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PAPAL VISIT
ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.
Pope reminds Church to meet
abuse crisis challenges with
honesty, humility
At nearly every stop in his American visit last week, the pope
gave more of himself than anyone expected. From his meeting
at the White House to his talk with Catholic university presidents, to his prayers at ground zero, to his enthusiastic meeting
with 25,000 young people and seminarians, to his final Mass at
Yankee Stadium, Benedict XVI showed a pastor’s love for
Catholics and non-Catholics alike.
The man imagined and misconstrued for so many years by
mainstream news media surprised them all by his warmth, gentleness, affirmation of the good in America, and candor. And
nowhere was that candor more powerful than in his forceful
comments on the clergy sex abuse scandal, and his personal
meeting with victims of abuse. In a culture where nearly every
positive gesture by a prominent person is picked apart for its
public relations content, Benedict’s pain over this American
tragedy and his apologies to victims were clearly heartfelt.
Six years after the clergy abuse story first broke, we’ve learned
a number of difficult lessons. While some victims of abuse recover and continue with their lives, others take much more time
to regain their health. Many victims of clergy sexual abuse still
need healing. The Church in the United States has worked hard
in recent years to acknowledge and help them, but more outreach and caring are needed.
In my own private meetings with abuse victims, I’ve been
struck by their courage and the love and concern of their families. I’ve also been moved by the lack of bitterness shown by
many of the victims, and their sincere desire for closure and
healing. Even when their anger is strong, that anger is often a
first step to healing. Listening firsthand to the experiences of
abuse victims is draining and deeply distressing—but the focus
of the Church is, and should be, on caring for each person who
bears this burden.
As a bishop, I’ve apologized in person on behalf of the Church for
the difficulties these persons have faced. It’s also important for the
Church not just to remember the problems of the past, but to take
every appropriate step to protect young people and families in the
future. Here in Denver, through prevention policies, background
checks, safety training and education programs, that’s been our
earnest commitment for many years. That commitment will continue permanently in the years ahead.
In his talk last week to American bishops, the Holy Father reminded us again of the grave evil of childhood sexual abuse. He
also voiced his distress at the actions of some bishops during
this tragedy. At the same time, he also acknowledged the dysfunctional nature of much of modern society’s sexuality, and the
way it helped create the abuse crisis. It’s also true that the sexual abuse of children is by no means an especially “Catholic”
problem. The scope of sexual abuse of young people in our public schools and other public institutions is now a widely reported fact. Sexual abuse is a problem that cuts across every profession and level in American society. What Catholics have learned
from the clergy abuse crisis could be very valuable in helping to
prevent abuse in other settings.
The task I outlined for our local Church three years ago, when
allegations of sexual abuse first surfaced here in Denver, remains
the same today. We are committed to supporting and helping
anyone who was a victim of sexual abuse in the past by a member of our archdiocesan clergy. We also have the obligation to
protect the faith and resources of those many Catholic families
today who are innocent of any blame and often were not even
alive when incidents of abuse took place in the past.
Balancing these duties isn’t easy. But it’s the path we’re on for
the foreseeable future. Benedict XVI has reminded us that we
need to pursue this challenge with an honest and humble heart.

Gift of papal pilgrimage: hope
BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

Traveling to see Christ’s vicar,
Pope Benedict XVI, was a oncein-a-lifetime trip for many; the
souvenir: hope.
“Ben-e-detto!” “Ben-e-detto!”
the crowd clapped and chanted
as they waved the Vatican colors
in anticipation. Emotions ran
high and excitement escalated
at the advent of the popemobile.
Nearly 60,000 people gathered
at Yankee Stadium on April 20 to
see Pope Benedict XVI. Nearly
200 of those in attendance were
from Colorado. He is the third
pope to say Mass at Yankee
Stadium, making it the venue
that has hosted the most papal
Masses in the United States.
“I’ll take home the image of
seeing Yankee Stadium going
wild for an 81-year-old man. He
represents bringing together so
many people,” said Nicholas
Sandoval, 24-year-old doctoral
candidate in chemical engineering at Colorado University and
parishioner at St. Thomas
Aquinas University Parish in
Boulder.
Sandoval described the atmosphere of New York as “in a
buzz.” Throughout the weekend
people were lining the streets
just to catch a glimpse of the
popemobile.
“Most people have affection
for the pope because he is the
supreme pontiff. Just to see his
face confirms our faith. He reminds us of who we are and who
we are called to be,” said Tess
Stone, coordinator in the
Evangelization and Catechesis
Office
for
the
Denver
Archdiocese.
“If he is willing to make the
trek to the United States to visit
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PEOPLE wave as Pope Benedict XVI leaves after celebrating Mass
at Yankee Stadium in New York April 20.

See Pope, Page 12

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
April 24: Mass, annual State Convention of the Knights of Columbus, DoubleTree Hotel, Denver (5 p.m.)
April 26: Ordination of Ruben Duran to the permanent diaconate, cathedral (10 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, St.
Joseph Parish, Akron (5 p.m.)
April 27: Mass and confirmation, St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Aurora (12:30 p.m.); Mass, cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
April 28: Mass, annual convention of the Council of Catholic Women Denver Archdiocese, Most Precious Blood
Parish (11:30 a.m.)
April 29: Mass and confirmation, St. Scholastica Parish, Erie (7 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Very Rev. Michael Mascari, O.P., Province of St. Albert the Great. Chicago, Ill., is
confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput. O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Patrick Rearden, O.P., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately,
until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will be in residence at St. Dominic Priory, Denver, Colo.
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Five parishes celebrating 50-, 55-year anniversaries

DEACON CANDIDATE Q&A

BY JOHN GLEASON

Meet: Ruben Dario Duran

This year, five parishes in the
Archdiocese of Denver are
marking 50- and 55-year anniversaries of their dedication.

55 YEARS
St. Vincent de Paul

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

In March, 1926 a new parish, St.
Vincent de Paul, was founded in
Denver. Bishop Henry Tihen
named Father Francis W. Walsh
the first pastor. Working with a
list of 175 potential parishioners,
he raised money to purchase a
16-lot site at the northeast corner
of East Arizona Avenue and South
Josephine Street. Ground was
broken in May and Bishop Tihen
officially dedicated the pressed
blond brick edifice on Nov. 14,
1926. A new rectory was built in
1940 and in 1951 construction
began on a new 725-seat church,
which was dedicated by
Archbishop Urban Vehr on Feb. 5,
1953. A remodeling was done to
the church basement in 1984,
when the new parish hall was renamed the Bishop George R.
Evans Center, after a most illustrious St. Vincent’s graduate.
An active, vibrant parish, St.
Vincent de Paul is a community
that prays together and is comprised of people who continually give of their time, talent and
treasure. Part of the parish’s mission
statement
declares,
“Because we see Christ in others, we seek out and welcome all
people.”

Good Shepherd
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Good Shepherd Church is the
offspring of the joining of two
parishes. Beginning as St. John
the Evangelist in 1891, the original church soon became too
crowded and a larger building
was put up and dedicated by
Bishop Nicholas Matz on May 10,
1903. As the congregation continued to grow, planning for a
new church began in the early
1950s, culminating with dedication of the new facility by then

Archbishop Vehr on Dec. 2, 1953.
St. Philomena’s was established
on June 21, 1911, by Bishop Matz
on the corner of East 14th Avenue
and Detroit Street. Over the
years, as membership declined in
both parishes, Archbishop James
V. Casey announced in January
1981 the two neighboring and
shrinking congregations would
be merged. The consolidated
parish was christened the Church
of the Good Shepherd and used
St. John the Evangelist Church for
services. Current pastor, Father
Neal Pfister said that the parish is
a wonderful generational cross
hatch of people.
“We have our seniors who are a
great blessing to our community;
bringing their age and their wisdom,” Father Pfister said. “And
then we have largely a lot of
young families who have moved
into the area. We’re a neighborhood parish where people are
able to walk to church or school,
which makes for a strong, positive environment.”

50 YEARS
Notre Dame
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In January, Notre Dame Parish
in Denver celebrated its 50th anniversary. The parish traces its
beginnings back to 1957 when
then-Archbishop Urban J. Vehr
paid $30,000 for a new church site
in south Denver, authorizing the
new parish. The first Mass in the
new church was celebrated at
midnight, Christmas Eve, 1958.
Following a major construction
project of a new rectory/parish
center, in 1971 the Altar and
Rosary Society installed the
church’s fine stained glass windows and a new organ and, in
1974, a new family center was
opened. Msgr. Leo Horrigan,
who has been pastor since 1989,
said he enjoys every aspect of
being a part of this parish.
“The people are strong and
close-knit, a group that has great
concern for one another,” he
said. “That makes for a strong
community. Looking forward, I
think the parish will be here for
a long, long time.”

