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A RECENT Vatican directive prohibits the use of the
term “Yahweh” in the liturgy. American Catholics are
most likely to notice the change in songs, such as the
popular Dan Schutte hymn, “You Are Near,” which has
been revised to accommodate the ruling.

No ‘Yahweh’ in liturgies
is no problem for the
archdiocese, officials say
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A FAMILY is served dinner at Catholic Charities Samaritan House in lower downtown Denver Oct. 9. The Daniels Fund recently gave a $1.2 million grant to Catholic Charities for its emergency service programs such as the homeless shelter.
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Two ways to invest in
human dignity this month
For Catholics, October is Respect Life Month. This is a good
time to suggest two very practical ways Coloradans can honor
the theme of human dignity this fall.
Here’s the first way. Over the years I’ve had the privilege to
know many strong Catholic families raising children with disabilities. The parents understand through direct experience
how precious every human life is, no matter how burdened by
special problems and needs. Their witness of love is extraordinary, but it isn’t easy; and here in Colorado, it’s often harder
than it should be.
While public support and government services for the disabled are far better than they were 50 years ago, resources are
still scarce. Colorado’s Amendment 51, on the ballot this fall,
would provide urgently needed help for thousands of persons
with disabilities who otherwise have no medical or vocational
safety net. More than 12,000 Colorado children and adults who
have developmental disabilities—Down syndrome, autism,
cerebral palsy and similar difficulties—are currently stuck on
state waiting lists for needed care and support. In fact, our
state has more people who desperately need special care than
currently receive services.
Worse, thousands of persons with disabilities have been waiting for their state help for more than 15 years. As Amendment
51 supporters note, many of the disabled, through no fault of
their own, need help to eat, dress and bathe. Others need constant assistance and supervision because of major medical issues, lack of basic life and safety skills, or because family caregivers can no longer provide care due to age, illness or death.
Still others are young children with autism who cannot access
early intervention services that they desperately need and
which are proven to be effective.
Amendment 51, through a modest increase in Colorado’s
sales tax, will directly help thousands of children and adults
with disabilities. Catholics can legitimately disagree on the
best public policies to provide things like immigration justice,
health care, national defense and support for disabled persons.
But I would strongly encourage Colorado Catholics to consider
voting yes on Amendment 51. Our task as Christians is to advance the sanctity of human life from conception to natural
death. In affirming the dignity of persons with disabilities by
easing their urgent needs, Amendment 51 is thoroughly prolife
and worthy of our support at the ballot box.
Here’s a second important way we can honor the theme of
human dignity this fall. Denver’s annual Gospel of Life conference will take place Saturday, Oct. 25. Founded to continue the
work of Pope John Paul II’s great encyclical “Evangelium Vitae”
(“The Gospel of Life”), the conference offers a different variation on the theme of human dignity every October. This year,
40 years after the release of another great encyclical—Paul VI’s
“Humanae Vitae” (“Of Human Life”)—the conference will examine the continuing importance of “Humanae Vitae,” the reasons it’s so often misunderstood, the social and personal consequences of ignoring its wisdom, the purpose of human sexuality and the keys to a joyful marriage. Conference speakers are
excellent every year, but this year especially so: Bishop James
Conley, author Alice von Hildebrand and the marriage ministry
team of Christine and Christian Meert.
The Gospel of Life conference is one of the most useful, enjoyable and important events on the annual archdiocesan calendar, and “Humanae Vitae” is one of the most courageous and
prophetic Church teachings in recent decades. I’ll be there on
Oct. 25, and invite you to join me for this wonderful gathering.
Editor’s note: The Gospel of Life Conference is open to the
public and will begin with Mass at 8 a.m. in Christ the King
chapel, celebrated by Archbishop Chaput. Keynote speakers
and panel discussion will follow in Bonfils Hall. The cost, which
includes lunch, is $15 per person. The conference will run until
2:30 p.m. For more information or to register, call the Respect
Life Office at 303-715-3205, or e-mail respect.life@archden.org.

Catholic Charities gets $1.2 million
for emergency services programs
Daniels Fund grant
continues partnership
with Church built on
friendship
BY JOHN GLEASON

These are dark economic
times, but a generous grant the
Daniels Fund presented to
Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Denver will help
the agency reach out to those
most in need.
The Daniels Fund gave $1.2
million to Catholic Charities to
support capital construction and
emergency services programs.
Programs the grant will benefit
include the 70-bed Mission Shelter
in Fort Collins; the Guadalupe
Shelter for single men in Greeley;
the Father Ed Judy House, serving
single-parent homeless mothers
and their children; Samaritan
House, which provides shelter and
basic services to those in need; and
eight emergency assistance sites
that offer food and financial aid.
Each year, Catholic Charities
touches the lives of thousands of
people of all faiths, working with
individuals and families to meet
needs, eliminate oppression and
to build a just and compassionate
society.
The organization is thrilled to be
the recipient of such generosity,
said Kurt Bartley, chief development officer for Catholic Charities.
“Bill Daniels has great esteem
in the community,” Bartley said,
“and it’s gratifying to be associated with Mr. Daniels and the
Daniels fund. It honors our work
and can be seen as trust that the
work will continue.”
The grant, said Bartley is twofold: it is a capital campaign gift as
well as a gift for homeless services.
“Starting with this fiscal year, the
grant is a three-year gift which will
allow us to continue our homeless
services,” he said. “It comes at a
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LEXIE DOTSON, 2, enjoys dinner at Catholic Charities’ Samaritan
House, 2301 Lawrence St., on Oct. 9.
fortuitous time as we’ve seen an in- of the poor Msgr. C.B. Woodrich, a
crease in the number of people cofounder of Samaritan House.
“Bill Daniels was a big supporter
coming to us asking for help.”
Specifically, one of the projects of Father Woody,” Droege said.
to benefit as a result of the grant is “He would show up (to help) at the
a new emergency assistance cen- annual (Father Woody) Christmas
ter at 1205 W. Byers Place in party for the homeless; he was also
Denver, one of eight such centers on the committee of the constructhe agency operates in northern tion of Samaritan House. It’s this
friendship, and this legacy that
Colorado.
“It opened last week and offers came from it, which continues
services such as food, rental as- today through the grants that are
sistance and utility assistance,” made by the Daniels Fund to
Bartley said. “These are the key Catholic Charities.
“This organization is but one
elements that in many cases can
help people remain in their own example of the many wonderful
home. That is one of the biggest organizations out on the front
lines doing tremendous work,” he
challenges right now.”
The world can be a cynical place said. “They deserve support and
at times, Bartley said, but there al- the Daniels Fund is honored to be
ways seems to be a generosity that part of the work that Catholic
Charities does.”
shows itself when needed.
Retired basketball player,
“We make applications for
many grants all the time,” he said, coach and executive Vince
“and of course we don’t receive Boryla, who first met Daniels in
them all. But then you see the late 1968, recalled the philanDaniels Fund come forward; a thropist’s relationship with
member of our community ready Father Woody.
“Bill liked not only the things
to help.”
Peter J. Droege, vice president of that Father Woody did, but the
communications for the Daniels way he got them done; helping
Fund, said the partnership the people quietly and without fanfund has with Catholic Charities fare,” he said. “And I think he’d be
traces its way back to the friend- delighted with the presentation
ship that existed between cable pi- of this grant and what it will do
oneer Bill Daniels and champion for Catholic Charities.”

Charities’ gala honors late priest
Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Denver honored
the late Father Philip Meredith
as this year’s recipient of the

Hope and Care Award. The
award was presented Oct. 4 at
the organization’s 2008 We
Believe in Miracles Gala for

northern Colorado. The event
took place at the Hilton Hotel in
Fort Collins.
Father Meredith most recently
served as board chair for

See Gala, Page 18
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No ‘Yahweh’ in liturgies is no problem
for the archdiocese, officials say
Vatican ruling
prohibits use of term
‘Yahweh’ in liturgy
BY ROXANNE KING

In June the Vatican issued a directive concerning the use of the
term “Yahweh” in the liturgy,
saying the term should not be
used. The only areas American
Catholics may see a change as a
result of the directive is in songs
or prayers, as liturgical texts do
not use the term.
Carrying out the directive hasn’t been much of a problem in
the Denver Archdiocese, according to John Miller, associate
director of the archdiocese’s
Office of Liturgy and music coordinator at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception.
“Some music directors have
just tried to avoid using liturgical hymns that have the sacred
name in the song,” he said. “The
well-known one is Dan Schutte’s
hymn with the line ‘Yahweh, I
know you are near.’”
Unfortunately, when the directive from the Congregation
for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments
was released on June 29, hymnals for 2009 had already been
printed by Oregon Catholic
Press, a nonprofit publisher of
liturgical music, including
Schutte’s “You Are Near.”
Schutte promised to change
the song and asked that it not be
used until he did so, requesting
that people not revise the lyrics

themselves as he didn’t want
multiple versions of the song
circulating. To change a song’s
wording, noted Miller, is to infringe on copyright protections.
Schutte has revised the wording of “You Are Near” and the
new version is available on the
OCP Web site (ocp.org) along
with a handful of other songs
that have been revised.
“Some people might hem and
haw and kick the dirt on such a
thing but … it won’t affect our
experience of God as we sing
these songs in the liturgy,” said
Miller. “It’s not getting rid of the
songs; it’s trying to be more reverent in our speech with the
name of God and observing the
Second Commandment and it’s
having consideration for our
Jewish brothers and sisters who
hold that word, specifically, in
such sacred reverence.”
The directive is simply upholding the original and longstanding practice of the Church
to not pronounce the Hebrew
name of God and is enforcing a
ruling made in the 2001 papal
instruction
“Liturgiam
Authenticam,” which was also
published by the Congregation
for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments,
said Scripture scholar Sister
Mary Timothea Elliott, R.S.M.
“In that document, which is
now seven years old, the directive was that ‘Yahweh’ not be
used,” said Sister Elliott, who is a
Scripture professor at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
“Liturgiam
Authenticam”
notes, “In accordance with immemorial tradition … the name

of almighty God expressed by
the Hebrew tetragrammaton
(YHWH) and rendered in Latin
by the word Dominus, is to be
rendered into any given vernacular by a word equivalent in
meaning.”
“But that hasn’t been fully implemented,” Sister Elliott said.
Jewish leaders had recently
approached Pope Benedict XVI
requesting that out of reverence
for the name of God the practice
of pronouncing it that had crept
into the liturgy, discontinue.
“The Jewish people do not use
this name, ever, out of respect,”
Sister Elliott said. “They don’t
even write it. And (Englishspeaking)
Catholics
and
Christians did not use it until
after Vatican II.”
The Second Vatican Council
ended in 1965. The English version of the Jerusalem Bible, the
first Catholic Bible to use the
name “Yahweh” for the four
consonant
tetragrammaton
“YHWH,” was published in
1966.
“At the time the Jerusalem
Bible was promulgated (1961 in
French), Scripture scholars from
all over the world objected to the
articulation of ‘Yahweh’ because
from the beginning of translations of the Scriptures, it was
never rendered in any way except as ‘Lord,’” Sister Elliott said.
Jews traditionally substituted
the word Adonai, which means
“Lord,” whenever they came to
the sacred tetragrammaton. The
early Christians made similar
substitutions when translating

