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IN HIS 2008 LENTEN MESSAGE, Pope Benedict XVI notes that almsgiving both helps the poor and frees us
from attachment to worldly goods. Today, Feb. 6, is Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, the
season that calls Christians to prayer fasting, repentance and charity. Above, schoolchildren in India hold their
chalkboards. Today in India, 52 percent of women and girls remain illiterate. Money from Operation Rice Bowl,
the Lenten almsgiving program of Catholic Relief Services helps the education system that includes women
and girls in India. Last year, CRS raised $8 million through Operation Rice Bowl, which funds a multitude of
food, education and health efforts in 40 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the United States.
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Lent: an amnesty
to refocus on our
friendship with God
For millions of Christians around the world, Feb. 6 this year
marks the beginning of Lent, the annual season of almsgiving, self-examination and repentance. Lent prepares us for
the great feast of Easter. The fasting and acts of self-denial
most of us make during Lent in food, drink and entertainment reflect a key truth about our faith. Christianity is incarnational. God’s word became flesh in the person of Jesus
Christ. His death on the cross and his resurrection from the
grave remind us that each human being — body and soul —
was made by God, redeemed by Christ and destined for eternal life.
For Catholics, Lent is a time when God invites all of us to
enter into a deeper relationship with himself. Lent is our pilgrimage to Calvary, and beyond that, to Easter and abundant
life. Jesus came to save us; to show us that our lives have
meaning; that God loves us; that despite all our sins, no matter how dark, he treasures us as his sons and daughters; that
suffering has a purpose; that each person no matter how infirm or disabled has dignity; and that death is never the end
of who we are.
All of us live much of our daily lives with an interior struggle. On the one hand, each of us is born with an ache for
“something more.” We all have a natural longing for happiness, but we can’t be happy alone. We were made for wholeness, for friendship with one another, and for communion
with our Creator. This is what Augustine means in his words
from the Confessions: “Our hearts are restless, (God,) until
they rest in thee.” Like Augustine, our hearts are restless for
the joy which only friendship with God through Jesus Christ
can bring.
On the other hand, all of us are selfish. Each of us is a sinner. Again and again, despite our best intentions, we make
wrong choices, do bad things and hurt those we love. And on
the heels of our personal failures always comes the temptation to despair of ever really changing. We’re tempted to
shrug off holiness as a “good idea” that just doesn’t work.
Of course, Catholics should know better because we have
the example of the saints. The better we know the stories of
the saints, the better we understand that most of them were
very much like us. They were ordinary people who gradually
made a habit of the right choices and good actions. Day by
day, they wove extraordinary lives out of ordinary material.
With God’s help, we can do the same. Lent is not a time to
revile ourselves. After all, what God loves, we hardly have the
right to hate. But the fasting, prayer and mortifications of the
season do have a very important purpose: they help us to
clear our soul of debris. They cut away the selfishness that
obstructs our view of God and blocks his light from us. As
Scripture says, in denying ourselves we find ourselves — because we’re incomplete and restless, we’re not fully ourselves,
without God.
Lent is an invitation to dethrone the distractions that keep
our hearts restless and empty. If we make room for the real
King, he’ll do much more than fill the space. He’ll make us
what he intended us to be: saints. So let’s live this Lent not as
a burden, but as an amnesty, a joy, a way of refocusing ourselves on the one thing that really does matter eternally —
friendship with God.
For each of us, there’s no better place to begin or renew
that friendship than in the confessional. God’s love for his
people is the one love that does not and cannot fail.

Almsgiving frees us from lure of worldly
‘Christ made Himself poor for
you’ — 2 Cor 8: 9
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
1. Each year, Lent offers us a
providential opportunity to
deepen the meaning and value
of our Christian lives, and it
stimulates us to rediscover the
mercy of God so that we, in turn,
become more merciful toward
our brothers and sisters. In the
Lenten period, the Church
makes it her duty to propose
some specific tasks that accompany the faithful concretely in
this process of interior renewal:
these are prayer, fasting and
almsgiving. For this year’s
Lenten message, I wish to spend
some time reflecting on the
practice of almsgiving, which
represents a specific way to assist those in need and, at the
same time, an exercise in selfdenial to free us from attachment to worldly goods. The
force of attraction to material
riches and just how categorical
our decision must be not to
make of them an idol, Jesus confirms in a resolute way: “You
cannot serve God and mammon” (Lk 16,13). Almsgiving
helps us to overcome this constant temptation, teaching us to
respond to our neighbor’s needs
and to share with others whatever we possess through divine
goodness. This is the aim of the
special collections in favor of
the poor, which are promoted
during Lent in many parts of the
world. In this way, inward
cleansing is accompanied by a
gesture of ecclesial communion,
mirroring what already took
place in the early Church. In his
Letters, St. Paul speaks of this in
regard to the collection for the
Jerusalem community (cf. 2 Cor
8-9; Rm 15, 25-27).

2. According to the teaching of
the Gospel, we are not owners but
rather administrators of the goods
we possess: these, then, are not to
be considered as our exclusive
possession, but means through
which the Lord calls each one of
us to act as a steward of His providence for our neighbor. As the
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church” reminds us, material
goods bear a social value, according to the principle of their universal destination (cf. n. 2404).
In the Gospel, Jesus explicitly
admonishes the one who possesses and uses earthly riches
only for self. In the face of the
multitudes, who, lacking everything, suffer hunger, the words
of St. John acquire the tone of a
ringing rebuke: “How does God’s
love abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees a
brother or sister in need and yet
refuses to help?” (1 Jn 3,17). In
those countries whose population is majority Christian, the
call to share is even more urgent, since their responsibility
toward the many who suffer
poverty and abandonment is
even greater. To come to their
aid is a duty of justice even prior
to being an act of charity.
3. The Gospel highlights a typical feature of Christian almsgiving: it must be hidden: “Do not
let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing,” Jesus
asserts, “so that your alms may
be done in secret” (Mt 6,3-4).
Just a short while before, He said
not to boast of one’s own good
works so as not to risk being deprived of the heavenly reward
(cf. Mt 6,1-2). The disciple is to
be concerned with God’s greater
glory. Jesus warns: “In this way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven” (Mt
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THE PRACTICE of almsgiving is
illustrated in a window at the
Shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre in
Quebec City. Alms, the freewill
offerings to those in need, are
the focus of this year’s Lenten
message from Pope Benedict
XVI. He said almsgiving helps
Christians conquer the constant
temptation to become slaves to
wealth and material goods.
5,16). Everything, then, must be
done for God’s glory and not our
own. This understanding, dear
brothers and sisters, must accompany every gesture of help
to our neighbor, avoiding that it
becomes a means to make ourselves the center of attention. If,
in accomplishing a good deed,
we do not have as our goal God’s
glory and the real well being of
our brothers and sisters, looking
rather for a return of personal
interest or simply of applause,
we place ourselves outside of
the Gospel vision. In today’s
world of images, attentive vigilance is required, since this
temptation is great. Almsgiving,

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 6: Ash Wednesday Mass, cathedral (5:30 p.m.)
Feb. 7: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.); followed by College of Consultors meeting;
Legatus Mass, Christ the King Chapel (6:20 p.m.)
Feb. 8: Colorado Catholic Conference Board of Governors meeting
Feb. 9: Mass, Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs Parish (10 a.m.); Mass, Neocatechumenal Way (6:30 p.m.)
Feb. 10: Rite of Election, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (2:30 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.); Mass
at the cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
Feb. 11: Augustine Institute Open House (7 p.m.)

CORRECTION
The date and time for the Father Roc O'Conner, S.J., "Pastoral Music Today" lecture was wrong in last week's
Denver Catholic Register. The event is set for 7 p.m. Feb. 7. The Register apologizes for the error.
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wealth, says pope in Lenten message
according to the Gospel, is not
mere philanthropy: rather it is a
concrete expression of charity, a
theological virtue that demands
interior conversion to love of
God and neighbor, in imitation
of Jesus Christ, who, dying on
the cross, gave His entire self for
us. How could we not thank God
for the many people who silently, far from the gaze of the media
world, fulfill, with this spirit,
generous actions in support of
one’s neighbor in difficulty?
There is little use in giving one’s
personal goods to others if it
leads to a heart puffed up in
vainglory: for this reason, the
one, who knows that God “sees
in secret” and in secret will reward, does not seek human
recognition for works of mercy.
4. In inviting us to consider
almsgiving with a more profound
gaze that transcends the purely
material dimension, Scripture
teaches us that there is more joy
in giving than in receiving (cf.
Acts 20,35). When we do things
out of love, we express the truth
of our being; indeed, we have
been created not for ourselves
but for God and our brothers and
sisters (cf. 2 Cor 5,15). Every time
when, for love of God, we share
our goods with our neighbor in
need, we discover that the fullness of life comes from love and
all is returned to us as a blessing
in the form of peace, inner satisfaction and joy. Our Father in
heaven rewards our almsgiving
with His joy. What is more: St.
Peter includes among the spiritual fruits of almsgiving the forgiveness of sins: “Charity,” he
writes, “covers a multitude of
sins” (1 Pt 4,8). As the Lenten
liturgy frequently repeats, God
offers to us sinners the possibility of being forgiven. The fact of
sharing with the poor what we
possess disposes us to receive

such a gift. In this moment, my
thought turns to those who realize the weight of the evil they
have committed and, precisely
for this reason, feel far from God,
fearful and almost incapable of
turning to Him. By drawing close
to others through almsgiving, we
draw close to God; it can become
an instrument for authentic conversion and reconciliation with
Him and our brothers.
5. Almsgiving teaches us the
generosity of love. St. Joseph
Benedict Cottolengo forthrightly
recommends: “Never keep an account of the coins you give, since
this is what I always say: if, in giving alms, the left hand is not to
know what the right hand is
doing, then the right hand, too,
should not know what it does itself” (Detti e pensieri, Edilibri, n.
201). In this regard, all the more
significant is the Gospel story of
the widow who, out of her poverty, cast into the Temple treasury
“all she had to live on” (Mk
12,44). Her tiny and insignificant
coin becomes an eloquent symbol: this widow gives to God not
out of her abundance, not so
much what she has, but what she
is. Her entire self.
We find this moving passage
inserted in the description of the
days that immediately precede
Jesus’ passion and death, who, as
St. Paul writes, made Himself
poor to enrich us out of His
poverty (cf. 2 Cor 8,9); He gave
His entire self for us. Lent, also
through the practice of almsgiving, inspires us to follow His example. In His school, we can
learn to make of our lives a total
gift; imitating Him, we are able
to make ourselves available, not
so much in giving a part of what
we possess, but our very selves.
Cannot the entire Gospel be
summarized perhaps in the one
commandment of love? The