St. Peter, Greeley
In Greeley, St. Peter Parish was
formally organized in 1903 with
the arrival of the first resident
pastor, Father J.A. Bastien. Later
the parish bought lots from the
Union Pacific Railroad in the
middle of Greeley’s finest residential section where a newer
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Ruben Dario Duran will be ordained to the diaconate during a
10 a.m. Mass April 26 in the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
DCR FILE PHOTO

church was to be built. In 1909,
the basement of the unfinished
church was christened and on
May 8, 1910, Bishop Nicholas
Matz dedicated the monumental new St. Peter’s.
The parish continued to grow
and in the early 1950s the
church underwent extensive remodeling, expanding seating
Name: Ruben Dario Duran
from 320 to 400. Slight renovation was made to the interior of
Age: 39
the church in the 1960s and
Current parish assignment:
again in the 1990s. In 1973, the
Queen of Peace, Aurora
parish was taken over by the
Wife’s name: Ana Griselda
Paulist Fathers and ran it until
Duran
the mid-1980s when it was returned to archdiocesan priests.
Years married: 13
Current Pastor Father Rocco
Children: None
Porter, V.F., describes the parish
as young and rejuvenated.
“It’s
Formation: St. Francis School
a parish filled with the Holy
of Theology for Deacons, a
Spirit,” Father Porter said. “There
division of St. John Vianney
are many things going on and
Theological Seminary, Denver
one of the busiest is our campus
ministry; (we do) a great deal of
work with the college. The parish
Q: Describe your educational
is vibrant and doing well.”
and professional background.
A: I attended up to the ninth
St. Anne, Grand Lake
grade in El Salvador, and then I
came to the United States. In
1984 I studied in the evenings
for four years (English as a
Second Language and then high
school). I graduated from high
school in 1989.
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: The spirit of serving others.
PHOTO PROVIDED

The town of Grand Lake was
established in 1897 but it wasn’t
until 1944 that what was first
called the Catholic Parish of
Kremmling-Grand Lake was
founded. The following year,
ground was purchased for a new
church which was used until a
new St. Anne Church was built
in 1957. In 1988, an $8,000 remodeling of the interior was finished which included modern
stained glass windows depicting
local lake and mountain scenes.
Father Michael Freihofer became administrator at St. Anne’s
last June. He calls the church a
very reverent place.
“Oh, this is a beautiful
church,” he said. “I like to pray
here. Our parishioners are hardworking and dedicated and I’d
have to say that my volunteers
are the hardest workers around.
This is a wonderful community
to be a part of.”

Q: What ultimately led you to
enter formation?
A: A desire to know more
about my faith and about God.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: To be of service in any way I
can to all of God’s people.

A: It was an invitation to serve
by our parish pastor. We were
initially assigned to a group of 24
couples. Father Gerardo Puga
really encouraged us along the
way.
Q: If married, how do you
plan to balance your ministry to
the Church with your responsibilities to your spouse and family?
A: Ana has been involved in
my activities and we regularly
coordinate what we need to do
in a prayerful way.
Q: How do you feel your experience as a husband and father
will contribute to your ministry
as a deacon?
A: Being married helps in ministry because we can better relate to what people are experiencing and give live testimony
to what we preach.
Q: If there was one aspect of
the diaconate that you’d like to
clarify for Catholics, what
would it be?
A: That we are not priests. In
holy orders, priests were first ordained deacons and then ordained to the priesthood. We
(permanent deacons) remain
deacons without aspiring to the
priesthood.
Q: Do you have a favorite
hobby?
A: I love to read all kinds of
books (like the lives of the saints,
Church history, etc.).
Q: Do you have a favorite
Scripture verse? If so, what is its
significance to you?
A: At the end of Matthew’s
Gospel (28:19), Jesus tells his
apostles to go and preach to all
the nations. I feel that this is a
command of Jesus that applies
to me.
Q: Do you have a favorite
saint to which you feel a special
bond? If so, describe why.
A: My special bond is to Mary,
our Mother. I feel her presence
and her intercession at all times.

Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: To be a true and faithful follower of Christ and his Gospel.
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular
apostolate or area of service. Is
there a particular apostolate to
which you feel uniquely called
by God in your role as a deacon?
A: My wife and I have a particular call to help with marriage
preparation. This is something
we have done for the last six years.

The historical information in
Q: Can you describe how God
this story is from Thomas Noel’s led you to this particular area of
“Colorado Catholicism.”
service?
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Architecture, ideas, and faith
In my Walter Mitty life, I’m not turning two with Cal Ripken at
Camden Yards, or playing the Emperor Concerto with the National
Symphony; I’m not even writing the Great American Novel. No,
when I imagine a different life it’s as an architect.
On the face of it, my architectural fantasies are quite absurd. I
can’t draw a circle. My mathematical skills are challenged by the
family check book, and I’m clueless about engineering. But I love
great buildings, and to think of the exhilaration involved in designing and building one is ... well, exhilarating.
Which brings me to one recent experience, and one splendid
book.
The experience took place in Barcelona where, this past
November, I fulfilled a longstanding ambition to visit Antonio
Gaudi’s Temple of the Sagrada Familia, perhaps the world’s most famous unfinished structure. How to describe the Sagrada Familia?
It’s an utterly unique mix of naturalism and the gothic, sprawling
over an entire city block and weaving elements of nature and classic Christian symbols together into a stone fabric unlike anything
in the world. From another point if view, it’s a kind of colossal
Christian forest, inside and out; there will eventually be eighteen
exterior spires (Jesus, Mary, the apostles, the evangelists), and inside the gothic nave, the supporting columns resemble nothing so
much as gigantic trees. The three facades—Nativity, Passion, and
Glory—are mini-catechisms of the basics of Christian doctrine.
I was in Barcelona to received an honorary degree along with my
old friend Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, former secretary to John Paul
II and current archbishop of Cracow; we climbed to the very top of
the temple, hundreds of feet above Barcelona, neither one of us
feeling at liberty to tell our hosts that hiking up open-air scaffolding
at those altitudes wasn’t our favorite pastime—and the cardinal did
it in a cassock! But we made it, and I’m glad we did, because it’s
only from that angle that you can get a full sense of both the enormity of Gaudi’s vision and his remarkable attention to detail. The
current head of construction told us that they hoped to finish what
Gaudi had begun in1892 in, say, twenty-five or thirty years. I hope
they make it—and I hope Barcelona isn’t the capital of the Islamic
Republic of Catalonia when the Sagrada Familia is done.
The splendid book in question is The Architecture of Ralph
Adams Cram and His Office, by Ethan Anthony. In the first half of
the twentieth century, when architectural modernism was riding
high, Ralph Adams Cram was the leading classical architect in
America. His most famous buildings include the Princeton
University Chapel, the Post Headquarters at West Point, St. Thomas
Episcopal Church at Fifth Avenue and 53rd Street in New York
(home to the greatest stone reredos in North America), Fourth
Presbyterian Church on Michigan Avenue in Chicago, and, of
course, the never-completed Cathedral of St. John the Divine in
New York. In addition to his magnificent churches—which he did
in Gothic, Romanesque, Tudor, and Spanish Colonial, among other
styles—Cram designed college campuses (Princeton, Rice, Sweet
Briar, Boston University), public buildings, offices, and homes.
As Ethan Anthony puts it, neatly, Ralph Adams Cram was the
“crusading knight” of American architecture, contesting for buildings that gave expression to the nobility of the human spirit and
our aspiration to touch the true, the good, and the beautiful. If, as
architect-friends tell me, contemporary construction economics
make Cram’s stone-based work impossible to replicate, then we
are the much the poorer, aesthetically, for it.
Antonio Gaudi and Ralph Adams Cram were two very different
architects, whose work could hardly be considered parallel.
Except, I would submit, in the most important sense: both men
worked out of a profound Christian sensibility, informed by classic
Christian ideas about the way the world is—and the way our stewardship of the world should function. If the banal plainness of
Bauhaus modernism bespeaks spiritual aridity, the architecture of
Gaudi and Cram is redolent with an intellectually sophisticated
faith that never loses sight of the mystical, of that which is beyond
our reason. That’s why their works soar.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. George Weigel’s column is distributed by
the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Church” calls confirmation “the
sacrament of Christian maturity.”
It is not a function of age, but of a
readiness to “assume the role of
disciple and witness to Christ”
(1319).

April 27: 6th Sunday of Easter
Scripture readings:
• Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
• Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20
• 1 Peter 3:15-18
• John 14:15-21

Key verse: “They sent them
Peter and John, who went down
and prayed for them. …Then
they laid hands on them and they
received the Holy Spirit” (Acts
8:14-17).