See Liturgy, Page 8

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 15: Mass, Association of Hispanic Priests Convention, St. Mary Cathedral, Colorado Springs (5 p.m.)
Oct. 16: St. John Vianney Theological Seminary Board of Trustees Meeting, JP II Center; Fourth annual
Archbishop José H. Gomez Awards Dinner, Centro San Juan Diego
Oct. 17: Keynote Speaker, ENDOW: 2008 Catholic Women’s Conference, Marriott City Center Hotel
(7 p.m.)
Oct. 18: Mass, ENDOW: 2008 Catholic Women’s Conference, Holy Ghost Church (9 a.m.); White Mass,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.)
Oct. 19: Mass, 100th anniversary, St. Anthony Parish, Julesburg (10 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 20: Mass and pastoral visit, St. Joseph Parish, Akron (5 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 15: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
Oct. 16: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.); St. John Vianney Theological Seminary Board of Trustees
Meeting, JPll Center; Fourth annual Archbishop José H. Gomez Awards Dinner, Centro San Juan Diego
Oct. 17: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Oct. 18: White Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.)
Oct. 19: Celebrant of Televised Mass, KBDI Channel 12 (6:30 a.m.); Mass and Confirmation, St. Ignatius of
Loyola Parish (10 a.m.)
Oct. 20: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.); Mass and pastoral visit, St. Joseph Parish, Akron (5 p.m.)
Oct 21: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Jorge De Los Santos, pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Denver, effective Oct. 1, until June 2011.

RESPECT LIFE 2008-09

VINCENT M. RUE, PH.D.
‘The Hollow Men’: Male grief
and trauma following abortion
The 2008-09 Respect Life column series continues with the
piece below.
We are the hollow men
We are the stuffed men . . .
Our dried voices, when
We whisper together
Are quiet and meaningless . . .
Remember us—if at all—not as lost
Violent souls, but only
As the hollow men
The stuffed men.
—T.S. Eliot, “The Hollow Men” (1925)
Abortion has become a personal and social eraser of choice
for our unwanted, ill-timed, and “defective” offspring. With
mainstream mental health professional associations encouraging this procedure by advising that it is psychologically safe,
women and men have embraced abortion as a stress reliever.
Yet the evidence is mounting that abortion carries serious and
significant mental health risks for many women.
What about the impact of
abortion on men? With some
45 million abortions in the
GOSPEL OF LIFE
U.S. since 1973, this is not a
CONFERENCE
rhetorical question. The
What: Respect Life summit
sheer numbers represent a
potential mental health
Theme: Humanae Vitae: 40
shockwave of personal and
Years Later
relational injury.
When: 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Oct. 25
Growing interest on how
abortion impacts individuals, Where: JPII Center, 1300 S.
their relationships and famiSteele St.
lies is evident today. The
first-ever conference on men Information: call 303-715-3205;
e-mail
and abortion took place in
respectlife.ofice@archden.org
2007, 34 years after the
Supreme Court legalized
abortion. Since then, media reports highlighting various aspects of this subject have appeared in the Los Angeles Times,
The Nation and other publications.
Men’s responses to abortion are varied, like men themselves.
How abortion impacts men is complicated by the decisionmaking that precedes the abortion. For men who pressure or
encourage the women they care about to have an abortion,
troublesome feelings can emerge later on.
In a national Web-based study of 135 men who have experienced an abortion, 48 percent of men stated that they opposed
their partner’s abortion and 69 percent reported moderate to
very high stress following the abortion (Rue, Coyle, & Coleman,
2007).
While there is much we don’t know about men and abortion,
there are some 28 studies on men’s reactions to abortion that
are informative. In one study, most men felt overwhelmed, with
many experiencing disturbing thoughts of the abortion
(Shostak & McLouth, 1984). Research evidence suggests that
men are also less comfortable expressing vulnerable feelings of
grief and loss, instead either saying nothing or becoming hostile. And of course, because no abortion occurs in a relational
vacuum, the consequences of these two factors have considerable implications for men’s relationships with women.
In a review of how abortion impacts relationships, Coleman,
Rue & Spence (2007a) reported these findings among others:
(1) men tend to exert greater control over the expression of
painful emotions, intellectualize grief, and cope alone; (2) men
were more likely to experience feelings of despair long after the
abortion than women; and (3) men are more at risk for experiencing chronic grief.

See Grief, Page 12
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BREAKING
OPEN THE
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE
CAMPAIGN 2008

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Oct. 19: 29th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Life in these United States
According to the conventional wisdom, American elections
are usually determined by pocketbook economic issues. This
may give too little credit to the American people’s concern for
how a superpower exercises leadership in the world; it certainly
doesn’t take sufficient account of how “culture war” issues can
be decisive (as they were in settling the electoral college vote in
2004). Still, Ronald Reagan’s famous question in a 1980 debate
with Jimmy Carter—“Are you better off than you were four years
ago?”—plays a considerable role in shaping voters’ choices.
Catholics seeking to bring themes from the Church’s social
doctrine into American public life will thus have many domestic
policy questions for the major presidential candidates:
1. Is the much-deplored “partisanship” in Washington an expression of unprecedented nastiness on the part of legislators,
or does it reflect genuine, deep-set, and significant differences
of opinion on serious issues?
2. How will you help save inner-city Catholic schools, which
are crucial lifelines for at-risk children?
3. How can U.S. immigration policy combine respect for the rule
of law and concern for national security, on the one hand, with
generosity toward those who wish to contribute to our national life
and improve their own condition? Will you tell Mexico that a lot of
the immigration problem in the American southwest is due to
Mexico’s own public policy-driven economic incapacities?
4. Do you believe that “global warming”—in the sense of dramatic, man-caused climate change with predictable, deleterious, and potentially catastrophic effects—is an established fact?
If so, how should we address this issue without wrecking our
economy and those of developing and transitioning nations? Are
you at all concerned that today’s environmental movement displays some of the features of a cult?
5. Let’s forget the mantra of “energy independence,” which is a
pipedream. Can we significantly decrease our dependence on
foreign oil without a major national investment in nuclear
power? What can the federal government do to encourage the
development of plug-in hybrids and other more energy-efficient
cars? What do you make of the resistance to oil-drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Reserve, which some argue puts the migratory patterns and amorous interests of caribou above national security and economic rationality?
6. How would you reform American health care without making doctors de facto employees of the federal government?
7. How would you rationalize homeland security, so that legitimate concerns about terrorism are addressed without wasting
vast amounts of travelers’ time and taxpayers’ money?
8. What role, if any, does the federal government have in fixing
the broken mess that is the American air transportation system?
The Interstate highway system, once a marvel, now suffers from
age and neglect; what’s the solution there? And while we’re on the
subject of transportation, why isn’t high-speed rail the answer to
both transport and energy issues in our major urban corridors?
9. How would your administration’s policies encourage a culture of saving and personal financial responsibility?
10. Everyone who can read a balance sheet knows that the
Social Security system is heading over the fiscal cliff. What does
“social security reform” mean to you? What role, if any, do individual retirement accounts play in pension security in America?
11. What can be done to address the well-documented link
between abortion-on-demand and higher rates of divorce and
extramarital pregnancy?
12. What role should Washington play in elevating our national cultural life? How will you use the presidential bully pulpit to
address the cultural sewer of the popular entertainment industry? Pornography is a highly profitable American export; does
that concern you, morally and in terms of our public diplomacy?
13. What is the relationship between tax rates and economic
growth?
14. To listen to some candidates and commentators during
this campaign, you’d think we were all living in a dysfunctional
hellhole like Equatorial Guinea. Take a deep breath, avoid hyperbole, and give us your honest judgment of the present state

Continued right

Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6
• Psalm 96:1-10
• 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
• Matthew 22:15-21
Theme: God or Caesar? Some
people think that religion and
politics should have nothing to
do with each other. But the fact is,
whether we like it or not, faith
and politics are closely related
because both are concerned with
fundamental questions about
human life and the common
good. This sometimes awkward
relationship between Church and
State is reflected in this week’s
readings. In the Old Testament
reading Cyrus, king of Persia
(Iran), is held up as a faithful servant of God even though he’s a
pagan. Cyrus is honored and
God’s “anointed” because he
served God’s purposes, issuing
the decree which allowed the

Jews to return to Jerusalem after
the Babylonian captivity. In the
second reading Paul reminds the
Christians in Thessalonica that
they, like Cyrus, were chosen to
serve God. Although most of
them were nobodies, they served
God’s purposes no less than the
emperor of Persia. In this week’s
Gospel Jesus puts Caesar in his
place, so to speak. Caesar is deserving of honor and has a certain authority. Nevertheless, his
honor and authority is circumscribed by the sovereignty of God.
Key verse: “Render unto to
Caesar what belongs to Caesar
and to God what belongs to
God” (Mt 22:21).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The duty of obedience requires all to give due
honor to authority and to treat
those who are charged to exercise it with respect, and, insofar
as it is deserved, with gratitude
and good-will. Authority does
not derive its moral legitimacy
from itself. It must not behave in
a despotic manner, but must act
for the common good as a
‘moral force based on freedom
and a sense of responsibility’”
(Nos. 1900, 1902).

