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HUNDREDS of homeless and needy line up outside
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
Dec. 20 for the annual Father Woody Money Giveaway.
The event was held during Advent on the first day of
winter. The Christmas season, which began on Dec. 24
(the vigil of Christmas), ends Jan. 13 with the feast of
the Baptism of the Lord.
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THIS IS THE prayer card in English for National Migration Week, being observed this
week by the Catholic Church. The Jan. 6-12 observance aims to raise awareness about
the causes of migration and the situations in which migrants find themselves. The
2008 theme is "From Many, One Family of God."
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CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.
News from Iowa: The media
simply don’t ‘get’ religion
“Consider the major poll of those who attended the Iowa caucuses;
it was done at the behest of the four major television networks plus
CNN and the AP. Republicans were asked two questions: whether it
mattered that the candidate shared his or her religious beliefs and
whether the voter would describe himself or herself as a ‘born-again
or evangelical Christian.’ Democrats were asked — well, they were not
asked anything about their religious beliefs or lack thereof.”
— Mark Stricherz, Getreligion.org, Jan. 5
Getreligion.org is one of my favorite Web sites, not because it’s
Catholic or pious — it’s neither — but because it asks the right
questions. Founded by journalist and media scholar Terry
Mattingly and several reporter colleagues, getreligion.org subjects
the mass media’s religion coverage to the same hard review that
the news media provide to American culture at large.
The results aren’t comforting. The evidence gathered by getreligion.org shows again and again that the press doesn’t “get” religion as a story. Denver is unusual in having two major newspapers, both with capable religion coverage. But overall, major
news organizations tend to cover religion poorly, predictably and
too often with a negative undercurrent. As we enter yet another
election year, Catholics should remember that what we read in
the newspapers, hear on the radio and see on television is often
useful, but it’s always a selective taste of reality. Deciding about a
candidate based on the latest headlines, or about an issue based
on the latest reported poll, is a recipe for trouble.
Anyone who needs proof can simply check out a Jan. 5 getreligion.org story by Mark Stricherz (“Are Democrats not religious?”).
Stricherz’s report is not just another argument for whether
Democrats or Republicans are good or bad; obviously, plenty of
very good people, including many religious believers, inhabit
both political parties.
Rather, Stricherz’s point is this: The way the major news media
frame or ignore religion’s role in American public life can be deeply
misleading. If delegates from one political party are asked questions about their religious faith in an Iowa caucus poll, and delegates from the other political party in the same poll are not, we can
reasonably ask why — and what the consequences might be for
news coverage. This is exactly what happened in Iowa last week.
Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton and John Edwards have all
spoken quite publicly about their religious faith in recent
months. Yet as Stricherz notes, the recent Iowa caucus poll
supported by all four major TV networks, CNN and AP was
framed in a way that presumed religion is a major factor for
Republicans and not for Democrats. Maybe that’s true; maybe
it’s not — but we won’t ever know from the poll results, because
the right questions weren’t asked.
As we move into 2008, we can expect another round of professional media worrying about the “unhealthy interference” of religion in American politics. We need to ignore it — or better yet,
we need to answer it with the overwhelming evidence of
American history. Religious faith, religious believers and religious
leaders have always played a major role in informing American
public debate, to the betterment of the whole community.
Ultimately, every voter has the duty to follow his or her own
properly formed conscience. And we all have an obligation to respect the dignity of others. But the best way to be “faithful citizens” is to put our beliefs about God, moral character and common sense before every other loyalty. We have nothing to offer
our political party or our nation if we agree to downplay our religious and moral convictions when we come to society’s toughest
issues. Today and always, we pursue our vocation as American
citizens best by living our Catholic faith authentically first.
The Denver Archdiocese’s annual Living the Catholic Faith
Conference is set for March 7-8 at the Colorado Convention Center.
This year’s theme is “Decide today whom you will serve” (Jos 24:15),
and the sessions will focus in a special way on the Catholic vocation of faithful citizenship. Visit www.archden.org/lcfc_2008/.

Annual FOCUS conference
draws 3,000 college students
BY CLAUDIA CANGILLA MCADAM

“Go, and set the world on fire!”
These words of St. Ignatius of
Loyola comprised the theme of the
Fellowship of Catholic University
Students’ 2008 National Student
Leadership Conference and 10th
anniversary celebration held Jan.
2-6 in Grapevine, Texas.
Colorado-based FOCUS has a
presence of more than 150 missionaries ministering to thousands of students on 33 campuses in 18 states.
During Christmas break when
one might imagine students
spending their time sleeping, seeing family and friends, or earning
money, more than 3,000 young
people traveled from all around
the country to experience a week
encountering Jesus Christ.
Noted author and public speaker Jeff Cavins kicked off the conference as keynote speaker.
“I believe that God has placed in
our hearts a sense of mission,” he
told the students and their missionary leaders. “He has created us
to work with him. He has created
us to demonstrate his glory and reflect with our daily lives his wisdom, his beauty, his power.”
Former Pentecostal charismatic
minister Alex Jones, who is now a
deacon in the Catholic Church, energized the crowd.
“Evangelization is a call to the
Gospel,” he said. “You must be
committed to the work of the
Lord with everything you have—
not piecemeal, not halfway, not
half-hearted, not mediocre, but
with your whole heart, with your
whole being, you’re committed to
the work of Jesus Christ—that’s
what the Holy Spirit is calling for
from the faithful.”
Mother Assumpta Long, one of
the founders of the Dominican
Sisters of Mary, Mother of the
Eucharist, referred to the current
cultural war on the sanctity of life.
“We are encountering the enemies of truth and goodness,” she
told the gathering of young people.
“We need you desperately!”
Conference attendees came
from more than 200 campuses
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AUTHOR Jeff Cavins delivers
the keynote address.
across the United States. There
were student representatives
from Canada and Australia as
well. In addition, approximately
100 priests and a number of bishops participated, including
Denver Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., who celebrated one of the Masses.
Students had the opportunity
to take part in eucharistic adoration, to avail themselves of the
sacrament of reconciliation, and
to attend daily Mass as well as
numerous faith-building breakout sessions.
“At one point in my life, I was
an atheist, then an agnostic, then
a Protestant before finding the
Catholic Church,” said University
of Vermont freshman Matt Wajda.
“I came into this conference
skeptical and wondering where I
stood in my faith. It has been a
truly inspiring conference for me.
It is going to help me be a better
Christian Catholic person.”
All-star baseball player and captain of the Kansas City Royals Mike
Sweeney captivated the crowd
with his personal story of what he
termed, “my journey with Jesus.”
His revelation of his ups and
downs in his faith life gave the students an insight into living the
Catholic life in the public spotlight.
At a difficult period in his personal
and professional life, a picture of a
bicycle-built-for-two proved inspi-

rational to the young athlete.
“I realized that I’d placed myself in the front seat, and I had
been trying to do the steering,” he
said. He committed to putting
himself in back, doing the peddling, and “to put Jesus Christ on
the front seat of the bike.”
“The ‘C’ on my jersey means
more than ‘captain.’ It stands
for being Catholic,” he said. “I
give you that honor — to wear a
‘C’ on your jersey, and to wear it
proudly!”
A bold and powerful witness to
the Gospel, Father Benedict
Groeschel, C.F.R., a founder of the
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal,
appealed to the students with his
brutal honesty.
“You’ve been exposed to the
apostasy, the betrayal of many
Catholic colleges,” he told them.
“And the media is out to get the
Catholic Church.”
“You are a part of a providential
movement in the Catholic faith,”
he told them. While he expressed
a hope for a religious revival at
the hands of today’s youth, he
warned them of the possibility of
persecution.
“Know your stuff. Turn on your
brains. Start with the ‘Catechism
of the Catholic Church.’ We need
to have informed Catholics. Know
the New Testament, especially the
holy Gospels. Learn to pray. Be
devoted to Christ in his silent presence at eucharistic adoration.”
Father Benedict’s message hit
home with University of
Colorado junior Lindsey Lyle.
“The fire in his spirit encouraged
us to want to be the change,” she
said. “This conference has given
us the tools we need to do that.”
FOCUS president and founder
Curtis Martin declared, “You are an
anointed generation. You were
made for a very specific purpose.
You were made for greatness.”
“If you are what you should be,
you will set the world on fire,”
Mother Assumpta said. “You are
our hope. Young people will
change the culture.”
For more information about
FOCUS, visit www.focuson
line.org or phone 303-551-7401.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 10: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.); followed by Priests’ Personnel Board meeting
Jan 11: Keynote speaker, annual Johannes Hofinger Conference, Archdiocese of New Orleans
Jan. 12: Mass, St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnstown (4 p.m.)
Jan. 13: Mass, 50th anniversary, Notre Dame Parish, Denver (12:30 p.m.); Mass at the cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
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Migration week encourages welcoming newcomers
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Though there has been little
movement on the political or
government policy fronts to improve the situation of immigrants
to the United States, the Catholic
Church is encouraging a weeklong observance focused on welcoming newcomers.
National Migration Week, Jan. 612, is intended to raise awareness
about the causes of migration and
the situations in which migrants
find themselves. The 2008 theme is
“From Many, One Family of God.”
The 27th observance of
National Migration Week by the
Catholic Church in the United
States typically involves a wide
assortment of local activities organized by dioceses and parishes.
The U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops includes suggestions for prayer and worship,
as well as educational and service
activities in a packet of materials
sent in November to every diocese, parish and Catholic school
in the United States.
In a letter accompanying those
materials, Bishop John C. Wester
of Salt Lake City, chairman of the
USCCB Committee on Migration,
notes that “rather than embracing newcomers to our land whose
circumstances have compelled
them to seek new lives among us,
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JUAN, an illegal immigrant from
Guatemala facing deportation,
holds his daughter after addressing a crowd in Our Lady Queen
of the Angels Catholic Church in
Los Angeles last May.
we too often respond in fear and
harbor attitudes of resentment
and suspicion.”
He referred to the New
Testament story of the loaves and
fishes, when Jesus’ disciples
wanted to send away a crowd
who had come to listen to him,
because the disciples feared there
was not enough food.