Lenten practice of almsgiving
thus becomes a means to deepen our Christian vocation. In
gratuitously offering himself, the
Christian bears witness that it is
love and not material richness
that determines the laws of his
existence. Love, then, gives
almsgiving its value; it inspires
various forms of giving, according to the possibilities and conditions of each person.
6. Dear brothers and sisters,
Lent invites us to “train ourselves” spiritually, also through
the practice of almsgiving, in
order to grow in charity and recognize in the poor Christ
Himself. In the Acts of the
Apostles, we read that the
Apostle Peter said to the cripple
who was begging alms at the
Temple gate: “I have no silver or
gold, but what I have I give you;
in the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene, walk” (Acts 3,6). In
giving alms, we offer something
material, a sign of the greater
gift that we can impart to others
through the announcement and
witness of Christ, in whose
name is found true life. Let this
time, then, be marked by a personal and community effort of
attachment to Christ in order
that we may be witnesses of His
love. May Mary, Mother and
faithful Servant of the Lord, help
believers to enter the “spiritual
battle” of Lent, armed with
prayer, fasting and the practice
of almsgiving, so as to arrive at
the celebration of the Easter
feasts, renewed in spirit. With
these wishes, I willingly impart
to all my apostolic blessing.
+Pope Benedict XVI
—Oct. 30, 2007
The Vatican
© Copyright 2007, Libreria
Editrice Vaticana

Lenten activities abound in archdiocese
‘Durer to Rembrandt’ exhibit

BY JENNIFER NOWAK

Traveling exhibit features 200
hundred original artworks from
the 15-17th centuries consisting
of woodcuts, etchings and engravings by 20 artists, primarily
Durer
and
Rembrandt.
Sponsored by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
Dates: Feb. 12-16 at 7160 Bayou
Gulch Road, Parker; Feb. 26March 1 at 100 E. Malley Drive,
Northglenn; March 18-22 at 2710
S. Monaco Parkway. Free admission but tickets required. For tickets and hours, visit www.rembrandtexhibit.org. Patrons without tickets will be put on standby.

Triduum workshop rescheduled
One-day workshop “Treasures
of the Triduum” which was to be
held last week is now set 8:30 a.m.4 p.m. Feb. 8, Bonfils Hall, John
Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St.
Father Douglas Martis of the
Liturgical Institute of Mundelein
Seminary in Chicago will present.
Cost: $15 per person, includes
lunch. Call 303-715-3156.

Holy Ghost Stations
Holy Ghost Parish, 1900
California St., offers Stations of the
Cross at noon Fridays of Lent.

Cathedral Basilica Stations
During Lent, pray the Stations of
the Cross Fridays following the
5:30 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St.

Icon exhibition
DESCENT from the Cross, 1633,
Rembrandt Harmensz. van Rijn

Cardinal Stafford Library presents an exhibition of handcrafted
icons based on the ancient
Russian Byzantine style, Feb. 21-

LENTEN REGULATIONS
The 40-day season of Lent begins today, Feb. 6. To assist the
faithful in their observance of the penitential season, the
archdiocesan Office of Liturgy has provided the following list of
Lenten regulations.

1. By the law of God and the custom of the Church, all Christians are
required to do penance.
2. The season of Lent retains its penitential character. The days of
penance to be observed under obligation are Ash Wednesday and all
Fridays of the Lenten season.
3. Abstinence from meat is to be observed on all Fridays of Lent.
The law of abstinence and fast is to be observed on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday.
4. The law of abstinence forbids the consumption of meat. The law of
fasting permits only one meal a day. Fasting means having only one full
meal to maintain one’s strength. Two smaller meatless and penitential
meals are permitted according to one’s needs, but they should not equal
the one full meal. Eating solid foods between meals is not permitted.
5. The law of abstinence binds those who have celebrated their 14th
birthday. The law of fasting binds those who have celebrated their 18th
birthday, and continues until they have celebrated their 59th birthday.
6. Pastors and parents should take particular care to educate the
young to a true sense of penance and self-discipline. More frequent
use of the sacrament of reconciliation and attendance at daily Mass
should be encouraged during Lent, as well as other practices of
penance and self-sacrifice.
7. The Fridays of the year outside Lent remain days of penance, but
each individual may substitute traditional abstinence from meat with
some other practice of voluntary self-denial or personal penance:
this may be physical mortification, act of religion, charity or
Christian witness. These works should be considered a minimal
response to the Lord’s call to penance and conversion of life.
8. All priests and confessors are delegated to grant dispensations
to individuals and to families, both inside and outside the
sacramental form.

Lenten program fights hunger
BALTIMORE — Millions of
Catholics from more than 14,000
parishes, schools and community groups in the United States
will launch Operation Rice Bowl,
Catholic Relief Services’ annual
Lenten program, on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 6.
Each Lent, participants in
ORB put donations into individual cardboard bowls — or rice
bowls — which are collected and
donated to projects that allevi-

ate hunger in 40 countries in
Africa, Asia, Latin America, and
also the United States. By making a small sacrifice and eating
less than they normally would
each week, people can donate
the money they would have
spent on food to support CRS’
mission to fight global hunger.
For more information about
Operation Rice Bowl, call the
Denver Archdiocese’s Social
Ministry Office at 303-715-3171.

May 12. Reception and artist talk
set 5 p.m.-8 p.m., Feb. 21. Library
is in the John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St. Call 303-238-8983.

Peter’s World Youth Day pilgrimage. Call 970-330-2985.

St. Michael’s dinner, Stations
Knights of Columbus will
serve Icelandic cod Fridays of
Lent, 5 p.m.-7 p.m., Feb. 8March 14 at St. Michael the
Archangel Parish, 19099 E. Floyd
Ave., Aurora. Stations of the
Cross follow at 7 p.m.

Granby dinner, Stations
Our Lady of the Snow Parish,
300 N. 11th St., Granby, offers
fish dinners Fridays of Lent, 5
p.m.-7 p.m., through March 14.
Take-out orders available, 970887-3721. Stations of the Cross
follow at 7 p.m.

St. Peter’s fish dinners
During Lent St. Peter’s Parish in
Greeley is sponsoring fish dinners at Randy’s Pub and Grill, 708
31st St., Evans. A percentage of
every dinner sold is donated to St.

Lenten soup suppers
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish
Suppers are held Fridays of Lent beginning 5:30 p.m., Feb. 8. No cost
but donations are welcome.
Stations of the Cross follow at 7 p.m.
The church is at 3900 Pierce St.,
Wheat Ridge. Call 303-424-3706.

Lenten Poetry Retreat
Sister Genevieve Glen, O.S.B.,
presents a Lenten retreat at the
Abbey of St. Walburga using biblical and non-biblical poetry Feb.
15-17. Retreat fee $175 includes
private room for two nights and
meals. The abbey is at 32109 U.S.
Highway 287, Virginia Dale. Call
970-472-0612 or visit www.walburga.org.

‘Reconciliation’ retreat
Jesuit Father Roc O’Connor
will present a retreat day at
Regis
University
called

See Activities, Page 12
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Scripture readings for Feb. 10
1st Sunday of Lent
• Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
• Psalm 51:3-6, 12-13, 17
• Romans 5:12-19
• Matthew 4:1-11
Theme: Temptation. For much
of the New Testament, Jesus is seen
as the “new Adam.” This is especially evident in this week’s readings. Christ’s sojourn in the desert,
where he is confronted by the
devil, replicates the first temptation of man in the Garden of Eden.
But whereas Adam succumbed to
temptation and disobeyed God,
Jesus resists temptation and is
steadfast in his obedience to the
divine will. Jesus’ 40 days in the
desert also recapitulates Israel’s 40
years in the wilderness, but in con-

trast to those who provoked God
by their lack of faith, Christ is totally obedient to God.
Key verse: “At that time Jesus
was led by the Spirit into the
desert to be tempted by the devil”
(Mt 4:1).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Jesus is the new Adam
who remained faithful just where
the first Adam had given in to
temptation. Jesus fulfills Israel’s vocation perfectly: in contrast to
those who had once provoked God
during 40 years in the desert,
Christ reveals himself as God’s
Servant, totally obedient to the divine will. In this, Jesus is the devil’s
conqueror: he “binds the strong
man” to take back his plunder.
Jesus’ victory over the tempter in
the desert anticipates victory at the
Passion, the supreme act of obedience of his filial love for the Father.”
Pope Benedict XVI: “(Christ’s
temptation) is a descent into the
perils besetting mankind, for
there is no other way to lift up

fallen humanity. Jesus has to
enter into the drama of human
existence, for that belongs to the
core of his mission; he has to penetrate it completely, down to its
uttermost depths, in order to find
the ‘lost sheep’ to bear it on his
shoulder, and to bring it home”
(“Jesus of Nazareth”).
Application: The spiritual life
is a constant battle between good
and evil, flesh and spirit, life and
death. Temptations serve a useful
purpose by exposing our weaknesses, which makes us rely to
Christ. Every temptation presents
us with the opportunity to defy
the devil and turn, with ever
greater devotion, to the Lord our
God. In doing so, temptation
deepens our prayer life and helps
us acquire mastery over our instincts. Apart from Christ, however, it is nearly impossible to overcome temptation. But since he
has vanquished the tempter,
those who are united to him have
the strength to conquer evil.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Conscience and ethics

performance of this great and sacred masterpiece at St. Mary’s in
Littleton. The performance was
beautifully done by the St. Mary
Chamber Choir and Baroque
Orchestra under the masterful direction of Matthew Loucks. It was
performed in the original and authentic setting of Handel with
Scripture selections of Jennings. It
was a sublime meditation in
prophesy and act set to beautiful
music with all the reverence it deserved. I am sure God was pleased
as I know were its auditors.
Father Robert Staes, O.P.
St. Dominic Priory, Denver

