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AS THE CONGREGATION sings the Litany of Supplication, six deacon candidates lie
prostrate before the altar. The gesture symbolizes one’s unworthiness for the office to
be assumed and one’s dependence upon God and the prayers of the Christian community. Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., ordained the men to the diaconate during a mid-morning Mass in the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception Sept.
27. The newly ordained deacons are entering the final stages of priesthood formation
at the two seminaries of the Denver Archdiocese.
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CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.

Respect Life Sunday and our
calling to the ‘Gospel of Life’
Exactly 10 years ago this fall, America’s bishops issued a pastoral letter called “Living the Gospel of Life.” Even a decade later,
this is no ordinary Church text. I believed then, and I believe
now, that it’s the best document ever issued by the U.S. bishops
on the priorities of Catholic citizenship. In writing it, the bishops sought to apply Pope John Paul II’s great encyclical
“Evangelium Vitae” (“The Gospel of Life”) to the American situation. The heart of their statement, paragraph No. 23, stresses
that:
“Opposition to abortion and euthanasia does not excuse indifference to those who suffer from poverty, violence and injustice. Any politics of human life must work to resist the violence
of war and the scandal of capital punishment. Any politics of
human dignity must seriously address issues of racism, poverty,
hunger, employment, education, housing, and health care.
Therefore, Catholics should eagerly involve themselves as advocates for the weak and marginalized in all these areas.
Catholic public officials are obliged to address each of these issues as they seek to build consistent policies which promote respect for the human person at all stages of life.
“But being ‘right’ in such matters can never excuse a wrong
choice regarding direct attacks on innocent human life. Indeed,
the failure to protect and defend life in its most vulnerable stages
renders suspect any claims to the ‘rightness’ of positions in other
matters affecting the poorest and least powerful of the human
community. If we understand the human person as the ‘temple of
the Holy Spirit’—the living house of God—then these latter issues
fall logically into place as the crossbeams and walls of that house.
All direct attacks on innocent human life, such as abortion and euthanasia, strike at the house’s foundation. These directly and immediately violate the human person’s most fundamental right—
the right to life. Neglect of these issues is the equivalent of building our house on sand. Such attacks cannot help but lull the social conscience in ways ultimately destructive of other human
rights” (emphasis in original).
This is why abortion is not merely one among many urgent
issues, but rather the foundational one. It provides the cornerstone for a whole architecture of human dignity. When we revoke legal protection for unborn children, we violate the first
and most important human right—the right to life itself. And
once we do that, and then create a system of alibis to justify it,
we begin to put every other human and civil right at risk.
This coming Sunday, Oct. 5, is national Respect Life Sunday.
It’s a good moment to remember that over the past month
we’ve had a couple of extraordinary witnesses to the preciousness of human life, even when that life is severely disabled.
Thomas Vander Woude, a Catholic father of seven, sacrificed
his own life on Sept. 8 trying to save his son with Down syndrome from drowning. And around the same time Sarah Palin,
the governor of Alaska and mother of five, began her campaign
for vice-president. Palin’s youngest son, Trig, also has Down
syndrome. One of the things that makes the example of these
two parents “extraordinary” is that their disabled children exist
at all. More than 80 percent of children diagnosed in the womb
with Down syndrome are now “terminated”—the news media’s
antiseptic word for killing the innocent.
Raising a child with disabilities does not by itself qualify (or
disqualify) anyone for public office. But it does demand a quiet
kind of strength, wisdom, character, patience, self-sacrifice,
trust in God and inconspicuous heroism. The many parents of
children with special needs whom I know have discovered
something important about what it means to be human. God’s
invitation to love a disabled child, whose imperfections are so
obvious, is his way of growing our hearts to love each other,
who so often wear our own imperfections—which are just as
real and just as disabling—hidden on the inside.
There are really two tragedies in every abortion: the killing of
an unborn child; and the killing of an opportunity to love.

Six men ordained deacons
in step toward priesthood
Five of the six men
come from foreign
countries
BY ROXANNE KING

On a balmy September morning, Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., ordained six men to
the diaconate in a landmark step
on their journey toward the
priesthood.
Five of the six men hail from
foreign countries: three are from
Mexico, one is from Colombia
and one is from South Korea.
“We also have a deacon from
the most exotic of places—
Connecticut,” the archbishop
gently joked, drawing laughter
from the standing-room only
congregation
inside
the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception Sept. 27.
Ordained were Carlos Wilson
Bello-Ayala, originally from
Bogota, Colombia; Mauricio
Bermudez-Hernandez, originally
from Puebla, Mexico; Crispin
Miguel Angel Enriquez, originally
from Guadalajara, Mexico; Jose
de Jesus Garcia-Pedreguera, originally from Veracruz, Mexico;
Damian SooHo Lee, originally
from South Korea; and Joseph
Toledo,
originally
from
Bridgeport, Conn.
The men attend the two seminaries
of
the
Denver
Archdiocese—half of them attend
St.
John
Vianney
Theological Seminary and the
other half Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary. Both seminaries are
located in south Denver on the
John Paul II Center campus.
Redemptoris Mater has ties to
the Neocatechumenal Way, a
Vatican approved process of
spiritual formation.
Five of the men are in formation to serve the Denver
Archdiocese. The men attending
Redemptoris Mater also receive
missionary training and may be
sent at the archbishop’s discretion anywhere in the world.
Deacon Lee will be ordained a
priest for the Diocese of Masan,
Korea, but may eventually serve
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DEACON candidates face the congregation after their acceptance to
holy orders by the archbishop.
joined by members of other
parish choirs and the congregation in singing beautiful hymns in
Latin, Spanish and English.
In his homily, Archbishop
Chaput explained that during the
ordination rites he would lay
hands on each of the men.
“(That) is the external sign of
the sacrament of holy orders,”
he said. “You are consecrated,
set apart from the rest of the
community for service to the
Lord. This is a traditional gesture of the Church—to be consecrated means to be set aside
for God’s own purposes.”
Referring to the day’s first
reading from the Book of the
Prophet
Jeremiah
(1:4-9),
wherein the Lord commands
the prophet to bravely preach
his message, the archbishop
ARCHBISHOP Charles Chaput,
emphasized the duty of a deaO.F.M. Cap., lays hands on one of
con to proclaim the Scriptures.
the elect.
“Be good, enthusiastic, joyful
the Denver Archdiocese.
preachers of God’s word,” the
A colorfully caped and plumed archbishop urged. “He will give
Knights of Columbus honor you strength and courage.”
guard led a striking procession of
The reading from the Acts of
some 20 deacons, 35 priests, and the Apostles (8:26-40) about how
two bishops to start the Mass.
the early Church deacon Philip
Mass concelebrants included converted an Ethiopian eunuch
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley through preaching echoed the
and the seminary rectors, Father story of Christ meeting the disciMichael Glenn and Father ples on the road to Emmaus and
Florian Martin-Calama. The setting their hearts on fire with
multi-cultural liturgy had the his explanation of the Scriptures,
Scripture readings proclaimed in Archbishop Chaput said.
Spanish and Korean. New direc“Your preaching my dear
tor of music at the cathedral, John brothers,” he said, “should be
Miller, led the Cathedral Choir
See Ordination, Page 7
D E N V E R C AT H O L I C R EG I S T E R

Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210

General Manager
Jeanette DeMelo

Denver Catholic Register (USPS 557-020) is published weekly except the last week of
December and the first week of January by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele
Street, Denver, CO 80210, and printed by Signature Offset in Colorado Springs. Periodical
postage paid in Denver, CO.

Editor
Roxanne King
Ad Manager
Chad Andrzejewski

Subscriptions: $25 a year in Colorado; $32 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $29
surface, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average).
Mexico, $48 air; Canada, $55 air. Postmaster: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic
Register, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210.
Main number: 303-715-3215; Circulation: 303-715-3211.

LO C A L N E W S l 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l OCTOBER 1, 2008

40 Days for Life vigil begins with
prayerful presence at abortion clinic

RESPECT LIFE 2008-09

BY JOHN GLEASON

MOST REV.

The two-story building sits a
block off Quebec Street, a stones
throw away from the old
Stapleton Airport. The fence that
surrounds the building is covered
in a black tarp, blocking all view
from the street as if those inside
don’t want anyone to know what
goes on there.
The building is the home of
Rocky
Mountain
Planned
Parenthood headquarters and
clinic. On this warm Wednesday
afternoon five people, all with
rosaries in hand, are slowly making their way down the sidewalk
outside the building, circling the
block over and over again maintaining a vigil for those who cannot speak for themselves.
Sept. 24 was the first day of the
40 Days for Life national campaign, which serves to pray for
the election of public officials
who will defend and protect
human life, especially the life of
the unborn. During the campaign members of the community are taking turns praying outside the Planned Parenthood
clinic. This afternoon, Susan
Follanscee and her daughters
Sara, Stephanie and Elizabeth are
among the volunteers who have
come to pray for the unborn.
“We think of this as praying outside the walls of Jericho,”
Follanscee said. “We have a responsibility as Catholics to uphold
the dignity of life and to speak out
for
those
who
cannot.”
The Follanscees are part of
Catholic Homeschoolers, one of
almost 40 organizations, schools,
religious communities and parishes who have signed up through the
Denver Archdiocese’s Respect Life
Office to maintain the vigil outside
the clinic over the next 40 days, a
number used often in the Bible, recalling among its many instances
the length of time Christ fasted
and prayed in the desert.
Upon hearing about the campaign, Follanscee said she couldn’t wait to be a part of it, and not
just through the community of
homeschoolers.