“In the same way, we are tempted to turn away migrants, fearing
that our nation does not have
enough resources — jobs, schools,
housing, medical care and other
necessities — to accommodate
those who have made their way to
this abundant land,” Bishop
Wester wrote. “The miracle of the
loaves and fishes is God’s promise
not only to the disciples but to us
as well. If we fail to minister to the
needs of these newcomers, we fail
Our Lord himself.”
The letter went on to quote the
passage from Matthew in which
Jesus answered the question
“Lord, when did we see you a
stranger ... and not minister to
your needs,” with the response,
“What you did not do for one of
these least ones, you did not do
for me.”
Possible activities suggested in
the USCCB materials include multicultural liturgies, sponsoring a
refugee family, organizing an ethnic food festival or hosting a
screening of a migration-themed
film, such as the recent documentary “Posada” about children who
enter the United States unaccompanied by a parent or guardian.
More information is available
on the USCCB Web site at:
www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw/praye
r.shtml.

Local Catholic Charities gets new director
BY JOHN GLEASON

Strategic planning, a new capital
campaign and prioritizing resources are just some of the challenges that Christopher Rose, the
new director for Catholic Charities
of the Archdiocese of Denver, says
he is looking forward to.
Rose, who has been with
Catholic Charities for the last 18
months, is excited about stepping
into this role. He said he is confident because of all the excellent
people associated with the organization.
“It’s not daunting at all,” Rose
said. “Everything that goes on here
is due to the efforts of the people
— outstanding men and women
who make it happen every day.
Catholic Charities would be nothing
without
them.”
Originally from Colorado Springs,
Rose attended Colorado College
where he majored in political
economy. He then earned a master’s degree in public administration from the University of
Colorado, followed by a law degree
from the University of Denver. He
and his wife Lori have three children: Michael, Madeline and Anna
Kathryn. They are members of
Spirit of Christ Parish in Arvada. It
was while he was in law school that
Rose started down the path that
led to his work for the Church.
“When I was volunteering at
Samaritan House,” he said, “I
wanted to find a way I could help
out with the public policy side of
the Church in terms of the poor.
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CHRISTOPHER ROSE
It led to my contacting the
Colorado Catholic Conference.”
The conference is the state-level,
public policy agency of the
Church in Colorado. Rose joined
the conference in January 2003 as
associate director for public policy and remained there for three
and a half years.
“I liked working for the conference, defending the Church’s
teachings on protection of life,
dignity of the poor and working
with a variety of Catholic entities,” he said. “I enjoyed working
with the people from the Office of
Catholic Schools on voucher legislation and Catholic Charities on
energy assistance legislation. It
was satisfying work.”

Eventually Rose was approached by Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., about the
possibility of going to work for
Catholic Charities and in June
2006 was hired. One of the first
things he worked on was to negotiate a contract with Larimer County
United Way for a homeless prevention center. Called the Sister Mary
Alice Murphy Center for Hope, the
center is expected to be completed
by February. Rose said the center
will considerably expand the services that Catholic Charities brings
to Larimer County.
“I helped with the accreditation process and also worked on
the organization’s first capital
campaign,” he said.
Rose is grateful for the journey
that brought him to Catholic
Charities.
“I find it humbling to think that
I started out volunteering at
Samaritan House, helping kids do
their homework at the learning
center,” he said. “I stand back
and see Catholics have such a
great capacity to help people in
the many things we do.
Everything from food assistance
and child care to GED and immigration programs as well as legal
representation.”
In 2008, getting the Building
Hope capital campaign off the
ground is a priority on the planning board for Catholic Charities,
but it is only one of many things
that the organization is looking
at, according to Rose.

See Rose, Page 5

GUEST COLUMN

BISHOP JOHN WESTER
It’s open season on immigrants
The failure of immigration reform legislation last June has given
some a green light to unleash harsh and polemical attacks on immigrants.
Some opponents of immigration reform have sounded the trumpets. Some elected officials and presidential candidates have joined
the chorus.
Immigrants — undocumented and, by association, legal immigrants — have become the sacrificial lambs for myriad ills besetting
the nation: an unpopular war, a slowing economy, failing schools
and an inadequate and expensive health system, to name a few.
This national frustration is compounded by the ineffectiveness of
the political system to solve these problems.
The sad truth is that the political venting toward immigrants has
done little to repair our immigration system or any of the other
challenges we face as a nation. In fact, it diverts attention from
meaningful reform. The nation’s poisoned debate on immigration
also cultivates nativist and xenophobic attitudes, which reduce the
space needed for constructive dialogue.
To compound matters, the inability to fix our immigration system
at the federal level has left state and local governments flailing in
their attempts to respond to the problem.
Local ordinances and state laws targeting undocumented immigrants are passed but are costly to administer and raise serious constitutional concerns. Even without these problems, their utility would be
marginal without federal reform, even when they are designed to help
integrate, not marginalize, immigrants.
The New York driver license proposal is a case in point. The proposal
was defeated in part because of justifiable national security concerns,
even though it will now drive people further into the shadows and
leave New York drivers less safe on the road. But, as with other state and
local initiatives, it put the cart before the horse: Without federal immigration reform, states and localities are limited in what they can do.
A comprehensive immigration reform bill, for example, would
have required background checks for all undocumented people
prior to obtaining legal status or legal documents. With the security
concern addressed, New York and other states, in their efforts to
make roads safe, would have been able to issue driver licenses to
immigrants with confidence.
The basic issue that our nation must decide is whether we want
to deport all undocumented people or whether we want to provide
certain hard-working, otherwise law-abiding people legal passage
and legal status.
As for mass deportation, it is impractical, if not impossible, to accomplish, notwithstanding whether it is in the national interest or
humane to deport millions of hard-working people, the majority of
whom have lived in the United States for years.
The second option of replacing illegality with legality in our immigration system would end a status quo that feeds off the vulnerability of
millions of our fellow human beings. Creating legal avenues for migration to match our economic needs also would assist law enforcement
in their efforts to control illegal immigration and secure the border.
The choice is clear. As a nation, we cannot accept the toil and
taxes of the undocumented at the same time we scapegoat them,
separate their families with enforcement raids and look the other
way as they die in the desert.
We cannot benefit from their labor yet deprive them of the protection of laws that ensure their rights in the workplace. And we
should not expect them to wash our clothes, build our houses, pick
our vegetables and mow our lawns but not permit them to drive
legally and safely to these jobs.
In short, we cannot have it both ways.
Employing a permanent underclass without rights is contrary to
our nation’s history and to the democratic principles we all cherish.
It also is morally wrong.
Despite the shrillness of opponents, polls continue to show that the
majority of the American public understands this and agrees that
comprehensive reform is the answer. In fact, it is the only answer.
Unfortunately, we may have to endure more flailing and political
posturing before our public leaders understand it.
Bishop John Wester is the bishop of the Diocese of Salt Lake City
and chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee
on Migration. His column first appeared in the Salt Lake Tribune on
Dec. 1, 2007. It is reprinted by permission.
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BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