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Archbishop Marini
on the liturgy wars
Those seeking insight into the ideas that shaped the Missal of Paul
VI, the revised breviary, and other facets of the Church’s post-Vatican
II liturgy will have to look elsewhere than A Challenging Reform by
Archbishop Piero Marini, Master of Pontifical Liturgical Ceremonies
from 1987 until 2007 (Liturgical Press).
Oddly, coming from a man of strong convictions, Marini’s tale is bureaucratic rather than substantive – a lumbering walk through the maneuvers by which the “Consilium for the Implementation of the
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy” (an entity created by Pope Paul VI)
wrested control of the reform process from the Curia’s Congregation
for Rites and held the bit in its teeth for a crucial five-year period, 19641969. By the end of that half-decade, the Consilium’s de facto leader,
the energetic Italian Vincentian Annibale Bugnini, had achieved a lot of
his ambition to re-cast the Roman Rite in a dramatic way.
Bugnini’s star eventually began to fade, though, and in 1975 he was
exiled to the ecclesiastical Siberia of the Vatican nunciature in
Tehran. There, he wrote an apologia in the form of an enormous
book, The Reform of the Liturgy 1948-1975. Its most memorable moment is Bugnini’s description of using a stopwatch to time the performance of several experimental revisions of the Mass, conducted
before Paul VI in the Matilde Chapel of the apostolic palace.
Alas, even as a tale of Vatican intrigue, A Challenging Reform is dull,
duller, dullest. The excruciating detail of who-went-to-what-meeting
is one problem. Another, and worse, is that Marini’s characters are
cartoons: good reformers, wicked reactionaries, all seemingly devoid
of ideas and arguments. Not only does Marini fail to give an account
of the so-called reactionaries’ ideas; he doesn’t explore the ideas and
personalities of the reformers, the party in which he was then a junior subaltern. Moreover, at the end of the day we’re still in the dark
about the two crucial questions emerging from this drama: What accounts for Annibale Bugnini’s hold on Paul VI from 1964 until at least
1972, when he was ordained bishop by the pope? And what explains
Archbishop Bugnini’s subsequent fall from favor and his exile to the
Persian hinterlands? Marini gently suggests that his mentor and hero
may have overreached at a time when the pope was becoming exhausted. But how does that square with Paul VI’s evidently high regard for Bugnini in the crucial period 1964-69?
Archbishop Marini’s filial piety toward Bugnini and his commitment to Bugnini’s cause lead him to claims that will strike some readers as contradictory. He insists that Bugnini achieved a historical reform “that was an answer to the needs of the whole Church rather
than simply an expression of its central bureaucracy.” Yet he also argues that “it was...necessary to change the attitudes of both the clergy
and the lay faithful to enable them to grasp the purposes of the reform.” Huh? The “clergy and lay faithful” were unable, unaided, to
“grasp the purpose” of a reform that was “an answer to the needs of
the whole Church”?
Certain Curial elements, having lost the debate on the floor of the
Council, undoubtedly tried to block bureaucratically what the bishops of Vatican II had strongly endorsed: a reform of the Roman Rite.
The fundamental flaw in Marini’s account, however, lies in his unexamined assumption that a reformed liturgy devised abstractly by “experts” (a recurring noun in the book) would necessarily respond to
“the needs of the whole Church” (even if a considerable chunk of the
“whole Church” would have to be, er, re-educated, in order to appreciate that their spiritual needs were now being met). The mental
image of Bugnini and his stopwatch is hard to erase: this was organic,
developmental reform, building on the achievements of the liturgical
movement throughout the 20th century?
I am no nostalgic in the matter of the pre-conciliar liturgy. The
point today is to reform the reform, not effect a liturgical Thermidor
in a futile attempt to recapture an often mis-remembered past.
Surely, however, the “challenging reform” of the 21st century requires
an account of 1964-69 that’s something more than cowboys-andIndians, Vatican-style.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Teacher a blessing
In celebrating Catholic Schools
Week, we honor those who have
served the Catholic schools over
the years. There is one great thing
about having children in school.
That is, having a wonderful
teacher who puts his whole heart
and being into teaching. We have
been blessed by having a teacher
like this at our school. This
teacher is Rick Steck.
Rick Steck has done a lot for
the children at Annunciation
School. Over the years, he has
taught, coached and has done
so much in the mentoring program for the eighth-grade students at Annunciation. He gives
much of his time and talent to
make sure that these students
have extra-curricular activities
that they may not otherwise
have. He has been an inspiration
to me and our children.
It is a blessing to see the lesson of
giving to others being demonstrated by a teacher who is admired
and respected. Congratulations on
30 years of service to the Catholic
Schools. Thank you for everything!
Joyce Madrid-Andrews
Annunciation School parent

I read Archbishop Chaput’s “10
points for Catholic citizens to remember” (Jan. 16, Denver Catholic
Register). I think he hit the nail on
the head with point No. 6: “Each of
us needs to follow his or her properly formed conscience.”
In
today’s news, we hear of mortgage
bankers’ unbridled greed and
some of our elected senators
caught in illicit sexual escapades
— while our national debt exceeds
$9 trillion and the value of the U.S.
dollar falls in comparison with
other currencies.
Do we ever pause to think of
the hardships that people endured back in the Great
Depression of the 1930s? By
comparison, people of today live
a pretty pampered lifestyle. But,
that could quickly change if we
don’t elect people with a wellformed ethical conscience.
James A. Marples
Longview, Texas

‘Messiah’ masterful
I was a singer in an oratorio society that sang the “Messiah” of
Handel for 10 years. I was transported back to those happy times
when I and some of our
Dominican novices attended the

THE SAINTS: ST. PAUL MIKI AND COMPANIONS
Paul Miki was
born in 1562, the
son of a
Japanese
military leader.
He was educated
at a Jesuit
college, he joined
the Jesuits in
1580 and became known for his
eloquent preaching. He was
crucified on Feb. 5, 1597, with 25
other Catholics during the
persecution of Christians under
the “Taiko,” ruler of Japan in the
name of the emperor.
Some of the others who were
crucified were: Francis, a

carpenter, a bystander; Gabriel,
the 19-year-old son of a
Franciscan porter; Father Diego
Kisai, temporary coadjutor of the
Jesuits; Joachim Sakakibara, a
Franciscan cook; Peter Sukejiro,
sent by a Jesuit priest to help the
prisoners; Cosmas Takeya, who
had preached in Osaka; and
Ventura from Miyako, who had
given up his Catholicism on the
death of his father, became a
Buddhist monk and was brought
back to the Church by the
Franciscans.
They were canonized as the
martyrs of Japan in 1862. Their
feast is Feb. 6.

‘Messiah’ stunning
We very much enjoyed G.F.
Handel’s “Messiah” concert by
Littleton’s St. Mary Chamber
Choir and Baroque Orchestra directed by Matthew Loucks. It was
absolutely stunning. We sat right
up front and were touched for life
by the ensemble, soloists and
masterful conducting. Everything
was breathtaking.
Bring the whole family!
Everyone would benefit from
being present for this kind of performance during Advent. It is what
keeps Christ firmly planted in
Christmas. “Messiah” is a way to
understand Christ’s story better
and more profoundly.
We are absolutely blessed with
this quality of musicianship and
strongly recommend that this
intimate setting of “Messiah” be
on your Advent list. Make it a
yearly tradition.
Matthew Woodbury
Westminster

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words and
should include the writer’s name, address and
telephone number. We rely on our readers to
recognize that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author and are not
necessarily those of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Letters containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will not
be printed. Unsigned letters will not be printed.
Letters will be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. Email us at: editor@archden.org.
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After protests, Vietnam says it will return nunciature to Catholics BRIEFS
HANOI, Vietnam (CNS) —
After round-the-clock prayer
vigils and protests on the
grounds of the former apostolic
nunciature
in
Hanoi,
Vietnamese authorities have decided to return the building to
the Catholic Church. City officials said the government would
return the former nunciature,
which the communist government confiscated in 1959, after
the Vietnamese lunar new year
celebrations Feb. 7-9, reported
the Asian Church news agency
UCA News Feb. 1. Government
officials informed the Hanoi
Archdiocese of the building’s return at a Jan. 31 meeting, but on

First lady visits
Catholic school in
Washington

CNS PHOTO/NGUYEN TIEN HIEP, UCAN

A LARGE CROSS is set in place by demonstrators in front of the
former apostolic nunciature in Hanoi, Vietnam, Jan. 25. Catholics
there have been pressing the
government for the return of
Church property seized 50 years
ago. The communist government
conf iscated the apostolic nunciature in 1959.

WASHINGTON
(CNS)
—
Kindergartners at Holy Redeemer
School in Washington ran to hug
first lady Laura Bush when she visited their classroom Jan. 30 as part
of Catholic Schools Week. “Thank
you for the hugs,” said the former
schoolteacher who sat on the floor
with the kindergartners and read
to them. In an address to the student body and guests, Bush said
one of the “great privileges” of
being the president’s wife is visiting
schools around the nation. “I can
see how great American children
are,” she said. She praised Catholic
schools for preparing children “for
lives of compassion and service”
and noted that the “Catholic
school tradition is based on the belief that every child is blessed with
unique gifts, and every child has
unlimited potential — regardless
of that child’s status or race or even
faith.”

Feb. 1 Catholics were still occupying the property, reported
UCA News. Church sources told
the Rome-based missionary
news service AsiaNews that civil
authorities decided to let the
church have the building “to
show good will and respect toward the pope.” The announcement of the breakthrough came
a day after the Vatican secretary
of state, Cardinal Tarcisio
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Bertone, sent a letter to Dedicating 2008-2009 to reading
Archbishop Joseph Ngo Quang the letters of St. Paul and rediscovKiet of Hanoi.
ering the zeal that led him to estab-

Cardinal outlines
Rome basilica’s
activities for
Pauline year

lish
Christian
communities
throughout the Mediterranean
basin, the Catholic Church also
hopes to promote Christian unity,
an Italian cardinal said. Cardinal
Andrea Cordero Lanza di
Montezemolo, archpriest of
Rome’s Basilica of St. Paul Outside
the Walls, said that if Christians seriously follow the apostle’s example of allowing Christ to work in
and through them, they naturally
will draw closer to one another.
Pope Benedict XVI proclaimed the
special Pauline year, which will
begin June 28, to coincide with the
2,000th anniversary of St. Paul’s
birth. In Rome, the basilica where
his tomb is located will be the focal
point of Catholic as well as ecumenical activities. Presenting a
brief outline of the kinds of activities the basilica will host during the
year, Cardinal Cordero Lanza di
Montezemolo also announced
Jan. 21 that a special Web site —
www.annopaolino.org — had
been launched and would be updated as events are confirmed.

