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FIREWORKS light up the sky over Washington for Independence Day last July 4. Seen
from front are the Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument and the U.S. Capitol.
Read George Weigel’s reflection “An anthem switch?” about our country’s national anthem on Page 4.
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ARCHBISHOP’S STATEMENT
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.
Statement by Archbishop Chaput
on the settlement of 18 claims
Denver Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., delivered the
following statement on July 1 at the John Paul II Center in Denver.
For the past three years the Archdiocese of Denver has faced
a series of lawsuits regarding the sexual abuse of minors by two
priests of the archdiocese, Harold Robert White and Leonard
Abercrombie. These lawsuits relate to incidents that occurred
between the years 1954 and 1981. Both accused men are now
deceased.
Recently, we have settled 16 lawsuits and two additional
claims. All of these 18 claims involved White and Abercrombie,
except for one claim against another priest, Lawrence St. Peter,
who is also deceased. The archdiocese paid $5,505,000 to settle
these 18 claims. With the settlements announced today, only
two lawsuits remain against the Archdiocese of Denver.
It is my hope that these settlements help the victims and
their families to heal. I’ve offered to meet personally with every
victim. Some of them have responded to this request. I’ve also
met with some of their family members who have been open to
meeting with me. I’ve expressed an apology on behalf of myself, our clergy, and the whole Catholic community and I apologize to them again today.
Since August 2005 when these lawsuits first began, the archdiocese has sought to mediate these claims rather than to litigate them. In May 2006, we established a mediation program,
directed by retired Judge Richard Dana, and an independent
mediation panel consisting of Littleton, Colo., Chief of Police
Heather Coogan and rehabilitation specialist Jack Dahlberg.
Through that voluntary process, the majority of the cases were
resolved.
Some victims and their counsel desired mediation that involved a single mediator. For them, we initiated a separate voluntary mediation process. At the request of the plaintiffs’
lawyers, the archdiocese agreed to use the services of mediator
Richard Calkins, the former Dean of Drake Law School.
Through the work of these mediation efforts, recently 16 lawsuits and two un-filed claims were resolved.
As a part of the latest settlements, the archdiocese made a
portion of Robert White’s file available to the plaintiffs because
they believed it would help them heal and was central to the
settlement. This was an unusual step for the archdiocese. We
have always defended and will continue to defend the right to
privacy of all our archdiocesan personnel. I took this step at
the insistence of some victims and to secure closure for them,
but also because Robert White is deceased and because of the
number of cases against him.
The file shows that, prior to 1981, White engaged in wrongful
behavior. The file also contains information about decisions
made a quarter-century ago by archdiocesan officials that
would not satisfy current archdiocesan policies for handling allegations of sexual abuse. In light of what we know today about
sexual abuse, many of the decisions made by archdiocesan
leadership during the years 1961 to 1981 regarding Robert
White would now be very different. After 1981, White’s file contains no evidence of abuse by him. Judge Dana has confirmed
this fact to the satisfaction of plaintiffs’ attorneys.
We cannot undo the sins and failures of the past. Neither can
we undo the suffering these events caused. White’s file, despite its
painful content, stands in sharp contrast to the life of our
Church. For the last 20 years, the archdiocese has worked hard to
understand the nature of sexual abuse, to prevent it and to protect our children from it. Our strict policy is that no priest, deacon
or lay employee with a credible allegation of sexual misconduct
with a minor is allowed to minister in our archdiocese.
These past experiences of sexual abuse have been tragic for
those who’ve endured them and for the wider Church community. Victims need our help and support for their continued
healing. I’m grateful that they’ve accepted mediation and I
continue to pray they find peace in this resolution.

Special Mass inaugurates Pauline year in
archdiocese, recognizes Youth Day participants
BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

The red vestments popped
against the white background of
the packed Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception
Sunday night. Celebrants only
wear red on feast days to pay tribute to the blood of the martyrs.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., was the main celebrant of the Mass that opened the
Denver Archdiocese’s observance
of the jubilee year of St. Paul, which
runs through June 29, 2009. The
liturgy also recognized youths
heading off to attend this month’s
World Youth Day celebration in
Sydney, Australia.
The Mass took place on the
feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, which
calls the Church to remember her
apostolic roots.
The Nicene Creed recognizes
“one holy, Catholic and apostolic
Church,” the archbishop noted in
his homily. He explained the
Church follows a precedent set by
the apostles 2,000 years ago. It is
still the Church’s calling to live the
teachings of the Gospels today.
Bishops are the disciples’ presentday successors on earth, he said.
The day’s Gospel recounted
when Jesus asked, “Who do people say I am?”
Peter responded that some said
he was a returned prophet. Jesus
then asked the question the archbishop said Christ continues to ask
each of his followers today, “Who
do you say I am?”
Peter declared Jesus to be the
anointed one, the Son of God. The
archbishop wondered aloud what
a lie detector test would reveal if
each Christian today were asked
whether they believe Jesus is the
Son of God.
Peter’s sincerity compelled
Christ to call him the “rock,” and
the apostle became the first pope.
The archbishop emphasized that
Jesus calls each Christian to live as
one with the faith of the Church
and to celebrate her apostolic
foundations.
This year the Church celebrates
the approximate 2,000th year
since the birth of St. Paul. The jubilee year honors “the Apostle to
the Gentiles,” and his teachings.
Catholics are encouraged to
study the saint and his writings
during this special year. The
archbishop noted that St. Paul
wrote 13 of the 27 books of the
New Testament, making him a
zealous evangelizer.
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WORLD YOUTH DAY pilgrims from St. Michael the Archangel Parish
in Aurora pray during Mass June 29.
Paul was a Pharisee and did not
know the ways of God until Jesus
came to him in a vision. He was instantly converted and is now the
patron of conversion. Archbishop
Chaput encouraged each person
to pray for dramatic conversion.
“Accept the responsibility of
baptism” he exhorted the congregation, “and become an evangelist.”
“Let’s all do our part,” he added,
“to make this year a great success.”
During the Mass, the archbishop blessed an icon-image of St.
Paul. The image will be displayed
for veneration throughout the
Pauline year. A relic of St. Paul was
available for veneration following
the Mass.
Pope Benedict XVI has approved
a plenary indulgence for Catholics
who participate in Pauline year
events and fulfill the usual conditions for an indulgence. In addition to the cathedral, Archbishop
Chaput has named two other
churches pilgrimage sites where
one may venerate the icon image
to earn the indulgence: St. Paul in
Idaho Springs and Sts. Peter and
Paul in Wheat Ridge.
Pilgrimage was also a theme for
the many congregation members
preparing to attend World Youth
Day.
“The goal of going on a pilgrimage, is to go on a journey to God,”
Archbishop Chaput said, adding
that ideally, “once you’ve been on
one, you (continue to walk) beside
Him through the rest of your life.”
A pilgrimage is not a vacation,
he emphasized. That point was

reiterated in remarks made to
the youths after the Mass by
auxiliary Bishop James Conley,
who concelebrated the liturgy.
“The difference between a pilgrimage and any other trip is
when you wake up each morning you have a purpose,” said
World Youth Day participant
Katherine Haas, 22, who will be
traveling to Australia with the
Christian Life Movement.
Sharing that purpose with the
other youths can be a powerful
exercise in brotherhood and sisterhood in Christ, she added.
Jimmy Hesson, 17, a student
of Regis Jesuit High School, has
been planning for his trip to
Sidney for over a year and a half.
Travel always requires preparations, he said, but a pilgrimage
means being prepared spiritually as well. Hesson said he has
been going to confession and
meeting with the group with
which he will travel.
“I’m really looking to increase
my faith,” he said.
The World Youth Day pilgrims
received a special blessing during the liturgy.
“It is a chance for teens to experience firsthand the universality of the Church,” said Chris
Stefanick, director of Youth,
Young Adult and Campus
Ministry for the archdiocese.
“The pope draws more teens
than any rock band,” he said.
“It’s an amazing statement to
the world that gives us all hope
to see so many young people
take their faith so seriously.”
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Companions of Christ: Supporting
priestly fraternity, brotherhood
BY JOHN GLEASON

Four seminarians from St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
have embraced a centuries-old
idea on commitment and brotherhood and will share a common
life together in the Denver
Archdiocese.
Their group is called the
Companions of Christ. It is the
local chapter of an association
that was founded in St. Paul,
Minn., in 1992. There, 15 men live
together. Members emphasize
observance of the evangelical
counsels, commitment to a common life of prayer and fraternity
and dedication to the new evangelization.
The Denver chapter, which was
formed last December with the
blessing of Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., is made up
of John Nepil, Mike Rapp, Brian
Larkin and Matt Book, who will
live together and will continue to
do so once ordained, while ministering to their assigned parishes. For now, the four will be moving into a house, purchased
through the generosity of benefactors, this fall. The idea of
priests living together is not a
new one according to Larkin.
“It has been around for a long
time,” he said. “St. Augustine did
this and there have been other
groups in the centuries of the
Church where priests have come
together to have a common goal,
a vision in brotherhood. It’s
something that we’re rediscovering; something that will be a great
gift for the diocese and for us.”
Companions of Christ isn’t a religious order, rather it is an association of priests who come together to support each other and
to work with their bishop to be
better priests, according to St.
John Vianney rector Father
Michael Glenn.
“It’s hard to be a priest today in
this secular world,” Father Glenn
said. “The real idea is encouragement to support each other with
but also to have some accountability. The guys hold each other faithful to their prayers and challenge
each other to be faithful priests.”
Father Glenn said that the seminarians learned what this life
was like by attending what he
called “Companions Boot Camp,”
where they got an overview of the
program that explored every aspect of community life.
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COMPANIONS of Christ seminarians, from left, Mike Rapp, Matt
Book, Brian Larkin and John Nepil.
“The four of them want this
house to be a warm, hospitable
place of outreach for diocesan
priests,” he said. “One of the
things they have in St. Paul is a
Saturday night dinner called a
Lord’s Day Supper. The guys of
the association share an evening
prayer and a nice dinner that all
the priests in the diocese are invited to come to.”
Nepil said that he first heard of
the Companions of Christ while
in college in Minnesota.
“The rector of the seminary
where I was studying was a member of the Companions of Christ,”
he said. “I fell in love with the
idea and began to pray, asking
God if this was something he
wanted in Denver. It became a
project of prayer for me and
when I came to St. John Vianney
two years later I realized what an
important gift this could be for
priests and the diocese they
serve.”
Book had a longing for the
same type of fraternity.
“I was discerning the priesthood and was ultimately called to
diocesan life but still I had a
yearning for community life,” he
said. “God was at work in all of us,
dropping seeds and making the
path for us to arrive at this point.
“We won’t be spending our
whole priesthood in that house,”
explained Book, “but will live in
households around the archdiocese. The house is to form seminarians as companions and provide hospitality to priests.”
One of the goals of the association, according to Rapp, is to sup-

