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OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH is home to this statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe, who is
honored as patroness of the Americas. Her feast is today, Dec. 12. In 1531 Mary appeared
four times to an Indian, St. Juan Diego, on Tepeyac Hill outside Mexico City. Mary instructed Diego to tell Bishop Zumarraga that she wanted a church built there. The bishop complied with the request about two years later, after being convinced of the genuineness of
the apparition by the evidence of a miraculously painted life-size image of the Virgin on
Diego's mantle (tilma). The tilma is enshrined in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico City. Pope Benedict XIV, in a 1754 decree, authorized a Mass and Office under the
title of Our Lady of Guadalupe for celebration on Dec. 12 and named Mary the patronness
of New Spain. Our Lady of Guadalupe was designated patroness of Latin America by St.
Pius X in 1910 and of the Americas by Pius XII in 1945. Diego was beatified in 1990 by
Pope John Paul II, who canonized him two years later.
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CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.
Sympathy for the devil: thoughts
on ‘The Golden Compass’
When the first Harry Potter movie arrived in theaters several years
ago, many Catholic families had divided views about the film. Some
enjoyed it as an innocent and intriguing fantasy. Others avoided it
because of its emphasis on magic. But the screen adaptation of
Philip Pullman’s book, “The Golden Compass,” which opened in
Denver on Dec. 7, will likely produce far more agreement. No matter how one looks at it, “The Golden Compass” is a bad film. There’s
just no nicer way to say it.
I saw it at an 8:30 evening
showing on Dec. 8. The theNEW LINE CINEMA
ater was largely deserted.
That may be a trend. While
E-mail: movies@newline.com
“The Golden Compass,” rePhone: 310-854-5811
leased by New Line Cinema,
ranked No. 1 in box office rev- Address: 116 N. Robertson Blvd.,
Los Angeles, Calif., 90048
enues on its opening weekend, it took in only a modest
Fax: 310-854-1824
$26.1 million. The three “Ring
Trilogy” movies grossed between $47 and $72 million on their respective opening weekends,
and “The Chronicles of Narnia” had opening revenues of more
than $65 million. In fact, secular critics have been less than kind
to the movie, and for good reason. It’s long, complicated, and despite a very gifted supporting cast and wonderful special effects,
the story is finally lifeless. Much of the movie takes place in the
polar north, and the iciness of the setting is a perfect metaphor
for the chilly, sterile spirit at the heart of the story. Anyone expecting a playful children’s fantasy would do well to look elsewhere. There is nothing remotely “playful” about this movie.
As many readers will already know, Philip Pullman is an atheist,
and “The Golden Compass” — the first book in his trilogy “His
Dark Materials” — is a calculated counter-story to Christianbased fantasies like “The Lord of the Rings” and “Narnia.” “The
Golden Compass” takes place in a parallel world similar to earth,
but dominated by a sinister quasi-religious authority known as
the Magisterium. This powerful elite seeks to “protect” people —
for their own good — by shielding them from scientific knowledge, represented by the movie’s mysterious cosmic dust and a
truth-telling piece of technology called an “alethiometer” (or
golden compass). More specifically, the Magisterium abducts
young children and literally kills their souls, thereby extinguishing
the spirit of free thought and inquiry.
The aggressively anti-religious, anti-Christian undercurrent in
“The Golden Compass” is unmistakable and at times undisguised. The wicked Mrs. Coulter alludes approvingly to a fictional
version of the doctrine of Original Sin. When a warrior Ice Bear —
one of the heroes of the story — breaks into the local
Magisterium headquarters to take back the armor stolen from
him, the exterior walls of the evil building are covered with
Eastern Christian icons. And for Catholics in our own world, of
course, “Magisterium” refers to the teaching authority of the
Church — hardly a literary coincidence. The idea that any
Christian film critics could overlook or downplay these negative
elements, as some have seemed to do, is simply baffling.
Strangest of all — and in striking contrast to the Harry Potter and
Narnia stories — is the absence of joy or any real laughter in the
movie. The talented child actress who plays the film’s leading role is
hobbled by a character that is uniformly unpleasant, rebellious, belligerent and humorless; the kind of young person described by one
of my parent friends as needing a “long time-out.”
Obviously, parents are the primary teachers of their children.
They need to use their own best judgment about whether a film is
suitable for their families. But I’ll certainly be encouraging my own
friends to put their Christmas cash to better use. In fact, maybe the
most cynical and insulting thing about “The Golden Compass” is
that its makers would offer this cold, angry, anti-religious fable as
“holiday fare” in the midst of a season built around the birth of Jesus
Christ. That’s certainly worth a letter to the people at New Line
Cinema. With two more books in the Pullman trilogy as possible sequels, it might be helpful if they heard from all of us.

Child is reunited with
Faithful support
efforts to reunite
mother, child separated
in immigration raid
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Eight-month-old
Christian
Daniel Ortiz will be in his mother’s arms again for Christmas.
He’s a ray of hope in light of the
many families separated by recent immigration raids who can’t
say the same for their children.
“I know that there are at least
15 to 20 families in Greeley that
had children separated from
them in similar cases,” said Sister
Molly Muñoz, C.H.M., who
worked with local English teacher
Pablo Castellanos and Denver
Spanish radio station (La Buena
ONDA) KNRV 1150-AM to reunite the infant with his mother
this holiday season.
Sister Muñoz, a religious sister
with the Congregation of the
Humility of Mary, has long advocated on behalf of migrants.
United States-born Ortiz was
flown on Dec. 6 — the feast of St.
Nicholas — to his mother in El
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CHRISTIAN ORTIZ, 8 months, smiles as he's helped to stand.
Baby Ortiz was returned to his mother in El Salvador last week
after being separated from her in July in an immigration raid.
Salvador, who was arrested in
Rifle five months ago in an immigration raid.
“The family was living in Rifle,”
Sister Muñoz said last Wednesday,
the day before her flight to Central
America. “(U.S. Immigration and

Customs Enforcement) had been
looking for another Anna who
was undocumented and found
her and she was undocumented
and they took her.”
After her July arrest, Anna
Delme, 26, was held in a detention

Catholic coalition distributes food
BY JOHN GLEASON

Thanks to the efforts of people of
several Catholic churches in the
north metro area, many migrant
families received food baskets just
in time for the holiday season.
United with Migrants Inc. is a
nonprofit organization that reaches out to the migrant community
by helping with clothing, housing
and emergency needs.
Frank Gacnik has been a member of this coalition since its inception two years ago. The food baskets were created by collecting
some of the food through donations and by purchasing others
through SHARE Colorado, the
food and community network
sponsored by Catholic Charities.

“Each basket contained rice,
beans, cans of tomatoes and
corn, a pork roast and chicken
thighs,” Gacnik told the Denver
Catholic Register.
“SHARE
Colorado also let us use their
warehouse Friday (Nov. 30) to
break down the big food stuffs
into separate baskets. The distribution took place on Sunday
(Dec. 2) in the parking lot of St.
Augustine Church in Brighton.”
More than 50 families showed
up to receive one of the baskets,
said Joe Gamarano, outreach and
assistance coordinator at Light of
the World Parish and a founder of
United with Migrants.
“We had enough for 30 more
families,” Gamarano said, explaining those were distributed as well.

NATIONAL
MIGRATION
WEEK 2008
To learn what the Catholic
Church teaches on migration,
visit:
www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw.shtml

United with Migrants was
formed to support the efforts of
Congregation of the Humility of
Mary Sister Molly Munoz to help
migrant workers and their families who reside in the Brighton,
Fort Lupton and Greeley area. In
addition to the assistance, the
group also holds general educational development (GED) and

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 14: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (Noon); followed by Archbishop’s Annual Employee Christmas Party
Dec. 16: Mass at the Cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
Dec. 17: Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)
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mother for Christmas
center for three months where she
was not able to have contact with
her son, whom she had been
breastfeeding, Sister Muñoz said.
From there, she was taken to
her original home, in the mountains of El Salvador.
“The mother has to walk one to
two hours to meet us,” Sister
Muñoz said.
The child had been cared for by
friends in Vail who last week
turned him over to Parker resident Graciella Ortega who had
befriended the mother prior to
her arrest.
“(Anna) had to get a certified
letter, the baby has a passport,”
Ortega explained. “He’s a U.S. citizen and we think it’s very unfair
that the child is here and the
mother was taken away.”
The family’s plight is typical of
those torn apart in immigration
raids.
“We really need people speaking out on behalf of these families,” Castellanos said. “The system really needs financial support (to reunite families). The
Salvador (trip) was very difficult
to achieve.”
The consulate in El Salvador
was unable to put forth the
money to return the child to the

mother and told Sister Muñoz
and Castellanos that they could
only support fundraising efforts
to make the trip happen.
The father of the child is reportedly still in Colorado, Sister
Muñoz said. His exact whereabouts and status are unknown.
Sister Muñoz learned of the
child from Castellanos, whom
she has worked with before in efforts to raise toy donations during
the holidays on the radio.
Castellanos was told of the child
by a student who was acquainted
with the story.
The initial donation that came
in to send both Ortega and Sister
Muñoz to El Salvador was $500 —
part from a business man, and
the other part from a thankful migrant worker. Several other donations to take care of incidentals
and other needs in El Salvador
also kept coming in.
“(Sister’s) purpose was not just
to pay for the trip, the hotel, and
the food, but to give whatever
money she had left down in El
Salvador,” said Pat Gacnik, member of United with Migrants Inc.,
a nonprofit organization that
helps the migrant community
with food, clothing, medical care,
counseling, financial assistance

and legal advocacy. The group
was formed to support Sister
Muñoz’s work with migrants and
gave financial aid to help return
baby Ortiz to his mother.
Gacnik on Thursday visited a
Catholic center that provides for
the migrant community in
Avondale outside of Pueblo.
“This happens quite frequently,”
Gacnik said. “There doesn’t seem
to be an effort to do anything
about the children who are often
left in the care of a babysitter or relatives here. Especially (last)
December when they had the
Swift raids out in Greeley, where
parents were arrested and children
would come home from school
and find their parents not there. It’s
a terrible situation and it happens
more frequently than you think.”
The fundraising to return baby
Ortiz to his mother has been a
united effort between races and
between denominations, Sister
Muñoz said.
“That’s what we’re all about,“
Sister Muñoz said. “We’re a
Christian community. … No matter who we are or what we do,
we’re all God’s kids. We want to
have peace within our families
and within our hearts and we
want to share that.”

baskets to migrant families
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English classes for any migrant
who wishes to attend.
United with Migrants members
meet once a month to talk about
the needs of migrant workers and
how best to help them. Right now,
news of the organization is primarily spread by word of mouth, but

UNITED WITH
MIGRANTS
INC. volunteers, a coalition of Catholic
churches that
offers assistance to migrants, separate food items
which were
distributed in
baskets to migrant families
on Dec. 2.

the organization hopes to have a
Web site in the near future.
In past years, the organization
has held concerts and other
fundraising activities such as selling department store gift cards.
Gacnik is especially proud of a
concert held last year that netted

the group more than $10,000.
“We’re planning another concert next June,” he said, “and we’d
like to do something like a silent
auction soon.”
The work of the organization
responds to the Gospel command
to love one’s neighbor as well as
Church teaching on migration,
which holds that the dignity and
human rights of undocumented
migrants must be respected.
“What the Church teaches
about immigration is critically
important,” Gamarano said.
“They’re caught in the middle
but they are also made in His
image just like you and me. We
have a responsibility to take care
of them.”
United with Migrants welcomes donations and volunteers. For more information,
call 303-948-1299.

