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JACKIE RAEHL, 25, an employee with Denver Botanic
Gardens, tends to flowers Aug. 21. Raehl and coworkers said they love their work at the spectacular gardens located at 1005 York St. Denver Botanic Gardens
is one of the largest and most visited botanical gardens in the United States. Sept. 1 is Labor Day.
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LAITY join Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., and monastics of the French-born order the Congregation of St. John
on the afternoon of Aug. 21 for the blessing and dedication of Eagle’s Nest retreat center located in the mountains west
of Littleton at 10537 S. Deer Creek Road. The retreat center is open to the greater Catholic community.

MOUNTAIN TRANQUILITY
Eagle’s Nest retreat center opens to wider Catholic community

Annual Labor Day
statement urges
solidarity, commitment
to human dignity
PAGE 3

College students get experience
with political process at DNC
PAGE 11

PAGE 2

BISHOP CONLEY

FAMILY LIFE

Viva la Familia Labor Day: rest
rally draws 5,000
from work
PAGE 12

PAGE 3

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

St. Vincent de Paul
Society to mark
175th anniversary
with benefit walk

CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

The battle for pro-life
conscience causes

PAGE 11

History of SVDP Society

PAGE 12

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN

A CALL TO CATHOLIC LEADERSHIP
PAGE 2

PAGE 12

LITURGY

WORLD/NATION

Tridentine
Masses at the
cathedral to
commemorate
anniversaries

No 'Yahweh' in
songs, prayers
at Catholic
Masses,
Vatican rules

PAGE 16

PAGE 7

VOCATIONS SUPPORT

Capuchin Friar, Cabrini Sister to
be honored at 2008 Serra Salute
PAGE 10

2 l

AUGUST 27, 2008 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.

A call to Catholic leadership
This week’s column is condensed and adapted from Archbishop
Chaput’s opening remarks to an Aug. 22-24 gathering of the national
Catholic Association of Latino Leaders (CALL) at St. Malo Retreat
Center in Allenspark.
In reaching out to Colorado’s Latino community, I think we have
several achievements we can be proud of in the Archdiocese of
Denver, from a 10-fold increase in Masses in Spanish, to the promotion of Hispanic vocations; to the creation of Centro San Juan Diego
(pastoral and family services center) and a division of Catholic
Charities especially dedicated to helping Latinos with their legal status in this country.
But despite all these efforts, we still don’t adequately minister to
Latinos. We’re losing them, not so much to Protestant churches,
though that’s a problem as well, but mostly to a secularized, consumer-driven society. They’re being digested by our culture, when
they should be renewing it.
As I’ve said many times in the past, demography is destiny. But
leadership is destiny too. Let me explain.
Ethnically, the Catholic Church in the United States has been
fueled by several major waves of immigrants: the Irish, Italians,
Germans, French, Polish and Hispanics. The heavy Irish influence in shaping the American Church over the past 150 years has
obviously been based in the demographic realities. The Irish
were the largest single Catholic ethnic group in the country. But
the really interesting thing is this: Their actual influence was even
greater than their numbers.
Why? It’s because, unlike all the other ethnic groups that came
to America, the Irish developed a highly organized and effective
leadership. In fact, Archbishop Paul Cullen, installed as archbishop of Dublin in 1852 and the first Irishman to become a cardinal,
made sure that a steady stream of talented Catholic priests and
religious went to America to “keep the flock on the right path,” as
he would say.
He not only created a seminary dedicated to forming vocations
that would go abroad to reinforce the Catholic identity of the Irish in
the United States, Canada and Australia; but also—despite the
poverty of Ireland—he created a complex support system to finance
his seminary and the missions to these other countries.
As a result, the Italians, Polish, French, Germans and other
Catholic ethnic groups made very many and very important contributions to American life, but their real influence was probably
more limited. The Irish, with their own priests and religious, created an extraordinary cultural system that impacted not only the
organization of the Catholic Church in the United States, but also
the whole political and social environment. In essence, the Irish
turned a persecuted minority into a cultural, economic and religious force in the United States.
What’s the lesson? Today, Latinos are by far the largest Catholic
ethnic group in the country. But numbers aren’t decisive.
Organization and leadership are decisive. In other words, you are
decisive. Not we bishops. The work of bishops is certainly crucial,
but what the Church really needs is a generation of Latino leaders
willing to do the work to have an impact on American Catholic life
and American society. We need leaders willing to vigorously promote priestly vocations and pastoral ministers. We need leaders
eager to show by their example that success in the financial, political or social environment can be achieved by reaffirming, not relinquishing, their Catholic beliefs and values. We need leaders willing
to strengthen the Latino family as the domestic Church, which is the
cornerstone of a renewal of American culture.
You’ve chosen the name CALL for your organization, the
Catholic Association of Latino Leaders. This is my simple request
to you: Lead. But don’t forget who you are. Lead as Catholics and
as Latinos. Make sure that your service is deeply and authentically Catholic. And if you do lead, if you do accept God’s call, then
the future will be full of hope—not only for the Latino community, but for everyone who shares this great and beautiful nation.
For more information on the Catholic Association of Latino
Leaders (CALL), phone 210-734-1653 or visit www.call-usa.org
online.

Mountain retreat center opens
to wider Catholic community
BY JOHN GLEASON

Last week, in the mountains
west of Littleton a new retreat
house was blessed by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. It is
the newest Catholic retreat house
in the Denver Archdiocese and is
being made available to the wider
Catholic community.
The domed house, called
Eagles Nest, was built by members of the French-born
Congregation of St. John and features seven bedrooms, kitchen
and dining room, library, common area and a chapel. Father
Joseph Mary, C.S.J., superior of
the congregation’s Princeville, Ill.,
priory, said Eagles Nest will be a
sacred place where the community’s novices discover and deepen their personal bond with Jesus
and Mary.
“Initially, the house will be used
by our novices two months out of
the year,” he said. “The rest of the
time it can be used by other organizations, parishes or the
(seminaries), as a retreat house.”
Construction of the house has
been a long time coming. After
the foundation was poured in the
mid 1980s by the late Father
Roger Mollison, founder of the
adjacent Jesus Our Hope
Hermitage, construction came to
a stop and no further work was
done. Father Joseph Mary said
that his community came across
the unfinished building almost
by happenstance.
“In 2001, one of our priests was
looking for a place for our novices
where they could go for a period
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CONGREGATION of St. John monks follow Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., as he sprinkles holy water on the domed Eagle’s
Nest retreat center in the mountains west of Littleton.
of retreat during the summer,” he
said. “He was referred to Jesus
Our Hope Hermitage, which
owned the land the foundation
sat on. One thing led to another
and we eventually purchased the
land.”
Frames for the three-story
domed structure were still in
good shape so, using donated
labor, the community set to
building the house.
The Congregation of St. John
was founded as a mendicant
community
in
1975
by
Dominican
Father
MarieDominique Philippe. Members
live a contemplative life in service to the Church. Since its beginning, the community has
grown to 1,000 members from
more than 25 countries, serving
80 priories around the world, including three in the United
States.

EAGLE’S NEST
What: retreat center
Where: 10537 S. Deer Creek
Road, Littleton
Contact: 309-385-1193

“Our founder said that our community must be in the world today
as John was for Jesus in his own
time,” Father Joseph Mary said.
“That is we are to be a beloved disciple of Christ; a friend to Jesus. We
are here to share the fruits of our
friendship with Christ.”
On Aug. 24, the community
held an open house and conducted tours.
“We want all people to know
that this is a special place,” Father
Joseph said. “A place of peaceful
prayer and solitude.”

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Aug. 27: Book signing at Border’s Bookstore, Park Meadows Mall (7 p.m.)
Aug. 28: Cemeteries/Mortuary Board of Trustees Meeting, JP II Center (1:30 p.m.); Mass, 40th anniversary,
Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora (7 p.m.)
Aug. 29: End-of-summer BBQ for staff, quadrangle, JP II Center (11:30 a.m.): Opening Mass, academic year
2008-09, St. John Vianney and Redemptoris Mater seminaries, Christ the King Chapel (5:30 p.m.)
Aug. 30: Mass, VI Congreso de Catequesis, Crowne Plaza DIA, Aurora (9:00 a.m.)
Aug. 31: Mass, 55th anniversary, Curé d’Ars Parish, Denver (11 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Sept. 1-2: Jesus Caritas Meeting, San Antonio, Texas

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Aug.27-29: Episcopal Installation of Most Rev. David L. Ricken, bishop of Green Bay, Wis.
Aug. 31: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Our Lady of Loreto Parish, Foxfield (5 p.m.)
Sept. 1: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sept. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
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LABOR DAY STATEMENT
AUXILIARY BISHOP’S
COLUMN

An American Catholic tradition

MOST REV.

The chairman of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
Committee on Domestic Justice
and Human Development, Bishop
William F. Murphy of Rockville
Centre, N.Y., released this Labor
Day statement Aug. 18. Labor Day
is observed Sept. 1.