COMPANIONS
OF CHRIST
For more information, visit
www.denvercompanions.org
online.

port the sense of brotherhood
among priests.
“We want to open this house in
hospitality to other priests to promote this sense of unity,” he said.
“We’ll share prayer and fellowship and invite our brother
priests to the weekly Lord’s Day
Suppers on Saturday night.”
Nepil emphasized that the association is not a different vocation from that of a diocesan
priest.
“It’s simply a different way that
some will want to live out that vocation,” he said. “It’s not a support group or a religious order; it’s
something in the middle—a living brotherhood serving the mission of the priesthood.”
The seminarians hope to move
into a house on Pennsylvania
Street in downtown Denver that
has been undergoing repairs following a fire that damaged the
kitchen. Then there is the challenge of getting furniture, appliances and a hundred other things
that go into making a home. But
Book said that they weren’t
daunted by that.
“It’s amazing how everything
has happened so far,” he said.
“From launching this association
to acquiring the property; we’re
seeing the Red Sea part before us.
We have been very blessed.”

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
July 2-5: The 69th annual Tekakwitha Conference, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
July 6: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
July 7: Employee Meeting, Bonfils Hall (8:45 a.m.)
July 8: Committee of Vicars and Secretaries, John Paul II Center (9:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
July 5-23: World Youth Day in Sydney, Australia
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ARCHBISHOP Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., who is part Potawatomi,
prays at the tomb of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha in St. Francis Xavier
Mission Church near Montreal.

Archdiocesan pilgrims end
Canadian journey with visit
to tomb of Blessed Kateri
MONTREAL—After the 49th
International
Eucharistic
Congress ended in Quebec last
month, the Denver Archdiocese’s
pilgrimage group concluded their
trip to Canada with visits to sacred sites, including the tomb of
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha.
Called the “Lily of the
Mohawks,” Blessed Kateri is the
first indigenous North American
to be beatified.
Denver Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., who joined
the archdiocesan pilgrims the
final days of their 12-day journey, celebrated Mass for them at
St. Francis Xavier Mission in
Kahnawake near Montreal,
where a marble sarcophagus enshrines Blessed Kateri’s remains.
“When
Blessed
Kateri
Tekakwitha is pictured, it is usually with two symbols,” the archbishop noted in his homily. “In
one hand she holds a cross and
in the other a lily.”
The lily represents purity, he
explained. While for Blessed
Kateri the lily stands for her consecration to Christ, for the faithful it symbolizes the call to
spousal love for Jesus.
“One of the images of the
Church Jesus gives us is that we
are the bride,” Archbishop
Chaput said. “That means we’re
supposed to love Jesus in a personal way—in the same way a
bride is to love and be faithful to
her husband.”
The cross, he continued, represents the self-sacrificial love
modeled by Christ and the
saints that is foundational to
Christianity.

PRAYER FOR THE
CANONIZATION OF
BLESSED KATERI
TEKAKWITHA
O God, who, among the many
marvels of your grace in the
New World, did cause to
blossom on the banks of the
Mohawk and of the St.
Lawrence, the pure and tender
Lily, Kateri Tekakwitha, grant
we beseech you, the favor we
beg through her intercession;
that this young lover of Jesus
and of his cross may soon be
counted among her saints by
Holy Mother Church, and that
our hearts may be enkindled
with a stronger desire to
imitate her innocence and
faith. Through the same Christ
our Lord. Amen.

“It symbolizes a willingness to
sacrifice,” he said. “Christ gave
himself away in love to the
Father for us.”
Likewise, Christians are to
give themselves away in love to
the Father on behalf of others,
the prelate said.
Blessed Kateri was born to a
Christian Algonquin mother and
a Mohawk father in 1656 at
Auriesville, N.Y., then known as
the village of Ossernenon. Her
parents and younger brother died
of small pox when she was 4 years
old. She also suffered from the
disease, which left scars on her
face and impaired her vision. Her

See Kateri, Page 5
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

An anthem switch?
Although I have lived in the Washington, D.C., area since 1984, I
am an orthodox Baltimorean by birth, nurture, education, baseball
loyalties, and a settled disdain for offering tartar sauce with crab
cakes. So I should be the last person to think the unthinkable
about my native city’s principal contribution to American public
culture (after, of course, the Colts’ sudden-death victory over the
New York Giants in the 1958 NFL championship game).
Nonetheless, I shall risk the charges of heresy and treason by proposing the following thought experiment: as America celebrates
Independence Day, let’s ponder a switch in national anthems, substituting “America the Beautiful” for the poem Francis Scott Key
wrote during the British bombardment of Fort McHenry in
Baltimore harbor during the War of 1812.
Older readers and Americana buffs will remember that “The
Star-Spangled Banner” won the title of national anthem in a close
Congressional vote, nipping “God Bless America” at the wire in
1931. Since then, the anthem—which ranges over an octave and a
half and is thus unsingable by anyone beside children, virtuoso sopranos, and castrati—has been vocally mangled by patriotic
Americans from, er, sea to shining sea. The severe difficulty of
singing “The Star-Spangled Banner” properly is the strongest argument in favor of replacing it. (That the tune to which Key’s poem
was set, “To Anachreon in Heaven,” was originally a London drinking song is not a disqualification for right-thinking Catholics, although it might vex some of the evangelical brethren...)
Veterans of the Baltimore Catholic schools of the 1950s once knew
three stanzas of Key’s lyrics; I venture to guess that less than 1/10 of 1
percent of my fellow-countrymen know anything beyond the first
stanza today—if even the full first stanza is widely known. It would
be a shame if it weren’t, though. For the “Star-Spangled Banner”’s
best claim to canonization is that the stanza we all (try to) sing ends
with a question, which is an appropriate way to end the national anthem of a democracy. Why? Because democracy is always something
of an experiment. “Oh say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
o’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?”—the question
poses itself today, just as it did under the rockets’ red glare in 1814,
and just as it will pose itself in every future generation.
“America the Beautiful” would, arguably, be a better national anthem, not because it’s less bellicose—it isn’t, with its paean to “heroes proved in liberating strife, who more than self their country
loved and mercy more than life”—but because it’s eminently more
singable. Moreover, Katherine Lee Bates’s lyrics acknowledge that
the wonder of America is a gift of God’s grace, while reminding us
that to be a nation “under God” means being a nation under judgment. Thus the fine second stanza—the one you get to after extolling “purple mountain majesties” (please note: not “purple
mountain’s majesty”)—teaches us the always useful lesson that
faith, reason, freedom, and the rule of law go together in a national
experiment that also has the character of a pilgrimage:
O beautiful for pilgrim feet
Whose stern impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America, America, God mend thine every flaw;
Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law!
Bates’s unapologetic linking of the American democratic experiment with divine providence, divine guidance, and divine judgment probably renders “America the Beautiful” unacceptable to
today’s secularist thought-police and their allies in the federal
courts; one can easily imagine the ACLU contesting “America the
Beautiful”-as-national-anthem on the grounds that singing about
God shedding his grace on the United States violates the First
Amendment (just as one can imagine certain parties deploring the
notion that God’s grace is “his” grace).
So swapping Keys for Bates is an idea whose time may not yet
have come—and the shades of Baltimoreans past can rest easy.
Still, both anthems, with their stress on sacrifice for the common
good, give us something to think about, come the Glorious Fourth.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

July 6: 14th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Zechariah 9:9-10
• Psalm 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14
• Romans 8:9, 11-13
• Matthew 11:25-30
Theme: Humility. The ministry of Zechariah (first reading)
coincided with the return of the
Jews from the Babylonian Exile
(538 BC). Zechariah belonged to
a priestly family and was among
the first to return to Jerusalem.
As a priest, his main concern
was for the rebuilding of the
Temple and the restoration of
worship so that the covenant
could be re-established and the
Lord once again dwell with his
people. “Zechariah” means “The
LORD remembers,” suggesting
that, despite their sin, God
would never forget his people.