Theme: Confirmation. Many
of our young people will be confirmed soon. But how well to they
really understand what confirmation means? For some, it
means “graduation” from Church
and the need for any further
growth, instruction or even the
need
to
attend
Mass!
Confirmation “completes” baptism in the sense that it “completes” or confirms the graces
necessary to “spread and defend
the faith by word and deed” (CCC
No. 1285). Each confirmandi
should know the faith well
enough so that he or she is always
“ready to give an explanation to
anyone who asks you for a reason
for your hope” (second reading).
The “Catechism of the Catholic

“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Confirmation perfects
baptismal grace; it is the sacrament which gives the Holy Spirit
in order to root us more deeply in
the divine filiation, incorporate
us more firmly into Christ,
strengthen our bond with the
Church, associate us more closely with her mission, and help us
bear witness to the Christian faith
in words accompanied by deeds”
(No. 1316).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Mindful
of (Christ’s) words: “By this
everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for
one another” you should stimulate, with your enthusiasm and
charity, the activities of the

parishes, the communities, the
ecclesial movements and the
youth groups to which you belong. Be attentive in your concern for the welfare of others,
faithful to the commitments you
have made. Do not hesitate to
joyfully abstain from some of
your entertainments; cheerfully
accept the necessary sacrifices;
testify to your faithful love for
Jesus by proclaiming his Gospel,
especially among young people
of your age” (Message to the
world’s youth in preparation for
World Youth Day in Sydney,
given Jan. 27, 2007).
Application: Our young people
are growing up in an unsteady
and confusing world—a world
heavily influenced by, in the
words of Pope Benedict, the “dictatorship of relativism.” But Jesus
promised to send “an Advocate:
the Spirit of truth” to guide and
protect his disciples through the
stormy seas of life. When the
bishop (or his representative) lays
his hands on the confirmandi
they receive that same Spirit, with
all the attendant graces, in order
to know the truth and thus “assume to the role of disciple and
witness to Christ.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
On ‘love without truth’
Regarding “Love without truth
isn’t love,” (April 2 Denver
Catholic Register). Christopher
Stefanick rightly points out the
connection between truth and
morality, but I would like to add
an important point, namely, the
positive role of desire. It was
Christ, not Freud, who asked,
“What do you seek?” (Jn 1:38).
He asks this of each one of us in
order to educate our humanity
and to lead us to an understanding that our desires can only be
fulfilled in him.
Concerning the poor boy who
ought to be educated (lit. “to
lead out”), it seems that he is instead being misled: first by negligent parents and then by a
school system that is utterly
confused about the distinction
between wants and needs.
The young man does not to be
“accommodated”; he needs real

adults in his life instead of perpetual adolescents posturing as
parents and teachers. He needs
someone who can help him see
the desire to play dress up is a
sign that points to Someone
else. His desires need to be educated; they need not be (nor
should they be) taken at face
value.
If we needed yet another example of the need for economic
justice in educational choices
for parents, here it is.
Matt McGuiness
Fort Lupton

Post-abortion story:
promise for positive impact
Thank you for the article
“Abortion: interrupting motherhood,” in the April 9 Denver
Catholic Register. I don’t know of
any subject (post-abortive
women) that has a greater po-

THE SAINTS: ST. ADALBERT
956-997
Feast April
23
Born in a
castle in
Bohemia
(Czech
Republic), he
was
educated by
Bishop Adalbert of Magdeburg,
who gave him that name at
confirmation. He was ordained

in Prague and, despite his youth,
became its second bishop in
983. Initially rather worldly, he
grew austere. He tried to reform
the clergy, eradicate paganism
and raise moral standards, but
clashed with temporal rulers.
Forced twice to leave his
diocese, he was released from
his duties to take up missionary
work in Poland, where he met
great opposition and was
martyred.
© 2008 CNS

tential for an impact for good on
the pro-life movement. Thank
you—and thank (“Motherhood
Interrupted”
author)
Jane
Brennan.
Bob Dalton
Parker
Editor’s note: For more
information on post-abortion
resources, call the Respect Life
Office at 303-715-3205 or visit
online at: www.archden.org, go
to “Offices” then “Respect Life”
then “Project Rachel.” Also visit
online at: www.motherhood
interrupted.com, click on
“Resources.”

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more
than 250 words and should
include the writer’s name,
address and telephone
number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the
author and are not necessarily
those of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Letters containing
plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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The nation of
Georgia is sometimes
confused with a state
of the same name in
which country?

3. Confusingly, too, part of the
country of Georgia was
historically also known as (same
name as another area in Europe):
a. Liberia;
b. Galicia;
c. Iberia.
4. Christianity reached Georgia
by this century, or maybe even
earlier:

7. In the eighth century it became
autocephalous. What does that
mean?

10. The Church fell on hard times
when it was absorbed by this
Church in 1811:

a. The patriarch was afforded the
right to ride in a chariot (later a car);

a. Armenian;

b. It became independent (literally
self-headed);

c. Russian.

c. It was no longer associated
with the Orthodox churches.

b. Byzantine;
11. It regained its identity in this
revolutionary year:

b. Sixth century;

c. 1918.

In April the Church remembers St.
George (sans dragon). This quiz
therefore looks at everything
Georgian.

c. Seventh century.

b. Church council;

12. However, it suffered, as did
other churches from the advent
of these rulers:

1. Where is Georgia (the country)?
a. In the Caucuses;
b. In the Baltic;

b. St. Nino, a slave woman from
Cappadocia;

c. In the Balkans.

c. St. Methodius (and his brother
Cyril).

2. The nation of Georgia is
sometimes confused with a state
of the same name in:

6. At first the Georgian Christian
Church was answerable to this,
one of the Eastern patriarchies:

a. Russia;

a. Alexandria;

b. The United States;

b. Constantinople;

c. Brazil.

c. Antioch.

a. Russian Bolsheviks;
b. Turks;

a. Latin;

c. Crimean Tatars.

b. Slavonic;

13. This was despite the fact that
this Georgian and one-time

c. Georgian.

14. They regained their identity and
status during this event, known
locally as the Great Patriotic War:
a. World War I;
c. The Cold War.

a. Bishop of the Russian Church;

a. Santa Monica of California;

c. Stalin.

b. World War II;

a. Fourth century;

c. Papal visit.

b. Trotsky;

b. 1917;

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

9. The Georgian Church amassed
a significant Christian literature in
this language:

a. Lenin;

a. 1848;

8. This status was confirmed by
one of these at Antioch in 1057:

5. The conversion of the royal
family is credited to:

seminarian was their leader:

ANSWERS: 1.a, 2.b, 3.c, 4.a, 5.b,
6.c, 7.b, 8.b, 9.c, 10.c, 11.b, 12.a,
13.c, 14.b

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
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In U.S., pope preaches message of hope built on faith
BY CINDY WOODEN

NEW YORK (CNS)—From the
White House to the U.N.
General Assembly hall and from
ground zero to the Washington
Nationals’ baseball stadium,
Pope Benedict XVI preached a
message of hope built on faith
and a joint commitment to defending the dignity of the
human person.
He acknowledged the “evil” of
the clerical sexual abuse crisis,
met privately with a group of
victims and encouraged the U.S.
bishops to continue their work
to restore trust in the Church
and her ministers.
Celebrating Mass April 19 in
New York’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral
with thousands of priests and religious, the pope urged the
Catholic Church in the United
States to move past divisions and
scandal toward a “new sense of
unity and purpose.”

maintaining their traditional
values, defending human rights
and reaching out with solidarity.

United Nations

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

POPE BENEDICT XVI arrives for a rally with young people outside
St. Joseph Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y., April 19.
It is time, he said, to “put aside
all anger and contention” inside
the Church and embark on a
fresh mission of evangelization
in society.
Repeatedly during his April
15-20 stay in Washington and
New York, he made it clear that
he believed the “genuinely reli-

gious spirit” of the American
people had not been extinguished and could be strengthened.
Tailoring his message to each
group he met, Pope Benedict
urged the people of the United
States to resist the temptations
and trends of modern society,

The Vatican billed the trip as a
visit to the United Nations—
particularly to help mark the
60th
anniversary
of
the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights—and as a pastoral visit to
the United States.
Pope Benedict spent three
hours April 18 at the United
Nations, addressing the General
Assembly and U.N. staffers separately and holding private
meetings with the organization’s
top officials.
He told the General Assembly
that fundamental human rights
“cannot be applied piecemeal”
and cannot be denied or diminished because of “different cultural, political, social and even
religious outlooks.”
And, he said, when human
rights are violated it creates a
breeding ground for violence.
“Indeed,” he said, “the victims
of hardship and despair, whose
human dignity is violated with
impunity, become easy prey to
the call to violence, and they can
then become violators of peace.”

Yankee Stadium
Hours before he left April 20,
Pope Benedict celebrated an afternoon Mass in New York’s
Yankee Stadium.
“In this land of religious liberty,” he said, “Catholics found
freedom not only to practice
their faith, but also to participate fully in civic life, bringing
their deepest moral convictions
to the public square and cooperating with their neighbors in
shaping a vibrant, democratic
society.”
He urged U.S. Catholics “to
move forward with firm resolve to
use wisely the blessings of freedom in order to build a future of
hope for coming generations.”