YOUNG
people pray
the rosary
in a peaceful vigil
outside the
Rocky
Mountain
Planned
Parenthood
headquarters.
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“Our parish, St. Joan of Arc, has
signed up to be here on Oct. 7
which is the feast of Our Lady of
the Rosary,” she said. “And (pastor) Father Joseph Cao said he’ll
be here the entire 12 hours on
that day. I think that is very inspirational.”
Noting the cover on the fence
surrounding the clinic, Follanscee
said that those who present themselves as pro-choice are in denial.
“It’s a reflection of our culture,”
she said, “and how far we’ve moved
ourselves from our Lord and his
values. As a result, in our culture
millions of lives have been lost.”
Still, Follanscee is optimistic.
She sees that more people are becoming aware and are speaking
out.
“I was here at the rally on Aug. 25
when thousands of people came
to pray,” she said, referring to the
archdiocese’s prayer vigil led by
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and Alveda King,
niece of the late civil rights leader
Martin Luther King.
“It was so inspiring to witness
that,” Follanscee said. “The building was surrounded and still
more came to pray. It gives the
feeling that perhaps the tide is finally turning for life.”
She cites the 40 Days for Life
campaign as another example of
how many more people are voicing their concern.
“You know there have actually

40 DAYS FOR LIFE
What: campaign of prayer, fasting and peaceful vigil to end
abortion
When: Sept. 24-Nov.2
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Sat. 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Where: Planned Parenthood
headquarters and clinic, 7155 E.
38th Ave., Denver
Information: call 303-715-3205
or visit online
40daysforlife.com/denver
During the campaign, members
of the community pray Monday
through Friday outside the
Planned Parenthood Clinic from
7a.m.-6 p.m. The six Saturday
mornings of the campaign, vigils will be held from 9:30 a.m.10:30 a.m. at the clinic.

been clinics that have been shut
down as a result of this campaign,” she said. “It’s been
around for four years and has
grown to more than 170 cities.
That’s people taking a stand.”
The 40 Days for Life campaign will continue through
Nov. 2. Anyone wishing to participate may call the Respect
Life office at 303-715-3205. For
more information, visit online
40daysforlife.com/denver.

Post-abortion healing program set to start
A six-week program that
strives to help men and women
affected by abortion to receive
reconciliation and healing is set
to start next week.
Project Rachel, the post-abortion ministry of the Denver
Archdiocese’s Respect Life

Office, will offer the program
from 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays, Oct. 8-Nov. 12.
The sessions will be held at John
Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call Mimi Eckstein at
303-715-3205 or e-mail for information and to register. All in-

quiries are confidential.
Project Rachel has been offered in the archdiocese since
1991. The program is promoted
through the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops to provide
hope and healing after an abortion.

NOTICE
The bishops' schedules and the official appointments may be found on Page 7.

CORRECTION
In last week’s issue, a Web address for the U.S. bishops’ For Your Marriage resource page had the wrong suffix.
The correct address is foryourmarriage.org. The Register apologizes for the error.

WILLIAM E. LORI

Conscience and the
Catholic voter
As this election year proceeds, politics bombards us from all sides.
If we wish, we can know every campaign tactic and antic instantaneously. Yet the issues facing our nation and world go far beyond
campaign theatrics. That is why it is especially important for us to
be informed about the issues which confront us in national, state,
and local elections, and understand how they pertain to the common good and to the human dignity of each person.
In other words, a well-formed conscience is “standard operating equipment” for participating well in the political process. This
is the main point of the U.S. bishops’ document on political responsibility issued in November 2007, “Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship.”
As Faithful Citizenship makes clear, “conscience is not something
that allows us to justify doing whatever we want, nor is it a mere
‘feeling’ about what we should or should not do” (No. 17). Instead,
as the “Catechism of the Catholic Church” teaches us, conscience is
“a judgment of reason by which the human person recognizes the
moral quality of a concrete act.” The human conscience does not
create right and wrong but rather perceives it.
Conscience has to be properly formed, and what really forms our
consciences is truth—above all, the truth about the human person
of whom, by whom, and for whom governments exist and function.
Pope Benedict XVI reminded us during his recent visit to the
United States that “America’s quest for freedom has been guided by
the conviction that the principles governing political and social life
are intimately linked to a moral order based on the dominion of
God the Creator.” This conviction is at the heart of our democracy. It
allows us to recognize the self-evident truth that all men and
women are created equal and that the source of our human rights is
not the government but the Creator. The Declaration of
Independence sketches these rights as “life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness,” at the heart of which is the human person, created in
the image of God and endowed with inviolable dignity. The moral
order protects and fosters human dignity. In turn, human freedom
is given us so we may choose what is true and good.
The Church’s teaching on faith and morals sheds great light on
the moral order established by the Creator. Faithful Citizenship
teaches that “Catholics have a serious and lifelong obligation to
form their consciences in accord with human reason and the teaching of the Church” (No. 17). To fulfill this obligation, one must desire
to seek what is true and good and be willing to study Scripture and
the teachings of the Church from an authentic source, such as The
“Catechism of the Catholic Church.” One must also accept the Godgiven authority of what the Church teaches. All of this aids the
process of moral reasoning as we study the issues of the day, party
platforms, proposed legislation, and government policy. Pope
Benedict XVI and Pope John Paul II have called upon us work
proactively for the transformation of our society by fostering “a civilization of love,” where the rights and dignity of each person are respected from the moment of conception until natural death, where
the hungry and the homeless are assisted, the immigrant welcomed, the environment protected, and all legitimate paths to
peace are pursued. It is in light of that task that we evaluate the
moral quality of what is proposed by candidates and public officials.
“There are some things we can never do or cooperate with because they are always incompatible with love of God and neighbor.
Such actions are so deeply flawed that they are always opposed to
the authentic good of persons. These are called ‘intrinsically evil’ actions. They must always be rejected and opposed and must never
be supported or condoned” (Faithful Citizenship, No. 22). In our nation, abortion is at the forefront of these intrinsically evil actions.
Since 1973, the year abortion was legalized by the U.S. Supreme
Court in Roe v. Wade, nearly 49 million innocent human lives have
been taken. Abortion has helped create “a culture of death” in which
human life is cheapened, as we see in efforts to fund destructive
embryo research and legalize euthanasia.
It would be refreshing if we could find candidates whose
records, party platforms, and personal commitments embody the
full range of the Church’s social teaching, reasonable as that teach-

See Life, Page 18

4 l OPINION

OCTOBER 1, 2008 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE
CAMPAIGN 2008

GEORGE WEIGEL
Iraq and the war against jihadism
No matter who is elected president, American forces will remain in
Iraq for a considerable period of time. The serious points at issue
have to do with troop numbers, deployments, missions, and the
question of a permanent American base in Iraq; “End It Now” and
similar bumper-sticker admonitions ill fit the real world of moral and
political responsibility. America’s Mesopotamian expedition has been
very costly in lives, treasure, and political good will. Domestically,
however, the adult questions have to do with what we’ve learned
about the exercise of American power in a world in which the art of
statecraft remains a subtle and complex one.
So whether it’s President McCain or President Obama, the next
commander-in-chief will have to see the war in Iraq through to a
successful conclusion. The possibility of just that—a stable Iraq, safe
for pluralism, governed responsively and responsibly—has been enhanced by the counterinsurgency strategy implemented by General
David Petraeus over the past 18 months. Unlike other major
American institutions—the Congress, for example—the U.S. military
has an impressive capacity to learn from its mistakes, and from the
mistakes of the nation’s political leadership. That, in itself, is a positive lesson to be drawn from the past five difficult years.
But it’s not enough. The country remains divided on the nature of
the threat that could no longer be ignored after 9/11. A common understanding of what we are fighting, and why, is essential in building
and sustaining a bipartisan consensus that will allow presidents of
both parties to conduct the war against global jihadism over the next
several decades—and to do so through all the instruments of statecraft, of which armed force is only one. That struggle is, among many
other things, a struggle in defense of religious freedom—a core
Catholic concern in this or any other election year.
So here are some questions that Catholic voters might pose to
the two principal presidential candidates:
1) How do you define the enemy in this new kind of war? What
role does distorted religious conviction play in creating the dangers we face from terrorists?
2) Whatever you may have thought in 2003, how do you think Iraq
“fits” within the global struggle against jihadism today? Do you think
it possible that Iraq might become a kind of Middle Eastern Poland—
the domino that sets in motion a long-term regional trend toward responsible and responsive government?
3) What can the United States do to ensure that those Christian
Iraqis who have fled Iraq in recent years have the opportunity to
return to a home that is safe for them? What should the U.S. be
doing now to protect the remnants of Iraq’s once-vibrant Christian
communities?
4) What specific steps will you take to enhance American intelligence capabilities, which have consistently failed us over the past
decade? What training programs in the languages and cultures of the
Islamic world will you implement in order to upgrade the capacities
of both the CIA and the Department of State?
5) If the war against jihadism is, at bottom, a contest between
two very different ideas of the just society, what will you do to enhance our national capacity to make the case for civility, tolerance,
and religious freedom through our public diplomacy? Is broadcasting American pop culture into the Middle East the most effective way to illustrate our convictions about the good society? What
should we be telling an Arab Islamic world, caught in a narrative of
failure of its own making, about the goods that freedom brings? Or
should we just drop the subject?
6) How will you guide the evolution of an American military that
has become confident in its counter-insurgency capabilities and
that now has a cadre of brilliant younger officers formed in the
hard school of learning-from-our-mistakes in Iraq?
7) In the cases of Iran and North Korea, and indeed as a general
principle, do you favor coupling U.S. anti-nuclear proliferation
diplomacy to an American pledge to work for the abolition of nuclear weapons?
8) What did you get wrong about Iraq?
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 5: 27TH Sunday
Ordinary Time
Respect Life Sunday

