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POPE BENEDICT XVI greets pilgrims, including some seminarians, as he arrives to celebrate the final Mass of
World Youth Day at Royal Randwick Racecourse in Sydney, Australia, July 20. Read a story about Denver
World Youth Day pilgrims on Page 8.
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Marriage: The gift of
love and life
The encyclical "Humanae Vitae"
("Of Human Life") marks its 40th
anniversary July 25.
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AUTHOR INTERVIEW
ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.
With a prayerful heart, ask God:
Which is my road to heaven?
The archbishop’s column this week is condensed and adapted
from his Theology on Tap remarks to young adults in Sydney,
Australia, July 16.
No one can live a “half-way” Christianity. It never works.
Every double life inevitably self-destructs. So the question facing every Catholic young adult who is serious about his or her
faith is pretty straightforward: How are we going to live in this
world? How can we lead a Christian life in a secular age?
We can’t really answer that question until we get a few things
straight about what it means to be a Christian. And that means
first getting some things straight about Jesus Christ. One of the
by-products of our age is that we don’t really quite know what
to think about Jesus anymore.
A few years before he became Pope Benedict XVI, thenCardinal Joseph Ratzinger wrote something that is, unfortunately, very true. He wrote: “Today in broad circles, even among
believers, an image has prevailed of a Jesus who demands
nothing, never scolds, who accepts everyone and everything,
who no longer does anything but affirm us. . . . The figure is
transformed from the ‘Lord’ (a word that is avoided) into a man
who is nothing more than the advocate of all men.”
We all know people—friends or family members or both—who
think about Jesus in these terms. It’s hard to avoid. Our culture
has given Jesus a make-over. We’ve remade him in the image and
likeness of secular compassion. Today he’s not the Lord, the Son
of God, but more like an enlightened humanist nice guy.
The problem is this: If Jesus isn’t Lord, if he isn’t the Son of
God, then he can’t do anything for us. Then the Gospel is just
one more or less interesting philosophy of life. Therefore, if we
want to live as true disciples of Jesus Christ in a secular age, we
need to trust the Gospels, and we need to trust the Church that
gives us the Gospels. We need to truly believe that Jesus is the
Son of God and the son of Mary. True God and true man. The
One who holds the words of eternal life. If we aren’t committed
to that truth, then nothing else about the Catholic faith can
make any sense.
Jesus didn’t come down from heaven to tell us to go to church
on Sunday. He didn’t die on the cross and rise from the dead so
that we would pray more at home and be a little nicer to our
next-door neighbors. The one thing even non-believers can see
is that the Gospels aren’t compromise documents. Jesus wants
all of us. And not just on Sundays. He wants us to love God with
all our heart, all our soul, all our strength, and all our mind. He
wants us to love our neighbor as ourselves. That is, with a love
that’s consuming and total.
We need to take Christ at his word. We need to love him like our
lives depend on it. Right now. And without excuses. Remember
that man in Scripture who told Jesus: I’m ready to be your disciple, but first I need to plan my father’s funeral? The way Jesus responds is blunt and disturbing: “Leave the dead to bury their own
dead. Follow me and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Of course,
Jesus is not commanding disrespect for our parents. What he’s
saying is that there is no more urgent priority in our lives than following him and proclaiming his kingdom.
Being a follower of Jesus Christ can never be just one more
among many aspects of our daily life. Being a Christian is who
we are. Period. Being a Christian means our life has a mission.
It means striving every day to be a better follower, to become
more like Jesus in our thoughts and actions.
Blessed Charles de Foucauld once said that, “God calls all the
souls he has created to love him with their whole being. … But
he does not ask all souls to show their love by the same works,
to climb to heaven by the same ladder, to achieve goodness in
the same way. What sort of work, then must I do? Which is my
road to heaven?”
If we ask those questions with a determined and prayerful
heart, God will always listen, and respond.

Archbishop’s latest book explores the
In book prelate
describes what it
means to be a
faithful citizen

RENDER
UNTO CAESAR
Author: Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Publisher: Doubleday, 2008.
272 pp.

BY ROXANNE KING

Cost: $21.95

A new book by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
“Render Unto Caesar: Serving the
Nation by Living Our Catholic
Beliefs in Political Life,” will be
available in most major bookstores Aug. 12. He recently spoke
about the book with the Denver
Catholic Register.
Q: Why did you write “Render
Unto Caesar”?
A: Religious witness has always had a vigorous and positive role in American public life,
including the nation’s political
life. That’s what the Founders
intended, and that’s the way it
should be. That’s why I wrote
the book—to talk about the right
role of Catholic faith in
American public life.
Q: At the start of your book,
you cite two quotations, one by
French writer Charles Péguy
and one by the philosopher
Henri Bergson: “Freedom is a
system based on courage” and
“The motive power of democracy is love.” How do those ideas
frame your text?

Available: Aug. 12 at major
bookstores. It can be preordered at www.Amazon.com.

BOOK COVER to “Render Unto
Caesar” by Denver Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
A: Democracies need people
of moral conviction. John Paul
II said that, and so did George
Washington.
Free societies
thrive on public moral debate,
and they need a moral consensus to survive. They need to
stand for something. And that
“something” needs to be something more than the latest flat
screen television.
In other
words, genuinely free societies
need to be free for some principles of human rights and dignity, and some higher ideal of the
human person. A society of individuals based on freedom

from each other’s beliefs really
isn’t a society at all. It’s a collection of hustlers.
Given the religious roots of
the American experience, religion isn’t a “problem” for
American politics. It’s the opposite. Religious believers enrich
the democratic process by
bringing their moral convictions
to bear on political issues. That
takes courage, because acting
on one’s beliefs will always bother somebody, somewhere, and
create conflict. And in the face of
that conflict, only love—an unselfish commitment to the common good—makes courage possible. So Péguy and Bergson had
it right. Courage and love are really essential to a healthy democratic life.
Q: In the book you note that
“For Catholics, politics—the
pursuit of justice and the common good—is part of the histo-

Archdiocesan chancellor addresses
BY LARA MONTOYA

As the presidential election
draws ever nearer, Hispanic
Catholic leaders gathered at the
Denver Archdiocese’s Centro
San Juan Diego July 15 to discuss
their role as Catholics in society.
Centro offers family and pastoral services and outreach to
Spanish-speaking Catholics.
Highlight of the event was a
talk by archdiocesan Chancellor
Francis X. Maier on “Catholics
and Politics.”
“Catholic faith is always personal, but never private,” Maier
said.
Describing politics as the exercise of power, Maier said
Catholics are obligated to par-

ticipate in the public square because political power has moral
consequences.
As they take part in the upcoming election, Maier urged
the audience to “be Catholic
first” and to vote as Catholics.
“We have an obligation to follow our consciences but also to
form them,” Maier emphasized.
“That always involves a sincere
effort to learn the truth; that’s
why we never stop in trying to
understand the Scriptures and
what the Church teaches us.”
The Church is both Mother
and Teacher, explained Maier,
and through her we can have a
relationship with Jesus Christ.
The encyclical “Mater et
Magistra,” by Pope John XXIII,

holds two important lessons
about this, Maier said.
“The dignity of the individual
that we can’t take away is the
first one,” he said. “The other
one is the advancement of the
common good that is always
tied to the truth and to human
dignity.”
We live in a democratic country, he noted, and democracy is
founded on the basis of freedom.
“Real freedom is the ability to
see what is right and to have the
courage to do it,” declared
Maier. “Freedom is intimately
tied to the truth, consequently,
there is no real freedom when
the truth is denied.”
Maier
encouraged
the
Hispanic leaders to live their
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role of faith in the public square
ry of salvation.” Would you expand on that?
A: Politics involves the use of
power. How we use that power
has moral consequences. As
Catholic citizens, we have a
Gospel duty to work for justice
through our nation’s public policies. How we live our Catholic
faith in our political decisionmaking has implications both
for our nation’s moral health
and our own relationship with
God.
Q: One of your chapters is titled, “Men Without Chests.” You
write that the phrase from C.S
Lewis describes “people who
have many comforts but
no greatness of soul.” How does
that describe today’s American
Catholics?
A: I think it describes what
many of us could become if we
don’t remember who we are as
believers, why we’re here, and
how to live our Catholic faith authentically. American Catholics
still have a deep reservoir of
moral witness. But we live in a
culture that makes it easy to
dumb down our taste for God,
truth and real moral growth with
a menu of material success and
distractions. It’s easy to live a
life in our country today that’s
quite comfortable, but something less than human.
Q: What can be done about
the “crisis of faith” you

