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AN UNIDENTIFIED man enjoys a special steak lunch on the one year anniversary of
Father Woody’s Haven of Hope day shelter at Seventh Avenue and Lipan Street in Denver
Oct. 17. Operated by the Franciscan Friends of the Poor, the seven-year-old shelter outgrew its original facility, which sits adjacent to the new building, and through donations
built a larger building that enabled the organization to increase services.
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JAMES D. CONLEY

‘Humanae Vitae’:
Living the Gospel of Life
This past July 25 marked the 40th anniversary of the landmark
encyclical letter by Pope Paul VI, “Humanae Vitae” (“On Human
Life”). In this prophetic document the Holy Father reaffirmed the
Catholic Church’s constant teaching about the “inseparable connection” between the “unitive meaning and the procreative
meaning” of marital love (12).
In focusing on this link between marital intimacy and the new life
dimension of marriage, between spousal love and fertility, the pope
was simply proclaiming what previous generations had always accepted: by its nature, human
sexuality is ordered to married
love and parenthood. Why did
GOSPEL OF LIFE
his words meet with such opCONFERENCE
position? Why do so many
What: Respect Life summit
Catholics today still question
and even reject this important
Theme: “Humanae Vitae”: 40
teaching of the Church?
Years Later
There have been many inWhen: 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Oct. 25
sightful articles written over
these past two months comSchedule: opens with Mass in
memorating the anniversary
the chapel followed by speakers
of “Humanae Vitae” which
in Bonfils Hall
help to shed light on these
Where: John Paul II Center,
questions. In my mind it ulti1300
S. Steele St.
mately comes down to a lack
of trust in God and in the wis- Cost: $15 per person, includes
dom of the Catholic faith. We
lunch
as a society and a culture have
Information: call 303-715-3205
been led to believe that everyor e-mail
thing belongs to us, that we
respect.life@archden.org
are in total control of our lives.
It is this false understanding
of reality that has helped cultivate today’s pervasive “contraceptive mentality.” I am reminded of G.K. Chesterton’s paradoxical
definition of birth control, “no birth and no control.”
The reality is that we belong to God. “Humanae Vitae” means
“of human life” and human life came from God, belongs to God,
and goes back to God. “You are not your own,” St. Paul writes.
“You have been bought at a price” (1 Cor 6:19-20). If we are under
the illusion that we are in control of human life, when it begins
and when it ends, and we think that “this is my life, my body, my
choice,” then there is a natural progression to abortion, euthanasia, homosexual acts, pornography, embryonic destructive research, divorce, sexually transmitted diseases, abuse of women
and a host of other social and moral evils.
The experience of the last 40 years confirms the fact that Paul
VI’s 1968 letter was prophetic in so many ways. Both contraception and its related evils spring from this illusion that we are in
control of these “foundational” goods. Pope Paul VI foretold in
1968 that there would be “marital infidelity,” “a general lowering
of moral standards,” men who will “forget the reverence due to
woman” and “reduce her to being a mere instrument for the satisfaction of their own desires,” and the misuse of government
power to manipulate population growth (17).
The Church, however, does not reject the use of contraception because it is an act that has bad consequences. Rather, the Church
teaches that since contraception is an intrinsically evil action, it is
predictable that it will have bad consequences. The Church teaches
that contraception is wrong because it violates the very purpose of
human sexual love, and therefore violates the dignity of the human
person. Pope John Paul II, in the enormous body of work he has left
us on this subject, has taught us that the sexual act speaks a nuptial
language of total self-giving and his insight that contraception diminishes that self-giving, has made a profound contribution to our
understanding of the evil of contraception.
I have worked with college students and young adults for more
than 12 years now, over half of my priesthood. This new generation is
tired of the old lies and false promises that my generation has selfish-

See Conley, Page 3
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Father Woody’s legacy: a haven of hope
Day shelter named
after Denver’s
champion of the
homeless celebrates
one year in new
facility
BY JOHN GLEASON

A year ago, a crowd gathered on
the corner of Seventh Avenue and
Lipan Street in Denver to help
dedicate the new Father Woody
Haven of Hope, a day shelter for
the homeless operated by the
Franciscan Friends of the Poor.
On Oct. 17, Haven of Hope
marked its one-year anniversary
in the new facility with a ceremony that included a blessing for the
homeless and a special steak
lunch for those in need.
The shelter has a kitchen and
serving area for meals, six private
showers, phone and Internet access. It also offers assistance with
rent and utilities, laundry and
transportation. The staff is able to
distribute over-the-counter medicine and provide information
about other resources such as
employment.
Since last October, Haven of
Hope has served more than 8,000
meals a month, provided over
12,000 showers, distributed more
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THE HOMELESS dine on an anniversary lunch of steak and potatoes
at Father Woody’s Haven of Hope Oct. 17.
than 20,000 pieces of clothing,
washed more than 7,500 loads of
laundry and provided over 500
haircuts.
“New guests walk in everyday…people who have lost their
homes, their jobs, their dignity,”
said Cass Cronan, the shelter’s executive director. “We see people
who are frightened and don’t
know what’s going to happen
next. At least at Haven of Hope,
they’ll be assured of getting their
next hot meal.”
Outside on the sidewalk a group
of 100 men and women wait to go
into Haven of Hope. Sharing a
laugh or a cigarette, they listen patiently while Jesuit Father John

Waters gave the blessing.
“We open our hearts to God for
the favors that are showered
upon us,” the priest said. “When
we became God’s children he
gave us the riches of his grace. We
open our hearts to God for the favors that are showered upon us.
This anniversary is a very good
start. Let’s see how many more
we can celebrate.”
The shelter is named in memory of the late Msgr. C.B. Woodrich,
a life-long advocate of care and
service to the homeless.
“We are here to serve,” Father
Woody would often say, “not to
judge.”

See Legacy, Page 9

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 22: MORE, Men’s Group, Regis University (7 p.m.)
Oct. 23: Book signing, Borders Book Store, Park Meadows Mall (7 p.m.)
Oct. 24: Mass and confirmation, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (7 p.m.)
Oct. 25: Opening Mass (8 a.m.), Christ the King Chapel, Gospel of Life Conference, JPII Center; Mass,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.), followed by Cathedral Fundraising Dinner,
Brown Palace Hotel
Oct. 26: Red Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 27: Archdiocesan Finance Council, John Paul II Center (8:30 a.m.); Mass, Blessed John XXIII University
Parish, Fort Collins (5:15 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 22: Mass for vocations, Focus 11, Holy Trinity Catholic Church (9:30 a.m.)
Oct. 23: Mass, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.); Evening prayer and dinner with seminarians at
St. Mary Magdalene parish house (6 p.m.)
Oct. 24: Mass, Eucharistic Congress, St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Denver (7 p.m.)
Oct. 25: Mass (8 a.m.) and keynote address (9:30 a.m.) Gospel of Life Conference, Bonfils Hall, JPII Center;
Cathedral Fundraising Dinner, Brown Palace Hotel
Oct. 26: Mass and appreciation dinner, Natural Family Planning teachers and leaders in the Archdiocese of
Denver, Christ the King Chapel, (3:30 p.m.)
Oct. 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Dedication of Catholic Charities new emergency assistance center, 1205 W. Byers Place, Denver (2:45 p.m.)
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Catholic doctors form guild; first White
Mass celebrated in archdiocese

RESPECT LIFE 2008-09

RICHARD M.
DOERFLINGER

BY JOHN GLEASON

Catholic medical professionals celebrated two firsts in the
Denver Archdiocese last week.
On Oct. 15, the first official
meeting of the Denver chapter
of the Catholic Medical
Association was held at the John
Paul II Center in south Denver.
Three days later, Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
celebrated the first White Mass
ever held here.
The establishment of the local
guild, which was announced by
the archbishop during the Oct.
18 White Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, has been in the organizational stage for several
months and is the result of
many people’s work, according
to Dr. Robert Domaleski, the
newly elected president.
“We’ve been having informal
meetings since February,” the
doctor told the Denver Catholic
Register. “In that time we’ve had
discussions and lectures on many
topics; everything from Catholic
healthcare and how it could be
impacted by the state Legislature
to in-vitro fertilization. But of
course one of our main concerns
of getting the charter was to provide support for Catholic health
care providers.”
Domaleski said that in the
secular medical workplace, the
Catholic health care provider
faces many challenges—embryonic stem cell research, sterilization and abortion are all hot
button issues and Catholics
need support to practice medicine in accordance with Church
teaching.
The purpose of the Catholic
Medical Association, explained
Domaleski, is to uphold the principles of Catholic faith and
morality and to understand, develop and apply Christ’s principles of faith and morality to modern medical science and practice.
Membership consists of physicians, dentists, nurses, medical
students and other health care
professionals as well as clergy, religious and seminarians.
“On a daily basis, many in our
industry are faced with inci-

What reduces abortions?
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ARCHBISHOP Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., points out Deacon Allen
Rastrelli, who is also a doctor, during the first White Mass celebrated
in the Denver Archdiocese. At the Oct. 18 Mass in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, the archbishop announced
the formation of a local chapter of the Catholic Medical Association.
dents that are sinful,” Domaleski
said. “This organization not
only will help all Catholic health
care providers’ spiritually, but at
a practical level will help with
knowledge of what their rights
are as well.”
At the meeting, guest speaker
Bishop Robert C. Morlino of the
Diocese of Madison, Wis., addressed the overflow crowd on
the topic, “Natural Law and
Responsible Citizenship.” Prior
to his talk, Bishop Morlino told
the Register that natural law tells
us human life is sacred. He emphasized that health care professionals are in a position to
proclaim the truth of the Gospel
for their patients and others in
their profession.
“People talk about many
things to their physicians,”
Bishop Morlino said. “My doctor can instruct me in a way that
no one else can. Physicians heal
not only with medical science
and technology but with the
truth; there is no mind/body
split. The mind of a patient
needs truth just like a heart
needs medication to keep blood
pressure down.”
The White Mass was held on
the feast of St. Luke, patron of
physicians. Concelebrating with
the archbishop were Auxiliary

Annual HIV/AIDS Mass set Nov. 6
People living with HIV/AIDS
and Hepatitis C, their families,
friends and caregivers are invited to participate in a Mass celebrated by Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., 7 p.m. Nov.
6 at Holy Ghost Church. A reception will follow the Mass in the
parish hall.
Over the last 25 years, HIV and
AIDS have infected more than
65 million people and have
killed 25 million. By 2010, it is

estimated that 80 million people
will be infected and more then
25 million children will have
been orphaned due to this pandemic. As part of the Mass, a list
of names of those people who
have died will be read.
In addition to those suffering
from HIV, those afflicted with
Hepatitis C are also being remembered at the Mass, according to Al Hooper, director of
Archdiocesan Social Ministry.