An Islamic Leo XIII?
There’s been a lot of chatter since 9/11 about Islam’s need for a
Martin Luther, a Muslim reformer who would accelerate this great
world religion’s acceptance of two key planks in the platform of political modernity: that religious freedom is a basic human right, and
that democracy is the form of government most likely to produce a
just society. To be candid, this Lutheran imagery has never made
much sense to me. It misses large parts of the relationship between
the Reformation and the freedom project in the West, and it seems a
very dubious scenario for theological development within Islam.
In the mid-1990s, in an essay entitled “Waiting for Augustine,” I
suggested that resolving the painful encounter between Islam and
modernity required a figure of immense intellectual and spiritual authority who could distinguish for Muslims between the earthly city
and the City of God, as Augustine had done for Christians in his 5th
century masterwork. Now, I must confess, that Augustinian analogy
also seems not-quite-right. For as a Muslim colleague, Stephen
Schwartz of the Center for Islamic Pluralism, recently suggested to
me, what Islam really needs is a Leo XIII: a religious leader who, by
retrieving and developing forgotten elements of an ancient faith, can
bring that faith into a fruitful engagement with the modern world.
When Leo XIII came to the papacy in 1878, the Catholic Church’s
official thinking on Church-and-state was frozen in intellectual
amber — not least because the Italian destruction of the Papal States
had made Leo’s predecessor, Pius IX, the “prisoner of the Vatican.”
Gioacchino Vincenzo Pecci, who would succeed Pius in that gilded
and frescoed “prison,” had enjoyed a broad pre-papal career in diplomacy, civil governance, and pastoral care; he was also a leader in the
revival of the philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas. Thanks to those experiences and that intellectual perspective, Pecci suspected that
what many Catholics regarded as “traditional” — the insistence that
rightly-ordered states must legally and financially support
Catholicism as their official religion — did not, in fact, reflect the
deepest currents of Catholic thought on the relationship between religious and political authority.
So when he became Leo XIII, Pecci began a careful, lengthy
process of retrieval and development that, by drawing on the “perennial philosophy” of Aquinas and looking deeper into the Church’s
tradition than the self-styled traditionalists were prepared to do, led
(over some eighty years) to a positive Catholic engagement with the
institutions of political modernity — one result of which was the
Second Vatican Council’s Declaration on Religious Freedom, which
in turn led to the Catholic Church’s emergence as the world’s premier
human rights advocate.
Retrieval-and-development, rather than rupture-and-revolution: Is
this a model that might be attractive to serious Muslims who want to
do something positive to resolve the intra-Islamic civil war that has
spilled out from the House of Islam and now affects all world politics
— most lethally, through jihadist terrorism? That’s one of the large
questions I pose in Faith, Reason, and the War Against Jihadism, just
published by Doubleday. In this small book, I make several other arguments:
• The great questions of life, including the great political questions,
are ultimately theological.
• The notion of “three Abrahamic faiths” obscures more than it illuminates.
• Jihadism, while a lethal distortion of Islam, nonetheless appeals
to certain tendencies in Islamic self-understanding that can only be
successfully overcome by a re-connection in the Muslim mind between faith and moral reason.
• Genuine interreligious dialogue, acknowledging the theological
and anthropological differences between Islam and Christianity, will
focus on the development of an Islamic case for religious freedom
and the separation of religious and political authority;
• The struggle against jihadism, which may last for generations, is
one of the two great contests for the human future in the 21st century (the other being the management of biotechnology).
Faith, Reason, and the War Against Jihadism also includes a host of
policy proposals: a modest contribution to the national conversation
in this hyper-political season. I hope you find it all of interest.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Scripture readings for Jan. 13
Feast: Baptism of the Lord
Readings:
• Isaiah 42:1-7
• Psalm 29:1-4, 9-10
• Acts 10:34-38
• Matthew 3:13-17
Theme: Baptism is not some
kind of cosmic “life insurance
policy,” nor is it magic, nor is it a
mere custom: something we do
because, well, because grandma
says we should. Rather, baptism
is the beginning of life as a
Christian and the very means by
which we are incorporated into
the body of Christ, the Church.
Baptism is the “spark” that ignites the fire of faith, and “the
gateway to life in the Spirit” in
which the “seed” of eternal life is
planted in the soul. But that

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
The Catholic Church
suffered severely when
this came to Finland in
the 16th century.
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
To mark the beginning of one year
and the end of another, this
week’s quiz looks at all things
Finnish.
1. Catholics in Finland are notable
mainly for their:

Key verse:“I formed you, and set
you as a covenant of the people, a
light for the nations” (Is 42:6).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Holy baptism is the
basis of the whole Christian life,
the gateway to life in the Spirit
and the door which gives access
to the other sacraments. Through
baptism we are freed from sin
and reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and
made sharers in her mission:
‘Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water and in
the word’” (No. 1213).

b. Documented in the saga
“Fennomen” written by Eric the
Bishop;
c. Easily understood, if we realize
it was a Danish colony until 1289.
3. Christianity is believed to have
appeared by:

Pope Benedict XVI: “[In baptism] God does not act in a magical way. He acts only with our
freedom. We cannot renounce
our freedom. God challenges
our freedom, invites us to cooperate with the fire of the Holy
Spirit. These two things must go
together. Baptism will remain
throughout life a gift of God,
who has set his seal on our
souls. But it will then be our cooperation, the availability of our
freedom to say that “yes” which
makes divine action effective”
(Sermon, Jan. 7, 2007).
Application: At baptism, the
newly initiated receive a candle
representing the light of Christ.
The Church shines a little more
brightly whenever someone is
baptized. We are not baptized for
ourselves alone, but that we
might reflect him who is “a light
for the nations.” Life in Christ begins in baptism, and flourishes in
the Church. Baptism not only
benefits the individual, but it enriches the whole Church and
through her, the rest of the world.
a. The bishop of St. Petersburg;
b. The Diocese of Abo/Turku;
c. The ethnic minority of
Karelians who had move to
Finland in the 1200’s.

a. Magic;

7. Finnish clergy held some key
positions in the Church. Bishop
Olaus Magni was at times:

b. The 12th century;

a. Pope of the Pole;

c. Accident.

b. Rector of the Sorbonne in
Paris;

4. One of those involved, Henry
Bishop of Uppsala was, quite
surprisingly:
a. English;
b. A Lapp;
c. Norwegian.

c. Cardinal of the Scandinavian
Inquisition.
8. The Catholic Church suffered
severely when this came to
Finland in the 16th century:
a. Literacy;

a. Piety;

5. He met this fate:

b. Generosity;

a. He was murdered;

b. The Order of the Teutonic
Knights;

c. Scarcity.

b. He was forced to convert to the
native religion of animism;

c. Lutheranism.

2. The origins of Christianity in
Finland are:
a. Fairly unclear, though with
clearly Swedish and Russian
elements;

c. He was exiled to Iceland by Eric
Green Tooth.
6. When the Finnish Catholic
Church did take root, it was
centered on:

THE SAINTS: ST. PETER OF SEBASTEA
Born
around
340,
Peter
was the
son of St.
Basil the
Elder and
St.
Emmelia.
He was
the
brother
of St.
Basil, St. Gregory of Nyssa,
and St. Macrina. He was the
youngest of ten children.
Peter was raised and educated

by Macrina after their father
died when he was an infant. He
entered a monastery in
Armenia on the Iris River
founded by his mother and
father and headed by Basil. He
became abbot in 362.
Peter helped alleviate the
distress of the famine that
afflicted Pontus and
Cappadocia.
He was ordained in 370, and
was named bishop of Sebastea
in 380. He labored to eliminate
Arianism in his see and
attended the general council of
Constantinople in 381. He died
around 391. His feast is Jan 9.

9. Catholics were hounded and
their faith eradicated. One
beneficiary of the Reform
movement was, however:
a. The reindeer because
prohibitions against red noses
and other “pagan” items were
removed;
b. The Finnish language because
the translation of the Bible
helped fix and revive the
language;
c. The lay Catholic who was
freed of taxation and the need to
attend bingo.
10. Another group hounded by
the majority church were these
believers, linked culturally to
Karelia and Russia:
a. The Old Believers;
b. The Orthodox;
c. The Lutherans.

ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.a, 3.b, 4.a, 5.a,
6.b, 7.b, 8.c, 9.b, 10.b

GEORGE WEIGEL

seed must be nurtured in order
to grow and reach maturity.
Without the loving attention of
devoted parents who attend
Mass and pray regularly, who
make an effort to learn about
their faith, and to teach that
faith to their children, the life of
grace, begun at baptism, can
wither and die.
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Rose
From Page 3

“I’m also interested in integrating our agency’s programs so that
when someone comes in to get
rental assistance we can also figure out why they need that assistance,” he said. “If it’s because
they can only work restricted
hours because of child care, then
we can have child care services
work with them at the same time.”
This passion for caring is something that is recognized in Rose
immediately. It is a quality he
shares with his predecessor,
James Mauck, who retired at the
end of last year after leading
Catholic Charities for 33 years.
But Rose is also his own man.
“Chris brings some uniquely
valuable skills to the job,”
Archbishop Chaput said in a statement. “He has a heart for the poor,
wonderful energy and intelligence
and he has the added advantage of
having worked closely with (outgoing director) Jim Mauck. He’ll build
on Jim’s foundation and bring his
own new talent and ideas to the
Catholic Charities mission.”
When asked what this opportunity means, Rose said it was the
chance to help transform lives
with the good news and love of
Jesus Christ.
“I’m most grateful that I’ve had
the chance to get my feet wet and
work at Charities for the last year
and a half, especially with Jim
Mauck as a mentor.”