note
among
American
Catholics?
A: The most important thing
all of us as Catholics can do is to
step back and examine our lives
for consistency. If we claim to
be “Catholic,” what does that actually mean in our behaviors?
We can’t have it both ways. We
can’t live one way in church on
Sunday, and then ignore or conveniently amend our Catholic
faith the other six days of the
week. We need to choose. We
need to be honest. If we want to
live as Catholics, then we need
to give ourselves fully to what
the Gospel and the Church call
us to be—real disciples. If we
have that humility, will and desire, then God will provide the
rest.
Q: Describe what it means to
be a “faithful citizen.”
A: It means having our priorities in order. Our first obligation
is to God. Nothing is more important than that. Every other
duty in our life is enriched if
we’re first faithful to Him and his
Church. The greatest gift we can
give our nation is the moral witness of our faith—in our words,
our choices and our actions.
The more authentically we live
our Catholic faith, the more
truly we contribute to our country as faithful citizens.
Q: You explain what Christ’s
words, “render unto Caesar,”

mean. Can you share that here?
A: Christians owe respect and
appropriate obedience to secular authority, because that authority ultimately draws its legitimacy from God. But Caesar is
not God. Caesar’s authority is
limited. More to the point:
Secular law does not trump
God’s law. When a nation passes
bad laws, Christians have a duty
to work to change them. A nation’s political life is always an
expression of justice or injustice. Catholics need to respect
the dignity of other people who
have differing views, but that
never excuses Catholic silence
or inaction in the face of evil
public structures, policies or
laws.
Q: Is there anything you
would like to add?
A: Yes, vote. But pray and
challenge yourself about your
political choices first, guided by
your Catholic faith, because
each of us is accountable for the
course of our nation. Whether
we think of ourselves as
Democrats or Republicans or
members of some other—or
no—political party is not important. What’s vital is fighting
within our parties and public institutions to turn them toward
protecting and advancing the
sanctity of human life—from the
unborn to the elderly; from the
moment of conception to the
moment of natural death.

Hispanics on faith and politics
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FRANCIS X. MAIER

faith and to actively propose the
truth to others, rather than imposing it on them.
“It’s impossible to be a religious believer and not bring
your beliefs to your conversation,” he said. “We are cowards if
we don’t fight for what we believe.”
At the end of his address,
Maier noted the priorities one
should consider when approaching the upcoming election.
“Some issues are more urgent
than others, because some issues have a moral gravity that
gives them priority,” Maier said.
“For example, abortion is the
killing of a human life. So, to
vote for a candidate that sup-

ports abortion is a sin.”
Jenny Kraska, executive director of the Colorado Catholic
Conference, the public policy
arm of the Catholic community
in the state, spoke to the audience about her office’s Get Out
the Vote campaign, which aims
to encourage Catholics to participate in the November election. The campaign offers materials to parishes in both English
and Spanish, including a DVD
Kraska
showed,
“Faithful
Citizenship.”
Luis Soto, executive director
of Centro, urged the Hispanic
leaders to boldly share the
event’s message to take one’s
faith into the public square back
to their ministries and parishes.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
July 23: Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) Board of Trustees meeting, FOCUS headquarters, Northglenn (noon)
July 27: Mass, 40th anniversary, St. Martin de Porres Parish, Boulder (9 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)

NOTICE TO READERS
To be better stewards, the Denver Catholic Register is reorganizing its publication calendar and is reducing the
number of issues published annually from 50 to 44. Be aware that there will not be a Register published the weeks
of July 30 or Aug. 6. If you have questions, you are invited to contact the Communications Office at 303-715-3215.

Colorado bishops urge faithful
to ‘Get Out the Vote’
BY ROXANNE KING

In a new campaign, the Catholic
bishops of Colorado are urging the
faithful to “Get Out the Vote” this
election season.
The Get Out the Vote effort is a
project of the Colorado Catholic
Conference, the state-level, public
policy arm of the Catholic community. The campaign was announced during a luncheon for
clergy and lay parish representatives and teens June 25 at the
Denver West Marriott hotel.
“It’s key that we get people registered to vote,” Jenny Kraska, executive director of the Colorado
Catholic Conference, told the audience. “Colorado is expecting one of
the largest voter turnouts in its history this year and there is a great
number of Catholics who are not
registered to vote.”
The Get Out the Vote campaign
consists of materials available to
parishes and other Catholic groups
that explain what the Catholic
Church teaches about faithful citizenship and how to organize voter
registration drives.
A highlight of the campaign is a
locally
produced
“Faithful
Citizenship” DVD featuring Denver
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap., Pueblo Bishop Arthur Tafoya
and Colorado Springs Bishop
Michael Sheridan addressing why
it is vital to vote.
“The Catholic Church certainly
understands and also believes in
the separation of church and
state,” Archbishop Chaput says on
the DVD, “but that doesn’t mean
we believe in the separation of
faith and politics.
“Faith is what drives the thinking
of Catholics—of Christians—in
terms of their relationship with
God and also in terms of their relationship with their neighbor,” he
explains. “Because of that our political relationships, which are
about our relationship with our
neighbor, are informed by our
faith. So serious Catholics, whether
politicians or ordinary voters, have
an obligation, actually, to make
sure that faith informs their political decisions and their actions.”
Bishop Tafoya reminds the faithful of the importance of developing a rightly formed conscience,
one aligned with the truth and the
teachings of Christ and his Church.
“We Catholics are not one issue
voters, but neither do we Catholics
believe that every issue is of the
same moral weight or value,” notes
Bishop Sheridan. “All of the many
issues and rights about which we
are so rightfully concerned are
grounded in that fundamental
right, which our Declaration of
Independence calls ‘unalienable,’
and that is the right to life.”
Parishes should receive Get Out
the Vote resource packets, which
include the “Faithful Citizenship”
DVD in both English and Spanish,
by the end of July, Kraska said.
Other materials in the packets
include a poster, homily notes,

GET OUT THE
VOTE CAMPAIGN
What: Voter registration
campaign of the Colorado
Catholic Conference
Information: visit online
www.cccgotv.com; call 303894-8808; e-mail
jkraska@cocatholicconference.
org