CATHOLIC MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION
Meetings: third Wednesday of
each month at the JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St. Meetings
begin with 6:30 p.m. Mass in
the chapel followed by
presentations in Room 125.
Who: open to the public
Information: visit
denvercatholicmedical
association.com
Next meeting: Nov. 19, features
Bishop Conley

Bishop James D. Conley, archdiocesan liaison to the Catholic
medical community, and Father
Steven Voss, chaplain of the
local
Catholic
Medical
Association, who also served as
the homilist.
Father Voss told the Register
that physical and mental health
go hand-in-hand.
“This dove-tails with what
Bishop Morlino told the CMA
meeting,” Father Voss said. “It
applies to not just doctors or
nurses, but to anyone who
works in the industry. And for
us, simply put, it’s important to
support them in their ministry.”
“In recent years, the number
of those who are suffering from
Hep C has increased dramatically,” he said. “Even though exact
statistics aren’t available, the
number of people who are double-infected, suffering from
both diseases, has skyrocketed.”
Interested parties may contact
Holy Ghost Church prior to the
Mass and offer the names of
family members and friends to
be memorialized during the
liturgy. Call 303-292-1556. Holy
Ghost Church is located at 1900
California St. in Denver.

The 2008-09 Respect Life column series continues with the piece
below.
Sometimes election years produce more policy myths than
good ideas. This year one myth is about abortion. It goes like
this: The Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision is here to stay,
and that’s fine because laws against abortion don’t reduce abortions much anyway. Rather, “support for women and families”
will greatly reduce abortions, without changing the law or continuing a “divisive” abortion debate.
Various false claims are used to bolster this myth. It is said that
over three-quarters of women having abortions cite expense as
the most important factor in their decision. Actually the figure is
less than one-fourth, 23 percent. It is said that abortion rates declined dramatically (30 percent) during the Clinton years, but the
decline stopped under the ostensibly pro-life Bush administration. Actually the abortion rate has dropped 30 percent from
1981 to 2005; the decline started 12 years before Clinton took office, and has continued fairly steadily to the present day.
The steepest decline is among minors. Is it plausible that economic factors reduced abortions for teens but not their older sisters, or their mothers who support them?
The reality is this: In 1980 the Supreme Court upheld the Hyde
amendment, and federally funded abortions went from 300,000 a
year to nearly zero. With its decisions in Webster (1989) and
Casey (1992), the Court began to uphold other abortion laws previously invalidated under Roe. States passed hundreds of modest
but effective laws: bans on use of public funds and facilities; informed consent laws; parental involvement when minors seek
abortion; etc. Dr. Michael New’s rigorous research has shown
that these laws significantly reduce abortions. In the 1990s, debate on partial-birth abortion—kept in the public eye, ironically,
by President Clinton’s repeated vetoes of a ban on this grisly lateterm procedure—alerted many Americans to the violence of
abortion and shifted public attitudes in a pro-life direction, just as
growing concern over AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases was giving new force to the abstinence message for teens.
Now the Court has upheld a partial-birth abortion ban, and signaled that other laws to save unborn children and their mothers
from the horrors of abortion may be valid. If Roe is reversed outright, that will allow more laws that can further reduce abortions.
By contrast, a pending federal “Freedom of Choice Act” (FOCA)
would knock down current laws reducing abortions, and require
public programs for pregnant women to fund abortion. No one
supporting that bill can claim to favor reducing abortions.
Many women are pressured toward abortion, and they need
our help. The pressures are partly, but only partly, economic in
nature. Women are influenced by husbands, boyfriends, parents
and friends, and by a culture and legal system that tells them the
child they carry has no rights and is of no consequence. Law
cannot solve all problems, but it can tell us which solutions are
unacceptable—and today Roe still teaches that killing the unborn
child is an acceptable solution, even a “right.” Without ever forgetting the need to support pregnant women and their families,
that tragic and unjust error must be corrected if we are to build a
society that respects all human life.
Richard M. Doerflinger is associate director of the Secretariat of
Pro-Life Activities, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Conley
From Page 2
ly offered them. We have failed our
young people, and for this I am
sorry. Young hearts want to believe
that there must be something better, something more beautiful, true
and good for their future. They are
open to the beauty of the Church’s
teaching on chaste love, human
sexuality and marriage. They are

willing to make the sacrifices to
embrace the fullness of the gospel
of life. We as bishops, priests, parents and teachers, need to have
the confidence to both live and
preach this gospel of life with conviction, confidence and unselfish
love.
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley will be a keynote presenter
at the annual Oct. 25 Gospel of Life
conference. Theme of the conference is “Humanae Vitae”: 40 Years
Later.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE
CAMPAIGN 2008

GEORGE WEIGEL

Electing our king
During the debate over ratification of the Constitution,
Alexander Hamilton and his Federalists argued for “energy in the
executive”—a strong president who would set the national agenda
and be the center of legislative and policy initiative in the national
government. Fears of just such executive power were one arrow in
the quiver of the Anti-Federalists. For the first century and a half of
our national life, the balance of power and influence shifted between president and Congress; the Great Depression, World War II,
and the Cold War brought us to what now seems the final resolution of the argument. Hamilton won.
The United States has been remarkably fortunate in its presidents:
of the 43 to date, only a handful were, by everyone’s account, duds.
Some thought to be failures when they left office—John Adams,
Ulysses S. Grant, Harry Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower—have been
vindicated by history and historians. Others, venerated at the time,
are no longer so well regarded: Andrew Jackson and Woodrow Wilson
are two examples. Ronald Reagan, dismissed by Beltway insiders as
an “amiable dunce,” turns out to have been one of the few presidents
with some claim to having been a political philosopher.
Among those presidents typically cited as our finest, Washington
alone remains above reproach. For all that he created the United
States as the subject of “is” rather than “are,” there remain large
gaps in our knowledge of Abraham Lincoln, his personality and his
ideas; fierce (if blessedly nonviolent) arguments continue over his
manner of waging the Civil War. The debate over whether Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s New Deal policies exacerbated or resolved the Great
Depression is unlikely to be resolved any time soon.
Contemporary presidents must pass a threshold test that their
predecessors couldn’t have imagined, in the days before television
began to dominate our public life: Do I want this person in my living room for the next four years? Beyond that basic test, however,
are important questions of character, personality, leadership, competence, and vision. The American president is an elected king,
with far more power than the constitutional monarch the
Founders overthrew. Knowing who this person is, and what makes
him or her tick, is essential in making an informed judgment. To
elect a president is to make a moral, as well as a political, judgment. Thus Catholic voters will want to ponder these and other
questions with respect to the two major candidates:
1. Books on the Founders are now found regularly on the bestseller lists. These books, and a brilliant TV series like “John Adams,”
remind us that, while we read history backwards, statesmanship
requires an ability to look forward, in typically confused and confusing circumstances. Presidential statesmanship also requires the
courage to act with conviction despite uncertain outcomes. Which
presidents do you admire for their ability to see clearly through the
fog of immediacy, and for their willingness to choose wisely on the
basis of what they saw? Which presidents strike you as essentially
time-servers, men who were more careerists than leaders?
2. For what are you willing to risk your popularity, and perhaps
your re-election?
3. How do you conceive the presidential bully pulpit? In an age
of cable television and talk radio caterwauling, can a president
help recreate a civil, rational discourse in American public life?
4. Are you prepared to dismiss a subordinate who may be your
friend, but who is manifestly not up to the demands of the office
to which you appointed him or her?
5. Do you enjoy argument? Do you invite challenge? Can you
live with able subordinates who are prepared to tell you, “Mr.
President, you are wrong”?
6. There are things a president cannot tell the American people.
But are there circumstances in which you would deem it your responsibility to mislead the American people? To deny what you
know to be true? To affirm what you know to be false?
7. What are the last five books you have read?
8. Presidents must govern amidst innumerable aggravations.
How do you handle your temper? Can you laugh at yourself? Can
you take a joke?
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 26: 30th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Exodus 22:20-26
• Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51
• 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10
• Matthew 22:34-40
Theme: The law of charity. In
both the Old Testament and the
New Testament the love of God
is inseparable from the love of
neighbor. As our first reading
shows, the love of neighbor has
broad social implications. This
passage, prefaced by the Ten
Commandments (Ex 20) belongs to what is called “the book
of the covenant” (Ex 20-23)
which specifies the terms of the
relationship between God and
his people. It stresses a social
ethic based on compassion for
the most vulnerable members of
society, especially widows, orphans and resident aliens. In
our second reading Paul praises
the Christians in Thessalonica
for their deep faith and infec-

tious joy, which was known
throughout Macedonia and
Achaia (modern Greece). The
early Church grew rapidly in
large part because Christians
demonstrated their love of God
by taking care of those no one
else cared about. In this week’s
Gospel reading, Jesus responds
to a scholar of the law who asked
him, “Which commandment in
the law is greatest?” The two
parts
of
the
Great
Commandment, as it is called,
summarizes our whole duty to
God and neighbor.
Key verse: “The whole law and
the prophets depend on these
two commandments” (Mt 22:40).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The New Law or the
Law of the Gospel is the perfection here on earth of the divine
law, natural and revealed. It is
the work of Christ and is expressed particularly in the
Sermon on the Mount. It is also
the work of the Holy Spirit and
through him it becomes the interior law of charity: ‘I will establish a New Covenant with the
house of Israel. … I will put my
laws into their minds, and write
them on their hearts, and I will
be their God, and they shall be

my people’ (Jer. 31:31). The New
Law is called a law of love because it makes us act out of the
love infused by the Holy Spirit,
rather than from fear” (No. 1965;
1972).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The lovestory between God and man consists in the very fact that this
communion of will increases in a
communion of thought and sentiment, and thus our will and
God’s will increasingly coincide:
God’s will is no longer for me an
alien will, something imposed on
me from without by the commandments, but it is now my
own will, based on the realization
that God is in fact more deeply
present to me than I am to myself. Then self- abandonment to
God increases and God becomes
our joy.” (“Deus Caritas Est”, 17).
Application: Compassion and
kindness aren’t limited to the
private sphere of our personal
relationships; these are values
that should be reflected in our
parish communities and in public policy. The value of a nation’s
worth is not judged by its GDP
or the Dow Jones industrial average, but by how it treats the
most defenseless and most vulnerable members of society.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In gratitude

Coats needed

Please accept my deepest appreciation to you (Archbishop
Chaput) and the people in the
Archdiocese of Denver for your
generous contribution to Catholic
Relief Services. The global food
crisis is just the beginning and by
early next year, it will be deeper
and broader as more segments of
society are pushed into poverty by
higher prices. Please know that
your donation will enable CRS to
reach those affected by the global
food crisis and living in the aftermath of natural disasters.
This letter serves as a formal acknowledgement of your recent donation to Catholic Relief Services
for the following gift from the diocese: $37,822.25 for Operation Rice
Bowl. On behalf of all of us at CRS
and those who will be touched by
your gift, I thank you for leading
the faithful in the Archdiocese of

The recent cold spell has depleted our supply of coats for
our homeless men, women, and
children here at Samaritan
House. If you can help us in
some way, we would greatly appreciate it. And we always need
prayers.
You shall be in our prayers
and I’ll remember you during
the Samaritan House Masses,
especially on the cold days of
winter.