Mexican founder of
Legionaries of Christ
dies at age 87

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Father
Marcial Maciel Degollado, founder
of the Legionaries of Christ, died
Jan. 30 at the age of 87 in the
United States. Father Alvaro
Corcuera, director general of the
Legionaries, and members of
Regnum Christi, an apostolic
Catholic movement associated
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Catholics should unite with sick, suffering, pope says in message
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Receiving Christ in the Eucharist,
Catholics should in turn give their
lives for others, especially those
who are sick and suffering, Pope
Benedict XVI said. In his message
for the Feb. 11 celebration of World
Day of the Sick, the pope asked
Catholics to consider “the close
connection that exists between the
mystery of the Eucharist, the role
of Mary in the plan of salvation
and the reality of human pain and
suffering.” World Sick Day is
marked each year on the feast of
Our Lady of Lourdes; 2008 marks
the 150th anniversary of the
Marian apparitions in the grotto in
Lourdes, France. In his message,
Pope Benedict said, “Mary is the
model of total abandonment to
the will of God” and, in following
her example, Christians learn to
with the Legionaries, announced
on the order’s Web site that Father
Maciel had died and that in keeping with his wishes “the funeral will
be celebrated in an atmosphere of
prayer, in a simple and private
manner.” Father Maciel, who
founded the Legionaries in his native Mexico in 1941, was notified by
the Vatican in 2006 that he could
not publicly practice his priestly
ministries after the Vatican investigated claims of sexual abuse made
by former seminarians of the order.
The Vatican also said it would not
begin a canonical process against
him because of his age and poor
health. The Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith’s decision was
approved by Pope Benedict XVI,
though it was considered too lenient by Father Maciel’s accusers,
now in their 50s and 60s.

Sainthood cause
opened for founder
of first black parish
in Brooklyn

BROOKLYN, N.Y. (CNS) — The
process to declare a former
Brooklyn pastor a saint has begun.
The name of Msgr. Bernard Quinn,
founding pastor of St. Peter Claver
Parish in Bedford-Stuyvesant, the
first parish established for black
Catholics in the Brooklyn Diocese,
will be sent to Rome to be considered for canonization. Bishop
Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn officially approved the effort Jan. 13.
The same day Auxiliary Bishop Guy
A. Sansaricq was the main celebrant of a Mass at St. Peter Claver
Church. The congregation of 500
people included members of the
Quinn family. Joining him at the
altar were retired Brooklyn
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph M.
Sullivan, and Father Paul Jervis, the
current pastor and main promoter
of Msgr. Quinn’s cause. Another
concelebrant was Msgr. William
Rodgers, 85, a member of St. Peter
Claver Parish who became the first
black accepted into Brooklyn’s
diocesan seminary and the first to
be ordained for the Brooklyn
Diocese.

place their entire existence in
God’s hands, including their “joys
and sorrows, hopes and disappointments in an awareness that
trials, pain and suffering enrich the
meaning of our pilgrimage on
earth.” Mary is near to all who suffer, standing alongside them as she
stood alongside her son as he suffered, the pope said.
POPE BENEDICT XVI arrives for
his weekly general audience at the
Vatican Jan. 30.

CNS PHOTO/CHRIS HELGREN, REUTERS
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Hundreds attend opening Mass for local Lourdes’ jubilee celebration
BY ROXANNE KING

On the sunny, crisp morning of
Feb. 2, countless people filled the
side aisles of Our Lady of Lourdes
Church in Denver waiting to have
their confessions heard while
others packed the pews for the
archdiocese’s opening Mass to
celebrate the 150th anniversary
of Mary’s appearances in
Lourdes, France.
It was standing room only in
the 800-seat church. Pilgrims
came from across the diocese to
pray before an icon of Our Lady
of Lourdes to earn a plenary indulgence. A plenary indulgence is
the remission of all temporal
punishment due for sins which
have been forgiven.
“What a gift to be able to participate in this celebration when
we’re unable to travel all the way
to France,” Donna Rillings, a

parishioner of Our Lady of the
Pines in Conifer, told the Denver
Catholic Register. “You can see
how important it is from the
number of people here.”
“I think a lot of people have a
hunger for this,” added Rillings,
who attended the Mass with her
teenage daughter. “It’s moving to
be here.“
During the Mass, Father Frank
Lomica, the parish’s pastor,
blessed the special icon, which depicts St. Bernadette in prayer before Our Lady of Lourdes.
In 1858, between Feb. 11 and
July 16, Mary, identifying herself
as the Immaculate Conception,
appeared to 14-year-old Bernadette Soubirous at the grotto of
Massabielle near Lourdes. Her
message concerned the necessity
of prayer and penance for the
conversion of sinners. Mary’s request that a chapel be built at the

LOURDES MARIAN
CENTER
Center distributes water from
the famed shrine in Lourdes,
France.
Open House: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Feb. 11
Address: 1155 S. Josephine St.,
Denver; call 303-698-0300
Web site:
www.lourdesmariancenter.org

site was fulfilled in 1862.
Devotion under the title of Our
Lady of Lourdes was authorized
and a feast commemorating the
apparitions was instituted by Leo
XIII. St. Pius X extended the feast
throughout the universal Church
in 1907. Sixty-seven miracles attributed to the waters of the
spring at the grotto have been
deemed authentic by the Church,
the most recent in 2005.
Pope Benedict XVI authorized
the plenary indulgence in honor of
the jubilee anniversary. Pilgrims
visiting the shrine in France can
receive the indulgence during the
jubilee year, which started on the
feast
of
the
Immaculate
Conception in December and
runs through the feast (Dec. 8) this
year. Pilgrims who visit any worthy
public place dedicated to Our
Lady of Lourdes may receive the

INDULGENCE
PILGRIMAGE SITES
An Icon of Our Lady of
Lourdes is available for
viewing through Feb. 11. Call
the parish for hours.
Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
2298 S. Logan St., Denver; call
303-722-6861
St. Bernadette Church, 7240
W. 12th Ave., Lakewood; call
303-233-1523. Closing liturgy
Feb. 11: confession 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m. Mass

indulgence Feb. 2-11. The feast of
Our Lady of Lourdes is Feb. 11. It is
also the World Day of the Sick.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., has designated two
local churches as pilgrimage sites –
Our Lady of Lourdes in Denver
and St. Bernadette’s in Lakewood.
Both churches are offering extended hours so the faithful may venerate an icon of Our Lady of Lourdes.
One must also fulfill the usual requirements for a plenary indulgence: go to confession within a
reasonable length of time, receive
Eucharist and pray for the intentions of the pope — an Our Father,
the creed, and the special jubilee
prayer or a Marian prayer. All
should be done in a spirit of detachment from attraction to sin.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FATHER FRANK Lomica blesses
the icon.
The closing Mass for the
Lourdes celebration will be at St.
Bernadette's, 9:30 a.m. Feb. 11.
Confessions will precede the Mass
at 8 a.m. Those who cannot participate in a public celebration
may earn the Lourdes’ indulgence
in their own home.
An indulgence, Father Lomica
explained in his homily, is meant
to encourage us to holiness.
“We come together as the mystical body of Christ,” he said. “We
come full of hurts because of the
sins we have committed against
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PILGRIMS
place candles
beneath a
statue of
Mary in the
grotto at Our
Lady of
Lourdes
Church.
Several
hundred
people
turned
out for the
Denver
Archdiocese's
opening Mass
to celebrate
the 150th
anniversary
of the
apparitions
in Lourdes,
France.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

our brothers and sisters. We know
that when we sin, we sin against
our eternal Father; therefore, our
punishment — our responsibility
— is great. Our punishment
would be, deservedly, eternal
punishment.
“Jesus Christ came to satisfy
that eternal punishment, but we
still have that temporal punishment due,” he said, referring to
what the Church calls purgatory,
a state of purification.
“Think of an alcoholic father,”
Father Lomica explained, “someone who is so given to drink that
they’ve missed the possibilities of

being a good father and husband.
Those are missed opportunities.
Those are things he has to make
up for because of that sin of
drunkenness.”
At one time in the early Church
penances were so severe and
lengthy that people could despair
of ever returning to the Eucharist,
he said. To rectify that, the Church
made it possible to say special
prayers or do certain actions in
lieu of a particular penance. A
misconception grew up around
indulgence prayers with some
people mistakenly thinking the
time element the prayer was

credited with was the length of
time off in purgatory, rather than
the time of penance it equaled.
Scripture tells us Jesus entrusted the apostle Peter with care of
the Church and the treasury of
God’s infinite mercy, noted
Father Lomica.
“Thou art Peter and upon this
rock I will build my Church,” the
priest said, quoting Matthew
16:18. “I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven and the
gates of hell will not prevail
against it. Whatever you declare
bound on earth shall be bound in
heaven, whatever you declare

loosed on earth shall be loosed in
heaven (16:19).”
Later, added the priest, the resurrected Christ breathed on the
apostles saying, “’Receive the
Holy Spirit, whose sins you forgive are forgiven, whose sins you
retain are retained’” (Jn 20:22-23).
“(Jesus) gives authority to the
ministers of his Church to distribute his mercy as they see fit,” said
the priest.
The Lourdes’ indulgence can
be used for oneself or for someone in purgatory. It is meant to
inspire greater love for God and
for neighbor, said Father Lomica.
“Let us concentrate then on the
here and now,” he emphasized.
“Indulgences are meant to help
us overcome our attachment to
sin so that we might live a fervent
Christian life. … We need to awaken fervent charity in our hearts.
“Indulgences,” he added, “are
meant to encourage us to follow
Christ that we might be with
him forever and ever — and live
as Christians here and now.”