JAMES D. CONLEY

Labor Day: rest from
the grind of work

BY MOST REV.
WILLIAM F. MURPHY

The late Msgr. George G. Higgins
was a remarkable priest whose primary work for many years was
connecting the Church and the
labor movement around Catholic
teaching on worker rights. One of
his many contributions was to
offer an annual Labor Day statement on issues of work and economic justice. This American
Catholic tradition has been continued by the bishop chairman of
the Conference committee that
works on economic issues. As the
new Chairman of the Committee
on Domestic Justice and Human
Development for the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, I
take up this task with some trepidation but with a desire to begin by
paying homage to my friend of
many years, Msgr. George Higgins.
Msgr. Higgins was a powerful
bridge between the Catholic
Church and the labor movement.
He was a realist, but a hopeful one.
Monsignor was irascible and
rather confident in his opinions as
well as in his convictions of what
needed to be done. To his very
core, he believed that workers
were best served by joining together with other workers in a union. I
suspect he would have had some
trenchant comments about the
situation of workers and wages,
working conditions, and the
changing face of work in a globalized marketplace. While he would
have waxed eloquent about the
“big picture,” his goal would never
stray from an extraordinary ability
to measure the large economic issues by their impact on the average working man and woman.
Monsignor would have been
harsh in his judgment about the
greed and irresponsibility that led
to the mortgage foreclosure crisis. He would have had some
caustic comments on the price of
gas for the working person and its
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ONCOLOGY technician Tyletta Sullivan prepares to start an IV so
that chemotherapy can be administered to Pat Lancaster at the
Karmanos Cancer Center in Detroit in early March. Labor Day,
honoring working people of America, is observed Sept. 1 this year.
impact on family life. He would
have kept a keen eye on the cost
of living and its effect on family
budgets, on the real value of current wages to buy necessities, and
on the challenges to our economy to diversify without losing
sight of its traditional strengths
and opportunities. Monsignor
would have pointed out the lack
of union representation in so
many of the emerging industries
and workplaces where exploitation has been most evident. He
would have applauded any and
every new initiative that brings
labor leadership, management,
and related interested parties together as “intermediate institutions” in our society that would
be based on mutual respect. He
would recognize that such respect furthers the good of the
worker, the enterprises involved,
and the common good.
Above all Msgr. Higgins would
be concerned about the worker,
the person, and the family whose
daily lives are affected by a host of
factors. He would weigh up and
measure all those factors by their
overall impact on human beings.
And then he would have offered a
couple of basic suggestions that
would move beyond hand wringing and negative assessments.
Monsignor would re-assert his
faith in a nation and a people
whose creative energies and pro-

ductive capacities should and
would move us to a healthier economic situation. He would urge
us to remember that in a world of
globalized activities, Catholic
Social Teaching still offers one of
the best ways to assess whether
the human person is the center of
economic life or whether workers
who are poor and marginalized
are forgotten.

A nation blessed
We are a nation blessed with
extraordinary natural and human
resources. We have great economic capacity and creativity. We
have extraordinary economic
power and responsibility.
And, we are free! We all know
we face challenges. But when did
our nation not have challenges?
Where does it say that we
should simply be recipients of the
goods of this earth without working for them, without earning
them? Creativity and initiative are
as much essential elements of
our lives today as they have been
in the past. This freedom of creative initiative and energy needs
to be tempered by a deep sense of
responsibility for one another, for
our planet, and for the future.
The more we exercise self control in our possession and use of
the goods of this earth, sharing

See Tradition, Page 6

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Rev. Timothv M. McMahon, S.J., provincial, Jesuits of the Missouri Province, St.
Louis, Mo., is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Richard S. Anthonysamy, S.J., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will be a member of the Xavier Jesuit
Community, Denver, Colo.

CORRECTIONS
The first name of Deacon Dudzic, listed in last week’s profiles, was listed incorrectly. His full name is Deacon
Anthony Luke Dudzic. The Register apologizes for the error.
A telephone number for the Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary annual trip to San Luis was wrong in a
Bulletin Board notice last week. The correct number is 303-669-9171. The Register regrets the error.
Mass celebrant for the Sept. 14 solemn high Mass at the cathedral was incorrectly identified in a Bulletin Board
notice last week. Mass celebrant will be Father James Jackson, F.S.S.P. The Register is sorry for the error.

Monday is Labor Day, the symbolic end of the summer holidays in the United States. Labor Day has been celebrated on
the first Monday of September since the 1880s and grew out of
the labor movement as a way to honor the contributions workers have made to the prosperity and well-being of our country.
Labor Day is a sort of national day of rest from the grind of the
workaday world.
While some might contend that we already have too many
holidays and that our quest for leisure has become somewhat
of a fetish, do we really understand the meaning of leisure? Or
are we just as distracted and, in the end, exhausted from our
pursuit of what we think is leisure, as we are in our daily professions? Are we really comfortable with simply being at rest and
enjoying the simplicity of true leisure?
In his classic work “Leisure: The Basis of Culture” (recently
republished by Ignatius Press), Joseph Pieper, the German born
Thomistic philosopher, argues that our culture does not suffer
from the overabundance of leisure but, rather, its scarcity. He
claims that because we are so driven by the pragmatic view of
reality, we find it very difficult simply to enjoy the more contemplative pleasures of life, like reading, going for long walks or
looking up at the stars in wonder. We seem to think that we always have to be “doing” something and we feel guilty when we
are not engaged in some useful activity. Pieper writes that “man
seems to mistrust everything that is effortless; he can only
enjoy, with a good conscience, what he has acquired with toil
and trouble; he refuses to have anything as a gift.” If something
is difficult or hard to achieve, then it must be good. He quotes
St. Thomas Aquinas: “The essence of virtue consists in the good
rather than the difficult.”
True leisure is more of an attitude of mind or condition of
soul, and not the inevitable result of spare time, a day off, a
weekend or a vacation. There is an awareness in leisure which
is “an attitude of non-activity, of inward calm, of silence; it
means not being busy, but letting things happen.”
Pieper is quick to make a clear distinction between leisure
and mere idleness. The former refers to the contemplative side
of the human person; the ability to passively receive knowledge
and wisdom. The same sort of passivity which is required to receive God’s grace. The latter is simply laziness and leads to the
vice of sloth and indolence.
I don’t think anyone would argue the fact that we live in a
very busy world. It has always struck me as ironic that today we
probably have more time-saving gadgets and labor saving devices than at anytime in history. Therefore, it would make sense
to presume that we should have much more leisure time on our
hands than ever before. I am afraid the opposite is true. With all
the extra time we have saved, we are now able to get even that
much more done and have become busier than ever before.
We also live in a very noisy world. Some people have to have
something “on” all the time or they become nervous and uncomfortable. Whether it be the television, the radio, or their
iPod, there always has to be noise in the background. Whereas
true leisure is a form of silence, a kind of quieting of the soul
which is a prerequisite for the apprehension of reality. True
leisure is an attitude of receptivity and a capacity for wonder.
If you are looking for a good book to read on Labor Day, may
I suggest “Leisure: the Basis of Culture”? Josef Pieper’s book,
barely 100 pages long, is more significant, even more crucial,
today than it was when it first appeared more than 50 years
ago. In his defense of the idea of true leisure, Pieper concludes
that prayer and divine worship provide the deepest springs by
which leisure is fed and continues to be vital, but ultimately
leisure “embraces everything which, without being merely useful, is an essential part of a full human existence.”
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE
CAMPAIGN 2008

GEORGE WEIGEL

Jaw, jaw, war, war
Winston Churchill, master of eloquent bellicosity, is also remembered for saying that “‘jaw, jaw’ is better than ‘war, war.’” As a general
matter, who could disagree? If conflicts can be settled by the arts of
politics and diplomacy, they should be. But are there situations when
“jaw, jaw” makes things more dangerous than the plausible threat of
“war, war”? Can the soft power of “jaw, jaw” change minds bent on
wickedness, absent the mind-concentrating possibility of the use of
hard power?
The classic cautionary tale here involves Neville Chamberlain and
Adolf Hitler. Prime Minister Chamberlain’s “jaw, jaw” with Hitler at
the 1938 Munich conference wrote a death sentence for independent
Czechoslovakia; when Chamberlain returned to London to proclaim
“peace with honor” to the cheering throng, Sir Orme Sargent, a senior Foreign Office official, observed acidly, “You might think that we
had won a major victory instead of betraying a minor country.” That
betrayal—which was rooted in Chamberlain’s vane conviction that
he could talk Hitler into reason and moderation—helped unleash the
dogs of war, on very unfavorable terms for the defenders of civilization.
The Kennedy-Khrushchev summit of 1961 was another example of
“jaw, jaw” making things worse. By Kennedy’s own (off-the-record)
testimony, the Soviet dictator ran roughshod over him. Coming
shortly after the Bay of Pigs fiasco in Cuba, the Vienna summit left
Kennedy worried that Khrushchev judged him a weakling—a premonition that proved warranted a year later when the Soviet Union
began installing nuclear-armed ballistic missiles in Cuba, dramatically escalating the Cold War. The net result of a failed “jaw, jaw” between JFK and “Mr. K”? The Cuban Missile Crisis, and a world teetering on the brink of “one minute to midnight” (as Michael Dobbs’
new book on the drama of October 1962 puts it.)
“Jaw, jaw” was unavailing in the 1990s as Yugoslavia came apart at
the seams; “jaw, jaw” has arguably made matters worse with North
Korea (now a nuclear power), Zimbabwe, Sudan, and Burma. On the
other hand, “jaw, jaw” prevented a bloody little war between
Argentina and Chile in the late 1970s; “jaw, jaw” broke the politicalmilitary logjam between Egypt and Israel and led to the first ArabIsraeli peace treaty; and “jaw, jaw” may just have taken hold in the
embryonic political institutions of Iraq, making something approaching responsible and responsive government possible there.
In the presidential campaign, the question of whether “jaw, jaw” is
always better than “war, war” will likely focus on Iran. For six years,
the world has known about Iran’s secret nuclear programs. American
and European diplomacy has failed to get Iran to come clean on
what it’s really up. The U.N. has proven less-than-useless; the organization’s chief nuclear inspector, Mohamed El Baradei, is usually dismissive of western security concerns about Iran’s nuclear program.
Last December’s U.S. National Intelligence Estimate, which claimed
that Iran had stopped pursuing the weaponization of nuclear technology shortly after Saddam Hussein fell, is of cold comfort when
you realize that building the bomb itself is relatively easy; what the
Iranians have been concentrating on in recent years is the hard
part—creating sufficient quantities of weapons-grade plutonium.
Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad calls Israel a “stinking
corpse” and pledges to wipe it off the map; he’s made similar threats
against the U.S. and Great Britain. Ahmadinejad’s political fevers, and
those of the mullahs who hold ultimate authority in Iran, involve
apocalyptic speculations: as they understand Shi’a eschatology, vaporizing Jerusalem will hasten the messianic age. Is Ahmadinejad a
man to whom one can talk reason? Are the mullahs?
If the Iranian nuclear program is not halted, the next president of
the United States will almost certainly face the prospect of a nuclearcapable Iran that can wreak havoc in the Middle East, transfer nuclear weapons to terrorists, or, in its more subtle moments, conduct
nuclear blackmail. How is “jaw, jaw” to prevent this, if Iran’s leaders
imagine the West to be feckless?
That is a question of the gravest moral and strategic import. It
must be discussed seriously in the weeks ahead.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Aug. 31: 22ND Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Jeremiah 20:7-9
• Psalm 63:2-9
• Romans 12:1-2
• Matthew 16:21-27
Theme: Jeremiah was a priest in
Jerusalem when the nation was in
serious trouble. The northern
kingdom had been destroyed by
the Assyrians and now the southern kingdom was facing danger
from a new quarter: Babylon.
Jerusalem was too small to stand
up
against
the
powerful
Babylonian empire and so the
leaders colluded with Egypt to
counter the threat. The pact with
Egypt, however, undermined
Israel’s faith. Jeremiah spoke out
strongly against the spiritual and
moral corruption that accompanied the alliance with Egypt. The
leaders refused to listen but
Jeremiah would not be quiet. He
spoke the truth, but they only
mocked him. For Jeremiah conformity with the world meant en-