BRIEF

Reproductive
health conference
A conference offering Catholic
teaching on reproductive health
will be held 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Jan.
12 at Regis University. “Life Giving
Freedom: A Holistic Approach to
Reproductive Health” is the title of
the event sponsored by the
Marriage and Family Life Office of
the Archdiocese of Denver. The
day-long event will consist of seminars and workshops that will explore not only reproductive health
issues, but God’s vision for marriage and sexuality. Speakers include Dr. Kimberly Schmidt, Sister
Renee Mirkes, O.S.F., PhD., and Kyle
and Amberly Mills. Keynote topics:
“The Glory of the Soul in Flesh,”
“NaPro Technology: Healthcare
Women Really Need to Know
About,” and “God’s Design for
Sexuality in the Modern World.”
Other topics will include discussion on drug abuse in “Popping
Pills: the Good, Bad and the Ugly of
this Approach and a workshop on
infertility titled: “When Nature
Needs Help, Facing the Moral
Realities of Infertility.” Question
and answer sessions will follow
each presentation.
Regis University is located at
3333 Regis Blvd. Conference cost:
$15 per person, $25 per couple.
Pre-registration is encouraged as
space is limited. For more information, call 303-715-3259.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment from Most Rev. Robert Shaheen, bishop of the Diocese of Our Lady of
Lebanon, Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon and the Congregation for the Eastern Churches, is confirmed
by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Jibran BouMerhi, granted faculties to function in Latin-rite services within the Archdiocese of
Denver, effective immediately, until his ministry in the Archdiocese is completed.
The following assignment by Father Sergio Sanchez Moreno, superior, Religiosos Agustino Recoletos,
Ciudad de Mexico, is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Servando Navarro, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed
parochial vicar, St. John the Baptist Parish, Longmont, Colorado, effective Jan. 23, 2008, for a threeyear period.
Very Rev. Kevin Augustyn, V.F., appointed dean for the Boulder Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2008, until
Dec. 31, 2010.
Very Rev. Gregory Cioch, V.F., appointed dean for the Fort Collins Deanery, effective Jan.1, 2008, until
Dec. 31, 2010.
Very Rev. Robert Fisher,V.F., appointed dean for the Southwest Denver Deanery, effective Jan.1, 2008,
until Dec.31, 2010.
Very Rev. Daniel Leonard, V .F. appointed dean for the East Denver Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2008, until
Dec.31, 2010.
Rev. Thomas Lynch, O.P., appointed Religious Order representative, effective Jan.1, 2008, until Dec. 31,
2010.
The above mentioned priests are also confirmed as representatives to the Presbyteral Council for their
respective deaneries or appointment and for the same term.
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BRIEFS
Immigration, Iraq War
named top stories of
2007, pontiff voted
top newsmaker
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
national debate over immigration
issues was the top religious news
story of 2007 and Pope Benedict
XVI was the top newsmaker, according to the annual poll of
client editors of Catholic News
Service. Catholic response to the
war in Iraq took second place
among the 30 news stories on the
ballot, while developments in the
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stem-cell field came in third. Pope
Benedict dominated the newsmakers list, with 20 of the 24 firstplace votes cast. U.S. President
George W. Bush was a distant second, followed by Blessed Mother
Teresa of Calcutta. The poll was
the 46th annual survey of CNS
client newspapers. This year’s ballots were distributed Dec. 4 and
the deadline for returns was Dec.
13. When the editors’ poll was first
conducted in 1962, the overwhelming choice for top story
was the opening of the Second
Vatican Council. Last year, editors
chose Islam’s relations with
Church and society as the top religious story of the year and Pope
Benedict as the top newsmaker.

Rome basilica
Vatican recruits
establishes ecumenical ‘spiritual mothers’
chapel as prep for
to pray for priests
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With
Pauline year
a letter to the world's bishops

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In
preparation for the 2008-09 celebration of a special Pauline year
convoked by Pope Benedict XVI,
Rome’s Basilica of St. Paul
Outside the Walls is establishing
an ecumenical chapel. Cardinal
Andrea Cordero Lanza di
Montezemolo, archpriest of the
basilica, told the Vatican newspaper that with the new chapel “we
will give non-Catholic Christian
communities the possibility to
come to the basilica to pray, to
celebrate the liturgy.” The Vatican
newspaper,
L’Osservatore
Romano, published an interview
with the cardinal Dec. 19, two
days after the cardinal met with
Pope Benedict to discuss plans
for the Pauline year. When Pope
Benedict announced in June the
special year of events marking
the 2,000th anniversary of St.
Paul’s birth, he said the celebrations should have a special ecumenical character. St. Paul, “who
was particularly committed to
bringing the good news to all
peoples, did everything he could
for unity and agreement among
all Christians,” the pope said.

and a 40-page illustrated
brochure,
the
Vatican's
Congregation for the Clergy is
encouraging eucharistic adoration for the holiness of priests
and is recruiting "spiritual
mothers" to pray for priests and
for vocations to the priesthood.
The project, launched Dec. 8,
aims to highlight the link between the Eucharist and the
priesthood as well as Mary's
special role as the mother of
every priest, said a letter from
the congregation's top officials.
Cardinal Claudio Hummes, congregation
prefect,
and
Archbishop Mauro Piacenza,
congregation secretary, said that
as part of a wider effort to address the challenges facing
priests today, they wanted to
promote perpetual eucharistic
adoration "for the reparation of
faults and sanctification of
priests." But they also hoped to
promote "a commitment on the
part of consecrated feminine
souls," who, following the example of Mary, "might wish to spiritually adopt priests in order to
help them with their self-offer-

ing, prayer and penance." The
letter asked bishops to promote
in their dioceses "a movement
of prayer," centered on perpetual eucharistic adoration and involving priests, religious and
laypeople. The English translation of the letter and brochure
are available at: www.clerus.org
/clerus/dati/2007-12/07-999999
/Adoration_for_priests.pdf.

Senate confirms
Mary Ann Glendon
as U.S. ambassador
to Vatican
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
U.S. Senate confirmed Mary
Ann Glendon, a U.S. law professor and president of the
Pontifical Academy of Social
Sciences, as the new U.S. ambassador to the Vatican Dec. 19.
President George W. Bush had
announced plans to nominate
Glendon Nov. 5. In the flurry of
end-of-the-year activity, the
Senate
Foreign
Relations
Committee held a hearing on
the nomination on the morning
of Dec. 19 and the full Senate
approved dozens of nominations and military promotions
in its next-to-last action before
adjourning
that
evening.
Glendon, a Catholic, will succeed Francis Rooney, a Catholic
businessman who has held the
post since October 2005. A date
for Rooney’s departure has not
been announced. Glendon is a
law professor at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass.,
and has been a member of the
social sciences academy since
its founding in 1994.

Ex-British Prime
Minister Tony Blair
received into Catholic
Church in December
LONDON (CNS) — Former
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair became a Catholic during a
private ceremony in London.
Blair, previously an Anglican,
was received into full communion with the Catholic Church by
Cardinal Cormac MurphyO’Connor of Westminster. Blair
was sponsored at the Mass of reception by his wife, Cherie, a
Catholic. The Dec. 21 Mass at
Archbishop’s House, the cardinal’s private residence, was attended by Blair’s family and
close friends. Cardinal MurphyO’Connor said in a statement
Dec. 22 that he was “very glad”
to welcome Blair into church.
“For a long time he has been a
regular worshipper at Mass with
his family and in recent months
he has been following a program
of formation to prepare for his
reception into full communion,”
the cardinal said. “My prayers
are with him, his wife and family at this joyful moment in their
journey of faith together.” Blair,
54, served as British prime minister from May 1997 until June
2007.
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Notre Dame Parish hits half-century mark
BY JOHN GLEASON

Notre Dame Parish in Denver
will observe its 50th anniversary
with a Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., at 12:30 p.m. on Jan.
13. The liturgy and reception
that follows will kick off a yearlong series of events to commemorate the church’s milestone, according to Msgr. Leo
Horrigan, the pastor.
“This is very exciting — a nice
event for the parish,” he said.
“The parish really started in
1957 but we decided to celebrate in 2008 because that is
what it says on the cornerstone.
That first Mass was the
Christmas midnight Mass. We’ll
begin our celebration on Jan. 13,
which is the last day of
Christmas. We’re inviting as
many current and past parishioners who wish to attend.”
Other events will continue the
celebration through the year,
according to Msgr. Horrigan.
“We’re planning for a 40-hour
observance during Lent, which
will be a nice time to adore the
Blessed Sacrament. This year’s
parish picnic on the first Sunday
in June will be fairly big. We’ve
scheduled a parish retreat in the
fall and we’re planning to hold
an all parish dinner-dance.”
The parish traces its beginnings to 1957 when Archbishop

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

NOTRE DAME PARISH, 2190 S. Sheridan Blvd., will celebrate its
50th anniversary beginning with a Mass and reception on Jan. 13.
Urban J. Vehr paid $30,000 for a
new church site in south
Denver, authorizing the new
parish on Aug. 14. The prelate
selected Father William Joseph
Koontz as the founding pastor.
A church with an adjoining hall
and a school wing was built.
Parishioners celebrated their
first service in the new church at
midnight on Christmas Eve
1958. The school thrived under
the Dominican Sisters from Our
Lady of the Elms Motherhouse
in Akron, Ohio, and in 1968 the
school was expanded by adding
more classrooms.