Archbishop Chaput responds to weekend’s deadly shootings
Shootings on Dec. 9 left several
people dead and others injured
at Christian institutions in
Arvada and Colorado Springs.
The violence over the weekend against young missionaries
in Arvada and against worshippers at New Life Church in
Colorado Springs would be
heart-rending in any season, but

it is especially bitter during this
time
of
preparation
for
Christmas, the birthday of the
Prince of Peace.
Along with the whole Catholic
community in Colorado, I pray
that God will heal the suffering
inflicted by these terrible events,
and sustain the hope and faith
of the people at New Life
Church, Youth with a Mission

and Faith Bible Chapel. For
those struggling personally with
this sorrow, may God penetrate
and redeem even this tragedy
with the peace of Christmas and
Christ’s promise of eternal life.
+Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Denver

Let’s do Advent: Week 3
The following Advent Wreath
prayer is intended to help busy
households make Advent a
prayerful time during the rush of
Christmas preparations. The language is fairly simple to be used by
groups of adults or adults with
children. Sharing the task of proclaiming the readings will allow
for participation by a variety of
members of the household.
• Leader: With the beginning of
this Third Week of Advent we’re
more than half way home to
Christmas. We gather again to
pray so that our hearts are truly
prepared for the Birth of the Child
Jesus.
• Light three candles on the
Advent Wreath
• Read aloud: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10;
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
• Leader: In our readings this
Third Week of Advent Isaiah again
foretells the coming of the savior.
He leaves us with a vision of how
marvelous heaven will be for those
who live a holy life. The letter from
James is like something out of a
locker room speech in which a
coach urges a team to be patient,
to put up with the hardships that
will come their way and not to
complain. Matthew retells the
story of Jesus explaining the role of
John the Baptist to the curious
crowds. He tells the throng — and
us, today, too — that even as great
as John the Baptist is, if we live so
as to have a place in the kingdom
of heaven, we will be even greater.
• Closing prayer:
(Leader may read all, or others
in the household may each read a
segment)

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

3rd Sunday of Advent
Scripture readings for Dec. 16
Readings: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 /
Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 / James
5:7-10 / Matthew 11:2-11
Theme: Hope in the midst of
darkness. For centuries the Jews
waited for the coming of the
Messiah (Christ). From their
Scriptures they knew that his
coming would be attended by
amazing signs: The blind would
see; the deaf would hear; the
lame would walk and the barren
desert would spring to life. Most
people expected a warrior-king
like David who would vanquish
their enemies and establish a
kingdom of perfect justice.
Perhaps that’s what John expected, too. But Jesus allayed John’s
fears and dispelled his doubts. By
pointing to his miracles, he gave
John courage, strength and hope
for the days ahead.
Key verse: “Strengthen the
hands that are feeble, make firm
the knees that are weak, say to
those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not!”
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(1.) Dear God, you know that our
hearts long for the joy and gladness
that life with your promises. Help
us to remember that you are with
us always, and that our hearts will
rest only when they rest with you.
(2.) Holy Spirit, guide the choices we make throughout this week.
Help us endure hardship. Remind
us to be patient. Stifle our tendency to complain. Help us realize
how much we owe the creator for
all we have and all we are.
(3.) Father in heaven, we offer
thanks to you for sending John
the Baptist to prepare the way for
the coming of the Savior. Help us
to heed the Baptist’s message to
repent and to renew our commitment to live in holiness.
(4.) Come Lord Jesus. So often
we are impatient for your coming, yet we are fearful of living our
lives as one with you. Come and
ease our anxiety. Come and reward our patience. Come and remove our sorrow. Our communities and our world eagerly await
the day of your birth.
The “Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “As sacrament, the
Church is Christ’s instrument.
She is taken up by him also as the
instrument for the salvation of all,
‘the universal sacrament of salvation,’ by which Christ is at once
manifesting and actualizing the
mystery of God’s love for men”
(No. 776).
Pope Benedict XVI: “It is important to know that I can always
continue to hope, even if in my
own life, or the historical period
in which I am living, there seems
to be nothing left to hope for.
Only the great certitude of hope
that my own life and history in
general, despite all failures, are
held firm by the indestructible
power of Love, and that this gives
them their meaning and importance, only this kind of hope can
then give the courage to act and
to persevere” (“Spes Salvi,” 35).
Application: The question that
John asked from prison is our
question “Is Jesus really the One?”
His miracles, or signs, revealed
the face of God. To see Jesus, is to
see God. Another word for “sign”
is “sacrament.” Our Lord instituted the Catholic Church as the
“universal sacrament of salvation” to be a perpetual sign of
hope and “the indestructible
power of Love” to a world lost in
darkness, sin and despair.
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FAITH MATTERS
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Books for Christmas
A year ago, the formidable Dorothy Rabinowitz asked me for a
Christmastide Wall Street Journal column, to be dubbed the “Five
Best Books on Christianity.” I suggested Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John, and Acts; Dorothy demurred. So I simmered down and gave
her a list that included the late Dorothy Sayers’s translation of
Dante’s Divine Comedy. I still love my Sayers, but I now wish I had
listed Anthony Esolen’s Divine Comedy (Modern Library). The
translation makes Dante sing; and the notes, which are nothing
short of brilliant, are a splendid introduction to the Christian
worldview. In his introduction to the Inferno, Professor Esolen
writes that “there are three principles regarding created things that
I find fundamental to Dante’s view of the world and its beauty;
they are also the principles that underlie the beauty of Dante’s
poems and that, for our purposes in the Inferno, will help us see
the justice that inspired his zeal. They are these: Things have an
end. Things have meaning. Things are connected.” I don’t know a
more succinct riposte to the confusions that underlie the new
atheism. If you’re looking for a Christmas gift that offers a poetic
and theological vaccination against the rants of Richard Dawkins,
Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, and Christopher Hitchens, give all
three volumes of Esolen’s Divine Comedy. Then buy yourself a set.
Vienna’s Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn, OP, has long been a
significant intellectual player in a related set of arguments having
to do with creation and evolution. One of Catholicism’s most
learned and wise men, Schoenborn is no pre-modern; his rejection of evolution-as-ideology in Chance or Purpose? Creation,
Evolution, and a Rational Faith (Ignatius Press) has nothing to do
with biblical literalism and everything to do with the canons of
reason. If a mutually enriching conversation between science and
religion is to unfold in the 21st century, the rubbish strewn over
the field by the new atheists (and especially by Dawkins) will have
to be cleared away. Cardinal Schoenborn’s book does that deftly,
while staking out a position ahead of the usual battle-lines and
demonstrating how evolution construed as an ideology of purposelessness is demeaning to genuine humanism. A great gift for
that young person who’s beginning to ask the Big Questions.
Earlier this year I mentioned Volker Schloendorff’s gripping film
on the priests’ barracks at Dachau, The Ninth Day. Zaccheus Press,
a fledgling Catholic publisher in Bethesda, Maryland, now gives us
Father Jean Bernard’s Priestblock 25487, the memoir on which The
Ninth Day was based. In marked (but unstated) contrast to the critiques of the Catholic Church during the Nazi period, Priestblock
25487 tells the largely-unknown story of priestly resistance to the
brutality of German National Socialism under some of the most
difficult circumstances imaginable, and explores the moral and
spiritual challenge of remaining human and humane amidst
sadism and inhumanity. It’s a good book for those who think
everything has been said about the mysterium iniquitatis, the
mystery of evil, in its Nazi form.
One of the major surprises of the pontificate of John Paul II was
its enthusiastic reception by evangelical Protestants, especially in
North America. The Legacy of John Paul II: An Evangelical
Assessment, edited by Tim Perry and published by InterVarsity
Press, sheds the light of evangelical theological scholarship on John
Paul’s efforts to remind the world that human beings can indeed
grasp the truth of things, including the moral truths of things. Put
aside your dubieties about the John Paul II book industry and get a
taste of the ecumenism of the future, made possible by the man
Baptist theologian Timothy George calls “our common teacher.”
Finally, let me confess to a new airplane reading addiction: the
spy novels of Daniel Silva. Start at the beginning of his Gabriel
Allon series (The Kill Artist) and proceed on from there, skipping
The Confessor, but making sure not to miss the next one set in the
Vatican, The Messenger. Silva is a great read who provides a healthy
dose of moral realism about the passions of the Middle East and
how they affect all concerned.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

In an age of uncertainty, faith matters
BY THOMAS SMITH

In an age of uncertainty and instability, faith matters. And now,
more than ever, faith matters are
increasingly on the minds of
Catholics as our values are continually challenged. This play on
the words “faith matters” is a
helpful introduction to our new
monthly column for the Denver
Catholic Register.
As the director of the recently
merged Catholic Biblical School
and Catechetical School, I regularly hear from Catholics and nonCatholics throughout Colorado on
a variety of faith issues. I have
learned as a teacher that a single
question asked in a group setting
is often shared by dozens of others
in the crowd. This column represents a desire on our part to reach
as many people as possible with
answers to questions that are
shared by many Catholics. We
have set up a special e-mail address — faithmatters@archden.
org — for you to send your faithrelated questions to us. While we
can’t answer every question, we
will select the most often asked
and relevant queries each month.
Thanks to the presence of many
incredibly talented theologians
and philosophers in Denver, we
will regularly tap these gifted re-

FAITH MATTERS
E-mail questions to:
faithmatters@archden.org
Address: Thomas Smith, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210

sources for questions that may be
more specialized.
Before I begin answering questions though, I want to pose two to
you, the reader. 1) Why are you
Catholic? and 2) What is your relationship with Jesus Christ and His
Church? When I speak to Catholic
audiences, I frequently encourage
them to be able to answer those
two questions in a simple 100word response that is committed
to memory. It was the challenge of
St. Peter nearly 2,000 years ago
when he said, “Be ready always to
give an answer to anyone who
asks you, a reason for the hope
that is in you!” (1 Pt 3:15).
Our ability to clearly, confidently and cogently answer these
questions is at the heart of the new
evangelization John Paul II called
for during his pontificate. I am in
Christ and his Church today because Christians I encountered
along my journey shared their

faith with me in very understandable terms. When we make this
small effort to think deeply about
our faith and then express it clearly, God will provide many opportunities for us to naturally and
powerfully share it with friends,
family members and even
strangers on our doorstep.
This principle is a simple one
to follow whenever we are questioned about a particular aspect
of our faith like the Bible, Mary,
the pope or purgatory: Can you
clearly and concisely express
what we believe about these topics in around 100 words?
(Obviously, you can’t exhaust a
topic in so few words, and we
never want to reduce the faith to
mere soundbites, but this practice provides a helpful beginning
for a dialogue with another). I
hope we can help you to do that
more fruitfully in the future.
Speaking of hope, recently, Pope
Benedict released his latest encyclical “Spe Salvi” on the virtue of
hope. Like St. Peter, our current
vicar of Christ, encourages us to
share with everyone we encounter
the “hope that is in [us]” (1 Pt 3:15).
Thomas Smith is director of the
Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic
Biblical School and its Catechetical
School.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I’m doing Advent
I had just put out my Advent
Wreath with candles and an angel
when I received my Register on
“This year, let’s do Advent,” and the
daily readings. Thank you. It will
make my Advent more special in
Christian tradition.
Patty Roth
Englewood

In gratitude
I eagerly extend my deepest appreciation to you, Archbishop
Chaput, and the people of the
Archdiocese of Denver for your
generous
contribution
to
Catholic Relief Services. Your gift
will have a profound impact on
the lives of the innocent and provide secure havens of hope and
peace around the world.
Among other places I visited this
summer, I spent time in Ethiopia
this summer and saw firsthand the
importance of our work among the
sick, the vulnerable and the desperate. Please know that your donation will go a long way in helping
CRS continue our mission to respect the sanctity of life and recognize the dignity of all people where
we work. Pope Benedict XVI’s
Encyclical “Deus Caritas Est” has
inspired CRS to recommit ourselves to our humanitarian mission with renewed zeal.
This letter serves as a formal
acknowledgement of your recent
donation to Catholic Relief

Services for the following gift
from the diocese:
— $ 18,535.03 for Programs
Around the World.
Catholic Relief Services is able to
extend our reach and multiply the
effect of what we do in 100 countries. Thanks to gifts like yours, we
have been able to embrace those
in greatest need for nearly 65 years.
On behalf of all of us at CRS and
those who will be touched by
your gift, I thank you for leading
the faithful in the Archdiocese of
Denver to live their faith in solidarity with the poor and marginalized people overseas.
May God bless you for your
prayers and continued generous
support.
Ken Hackett
President, Catholic Relief
Services
Baltimore, Md.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

THE SAINTS:
ST. FINNIAN
OF CLONARD
According
to legend,
Finnian
was born
around
470 in
Leinster,
Ireland.
He spent
several
years in
Wales at
monasteries under St. Cadoc
and St. Gildas. He became a
monk in Wales, returned to
Ireland and founded several
monasteries, most notable of
which was Clonard in Meath,
which became a great center
of learning, especially of Bible
studies (Finnian was a great
biblical scholar).
Finnian died at Clonard of
yellow plague, which swept
Ireland around 549. Though
called a bishop in Ireland, it is
doubtful if he was ever
consecrated a bishop. He is
often called “the teacher of
Irish saints” and at one time
had as pupils at Clonard the
so-called 12 apostles of
Ireland, one of whom was St.
Columba. His feast is Dec. 12.
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A not so stealthy campaign against the Church
BY PAULA GLOVER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