suggested dates for voter registration drives, bulletin announcements and inserts, information on
Catholic social teaching and postcards to sign up for the Colorado
Catholic Conference’s Legislative
Network.
The
Colorado
Catholic
Conference is also dedicating a
special Web page, www.cccgotv.
com, to the Get Out the Vote campaign where all the materials, including the DVD and additional resources such as Power Point presentations and Web links can be
found, Kraska said.
“We really want to make this
campaign as user friendly as possible for everyone,” she said.
The “Faithful Citizenship” DVD
will also be available on the
Internet sites YouTube and
Facebook, Kraska said.
“Those are a good way to reach a
younger audience,” she explained.
Kraska is available to offer voter
registration drive training, she said.
She can be contacted at 303-8948808 or jkraska@cocatholicconference.org.
“No matter how much we might
be disenfranchised with any political party,” Kraska said, “as the archbishop mentions in his new book
the answer is never to not participate—to not vote. We must be
steadfast in getting out and changing our culture any way we can and
we all have an important opportunity to do that by encouraging people to vote this year.
“If we’re not exercising our right
to vote,” she added, “then we’re not
going to be able to transform our
society.”
Archbishop Chaput offered the
luncheon crowd some final
thoughts.
“We’re not partisans,” he emphasized. “You can be a good
Democrat and be a Catholic or a
good Republican and be a
Catholic. You can also be a bad
Catholic and be a Democrat or a
Republican. God doesn’t want that.
He wants us to be faithful to our
principles.
“Let’s get out the vote of our
Catholic people,” he urged. “Let’s
help them understand their dignity as voters and their responsibility
for their sisters and brothers—that
it’s important for them to be informed about the issues. That’s
what we’re about; we’re about involvement and information so
people can make really good decisions.”
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Converting England—and us
In 1850, Cardinal Nicholas Wiseman wrote his fellow-Englishmen
from Rome, announcing that Pius IX had restored the diocesan hierarchy in England and that he, Wiseman, would be cardinal archbishop of Westminster. “From Out the Flaminian Gate,” a pastoral letter
longer on baroque rhetoric than ecumenical diplomacy, caused a
perfect storm in Protestant England. Queen Victoria wondered
whether she remained the sovereign. Lord John Russell, the prime
minister, said he would rely on the good sense of the English people,
who “looked with contempt on the mummeries of superstition.” The
Anglican archbishop of York warned that Rome was plotting
Anglicanism’s “captivity and ruin.”
As things turned out, Anglicanism proved quite capable of arranging its own sad ruin. Today, Catholics (their ranks bolstered by a substantial number of Polish immigrants) are the largest number of
Christian churchgoers in England. The Church of England is the
Christian community to which most Englishmen know that they, and
their parents and grandparents, once belonged. England’s cause, and
Anglicanism’s, are no longer thought to be the same.
Which was once the case, and for centuries. At the level of national
mythology, modern state-building in 16th century England had a
premier Catholic villain: the Spanish bogeyman, Philip II, with his
Armada. Perhaps more importantly in ordinary people’s lives, the formation of the modern state in Tudor England went hand-in(mailed)-glove with the state-sponsored and state-enforced demolition of traditional Catholic piety in favor of Protestant doctrine and
practice, in what historian Eamon Duffy dubbed “the stripping of
the altars.” By 1688, with the staunchly Protestant William and Mary
enthroned and James II in exile, to be an English patriot was to be
Protestant. Catholicism was dangerously “other.”
That the storm of controversy Nicholas Wiseman caused in 1850 is
inconceivable now—that contemporary calls for England’s conversion would likely meet yawns rather than outrage—says a lot about
the land that once produced such great Christian allegorists as John
Bunyan, John Milton, and C.S. Lewis. “English = Protestant” has been
replaced by a new equation: “English = Multiculturally P.C.” Evensong
is still sung superbly in King’s College chapel, Cambridge; but the
psalms and canticles echo amidst the real absence. Bunyan’s Pilgrim
has come to an even deeper slough: not of despond, but of spiritual
apathy and boredom.
Into that slough now rides Father Aidan Nichols, the distinguished
English Dominican theologian. His small book, The Realm: An
Unfashionable Essay on the Conversion of England, makes a bold
claim about the past and a bold wager about the future: “England is
in fact inseparable from Catholicism, unimaginable without it.”
Moreover, Father Nichols argues, to preach, teach, propose, and invite the conversion of England is not bad manners, but true courtesy.
Replying to a BBC interviewer who fretted that England’s return to
the Catholic orbit would violate contemporary ecumenical and multiculturalist sensibilities, Nichols responded in a tone that might have
commended itself to Cardinal Wiseman, before he put pen to parchment outside the Flaminian Gate:
“...if Catholic Christianity conveys in human form the divine revelation which is the greatest truth, goodness, and beauty man can
know, then all the elements of truth, goodness, and beauty in the
theory and practice of other forms of Christianity and indeed in
other faith traditions would attain their crown in this [Catholic] context, would come to their intended fulfillment.”
Father Nichols’ description of the cultural challenges of the New
Evangelization after Vatican II rings true far beyond Land’s End: our
problem today is less the new atheism than the new apathy, an apathy that has grown exponentially amidst uninteresting and soggy
Christianity, material wealth, and the decline of any public consensus that some things are, simply, true. Like those who will read him
with appreciation here in the former colonies, Father Nichols also
recognizes that the challenge of spiritual boredom in post-Christian
culture cannot be met by Catholic Lite. It can only be met, and the
21st century world converted, by Catholicism in full.
On that, Aidan Nichols and Nicholas Wiseman would be fully
agreed.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

July 27: 17th
Ordinary Time

Sunday

in

Scripture readings:
• 1 Kings 3:5; 7-12
• Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127130
• Romans 8:28-30
• Matthew 13:44-52
Theme: Priceless treasure.
What is the “kingdom of heaven” that Jesus kept talking
about? When interrogated by
Pilate he said, “My kingdom is
not of this world” (Jn 18:36); and
yet he taught his disciples to
pray, “Thy kingdom come … on
earth as it is in heaven.” In this
week’s first reading King
Solomon wisely understood that
for all his worldly power and influence, he was helpless without
God. Only when his rule was
subordinate to the will of God,
could he be a good king.
Solomon desired wisdom rather
than riches and God blessed
him with both. Echoing the first
reading, the psalm expresses a
profound love for God’s word,

which is “more precious than
thousands of gold and silver
pieces.” In this week’s Gospel
reading Jesus employs several
parables to illustrate how the
kingdom of heaven, precious
beyond measure, is in the world
but not of the world. Like a
buried treasure or a ‘pearl of
great price’ the kingdom of
heaven is the supreme value
that gives meaning to everything else. “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” Jesus said, “and everything else will be given you besides” (Mt 6:36).
Key verse: “The law of your
mouth is to me more precious
than thousands of gold and silver pieces” (Ps 119:72).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Jesus’ invitation to
enter his kingdom comes in the
form of parables, a characteristic feature of his teaching.
Through his parables he invites
people to the feast of the kingdom, but he also asks for a radical choice: to gain the kingdom,
one must give everything. Words
are not enough; deeds are required” (No. 546).
Pope Benedict XVI: “As the
nation faces the increasingly

complex political and ethical issues of our time, I am confident
that the American people will
find in their religious beliefs a
precious source of insight and
an inspiration to pursue reasoned, responsible and respectful dialogue in the effort to build
a more humane and free society” (Address at the White House,
April 16).
Application: America is a
large and prosperous nation,
but there are some things
money can’t buy. More precious
than wealth, fame or power is
the truth that comes from God.
The Church is the custodian of
this priceless treasure. A truly
free and just society must be
built on a strong moral foundation, and truth is the basis of
morality. Relativize truth, and
morality decays. When morality
decays, freedom and justice fade
away. A democracy without values, Pope Benedict said, can
lose its soul: “Religion and
morality represent ‘indispensable supports’ of political prosperity.” As Archbishop Chaput
has often said, “We’re better citizens when we’re more faithful
Catholics.” And we’re more
faithful Catholics when we put
into practice the precious truth
of our religious beliefs.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

BRIEF

Definitions needed

HIV/AIDS, Hep C
retreat set Aug.
26 in Sedalia

Please explain in a Denver
Catholic Register article the term
“moderator of the curia.” And
does “O.F.M. Cap.” mean “office”
or “ordained” Friars Minor?
Colette Gonzales
Greeley
Editor’s note: “Curia” is the
term the Catholic Church uses
to refer to its administrative
body. At the local level, the
“moderator of the curia” directs and coordinates the operations of the diocese’s administrative body. Msgr.
Thomas Fryar is moderator of
the curia for the Denver
Archdiocese. The initials
“O.F.M. Cap.” stand for Order
of Friars Minor Capuchin, also
known as the Capuchin
Franciscans or simply

Capuchins. Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput is a priest
of the Capuchin Franciscan
order.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than
250 words and should include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to
the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to
303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

THE SAINTS: ST. BRIDGET OF SWEDEN
1303 - 1373
Feast – July
23
Born an
aristocrat,
Birgitta at
age 14
married Ulf
Gudmarsson
and bore
eight children. She was principal
lady-in-waiting to the Swedish

queen, and after her husband’s
death in 1344 lived as a
penitent. The visions she had
been having since childhood
became more frequent, and she
founded the Order of the Most
Holy Savior, or Brigittines, to
reform monastic life and
promote devotion to Christ’s
passion. The mother of St.
Katherine of Vadstena, Bridget
died in Rome after a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land.
© 2008 CNS

“Christ our Hope,” a retreat for
those affected or living with
HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C will be
held next month at the Sacred
Heart Jesuit Retreat House in
Sedalia.
The three-day retreat will be a
time to be with God and friends
as well as a time for acceptance,
reflection
and
healing.
Schedule of events includes
prayer and Eucharist, a reconciliation service, discussion and
guest speakers.
The retreat team will consist of
Jesuit Father Dick Dunphy, who
has counseled people living with
and affected by HIV as well as
those who have become chemically dependent; Margaret
Wheeler, educator and spiritual
director at the Kino Institute in
Phoenix and Manresa Jesuit
Retreat House; and Al Hooper,
director of the HIV/AIDS and
Hep C ministry through the
Social Ministry Office of the
Denver Archdiocese.
The retreat is set for Sept. 5-7.
Registration deadline is Aug. 26.
The retreat house is located 1.5
miles west of Sedalia at 4801 N.
Highway 67. For registration information, call 303-715-3171 or
e-mail, Betsy.buettgenbach@
archden.org.
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b. Tomb of Santiago de
Compostella;
c. Fatima in Portugal.