mity towards God. St. Paul knew
this too. “Do not be conformed to
this world,” he cautioned. Finally,
Jesus tells the disciples that persecution awaits those who follow
him. We will be judged on the
basis of our fidelity to God’s word
and our willingness to follow
Christ.
Key verse: “Do not conform
yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that you may discern what is
the will of God, what is good and
pleasing and perfect” (Rom 12:2).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Participation is the voluntary and generous engagement
of a person in social interchange. It
is necessary that all participate,
each according to his position and
role, in promoting the common
good. This obligation is inherent in
the dignity of the human
person.[RTF bookmark start:
}1914[RTF bookmark end: }1914
Participation is achieved first of all
by taking charge of the areas for
which one assumes personal responsibility: by the care taken for
the education of his family, by conscientious work, and so forth, man
participates in the good of others
and of society. [RTF bookmark
start: }1915[RTF bookmark end:

}1915As far as possible, citizens
should take an active part in public
life” (No. 1913-1915).
Pope
Benedict
XVI:
“Empowered by the Spirit, and
drawing upon faith’s rich vision, a
new generation of Christians is
being called to help build a world
in which God’s gift of life is welcomed, respected and cherished—not rejected, feared as a
threat and destroyed. Dear young
friends, the Lord is asking you to be
prophets of this new age, messengers of his love, drawing people to
the Father and building a future of
hope for all humanity” (Homily,
WYD, July 20, 2008).
Application: Forsaking the truth
and compromising moral principles for the sake of political expediency has always been a danger for
Christians. Expressing our moral
values can elicit opposition and
derision, but we serve neither God
nor country by remaining silent.
Our actions flow from an encounter with God’s word. “People
who take God seriously,”
Archbishop Chaput wrote in his
new book, “Render Unto Caesar,”
“will not remain silent about their
faith. They’ll act on what they believe, sometimes at the cost of their
reputations and careers.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Why no ‘Yahweh’ in
Catholic liturgies?
It was with interest that I read
the article in the Aug. 20 issue of
the Register titled “No ‘Yahweh’
in songs, prayers at Catholic
Masses, Vatican rules.” The article said that the Vatican ruled
the Old Testament name of God,
‘Yahweh’ must not “be used or
pronounced” in songs or
prayers during Catholic Masses.
The article goes on to quote
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli’s explanation of the impact of this
Vatican ruling on liturgical texts
and music in our country. What
the article does not do, is give
the reader any rationale for this
decision.
I’m no Biblical scholar, but I
remember the word Jehovah
(Yahweh) appears often in the
Old Testament. So what’s hap-

pened; what changed? Does it
have a negative connotation?
It would be nice to be an informed Catholic and (in this case)
understand why our songs will be
changing. That seems an important responsibility of our Register.
Roy Anderson
Fort Collins
Editor’s note: The “No
‘Yahweh’” piece was a
Catholic News Service brief
explaining that due to a
Vatican directive the Old
Testament term “Yahweh”
would no longer be used in
songs or prayers in Catholic
liturgies. The great advantage
to running news briefs is they
allow a publication to get
more news in to limited space;
the drawback is they don’t
share the full story. Due to
reader interest the Denver

Feast –
August27
Monica was
the mother
of St.
Augustine of
Hippo, the
oldest of her children by the
North African Patricius. A
devout Christian who once

Weigel needs to widen
his spectrum
Well, ultra-conservative Weigel
did it again with his comments
in “Would President Obama be
good for black America?” Aug. 20
Register. Would it not be better
for blacks and all Americans to
end an unjust war, to solve our
multiple health care problems,
to work toward improving our
economy, and to diligently fight
the issues with big oil? We must
look at the whole spectrum, not
just a few, albeit important, conservative causes.
Patrick Fitzgerald
Columbine Valley, Colo.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

THE SAINTS: ST. MONICA
Circa 331 387

Catholic Register is running
the “No ‘Yahweh’” story in its
entirety on Page 7 of this
week’s issue.

repented for drinking a cup of
wine a day, she was widowed
when Augustine was 18. She
followed her son to Italy in 383,
but his unsettled and licentious
lifestyle prompted much worry
and prayer. Monica was
overjoyed when he left his
longtime female companion and
was baptized. Not long after, she
died during their return trip to
Africa. Monica is patron saint of
alcoholics and mothers.
© 2008 CNS

Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM

a. The Army of Archangel
Gabriel;
b. Gabriel Marcos De Francia;

In what city is Santa
Monica Pier?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
In August the Church remembers
St. (Santa) Monica. As a saint
and a mother she might have
had no peer, but here in
California she is a pier, or at
least had one named for her. In
this quiz we peer into the
Catholic trappings of these
wooden and concrete
promontories.
1. In what city is Santa Monica
Pier?
a. Santa Monica, of course;
b. Los Angeles (part of the Port
district);
c. San Pedro (Harbor
jurisdiction).
2. This far northern California
pier’s name reminds us not of
the Catholic Crusaders’ emblem,
but that of their Muslim foes:
a. Crescent City Pier;
b. Swastika Pier;
c. YinYang Pier of China Town.
3. Despite Cabrillo’s association
with San Diego, the Cabrillo Pier
actually is situated in this
harbor, named for the first pope:
a. Papa Bay;
b. Roma Ponto Bay;
c. San Pedro Harbor.
4. Although the Avila Beach Pier
is often missed by tourists
zooming by on Highway 101, it is
well known locally and sits near
this town and bay named for a
bishop:

c. Mission San Gabriel.
8. The Oceanside Pier, like the
Redondo Beach Pier, is in an
area directly affected by the
arrival of the Franciscan Padres.
In this case they were based in
this mission, which still serves
the Oceanside area:
a. San Luis Obispo;
b. San Luis Rey (de Francia);
c. San Luis del Surfo.
9. San Clemente Pier, the city
of San Clemente, and the San
Clemente islands are all in
southern California. Why this
common name?
a. It was a rule that the Spanish
adopted of clemency for the
Indians;
b. Spanish explorer Sebastian
Vizcaino landed on San
Clemente on Nov. 25, and St.
Clement’s feast was Nov. 23;
c. It was derived from the
Spanish version of “My Darling
Clementine.”
10. The California pier reputed to
be the longest (at 4,135 feet)
was named for an area named
for this writer of the first Gospel
listed in the New Testament:
a. San Mateo;
b. San Marcos;
c. San Lucas.
11. Splendidly named Elephant
Rock Pier is located on the
scarily named Point Tiburon
(Shark). Across the strait from
this island—which should conjure
up more relaxing pictures of
Seraphim and Cherubim:
a. Isla de los Diablos;
b. The Heavenly Host Hacienda;

a. San Luis Obispo;

c. Angel Island.

b. Juan Bischoff De Avila;

12. This pier is in the California
version of the city which was a
jumping off point for Crusaders
and boasts St. Mark’s Square
and St. Mark’s Basilica (Basilica
San Marco):

c. Bishop Berkeley.
5. Goleta, which reportedly
means “small boat,” is a pier in
an area bordering this national
forest, appropriately named for
an area that was settled in part
by the “fathers” of the
Franciscan missions:
a. Los Monkoes;
b. Los Catolicos National Forest;

a. San Marcos Pier;
b. Venice Pier;
c. Doge Pier.
13. This pier is in a city simply
named after the Holy Cross:

c. Los Padres National Forest.

a. Arbelo de Cristo;

6. Berkeley Pier has a
connection to a bishop, but not a
Spanish one. Bishop Berkeley
was actually a bishop in:

b. Vera Cruz;

b. Rome;
c. The Orthodox Church in
America.
7. Redondo Beach marks a spot
formerly occupied by Tongva
Indians. They were renamed
Gabrielino because they were
converted to Catholicism (and
organized in a mission) by the
Padres of:

14. It is not hard to figure out
which pier was in an area named
by Spanish explorer Bodega on
Trinity Sunday (June 9) 1775:
a. Bodega Bay Pier;
b. Trinidad Pier;
c. Junio Domingo Pier.

ANSWERS:1.a, 2.a, 3.c, 4.a, 5.c,
6.a, 7.c, 8.b, 9.b, 10.a, 11.c, 12.b,
13.c, 14.b

a. The Church of Ireland
(Protestant);

c. Santa Cruz.