Bishops meeting
Meeting U.S. bishops in
Washington April 16, the pope
said secularism and materialism
can influence the way people
live out their faith, causing those
who worship on Sundays to act
contrary to Church teaching the
rest of the week.
Some people think they can
pick and choose what they believe, he said.
“We’ve seen this emerge in an
acute way in the scandal given
by Catholics who promote an alleged right to abortion,” he said.
While Pope Benedict carefully
avoided appearances of taking
sides in a U.S. election year, in
his April 16 speech at the White
House, he said it was important
to preserve the traditional role
of religion in American political
and social life.
Religious values helped forge
“the soul of the nation” and
should continue to inspire
Americans as they face complex
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presided over an ecumenical
prayer service. The pope said he
was concerned that in a world
marked by a greater sense of
global unity and interdependence, the feeling of “fragmentation and a retreat into individualism” is seen in Christian denominations just as it is in the
world at large.

political and ethical issues
today, he said.
“Democracy can only flourish, as your Founding Fathers
realized, when political leaders
and those whom they represent
are guided by truth and bring
the wisdom born of firm moral
principle to decisions affecting
the life and future of the nation,”
Pope Benedict said before holding a private meeting with
President George W. Bush.
The visit to the White House
was the first official event on his
calendar, and it coincided with
his 81st birthday, when he heard
dozens of versions of “Happy
Birthday” sung in his honor.
Also during the trip, he celebrated the third anniversary of
his April 19, 2005, election as
pope.

Nationals Park
The Christian faith is not a
matter of picking and choosing
what to believe and what to discard from the Scriptures and
Christian tradition, he said.
Walking away from tradition
has split denominations and
makes it increasingly difficult

See Message, Page 12

Youth rally
That evening, at a boisterous
rally with some 25,000 young
people on the grounds of the
New York archdiocesan seminary in Yonkers, Pope Benedict
not only fueled the youths’ enthusiasm, he warned them of
the dangers of thinking freedom
could be divorced from responsibilities and from the truth
about God and human beings.
Pope Benedict offered a personal reflection on his own youth
in Germany, which he said was
“marred by a sinister regime that
thought it had all the answers.”
Nazism, he said, “banished
God and thus became impervi-

CNS PHOTO/ETTORE FERRARI, REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI prays at ground zero in New York April 20. The pope spoke with family members of
some of the victims of the 2001 terrorist attacks and with those who were first responders to the disaster.
ous to anything true and good.”
When freedom disregards absolute truth, relegating it instead to the private sphere of
the individual, relativism takes
hold, he said.
Truth is neither an imposition
nor a simple set of rules, Pope
Benedict said. “Ultimately truth
is a person: Jesus Christ.”
The pope also spoke about
the dangers of individualism
April 18 in New York when he
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2008 Julia Greeley Award
winner strives to save souls

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ENDOW’S 2008 Julia Greeley Award winner Elizabeth Wisniewski displays her award while flanked by Terry Polakovic, ENDOW executive director, and San Antonio Archbishop Jose Gomez, a board member.
BY ROXANNE KING

• TREE TRIMMING
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• PLANTING
• DEEP ROOT WATER
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• STUMP REMOVAL • INSECT-DISEASE CONTROL
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“God Makes’ Em,
We Shape’ Em”

303-292-9393
SENIOR DISCOUNT • FREE ESTIMATES
At Fowler & Peth, a building materials wholesaler,
we know what a roofing or decking project is supposed
to be... and what it is NOT supposed to be.
With a half a century of experience, Fowler & Peth can
provide homeowners with the best quality materials and
the most qualified contractors in the state.
At Fowler & Peth we make sure the job is done
right. The first time!

You’ll never look at

roofing or decking
the same way again!
Visit our showrooms at: Centennial Shopping Center
5050 S. Federal Blvd. #24, Englewood
or 4795 Forest Street, Denver

1.800.523.1241 or 303.388.6493
www.fowlerpeth.com

She’s a laywoman who is in the
business of saving souls—one
teenage girl at a time—in her
own spare time. Years ago, she
said, she made up her mind to
be a saint.
Elizabeth Wisniewski, 27, is the
2008 Julia Greeley Award recipient. Wisniewski was presented
the award April 12 by the nonprofit organization ENDOW
(Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women) during its annual Evening of Enchantment
gala. The celebration started with
a Mass followed by a silent auction, dinner and musical entertainment provided by the Joe
Peterson Dance Orchestra and
the Andrews Singers.
Founded in Denver five years
ago, ENDOW is dedicated to
teaching the “new feminism” of
Pope John Paul II. The gala,
which this year drew 425 people,
is ENDOW’s annual fundraiser.
This year’s proceeds—an estimated $60,000, organizers
said—will go toward expanding
ENDOW’s programs for middle
and high school girls.
“It is the mission of ENDOW to
show young women, in particular, that there is an alternative to
the hedonistic, self-absorbed
lifestyle touted by MTV and teen
magazines
today,”
Mercy
Gutierrez, author of ENDOW’s
high school study materials and
editor of the middle school curriculum, told the crowd.
Young people don’t want to be
sold out by the empty lies the culture of death feeds them, asserted
ENDOW marketing coordinator
Brigid Sweeney.
“They are aching for the truth,”
Sweeney declared, adding that
the phenomenal success of World
Youth Days bears witness to that.
“Pope John Paul II encouraged
us to open wide our hearts to
Christ,” she said. “To promote
truth itself—Christ.”

Through its programs Girl
Genius and True Beauty
Revealed, ENDOW teaches
young women about their Godgiven inherent dignity and feminine genius, thereby equipping
them to live lives of love and
service and to build a culture of
life, Sweeney said.
And that, she emphasized,
leads to real happiness.
“They won’t have real happiness until they have the truth,”
Sweeney said, noting the
Scriptural theme (Jn 10:10) from
Denver’s World Youth Day, “I
came that they might have life
and have it more abundantly.”
In his invocation, San Antonio
Archbishop Jose Gomez, an
ENDOW board member who
celebrated Mass for the guests
prior to the gala, affirmed that
sentiment.
“We ask for the grace to say yes
to our vocation of love and selfsacrifice,” he prayed. “Help us to
find true fulfillment by making
our lives sincere gifts to you.”
Named after a former slave and
Catholic convert who became
renowned in Denver for her piety
and her care for the poor, the Julia
Greeley Award is given to a
woman who shares her feminine
genius in a unique way. The term
“feminine genius” was coined by
Pope John Paul II to describe
women’s remarkable capacity for
empathy. The late pontiff’s “new
feminism” urges women to embrace and bring to fruition their
own particular gifts of nurturing,
sensitivity and intuitiveness, and
their ability to create community.
Young, attractive and fervently
committed to mentoring young
girls about modesty, chastity and
the new feminism, Wisniewski is
the perfect model for them of
using one’s feminine genius, said
Terry Polakovic, ENDOW cofounder and executive director. In
a video highlighting her volunteer
work, Wisniewski said that during

See Wisniewski, Page 12
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2008 Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal under way
BY JOHN GLEASON

Taking a passage from the
Epistle of St. James (2:26), “faith
without works is dead,” the 2008
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal is
under way. Through the appeal,
Catholics are asked to help support the nearly 50 services and
ministries funded by the
Archdiocese of Denver.
In a statement, Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
said one of the main missions of
the archdiocese is to create the
conditions whereby faith can
flourish, be rekindled and sown.
“One way of putting our faith
into action in our daily lives is
through acts of service,” he said,
“through our personal response
to the needs of others.”
Last year, nearly 1 in 3 households participated in the appeal.
More than 32,000 donors opened
their hearts and their pocketbooks.
Among the many ministries receiving monetary assistance
through the appeal are the archdiocese’s
two
seminaries,
Catholic Charities, the Office of
Catholic Schools, Marriage and
Family Life ministries, and the
Vocations Office. In addition, the
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal assists many other programs that
are charged with safeguarding
and nurturing all aspects of the
human person and spreading the
Gospel message
Todd Smith, archdiocesan director of annual giving, heads the
appeal.
“This is a months-long
process,” Smith said. “Work
began last September. But that’s
the time it takes. A lot of effort
goes into the appeal.”
The goal of this year’s ACA is $8.2
million. The faithful are asked to
consider a gift of 1 percent or 2 percent of their annual income.
Announcement weekend took
place April 5-6. Commitment
weekend, wherein lay witnesses

ACA FUNDS AT WORK
Nearly 50
vital
ministries
and services
are funded
in part by
the
Archbishop’s
Catholic
Appeal. The
2008 ACA is under way now.
For more information, visit
www.archden.org, click on
“Offices” then on “Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal” link. Look for
this icon in future issues of the
Denver Catholic Register
denoting ministries the ACA
funds.

related their own stories as to how
appeal proceeds benefited particular ministries, was held April 1213. Last weekend’s ACA effort
reached out to those Catholics
who are not registered in parishes.
The appeal is very much an
archdiocesan-wide effort, said
Smith.
“This year the archdiocese is
placing a great emphasis on increasing participation,” he said.
“The donations really add up as
more people get involved.”
Information was sent in letters
to the faithful and is available at all
parishes about pledge payment
plans for those not wishing to pay
all at once. All pledge cards have
return envelopes that can be taken
to the parish. All ACA gifts, emphasized Smith, are tax deductible.
“If people would like to make a
credit card donation over the
phone, they can call the appeal
office,” Smith said. “There is also
credit card information listed on
the back of the pledge cards.”
To donate by credit card, call
303-715-3111.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Mills
A Tradition of Excellence

Roofing Service

RESIDENTIAL REROOFING SPECIALISTS
COMMERCIAL • APARTMENT ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES
“DON’T GET WET”

2221 GRAY ST.
DENVER, CO

(303) 232-0324

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION • GEOTHERMAL

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

Family owned &
operated for 37 years

We’ll take care
of your AC and
heating needs!