in

Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 5:1-7
• Psalm 80:9-20
• Philippians 4:6-9
• Matthew 21:33-43
Theme: Faithful stewardship.
The image of the vineyard as a
symbol of Israel appears frequently in the Old Testament.
The reading from Isaiah and the
responsorial Psalm are prime
examples of this. The vineyard,
which is also the subject of this
week’s Gospel, is later applied to
the Church, the “new Israel.” It
is important to understand that
the vineyard is not ours to do
with as we please. The Church
does not belong to us; it belongs
to God (the “landowner”). He
has entrusted it to us and expects us to take good care of it as
faithful stewards. We have a responsibility to God and to those
who have gone before us, as well
as those who come after us, to

take good care of that which has
been entrusted to us, including
the wider society. Faithfulness,
justice and charity are the
means by which the “vineyard”
is cultivated so that it will produce the “sweet grapes” of goodness, truth and beauty (second
reading). Selfishness, injustice
and callousness only produce
“sour grapes,” which are good
for nothing and only lead to
ruin.
Key verse: “The vineyard of
the LORD of hosts is the house
of Israel, and the people of
Judah are his cherished plant”
(Is 5:7).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The Church is a cultivated field, the tillage of God. On
that land the ancient olive tree
grows whose holy roots were the
prophets and in which the reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles
has been brought about and will
be brought about again. That
land, like a choice vineyard, has
been planted by the heavenly
cultivator. Yet the true vine is
Christ who gives life and fruitfulness to the branches, that is,
to us, who through the Church
remain in Christ, without whom
we can do nothing” (No. 755).

Pope
Benedict
XVI:
“Secularism challenges the
Church to reaffirm and to pursue more actively her mission in
and to the world. As the (Second
Vatican) Council made clear, the
lay faithful have a particular responsibility in this regard. What
is needed, I am convinced, is a
greater sense of the intrinsic relationship between the Gospel
and the natural law on the one
hand, and, on the other, the pursuit of authentic human good,
as embodied in civil law and in
personal moral decisions”
(Response to U.S. Bishops, April
16).
Application: The principle of
faithful stewardship applies not
only with respect to our responsibility to the Church, but also to
the wider society, which in a
more general sense is also God’s
“vineyard.” As Catholics, we
serve the common good best by
being true to our faith; not hiding it under a bushel basket but
letting it shine for all the world
to see (Mt 5:16). “If we really believe that the Gospel is true,”
Archbishop Chaput said, “we
need to embody it in our private
lives and our public choices.
The more truly we love God, the
more truly we serve the world”
(“Render Unto Caesar”).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Inspiring story
Regarding, “Taking the Veil,”
Sept. 17 Denver Catholic Register.
I would like to extend my sincere
congratulations to Sister Mary
Teresa of Jesus Crucified (the former Jessica Gulotta). The article
is beautifully written in that
week’s issue! Awesome to hear
about! Thus, to where may I appropriately send my commentary accordingly?
Sean Hudson
E-mail
Editor’s note: Correspondence
and prayer requests may be
sent to: Carmel of the Holy
Spirit Monastery, 6138 S.
Gallup St., Littleton, CO
80120. Phone: 303-798-4176.
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A DEACON censes a bowed Sister Mary Teresa of Jesus Crucified at
the Sept. 12 Mass where she professed final vows as a Discalced
Carmelite nun.

THE SAINTS: ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX
1873 - 1897
Feast –
October 1
Left
motherless
at 4, she
followed two
older sisters
into the
Carmelites,
entering at 15 as Sister
Therese of the Infant Jesus.

Poor health made her dream of
missionary work impossible. In
1896 she contracted
tuberculosis and died after
months of suffering.
Posthumous publication of her
autobiography, “The Story of a
Soul,” prompted popular
devotion. The “Little Flower” is
remembered for her “little
way” of seeking perfection in
the ordinary with a simple but
total trust in God.
© 2008 CNS

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone
number. We rely on our readers to
recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are
those of the author and are not
necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or
libelous statements will not be
printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send
letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. Email us at: editor@archden.org.
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Pope encourages new bishops to imitate St. Paul’s courage

Don’t forget poor in
Wall Street bailout,
Charities leader says

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy
(CNS)—Pope Benedict XVI encouraged recently ordained bishops to imitate St. Paul’s missionary
courage, whether in situations of
religious indifference or antiChristian persecution.
The pope made the remarks in
two meetings with about 120 international bishops at his summer
residence in Castel Gandolfo. The
bishops, appointed over the last
year, were in Rome for symposiums that covered various aspects
of a bishop’s ministry.
Speaking Sept. 20 to a group of
bishops from missionary countries, the pope said that in the year
dedicated to St. Paul the prelates
could look to the saint for inspiration in trying times.
“The
winds
of
deChristianization, religious indifference, secularization and relativism
are striking your societies with increasing violence,” the pope said.
In these kinds of circumstances,

BRIEFS
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POPE BENEDICT XVI is surrounded by new bishops who met with
the pontiff at his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo. The bishops were in Rome for symposiums that covered various aspects
of a bishop’s ministry.
the bishops, like St. Paul, might
wonder whether the instrument of
preaching is strong enough to win
conversion, he said.
The pope encouraged them to
imitate St. Paul’s persistence. St.
Paul confronted personal mistreatment and many dangers and
never ran from them, knowing that

this was part of his role as a
Christian, he said.
The pope pointed out that
some of the bishops live in countries where Christians are a small
minority.
“That obliges you to encounter
other religions that are much
stronger and not always welcoming in your regard. Sometimes
there are situations that require
you as pastors to defend your
faithful in the face of persecutions
and violent attacks,” he said.
The pope did not mention specific countries where Christians
are persecuted, but in recent
weeks he has condemned a series
of attacks on minority Christians
in India’s eastern state of Orissa.
In a talk Sept. 22 to new bishops
in nonmissionary and Eastern-rite
territories, the pope emphasized
that the moral authority of every
bishop is dependent on his personal search for holiness.
In particular, he said, the bishop should nourish himself daily
on Scripture, in order to be a
good teacher of the faith.
He encouraged bishops to be
especially close to their priests
and to make sure that young people in their dioceses are invited to
consider a priestly or religious vocation.

ALEXANDRIA, Va. (CNS)—Any
financial bailout for Wall Street
“must include economic relief for
the hardships of Main Street,” the
president of Catholic Charities
USA said in Sept. 25 letters to the
leadership of the House and
Senate. Father Larry Snyder said
any plan to rescue the nation’s
banking and financial system must
ensure “that those with the least do
not bear the greatest burden in this
crisis.” He added, “We urge
Congress to remember the lowand middle-income Americans
whose lives and economic security
are being shattered by the current
economic crisis.” Specifically,
Father Snyder said, the plan
should extend unemployment insurance; increase Food Stamp
benefits; protect low-income families from losing Medicaid and social service assistance; and increase home energy assistance.

Campaign ‘08: Iraq
War poses major
challenges for next
president

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—The
legacy of President George W. Bush
will be framed primarily by one
event: the ongoing war in Iraq. At
five and a half years and running,
the Iraq War—portrayed by Bush
as a vital front in what he has characterized as the war on terror—has
left Americans divided and much
of the world community looking
beyond the United States for diplomatic leadership. The war stands
out for being the first whereby the
U.S. took pre-emptive action to
head off what it considered a potential threat to its national security. However, surveys show
Americans are growing increasingly impatient with the war as the

cost of remaining in Iraq soars to
nearly $560 billion and casualties
mount. Even with the planned
withdrawal of 8,000 troops within
the next several weeks, more than
130,000 U.S. military personnel
will remain in the country when either Republican Sen. John McCain
or Democratic Sen. Barack Obama
takes the oath of office as America’s
44th president Jan. 20. How the
two major candidates address the
war is indicative of the personal
histories of each man. Obama,
who publicly opposed the war
even before his election to the U.S.
Senate in 2004, has pledged to seek
a “diplomatic surge” to bring peace
to the region. McCain, the military
hero who was physically abused as
a prisoner of war during the
Vietnam War, adheres to a staythe-course strategy, promising to
eradicate Iraqi-based terrorism before he will consider reducing U.S.
forces in the country.