PHOTO BY LANE HARTILL/CRS

RASMANÉ Ouedrago, a day laborer, buys millet breakfast porridge on credit for his children,
Fatamata, left, and Salif.
Denver to live their faith in solidarity with the poor and marginalized
people overseas.
May God bless you for your
prayers and continued generous
support.
Ken Hackett
President, Catholic Relief
Services
Baltimore, MD

THE SAINTS: ST. DONATUS OF FIESOLE
Died C. 876
Feast –
Oct. 22
According to
tradition,
this bishop
was one of
many
Irishmen
who criss-crossed Europe in the
early Middle Ages. He arrived in
Fiesole, Italy, from Rome just as

the see became vacant and was
tapped to become bishop.
Supposedly he was a teacher in
service to the Frankish kings;
there is a record, from 850, of
his giving a church and hospice,
St. Brigid’s at Piacenza, to the
abbey founded by St. Columban
at Bobbio. Reportedly St.
Andrew of Fiesole was his Irish
traveling companion, but there
is no real evidence for Andrew’s
existence.
© 2008 CNS

Father Michael Suchnicki,
O.F.M. Cap.
Samaritan House chaplain
Editor’s note: Samaritan
House is located at 2301
Lawrence St., Denver, CO
80205. Phone: 303-2940241.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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Not typical for
a saint, John
Capistrano was
accused of what
misdeed?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
On Oct. 23 we celebrate the life
of a saint whose name is well
known (at least in California).
But not as much is known of his
fascinating life – the saint, John
Capistrano.
1. As his proper name “San
Giovanni da Capistrano”
suggests he was from:
a. Spain;
b. California;
c. Italy.
2. His family was nobility
originally from:
a. France;
b. China;
c. Nebraska.
3. He was a member of this
order:
a. Franciscans;
b. Knights Templar;
c. Hospitallers.
4. Very unusually for a member
of a religious order, he was
actually previously:
a. A Protestant;
b. Married;
c. Destined for poverty.
5. Forsaking his homeland at
times he journeyed north to:
a. Canada;
b. Tierra Del Fuego;
c. Poland and Germany.
6. Again, not typical for a saint,
John was accused of:
a. Heresy;
b. Opposing the pope;
c. Being crazy.
7. This actually led to:
a. the pope pushing him out the
window on top of a crowd of
pilgrims;
b. a commitment in an asylum
for 53 years;
c. a hearing in Rome on charges
of heresy.
8. The result of this was:
a. his release after a failed
lobotomy;
b. the acquittal of John and his
companions;
c. flat pilgrims.
9. Like some other clergy who
were educated and literate,
John was used as:
a. A clown;
b. A diplomat;

c. A mercenary.

a. went to war;

10. He was engaged in
confronting the heretical
followers of this Bohemian:

b. got married again;

13. This earned him the
nickname:

c. mosque.

c. dieted for four years and lost
143 pounds.

a. The Bigamist Brother;

15. There is a mission named for
him in Texas in this city:

b. The ‘Soldier Priest;

a. San Antonio;

a. John Hus;

12. Who did this involve?

c. The Skinny Schismatic.

b. Santo Juano el Flaco;

b. Bela Skopty;

a. Matilda the Pretty, daughter
of the Duke of Poland;

11. Extraordinarily, when he
turned 70, John—far from
retiring:

14. John has several places
named after him. One in
California is a city and a:

c. San Marcos.

c. Carol Wroclaw.

c. the Turks who were attacking
Belgrade.

b. The order of Anti-fryers;

a. cave complex;
b. mission church;

ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.a, 3.a, 4.b, 5.c,
6.a, 7.c, 8.b, 9.b, 10.a, 11.a, 12.c,
13.b, 14.b, 15.a
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Vatican prepares three alternative endings for dismissal at Mass
BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
Vatican has prepared three alternative endings for the priest’s
words of dismissal at Mass, to
emphasize the missionary spirit
of the liturgy.
Pope Benedict XVI personally
chose the three options from suggestions presented to him after a
two-year study, Cardinal Francis
Arinze told the Synod of Bishops

in mid-October.
The
Vatican
newspaper,
L’Osservatore Romano, published
an interview Oct. 17 with
Cardinal Arinze, head of the
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments.
He said along with “Ite, missa
est,” the Latin phrase now translated as “The Mass is ended, go in
peace,” the new options are:
•“Ite ad Evangelium Domini
annuntiandum” (Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord).

CNS PHOTO/TONY GENTILE, REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI holds his
pastoral staff during a Mass at
the Marian sanctuary in the city
of Pompeii, Italy, Oct. 19.
•“Ite in pace, glorificando vita
vestra Dominum” (Go in peace,
glorifying the Lord by your life).
•“Ite in pace” (Go in peace).
The idea for alternative words
at the end of Mass was raised at
the 2005 Synod of Bishops on the
Eucharist. Many bishops wanted
the final words to reflect a more
explicit connection between
Mass and the Church’s mission of
evangelization in the world.
Cardinal Arinze said the concern was that, for many
Catholics, the present words of
dismissal sounded like “The

Mass is ended, go and rest.”
The cardinal said his congregation undertook a wide consultation and came up with 72 different possible alternative phrases.
Of these, the congregation chose
nine and presented them to the
pope, who chose the final three.
The three alternatives were
published in October in the latest
edition of the Roman Missal,
along with “Ite, missa est,” which
has not been abolished, Cardinal
Arinze said.
The cardinal said the congregation still was studying another
suggestion made during the 2005
synod, that of moving the sign of
peace to a different part of the
Mass.
In 2005, the pope said the sign
of peace had great value, but
should be done with “restraint”
so that it does not become a distraction during Mass. He asked
for the study on moving the sign
of peace from a moment just before Communion to another time
in the liturgy.
Cardinal Arinze said that, after
consultation, the congregation
had written to bishops’ conferences asking their preference between leaving the sign of peace
where it is now and moving it to
an earlier moment, after the
prayer of the faithful.
He said the responses from
bishops’ conferences were expected to be in by the end of

October, and the question would
then be presented to the pope for
a final decision.
Cardinal Arinze said that in addition to its timing some have
suggested that the sign of peace
be limited to an exchange between the Massgoer and those in
his or her immediate vicinity. He
said that in some churches today,
the sign of peace is extended to
the point that it becomes “almost
a jamboree.”
Cardinal Arinze said a third
suggestion from the 2005 synod,
a “eucharistic compendium,”
also has made progress and is
near publication.
He said the compendium would
include doctrinal notes on the
Mass, as well as prayer texts, passages of papal liturgical teachings,
canon law tracts and other explanatory materials. He emphasized that the compendium would
propose ideas, not impose them.
Cardinal Arinze said a fourth
project of the worship congregation, working together with
Vatican congregations for doctrine and clergy, was the drawing
up of a list of homily themes that
correspond to Sunday scriptural
readings and to the church’s doctrinal teachings.
“This is not a matter of model
homilies, but general indications
in which, for each theme, elements are furnished to be able to
develop the theme,” he said.
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New Knights’ survey outlines Catholic views on host of moral issues
BY MARK PATTISON

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
American Catholic voters in
2008 tend to be more moderate
and less liberal than U.S. voters
as a whole, according to a survey
commissioned by the Knights of
Columbus and released Oct. 14.
“A plurality of Catholic voters,
39 percent, are Democrats, and
45 percent describe themselves
as moderate. Only 19 percent say
they are liberal,” the survey said.
The survey was conducted by
telephone with 813 self-identified Catholics Sept. 24-Oct. 3 by
Marist College’s Institute for
Public Opinion. Those who
identified themselves as practicing Catholics outnumbered
nonpracticing Catholics by
close to a 2-1 ratio. Interviewers
polled 1,733 Americans in all,
Catholics and non-Catholics.
On the subject of abortion, 48
percent of all Catholics surveyed
said they were “pro-life,” while
47 percent said they were “prochoice,” and 5 percent said they
were unsure. However, twice as
many practicing as nonpracticing Catholics—59 percent to 29
percent—called
themselves
“pro-life,” while 65 percent of
nonpracticing Catholics said
they were “pro-choice” compared to 36 percent of practicing
Catholics.
While more than 90 percent of
all Catholics polled said they favored restrictions on abortion,
there was less consensus on
what kind of restriction should
be put in place.
A plurality of 35 percent said
they would allow abortion only
in cases of rape, incest or to save
the mother’s life. The survey also
found that 26 percent of all
Catholics would permit abortion in the first three months of
pregnancy, although 17 percent
said abortion should never be
permitted and 11 percent would
allow it only to save the life of
the mother.
Speaking to reporters at an
Oct. 14 Washington press conference from Rome, where he
was attending the world Synod
of Bishops on the Bible as an auditor, Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson said the desire of
Catholics and Americans to
place restrictions on abortion
“labels the ‘pro-choice’ designation obsolete.” He added that
the term “pro-choice” has been
“a particularly polarizing designation.”
A plurality of registered
Catholic voters, 36 percent, said
homosexual couples should be
able to form civil unions. The remaining 64 percent were split
evenly—32 percent to 32 percent—on gay couples being able
to legally marry or such couples
getting no legal recognition.
Although the poll results indicated that 68 percent of
Catholics would favor some

kind of legal recognition for gay
couples in terms of either samesex unions or legal marriage, “I
would not read it that way,”
Anderson said. He had earlier
cited statistics that showed that
70 percent of Americans were
against homosexual marriage,
with 38 percent for granting no
legal recognition, plus 32 percent in favor of allowing gays to
form civil unions.
The Knights are funding the
U.S. bishops’ efforts to support
traditional marriage, including
development of an Internet
video, marketing through social
networking Web sites and the redistribution of the bishops’ statement on marriage, “Between
Man and Woman: Questions and
Answers About Marriage and
Same-Sex Unions.”
Nearly half of all Catholic voters, 49 percent, said they would
“definitely” vote for a candidate
who defined marriage as being
between one man and one
woman, yet 45 percent would
“definitely” vote for a candidate
who supports civil unions for
any two adults who want to live
together.
In terms of party identification, 39 percent of the Catholics
polled
said
they
were
Democrats, 30 percent said they
were Republicans and 29 percent were Independents. When
it comes to ideology, 45 percent
identified themselves as moder-

ate, 36 percent as conservative
and 19 percent as liberal — although 26 percent of the registered nonpracticing Catholics
called themselves liberal, 7 percentage points above the figure
for all Catholics, and 29 percent
of the nonpracticing registered
Catholic voters described themselves as conservative, 7 percentage points lower than the
overall Catholic figure.
The economy was considered
the top issue by 59 percent of
registered Catholic voters. No
other issue reached double digits: 9 percent said the war in Iraq
was the top issue; 6 percent
each, government spending and
health care; 5 percent, terrorism; 3 percent, immigration;
and 2 percent, jobs. Twelve percent of those surveyed mentioned other issues.
The poll found that 55 percent
of Catholics say they would “definitely” vote for a candidate who
believes that life begins at conception, while 20 percent said
they would vote for such a candidate although with some
reservations, and 19 percent
said they would “definitely not”
vote for such a candidate.
At least half of all registered
Catholic voters and registered
practicing Catholic voters say
they would vote for a candidate
who will:
•“Uphold religious liberty and
freedom of conscience.”