During the
Reformation, Sweden
officially turned to
which faith?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

a. 1860;
9. Despite this promising
beginning, during the
Reformation, Sweden officially
turned to this faith:

a. Protestant;
b. Muslim;
c. sinful.

10. In fact, this (Question 9) was
the State religion until this year:
b. 1960;
c. 2000.
11. In the 17th century, Swedes
were shocked when this
sovereign deserted that Church
(Question 9) and the throne to
become a Catholic:

2. But before the 1500s it was
staunchly:

a. Dagmar the Countess of
Telemark;

a. Orthodox;

b. Queen Christina of Sweden;

b. Calvinist;

c. Johanna of Arcus.

c. Catholic.
3. As with most northern nations
that went for the Reformation
faiths, Sweden had historically
never been part of this:
a. the Catholic Church;
b. the Roman Empire;
c. the Holy Roman Empire.
4. St. Brigit (or Birgitta) was
born to a well connected and
rich family. In addition her
relative Ingrid was a:
a. queen;

12. One of the oddities of this
conversion was that this, her
personal possession as head of
state, passed almost completely
into the hands of the Vatican:
a. the Swedish National Library;
b. the Swedish Army;
c. the regalia of the Bishops of
Upsalla.
13. Sweden had a tendency in
recent conflicts to adopt this
policy, coincidentally the same
one employed by the Vatican:

b. saint;

a. Siding with their
coreligionists;

c. survivor of the Pomeranian
war.

b. Remaining strictly neutral,
though with an army ;

5. Unlike most saints in history,
Bridget was:
a. uneducated;
b. an atheist;
c. married.
6. Again, very different from
most saints, Brigit had eight of
these:
a. children;
b. allocations;
c. churches named after her.
7. One of these was also:
a. a saint;
b. recorded by her scribe
Oxstenhuis;
c. a cathedral.
8. Brigit made a pilgrimage to
this shrine, the most popular
destination for many centuries:
a. the Chapel of the Holy Rollers;

c. Never, though Pope Benedict
hopes to visit there in 2009.

b. Calvinism;

a. 1860;
1. Some might find it odd that a
saint is associated with Sweden,
because the country is now
overwhelmingly:

b. 1983;

a. Lutheranism;
c. Moravianism.

Today, the Church remembers
St. Bridget of Sweden (July 23),
as does this quiz.

14. Sweden and the Vatican
reestablished diplomatic
relations in:

c. Pacifism, having disbanded all
its armed forces.

ANSWERS: 1.a, 2.c, 3.b, 4.b, 5.c,
6.a, 7.a, 8.b, 9.a, 10.c, 11.b, 12.a,
13.b, 14.b

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
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Former hostage makes pilgrimage to Lourdes Pope apologizes to Australians
for ‘betrayal’ of clergy sex abuse

LOURDES, France (CNS)—
Accompanied by her mother, sister
and
children,
former
Colombian presidential candidate
Ingrid Betancourt made a pilgrimage to the Sanctuaries of Our Lady
of Lourdes less than two weeks
after she was freed from years in
captivity. French TV showed the
46-year-old walking July 12 to the
Marian grotto at the shrine in the
French Pyrenees. Surrounded by
police and pilgrims, she was greeted by Bishop Jacques Perrier of

CNS PHOTO/LAURENT DARD, REUTERS

FREED French-Colombian hostage
Ingrid Betancourt, right, and her
mother Yolanda Pulecio.
Tarbes and Lourdes. The Catholic
politician prayed before a crowd of

thousands in thanksgiving for her
life and freedom. Betancourt was
abducted in 2002 by the rebel
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, or FARC, while she was
running for president. On July 2,
the Colombian army staged a
bloodless military operation and
liberated Betancourt and 14 others. “Take care of those who are left
behind me,” Betancourt said, referring to the estimated 700
hostages still held in Colombia.
“They need your strength, your
hope and your life.” Speaking earlier to journalists in Paris, the politician said she had “tried to maintain dignity” by meditating and
praying, despite being bound and
beaten by her captors. She added
that she hoped to travel to Rome in
August to meet Pope Benedict XVI,
who had made several appeals for
her release. “I know I talk with God
and God replies—people prefer to
speak about the force of circumstances, rather than miracles, but I
think miracles happen to everyone
all the time,” said the ex-hostage,
who also holds French citizenship.
“I have to do two things: forget and
find spiritual peace, and be able to
forgive. When I do this, I’ll also
have to recall my memories. But
perhaps, in time, these won’t be so
painful.”

SYDNEY, Australia (CNS)—
Pope Benedict XVI said he was
“deeply sorry for the pain and
suffering” endured by Australian
victims of clerical sexual abuse.
Describing the abuse as “so
grave a betrayal of trust,” he said
it deserves “unequivocal condemnation.”
Pope Benedict offered the apology July 19 during a Mass in St.
Mary’s Cathedral with Australia’s
bishops and representatives of
the country’s priests, religious,
seminarians and novices.
During the Mass, the pope
consecrated the Sydney cathedral’s new altar, slathering it
with oil and censing it before it
was covered with a white cloth
and adorned with candles and a
crucifix for the Liturgy of the
Eucharist.
In his homily, Pope Benedict
used the new altar as a symbol of
the renewed dedication to
Christ and the Church that he
said he hoped was under way by
Australia’s Catholic community
and by each of its members, especially priests and religious.
In his homily, Pope Benedict
said he wanted “to pause to acknowledge the shame which we
have all felt as a result of the sexual abuse of minors by some clergy
and religious in this country.”
And, in an addition to his prepared text, he said, “I am deeply
sorry for the pain and suffering
the victims have endured, and I
assure them that as their pastor,
I, too, share in their suffering.”
“These misdeeds, which constitute so grave a betrayal of

trust, deserve unequivocal condemnation,” the pope said.
“They have caused great pain
and have damaged the Church’s
witness.”
Pope Benedict asked the
priests and religious to cooperate with the bishops “in combating this evil” by implementing
programs designed to protect
children, screen Church employees and volunteers and to
ensure that those who have
abused children are never given
another opportunity to do so.
“Victims should receive compassion and care, and those responsible for these evils must be
brought to justice,” the pope said.
After the pope went to the
United States in April, where he
met with victims of clerical sex
abuse and repeatedly spoke of
the Church’s sorrow and shame
over the cases and over its failure to protect all children,
Australian victims and some
bishops began publicly expressing the hope he would do the
same during his July 13-21 stay
in their country.
On the flight from Rome to
Australia, the pope said he
would speak about the problem
in Sydney because “being a
priest is incompatible with this
behavior,” which has shaken the
Church in Australia as it has in
the United States.
Before leaving Australia, in addition to his public apology at
the July 19 Mass, the pope met
privately with a representative
group of victims and celebrated
Mass with them.
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PILGRIMS from Spain cheer after hearing the pope announce
Madrid as the host city of World Youth Day 2011.

Pope tells young people
power of Holy Spirit can
transform the world
BY CINDY WOODEN

SYDNEY, Australia (CNS)—With
prayer and openness, young people can receive the power of the
Holy Spirit and transform the
world, Pope Benedict XVI told participants at World Youth Day.
“Do not be afraid to say ‘yes’ to
Jesus, to find your joy in doing his
will, giving yourself completely to
the pursuit of holiness,” the pope
told them July 20 as he celebrated
the Mass closing the six-day
youth gathering.
Some 350,000 people attended
the morning Mass at Royal
Randwick Racecourse and, police
said, more than half of them had
braved the cold and spent the
night camping out at the track. The
campout followed the traditional
World Youth Day nighttime vigil.
Fulfilling another World Youth
Day tradition, Pope Benedict announced at the end of the July 20
Mass that the next World Youth
Day would be held in Madrid,
Spain, in 2011.
At the July 19 vigil, the pope said
that understanding the Holy Spirit,
“the neglected person of the
Blessed Trinity,” is not easy. But, he
said, the Spirit’s power to strengthen and to unify people in love is as
real as the Spirit’s bond of unity
and love with the Father and the
Son. And when Christians are filled
with the Holy Spirit they can bring
“the hope of peace, healing and
harmony” to situations of conflict,
suffering and tension, he said.
Pope Benedict told the young
people at the vigil that he knows
many of them have been or will be
tempted to drift away from their
faith, but being true to oneself
means being true to the God who
created each person.
“God is with us in the reality of
life, not the fantasy,” he said. “It is
embrace, not escape that we seek.”
At the vigil, which began with
the pope lighting a torch carried
by a young indigenous woman
and ended with eucharistic adoration, the pope told the young
people to open themselves to the
energy of God’s love.