Following a major construction project of a new
rectory/parish center, in 1971
the Altar and Rosary Society installed the church’s stained glass

windows and a new organ and,
in 1974, a new family center was
opened.
Msgr. Horrigan, who has been
pastor since 1989, said he enjoys
every aspect of being a part of
this parish, although he has a
special love for the school.
“I’ve always been fond of
watching the kids grow up and
working with Catholic schools,”
he said.
“It’s a great joy. The people of
the parish couldn’t be any better; they’re generous with their
time and talent. This is a great
place.”
Asked about the spirit of Notre
Dame, again Msgr. Horrigan
points to the parish community.
“The people are strong and
close-knit, a group that has
great concern for one another,”
he said. “You can see it in any of
our ministries or groups, a caring, cross-section of people who
put each other before themselves. That makes for a strong
community. Looking forward, I
think the parish will be here for
a long, long time.”

50TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
What: Mass followed by reception
When: 12:30 p.m. Jan. 13
Where: Notre Dame Church, 2190
S. Sheridan Blvd.
Information: call 303-935-3900
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Father Woody Money Giveaway attracts hundreds
BY JOHN GLEASON

The annual Father Woody
Money Giveaway didn’t begin
until 10 a.m. on Dec. 20, but
long before that people began
gathering in line outside the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception —
some as early as 6 a.m. — to receive what would be for many
their only Christmas present.

The annual giveaway was started 19 years ago by the late Msgr.
C.B. Woodrich who with an
anonymous donor’s help would
pass out cash to the homeless
during the holidays. Originally
held at Holy Ghost Church, where
Father Woody was pastor, the
event was eventually moved to
the cathedral, which is located at
Colfax Avenue and Logan Street,
to accommodate the large crowd

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

PASTOR of the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, V.G., and other priests hand out envelopes with
$20 to the needy Dec. 20.
the event attracts. Every adult re- Columbus helped those in need to
ceives $20 and all children get their seats. Knight Bernie Staebell
McDonald Gift Certificates. The of Council 4079 said that he and
cash comes from anonymous do- his fellow knights always want to
nations as well as a contribution participate in the event.
“It’s important for me; it’s imfrom the Daniels Fund.
When the service began, not portant for all of us to be here,” he
only was every pew filled, but the said. “It really awakens us to what
line outside extended around the problems there are in the world.”
Members of the Denver Sheriff’s
block to 16th Avenue. The people
waited patiently for a gift, a smile Department were also on hand,
many on their own time, to help
and a warm holiday greeting.
Inside, a portrait of Father with security and to make sure the
Woody kept a watchful eye over line kept moving outside.
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, V.G., pastor
the proceedings.
As volunteers from Regis at the cathedral, presided over the
University led the assembled in prayer service which preceded the
Christmas carols, more than 30 gift giveaway. Following prayer
members of the Knights of and Scripture reading, he told the

assembled that anticipation is part
of Advent and Christmas.
“In this season we are told that
we need to purchase gifts,” he said.
“But we gather here today to celebrate where there is no price tag.
… Let the peace of Christ control
your heart and be thankful.”
Msgr. Fryar then stepped forward to pass out the gifts assisted
by cathedral parochial vicar Father
Felix Zermeño-Martín, Regis
University president Father
Michael Sheeran S.J., and longtime friend of Father Woody Father
Daniel Flaherty.
More than 1,500 envelopes were
handed out. Most receiving the
envelopes carried everything they
owned in a bundle or backpack.
All expressed thanks.
Afterward, people gathered
outside on the corner. Some
wondered what they would do
with their gift. Others were off to
buy gifts.
“I’m going to get a present for
my son,” said one young man who
identified himself as Jason. “This is
the first time this year I’ve been
able to get him something. This is
really nice.”
Wendy said she can’t remember
how many years she’s been attending the Father Woody Money
Giveaway, but she never misses it.
“Some might say it’s only $20,
but there’s more to it,” she said. “I
feel like I’ve been treated special,
not like taking a handout. I might
be homeless, but I know God hasn’t forgotten me. Don’t you think
that’s the spirit of Christmas?”
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Volunteer, 80, keeps Delaware parish looking spiffy
BY MIKE LANG

WILMINGTON, Del. (CNS) —
Isidro “Pedro” Colon retired
from the city of Wilmington five
years ago after years of cleaning
the streets of trash and snow. No
one would have blamed him
had he kicked back, put his battle-tested feet up and relaxed
during retirement.
No one, perhaps, except
Colon himself.
Colon wanted no part of lazy
mornings and daytime television. He had time and talents to
offer. So he approached officials
at his longtime parish, St. Paul’s
in Wilmington. They were more
than happy to welcome him
aboard.
“One day he asked if he could
work here as a volunteer. I said
anyone is welcome here,” said
Deacon Angel Rivera, who does
maintenance at St. Paul’s. “He
didn’t want to stay home and
watch TV. So he thought the best
place to start was here at the
church.”
Colon, 80, can be found virtually every morning on the
grounds of St. Paul’s or a nearby
street, doing his part to make his
little corner of the world a bit
more pleasant. He works yearround, picking up trash, weeding and shoveling snow. He
comes in early, sometimes be-

fore 7 a.m., works three or four
hours, walks to his home half a
block from the church, and returns in the afternoon to continue his work.
“The church appreciates what
he’s doing. We wish more people
would help. You have to pay people to do what he’s doing. That

CNS PHOTO/DON BLAKE, THE DIALOG

ISIDRO “PEDRO” COLON sweeps up trash on a street across
from St. Paul Church in Wilmington, Del., last October. Colon, 80,
who retired from the city of Wilmington five years ago after years
of cleaning the streets of trash and snow, cleans up around the
parish every day as a volunteer.

takes a good chunk out of the
collection,” Deacon Rivera said.
Some people try to make
Colon’s work more difficult by
throwing trash in his direction
as they walk or drive by, the deacon said, but for the most part
he is treated with respect.

See Volunteer, Page 12
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Benedictine celebrates 104th birthday; she has been nun for 85 years
FERDINAND, Ind. (CNS) —
When Benedictine Sister Carla
Mitchell was 8, she had diphtheria and a doctor told her parents
she would not live through the
night.
But she beat that dire prediction — and then some — when
she marked her 104th birthday
Dec. 21.
Sister Carla, formerly Sister
Mary Charles, made history Oct.
28 when she became the first
Sister of St. Benedict of Ferdinand
— and likely the first Benedictine
in the United States — to celebrate the 85th anniversary of her
religious profession.
For 79 of those years, Sister Carla
taught school in Indiana, North
Dakota, California, Louisiana and
Arizona. She taught at all levels of
education — kindergarten, elementary, secondary and college,
and in prison ministry.
Before beginning her teaching
career in 1922, she went to the
courthouse in Jasper, Ind., and
paid $1 to take tests for a teaching
license. After passing every test she
took, she was licensed to teach
English, French, math, Latin, history and many other subjects. She
continued teaching through 2001,
when she tutored a French ex-

SISTER CARLA MITCHELL
poses with one of the gifts
she received from her family
when she celebrated her
103rd birthday on Dec. 21,
2006, at Monastery
Immaculate Conception in
Ferdinand, Ind. Family and
friends gathered again this
year for her 104th birth day.
The nun made history in late
October when she became
the first Sister of St.
Benedict of Ferdinand — and
likely the first Benedictine in
the United States — to celebrate the 85th anniversary
of her religious profession.
CNS PHOTO/SISTER PAULETTE SENG, OSB

change student at Forest Park High
School in Ferdinand.
She also continued her own
education, mostly during the
summer months, obtaining
bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in Latin, with a minor in math,
from the University of Notre
Dame and a second master’s degree in French, with a minor in
English, from the University of
Nebraska. She also studied at
Marian College in Indianapolis,
The Catholic University of
America in Washington and the
Sorbonne in Paris.

