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CENTRAL CITY OPERA will present “The Saint of
Bleeker Street” in July and August.
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DEACON CANDIDATES lie prostrate as the congregation and Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., pray the
Litany of Supplication (commonly called the Litany of Saints) over them during a Mass of Holy Orders for the
Ordination of Deacons at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception May 26.
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Deacons’ ordinations a gift to the Church, says archbishop
14 men ordained as
deacons to serve the
Denver Archdiocese
BY JOHN GLEASON

On a clear, spring day, in an atmosphere filled with organ music
and trumpet flourishes and led by
an honor guard from the Knights
of Columbus, a capacity crowd including 70 deacons and more than
30 priests participated in the Mass
of Holy Orders for the Ordination
of Deacons at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception on May 26.
Family and friends witnessed
the 14 men as they came to be ordained by Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., who was the
main celebrant of the Mass.
Concelebrants included Bishop
Eduardo P. Patiño, of the Diocese of
Córdoba Veracruz, Mexico, and
brother of one of the deacon candidates; and Father Florian
Martin-Calama, S.T.L., rector of
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary.
The Scripture readings for the
liturgy, which was conducted in
English and Spanish, began with a
passage from St. Paul’s First Letter
to Timothy which said, “Deacons
must be dignified, not gossips, not
addicted to much wine, not greedy
for gain, but with a pure conscience keeping hold of the secret
of the faith. They should be first
put on probation, and then if they
were without blame, they may
serve as deacons.”
At the rite of ordination, the 14
men: Glenn Allison, Joseph
Benjamin, James Blume, Richard
Boyd, Philip Criste, Oscar DelVillar,
Ruben Estrada, Gregory Frank,
Dennis
Langdon,
Wilfredo
Liwanag, Hugo Patiño, Cesar Perez
Aguirre, John Wehrman and Paul
Zajac were called forward and presented to Archbishop Chaput as
qualified and acceptable candidates for ordination.
Then, one by one, the candidates came forward to declare
their intention to be ordained to
the office of deacon. Each pledged
their respect and obedience to the
archbishop who responded by saying, “May God, who has begun this
work in you, bring it to completion.”
Next came the laying on of
hands as the candidates knelt before the archbishop who then
prayed over them followed by the
formal investiture with stole and
dalmatic after which each newly
ordained deacon received the
book of the Gospels.
“Receive the Gospel of Christ,
whose herald you have become,”
the archbishop said as each man
took turns holding the book.
“Believe what you read, teach what
you believe, and practice what you
teach.”
The archbishop then gave a fra-

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

NEWLY ORDAINED deacons pose with Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., following the May 26 ordination Mass at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception. Assigned to parishes across the Archdiocese of Denver, the deacons will take up their new duties next week.
ternal kiss — a hug — to the newly
ordained. The vested deacons
present came forward to repeat the
gesture, welcoming them into the
order of deacons.
At the conclusion of Mass,
Archbishop Chaput recognized the
work that so many had put into
bringing the ceremony off.
“We thank all the deacons who
came today, to the priests who
came to concelebrate,” he said.
“We also thank those who are
newly arrived in our country; those
who help to make our Church
stronger. It’s like a transfusion of
new blood for us.”
The archbishop concluded by
acknowledging the families of
those who were ordained, with ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT lays
BISHOP EDUARDO P. PATIÑO, center, of the Diocese of Córdoba in
special recognition given to the hands on Cesar Perez Aguirre
Veracruz, Mexico, and Archbishop Chaput congratulate Bishop
mothers of each.
Patiño’s brother, Hugo Patiño, welcoming him to the order of deacons.
during the ordination ceremony.
“We believe that all deacons are
called to service from their mothARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
er’s womb,” he said, “and may God
be praised by this gift to the June 7: Mass and Confirmation, Our Lady Mother of the Church Parish, Commerce City (7 p.m.)
June 10: Corpus Christi Mass and Procession, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (12:30 p.m.);
Church.”
Mass at Cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
Following Mass Archbishop June 11:
Catholic Foundation Board of Trustees meeting, JPII Center (11 a.m.)
Chaput and the new deacons June 12: Committee of Vicars and Directors meeting, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)
posed for pictures in the Marian
Garden outside the cathedral.
OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
There, family members beamed at
Deacon Edward Clements, reappointed deacon at St. Joseph Parish, Golden, effective June 2, 2007.
the sight of their husbands and
Deacon L. Kenneth Dreiling, granted leave of absence with faculties, effective June 15, 2007.
sons and fathers who have taken
Deacon George Fortunato, reappointed deacon at St. Ignatius of Antioch Parish, Rangely, effective June 2, 2007.
on a new office in the Church, Deacon Thomas Fox
, granted leave of absence with faculties, effective June 2, 2007.
among them Bishop Patiño, who Deacon Modesto Garcia, reappointed deacon at St. Augustine Parish, Brighton, effective June 2, 2007.
th
himself was celebrating his 30
Deacon James Gollhofer, reappointed deacon at Nativity of Our Lord Parish, Broomfield, effective June 2, 2007.
year in the priesthood. He told the Deacon Brian Kerby, reappointed deacon at Christ the King Parish, Evergreen, effective May 23, 2007.
Denver Catholic Register the day Deacon Eugeño Torrez, reappointed deacon at Presentation of Our Lady Parish, Denver, effective June 2, 2007.
was one of joy for all the families.
“It is a very beautiful and proud
D E N V E R C AT H O L I C R EG I S T E R
day, to see my brother become a
Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
deacon,” Bishop Patiño told the
Denver Catholic Register. “He said
Denver Catholic Register (USPS 557-020) is published weekly except the last week of
he wanted to do something special
December and the first week of January by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele
General Manager
Street, Denver, CO 80210, and printed by Signature Offset in Colorado Springs. Periodical
with his life. I encouraged him as
Jeanette DeMelo
postage paid in Denver, CO.
much as I could.”
Editor
Subscriptions: $25 a year in Colorado; $32 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $29
All the deacons have been asRoxanne King
surface, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average).
signed to parishes in the
Mexico, $48 air; Canada, $55 air. Postmaster: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic
Ad Manager
Archdiocese of Denver. Their apRegister, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210.
Ann Bush
pointments become effective June
Main number: 303-715-3215; Circulation: 303-715-3211.
10.
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Of miracles and angels: opera performances
to benefit Discalced Carmelite monastery
BY ROXANNE KING