Bishops’ document
on election goes
high tech in podcast,
video format

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—Ask
Catholic teenagers if they’ve read a
recent document by the U.S. bishops and you might get a blank
look. But ask if they’ve heard of the
bishops’ statement “Forming
Consciences
for
Faithful
Citizenship: A Call to Political
Responsibility,” either through a
podcast, a video quiz on YouTube
or its page on the social networking site Facebook, and you might
get a nod of recognition. That’s
what the U.S. bishops are hoping
anyway. “Faithful Citizenship,” the
document that urges Catholic voters to form their consciences
around a variety of social concerns
based on Catholic social teaching,
is not something new. The bishops
initially published the document
in 1975 and produce a new version
of it about every four years to coincide with the national elections.
The document for the 2008 election was approved by the bishops
in November 2007. But this time
the document looks a lot younger.
For starters, its Web site, faithfulcitizenship.org, has resources for
youths and those who work with
them.
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ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 1: Closing Mass, National Conference of Diocesan Vocation
Directors, Our Lady of Loreto Parish, Foxfield (5 p.m.)
Oct. 2: Presbyteral Council Meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.), followed by
Priests’ Personnel Board meeting
Oct. 3: Mass and Institution of Lectors and Acolytes, Christ the King
Chapel, JPII Center 5:30 p.m.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 1: Mass, feast of St. Therese of Lisieux, Carmelite Monastery,
Littleton (7 p.m.)
Oct. 2: Presbyteral Council Meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.), followed by
Priests’ Personnel Board meeting
Oct. 3: Mass and Institution of Lectors and Acolytes, Christ the King
Chapel (5:30 p.m.)
Oct. 4: Mass, Catholic Homeschooling Families, St. Thomas More
Parish, Centennial (10 a.m.); Honorary Chair, Catholic Charities 2008
Gala for Northern Colorado, Fort Collins (6 p.m.)
Oct. 5: Mass and Confirmation, Cure d’Ars Catholic Church, Denver (11a.m.)
Oct. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Oct. 7: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (12:10 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Mr. Carlos Bello, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver and assigned transitional deacon, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish,
Boulder, Colo., effective Sept. 29, 2008, until May 2009.
Rev. Mr. Mauricio Bermudez,
granted diaconal faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, St.
James Parish, Denver, Colo., effective Sept. 29, 2008, until May
2009.
Rev. Mr. Miguel Enriquez, granted
diaconal faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, St. Pius
X Parish, Aurora, Colo., effective
Sept. 29, 2008, until December
2008.
Rev. Mr. Jose Jesus Garcia, granted diaconal faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, St.
Joseph Parish, Denver, Colo., effective Sept. 29, 2008, until May
2009.
Rev. Mr. Shaun Haggerty, (Diocese
of Sioux Falls), granted diaconal
faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver and assigned transitional
deacon, Christ the King Parish,
Denver, Colo., effective Sept. 29,
2008, until May 2009.
Rev. Mr. Damian Soo Ho Lee,
granted diaconal faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, St.
Lawrence Korean Catholic Church,
Aurora, Colo., effective Sept. 29,
2008, until December 2008.
Rev. Mr. Jeff Norfolk, (Diocese of
Sioux Falls), granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver
and assigned transitional deacon, St.
Theresa Parish, Frederick, and St.
Scholastica Parish, Erie, Colo., effective Sept. 29, 2008, until May 2009.
Rev. Mr. Carlos Sanchez, C.R. assigned transitional deacon, St.
Vincent Parish, Basalt, and St. Mary
of the Crown Parish, Carbondale,
Colo., effective immediately.
Rev. Mr. Joseph Toledo, granted
diaconal faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, Our
Lady of Fatima Parish, Lakewood,
Colo., effective Sept. 29, 2008,
until May 2009.

Ordination
From Page 2

after this example.”
The Ordination Rite began
with the six men being called forward and affirmed as worthy of
ordination. Upon the archbishop’s acceptance, the congregation burst into applause.
The men promised celibacy
and obedience to the archbishop
and his successors. Then, as they
lay prostrate before the altar, the
congregation sang the Litany of
Supplication.
In silence, the archbishop laid
hands on each of the men as
they knelt before him. He then
said the Prayer of Ordination
over the group.
The newly ordained were vested with a deacon’s stole and dalmatic and were empowered to
preach the Gospel.
“Receive the Gospel of Christ,
whose herald you now are,” the
archbishop said as each of the
new deacons knelt in turn before
him holding a gleaming silver

and gold Book of Gospels.
“Believe what you read, teach
what you believe and practice
what you teach.”
Following the archbishop, the
veteran deacons then gave each
new deacon a warm embrace,
welcoming them into the order
of deacons.
A clergy rank of the Church in
Apostolic times, the diaconate
eventually became a preliminary
step toward ordination to the
priesthood. While it still serves
this purpose for men who will become priests, including the halfdozen ordained Saturday, in 1967
the permanent diaconate was
reestablished as an independent
rank of holy orders.
Deacons can officiate at baptisms, weddings, wakes and funerals. They can also preach and

distribute holy Communion.
They cannot consecrate the
Eucharist, hear confessions or
anoint the sick.
With others translating his
comments into Spanish and
Korean, the archbishop concluded the Mass by thanking the seminaries, the men’s families, their
parish communities—and for the
Redemptoris Mater seminarians,
their Neocatechumenal Way
communities—and all those responsible for the men’s formation.
“We’re very, very grateful to all
of you for passing on the faith to
your sons and giving them the
good example that’s led to this
moment,” the archbishop said,
addressing the men’s families.
“Once again, congratulations and
praise God.”
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Author shares immigrant boy’s stirring story of courage, perseverance
BY ERIKA PALMA

About 150 students sat in rapt
attention at J.K. Mullen High
School on Sept. 25 to hear awardwinning journalist Sonia Nazario
share the true story of a
Honduran boy who braved a
modern odyssey to find his
mother in the United States.
Nazario’s 2003 Pulitzer Prize
winning
series,
“Enrique’s
Journey,” was later made into a
book of the same name (Random
House, 2006).
At the age of 5, Enrique was left
by his mother, Lourdes, back in
Honduras to be raised by his
grandmother. Lourdes promised
Enrique they would see each

ENRIQUE’S
JOURNEY
For more information about the
book and the author, visit
www.enriquesjourney.com.

other soon. Her plan was to make
enough money to send back
home so that Enrique and his sister would have something to eat.
But years passed and she did not
return.
“All Enrique wanted as his
Christmas present during (those)
11 years was to see his mother,”
Nazario said.
Desperate, Enrique deter-

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

JOURNALIST-AUTHOR Sonia Nazario addresses students at J.K.
Mullen High School Sept. 25. The students had read Nazario’s book,
“Enrique’s Journey,” about a Honduran boy’s desperate voyage to
the United States to find his mother.
mined he would take on the perilous voyage that would, hopefully, lead him to his mother in
North Carolina. All he took with
him was a slip of paper that had
his mother’s telephone number.
On the journey he dangerously
smuggled aboard freight trains
and faced harsh weather, border
patrol agents, deceitful smugglers and gangsters. His hope to
see his mother got him through.
Born to Argentinean parents,
Sonia Nazario is an adventurous
bilingual journalist for the Los
Angeles Times. In her professional
career, she has focused on investigating and writing about social
issues with a special emphasis on
immigration topics.
Nazario was driven by the de-

sire to educate Americans about
the complexities of immigration
and the human stories behind
the headlines.
“I wanted to take people inside their lives through the
story,” she said, “to understand
what it is all about.”
To write the book, Nazario followed Enrique’s quest herself.
“I wanted to explain to people
what (immigrants) really go
through,” she said. “So I went to
Honduras and I took the journey
step by step.”
Throughout her risky journey,
Nazario met a host of men and
woman, including 12-year-olds
who were migrating to the United
States. One aspect she was
stunned by was the resolve that

motivates the immigrants.
“I think when we think of determination we think of it as
something that is all together different from trying 28 times to get
through Mexico,” she said. “I
think people think of determination like ‘I am going to get
through the school year,’ or ‘I am
going to work 10 hours today.’ It is
a different mindset than this determination that is not even in
their worldview, doing something like this.”
Nazario said she had never
seen people live their faith the
way people do in Veracruz,
Mexico. There, when trains pass
by “good Samaritans” lacking
enough food for their own families share the little they have with
those hanging on to the trains for
dear life; complete strangers they
will likely never see again.
“That is the Christian way to
do,” Nazario recalled them saying. “We are sure that this is what
Christ would do.”
Nazario said she wants readers to remember the immigrants’ plight.
“Ninety-nine percent of these
people are good people who come
here for very legitimate reasons,”
she said. “So, I want to educate
people about who are these other
people, why they are coming—
that they are not the devil. You may
disagree with them politically, that
we are a nation of laws, but that
doesn’t make them evil.”
Nazario’s talk was sponsored by
a grant from the Facing History
and Ourselves and the Allstate
foundations.
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Interfaith
Three historic Catholic politicians models for today, author says
leaders call
for reform
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Sept. 25 a group of interfaith leaders gathered on the
west steps of the State Capitol
with Gov. Bill Ritter to encourage
all Coloradans to sign the
Colorado Interfaith Pledge on
Immigration, which calls for
comprehensive immigration reform.
“The
Colorado
Catholic
Conference is one of the sponsors of this pledge and we are
calling on all people to work towards just, workable and humane immigration reform,”
Jennifer Kraska, executive director of the conference, told the
Denver Catholic Register. The
Colorado Catholic Conference is
the state-level, public policy arm
of the Catholic community.
Addressing the crowd, Msgr.
Tom Fryar, a vicar general for the
Archdiocese of Denver, said, “I
would ask that all Coloradans of
good will sign the interfaith
pledge on immigration and encourage political leaders to solve
a vital national problem.”
To download a copy of the
pledge, visit: coloradoimmigrant.org/pledge or contact the
Colorado Catholic Conference at
303-894-8808.