“Your king shall come to you,”
Zechariah announces. But he
would come in a way they did
not expect. He will come, the
prophet says, “meek, and riding
on an ass, on a colt, the foal of
an ass.”
Key verse: “For I am meek and
humble of heart; and you will
find rest for your souls” (Mt
11:29).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “How will Jerusalem
welcome her Messiah? Although
Jesus had always refused popular attempts to make him king,
he chooses the time and prepares the details for his messianic entry into the city of ‘his
father David.’ Acclaimed as son
of David, as the one who brings
salvation (Hosanna means
‘Save!’ or ‘Give salvation!’), the
‘King of glory’ enters his city
‘riding on an ass.’ Jesus conquers the Daughter of Zion, a
figure of his Church, neither by
ruse nor by violence, but by the
humility that bears witness to
the truth” (No. 559).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Catholic Worker
ministries
It was nice to read the articles
about the Catholic Worker
House and its thrift store in the
June 18 Denver Catholic
Register. I have volunteered at
the house, and though I’ve never
worked at the thrift store, I did
“volunteer” my nephew and his
best friend to help out in a pinch
one time. It was nice to be reminded.
I recruited my nephew,
Morteza Zareie, and his buddy,
Johnathan “Roman” MacLagan,
both well-muscled former
wrestlers, to ride along on the
delivery truck one time when
the store manager, George
Hooper, was out of commission
with a shoulder injury. The way
Morty tells the story, there wasn’t too much lifting involved,
and the pair even got in a little
nap, but two years later, the
memory is still quite vivid, and
always brings a laugh.

I think the morning spent on
the thrift store delivery truck
provided Morty with one of his
fondest memories of time spent
with his friend Roman, who died
a few months later, and also
planted a seed of desire to do
volunteer work. Morteza, who is
now attending Metro State
College, is exploring ways to
“give back” through volunteerism, and I’m truly thankful
for his earlier experience at the
Catholic Worker Thrift Store.
Thanks so much for the articles
about both the Catholic Worker
House and the Catholic Worker
Thrift Store, which highlighted
these wonderful ministries, and
thanks for the memory!
Becca Sedlak
Littleton

The Way and family
I would like to know more
about the Neocatechumenal
Way, which was featured in the
World/Nation section of the

Feast –
July 3
Thomas,
whose name
means
“twin,” is
listed among
the Twelve
Apostles in the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke. In
John’s Gospel, he was ready to

Application: “Come unto me,
all you who labor and are weary,
and I will give you rest.” Rest, or
tranquility of heart, can come
about only as we follow the one
whose “peace passes all understanding” (Phil 4:7). As followers
of Christ we are called to bear
witness to Christ by humble testimony in word and deed. In the
gift of his body and blood we receive him in the manner that he
comes to us: humbly.
June 18 Denver Catholic Register.
I understand that members
are encouraged to take care of
their elders in their own homes
rather than send them to a nursing home. My own great-grandmother from Germany was
cared for in my great aunt’s
home, and my grandmother and
great aunt were cared for by my
cousin, so I know that it can be
done. My daughter cared for a
94-year-old grandmother her
last few months at home. What a
blessing for her and the girls.
The Bible says we are to care
for our elders in their old age. I
think this is a way of life needed
in today’s world for the sake of
our children and grandchildren.
What a great way to bring family
together again.
Rita Regnier
Longmont
Editor’s note: For more information about the
Neocatechumenal Way, visit
online: www.camminoneocate
cumenale.it/en/index.asp. Send
e-mail to: mcleodss@aol.com or
phone 303-758-1280.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

THE SAINTS: ST. THOMAS
First century

Pope Benedict XVI: “What did
Jesus actually bring if not world
peace, universal prosperity and a
better world? The answer is very
simple: God. He has brought God,
and now we know his face, now
we can call upon him. Now we
know the path that we human begins have to take in this world.
Jesus has brought God and with
God the truth about our origin
and destiny: faith, hope and love.
It is only because of our hardness
of heart that we think this is too
little. The glory of Christ, the
humble, self-sacrificing glory of
his love, has not passed away, nor
will it ever do so” (“Jesus of
Nazareth”).

die with Christ (11:16), elicited
from Jesus the declaration “I am
the way, the truth and the life”
(14:5-7), prompted the “doubting
Thomas” sobriquet for his
skepticism about Christ’s
resurrection (20:24-28), and was
with the other apostles when the
risen Lord appeared to them at
the Sea of Tiberias (21:2). By
legend and tradition, Thomas
evangelized in eastern Turkey,
Armenia, Iran, India and China.
© 2008 CNS

Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
Where was Father
Serra from?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

INTERNATIONAL Eucharistic Congress pilgrims pose with
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., on June 23 outside
Mary, Queen of the World Cathedral Basilica in Montreal.

Kateri
From Page 3

name, Tekakwitha, means “one
who gropes.”
Inspired by Jesuit missionaries, she was baptized at Easter in
1676, receiving the name Kateri
(Catherine). As a young woman,
she was under pressure from her
relatives to marry and to abandon her Christian faith, so she
fled to present-day Quebec, taking refuge at St. Francis Xavier
Mission.
Blessed Kateri received her
first Communion in 1677 and
took a vow of chastity in 1679.
She developed a deep spirituality and strong devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament.
She was known for her kindness to children, the elderly and
the sick. Always in frail health,
she died on April 17, 1680, at 24,
in part due to mortifications she
practiced. Minutes after her
death, witnesses said her
scarred face became smooth
and beautiful. Soon thereafter,
people started to claim that favors and miracles had been obtained through her intercession.
Six days after her death, she
appeared to Jesuit Father Claude
Chauchetiere, one of the missionaries, as well as to others.
In 1943 Pope Pius XII declared
her venerable. Pope John Paul II
beatified her in 1980. Blessed
Kateri’s feast day in the United
States is celebrated on July 14.
Archbishop Chaput, who is
episcopal moderator for the
Tekakwitha Conference that is
meeting this week in Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada, told the pilgrims approval of the miracle
needed for sainthood, the final
step in Blessed Kateri’s cause,
could be close.
The archbishop, who is part
Potawatomi, urged the pilgrims
to pray for Kateri’s canonization,
saying that he does so daily.
Following the Mass, pilgrims
venerated a relic of Blessed
Kateri.
“I’m part Indian and it touched
me that she is blessed and will be
made a saint,” said Hope Rodarte
of St. Helena’s Parish in Fort
Morgan. “The Mexican people (in

b. Jesuits;
c. Franciscans.

6. He was going to Vera Cruz
when he had an accident, which
left him with a permanent:
a. smile;

3. He reached this rank in the
clergy:

b. stigmata;

a. deacon;

c. limp.

b. priest;

7. Despite this he continued to:

c. bishop.

a. have a serious disposition;

On the first of July we, in the
United States, remember Father
Junipero Serra, as does this
quiz.

4. He taught this discipline for a
while:

b. behave like the other monks;

1. Where was Father Serra from?

b. Greek;

a. Spain, specifically the Island
of Mallorca;

c. chemistry.

b. Portugal, specifically Oporto;

a. philosophy;

5. He then went to this part of
the New World:

c. North Africa, specifically Ifni.

a. Argentina;

2. He was a member of this

b. Nova Scotia;

northern Colorado) are part religious order:
Indian and she will be another
model for them.”
Although Blessed Kateri was
the first Indian of North America
to be beatified, St. Juan Diego,
seer of Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Mexico, was the first to be
canonized.
Lucy Kane of Queen of Peace
Parish in Aurora found the Indian
maiden’s example inspiring.
“I admire her witness for her
faith—her
strength
and
courage,” she said. “To be able to
stand up and profess your faith
and not deny it takes more
courage than a lot of people
have. The archbishop made a
comment (from Luke 18:8)
about ‘Will there be any faith on
earth when the Lord returns?’
We have to value our faith and
religious freedom.”
Agnes Schmerge of St. Peter’s
Church in Greeley said she is intrigued by the saints and refers
to them often while assisting
those converting to the Catholic
faith at her parish.
“We have to know who they
are and about their lives,” she
said. “We’re all called to be
saints.”
Reflecting on the overall pilgrimage experience, which included attendance at the catecheses, Masses and adoration of
the eucharistic congress, Mary
Kay McCurley of Our Lady of
Loreto Parish in Foxfield said it
was enriching.
“We keep needing to be renewed—even up to 80 years,”
she said with a laugh, referring
to her age. The eldest pilgrim in
the archdiocesan group, she
added, “You’re never too old for
a renewal.”
Archdiocesan pilgrim Rita
Patterson of Houston described
the congress, which is a universal gathering of the Church held
every four years to celebrate
Jesus’ real presence in the
Eucharist, as “wonderful.”
“I can’t wait for Dublin,” she
said, referring to the 2012 event.
Sharing what she gained from
the pilgrimage, Patterson added,
“I’m taking away a deeper love
for the Blessed Sacrament. I really like being around other people who have that same devotion. It’s uplifiting.”

c. walk most places he travelled.

c. Mexico.

ANSWERS: 1.a, 2.c, 3.b, 4. a, 5.c,
6.c, 7.c

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

a. Dominicans;
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BRIEFS
California Catholic
bishops affirm
sanctity of marriage

SAN FRANCISCO (CNS)—Less
than a week after couples of the
same sex began marrying under
California law, Archbishop George
H. Niederauer of San Francisco released a statement explaining that
Church teaching about marriage
stresses its “unique place in God’s
creation.” In the June 23 statement, the archbishop said the purposes of marriage “are the mutual
loving support of husband and
wife, and their service of human
life by bringing children into the
world and raising them with cherishing love and true wisdom.” The
California Supreme Court’s May 15
decision—which struck down the
state’s ban on same-sex marriage,
allowing the state’s counties to
issue marriage licenses to samesex couples—became final June
16. Californians will vote in
November on an initiative that
would ban same-sex marriage by
amending the state constitution to
define marriage as a union between a man and a woman. San
Jose Bishop Patrick J. McGrath, in a
letter June 17, called “upon people
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of good will to respect the dignity
of every person and to protect the
sanctity of marriage.” A June 16
statement signed by Los Angeles
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony and his
six auxiliary bishops described
marriage as “deeply rooted in history and culture” and “shaped considerably by Christian tradition.”