A few years ago, a Catholicthemed production at Central City
Opera benefited the local
Carmelite monastery. This year, as
the famed opera house celebrates
its 75th season, it is again generously helping Carmel of the Holy
Spirit Monastery in Littleton.
A percentage of the proceeds
from five of the nine performances
of Gian Carlo Menotti’s “The Saint
of Bleeker Street” will be donated
to the monastery, which is home to
10 Discalced Carmelite nuns who
live entirely on alms.
The rarely performed piece tells
the story of a young stigmatic,
Annina, her disbelieving brother,
Michele, and his deadly love affair.
“It’s a piece that I’ve been enamored with for a long time,” said
Pelham Pearce, artistic director for
Central City Opera. “It has beautiful, lush music. The choral work in
it is the best choral work Menotti
ever did.”
The opera is one of two by
Menotti that won both a Pulitzer
Prize and a New York Drama
Critics Circle Award. The gifted
composer died earlier this year at
age 95.
Taking place in New York’s Little
Italy, “The Saint of Bleeker Street”
explores the conflict between faith
and disbelief. The work is directed
by acclaimed soprano Catherine
Malfitano, who performed the part
of Annina in the 1970s.
“I believe this is Menotti’s greatest opera,” Malfitano told opera
critic Chris Shull. “Because it is the
one closest to him and his artistry,
his person, his questions about life
and faith.”
Premiering on Broadway in
1954, “The Saint of Bleeker Street”
is set in that decade. Annina, the
“saint” of Bleeker Street who sees
visions of angels and whose touch
miraculously cures a boy, wants to
become a nun. Her non-believing

See Opera, Page 5

The archdiocesan Office of
Youth, Young Adult and Campus
Ministry is sponsoring a presentation called, “MyPod Speak:
Speaking the Language of
Millennial Teens,” on June 14.
The evening event is for youth
ministry leaders, catechists,
teachers and parents who may
not be savvy about today’s communication technology but who
want to face up to the challenge.
It will allow them to learn the essentials about communicating
the Gospel to the generation of
technological teens.
Sal Solo, musician (former
lead singer with Classix
Nouveaux) and speaker who
works with Catholic teens, will

CHRISTOPHER
STEFANICK

From gangster to youth
minister: how the Scriptures
transformed one life
One lost young man finds the
ever-breaking good news

PHOTO BY BETH BERGMAN

CATHERINE MALFITANO as Annina in the 1978 New York City Opera
production of "The Saint of Bleecker Street." Malfitano is directing
Central City Opera's production of the work in July and August.