Some 90 people gathered at the
John Paul II the evening of Sept. 23
to hear award-winning journalist
Mark Stricherz deliver the fifth annual Casey Lecture sponsored by
the Archdiocese of Denver.
The lecture series is named
after the late Robert P. Casey Sr., a
committed Catholic and former
governor of Pennsylvania. Casey
is remembered as a brave elected
official who embodied his
Christian morals and values in
his public life.
Stricherz, author of “Why the
Democrats Are Blue: Secular
Liberalism and the Decline of the
People’s Party,” spoke about
Casey and two other men who
lived out their Catholic beliefs in
the public arena: David Lawrence
and Robert Kennedy.
The three individuals were
men of character who stood up to
injustice, challenged Americans
to do better for themselves and
their neighbors and spoke out for
those who could not speak for
themselves.
“David Lawrence was a moral
man who worked behind the
scenes to ensure that black voters
were kept in the Democratic
coalition and put a strong civil
rights plank in the party platform
during the 1948 convention,”
Stricherz told the audience. “It
wasn’t something that a lot of

PHOTO BY JOHN GLEASON/DCR

MARK STRICHERZ
politicians wanted to talk about.”
It would have been easy for
Lawrence to succumb to those
who wanted to avoid the subject,
but he knew what was right and
refused to give up.
“During the convention he
worked the delegates in the
Pennsylvania delegation until he
had enough votes to put the plank
in the party platform,” Stricherz
said. “He was a good person, a
good Catholic and deserves a good
share of the credit of the Civil
Rights legislation of the 1960s.”
Turning to Robert Kennedy,
Stricherz said that he was a politi-

cian who spoke in a moral univeralist language that isn’t heard
much today.
Shortly after the Rev. Martin
Luther King was assassinated,
Kennedy addressed a crowd in
Cleveland, Ohio, with what has
been called the “Mindless Menace
of Violence” speech. In it, Kennedy
said, “We seemingly tolerate a rising level of violence…we glorify
killing on movies and television
screens and call it entertainment…preach
non-violence
abroad and fail to practice it here
at home.”
“Kennedy was saying that
those who live with us are our
brothers,” Stricherz said. “It’s a
Christian message that you don’t
hear a lot today because it’s safer
for politicians today to not talk
that way.”
Kennedy was not afraid to
speak out when he felt it was necessary. He was critical of Catholic
students in Nebraska for criticizing the government.
“He told them they should have
been doing their own bit to help
poor people instead of just criticizing the war in Vietnam,” Stricherz
said. “He believed that we need to
be responsible for others.
Stricherz calls Gov. Robert
Casey “a white martyr.” A martyr
without blood, he explained, is
one who makes of themselves a
total offering to God by “dying” to
the world and its allurements.

“It happens when someone
loses status within his profession
because he upholds his beliefs,”
Stricherz said.
Popular in his home state of
Pennsylvania, Casey wanted to
take the subject of abortion to the
national level at the 1992
Democratic National Convention.
He was refused the opportunity to
speak and as a result, Stricherz
said, rose no further in the presidential wing of the party.
“It was a big risk,” he said. “He
could have moderated his stand
on abortion, come out as a moderate pro-choicer and run for president, but he didn’t. Gov. Casey put
his vocational neck on the line by
putting principle above power and
they shut him down for it.”
Without making comparisons,
Stricherz said that the stories of
all three of these men could have
been included in the book
“Profiles in Courage” if it had
been written at a later time.
“They stood up for what they
knew to be right,” he said. “But
that often comes with a price.”
Stricherz later told the Denver
Catholic Register that he hoped
that those who attended the lecture came away inspired by the
example of great Catholic politicians.
“These three men did what
they could in their day,” he said.
“What are we doing in our day to
follow Christ’s lead?”
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Q&A
St. Catherine’s to host
Moira
Noonan:
The
deliverance
story
mini-Eucharistic Congress
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Eucharist is the “source
and summit of the Christian life,”
as the fathers of the Second
Vatican
Council
declared.
Deepening one’s understanding
and appreciation for the
Eucharist is the purpose of eucharistic congresses held from
the parish level to the international level of the Church.
St. Catherine of Siena Church
will be the site of a bilingual
Eucharistic Congress Oct. 24-25.
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
will celebrate the opening Mass.
Featured speakers for the day will
include Jonathan Reyes, history
professor of the Augustine
Institute;
Father
Bernard
Schmitz, vicar for clergy for the
Archdiocese of Denver; and
Father Sebastien Pelletier, pastor
of St. Catherine’s. There will also
be workshops and adoration.

EUCHARISTIC
CONGRESS
When: Oct. 24-25
Where: St. Catherine of Siena
Church, 4200 Federal Blvd.
Cost: free
Information: call 303-4559090

The idea for the conference
came after the International
Eucharistic Congress was held in
Quebec in June, according to
Father Pelletier.
“I was unable to go to the conference in Canada,” he said. “And
I began to think that there might
be others who would have liked
to have attended but couldn’t. We
discussed the idea of holding a
conference here, one where peo-

See Congress, Page 16

of a former New Age guru, occultist
BY ROXANNE KING

Raised as a Catholic, author
Moira Noonan began delving into
New Age practices as a college student. For years she worked in
Religious Science ministry, as a
psychic counselor and a therapist.
In 1993, after a series of powerful
conversion experiences, she returned to the Catholic Church, and
is now a popular speaker in the
Christian community, explaining
the deeper meaning and influences of the New Age movement.
Noonan has told her story in the
book “Ransomed from Darkness:
The New Age, Christian Faith, and
the Battle for Souls” (North Bay,
2005). She has a chapter about her
conversion
in
“Prodigal
Daughters” (Ignatius Press, 1999).
For more information, visit spiritbattleforsouls.org.
Q: Why did you write
“Ransomed from Darkness”?
A: I wrote it because I wanted
people to know that my soul was in
a battle and I didn’t know it and a
lot of people are in a battle and
they don’t know it. The battle is
against unseen forces, spirits unknown. The book is to let people
know what the warfare is I was in
and that I was delivered and how

they can get help too. A lot of people see the battle, sense the battle
but don’t know where to get relief
and help. It’s been a witness to
many different people. A witness
of hope; a story of hope.
Q: How deeply were you involved with the New Age movement?
A: I was involved for 30 years. I
was really far gone in every kind of
psychic practice: clairvoyance,
Reiki, neuro-linguistic programming. I was a clinical hypnotherapist. I was in ministry in the
Church of Religious Science,
which is similar to Scientology. I
was working with the “Course in
Miracles”—the New Age bible.
(The “Course in Miracles”) is not
mainstream New Age; it leads you
into the occult.
Q:What caused you to return to
the Catholic faith?
A: It’s pretty miraculous; it’s in
the book. I was in an advanced
program in clinical hypnotherapy
doing past life regression therapy.
While I was in the lobby in one of
my clinical workshops I was reading a magazine and in it was an article about a woman who was
going to India to find her guru
when she met someone in the

UPCOMING EVENTS
Moira Noonan will take part in
two events in the Denver
Archdiocese.
Oct. 4, 2:45 p.m. Come to the
Water: Noonan will speak on
three topics, including
“Ransomed from Darkness: the
Deliverance Story of a New Age
Guru,” followed by a potluck.
Praise Mass and Healing Service
concelebrated by Father Richard
Ryan, C.M., and Father Pat
Rearden, O.P., is set for 6:30 p.m.
St. Catherine of Siena Church,
4200 Federal Blvd. Call Prudy,
303-432-2694.
Oct. 10-12, Generational Healing
Family Conference: Noonan,
Father Daniel Balizan and Fr. Pat
Rearden, O.P., will speak on
generational patterns of sin,
illness and abuse and how those
can be healed. Retreat runs 6:30
p.m.-9:30 p.m. Friday; 8:30 a.m.5:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
Cost: $10 for youths 12-17; $20
per adult prior to Oct. 4, $25 per
adult at the door. Our Lady
Mother of the Church, 6690 E.
72nd Ave., Commerce City. Call
Prudy, 303-432-2694.

London airport who told her the
Queen of Heaven was appearing in
Europe. This woman decided to go
check it out. Her lack of Christian
background led her to believe that
this was the goddess from heaven
coming to meet the goddess of
earth, Gaia. Something clicked inside me and said this is a lie. I
thought, “What else do I believe
that is a lie?.” My questioning created an opening. I said a simple
heartfelt prayer. I knew that the
Queen of Heaven was Mother
Mary, not a goddess. I said,
“Mother Mary if you’re appearing
on earth I want to meet you.” It was
a very sincere heartfelt prayer. It
took several years but she started
leading me to her son. Eventually I
ended up in the Catholic Church. I
had a Damascus, falling off the
horse experience my first time in a
Catholic Church in almost 30
years. I had a dramatic conviction
by Jesus himself. He told me I was
home.
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Walkers of all ages turn out for Vincentian’s Friends of the Poor Walk to benefit the needy
BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

The St. Vincent de Paul society in Denver hosted its first annual walk to benefit the poor on
the feast day of St. Vincent de
Paul Saturday, Sept. 27 at
Confluence Park. This year
marks the 175th anniversary of
the society.
Societies of St. Vincent de Paul
hold similar walks worldwide
each year in 142 countries.
Denver’s inaugural walk was just
3 kilometers so people of all
ages and agility levels could participate. Over 100 people came
out on a perfectly sunny day to
show their generosity and commitment to helping the needy.
Nearly $15,000 was raised. The
fundraiser relied on pledges
gathered by walkers.
The St. Vincent de Paul
Society was originally coined
The Conference of Charity and
was founded by 20-year-old
Frédéric Ozanam in France in
1831. It spread to the United
States in 1845 and began in
Denver at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in
1888. Currently, more than
650,000 active members, known
as Vincentians, assist the poor.
It is a very hands-on organization that strives to personally
and privately deliver practical
help and spiritual guidance to
people in need. There are 28