Pope Benedict XVI: “The
Church cannot and must not take
upon herself the political battle to
bring about the most just society
possible. She cannot and must
not replace the State. Yet at the
same time she cannot and must
not remain on the sidelines in the
fight for justice. She has to play
her part through rational argument and she has to reawaken
the spiritual energy without
which justice, which always demands sacrifice, cannot prevail
and prosper. A just society must
be the achievement of politics,
not of the Church. Yet the promotion of justice through efforts to
bring about openness of mind
and will to the demands of the
common good is something
which concerns the Church
deeply” (“Deus Caritas Est,” 28).
Application: Caesar, that is, the
State, has its own legitimate but
limited sphere of authority, which
ultimately comes from God. To
be “one nation under God”
means that we’re not only under
his protection and guidance (we
pray) but that we are also under
his judgment. The State is not absolute; only God is. And we serve
the nation best when we are
God’s faithful servants first.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Desecration of the
Eucharist on YouTube
We want to bring your attention
to 40 disturbing video episodes of
a young man desecrating the holy
Eucharist. These videos are being
shown on the popular Web site
YouTube. We are extremely offended and saddened by these
videos.
We have contacted
YouTube via a letter, which we
faxed to them (twice). We have
also flagged these videos as hateful
and abusive of our religion. The
Web site address for these videos
is:
http://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=XHcVEAsRNUQ.
Caution: The videos are truly
revolting.
YouTube has a policy of taking
down anti-religious videos as evidenced by the fact that they have
pulled several anti-Islamic
videos.
The contact information for
YouTube is as follows:

Weigel
of the U.S. economy. Is it fundamentally sound or not? Would
you swap the U.S. economy,
even-up, for any other major
national economy in the world?
If so, with whom would you
trade?
George Weigel is Distinguished
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

CONTACT YOUTUBE
To register a complaint:
Online:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XHcVEAsRNUQ; follow
instructions to register a
complaint.
Phone: 650-253-0000, press 0
Write: YouTube LLC, 901 Cherry
Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
Fax: 650-253-0001

1. YouTube’s phone number,
which is owned by Google, is 650253-0000; then press 0 to talk with
an operator. They will tell you
that you must register your complaint online. Our hope is that if
(Catholics) call them, maybe they
will listen.
2. YouTube’s address is:
YouTube LLC, 901 Cherry Ave.,
San Bruno, CA 94066. Their fax

number is 650-253-0001.
We are praying for the conversion of the young man in the
video.
Steve and Robin Kiss,
O.C.D.S.
Lakewood

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

THE SAINTS: ST. TERESA OF AVILA
1515 - 1582
Feast –
Oct. 15
A devout
Spanish
child who
ran away to
seek
martyrdom
among the Moors. Teresa
entered the Carmelites at 21
and, after 18 years under a

relaxed rule, sought more
austerity. Her reforms initially
were opposed, but the opening
of a new convent in 1562 was
followed by widespread
changes and the founding of
numerous convents. Her
intense spirituality is
chronicled in such classics as
“The Interior Castle” and“ The
Way of Perfection.” This mystic
was named a doctor of the
Church in 1970.
© 2008 CNS
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Colorado bishops weigh in on amendments
The Catholic bishops of
Colorado released the following
statement on Oct. 7 about
Amendment’s 46, 51 and 59.
On Tuesday, Nov. 4, Coloradans
will vote on a variety of important
ballot issues, statewide offices
and the next president of the
United States. Not all public issues have the same moral gravity.
In the case of proposed state constitutional Amendments 46, 51
and 59, faithful Catholics can legitimately disagree on whether to
support or oppose these initiatives. Nonetheless, as part of the
public discussion, the Catholic
bishops of Colorado offer the following thoughts.
Vatican II, the great reforming
Church council that opened
more than 40 years ago, called
Catholics to a greater zeal for the
social mission of the Church. But
since the council, the hopes of a
better life for so many of our
neighbors have gone unrealized—despite the work of many
good persons dedicated to living
the Gospel every day.
Amendment 46, if passed,
would ban affirmative action programs that take race or gender into
account for public employment,
education or contracting purposes. The intent of this amendment
may seem attractive to some.
Nonetheless, Colorado’s bishops
oppose Amendment 46, because it
will have negative effects on programs and policies that benefit
women and minorities.
Amendment 46 is a disturbing
policy shift for Colorado. It is a
setback for women and minorities and ties the hands of the
state’s universities and colleges.
It is bad public policy and undermines decades of progress made
in bringing full equality to education, employment and contracting in Colorado.
In contrast, the bishops strongly support Amendments 51 and
59. Amendment 51 creates a
modest increase in the state sales
and use tax in order to generate
new funds. This money would be
used to eliminate the waiting list
for state developmental disabilities services. The bishops regard
this proposal as reasonable and
urgent. If we seek to be genuinely “prolife,” we need to provide
adequate support for the mentally and physically disabled, who
too often wait years for important
state services. Persons with disabilities share in our own human
dignity as children of God. They
and their caregivers deserve society’s appropriate help.
Amendment 59 creates a dedicated funding stream for preschool through 12th grade public
education. Amendment 59 requires our state to save money
when times are good, to avoid
cutting essential educational
services when times are bad. In
effect, it would relieve public education and other important
services from future cuts that

would otherwise be dictated by
TABOR—the nation’s strictest
spending limitation on all levels
of state government. With the
dramatic downsizing of public
services since it passed in 1992,
Colorado now ranks near the bottom of all states in its support for
critical public structures and
services.

While most of the direct benefits
of Amendment 59 will go to education, the fact that this amendment allows the state to retain all
revenues collected means that
many budget cuts to other critical
programs such as senior services,
health care, affordable housing
and higher education are likely to
be mitigated in the future.

Churches and charities cannot build a just society alone.
We need government to do its
rightful job, not cut or severely
restrict its services. We need
government to serve the common good with laws that defend
the weak, and with the money,
personnel and other resources
to ensure a life of basic dignity
for all our people. Therefore, we
encourage our people to vote for
the passage of Amendment 59.

In Christ,
+ Most. Rev. Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Denver
+ Most Rev. James D. Conley,
S.T.L.
Auxiliary Bishop of Denver
+ Most Rev. Arthur N. Tafoya,
D.D.
Bishop of Pueblo
+ Most Rev. Michael J.
Sheridan, S.T.D.
Bishop of Colorado Springs
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Pope praises Pius XII, but
Politics, liturgy, priorities to be
sainthood cause still on hold focus of bishops’ fall meeting

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Among
the thousands who crammed
into St. Peter’s Basilica for a Mass
commemorating Pope Pius XII,
many were hoping for an announcement about his beatification, a step toward sainthood.
That didn’t happen. Pope
Benedict XVI strongly praised
Pope Pius and prayed that his
sainthood cause would make
progress, but he made no promises and set no dates. He did not
declare Pope Pius “venerable,”
the step that would have advanced the cause and, no doubt,
would have prompted much applause in the basilica. To make
sure that no one got the wrong
idea, the Vatican spokesman,
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,
told reporters not to expect the
pope to go off and sign such a decree immediately after the Mass.
The pope was demonstrating his
“spiritual union” with those hop-

BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Meeting less than a week after
the election of a new U.S. president, the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops will discuss
“the practical and pastoral implications of political support
for abortion.”
But the agenda for the Nov.
10-13 USCCB fall general assembly at the Baltimore
Marriott Waterfront Hotel also
CNS PHOTO/ TONY GENTILE, REUTERS
will focus on a wide range of
other issues, including such frePope Benedict XVI waves as he
quent topics as liturgical transarrives to celebrate an Oct. 9
lations and priorities for the
Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at
the Vatican commemorating the work of the bishops’ conference
itself.
50th anniversary of Pope Pius
The agenda item on politics
XII's death.
and abortion was added after
ing for canonization, but gave no comments on abortion by two
indication about future steps, Catholic
politicians—House
Father Lombardi said.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi of
California and Democratic vicepresidential nominee Sen.
Joseph Biden of Delaware—during separate appearances on
“Meet the Press” drew responses
from the chairmen of the bishops’ doctrine and pro-life committees.
It is unclear whether the bishops’ discussion was expected to
focus on or result in a document. Some of the discussion
also could take place behind
closed doors, since only parts of
the meeting’s first two days are
open to the media. The rest of
the meeting will be breakout
sessions, executive sessions and
time for prayer and reflection.
Consideration of several sections of the English translation
of the third edition of the
Roman Missal will take up much
of the meeting. First to come before the bishops will be a 700page translation of the proper
prayers for Sundays and feast

days during the liturgical year,
which was rejected at the June
USCCB meeting in Orlando,
Fla., and in subsequent mail
balloting.
The rejected translation, in
the works for more than two
years, was the second of 12 sections of the Roman Missal translation project that will come before the bishops through at least
2010.
The translation had come
from
the
International
Commission on English in the
Liturgy, known as ICEL, but at
the Orlando meeting many
bishops expressed frustration
that recommendations they had
submitted to ICEL to clarify the
sentence structure or revise archaic language had been rejected.
The Vatican recently gave its
approval to the first section, a
translation of the main constant
parts of the Mass—the penitential rite, Gloria, creed, eucharistic prayers, eucharistic acclamations, Our Father and other
prayers and responses used
daily. That section had been approved by the U.S. bishops in
June 2006.
Also coming up for a vote in
November are the revised Grail
Psalter for use in the United
States and the Order for the
Blessing of a Child in the Womb.
A translation of the eucharistic prayers for Masses with children also had been slated to
come before the bishops, but
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of
Paterson, N.J., chairman of the
Committee on Divine Worship,
said in a Sept. 29 letter to his fellow bishops that the Vatican “intends to remove” that section
from the Roman Missal and to
“publish a separate text at a later
time.”

“I am withdrawing the action
item ... from the agenda of the
November 2008 meeting,”
Bishop Serratelli said, adding
that “the texts will be addressed
at a later time to be determined”
by the Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Sacraments.
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of
Tucson, Ariz., USCCB vice president, will present a report in
November on the work of five
task forces focusing on conference priorities—strengthening
marriage, faith formation and
sacramental practice, the life
and dignity of the human person, cultural diversity in the
Church and promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
Also scheduled for the
November meeting are presentations on the “Ethical and
Religious Directives for Catholic
Health Care Services” and on
“Reflections on Covenant and
Mission,” a 2002 statement of
the National Council of
Synagogues and the USCCB
Committee on Ecumenical and
Interreligious Affairs.
In June the bishops directed
their Committee on Doctrine to
begin revising the ethical guidelines for Catholic health care institutions to reflect recent
church documents on medically
assisted nutrition and hydration.
The documents include a
2004 address on the vegetative
state by Pope John Paul II to an
international congress and a
2007 response by the Vatican
Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith on questions raised
by the USCCB on artificial nutrition and hydration.
The “Reflections on Covenant
and Mission” statement, which
repudiates “campaigns that target Jews for conversion to
Christianity,” has drawn criticism from Cardinal Avery Dulles
as “ambiguous, if not erroneous,
in its treatment” of evangelization, mission and other topics.
Others have joined in that criticism in recent months.
Cardinal Francis E. George of
Chicago, who is beginning the
second year of his three-year
term as USCCB president, will
deliver his presidential address
at the gathering and a new
USCCB secretary will be elected
to succeed Bishop George V.
Murry of Youngstown, Ohio.
Bishop Murry was elected last
year to complete the three-year
term of Bishop Kicanas when
the Tucson bishop was chosen
as vice president.
Also to be elected are chairmen-elect of the committees on
National Collections, Cultural
Diversity in the Church,
Doctrine, Pro-Life Activities and
Communications.
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Auxiliary bishop addresses faithful citizenship, forming one’s conscience
BY JOHN GLEASON