Clouds of sweet incense, joyous hymns performed by the
parish choir and Gregorian chant
exquisitely sung by seminarians
made for a beautiful liturgy.
Following the Mass, the congregation, carrying candles and
singing Aves, processed outside
to a picturesque stone grotto,
where the candles were placed
beneath an image of Our Lady of
Lourdes.
After the procession, pilgrims
prayed inside the church before
the icon. Before leaving, many
gratefully accepted small bottles of
water from the Lourdes shrine in
France, which were donated by the
Denver Lourdes Marian Center.
Mark Manning, a parishioner
of St. Scholastica Church in Erie,
said he learned about the celebration from his mother, who he
gladly took to the liturgy.
“How could I not come,” said
Manning, “when I’m always begging God for graces and here is a
jubilee pilgrimage with a plenary
indulgence.”
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Living the Catholic Faith Conference to focus on citizenship
BY JOHN GLEASON

This year’s Living the Catholic
Faith Conference will focus on the
scriptural theme, “Decide today
whom you will serve” (Jos 24:15)
as it explores faithful citizenship.

The annual conference is set conduct a workshop titled:
for March 7 and 8 at the “Fidelity vs. Choice: A Christian
Colorado Convention Center in Approach to Human Life and
Denver.
Dignity.”
Curtis
Last year’s conferMartin, founder and
ence attracted more
president of Fellowthan 2,500 people.
ship
of
Catholic
The purpose of the
University Students
conference is to offer
campus ministry, will
Catholics extensive
also deliver a keynote
insight into Catholic
address,
“Catholic
teachings, thus proEducation’s Golden
HELEN ALVARÉ
viding them with the
Moment: Living the
scriptural and doctriGospel
of
Life.”
nal background needMartin will also coned to live a life of genduct a workshop.
uine,
informed
Former Ambassador
Catholic witness. In
to the Holy See Jim
light of the upcoming
Nicholson will deliver
presidential elections,
a keynote talk on
this year’s conference
“God, Country and
CURTIS MARTIN
will address questions
Church: A Patriot’s
regarding principals of faithful Obligation and privilege.”
citizenship and Catholic guideOther
speakers
include
lines to consider when entering Denver attorney Dan Caplis,
the voting box.
discussing how to win the battle
Denver Archbishop Charles J. in the public square and
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will cele- Colorado Catholic Conference
brate Mass on Saturday morning. Executive Director Jennifer
Catholic
University
of Kraska, speaking on immigraAmerica professor and pro-life tion.
champion Helen Alvaré is a
Alvaré, a nationally known
keynote speaker. She will also speaker and writer, said she is
excited to be returning to
Denver.
“The theme of my keynote
(“Christian Service in a Culture
of Domination”) will deal with
something that I think a lot of

LIVING THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
CONFERENCE
What: Faith-building
conference
When: 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. March 7,
8 a.m.-5 p.m. March 8
Where: Korbel Ballroom,
Colorado Convention Center
Cost: $65 one day, $75 two
days; cost is $10 more after
Feb. 29
Register: Online at
www.archden.org/lcfc2008 or
call 303-715-3260

people struggle with,” Alvaré
said. “And that is the gap between what it is as Christians we
hope to see ourselves and what
it is we live with. Call it the gap
of beauty or the gap of love or
virtue. I think that many people
who are close with their faith are
also aware of it.”
The workshop that Alvaré is
conducting will explore the
many aspects of respect and
dignity for human life, not just
abortion.
“By itself it cannot be a single
issue,” she said. “I’ll be discussing how a slogan, a way of
thinking around abortion actu-

ally reflected an entire world’s
view.”
Curtis Martin was among the
most popular speakers at last
year’s conference. Fans will be
glad he is returning. Martin’s
keynote will be delivered on
Friday, a day that draws many
Catholic educators. His address
will especially speak to them.
“We live in the greatest country in the world,” he said, “and
one the things that makes it
great is that good men and
women have always had the
chance to make strides in the
right direction.”
It’s time for good men and
women to call our nation to
something even greater, he said.
“For Catholic education, this is
great,” said Martin. “Because
Catholic education is all about
facilitating integrity of the person so that what they do and
how they behave are consistent.”
The conference is open to all
Catholic adults. A Spanish track
will be offered on Saturday.
The Living the Catholic Faith
Conference will be in the Korbel
Ballroom at the Colorado
Convention Center, 1700 14th
St., Denver. Cost is $65 for one
day, $75 for two. Registrations
after Feb. 29 cost an additional
$10. For more information, visit
www.archden.org/lcfc2008 or
call 303-715-3260.

Activities
From Page 3

“Reconciliation and the Way of
Repentance” 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Feb. 9. Registration is free but
necessary. Boxed lunches are
available for $10. Regis is at 3333
Regis Blvd. To register, e-mail:
univmin@regis.edu.

Lenten Scripture study
“How to Read and Pray the
Parables,” presented at St. John
the Baptist Church, 323 Collyer
St., Longmont. Set 9:30 a.m.10:30 a.m., Sundays, Feb. 10March 9. Call 303-776-0737 or email: michelleb@johnthebaptist.org.

‘Seven Last Words’ in music
The choir of the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., will
perform the “Seven Last Words
of Christ” 7:30 p.m., March 15.

Lenten play
Youths at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish will present the play
“Everyman,” 7 p.m., March 14.
Performance preceded by a fish
dinner. Parish is at 5450 S.
Lemay Ave., Fort Collins. Call
970-226-1303.

Student Stations of the Cross
Students from St. Therese
School will lead the Stations of
the Cross 2:30 p.m., Feb. 22 and
2:30 p.m., March 14. The school
is at 1200 Kenton St., Aurora.
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Faith-based groups join forces to oppose HB 1080
BY JOHN GLEASON

In a show of unity, representatives of 10 faith organizations,
along with members of the
Colorado Legislature, met on the
west steps of the state Capitol Jan.
30 to voice opposition to House
Bill 1080.
The bill would force faith-based
organizations to choose between
following religious tenets or abandoning their religious mission if
they are to continue partnering
with government to provide services. It would forbid religious organizations from using faith as criteria if those organizations accept
government funds to assist the
poor. The bill is sponsored by
House Majority Leader Rep. Alice
Madden, D-Boulder.
President and CEO of Catholic
Charities
of
the
Denver
Archdiocese Christopher Rose told
the Denver Catholic Register he
was proud of the show of support.
“You have a wide collection of
faith-based communities who
are united and not just in opposition to the bill,” Rose said. “The
reason we’re here is that we serve
the poor because of our faith and
that’s vital to who we are; vital to
why we even exist.”
Catholic Charities receives $12.7
million in government funds, just
over a third of its annual budget of
$30 million, mostly in the form of
grants and contracts.
In addition to Catholic Charities
and the Colorado Catholic
Conference, other groups represented included Focus on the
Family,
Handprints
Early
Education Centers, the Colorado
Family Institute and Centura
Health.
Representatives Amy
Stephens, R-Monument, Rob
Witwer, R-Genesee and Sen. Scott
Renfroe, R-Greeley, were on hand
to give their backing.
In explaining what the bill
would do, if passed, Jennifer
Kraska, executive director of the

said. “They are managed and
staffed by people who are motivated not by monetary gain —
far from it. They are energized
and sustained by a deep religious faith and are spurred by
social action due to these deeply
held religious convictions.”
Brian Bissell, vice president of
Colorado Christian University
echoed those sentiments, telling
the crowd that HB 1080 is bad
law and encouraged the

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ONE THE WEST steps of the state Capitol, Christopher Rose, president
and CEO of Catholic Charities, speaks out against House Bill 1080.
Colorado Catholic Conference,
said HB 1080 would hurt the organizations that provide help to
those who need it the most.
“It affects religious organizations that accept government
money,” Kraska said, “and their
ability to hire and fire based on
their religious belief. But it’s not
just the Catholic Church who’ll be
hurt; there are a lot of organizations here who will be affected too,
including the Denver Rescue
Mission, Colorado Christian
University and the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth.”
A statement issued by the
Colorado Catholic Conference and
Colorado Family Action notes that
historically, the state of Colorado
and Colorado law have encouraged these groups to serve those in
need. Federal laws also promote
the involvement of these organizations. But if HB 1080 were to pass,
scores of services including
child/daycare agencies and programs, religious hospitals, drug
treatment and substance abuse
programs and even at-risk youth
programs could be curtailed, even
cancelled. Steve Walkup, executive
director of the Denver Rescue
Mission, told the Register that the
bill is simply something nonprofit

organizations cannot afford.
“This bill would substantially affect us,” Walkup said. “It would affect the poor and the needy in this
city; it would affect who we could
hire — even our religious identity.”
James Pfaff, president and CEO
of Colorado Family Institute, said
during the press conference that
if the bill became law it would
cause major problems to the
work all these organizations do.
“These groups serve thousands of people daily,” Pfaff

Legislature to defeat it.
“We agree with Archbishop
(Charles) Chaput that people
who are willing to serve should
not be forced to compromise or
ignore their faith,” Bissell said.
Pfaff emphasized that our system of governing originates from
“we the people” and is answerable to the people in return.
“Asking these organizations to
compromise their religious convictions not only breaches their
religious liberties,” he said, “but
it’s asking them to deny the very
tenets that compel them to social action.”
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Educators find delight in students’ ‘a-ha’ moments
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

For Catholic Schools Week,
the Denver Catholic Register
takes the opportunity to recognize teachers in the Denver
Archdiocese who are celebrating 20 and 25 years in Catholic
schools.

25 YEARS
Mary Joanne Ernst
All Souls, Englewood
Aurora, Colo., native Mary
Joanne Ernst attended local
Catholic schools St. Pius X
Elementary and Marycrest High
before heading to Benedictine
College in Atchison, Kan., where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education and philosophy. Celebrating 25 years in
the Catholic schools of the
Denver Archdiocese, she has
spent her entire career at All Souls
School in Englewood. She originally taught fifth grade but the
last 23 years she has taught third.
Since 1994 she has also served as
the family math facilitator.
“There’s no need to reinvent
the wheel in education,” she asserts, “just adopt tried and true
methods to new situations.
Every child can learn if the right
way to present the material can

be found. All subject matter is
connected and all topics can be
used to show God’s glory.”
Seeing her students’ enthusiasm for learning is Ernst’s favorite part of teaching. “Seeing
the light go on when they learn
something new or make the
connection between topics in
different subjects.”