ST. VINCENT DE
PAUL SOCIETY
CONTACT INFORMATION
Online: visit svdpden.org
Phone: 303-960-9163

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

FRIENDS of the Poor Walk participants cross the Platte River Sept. 27. The 3k walk, sponsored by the
St. Vincent de Paul Society in honor of its 175th anniversary, raised $15,000 to help the needy.
conferences in the Denver Denver Metro Area, Steve Pratt, help people when they don’t
said the society decided to bring know where to turn.”
metro area alone.
Vincentians go into people’s
The organization’s patron St. the walk to Denver in order to
Vincent de Paul is known as raise awareness of homelessness. homes and learn about their sit“Every dollar raised stays here uation and offer nonjudgmental
“The Apostle of Charity” and
“Father
of
the
Poor.” in Denver to help people in our advice and aid. The society
aims to help clients achieve staVincentians believe his services own community,” he said.
John Myers, president of the bility and independence.
shaped the role of the Church in
“We try to help people with a
Denver Metro Council of the St.
the modern world.
Executive Director of the St. Vincent de Paul Society added, hand up not a hand out,” Myers
Vincent de Paul Society of the “It’s very personal work. We said.

Most Precious Blood School
has a service group that gives
youths a chance to help the
community. Twelve-year-old
service group member Maggie
Smith participated in the walk
because she said she “really
wanted to help the poor and
support it.”
Smith’s 12-year-old classmate
Austin Bieber, added, “The
Vincentians founded our school
and it’s good to give back.”
Josh Wise is a volunteer who is
committed to the Vincentians’
mission of servicing the poor.
He said he is involved because,
“it helps me to become the person I want to be.”
For information on the work
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
and to find conference locations
throughout Denver visit svdpden.org online or call 303-9609163. Those in the Denver
metro area in need of the St.
Vincent de Paul Society’s assistance can turn to a church in
their area to be connected with
a conference.
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Entrepreneur Ron Montoya to be honored with Amistad Award
BY ERIKA PALMA

On Oct. 16, Denver Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., and
San Antonio Archbishop Jose
Gomez, formerly the auxiliary
bishop of Denver, will honor four
Catholics for their dedication serving the Church through a variety of
Hispanic ministries.
The Archbishop Gomez Awards
Dinner will take place at Centro
San Juan Diego, the Denver
Archdiocese’s institute for family
and pastoral care offering education and outreach to Spanishspeaking Hispanics.
Pastoral Leadership Award recipients will be Luis and Irma
Olivas of Queen of Peace Parish in

Aurora. Social Justice Award recipient will be Richard McLean of St.
Therese Parish in Aurora.
The Amistad (Friendship)
Award, which goes to an individual
or organization that has supported
Centro San Juan Diego in its mission to educate and offer spiritual
direction to those less fortunate,
will go to Ronald Montoya, former
chair of the advisory board of
Centro San Juan Diego.
“Ron reflects perfectly the meaning of the Amistad Award—friendship” said Luis Soto, executive director of Centro. “He has been a
friend of Centro since its beginning. He took the responsibility of
being the president of the advisory

board and led us through the renovation of the old Sacred Heart
School building into what you see
now as Centro San Juan Diego.”
The event is set from 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m., beginning with a reception, followed by a dinner and program. Anne Trujillo, KMGH
Channel 7 News anchor, will be
mistress of ceremonies. In addition to Archbishops Chaput and
Gomez, Denver Auxiliary Bishop
James Conley will also be present.
Born and raised in Denver,
Montoya is president and CEO of
PlastiComm Industries Inc., the
owner of Innov8 Solutions USA,
and president of sister company
Plastic
Supply
Inc.
in

Pray the
Rosary

Albuquerque, N.M.
Montoya holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of
Colorado and juris doctorate from
the University of Denver.
His service on community
boards and committees includes:
Metro State College Foundation,
Denver Hotel Authority, Colorado
Forum,
Mountain
States
Employers Council, and the Rose
Community Foundation. In addition, he has served as chairman of
the board for the U.S. Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and as executive director of the Colorado
Office of Minority Business.
“His professional leadership has
proven invaluable in helping us to
stay on course during the storms
of change,” said Soto. “The future
looks bright for Centro San Juan
Diego and a good part of that credit goes to him. I am very grateful to

ARCHBISHOP
GOMEZ AWARDS
When: 5:30 p.m. Oct. 16
Where: Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St.
Tickets: $100. Call 303-295-9470
Ext. 104 or send e-mail to
centro@archden.org.

Mr. Montoya; he has played a key
role in our mission of providing
ongoing assistance to low-income
and immigrant families in the
Latino community as they move
toward self-sufficiency and wellbeing.”
Tickets for the Archbishop
Gomez Awards Dinner are $100
per person. R.S.V.P. deadline is Oct.
8. Centro San Juan Diego is located
at 2830 Lawrence St. For more information, call 303-295-9470 Ext.
104 or send e-mail to centro@archden.org.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N l 1 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l OCTOBER 1, 2008

Catholic higher education not just for wealthy, say school officials
BY FRANZ KLEIN

LA CROSSE, Wis. (CNS)—A
myth persists that Catholic higher education is only for the
wealthy and that public colleges
and universities are the sole option for students coming from
middle-and low-income families.
“There’s this conception that
only rich people can afford a private school,” said Terry Norman,
director of financial aid at Viterbo
University in La Crosse, founded
by the Franciscan Sisters of
Perpetual Adoration. “But the average student here comes from a
family that makes around
$60,000 a year.”
It’s Norman’s job to make
Viterbo’s price tag—$19,490 for
tuition, plus room and board—
affordable for as many families as
possible.
“Our goal is to make Viterbo no
more expensive than a public
university,” Norman told The
Catholic Times, newspaper of the
La Crosse Diocese. “We can’t always make it happen, but we try.”
According to Norman, the debt
accumulated by 2007 Viterbo
graduates over their four or five
years of study averages $18,000. “At
first that seems like a lot, but that’s
still less than the price of a new
car,” she said, “and the students
leave here with something that’s
going to last them a lifetime.”
The journey begins in the admissions office when a student
submits a Federal Application for
Student Aid, or FAFSA, which is
used to determine financial need
and eligibility for federally subsidized grants and loans. There, students also are considered for
merit-based scholarships before
the financial aid office works to put
together aid packages.

LOCAL CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS
Regis University, 3333 Regis
Blvd., Denver
Financial Aid: Human
Resources, 303-458-4161
Augustine Institute, 3001 S.
Federal Blvd., Denver
Financial Aid: Lynda
Fitzsimmons, 303-937-4420
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AUGUSTINE Institute at Teikyo
Loretto Heights
According to Tony Piscitiello,
vice president for admissions at
St. Mary’s University in Winona,
Minn., the process gives schools a
way to determine how much a
student and his or her family will
be able to contribute.
Both Viterbo and St. Mary’s, run
by the Christian Brothers, also take
into consideration the tuition families are paying to send other family members to Catholic high
schools. Thomas Aquinas College
in Santa Paula, Calif., also weighs
in home-schooling expenses and
unique family medical situations.
“We use the FAFSA, but we
make a lot of adjustments to give
it more heart to accommodate
families,” said Greg Becker, director of financial aid at Thomas
Aquinas,
an
independent
Catholic liberal arts college.
Like Viterbo and St. Mary’s,
Thomas Aquinas tries to make
college affordable. However, the
school’s small size—currently 371
students—allows for a more personal approach to meeting its

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY OF REGIS UNIVERSITY

REGIS University
$19,300 tuition plus room and
board. Becker works with students to come up with a minimum family contribution and a
minimum student contribution.
“We actually ask families,
‘What do you propose that you
can pay for college?’” Becker said,
noting that nearly 50 percent of
parents contribute more than the
need-based calculation requires.
“We’re leaving room for the Holy
Spirit to move parents to generosity,” he added.
After students have taken an
on-campus job and borrowed an
average of $3,750 per year, Becker
said Thomas Aquinas makes up
the difference through its endowment and the generosity of its
benefactors.
“We ask families to make a maximum effort to do what they can,
but if they make that maximum effort, we, too, are willing to put our
shoulder to the wheel and provide
aid to make it possible for a stu-

dent to attend,” he said.
At comparatively larger schools
such as Viterbo and St. Mary’s, it’s
not always possible to tailor a fi-

nancial aid package quite so personally. But Piscitiello said St.
Mary’s works with its students to
achieve the best balance of grants
and borrowing.
One of St. Mary’s newest initiatives is the Brother James Miller
Scholarship for Access. The
scholarship caps St. Mary’s total
charge for tuition and fees at
$18,000 for students whose families have an income of $75,000 or
less and who maintained at least
a B average in high school.
“It cost us more money, but it
was a message our benefactors
were willing to hear, because we’re
bringing money to the students
who need it,” Piscitiello said.
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Archdiocese plays host to National Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors
Fellowship, idea
sharing mission of
annual summit
BY JOHN GLEASON