With Election Day drawing
near, an audience of more than
100 people gathered the evening
of Oct. 8 at St. Vincent de Paul
Church to hear Auxiliary Bishop
James Conley speak on the subject of faithful citizenship.
Bishop Conley’s lecture, sponsored by the Respect Life and
the Faithful Citizenship committees at the parish, was titled:

“A Catholic’s Formation of
Conscience,
the
Political
Environment and Abortion.”
Calling the topics important
and timely, Bishop Conley said
understanding the controversial
subjects are vital both to one’s
Catholic faith and to one’s responsibility as a citizen of the
United States.
“With the elections less than a
month away it’s time when citizens need to prepare to exercise
their duty to vote in a conscientious and informed manner,”
the prelate said. “As Catholics,
we take this privilege seriously…our faith demands that we
make moral judgments guided
by well-formed and well-informed consciences.”
When Catholics cast ballots,
they ought to be guided by their
moral convictions rooted in
both faith and reason, Bishop
Conley told the audience, rather
than mere attachment to a political party.
Quoting from
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput’s
book, “Render Unto Caesar,”
Bishop Conley said, “This is why
it is necessary to always work to
transform and improve the
party to which we belong, rather
than allow the party to transform us in such a way that we ignore fundamental and foundational moral truths, like the right
to life.”
In using the story of Pinocchio
as an example, Bishop Conley
said that when Catholics make

FAITHFUL
CITIZENSHIP
Read “Faithful Citizenship” on
the Web at
faithfulcitizenship.org
Visit the Denver Archdiocese’s
Faithful Citizenship Web site at
archden.org; click on the
Faithful Citizenship banner.
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AUXILIARY BISHOP JAMES
CONLEY
political decisions, they must
“always let their conscience be
their guide.”
“In the movie version, when
Pinocchio asks Jiminy Cricket
just how a conscience works,
he’s told it’s that still, small voice
that will tell us how to choose
right and wrong,” he said.
“Some authors claim that the
initials of Jiminy Cricket are a
veiled reference to Jesus Christ.”

Liturgy
From Page 3

the Hebrew Scriptures, the religious sister said.
“The Greeks used the word
Kyrios, which also means
‘Lord,’” Sister Elliot explained.
“St. Jerome in the Latin Vulgate
used Dominus. And in any other
translation—modern translation since Vatican II—these four
letters ‘YHWH’ are translated
‘LORD’ all in caps.”
When the English-language
Lectionary, which contains the
Scripture readings for Masses,

“Oh that they would make
such movies again,” the bishop
said, drawing laughter.
Conscience, Bishop Conley
said, does not invent what is right
or wrong. It does not make law. It
does not establish or create good,
rather conscience is a judgment
of reason which recognizes the
moral quality of an act.
On the subject of whether a
Catholic can vote for a prochoice candidate in good conscience when the other candidate is clearly pro-life, Bishop
Conley said he could not see
how they could justify casting
such a vote. He pointed out that
we live in an imperfect world
where not all laws are just.
“When morally flawed laws
exist, those who formulate them
and all who participate in public
life have an obligation to work
toward correcting those defective laws,” he said. “If we and
those whom we elect neglect to
attempt to limit the harm and
overturn these laws, we too cowas revised following Vatican II,
originally three versions of the
Scriptures were approved for inclusion, including the Jerusalem
Bible, which contributed to the
term being used. Today, only the
New American Bible is approved
for the Lectionary in the United
States.
The Jerusalem Bible is still approved, however, for private study
for Catholics, Sister Elliott said.
“The footnotes in the
Jerusalem Bible are worth a
whole library,” she said. “They’re
beautiful.”
This year’s directive prohibiting use of the term “Yahweh”
states: “In liturgical celebra-

operate
in
that
evil.”
The bishop said that in a similar
sense, a Catholic cannot rightly
vote for a candidate who supports an intrinsic evil such as
abortion, precisely because they
support that intrinsic evil.
“This would be in terms of traditional Catholic moral theology, ‘formal cooperation’ in grave
evil and would be seriously sinful,” he said. “To vote for a candidate who supports an intrinsic
evil such as abortion would require a proportionate moral reason for ignoring such a flaw.
This may be easier to conceive
in theory than to discover in actual practice.”
“What if all the candidates
hold positions in favor of some
intrinsic evil,” the bishop posed.
The conscientious Catholic
voter, after careful deliberation,
“may decide to vote for the candidate less likely to advance the
morally flawed position and will
do the least amount of harm
while promoting other goods.”
Bishop Conley concluded by
saying that voting is not just a
civic or political action, but a
moral act which involves responsibilities.
“As bishops, we are not presuming to tell Catholics how
they should vote,” he said. “We
simply want to teach how we
should form our consciences
and consider issues in the light
of these fundamental moral
principles.”
tions, in songs and prayers the
name of God in the form of the
tetragrammaton YHWH is neither to be used nor pronounced.
“For the translation of the biblical text in modern languages
destined for the liturgical usage
of the Church,” it continues,
“what is already prescribed by
No. 41 of the instruction
‘Liturgiam Authenticam’ is to be
followed; that is, the divine
tetragrammaton is to be rendered by the equivalent of
Adonai/Kyrios: Lord, Signore,
Seigneur, Herr, Señor, etc.”
The directive was released a
year after Pope Benedict XVI
asked the Pontifical Biblical
Commission,
a
team
of
Scripture scholars, to research
the matter subsequent to his
being approached by Jewish
leaders about it.
“I would encourage Catholics
to receive this directive from the
Vatican with faith and with gratitude for the clarification,” Sister
Elliott said, adding that
Catholics should be sensitive to
the interreligious community.
“It’s not so much a matter of
political correctness as it is reverence,” she said.
Miller agreed.
“We wouldn’t want people to
misuse the name of Jesus,” he
said. “It’s the same for our Jewish
brothers and sisters. They hold
God’s name as sacred.”

VO C AT I O N S l 9

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l OCTOBER 15, 2008

The deacon as Christ the Servant
BY DEACON JIM BLUME

Their lives and example continue
to touch us. I have been a Secular
Pope Benedict XVI in his book Franciscan for 41 years.
“Jesus of Nazareth” reflects on the
St. Francis was a deacon and a
words of John the Baptist (Jn servant. Francis, in his “Letter to
1:29) as he points out the Christ, All the Faithful,” said: “Being the
“Behold, the Lamb of
servant of all, I am bound
God who takes away the
to serve all and to adminsins of the world.”
ister the balm-bearing
These words are familiar
words of my Lord.” He
to us in the eucharistic
considered
himself
liturgy in the West. Pope
called to serve, especially
Benedict (referring to
the poor, and to preach
the writings of Joachim
the simple message of
Jeremias) points out that
Christ crucified.
“the Hebrew word talia
Out of this Franciscan
DEACON JIM
means both ‘lamb’ and
spirituality of service to
BLUME
‘boy’ or ‘servant.’”
the poor Rose and I
For me this beautiful reflection chose careers working with indicaptures the heart of the deacon’s viduals with disabilities. Although
ministry, which is to be Christ the individuals with disabilities are
Servant. Oh that each person I often rich in spirit, their poverty
meet might think, “There is the becomes their greatest disability.
servant of God.” What a chal- Unable to compete without limitalenge to live up to.
tions in a world such as ours they
As I look back at the marvelous must rely on others for support.
works of God in my life I realize Our Lord called us to this work and
that he planted the urgings in my Rose continues in it today.
heart to be a deacon through the
In our family, with the active inexperience of Franciscan spiritu- volvement of our four children, we
ality. Both my wife Rose and I tried to have a home open to newhave been close to the Capuchin born infants awaiting adoption, to
Franciscans since our baptisms. individuals with disabilities who
We have had Capuchin pastors have no close families, and to stuand confessors up to the present. dents from Latin America and
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THE ARCHBISHOP prays over men being installed to acolyte.

Acolytes, lectors instituted
On the evening of Oct. 3, 17 men
in formation at the two seminaries
operated
by
the
Denver
Archdiocese—Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary and St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary—took steps
in their journey toward priesthood
as they were instituted to either the
ministry of lector or acolyte.
As lectors, the men may proclaim the Scriptures at Mass. An
acolyte’s function is to assist the
deacon or priest with the details
of preparation of the altar and sacred vessels. Acolytes by their office in the Church are special
ministers of the Eucharist. For the
men who were instituted to
acolyte, the next major step they
will make in their formation is ordination to the diaconate.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., was the main celebrant of the Mass, which took

place in Christ the King Chapel at
the John Paul II Center in south
Denver. Concelebrants included
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley and
the seminary rectors, Father
Florian
Martin-Calama
of
Redemptoris Mater and Father
Michael Glenn of St. John Vianney.
From Redemptoris Mater,
Franklin Sequeira and Warlie
Castro were instituted as lectors.
Instituted as acolytes from
Redemptoris Mater were Maurizio
Pietrolungo and Grzegorz Wojcik.
Men instituted as lectors from St.
John Vianney were Thomas
McDonald, Gregg Pedersen, Brian
Larkin, Geronimo Gonzalez, John
Nepil and Braden Wagner.
Instituted as acolytes from St.
John
Vianney
were
Tim
Martinson, Henry Thura Zaw
Min, Peter O’Donnell, Matthew
Henry, Matt Book, Michael Rapp
and David Nix.