Suzanne Troxel
All Souls, Englewood
Born in New York, Suzanne
Troxel attended St. Mary’s
Academy in Englewood before
going on to earn a bachelor’s degree from the University of
Northern Colorado and later a
master’s degree from the
University of Colorado. She
served as a teacher in Littleton
Public Schools for four years before beginning her service at All
Souls, where she has taught
since 1983. Observing her 25th
year in local Catholic schools,
Troxel teaches middle school,
primarily social studies. She has
also taught religion and math.
“I believe it is important to
give students a good general education,” she said. “They need to
be culturally literate and know
the world in which they live.”
Her favorite part of teaching is
“seeing the excitement in students’ eyes as they learn.”

Jennifer Hentges Dawson
Guardian Angels
Colorado
Springs
native
Jennifer Hentges Dawson earned
a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Colorado-Colorado
Springs and a master’s degree
from Fordham University, Bronx,
N.Y. She is marking 25 years in
the Catholic schools of the
Denver Archdiocese but has actually spent her entire 28-year career in Catholic education. Since
2004 she has taught at Guardian
Angels, currently serving as the
fourth grade teacher and ACE
mentor. She previously served as
assistant principal at Our Lady of
Fatima School in Lakewood. She
has taught at three other Catholic
schools in the archdiocese, as
well as one in Salida, Colo., and
one in Kentucky.
“The children that the Lord
blesses us with are unique individuals with varied skills, talents
and needs,”she said. “It is our
responsibility to help each individual acquire the skills needed
to be successful in future
schooling and life.”
What she likes best about
teaching is “watching the expression on a child’s face when
they finally understand a concept they have been working on
for a long time. The attitude that
says ‘Yes, I can,’ is priceless.”

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

TO OBSERVE Catholic Schools Week, students at St. Louis
School in Englewood dressed as their favorite saint Jan. 31.
Above, third grade students strike a prayerful pose.

Robyn Nason
Holy Family High, Broomfield
Holy Family High School math
and computer science chair
Robyn Nason has spent 22 years
teaching those subjects at the
school. Previously, she taught
three years at Holy Family Middle
School. Before her 25 years in the
Denver Archdiocese, she taught
in California. A native of San
Francisco, Calif., Nason earned a
bachelor’s degree and her teaching credentials from the
University of San Francisco.
“I strive to provide an enriching
environment for all my students
to learn math and to guide my
students to be successful in whatever they pursue in life,” she said.
“I love seeing my students learn
and grow in their knowledge of
math. I love the new ideas each
student brings to my class and
what I have learned from each
and every student I have had over
32 years of teaching. It is so powerful when I see the ‘light bulb’
turn on in the student’s mind.”

Lou A. Gherardini
J.K. Mullen High
Denver native Lou A. Gherardini
earned a bachelor’s degree in history from the College of Santa Fe,

N.M., and a master’s degree in law
from the University of Denver. He
is marking 25 years teaching in
Catholic schools of the Denver
Archdiocese, all spent at J.K.
Mullen High School, a LaSallian
Christian Brothers school, where
he teaches social studies.

Kathleen Daly
Notre Dame
Kathleen Daly, a Denver native,
has taught at Notre Dame School
for the past 25 years, first in grades
six, seven and eight but for the last
11 years, she has taught first grade.
What she likes best about teaching, said Daly are the simple things
— the everyday rewards she receives from her students, the satisfaction of watching a child learn
something new, and the smiles
and happiness they bring her each
day. Teaching the minds, but
touching the hearts of students is
at the center of her educational
philosophy. That, Daly said, is how
children reach their full potential.

Joan Geldaker
Notre Dame
Born in Fosston, Minn., as a
child Joan Geldaker moved to
Denver where she attended both
Catholic schools and public ele-

E D U C AT I O N l 1 5

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l FEBRUARY 6, 2008

mentary and high school. A keen
interest in education led her to a
degree in early childhood and elementary
education
form
Metropolitan State College. In
1983 she began her career at
Notre Dame School teaching preschool and kindergarten classes,
eventually becoming the director
of the Notre Dame Early Learning
Center in 1989. Geldaker said it’s
a joy seeing the enthusiasm
young children bring to the classroom for learning. “It’s a wonderful experience to see the students
grow in their faith,” she said. “It
keeps me young at heart.”

Anna-Marie Berger
Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Boulder
Graduating
from
Loyola
University in Chicago with a degree in English and a minor in education, Anna-Marie Berger
worked in the Chicago public
schools
teaching
English.
Relocating to Colorado, she has
spent the last 25 years at Sacred
Heart of Jesus School as the librarian. She also teaches study skills to
middle school students. Berger
said she focuses on the students’
strengths and interests at an early
age, piquing their interest and
building confidence. She likes the
challenge that no two students are
alike and calls teaching the greatest job around. “What more,” she
said, “other than guidance and direction from God, could I ask for?”

Sara Barksdale
St. Mary’s Academy,
Englewood
Sharing creativity and artistic
expression with every child is the
cornerstone of Sara Barksdale’s
philosophy on education. An art
teacher for the last 25 years at St.
Mary’s Academy, this Littleton native graduated with an art degree
from William Woods University in
Missouri then spent four years
teaching in Missouri before returning home to Colorado. From
Barksdale’s perspective, consistency of skill development and reinforcement of a student’s self-confidence is the biggest challenge.
Watching her students excel
through elementary and high
school classes is most gratifying to
her. In her words, “the kids keep
me young and energetic.”

Robyn Whelan
St. Mary, Littleton
Born in Long Island, N.Y.,
Robyn Whelan graduated from
Plattsburgh State University
with a degree in elementary education. In 1982 she began
teaching first grade at Our Lady
of Fatima School in Lakewood,
eventually becoming director of
the Early Childhood and Day
Care program there in 1991. For
the last 10 years, she has taught
second grade at St. Mary’s
School in Littleton. Whelan said
that seeing the good in the
world through the eyes of a child
is one of the best things about
teaching. Society has made kids
grow up faster than they should,
Whelan said, and it’s important
that she as a teacher helps them
reach their potential so they can
succeed in their future.

20 YEARS
Kelly Doherty
Regis Jesuit High - Boys
Division, Aurora
Kelly Doherty attended J.K.
Mullen High School and the
University of Colorado where he

received his degree in education. His career has taken him
from Christ the King School to
St. Mary’s in Littleton and finally
to Regis Jesuit High School.
There he has served in several
capacities including admissions
director and assistant to the
president. Currently he is the
athletic director. Maintaining a
deep belief that faith and family
must always come first, Doherty
said that when it comes to the
career of his students, academics must always come before
athletics. While admitting that
some days can be difficult,
Doherty said that he is blessed
to hold the position he does and
thanks God everyday for the
blessing that is his life.

Pamela Thomas
Regis Jesuit High - Boys
Division, Aurora
An English teacher and activities director at Regis Jesuit High
School for the last two decades,
Pamela Thomas is quick to say
that the moment one of her students “sees the light” is one of
the most fulfilling there can be.
Originally from the Detroit area,
she taught English in the

Dearborn, Mich., school system
before moving to Colorado
where she did part-time teaching before finding a home at
Regis. Thomas is proud of the
energy she brings to her classroom and finds that her students bring that, too. Keeping
up with the youth culture is a
challenge, she said, but helping
her students discover and celebrate their strengths and successes makes it all worth while.

Susan Weinzapfel
Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Boulder
Susan Weinzapfel was born in
Massachusetts and reared in
California. She received a bachelor’s degree in religious studies
from Regis University. In addition
to her duties as a teacher in the
Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic
schools, she has been director of
religious education at All Saints
Parish for the last 12 years.
Teaching religion and social studies to middle school students at
Sacred Heart of Jesus School has
been gratifying — and never, ever
boring, she said. Weinzapfel attributes that to a basic educational
philosophy: Teach as Jesus taught.

Susan Zimmer
Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Boulder
Asked about her time in
Catholic schools, Susan Zimmer
said it is a privilege to teach in
this system, to be able to share
her faith with the children she is
in contact with every day.
Graduating with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics and a minor
in music, this native of Dayton,
Ohio, taught in California and
Virginia before coming to
Boulder and, eventually, Sacred
Heart of Jesus School where she
teaches algebra and geometry.
For her, the interaction between
student and teacher, and the
learning the students absorb as
they become adults is a feeling
like no other. Inspiring the students, Zimmer said, is what gets
them excited to learn.

Maureen Fundingsland
St. Francis de Sales
For the last 20 years,
Fundingsland has taught first
grade at St. Francis de Sales
School. She said that in order for
children to reach their full potential in their educational career,

See Educators, Page 16
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SEMINARIAN Q&A

Meet: Jason Bermender

Name: Jason Bermender
Age: 23
Where born and reared: Born
Fountain Valley, Calif.; reared
there and at Lake Almanor in
Northern California.