100% Money Back Guarantee

303-424-1622
6285 West 48th Avenue, Denver

970-870-0983
Steamboat Springs
Our tech’s wear shoe covers
or your service is free

Ministering to Hispanics workshop
builds awareness of cultural gifts
BY LARA MONTOYA

The
April
8
workshop
“Ministering to Hispanics in the
U.S.A.” held at Centro San Juan
Diego in Denver gave participants
the opportunity to deepen their
understanding of the culture and
traditions of Hispanic Catholics.
Centro San Juan Diego is an initiative of the Denver Archdiocese
offering pastoral and family services and outreach to Spanishspeaking Catholics.
Presenter Luis Soto, executive
director of Hispanic Ministry for
the Denver Archdiocese, spoke
on what culture is, how Hispanic
culture is expressed and the
challenges confronting Hispanic
ministry.

Soto explored how Hispanics
celebrate the Catholic faith, including their devotion to Mary,
the value they place on the family, and their strong sense of
community and friendship. Soto
also addressed the major differences between the Hispanic and
mainstream cultures in the
United States and outlined steps
those ministering to Hispanics
should follow.
“I’ve always been interested to
know about different cultures and
work toward an understanding of
them,” said Jay Reszca, a pastoral
assistant in social justice ministry
at St. Pius X Church in Aurora.

See Workshop, Page 12
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AUTHOR Matthew Kelly speaks with an attendee of the April 16-18
Living Catholic Stewardship conference in Colorado Springs. Some
200 people attended the event sponsored by Our Sunday Visitor.

Church has bright days
ahead, stewardship
conference speaker says
COLORADO SPRINGS—The
Catholic Church suffers from a
lack of spirituality among its followers, a problem exacerbated by
the fact that pessimism is rampant in American society, according to Catholic author and speaker Matthew Kelly.
“We are no longer a spiritual
people, and that’s why people
don’t take us seriously anymore,”
Kelly told a group of 150 listeners
at the Doubletree Hotel April 16.
“Until someone stands up and
says, ‘We’ve got a big problem,’ no
one is going to stand up and
come up with a big solution.”
Kelly was in Colorado Springs
to deliver the opening keynote
address for the April 16-18 “Living
Catholic Stewardship” conference sponsored by Our Sunday
Visitor. The conference, attended
by some 200 priests and lay
Church ministers, focused on
how to increase time, talent and
treasure at the parish, diocesan
and archdiocesan levels.
“As we look around our churches, sadly we sometimes don’t see
much virtue,” said Kelly, noting
that many people who attend
Mass on Sundays are disengaged.
“Maybe the problem isn’t the
people who don’t come to
church; maybe the problem is
those who do come to church.”
However, it was not all doom
and gloom for Kelly, who remained positive that the Catholic
Church in the United States has
bright days ahead of it.
“I’m convinced of two things:
One, there’s nothing wrong with
Catholicism that can’t be fixed by
what’s right in Catholicism; and
two, if we’re not part of the solution, we’re part of the problem,”
said Kelly. “Let’s be part of the solution.”
Kelly said that part of the solution is getting Catholics passionate about their parishes and helping them realize their futures can
be brighter than their pasts.

“God wants our future to be
bigger than our past,” said Kelly,
noting that some people want to
go backward instead of forward.
“The theological truth is God
never goes back; he always moves
forward.”
Kelly, an Australia native who
tours the world giving inspirational talks, retreats and seminars
on helping people realize their
potential, said he had a conversion of faith while attending university as a teenager when he
began going to church daily. The
Matthew Kelly Foundation, based
in Cincinnati, is a nonprofit corporation that helps Kelly publish
books and deliver talks.
Kelly implored attendees of the
conference to listen to the voice
of God and to “set your parishes
on fire” with enthusiasm.
“As soon as you get people listening to God, he will lead them,”
said Kelly, who implored listeners
to write a weekly journal of what
God is saying to them and to encourage children in religious education to do the same.
When
discussing
getting
parishes excited about their
Catholic faith, Kelly touched on
the principle that 20 percent of
the members give 80 percent of
the funds and perform 80 percent
of the volunteer work. Rather
than trying to get the other 80
percent involved, Kelly suggest
getting people involved in 5 percent increments.
“Find out who the next 5 percent (of willing parishioners) are.
When you make that 5 percent
like the 20 percent, you increase
everything in the parish (tithing,
participation, etc.) by 25 percent,”
said Kelly. “Work out what the 20
percent of people have got and
how to imitate that. They’re listening to the voice of God in their
lives.
“When you get people in your
parish dreaming again,” he asserted, “you will set the place on fire.”
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Franciscan Father Ganssle dies at 76
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Father Joseph F. Ganssle,
O.F.M., a professed Franciscan
friar for 55 years and a priest for
almost 50 years, died on March 31
at St. Anthony Hospital in St.
Petersburg, Fla. He was 76.
Father Ganssle was born on
May 15, 1931, in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
the son of George and Julia
Ganssle. After attending Good
Shepherd School in Brooklyn, he
entered St. Joseph Seraphic
Seminary, Callicoon, N.Y., in
1945. On Aug. 11, 1951, he was received into the Franciscan Order
of Holy Name Province at St.
Bonaventure Friary in Paterson
and was ordained to the priesthood
at
the
Franciscan
Monastery Church, Mount St.
Sepulchre, in Washington, D.C.
on April 25, 1958.
Following ordination, Father
Ganssle spent a year of pastoral
studies at St. Anthony’s Shrine in
Boston. He then was assigned to
the faculty of Bishop Timon High

School in Buffalo, N.Y. In 1962, he
volunteered for the province’s mission in the state of Goias, Brazil,
where he ministered for five years.
In 1967, he came to Colorado and
was assigned to St. Elizabeth Friary
in Denver, where he engaged in a
wide variety of ministries over the
years as a part-time hospital chaplain and assistant Army chaplain.
He founded and was the president
of Narc-Anon Inc., a drug rehabilitation group. Father Ganssle also
served as chaplain for Our Lady of
the Rosary Academy.
He returned to New York in
2004, ministering at St. Francis
Parish in Narrowsburg, N.Y., before retiring at St. Anthony Friary
in St. Petersburg, Fla., in 2005.
A funeral Mass was celebrated
at St. Anthony Church in Butler,
N.J., on April 5. Burial followed in
the friars’ plot of Mount Calvary
Cemetery. Father Ganssle is survived by three sisters, Geraldine
Ryan of Rio Rancho, N.M.; Cecilia
Friend of Clinton, N.Y.; and
Margaret Slattery of Sarasota, Fla.

Women invited to join
Catholic Daughters
With the motto “Unity and
Charity,” the Catholic Daughters of
the Americas (CDA) have carried
out works of charity in the United
States and the world for more than
100 years. The local chapter, Court
Madonna of the Mountains, recently donated $350 to the food bank at
the Jeffco Action Center, a nonprofit
organization that provides emergency assistance to Jefferson
County residents and the homeless.
Catholic Daughters is able to donate
to many worthy charities each year
because of fundraising projects and
the generosity of the members.
All Catholic women are invited to
be members of Court Madonna of
the Mountains. For more information, contact Regent Maria Panther
at 303-984-1891. Monthly meetings
are held the first Saturday of the
month at 9 a.m. at the St. Jude
Community Center, 9405 W. Florida
Ave. in Lakewood. For more information visit the national Web site
at: www.catholicdaughters.org.

Principal-student switch

PHOTO PROVIDED

GARBED in a
school uniform
April 3, St.
Therese School
principal Laura
Dement, left,
poses with kindergarten student
Faith Alidou who
“dressed as a
principal should,”
according to
Dement. Alidou
won an out-of-uniform day with a
trade for principal-in-uniform for
being the highest
seller for the
Aurora school’s
spring fundraiser.
“She even got to
sit at my desk and
‘boss’ people
around,” Dement
added with a
chuckle.
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Message
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the people in the Church, I can
make the effort to visit him
when he comes and listen to
what he has to say,” Stone said.
Scott Cunningham of Our Lady
of Fatima Parish in Lakewood recounted the most special moment of his pilgrimage to New
York, which was the consecration
of the Eucharist at the papal Mass
in Yankee Stadium.
“I just felt it all over me; it was
like a tingling feeling,” he said.
“The Holy Spirit goes through
your whole body.”
During the Holy Father’s sixday tour, his first visit to America
during his papacy, he also celebrated Mass in Washington,
D.C., on April 17 with an audience of more than 45,000 at
Nationals Park.
Father Pawel Zborowski of
Church of the Risen Christ was
one of 25 faithful from the Denver
Archdiocese in attendance at the
Mass in Washington. He said
what he found impressive was,
“the Church was hungry for a
message of hope.”
Pope Benedict XVI satiated
this hunger throughout each
Mass and in his homily. He said,
“Today’s celebration is more
than an occasion of gratitude for
graces received. It is also a summons to move forward with firm
resolve to use wisely the blessings of freedom, in order to
build a future of hope for coming generations.”
“He communicates the mystery of Christ. Christ is our hope
and he who has hope lives differently,” said Father Daniel
Cardo, chaplain at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark.

for Christians to give a united
witness to a world in search of
meaning, the pope said.
Celebrating Mass April 17 at
brand-new Nationals Park in
Washington, the pope urged
U.S. Catholics to renew their
missionary energy at a time
when American society is at a
moral crossroads.
The pope warned of “signs of a
disturbing breakdown in the
very foundations of society” and
said people need the Church’s
message of hope and fidelity to
the demands of the Gospel.
“The world needs this witness.
Who can deny that the present
moment is a crossroads, not only
for the Church in America but
also for society as a whole?” he
said.