THE SAINT OF BLEEKER STREET
What: opera by Gian Carlo Menotti
When: July 31, Aug. 3, 9, 11 and 15
Where: Central City Opera, 124 Eureka St., Central City
Cost: $43 to $87; a portion of proceeds from performances indicated
above will benefit Carmel of the Holy Spirit Monastery
For tickets: call 303-292-6700 or visit www.centralcityopera.org

Embracing the technology of the millennial generation
BY JOHN GLEASON

THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

be leading the presentation.
Chris Stefanick, director of the
Youth, Young Adult and Campus
Ministry Office, said he was
pleased that Solo would be coming to Denver.
“Sal specializes in the area of
using media to help evangelize
young people,” Stefanick said.
“He’ll have a lot of practical
tips.”
Today, teenagers spend more
time with technology than they
do in school. Solo said it’s no
wonder, given the fact that they
all are good at multi-tasking —
listening to their iPods while
watching television and doing
homework.
Where youths
spend six hours in the classroom, they’re “plugged in” for as
many as eight. And everyone

else is running to catch up.
“Educators in particular in the
Church have been rather slow to
catch up with the teens in this
regard,” Solo said. “Pope John
Paul II spoke about embracing
new technology, but that hasn’t
always been the case.”
Last January at the annual
meeting of the National
Federation for Catholic Youth
Ministry, youth directors from
dioceses all over the nation were
asked what the biggest challenge they faced in their ministry was. At the top of the list
was how to use the media.
When pressed as to why it was
such a challenge, the answer
came back: fear.

See Technology, Page 7

In 1988 at age 16, a friend of mine, William Portillo, was
jumped into an L.A. gang called Mara Salvatrucha. A
“jumping in” is a gang initiation ritual whereby the “aspirant” is beaten to within an inch of his/her life by gang
members before being officially welcomed into the gang.
Just as those initiated by confirmation receive a new name,
gangsters also receive a new name. William’s gang name was
Maniaco (Maniac).
William was the kind of guy
you didn’t want to meet in a
PREVENCION Y
dark alley. His favorite hobby
RESCATE
was robbing people at gunpoint so he could see the fear
You can help support
in their eyes. Two years after
Prevencion Y Rescate or
being jumped in he was sencontact William Portillo for
tenced to 16 years in prison
help with a gang problem.
for three counts of his faAddress: Prevencion Y
vorite hobby. Soon after
Rescate, 1321 S. Mariposa
making his new home in
prison, he and other gangAve., Los Angeles, CA
sters armed with steel shanks
90006
and connections to the
Telephone: Office - 323Mexican Mafia were running
737-4950; Cell - 213-220the show.
0954
His involvement in a prison
riot earned William time in
solitary confinement — where he encountered God for the
first time. While in solitary a chaplain came by his cell and
gave William a copy of the New Testament. He began to
read. The pages came alive for him as he read the Gospels
for the first time — the stories of God’s love for his people,
the story of the Prodigal Son.
Within days he had decided to turn his life around completely. He became a model prisoner and started to share
the word of God with his fellow inmates. He pledged to consecrate his life to the service of God if he would free him
from prison. Through an amazing series of events that
William considers a miracle, his 16-year sentence was reduced to seven months through a rehabilitation program.
True to his promise, William took to the streets with a
Bible in hand looking for lost souls. He remembers approaching one hardened veterano (older gangster) who was
standing on a street corner and talking to him about the
freedom offered by Christ whose “burden is light” (Mt
11:30). The man’s stone face cracked and he started to cry as
the word of God penetrated another life. At one point a fellow gangster warned William that he was going to get himself killed for leaving Mara Salvatrucha. (The typical penalty
for leaving a gang is death.) William responded simply, “You
do what you have to do, I’ll do what I have to do.”
Over 15 years later, thankfully, William is still with us.
William started a ministry in 1990 called Street Ministry, now
called Prevencion Y Rescate (Prevention and Rescue), a nonprofit ministry that aims at reaching and rehabilitating gang
members and their families. All of this from one lost young
man spending time in solitude with the ever-breaking good
news.
Christopher Stefanick is the director of Youth, Young Adult
and Campus Ministry for the Archdiocese of Denver.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Christ first, last, and always
A few weeks back, Bishop William Lori of Bridgeport, John Allen
of the National Catholic Reporter, and I were invited by Doubleday
to help launch Pope Benedict XVI’s new book, Jesus of Nazareth, at
a May 15 program in Washington. It was, among other things, a
happy reunion, as I hadn’t seen Brother Allen since the halcyon
days of April 2005, which we both spent in Rome covering (and
preparing books on) the papal transition. Since then, John has