It has been said that antiCatholicism is the last acceptable
prejudice. How true this is, and it
is subtle. Even when it is not so
subtle, we hesitate to complain.
In the case of the upcoming
movie “The Golden Compass,”
the anti-Catholicism that the
books are based on is there for all
to see. And we shouldn’t hesitate
to complain — boycott the movie
and don’t buy the books.
My son likes books of this genre
— having read J.R.R. Tolkein and
C.S. Lewis, not to mention the
Harry Potter series — and he
checked out of the library the
books by Philip Pullman on
which the movie is based. This
was a few years ago, when as part
of the bedtime family routine I’d
read to him, although he’d been
reading for many years.
As we read through the first
book of the trilogy, “The Golden
Compass,” I gradually became
uneasy with the imagery and
with the terms used. For example, the evil ones are “the magisterium” and priests are all evil.
Children are being snatched up
by the General Oblation Board —
so they would become “oblates”
to this evil magisterium.
It also includes a scenario
whereby the authorities are trying

to sever the souls of the children
from them, making them zombies.
That was actually pretty creepy.
We made it through the first
book and began the second, but
my increasing unease with the
language made me stop. I told
him we just could not continue
reading the books.
Years later, we received the
booklet from the Catholic League
for Religious and Civil Rights
called “The Golden Compass:
Agenda Unmasked” and he read
it and declared he would never
finish the series. This booklet is
available online from the
Catholic League at www.catholi-

cleague.org, or by calling 212371-3191. With 95 footnotes in a
24-page booklet, it is well-researched and right to the point
about Pullman’s agenda to inculcate atheism into children.
You simply cannot hide the
anti-Catholic nature of the books,
with terms like inquisition, magisterium, and mention of a
Vatican council. He tries to make
it look like it is an amalgam of
Catholicism and Protestantism,
with a Pope John Calvin, but that
is probably because he wants to
implicate all of Christianity.
I’ll include one quote from the
hero, Lord Asirel, speaking of his

plans: “This will mean then the
end of the church, Marisa, the
end of the magisterium, the end
of all those centuries of darkness!”
Could he be more clear?
While we were fussing over
Harry Potter — books in which
at least the hero triumphs
through loyalty, bravery and
kindness — the “His Dark
Materials” trilogy has been winning awards and outselling
Harry Potter in England, and migrating to the movies.
When we don’t understand
our faith, fully embracing the
teachings of the Church and living our faith to its fullest, we are

vulnerable to works like “The
Golden Compass,” “The Subtle
Knife”
and “The
Amber
Spyglass,” which make up the
“His Dark Materials” trilogy.
Nicole Kidman, a Catholic and
a star in the movie, has said she
doesn’t believe the movie is antiCatholic; but one can reasonably
ask if she knows her faith enough
to even spot anti-Catholicism?
One has to know the meaning of
the term magisterium before
being offended by its misuse.
So, let’s arm ourselves with
knowledge and use our economic power. And take this as a warning: It is easy to be deceived.
Paula Glover is editor of The
Monitor, newspaper of the
Diocese of Trenton, N.J.
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God remains source of comfort in shooting tragedy, Omaha priest says
OMAHA, Neb. (CNS) — In a
time of great sadness and pain,
God remains present as a source
of comfort, an Omaha priest said
in his homily at a Dec. 6 prayer
service for the victims of shootings
the day before at one of the city’s
shopping malls. “We turn to God,
not because God will reveal answers to all of our questions, but
because God is faithful to his
promise: to walk at our side in
times of sorrow, even as he does in
times of joy,” Father Harry Buse,
pastor at St. Leo Church in
Omaha, told a capacity crowd of
family, friends and co-workers of
the victims. St. Leo Church is located just blocks from Westroads
Mall where 19-year-old Robert
Hawkins entered the Von Maur

CNS PHOTO/LISA MAXSON, CATHOLIC VOICE

department store Dec. 5 around
1:30 p.m. with an AK-47 assault

MOURNERS comfort each other
after a Dec. 6
prayer service at
St. Leo the Great
Catholic Church in
Omaha, Neb. The
service brought
together family,
friends and coworkers of victims
killed in a shooting
Dec. 5 at the
city’s Westroads
Mall. Nine died, inc
luding the shooter.
Five others were
wounded.

rifle and randomly shot and killed
eight and wounded five others before turning the gun on himself.
On the night of the shootings, a
candlelight vigil at St. John’s
Church on the campus of Jesuit-

run Creighton University was the
first public gathering. A midday
prayer service was held at the
campus church Dec. 6. Also, a bell
rang for each victim, including the
shooter, as candles representing
them and the wounded were carried to the altar. The St. Leo service
followed that evening; it was the
home parish of one of the victims,
53-year-old Diane Trent. Victim
Janet Jorgensen, 66, was a Von
Maur employee and a member of
St. James Parish in Omaha. Thirtysix-year-old Angie Schuster, also
an employee, was a parishioner of
St. Robert Bellarmine Church in
Omaha. The other deceased include store customers John
McDonald, 65, of Council Bluffs,
Iowa, and Gary Scharf, 48, of
Lincoln, Neb., as well as three
store employees from Omaha —
Maggie Webb, 24; Gary Joy, 56; and
Beverly Flynn, 47.

BRIEFS
Knights of Columbus
leaders deliver check
for $1.6 million to pope
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
supreme knight of the Knights of
Columbus and the fraternal
order’s bishop-chaplain met privately with Pope Benedict XVI
Dec. 6 and delivered a check for
$1.6 million. Supreme Knight Carl
A. Anderson and Bishop William
E. Lori of Bridgeport, Conn., handed the pope the check, which represents a year’s interest from the
Vicarius Christi Fund, established
in 1981 when the Vatican found itself in the midst of a series of huge
budget deficits. While the Vatican’s
annual budget deficits have been
reduced or erased, the 1.7 million
Knights worldwide have continued to bring the pope a check each
year to support his charities and
special projects. The Vatican has
received more than $43 million
over the years from the Knights,
whose members are mostly in the
United States.

Pope OKs plenary
indulgence for Lourdes’
150th anniversary
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To
mark the 150th anniversary of
Mary’s appearance to St.
Bernadette
Soubirous
near
Lourdes, France, Pope Benedict
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XVI authorized a special indulgence to encourage renewed holiness. Catholics can receive a plenary indulgence for taking part in
any public or private devotion to
Our Lady of Lourdes, said U.S.
Cardinal J. Francis Stafford, head
of the Apostolic Penitentiary, a
Vatican court dealing with indulgences and matters of conscience. As Christians strive to become more holy, they can look to
Mary who “calls the faithful to her
son and his sacrifice and to the
love of the Father,” said the cardinal, quoting from “Lumen
Gentium,” the Second Vatican
Council’s Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church. The Vatican published the cardinal’s statement
announcing the indulgence and
outlining the requirements for receiving it Dec. 5. An indulgence is
a remission of the temporal punishment due for sins committed.
A plenary indulgence is the remission of all punishment. Cardinal
Stafford said the indulgence can
also be applied to the souls of the
faithful in purgatory.

Canadians still signing
petition for pope to
visit Quebec
OTTAWA (CNS) — When
Quebec Cardinal Marc Ouellet
met with Pope Benedict XVI in late
November to discuss the 2008
International
Eucharistic
Congress, he presented a petition
signed by thousands of people

asking the pope to visit Quebec
City in June. Among the signatories was Quebec Premier Jean
Charest, who also sent along a letter to the pope. The congress, to be
held June 15-22, coincides with
the 400th anniversary of the
founding of Quebec City. Quebec
City lawyer Marc Bellemare, a former justice minister, started the
petition in late October. By early
November it had 4,000 signatures.
As of Dec. 4, that number had
risen to 12,000, which includes
more than 6,000 electronic signatures — names from those who
logged onto the Web site
www.pape2008.com. “It’s going
well,” said Bellemare, who decided to keep the petition active since
the pope has not decided whether
he is attending the congress. In
early November, Jesuit Father
Federico Lombardi, director of the
Vatican press office, told Catholic
News Service, “I have not seen any
plans for a visit to Quebec.”

Pope among 12
religious leaders on
CBS documentary ‘In
God’s Name’
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
genesis for a documentary on why
people use religion and faith as
justification for some of history’s
most horrible acts came from one
recent horrible act: the World
Trade Center attacks of Sept. 11,
2001. Jules Naudet, who with
brother Gedeon produced the up-

coming CBS documentary “In
God’s Name,” collaborated with
his older brother on “9/11,” which
aired on CBS five years ago. Until
those terrorist attacks, the
Naudets intended to make a documentary on the lives of firefighters. What resulted was something
entirely different. The Naudets
were at the trade center Sept. 11
because they had begun work on
their film about firefighters. Pope
Benedict XVI is one of 12 spiritual
leaders, five of them Christian,
featured in the new documentary,
scheduled to air Dec. 23, 9-11 p.m.
EST. Non-Christians include the
Dalai Lama, the chief rabbi of
Israel, a Hindu spiritual leader and
a prominent Sunni Muslim leader.
The pope was the only one of the
12 who did not sit down with the
Naudets for a private interview.
Historically, the Vatican has not
given private interviews with the
pope, Jules Naudet noted, so they
researched archives and found
features on the pope that yielded
answers to their questions.

Questions about Romney’s Mormon
faith prompt candidate’s speech
WASHINGTON (CNS) — When sistent questions about his being a
Arizona Rep. Morris Udall sought Mormon that he gave a highly
the Democratic nomination for publicized speech about faith Dec.
president in 1976, the fact that he 6. The address at the George Bush
Presidential Library in
was a Mormon, albeit an
College Station, Texas,
inactive one, was barely
channeled a speech given
mentioned. When former
in 1960 to the Greater
Michigan Gov. George
Houston
Ministerial
Romney in 1968 went
Association by then-Sen.
after the Republican
John F. Kennedy, who was
nomination for presibattling
stereotypes
dent, his active memberabout Catholics. Romney
ship in the Church of
referenced that address
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, the formal name MITT ROMNEY directly. “Almost 50 years
of the Mormon church, didn’t ago another candidate from
cause a ripple in the press, or, ap- Massachusetts explained that he
parently, play a role in his cam- was an American running for
paign. But Romney’s son, Mitt, the president, not a Catholic running
former governor of Massachusetts for president,” he said. “Like him, I
who is seeking the 2008 am an American running for presRepublican presidential nomina- ident. I do not define my candidation, felt pressured enough by per- cy by my religion.”
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New Web site offers wealth of resources,
information to connect with local Church
BY ROXANNE KING

Please support the advertisers who help support the Catholic Register!

Its organizers call it “an online
sanctuary for the soul.”
It’s
eCatholicHub.net,
a
Catholic portal to connect the
faithful to resources and to their
brothers and sisters in Christ.
“It’s a virtual Catholic neighborhood for a diocese,” said Bob
Lemming, eCatholic Hub president. “It’s a tool to help Catholics
enrich their faith and connect to
their community.”
The new Web site, which is
headquartered in Denver, came
about in response to a concern
eCatholic Hub founder and executive vice president John V.
“Duke” Saeman had several years
ago. Seeking spiritual direction
and marriage counseling, he flew
to another state only to learn that
the very organization he found
was available in his own parish’s
backyard. He vowed to do something to make it easier for the
faithful to connect with Catholic
resources. His resolve was deepened when he read news reports
that show a growing number of
people don’t know their immediate neighbors.
“That’s a scary trend,” he said,
adding that he was disturbed
not only by the breakdown in
community, but a general apathy about it.
“What I see on the Web site
today is light years ahead of anything I anticipated,” he said, crediting the organization’s talented
staffers, several of them students
or recent grads of Denver’s graduate school the Augustine Institute,
with making the portal a reality.
“The majority of the heavy lifting is done by younger people
acting on our initial challenge to
build a better community for all of
us,” Saeman said. “It’s refreshing
to see their passion.”
The site’s many faith enrichment opportunities can be
found under the “pray” and
“study” options. Among the
prayer listings is the chance to
hear the Liturgy of the Hours
sung by Benedictine nuns. Don’t
know what the Liturgy of the
Hours is? There’s a link that explains that. Want to learn how to
pray the hours? There’s a link
that will guide you in that, too.
You can study the Bible online,
read Christian classics such as
“The
Confessions
of
St.
Augustine,” learn how to pray the
rosary or try lectio divina.
Click on “give,” “find,” “serve,”
“interact” or “improve” to find
community offerings. There you’ll
find a Craig’s-list-style page to
post goods you would like to give
away, another lists volunteer opportunities, yet another helps you
find a doctor, a counselor, or a
spiritual director. A wish list page
lets you know what your favorite
Catholic charity is in need of.