“I was impressed by his deep
reverence and silence,” said
Father Cardo. Even though he
was in front of so many people,
his deep prayer and devotion
was palpable.
“It is very important for any
Catholic and any priest to love
and be as close as possible with
the Holy Father,” said Father
Cardo. The pope is an internationally acclaimed author, with
some works published while he
was Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger.
“I have read a lot of his work
and I feel a strong intellectual
connection to him. His work is
very important to me,” Father
Cardo said.
“He gave us a message and
now through our prayer and
lives we need to go back to
Denver and make fruitful this
blessing,” said Darlene Lety of
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Russian
Byzantine Catholic Church who
attended
the
Mass
in
Washington with her husband
and two daughters.
Lety said the pope’s message
was amplified through media
coverage because of the upcoming presidential elections and
the fact that his visit included
stops in our nation’s capitol.
“Sometimes people need to
hear things in different ways and
be confronted with them in
order to digest them spiritually,
then the Holy Spirit does the
work to reach each person the
way they need to be reached,”
she said.

Catholic educators
Meeting Catholic educators
that evening, he said the
Catholic identity of a school or
university cannot be equated
simply with the orthodoxy of
course content, but is broader
and means ensuring “that each
and every aspect of your learning communities reverberates
within the ecclesial life of faith.”
A primary role of the Church
and, therefore, of church educational institutions is “upholding
the essential moral categories of
right and wrong.”
Without that moral guidance,
he said, “hope could only wither,
giving way to cold pragmatic
calculations of utility that render
the person little more than a
pawn on some ideological chess
board.”
The need to uphold traditional moral values and to stress the
fact that truth is not determined
by individual preference or majority vote was not a message reserved to U.S. Catholics.

Interfaith meeting
Meeting about 200 represen-

tatives of Islam, Jainism,
Buddhism,
Hinduism
and
Judaism in Washington April 17,
he encouraged all people of faith
“to persevere in their collaboration” to serve society and enrich
public life.
The pope said it was not
enough for religious leaders to
get together to find ways to ensure their people get along with
each other.
“The broader purpose of dialogue is to discover the truth,” he
said.
“By bearing witness to those
moral truths which they hold in
common with all men and
women of good will, religious
groups will exert a positive influence on the wider culture and
inspire neighbors, co-workers
and fellow citizens to join in the
task of strengthening the ties of
solidarity,” the pope said.

Synagogue
The pope met separately April
17 with the Jewish participants
in the interreligious meeting to
offer his best wishes for their upcoming celebration of Passover.
And, the next afternoon he visited Park East Synagogue in New
York.
There, the pope said he felt especially close to Jews on the eve
of Passover as they “prepare to
celebrate the great deeds of the
Almighty and to sing the praises
of him who has worked such
wonders for his people.”
He was welcomed at the synagogue by Rabbi Arthur Schneier,
78, an Austrian-born Holocaust
survivor, who called his historic
visit “a reaffirmation of your outreach, good will and commitment to enhancing JewishCatholic relations.”
Contributing to this story were
Carol Zimmermann and John
Thavis in New York and
Washington;
Beth
Griffin,
Benedicta Cipolla and Angelo
Stagnaro in New York; and Mark
Pattison, Nancy O’Brien, Patricia
Zapor, Julie Asher and Regina
Linksey in Washington.

Wisniewski
From Page 8
a World Youth Day some years
ago, she determined to be a saint.
“Please welcome, our little saint,”
Polakovic said, eliciting applause as
she introduced Wisniewski.
“A woman’s heart was made to
give, and a woman’s heart not giving is like the Titanic sitting in a
small pond,” Wisniewski said,
sharing that at first she was puzzled by that saying of Archbishop
Fulton Sheen. When she finally
understood it, she vowed not to
be “the Titanic in a pond.”
Wisniewski, a claims analyst for
an insurance company, leads a
Bible study for young women and
an ENDOW study group for girls.
In Pure Fashion, an annual modesty program for girls and teens,
Wisniewski mentors some 40 girls
for several months.
“Each year, 40 souls are entrusted to me,” she said. “With each soul
there is something Christ is asking
me to share with them, to teach
them, to listen to them and to help
them make Christ their best friend.
To me, this is the most important
role I have been entrusted with at
this point in my life.”
To explain what motivates her
apostolate, Wisniewski told a
story. You’re in a stadium filled
with people chanting your name.
To your surprise you discover they
are the people you helped to
reach heaven.
“I do what I do for the stadium,” Wisniewski said. “I do what I
do for each and every soul that
God has politely, quietly asked me
to lead to him.”

Workshop
From Page 9
Reszca said his parish has experienced a huge influx of Hispanics
over the last decade.
“That’s one of the main reasons
I’m here,” he said. “I’m trying to
embrace the gifts that have been
brought to us by the Hispanic
Catholic culture like virtue, celebrations and traditions that made
up the Church a hundred years
ago, which I think are in the blood
of older Catholics and Hispanics
(that) we (others) have lost.”
Deacon Milton Webre of Christ
on the Mountain Church in
Lakewood said the workshop
gave him a greater appreciation
for what Hispanic culture offers.
“Unfortunately,” he said, “the
emphasis (in popular culture)
swings toward all of the bad
things that are happening and not
to what the true roots of the
Hispanic culture are.”
“One of the values I appreciate
from the Hispanic culture,” he
said, “is the whole naturalness of
acting with people and being
more accepting. I find those values very encouraging and hearing how that is a dominant part
of the Hispanic culture gets me
into this even more.”
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions:
recitation of the rosary and
Benediction. St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303431-9674.
Tuesdays: 7 p.m.
Mass and Prayer Vigil: for sanctity of
life. Mass at St. James, 1311 Oneida
St., then carpool to Planned
Parenthood facility 7155 E. 38th Ave.
April 26: Mass 8:30 a.m.
Vigil 9:30 a.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Silent auction and dinner. Seawell Grand
Ballroom, 1101 13th St., Denver. Call
303-762-8300, Ext. 282 for ticket information.
April 25: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Healing Mass: in honor of St.
Peregrine, OSM, patron of cancer patients. Will include anointing of the
sick. Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church, 3549 Navajo St.
May 2: 6 p.m.

Sons of Italy: Denver Lodge 2075 to
hold 50th anniversary dinner and dance
at 5925 W. 32 Ave. For information and
reservations, call 303-2325-9308.
April 26: 7 p.m. dinner
8:30 p.m. dancing

Praise Mass and Healing Service: with
Father Sebastien Pelletier at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd. Call 303-432-2694 for
information.
May 3: 6:30 p.m.

Council of Catholic Women: annual convention at Most Precious Blood Church,
2200 S. Harrison St. Call 970-332-3332
to register.
April 28: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. Benediction and recitation of the rosary by Father Andreas
Hock.
May 4: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Searching: for eighth-grade grads of St.
Catherine’s 1965 and 1966 classes for
purposes of organizing a reunion. Call
Nancy O’Brien at 303-986-0905.
Anchors Away: 2008 gala to benefit tuition assistance at St. Mary’s Academy.

Spring Sharing Celebration: where
dancers and dance choirs showcase
pieces they’ve been working on. To be
held at First United Methodist Church,
1500 14th St., Golden. Preregistration
for those who wish to dance. Contact
Joceile Nordwall at 303-789-1145 for
more information.
May 3: noon
Annual Modesty Fashion Show: sponsored by Pure Fashion will be held at
Hyatt Regency Denver Tech Center. Call
for ticket information, 720-482-3573 or
visit online at
www.purefashion.com/denver.
May 4: 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Icon Workshop: for beginners at St.
Dominic Parish, 3053 W. 29th Ave. No
experience necessary. Instructor
Cecelia will teach how to create an icon
in traditional method. Class size limited. Call 303-238-8983 for registration
and tuition information.
June 1-6
Marriage Encounter Weekend: encourage couples to live responsible relationships. Call 303-627-7240 for more information.
May 2-4
Women of Grace: eight-week Catholic
study for women in Wheat Ridge. Call
Jennifer for location and details, 720327-8310.
April 30: 7:30 p.m.
Cathedral Book Club: will read “Death
Comes for the Archbishop” by Willa

Cather. Call Rebecca at 303-359-2975
for more information.
May 7: 7 p.m.
A Man for All Seasons: presented by
seminarians of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in the refectory
stage, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Call
303-715-2000, Ext. 3855 for information.
April 25 & 26: 7:30 p.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Lost Boy of Sudan; a gripping tale of a
refugee’s journey from Sudan to
Ethiopia. Light of the World Church,
10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton.
April 24: 7 p.m.