moved to New York, but his return to the Great Republic hasn’t diminished his insight into papal affairs and how others perceive
them — and so he began his remarks with an acute observation.
Note, he said, that the mainstream media found three bits of
“news” during Benedict XVI’s May trip to Brazil. There was the impromptu papal statement about politicians, abortion, and the ecclesiastical sanction of excommunication. There was the papal
condemnation of drug-dealing. (Surprise!). And there were a few
lines in an eleven-page speech to the bishops of Latin America
and the Caribbean in which the Pope observed that both capitalism and Marxism had flaws (surprise again!) To his colleagues on
the press plane, Allen remarked, these were three disconnected
moments. In fact, he said, there was a “scarlet thread’ running
throughout Benedict XVI’s speeches, homilies, and remarks in
Brazil, a thread that linked the Brazil trip to the publication of Jesus
of Nazareth. That thread was, and is, the Pope’s insistence that
Jesus Christ is the revolution.
For Benedict XVI, everything else flows from that unshakable
conviction. Social progress, which means political and economic
systems that reflect human dignity and unleash human creativity,
follows from belief in God through Christ. Liberation from enslavement to drugs and drug-dealers is possible because of belief
in God through Christ. Healing from the wounds of abortion follows from faith in God through Christ. And so forth and so on,
through the whole catalogue of 21st century ills.
During the discussion that followed our panel’s remarks, a guest
asked whether there was a difference between this radical
Christocentricity of Benedict XVI and the teaching of his great
predecessor, John Paul II. I suggested that it wasn’t so much a matter of difference as of destination. John Paul II began his pontificate with the clarion call, “Open the doors to Christ!” Why?
Because, as the Pope continued, “Christ knows ‘what is in man.’
He alone knows it.” John Paul’s magisterium was intensely
Christocentric, in that Karol Wojtyla was convinced that we learn
that truth about our humanity in contemplating the face of Christ:
his was a Christology with an anthropological destination.
Benedict XVI shares that conviction. But as he writes in Jesus of
Nazareth, getting to the truth about ourselves through “intimate
friendship with Christ” is difficult today because two centuries of
historical-critical dissection of the New Testament have left the
face of Christ murky, even obscure. When exegetes try to reassemble the pieces after dissecting the Gospels, the result too often reflects the exegete’s own concept of who Christ should be — mildmannered liberal teacher; apocalyptic visionary; social reformer;
political revolutionary — rather than the truth about Jesus of
Nazareth, his person and his message.
We need both historically sophisticated methods of interpretation and trust in order to read the Gospels properly, Pope Benedict
writes. If we approach the Gospels with suspicion, we will encounter a Christ in our preferred image, not the Jesus who is the
“image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). If we approach the
Gospels with alert minds and open, trusting hearts, however, we
meet a Jesus with whom “intimate friendship” becomes possible,
and life-transforming.
Time and again, whether he’s writing about the temptations, the
parables, the Lord’s Prayer, or the miracles of Jesus’s public ministry, Pope Benedict’s method of reading the Gospels puts the edge
back on stories and messages often dulled by familiarity. Reading
the New Testament through the eyes of Joseph Ratzinger in Jesus of
Nazareth thus becomes a way to read the Gospels afresh — and to
be reminded that, whether the New York Times thinks it’s “news” or
not, the proclamation of Jesus Christ is what the Church is for.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Sol: Body and Blood of Christ
Scripture readings for June 10
Readings:
• Genesis 14:18-20
• Psalm 110:1-4
• 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
• Luke 9:11-17
Theme: The Eucharist is not just
a reminder of something that happened a long time ago, nor is it
merely a reenactment of the Last
Supper, or the sharing of a “family
meal.” The Eucharist is, above all,
the means by which the sacrifice
of Christ, offered “once for all” on
the cross, is really, truly and substantially made present to us by
the transubstantiation of the
bread and wine into the Body and
Blood of Christ.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Beginning Experience
retreat healing
I would like to thank the Denver
Catholic Register for giving me the
information that I needed to help
me through a very painful time in
my life. In 2003, my mentally ill
husband left our marriage. I was
reading your paper and saw an ad
for Beginning Experience, an ecumenical organization that offers
help for those who are experiencing the loss of a partner through
death, separation or divorce. I attended one of their retreats to deal
with the separation. Later when
my husband was found dead, I attended another of their retreats.
The two years since my husband’s
death have been very difficult, but
I am so grateful for the help that I