More than 200 diocesan vocations directors from across the
United States are gathering in
Denver this week for the 45th
National Conference of Diocesan
Vocation Directors.
The Sept. 27-Oct. 2 event consists of lectures, workshops, receptions and fellowship according to Father Jim Crisman, director of priestly vocations for the
Archdiocese of Denver and coordinator of this year’s convention.
“There’ll be many things going
on at the convention,” Father
Crisman told the Denver Catholic
Register. “Fraternity is a big part of
it; guys from around the country
coming together with a common
goal and supporting each other.”
The 50-year-old National
Conference
of
Diocesan

ARCHBISHOP
CELESTINO
MIGLIORE

BISHOP
MICHAEL
BURBIDGE

Vocational Directors is an organization of priests, religious brothers and sisters, and lay people
whose responsibilities include
promotion of the priesthood, assessment of candidates and formation of seminarians.
“We’ll have talks on how to be a
vocations director, how formation works and the process of creating formation,” Father Crisman
said. “It’s good support for everyone.”
In an open letter to the NCDVD
members, Father Crisman said

CURTIS
MARTIN

that one of the great blessings in
his ministry has been the convention.
“The suggestions and ideas that
are offered,” he said, “the contacts
and support networks that are
available and the renewal that
takes place each September are a
welcome blessing.”
Archbishop Celestino Migliore,
apostolic nuncio and permanent
observer of the Holy See to the
United Nations, addressed the
convention the evening of Sept.
28 on the subject “To Stand in the
“Let the hearts
of those who
seek the
LORD
rejoice.”
Psalm 105:3

Presence of God: Finding Heaven
and Giving Heaven.”
Curtis Martin, founder and
president of the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students, a
fast-growing campus ministry
program with a track record of
numerous vocations to the
priesthood and religious life
coming from its ranks, will deliver the week’s keynote address “To
Hear the Call You Need to Know
the Caller.” Bishop Michael F.
Burbidge of the Diocese of
Raleigh, N.C., is set to speak on
“The Role of the Bishop, Director
of Vocations and Seminary in
Forming Candidates for the
Priesthood.”
Rose Sullivan, NCDVD formation events coordinator and vocations director for the Diocese of
Rockwell Center in New York said
the convention kicked off with a
daylong series of pre-convention
workshops.
“These are for new vocation directors,” she said, “which averages about 45 guys a year who are
new in the ministry.”
On the second day of the conference Father Michael Glenn,
rector of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in Denver,
was scheduled to hold an all-day
workshop on how to apply the
Program for Priestly Formation to
vocation work. The PPF document provides the norms required for the formation of

priests in the United States.
Sullivan said that having a rector
deliver the lecture would be insightful for vocation directors
who recruit candidates as well as
for those who both recruit and
are involved in formation.
“He’ll be able to speak to both
and say ‘How does this work at
seminary?’” Sullivan said.
Other workshops to be presented during the week include
“Nine Keys for a Successful
Vocation Ministry,” “Vocation
Ministry to Hispanic Discerners,”
“Spiritual Assessment of the
Candidate and Seminarian,”
“Marketing 101 for God: Raising
Up More Seminarians.”
Another purpose of the convention is the sharing of ideas according to Sullivan.
“One of the things I like to say is
that we’re probably the only
membership that encourages
you to steal from one another,”
she said with a laugh. “We have a
program called Share the Wealth
where directors come to a table
bringing samples of some of the
things they have done to share
with others. It’s a great idea to
find things to take back to your
diocese and implement there.”
Sullivan added that, put simply,
NCDVD offers as service to the
Catholic Church a training opportunity and the chance to
come together and have a sense
of support.
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Little Rock Diocese sees turnaround in vocations after 41-year slump
BY MALEA HARGETT

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (CNS)—
The Diocese of Little Rock is
emerging from a 41-year priest
vocations slump, with 29 seminarians currently studying in
seven different schools in the
United States, Italy and Mexico.
The diocese has not seen numbers that high since 1966, the last
full school year before St. John
Home Mission Seminary closed
in Little Rock.
The workload of Msgr. Scott
Friend, diocesan vocations director, has increased significantly
compared to vocation directors
in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s
who oversaw as few as seven
seminarians. He keeps busy
meeting prospective seminarians, helping the men complete
entrance paperwork and visiting
each seminary or college to check
on the men.
This year the diocese accepted
eight new seminarians. Msgr.
Friend attributed the increase to
a variety of factors, some of them
interrelated.
“They say it takes a village to
raise a child,” he said. “It takes a
church to raise a priest.”
Among the factors cited by
Msgr. Friend are: family support,
Catholic schools and parish religious education, peer-to-peer
youth ministry, good priest role
models, the Knights of Columbus,
the Serra Club and lots of prayers.
Many have credited Msgr.
Friend with being an effective vocations recruiter and model of
the diocesan priesthood. The former director of Hispanic ministry

VOCATIONS IN THE
DENVER ARCHDIOCESE
The Denver Archdiocese is
home to two seminaries, St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary and Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary. More than 100 men
are in formation for the
priesthood at the seminaries,
which are both located at the
John Paul II Center in south
Denver. For more information,
contact:
Vocations Office
Phone: 303-282-3429
E-mail: vocation@archden.org
Visit: priest4christ.com

and pastor joined the diocesan
vocations office in June 2005.
While not taking credit for the
seminarian increase, Msgr.
Friend admits that having a priest
working full time as a vocations
director is a big influence.
“A lot of time and resources is
necessary to raise priests,” he told
the Arkansas Catholic, the diocesan newspaper. “A full-time director in vocations is critical. The
dioceses that do that are doing
better.”
Shortly before Msgr. Friend’s
appointment as vocations director, the diocese began accepting
more Mexican and international
seminarians. Of the 29 in the
seminary now, 14 of them were
born in other countries or were
raised by foreign-born parents.

Victor Ruben Quinteros, a native
of Argentina, became a diocesan
seminarian two years ago. He said
God is calling Hispanic men to the
priesthood to reflect the new reality in the state. For many of these
men, it is a difficult transition from
Latin America to Arkansas.
“When I arrived at Little Rock I
could not communicate myself
in English,” he said. “I had to
learn not only a new language
but also a new culture very different from Argentina. ... God is
teaching me to love a new family,
a new home and a new country.
Among our seminarians there is a
sense of brotherhood, and this
helps me in projecting the future
of the diocesan presbyterate, in
which I include myself.”
The jump to 29 seminarians is
not without some growing pains.
Some of the men are not fluent in
English. Most of the contact they
have with each other is during the
summer, especially at the annual
seminarian retreat in Hot Springs.
“Going into my sixth and last
year of study I have found it difficult to keep in touch with my fellow brother seminarians because
we are already spread thin across
many seminaries,” said Eddie
D’Almeida of Vilonia, who attends the Pontifical North
American College in Rome.
“But I have found that, unlike
many seminarians for other dioceses, all of us from the Diocese
of Little Rock get along very well
together,” he said.
With the increase in seminarians, the hope is that more men
will be ordained after they com-

plete six to eight years of college
and theology classes.
In the past 19 years, Bishops
Andrew J. McDonald and J. Peter
Sartain ordained 20 men. In at
least five of those years no one was
ordained. Now retired, Bishop
McDonald headed the Little Rock
Diocese from 1972 to 2000, and
Bishop Sartain, now the head of

the Diocese of Joliet, Ill., was Little
Rock’s bishop from 2000 to 2006.
If those currently enrolled remain in the seminary, Bishop
Anthony B. Taylor, Little Rock’s
current bishop, could ordain
three men each in 2010, 2011 and
2012. A Little Rock bishop has not
ordained three priests in a year
since 1988.
Msgr. Friend said the diocese
could potentially have 22 priests
ordained in the next six years.
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ple could come to rediscover and
fall in love again with the
Eucharist.”
Bishop Conley agreed that eucharistic congresses are enriching
events, noting that they have a
long history, especially in Europe.
The first international eucharistic
congress was held in France in
1881.
“It’s like no other type of congress,” Bishop Conley said. “Its
purpose is to deepen our love and
understanding for the holy
Eucharist and I’m very happy to
be a part of it.”
Bishop Conley said the topic
for his homily will be, “The Three
Whites: The White of the Holy

Eucharist, the White of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the
White of the Holy Father.
“I describe it as a sort of a threefold garland,” he said. “How you
can’t have one without the others
and how they’re woven together
at the heart of our faith.”
Reyes said he’ll address the
Eucharist and hope.
“I’ll speak about the Eucharist
as a source of hope in the midst of
suffering and trial,” he said. “The
Christian vision of the world is
one in which these things are inevitable and the Lord has provided strength for us to not only endure them but to be victorious in
the midst of challenge.”
St. Catherine’s is located at 4200
Federal Blvd. in Denver. There is
no cost to attend. For more information, call the parish office at
303-455-9090.

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
What nickname is
used of St. Therese?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
In October the Church remembers
Saint Therese of Lisieux.
1. Where is Lisieux?
a. France;
b. Belgium;
c. Canada.
2. According to some sources,
Therese’s mother had this
ambition:
a. to be the first flying nun to
reach Mach 2;
b. to be a saint;
c. to vote for the separation of
Quebec from the British
provinces.
3. Not unusual for in those days:
a. Therese had four siblings that
survived and four that died;

c. her mother.

c. became nuns.