Theology of the Body: academic, fiveday retreat titled, “Head and Heart,” at
St. Malo Retreat, Conference and
Spiritual Center in Allenspark. For information and to register, call Maria at
215-302-8200, Ext. 104.
May 11-16
Mountain retreat: with Sts. Francis and
Clare. Conducted by Chaplain Len
Schreiner, at the Loretto Spirituality
Center, 4000 S. Wadsworth Blvd.,
Littleton. Call 303-776-1460.
May 9-11
A Catholic Boys Summer Camp: at Camp
Santa Maria for boys ages 10-15. Character
development, spiritual growth and fun.
Call 303-972-1006 for information.
June 8-14
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CNA and Personal
Care Provider

HELP
WANTED

St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Parish, Denver
(Auraria Campus) seeks a part-time

FUNDRAISERS for a non-profit

organization 4:30pm- 8:30pm Tues-Sat
$8.00/hr
plus incentives. E-mail resume to:
FT positions for evening
lead@associationforseniorcitizens.com
and nights at
Or call Carol 303-455-9635 after 4:30pm
Westminster assisted
or apply in person at
living community.
Med. Cert a plus. Beautiful The Association for Senior Citizens
friendly community.
2839 W. 44th Ave. Denver, CO 80211
PH: 303-426-9090
Seniors are encouraged to apply.

Morning/Afternoon
Team Leader

To place an ad call Aleks at 303-715-3212
or e-mail to dcrads@archden.org

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish
Part-time Director of Pastoral Music

Director of Religious
Education.
West: 303-232-9999
East: 303-343-9900
South: 720-981-0804
Full Time Housekeeper Needed

Dominican Sisters Home Health Agency
for a non-profit organization. Part-time work St. Elizabeth Parish is seeking a Director of Pastoral Friendly people needed who love the sick, elderly and/or the
poor. You must be a licensed driver with a reliable, insured
Music on a part-time basis. Position requires
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Tuesday – Saturday.
car. If you are interested in this position please call Sandra
instrumental
and
vocal
skills
and
strong
knowledge
$9.00 plus commission after 60 days of
at 303-322-1413 ext.10 for additional information and an
of Roman Catholic music and liturgy. This person
employment. Seniors are encouraged to
application. The office hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am - 4:30pm
would
be
a
member
of
the
parish
Liturgy
Committee
apply. Send resume to marketing@associaBecause of the nature of our work, all are required to pass a
and have excellent interpersonal skills.
tionforseniorcitizens.com or apply in person
For further information, go to www.stelizofhungary.org background check. Dominican Sisters Home Health Agency is
at the Association for Senior Citizens
celebrating 85 years of providing free in-home care, services and
or contact Lauretta at 303-534-4014.
2839 W. 44th Ave., Denver, CO 80211
equipment to the needy of Denver. Come and join our team.
Send email to saintelizabeth@qwestoffice.net

Organist/Musician

303-289-6489
if interested.

720-747-0737

ARE DECLINING CD RATES PLAYING HAVOC
WITH YOUR INCOME?
IS YOUR RETIREMENT PORTFOLIO VALUE
PLUMMETIN
N G WITH THE STOCK MARKET?
Call our 24 hour recorded hotline at 1-800-232-4391
ext. 777 to receive your FREE no obligation report
which will show you how savvy investors are
outsmarting banks and the IRS to dramatically
increase their net spendable income.

Regis University offers exciting career opportunities at:
https://jobs.regis.edu . Computers can be accessed at many public
libraries as well as the Regis Department of Human Resources at
3333 Regis Blvd in Denver (West Hall).
Regis University, with more than 16,000 students, is comprised of
Regis College, the College for Professional Studies, and the
Rueckert-Hartman College for Health Professions. The University
is recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a Top School in the
West and is one of 28 Catholic Jesuit colleges and universities
throughout the United States. In addition to the main campus in
N.W. Denver, CO, Regis has campus locations in the DTC, Longmont,
Broomfield, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora, and Las Vegas,
NV, and offers online programs.
Regis does not unlawfully discriminate in either the provision of
educational services or in employment practices on the basis of
race, color, religion, national origin, creed, ancestry, gender, age,
marital status, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, physical or mental disability, or any characteristic protected by applicable local, state, or Federal law. Within this context, Regis does
reserve the right to give employment preference to persons who
demonstrate by word and practice a commitment to the
University’s mission and educational goals.

Accidents
Family Law

Cut Rate
HAULING

Law Office of

A trash & junk
removal service

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

PROFESSIONAL
(303) 623-9383
SERVICES

If you want your house
to be the cleanest one
in town call Ella the

"Cleaning

Attorney at Law

Business Disputes
Civil Litigation
(303) 221-4500

Seeking an individual to provide part-time receptionist
support to the parish. Require some receptionist/
clerical experience. Responsible for answering
phones, light typing and assisting the Business
Manager and Priests with the daily office routine.
Hours are 1 pm - 5 pm, Monday through Friday.
Require bilingual Spanish/English. Please apply
in person between the hours of 10 am to noon to:
Lupe Escobedo, Our Lady of Guadalupe
1209 W. 36th Ave.,Denver CO 80211

School Administrator opening
St John Neumann Catholic School, Pueblo, CO.: is
accepting applications for the position of Administrator.
Qualifications: School Administrative experience
and experience with students in both elementary and
middle school levels preferred.
Duties: The Administrator leads all school operations
and reports to the Board of Directors.
Applications: Please submit resume and letter of intent
to: St. John Neumann Administrator Search, P.O. Box 333,
Pueblo, Colorado 81004, or call (719) 561-9419. Position
opens until filled.

- AVIS RENT A CAR

Light of the World Catholic Church
c/o Father Michael,
10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton, CO 80127

303-921-6369

Specialist

world, references.

5801 E.County Line Pl.

Catholics within 2 hours
of Denver, please
share ideas on finding
MCS- safe housing.
Single, retired,
elsa-mcs@sabath.net

Locally owned.

FOR SALE
OR RENT

PRAYER TO BLESSED MOTHER

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

Advertising Manager
Highly organized, motivated & creative
manager for archdiocesan newspapers
Duties: manage sales reps & budget, develop strategy
for increasing clients, revenue & subscriptions
Qualifications: 3-5 years sales & management
experience; Bachelors degree; preferred
newsroom/media sales experience
Salary, goal-based incentives & benefits package

Administrative/ Graphic Arts Assistant
Organized, detail-oriented, personable assistant
for communications office front desk
Duties: administrative responsibilities;
special projects graphic layout and design;
web content updates
Qualifications: 3-5 years administrative
experience; graphic arts portfolio
Send resumes to Jeanette.DeMelo@archden.org
or call (303)715-3230

FOR SALE

Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

" 303-734-0153
Big or small jobs welcome
Furniture, appliances,
at: 720-535-6391. Pick up service available
mattresses, TVs, remodeling debris, garage sale Ella has the biggest Weekend rates, no extra
leftovers, dirt, trees, etc.
experience in the
charge for airport return

Need Denver
area housing

Joseph A. Davies

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR
Light of the World Catholic Church in Littleton Colorado is seeking
a part-time Director of Music to coordinate and direct the various
choirs, and music ministers of the parish for weekend liturgies,
funerals and etc. Individuals must be proficient in Catholic liturgical
music, must play piano (and possibly guitar) be skilled in directing
a choir and willing to work with the Liturgy Committee and planning team. Inquiries can be made directly to Father Michael at
frmichael@lotw.org or by sending your resume to:

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST

“Blessings”

needed for 5pm
Looking for private
masses at Our Lady companions to provide
Mother of the Church,
service to clients
Commerce City, CO.
in home, nursing
Please call
homes,
assisted living
Father Terry Kissell at
facilities/CNA’s, PCP’s.

For information & application (due May 1st)
go to www.stelizofhungary.org
or contact Lauretta @ 303-534-4014
or saintelizabeth@qwestoffice.net

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,fruit of the
vine, splendors of heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
A star of the Sea, help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of
Heaven and earth, I humbly beseech you from bottom
of my heart to succor me in my necessity (make request).
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, Mary
conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee. Holy Mary I place this cause in your hands.
Thank you for your mercy toward me and mine.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days and publicize. G.

CEMETERY

2 bdrm, spacious condo,
PLOTS
Boulder Valley schools, Last 2 side-by-side
totally remodeled w/all
available in this
upgrades & new applibeautiful
location at
ances, attached garage,
Mt.
Olivet
(Sct
31, blk 3,
formal dining & huge
lot 25, graves 2+3);
deck facing West,
$2,500 each.
$157,000.

303-666-6427

970-240-3931

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored,
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout
the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us.
Thank you St. Jude for prayers answered.
C.J., W.J. & J.J.