Key verse: “For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the death of the Lord
until he comes” (1 Cor 11:26).
The “Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “At the heart of the eucharistic celebration are the bread
and wine that, by the words of
Christ and the invocation of the
Holy Spirit, become Christ’s body
and blood. The Church sees in the
gesture of the king-priest
Melchizedek, who “brought out
bread and wine,” a prefiguring of
her own offering. The miracles of
the multiplication of the loaves,
when the Lord says the blessing,
breaks and distributes the loaves
through his disciples to feed the
multitude, prefigure the superabundance of this unique bread of
his Eucharist” (Nos. 1333, 1335).
Pope
Benedict
XVI:
“Christianity’s new worship includes and transfigures every aspect of life: “Whether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31).
have received with Beginning
Experience. I would encourage
any of your readers who may be
having a difficult time coping with
a partner’s loss to contact
Beginning Experience.
Mary Kershner
Denver
Editor’s note: A Beginning
Experience retreat is set June 8-10 at
Mother Cabrini Shrine in Golden.
For information, call 303-422-3185
or 303-758-4857.

Sacred music enriches
parishioner’s faith life
I am a parishioner at St. Mary’s
Church in Littleton. I have been a
lifelong Catholic and was educated
in Catholic schools in the Denver
area from first grade at St John’s
(now closed) through college at
Loretto Heights (also closed).
However, for the past 10 or 15 years
or so I have struggled with my

THE SAINTS: ST. NORBERT
Norbert was
born of noble
parents June
6, 1134, in
what is now
Xanten, West
Germany. He
was made a
canon and
served in the
courts of the
archbishop
of Cologne
and Emperor
Henry V. Like many clerics of his
day he lived a life of luxury.
One day when he was 30, a bolt
of lightning knocked him from his
horse. Seeing this as an invitation
to a life of perfection, he retired
to a cell near Xanten where he
lived three years of penance.
After ordination he tried
unsuccessfully to reform the
canons of Xanten.

Norbert then gave his goods to
the poor and journeyed barefoot
to Saint-Gilles, France, where
Pope Gelasius II authorized him
to preach. Norbert evangelized
through Europe and won many
converts to the faith.
Norbert established a monastery
near Laon, France, in 1121 in the
wild vale of Premontre. His
followers became known as
Premonstratensians, adopting
the contemplative life of St.
Augustine with the intention of
making reparation for injuries
offered to the Blessed
Sacrament. In 1126, Norbert
reluctantly became archbishop of
Magdeburg in southern Germany,
a land half pagan and half
Christian. Here he worked for the
Church until his death in 1134.
The feast of St. Norbert is June
6.

Christians, in all their actions, are
called to offer true worship to
God. Here the intrinsically
Eucharistic nature of Christian life
begins to take shape. The
Eucharist, since it embraces the
concrete, everyday existence of
the believer, makes possible, day
by day, the progressive transfiguration of all those called by grace
to reflect the image of the Son of
God (cf. Rom 8:29ff). The worship
of God in our lives cannot be relegated to something private and individual, but tends by its nature to
permeate every aspect of our existence” (“Sacramentum Caritatis,”
71).
Application: When we partake
of the Eucharist, we not only receive all benefits of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice and are united
to his body, the Church, we also
experience the transforming
power of the Holy Spirit so that we
are changed, becoming really,
truly and substantially the sons
and daughters of God that we
were meant to be.
faith.
The music program at St. Mary’s
has been a great solace to me as I
can hear the beautiful religious
music written by the world’s master composers in a beautiful
church containing the religious
symbols of the Catholic Church.
Even though the Blessed
Sacrament is not present during
the concerts and programs, I sense
a solemnity and peacefulness that
allows me to feel spiritually connected with God.
The Good Friday service this
year was especially powerful for
me. In all my years of attending
Holy Week services, nothing compared with that evening and how it
portrayed Christ’s Passion.
I feel so lucky to be fortunate
enough to attend these religious
musical programs and services. I
have friends all over the metro area
who either attend these programs
or wish they could.
The St Mary’s Musical Program
is a jewel in our archdiocese.
Personally, it is a key element in the
road to understanding my faith.
Carol Hidalgo
Littleton

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than
250 words and should include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to
the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver.
Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be
printed. Unsigned letters will not
be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to
303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.
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From Page 3

What does the term
“abbot” usually refer to?

CARMEL OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT MONASTERY

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

Prayer requests: call 303-7984176 or mail to 6138 S. Gallup
St., Littleton, CO 80120

On June 19th the church
remembers St. Romuald, abbot.
This quiz looks at abbots and
abbesses.

brother, Michele, however, tries to
stop her. Disaster strikes when
Michele refuses to acknowledge his
girlfriend Desideria at a social
event. The spurned woman accuses him of having an unnatural love
for his sister. Michele, infuriated,
fatally stabs Desideria. A week later,
despite Michele’s attempts to prevent it, Annina goes through with
professing her vows, then she dies.
Ultimately, said Pearce, faith triumphs in the piece. The opera,
which portrays Menotti’s own personal struggle between faith and
disbelief, is absorbing.
“The more I’ve studied it,” said
Pearce, “the more interesting I’ve
found it.”
Mother Judith Hartford, prioress
of Carmel of the Holy Spirit
Monastery, sees the opera house
donation as a gift of Providence.
Such unexpected blessings are
what keep the monastery going.
“It’s a miracle every day,” she
said, noting that small donations
trickle in throughout the year as
well as a large one given annually
by the Friends of Carmel, an arm of
the Archbishop’s Guild.
Readying to celebrate the
monastery’s 60th anniversary this
September, most of the nuns there
are too old to carry out the incomeproducing activities they once did.
Now they simply focus on their primary charism, which is prayer. The
nuns always welcome prayer requests.
“We are deeply grateful to the
people of the archdiocese for supporting us all these years,” Mother
Hartford said. “We’re praying for
them all the time.”
For Central City Opera, donating
15 percent of each ticket sale from
designated performances of “The
Saint of Bleeker Street” is a way to
show gratitude for its own anniversary by giving back to the community.
“We are pleased to build on our
friendship with Carmel of the Holy
Spirit Monastery, which we started
with our production of (Francis)
Poulenc’s ‘Dialogue of the
Carmelites’ in 2000,” said Deb
Hruby, marketing director for
Central City Opera. “We are hoping
to provide roughly $10 per ticket
sold to support the Discalced
Carmelite nuns.”
“The Saint of Bleeker Street”
opens July 21. A portion of ticket
sales from performances set for
July 31 and Aug. 3, 9, 11 and 15 will
benefit the monastery. Shows on
July 31, Aug. 9 and 11 are at 8 p.m.;
shows on Aug. 3 and 15 are at 2:30
p.m. The opera is performed in
English with English subtitles.
Tickets range from $43 to $87. To
purchase tickets, call 303-292-6700
or visit www.centralcityopera.org.