Pope appoints U.S.
Archbishop Burke
to head Vatican’s
highest court

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI has appointed U.S.
Archbishop Raymond L. Burke of
St. Louis to head the Vatican’s highest court. The Wisconsin native replaces Italian Cardinal Agostino
Vallini who was appointed by the
pope to replace Cardinal Camillo
Ruini, who is retiring as papal vicar
for Rome. The pope made the announcements June 27, three days
before the archbishop’s 60th birthday. As prefect of the Supreme
Court of the Apostolic Signature,
Archbishop Burke will hear appeals of decisions issued by lower
church courts. A canon lawyer, the
archbishop worked for the court
during 1989-94 and was named a
member of the body in July 2006.
He also served on the Roman Rota,

the church’s central appeals court,
before being named bishop of La
Crosse, Wis., in 1994. He was installed as archbishop of St. Louis in
2004.

New collection of
‘Letters of St. Paul’
published

BOSTON (CNS)—To mark the
special jubilee year dedicated to St.
Paul, which Pope Benedict XVI formally opened June 28, Pauline
Books & Media has published a
new collection of the “Letters of St.
Paul.” The pocket-size, 290-page
book also includes prayers related
to St. Paul’s letters, a study guide
and an index of topics discussed
by the saint. In a foreword, Pauline
Father Jeffrey Mickler calls St. Paul
“one of the most influential figures
in human history” and said he has
special messages for students,
working men and women, sailors,
athletes and communicators.
“Most of all, however, people striving to be great lovers of God and
neighbor will find in these letters
soul-shaping wisdom and practical ways of sharing the Gospel with
the world,” Father Mickler said.
“Savoring these letters as a whole
will embed them in our hearts and
minds, expand our capacity to
love, and deepen our faith.”

Vatican presses SSPX
traditionalists with
reconciliation expiration date
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
Vatican has pressed the traditionalist Society of St. Pius X to
accept five conditions, including
respect for the pope and his authority, as part of a reconciliation offer.
The conditions were communicated by letter to the head of
the society, Bishop Bernard
Fellay, by Cardinal Dario
Castrillon Hoyos, who has conducted an on-again, off-again
dialogue with the traditionalists
for several years.
One of the conditions set forth
in Cardinal Castrillon’s letter was
that the society respond favorably by the end of June. Vatican
sources said the deadline indicated some Vatican impatience
with the dialogue that began in
2000 and has yet to yield results.
The Vatican offer was first reported by the Italian newspaper,

Il Giornale, and followed a meeting June 4 between Cardinal
Castrillon and Bishop Fellay.
Vatican sources confirmed
that the reconciliation proposal
included the possibility of establishing a “personal prelature” or
a similar canonical structure for
the society, which would allow
the society a certain autonomy.
Last year, Pope Benedict XVI
widened the possibility for use
of the Tridentine rite, the form of
Mass used before the Second
Vatican Council. That was a
long-standing request of the society.
But Bishop Fellay has continued to criticize the Vatican on
other matters, and has expressed his society’s continued
opposition to several teachings
of Vatican II.
In April Bishop Fellay said the
time was not right for reconciliation with the Vatican, because
church leaders have not taken
steps to reverse the “crisis” introduced by Vatican II.
One source said the new
Vatican offer signaled that the
Vatican was not willing to continue dialogue with the traditionalist
society indefinitely. There was
some hope, but not much optimism, that the society would accept the proposal, he said.
The conditions laid out by the
Vatican were:
• A commitment to a response
that is proportionate to the generosity of the pope.
• A commitment to avoid any
public intervention that does
not respect the person of the
pope and that could “be negative for ecclesial charity.”
• A commitment to avoid “the
pretext of a magisterium superior to the Holy Father” and to not
present the society in opposition to the church.
• A commitment to demonstrate the will to act honestly in
full ecclesial communion and in
respect of the pope’s authority.
• A commitment to respect the
date, fixed for the end of June, to
respond positively. This deadline is described as a “necessary
condition” for the preparation
for a reconciliation.
The society broke with the
Vatican in 1988 when its founder,
the late French Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre, ordained four
bishops against papal instructions; Bishop Fellay was one of
those ordained.
At that time, the Vatican said
those involved in the ordinations were excommunicated.
Bishop Fellay has asked the
pope to repeal the decree of excommunication as one major
step in the reconciliation
process.
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Pope turns spotlight on St. Paul as model for modern Christians
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI is known to the
world as the successor of St.
Peter, the first pope. But for the
next 12 months he’ll be turning
the spotlight on St. Paul, the
Church’s archetypal missionary.
The jubilee year marks the
2,000th anniversary (more or
less) of the apostle’s birth, and it
fits nicely into what has become
an important theme of Pope
Benedict’s pontificate: the
Christian duty to evangelize.
As the pope told the Roman
Curia last December, the idea of
all religions getting along harmoniously does not negate the
task of leading others to Christ.
“Whoever has recognized a
great truth, who has found a
great joy, should transmit it. He
cannot in fact keep it to himself.
Gifts so large are never destined
for just one person,” he said.
The pope has pointed to St.
Paul as a model of evangelizing
energy. Known as the “Apostle of
the Gentiles,” he preached
across a vast swath of
Mediterranean
lands
and
helped move the early Church
into the larger world.
Born in Tarsus, in what is
today part of modern Turkey, St.
Paul grew up in a Jewish family
and became a tent-maker by
trade. Said to be present at the
stoning of St. Stephen, the first
martyr, he became a zealous
persecutor
of
Christians
throughout the Roman lands of
the eastern Mediterranean and
Asia Minor.
On the way to arrest
Christians in Syria, as recounted
in Scripture, he was blinded
temporarily by a vision of Jesus
Christ. As he recovered in
Damascus, he was “filled with
the Spirit” and was baptized.
St. Paul eventually made a series of four major missionary
journeys that stretched from
Jerusalem to Rome, where he
was finally put to death by
Roman authorities.
Pope Benedict has held up the
life of St. Paul as a lesson to
modern Christians, a theme he
is certain to expand upon during the jubilee year.
In particular, the pope has
cited the apostle’s conversion as
relevant to Christians of every
age. Contemporary men and
women, the pope has argued,
are also open to that kind of lifechanging experience, which is
always based on the personal
encounter with Jesus Christ.
The pope has pointed to St.
Paul’s martyrdom as exemplary
as well, saying that in every era
Christianity is only effective and
credible if Christians are willing
to “pay personally for their faith
in Christ.”
“He lived and worked for
Christ; he suffered and died for
him. How current is his example
today,” the pope said of St. Paul.

CNS PHOTO/SCALA/ART RESOURCE, NEW YORK

ST. PAUL is shown preaching in this late Gothic painting attributed to Luca di Tomme. Following his
conversion, St. Paul made a series of four major missionary journeys that stretched from
Jerusalem to Rome.
A quick glance at papal texts
reveals that St. Paul is by far the
most quoted of Scripture writers
in Pope Benedict’s sermons and
talks. That trend is about to intensify as the entire Church experiences a full-immersion

course in his life and writings.
Unlike Pope John Paul II, who
visited several sites where St.
Paul lived and preached, Pope
Benedict does not have current
plans for a “Pauline pilgrimage.”
But he already walked in the

footsteps of the apostle when he
visited Turkey in 2006. At
Ephesus, where St. Paul is said
to have preached, the pope said
Mass and recalled the principle
that fueled the apostle’s missionary activity: that “all men
and women, including the pagans, are called in Christ to
share fully in the mystery of salvation.”
The pope shares another
major conviction that St. Paul
emphasized frequently when he
preached in a new area: that
Christians can be good citizens,
and that the Gospel is not foreign to any culture or any population on earth.
Sts. Paul and Peter were two
very different figures for the
early church, and there were
tensions between the two—
something Pope Benedict has
mentioned more than once.
But he also has recalled that,
according to Rome tradition, the
two saints met in Rome before
they were martyred, hugging and
blessing each other. As the pope
put it, despite all their human differences, they showed the world
“a new and authentic way of
being brothers.”
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Youths’ faith enlivened at sold out Steubenville of Rockies event
BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

Youth groups from all over the
country traveled to Denver recently to learn to give witness to
their Catholic faith.
The immensely popular
Steubenville Youth Conference
came to Denver 11 years ago to
form the advent of Steubenville
of the Rockies. This year, more
than 2,100 high school youths
attended the June 20-22 conference held at the Holiday InnDIA Convention and Trade
Center.

The conference theme was
“witness” and was taken from
Acts 1:8: “But you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you and you shall be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”
The event aimed to help the
youths understand the Holy Spirit
as the living presence of God in
their lives and that the Spirit empowers them to give witness to
the good news of Jesus Christ, according to event organizer and
speaker John Beaulieu.