ECATHOLICHUB.NET aims to help Catholics build community.
You can also find out about
events happening in the Denver
Archdiocese such as retreats and
lectures.
“How many times have you
heard someone say, ‘Boy I wish I
would have known about that,’”
Saeman said, adding that the site
aims to address that.
“We aren’t posting our own
agenda,” explained Lemming,
“we’re just letting people know
what’s going on.”
Say you’re a fan of or interested
in the young adult series
“Theology on Tap,” but missed a
talk or have never had a chance to
attend one.
“You can watch the lecture
online,” Lemming said. “It’s very
interactive.”
And site administrators want to
make it even more so by urging
the faithful — both individuals
and organizations — to become
site members so as to post their
own events.
“Our technology allows us to let
an organization post their own information: they can post their activities, wish lists and service opportunities,” he said. “We’re encouraging all Catholic ministries
to send us a video — even 30 seconds long — about who they are.”
“The more people who use the
site, the richer it will be,”
Lemming said.
The site is monitored, emphasized Saeman, so people can trust
the information they are accessing, which should be especially
appealing to teachers, youth ministers and catechists. The site
strives to support first and foremost the local Church and connect the faithful within it.
For example: Christmas is
around the corner, perhaps
you’ve been meaning to do something to reach out to the needy
but simply haven’t. A front page
link on eCatholic Hub will take
you to Catholic Charities’ AdoptA-Family program. Most of the
service opportunities, noted
Saeman, are offered through
Catholic Charities as it is the social ministry arm of the Church.
Another link allows you to donate
to the renovation efforts of the

ECATHOLIC HUB
What: interactive Catholic
portal offering information and
resources
Visit: www.eCatholicHub.net
Who: for all Catholics
Call: Kristi Dennihan,
303-393-4196

“mother church” of the archdiocese, the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
There’s even an eCatholic Hub
yellow pages. And listings are free
for members.
eCatholic Hub aims to get information to people quickly and
easily, eliminating barriers and
excuses. The object, said Saeman,
is to move them to action.
“Do something,” stressed
Saeman. “If you don’t have
money, drive somewhere. You’ll
benefit from it.”
That is how relationships and
community are built. And that is
what Catholicism is all about, said
the site administrators.
“There are no solo flights to
sanctity,” asserts the eCatholic
Hub About Us page. “We go together, taking each other.”
eCatholic Hub shouldn’t deter
anyone from involvement in their
local parish, Saeman stressed, but
complement that activity.
“We want people to practice
their faith,” he said, “but not at the
expense of their own parish.”
Ultimately, said the administrators, the goal of eCatholic
Hub is not simply to help people
learn about their Catholic faith,
but to live it.
“We need to be community,”
said Lemming. “This helps us do
that.”
Administrators
hope
to
launch similar sites in other dioceses and are looking for partnerships. For now, Denver’s
eCatholic Hub is unique.
“But we haven’t thought of
everything,” said Saeman. “So if
someone has an idea for the site
they should contact us.”
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Project 600 plays to kids, kids and more kids
BY JOHN GLEASON

The 10th annual Project 600, a
daylong event that brings
Christmas cheer to hundreds of
young schoolchildren, was held
Dec. 6 — the feast of St. Nicholas.
Judging by the smiles counted by
the end of the day, the event was
an overwhelming success.
Sponsored by the youth ministry at St. Thomas More Parish
and by residents of nearby
Heritage Greens neighborhood,
this year’s party was held at
Church of the Risen Christ due
to ongoing construction at St.
Thomas More.
Close to 600 preschoolers from
Denver Public Schools arrived in
busloads to try their hand at
games and crafts, be entertained
by puppeteers and a magician,
eat pizza and of course visit with
Santa Claus. Presents for the
children come from the St.
Thomas More community and
residents of Heritage Greens.
David Tschumper, St. Thomas
More youth director, is one of
the chief organizers of the event.
He credited the event’s success
to the youth group members
and other volunteers.
“All of the kids work so hard,”
he said. “And this year, we had
to move all of the presents and
supplies here to Risen Christ.
They were so great to let us use
their facility.”

CHILDREN
get an
early taste
of
Christmas
as they
enter a
winter
wonderland at
Church of
the Risen
Christ for
this year’s
Project
600 celebration.
PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Kim Zuber, 16, is a member of
St. Thomas More’s youth group.
This was her first year participating in the event and her job was
to help the kids with their coloring projects. She said it felt good
to be a part of such a meaningful
project and was taken by the
charm of the 4-year-olds.
“Seeing the smiles makes it all
worth while,” she said. “I see this as
an example of my faith at work.”
Among the many attractions
awaiting the children were a
group of clowns who were busy
making balloon swords and
scabbards before the first bus
pulled into the parking lot.
“We get more requests for
swords than anything else,” said
one clown who gave his name as

BEFORE DISTRIBUTING GIFTS,
Santa (Tom McAndrews) pauses
to ask if the children have been
good this year.

FACE PAINTER Amber Koneval, 15, holds up a mirror for Edison
Elementary School student Maya Elias’ approval.
Jo-Jo. “We start making them
now because that’s what they all
want.”

The clowns are part of Clown
Ministry from the New Destiny
Christian Center in Thornton.

The group makes dozens of appearances each year at everything
from small parities to county fairs.
“We ask people if they can make
a donation,” Jo-Jo said. “If they’re
unable to, we go perform anyway.”
The first bus to arrive brought
in students from Whiteman
Elementary. Among that first
group of 28 children was 4-yearold Jimmy.
“I saw Santa,” he said, looking
up briefly from the drawing of a
Christmas tree he was coloring,
“and got a present. I don’t want to
go back to school.”
That was precisely the fear expressed by Frieda Elisha-Hunter, a
chaperone for a class from Edison
School. She said she was overwhelmed by everything she saw.
“It’s wonderful, there is just so
much for the children to do,” she
said. “I am so impressed by
everything that’s going on. I don’t
think our children are going to
want to leave.”
The children represented 11
schools from the Denver Public
Schools district. Different schools
are selected to participate each
year through the efforts of St.
Thomas More parishioner Alvina
Lujan-Crouse, a retired public
school teacher. In 1987 LujanCrouse was one of the founders of
the event. That first year, 100 students took part. The event has
been growing steadily ever since.
“We’re in contact with many
schools each year,” she said. “And
we always seem to be attracting
more kids. It’s very worthwhile.”
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Catholic Charities urges faithful to adopt a family for the holidays
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

In this season filled with generosity and hope it is due to the
kindness of Catholic Charities’
donors that 200 impoverished
families are able to have a
Christmas.
So said organizers of Catholic
Charities’ Adopt-A-Family Program, which has been offered for
more than a decade, matching
compassionate donors with lowincome and struggling families
who are currently receiving other
needed services from the organization.
The staff person who is working
with the client family nominates
them and helps to facilitate communications and gift distribution.
Those who would like to help a
family in need are asked to call
Catholic Charities at 303-7420823, Ext. 3510, and leave a

voicemail message with your
name, phone number and address and indicating what size
family you would like to adopt
(small: three to four persons,
medium: five to seven persons or
large: eight or more persons). A
Catholic Charities representative
will contact you as quickly as
possible with a family that
matches your request.
Those adopting families are sent
a description about their adopted
family that includes genders, sizes
for clothing and shoes and a wish
list of gifts or items needed. AdoptA-Family donors also are encouraged to include a basket of food.
The Catholic Charities staff person
who works with and knows the
family will be the liaison between
the donor and the adopted family.
Donors are encouraged to contact
this person directly once they’ve
been assigned to a family.

Children’s books suitable
for Christmas giving

Due to the recent toy recalls,
Catholic Charities will screen toys
and children’s jewelry for manufacturer’s recalls prior to distribution. Adopt-A-Family donors are
asked to consult the list of recalled
items, amassed by the U.S.
Consumer
Product
Safety
Commission, at: www.cpsc.gov/
cpscpub/prerel/category/toy.html.
Catholic Charities staff will
consult this list as well.
Donors are asked to provide
unwrapped gifts in large bags
that are clearly marked with the
recipient’s name and to provide
wrapping paper along with the
gifts. Gifts may be delivered to
Catholic Charities’ main office,
4045 Pecos St. in Denver, during
any of the following times: Dec.
17, 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.; Dec. 13,
11a.m. – 2 p.m.; Dec. 18, 11a.m. –
6 p.m.; Dec. 14, 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.;
CNS
Dec. 19, 1 p.m. – 6 p.m.
THESE ARE THE COVERS of “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” by
Betty Ann Schwartz, illustrated by Judith Moffatt, and “St. Francis
and the Wolf,” by Jane Langton, illustrated by Ilse Plume.
BY BARB FRAZE

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
following children’s books are
suitable for Christmas giving:
“The Aurora County All-Stars”
by Deborah Wiles. Harcourt
(Orlando, Fla., 2007). 242 pp., $16.
This book has it all: baseball,
friendship, boys vs. girls issues,
humor. In short chapters with occasional updates from The Aurora
County News, Wiles weaves the
tale of 12-year-old House Jackson,
who tries to work out reasons for
the death of a family friend and
what that means for him, his
friends and the children of Mabel,
Miss. The characters are well developed, the story line is a hoot
and the final product is guaranteed to be a home run with readers (ages 8-13).
“The Twelve Days of Christmas”
by Betty Ann Schwartz, illustrated
by Judith Moffatt. HarperFestival

(New York, 2007). 28 pp., $12.99.
Preschoolers and young readers
will be delighted with this colorful,
sturdy book that illustrates the
Christmas carol of the same name.
The illustrations are multicultural
and include collage-type paperdoll ladies dancing, cornhusk-doll
maids-a milking, etc. In the middle of each double-page illustration is a large Christmas tree, with
a ribbon imprinted with pears,
golden rings, geese, etc. — for each
of the 12 days. However, the ribbons make the book unsuitable
for smaller children (ages 3-5).
“Annie’s War” by Jacqueline
Levering Sullivan. Eerdmans
Books for Young Readers (Grand
Rapids, Mich., 2007). 191 pp., $15.
World War II is over, but young
Annie Leigh is still fighting her
own internal war, hoping her father can be found alive and won-

See Books, Page 22
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Conference offers opportunity to explore different vocations
SPECIAL TO THE DENVER
CATHOLIC REGISTER

The 2007 Here I am Lord conference held Dec. 1 at Sacred
Heart of Mary Church in
Boulder gave the 82 participants
the chance to share and explore
the variety of vocations found in
the Catholic Church: marriage,
consecrated life and holy orders.
The annual conference is open
to youths and young adults 17
and older.
“The idea is to help everyone
realize that they have a vocation
and the Catholic Church desperately wants them to invest in
taking the time to find it,” explained youth minister George
Ketchel, an organizer of the
event.
“The Church knows that
healthy vocations in marriage,
consecrated life and holy orders
is the hope for a healthy society,” he said.
The morning opened with
praise music followed by a presentation from the day’s emcee,
FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic
University Students) missionary
Jeremy Rivera. Rivera shared his
own experience of trying to discern God’s call, saying he has
been led on a most incredible adventure so far. His honesty and
enthusiasm brought smiles and
laughter from all those present.