“In accepting the power of the
Holy Spirit you, too, can transform your families, communities
and nations,” he said.
During the vigil, 24 young people from nine countries were introduced to the crowd; they were the
24 people who received the sacrament of confirmation from the
pope during the July 20 Mass.
At the Mass, the pope prayed
that the World Youth Day experience would be a new Pentecost
for all the participants, marking a
new outpouring of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit.
Pope Benedict said that the Holy
Spirit, the spirit of God’s love, “can
only unleash its power when it is
allowed to change us from within.”
The world needs the transforming power of the Holy Spirit,
the pope said.
“In so many of our societies,
side by side with material prosperity, a spiritual desert is spreading: an interior emptiness, an unnamed fear, a quiet sense of despair,” the pope said.
But the Gospel message of salvation reveals how each person was
created in God’s image and made
for love, he said, a love which “is
not greedy or self-seeking, but
pure, faithful and genuinely free,
open to others, respectful of their
dignity, seeking their good, radiating joy and beauty.”
Reciting the Angelus at the end
of Mass, Pope Benedict urged the
young people to look at how Mary
was filled with the Spirit, how she
willingly cooperated with the
Spirit’s action in her life.
For Mary and for most people,
living out a “yes” to God or to another person requires a constant
commitment, a willingness to stay
faithful despite struggles, pain and
fear, he said.
In his final words to the pilgrims,
the pope said, “Dear young people,
we, too, must remain faithful to the
‘yes’ that we have given to the
Lord’s offer of friendship. We know
that he will never abandon us. We
know that he will always sustain us
through the gifts of the Spirit.”
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Denver World Youth Day pilgrims
arrive in Sydney singing

BRIEF

Marian Day for teen girls
The Little Sisters of the Poor
will sponsor a “Marian Day” for
teenage girls from 10:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Aug. 9. The program
will feature guest speaker
Elizabeth Wisniewski, recipient
of the 2008 Julia Greeley Award
given by ENDOW (Educating on
the Nature and Dignity of
Women).
The day will include Mass,
lunch with the speaker, a pres-

entation on the dignity of
women, and discussion with
questions and answers. It will
conclude with a rosary walk in
the garden.
There is no fee for the program,
which will be held at the Little
Sisters of the Poor, Mullen Home,
3629 W. 29th Ave. in Denver. To
register, e-mail vcdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org or call Sister
Carolyn at 303-594-7420.

OUTSIDE
the Pearl
Harbor
memorial
in Oahu,
Hawaii,
Catherine
Waymel of
St. Louis
Parish in
Englewood
sings during morning prayer
with her
World
Youth Day
group.
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BY ELIZABETH M. DELINE

SYDNEY, Australia—As the second largest group of World Youth
Day pilgrims from Denver walked
out of customs at Sydney
International Airport on July 16
they immediately began singing.
The
94
youths
from
Neocatechumenal Way communities in the Denver Archdiocese,
were greeted by other pilgrims
from different parts of the world,
who were playing instruments and
holding signs. Forming a large circle around a handful of guitars, a
couple tambourines and at least
one drum, they undoubtedly confirmed to every other traveler and
airport employee that WYD 2008
had indeed begun and that the pilgrims were ready to meet the pope
in the land “down under.”
The Denver pilgrimage started
July11 at Denver International
Airport where youths boarded
planes heading for Hawaii via Los
Angeles. They enjoyed three days
on the islands, which were packed
full with morning and evening
prayers, daily Mass, street evangelization, Gospels read on the bus, a
visit to Pearl Harbor, and even a
Luau.
“God brought you to Hawaii to
announce to the people that there
exists a real paradise, which is
heaven,” Father Adrian Cristobal, a
priest from Guam and one of the
leaders of the group, told the pilgrims.
He reminded them that although the natural beauty of
Hawaii is just that, a paradise, it is
also a place where people come to
hide their problems and it can
even be a serious cause of downfall, manifested primarily in the
high rates of suicide and prostitution.
No iPods, mp3 players or cell
phones were allowed on the pilgrimage.
“If Jesus Christ wants to meet
you how can he come if you are not
listening?” Father Cristobal asked
the youths, who were sitting beside
palm trees and tropical bushes.
The group attended a presentation on the life of Blessed Damien
of Molokai given by a native

Hawaiian and parish priest from
St. Anne’s Parish in Oahu. They
also visited the memorial at Pearl
Harbor. Most of the young pilgrims
were touched as they shared later
on, not only by the strength of
Blessed Damien in his ministry to
the downcast lepers but also by the
model of selfless courage that was
so evident when remembering the
young men and women who lost
their lives in the tragedy of Pearl
Harbor.
“Those men didn’t know they
were going to die when they went
to bed the night before the attack,”
Leanne Gechter, a young pilgrim
from St. Louis Parish in
Englewood, noted pensively. “And I
guess, neither do I. There’s no
guarantee on my life.”
Oscar Rene Solis, 17, from St.
Thomas
More
Parish
in
Centennial, agreed, saying he felt
the urge to pass “from living an immature life” to one in which he had
a real relationship with Jesus
Christ.
A solemn mood of prayer was
present during each Mass the pilgrims celebrated, whether it was
held under sprawling palm trees
on the beach in Oahu or at a local
Catholic church. And when the
group sang the psalm, offertory
and Communion hymns, it was
clear they were putting their hearts
into it.
On July 13, the group went to the
largest shopping mall on the big island, where in groups of two they
gave witness to the love of Jesus
Christ they have experienced in
their own lives. Later, the pilgrims
continued doing streets missions
in Sydney’s local districts and also
paid visits to St. Mary’s Cathedral
as well as the largest synagogue in
the downtown area.
Nearing the climax of the pilgrimage, the youths’ eager anticipation to be with Pope Benedict
XVI at the Vigil and July 20 Mass
was palpable.
Read about the Denver pilgrims’
experience at the World Youth Day
Vigil and Mass with Pope Benedict
XVI online at archden.org or in the
Aug.13 issue of the Denver Catholic
Register.
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School bids farewell to principal
May 21 was a day of recalling
fond memories as some 400 students, alumni, parents, faculty and
staff of Holy Family High School in
Broomfield bid Franciscan Sister
Mary Rose Lieb farewell.
After 18 years as principal of the
school, Sister Mary Rose is returning to her congregation in Joliet, Ill.
She has been elected general superior president of the Joliet
Franciscans.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

YOUNGSTERS attend Mass at St. Vincent de Paul Church as part
of the summer faith program Totus Tuus.

Students renew interest in faith
through summer program Totus Tuus
BY JOHN GLEASON

Last week St. Vincent de Paul
Church played host to more than
170 students from across the
Archdiocese of Denver who came
to participate in Totus Tuus, the
youth orientated Catholic catechetical program that promotes
Catholic faith including virtues,
sacraments and the rosary.
The week-long program, which
is offered throughout the summer at different parishes, consists
of team leaders who share the
richness of Catholic faith with the
children. The program is offered
in two tracks, one geared for
grade school children the other
for high school students. Jose
Gonzales is the coordinator for
Totus Tuus for the archdiocese.
He said the program is designed
to give students a perspective of
the faith that is young, vibrant
and full of energy.
“The kids get exposed to great
doctrine, great catechesis,” he
said, “and it’s all backed up with
living witness. They see it’s possible to bring their faith alive and
make it more tangible.”
Totus Tuus, Latin for “totally
yours” was the episcopal motto of
Pope John Paul II. The program
began in Wichita, Kan., and now
has a presence in 16 separate dioceses. The mission consists of a
mixture of fun activities like song
and games accompanied by traditional classroom time and solid
catechesis. Gonzales said it’s this
mixture that gets the kids so involved.
“The fun songs and crazy skits
they do get hold of the children’s
attention,” he said. “And their attention continues in the classroom. They really want to participate.”
The team leaders will arrive at a
parish on Saturday evening and
speak to all weekend Masses. The
high school program begins
Sunday night and runs through
Thursday. The grade school begins Monday morning and goes
through Friday. At the end of the
week, the team packs up and
moves onto the next city, repeating the process all summer, traveling all over the Archdiocese of