Men installed as acolytes
DENVER AUXILIARY Bishop
James Conley prays over men in
diaconate formation, right, who
were installed as acolytes during
an evening Mass Aug. 19 in the
chapel at the John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St. The men are
members of various parishes.
Installed to acolyte were: Edward
Armijo, St. John the Evangelist;
Ross Casados, Spirit of Christ,
Arvada; Jay Garland, St. Jude,
Lakewood; William Martinez, Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Michael
MaGee and Richard Miller of Our
Lady of Loreto, Foxfield; Robert
Rinne, Holy Ghost; John Volk, St.
Mary, Greeley; and Richard Wilson,
St. Helena, Fort Morgan.
The men have completed three
years of formation at St. Francis
School of Theology for Deacons
and one year in the ministry of
reader. The reception of the ministry of acolyte must be exercised for at least six months
prior to being called to holy orders. Acolytes are special ministers of the Eucharist who assist
the deacon and the priest at
Mass, can purify vessels, are
qualified to give Communion
outside of Mass and can expose
the Blessed Sacrament without
bestowing the blessing.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
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Tradition
From Page 3
with others opportunities as well
as products, the less need we will
have for the kinds of regulatory
laws that become necessary
when economic privateers and
profit seeking pirates take over
whole areas of our economy.
We are a nation committed to
both economic freedom and economic justice. But that cannot
mean freedom for me and justice
for me alone. The classic linking
of the human person with the
common good teaches us that we
have to use our freedom and creativity not just for ourselves and
those we care for. It must extend
to all those who are affected by
our actions and by society’s goals.
That means everybody in today’s
globalized world.

A globalized world
All these challenges and questions are framed in a new light
with new dimensions in this age
of globalization. The world of
work is different than in years
past. Finance, production, trade,
and labor are no longer local, regional, or national entities, but
global. Of itself globalization is a
neutral fact. It depends on who
takes advantage of the current
global economy and how it is put
to use. Our present Holy Father
Benedict XVI has suggested that
this process offers “the hope of
wider participation in development” but warns against its risks
of “worsening economic inequality.” (May 26, 2007). Here, two interrelated principles of Catholic
Social Teaching come into play.
The principle of subsidiarity
champions the freedom of initiative that allows everyone scope
and opportunity to be creative
and productive and reap the benefits of hard work and energy.
When taken to the extreme, it can
become exploitive of others. Yet
joined to the principle of solidarity, subsidiarity and all its creative
impulses become harnessed to
an end that includes the makers
of a vibrant economy. This links
their work into a set of relationships bringing new opportunities
to one another across political
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and social divisions and especially across the great divide between
rich and poor. Let interdependence become the “solidarity” of
neighbor to neighbor in such a
way that the subsidiarity of free
creativity builds up and offers
new possibilities for all neighbors, especially the poor and the
vulnerable. The Church continues to echo the call of Pope John
Paul II to “globalize solidarity.”

Catholic social teaching
The tradition of Catholic Social
Teaching has much to offer in
these tough economic times. In
the midst of the transformation
of society during the Industrial
Revolution, Pope Leo XIII gave us
enduring principles to deal with
“new things” in his prophetic encyclical Rerum Novarum. Pope
John Paul II and Pope Benedict
XVI have made the cause of justice for workers their own, responding to the “new things” in
economic life. When Pope John
Paul II issued his first “social encyclical,” Laborem Exercens, in
1981, he invited us to look at
these issues from the perennial
viewpoint of the value of human
work which finds its intrinsic
meaning in the dignity of the
worker.
Msgr. Higgins applauded this
teaching of the Holy Father. He
saw it as a papal clarion call for all
the issues he championed in his
own life. He was right because
they are all the values stemming
from the truth about the inherent
dignity and value of the human
person that lies at the heart of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The
Church continues to focus on the
dignity of the worker as the key to
the question of work and as the
cornerstone of Catholic teaching
on economic life. Our challenge
is to assess our “new things” by
the application of traditional
moral principles expressed in
Catholic Social Teaching that
continue to have remarkable
meaning and relevance to us as
we celebrate Labor Day 2008.

Labor Day and politics
This year, we will choose a new
president, as well as one-third of
the Senate, all the members of
the House of Representatives,
and myriad state and local offi-

cials. The campaign has already
been long and, for many, arduous. What can I as a bishop add to
this without echoing what has
been said better by others? Msgr.
Higgins would urge you to look
beyond the slogans and the
promises. He would ask you to
assess the candidates’ backgrounds and records. He would
have a few choice words for those
he deemed unworthy or neglectful of the rights of workers and
the role of unions. But he would
always insist on some basic principles that we all must follow.
The Bishops of the United States
have put forth for Catholics and
non-Catholics alike some basic
principles to consider. In publishing the new and, I believe, challenging statement,
Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, we bishops
call Catholics to be active and informed participants in political
life. We do not seek to impose or
imply a preference for one candidate over another. We do propose
what is incumbent on all men
and women of good will: the formation of a correct conscience
based on the truth about the
human person and human society. We cannot emphasize this
enough. An informed conscience
moves beyond personal feelings
and individual popularity. An informed conscience asks first
what is right and true. An informed conscience examines the
candidates and the issues from
the perspective of human life and
dignity, the true good of every
human person, the true good of
society, the common good of us
all in our nation and in this world.
What can I add to that? Never
forget that human life is the
supreme good in this world.
Never forget that human dignity
is not an expendable commodity
but belongs to everyone without
exception. Every day we are prolife. Every day we are champions of
human dignity. Our voices and our
votes should shape society by
bringing these inalienable truths
into every particular proposal and
program, every particular candidate’s projects and plans. The
Bishops’ statement makes both
links and distinctions between the
fundamental duty to oppose what
is intrinsically evil (i.e., the destruction of unborn life) and the

obligation to pursue the common
good (i.e., defending the rights of
workers and pursuing greater economic justice). I urge you to review
and reflect on this challenging call
to be salt, light, and leaven in this
election year and beyond (see
www.faithfulcitizenship.org).

A Catholic framework
We Catholics have been
blessed by a centennial of
Catholic Social Teaching. I personally have been privileged to
work with three Popes in this field
and have been formed by their vision and their teaching. The
Church offers this, not just to
Catholics, but to all men and
women of good will. We are convinced that the truths about the
human person in society that
come to us from both reason and
revelation must be brought into
all the economic, social, civil, political, and cultural relationships
that make up a good society. The
human and moral dimensions of
economic life are key principles
in Catholic thought. Catholic social and moral teaching on these
matters offers hope and direction
in
difficult
times.
The
Compendium of the Social
Doctrine of the Church provides
us with a summary and synthesis
of the Church’s teaching on economic life as well as other aspects
of the Catholic social tradition.
[See Chapter VI “Human Work”
and Chapter VII “Economic Life,”
Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace, Compendium of the
Social Doctrine of the Church
(Washington, DC: USCCB, 2004 )]
I recommend it to you.
The bishops of the United
States reflect this teaching as they
outline key elements of a just
economy
in
“Forming
Consciences
for
Faithful
Citizenship.” These basics need
to be part of the national discussion as we choose leaders and develop policies for the future:
The economy must serve people, not the other way around.
Work is more than a way to make a
living; it is a form of continuing
participation in God’s creation.
Employers contribute to the common good through the services or
products they provide and by creating jobs that uphold the dignity
and rights of workers—to productive work, to decent and fair wages,
to adequate benefits and security
in their old age, to the choice of
whether to organize and join
unions, to the opportunity for legal
status for immigrant workers, to
private property, and to economic
initiative. Workers also have re-

sponsibilities—to provide a fair
day’s work for a fair day’s pay, to
treat employers and co-workers
with respect, and to carry out their
work in ways that contribute to the
common good. Workers, employers, and unions should not only
advance their own interests, but
also work together to advance economic justice and the well-being
of all (No. 52).

Overcoming poverty
Poverty has many faces. And
they are the faces of our brothers
and sisters here in our own country and around the world.
Whether I am in remote corners
of Africa or the streets of
Lawrence, Massachusetts, I am
convinced that when we face up
to the needs of these our brothers
and sisters, the challenge of overcoming poverty brings the
Catholic community together.
The Catholic Church is committed to making her contribution to
alleviating the pain of poverty at
every level: internationally, nationally, and especially locally
through the magnificent endeavors of priests, religious, and laity
in our parishes. Things may be
tough for an awful lot of us today.
But no matter how difficult it
might be for you or me, I believe
each of us can name someone we
know who is carrying a greater
burden. I can hear Msgr. Higgins
telling us “Don’t forget the other
guy,” especially the person with
less. That person has hopes and
dreams, too. That person comes
from a family and belongs to our
human family. That person has
dignity because all of us are created in the image of God.
Let me close by sharing with
you some thoughts from Pope
Benedict’s powerful encyclical
“Deus Caritas Est”:
Love of God and love of neighbor have become one: In the least
of the brethren we find Jesus himself, and in Jesus we find
God….Love for widows and orphans, prisoners, and the sick and
needy of every kind is as essential
to [the Church] as the ministry of
the sacraments and preaching of
the Gospel (Nos. 15, 22).
To one and all, I wish you a
most happy and relaxing Labor
Day with family and friends. I
hope this Labor Day will bring a
renewed vigor as we seek to build
together a society that cares for
its own, reaches out to the poor
and vulnerable, and offers true
hope to all. Let us share justly and
freely the goods of society and
advance the good of every person
and the common good of all.
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Catholics urged to
pray election novena

CNS PHOTO/MARIO ANZUONI, REUTERS

U.S. SEN. John McCain of Arizona
and Sen. Barack Obama of Illinois,
wave as moderator the Rev. Rick
Warren, center, looks on at a
forum on the presidency at
Saddleback Church in Lake Forest,
Calif., Aug. 16.
WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
U.S. bishops are encouraging
Catholics to pray a novena for
life, justice and peace before the
November election. An Aug. 19
news release said the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
has made available for download
from the Internet a podcast of a
“Novena
for
Faithful
Citizenship” at www.faithfulcitizenship.org/resources/podcasts.
It will be available until the Nov.
4 election. The special novena is
part of “the bishops’ campaign to
help Catholics develop wellformed consciences for addressing political and social questions,” said Joan Rosenhauer, associate director of the USCCB’s
Department of Justice, Peace
and Human Development. The
bishops adopted the document
“Forming
Consciences
for
Faithful Citizenship: A Call to
Political Responsibility” in
November 2007. The “Novena for
Faithful Citizenship” runs for
nine days and can be used consecutively, one day each week,
for nine days prior to the election, or “in any way that works
best for a community or individual,” said Rosenhauer.