Attendee Steven Baumgarten, a
high school freshman, said he appreciated the chance to break into
small groups with the various representatives of each vocation.
“It gave me an opportunity to
interact a little more personally
and invest more,” he said.
Eight different religious communities had displays highlighting the unique charisms and
joys of each. The exhibits, organizers said, were designed to
build awareness about the many
religious communities present
in the world today.
After lunch a panel discussion
featured Renato Sander, a consecrated
layman
of
the
Sodalitium Christianae Vitae;
Sister
Mary
Sabina,
a
Dominican Sister of St. Cecilia,
Nashville; Father Jim Crisman,
director of priestly vocations for
the Denver Archdiocese; and
Brad and Joia Farmer, spouses
and international Catholic
evangelizers and performers.
Each of the panelists explained
how they meet the challenges of
fidelity, chastity and perseverance
in
their
vocations.
Attendees listened intently as
they were treated to insightful reflections on intimacy, joy and fulfillment for each of the vocations.
Father Crisman concluded the
day with advice on discerning the
“supernatural” calling to reli-

gious life, and then led attendees
in ending the conference and the
liturgical year in Adoration. As he
prepared to give the eucharistic
blessing at Benediction, Father
Crisman challenged the group to
be open to all that God has to
offer them in this new year.
For more information about
Here I Am Lord conferences
around the country, visit
www.hereiamlord.net.
CAPUCHIN FATHER John
Lager takes part in a small
group discussion with youths
and young adults at the Here I
Am conference held Dec. 1 at
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish in
Boulder.
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Bus driver questions satellite radio service for children
BY JOHN GLEASON

Daniel Kenny is concerned
and wants people to know what
he’s concerned about. Kenny is
a member of St. Frances Cabrini
Parish in Littleton. He is also is a
bus driver for the Littleton
School District. It’s what’s happing on the bus that he wants
people to be aware of.

“Two months ago, the drivers
were told that the busses were
being installed with a satellite
radio service called Bus Radio,”
Kenny said. “The kids are being
forced to listen to music that
may not be age-appropriate.”
Bus Radio offers kids a music
alternative to what they hear on
regular commercial radio. A description on the company’s Web

site says the music programs are
tailored to elementary, junior
high and high school audiences.
In addition to the music, students
are encouraged to log onto the
Bus Radio Web site where they
can enter contests, rate songs,
make requests and participate in
polls. School districts that sign
up with the service can share in
ad revenues generated by it. That

is one issue that bothers Kenny.
“Up until this story broke on
KOA radio, we were told we
couldn’t turn the volume down,”
Kenny said. “Otherwise, the district couldn’t receive any revenue.
They were also able to monitor
how long the segments played.”
Some songs contain explicit
lyrics or suggestive themes, according to Kenny. Others deal in
profanity, promiscuity, even suicide. School districts can sign up
for Bus Radio without notifying
parents. In a manner that can be
described as Orwellian, the children have become a captive audience, forced to listen to music
they may not want to hear or that
their parents wouldn’t approve of.
The Archdiocese of Denver does
not operate an overall bus system
for Catholic schools and none of
the busses operated by individual

Catholic schools subscribes to Bus
Radio. Still, Superintendent for
Catholic
Schools
Richard
Thompson said this should be of
concern to all educators.
“I know we have many Catholic
children who ride busses to public schools,” Thompson said.
“This is an issue that warrants
parental
involvement
and
parental scrutiny. It’s an example
of how parents need to be the primary educator of their children.”
Meantime, Kenny has tried repeatedly to obtain advance
copies of playlists to see what Bus
Radio will be airing and has met
with little success. Bus Radio has
stopped responding to his emails, he said. But he’s not giving
up. Not when he feels that this
service is detrimental to the kids.
“We’re talking about God’s
children here,” he said. “Why
should we support a company
that degrades people nationwide? This needs to be answered by the school districts.”

Web site empowers parents
to locate best schools
BY EL PUEBLO CATÓLICO

SchoolChoiceforKids.org is a
new Web site that assists parents
in locating educational options
for their children. It was introduced to local community groups
at a Nov. 26 event hosted by the
Denver Archdiocese’s Centro San
Juan Diego, an institute that helps
Hispanics deepen their Catholic
faith and develop leadership
skills for their work in society and
in the Church.
Luis Soto, Centro’s executive director, welcomed the attendees
and praised the new initiative
that may help thousands of
Colorado families.
After a presentation of the Web
site by school choice activist Raaki
Garcia-Ulam, featured speaker
Eduardo Arnal, consul general of
Denver’s Mexican Consulate, lauded the Web site. Arnal told the audience he would have appreciated
the service provided by the site to
select a school for his daughter
when he moved to Colorado.
During the presentation, GarciaUlam explained that the Web site
provides information to parents
about how to select a public school
that best meets their children’s
needs. The searchable map feature
includes 47 categories from which
parents can choose to find all the
public schools near them that offer
certain programs, schedules, services, or other characteristics.
Examples include Montessori curriculum, dual-language or specialneeds programs, and evening
classes.
Simple to use, the site presents
parents with the resources they
need to make informed choices
about schools and to navigate
through the often-difficult open
enrollment process. Colorado
parents can enroll their children
in any of the state’s public schools,

provided space is available, the
school can meet the needs of the
child, and that parents can provide their own transportation.
A printable checklist guides
parents through the steps needed
to take advantage of the opportunity to transfer to another public
school. The site explains how students in certain schools are eligible for free tutoring or free transportation to another public
school, according to federal law.
In addition, the School Choice
for Kids Web site provides information on home schooling, online education, and scholarships
for private or parochial schools.
There are links to directories of
non-public schools.
“Believed to be the first of its
kind in the United States, the Web
site is designed to assist parents
in becoming well-informed education consumers,” said Pamela
Benigno,
director
of
the
Independence
Institute’s
Education Policy Center. The
Independence Institute, a nonprofit group that has advocated
for greater school choice since
1985, created the site.
Access to the Web site is available at no cost from a computer
either at home or at a local public library. The Independence
Institute is distributing bookmarks to advertise the Web site.
Any organization that would like
bookmarks to give to the families they serve can make a request at SchoolChoice@i2i.org.
The School Choice for Kids Web
site has been supported in part
by contributions from The
Daniels Fund.
The Web site is available in
English and Spanish, visit at
www.SchoolChoiceforKids.org
(English
version)
or
www.OpcionEscolarParaNinos.
org (Spanish version).
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Sculptor from Vietnam shares artistic talents with senior home community
BY KAYCEE FARRELL

In the small community of the
Franciscan Claire Gardens family housing in Denver, Duan
Trang and his wife, Loan Mai,
are living life after Hurricane
Katrina. Far from their life in
Vietnam, Duan Trang and his
wife speak very little English, so
they are accompanied by family
member and translator for the
couple, Trong Ngo. They have
come to talk with the Denver
Catholic Register about their
journey to Claire Gardens and
their life in Vietnam.
The couple said in April 2005
they came from Vietnam to a
Vietnamese community in
Biloxi, Miss., to be with their
daughter who was going to
marry. Once Hurricane Katrina
had done her damage, Duan
Trang and his wife were left just
five months in a new country
with nowhere to live.
Trong Ngo, married to Duan
Trang’s sister, then asked the
Franciscan sisters of Francis
Heights Senior Center if there
was any room in family housing
for Duan Trang and his wife. So,
in September 2005, just after the
hurricane’s destruction, Duan
Trang and his wife came to
Claire Gardens in Denver where
they are today.
Duan Trang truly appreciated
all Wheaton Franciscan Sister

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SCULPTOR Duan Trang and his
statue of St. Francis of Assisi.
RIGHT: A bust of Franciscan
Father Declan Madden.
Teresa Langfield and the late
Franciscan
Father
Declan
Madden did for him and his wife
in 2005. Father Madden was the
live-in chaplain for Frances
Heights Senior Center, the
Dayspring Villa, and the Claire
Gardens residents until he
passed away in July of 2006.

Because of all Father Madden
had done for the Trang family,
Duan Trang created a bust of friar
before Father Madden’s
sudden passing. Duan
Trang said he made
the bust to show his
gratitude.
May 12, 1943,
Duan Trang was born
in Vietnam.
In
Vietnam, Duan Trang
was a prominent
sculptor who did both
private art pieces for
the art market in
Vietnam, and work
for Catholic bishop
of Vietnam Nghi,
Huynh-van-Nghi.
When the Register sat down
with Duan Trang, he proudly
shared his state papers that certified him as a professional artist
in his country in the province of
Binh Thuan.
A Catholic in Vietnam, Duan
Trang said sculpting was his living and his passion. He often
used his talents for the
Vietnamese Catholic bishop.
Duan Trang was asked by
Bishop Huynh-van-Nghi to
make Stations of the Cross for
the Binh Thuan parish before he
left Vietnam.
Duan Trang said his art is a
work of love, and he enjoys
using his talents for God.
In Vietnam, Duan Trang made

art for the state and the Church,
but when he was asked to make
a statue of Buddha, he refused.
Duan Tran said although he
was paid well for his artwork
in Vietnam, the work he did
for the bishop was strictly
“a work of love.”
In Vietnam, Duan Trang
was a member of the
Fine Arts Association.
Before he left his
country,
Duan
Trang, who is now
64, had a senior’s pension in Vietnam.
To this interview,
Duan Trang carried
with him a hardbound book containing photos and descriptions of
hundreds of pieces of art from
prominent artists from his
country including Duan Trang,
himself. This was to help show
what his life in Vietnam had
been.
Since residing in Denver at
Claire Gardens, Duan Trang has
sculpted many works for the
community there. He has made
and gifted the small Church
community there with an angel,
a small parish statue of St.
Frances of Assisi, and the bust of
Father Madden.
Most recently, Duan Trang’s
contribution was even more
generous.
Asked by Sister
Langfield before her retirement

in October, Duan Trang happily
sculpted with love a beautiful
life-sized statue of St. Frances of
Assisi.
To create the large statue of St.
Frances was a three-step
process.
Duan Trang first
sculpted in clay to create a
model of what he wanted the
final statue to look like. From
the model he created a mold.
From the mold he carefully cast
the cement statue in its final
form.
Painted and set in a permanent home outside of the
Frances Heights Senior Center,
Duan Trang’s St. Frances of
Assisi statue now watches over
the residents of the community
from the recently dedicated St.
Frances Garden. A loving addition to the garden area made to
honor the past and present residents of the Franciscan community and the rich 100-year-plus
history of the site.
Duan Trang said that when he
sculpts works like these, he
prays to have the grace to make
his statues.
“We are very grateful for
everything
Father
Declan
Madden and Sister Teresa
Langfield did for us when we arrived in Denver,” Duan Trang
said through Trong Ngo.
To which translator Trong
Ngo, asserted, “(Duan Trang)
just will give and give and give.”
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Church musician still playing after all these years
BY JOHN GLEASON

Patricia Guadnola claims to be
happiest when playing the organ
at St. Stephen Protomartyr
Church in Glenwood Springs.
Considering she’s been playing
for 72 years, that makes for a lot
of happiness, something that’s
evident when you talk with her.
“I was given a wonderful gift,”
Guadnola said. “I’ve never taken

a penny for the weddings and funerals I’ve played for. I consider it
a gift from God and I’m honored
to give it back.”
Patricia, or Patsy as she is
known, has put in a lot of time at
the keyboard. Her best estimate is
that over the years she has played
for more than 900 funerals and
500 weddings. That in addition to
providing music for weekend
Masses at St. Stephen. And at least

for now, she has no plans to retire.
Born on St. Patrick’s Day in
1923, Patsy was the youngest of 10
children. An avid music lover, she
played the piano from an early
age and one day when she 12 her
pastor, Father Clarence Kessler,
stopped by the Guadnola house
and announced to the young girl
that she’d be playing the organ for
Sunday Mass from then on.
“I was so excited, I couldn’t wait
to start,” she said. “It was a tiny
pump organ in the choir loft and
I spent days there practicing.”
Soon, Patsy was not only playing on Sunday’s, but for daily
Mass and every wedding and funeral held at the church.
After graduating from Garfield
County High School, she continued to study music at Colorado
State College of Education (known
today as the University of
Northern Colorado) and later at
The Julliard School in New York
City before returning to Glenwood
Springs to teach music — first 40
years in the Garfield County
Public School system then 11
more years at St. Stephen School.
As a music teacher, what Patsy
found most gratifying was watching her students grow, many of
whom she taught from kindergarten right on through high
school. One of the many children
she tutored is current pastor
Father Clifford McMillan, who
calls her a “great gift.”