Denver and several parishes in
the Diocese of Colorado Springs.
Elise Harris is the team leader
for the group at St. Vincent de
Paul. Now in her second year
teaching the program, she was introduced to Totus Tuus by her
mother. Not sure what to expect,
Harris went and now can’t imagine life without it.
“I went with my friends and
found the experience awesome,”
she said. “It reconnected me with
my faith. I went back the next
year and eventually got into the
teaching.”
Harris said that each morning
begins with a song then talk
about the plans for the day. Other
activities include classroom activity, Mass, lunch and recess before returning to the class. The
teachers also perform skits for the
children in the afternoon in
what’s called Totus Tuus Theatre,
according to Harris.
“Today it’s a story about beans,”
she said. “The kids had a real
good time with that one.”
For 7-year-old Jake Flynn, this is
his second time attending Totus
Tuus. He said he really enjoyed the
skit, but said there are other things
he likes about the program.
“We have fun but we learn a lot
too,” he said. “We’ve watched
movies about God, talked about
Mary and on Friday, they say
we’re going to have a water fight.”
Sarah Tartell, 7, is also attending her second summer at Totus
Tuus. She thinks that the program is something that all her
friends would like.
“It would be good for them,”
she said. “Every day is different.
This morning we talked about the
disciples and how they helped
Jesus. I think I’ll probably come
back next year.”
Harris admitted that the teachers often get as much out of the
days’ events as the students do.
“Both students and teacher
have a great time,” she said. “We
don’t always get to see the fruits of
our teaching, but feedback from
the parents has been very positive. They tell us of their kids
praying and showing a renewed
interest in going to Mass. It gives
you a good feeling really.”

“I am really excited,” Sister Mary
Rose said, “but I can’t imagine
leaving this community.”
Sister Mary Rose started as principal 1990, leading a faculty and
staff of 21 and a student body of
225. As she departs, she leaves the
school with 584 students and a faculty and staff of 65.
She was instrumental in moving
the school from its northwest
Denver site to its Broomfield cam-

pus and she implemented many
new programs, including the
Kairos retreat, which has been
popular with seniors.
Also leaving is Sister Peggy
Quinn, director of campus ministry, who will be spirituality councilor of the Joliet Franciscans.
“We have been blessed and
spoiled with our principal and
spiritual leader and with Sister
Peggy as our spiritual guide,” said
Assistant Principal Mike Gabriel.
“Both will be dearly missed.”
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Fatima Parish to
observe 50 years

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

OUR LADY of Fatima Church.
SPECIAL TO DENVER
CATHOLIC REGISTER

Our Lady of Fatima Parish in
Lakewood will kick off their 50th
anniversary with a week-long series of events, beginning with a
commemorative Mass on Aug. 10,
celebrated by Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Concelebrants will include
Bishop R. Walker Nickless of the
Diocese of Sioux City, who is a former pastor of the parish, and current pastor Father Jeff Wilborn.
Other events that week will include a sacred music concert, a
community rosary, and a clergy
luncheon. A parish dinner will be
held Aug. 15. The festivities will
close with an alumni Mass on Aug.
16 at 5 p.m. followed by a school
open house.
On Aug. 13, 1958, Archbishop
Urban J. Vehr established the
parish, selecting Father Robert
Syrianey as founding pastor. The
parish consisted of 250 families.
Daily Masses, weddings and baptisms were conducted in Father
Syrianey’s carport, which also
served as a chapel, while Sunday
Masses were held in the Lakewood
High School auditorium.
Construction on the original
church began in 1959 and Father
Syrianey celebrated the first Mass
in this new building on June 26,
1960. The original rectory was converted into a convent for Benet Hill
Benedictine Sisters, who started
the parish school in 1964.
The next pastor, Msgr. Harley
Schmidt, saw the parish population grow to 1,800 families and on
Aug. 13, 1978, Archbishop James V.
Casey dedicated a new church on
the parish’s 20th anniversary. A
parish center and new rectory were
added in 1988.
Father Melvin Thompson was
named pastor in 1989 and while
under his 12-year tenure, the
parish grew to more than 2,300
families. Msgr. R. Walker Nickless
succeeded Father Thompson as
pastor in 2001. He oversaw many

See Fatima, Page 11
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Nativity of Our Lord Parish celebrates 50th anniversary Fatima
BY DONNA JORGENSON
FARRELL

Parishioners and staff at Nativity
of Our Lord Church in Broomfield
join Father Edward Hoffmann,
pastor, inviting former parishioners, pastors, associate pastors
and staff members to the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
parish on Sunday, Aug. 24.
The 11:30 Mass that morning,
celebrated by Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will be immediately followed by a reception
featuring a display of the history of
the parish, which has been a fiveyear project of the Women’s Guild.
The church is located at 900 W.
Midway Blvd.
An annual Ice Cream Social will
follow at 3 p.m. in North Midway
Park, just west of the church. In
addition to the expected ice
cream, there will be food, games
and entertainment.
Founding pastor Father George
Weibel celebrated the first Mass for
the parish on Sept. 7, 1958, in the
basement of the Empire Savings
branch, which was located a few
blocks west of the church’s current
location. Father Weibel is retired
and lives at Windsor Gardens in
Denver. The late Father Arthur
Dresen succeeded Father Weibel
as pastor from 1969 to 1978.
The church building and adjacent school have undergone several renovations and expansions,
including a remodeling in the
mid-1980s, which relocated the
altar and placed the pews in a
semi-circle facing it.
In 1988, a fire damaged the
altar area and destroyed one of
the new stained-glass windows
dedicated to the Blessed Mother.
Father William P. Murphy, who
was the pastor from 1978 to 1989,
directed the repairs and, through
the generosity of parishioners to
an extra collection, the pews were
also replaced at that time. Father
Murphy became the rector of the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception follow-

Nativity of Our Lord School,
which was opened for grades
three through eight in 1963 by the
Sisters of Mercy, is attempting to
locate former students. Alumni
can contact the school at nativityoffice@nativityschoolbroomfield.org with their current information.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ing his tenure at Nativity. He died
in 2004.
Under Father Dennis K. Ryan,
who followed Father Murphy as
pastor, the parish doubled the
size of the school and built the
current sanctuary with the altar
in the middle, surrounded by
pews. Father Ryan is retired and
lives in Frisco.
Father John D. McCormick became pastor when Father Ryan
was transferred to Fort Collins in
2001. “Father Mac” died in
December 2006. His successor is
the current pastor, Father
Hoffmann.

NATIVITY of Our Lord Parish,
900 W. Midway Blvd. in
Broomfield, is observing its 50th
anniversary with a celebration
on Aug. 24.

From Page 10

needed improvements to the
school and helped launch a capital
campaign to make improvements
to the parish campus. When Msgr.
Nickless was elevated to the episcopacy, Father Wilborn became the
pastor. The Bishop R. Walker
Nickless Adoration Chapel was
dedicated in October 2005.
The church is located at 1985
Miller St. Reservations are required for some events. For more
information, visit the parish Web
site at fatimalakewood.com, or
call 303-233-6236.
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Local leaders express joy at final approval of Neocatechumenal Way Statutes
BY ROXANNE KING