No ‘Yahweh’ in songs, prayers at Catholic Masses, Vatican rules
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—In the
not-too-distant future, songs
such as “You Are Near,” “I Will
Bless Yahweh” and “Rise, O
Yahweh” will no longer be part
of the Catholic worship experience in the United States.
At the very least, the songs will
be edited to remove the word
“Yahweh”—a name of God that
the Vatican has ruled must not
“be used or pronounced” in
songs and prayers during
Catholic Masses.
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of
Paterson, N.J., chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on
Divine Worship, announced the
new Vatican “directives on the
use of ‘the name of God’ in the
sacred liturgy” in an Aug. 8 letter
to his fellow bishops.
He said the directives would
not “force any changes to official
liturgical texts” or to the bishops’
current missal translation project
but would likely have “some impact on the use of particular
pieces of liturgical music in our
country as well as in the composition of variable texts such as the
general intercessions for the celebration of the Mass and the other
sacraments.”
John Limb, publisher of OCP
in Portland, Ore., said the most
popular hymn in the OCP repertoire that would be affected was
Dan Schutte’s “You Are Near,”
which begins, “Yahweh, I know
you are near.”
He estimated that only “a
handful” of other OCP hymns
use the word “Yahweh,” although a search of the OCP Web
site turned up about a dozen examples of songs that included
the word.
OCP is a nonprofit publisher
of liturgical music and worship
resources.
Limb said the company would
be contacting composers to “ask
them to try to come up with al-

ternate language” for their
hymns. But he said hymnals for
2009 had already been printed,
so the affected hymns would not
include the new wording for at
least another year.
Even when the new hymnals
are out, “it may take time for people to get used to singing something different,” he added in an
Aug. 11 telephone interview with
Catholic News Service.
At
Chicago-based
GIA
Publications, another major
Catholic publisher of hymnals,
no major revisions will be necessary, because of the company’s
longtime editorial policy against
use of the word “Yahweh.”
Kelly Dobbs-Mickus, senior editor at GIA Publications, told CNS
Aug. 11 that the policy, which
dates to 1986, was based not on
Vatican directives but on sensitivity to concerns among observant
Jews about pronouncing the
name of God. As an example, she
cited Heinrich Schutz’s “Thanks
Be to Yahweh,” which appears in
a GIA hymnal under the title
“Thanks Be to God.”
Bishop Serratelli said the
Vatican decision also would
provide “an opportunity to offer
catechesis for the faithful as an
encouragement to show reverence for the name of God in
daily life, emphasizing the
power of language as an act of
devotion and worship.”
His letter to bishops came
with a two-page letter from the
Vatican Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Sacraments,
dated June 29 and addressed to
episcopal conferences around
the world.

“By directive of the Holy
Father, in accord with the
Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, this congregation ...
deems it convenient to communicate to the bishops’ conferences ... as regards the translation and the pronunciation, in a
liturgical setting, of the divine
name signified in the sacred
Tetragrammaton,” said the letter signed by Cardinal Francis
Arinze and Archbishop Malcolm
Ranjith, congregation prefect
and secretary, respectively.
The Tetragrammaton is YHWH,
the four consonants of the ancient Hebrew name for God.
“As an expression of the infinite
greatness and majesty of God, it
was held to be unpronounceable
and hence was replaced during
the reading of sacred Scripture by
means of the use of an alternate
name: ‘Adonai,’ which means
‘Lord,’” the Vatican letter said.
Similarly, Greek translations of
the Bible used the word “Kyrios”
and Latin scholars translated it to
“Dominus”; both also mean Lord.
“Avoiding pronouncing the
Tetragrammaton of the name of
God on the part of the church
has therefore its own grounds,”
the letter said. “Apart from a motive of a purely philological
order, there is also that of remaining faithful to the church’s
tradition, from the beginning,
that the sacred Tetragrammaton
was never pronounced in the
Christian context nor translated
into any of the languages into
which the Bible was translated.”
The two Vatican officials
noted
that
“Liturgiam
Authenticam,” the congrega-

tion’s 2001 document on liturgical translations, stated that “the
name of almighty God expressed
by
the
Hebrew
Tetragrammaton and rendered
in Latin by the word ‘Dominus,’
is to be rendered into any given
vernacular by a word equivalent
in meaning.”
“Notwithstanding such a clear
norm, in recent years the practice has crept in of pronouncing
the God of Israel’s proper
name,” the letter said. “The
practice of vocalizing it is met
with both in the reading of biblical texts taken from the
Lectionary as well as in prayers
and hymns, and it occurs in diverse written and spoken
forms,” including Yahweh,
Jahweh and Yehovah.
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History of St.
Vincent de
Paul Society
The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul can be traced back to 1831
when Frédéric Ozanam left his
home in Lyon, France, for Paris
to attend the university there.
Along with several friends, Ozanam
began a new association called the
Conference
of
History. The group
met to discuss variFRÉDÉRIC ous topics, includOZANAM
ing religion. At one
of their meetings, after Ozanam
spoke on Christianity’s role in
civilization, an agnostic club
member said, “Let us be frank,
Mr. Ozanam; let us also be very
particular. What do you do besides talk to prove the faith you
claim is in you?”
Stung by the question,
Ozanam decided that his words
needed to be grounded in action. He and a friend began visiting Paris tenements and offering
assistance as best they could,
eventually
founding
the
Conference of Charity to assist
the poor. The group eventually
changed their name to the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul in
honor of their patron.
Today, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul has hundreds of
thousands of members worldwide. The organization is composed of Catholic volunteers
who dedicate their time and resources to help those in need.
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St. Vincent de Paul Society to mark 175th anniversary with benefit 3k walk
BY JOHN GLEASON

This year, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul is celebrating its
175th anniversary. Established
in 1833, it is the largest lay
Catholic charitable organization
in the world, boasting 750,000
members in 142 countries.
To celebrate, the organization
is inviting the public to participate in a 3-kilometer walk next
month to benefit the needy.
Founded by a French college
student
named
Frederic
Ozanam, members of the St.
Vincent de Paul Society put their
faith into action through service
to the poor. The mission of the
organization is inspired by
Gospel values. The society urges
its members to grow spiritually
by offering person-to-person
service to those in need; it operates food pantries and shelters,
and offers emergency financial
aid, job training, disaster aid
and many other vital services.
In the United States alone in
2006, members donated nearly
six million hours of time, aiding
more than 20 million people at a
cost of a half billion dollars. Last
year, the 392 members of the
Denver Metro Council served
more than 23,000 people in the
Archdiocese of Denver through
their time, money and donations.
A group of lawyers met in 1845
in St. Louis, Mo., to establish the
first conference in the United
States and by 1888 the St.
Vincent de Paul Society arrived
in Denver.

FRIENDS OF THE
POOR WALK

BY GEOFFREY A. BROOKE JR.

What: 3k St. Vincent de Paul
Society anniversary walk to
benefit the poor
When: 8:30 a.m. Sept. 27
Where: Confluence Park, 15th
and Little Raven streets near
LoDo
Register: online at or call 303960-9163

“We’ve had an ongoing presence (here) for 120 years,”
Steven Pratt, executive director
of the Metro Council of the St.
Vincent de Paul Society, said
with pride. “I think it’s tremendous that the society has been
going on that long considering
it’s been run by volunteers who
raise their own money and collect their own goods and then
redistribute them to those in
need.”
Pratt said that whenever he
puts together the society’s annual report, he’s always amazed
by what the volunteers in the
Denver area accomplish on the
part of those in need.
“It just reaffirms my faith in
man in that there are a lot of
good people out there who are
committed to serving those in
need,” he said, stressing that the
primary goal of the society is to
help members to grow in holiness.
“We work hard to maintain a
strong spiritual focus,” he said.

Nationwide event to build
awareness of SVDP Society

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SHERYL HIGSBY, retail supervisor of the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store, rings up a purchase for customer Robert Gates.
“We’re not a social service
agency. We’re a Catholic lay organization with a strong spiritual foundation.”
Anyone within a parish
boundary who is in need is eligible for assistance from the society in that parish, according to
John Myers, president of the
Denver Metro Council and
member of the conference at
Our Lady of Loreto Parish in
Foxfield.
“Right now, there are 28 conferences located in parishes
across the Archdiocese of
Denver,” he said. “The conferences provide food banks and
all sorts of other services to people in need. Parishes where

there is a conference present
find the society takes a tremendous burden away from the
parish staff because there isn’t a
parish in the archdiocese that
every day doesn’t have someone
call or walk in seeking assistance.”
Myers said that last year expenditures in service to the poor
totaled almost $590,000. Each
year the number of people being
served continues to increase.
Last year the number of home
visits was almost 1,900.
At a metro level the society
provides some funding for energy assistance, rental assistance
and a voucher program for the
thrift store in addition to help-

Life of St. Vincent de Paul
Born in Gascony to a peasant
family in 1850, Vincent was educated by Franciscan Friars.
Ordained in 1600 at the age of
20, he was soon after captured
by Turkish pirates and sold into
slavery. Upon converting his
master to Catholicism he returned to France two years later
where he served as a parish
priest near Paris, there he started organizations to help the
poor, nurse the sick and find
jobs for the unemployed. He
made it his life’s work to always
work for the poor, the enslaved,
the abandoned and the ignored.
In 1625, he laid the foundations
of the Congregation of the
Mission, later to be known as the
Vincentians. Canonized in 1730
by Pope Clement XII, he was

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
named patron saint of all charitable societies by Pope Leo XIII.

ing coordinate other resources
that may be available in the
community. But the core operating unit is the parish conference, of which there are currently 28 across the Archdiocese of
Denver. Anyone interested in
starting a conference at their
parish is invited to contact the
Denver Metro Council.
“We have teams of people
who go out and help organize a
conference,” Myers said. “We
provide the orientation to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. We’re a
lay ministry that operates under
one rule: the spiritual growth of
its members. It has a very strong
spiritual component and it takes
that and puts it into action.”