Sister Carla still has vivid memories of many of the students she
taught and says she loved every
one of them. And they loved her,
too, as evidenced by the class of
1943 that she taught in Minot,
N.D. In the early 1990s they provided her with a plane ticket and
lodging so she could attend their
48th class reunion. They offered a
second time, but she declined.
The most rewarding part of her
teaching, she said, continues
today in the appreciation and
gratitude she still receives from
former students.
Her lifelong desire for learning
is still evident today. Although her
body is showing its age — she
wears a hearing aid, has very limited vision and uses a walker, to
which her oxygen tank is attached — she keeps her mind

alert. She listens to tapes on spiritual subjects, has sisters read the
daily paper to her and studies
Greek vocabulary cards by using
a magnifying machine.
Sister
Carla
resides
in
Hildegard Health Center at her
order’s Monastery Immaculate
Conception and prays for others
as her ministry. Her daily schedule includes prayer, exercise
class, spiritual tapes, conversation, meals and study. She goes to
bed at 8 p.m. and gets up at 5 a.m.
“Early to bed and early to rise
makes a nun healthy, wealthy and
wise,” she said. “I can’t say that it
made me wealthy in money, but
wealthy in happiness.”
Sister Carla’s advice for living a
long, happy life is, “You have to see
the good in everything and every
person and have a positive attitude in life.” And the key to persevering in her vowed religious life,
she said, is “being faithful to the
commitment I made 85 years ago.”
Other interesting tidbits about
Sister Carla:
• She has written more than 40
published poems and has written
a 125-year history of the
Ferdinand monastery.
• She appeared on ABC’s
“Nightline” show in 2000 after
being interviewed about changes
in religious life.
• She played a grandmother in
a Wendy’s commercial in 1992.
• The most exciting event in her
life, she says, was a two-week tour
of the Holy Land in 1987.

Pope Benedict’s
calendar in 2008
confirms life doesn’t
slow down after 80
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As Pope
Benedict XVI looks at his 2008 calendar, he’s no doubt recognizing
that life doesn’t slow down after 80.
With three foreign trips, a world
Synod of Bishops on the Bible, a
jubilee year dedicated to St. Paul,
an important dialogue with
Muslims, and an encyclical and a
new book in the works, 2008 is
shaping up as perhaps the busiest
year of his pontificate.
The pope will celebrate his 81st
birthday in Washington April 16,
the day he’s scheduled to meet
with U.S. President George W.
Bush at the White House and with
U.S. bishops at the Basilica of the
National
Shrine
of
the
Immaculate Conception. There’s
bound to be a birthday cake
somewhere along the way.
The April 15-20 trip to the United
States and the United Nations will
be the pope’s first journey outside
Italy in 2008. In Washington, the
pope also is expected to say Mass in
the Nationals’ baseball stadium
and hold meetings with educators
and interreligious leaders.
In New York, in addition to his
U.N. visit, the pope’s tentative
schedule includes a meeting with
ecumenical representatives, Mass
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, an encounter with seminarians, a visit
to ground zero and Mass in
Yankee Stadium.
In late July the pope will travel to
Australia — by far the longest trip of
his pontificate — to preside over
World Youth Day celebrations.
Sometime during the year, he’s expected to visit Lourdes, France, to
mark the 150th anniversary of
Marian apparitions there.
Meanwhile, the pope also has
made plans for several major trips
inside Italy, beginning with the
Ligurian seaports of Genoa and
Savona in mid-May.
In mid-June, the pope will visit
the southern Italian region of
Puglia, and in early September
will make a one-day stop on the
island of Sardinia.
On June 28, Pope Benedict plans
to inaugurate the “year of St. Paul,”
which will feature liturgies, conferences and ecumenical encounters
in Rome and around the world.
The Synod of Bishops runs Oct.
5-26 on the theme, “The Word of
God in the Life and Mission of the
Church.” The pope chose the topic
of Scripture, and he is expected to
follow the proceedings closely.
The pope is working on at least
one document, a new encyclical
that addresses social issues. There’s
no target date, but officials expect it
during the first half of 2008.
And sources said the pope is
continuing to work on another
project dear to his heart: the second volume on the life of Jesus, following publication of “Jesus of
Nazareth” last spring.

M AT U R E M A R K E T P L AC E l 1 1

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l JANUARY 9, 2008

Seniors help give new life to used Catholic school uniforms at school
BY KATIE LEWIS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (CNS) — A
new dress code at Metro
Nashville Public Schools has
given new life to old uniforms
from Christ the King Catholic
School in Nashville.
When Christ the King was
phasing out its old uniforms, the
school’s parents started looking
for a way to put them to good use.
“Different parents looked into
various possibilities, including
Haiti missions and schools affected by Hurricane Katrina, but
we weren’t able to come up with
a
solution,”
said
Chris
Bontrager, co-president of the
Home and School Association at
Christ the King.
“Many parents also looked into
recycling with textile industries,”
said Christ the King principal
Christine Gebhardt, “and others
looked into different schools or
overseas missions to take the uniforms, but with no success.”
“We hated to throw away usable clothing just because it was
outdated or it no longer fit,”
Gebhardt added.
But a case of good timing provided Christ the King with an
answer.
Metro’s 75,000 students began
the 2007-2008 school year with a
new policy for “standard school
attire,” requiring students to

RUTH KENNEDY, a
member of the
Knowles Senior
Center knitting and
crocheting group,
sews a patch over the
Christ the King logo
on one of the hundreds of shirts and
sweaters donated by
the school to FallHamilton Enhanced
Option Elementary
School in Nashville,
Tenn., last October.
Nearly 90 percent of
the students at FallHamilton come from
families living below
the federal poverty
line and the uniform
donation will help the
children comply with
Metro Nashville
Public Schools’ new
standard school attire
policy.
CNS PHOTO/THERESA LAURENCE, TENNESSEE REGISTER

wear solid-color shirts with a
collar, as well as navy blue, black
or khaki slacks, shorts or skirts.
Leaders at Fall-Hamilton
Enhanced Option School in
Nashville, where nearly 90 percent of the students come from
families living below the federal
poverty line, were looking for a
way to help families comply with
the new school attire policy.

After “calling every private
school in the phone book,”
Penny Gammons, coordinator
of the Family Resource Center at
Fall-Hamilton, found Christ the
King, and a match between one
school’s desire and another’s
need was made.
“When Metro instituted its
uniform policy, it provided us
with an opportunity to make a

meaningful donation in our
own area,” Bontrager said.
Christ the King first donated
shirts and navy blue pants, and
followed that with a donation of
sweaters, vests, pullovers, longand short-sleeved shirts, shorts
and “skorts.”
All clothes with Christ the
King’s old logo were donated, as
well as “a large supply of nonlogo items that the school had accumulated over the years,”
Bontrager said.
Having all the extra blue and
white shirts and sweaters on
hand will be a great help in
keeping the Fall-Hamilton students in clean and appropriate
school clothes, Gammons said.
Members of the knitting and
crocheting group at the Knowles
Senior Center, located across
the street from Fall-Hamilton
school, volunteered to sew the
patches over the Christ the King
logos on the donated shirts and
sweaters.

The shirts will be kept in FallHamilton’s emergency clothing
closet and given to students
who come to school dressed in
dirty shirts or shirts that violate
the dress code. The students will
be asked to wash the shirts and
return them within a week,
Gammons said, so they can continue to be rotated to other students. Sweaters will be divided
among all the classrooms and
handed out as needed, she said.
Gebhardt said parents generally praise uniforms for the low
cost of school clothes and the
simplicity of dressing in the
morning.
“I find that uniforms help resolve many of the issues that
arise with fashion in relation to
social status, peer pressure and
inappropriate attire for developmental ages,” she said. “By
wearing uniforms, our kids can
focus on developing internal
gifts rather than worrying about
the label or brand.”
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Helping a caregiver across the miles Volunteer
From Page 9

BY LISA M. PETSCHE

If you have a frail parent who
lives in a different area and is
cared for by a close relative —
such as your other parent or a
sibling — you may feel guilty
that you can’t be there to share
the load. But even though you’re
not available to give handson assistance on a regular
basis, you can still help the primary
caregiver
with
meeting your parent’s needs.
Some ideas for how to do this
are included below.

PRACTICAL HELP
• If your parent has a chronic
illness, gather information to
help the caregiver — and the rest
of your family — understand the
disease and get an idea of what to
expect for the future.
• Research and share information about available resources in
your parent’s community, which
might include: visiting library
service, meals on wheels, friendly visiting, volunteer driver programs, accessible transportation, recreational programs and
home healthcare services. Also
gather information about services that help caregivers — such
as support groups (some may
offer concurrent care), day care

programs and nursing facilities
that offer short-term residential
care — and encourage the caregiver to take advantage of them.
Information can be obtained
from the local Area Agency on
Aging. (To find the appropriate
office, call the Administration
on Aging’s toll-free Eldercare
Locator Service at 1-800-6771116 or search online at www.eldercare.gov/.)
• Give the caregiver a subscription to a caregiving magazine, or clip and send articles
about caregiving that contain
practical information (behavior
management or self-care strategies, for example).
• Give the caregiver a gift membership in a caregivers’ organization or the nonprofit organization associated with your parent’s
health condition (for example,
the Alzheimer’s Association
or
Parkinson
Foundation).
Membership benefits usually include a newsletter and access to
other valuable resources.
• Organize a telephone callout chain so important information about your parent’s health
status and needs can be shared
among family members in a
timely fashion.
• Offer to come and stay
with your parent so the caregiver can take a vacation.

• Ask what kind of help the
caregiver could use most.
Depending on your financial situation, you may be able to cover
or at least contribute towards
the cost of one or more of the
following potential needs: medical equipment, such as a bath
bench or a walker or wheelchair;
home adaptations; a house
cleaning service; yard maintenance service; specialized transportation; respite care, such as a
personal support worker or
companion, a day care program
or residential respite; or a vacation for the caregiver (anything
from a weekend away at a bed
and breakfast to a flight overseas
to visit relatives or friends).