Saturday morning awakened
with the music of Paul Hood and
band. Energy surged through
the crowd of teenagers as they
clapped, swayed and waved
their arms to the music. The atmosphere was far more like a
Friday night concert than an
8:30 a.m. conference.
Father Stan Fortuna, a
Franciscan Friar of the Renewal
who is fondly known as the rapping priest from the Bronx, celebrated the Saturday morning
Mass with matched excitement.
A preacher to the soul, he spoke

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

TEENS participate in Mass at the recent Steubenville of the Rockies
Youth Conference.
to the students in an engaging
and relatable manner.
In 1987 Father Fortuna started
a nonprofit recording company,
Francesco Productions, to evangelize through music ranging in
genres from contemporary
Christian, jazz, folk, and reggae
to rap. His popularity has
spread to YouTube.
In his homily, Father Fortuna
explained the day’s Gospel reading (Matt 6:24-34) by reflecting on
the Annunciation. He said that
when Mary assented to be the
mother of God, she agreed trusting God would provide for her.
“To witness Mary’s yes unleashes the capacity for us to be
able to learn simplicity,” Father
Fortuna said.
The message of humility and
trust in God’s providence, he
PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR
said, is what Jesus teaches when FRANCISCAN FATHER Stan
he tells us to learn to live as the Fortuna was the main celebrant
wildflowers of the field. Christ’s at the June 21 Mass.
acceptance of the cross—ultimately declaring that not his Office Director Chris Stefanick,
will but the Father’s will be Priestly Vocations Director Father
done—is similar to Mary’s fiat, Jim Crisman, and Life Teen direcnoted Father Fortuna. We too tor Lisa Epperson.
The annual Steubenville of the
are called to trust in God’s provRockies conference is sponsored
idence with humility.
Conference participant Adam by the Archdiocese of Denver and
Prusa, 16, of Omaha, Neb., put Franciscan University. More than
the priest’s message another 38,000 Catholics are reached anthrough
Franciscan
way: “Life is simple; do not get nually
University’s 27 conferences
too caught up in everything.”
When life does get complicat- throughout the country.
Kimberley Bell, 14, of Notre
ed due to sin, the participants
were told, the sacrament of rec- Dame Parish in Denver said she
onciliation can help one get attended the conference for an
back on the right track. The stu- “interesting and uplifting expedents had the opportunity to rience.”
Chaperone Jolene Stolz, 24, of
participate in the sacrament of
reconciliation throughout the Spirit of Christ Parish said that she
hoped students came away from
conference.
In addition to Masses and rec- the event with a renewed sense of
onciliation, the youths also par- dignity and faith in Christ that will
ticipated in eucharistic adoration. affect their lifestyles. A conferBreakout sessions gave the youths ence of this magnitude gives parthe chance to hear poignant ticipants a sense of the larger
speakers and ask pressing ques- Church, she said.
Conference performer Paul
tions. Topics explored in the sessions included vocation discern- Hood said that teenagers are
ment, marriage, prayer, sharing looking for something real.
“Kids are drawn to this conferChrist at home and aiding the
poor. National and local speakers ence because people are pasincluded Franciscan Father Dave sionately living out their faith,”
Pivonka, pro-life speaker Melanie he said, “and they want permisWelsch, archdiocesan Youth sion to do that.”

E VA N G E L I Z AT I O N l 9

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l JULY 2, 2008

In China, the need for Bibles is now
BY ALEXANDRA PFENNINGER

As many as 70 million people in
China are Christian, yet 90 percent of them do not own a copy of
the New Testament. Due, in part,
to restrictions imposed by the
country’s atheistic government,
many of those without a copy
now will never have one.
“It may be hard for us to imagine that there are Catholic men
and women who have never been
able to possess their own personal Bible and yet, this has been the
reality for the vast majority of
Catholics in China,” Most Rev.
Thomas Olmsted, the bishop of
Phoenix, said in a letter.
Owning a Bible in China is
challenging for several reasons.
While purchasing one is legal, officials allow only a fixed number
to be printed each year. They are
then sold through registered vendors who are required to document the names of all customers
for government records.
Most registered vendors, however, operate in cities, far away
from the majority of Christians,
many of who are farmers in rural
regions. Bringing in less than a
dollar a day in some cases, many
of these farmers do not have the
means to buy a Bible.
However, with world attention
currently focused on the country
due to the upcoming summer
Olympics, “we may be living at a
historical moment of opportunity,” said Bishop Olmsted.
Bishop Olmsted recently
joined Pope Benedict XVI in endorsing “Bibles for China: Project
2010,” a campaign seeking to donate as many as 15 million Bible
packages before the games end in
late August.
Pope Benedict XVI contributed
$50,000 to the effort, enough to
print 12,500 Bibles.
Now, Partnership4China, the
nonprofit behind the campaign, is
hoping to match the Holy Father’s
contribution with the help of dioceses across the United States.
The nonprofit hopes to give
every Christian in China a Bible
package including a copy of the
Bible written in Chinese characters, a DVD about “The life and
Teaching of Jesus of Nazareth,”
and the booklet “Discovering God
in Chinese Characters.” At $4 per
package, $60 million will be needed to meet the campaign’s goal.
Approved by the government
to print all Bibles in China and
distribute them across 23
provinces, the project is the first
of its kind since communist rule.
Partnership4China, which is
based in Washington, has been
cultivating relationships in the
country for 15 years. Connections
with key government officials,
members of Partnership4China
said, allowed them to obtain necessary permits. The campaign,
they said, was also made possible
by a great infrastructure of lay
people. According to board mem-

bers, they work with nearly 500
individuals.
Bishop Sam Jacobs of HoumaThibodaux, La., recently endorsed
the campaign as well. He called it
“a grace opportunity that God has
opened for us to continue the work
of the Gospel in China.”
“Very few of us will ever have
the opportunity to go to another
country and share our faith,”
Bishop Jacobs wrote. “But
through this project, we can be
the indirect means by which this
is done.”
Despite government regulation
and varying degrees of persecution, the Church in China is
booming.

It may be hard for us to
imagine that there are
Catholic men and women
who have never been able
to possess their own
personal Bible and yet,
this has been the reality
for the vast majority of
Catholics in China.
Most Rev. Thomas Olmsted,
bishop of Phoenix
“There is such potential for incredible growth,” Father Tom
Forrest,
an
advisor
to
Partnership4China, told the
Denver Catholic Register. Father
Forrest is an international speaker who has traveled in the country giving talks on several separate occasions.
Father Forrest said that when
the government made it legal
four years ago, 4,000 women took
religious vows in less than two
years. Another 2,000, he said, are
preparing to take vows.
According to Father Forrest,
“there isn’t growth like that anywhere else in the general Church
today.”

BIBLES FOR CHINA
For more information or to
donate: visit online at
www.partnership4china.net

Bishop Jacobs has said the
Chinese “Church is about to explode,” but warned it will “undergo further restrictions.”
“I believe that this is a rare opportunity we have to bring the
Good News of salvation into
China in a massive way,” he said.
“Because of the Olympics, China
has opened some doors, which
will allow the message of Jesus to
reach hundreds of thousands of
CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC
people in China. It is a ‘window of BIBLES in Chinese are seen in the back of the Catholic cathedral in
opportunity.’”
Nanjing, China, in this March 13, 2007, file photo.
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Golden parish breaks ground for new building
BY JOHN GLEASON

Ground was broken June 28
on the campus of St. Joseph
Church in Golden for a new
parish center.
The 11,000-square-foot structure will feature a community
center, offices and social hall
and will replace the current
parish hall, which will be renovated into an education center.
The early evening groundbreaking ceremony was the culmination of three years of meetings, planning and fundraising,
according to longtime parishioner and secretary of the building committee, Teri Lauwers.
“A few years ago, we began to
talk about fixing up the current
parish center,” she said. “When
we brought the idea to the attention of the finance council the
discussion turned to the idea of
investing in a new building.”
A study was made to determine
the feasibility of the two-phase
project, a process that got many
people involved, according to
project manager Mark Huff.
“There was a lot to do to make
this happen and it didn’t rest
with just one or two people,” he
said. “A lot of hands made this
work; parishioners and staff
identifying the need, presenting
it to the finance council, establishing a building committee
and of course we worked with
the archdiocese to make sure all

PHOTO PROVIDED

ST. MARTIN de Porres Church in Boulder

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY OF WES WEBER

FATHER Joseph Monahan, pastor of St. Joseph Church in Golden,
officiates over the June 28 groundbreaking ceremony. The new
parish hall will be completed next spring.
Most of the pledges have been
the proper documents were in
collected, but other money
order.”
Huff said that for all the po- came from the sale of parish
tential hurdles a project of this property.
“We have 19 acres of land on a
magnitude could run into, it
hill that reaches back beyond
moved smoothly.
Fundraising and working with the church and current hall,”
the city of Golden were other Lauwers said. “We have an infactors the parish contended terested buyer in six acres that
with, which also proved suc- we don’t use and money from
that sale gave us what we needcessful.
“So far, the cost projection is ed to begin construction.”
$3.8 million,” Lauwers said.
“Half of which had to be in the This groundbreaking was a
bank before we could break
ground.
We began with a big event. People took part
in a drawing to see who
fundraising drive, which quickly
raised over $2 million in
would be part of turning
pledges.”
over that first shovelful of

dirt. There is a lot of pride
in what is going on here—a
lot of excitement. We can’t
wait to see the building
begin to take shape.
Teri Lauwers,
Secretary of the building
committee
Father Joseph Monahan, pastor of St. Joseph’s, said parishioners have been very supportive of the project in their suggestions, prayers and financial support as well.
“St. Joseph’s is an alive
parish—a caring family,” he
said. “The people are very close;
they know and help each other.”
The approximate completion
time is nine months, which
means the opening could be in
April or May.
“This groundbreaking was a
big event,” Lauwers said. “People
took part in a drawing to see who
would be part of turning over that
first shovelful of dirt. There is a
lot of pride in what is going on
here—a lot of excitement. We
can’t wait to see the building
begin to take shape.”
Huff agreed, adding that the
project has brought the community together.
“This hall will be a great addition to the parish and will allow
us to expand our programs,” he
said. “Exactly what an active
parish needs.”