Local St. Vincent
de Paul Society
Each year the number of
people in need continues to
rise and each year the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul steps up
to help them. Currently in the
Denver Archdiocese there are
28 conferences at the parish
level, boasting a membership
of 392
In 2007 more than 23,000
people were assisted by the society here. The society’s expenditures in service to the poor
last year totaled $589,086.
Local volunteers put in more
than 16,000 service hours making, among other things, 1,897
home visits, 271 hospital visits
and 438 elder care visits.

ANTONIO ESCOBAR and Maira Zelaya consider purchasing a high
chair at the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store.
The society’s best known ministry may be the St. Vincent de
Paul Thrift Store located at 6260
E. Colfax Ave., which makes a
wide variety of goods available
at low cost.
“The store provides so much,”
Pratt said. “It is the epitome of a
thrift store in the sense that
there’s almost anything you’d
want from clothing to hard
goods to electronics and furniture. All the donations are reviewed and only things that are
serviceable and operate properly are put out for sale.”
There is also a voucher program where parishes can send
in a voucher for a certain
amount of money and the store

will match that amount in
goods.
“In effect, it allows people to
double their money,” Pratt said.
To commemorate the society’s
landmark anniversary, the organization is sponsoring the
Friends of the Poor Walk to be
held in Confluence Park.
Denver is one of 86 cities around
the country hosting such a walk.
“It will be held on September
27, the feast day of St. Vincent de
Paul,” Pratt said. “All the money
raised in Denver stays here to
address the needs of the homeless. There is no registration fee
and we’re encouraging people to
secure as many pledges as they
can.”

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
one of the oldest lay service organizations in the U.S., will
mark its 175th anniversary with
what it has been doing for all
those years: serving the poor.
The organization has planned
a special event to highlight its
work and raise money for the
poor. A nationwide event called
“Friends of the Poor Walk” will
take place Sept. 27, the feast day
of St. Vincent de Paul.
Diocesan councils, district
councils and parish-based conferences of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul have all been invited to participate; walks will be
organized locally.
As of June 17, 61 walks had
been scheduled across the
country. Among the walk sites
are big cities such as New
Orleans, Philadelphia, Washington, St. Louis and New York.
Individuals and groups can
register for the event on the
walk’s Web site, www.svdp
friendsofthepoorwalk.org.
“The number is growing every
day. There has been a massive
outpouring of support,” walk
administrator Chris Desloge
told Catholic News Service.
In late May the organization
named Deacon Alex Jones as
honorary national spokesman
for the walk. Deacon Jones was a
popular evangelical pastor who
joined the Catholic Church in
April 2001, along with his wife,
Donna, and members of their
family as well as several members of one of his former congregations.
He was ordained a deacon for
the Detroit Archdiocese in
October 2005. He serves three
parishes in the archdiocese.
Deacon Jones, who plans to

DEACON ALEX JONES
participate in one of the walks,
will be issuing video addresses
leading up to the event that will
appear on the society’s Web site,
www.svdpusa.org, and on other
Internet sites such as YouTube.
Each walker raises money by
getting others to sponsor him or
her, and all money collected will
“go directly into the hands of the
(society’s) local conferences” to
help the needy in their local
areas, Desloge said. A number of
corporate sponsors are also supporting the walk.
He said the council or conference that collects the most
money from the walk will receive the use of a mobile kitchen
known as Hope to serve needy
people for a period of time.
The 42-foot-long semitrailer
can be transported anywhere. It
is fully equipped with a grill, adequate prep area, refrigerators
and many other kitchen necessities and is capable of serving
thousands of meals per day.
The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul first received the semitrailer to serve people in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
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Capuchin Friar, Cabrini Sister to be
honored at 2008 Serra Salute
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

The Serra Trust Fund for
Vocations will honor a priest
and a religious sister for their
work promoting vocations when
it hosts the 22nd annual Serra
Salute dinner set for 6 p.m. Sept.
19.
The event benefits the Serra
Trust Fund for Vocations, which
provides financial aid to those in
discernment or formation for
holy orders or religious life.
Currently,
the
Denver

Archdiocese’s St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary and
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary have
more than 100 seminarians
studying for the priesthood.
This year’s honorees are
Father John Lager, O.F.M. Cap.,
vocation director for his order’s
Mid-America Province, and
Sister Bernadette Casciano,
M.S.C., administrator of the
Mother Cabrini Shrine in
Golden.
A Kansas native, Father Lager

SERRA SALUTE
What: Annual benefit dinner
for the Serra Trust Fund for
Vocations
Honoring: Father John Lager,
O.F.M. Cap., and Sister
Bernadette Casciano, M.S.C.
When: 6 p.m. Sept. 19
Where: Pinehurst Country
Club, 6255 W. Quincy Ave.
Tickets: $75 per person
Call: 303-671-3012 or 303756-8972

joined
the
Franciscan
Order of Friars
Minor Capuchin, making
his first vows in
1971. He was
ordained
a
priest May 18,
1979, in Hays,
SISTER
Kan. He first
BERNADETTE
served in variCASCIANO,
ous capacities
M.S.C.
in his home
state of Kansas
before being
assigned
to
Denver
in
1984, where he
has ministered
in different adm i n i s t ra t i v e
capacities for
his order. From
FATHER JOHN 2001 to 2007 he
LAGER, O.F.M.
was the execuCAP.
tive director of
Catholic Charities Samaritan House.
Sister Casciano was born and
raised in Scranton, Pa. She attended St. Cabrini School and
grew to love the sisters who were
her teachers. She entered the
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in 1957and professed final vows as a Cabrini
Sister in 1965.
Sister Casciano ministered as
an educator in New York,
Washington and New Jersey before serving six years as provincial administrator for her congregation’s Eastern Province.
For the past 18 years she has
been administrator of the
Cabrini Shrine.
The Serra Salute will be held at
the Pinehurst Country Club,
6255 W. Quincy Ave. in southwest Denver. It begins with registration and reception, followed by 7 p.m. dinner and program. Tickets are $75 per person. Reservation deadline: Sept.
3.
Table and event sponsorships
are also available. For reservations or information, call 303756-8972 or 303-671-3012.
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College students get fieldwork experience with political process
BY JOHN GLEASON

Last week, more than 340 students arrived at Regis University
to begin taking part in a twoweek program of academics and
practical experience offered by
the Washington Center for
Internships
and
Academic
Seminars. The students are getting a chance to study and participate in the political process of
the
Democratic
National
Convention.
The students, including 10
from Regis, are working with
media outlets, the convention
host committee and other key organizations.
The Washington Center is an independent organization providing
students opportunities to work
and learn in Washington, D.C., for
academic credit. Since 1984 the
organization has partnered with
the national nominating conventions and host committees, exposing students to lectures, debates
and panel discussions.
Donnie Veasey is director of external university communication
for Regis University. He said the
first week of the program consisted of academics, where students
heard lectures and participated
in panel discussions, and got actual hands-on work at the convention site.

PHOTO PROVIDED

REGIS UNIVERSITY student Pearl Shields asks Elbra
Wedgeworth, president and chair of the Denver Democratic
Convention Host Committee a question during her speech at the
Washington Center program on the Regis campus Aug. 21.
“The sessions consist of a variety of topics that help get the students acclimated,” Veasey said.
Some of the speakers the students heard from included former
Vermont Gov. Howard Dean,
chairman of the Democratic
National Committee; Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell; CBS news
anchor Bob Schieffer; Ricky
Krishner, executive producer of
the convention who spoke on the
logistics of putting on an event of
this magnitude; and Special Agent
David O’Connor of the Secret
Service who spoke on making the
most of a national security event.