an acting bishop.
4. In modern times, abbots are
always chosen by:
a. Election;
b. The pope;
c. The local diocesan bishop.
5. How long do abbots serve?
a. A maximum of five years;
b. It varies by order or houses;

one essential aspect:
a. Abbots are allowed to leave
their house, abbesses are not;
b. Abbots are ordained to the
priesthood, abbesses are not;
c. Abbots can appoint bishops,
abbesses cannot.
9. Historically, abbesses often
exercised powers that raised
some eyebrows. Innocent III told
several abbesses to cease this
custom:

1. The term “abbot” is ultimately
derived from this term, used by
Jesus:

c. For life, like ordination, it is a
permanent change.

a. Botta;
b. A bass;

6. Abbesses are in charge of
certain houses of:

b. Saying Mass without a priest
present;

c. Abba.

a. Nuns;

c. Hearing the confessions of
their nuns.

b. Priests;
2. What is its basic meaning?

c. Converts .

a. A house;
b. A fish;
c. Father.
3. What does “abbot” usually
refer to?

10. In France, “abbe” is used
rather inaccurately for this
group:

7. The term abbess is ancient,
being documented at least from
this century:

a. Buddhist monks;

a. The sixth;

b. Lexicographers;

b. The ninth;

c. Any ordained cleric.

a. An intermediary cleric halfway
between a priest and a bishop;

c. The twelfth.

b. The head of a monastic
community;

8. The abbess and abbot often
have the same rank of major
superior. However, they differ in

c. Any cleric who has served as

a. Wearing skis and slaloming
down the Alps;

11. Why did this custom start?
a. It just shows the revolutionary
ideas of the French Church;
b. It started as an honorific and

just took over as reference to
any cleric;
c. It had to do with the fourth
secret of Fatima.
12. A related medieval tradition
(now defunct) was conferring
the title “abbot” on these as a
mark of respect:
a. Long serving monks;
b. Benefactors;
c. Trees.
13. For some major houses, the
following title is also used in the
West:
a. Abbot et Costello;
b. Archabbot;
c. Abba.
14. In the Church in the East the
term “abbot” is not used. They
often use:
a. Archimandrite or Hegumenos;
b. Kontakion or Iconostasis;
a. Monkocrator or
Panisangelicum.
ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a, 5.b,
6.a, 7.a, 8.b, 9.c, 10.c, 11.b, 12.a,
13.b, 14.a

Opera
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BRIEFS
Study finds more U.S.
Catholics preparing for
diaconate, lay ministry
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate reports that in 2006-07
it identified more permanent deacon candidates and more students
in U.S. lay ecclesial ministry programs than in the previous year.
The number of seminarians in
graduate theological studies during this past academic year was
down slightly. While enrollment
was up in college seminaries, it
was down in high school seminaries. The biggest change was in the
number of people working toward
degrees or certificates for lay ecclesial ministry — 20,240, or 25 percent higher than reported in 200506. CARA, based at Georgetown
University in Washington, has
been tracking U.S. seminary enrollments for 40 years. In more re-
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cent years it also has conducted
annual surveys of enrollment in
deacon and lay ministry formation
programs across the country. The
results of the latest studies appear
in the 2007 edition of the “CARA
Catholic Ministry Formation
Directory,” due out in early June.
CARA provided Catholic News
Service with an advance copy of
the directory’s statistical overviews
of each type of ministry formation
May 30.

Hong Kong cardinal calls
10 years under China
‘series of frustrations’
WASHINGTON (CNS) — For
people in Hong Kong, the first 10
years of Chinese rule has been “a
long series of frustrations,” said
Hong Kong Cardinal Joseph Zen
Ze-kiun. “On the surface, everything is like before,” Cardinal Zen
told Catholic News Service in
Washington May 30. However, he
added, Chinese government authorities “are not keeping their

promises.” For instance, he said,
although universal suffrage is contained in the Basic Law, the miniconstitution that governs Hong
Kong until 2047, Chinese officials
ruled out direct elections of the
Hong Kong chief executive in 2007
and the special administrative region’s legislature in 2008. “They are
always directed by fear,” the cardinal said. “They are full of fear
about Hong Kong people because
we protest” and, “for communists,
anyone who protests is the
enemy.” In May 1989, while Hong
Kong was still under British control, 1 million residents protested
the Chinese crackdown in
Tiananmen Square. Hong Kong reverted to Chinese control and became a special administrative region of China in 1997.