Boulder church to celebrate
40th anniversary with Mass
SPECIAL TO THE DENVER
CATHOLIC REGISTER

Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., will commemorate
the 40th anniversary of St.
Martin’s Parish in Boulder on July
27 with a 9 a.m. Mass at the
church, to be concelebrated with
current pastor Father Herman
Jayachandra and Father Manuel
Gabel, a former pastor.
“We are grateful to the archbishop and the former pastors to
come and say the Mass with us, to
thank God with us,” said Father
Jayachandra.
Founded in 1968, the parish initially celebrated weekend Masses
at Southern Hills Junior High
School and in space lent by nearby
St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church. With the purchase of a
parish rectory at 3700 Armer Drive,
the parish held meetings and daily
Mass in the rectory basement.
Boulder Architect Keith Ames
designed St. Martin de Porres
Church. Construction, at a cost of
approximately $250,000, began in
1970. Archbishop James V. Casey
dedicated and blessed the new
facility on June 6, 1971.
In 1984 Meridian Retirement
Homes purchased three and a
half acres of parish property for
$750,000. With the credit gained
for the parish, the Archdiocesan
Revolving Fund underwrote the
building of a new Parish Center at
St. Martin’s. Begun in January
1991 at cost of $1.1 million, the
Parish Center contains six classrooms, offices, a commercial
kitchen and a large hall with a collapsible
dividing
wall.
Archbishop J. Francis Stafford
dedicated and blessed the new
church annex on Sept. 19, 1991.
In 1993, remodeling extended
to the Church itself to refurbish
the sanctuary with a marble altar,
ambo
and
new
lighting.
Additionally, the tabernacle was
returned to the sanctuary nearer
the altar. New furnishings included pews, baptismal font and
stained glass windows. On the
north side, the windows depict
the life of St. Martin de Porres, on
the south, several American
saints. The cry-room was trans-

formed into a confessional. On
Feb. 12, 1995, Archbishop Stafford
officiated at the blessing in the
newly remodeled Church.
In 1998, endowed with an
anonymous donation, the parish
built a chapel for perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
in the space of a former church
office. The chapel was dedicated
that November.
Succeeding founding pastor
Father John Rae were Father
Leonard Alimena (1970-73),
Father John Holoway (1973-75),
Father Cathal Longwill (1975-79),
Father Albert Puhl (1979-94), and
Father Manuel Gabel (1994-97).
Father Jayachandra began his
pastorate in June 1997.
“I am blessed to be the pastor
here after so many great men
were appointed here and ran the
parish very well,” Father
Jayachandra said. “I am enjoying
the fruits of their labor.
“I am also blessed,” he added,
“to have generous people.”
Permanent Deacon Karl Matz,
ordained April 2, 1977, continues
to serve St. Martin’s. Deacon
Francis “Bud” Boselli, ordained
March 25, 1991, also served the
parish for many years.
Priestly vocations from St.
Martin’s include Father John
Hilton, ordained in 1982, and
Father Christopher Renner in
1991. In 2005 Angela Read entered the Benedictine Abbey of St.
Walburga, where she is currently
a novice.
Parish programs include a
Religious Education program,
RCIA, Legion of Mary, three Bible
studies, two Koinonia social
groups, a social concerns committee, an art guild, a sewing and
knitting society, a widows’ fellowship, and a men’s club.
After the anniversary Mass
there will be a breakfast in the
Parish Hall.
“All parishioners, past and
present, and invited friends are
welcome to come,” said Father
Jayachandra.
Those planning to attend the
breakfast should call the parish
office at 303-499-7744. St. Martin
de Porres Church is located at
3300 Table Mesa Drive.
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Lalmba founder honored
BY JOHN GLEASON

He founded and runs what he
calls “the world’s smallest relief
agency,” and last month,
Deacon Hugh Downey was honored for it.
On June 21, Deacon Downey
of Spirit of Christ Church in
Arvada, was recognized by St.
Mary’s University in Winona,
Minn., with its Religious Service
Award for his work as founder
and president of the Lalmba
Association, a relief agency that
provides health care and education to children in East Africa.
The presentation was made
Brother William Mann, president of the university.
“Forty-four years ago, a U.S.
Army communication specialist
named Hugh Downey found
himself stationed at a remote
eastern
African
outpost,”
Brother Mann said as he made
the presentation. “Today, Hugh
and his wife, Marty, are guardian
angels to more then 1,500
African children who are part of
this outreach program.”
Deacon Downey, who graduated from St. Mary’s in 1962, told
the Denver Catholic Register that
he was grateful at receiving the
award.
“I have to say it does make me
feel good,” he said, expressing
gratitude to his alma mater.
Deacon Downey said that

LALMBA

when he went into the service,
For more information
he was “a bit foggy” about the
Online: visit www.lalmba.org
rest of the world. He found himP
hone: 303-420-1810
self stationed at an isolated post
in Ethiopia. While he was there,
E-mail: lalmba@lalmba.org
he fell in love with the country
and the people.
“I knew of Africa but didn’t help of numerous volunteers.
know it was so beautiful,” he The agency has served more than
said. “And the people were so 2 million patients and has cared
for hundreds of orgracious and welcomphaned
children
ing. The experience
through its facilities in
was a real eye opener.”
Eritrea, Ethiopia and
After leaving the
Kenya. The Downeys
service, Hugh and
split their time between
Marty were sent to
a shared grass hut on
Africa for three years as
the shores of Lake
lay missionaries from
Victoria in Kenya, locattheir Diocese of Kansas
ed in the rain forest of
City, Mo. They went
Ethiopia, and their
with confidence, behome in Arvada.
lieving they had a lot to
“We spend about six
give and to teach. But DEACON HUGH
DOWNEY
months in Africa,”
the time they spent in
Deacon Downey said. “Then we
Africa taught them something.
“The longer we were there the spend the rest of our time back
more we came to understand here to recruit and train medical
that we didn’t have as much to professionals for the hospitals
give them as they had to give and clinics. And of course we
us,” Deacon Downey said. “We also raise funds to keep the projdidn’t have as much to teach ects going. It can be a crazy life.”
Usually given to bishops,
them as they had to teach us.
We were students of Africa if you monsignors and priests, Deacon
will and the more we learned, Downey may be the first permathe more we learned what we nent deacon to get the award.
“I don’t care who you are or
could give.”
They founded Lalmba, which where you’re from,” he mused,
means “place of hope.” The med- “whether you’re religious, clergy
ical relief organization is headed or not—do something that
by the couple and is run with the makes life worthwhile.”

Nonprofit delivers health, hope
For the past 20 years Project
C.U.R.E., a Denver-based nonprofit organization that delivers
donated medical supplies and
equipment to developing countries, has been working to save
the lives of people across the
globe, all the while making a difference in the lives of those that
volunteer.
Project C.U.R.E. is the world’s
largest distributor of donated
medical supplies and equipment
to developing nations, working
with more than 120 countries
worldwide. The nonprofit organization has a presence in 10 major
cities nationwide.
With a volunteer force of 10,000
people across the United States,
and a small staff of under 20 persons, Project C.U.R.E. serves as an
organization that helps people
make a difference without leaving
their home town. Since 2001,
George Roberge, Project C.U.R.E.
vice president of operations, has
been doing just that. Raised in
New Hampshire, Roberge grew up
a cradle Catholic and lived in a
community that was focused on
giving back.
“I heard about Project C.U.R.E.
as I was leaving the trucking industry,” said Roberge. “When I walked
into the warehouse in Denver, I
was overwhelmed by the volume
of supplies and equipment and the
amount of work that needed to be
done, it’s been eight years and
there is still so much to do.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

GEORGE Roberge has worked with
Project C.U.R.E. for eight years.
Roberge, his wife Debra, and
their two children Matthew, 22,
and Molly, 16, are parishioners of
Our Lady of Loreto Church in
Foxfield. Matthew is a student at
Creighton University and Molly attends Regis Jesuit High School.
Roberge, who spent many years
traveling in his previous profession, enjoys spending time at
home with his family and feels
blessed that his position at Project
C.U.R.E. allows him to set an example for his children.
“One of the tenants of the
Catholic faith is to help others,” he
said. “I get to do that with everything that I do, all I have to do is
show up to work.”
For more information about
Project C.U.R.E., visit www.projectcure.org.
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A child’s life saved: The
Gabriel Project at work
BY CLAUDIA CANGILLA MCADAM

“I was really shocked by it,” Ilia
Nielsen said of her unplanned
pregnancy. During two years of
dating her boyfriend, James
Dembe, the two had worked very
hard to not have a physical relationship. But when Ilia was in her
mid-20s, that resolve failed, and
she became pregnant.
Part of the shock of the situation
came from that fact that when Ilia
was a teenager, doctors told her
she wouldn’t be able to have children. This pregnancy, under other
circumstances, would have been a
joyous occasion, but the news
“didn’t go over well with James at
all, and I was really upset,” she said.
The relationship was on shaky
grounds, and the couple considered abortion.
When she told her family of her
pregnancy, Ilia’s mother and stepfather were caring and reassuring, but her three older brothers’
reaction was something else.
“They weren’t thrilled,” she
said, understating their feelings.
However, one brother who is a
recent convert to Catholicism,
threw Ilia a lifeline of sorts. He referred her to the Gabriel Project, a
national outreach program assisting women in crisis pregnancies. Locally, the Gabriel Project
is operated out of the Respect Life
Office of the Archdiocese of
Denver. It is funded in part by
contributions made to the annual
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.
“It’s a mentoring or friendship
program,” said Mimi Eckstein, director of the Respect Life Office.
Trained volunteers are based in
26 parishes across the archdiocese. Known as “Gabriel Angels,”
the volunteers minister to
women of the community who
need not be parish members or
even Catholic. The angels assist
these pregnant women in any
way they can, including listening
to their needs and concerns,
helping them set goals, providing
referrals for housing and day care,
and obtaining clothing, diapers,
cribs, strollers, and the like.
Eckstein herself took on
Nielsen’s case.
“The Gabriel Project helped me
a lot,” Nielsen said.
While she felt isolated from her
Christian friends, and while people
were reacting to her pregnancy by
saying, “Oh, I’m so sorry,” Eckstein
handled things differently.
“She kept saying ‘congratulations,’ and telling me, yes, it’s
wrong what you did, but you can’t
dwell on that for the rest of your
life, and you can’t let that ruin
things for your child,” Nielsen said.
“I feel that God did a lot
through Mimi to encourage me
that even though it was bad what
happened, that God did forgive
me, and that he was going to help
me with this,” she said. “Now I
feel there is no need to get an