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background
before entering formation.
A: I graduated high school in
2003; graduated from Lassen
Community College which I attended from 2000-2003 and
earned an A.A. in liberal arts;
graduated from Franciscan
University of Steubenville in 2006
with a B.A. in catechetics and minors in philosophy and theology
(these minors will become majors and I will have a B.A. with the
three majors of catechetics, philosophy, and theology after some
classes this summer).
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: My first interest in the priesthood came when I was 4 years
old and my grandma asked what
I wanted to be when I grow up. I
replied that I didn’t know and she
said, “Be a priest because it is the
best job in the whole world.”
Since then I wanted to be a priest
and my love for Jesus began.
Q: When did you first feel
called to the priesthood?
A: I would have to say that my
first call came with the invitation
my grandma gave me to become
a priest. However, I didn’t look
into the priesthood during my
adolescent years until I was 16

Educators
From Page 15
it’s important that she teaches in
an atmosphere of love, respect
and understanding. Receiving
her degree in elementary education with a kindergarten endorsement from Mankato State
University, Fundingsland taught
for many years in Minnesota before coming to St. Francis de
Sales. Jokingly, she said one of
the biggest challenges in her career as a teacher is never having
enough time to do all the things
she plans. But she admits that
this challenge is countered by
what she calls the “a-ha” mode
that her students go into when
the moment of understanding
takes place.

years old and at a Protestant
youth camp. During that time I
remembered that I wanted to be
a priest when I was a kid and I
asked God if that invitation to the
priesthood was still there. To my
question he answered “Yes” and I
entered into following that call
more closely.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: What ultimately led me to
enter seminary was my desire to
be a priest. I found a relationship
with Denver that was very complementary with what I have to
offer Denver and what the archdiocese has offered to me. From
this relationship I have felt very
much at home in Denver and in
the seminary.
Q: Where did you find support
for your call to the priesthood?
A: I have found support from
my parents, my friends and my
previous spiritual director Father
Gus. Father Gus was always there
for me and encouraging me toward the priesthood.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: I am most looking forward to
celebrating Mass, using my gift of
teaching to reach out to others.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: I find the most daunting aspect of the priesthood to be the
numerous demands on a priest
that can be very time consuming. There is not a particular demand that seems daunting but
rather how many demands there
are because we have so few
priests and the priest needs to be
in charge of many things besides
the sacraments. I do hope that
we have more vocations to the
priesthood so that we can be
more available to God’s people.
Q: What has been your favorite
class or aspect of seminary (or
Spirituality Year) life?
A: My favorite aspect of seminary is the apostolic assignments
where we go out into the commu-

nity to be with people and teach,
bring Communion, or give them
support in Christ.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: My favorite pastime would
be simply going for walks or hikes
in the mountains. It is amazing
just to get out and be with God in
his creation.
Q: Is there a particular talent
or gift you feel you bring to the
seminary community and, eventually, to the Church as a whole?
A: I believe that I have a gift of
teaching that I can bring to the
seminary and the Church as a
whole. I was trained at Franciscan
University to be a catechist and I
love to be able to hand down the
faith to God’s people.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging
cultural perspective?
A: In reconciling the call to
celibacy within the community,
it has been a trying journey for
me but I find the most strength
when I see it as a gift from God
— a gift to be with him in a very
close way and a way to give myself to others in a very full way.
Only when I see celibacy as a gift
and invitation is when I am able
to see it not as an obstacle but as
a very trying but beautiful and
close path with Jesus.
Q: Can you recall a particular
moment when you have been
called to give testimony to your
faith, or more particularly, to
your vocation to the priesthood?
A: I can remember a moment I
had on the ski lift where another
seminarian and I were on the lift
with two other men. When one of
them found out that we were
studying for the priesthood, he
asked us how we could give up
marriage. We responded that it
was simply God’s grace, the love
he has for us, and the love we
have for him. He found that to be
pretty neat and we briefly explained our calls were about our
love for God and for his people.

Sister Marilyn Skluzacek, O.P.
St. Mary, Greeley

Paulette Rassmussen
St. Rose of Lima

A
Minnesota
native,
Dominican
Sister
Marilyn
Skluzacek taught in Illinois,
Washington, D.C., Wisconsin
and Nebraska before moving to
Colorado where she taught at St.
Dominic School in Denver and
Holy
Trinity
School
in
Westminster. For the last seven
years, she has taught fourth
grade and served as assistant
principal at St. Mary School in
Greeley. She said that enjoying
all the different personalities
found in the students is one of
the best things she likes about
teaching. Her philosophy on
education? Every child can
learn, and to teach them begins
with believing in the uniqueness
of each student.

After receiving an education
degree from the University of
Albuquerque,
Paulette
Rassmusen returned to Colorado
and taught at St. Dominic and
Holy Trinity schools, J.K. Mullen
High School and now St. Rose of
Lima School. She teaches religion, language arts and has
worked in the confirmation program as well. Helping her students realize what they are capable of achieving is one of the
things she likes best about her career. She does this by making
them feel invested in their learning, often by participating in
leading the classes they are in. A
better vocation can’t be found,
according to Rassmussen. She
said it’s the most satisfying job
she can think of.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Nigerian Mass: St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, 2301 York St.
Every Third Sunday: 1 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Martini Party: "Shaken, not Stirred,"
to support Boys Hope Girls Hope of
Colorado. Colorado History Museum,
1300 Broadway. Local restaurants will
sponsor martini stations serving signature martinis. Cost: $45 prepaid,
$55 at the door. Call 720-524-2061.
Feb. 9: 6:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner: Shrine of St. Anne,
7555 Grant Place, Arvada. $6.50
adults, $3 children under 10.
Homemade spaghetti, relish, salad,
bread, dessert, coffee and wine.
Feb. 10: noon - 6 p.m.
Open House: Lourdes Marian Center,
1155 S. Josephine St. Visit www.lourdesmariancenter.org or call 303-6980300.
Feb. 11: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Holy Rosary Pancake Breakfast: 4672
Pearl St. Adults $5, children $2. Those
60 years and older, born in February,
receive a free breakfast. Call 303-2963283.
Feb. 17: 7:30 a.m. - noon
Raffle: to support Benet Hill
Monastery in Colorado Springs.
Includes a 7-day condo stay in Costa
Rica, a garden package, a stay downtown, fine art, quilts and gift certificates. Call 719-633-0655.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
to register.
Feb. 7: 7 p.m.
Treasures of the Triduum: a one-day
workshop unveiling the theology of
the apex of the Church's liturgical
year. Father Douglas Martin, S.T.D. will
present. JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St. Call 303-715-3156.
Feb. 8: 8:30 a.m.
Day of Reflection: in the parish basement, St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, 2301
York St. Call 303-322-8042.
Feb. 9
Growing up Feminine with a Passion
for Purity: mothers and daughters are
invited to attend. Information on diet,
exercise, modesty, peer pressure and
dating is offered along with the story
of St. Maria Goretti. Cost: $15 per
family. Refreshments and literature
are included in the cost. JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St. Call Kathleen, 303320-4683
Feb. 10: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS

Lenten Scripture Study: “How to read
and pray the parables.” St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont. Call 303-776-0737.
Begins Feb. 10: 9:30 a.m. - 10:30
a.m.

Pastoral Music Today: presented by
Father Roc O’Connor, S.J. St. Francis
Regis Chapel, Regis University, 3333
Regis Blvd. E-mail univmin@regis.edu

Parish Mission: speaker and cartoonist Jason Kotecki will share key
strategies for renewing and embracing
childlike faith during Lent. St. Michael

the Archangel Parish, 19099 E. Floyd
Ave., Aurora. Call 303-690-7697.
Feb. 10 - 11: 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Franciscan Bilingual Retreat: St.
Patrick’s Church, 3325 Pecos St.
Bring a Bible. Call Mary Ann,
303-477-0408.
Feb. 12: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Vocation Discernment Holy Hour: for
young adult men and women.
Includes Lectio Divina, Eucharistic
adoration, and night prayer.
Refreshments to follow. Little Sisters
of the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Call 303-594-7420.
Feb. 12: 7:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
Listening to God’s Voice Within: for
single women, ages 17 - 45. A weekend of listening, reflection and community life with the Sisters of St.
Francis of Perpetual Adoration. Mount
St. Francis, 7665 Assisi Heights,
Colorado Springs. Call Sister Frances,
719-955-7015.
Feb. 15 - 17
Beginning Experience: an ecumenical
program designed to help the widowed, separated and divorced make a
new beginning in life. Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd
Golden. $20 discount for registration
by February 12. Call Mary, 303-7584857 or Sharon, 303-255-8990.
Feb. 22 - 24

Lenten Icon Workshop: presented by
Demitri Andrejev from the Prosopon
School. St. Dominic Parish, 3053 West
29th Ave. No experience in art is required. Workshop will serve as an introduction to iconography. Session
consists of lectures, icon writing and
silent prayer. Cost: $550. Call
Cecelia Aguallo, 303-238-8983.
Feb. 25

Verona, Isle of Capri and Pompeii. Call
Jeannie, 303-452-1148.
November 2008

Living the Catholic Faith Conference:
“Decide today whom you will serve.”
Visit www.archden.org/lcfc_2008 or
call 303-715-3260.
March 7 - 8

Free Concert: offered by Olinger
Crown Hill. Classical and Latin
melodies will be performed by the
Mountain Music Ensemble. Olinger
Crown Hill Chapel, 7777 W. 29th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge. Call 303-233-4611.
Feb. 10: 4 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Ireland: join St. John the Baptist
Parish in Longmont on an 8-day tour
of Dublin, Cork, Killarney, Galway and
the Dingle Peninsula. Call 303-7020925.
Oct. 13 - 21
London and French Holy Sites: Father
Jeremy Paulin, O.M.V,. of Holy Ghost
Church will lead an itinerary which
visits London, Lourdes, Paris, Nevers,
Mont St. Michel, Rue du Bac, Lisieux
and Normandy. Call Father Paulin at
303-292-1556.
May 26 - June 6
Italy: join Holy Cross Parish on an 11day tour of Rome, Assisi, Venice,

Alaska Cruise and Rail Tour: sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.
Call Dave, 303-980-8998.
June 3 - 15

ENTERTAINMENT

YOUNG ADULTS
CLAY: monthly social. “Conversion
Story,” presented by Phill Webb,
Director of the Archdiocesan Office of
Marriage and Family Life. Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Call 720-244-1951.
Feb. 10: 8 p.m.
Adore Me: A discussion on love, sex,
marriage and dating. Speakers include
Curtis and Michaelann Martin, presented by THE ROOT. Church of the Risen
Christ, 3060 S. Monaco Pkwy. For more
information, email therootdenver@
gmail.com.
Feb. 12: 7:17 p.m.
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What are
sacramentals?

spiritual effects, including objects
and blessings.

a. Seven;

a. Fun;

a reincarnation of a deceased saint;

b. 144,000;

b. Dull;

2. One difference between
sacramentals and sacraments is
that the sacraments were
instituted by:

c. There is no specific number as
they vary over time and place.

c. Holy.

b. Culture and special history of the
Christian people of a particular
region or time;

a. Jesus;

a. The prayer wheel;

b. People;

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

b. The rosary (beads);

c. Catholics.
One of the most well-known
sacramentals of the Catholic
Church is the ash used on Ash
Wednesday. This quiz looks at
these and other sacramentals.