Rose Mary and Don McLeod,
along with a seminarian and a
priest, make up the team responsible for the Neocatechumenal
Way in Colorado. The Way offers
parish-based spiritual formation
that aims to bring Catholics to
mature faith. The Denver
Archdiocese is home to 34
Neocatechumenal Way communities with a total 700 members.
The Pueblo and Colorado Springs
dioceses each have one Way community. The McLeods spoke with
the Denver Catholic Register last
week about the June 13 Vatican
decree giving final approval to the
statutes
(rule)
of
the
Neocatechumenal Way. Unless
otherwise indicated, answers
below are from Rose Mary.
Q: What should people know
about the new statutes?
A: That there are very few
changes. And what changes
there are were made in our
favor. One of the most important things is found in Article I,
Paragraph 3: The Neocatechumenal Way, endowed with public
juridical personality, is composed of an ensemble of spiritual
goods.
There are two ways the
Church can define a “juridical
personality”—private juridical
personality, like a cloistered
order, or public juridical personality. A public juridical personality means that when the
Neocatechumenal Way speaks it
does so in the name of the
Church—it acts in the name of
the Church under the Holy See.
Q: Anything else people
should know?
A: The other important point
here
is
that
the
Neocatechumenal Way: is composed of an ensemble of spiritual
goods. The Way does not have
material goods. We don’t even
have a checking account. We
don’t own any buildings. Even
the seminaries that we’ve built
or helped to build (some 70
around the world through the
Families
of
Nazareth
Foundation) do not belong to
us, they belong to the dioceses.
We don’t have any material
goods, but we have spiritual
goods.
Q: Tell me about the changes
the new statutes call for.
A: For us the procession forward to receive Communion—
which is standard in parish
Masses—is eliminated. We have
permission to receive the
Eucharist at our place (in the assembly, which is situated
around the altar). The priest still
comes to us; the only difference
is now we will receive it standing.
A little anecdote about this:
Kiko Arguello (founder of the
Neocatechumenal Way) was

Q: Is there anything else you
would like to add?
A: The statutes also stipulate
that the people of the
Neocatechumenal Way may receive Communion under two
species always with unleavened
bread and transfer the Sign of
Peace to after the Prayer of the
Faithful (Art. 13, Para. 3,

A COPY of the Vatican decree granting final approval to the
statutes of the Neocatechemenal Way.
meeting with Pope Benedict XVI
discussing this. The problem is
how do you receive under both
species if you use real bread
(and avoid crumbs)? Kiko said,
“How about if we stand in place
to receive?” And the Holy Father
said, “Fantastic. I love it! Jesus
Christ comes to you and you
stand to greet him.” So the pope
liked that very much.
Art. 13, Para. 3 says: Regarding
the distribution of Holy
Communion under the two
species, the Neocatechumens receive it standing, remaining at
their place. We had a celebration
of the Eucharist in Rome in June
with Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko,
president of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity and liaison
between the Vatican and the
Neocatechumenal Way. That
was the first time we received
standing. It works.
Q: When and how is this to be
implemented here?
A: Our plan is to let the catechists experience it in October
(at a weekend retreat) and then
it’s to be immediately implemented in all the parishes.
Don McLeod: What will be allowable for the elderly—just like
in church now—or young children (due to the oversized cup
with the precious Blood) is they
are allowed to receive seated so
there’s no incident or accident.
Q: I understand that now
Neocatechumenal Way Masses
are to be considered part of the
regular parish Mass schedule. Is
that right?
A: Right. There were already
many pastors who considered it
a regular parish Mass. It was listed in some bulletins. It was
never stated before (in the
statutes); now it is stated: Art.
13, Para. 2, The Neocatechumens
celebrate the Sunday Eucharist
in the small community after the
first vespers of Sunday. This celebration takes place according to
the dispositions of the diocesan
bishop. The celebrations of the
Eucharist
of
the
Neocatechumenal communities
on Saturday evening are part of

the Sunday liturgical pastoral
work of the parish and are open
also to other faithful.
Don and I have always told
the communities here if someone wants to come into your
Mass, they are welcome to
come. According to canon law,
there are no closed, private
Masses.

Footnote 49).
Here’s the other thing, Art. 2
states: In conformity with the desire of Pope John Paul II: “It is
therefore my wish that the brothers in the episcopate—together
with their presbyters—value and
help this work for the new evangelization, so that it may be imple-

See Statutes, Page 16
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Marriage: The gift of love and life
BY MOST REV. VICTOR GALEONE

C.S. Lewis once wisely observed:
“When everyone is rushing headlong towards the precipice, anyone
going in the opposite direction
would appear to be mad.”
In July of 1968, the world at large
thought Pope Paul VI had lost his
mind. For in that month he issued
his
long-awaited
encyclical
“Humanae Vitae,” which reiterated
the Church’s age-old ban on every
form of contraception. A tidal
wave of angry dissent erupted over
the pope’s decision. Catholic and
non-Catholic alike berated “the
celibate old man in the Vatican” for
hindering the Church’s full entry
into the modern era.
As we approach the 40th anniversary of that historic document, I wish to emphasize its importance for our times. As a backdrop for my remarks, I would like
to place it in the context of its time.

In the same year that Pope Paul issued “Humanae Vitae,” another
Paul—Paul Ehrlich—published a
book titled, “The Population
Bomb.” In that 1968 bestseller,
Ehrlich made some stark predictions. For example:
• “The battle to feed humanity is
over. In the1970s the world will
undergo famines …hundreds of
millions of people (including
Americans) are going to starve to
death…” Fact: Food production
worldwide is well ahead of population growth, and obesity now kills
300,000 Americans a year.
• “India couldn’t possibly feed
200 million more people by 1980.”
Fact: Since 1968 India has doubled
its population by half a billion, and
is still self-sufficient in food.
• Comparing population explosion to a cancerous tumor,
Ehrlich prescribed “cutting out
the cancer (too many people)” as
the only remedy to save humani-

SAVE THE DATE
The Denver Archdiocese will
observe the 40th anniversary of
‘Humanae Vitae’ with the
following event.
Oct. 25: Gospel of Life
Conference, “’Humanae Vitae’:
40 Years Later”
Time: 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Cost: $10.00
Details: Keynote is Dr. Alice Von
Hildebrand. Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will be a
participant in a panel discussion.

ty. Fact: Today Europe is dying,
with most countries fluctuating
around the 60 percent replacement level.
Against this foreboding background, the reaction to Pope Paul’s
encyclical came as no surprise,
even though it only restated what
the Church has taught for 2,000
years. Namely:
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“There is an inseparable link between the two meanings of the
marriage act: the unitive meaning
(making love) and the procreative
meaning (making babies). This
connection was established by God
himself, and man is not permitted
to break it on his own initiative”
(“Humanae Vitae,” No. 12).
In Deuteronomy 18:21 we learn
how to tell an authentic prophet
from a false one: Has the prophecy
materialized or not? Judged by that
benchmark, Paul Ehrlich is a false
prophet. What about Paul VI?
Pope Paul predicted four dire
consequences if the use of contraception escalated: 1) increased
marital infidelity; 2) a general lowering of morality, especially
among the young; 3) husbands
viewing their wives as mere sex
objects; and 4) governments forcing massive birth control programs on their people.
Forty years later the moral
landscape is strewn with the following stark reality: 1) The divorce
rate has more than tripled. 2)
Sexually transmitted diseases
have increased from six to 50. 3)
Pornography—especially on the
Internet—is a plague, addicting
millions annually. (Read “Cyber
sexuality”
this
page.)
4)
Sterilization is forced on women
in third world countries, with
China’s one-child policy in the
vanguard.
In the waning years of his life, St.
Augustine wrote his mammoth
work, “The City of God.” According
to Augustine, the whole world is
comprised of two communities:
the City of God and the City of Man.
Citizens of each city are determined not by one’s birthplace or
residence, but rather by the object
of one’s love: placing the love of
God above self, or the love of self
above God.
The two cities are still with us.
Paul Ehrlich and Paul VI could well
serve as icons of each city. In one
case, death and darkness prevail—
in the other, life and light. Death or
life? The choice is ours!

Cyber sexuality and its devastating effects
Internet porn
hurts spousal
intimacy, family
relationships
BY JOHN GLEASON

This spring Mark Miller, a
local certified addictions counselor, spoke with the Denver
Catholic Register about the increased used of Internet pornography and its effects on relationships.
Q: Define cyber sexuality and
its prevalence on the Internet.
A: Cyber sexuality is any form
of sexual activity that is based
around a computer or on the
Internet—anything from people
interacting online or instant
messaging all the way to surfing
adult Web sites. My research
shows there are about 4.2 million pornographic sites.
Q: Does the number of people who frequent these sites
heavily favor men?
A: My research showed that a
third of those who go to these
sites are women, but that number appears to be growing. In
addition, women are twice as
likely as men to go to sexually
oriented chat rooms. So you
could say generally that men are
looking at pornographic images
and women are more likely to
interact with people on Web
sites. Something else that is
startling is that because of that
interaction, women are more
likely than men to act out their
behaviors in real life; to contact
people they meet online—anything from an affair to a random
encounter.