“One thing about Patsy is she
sticks with a lot of traditional
classical music,” he said. “It preserves the treasury of music the
Church has. I think her ideology
of music is very much in step
with that of Pope Benedict as to
what sort of music should be
played at Mass.”
In addition to musician and
teacher, the word that best describes Patsy is caregiver. She returned to her hometown to take
care of her mother and later an invalid sister all the while teaching,
giving music lessons and playing
the organ in the church. She believes her life has purpose and she
sees God’s providence in it.
While in kindergarten, Patsy
was told by the superintendent
that she was to be moved to the
first grade. Years later, shortly before graduating from college, she
was going to take a teaching job
in California. The day before she
left, she got a call from the school
superintendent in Glenwood
Springs who told her they had an
immediate opening in their
music department and would
she like the job.
“If I hadn’t been moved from
kindergarten to first grade years
earlier, then when that call came
I would’ve still had a year to go
in my education,” she said. “I
look back and see that God put
me exactly where I was supposed to be.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

CHURCH MUSICIAN Patricia
Guadnola at the organ.
Today her parents and siblings are gone. She still lives in
the house she was born in and
although she doesn’t play for
weddings, Patsy’s schedule is as
full as ever.
“We just had a celebration for
Deacon Victor Kimminau and his
wife Betty for their 50th wedding
anniversary,” Patsy said. “I remember playing for their wedding. It
doesn’t seem that long ago.”
And so next Sunday, Patsy will
be at the keyboard, playing for
whatever Mass she’s scheduled
for. And when it’s over, she’ll
close the lid and utter the prayer
she says at the end of every Mass.
“Thank you God for letting me
do this for you one more time.”

SENIOR REVIEW l 17

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l DECEMBER 12, 2007

All-generation Christmas celebrations
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

How do you include, in family
Christmas celebrations, a relative who has entered a retirement home or nursing home?
The following suggestions can
help make the holidays more
enjoyable for the whole family.
Set realistic expectations and
be prepared to modify traditions.
Include your relative in preparations to the best of his ability.
Contributing in even small ways
— such as signing Christmas
cards or helping to select gifts
from a catalog — will make him
feel valued and create a feeling
of partnership.
Reminisce
about
past
Christmases to help your relative get into the spirit of the season. Share special memories,
bring in photo albums or favorite music, read aloud a favorite holiday story or Bible passage, or watch home movies or a
classic holiday film.
Plan ahead and space out activities as much as possible,
scheduling quiet days in between eventful ones.
At nursing and retirement
homes
Give staff at least a day’s notice when you’d like to ensure
your relative is up and ready for
a special visit or other event.
Visit when you are not rushed
for time.
Bring children or grandchildren
with you. (Ensure adult supervision at all times for youngsters.)
Decorate your relative’s room
using window clings, children’s
artwork, garland, a small nativity scene or a miniature
Christmas tree.
Bring in greeting cards received to share with your relative, and leave some with him.
Bring homemade treats and
take-out coffee or a thermal
carafe of tea, and enjoy a holiday
snack together. Consider supplying enough sweets for your
relative to share with roommates or staff if he wishes. Do
check with nursing staff regarding dietary restrictions before
you bring in anything.
Review the activities calendar
to learn about scheduled holiday events — such as bazaars
and visiting choirs — and attend
some of them with your relative.
If Christmas Mass is offered
onsite, accompany your relative.
Otherwise, if feasible, bring him
to Mass at your church.
Offer to accompany family
members planning a first-time
visit, to ease their anxiety.
Join your relative for Christmas
dinner. Most facilities offer a midday meal with all the traditional
holiday trimmings, and sell tickets to relatives and friends who
would like to join residents.
Another option is to hold a celebration in the family dining room
or other private space that’s available for booking; inquire about
catering service.
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On outings
Before deciding to bring your
relative home for a visit, determine his environmental needs
— addressing accessibility and
safety issues — as well as his
care needs for the time period
you have in mind. Run ideas by
staff to see if they have concerns
or suggestions. Even overnight
visits may be feasible with assistance from family, friends or a
privately contracted personal
support worker.
If feasible, take your relative
home for an afternoon so he can
participate in (or simply observe, depending on his abilities) holiday preparations such
as baking, decorating or gift
wrapping.
If your home isn’t accessible,
take your relative out to the mall
for gift shopping and lunch.
Book accessible transportation
if necessary. If he can get in and
out of a car, take him out one
evening for a holiday light tour.
Ensure any destination is accessible, including its washroom
facilities. If family members’
homes aren’t accessible, choose
a restaurant or banquet hall that
meets everyone’s needs.
Book accessible transportation well in advance, since use
peaks during the holidays.
Consider celebrating with your
relative on a day other than Dec.
25 to increase the likelihood that
the service will be able to accommodate him.
Give staff plenty of notice of
the date and pickup and estimated return times for your relative.
This allows them sufficient time
to make adjustments with food
services and preparations with
the pharmacy, as well as obtain a
temporary leave of absence
(TLA) order from the doctor.
Prepare relatives and friends
who haven’t seen your relative in
a while for any changes in his appearance, abilities or behavior.
Ensure your relative has appropriate clothing on hand, as
well as warm outerwear. Let staff
know what you would like him
to wear for an event if he’s un-

able to communicate this.
Take along any necessary
medical equipment, supplies
and medications.
Videotape or photograph
events your relative is unable to
attend.
Lisa M. Petsche is a clinical social worker and a freelance writer
specializing in inter-generational
issues and family life.

Sister Kieran Harney, R.S.M., dies at 81
DES MOINES, Iowa — Sister
Kieran Harney, R.S.M., died at
Bishop Drumm Care Center in
Des Moines, Iowa, on Oct. 1. She
was 81.
She was born in Brinsmade,
N.D., on Feb. 6, 1926. She professed her vows as a Sister of
Mercy on Aug. 16, 1946, at
Mount Loreto in Council Bluffs,
Iowa.
She received a bachelor of
nursing degree from the
Catholic University of America
in Washington D.C.
Sister
Harney was a nurse at Mercy
Hospital is Des Moines, Iowa,
prior to receiving her master’s
degree in hospital administration from St. Louis University in
St. Louis, Mo. For the next 30

years, she was an administrator
with Sisters of Mercy Hospital in
Red Bluff, Calif.; Williston, N.D.;
and for many years at Mercy
Medical Center in Denver. She
left Denver to become an administrator for St. Joseph
Hospital in Georgetown Guyana,
South America.
Sister Harney was devoted to
the Sisters of Mercy community
and served on its leadership
team and as retirement coordinator in Omaha, Neb., and
Devils Lake, N.D.
Services included a rosary, a
wake and a Mass in October at
Our Lady of Peace Chapel,
Bishop Drumm. Burial was at
Glendale Cemetery.
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OBITUARIES
Loretto Sister served
in education, marriage

Loretto Sister Jean Gillespie died
on Nov. 11, 2007, at the Loretto
Motherhouse in Nerinx, Ky.
Jean Gillespie was born in St.
Louis, Mo., on Nov. 15, 1917. In
1939 she received an A. B. degree
from Webster College, Webster
Groves, Mo., and a master’s degree
in education from Marquette
University.
In 1947, she entered the Sisters
of Loretto in Nerinx and in 1948 received the habit and her religious
name, Sister M. Christopher.
She began her teaching career in
Lafayette, Mo., and then moved to
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Denver in 1950 where she taught
English and history at Holy Family
High School. Subsequent assignments were in schools in Alabama,
Kentucky and California and at
Loretto Heights College in Denver.
In 1975-1977 she became the
business manager of Metro
Denver Family Life Center; assistant for Family Life Services,
Archdiocese of Denver; and archdiocesan director of marriage
preparation. After a year sabbatical, she moved to Loretto in El
Paso, Texas, where she served as a
bookkeeper.
In 1989 she returned to Denver
to work for the Sisters of Loretto
Development office and in 1997
became co-director of Rhodes
Tutoring Center. She moved to the

Loretto Motherhouse in 2001.
A memorial Mass was said on
Nov. 28 in the Denver Loretto
Center Chapel in Littleton, Colo.

Franciscan Sister
Marie Therese
Archambault dies

Sister
Marie
Therese
Archambault, OSF, a member of
the
Standing
Rock Sioux tribe
of Fort Yates,
N.D., and a
member of the
M i d w e s t
province of the
Sisters of St.
SISTER
Francis
of
ARCHAMBAULT Penance and
Christian Charity centered in
Denver, died on Dec. 4 at the
University of Colorado Hospital in
Denver following a lengthy illness. Her life as teacher, scholar,
spiritual director, author, editor
and Franciscan formation minister flowered from her roots in her
American Indian family and culture and in her profound Christian
faith and Franciscan call. A wake
was held Friday evening at
Marycrest Convent, 2851 W. 52nd
Ave. A funeral Mass was held
Saturday morning. Interment was
at Mount Olivet Cemetery.

Grandma’s gone, but
Christmas memories live on
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

Christmas at Grandma’s —
widowed as long as my kids have
known her — has always been a
special time. Numerous traditions are an integral part of the
experience.
Preparations get underway
early in December, beginning
with decorating. All of the
grandchildren usually pitch in.
Their favourite decorative items
include silver garland for draping around the living room mirror, a wooden reindeer for the
fireplace hearth, a huge, inflatable candy cane and a Santa face
that hangs on the wall.
Everything has its appointed
spot, which never varies.
On top of the buffet goes the
winning seasonal entry our eldest daughter submitted to a children’s greeting card contest.
Christmas portraits of the
grandkids are arranged around
it, some dating back quite a few
years. It’s always fun to look
them over.
Then there are the strings of
traditional,
multi-coloured
lights; they frame the picture
window that faces the street.
My kids especially enjoy assembling
and
decorating
Grandma’s “fake” tree, partly because we don’t get ours from the
tree farm until later in the
month. The assortment of ornaments never changes; virtually
all date back to my husband’s
childhood.
Baking sessions take place in
mid-December. Shortbreads,
the most labour intensive treats,
are made in a couple of different
shapes, using special tools; festive candy beads are sprinkled
on top. No-bake haystacks — a
mix of chow mein noodles and
peanuts coated in chocolate —
are another seasonal favourite.
As Grandma’s vision has declined, the kids have taken over
more of the work. Several batches of each recipe are made, to
enable sharing.
The big Christmas feast is held
at Grandma’s house without fail.
Although her kitchen is small,
she has the largest dining room
set and the nicest dishes, and
enjoys hosting. With both leaves
in the table, she can accommodate a good-sized group. All of
us come bearing menu items.
The sight of gifts cascading
out from under the tree never
fails to take the kids’ breath
away
when
they
enter
Grandma’s living room on
Christmas Day. They crawl
around to check the names on
each decoratively wrapped item
and play guessing games.
After dinner the eagerly awaited gift exchange takes place. It
takes some time for everything

to be opened, admired and
passed around. By then we’re
ready for dessert, enjoying the
treats made in Grandma’s
kitchen, along with an assortment of nuts and candies.
Afterwards the adults chat and
clean up while the kids play with
their gifts and each other.
Everyone is contentedly exhausted by the time the evening
wraps up.
Unfortunately, last Christmas
turned out to be the last one like
this. Grandma died unexpectedly a short time later.
We’ve made it through almost
a whole year now without her,
including various special occasions: Valentine’s Day, Easter,
Mother’s Day, Thanksgiving and
numerous birthdays and anniversaries. Christmas is the
final frontier — and the one
we’ve been most anxious about.
It’s been hard figuring out how
to approach it. Our celebrations
will involve a mix of old and
new.
One of the new things is a special angel ornament on our tree,
in memory of Grandma. It joins
the angel memorializing the
baby we lost a number of years
ago.
We “inherited” Grandma’s artificial tree, and made a place for
it in our family room. The kids
insisted we still get a real one,
though; it’s in the usual corner of
the living room.
The location of our extended
family gathering will be different, and will probably rotate
from year to year. Dinner will be
buffet-style, since none of us
had space in our home to accommodate Grandma’s dining
room table. The usual Christmas
desserts, made just the way
Grandma taught us, will be
served on her special dishes.
Afterwards we’ll look through
photos from past Christmases,
many taken last year thanks to
my sister-in-law, who was eager
to try out her new digital camera. We’ll reminisce about the
good times and, I trust, experience gratitude for them even in
the midst of our grief.
There’s comfort to be found in
carrying on traditions and recalling happy memories.
We’ll also draw comfort from
this poem a friend gave me, “My
First Christmas in Heaven” (author unknown): “So have a
Merry Christmas, And wipe
away that tear, Remember I am
spending Christmas with Jesus
Christ this year.”
What more could you wish for
someone you love?
Lisa M. Petsche is a mother of
three and a freelance writer specializing in family life and intergenerational issues.
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MAKING SENSE OUT OF BIOETHICS

The Holy Grail of reprogramming: a new era for stem cells?
BY FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.