Thanksgiving Novena to Saint Jude
In the Catholic Church, a novena is a devotion consisting of prayer said (most typically) on St. Jude’s Novena
- Thank You Prayer O Holy Saint Jude, Apostle and Martyr, great in virtue and
nine successive days, asking to obtain special graces. These may consist of small prayer May the Sacred heart of Jesus
Holy Father, Holy Spirit and Jesus, Virgin Mary
rich in miracles, near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful
be adored, glorified, loved,
books, recitation of the Rosary, or small prayers throughout the day.
and preserved throughout and all the following Saints: Ann, Elizabeth, Joaquin, intercessor of all who invoke your special patronage in
- HOW TO PUBLISH YOUR PRAYER OR MESSAGE OF THANKS - the world now and forever. Joseph, Jude, Theresa of the Child Jesus, Anthony, time of need, to you I have recourse from the depth of
Sacred heart of Jesus, have
my heart and humbly beg to whom God has given such
The St.Jude novena is unique in that traditionally when you pray to St.Jude you are told mercy on us. St.Jude, worker
Fr. Serra, Philomena, Peregrine, Felicity, Agatha,
great power to come to my assistance. Help me in my
you must "promise to publish your request or thanks and encourage devotion to St.Jude".
of miracles, pray for us.
Lucy, Mr. Cabrini, Catherine of Alexandria, Kateri, present and urgent petition. In return I promise to make
What does this mean? By publishing your message, you demonstrate your faith and
St.Jude, helper of the hopeyour name known and cause you to be invoked for your
Monica, Augustine, James, Peter, John, Luke,
commitment to letting God through St.Jude help bring change to your life.
less, pray for us. Thank you
aid. Amen. Say three Our Fathers, three hail Marys and
St.Jude for favors granted.
Stephen, Mark, Matthew, Rose of Lima, Dominic,
This faith is an important step in showing our openness to receiving God's
Glorias. Publication must be promised. This novena has
Say this nine times a day for
response to our prayers. Without such conviction, all of our prayers are doomed to fail.
Benedict,
Michael,
Gabriel
and
Raphael
nine days and publicize. It is
never known to fail. I have my request granted.
1 box PRAYER/NOVENA - $36 per week, 2 box PRAYER/NOVENA - $72
Thank You for my healing. Teresita
known to never fail. S.W.
T.H.H & N.S.H.

l 15

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l APRIL 23, 2008

S ERVICE D IRECTORY
PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

HOME
303-693-7018
REMODELING Senior Citizen Discount

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

(303) 733-0832
Not in conjunction with other discounts

Remodeling

Gutters, Roofing Colorado Plumbing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

1. Concrete work,
all kinds
& Heating
2. Trash removal
Plumbing Repair Specialists 3. Tree trimming,
Since 1987 * Professional
removal
Prompt * Courtesy Service 4. Fence installation
Repair * Remodel
& maintenance
* Installation
Denver Metro
303.766.4300

Call: Jack
40 yrs. experience

Quality Work

Fast and Friendly Service

Senior Discount

303-429-0380

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

(303) 937-8854

MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

FREE ESTIMATES

PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

10 year warranty
$AVE WATER
& MONEY

Fast, friendly service

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. (65 +) or
Veteran Discount
Free Phone Consultations
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown

720-560-3192

REALTOR

Please mention
the
ad in the Denver
Buying & Selling
Catholic Register
Personalized
Approach
when you call on
for your real estate needs
advertisers!

Phyllis
Nelson

720-587-9716
Broker Associate
Coldwell Banker

Tile/Grout
ANY WEATHER
ROOFING & GUTTERS Problems
Ceramic Tile
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:

LAWN CARE

• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

Roofing, Gutters

Solid Surface
Products

Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

ELECTRIC
We love
small jobs!
303.596.6870

CONCRETE
REPAIR

• Crack Repair
• Surface sealing
• Patio/Garage Coating
• Deck/fence staining
and more...

10% spring disc.

FOR FREE ESTIMATE

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

AFFORDABLE

Free Estimate
Cory 303-422-3409

720-470-3300

SM
CJ Roofing Company
www.cjroofing.com
Sprinklers
We install repair
and winterize.
Senior Discount on
new systems.
35 yrs in business.

ALL WORK guaranteed 303-988-0432
303-523-5859 303-946-1264
A FINE FINISH PAINTING
Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext
Bonded & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding *

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

PAINTING

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
INSECT-DISEASE CONTROL

303-292-9393
A-1
SPRINKLERS

To place an ad call Aleks at 303-715-3212
or e-mail to dcrads@archden.org

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts
CALL NOW!

303-394-2802

PRO
IMAGE
PAINTING
Since 1984

It’s all in the Details!
Including Drywall,
Texturing & wall paper
removal.
720-434-3090
10% off with ad
Bonded & Insured

Manuel Reeves

PAINTING
Where your business
is always appreciated!

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates

keep increasing?

* Have a negative amortization ARM where your balance is

Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409
United Children’s Fund, Inc.
www.unchildren.org

Mike’s Painting
& Decorating
Interior & Exterior painting,
Drywall repair & texturing,
Power washing.
Serving Metro Denver and Northern Colorado

PAYMENTS GOING UP?

To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

Over 25 Years
Experience
• Residential
• Commercial

* Have HELOCs or ARMs whose rate and payments

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO

62 Years • Family Owned

going up and your equity is going down?
* Have high interest credit card and other non-tax
deductible debt with huge payments?
Now is the time to FIX your problem with a new FIXED RATE
mortgage. Let me put together a strategic debt plan
integrated into your overall financial plan to show how
we can maximize your wealth. For a FREE, no cost, no
obligation analysis valued at $200 please give me a call at…

303-256-5748
Randy Spierings
Strategic Debt Planner - Englewood Branch
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.

"The Local Company You Can Trust"

Toll Free - 888-240-6758
rjspierings@comcast.net
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

720-628-2024
Have a business?
Let our readers know!
More than 90,000 potential customers...

How to place an ad:
1. Submit it by mail, fax or e-mail
2. Payment options are by check,
money order or credit card
(Visa, MasterCard, Discover)

3. Receive a confirmation and dates
your ad will run (run it for 3 weeks or
more to get additional discount)
Regular size box - $36 per 1 week
Double size box - $72 per 1 week
For information and ad placement call Aleks
303-715-3212, dcrads@archden.org
Fax: 303-715-2045
Mail: Attn. Aleks, Denver Catholic Register
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
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Personal story of World War II Europe make the horrors more real
April 29 marks the 63rd anniversary of the liberation of the
Nazi German concentration
camp Dachau. May 2 is Holocaust
Remembrance Day.
BY RACHELLE LINNER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

To understand a period as
complex as World War II and the
Holocaust we need to read both
trained historians and ordinary

men and women. Historians
provide a broad overview and
an understanding of context but
it is only individuals who can
communicate the intimate details of what it is like to endure
the suffering of mind, body and
soul that is the reality of war.
Personal narratives can elicit the
empathy and identification that
move the reader to compassion
and insight.
Luxembourgian Father Jean

BOOK
“Priestblock 25487: A Memoir
of Dachau,” by Jean Bernard.
Translated by Deborah Lucas
Schneider. Zaccheus Press
(Bethesda, Md., 2007). 196 pp.
$14.95.

Bernard (1907-1994) was a prisoner in the Dachau concentration camp from May 1941 to

August
1942.
“Priestblock
25487” was originally published
in a newspaper series in 1945
and was loosely adapted into
the acclaimed 2004 German
film, “The Ninth Day.”
Father Bernard’s factual narrative is direct and explicit reportage and as such it gives a
brutally honest recitation of
what it was like to endure the
clergy barracks of Dachau. It is
difficult to imagine how people

CNS

THE COVER of “Priestblock
25487: A Memoir of Dachau”
by Father Jean Bernard. Father
Bernard was a prisoner in the
Dachau concentration camp
from May 1941 to August 1942.
His memoir was originally published in a newspaper series in
1945 and loosely adapted into
the acclaimed 2004 German
film “The Ninth Day.”
managed to endure these
depths of misery: physical and
emotional torture, starvation,
disease, unceasing cold, hard
physical labor and merciless
guards.
Moreover, conditions could,
and often did, change radically.
At the whim of sadistic guards
and the camp commandant, rations were cut and prisoners
were assigned to more dangerous or useless work details, or
forced to undergo collective
punishment exercises.
Father Bernard does not offer
theological reflections on his experience but in a luminous passage he describes participating
in his first Mass at Dachau. “‘Hoc
est corpus meum.’ I look at the
two bits of bread in my hand,
and as the one for whom we are
suffering all this comes into our
midst, as in their hearts hundreds of priests join their offering with that of the Savior, tears
roll down my cheeks. It becomes
a single offering that certainly
creates new ties between heaven and earth.”
It is because of his suffering
that Father Bernard has the
right to call on us not to forget,
but to forgive.
“We must forgive while remaining conscious of the full
horror of what occurred, not
only because nothing constructive can be built on a foundation
of hatred ... but above all for the
sake of him who commands and
urges us to forgive, and before
whom we, victims and executioners alike, are all poor
debtors in need of mercy.”
Rachelle Linner, a freelance
writer and reviewer, lives in
Boston.