ACA FUNDS AT WORK
Nearly 50
vital
ministries
and services
are funded
in part by
the
Archbishop’s
Catholic
Appeal. The
2008 ACA is under way now.
For more information, visit
www.archden.org, click on
“Offices” then on “Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal” link. Look for
this icon in future issues of the
Denver Catholic Register
denoting ministries the ACA
funds.

abortion because God will find a
way to help you through. For
some people, that’s adoption, and
for others, He just helps you find a
way to make it.”
“Ilia started coming in on a regular basis through her pregnancy
until shortly before she delivered,” Eckstein said. “She went
through a process of being very
nervous and concerned about
everything to a real acceptance
and excitement about her baby
coming.”
Ilia’s mother, Judy Nielsen, became a big fan of the Gabriel
Project.
“I’m so pleased because it really made a difference in Ilia’s pregnancy and carrying her baby to
full term,” she said. “In this day
and age, you hear so much on the
opposite end, and it’s great that
the Gabriel Project is there.”
Ilia’s daughter Juliet was born
just over a year and a half ago.
“She is quite the little girl,” her
grandmother said. “She gives so
much joy to both her parents and
to all our family.”
“James really took to being a
dad,” Ilia Nielsen said, and the
two recently married at the
Church of the Risen Christ. In addition to their daughter, one of
the guests at the wedding was
their “angel,” Mimi Eckstein.
“When you see God intervening for you and other people
working on his behalf, it really
does develop more faith in your
life,” Nielsen reflected. “If you believe what He says, He will keep
you going and make it work
somehow. He loves you no matter what, and maybe I didn’t realize that before. I do now.”
In the Scriptures, the Angel
Gabriel delivered the message:
“Rejoice! Fear Not!” The volunteers with the Gabriel Project
continue to provide that same advice. Any woman facing a crisis
pregnancy, or anyone who would
like to volunteer as a Gabriel
Angel, is encouraged to phone 1800-713-3021.

‘Peeps’ benefit declared a success
BY JOHN GLEASON

Nearly 400 people gathered
June 6 in the Cable Center at the
University of Denver for a gala
that raised some $35,000 for tuition assistance for needy children attending Catholic schools
in the upcoming school year.
The annual Party, Peeps and
Poker event, sponsored by the
Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust’s
Junior Ambassadors, gives attendees the chance to try their
luck at poker and blackjack and
to bid on items in a silent auction.
Shawna Sambrano, events coordinator for Seeds of Hope, declared the event an overwhelming success.
“We had a big turnout and
raised a lot of money,” she said,
“It was a great evening.”
Since its inception, Seeds of
Hope has assisted more than
10,000 students with more than
$16 million in financial support
through tuition assistance, the
Adopt-A-Program, vouchers,
and school and emergency
grants to more than 37 archdiocesan Catholic elementary
schools.
Laurie Vieira, Seeds of Hope
executive director, said events
like Party Peeps and Poker provide a chance for young people
to get introduced to the Junior
Ambassadors and find out
about the volunteer programs
they participate in.
“Our Junior Ambassadors are
truly the future of Seeds of
Hope,” Vieira said. “They are

PHOTO BY JAIME LEIGH PHOTOGRAPHY

SEEDS OF HOPE Junior Ambassadors pose with organization
staffers at the 2008 Party, Peeps and Poker event. From left:
Kristen Kies, Sara Randolph, Maria Jelinek, Nancy Hinderlie, Shawna
Sambrano, Molly Hendricks, Jeanine Gilmore and Kristen Caudle.
our future leadership and our
major donors. It’s at events like
this that people—through social
interaction and networking—
come together to make Catholic
education available to economically disadvantaged kids.
Another initiative of the Junior
Ambassadors is their Thirsty
Thursdays, where members
meet quarterly at a local restaurant to mingle and to find out
how they can better support
inner-city Catholic schools.
“It’s amazing how the young
people get involved,” Vieira said.
“They attend (Party, Peeps and

Poker) or one of our regularly
scheduled Thirsty Thursdays
and find out about other events
like the school cleanups, which
provide maintenance, groundwork and general clean up to the
tune of tens of thousands of dollars to the Catholic schools.”
Upcoming school cleanups
are set for July 26 at Presentation
of Our Lady and Aug. 9 at
Annunciation. Clean-ups run
from 8 a.m. to noon and breakfast is provided. Anyone wishing to participate can get more
information by phoning 303715-3127.

Augustine Institute offers summer program
BY JOHN GLEASON

Beginning this month, the
Augustine Institute will offer its
first summer program, school
officials said.
Three intensive courses of
four to six days aim to allow people who are unable to attend the
school’s regular classes to work
toward their master’s degree,
said Edward Sri, a professor of
theology and Scripture at the
school. Sri will be teaching one
of the classes.
“We’ve had a lot of feedback
from people in Denver who are
interested in the Augustine
Institute but because of conflicts
with work, they can’t take classes
during the school year,” Sri said.
“Many are in ministry or teaching
in Catholic schools, which doesn’t allow them to enroll.”
The mission of the Augustine
Institute, which is located on the
Teikyo Loretto campus, 3001 S.
Federal Blvd. in Denver, is to
provide graduate students a coherent, unified instruction in
Scripture, Catholic doctrine and
history. Instructors and students
of the institute endeavor to
place themselves under God’s

SUMMER PROGRAM
For more information, visit
www.augustineinstitute.org or
call 303-937-4420.

grace for the purpose of being
formed in memory, intellect and
will, into effective instruments
for the renewal of Catholic culture by a union of faith and life
in the new evangelization
The three courses, each to be
held in a separate week in July
are: “Go Deeper in the Gospels,”
July 7-10; “The Big Picture of the
Bible,” July 15-18; and “Today’s
Cultural Crisis,” July 21-26.
Registration is under way. So far,
more than 60 people have
signed up. Sri said the institute
was delighted to be offering
these courses, and not only to
those from the Denver area.
“We’ve also had people from
around the country who’ve expressed interest in our unique
program and they can’t move to
the city to attend classes yearround. But they could come out
for a short, intensive course for a
week,” he said, adding that the

classes aren’t exclusively for
those working toward a degree.
“We also get a lot of people
who are simply interested in
studying Scripture or want to
study theology more and grow
more spiritually,” Sri said. “They
don’t necessarily want a master’s
degree, they just come to sit in
on a class and get to know the
word of God better; to know
their Catholic faith better and to
grow in their relationship to
Christ.”
In addition to the summer program, the Augustine Institute
plans to launch a distance education program this fall where students can take classes online featuring high-quality video production. Details about the 2008 program can be found on the
school’s Web site, www.augustineinstitute.org, along with
registration information, or call
303-937-4420.
“A key thing we want people to
remember is that we will continue to accept applications right
up until each class begins,” Sri
said. “It’s short … so people can
sign up and not go through a
long registration process to take
a summer class.”
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Msgr. Thomas Fryar will give the
Benediction and lead the rosary.
July 6: 3 p.m.
Healing Service: and praise Mass with
Father Dan Norick at St. Catherine of
Siena Church, 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver. Music led by Phil Perez (see
ad on page 11).
July 5: 6:30 p.m.
Vocation Discernment Holy Hour: for
young men and women; Adoration
and chanted night prayer. Little
Sisters of the Poor, 3629 W. 29th
Ave., Denver. Call 303-594-7420 for
information.
July 8: 7:30 p.m.
Rosary For Peace: held at Light of
the World Church, 10316 W. Bowles
Ave., Littleton.
Every Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Children Of Hope: Eucharistic Holy
Hour in Adoration Chapel at St.
Frances Cabrini, 6673 W. Chatfield
Ave., Littleton. Worship, songs and
prayer in quiet reflection.
Every Sunday: 3 p.m.

REUNIONS
Where Are You: Our Lady of Fatima
School alumni? For details about
alumni Mass on Aug. 16, e-mail olfalumni@fatimalakewood.com.
Search Is On: for 1965 and 1966 alumni of St. Catherine's School. Contact
Nancy at 303-986-0905.
St. Francis de Sales: graduating class
of 1958 to hold reunion this summer.
Contact Betty for details at 303-9350341.
Aug. 30
Holy Family High School: class of
1968 to celebrate 40th reunion.
Contact Maribeth Naughton at 303355-9445.
Sept. 19-20

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Jericho Jog: at St. Thomas More
Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Family fun run/walk.
Join in for food, fun and fellowship.
Call parish office for details, 303770-1155.
July 4: 8 a.m.
Car Show And Chili Cookoff: at All
Souls Church, 4950 S. Logan St.,
Denver. Sponsored by Knights of
Columbus Council 14398.
July 12: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Summer Nights: at the movies. Bring
a blanket and watch a movie under
the stars at St. John the Baptist