DEACON
ORIENTATIONS
What: information about the
diaconate and formation
When: 1 p.m. Nov. 1 and 9 a.m.
Nov. 15
Where: Room 111 at the JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver
Information: call Deacon John
Smith at 303-715-3198 or send
e-mail to
deacon.smith@archden.org

Korea who were far away from
home at Christmas and Easter. In
the midst of this and with the guidance of my spiritual director,
Capuchin Franciscan Father Mike
Scully, I began to discern a vocation to the diaconate.
We lived in Hays, Kan., at the
time and I was completing 30
years as CEO of a nonprofit organization that served 500 individuals with severe and multiple
disabilities. God began to speak
to me through several individuals
at our Church who approached
me, each not knowing the others
had. To the person—a Capuchin
friar and several lay people—they
said to me “Jim, I think God is
calling you to be a deacon.” And

we did not have a diaconate program in the Diocese of Salina at
the time!
I had started my discernment
process by dedicating myself to
Mary under the title “Our Lady of
the New Advent.” With the support of Rose and our children I
traveled to Denver to meet with
our
shepherd,
Archbishop
Chaput, to ask him if he would
accept me into the diocese to
begin the journey toward the diaconate. With his support and
with the guidance of Deacon Al
Sandoval and Deacon John
Smith, I took the first steps that
have brought me to today.
Rose and I made the five-and-ahalf-hour drive every other weekend to Denver, and then back to
our jobs and family for the first two
years of formation. Eventually, we
made the leap—I took early retirement and Rose gave up her teaching career. We left our many
friends in Kansas and relocated to
the big city. The move from a small
town, from St. Joseph’s Church
where we had been active for over
30 years, was indeed tough. But
God supports us with his grace
and always calls us by our baptism
to serve in his vineyard.
My ordination to the diaconate
in May 2007 was a day of rich
blessings for me and my family.
My 85-year-old Irish mother was

not able to make the trip from
Pittsburgh, Pa., for my ordination
but we all talked to her that day.
She was so proud and happy. She
died the following Wednesday and
I was able to assist at her funeral
liturgy as deacon.
In the Office of Readings the
Church has been reflecting these
past weeks on the role of bishop
as shepherd in the writings of St.
Augustine. Pope John Paul II in
his book “Rise Let
Us Be On Our Way,” reflects on
the various images of Christ the
Good Shepherd as it relates to the
ministry of bishop. One of those
images is a shepherd carrying a
lamb across his shoulders—the
shepherd bearing the burdens of
the weak and sick sheep.
The deacon is called to participate in the ministry of the bishop
in his shepherding those whose
lives need to be touched with personal service. When I as deacon
serve the needs of the poor and the
lonely and the hurting I bear witness to the “balm-bearing” words
of the Lord. Then on Sundays, as I
proclaim the Gospel, pray for the
needs of the faithful and administer the blood of Christ, the bishop’s
ministry as Christ the Servant becomes a reality in me.
Deacon Jim Blume serves at
Annunciation Parish in Denver.
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Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust names new executive director
Elizabeth “Betsy” Boudreau
will be the new executive director
of the Seeds of Hope Charitable
Trust, a spokesman said.
Boudreau will assume her new
position Oct. 29.
Boudreau, former executive director at Recording for the Blind
and Dyslexic, will be responsible
for the overall operations of Seeds
of Hope. Boudreau has been rec-

ognized nationally for her profes- qualified for this position. She
knows our archdiocese
sional accomplishments
and understands and apand is affiliated with nupreciates the need for
merous
organizations
Seeds of Hope assistance
and associations.
in
Catholic
schools
“After a three-month,
throughout
northern
nationwide search, we are
Colorado.”
very excited to find Betsy,”
Seeds of Hope supports
said John Harpole, chairman of the Seeds of Hope ELIZABETH Catholic elementary and
board. “Betsy is extremely BOUDREAU high schools serving a low-

income, high minority population
concentrated in inner-city Denver.
Seeds of Hope currently distributes approximately $3 million of
tuition assistance each year to
more than 1,700 children who attend archdiocesan schools.
Prior
to
working
with
Recording for the Blind and
Dyslexic, Boudreau served eight
years as director of network development at Rocky Mountain
PBS. She has a master’s degree in
cultural administration and a
bachelor’s degree in English with
a minor in art history from the
University of Colorado at Denver.
Boudreau and her husband
Dennis, who previously worked
in
the
Communications
Department at the United States
Catholic Conference, live in
Denver. They have two children;
Katie is a sophomore at Regis
Jesuit High School-Girls Division,
and Hank is a freshman at East
High School. The Boudreau’s are
active members of Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Denver.

BRIEF

RAD Day for
high school boys
A RAD (Radical Awareness of
Discipleship) Day of prayer,
sharing and fun is planned for
Oct. 19 at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St. in Denver. The seminary is organizing the day with
the seminarians and the Knights
of Columbus. All high schoolage boys who might be thinking
about the priesthood are welcome. The day will begin at
10:30 a.m. and end at 4 p.m.
Mass will be celebrated at 11
a.m. followed by a barbecue
lunch. The afternoon will be
spent playing sports with the
seminarians. To register or ask
questions,
contact
the
Archdiocesan Office of Priestly
Vocations at 303-282-3429 or email mary.huwa@archden.org.
Visit online at www.priest4
christ.com.
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Regis University dedicates plaza in honor of late philanthropist
Regis University and the
William Fortune family honored
the memory and legacy of Kathy
Fortune with the dedication of
Fortune Plaza on Oct. 2 at the
university’s campus in northwest Denver.
Fortune, who died Jan. 18
after a two-year battle with
breast cancer, had a long relationship with the university, first
serving as alumni and financial
aid director and most recently
chairing the highly successful
“Campaign for Regis University,
Writing the Next Chapter” with
her husband Bill, a 1969 Regis
University alumni.
The dedication involved the
unveiling of two plaques by
Kathy and Bill’s children, Molly
and Casey.
Jesuit Father
Michael Sheeran, president of
Regis University, said during the
dedication that the plaques
highlight Kathy Fortune’s longtime commitment to the university, the positive difference she
made in the lives of others in the
community, and the importance of her faith, family and
friends. One plaque features the
plaza name while the other
presents Fortune’s image and
information about her life.
Father Sheeran said visitors to
the plaza are encouraged to
contemplate the wonder of
God’s world, study with friends

PHOTO BY JOSH HARDIN, REGIS UNIVERSITY

REGIS University
President Father Michael
J. Sheeran, S.J., far left,
delivers remarks, while
Bill Fortune and his children Molly and Casey
look on during the dedication of Fortune Plaza
Oct. 2 at the university.
The plaza honors the
memory and legacy of
longtime Regis University
supporter Kathy Fortune,
who died in January.

and enjoy time with family. The
Fortune Plaza is located on the
north side of Main Hall in front
of the St. John Francis Regis
Chapel.
Fortune earned a bachelor’s
degree in business at Oklahoma
City University and a master’s
degree in counseling at
Marquette
University
in
Milwaukee. She was assistant
director of financial aid and

3 MONTH
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alumni affairs at Marquette before arriving to Regis. She was
involved with many community
organizations
including
Annunciation School, the Seeds
of Hope Charitable Trust and
Arrupe Jesuit High School.
The dedication was also part
of the university’s “Celebration
of Our Jesuit Heritage” event
that featured a dinner and remarks by the Very Rev. Timothy
M. McMahon, S.J., provincial of
the Jesuits of the Missouri
Province.

6.50%

A.P.Y.*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Min $10,000. Yields and deposits are subject to
availability and may change without notice. Penalty for early withdrawal. Deposits
exceeding $20,000 may be eligible for a yield other than the advertised yield. FDIC
insured to $100,000 per institution. Promotional incentive may be included to obtain
yield. We are a Marketing Co. for Insurance Agencies and Banks across the country.

UP TO

10.00%

1ST YR
INTEREST*

*These are insurance products, interest bearing tax deferred saving accounts with
enhanced benefits. Min $2,000 Qualified Accts. Min $10,000 Non Qualified Accts.
We are a Marketing Co. for Insurance Agencies and Banks across the country.

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE

(303) 507-9313

ST03627858

1 2 l H E A LT H Y L I F E ST Y L E S

OCTOBER 15, 2008 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Stress is universal—and manageable
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Stress, as pervasive as the
common cold, can affect children, teens, adults—and even
those who work for the Catholic
Church.
Licensed clinical professional
counselor Steven J. Stein recently led two dozen employees of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops in Washington in a seminar, “Stress Management 101.”
It’s a scene that is playing out at
workplaces around the country,

as well as in schools and individual counseling sessions.
“Stress affects us physically,
emotionally and mentally, and
can threaten our health if unmanaged,” Stein said. “But it’s
natural, and it can be managed
and used for growth.”
In their 2003 book “The Stress
Owner’s Manual: Meaning,
Balance and Health in Your
Life,” Ed Boenisch and C.
Michele Haney say that stress
occurs “whenever your mind
and your body react to some
real or imagined situation.”
“Since every condition or
event in your daily life causes
some type or degree of stress, it
is unrealistic and impossible for
you to totally eliminate stress
from your life,” they add. “You
actually need moderate levels of
stress to help you stay alert and
perform well. The only people
totally free of stress are those
who populate our cemeteries.”
But too-high levels of stress—
what Hans Selye, the so-called
“father” of stress research, called
“distress”—can be managed
with a combination of healthy
habits, positive thinking, relaxation, time-management techniques and common-sense
rules about how many commitments a person takes on.

Breaking those rules by
scheduling too many activities
has caused high numbers of
young people to experience
stress, experts say.
A 2003 survey conducted by
Liberty Mutual and Students
Against Destructive Decisions
(the organization founded as
Students Against Drunk Driving)
showed that 43 percent of those
ages 13 or 14 and 59 percent of
those from 15 to 17 years old said
they were stressed every day.
The reasons they cited included homework, the pressure to
excel, relationships with parents,
driving, after-school jobs, puberty, and appearance and weight.
The survey found that teens
who regularly feel stress or depression are much less inclined
than other teens to avoid highrisk behaviors such as drinking,
using drugs or engaging in early
sexual activity.
Among adults, unmanaged
stress can lead to health problems such as migraines or high
blood pressure, work accidents
and absenteeism, and difficulty
with relationships. It is estimated that more than half of the 550
million working days lost each
year to absenteeism in the
United States are stress-related.
What’s the solution?