•“Work to solve global warming.”
•“Stand for the Christian principles on which this country was
founded.”
•“Support vouchers to allow
students to attend private, public or religious schools.”
•“Maintain that life begins at
conception.”
•“Support universal health
care.”

•“Be committed to success in
the war in Iraq.”
•“Make government funding
for the poor a top priority.”
At least half of all registered
Catholics said they would vote
for a candidate who “supports
embryonic stem-cell research,”
while more than half of registered practicing Catholics said
they would vote for a candidate

See Survey, Page 18
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New emergency
assistance center
to be blessed
On Oct. 28, Denver Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley will bless
and dedicate Catholic Charities’
newest emergency assistance center at 1205 W Byers Place, near
Interstate 25 and Alameda Avenue.
The program will begin at 2:45 p.m.
with an open house to follow at
3:30 p.m. In conjunction with the
blessing and dedication, Catholic
Charities will honor five Sisters of
Loretto who have been among the
longest serving volunteers in the
emergency assistance program.
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Inspiring Evening of Hope gala to benefit Clergy: A look
Catholic school students, schools set Nov. 7
BY JOHN GLEASON

BY ROXANNE KING

An evening of uplifting song
and inspiring stories will be
served up at this year’s Evening
of Hope gala to benefit the Seeds
of Hope Charitable Trust.
Seeds of Hope offers tuition
assistance to needy children attending inner-city Catholic
schools and grants to the
schools.
Celebrating the theme “Songs
of Hope,” the Seeds of Hope gala
is set for 6 p.m. Nov. 7 in the
Donald R. Seawell Grand
Ballroom of the Denver
Performing Arts Complex.
Entertainment will be provided
by talented musician and vocalist Father Patrick Dolan, pastor
of Most Precious Blood Parish,
and Chloe Scull, a ninth-grader
at Denver School of the Arts and
a parishioner at Most Precious
Blood.
“The Evening of Hope gala is
always the flagship fundraising
even for Seeds of Hope,” said
John Harpole, chairman of the
Seeds of Hope board. “That
night is a chance for the supporters of Seeds of Hope to gather and enjoy a night of entertainment that allows us to reflect on our Catholic way of life

and our commitment to those
less fortunate in our archdiocese.”
Since its inception in 1996,
Seeds of Hope has awarded
more than $16 million in financial assistance through tuition
assistance, scholarships, grants,
vouchers, and Adopt-A-Program
monies. The organization has
helped more than 10,000 students attend Denver’s Catholic
schools.
Organizers are expecting a
successful event, despite the
challenging economic climate.
“The Church has always been
called on to help during such
times and has never failed,”
Harpole said. “I
believe we as
Catholics do
our best work
when the going
is
tough.
People should
know and understand that
FATHER
this night of
PATRICK
celebration will
DOLAN
raise
money
that will be utilized to help over
1,700 families in the archdiocese
with tuition assistance.”
No one will want to miss the
stellar performances of the gifted priest and his young parishioner, he added.
“Those who attend can expect
an evening of Broadway quality
entertainment with that special
Seeds of Hope personal touch,”
Harpole said.
Former Seeds of Hope recipients University of Denver student Essence Moore and Arrupe
Jesuit High School student
Johnny Angel Berzoza, who both
attended Annunciation School,
will share how the organization
helped them toward achieving
their dreams.
Ordained in 1995, Father
Dolan came to the priesthood
with a rich background in music
and theater. He spent many
years touring in national and international companies of vari-

EVENING OF HOPE
When: 6 p.m. Nov. 4
Where: Donald R. Seawell
Grand Ballroom, Denver
Performing Arts Complex
Tickets: $300, visit
seedsofhopetrust.org or call
303-715-3127

ous Broadway musicals as both
singer and dancer. As a pianist
he worked professionally from
the age of 13 in many venues, including churches and theaters.
He has composed extensively
for the liturgy, including a set of
psalmody titled “Psalms for a
Global Village,” and his first
major work, “The Passion
According to St. John,” a musical
setting of the entire liturgical
Gospel text for Good Friday.
“How many priests can actually point to their history and
say
they
performed
on
Broadway?” noted Harpole.
“Father Pat is a multi-talented
performer who will fill the room
with applause, laughter and
smiles. What better way to celebrate the richness of our heritage?”
The priest will be accompanied by the St. Rose of Lima
School Choir, and Scull.
Scull has been singing and
dancing since the age of 2. She
joined an adult choir at the age
of 9. Father Dolan has been one
of three key people guiding her
talent. She sings in the Most
Precious Blood choir.
“Chloe’s singing is truly a gift
from God,” Harpole said.
The Joe Peterson Dance
Orchestra and the JPO Andrews
Singers also will perform.
Individual tickets are $300.
For
tickets
visit
seedsofhopetrust.org or call 303715-3127. Reservation deadline:
Nov. 4. The Denver Performing
Arts Complex is located at 14th
and Curtis streets in downtown
Denver.

Priesthood Sunday, observed
Oct. 26, is a day to honor the priesthood in the United States. Read
about two priests of the Denver
Archdiocese below.

Father Felix Medina
Father Felix Medina, 35, became administrator at St. James
Parish in 2006
and was named
pastor a year
later.
Father
Medina said he
finds
parish
work both fulfilling and challenging.
“St. James is a wonderful mix of
groups of all backgrounds and all
ages,” he said. “It is an older community with many longtime
parishioners. But at the same time,
we have a school and that means
many young couples with children.
It’s a well-rounded community.”
Originally from Cordoba, Spain,
Father Medina said that he and
his brother Rafael were typical
kids playing soccer in the street.
He said it was at this time when he
first heard God’s call to him, but
being so young, he didn’t fully understand it. There was a distant
cousin who was a priest, but
many of his family had careers in
the military; his grandfather had
served in the Spanish Civil War.
Eventually, Felix Medina attended the University of Salamanca in
Spain where he received a degree in
math, but God wasn’t finished yet.
It was during a pilgrimage to
Denver’s World Youth Day in 1993
when God’s call came again.
“I’d been to other events like this,
but closer to home,” Father Medina
said. “This time, the distance of
travel, the difference in culture and
language—it made me feel like a
missionary and it helped me to be
able to open to the call of God.”
He returned to Colorado to attend Regis University, obtaining a
bachelor’s degree in philosophy
and religious studies before attending
Redemptoris
Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary. He was among the first
seminarians
to
attend
Redemptoris Mater, which has ties
to the Neocatechumenal Way, a
Vatican approved catechumenate.
Redemptoris Mater is one of two
seminaries operated by the Denver
Archdiocese. Though formed to
serve as priests for the Denver
Archdiocese, men in formation at
Redemptoris Mater also receive
missionary training and may be
sent at the discretion of the archbishop anywhere in the world.
“There are many things about
seminary life I enjoyed,” Father
Medina said. “But the life of prayer
is what I really enjoyed; to be called
to pray on a regular basis is wonderful, and it helped me a great deal.”
The Medina family traveled from
Spain to attend his ordination in
2004. Standing before all those
people in the Cathedral Basilica of
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at two Denver priests
the Immaculate Conception,
Father Medina said he was struck
by two things.
“First, I was very grateful to God
for this calling,” he said. “The
other was humility because as I
stood there I knew that this was
really beyond my power to accomplish on my own.”
Father Medina said that sometime he hopes to have the opportunity to do missionary work but
for right now he’s very content to
be busy with a parish and a school.
“It’s so gratifying to see God at
work in the parish,” he said.
“Working through the people,
watching what he does for them
and how people grow spiritually.”
Being a witness of the Gospel
and proclaiming it with his life is
what is important, the young
priest said.
“There is always one more thing
to do,” Father Medina said. “And
God will always provide the insight
to see what one should do next.”

Msgr. Frank Morfeld
When Denver native Frank
Morfeld, 82, first heard the priesthood call, he
was busy being
a student at St.
Catherine
of
Siena
Grade
School. He said
the call, and
what came of it,
developed slowly. It wasn’t until he was getting
ready to graduate from Regis High
School that his life made a turn.
“Sister Theresa Agnes was the
school principal at that time I believe,” Msgr. Morfeld said, “and she
told our pastor, Father Lemieux,
that I might have a vocation.”
It was the spring of 1944 and
Msgr. Morfeld was then an 18year-old ready to leave school
and join the Air Corps but he
agreed to meet with his pastor to
talk. It changed his life.
“He suggested that I go to the
seminary and give it a try, which I
did, and it took,” he said. “Looking

PRIESTHOOD
SUNDAY
For ideas on how to observe
Priesthood Sunday, visit:
priestsunday.org is operated
by Serra International
wpd.wwme.org is operated by
Worldwide Marriage Encounter

back the whole experience was a
happy one; we had short summer
vacations because of the war, we
went to school 11 months of the
year but it was a happy time.”
Ordained in 1951 young Father
Morfeld’s first assignment was as
assistant pastor at St. Frances de
Sales Parish in Denver. Fresh out of
the seminary, he was ready and
able to face his assignment.
“I thought I knew it all and knew
nothing,” he said with a laugh.
“Msgr. Smith was pastor at that
time and he became sort of a second father, guiding me. It was a
happy experience; a wonderful
parish with both grade and high
schools. I can’t believe I was there
for eight years.”
From there, Msgr. Morfeld
served as chaplain at St. Joseph
Hospital, and pastor at Cure d’Ars,
St. John’s, St. Philomena and Holy
Name parishes before returning to
St. Frances de Sales as pastor
where he’s been for the last 18
years. But he has no favorites.
Msgr. Morfeld said he’s been happy
no matter where he was assigned.
St. Frances is a different parish
from when he left it in 1959. It’s
smaller, about 400 families, many
of them longtime parishioners, but
at the same time more young families are moving in as evidenced by
the fact that the school enrollment
is full at 235 children.
Msgr. Morfeld chuckles when
asked why he is the only member
of his 1951 ordination class who
hasn’t retired yet.
“Because I don’t want to quit. As
long as God lets me have health
enough to work—I’ll work.”