The recent discovery that regular old garden-variety skin cells
can be converted into highly flexible (pluripotent) stem cells has
rocked the scientific world. Two
papers, one by a Japanese group,
and another by an American
group, have announced a genetic
technique that produces stem
cells without destroying (or using)
any human embryos. In other
words, the kind of stem cell usually obtained by destroying embryos
appears to be available another
way. All that is required is to transfer four genes into the skin cells,
triggering them to convert into
pluripotent stem cells. It has been
called “biological alchemy,” something like turning lead into gold.
Many are hailing “cellular reprogramming” as a breakthrough of
epic proportions, the stuff that
Nobel prizes are made of, a kind of
Holy Grail in biomedical research.
As important as this advance
may prove to be scientifically, it
may be even more important to
the ethical discussion. It offers a
possible solution to a longstanding ethical impasse and a unique
opportunity to declare a pause,
maybe even a truce in the stem
cell wars, given that the source of
these cells is ethically pristine
and uncomplicated.
As one stem cell researcher put
it recently, if the new method
produces equally potent cells, as
it has been touted to do, “the
whole field is going to completely
change. People working on ethics
will have to find something new
to worry about.” Thus, science itself may have devised a clever
way to heal the wound it opened
back in 1998 when human embryos began to be sought out and
destroyed for their stem cells.
Dr. James Thomson (whose
1998 work ignited the controversy,
and who also published one of the
new breakthrough papers) acknowledged just such a possibility
in comments to reporters: “Ten
years of turmoil and now this nice
ending.” Whether this nice ending
will actually play out remains to be
seen, but a discovery of this magnitude, coupled with a strong ethical vision, certainly has the potential to move us beyond the contentious moral quagmire of destroying human embryos.
Change never comes easily,
however, and before we can really
change, we need to see the reasons why we should change. Each
of us is, incredibly, an embryo who
has grown up. This biological fact
stares researchers in the face every
time they choose to “disaggregate”
a human embryo with their own
bare hands. It makes many researchers edgy, touching them on
some deeper level of their being. It
makes many Americans queasy
and eager to find alternatives. Dr.
Thomson, who has overseen the

destruction of numerous embryonic humans himself, had the
honesty to acknowledge this fact
in comments he made to the New
York Times recently: “If human
embryonic stem cell research
does not make you at least a little
bit uncomfortable, you have not
thought about it enough.”
Reprogramming
eliminates
these ethical concerns even as it
offers a highly practical and
straightforward technique for obtaining pluripotent stem cells. As
Dr. Thomson himself put it, “Any
basic microbiology lab can do it,
and it’s cheap and quick.”
Reprogramming is also important
because it provides an alternative
approach to “therapeutic cloning,”
a complex and immoral procedure
used to obtain patient-specific
stem cells. Reprogramming provides patient-specific stem cells as
well, but without using women’s
eggs, without killing embryos, and
without crossing moral lines.
The sheer practicality of the new
reprogramming approach, coupled with its ethical advantages,
really make it a no-brainer. Yet despite all these advantages, a number of voices can be heard arguing
that the bio-industrial-complex
emerging around destructive
human embryo research must be
safeguarded and expanded. There
are at least three reasons for this.
First, the financial investment
that has already been made in
this arena is significant, especially considering certain state initiatives like Proposition 71 in
California which devote large
sums of state taxpayer money to
pursue research that depends on
human embryo destruction.
Once large sums of money are involved, ethics often becomes the
first casualty.
Second, some of the scientists
who advocate the destruction of
human embryos have never really
taken the moral concerns very seriously because the creed they
subscribe to is the so-called “scientific imperative,” namely, that science must go forward, as if it were
the highest good. It must be able to
do whatever it wants, wherever it
wants, whenever it wants, and nobody should be pushing ethical
viewpoints to limit what researchers do. That, of course, is a
completely untenable position because we regulate what scientists
do all the time. The very mechanism by which we disperse federal
money puts all kinds of checks and
balances on what researchers can
do and there are certain types of
research like germ warfare studies
or nuclear bomb development
that the government strictly regulates already. Other kinds of research are criminal, such as performing medical experiments on
patients who don’t give their consent. The idea that we have to
allow science to do whatever it
wants is little more than “pie-inthe-sky” wishful thinking.

The third reason embryo destructive research will still likely be
promoted has to do with abortion.
Several astute commentators have
noted recently how the whole field
of embryonic stem cell research
seems to serve as a kind of “hedge”
for abortion. In the same way that
a garden gets a hedge placed
around it in order to protect it, embryonic stem cells are becoming a
place holder for abortion. If embryo killing becomes incorporated
into the way we cure illnesses and

maintain our health as a society,
then abortion on demand will be
more likely to curry favor in our
culture as well. If those trying to
protect embryos carry the day,
pro-abortionists fear that the same
ethical arguments will prevail
against abortion.
Several factors will therefore influence how this major new stem
cell discovery plays out in the future. One thing is clear, however:
those renegade researchers, lawmakers and Hollywood personali-

ties who have long dismissed ethical concerns and advocated
human embryo destruction now
find themselves at an important
juncture because of this breakthrough. We can only hope that in
the wake of this discovery, the
siren call of harvesting human embryos will cease ringing in their
ears and allow for a new era of ethical science in our society.
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk,
Ph.D., earned his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did postdoctoral work at Harvard. He is a
priest of the diocese of Fall River,
Mass., and serves as the director of
education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.
See www.ncbcenter.org.
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Lessons for life’s betterment
BY JOHN GLEASON

Two home study courses on
how to help people live fuller lives
are gaining reputation in the
Denver Archdiocese and one of
the creators is making sure that
that word gets out.
Joan Houck along with her sister
Janice Valvano created the two
video courses called “Heart Basics”
and “To Live by the Spirit. “ The

videos and accompanying workbooks are available through Glory
Ministries, an organization that
produces educational material for
the purpose of evangelization.
Houck, who for several years
has been a member of the adjunct faculty at the archdiocese’s
Catechetical School, said that
“Heart Basics” takes a look at how
our heart impacts our relation-

ships. The 12-lesson course identifies the difference between false
paths and the true path to satisfaction.
“’Heart Basics’ calls me to listen to my heart in God’s presence,” she said. “Both are essential. If I’m listening to God but not
my own heart, I’m missing an essential piece.”
The program is designed for
women and is suitable for adult
education in either a small group
setting or personal study. The
dozen lessons include as subjects
rejection, facing losses and forgiveness. Presentations are by
Hauck and Valvano with other
Catholic women sharing their
faith in practical ways. Hauck
said the program came together
in 1993 in discussion with other
women at her home.
“We put together the program
that year and soon after wrote the
workbook,” she said.
The workbook invites participants to interact with personal
examples, scriptural passages
and exercises designed to facilitate a connection between the
participant and God’s grace. The
objective is to see oneself as God
does and to communicate and
pray on a deeper level.
“I see this as pastoral theology,”
Houck said. “Often we ask ourselves how do we apply the things
we’ve learned or heard at Mass.

HERE ARE the
covers to the
DVDs "Heart
Basics" and "To
Live by the
Spirit." Both are
12-lesson programs good for
small groups or
personal study.

This is one aid that will help people do that.”
“To Live by the Spirit” is also a
12-lesson program. Authored by
Valvano in collaboration with
Houck, it is a course that explains
what it means to live in the flesh
and what it means to live in the
spirit. Lessons include “God’s
Love-God’s Will,” “Sin and the
Plan of Salvation,” “Free Will” and
“The Cross-Trust in God.”
“My sister first offered this as a
six-week program in her parish in
Florida,” Houck said. “The response was so favorable we decided that it also should be put
into video form.”
Primarily, “To Live by the
Spirit” emphasizes how God
wants us to live not on our own
power, but through our will
aligned with the Holy Spirit.
“It’s along the lines of knowing
how to live but not being able to
do it,” Houck said. “It’s like I’m
stuck and I want to know how to
get out.”

Thomas Smith, director of the
archdiocese's Catholic Biblical
School and the Catechetical
School called Heart Basics "an
answer to the needs of Catholics
who want a Scripture-based,
Catholic faithful study of the faith
and spiritual life.”
“I get many inquiries about
good Catholic small group studies," he said. "'Heart Basics” and
'To Live by the Spirit' are the only
two studies officially endorsed
by the Catechetical School and
have been given the imprimatur
of the Archdiocese of Denver.”
Both programs can be obtained online at , or by calling 1800-HAVE-GOD.
Houck is confident that anyone can benefit from these programs and encourages people to
try them.
“(God) wants us to follow him
and to be good,” she said.
“These are practical, personal
and prayerful was to begin that
journey.”
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date. Mail, fax,
or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Advent Penance Service: St. Martin de Porres,
3300 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder. Call 303-4997744.
Dec. 18: 7:30 p.m.
Healing Service and Praise Mass: with Father
Richard Ryan, C.M., Father Ken Leone and Father
Pawel Zborowski. Music led by Matt Miller.
Church of the Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco
Pkwy. Call 303-758-8826.
Dec. 18: 7 p.m.
Seraphic Praise and Worship: St. Patrick’s
Mission Church, 3325 Pecos St. An evening of
Eucharistic adoration and reconciliation. Call
Father John Lager, 303-981-1111.
Dec. 20: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Rosary for Life: members of St. Michael the
Archangel Respect Life Committee will pray the
rosary in front of the Mayfair Women’s Clinic,
Sable Blvd. and Evans Ave., Aurora. Call
Catherine Miller, 303-918-6963.
Dec. 22: 9 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St. Father
Andreas Hock will lead the rosary and give the
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament.
Jan. 6: 3 p.m.
Evening of Adoration: St. Catherine of Siena
Parish, 4200 Federal Blvd. Adoration, meditation, prayer and Taize music.
Every Thursday: 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Warm Hearts/Warm Hands: a fundraiser to collect gloves, winter caps and scarves for men,
women and children who make Samaritan House
their home. Call Penny, 303-697-9889.
St. Rafka Christmas Party: caroling, raffle, door
prizes, holiday music, lunch, dinner, drinks and
balloon artist for the children. St. Rafka hall,
2301 Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood. call 303-7985815.
Dec. 16: after 10:30 a.m. Mass
Christmas Ultreya: potluck and White Elephant
exchange sponsored by Denver Cursillo.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Call Cindy, 303-465-4342.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
SHARE Colorado: a Catholic Charity, monthly
food distributor offering grocery packages at
half retail price to everyone. Call 303-428-0400.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Advent Day of Prayer: presented by Father
Daniel Cardo. St. Malo Retreat Center, 10758
Hwy. 7, Allens Park. Two one-day sessions in
preparation for Advent. Prayer, meditation and
participation in the sacraments of confession
and the Eucharist. Each day’s program with
have it’s own theme. Cost: $25, lunch included.