Grief
From Page 3

Male responses to a partner’s
abortion include grief, guilt, depression, anxiety, feelings of repressed emotions, helplessness/voicelessness/powerlessness, post-traumatic stress,
anger and relationship problems (Coyle, 2007).
Psychological injury in men
following abortion is likely underestimated due to men’s
propensity to avoid self-disclosure. Preliminary findings in a
new study found four out of ten
men experienced chronic posttraumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) symptoms, occurring on
average 15 years after the abortion. Certain factors predict

At the USCCB seminar, Stein
outlined some healthy coping
strategies:
• “Tune and maintain your
body” with a regular exercise
program, a well-balanced diet,
and avoidance of alcohol and
tobacco.
• Establish support systems,
find time to relax with friends
and family, and carve out private time for yourself.
• “Develop healthy perceptions, attitudes and approaches,” including a spiritual faith, a
sense of humor and a healthy
imagination.
• “Know your values and
goals, both long-term and
short-term,” and judge all your
commitments by how they fit
those goals and values.
• Try to maintain a balance
among work, family, community or church obligations, and
your responsibilities to yourself.
The solution to managing
stress comes from your personal
reaction to the event or condition, according to authors
Boenisch and Haney.
“You can have more control
over your physical and psychological responses than you may
realize,” they write. “The power
of the mind is the key. Your
brain, through what you think,
literally controls your destiny.”
The authors urge readers to
ask themselves two questions:
“What do you believe about

whether men are more likely to
experience abortion as traumatic: where the pregnancy was
desired by them or their partner, where someone else pressured their partner into abortion, where the abortion occurred against his wishes or he
didn’t know about it until afterwards (Rue, Coyle, & Coleman,
2007).
Research evidence suggests
that men are more likely to feel
despair after a pregnancy loss,
including a pervasive sense of
hopelessness, one of the signs
of chronic grief (Stinson et al.,
1992). It is apparent that men’s
lives contain greater attachments and are more profoundly
affected by fatherhood than has
usually been assumed.
When a male/female relationship experiences an abor-
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your ability to deal with life,
with stressors?” and “What kind
of personal reaction to stressors
are you willing to choose?”
“As you continue to take more
responsibility for your life and
the path it takes, you’ll have the
skills to stop stress before it
starts, recognize your physical
and psychological symptoms of
distress and use these personal
warnings to adjust your attitude
and take action,” they say.
Nancy Frazier O’Brien is
deputy editor at Catholic News
Service.

tion, it is likely that the following occur:
(1) a reduction in self-disclosures, decreasing intimacy; (2)
increased use of defensive communication behaviors (e.g., interpersonal hostility); (3) avoidance behaviors and the erosion
of trust; and (4) a loss of spiritual connectedness to God and to
one’s partner with the advent of
guilt, shame and isolation.
Abortion leaves indelible
footprints in the texture of masculinity, in the recesses of a
man’s heart, and in his reproductive history. A father is a father forever, even of a dead unborn child. In the aftermath of
abortion, the real choice for
men is whether to accept this
biological reality, grieve the loss
and seek forgiveness, or to continue denying what is inwardly
known and swell the ranks of
the hollowed men. Irrespective
of the law, both man and
woman co-created the pregnancy, and both will live with
the aftermath, regardless of
how some may try to celebrate
“choice.”
Vincent Rue, Ph.D. is co-director of the Institute for Pregnancy
Loss, Jacksonville, Florida. He is
a practicing psychotherapist, researcher, lecturer, and author of
a book and numerous articles in
professional journals on postabortion trauma, for which he
provided the first clinical evidence in 1981.
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Why today’s health-conscious consumer gets a bit confused
BY PEGGY WEBER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The two women pushed their
carts slowly through the grocery
store. They stopped in the dairy
section and looked over the
array of items.
“Butter’s on sale. But I can’t remember which is better for
you—butter or margarine,” said
one shopper to the other.
I overheard this comment
during a recent shopping trip.
But similar questions probably
have been repeated in grocery
stores, restaurants, health clubs
and doctors’ waiting rooms
everywhere.
Is coffee good or bad?
Is the low-carb craze good for
me?
Is jogging, swimming or
weightlifting the best exercise?
Should I use hormone replacement therapy or go without it?
Clearly, today’s health-conscious consumer has every right
to be a bit confused.
Nancy Andersun, a registered
dietician at Baystate Medical
Center’s Children’s Hospital in
Springfield, Mass., said that nutrition advice today has gotten a
bit muddled.
“Nutrition is a very young science. The American Dietetic
Association is only 30 years old,”
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she said in an interview.
“Nutrition has only now been
recognized as a real science, and
because of that a body of research is emerging. It is not stagnant. It is always going to
change as we understand more
about nutrition and more studies are done,” she said.
“So it is all right that there is
conflicting data. As frustrating
as that is for us, it shows us that
there are real researchers doing
real scientifically based studies.”
Though the jury may be out
on some medical studies,

Andersun said there are some
guidelines for consumers in
making good judgments.
“You want to look for somebody who is a licensed nutrition
professional when you are seeking advice,” she said.
“Be wary of books. They can
be written by anybody. They are
there for a purpose—to sell
more books. And sometimes the
more radical the book, the more
it sells,” said Andersun.
Fad diets, including the most
recent low-carb craze, are not
the way to go, she believes. “The

problem with fad diets is that
they offer a glamorous, quick fix.
And despite unhealthy outcomes over the long term, people still want the quick fix,” she
said.
Andersun advised people to
avoid any extreme diet.
Regarding the margarine versus
butter
controversy,
Andersun said that a trans-fatfree margarine–- made with
olive oil or canola oil–-is best.
Coffee is acceptable in moderation, Andersun said. “One or
two cups a day will not stunt
your growth or affect your cardiac health.”
And red wine, taken in sixounce servings a few times a
week, is fine, according to
Andersun.
But most people should focus
not on what they shouldn’t but
on what they should eat, she
said. She advised switching to a
Mediterranean-style diet that
includes nine or more servings
of fruits and vegetables a day.
“Smart Health Choices: How to
Make
Informed
Health
Decisions,” a book by Les Irwig,
Judy Irwig and Melissa Sweet, advises that “whether you are considering taking vitamin supplements or having surgery, you
need to know the effectiveness of
the options and their side effects.
You need to know what questions

to ask your practitioner.”
Their first lesson to health
consumers is to consider the
source. “What matters is not
whether someone famous recommends a particular product
but whether there is evidence
from randomized, controlled
trials showing that it is more
likely to do good than harm.”
They also noted that “health
and medical experts do not always get it right.”
To make any informed health
decision,
“Smart
Health
Choices” says a person should
ask such questions as:
• What will happen if I do
nothing?
• What are my options?
• What are the benefits and
risks for me?
• Do I have enough information to make a choice?
Medical and nutritional decisions can be difficult. However,
collecting some information
and using common sense are
important.
“There is no pill or supplement that is a panacea. A balanced diet of Mother Nature’s
forms of food, in moderation, is
truly the best,” Andersun said.
Peggy Weber is a columnist
and reporter for The Catholic
Observer
newspaper
in
Springfield, Mass.
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Gala to mark cathedral’s 96th anniversary Leading Christian ethicist
BY JOHN GLEASON

The annual dinner and auction
to commemorate the anniversary
of the dedication of the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception will be held Oct. 25 at
the Brown Palace Hotel.
This year mark’s the cathedral’s 96th anniversary. Prior to
the gala, Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will celebrate Mass at the cathedral at
4:30 p.m. The gala dinner and
auction, to be held at the hotel,
begin with a cocktail hour at 6
p.m. Mistress of Ceremonies
will be TV anchor Anne Trujillo
from Channel 7. Radio personality Lou from Littleton will
serve as auctioneer.
Many fine items will be found
in both the silent and live auctions, according to Parish
Administrator
Mary
Ellen
Lederman
“We have all kinds of things this
year,” she said. “We have two
round trip tickets anywhere in
the continental United States
from Southwest Airlines; tickets
on the 50-yard-line to see the
Broncos take on Buffalo; courtside seats for a Nuggets game
complete with VIP parking; a
Winter Park condo getaway; gift
certificates to restaurants and the
arts and a whole lot more.”
Last year the gala raised
$100,000. Proceeds from the

CATHEDRAL GALA
What: dinner/auction benefit for
the cathedral
When: Oct. 25
Where: Mass 4:30 p.m. at the
cathedral, 1530 Logan St.; 6
p.m. gala at the Brown Palace,
17th and Tremont streets
Tickets: call 303-839-0226
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event were used for the continued enhancement and beauty of
the cathedral. In the past year,
major renovation was done to the
vestibule, baptistery and sound
system. Lederman said the second phase of the renovation will
include the removal of wood paneling, which was installed during
the 1970s, to restore the interior
to its original look.
“We want to refurbish the
pews as well,” she said. “There is
other painting and cleaning,
and preserving the windows,
too. All this gets done through
the success of our fundraisers
and generous donations.”
Each year, a great many people

come to be a part of this fundraiser, many of whom aren’t parishioners. When asked about the
number of non-parishioners who
get involved with the event every
year, Msgr. Thomas Fryar, V.G.,
pastor of the cathedral, said their
participation is a bright example
of how so many Catholics see a
connection between themselves
and the Mother Church of the
archdiocese.
“This is the parish for the
whole diocese and it’s a very illuminating experience for me as
pastor to see them have this desire to reach out and be a part of
it,” he said, “to acknowledge this
as their home as well as their responsibility.”
Tickets for the diner/auction
are $125 per person. Deadline to
register is Oct 17. For more information, call 303-839-0226 or
e-mail melederman@denvercathedral.org.

to speak on discipleship
Professor-author
Stanley Hauerwas to
deliver free lecture
BY ROXANNE KING

Named
America’s
Best
Theologian by Time magazine in
2001, Stanley Hauerwas will deliver a lecture on Christian discipleship at 7 p.m. Nov. 17 in
Bonfils Hall of the John Paul II
Center.
Hauerwas’ talk is titled,
“Discipleship as a Craft: the
Church
as
Disciplined
Community.” The lecture is a special event being co-sponsored by
the Archbishop’s Office and the
Catholic graduate school the
Augustine Institute. The lecture is
free and open to the public.
“Everyone is invited,” said Tim
Gray, president of the Augustine
Institute. “Hauerwas is one of the
leading ethicists in the country
and one of the pioneers in the call
to return to virtue teaching. He
also makes a vigorous call for
Christians to give a strong, and
when necessary, counter-cultural
witness to the world today—his
message is very relevant to the
needs of the church today.”
Hauerwas is a professor of law
and of theological ethics at Duke
University. A distinguished author, his book “A Community of
Character: Toward a Constructive
Christian Social Ethic,” was selected as one of the 100 most important books on religion of the
20th century by Christianity
Today. His educational background includes doctoral degrees
from Yale and from the University
of Edinburg.
“The reason I think the focus
on discipleship is crucial is because it makes Jesus the center of
our lives,” Hauerwas said by
phone from his office in Durham,
N.C. “Gospel discipleship isn’t
some general ethical admonition
that makes sense separate from,
but it means to follow Jesus—it
(places) Christology at the heart
of the moral life.
“What I mean by the church as
a disciplined community is a
community in which the fundamental story is told in a manner
that you can name virtues correlative to the story,” he added.
“Discipline is a mode of formation. I know that discipline has
bad press today but if you think of
the habits you need to learn to
play baseball, well that’s what discipline means. So discipline is a
form of freedom.”
Hauerwas’ talk will explore the
importance of formation in the
moral life and how everyday
Christians can live virtue in a
practical way.
“Stanley Hauerwas was a professor and mentor of mine when I

PHOTO PROVIDED

STANLEY HAUERWAS

DISCIPLESHIP
LECTURE
Speaker: Professor-author
Stanley Hauerwas
Topic: Discipleship as a Craft:
the Church as Disciplined
Community
When: 7 p.m. Nov. 17
Where: Bonfils Hall of the
John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St.
Cost: free

studied at Duke University,” said
Gray. “He is simply one of the
best teachers I ever had. He is an
amazing speaker and thinker,
and on a personal level I have to
say he knew well the art of mentoring. His talk on discipleship is
extraordinary—no one will want
to miss it.
“Stanley is both brilliant and
passionate,” Gray continued. “He
is simply incapable of uttering a
dull sentence or making an irrelevant argument. This talk will be
a powerful challenge to what
Christian discipleship is all about
and what it means for us
Christians to be a disciplined
community known as the church.
If I know Stanley, it will be a clarion call to arms for Christians to
wake up and start to live out in a
radical way their identity in
Christ.”
Hauerwas’ vision of discipleship, Gray said, fits well with the
vitality of Catholicism currently
being experienced in the Denver
Archdiocese with its renaissance
of vocations to the priesthood,
with the education of the laity in
evangelization, catechesis and
sacred Scripture, and in the
growth of lay movements and
apostolates.
“This is a rare opportunity to
listen to one of the most read and
influential Christian thinkers
alive today,” declared Gray.
“There is no Christian speaker
that is more exciting in my mind
than Stanley Hauerwas. You
won’t be disappointed.”
The John Paul II Center is located at 1300 S. Steele St. Bonfils Hall
is the red brick building at the
east end of the campus.
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YEAR OF ST. PAUL

Apart from the law: Paul and the Old Testament
BY REV. FEDERICO
COLAUTTI, S.T.D.