Judge named to chair
National Review Board
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Judge
Michael R. Merz of Dayton, Ohio,
has been named chairman of the
National Review Board. The board
oversees the U.S. bishops’ compliance with the national sexual
abuse and child protection policies they adopted in June 2002.
Merz has been a magistrate judge
of the U.S. District Court of the
Southern District of Ohio since
1984 and the district’s chief magistrate judge since 2004. A member
of the review board since October
2004, as chairman he succeeds
Patricia O’Donnell Ewers, head of
the board since June 2005. Bishop
William S. Skylstad of Spokane,

Wash., president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
announced Merz’s appointment
and named four new board members May 29. The new members
are Dr. Emmet M. Kenney Jr. of
Fargo, N.D.; Diane M. Knight of
Milwaukee; Judge Robert C. Kohm
of New York; and Susan SteibePasalich of Notre Dame, Ind. The
appointments take effect June 1.

Web site allows
Christians to light
candles in Nazareth
JERUSALEM (CNS) — A new
Web site set up by a group of
Palestinian and Cypriot Christians
has allowed thousands of
Christians worldwide to virtually
light a candle at the Church of the
Annunciation in Nazareth. “There
are many Christians who are not
able to come to the Holy Land for
lack of money, lack of time or security considerations. The Web
site allows them, in real time, to
watch as a priest lights a candle in
their name and says their individual prayer,” said Said Salem, the
businessman and tourism consultant who conceived of the idea.
“They can feel like they are in the
Church with the priest lighting the
candle.” The idea for the nonprofit Web site came to him during
Pope John Paul II’s 2000 pilgrimage to the Holy Land, he said,
when friends and acquaintances
abroad began calling him and asking him to light a candle or say a
prayer for them while the pope

visited Nazareth. He came up with
the idea of the Mirezo site —
www.mirezo.com — as a way to
allow these Christians to have
their prayers said at the Greek
Orthodox
Church
of
the
Annunciation. “Mi rezo” means
“my prayer” in Spanish.

Meeting parents of
kidnapped British girl,
pope offers prayers
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI, meeting the parents of a 4-year-old British girl
apparently kidnapped while the
family was on vacation in
Portugal, blessed a photograph of
the little girl and offered his
prayers. Kate and Gerry McCann,
the
Catholic
parents
of
Madeleine, who has been missing since May 3, met the pope at
the end of his weekly general audience May 30 in St. Peter’s
Square. “In ordinary circumstances, of course, it would be the
highlight (in the life) of any
Catholic to come and meet the
pope,” said Gerry McCann, “but it
is saddened with the very marked
realization that our daughter is
still missing.” Madeleine disappeared May 3 from the hotel
room in Praia da Luz, Portugal,
where her family was vacationing. The parents had left
Madeleine and her 2-year-old
twin siblings alone in the room
while they went to dinner in the
hotel restaurant. Police believe
the girl was abducted.
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Catholic schools benefit from Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
BY JOHN GLEASON

Each year Catholics of northern Colorado respond generously to the Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal. The theme of
this year’s appeal, “Open Wide
Your Hearts,” magnifies the importance by which over 50 ministries benefit from the fund, including the Office of Catholic
Schools.
Superintendent
Richard Thompson reflected on
the importance the appeal plays
each year.
“It is absolutely vital to the operation
of
this
office,”
Thompson told the Denver
Catholic Register. “And it’s vital
to serve our schools in today’s
world where there are so many
complexities and issues.”
In a world where children are
bombarded from every angle by
peer pressure to violence on television, Thompson said that
Catholic schools are important
to the direction and the guidance of every child enrolled.
Every year, through generous
help from the appeal, the
schools of the Archdiocese of
Denver respond and deliver to
the commitment made to the
parents and students to cultivate a love for Christ and his
Church and to assist parents in
forming their children in moral
and academic excellence.
“To do that,” Thompson said,

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A TEACHER helps a student at Shrine of St. Anne School in Arvada.
“we need funding.”
Thompson described the investment people make every
year through the appeal. That
investment isn’t limited to helping with the day-to-day operations like paying the electric bill
or purchasing office supplies.
Rather, the investment people
make is to something far more
significant.
“It’s the people, they’re the
real thing,” he said. “It’s the
10,000 students and the 1,000
teachers in the 39 schools in the
Archdiocese of Denver.”