Call 303-747-0201.
Dec. 13 and 20: 10 a.m. - 3 p .m.
St. Clare Vocation Club: for single women, 15-30
who are discerning religious life. Adoration,
Mass, talks with sisters and food. Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road,
Foxfield. Call 303-766-3800.
Dec. 14: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Lectio Divina: presented by Father Daniel Cardo,
chaplain of St. Malo Retreat Center.
Introduction to practice of the Lectio Divina.
Includes talks, moments of prayer in groups or
individually, Mass, adoration and confession. St.
Malo Retreat Center, 10758 Hwy. 7, Allens Park.
Call 303-747-0201.
Jan. 4 - Jan. 6
Life Giving Freedom: a holistic approach to reproductive health. Hosted by the Office of
Marriage and Family Life. All are invited to attend a one-day conference where timeless
truths meet modern science. Regis University,
3333 Regis Blvd. Call Ann Zimmer, 303-7153259.
Jan. 12: 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Rocky Mountain Sacred Music Workshop: sponsored by the Diocese of Colorado Springs. A
practicum on Gregorian chant and choral
polyphony, including continued education and information on sacred music. Scott Turkington and
Professor Horst Buchholz will present. Call
Larry, 719-495-3093.
Jan. 18 - 19, 2008

PILGRIMAGES
Egypt, Jordan and the Holy Land: led by
Theatine Father Tomas Fraile. Call Irene for a
brochure, 303-477-7863.
March 31 - April 16, 2008
Walk with the Apostles: join the members of St.
Ignatius Loyola Parish in Greece. Visit Corinth,
Ephesus and Athens. A nine-day land and cruise
package. Call Ron, 303-820-0312.
May 19 - 27, 2008
Italy: join Holy Cross Parish on an 11-day tour of
Rome, Assisi, Venice, Verona, Isle of Capri and
Pompeii. Call Jeannie, 303-452-1148.
Nov. 2008
Holy Land: with Father Marc Mallick from St.
Thomas More Parish. Call 303-770-1155.
June 9 - 19, 2008

SINGLES
New Year’s Eve Dance: sponsored by the
Archdiocesan Catholic Singles CORE Team and
Spirit of Christ Church “Singles in Spirit.”
Westminster Elks Club, 3850 Elk Drive,
Westminster. Cost: $25, includes appetizers,
party favors, and dancing. Call Donna, 303-7498380 or Al, 720-685-8008.
Dec. 31: 8 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.
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Books

photographs capture shapes in
nature while Yolen’s poems — full
of action verbs, metaphors and adjectives — look at the shape from a
different point of view. Yolen includes other nouns, verbs and adjectives — superimposed on the
photos — so that readers might
write their own poems on the
shape. The result is a visual and
aesthetic delight (all ages).
“Peek in My Pocket” by David A.
Carter. Red Wagon Books (San
Diego, 2007). 14 pp., $10.95.
Carter’s animals pop right up
out of this large square book, so
toddlers will want to keep turning
pages. Each animal has a pocket,
behind which lies a surprise asso-

From Page 10
dering what caused her uncle to
turn mean. When Annie’s mother
sends her to Washington state to
live with her grandmother, Annie
meets a young African-American
woman who helps her learn firsthand about love, bigotry and
courage (ages 8-12).
“Shape Me a Rhyme: Nature’s
Forms in Poetry” by Jane Yolen,
photographs by Jason Stemple.
Wordsong (Honesdale, Pa., 2007).
32 pp., $17.95.
Stemple’s beautiful double-page

ciated with a shape: a square jackin-a-box, a diamond-shaped kite,
etc. Carter’s colorful illustrations
and clever designs will give toddlers hours of fun (ages 1-3).
“St. Francis and the Wolf” by
Jane Langton, illustrated by Ilse
Plume. David R. Godine (Boston,
2007). 32 pp., $16.95.
Langton retells in a very readable fashion the fable of St. Francis
of Assisi taming the wolf that was
terrorizing the people of Gubbio,
Italy. The typeface, which resembles calligraphy, adds to the historical tone of the story. But what
makes this book extra special are
Plume’s colored-pencil illustrations, with extraordinary detail,

even wonders where they sleep
and what they eat. As Frances’
mother prepares the child’s angel
costume
for
the
church
Christmas pageant, Frances discovers the man and monkey sleep
on the street. Ibatoulline’s large,
detailed illustrations are softened
around the edges to help give the
feeling of older times, when the
story occurs. At the end of the
book, when Frances announces
tidings of great joy in the pageant,
her face and eyes shine in the illustration (ages 7-12).

down to the texture of the cobblestones or a wooden door on a
house. Nonreaders will especially
enjoy the illustrations, but young
readers will also enjoy the recounting of this tale (ages 5-up).
“Great Joy” by Kate DiCamillo,
illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline.
Candlewick Press (Cambridge,
Mass., 2007). 28 pp., $16.99.
This magnificently illustrated,
heartwarming book is a different
kind of holiday tale, one that addresses the true meaning of
Christmas. When an organ
grinder and monkey appear on a
nearby corner a week before
Christmas, young Frances is full
of curiosity about them — she

Barb Fraze is international editor for Catholic News Service and
has three children.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212
Spanish and ESL
Part Time
HOME CAREGIVERS Classes
Our Lady of the
- Clases de
JESUIT SUMMER
Accountant needed.
Ingles
Experienced
Rosary
Academy
(720) 339-0779
Payroll, invoicing etc.
RETREAT:
The Language
non-medical
Logo
experiene
a
plus.
3-30
Days.
Anchorage
Connection
Elementary School
St. Mark Catholic
caregivers to
Individual and group
Alaska’s Grandeur.
classes 25 yrs exp.
Church, 3141 W. 96th
Teacher grades 1-3
907-346-2343 x215
assist elderly in
Academia Doble Viista Ave., Westminster, CO
www.holyspirit
their homes. PT/FT Clases particulares o
(303) 424-1531.
80031. Call Rubel
centerak.org
en grupo. 25 años de
303-466-8720 ext. 22.
303-343-9900
Ask for Leo
experiencia.

HELP
WANTED

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

ACCUPUNTURE
WORKS

Denver
Westminster
303-422-3945

is looking for a Custodian/Handyman.
Experienced only need apply, preferably have
your own tools. Duties include complete cleaning
at the Church, Chapel, Church Offices,
Parish Halls and all connected rooms,
facility set-up, hauling and moving furniture
and equipment, ice and snow removal. Also,
responsible for upkeep of the buildings and
grounds. Requires knowledge and experience
with basic carpentry, painting, basic plumbing
and electrical, simple equipment and facility
repairs, use of snow removal equipment and
industrial cleaning chemicals.
Please apply at 830 Elm St., Denver, 80220
or call to have applicattion faxed or

going up and your equity is going down?
deductible debt with huge payments?

Now is the time to FIX your problem with a new FIXED RATE
mortgage. Let me put together a strategic debt plan integrated
into your overall financial plan to show how we can maximize
your wealth. For a FREE, no cost, no obligation analysis
valued at $200 please give me a call at…

303-256-5748
Randy Spierings
Strategic Debt Planner - Englewood Branch
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
"The Local Company You Can Trust"
Toll Free - 888-240-6758
rjspierings@comcast.net
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

felix.vasquez@sentry.com

Se Habla
Español

303-359-2921

“10 Secrets to Successful Homebuying”
whether you’re a first time buyer or a move up buyer.
To get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

keep increasing?

* Have a negative amortization ARM where your balance is
* Have high interest credit card and other non-tax

Consumer Products
Specialist
Auto * Home * Life

WARNING –DON’T BUY A HOME
WITHOUT READING THIS FREE REPORT

* Have HELOCs or ARMs whose rate and payments

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409
United Children’s Fund, Inc.
www.unchildren.org

FREE MONEY!
Secrets Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
This is a no-obligation community service.
Hotline sponsored by FM Free Mortgage Info., Inc.

Felix Vasquez

e-mailed to you at 303-388-1643, ext. 208.

PAYMENTS GOING UP?

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS & REFINANCERS BEWARE!

1-800-232-4391 Ext. 3333

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com.
This is a no obligation community service hotline sponsored
by Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL
ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
SUMMONS
Case Names: Touron-Giltner, Prot. No. 212-05
Being unaware of the current address of Brian W. Giltner,
date of birth, unknown, Respondent in the above mentioned case, we
hereby summon the said person to appear before the Tribunal on 9
January 2008, at 9:00 a.m. to respond to the following issue:
“Whether the Touron-Giltner, Marriage in question is null”. All
those who by whatever means are aware of the domicile of
Brian W. Giltner, are requested to inform
him of the present summons and to communicate his address
to this Tribunal. Denver, 12, December 2007.
Very Rev. James S. Moreno, J.C.D.
Presiding Judge Ronda Whitehurst-Ecclesiastical Notary

Regis University offers exciting career opportunities at:
https://jobs.regis.edu . Computers can be accessed at many public
libraries as well as the Regis Department of Human Resources at
3333 Regis Blvd in Denver (West Hall).
Regis University, with more than 16,000 students, is comprised of
Regis College, the College for Professional Studies, and the
Rueckert-Hartman College for Health Professions. The University
is recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a Top School in the
West and is one of 28 Catholic Jesuit colleges and universities
throughout the United States. In addition to the main campus in
N.W. Denver, CO, Regis has campus locations in the DTC, Longmont,
Broomfield, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora, and Las Vegas,
NV, and offers online programs.
Regis does not unlawfully discriminate in either the provision of
educational services or in employment practices on the basis of
race, color, religion, national origin, creed, ancestry, gender, age,
marital status, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, physical or mental disability, or any characteristic protected by applicable local, state, or Federal law. Within this context, Regis does
reserve the right to give employment preference to persons who
demonstrate by word and practice a commitment to the
University’s mission and educational goals.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage
Door Company

303-989-6040
Sales & Service
Since 1994

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

1. Concrete work,
all kinds
2. Trash removal
3. Tree trimming,
removal
4. Fence installation
& maintenance
Fast and Friendly Service

Senior Discount

303-429-0380

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

Remodeling
Call: Jack

40 yrs. experience

HANDYMAN
Minor
Remodeling

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

Inc.

NO LABOR
CHARGE SPECIALS
All you pay for
Is My Fabric and A Base
Supply Charge
10% Discount on Fabrics
P/U & Del. Availablee

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

720-290-3502

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. (65 +) or
Veteran Discount
Free Phone Consultations
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown
720-560-3192

Formerly Custom Design &
Colorado School Upholstery

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery
No Labor Charge-Special

720-366-5564
Juaquin & Gil Garcia

JR. SWAZO AFFORDABLE
ELECTRIC

Visa & Master Card

ELECTRIC
We love
small jobs.
303.596.6870

Drain Problems?
Plumbing Problems?
24 Hr. Service
Mention this
ad & get $30 Off
All Work
Guaranteed
Excellent Rates,
Visa/Mastercard
Jim, 720-629-0518

CHRISTMAS TREES
AND FAMILY FUN

HOLIDAY
EVENTS

FOR SALE
OR RENT

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
WINTER PRICING NOV-MARCH
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

303-762-9484

Luckylure Christmas Trees
Highway 73 at Brook Forest Road
in Evergreen
Check Out our web site.
ColoradoChristmasTrees.com

PAINTING

PAINTING

Bonded & Insured

Where your business
is always appreciated!

NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products

Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

CALL NOW!

303-394-2802

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext

Clean & Reliable

Early Bird & Senior Discounts

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

Interior & Exterior painting,
Drywall repair & texturing,
Power washing.
Serving Metro Denver and Northern Colorado

A FINE FINISH PAINTING Manuel Reeves

FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

www.cjroofing.com

Mike’s Painting &
Decorating

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

J&G
Upholstery

Free Estimates

(303) 937-8854

CJ Roofing Company

Add’l Circuits,
ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
Lighting,
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
TUBS, Room Additions Service
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Upgrades a Specialty
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

MILE HIGH Tile/Grout
TREE CARE,
Problems

UPHOLSTERY

303-912-3780
New Work Service
Changeovers
Remodel
Commerical &
Residental

Quality Work

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

Williams & Sons
Electric

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office
Free Estimates

A

~Great Live Band!!~
XBook Your Holiday Party now!
For Weddings, Parties,
Fundraisers, Benefit ConcertRts
H
970-593-0768
interstatecowboy@msn.com
$100. DOWN PAYMENT
Large Lakewood Hud Home
4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1634 Sq. Ft.
Full Price $157.000
Many Others, All Areas, All Prices
Bob Schimpf 720-339-6525
Remax Infinity

720-628-2024
METRO DENVER
DRYWALL

PURCELL
PAINTING

* DRYWALL
* TEXTURE
* REPAIR

Father & Son Owned
and Operated

720-275-8655

Over 20 years exp.
Honest, Professional
and Affordable
On Time Guarantee

303-617-0917
Free estimates
Hundreds of references available

LAS VEGAS
RENTAL RETREAT
Available December-March
Fully furnished..Resort lifestyle.
Close to church, golf, shopping,
gaming, medical.
(818) 367-3080 or
(818) 357-9300.

Commerical Residential
Professional Interior
& Exterior Painting
Drywall repair, Texture,
Wall paper removal
27 Yrs Experience
Free Estimates
Low Prices
Call Rich 303-3211-6980

Please note Our
last issue of the
year will print
December 19th.
Please submit all
service directory
ads by Thursday
Dec. 13th at noon.
Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

(303) 715-2045

loretta.trujillo@archden.org
(303) 715-3212
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