This week the students are
doing a variety of jobs, including
working with media outlets in an
internship capacity or with members of the Democratic National
Committee. The opportunity
promises to be an eye-opening
experience for many.
“Many of the students here
have an interest in politics,” said
Regis participant Dan Van Der
Vieren, 20. “To work with (delegates and party members) and
watch what drives them is what
this program is about.”
Van Der Vieren was assigned to
help with convention security at

A kiss and a hug for first day fears
CATRENE PAYAN
comforts her
daughter Mia, 4, on
the first day of
classes Aug. 12 at
Guardian Angels
School, 1843 W.
52nd Ave. in north
Denver. Most
Catholic elementary
schools in the
Denver Archdiocese
started the 200809 academic year
last week. Mia
Payan is a prekindergarten student.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

both the Pepsi Center and at
Invesco Field.
“I applied for the scholarship
and couldn’t believe I’d made it,”
he said. “There are so many students who wanted to be a part of
this event. It’s really quite an
honor.”
While the chance to be a part of
the convention process is exciting, Van Der Vieren said that for
him there was another motivation of equal importance.
“As Christians, I believe it’s important that we stand up in the
public square as a testament to
our faith,” he said. “Taking our
beliefs into this arena isn’t the
easiest thing to do, but we can’t
very well be good citizens if it
means denying part of our belief.”
Rebecca King, 25, agreed that
living one’s faith in the public
square is vital. A Regis senior who
is majoring in liberal arts with a
minor in religious study, King is
considering law school next with
the possibility of a career in politics. She said that being a part of
Regis and the Jesuit community
has given her a sense of how important it is to live faith to the
fullest.
“I see the Jesuit tradition of social justice and social change and
Catholic ideals of being good to
your fellow human being,” King

said. “And I’ve seen that play out
here this week.”
One speaker who King found
particularly fascinating was the
Rev. Leah Daughtry, a Pentecostal
minister and CEO for the
Democratic National Committee,
who spoke to the students about
faith in action.
“I
believe
that
many
Democrats find it difficult to
speak about their faith,” King
said. “I think it’s wonderful that
they’re trying to reach out and
take the opportunity to talk about
(faith) values.”
King said the experience has
shown her the complexity of the
political process and that the
convention is much more than
what people see on television.
“This not just someone accepting a nomination; not just a rally,”
she said. “It’s a place where people come together and select a
course. Meeting and interacting
with those people is an experience like no other.”
Veasey said that he can’t help
being impressed by the students.
When talk turns to “Who are you
going to vote for?” the discussion
becomes very thoughtful, he said.
“They pursue the conversations in great depth, beyond the
person-party affiliation,” he said.
“The young people step up to the
issues and their relevance to the
country. To see this understanding of the political process is really wonderful.”
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Health care providers
discuss the battle for prolife conscience causes
BY JOHN GLEASON

At the Aug. 20 meeting of the
Catholic Medical Association,
Christian Brugger, associate professor of moral theology at St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary, delivered a talk on a
draft proposal by the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services aimed at protecting the rights of health care
workers who conscientiously object to participating in abortion
services.
The proposal, which was released the following day for a
month-long period of public discussion, aims to implement a series of laws protecting health care
workers from participating in actions that they find to be morally
objectionable, primarily issues
surrounding the abortion industry.
Conscience laws on the books
date back 20 years but none of
these laws has been implemented through federal regulation,
said Brugger, asserting the laws
exist essentially as dead letters.
“They get overlooked,” Brugger
said, “which means healthcare
workers and hospital workers and
other persons find themselves
subject to the coercive whims of
their superiors.”
The federal implementation is
simply meant to enforce the laws
that are on the books, the professor
said. The guidelines are raising
added controversy since they designate some hormonal contraceptives and IUDs as potentially abortion-causing and therefore as
falling under the guidelines protecting the consciences of health
care workers from abortion; for example, protecting pharmacists
from writing prescriptions for
what they believe could be abortifacient contraceptives.
Right now, according to
Brugger, pharmacists can be fired
for not filling prescription and
doctors can be fired for not writ-

ing prescriptions for contraceptives because they fall outside the
purview of the abortion industry.
“The Bush administration wants
these laws implemented,” Brugger
said. “And abortion defenders have
vigorously opposed the conscience initiative saying not only
will it limit women’s access to ‘reproductive services,’ but also to
contraceptive services.”
The draft of the proposal was
leaked to the press this summer
and was immediately criticized in
the media.
“In one story that appeared in
the New York Times, it was suggested that doctors who failed to
provide women with all information concerning contraception
should give up their profession,”
Brugger said.
The U.S. Catholic bishops’
spokesperson on abortion,
Deirdre A. McQuade, welcomed
the proposed regulations as a way
to protect medical personnel
from being coerced to violate
their consciences in federally
funded programs.
“Doctors, nurses, and other
medical personnel face pressure
to participate in abortion—a
practice that many find abhorrent in good conscience,”
McQuade said. “The enforcement
of federal laws designed to protect their freedom of conscience
is long overdue.”
Dr. Robert Domaleski, who is
heading up the resurgence of the
local
Catholic
Medical
Association, said the topic is an
important one that all health care
workers should be aware of.
“Our organization is made up
not only physicians, but many
other health care workers,” he
said. “We’re modeling ourselves
after the National Catholic
Medical Association, which is
based in Philadelphia.
The
Catholic
Medical
Association hosts monthly meetings which feature a variety of
speakers. More information, including a list of upcoming speakers can be found on the organization’s Web site, www.denvercma.
club.officelive.com.

FAMED
Mexican
TV star
Cepillín
entertains
the crowd
at the
Aug. 24
Viva la
Familia!
rally on
the
Auraria
campus.
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Viva la Familia! rally draws 5,000 people
Latino leaders
featured at event
honoring marriage
and family
Scores of Hispanic families answered a call made by the profamily organization Alliance for
Marriage Foundation to show
support for traditional matrimony and family at an afternoon
rally Aug. 24 at the Auraria campus downtown. The predominately Spanish-language Viva la
Familia! event featured national
Latino leaders from Colorado,
California and Arizona.

“Viva la Familia! reminds us
all that the most important social institution is the family,”
said Luis Soto, executive
Director of Centro San Juan
Diego, an initiative of the
Denver Archdiocese offering
pastoral and family support to
Hispanics.
The Rev. Sam Rodriguez Jr., an
AFMF advisory board member
and president of the National
Hispanic Christian Leadership
Conference was one of the
speakers at the outdoor celebration, saying that “to the Latino
family, traditional marriage represents the antidote to destructive social behaviors such as
drug activity, teenage pregnan-

cy, gang involvement, high
school dropout (rates) and
many others.”
Alejandro Bermudez, director
of the Catholic information
agency ACI-Prensa, the most
read Spanish-language Catholic
Web site in the world, added,
“We all know that marriage—a
permanent union between one
man and one woman—is the
best way for our happiness and
a promising future,” said
Entertainment was provided
by the renowned Mexican performer Cepillín, a popular TV
star for many years in more than
18 countries. Catholic recording
artist Ge’La also performed.

Parish offers lecture series on St. Paul
On June 29, Pope Benedict XVI
announced that the Church
would celebrate the 2000th anniversary of the birth of St. Paul.
To celebrate the special year, St.
Anthony of Padua Parish is hosting a lecture each month of the
life of St. Paul, conducted by
Deacon Paul Zajac. The series is
called, “Getting to know the
Apostle to the Gentiles.”
The goal behind the lectures,
according to Deacon Zajac, is to
help people to get to know a little more about the saint.

“The lectures are a combination of Scripture and a sense of
Paul’s personality and his spirituality, to see how God took him
and moved him,” Deacon Zajac
said. “We’ll discuss how he approached things like marriage
and the Church, holy orders, the
Eucharist and forgiveness.”
Using Scripture and Paul’s letters, Deacon Zajac said the lectures take on a historical tone,
exploring the world he lived in
“I think it’s fair to say that he
was passionate, forthright and
had a lot of zeal and a great love
for God,” he said.

The series began in July and
will continue through next summer. Each lecture begins at 6:30
p.m. with adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament
and
Benediction and concludes with
refreshments and fellowship
until 9 p.m.
The next lecture will be held on
Sept. 9 and thereafter on the first
Tuesday of every month. St.
Anthony of Padua Church is located at 2801 W. Ohio St.
“People will come away knowing more about St. Paul,” Deacon
Zajac said. “And this is a good way
to build community … as well.”
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Service and Praise Mass:
with Father Patrick Rearden O.P. and
Father Thomas Dowd at St. Catherine
Church, 4200 N. Federal Blvd.,
Denver.
Sept. 6: 6:30 p.m
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Benediction and rosary.
Sept. 7: 3 p.m.
Knights Of Columbus: invite all to a
rosary and Mass at Mullen Home,
3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver.
Sept. 8: Rosary 6:30 p.m.
Mass 7:30 p.m.
Solemn High Mass: to celebrate Feast
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St. Denver.
Father James Jackson, F.S.S.P., will
be celebrant.
Sept. 14: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Annual Anniversary Mass: for couples
celebrating 25, 50 or 50+ years at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Call 303-715-3259 for information.
Sept. 20: 4:30 p.m.
Book Signing: with Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., for
his book, “Render Unto Caesar” at
Borders Bookstore, 8557 Park
Meadows Center Drive Lone Tree.
Aug. 27: 7 p.m.
Alumni Mass and Dinner: at
Presentation of Our Lady Church, 665
Irving St., Denver. Call Chris at 303384-0319 for details.
Aug. 30: Mass 4:30 p.m.
BBQ 5:30 p.m.
5K Fun Run/Walk: at Holy Family High
School. Open to all ages, treats, give
aways and prizes. Details at
www.tigerfunrun.com.
Sept. 1: 7:30 a.m.
St. Patrick’s Dinner and Dance: to
benefit Capuchin Poor Clare Sisters,
at VFW, 4300 Pecos St., Denver. Cost
is $20 a person.
Sept. 6: 6 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Garage Sale: to benefit Good
Shepherd Catholic School, 620
Elizabeth St., Denver. Clothes, toys
and household items.
Sept. 6: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Annual FunFest: at Queen of Peace
Church, 13220 E. Kentucky Ave.,
Aurora. Games, food and Bingo.
Sept. 6: 1 p.m. -8:30 p.m.
Annual Garage Sale: at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa
Drive, Boulder. Call 303-499-7744.
Sept. 5-6: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m
Sept. 7: 9 a.m.- noon

Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Students of the Past: Mass and
luncheon for St. Bernadette Catholic
School alumni. RSVP at 303-3470401
Sept. 14: 10 a.m.

Get To Know The Apostle Paul: a
monthly lecture series at St. Anthony
of Padua Church, 2801 W. Ohio,
Denver.
Sept. 9: 6:30 p.m.

Fall Festival: at Annunciation Church,
3621 Humboldt St., Denver. Food,
silent auction, bazaar and dancing.
Call 303-396-1024 for details.
Sept. 20: 10 a.m.