Legacy

FATHER WOODY’S
HAVEN OF HOPE

From Page 2
Haven of Hope traces it’s beginnings to 2003 when a group of volunteers began preparing hot
meals for the homeless from a tiny
kitchen in a small house on the
corner of Seventh and Lipan. Word
spread quickly among the homeless and it became apparent the
old house couldn’t keep up with
the need. Through the work of volunteers and benefactors, adjacent
property was purchased and a new
facility was constructed and
opened in 2007. Cronan said that
it is truly astounding how the need
for services provided by Haven of
Hope continues to grow.
“In all of 2006, we provided
around 25,000 meals,” she said.
“Today, our meal service has now
grown four-fold.”
Inside, the people take their
seats to be served. On the menu
today is steak and baked potato,
salad and bread. At one table a
woman named Shel stirs sugar
into her tea. She said that Haven
of Hope has always been there for
her.
“I’ve had some days when it’s the
only meal I eat,” she said. “The
sign on the door says it all—hope.”
Talk across the tables runs the

To donate: or to learn more
about the Haven of Hope, visit
or call 303-607-0855.
Address: 1101 W. Seventh Ave.,
Denver, CO 80204

gambit from families to jobs to
the Denver Broncos. Coming together is more than just a meal.
It’s a chance to talk and support
each other.
Dan Hopkins, a member of the
shelter’s board of directors, said
this has been a good year in that
there was assistance available for
those who needed it.
“But the flip side is that it shows
that there is such a tremendous
need to serve the homeless,” he
said. “The numbers continue to
grow, the economy has had a big
impact on that and we’re grateful
that we’ve had the donations that
allow us to help.”
In the back of the dining room
two men sit next to each other.
When their lunches arrive they
empty one plate of food into a
plastic sack and share the other.
“We’ll eat the other later,” said
one man, who didn’t want to give
his name. “We like coming here.
For us, it’s the Brown Palace.”

By noon, the line is gone and
the dining are is thinning out.
Throwing their trash away, the
men and women leave, thanking
all those who’ve taken time out to
serve. Another day, another meal
at Father Woody’s Haven of Hope.
Cronan said that each day she
spends at the shelter to serve
those in need is a blessing.
“In the last six months we’ve
had more than 1,900 people,” she
said. “We try each day to make it
feel like a community where all
are welcomed. From there we go
forward to see what other help we
can give to them.”
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Catechetical CDs aim to share Church teachings with Spanish speakers
‘Growing in Your
Catholic Faith’ an
initiative of Hispanic
Ministry

GROWING IN YOUR
CATHOLIC FAITH
What: Spanish-language
catechetical CDs
Cost: $2 each

BY ROSSANA GOÑI

The Office of Hispanic Ministry
has a new evangelization tool to
reach the large Spanish-speaking
community in the Archdiocese of
Denver; it’s a series of CDs that
compiles the entire “Catechism
of the Catholic Church.”
Vicar for Hispanic Ministry,
Father Jorge De Los Santos,
O.crs., partnered with the
Pastoral Institute of Centro San
Juan Diego to tape 18 CDs titled
“Growing on Your Catholic Faith”

Contact: your parish or call
303-715-3247

PHOTO BY ROSSANA GONI/EL PUEBLO CATOLICO

FATHER Jorge De Los Santos, O.crs., records a catechetical CD.

(“Creciendo en tu Fe Católica”).
Centro San Juan Diego is an archdiocesan center offering education and outreach to Spanishspeaking Catholics.
The CDs were created to overcome the many obstacles those
in Hispanic Ministry encounter
in trying to catechize Spanishspeaking Catholics, Father De
Los Santos explained, such as

students who lack transportation
or child care, which prevents
them from attending catechetical
classes. Recording lectures on the
catechism’s content onto CDs
and distributing them for a nominal cost through parishes was a
feasible option to reach such
Hispanics in northern Colorado
to educate them in their faith.
“They will be able to listen to
the CDs at any time, as many
times as they want to and with
other people,” Father De Los
Santos said.
The CDs are recorded at St.
John Vianney
Theological
Seminary studio with the help of
a seminarian. Ursula Jimenez,
an assistant in the Hispanic
Ministry Office, is in charge of
editing and distributing the CDs
to the 43 parishes affiliated with
Hispanic Ministry.
Opening and closing music
on the CDs is from melodies
composed and performed by
Father Terry Kissel, pastor of
Our Lady Mother of the Church
in Commerce City.
“We are so grateful to Father
Kissel for sharing his talents
with us,” Father Jorge De Los
Santos said.
The CD content is being
recorded in Spanish by 18 different Hispanic and Anglo priests
from the Denver Archdiocese, all
of whom work with Hispanics in
their parishes.
“We know that many of us
don’t have the best voice,” admitted Father De Los Santos. “But
that doesn’t matter. Part of the
goal is for the faithful to experience that it is their priest who is
teaching them. Each CD will explain a different part of the catechism in a very simple way and
each CD will last from 45 minutes
to an hour.”
Thus far, two CDs have been
recorded with an initial production of 5,000 copies each. The
goal, organizers said, is to make
10,000 copies of each CD. The
plan is to record a new CD each
month. The CDs sell for $2 a
piece.
“So far the response from the
faithful has been very positive,”
Father De Los Santos said. “We
ran out of 500 CDs in my parish
the first weekend it was announced.”
Taping additional catechetical
CDs is an opportunity Hispanic
Ministry plans to explore once
the catechism series is done.
“We don’t want to overwhelm
people but we do want to offer
continuity,” Father De Los Santos
said. “I am sure that as soon as we
finish with the ‘Catechism of the
Catholic Church,’ people will say
‘And now, what’s next?’ So, we
might continue with other topics
related to other classes offered by
the Pastoral Institute of Centro
San Juan Diego.”
To purchase “Growing in Your
Catholic faith” CDs, call your
parish or Ursula Jimenez at 303715-3247.
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Three recognized for service to Hispanic Catholic community
Four lay people recipients
of 2008 Archbishop
Gomez Awards
BY ROSSANA GOÑI

The Denver Archdiocese honored three members of the
Hispanic community for their
service to the Church during the
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez
Awards Dinner Oct. 16 at Centro
San Juan Diego.
Centro San Juan Diego is an
initiative of the Denver
Archdiocese offering pastoral
and family care to Hispanic
Catholics. This year is the fourth
the Archbishop Gomez Awards
have been presented. The
awards are named after the former auxiliary bishop of Denver,
now the archbishop of San
Antonio, Texas.
Archbishop Gomez was present at the dinner together with
Denver Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap, Denver
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley and former Denver
priest, Bishop Samuel Aquila of
Fargo, N.D.
Sports commentator Luis
Canela served as the master of
ceremonies. The event started
with
an
invocation
by
Archbishop Chaput, who expressed gratitude for the work of
Centro San Juan Diego and for
the many gifts Hispanic
Catholics bring to the Church.
“Both the communities of
Hispanics and Anglos have so
much to share,” said Luis Soto,
executive director of Centro.
“We can learn from the Hispanic
community the values of family,
friendship, profound respect for
life and a festive spirit. At the
same time, we can learn from
this society the great respect for
human rights, democracy,
punctuality, organization and
more.”
Speaking about the ministry
performed at Centro, Soto
added, “Last year we served almost 18,000 families and individuals; this year … we’ve already surpassed that number.”
Bishop Conley expressed his
desire to be close to the
Hispanic community, noting
that in beginning in February he
will
study
Spanish
in
Guadalajara, Mexico, for six
weeks to equip him to better
serve the Hispanic community.
Luis and Irma Olives, regional
delegates for a Catholic family
organization, received the
Pastoral Leadership Award.
“Since 2001 their generosity
and enthusiasm have helped
many marriages and families to
grow in their Catholic faith
through the Christian Family
Movement,”
said
Father
Gerardo Puga, administrator of
Ascension Parish and spiritual
advisor to the Christian Catholic
Family Movement (Movimiento
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SAN ANTONIO Archbishop Jose Gomez congratulates Ron Montoya
on his receipt of the Amistad Award from Centro San Juan Diego as
Denver Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., applauds.
Familiar Cristiano-Católico),
who nominated the Olivas.
Father Puga said that because of
the Olivas’ efforts, “nearly 150
families have received vital support for their families within the
context of a beautiful Catholic
community.”
Richard McLean received the

Social
Justice
Leadership
Award. Father Bert Chilson, pastor of St. Therese Parish in
Aurora, nominated McLean for
his work promoting cultural and
language exchange between
English and Spanish speaking
parishioners.
“Rich is an advocate for every-

body—no matter their color,
creed, or culture,” Father
Chilson said. He described
McLean as a true disciple of
Christ who never counts the
cost of serving.
“I am grateful for the opportunity to serve,” McLean said as he
was presented his award.
McLean said he takes his example for service from Christ, who
asks us to love and care for our
neighbors.
Ron Montoya, president and
CEO
of
PlastiComm
Telecommunications, was presented with the Amistad
(Friendship) Award, which is
given to an individual or organization that has supported
Centro in its mission to educate
and offer spiritual direction to
those less fortunate.
Planning Committee chair
Delio Tamayo presented the
award to Montoya on behalf of
the committee, which makes
the selection. In receiving the
award, Montoya thanked Centro

staffers for making the mission
of the institute a reality.
“This honor really goes to
Archbishop
Chaput
and
Archbishop Gomez for their advocacy of, their wisdom and
their tenacity with Centro San
Juan Diego,” he said. “This place
would not be a reality without
their support and the support of
The Catholic Foundation.
“I also want to thank the many
contributors, volunteers, teachers, staff and, of course, Luis
Soto and his Hispanic Ministry
team.”
“Centro San Juan Diego has
become a place where we grow
in our faith and that is precisely
what we envisioned when we
thought
of
this,”
said
Archbishop Gomez. “This is
what Centro is all about.
“The world and the nation
need God and that means for all
of us to be active … in our different environments—to be apostles of Christ,” said Archbishop
Gomez.
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How well is your aging loved one managing?
Signs to watch for
and how to help
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

It can be a difficult determination to make: is your aging parent or other elderly loved one
managing adequately on his or
her own, or does he or she (the
latter will be used from here on)
need some assistance?
No matter how difficult it may
to be to look after their day-today
needs,
many
older
adults are reluctant to ask for or
accept help, regarding it as an
admission of incompetence or
an invasion of privacy. They may
also fear being forced into institutional care. As a result, some
try to conceal any physical or
mental difficulties.
The following are some indicators that your relative is unable to independently handle
all the activities of daily living.