3. While sacramentals were and are
instituted by:
a. The Church, including faithful lay
and ordained people;

1. What are sacramentals?

b. Muslims, including converts to
Christianity;

a. They are basically ethnic
customs;

c. The Jews, including those who
rejected Jesus as the Messiah.

b. They are relics of saints;

4. How many sacramentals are
there?

c. They are sacred signs with

8. The technical description of how
sacramentals function to bestow
grace is “ex opere operantis
ecclesiae,” which means, roughly
translated:

5. What common sacramental is
used to keep track of prayers?

c. The liturgy of St. Basil.

a. “Through the power of the rite
itself’”;

6. This sacramental usually often
has a little salt added to it by a
priest:

b. “The writing hand writes, and
having written, moves on”;

c. Race, as some skeptical races are
more prone to accept sacramentals
than sacraments.
10 Why does the catechism confirm
that the laity may use certain
sacramentals?
a. It is a typo;
b. Because it promotes laicization
by stealth;

c. Through the intercession of the
Church.

a. Holy water;
b. The Bread of Life;
c. Communion wine.
7. According to the “Catechism of
the Catholic Church,” sacramentals
can render many occasions of life:

c. Because all share the baptismal
priesthood.

9. The catechism confirms that
unlike the sacraments, which are
universal, sacramentals can be
suited to a specific:

ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.a, 3.a, 4.c, 5.b,
6.a, 7.c, 8.c, 9.b, 10.c

THE CATEQUIZ’EM

a. Person, if they are recognized as

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212
Full or Part Time Physician
Dining Room
for
a busy Catholic Internal
Server (FT) for
Medicine/Family
Practice Clinic in Fort
Westminster
Collins. No Inpatient care required.
assisted living
Partnership availabe if desired. Send CV
community.
to: St. Lukes Medical Clinic,
Friendly beautiful 1100 Oakridge Drive, Suite B, Fort Collinns,
community.
Colorado 80525 Fax 970-223-9566
PH: 303-426-9090
Phone 970-223-1199

HELP
WANTED
FUNDRAISERS for a non-profit organization
4:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Tues-Sat $8:00 an hour
plus incentives. E-mail resume to:
lead@associationforseniorcitizens.com.
Or call Carol 303-455-9635 after 4:30 p.m.
or apply in person at
The Association for Senior Citizens
2839 W. 44th Ave. Denver, CO 80211.
Seniors are encouraged to apply.

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Spanish and ESL Classes
is looking for a full time Facilities Supervisor
- Clases de Ingles
(720) 339-0779
for their new
w site in Lafayette, Colorado.
Notre Dame Parish
The Language
The job consists of maintaining building, grounds and
Connection
is seeking a part-time
Individual and group
equipment for optimal operations, performing routine
accompanist for
classes 25 yrs exp.
maintenance and repairs. The candidate must be willing to
Sunday liturgies.
obtain the necessary certifications if required.
Academia Doble Vista
Requirements: Candidate must possess three years of
Interested parties
Clases particulares
should call Lillian at o en grupo. 25 años de experience (or equivalent) in a full range of commercial building maintenance including electrical distribution, mechanical,
experiencia.
303-922-9875.
plumbing, fire alarm, sprinkler, HVAC and sound systems.
Personal Care
Provider (FT/PT)
evenings,
at Westminster
assisted living.
Beautiful friendly
community.
PH 303-426-9090

* Have HELOCs or ARMs whose rate and payments
keep increasing?

* Have a negative amortization ARM where your balance is

303-256-5748
Randy Spierings
Strategic Debt Planner - Englewood Branch
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
"The Local Company You Can Trust"
Toll Free - 888-240-6758
rjspierings@comcast.net
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

The ability to read mechanical/electrical drawings and wiring
diagrams, along with knowledge of proper maintenance and
repair tools is essential. A HS Diploma/GED, supplemented
by additional specialized technical training in commercial
building maintenance is required. A valid Colorado driver's
license and a CBI background check are also required.
Requires strong interpersonal communications skills, as this
position will work with volunteers and other staff.
Evening and weekend work may be required.
Contact information: For application, send resume to
jenifer@lafayettecatholic.oo rg or for more information
call 303-665-5103.

Pastors… I can help you with. . .

PAYMENTS GOING UP?

Now is the time to FIX your problem with a new FIXED RATE
mortgage. Let me put together a strategic debt plan integrated
into your overall financial plan to show how we can maximize
your wealth. For a FREE, no cost, no obligation analysis
valued at $200 please give me a call at…

FREE MONEY!
Secrets Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
This is a no-obligation community service.
Hotline sponsored by FM Free Mortgage Info., Inc.

ACCOMPANIST
NEEDED

CNA & PCP

going up and your equity is going down?
* Have high interest credit card and other non-tax
deductible debt with huge payments?

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS & REFINANCERS BEWARE!

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409

RCIA Classes • First Communion Parent Program
Monthly Baptism Preparation • Marriage Prep
Orientation
Would you like to have a “God’s Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage”
Seminar at your Parish? Or a Certified Creighton Fertility Care
Services Practitioner?
Andrew Watson has a Masters in Theology with a Certificate in
Marriage and Family Studies from Franciscan University and Dr.
Christina Coughlan-Watson has a PhD in Pharmacology and is an intern
for Creighton Fertility Care Services.
Contact Caritas Consultants, Inc. at 303-246-1481
—Tutoring for Math, Physics, Theology also
available for anyone—

TAX PREPARATION
CPA
Guarantee the largest refund
with the lowest
tax liability
Reasonable Fees
Douglas S. Noonan, CPA, PC

United Children’s Fund, Inc.

(303) 695-0067

www.unchildren.org

Knights of Columbus member

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

Regis University offers exciting career opportunities at:
https://jobs.regis.edu . Computers can be accessed at many public
libraries as well as the Regis Department of Human Resources at
3333 Regis Blvd in Denver (West Hall).
Regis University, with more than 16,000 students, is comprised of
Regis College, the College for Professional Studies, and the
Rueckert-Hartman College for Health Professions. The University
is recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a Top School in the
West and is one of 28 Catholic Jesuit colleges and universities
throughout the United States. In addition to the main campus in
N.W. Denver, CO, Regis has campus locations in the DTC, Longmont,
Broomfield, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora, and Las Vegas,
NV, and offers online programs.
Regis does not unlawfully discriminate in either the provision of
educational services or in employment practices on the basis of
race, color, religion, national origin, creed, ancestry, gender, age,
marital status, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, physical or mental disability, or any characteristic protected by applicable local, state, or Federal law. Within this context, Regis does
reserve the right to give employment preference to persons who
demonstrate by word and practice a commitment to the
University’s mission and educational goals.

- DENTURE
REPAIRS MOST DONE WHILE
YOU WAIT
Also: dentures, partials,
crowns, bridges, root
canals, implants, children,
cosmetic dentistry.
Friendly staff.
2121 S. Downing Street

303-733-8885
WARNING –DON’T BUY A HOME
WITHOUT READING THIS FREE REPORT
“10 Secrets to Successful Homebuying”
whether you’re a first time buyer or a move up buyer.
To get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 Ext. 3333

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com.
This is a no obligation community service hotline sponsored
by Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage
Door Company

303-989-6040
Sales & Service
Since 1994

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

1. Concrete work,
all kinds
2. Trash removal
3. Tree trimming,
removal
4. Fence installation
& maintenance
Fast and Friendly Service

Senior Discount

303-429-0380

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

40 yrs. experience

Add’l Circuits,
Lighting,
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
TUBS, Room Additions Service
Upgrades a Specialty

HANDYMAN

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!

Minor
Remodeling

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

Quality Work

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

(303) 937-8854

Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

Cleaning
Lady
available.

Thank You
Dear Lord for
prayers answered
thru the
intercession
of Our Blessed
Mother and
St. Jude. M.D.R.

CJ Roofing Company

Free Estimates

303-762-9484

European.
Experienced,
References.
Heide

303-514-4441

Thank You!
AFFORDABLE
Jesus, St. Anthony,
ELECTRIC
Blessed
Virgin Mary,
We love
St. Jude,
St. Peregine, for small jobs.
prayers answered.
303.596.6870
D.M.F.

FOR SALE
OR RENT

WINTER PRICING NOV-MARCH
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

Manuel Reeves

Colorado Plumbing
& Heating
Plumbing Repair Specialists
Since 1987 * Professional
Prompt * Courtesy Service
Repair * Remodel
* Installation
Denver Metro
303.766.4300

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"

PAINTING
Where your business
is always appreciated!

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

PAINTING

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office
Free Estimates

www.cjroofing.com

Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

MILE HIGH Tile/Grout
TREE CARE,
Problems

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. (65 +) or
Veteran Discount
Free Phone Consultations
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown
720-560-3192

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

Williams & Sons
Electric

Call: Jack

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

HOME CARE
& CLEANING

Remodeling

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products

Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

CALL NOW!

303-394-2802

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

Mike’s Painting &
Decorating
Interior & Exterior painting,
Drywall repair & texturing,
Power washing.
Serving Metro Denver and Northern Colorado
Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

720-628-2024

PURCELL
PAINTING
Father & Son Owned
and Operated
Over 20 years exp.
Honest, Professional
and Affordable
On Time Guarantee

303-617-0917
Free estimates
Hundreds of references available

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext
Bonded & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

60 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

EXCLUSIVE TIMBERLINE RIDGE
HIGHLANDS RANCH
2622 Sq. Ft. 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath,
Walk out basement, Large master
bedroom on separate floor with deck
overlooking Green belt,
Patios & courtyard, Pool Community,
$315,000
Bob Schimpf G.R.I. 720-339-6525
Remax Inffinity

FOR SALE

Felix Vasquez
Consumer Products
Specialist
Auto * Home * Life
felix.vasquez@sentry.com

Se Habla
Español

303-359-2921

FOR SALE or RENT

3 Bedroom Townhome in
2 Crypts at
Aurora Mission Viejo
Mt. Olivet Cemetary
Cherry Creek Schools
Madonna Mausoleum
$1050/month
or $159,000 to purchase.
must sacrifice,
call 303-421-0833 Totally remodeled with all upgrades.
Call Felix 303-359-2921

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount
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