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
• Arrange a regular time to
call. Shop around for a good
long-distance savings plan so
you don’t have to concern yourself with the length of conversations. With each contact, ask not
only how your parent is doing,
but also how the caregiver is
coping. Don’t forget to express
appreciation for all that the
caregiver does for your parent.
• Encourage the caregiver to
call you (collect if necessary) with
any concerns. Make it easy for
him or her to get in touch with

you. Get an answering machine if
you don’t already have one, and
perhaps a cell phone as well. Email may also be advantageous.
• Listen to the caregiver without judgment and don’t give unsolicited advice. Provide encouragement.
• Send a card or note to
brighten the caregiver’s day.
Include a humorous anecdote
or cartoon clipping.
• Periodically surprise the
caregiver with a treat, such as a
movie, a music CD by a favorite
artist, fresh flowers, a basket of
specialty foods, toiletries or
other pamper items, or a gift
certificate to a restaurant that
has delivery service.
• Encourage the caregiver to
accept offers of help and to ask
for assistance when needed.
• Support the caregiver if he or
she decides to place your parent
in a care facility. The decision
is a very personal and difficult
one, and often is followed
by feelings of guilt. Trust that the
caregiver has done his or her
best and has exhausted other
options, and do whatever you
can to help with the transition.
Plan a visit to assist the caregiver with touring facilities and
narrowing choices, or to help
your parent settle into the new
residence.

He doesn’t stop with the parish
grounds, either. Colon often will
walk from St. Paul’s up Fourth
Street to Franklin Street, over
one block to Third and back
down the hill to St. Paul’s.
Colon came to Wilmington
from Puerto Rico in the mid1950s. His wife died in 1976.
They had four children, three of
whom survive. Pedro lives with a
son in Wilmington; his two
daughters live in Florida. He also
has 12 grandchildren.
Colon said that despite — or
perhaps because of — the daily
work around the parish, his
physical health is good. He
claims no secret that keeps him
in such good condition.
“I live in peace, I eat good and
I sleep. That’s the key,” he told
The Dialog, Wilmington diocesan newspaper, in Spanish translated by Deacon Rivera. “And
pray. I can’t leave that out.”
“He’s going to make it to 100,”
said Deacon Rivera, eliciting a
laugh from Colon.
If so, parishioners and passersby likely will find him with his
gloves, shovel and trash can.
Colon plans to keep volunteering at the parish “until they lower
me into the ground. When I die, I
want a broom in the casket,” he
added with a laugh.
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GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Holy Rosary Pancake Breakfast: 4672
Pearl St. Adults $5, children $2. Those
60 years and older, born in January
receive a free breakfast. Call 303-2963283.
Jan. 20: 7:30 a.m. - noon
Amici Italiani of Queen of Peace:
Italian club open to all to learn and
share the Italian culture. Queen of
Peace, 13120 E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Every second Saturday: 10 a.m.noon

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Scripture from Scratch: an overview
of the Old and New Testaments offered by Father Brian Morrow. St.
John the Baptist Parish, 323 Collyer
St., Longmont. No previous Bible
study is required. A study guide can
be purchased for $13. Call 303-7760737.
Jan. 9 - March 12
Vocation Discernment Retreat: for
men considering the priesthood or religious life. Mother Cabrini Shrine,
20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Call
Father John Lager O.F.M. Cap., 303981-1111.
Jan. 11 - 13
Life Giving Freedom: a holistic approach to reproductive health.
Hosted by the Office of Marriage and
Family Life. All are invited to attend a

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
one-day conference where timeless
truths meet modern science. Regis
University, 3333 Regis Blvd. Call Ann
Zimmer, 303-715-3259.
Jan. 12: 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Catholic Men’s Retreat: at the YMCA
of the Rockies in Estes Park. Call
Denis Hoelting, 303-424-5075 or
Father John Lager O.F.M. Cap., at 303981-1111.
Jan. 17 - 19
Is Abortion Morally Justifiable: a debate between Dr. Peter Kreeft and Dr.
David Boonin. University of Colorado
Boulder, Humanities Room 1B50.
Sponsored by the Auqinas Institute for
Catholic Thought. Call 720-564-1111.
Jan. 18: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Rocky Mountain Sacred Music
Workshop: sponsored by the Diocese
of Colorado Springs. A practicum on
Gregorian chant and choral polyphony,
including continued education and information on sacred music. Scott
Turkington and Professor Horst

Buchholz will present.
Call Larry, 719-495-3093.
Jan. 18 - 19
Lector Formation and Training: a
course for lectors sponsored by the
Archdiocesan Office of Liturgy.
Bonfils Hall, JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St. Cost: $15, includes materials and refreshments. Pre-registration is required. Call 303-715-3156.
Jan. 21 - Feb. 11: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30
p.m.
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for Healing
from Abortion: addresses the wounds
that are caused by an abortion experience. Call Edith, 303-410-1710 or Lori,
303-904-7417. Deadline is Jan. 26.
Participation is confidential.
Feb. 1 - 3

PILGRIMAGES
London and French Holy Sites: Father
Jeremy Paulin, O.M.V,. of Holy Ghost
Church will lead an itinerary which

visits London, Lourdes, Paris, Nevers,
Mont St. Michel, Rue du Bac, Lisieux
and Normandy. Call Father Paulin at
303-292-1556 or
jdpaulinomv@gmail.com.
May 26 - June 6
Egypt, Jordan and the Holy Land: led
by Theatine Father Tomas Fraile. Call
Irene for a brochure, 303-477-7863.
March 31 - April 16
Italy: join Holy Cross Parish on an 11day tour of Rome, Assisi, Venice,
Verona, Isle of Capri and Pompeii. Call
Jeannie, 303-452-1148.
November 2008

YOUNG ADULTS
CLAY: “Suffering and Evil,” presented
by James Cavanagh, director of
Evangelization for the Archdiocese of
Denver. Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St. Call 720244-1951.
Jan. 13: following the 6:30 p.m.
Mass

SINGLES
Singles Dance: sponsored by St.
Frances Cabrini Singles. 6673 W.
Chatfield Drive, Littleton. Cost: $12,
includes food and drinks. Call Joan,
303-979-6581 or Ken, 303-471-1499
Jan. 19: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212
Our Lady of the
Rosary Academy
Elementary School
Teacher grades 1-3
(303) 424-1531.
Ask for Leo

HELP
WANTED
DENVER WELCOMES
Angela Krier
to Cherry Creek’s

Vito Pini Salon
Advanced Expert Stylist with
10 years experience

Specializes in modern &
stylish highlights and
cuts

JESUIT SUMMER LOVE & CARE
RETREAT:
Services Looking

3-30 Days.
for CNA’s with cars
Anchorage Alaska’s
to provide services
Grandeur.
to clients in their
907-346-2343 x215
homes.
www.holyspirit
303-504-0313
centerak.org

- DENTURE
REPAIRS Holiday Special:
1/2 off a haircut with your
highlights

To Book your appointment call Vito Pini at
303-399-6000
Located at 2727 E. 2nd
Ave. Denver, CO 802206

MOST DONE WHILE
YOU WAIT
Also: dentures, partials,
crowns, bridges, root
canals, implants, children, cosmetic dentistry.
Friendly staff.
2121 S. Downing Street

NOW HIRING

WARNING –DON’T BUY A HOME
WITHOUT READING THIS FREE REPORT

* Have HELOCs or ARMs whose rate and payments

“10 Secrets to Successful Homebuying”
whether you’re a first time buyer or a move up buyer.
To get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

keep increasing?

* Have a negative amortization ARM where your balance is
going up and your equity is going down?

Now is the time to FIX your problem with a new FIXED RATE
mortgage. Let me put together a strategic debt plan integrated
into your overall financial plan to show how we can maximize
your wealth. For a FREE, no cost, no obligation analysis
valued at $200 please give me a call at…

303-256-5748
Randy Spierings
Strategic Debt Planner - Englewood Branch
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
"The Local Company You Can Trust"
Toll Free - 888-240-6758
rjspierings@comcast.net
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

e-mailed to you at 303-388-1643, ext. 208.

PAYMENTS GOING UP?

deductible debt with huge payments?

$10-15/hr DOE + discounted
apartment. Must have own
tools, transportation and
pass background check.
E-mail resumes to:
WWW.Whitedoveii.com/jobs
or fax to:
303-462-1973

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409
United Children’s Fund, Inc.
www.unchildren.org

1-800-232-4391 Ext. 3333

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com.
This is a no obligation community service hotline sponsored
by Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

Felix Vasquez
Consumer Products
Specialist
Auto * Home * Life
felix.vasquez@sentry.com

Se Habla
Español

303-359-2921

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

Spanish and ESL Classes WARNING: HOMEBUYERS & REFINANCERS BEWARE!
FREE MONEY!
- Clases de Ingles
(720) 339-0779
Secrets Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!
The Language
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
Connection
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
Individual and group
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
classes 25 yrs exp.
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.
Academia Doble Viista
1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111
Clases particulares
or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
o en grupo. 25 años de
This is a no-obligation community service.
experiencia.
Hotline sponsored by FM Free Mortgage Info., Inc.