Grooming
• Changes in appearance,
such as dirty or unkempt hair,
ragged fingernails, decaying
teeth
• Inappropriate dress or soiled
clothing
• Body odor

Nutrition
• Noticeable weight loss
• Complaints of poor appetite,
or loose-fitting dentures
• Insufficiently or inappropriately stocked refrigerator and
pantry
• Expired or rotting food in refrigerator

Housekeeping
• Dirty dishes or laundry piled
up
• Accumulation of garbage
• Excessive dirt or clutter
• Unsanitary conditions, especially in the kitchen or bathroom

Finances
• Accumulation of unopened
mail, especially bills
• Major credit card debt or
large, inexplicable bank account
withdrawals
• Bounced checks
• Inability to perform basic
banking transactions, including
writing a check

Medication
• Non-compliance with medication regimes - look for prescriptions that haven’t been
filled, and unused or expired
containers of medicine
• Lack of an organized system
for managing medications

• Prescriptions filled by a variety of pharmacies

Mobility
• Difficulty going from a sitting to a standing position
• Poor balance
• Poor walking endurance
• Difficulty negotiating stairs
within the home

Safety
• Recent falls— be on the
lookout for bruises or limping
• Cluttered walkways or stairwells
• Accidents with household
appliances

Energy Level
• Lethargy
• Social withdrawal

Mental Status
• Poor short-term memory
• Confusion
• Inability to carry out familiar
routines or follow instructions
• Poor judgment stemming
from lack of insight into needs
and limitations
• Suspiciousness

Getting help
Here are some ways to help,
depending on your relative’s situation:
Arrange for a medical checkup and accompany your relative. Lethargy, forgetfulness and
confusion could be caused by
reversible conditions such as infection, malnutrition, dehydration or depression. Request a
medication review by her primary physician or pharmacist,
since side effects, overmedication or drug interactions might
be at the root of difficulties. Ask
the pharmacist about available
aids for organizing and remembering to take medications.

PHOTO BY CNS

Ensure all prescriptions are
filled at one pharmacy.
If nutrition is an issue, arrange
a dental appointment to have
your relative’s teeth or dentures
checked; set up a schedule to
take her grocery shopping; stock
the freezer with heat-and-serve
foods; regularly have her over for
dinner; and arrange for nutritional supplements if necessary (consult the doctor or a dietitian first).
If vision is a problem,
ask the doctor for a referral to an
ophthalmologist. If nothing can
be done to improve your relative’s vision, get her a magnifier
for reading small print, and
other adaptive items such as a
large-keypad telephone and a
clock with oversized numbers.
List important phone numbers
on a posterboard (use black lettering on white), and place it on
the wall by her phone.
If falls are a concern, perform
a safety assessment of the home
environment to identify potential hazards—for example, clutter, throw rugs that don’t stay in
place, poor lighting, lack of

proper stair railings—and do
what you can to rectify them.
Visit a medical supply store and
check out the many products
that might make daily activities
easier and safer.
If financial management is an
issue, arrange for direct deposit
of pension checks and automatic
bill payment from your relative’s
bank account. If necessary, have
mail redirected to your home.
Encourage her to contact a
lawyer to assign a durable power
of attorney for property to one or
more people she trusts.
Investigate available resources in your relative’s community, which might include:
personal emergency response
systems; telephone reassurance
services; grocery delivery services; meals on wheels; volunteer
driver programs; accessible
transportation; therapeutic day
programs; recreational programs; and home health services involving personal care,
homemaking, nursing, dietary
consultation, physical and occupational therapy and social
work. Such information can be
obtained from the local office
on aging. If your relative needs
more help than community programs can provide and the cost
of private-pay services is prohibitive, inquire about senior
housing and residential care options.
Even if your relative appears to
be managing sufficiently at present, it’s a good idea, especially if
she has any chronic illnesses, to
start learning about resources in
the community that might be of
future benefit. This can help to
avert a crisis, and if one does
arise, you’ll be ready to assist her
in making informed decisions
and necessary arrangements.
Lisa M. Petsche is a clinical social worker and a freelance
writer specializing in family life
and elder care issues.
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Health S.E.T.—20 years of service to low-income seniors
BY JOHN GLEASON

For the last 20 years an organization called Health S.E.T.
(Service, Empowerment and
Transformation) has been committed to improving the lives of
low-income, frail elderly in the
metropolitan area. Health S.E.T.
is a free, first-line resource for
this portion of the population,
going into their clients’ rentsubsidized apartment housing
to address physical, emotional
and spiritual needs by way of
health promotion clinics and
nurse care management, according to Executive Director
Jenna Steig Watkins.
“The places we go people are
living independently,” Watkins
said, “but in many cases, they
have little contact with family or
friends. Our statistics reveal
that as many as 30 percent have
zero contact and we even had
one client who asked that we
call her once a week to make
sure she is still alive. Quite
often, it’s us or nobody.”
Health S.E.T. is a nonprofit organization founded by two orders of Catholic religious sisters,
the Sisters of Charity of
Cincinnati and the Wheaton
Franciscan Sisters to provide
health care and assistance. The
organization, when compared
with other service groups, has
flown under the radar according

HEALTH SET
What: nonprofit organization
that provides free health care
services to low-income seniors
Online: visit healthset.org
Phone: 303-595-6644
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to Watkins. Health S.E.T. would
like to change that.
“We might not be as well
known as other groups,”
Watkins said, “but it comes from
what I like to call ‘culture modesty’ in our organization; our
priority has been on programs
and outreach. But last month

our anniversary celebration attracted more than 200 people,
many who wanted to know who
we are and about our programs.”
One of those efforts, the nurse
care management program,
serves those deemed “at risk”
primarily due to age, disease or

impairment. They also help
their clients navigate the complex health care system, promoting independence and selfdetermination while also supporting clients as they deal with
life transitions.
“We had a client who was
dealing with a condition called
trigeminal neuralgia, a severe
nerve condition of the face
which makes it very painful to
eat,” Watkins said. “Many people with this affliction are considered a high suicide risk because of the constant pain.
Through the work of our nurses
this client had a procedure done
that now allows him to eat without pain. These are the stories
you remember.”
In the last year, more than 730
clients availed themselves of
services at Health S.E.T. clinics,
thanks to the help of more than
120 volunteers. More than 300
clients were visited in their
homes while another 300 clients
were accompanied to medical
care providers at no cost. Mary

Brockman found out about
Health S.E.T. when she moved
here from California 14 years
ago. She became very fond of
the volunteers who came to
“check in” on the residents of
her building and became a volunteer of sorts herself, organizing the monthly visits.
“They come here on the first
Thursday of the month,” Mary
said. “They send me the flyers
and I post them and remind
everyone that the day is coming
up. Some months we’ve had as
many as 35 to 40 people waiting
to see the nurses. Some look for
questions to be answered, others just want to talk.”
The volunteers come in and
check the client’s blood pressure, last month everyone got a
flu shot and a person-by person
check to make sure that everyone is staying on their medication, according to Brockman.
“It’s family,” she said, “and for
some of the people here, it’s the
only family they have. They
treat us like they’ve known us all
their lives; if we have a question,
they find out the answer. It’s
very special.”
Watkins said that 20 years is
just a beginning because there is
always more to do. She is always
looking for individuals or organizations who want to know more
about Health S.E.T. and the people they help. Information can
be
found
online
at
healthset.org, or by calling 303595-6644.
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Program seeks ‘Sharing the Warmth’ of generosity to seniors in need
BY ANN PIASECKI
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

KANKAKEE,
Ill.—Ann
O’Gorman opted to quit her job
to raise her own three children,
but is hardly housebound. The
former special-education teacher
routinely gathers her baby in her
arms, while directing the older
two to follow her on a path where
values, sensitivity and faith are
ripe for the taking.
The family tour is anything
but grandiose; it consists of
shopping trips to discount department stores, resale furniture
shops and, sometimes, grocery
stores. Like more than 80 other
senior service volunteers of the
Diocese of Joliet Catholic
Charities office in Kankakee, Ill.,
O’Gorman is intent upon remembering the forgotten and
lonely members of a generation
whose prime has passed.
In 2000, O’Gorman set out on
a plan during the holidays to remember those who once served
as role models for today’s young
and middle-aged families. From
a nursing home she visited regularly, O’Gorman acquired the
names of a few elderly residents

that time and distant family
members had forgotten.
She requested a wish list from
each recipient and shopped to
fill the gaping hole left over after
Social Security checks and meager pensions were spent.
The initiative was expanded
two years ago after she presented a formal proposal to Catholic
Charities. Holy Heart of Mary
Sister Kathleen Rickelman, a retired psychiatric nurse who
refers to herself as a “full-time
volunteer,” dubbed the effort
“Sharing the Warmth.”
“It’s a wonderful concept,”
Sister Rickelman said.
Dependent mostly on wordof-mouth to spread the news
about the sharing program, the
two women successfully tapped
into the spirit of generosity that
typically exists around the holiday season by contacting
schools, organizations within
the community and area congregations to consider the needs
of the elderly. Catholic Charities
enlisted the help of volunteers
to deliver the gifts before
Christmas.
“People remember children
(at Christmas time), but they
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don’t think about seniors,” said
O’Gorman.
Catholic Charities identifies a
list of seniors and asks them to
fill out a prepared set of simple
questions about individual necessity shortages, which could
include nonperishable food,
personal items or even a sweater
or a coat. A few more lines are
available for items that potential
recipients consider luxuries.
“You’d be surprised to see what

they consider luxury items,”
Sister Rickelman said, “like hand
lotion, a new toothbrush and
tube of Pepsodent (toothpaste)
and sugar-free candy.”
Since the recipients remain
anonymous, donors are only
made aware of the recipient’s
gender, O’Gorman said. Donors
from numerous congregations,
including St. Joseph Parish in
Bradley, Ill., Maternity Blessed
Virgin
Mary
Parish
in
Bourbonnais, Ill., and St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Kankakee,
have purchased everything from
four-drawer dressers and recliners to newspaper subscriptions
and microwave ovens, gifts
worth more than well beyond
the $35 minimum donation per
senior, said Sister Rickelman.
“The overwhelming generosity
that I found in the community
for seniors is great.”
In the past two years, the program has grown by leaps and
bounds from 86 recipients in
2002 to 162 in 2003, according to
her last count.
“The donors call us and offer to
be part of the program. We contacted the donors from last year
and some passed the information onto others,” Sister
Rickelman said. “We match them
up with a client or with someone
we know who needs somebody.”
“I view the Christian philosophy as giving and loving,”
O’Gorman said. “You give to
someone you don’t know. It’s like
simply providing someone with a
hug.”
The first and second graders at
Maternity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Elementary School in