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

This is the second in a series of
columns commemorating the
year of St. Paul.

For more information, visit
archden.org online and click on
the Year of St. Paul link.

St. Paul affirms in Romans 3:21
that the saving action of Jesus
Christ happened without any
contribution of the law—as most
translators would say, “apart from
the law”; yet, according to the
same verse, the Law and the
Prophets are witnesses of this salvation. This double use of the
word “law” can give us the key to
understanding what Paul intended to convey, and dispel the
seeming contradiction.
A word can be used to indicate
more than one reality, which is
why confusion arises every day.
When we are not sure which
meaning is indicated, we ask our
interlocutor for clarification, but
when the interlocutor is no longer
available we are left alone to solve
the riddle. In St. Paul’s case, this
riddle is not easy. It is obvious that
he uses the word “law” to indicate
different realities or different
views of the same reality.
Sometimes he helps us by adding
some connotation to this word,
such as “the law of works” (Rom
3:27), or the most common cog-

and other texts of the New
Testament, such as “I did not come
to destroy but to fulfill the Law and
the Prophets” (cf. Matt 5:17).
For our western minds this distinction of “Law” and “law” is
complicated because generally
speaking “law” is the sum of regulations that guide civil life. For a
Jew of the first century, “law” was
primarily the Torah, and their relationship to it was not meant to
be solely legalistic. This approach
was certainly possible, and there
are many examples in the
Gospels where Jesus calls his
contemporaries to abandon a legalistic behavior and to look at
the “Spirit of the Law.” These exhortations are also common in
Jewish literature of that time and
even later. It was possible also to
see the Torah as the basis for a
theocratic state, but this wasn’t
the most common view.
There is a third way to understand the “Law”—it is God’s gift to
be able to meet him and unite
with him on this earth in our daily
lives. Jesus’ disciples were not the
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nate expression, “works of the
law.” The problem arises when in
the excitement of his argument he
forgets to qualify it, and we need
to discern the right meaning. This
task is essential because his opposition between “law” and “faith” is
only applicable to the “works of
the law” and the “works of faith”
(cf. Rom 3:28). To oppose tout
court—without qualification—
“faith” and “law” would completely betray St. Paul’s message.
In fact, St. Paul speaks of the law
in a very positive way, even in the
same verse of Romans 3:21 where
he says that the Law is, together
with the Prophets, a witness of
Jesus Christ’s work of salvation.
So St. Paul seems to speak of
“Law” uppercase, and “law” lowercase. This distinction enables us
to see that there is no contradiction between St. Paul’s teaching

London Symphony Chorus
to perform ‘Requiem’
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DENVER will be the only American stop for the London Symphony
Chorus this season.
Tonight and tomorrow the university’s music students and
world
renowned
London one of the world’s most notable
Symphony Chorus will make it’s choruses.
Requiem will be performed at
only 2008-09 U.S. stop in Denver.
The choir will be at the Newman 7:30 p.m. Oct. 15 and 16 in the
Center for the Performing Arts for Swaner Gates Concert Hall in
two performances of “Requiem” the Newman Center for the
Performing Arts, 2344 E. Iliff Ave.
by Giuseppe Verdi.
The 100-member choir will be Tickets are $28-$68 and can be
accompanied be the Lamont purchased by phone at 303-357Symphony Orchestra, part of the 2787 or online at ticketmaster.
Lamont School of Music from com. A free behind the curtain
the University of Denver. This lecture will be held at 6:30 p.m.
spectacular, chilling and ethere- in which one of the artists will
al work will highlight the unpar- discuss the upcoming performalleled acoustics of the concert ance. For more information, call
hall and the talents of both the 303-871-7720.

only ones to have this vision; it
was shared by many Jewish
groups at the time of Jesus.
The Law set the boundaries
wherein Life was possible—“Life,”
uppercase, not just biological survival. Outside of it there was
Death, which is separation from
God, the source of Life. Life is a gift
from God, but it has to be accepted. The Law is the way in which
every person could answer freely
to this gift. This understanding of
the Law presents no contradiction
with the Gospel (cf. 1Jn 2:7-8).
What St. Paul affirms is that no
one was able to remain inside
those boundaries set by the Law.
Jesus Christ enters into this existential situation, into the realm of
Death. It is in this realm that every
person remains, because they
have abandoned God and rejected the gift of his friendship. Jesus
had to die in order to destroy
death and so free everyone who
was held under the fear of death
(cf. Heb 2:14-15). This saving action of Christ happened “outside
of the Law,” i.e. in the realm of
death, and not apart from the law
as most translators understand in
Romans 3:21: “But now, apart
from law, the righteousness of
God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets.” Here St. Paul is saying

in other words what he says in
Galatians 3:13: “Christ redeemed
us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, ‘Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree.’” Through his
death he shared in our death, but
through his resurrection Christ
brought life into the kingdom of
death. Thus, everyone has been
reached by the saving power of
God! This is what the Law and the
Prophets had announced; they
are witnesses to the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ.
Now the new covenant in Jesus
Christ is offered to every person.
The boundaries of the law have
been expanded to include every
human being, not only the people
of Israel. In this way Jesus fulfills
the Law, because he brings the
possibility of God’s friendship to
everyone. Yet this gift has to be accepted, because God himself created us with free will and he wants
us to love him freely. Those who
accept this new life in Christ adhere to him, and no longer to a set
of regulations. This is Christian
faith, which is at the same time gift
and acceptance of this gift. Those
who reject this gift remain in their
death, and are still a slave to the
devil out of the fear of death.
Rev. Federico Colautti, S.T.D., is a
Scripture professor and vice rector
at Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary in
Denver.
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Futuristic tale ‘City of Ember’ good family fare for all but the youngest Archbishop
BY HARRY FORBES
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)—”City of
Ember” (Fox Walden) is an imaginative futuristic tale about a
doomed underground city created
as a haven for civilization after the
earth becomes uninhabitable.
Its citizens know nothing of the
world above, nor that the city’s
generator—the source of all their
light and power—was only designed to last 200 years, a period
now ending. This vital fact had
been stored in a metal box and
passed on from mayor to mayor
over the decades, but the box has
long been lost.
The townspeople do know
there were once “Builders” who
created their city, and to whom
they defer with almost godlike
reverence. Indeed, on the Great
Day of Singing—for so their rituals are delineated—a gospel-like
choir sings a pseudospiritual to
their imagined deity.
Now, with power blackouts
and other anomalies a daily occurrence, brave orphaned
teenager Lina Mayfleet (Saoirse
Ronan) and her brilliant young
friend, Doon Harrow (Harry
Treadaway), son of inventor
Loris Harrow (Tim Robbins), try
to discover the secret way out
before the city’s failing generator breaks down completely.
All the young people of Ember
are given their life’s profession on
Assignment Day, Lina becoming
one of the town’s messengers,
and Doon a Pipeworks assistant.
Doon relishes the job, working

Chaput’s
book to be
discussed
RENDER UNTO
CAESAR
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A SCENE from “City of Ember,” which stars Bill Murray, Tim Robbins and Martin Landau.
under the tutelage of Sul (Martin Grobet, and a highly eclectic cast makes excellent family entertainLandau), as it will put him close which includes Mary Kay Place as ment for all but the youngest viewto the generator which he is sure Lina’s kindly guardian, first-time ers who might be frightened by a
he can fix. But his access is feature director Gil Kenan’s well- particularly scary monster and
blocked by the creepy Looper paced adaptation of Jeanne some other scenes of peril.
The USCCB Office for Film &
DuPrau’s novel imparts good val(Mackenzie Crook).
Broadcasting classification is A-I—
Bill Murray plays Mayor Cole, ues.
Even in moments of extreme general patronage. The Motion
who’s clearly a shady character
from the get-go, and ditto his obse- danger, Caroline Thompson’s Picture Association of America ratquious henchman, Barton Snode script shows us that Lina and ing is PG—parental guidance sug(Toby Jones). Marianne Jean- Doon never lose sight of their gested. Some material may not be
Baptiste plays Clary, the city’s resi- loved ones—in Lina’s case, her suitable for children.
dent greenhouse owner who helps dotty grandmother (Liz Smith),
Harry Forbes is director of the
replenish Ember’s rapidly dimin- who once knew the significance of
the secret box, and her baby sister, Office for Film & Broadcasting of
ishing food supply.
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
With an intricate and quite be- Poppy, for whom she cares.
With minimal violence and no Bishops. More reviews are available
lievable production design, crisp
cinematography by Xavier Perez sex or language issues at all, this online at www.usccb.org/movies.