The Verandas Assisted
is looking for a Custodian/Handyman.
Living in Wheat Ridge
Experienced only need apply, preferably have
your own tools. Duties include complete cleaning
is looking for PCP’s
at the Church, Chapel, Church Offices,
24/hr shifts and
Parish Halls and all connected rooms,
12/hr shifts
facility
set-up, hauling and moving furniture
QMAP Preferred
and
equipment,
ice and snow removal. Also,
Call Jen 303-425-6328
responsible for upkeep of the buildings and
grounds. Requires knowledge and experience
with basic carpentry, painting, basic plumbing
and electrical, simple equipment and facility
repairs, use of snow removal equipment and
industrial cleaning chemicals.
Please apply at 830 Elm St., Denver, 80220
or call to have applicattion faxed or

303-733-8885

* Have high interest credit card and other non-tax

MAINTENANCE
TECHNICIAN

Thank You
Most Sacred Heart
Thank You
of Jesus,
Sacred Heart of
Sacred Heart
Blessed
Mother
Jesus, St. Jude,
of Jesus,
in heaven, St. Anthony
and Virgen de San
Blessed Mother & patron of my family and
Juan de Los Lagos
St. Jude please hear
St. Anthony for
for prayers
my prayers for
prayers answered.
my sons health.
answered.
OBITUARIES &
T.L.
Amen!
MEMORIALS
B.B.

Regis University offers exciting career opportunities at:
https://jobs.regis.edu . Computers can be accessed at many public
libraries as well as the Regis Department of Human Resources at
3333 Regis Blvd in Denver (West Hall).
Regis University, with more than 16,000 students, is comprised of
Regis College, the College for Professional Studies, and the
Rueckert-Hartman College for Health Professions. The University
is recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a Top School in the
West and is one of 28 Catholic Jesuit colleges and universities
throughout the United States. In addition to the main campus in
N.W. Denver, CO, Regis has campus locations in the DTC, Longmont,
Broomfield, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora, and Las Vegas,
NV, and offers online programs.
Regis does not unlawfully discriminate in either the provision of
educational services or in employment practices on the basis of
race, color, religion, national origin, creed, ancestry, gender, age,
marital status, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, physical or mental disability, or any characteristic protected by applicable local, state, or Federal law. Within this context, Regis does
reserve the right to give employment preference to persons who
demonstrate by word and practice a commitment to the
University’s mission and educational goals.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage
Door Company

303-989-6040
Sales & Service
Since 1994

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

1. Concrete work,
all kinds
2. Trash removal
3. Tree trimming,
removal
4. Fence installation
& maintenance
Fast and Friendly Service

Senior Discount

303-429-0380

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

40 yrs. experience

Add’l Circuits,
Lighting,
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
TUBS, Room Additions Service
Upgrades a Specialty

HANDYMAN

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!

Minor
Remodeling

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

Quality Work

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

(303) 937-8854

Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

720-290-3502

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
WINTER PRICING NOV-MARCH
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. (65 +) or
Veteran Discount
Free Phone Consultations
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown
720-560-3192

Formerly Custom Design &
Colorado School Upholstery

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery
No Labor Charge-Special

720-366-5564
Juaquin & Gil Garcia

JR. SWAZO AFFORDABLE
ELECTRIC

ELECTRIC
We love
small jobs.
303.596.6870

Drain Problems?
Plumbing Problems?
24 Hr. Service
Mention this
ad & get $30 Off
All Work
Guaranteed
Excellent Rates,
Visa/Mastercard
Jim, 720-629-0518

Colorado Plumbing
& Heating

FOR SALE
OR RENT

Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products

Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

CALL NOW!

303-394-2802

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

Interior & Exterior painting,
Drywall repair & texturing,
Power washing.
Serving Metro Denver and Northern Colorado
Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
Manuel Reeves

PAINTING

Where your business
Plumbing Repair Specialists
is always appreciated!
Since 1987 * Professional
Over 25 Years
Prompt * Courtesy Service
Experience
Repair * Remodel
•Residential
•Commercial
* Installation
10% DISCOUNT
Denver Metro
303-412-838 8 office
303.766.4300
Free Estimates

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

Free Estimates

303-762-9484

www.cjroofing.com

Mike’s Painting &
Decorating

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

J&G
Upholstery

Visa & Master Card

CJ Roofing Company

MILE HIGH Tile/Grout
TREE CARE,
Problems

NO LABOR
CHARGE SPECIALS
All you pay for
Is My Fabric and A Base
Supply Charge
10% Discount on Fabrics
P/U & Del. Availablee

Free Estimates

Williams & Sons
Electric

Call: Jack

UPHOLSTERY

303-912-3780
New Work Service
Changeovers
Remodel
Commerical &
Residental

Remodeling

60 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
LAKEWOOD HUD HOME
$100. DOWN PAYMENT
Lots of room, 2061 Sq Ft. 4 Bdrm,
2 Bath, Family room, 2 Car atttached
garage, Fenced back yard. $148,000
Many Others, All Areas, All Prices
Bob Schimpf 720-339-6525
Remax Infinity

720-628-2024
METRO DENVER
DRYWALL

PURCELL
PAINTING

* DRYWALL
* TEXTURE
* REPAIR

Father & Son Owned
and Operated

720-275-8655

Over 20 years exp.
Honest, Professional
and Affordable
On Time Guarantee

303-617-0917
Free estimates
Hundreds of references available

Commerical Residential
Professional Interior
& Exterior Painting
Drywall repair, Texture,
Wall paper removal
27 Yrs Experience
Free Estimates
Low Prices
Call Rich 303-3211-6980
A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext
Bonded & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount
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Annual Respect Life
Mass set for Jan. 19
BY JOHN GLEASON

The annual Respect Life Mass
will be celebrated by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., at
noon on Saturday, Jan. 19 at the
Cathedral
Basilica
of
the
Immaculate Conception. The
Mass is held each January to coincide with the Jan. 22 anniversary of
Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion.
According to Mimi Eckstein, director of the Respect Life Office for
the Archdiocese of Denver, the
Mass is a time when people come
together and pray for the unborn
and for parents who have been affected by abortion.
“There is always a big turnout,”
Eckstein said. “Every year, the
cathedral is filled to capacity.
This is an emotional issue for
many people.”
Eckstein said it’s estimated
that, since Roe v. Wade was upheld by the Supreme Court in
1973, more then 45 million babies
have been aborted.
“The numbers are under-reported because some states, Colorado
included, are not required to keep
a record of how many abortions
are performed,” she said.
During the Mass, Archbishop
Chaput will present Pro Vitae (For
Life) awards to three individuals
for their dedicated efforts supporting pro-life issues. The honorees
for 2008 are Msgr. Leo Horrigan,
Father Brian Morrow and laywoman Maria Kneusel.
Msgr. Horrigan is pastor of Notre
Dame Parish. He was the supporter for the first Respect Life National
Card Writing Campaign, which
began in the early 1990s in the
parishes
of
the
Denver
Archdiocese. When he found out
that the Respect Life Office was
having a difficult time bringing
parishes on board, he offered to
pay for the materials for any parish
that would join his in responding
to the national post card campaign, Eckstein said.
Father Morrow is pastor of St.
John the Baptist Parish in
Longmont. He has been a supporter and advisor to the Respect
Life Office in promoting pro-life
programs in parishes and has been
most supportive of the Gabriel
Project, a parish-based outreach to
pregnant mothers in need. In addition, Father Morrow designated
St. John the Baptist as a pilot parish
for the “Mark your Door for Mary”
fundraising campaign, which
works in other Gabriel Project
parishes, enabling parishioners to
support the needs of pregnant
mothers. Eckstein said Father
Morrow has also been instrumental in bringing Project Rachel, an
outreach ministry to post-abortive
men and women, to the northern
part of the archdiocese.
Kneusel is Hispanic Outreach
Coordinator for the Gabriel
Project. Eckstein described her as

RESPECT LIFE MASS
When: noon Jan. 19
Where: Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St.
Information: 303-715-3205

“untiring” in her efforts to minister
to many pregnant women in need,
including the recruitment of bilingual volunteers to work with
Spanish-speaking
mothers.
Through her efforts, the Gabriel
Project has an abundance of volunteers in parishes with a large
Hispanic population.
The winners of the Respect Life
Essay Contest will be announced
by Archbishop Chaput at the Mass.
The winners are seventh- and
eighth-grade students from area
Catholic schools that participated
in the contest last fall.
Following the Mass, a March for
Life rally, sponsored by Colorado
Right to Life, will be held on the
steps of the State Capitol.
The cathedral is located at
1530 Logan St. More information can be obtained by calling
303-715-3205.