Bourbonnais took the program to
heart, with each of the two classes collecting funds to furnish gifts
of two seniors.
A total of 27 third graders and
20 second graders considered the
program a challenge not only to
their giving spirit but also a test to
their commitment. They first had
to earn their contributions by
doing chores around the house
or in the neighborhood, and then
they offered their hard-earned
profits on behalf of someone in
need, explained third-grade
teacher Cheryl Bevis. Laura
Reney’s second graders gathered
$35, buying T-shirts, socks, a shirt
and a bag of Hershey’s kisses.
For 8-year-old Tim Fry, the realization that financial hardships
impact the aged was disconcerting. “I don’t like it,” he said after
learning that some elderly receive no Christmas presents at
all. “Usually grown-ups have a lot
of money.”
Donating for the second year in
a row, Roger Rainbolt of
Bourbonnais dropped off a giant
green package, while Sister
Rickelman checked off the contribution. He revealed that he
tries to create a mental picture of
his anonymous recipient. Later,
he and wife Jeannine were
matched with a man in need of
new clothes. “I’m fixing him up
with my taste. I hope he likes it,”
he said.
The success of the program has
spurred O’Gorman to seek to
broaden the scope of the
Christmastime vision to a yearround venture. “I hope to get
more volunteers to help with the
program,” she said.
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What to say and do when a friend is grieving
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

When
someone
you
know loses a loved one to death,
you want to reach out to him or
her (the latter will be used from
here on) but may feel unsure
of what to say or do. The following is some advice:
• Don’t agonize over what to
say. Keep it simple and heartfelt—for example, “I’m so sorry,”
“My heart goes out to you,” “I’m
here for you” or perhaps even
“I’m at a loss for words.” Avoid
platitudes such as “It’s for the
best” or “You still have a lot to be
thankful for.”
• Let your friend do the talking. Resist the urge to give advice or recount your own experiences. Be prepared for repetition—this is part of working
through grief.
• Accept silence. Sometimes a
bereaved person may not feel
like talking but would nonetheless appreciate companionship.
Remember, too, that body language—a touch of your hand,
pat on the shoulder or hug—can
also express support and caring,
often better than words.
• Keep in mind that grief affects people emotionally, spiritually, mentally and physically,
and that, although there may be
similarities, no two people
grieve alike.
• Don’t underestimate the
pain your friend is experiencing
and don’t discourage tears or
urge her to “Be strong.” Don’t try
to withhold your own tears, either; they’re merely a sign that
you care.
• Share memories of her loved
one—kind or funny things he
did or words of wisdom he
shared with you.
• Find a favorite photo of the
deceased person, frame it and
give it to your friend.
• Let her know you are praying
for her and her departed loved
one. Offer to pray together with
her.
• Encourage her to practice
self-care, getting adequate nutrition, exercise and sleep and
scheduling regular medical
checkups, as well as avoiding
unnecessary stress. Discourage
the use of alcohol or medication
as a coping mechanism.
• Offer to help in practical
ways, such as fielding phone
calls, preparing meals, shopping
for groceries or running errands.
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Don’t merely let her know you’re
available if she needs help; make
concrete offers (for example, “I’m
going to the grocery store—what
can I get you?”) or simply go
ahead and do things like deliver a
casserole or mow her lawn.
• Assure her that her feelings
are normal and she’s not going
crazy,
if
she
expresses
concern.
Listen
patiently
and empathetically to her
doubts and fears.

After the funeral
• Continue to stay in touch
after the funeral is over. That’s

when the reality of the loss sets
in, and bereaved people need
support more than ever.
• Don’t act as if everything is
okay. This makes it hard for your
friend to open up if she feels the
need.
• Don’t avoid the subject of
the deceased person or mention
of his name. It’s comforting to
the bereaved to know that others still remember their loved
one as time goes by.
• Be patient with your friend.
Since grief saps energy, take the
initiative in the relationship for
now, calling and arranging visits.

• Encourage her to take one
day at a time and to trust that
she will eventually heal enough
to be able to move forward with
her life.
•
Don’t
pressure
your
friend into doing things she
doesn’t feel ready for, such as
sorting through and disposing
of her loved one’s belongings.
• Discourage her from making
major life changes for a while.
• Encourage your friend to
seek professional help if she’s
unable to function in her dayto-day life (suggestive of clinical
depression).
• Remember special occasions
throughout the year that are
likely to be difficult: birthdays,
wedding anniversaries and holidays, as well as the anniversary
of death. Consider a memorial
Mass card to mark the latter. If
you live close by, offer to accompany your friend to the cemetery or a place her loved one enjoyed, such as a park or a favorite restaurant.
Above all, keep in mind that
bereaved people don’t expect
friends to provide answers to

difficult, often philosophical
questions - such as “Why did
this happen?” - or to take away
their pain. What they do want
and need is the comfort of
knowing they are not alone.
Lisa M. Petsche is a clinical social worker and a freelance writer
specializing in health and spiritual matters.
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SACRED MUSIC

FILM

St. Cecilia Mass and blessing
for musicians, cantors

Poignant moments, some surprises in
new documentary about late pope

The annual Mass honoring St.
Cecilia, patroness of musicians,
will be held Nov. 21 at Sts. Peter
and Paul Church in Wheat
Ridge. Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will be the
main celebrant.
The St. Cecilia Mass and special blessing is for all archdiocesan musicians and anyone who
supports the ministry of music,
including cantors, choir members and music directors. The
event is sponsored by the
Denver Chapter of the National
Association
for
Pastoral
Musicians, the Archdiocese of
Denver Music Committee and
the Office of Liturgy.
Born in the third century,
Cecilia married a Roman by the
name of Valerian. Following the
marriage, Valerian and his
brother
converted
to
Christianity. Very soon, the two
men were found out and martyred, a fate that would eventually claim Cecilia herself. Since
the Renaissance, St. Cecilia is
usually depicted with a viola or
small organ.
The St. Cecilia celebration will
also include presentation of the
fifth annual St. Cecilia Award by
Archbishop Chaput for work in

BY JOHN THAVIS
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ST. CECILIA is depicted in
stained glass.
the ministry of sacred music.
The St. Cecilia Mass will begin
at 7 p.m. Sts. Peter and Paul
Church is located at 3900 Pierce
St., Wheat Ridge. A reception
will follow the Mass and blessing. For more information, contact the Office of Liturgy at 303715-3156.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
John Paul II was lightly wounded
by a knife-wielding priest in
Portugal in 1982, one year after a
gunman tried to kill him in St.
Peter’s Square, according to one
of the late pope’s closest aides.
The disclosure came in a biographical film screened for the first
time at the Vatican on Oct. 16, the
30th anniversary of Pope John
Paul II’s election. Pope Benedict
XVI and many of the world’s bishops were in attendance.
Titled “Testimony,” the film is
based on a book of memoirs by
Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of
Krakow, Poland, who was the
late pope’s personal secretary
for 39 years, until the pope’s
death in 2005.
In the film, Cardinal Dziwisz recalled that the pope went to the
Marian sanctuary of Fatima,
Portugal, in 1982 to thank Mary
for saving his life in the 1981
shooting. During an evening ceremony, a priest carrying a large
knife lunged toward the pontiff.
At the time, Vatican officials
said the pope was unharmed
and was only informed about

“The work
for justice
requires that
the mind and
the heart of
Catholics be
educated and
formed to
know and
practice the
whole faith.”
USCCB
Forming
Consciences
for Faithful
Citizenship
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ACTOR Michael York poses during an interview in Rome Oct. 15 to
promote a new documentary film on the life of Pope John Paul II.
the incident the next day.
In the film, Cardinal Dziwisz
said the pope was in fact able to
carry on with the prayer service
and the rest of his schedule in
Fatima.
“It was only when we returned
to his room that I saw blood on
his vestments,” the cardinal
added. He did not elaborate, but
other Vatican sources said the
pope may have been superficially
wounded in the attack.
The 90-minute film, narrated
in English by the actor Michael
York but dubbed in Italian for the
Vatican screening, used actors to
depict scenes from the pope’s life
along with historical video
footage and still photographs.
Cardinal Dziwisz recounted
how he and aides would spirit the
pope out of the Vatican on secret
outings to the mountains near
Rome, sometimes hiding the
pontiff behind an opened newspaper in the back of a car.
In one of the most dramatic reenactments in the film, the pope
performs an exorcism on a
woman brought to him thrashing
and screaming. Cardinal Dziwisz
said the woman was possessed,
and only when the pope told her
he would celebrate a Mass for her
did she suddenly become calm.
Some of the film’s most
poignant moments came when
Cardinal Dziwisz revealed simple facts about the pope’s day-