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Church, 323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Call 720-846-2345 for show listings
and times.
Saturdays through July 19
Annual Summer Bazaar: at Our Lady
of Guadalupe Church, 1209 W. 36th
Ave., Denver. Rides, games, amusements and prizes. Call parish office
for more information, 303-477-1402.
July 11-13
Annual Bazaar: at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver.
Raffle drawings, Italian and Mexican
food, games and live entertainment.
Call 303-455-1664 or check parish
Web site: www.holyfamilydenver.com
for more information.
July 11-13
Catholic Book Club: presents special
presentation and discussion of the
religious themes in Shakespeare’s
Macbeth led by Sarah Crockarell of
the Colorado Shakespeare Festival at
the Cardinal Stafford Library, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver.
July 16: 5 p.m.
A Complete Amusement Park: is just
part of the events at Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish’s annual bazaar. Three
days of fine food and lively entertainment. 3549 Navajo St., Denver.
Call 303-455-0447 for details.
July 18-20
Summer Festival: at St. Catherine’s
Church, featuring food, games, music
and raffle. 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver. Call parish office for details,
303-455-9090.
Juuly 25-27: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
For 86 Years: the annual bazaar has
been held at Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, 2361 E.
78th Ave., Denver. Lots of food,
country store, Bingo and raffle. Call
303-288-2442 for more information
and times.
July 25-27
Games For The Whole Family: at this
year’s parish bazaar at the Shrine of
St. Anne Church, 7555 Grant Place,
Arvada. Food, fun and entertainment
for all ages. Call 303-420-1280.
July 25-27
Delicious Mexican Food: highlights
annual Our Lady of Grace Church
Bazaar, 2645 E. 48th Ave. Denver.
Come sample the cuisine and take a
chance on the lottery. Call 303-3973440 for more information.
July 25-27

Garage Sale: sponsored by the Altar
and Rosary Society of Guardian
Angels Church, 1843 W. 52nd Ave.,
Denver. Come see the bargains, food
and even a raffle. Call parish office
for details at 303-433-8361.
July 26-27: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Find A Treasure: at the annual garage
sale sponsored by Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, 2256 S. Logan St.,
Denver. Breakfast and lunch will be
available. Call 303-722-6861 for
more information.
July 26: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
The Annual Celebration: at St.
Dominic’s Church, 3053 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver will feature plenty of games
and prizes. Sample delicious food
and take a chance on the the raffle.
Call 303-455-3613.
Aug. 2-3
Annual Fun Fest: at Holy Trinity
Church 7595 Federal Blvd.,
Westminster. Three days of food,
games and fine music. Call parish office for times, 303-428-3594
Aug. 1-3
Spiritual Worship And Family Fun: at
St. Rafka Maronite Church, 2301
Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood. Liturgy
followed by picnic on Church grounds.
Call 720-883-0354 for details.
Aug. 17: 10:30 a.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Series Of Lectures: on the Apostle to
the Gentiles. Celebrating the 2,000
anniversary of the birth of St. Paul at
St. Anthony of Padua Church, 2801 W.
Ohio St., Denver. Lectures proceeded
by Adoration, Vespers and
Benediction.
Next Lecture: Aug. 5: 6:30 p.m.
Catholic Biblical School: offering
summer classes. Cost of each class
is $60. Call 303-715-3195 for list and
location of classes.
Saturday’s through July 19
Welcome To The Catholic Church: an
introduction for newcomers, inquirers and those who want to come
home again. Class at the JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St. Call 303-715-3260.
July 28: 7 p.m.
Franciscan Federation: annual conference to be held in Denver next
month. For more information contact
Margaret Magee, O.S.F., at 202-5292334 Ext. 13 or online at
www.Franfed.org.
July 24-27

Conference: of National Alliance of
Parishes Restructuring into
Communities (NAPRC) to be held at
Spirit of Christ Church, 7400 W. 80th
Ave., Arvada. For information call
937-256-3600.
July 17-19
Catholic Marriage Prep: classes to be
held Monday’s at Holy Family Church,
4377 Utica St., Denver. Call 719-4719702 for more information.
July 7-28: 6 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend: for
those struggling with aftermath of
abortion. Come hear the message of
life and begin a healing journey. Call
303-904-7414 for registration information. All inquiries are confidential.
July 18-20
Healing Hand Of God Conference: in
Colorado Sprigs Sponsored by St.
Thomas Aquinas Society. Guest
speakers include Most Rev. Michael
Sheridan S.T.D. Bishop of Colorado
Springs. Call for information, 719636-2345.
Aug. 1-3
Midwest Catholic Family Conference:
to be held in Wichita, Kan. featuring
national speakers, fellowship, workshops, devotion and Mass. Register
online at www.catholicfamilyconfrence.org or call 316-618-9787.
Aug. 1-3
Holy Trinity Trappist Monastery: in
Huntsville, Utah, will host a vocational retreat. Walk and talk with monks
and see if monastery life is for you.
No cost but space is limited. Call 1800-221-1807 for details.
Aug. 6-10
Catholic Marriage Prep: classes to be
offered at St. Frances Cabrini, 6673
W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call for
registration information, 303-9797688.
Aug. 15-17
Classes Offered: on introduction to
the Catechism of the Catholic Church
for those who would like to deepen
their knowledge of the rich treasury
of the Catholic faith. Classes will be
held at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Call for cost and registration information, 303-715-3260.
Monday evenings beginning
Sept. 8: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
2008 Women’s Conference: at
Denver Marriott City Center, sponsored by ENDOW and Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis. Guest
speakers include Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. Call for details, 303-715-3224 or online at
www.EndowOnline.com.
Oct. 17 - 18.

PILGRIMAGE AND TOURS
Paris To Rome: pilgrimage scheduled
for this fall. Travel to Lourdes,
Monaco, Assisi and the Vatican. Call

303-794-5459 or visit online at
www.bywalkabout.com for more information.
Sept. 13-27
Travel To France And Italy: and see
Lourdes, Florence, Assisi and Rome
on 11-day pilgrimage led by Father
Gabriel Weber, O.S.M. Call 303-4550447 Ext. 13 for registration information.
Nov. 4-14
Destination-Branson, Mo.: with Silver
Threads Group of Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish in Northglenn.
Package includes transportation,
shows and lodging. Call Val at 303452-1821 for information.
Nov. 29- Dec. 6.
Travel To Holy Land: spend three
nights in Rome with Deal Hudson, director of Inside Catholic.com. Call
800-438-8281.
Dec. 1 - 12
Queen Of Americas Guild: announces
2009 pilgrimage to Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.
Call 630-584-1822 for details.
Feb. 26- Mar. 3, 2009

YOUTH
Catholic Soccer Camp: to be held at
Franciscan University of Steubenville.
Combines high-level soccer instruction with top-notch Catholic ministry.
For more information, call Antonio at
740-266-7050
July 13 - 18

VOLUNTEERING
School Clean-Ups: at area parishes
sponsored by Seeds of Hope. Four
hours of services saves the schools
thousands of dollars. Next clean up
scheduled at Presentation of Our
Lady Church, 660 Julian St., Denver.
Breakfast will be provided. To volunteer e-mail, shawnas@seedsof
hopetrust.org.
July 26: 8 a.m.- noon
Applications Being Taken: for 2009
Formation Program sponsored by Lay
Mission-Helpers and Mission Doctors
Association. Missionaries are needed
in Africa, Latin America and the
Pacific rim. Information and applications are available online at
www.LayMissionHelpers.org.
Volunteers are Needed: to open their
home to high school students from
overseas for the 2008-2009 school
year. All students require is a bed,
meals and caring family to live with
during their stay. Call 866-846-3977
Mercy Volunteer Corps: a lay volunteer program providing opportunities
for people to give a year of service
to those in need with emphasis on
service, community and prayer. For
more information call the volunteer
office at 215-641-5535
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‘Kit Kittredge: An American Girl’ warm adaptation of popular series
BY JOHN MULDERIG

NEW
YORK
(CNS)—Yes,
Virginia, there was life before cell
phones. For proof, see “Kit
Kittredge: An American Girl”
(Picturehouse/New Line).
This charming chronicle of a 10year-old
aspiring
reporter’s
(Abigail Breslin) experiences during the Great Depression in
Cincinnati brings the titular series

of dolls and children’s books to the
big screen (three made-for-television films about other characters
have aired since 2004).
As Kit surveys the world of 1934
from the safety of her backyard
treehouse, a number of adult-size
problems are headed her way.
Having lost his job, her car salesman father (Chris O’Donnell) departs for Chicago to look for work.
To stave off foreclosure, her calm,

ABIGAIL Breslin
stars in “Kit
Kittredge: An
American Girl”
in this publicity
image from
Picturehouse/
New Line. The
film opens
nationwide
July 2.

level-headed
mother
(Julia
Ormond) takes in a collection of
colorful boarders (Joan Cusack,
Glenne Headly, Zach Mills and
Colin Mochrie, among others), relegating Kit to the attic.
When indigent teen Will (Max
Thieriot) and his younger traveling companion, Countee (Willow
Smith), arrive in town, Kit befriends them and her mother
feeds them in exchange for their
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doing odd jobs. This exemplary
compassion comes despite the
disapproval of some of her
friends and the suspicions that
fall on hobos generally after a recent crime wave.
Will introduces Kit to the social
life and moral code of the local
homeless camp, giving her fodder for the series of articles she’s
hoping to sell irascible newspaper editor Mr. Gibson (Wallace
Shawn). But after a robber makes
off with her mother’s meager savings, and the police accuse Will,
intrepid Kit devotes her considerable energies to clearing him.
“Little Miss Sunshine” Oscar
nominee Breslin, who starred
most recently in “Nim’s Island,”
continues to prove why she’s one
of the most appealing of child performers, whether she’s standing
her ground with sourpuss Shawn
or quietly mourning her father’s

downfall and subsequent absence.
Director Patricia Rozema’s warm
adaptation—as scripted by Ann
Peacock from stories by Valerie
Tripp—presents a somewhat sanitized, Waltons-style view of the era.
But this pleasingly innocent tale of
a quieter, though hardly carefree
time, which has Julia Roberts as
co-executive producer, fosters persistence in pursuing goals, opposes stereotyping and will likely hit a
bull’s-eye with targeted tweens.
The USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is AI—general
patronage.
The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is G—general audiences. All ages admitted.
John Mulderig is on the staff of
the Office for Film & Broadcasting
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. More reviews are available
online at www.usccb.org/movies.