Talk on Bioethics: by Father Tad
Pacholczyk to be held at Jack
Quinn’s, 21 S. Tejon St., Colorado
Springs. Q&A session to follow talk.
Call 719-866-6492 for information.
Sept. 10: 7 p.m.

Fun For All: at annual fall festival at
St. William’s Church, 1025 Fulton Ave.,
Fort Lupton. Games, food and wheel
of fortune.
Sept. 20: Noon - 8 p.m.
Sept. 21: Noon- 5 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
An Evening With St. Therese: to benefit FOCUS. Dinner, silent auction and
entertainment. Sacred Heart of Mary
Church 6739 S. Boulder Road,
Boulder. Call 303-417-0123
Oct. 3
Evangelization Workshop: on becoming a welcoming and affirming
Catholic parish. John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Cost $60.
To register, call 303-715-3260.
Aug. 27: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Vocation Discernment Retreat: at
Mother Cabrini Shine, 20189 Cabrini
Blvd., Golden. Call 303-715-3144 for
more information.
Sept. 5-7

Weekend Scripture Retreat: at Abbey
of St. Walburga, north of Fort Collins.
Cost $175 per person. Call to register, 970-472-0612.
Sept. 12-14
Women’s Retreat: at St. John the
Evangelist Church, 1730 W. 12th St.,
Loveland. Executive Director of
ENDOW Terry Polakovic is featured
speaker. Cost: $10 including lunch.
Call 970-461-5077 to register.
Sept. 13: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
8-Week ENDOW Class: to study “The
Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis will
be held at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Cost for series is $60.
Call Margaret at 303-715-3224.
Sept. 15: 10:30 a.m.- noon.
Women Of Grace: study group presents the multi-week Abundant Life
Series. Call 303-470-9345 for details.
Sept. 16: 9:45 a.m.
Catholics Returning Home: a six-week
course on Catholics retuning to the
Church at St. John the Baptist Church,
323 Collyer St., Longmont. Call 303-

776-0737 ext. 145 to register.
Sept. 16: 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
What to Do: when a relationship ends
seminar to help people understand
emotional and spiritual loss. The 10week course at St. Joseph Church,
3000 W. Mountain Ave., in Fort
Collins. Cost is $60 including materials. Call 970-482-4148 for details.
Sept. 18
Fulfill Life Skills: requirement in marriage preparation at Sacred Heart of
Mary, 6739 S. Boulder Road, Boulder.
Call 303-494-7572 to register.
Sept. 19- 20
Elder Training: a 22-week session to
explore potential of later years, facilitated by Sister Macrina Scott, OSF,
at Most Precious Blood Church, 2250
S. Harrison St., Denver. Call 303-7563083 for reservations.
Sept. 24
Marriage Preparation Retreat: offered at Church of the Risen Christ,
3060 S. Monaco Parkway, Denver.
Call Brian at 303-758-8826 to register.
Oct. 3-4.
Living Life To The Fullest: a singles
retreat led by Father Ken Leone at
Church of the Risen Christ, 3060 S.
Monaco Pkwy., Denver. Cost is $60.
Call Kim at 303-758-8826.
Oct. 10-11:
2008 Women’s Conference: sponsored by ENDOW and Office of
Evangelization And Catechesis to be
held at Denver Marriott City Center.
To register, call 303-715-3224.
Oct. 17-18
Loss Of A Child: self-help group
meets at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303431-5278
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Ladies Auxiliary: of Knights of
Columbus will hold annual trip to San
Luis. Cost is $35 which includes
transportation and lunch. Call 303669-9171.
Sept. 20
Magnificat Pilgrimage of Hope: twoday celebration of Catholic hope to
be held in Boston, Mass. Event will
liturgy and speakers. Call 914-5021846 for information.
Oct. 11-12

YOUTH
Challenge Girls Club: a Catholic leadership for 5th to 10th grade girls, will
begin this fall. Call 303-377-6470.

VOLUNTEERING/ASSISTANCE
Health Passport Links: at St. Anthony
Hospital assists seniors to assure
they receive all benefits they deserve: health insurance, housing and
utility bills. Call for information,
303-629-4996.
Applications Being Taken: for 2009
Formation Program sponsored by Lay
Mission-Helpers and Mission Doctors
Association. Missionaries are needed
in Africa, Latin America and the
Pacific Rim. Information and applications are available online at
www.LayMissionHelpers.org.

ENTERTAINMENT
Negotiate The Twists And Turns: of
the Corn Maze at Chatfield Reservoir.
Eight miles of pathways to be explored, sponsored by Denver Botanic
Gardens. Hours of operation and
cost found online, www.botanicgardeng.org.
Sept. 5- Oct. 26.
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Class of 2008 gifts alma mater with mural
Some 50 people gathered as
members of the Regis Jesuit High
School boys division class of 2008
revealed their class gift in a dedication and blessing ceremony held
outside the John Francis Regis
Chapel in the boys division building on the afternoon of Aug. 14. The

alumni decided to adorn a wall in
the school building with a mural of
their own interpretation of Da
Vinci’s “Last Supper.”
“We wanted to give something
back to the school that hadn’t been
done before; something that would
both add color to the building and

reflect the spirit of our class,” said
Josh Zielinski, who served as senior
class president and coordinated
the painting of the mural. “It was
nice to give something back to the
school that would reflect what we
gained there both artistically and
philosophically.”

REGIS boys
division alumni
painted a mural
for their alma
mater.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Tridentine Masses at the cathedral to commemorate anniversaries
BY ROXANNE KING

Two anniversaries related to the
Tridentine Mass, the Latin-language liturgy that was used before
Vatican II, will be observed with
special liturgies at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception on Sept. 14 and Nov. 9.
Everyone is invited to the
Masses, which are to be said in
Latin.
Last year, Pope Benedict XVI
released the apostolic letter
“Summorum Pontificum,” which
expanded use of the Tridentine
liturgy. The first anniversary of
that directive will be Sept. 14, the
feast of the Exaltation of the
Cross. The anniversary will be observed at 3 p.m. that day with a
solemn high Mass said by Father
James Jackson, a cleric of the
Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter.
Pope John Paul II established
the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter
in 1988 to provide the Tridentine
Mass to those who are attached
to it. This year will mark the fraternity’s 20th anniversary. That
milestone also will be commemorated at the September Mass.
“The second Mass is in thanksgiving to Archbishop (Charles)
Chaput, the chancery, and the
faithful of the Archdiocese of
Denver,” said Father Jackson, expressing gratitude for the archdiocese’s hospitality to the
Tridentine Mass community.

ANNIVERSARY
TRIDENTINE
MASSES
When: 3 p.m. Sept. 14 and
2:15 p.m. Nov. 9
Where: Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception,
Colfax Avenue and Logan
Street
Information: call 303-7038538 or visit
www.olmcfssp.org online

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

IN A TRIDENTINE Mass the celebrant faces liturgical east. Two
Tridentine Masses will be celebrated at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in upcoming months to commemorate anniversaries related to the pre-Vatican II Latin-language liturgy.
That Mass, set for 2:15 p.m.
Nov. 9, will be a solemn high pontifical Mass, which can only be
said by a bishop. Denver
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
will be the main celebrant of the
Mass, assisted by clergy of the
Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter.
“We’re a (clerical) society of
apostolic life,” explained Father
Jackson, speaking about the fraternity.
A society of apostolic life is
similar to a religious order in that
the priests live in community;

unlike an order, they do not make
religious vows. Outlining the hierarchy of religious orders, Father
Jackson said, “At the top you have
orders, then congregations, then
societies of apostolic life.”
Founded in Switzerland,
today the Priestly Fraternity of
St. Peter boasts 200 priests and
100 seminarians across the
world. Two FSSP priests minister in the Denver Archdiocese at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Latin
Mass Community in Littleton.
Father Jackson is chaplain of the

Pray
the
Rosary

church, which offers the
Tridentine Mass daily.
In addition to offering the
Tridentine liturgy, FSSP priests
can also provide other sacraments according to the liturgical
books of 1962.
“There are actually four books
at work,” Father Jackson said.
“The Roman Missal for the Mass;
the Roman Breviary, also called
the Divine Office or the Liturgy of
the Hours; the Roman Ritual, it’s
called the Book of Blessings; and
the fourth book is called the
Roman Pontifical, that’s got all
the stuff a bishop does, like confirmation and ordinations to the
priesthood.”
The two Tridentine liturgies to
be celebrated at the cathedral will
be historic, the priest said.
“The one in September will be
the first solemn high Mass said in
the cathedral in 40 years,” he said.
“The solemn high pontifical Mass
in November is also historic in that
it has been many years (here) since
a bishop has said that rite.”

Those who have never participated in a Tridentine liturgy
should be aware of some differences. First, the celebrant, like
the congregation, faces the altar.
In addition, the entire Mass is
said in Latin. (The congregation
follows along with a missal;
missals will be provided for the
cathedral celebrations.) Finally,
Communion is not received
while standing, nor is it placed
in one’s hand. Rather, the recipient kneels and receives on the
tongue.
Father Jackson emphasized
what Pope Benedict XVI made
clear when he expanded use of
the Tridentine liturgy.
“The pope made the distinction that there is one Roman rite
and it has two forms,” he said.
“One is the ordinary form—
called the Novus Ordo or New
Order Mass—that is the rite according to the 1970 Roman
Missal; then there’s the extraordinary form—called the Tridentine
Mass—which uses the 1962
Roman Missal.”
The priest stressed that the
two Tridentine Masses are being
celebrated at the cathedral to
honor the two anniversaries and
to accommodate more people
than his parish church can hold,
and in no way point to the addition of the Tridentine liturgy to
the cathedral’s standard Mass
schedule.
“We do not envision any regular celebration of the extraordinary form at the cathedral,”
Father Jackson said. “But we
would hope that perhaps on the
10th anniversary to come back
and do it again.”