Q: What are some of the efMost Rev.Victor Galeone is bishop
of the Diocese of St. Augustine, Fla. fects of this addiction?

A: Consider it radiating outward, like a stone thrown into
the middle of a lake. It can be as
devastating to the family as it
can be to the person actually
using the pornography. It closes
off genuine and deep, intimate
contact. The individual tends to
be more isolated, there is less
presence in relationships and
they can’t be as open because
they’re so secretive about what
they’re doing. Further, there’s
the collateral damage: kids
watching their parent’s behavior
as it turns compulsive; parents
spend more time away from the
family; and even the children,
who could run into material a
parent has been looking at on
the computer. I see it as an escalation process, which is more
of a danger than just the use of
(Internet pornography).
Q: So a person doesn’t have to
be trapped in an unfulfilled relationship to come under the
spell of online pornography?
A: I have seen it. It’s as if
they’re leading a double life.
And soon a spouse looking at
her husband wondering why he
could be in love with her and
still be involved with this.
Q: How can one rid themselves of the addiction? It
sounds like more than just saying no.
A: It’s not the same for everyone. Some stop because of their
own insight—they discover it
hinders their intimacy with their
spouse. Or it hinders their spirituality, (it becomes) a roadblock between them and God.
Still others find it decreases
work productivity. All are up-

setting. This internal motivation brings them to a place of
wanting to enter some kind of
recovery.
However, others aren’t motivated until consequences are involved and it’s not until some
pain enters their life as a result
of the behavior that compels
them to change. They get
caught at work, possibly fired.
Their wife discovers the Internet
history on the browser. And in
extreme cases, they get arrested
for trying to contact a minor
over the Internet. Sometimes
that’s what it takes to realize that
they have to do something
about this compulsion or continue to be led down a road of
despair.

Q: And what about the effect
on our culture?
A: For people of a previous
generation, (pornographic) contact was either through magazines sold in a gas station or a
trip to the video store to rent a
movie. But today, an 8-year-old
can access the most graphic
form of pornography on the
Internet available. The jury is
still out on what effect it will
have, but I think that it can’t be
underestimated.Part of the
power of cyber sex is that today
you don’t have to go to the video
store or adult book shop. With
the anonymity and accessibility
and affordability of the Internet
it’s just like having a drug right
there in your desk.
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Statutes
From Page 13
mented according to the lines proposed by the initiators, in the spirit of service to the local ordinary
and in communion with him and
in the context of the unity of the
local Church and the universal
Church,” the Neocatechumenal
Way is implemented in the dioceses: 1st. under the jurisdiction, di-
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rection of the diocesan bishop and
with the assistance, guidance of
the International Responsible
Team of the Way, or the delegated
responsible team, as indicated in
Art. 3, Para. 7; 2nd. according to
the lines proposed by its initiators,” contained in the present
Statute in the Orientations for the
Teams of Catechists.
Kiko gave the example of when
the wagon trains were proceeding west across the United States
you had wagon masters who

headed the train, but then you
had scouts who knew the terrain
and knew how to move through
the terrain. The bishop is like the
wagon master and the catechists
are like the scouts who know how
to move the train through the terrain. That’s our role. The bishop
directs us to form communities
and we are the scouts who know
how to lead the communities
through the Neocatechumenal
Way. The bishop directs and we
guide.

NEOCATECHUMENAL
WAY
For more information
Online: visit
www.camminoneocatecumena
le.it/en
Call: Don and Rose Mary
McLeod, 303-758-1280

Q: What impact will the new
statutes have on the local
Neocatechumenal Way community?
A: The slight change of standing to receive the Eucharist is the
only impact of the decree on the
life of the catechumenate in
Denver.
Q: What impact, if any, will the
new statutes have on the larger
Catholic community?
A: Because we’ve always
opened our Masses at parishes
the only impact I can see is they
might have an interest in the
Neocatechumenal Way that they
didn’t before.
Q: What was it like when the
Vatican handed off the decree?
A: When Kiko (and Carmen
Hernandez and Father Mario
Pezzi,
the
International

Responsible Team of the Way) received the decree in Rome we
were in Porto San Giorgio (with
other catechists). Kiko arrived (to
the Mass at Porto San Giorgio) in
the late afternoon. He had the
decree in a red folder and carried
it up high like you would the
Scriptures. The applause went on
and on and on. I thought it would
never end. There was such joy to
have received the final decree.
Q: What do you think about
the new statutes?
A: (The Vatican) gave us everything we asked for and then
some, the added thing being that
we are this public juridical personality—and it says everything
under the bishop.
This public juridical personality is a gift the magisterium of the
Church has given us. Awesome.
We didn’t expect it, it was a big
surprise.
We are a juridical part of the
Church forever. It’s unique. There
is no charism, no religious order
that has been granted the gifts
that we have been given by the
Vatican and by the last three
popes.
We’re very happy to have the
decree. It puts the Vatican’s stamp
of
approval
on
the
Neocatechumenal Way.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Mass For The Unborn: at St. Mary’s
Church, 6853 S. Prince St., Littleton
followed by prayer vigil at Planned
Parenthood 7155 E. 38th St., Denver.
July 26: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 10 a.m.
Come to The Water: healing prayer
service, praise Mass and potluck at
St. Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Call 303-4323694. See ad on Page 13.
Aug. 2: 2:45 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: Benediction
and rosary at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Aug. 3: 3 p.m.
Incoming College Freshman: are invited to celebrate the College Send
Off Mass with Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Reception to follow at Knights of
Columbus Hall, 1555 Grant St.
Aug. 3: 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Vigil: and candlelight rally led
by Archbishop Charles J. Caput,
O.F.M. Cap., and Dr. Alveda King in
Martin Luther King Park at 38th Ave.
and Newport St., Denver. Call 303715-3205 for more information.
Aug. 25: 7:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Garage Sale: at Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, 2256 S. Logan St., Denver.
Breakfast and lunch will be available.
Call 303-722-6861.
July 26: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Bazaar: at Assumption Church, 2361
E. 78th Ave., Denver. Lots of food,
country store, Bingo and raffle. Call
303-288-2442.
July 25-27
Bazaar: at Shrine of St. Anne Church,
7555 Grant Place, Arvada. Food, fun
and entertainment for all ages. Call
303-420-1280.
July 25-27
Festival: at St. Catherine of Siena
Church, 4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
Games, rides, Bingo, raffle and
Mexican food. Call 303-455-9090.
July 25 - 27: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Bazaar: at Our Lady of Grace
Church, 2645 E. 48th Ave. Denver.

Games, food and lottery. Call 303397-3440.
July 25-27

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Registration Deadline: for Equipp
Catholic Youth Ministry Conference is
the end of July. Conference at St.
Mary parish, 6853 S. Prince St.,
Littleton includes praise and worship,
guest speakers, Mass and reception.
Call 303-715-3178.
Registration: July 31
Conference: Aug. 9
Catholic Animation Camp: a weeklong course in the art of 3D animation at John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-358-1108.
July 28-31
Welcome To The Catholic Church: an
introduction for newcomers, inquirers and those who want to come
home again. Class at the JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St. Call 303-715-3260.
July 28: 7 p.m.
Catholic Marriage Prep: classes to be
offered at St. Frances Cabrini, 6673
W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call 303979-7688.
Aug. 15-17
Evangelization Workshop: on becoming a more welcoming and affirming
Catholic parish. John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Cost $60.
To register, call 303-715-3260.
Aug. 27: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Marian Day for teen girls: at Mullen
Home featuring Elizabeth Wisniewski.
Call Sister Carolyn at 303-594-7420.
Aug. 9: 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

ENTERTAINMENT
”Incorruptible”: a comedy about the
dark ages presented at Cabrini Little
Theatre, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. Tickets are $15 for this
benefit for the Samaritan House. Call
303-979-7688 for tickets and show
time.
July 25-27
Aug. 1-3

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION • GEOTHERMAL

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

A Comedic Adaptation: of the classic
“Pilgrim’s Progress” to be presented
at Christ the King Grade School, 860
Elm St., Denver. Visit online,
www.thetroupetheatre.blogspot.com.
Aug. 3: 2 p.m.

Family owned &
operated for 37 years

We’ll take care
of your AC and
heating needs!

100% Money Back Guarantee

303-424-1622
6285 West 48th Avenue, Denver

970-870-0983
Steamboat Springs
Our tech’s wear shoe covers
or your service is free
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