Local author pens award-winning Western odyssey
BY JOHN GLEASON

Set against the backdrop of
the untamed wilderness of west
Texas in the 1870s, Colorado author Peter A. Ritzer has written a
novel of struggle, faith and the
search for home.
The book, “Seven Ox Seven:
Escondido Bound,” is the first in
a trilogy that tells the story of
seven people who risk all they
have on a gamble; to find a mysterious canyon, which may not
even exist, in order to start a
new life. The book, now in its
second printing, is the result of
an idea that began 16 years ago.
“A lot of research and a lot of
traveling went into this story,”
Ritzer said. “These characters
are seeking something; the
promise of a better life. And all
of it is based on what could turn
out to be a legend.”
The story begins with the
meeting of two cowboys in
Dodge City at the end of a cattle
drive. A friendship begins that
leads the two, and others, south
out of Kansas for the canyon region in Texas called Llano
Estacado. Traveling across the
rolling prairies through notori-

SEVEN OX SEVEN
Author: P.A. Ritzer
Publisher: Seven Ox Press
(2007)
Cost: $27.95

BOOK COVER
ous frontier settlements; encountering buffalo slaughter,
the pioneers are tested at every
turn.
“It’s always been a story of
faith,” Ritzer said. “But even I
didn’t realize just how big this
was going to be.”
Beginning in 1992, Ritzer
began work on the story. In 1995
he quit his job, bought a tent
and a laptop computer and

drove across the plains to do research. He studied everything
from cattle drives to the
lifestyles of those who drove
into unexplored regions to create a home. Some would call
that an adventure, others would
describe it as scary.
“I had encouragement from
family and friends. Here I am for
all intents and purposes stepping off the edge of the earth for
the sake of a book,” he said. “But
at the same time, I felt I was
being called to do this. I’ve always said that if you spend time
in prayer and reflection, God
will direct your heart.”
Facts and figures about the
West weren’t all that Ritzer gathered. While doing research in
Lubbock, Texas, he met the
woman he eventually would
marry.
“I was meant to do this for a

lot of reasons,” he said.
By 1999 Ritzer realized that
the tale was going to be too
much for one book and broke it
down into a trilogy. The first installment was published last
year. “Seven Ox Seven” has won
several literary awards and is
now in its second printing.
There is no publishing date for
volume two, which is in the revision stage, and the third installment is still in rough draft form.
It’s a lot of material for someone
who admits he was never a fan
of Western novels.
“I did read a few Louis
L’Amour books when I was
young but was never that much
into the genre,” Ritzer said. “I
consider this to be historical fiction that takes place in the old
West. There is something about
the setting, about exploring
Americanism that brings the
characters to life. I hope people
enjoy it.”
Ritzer will hold a book signing
at noon Oct. 25 at Barnes &
Noble in the Southlands Town
Center, 6300 S. Main St., Aurora.
More information can be found
online at sevenoxseven.com
under “Events.”

BOOK COVER
Book signing: Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
to sign copies of “Render
Unto Caesar”
When: 7 p.m. Oct. 23
Where: Borders Bookstore,
Park Meadows Mall, 8401
Park Center Drive, Lone Tree

The Catholic Book Club is
inviting the public to discuss
“Render Unto Caesar” by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
O.F.M. Cap. The book, in which
the prelate asserts that the most
powerful political act a Catholic
can make is to live their faith not
just in word but in all of their
choices decisions and actions, is
currently ranked No. 27 on the
New York Times’ Non-fiction Best
Sellers list.
The club will gather at 5 p.m.
on Oct. 15 in the Cardinal
Stafford Library in the John Paul
II Center, 1300 S. Steele St. The
discussion will last approximately 90 minutes.
The Catholic Book Club gets
together once a month to talk
about some of the latest publications, according to Michael
Woodward, director of the
Cardinal Stafford Library.
“One of our first orders of business is to decide on what we
want to talk about at future
meetings,” he said. “On the 15th
we’ll talk about ‘Render Unto
Caesar’ and on Oct. 22 we’ll discuss ‘Secret Scripture’ by
Sebastian Barry. We hope a lot of
people will want to be a part of
those discussions.”
Future books to be discussed
by the group can be viewed online at archden.org; click on the
Cardinal Stafford Library link.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Mass And Prayer Vigil: for the unborn.
Mass at St. James Church, 1311 Oneida
St., Denver followed by vigil at
Planned Parenthood Clinic, 7155 E.
38th Ave., Denver.
Oct. 18: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 9:30 a.m.
First Annual White Mass: to honor
Catholic health care providers at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput O.F.M.
Cap. celebrant.
Oct. 18: 4:30 p.m.
Annual Red Mass: to honor those in the
legal profession at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput O.F.M. Cap. celebrant.
Oct. 26: 4:30 p.m.
Memorial Event: for loss of loved one
at St. Joan of Arc Parish, 12735 W.
58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303-420-1232
for more information.
Nov. 1: 11 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for children in
Adoration Chapel at Holy Trinity
Church, 7595 Federal Blvd., Denver.
Call 303-940-1313 for more information.
Sundays: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Catholic Book Club: to discuss
“Render Unto Caesar” by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap. in
Cardinal Stafford Library, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver.
Oct. 15: 5 p.m.

Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Central Catholic Alumni: monthly
luncheon at Elk’s Club, 1455 Newland
St., Lakewood. Call 303-757-3282 to
RSVP.
Oct 23: noon
Annual Fundraiser: at Holy Cross
Church 9371 Wigham St., Thornton.
Raffle, auction, talent show and chili
cook off. Tickets $10 adult/ $5 children. Call 720-280-3425 for details.
Oct. 24: 6:30 p.m.
Pre-Halloween Party: and canned food
drive for children sponsored by
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies
Auxiliary at Cure d’Ars Church, 3201
Dahlia St., Denver. Activities, refreshments and goodie bags. Admission is
2 non-perishable canned food items.
Oct. 24: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Masquerade: the annual auction at
Holy Trinity School 7595 Federal Blvd.,
Westminster. Auction and catered dinner. Tickets are $40 which includes
chance to win cruise. Call 303-4275632 for details.
Nov. 1: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Holiday Bazaar: at Queen of
Peace Church, 13120 E. Kentucky Ave.,
Aurora.
Nov. 1: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 2: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Oktoberfest Carnival: at Our Lady of
Lourdes School, 2256 S. Logan St.,
Denver. Food, fun and entertainment.
Call 303-722-7525 for details.
Oct. 17: 3:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Altar and Rosary Society: at St. Rose
of Lima Church, 355 S. Navajo St.,
Denver is looking for crafters and vendors for their annual fair in November.
Call Sue, 303-727-9228.
Nov. 22 and 23

Family Italian Fest: at St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Food and fun for all the
family. Cost $10 adult/ $5 children.
Oct. 18: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Venders Needed: for Our Lady of
Mount. Carmel craft and bake sale in
November. Cal Phyllis at 303-4318858.
Nov. 22 and 23

Monthly Breakfast: presented by Holy
Rosary Men’s Club, 4672 Pearl St.,
Denver. Cost $5 adult/$2 children.
Anyone over 60 with an October birthday enjoys a free breakfast.
Oct. 19: 7:30 a.m. - noon
Holy Family Statue Dedication: at high
school, 5195 W. 144th Ave., Broomfield.
Mass and dedication followed by reception. Call 303-410-1411 for information.
Oct. 19: 2:30 p.m.
Book Signing: with Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap. for his book
“Render Unto Caesar” at Borders
Bookstore in Park Meadows Mall, 8401
Park Meadows Center Drive, Lone
Tree.
Oct. 23: 7 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Verdi’s Requiem: performed by
London Symphony Chorus at
University of Denver Newman Center,
2344 E. Iliff Ave., Denver. Ticket information at 303-357- 2787.
Oct. 15- 16: 7:30 p.m.
Monthly Meeting: of Catholic Medical
Association. Guest speaker is Bishop
Robert C. Morlino of the Diocese of
Madison who’ll speak on “The Natural
Law and Responsible Citizenship” at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Oct. 15: Mass 6:30 p.m.
Talk 7:15 p.m.

Orientation Meetings: for those interested in becoming a deacon at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
room 111. Call Deacon John Smith for
more information 303-715-3198.
Oct. 16: 7 p.m.
Nov. 1: 1 p.m.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m.
Job Networking Ministry Workshop: at
St. Frances Cabrini Parish, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call 303-2670600 for details.
Oct. 16: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Radical Awareness Of Discipleship:
plans a day of prayer, sharing and fun
for high school aged men interested in
the priesthood. Call 303-282-3429 for
details.
Oct. 19: 10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Explanation Of Annulment: in the
Catholic Church panel discussion led
by Father Daniel Leonard in Ballard
Hall at Christ the King Church 830 Elm
St., Denver. Call 303-388-1643 for
more information.
Oct. 23: 7 p.m.
Rebuild My Church: vocation retreat of
prayer and discernment with Capuchin
Franciscan Friars at Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
To register, call Father John Lager,
OF.M. Cap. at 303-981-1111.
Oct. 24-26.
Catholic Marriage Prep Classes: at
Holy Family Parish, 4377 Utica St. ,
Denver. Program satisfies steps one
and three of archdiocesan requirements. Four-week class will meet on
Monday evenings. Call 719-471-9702
for details.
Nov. 10 - Dec. 1: 6 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
Formation Program: for those interested in joining the Secular Discalced
Carmelite Community at St. Thomas
More Church 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-806-9923 for information.
Nov. 8: 8:30 a.m.

Beginners Iconography Workshop: at
St. Dominic Church, 3053 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Call for details, 303-2388983.
Nov. 11-15
Fall Retreat: sponsored by Catholic
Biblical School to be held at St. Malo
Retreat Center. Call 303-715-3195 for
registration information and cost.
Nov. 14-16
Retreat For Married Couples: including
talks discussions and renewal of vows
at Holy Name Church, 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Englewood. Cost is $60 per couple which includes meals. Call 303660-1904 for information.
Nov. 22: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

SINGLES
North Metro Catholic Singles: annual
fall dance at St. Mark’s Parish Center
3441 W. 96th Ave., Westminster. Cost
is $12. Call 720-457-8289.
Oct. 18: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Singles Dance: at St. Thomas More
Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Cost $15 includes food
and beverage. Call 720-493-8707.
Nov 15: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
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Gala
From Page 2

Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Denver and as
pastor at St. Mary of Littleton
Parish. Prior to his work in
Littleton, Father Meredith
worked at St. Joseph Parish in
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Fort Collins. During his 12 years
there, he became involved with
many outreach programs, including Care Housing, a local
nonprofit that provides earnings-based rental housing and
supportive services to working
families.
Sister Mary Alice Murphy,
O.L.V.M., who with Father
Meredith’s
encouragement

founded Care
Housing, recalled he was
generous with
his time and
any services
he could supply.
FATHER PHILIP
“He helped
MEREDITH
me get Care
Housing started,” Sister Murphy

told the Denver Catholic
Register. “He saw the need for affordable housing for families
and provided free space for our
offices when we had no money.
He served on our board for
many years.”
Father Meredith died last year.
Catholic Charities’ Northern
Advisory Board chose the priest
for recognition this year due to

his selfless life and work at the
Mission Shelter, which is kicking-off its 20th anniversary year.
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley, honorary event chair,
presented the award to Father
Meredith
posthumously.
Proceeds from the gala will benefit Catholic Charities community outreach programs in
Larimer and Weld counties.
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