to-day life in the Vatican: how
each morning he read the prayer
intentions that had been sent to
him and placed on his kneeler,
then spent a long time praying
for them; how he was upset by
the fact that homeless people
were sleeping on the Vatican’s
doorstep, and so asked Blessed
Mother Teresa to open a charity
shelter inside the Vatican; and
how he brought Polish traditions to the Vatican, especially at
Christmas.
The pope would sing aloud at
least one Christmas song a day
for several weeks, beginning
Christmas Eve, he said.
The film drew the biggest
round of applause when it
showed then-Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger—now
Pope
Benedict—embracing the pope
many years ago.
At the end of the screening,
Pope Benedict addressed the several thousand people in the
Vatican’s audience hall and told
them the film had allowed them
all to relive the moving story of
Pope John Paul, who “from heaven is certainly with us.”
“The film reveals Pope John
Paul’s human simplicity, his resolute courage and finally his suffering, faced right up to the end
with the strength of a mountaineer and the patience of a
humble servant of the Gospel,”
he said.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Annual Red Mass: to honor those in
the legal profession at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
1530 Logan St., Denver. Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap. celebrant.
Oct. 26: 4:30 p.m.
Traditional Latin High Mass: in
Extraordinary form at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa Drive,
Boulder.
Oct. 26: 10:30 a.m.
Mass And Prayer Vigil: for the unborn.
Mass at St. Pius X, 13670 E. 13th Place,
Aurora followed by vigil at Planned
Parenthood Clinic, 7155 E. 38th Ave.,
Denver.
Nov. 1: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 9:30 a.m.
Healing Service And Praise Mass: led
by Father Sebastien Pelletier at St.
Catherine Church 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver. See ad page 16.
Nov. 1: 6:30 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: with Father
Adreas Hock at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Benediction and
rosary.
Nov. 2: 3 p.m.
Memorial Event: for loss of loved one
at St. Joan of Arc Parish, 12735 W.
58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303-420-1232
for more information.
Nov. 1: 11 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for children in
Adoration Chapel at Holy Trinity
Church, 7595 Federal Blvd., Denver.
Call 303-940-1313 for more information.
Sundays: 3 p.m.
Pre-Election Prayer Service: to pray
for election that focuses on moral
principles and pursuit of common
good at St. John the Baptist Church,
323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Nov. 3: 7 p.m.
Prayer Service: to celebrate and give
thanks for our military at St. Frances
Cabrini Church, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. A reception will follow. Call
303-979-7688 for more information.
Nov. 14: 7 p.m.
Jubilee Mass: to celebrate 150th anniversary of Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception 1530
Logan St., Denver with Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap. will be
main celebrant. Reception to follow.
Nov. 16: Mass 12:30 p.m.
Reception 1:30 p.m.
Annual St. Cecilia Mass: and blessing
of pastoral musicians at Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-715-3156 for more information.
Nov. 21: 7 p.m.

Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Book Signing: with Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap. for his book
“Render Unto Caesar” at Borders
Bookstore in Park Meadows Mall, 8401
Park Meadows Center Drive, Lone
Tree.
Oct. 23: 7 p.m.
Central Catholic Alumni: monthly
luncheon at Elk’s Club, 1455 Newland
St., Lakewood. Call 303-757-3282 to
RSVP.
Oct 23: noon
Annual Fundraiser: at Holy Cross
Church 9371 Wigham St., Thornton.
Raffle, auction, talent show and chili
cook off. Tickets $10 adult/ $5 children. Call 720-280-3425 for details.
Oct. 24: 6:30 p.m.
Pre-Halloween Party: and canned food
drive for children sponsored by
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies
Auxiliary at Cure d’Ars Church, 3201
Dahlia St., Denver. Activities, refreshments and goodie bags. Admission is
2 non-perishable canned food items.
Oct. 24: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Craft Fair And Bake Sale: at Light of
the World Church, 10316 W. Bowles
Ave., Littleton.
Oct. 25: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Craft And Bake Fundraiser: for St.
Michael the Archangel preschool,
10999 E. Floyd Ave., Aurora.
Oct 25: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Oct 26: 8 a.m. - 4p.m.
Dedication And Blessing: of new emergency Assistance Center, 1205 W.
Byers Place, Denver, by Bishop James
D. Conley. Open house to follow blessing.
Oct. 28: 2:45 p.m.
A Night To Remember: annual dinnerdance and auction at Sts. Peter and
Paul School. Event at Arvada Center,
6901 Wadsworth in Arvada. Tickets
$40 per person. Call 303-424-0402
for information.
Nov. 1: 5:30 p.m.
Masquerade: the annual auction at
Holy Trinity School 7595 Federal Blvd.,
Westminster. Auction and catered dinner. Tickets are $40 which includes
chance to win cruise. Call 303-4275632 for details.
Nov. 1: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Holiday Bazaar: at Queen of
Peace Church, 13120 E. Kentucky Ave.,
Aurora.

Nov. 1: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 2: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Craft Fair: at St. John the Baptist
Church, 323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Handmade items, gifts and food.
Nov. 1- 2: 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
CLAY Sponsored Service Project: serving dinner to elderly at Little Sisters
of the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Call 303-455-6632 to help.
Nov. 5: 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Evening Of Hope: presented by Seeds
of Hope Charitable Trust at Seawell
Grand Ballroom. Dining and entertainment. Call 303-715-3127 or online at
seedsofhopetrust.org for details.
Nov. 7: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Craft And Bake Sale: at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, 3549 Navajo
St., Denver. More than 20 crafters
and home baked goodies. Call 303455-0447.
Nov. 22-23
Altar and Rosary Society: at St. Rose
of Lima Church, 355 S. Navajo St.,
Denver is looking for crafters and vendors for their annual fair in November.
Call Sue, 303-727-9228.
Nov. 22 and 23
Venders Needed: for Our Lady of
Mount. Carmel craft and bake sale in
November. Cal Phyllis at 303-4318858.
Nov. 22 and 23

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Explanation Of Annulment: in the
Catholic Church panel discussion led
by Father Daniel Leonard in Ballard
Hall at Christ the King Church 830 Elm
St., Denver. Call 303-388-1643 for
more information.
Oct. 23: 7 p.m.
Rebuild My Church: vocation retreat of
prayer and discernment with Capuchin
Franciscan Friars at Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
To register, call Father John Lager,
OF.M. Cap. at 303-981-1111.
Oct. 24-26.
Parent Education Seminar: with noted
speaker John Rosemond at St. Thomas
More School, 8035 S. Quebec,
Centennial. Cost $10 per person, $15
per couple. Call 303-300-3930.
Oct. 28: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Motherhood Interrupted: stories of
healing and hope after abortion with
Jan Brennan who will speak about

saving graces of Project Rachel at
Christ the King Church, 4291
Evergreen Parkway, Evergreen. Call
303-674-3155 for details.
Oct. 28: 6:30 p.m.
Orientation Meetings: for those interested in becoming a deacon at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
room 111. Call Deacon John Smith for
more information 303-715-3198.
Nov. 1: 1 p.m.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m.
Next Installment Of St. Paul Lectures:
getting to know the apostle to the
Gentiles conducted by Father Daniel
Norick V.F. at St. Anthony of Padua
Church, 3801 W. Ohio Ave., Denver.
Nov. 4: 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
New Membership And Leadership:
needed for Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts. Council Meeting to be held at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Call 303-522-8828 for information.
Nov. 8: 10 a.m.
Catholic Marriage Prep Classes: at
Holy Family Parish, 4377 Utica St. ,
Denver. Program satisfies steps one
and three of archdiocesan requirements. Four-week class will meet on
Monday evenings. Call 719-471-9702
for details.
Nov. 10 - Dec. 1: 6 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
Formation Program: for those interested in joining the Secular Discalced
Carmelite Community at St. Thomas
More Church 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-806-9923 for information.
Nov. 8: 8:30 a.m.
Beginners Iconography Workshop: at
St. Dominic Church, 3053 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Call for details, 303-2388983.
Nov. 11-15
Gregorian Chant Retreat: conducted
by Sister Hildegard Budnick, OSB, at
Abbey of St. Walburga in “Virginia
Dale, CO. Three-day retreat will focus
on psalms and antiphons; theory,
chant notation. Cost $175 which includes room and meals. Call 970-4720612 for information and reservations.
Nov. 21-23
Retreat For Married Couples: including
talks discussions and renewal of vows
at Holy Name Church, 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Englewood. Cost is $60 per couple which includes meals. Call 303660-1904 for information.
Nov. 22: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Make Plans Now: for Advent and
Christmas retreats at St. Malo Retreat
Catholic Retreat Center in Estes Park.
Personal or group retreats available.
Call 303-747-0201 for information.
Support Group: to deal with the loss
of a child at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303431-5278.
2nd and 4th Wed. of the month

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Franciscan University Of
Steubenville: is going to Greece and
Turkey led by Bishop Samuel Jacobs
of Houma-Thibodaux Diocese. Call
800-437-8368 for information.
Mar. 9-20, 2009
13-Day Palm Sunday Pilgrimage: t o
the Holy Land led by Father Tomas
Fraile from St. Cajetan Parish. Call
rectory for details, 303-922-6306.
Mar. 26 - Apr. 7, 2009
Apostolic Pilgrimage: to Austria,
Germany and Italy led by Father Greg
Ames from Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish. Call 303-452-2041 Ext. 121 for
details.
May 20 - June 4, 2009
Year Of St. Paul Pilgrimage: to
Greece and Turkey with Father
Grzegorz Cioch. 18 days on Aegean
Sea, visit to ancient ruins, Mass in
Mary’s house in Ephesus. Call 303773-8130 for details.
May 27 - June 8, 2009

SINGLES
Singles Dance: at St. Thomas More
Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Cost $15 includes food
and beverage. Call 720-493-8707.
Nov 15: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

VOLUNTEERING
Become A Snow Buddy: special program to help homnebound seniors
with snow removal during the winter.
Sponsored through Volunteers of
America. Call 720-264-3379
Health Passport Links: through St.
Anthony Central Hospital assists senior citizens receive the benefits they
deserve; counseling, food assistance,
utility bills. Call for information 303629-4996.
Health S.E.T.: service, empowerment
and transformation is looking for volunteers to spend a few house each
month with seniors running errands,
writing letters and and reading mail.
Call Mary Ann May at 303-595-6644.
Mercy Volunteer Corp: a lay volunteer program sponsored by the
Sisters of Mercy is looking for people
to donate one year of service to
those in need. Call 215-641-5535 for
more information.
Sacred Heart House: of Denver is
looking for volunteers to babysit for
young people attending life skills and
parenting classes. Call 303-2966686 for more information.
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Survey
From Page 7
who would “uphold marriage
only between a man and a
woman.”
With the exception of the Iraq
war and health care, the con-
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cepts Catholics were asked to
comment on in the poll did not
register on the list of top issues.
Anderson said these were “more
fundamental and enduring issues” that “resonate more
strongly with Catholics.”
A significant majority of
Catholics, 73 percent, said they
believed the country was headed

in the wrong direction; only 21
percent said they thought it was
headed in the right direction, and
6 percent said they were not sure.
By a similar margin, 72 percent
said they were mostly discouraged about the direction of the
country and 23 percent said they
were mostly encouraged; 5 percent were unsure.

Sixty-six percent of Catholics
were mostly upset about the direction of the country, compared to 26 percent who said
they were mostly energized.
According to the survey, the
Knights calculated that 65 percent of Catholics worship “regularly,” with the breakdown as
follows: more than once a week,

8 percent; once a week, 36 percent; and once or twice a
month, 21 percent.
The survey had a margin of
error ranging from plus or
minus 2.5 percentage points for
all Americans surveyed up to
plus or minus 6.5 percentage
points for registered nonpracticing Catholic voters.
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