5. During a childhood illness,
Therese prayed to Mary and:

11. And all but one:

a. St. Komodo, patron of people
who are feverish;

b. became a Carmelite nun;

b. Drank unconsecrated
communion wine until cured;
c. Was inexplicably cured.
6. What nickname is used of St.
Therese?
a. La Petite;

a. was a girl;
c. was married.
12. When Therese wanted to be a
nun she was dissuaded by:
a. the local bishop;
b. her fiancé, Hugo Naught;
c. her mother.

b. The Little Flower;

13. Her autobiography is called:

c. The Belgian Waffler.

a. “I Was a Teenage Carmelite”;

7. Unlike many saints Therese had
a short life dying when she was:

b. “The Way of the Cross”;

a. 24;

14. Eventually she got her wish
and became a nun, but only after
going to see:

b. 34;
c. 44.
8. She died a member of this
order:
a. Carmelites;
b. Dominicans;
c. Bonne Secours.
9. Where did Therese serve as a
missionary?
a. the Belgian Congo;

c. “The Story of a Soul.”

a. The pope;
b. Napoleon III;
c. The fist Belgian Movie, “Dracula
et le banque de sang.”
15.Pope John Paul II declared her
a doctor of the universal Church.
Which other women have that
title?

b. Mali and later Senegal;

a. Mother Teresa and Mary
Madgalene;

c. Nowhere—she was never a
missionary.

b. Teresa of Avila and Catherine of
Siena;

4. When she was 4, Therese lost:

10. All of Therese’s siblings who
survived infancy:

c. The Virgin Mary and St.
Catherine De Medici.

a. her rosary;

a. died before she was born;

b. her mind;

b. became Protestants;

b. Therese’s parents had to
surrender the oldest son to be
raised as a Janissary;
c. the children’s father sold them
off to buy beer.

ANSWERS: 1.a, 2.b, 3.a, 4.c, 5.c,
6.b, 7.a, 8.a, 9.c, 10.c, 11.b, 12.a,
13.c, 14.a, 15.b

Congress
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Participate In Colorado Life Chain:
standing up for babies who are denied
the right to life. Life Chain will gather
at 14th and Broadway in Denver. Call
303-550-8170 for details.
Oct. 5: 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: with Father
Andreas Hock. Benediction and
rosary at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver
Oct. 5: 3 p.m.
15th Annual Longmont Life Chain: held
in conjunction with Respect Life
Sunday at the intersection of Hover
and Nelson Roads in Longmont. Call
303-772-0701 for details.
Oct. 5: 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Ecumenical Healing Service: at St.
Martin de Porres Church, 3300 Table
Mesa Drive, Boulder. Songs, Scripture
and time of healing. Call 303-499-7744
for details.
Oct. 6: 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Public Square Rosary Rally: to be held
at numerous locations around
Colorado. Come pray for our country
and our government. Call 1-866-5846012 for times and locations.
Oct. 11
First Annual White Mass: to honor
Catholic health care providers at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput O.F.M.
Cap. celebrant.
Oct. 18: 4:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
FallFest: at Notre Dame Church, 2165
S. Zenobia St., Denver. Games, food,
bake sale, chili cookoff and salsa
showdown.
Oct. 3: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Time To Order Kolace: a delicious
Czech pastry. Must order for pickup
at St. Bernadette Church, 7420 W. 12th
Ave., Lakewood. Call 303-233-3221.
Oct. 4: Order deadline
Oct. 18: Pickup

Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
An Evening With St. Therese: to benefit FOCUS. Dinner and silent auction.
Sacred Heart of Mary Church 6739 S.
Boulder Road, Boulder. Call 303-4170123.
Oct. 3

Holy Family Statue Dedication: at high
school, 5195 W. 144th Ave., Broomfield.
Mass and dedication followed by reception. Call 303-410-1411 for information.
Oct. 19: 2:30 p.m.

Spaghetti Dinner: to benefit St.
Catherine of Siena School, at Perl
Mack Community Center, 7125
Mariposa St., Denver. Cost: $10 adult,
$5 children. Call 303-650-1057 for details.
Oct. 4: 6 p.m.- 11p.m.

Free Organ And Schola Concert: at Our
Lady of Loreto Church, 18000 E.
Arapahoe Road, Foxfield.
Oct. 19: 2 p.m.- 3p.m.

Nature Hike At Abbey of St. Walburga:
with Sister Maris-Benedicta Oglesby
OSB. Call 970-472-0612 for cost and
time.
Oct. 4
Knights Of Columbus: spaghetti supper and silent auction at St. Michael
the Archangel Church, 19099 E. Floyd
Ave., Aurora. Cost $7 adult, $4 child.
Oct. 4: 6 p.m.
Brown Robe Benefit: gala to benefit
Capuchin Franciscan friars at Grand
Hyatt, 1700 Welton St., Denver.
Auction, dinner and raffle. Call 303433-0296 for tickets and information.
Oct. 10
October Fest: at Christ the King
Church, 830 Elm St., Denver. Fun and
German food. Cost $15 adults, $7 for
children. Call 303-343-3939 for details.
Oct. 11: 5:30 p.m.
Annual Archbishop Gomez Awards: to
be held at Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St., Denver. Call 303295-9470.
Oct. 16: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Annual Jamboree: at St. Louis School,
3300 S. Lincoln Ave., Englewood.
Games, crafts, spaghetti dinner and
auctions. Call 303-762-8370 for information.
Oct. 26: 10 a.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Marriage Preparation Retreat: offered
at Church of the Risen Christ, 3060 S.
Monaco Parkway, Denver. Call Brian at
303-758-8826 to register.
Oct. 3-4.
Day Of Renewal: including lecture on
“Battle for Souls of Youth and Adult,”
followed by healing prayer and Mass
at St. Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. See ad on page
13.
Oct. 4: Lecture 2:45 p.m.
Mass 6:30 p.m.
Getting To Know Apostle To Gentiles:
monthly lecture on the life of St. Paul
at St. Anthony of Padua Church, 3801
W. Ohio Ave., Denver. Adoration, vespers, Benediction and lecture.
Refreshments will follow. Call 303935-2431.
Oct. 7: 6:30 p.m.

Project Rachel: a six-week session for
those dealing with pain of abortion at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Call 303-715-3205 for details.
Oct. 8 - Nov. 12: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
First of Year of St. Paul Lectures: at
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 3900
Pierce St., Wheat Ridge, conducted by
Father Jay Harrington O.P.
Oct. 8: 7 p.m.
Bishop James Conley: to talk on abortion, faithful citizenship and forming
our consciences at St. Vincent de Paul
Church, 2375 E. Arizona Ave., Denver.

Reception to follow.
Oct. 8: 7 p.m.
Living Life To The Fullest: a singles retreat led by Father Ken Leone at
Church of the Risen Christ, 3060 S.
Monaco Pkwy., Denver. Cost is $60.
Call Kim at 303-758-8826.
Oct. 10-11:
Rebuild My Church: vocation retreat of
prayer and discernment with Capuchin
Franciscan Friars at Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
To register, call Father John Lager,
OF.M. Cap. at 303-981-1111.
Oct. 24-26.
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ing is. Unfortunately that seldom
happens. That is why we must
have a well-formed conscience
capable of giving each issue its
proper moral weight and making
other important distinctions and
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judgments. For example, a
Catholic may never vote for candidates precisely because they
advocate and advance intrinsic
moral evils like abortion; to do so
is to cooperate formally (intentionally) with a grave evil. And
while Faithful Citizenship acknowledges that one may vote
for a politician who supports
pro-abortion policies “only for

truly grave moral reasons,” a
conscientious voter must question what grave moral issue rises
to the level of nearly 49 million
lives lost to the evil of abortion.
On the other hand, a politician
who opposes abortion should
not go unchallenged if he or she
adopts positions that undermine
human dignity in other ways.
Sometimes voters face two

“anti-life” candidates and find
they are unable to vote for either.
Or after careful reflection, a voter
may decide to vote for the candidate less likely to pursue a morally flawed position and more likely to advance other authentic
human goods (Faithful
Citizenship, No. 36).
When he visited us, Pope
Benedict called us to be true to

our founding ideals and principles and to maintain the truths
and values that flow from faith
and reason into the public
square. Now is the time to respond to his challenge.
Bishop Lori is Bishop of the
Diocese of Bridgeport
(Connecticut) and Chair of the
USCCB Committee on Doctrine.
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Transitus of St. Francis liturgy

Brown Robe benefit set Oct. 10

The Capuchin Poor Clare
nuns of Our Lady of Light
Monastery in northwest Denver,
the Capuchin Franciscan friars
and the St. Clare Secular
Franciscan Order Fraternity invite everyone to a Transitus of St.

The Brown Robe Benefit, an
annual gala to benefit the
Capuchin Franciscan friars will
be held at the Grand Hyatt
Denver at 5 p.m. Oct. 10.
In its 15th year, the theme for
this year’s Brown Robe Benefit,
“Fishers of Men,” celebrates the
mission and commitment of the
Capuchins friars as they answer
their own vocational call to service, and engage others to do the
same.

Francis liturgy 7 p.m. Oct. 3.
Transitus refers to the death,
or passing into eternal life St.
Francis of Assisi in 1226. It will
be held in St. Patrick’s Chapel,
33rd Avenue and Pecos Street. A
reception will follow.

For the 14th year, Denver
Broncos’ owners Pat and Annabel
Bowlen are honorary chairpersons.
Adele Arakawa, KUSA
9NEWS anchor, will serve as mistress of ceremonies. The event will
feature silent and live auctions as
well as an elegant dinner, raffle and
the popular Capuchin Café.
For information, visit brownrobe.org or contact Meghan Curtis
at 303-433-0296 Ext. 112 or
events@capuchins-denver.org.