The schools are spread across
the archdiocese from Fort
Collins to Sterling to Glenwood
Springs and in the metro area.
Thompson said that its important for his office to maintain a
“hands-on” presence in the
schools. Funds from the appeal,
he said, ensure that the quality
of education is always at it’s
best.
Parents often make great sacrifices to send their children to
Catholic schools, Thompson
noted, adding that many of
them make an additional sacri-

fice when they contribute to the
appeal. The superintendent appreciates those sacrifices and in
response wants the public to
know that the schools make
every effort to use their resources to the fullest.
“We take our stewardship responsibilities very seriously,”
Thompson said. “Our schools
are built on that kind of stewardship and we do everything
possible to keep our expenses in
line.”
By opening wide their hearts,
Catholics in Colorado consistently respond generously to the
appeal. Thompson knows that
this sacrifice, working in tandem with the best possible, use
of resources, will allow the
Catholic schools to run efficiently, cutting costs where possible while never cutting the effectiveness of service

Technology
From Page 3
“The directors feared what the
teens embrace,” Solo said. “In a
modern world, it seems that
people in the Church, in ministry, must learn how to utilize
these media: how does an iPod
work, what are YouTube or
MySpace and how can we use
them?”
The MyPod Speak presentation goal is to equip people in
youth ministry and religious education to embrace the technologies in which the teens they
want to reach are living, Solo
said, and to use that technology
effectively to spread the Good
News.
MyPod Speak will be held from
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Bonfils
Hall, 1300 S. Steele St. The event
is free. For more information,
visit , or call 303-715-3245.
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Attorneys
The Catholic Lawyers Guild of Colorado
The Guild is a not-for-profit organization of Catholic lawyers
and judges which exists to promote social service, facilitate
education, provide spiritual guidance and foster fellowship.
Those attorneys or judges interested in joining the Guild or
persons interested in retaining attorneys who are members
of the Guild are encouraged to visit our website at
www.colocatholiclawyers.com.

Law Offices of Regina Walsh Adams

Knights of Columbus Council #3340

Archdiocesan Housing, Inc. & Housing
Management Services

Mother Cabrini Shrine
20189 Cabrini Blvd, Golden, CO 80401

303-526-0758
www.mothercabrinishrine.org
Place of prayer & pilgrimage. Retreat facilities available.
Visit our website.

303-830-0215
Sponsors Affordable Housing
www.archhousing.com

Pax Christi Catholic Church

www.kofc3340.org
Weddings, receptions, meetings, birthdays, anniversaries,
sales events.

Family Sites: 3700 Humboldt; 800 S. Monaco; 1300 S. Irving;
1900 S. Raritan; Mt. Loretto Apts. 3101 S. Federal Blvd., Denver,
CO 80236 waiting lists open.

303-799-1036

Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant
Diane Saffer

Elderly/Handicapped: Cathedral Plaza, 1575 Pennsylvania;
Holy Family Plaza, 4300 Vrain; Marian Plaza, 1818 Marion; St.
Martin Plaza, 1300 Bruce Randolph Ave; Madonna Plaza, 6275
Kearney in Commerce City; Higgins Plaza, 1380 Detroit St.
Waiting list for all sites open.

3800 South Windermere

303-789-0132

303-475-2450
www.marykay.com/dsaffer
One-Step Solutions: Make your minutes count with great
multitasking products from Mary Kay. They work wonders for
those times you need a simple solution.

5761 McArthur Ranch Road
Highlands Ranch, CO 80124
www.paxchristi.org
Mass times: Sat. 5:00 p.m.
Sun. 8:30 a.m.., 10:30 a.m., & 6:00 p.m.
Daily mass (M-F) at 9:00 a.m. in Chapel

Respect Life Office
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210

(303) 715-3205, 1-800-713-3021

970-506-3892

Project Rachel - post abortion counseling for Catholic men &
women in the Archdiocese of Denver. Gabriel Project - parish
out reach to pregnant women.

Legal representation for Worker’s Compensation, Social
Security disability, & personal injury cases.

Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust

7251 W. 20th St, Bldg G-1, Greeley

1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210

James E. Gigax
Bloom Murr & Accomazzo, P.C.

303-715-3127
www.seedsofhopetrust.org
Our mission is to make the tremendous benefits of a
Catholic education available to economically disadvantaged
children. Call or visit our website to discover how you can
help us provide more children with assistance!

410 17th Street, Suite 2400, Denver, Colorado 80202

303-534-2277
www.bmalaw.com
Oil and gas royalty disputes, serious personal injuries,
insurance.

Joseph A. Davies, P.C. Attorney at Law

Shalom Denver A Division of Jewish
Family Service

5290 DTC Parkway, Ste. 150
Englewood, CO 80111

2498 W. 2nd Ave., Denver, CO 80223

303-623-0251

303-221-4500

Nondenominational rehab and job placement for people with
disabilities. Facility offers mailing services, packaging and
assembly for businesses and nonprofits. Job training for
people moving from welfare to work.
Daily mass (M-F) at 9:00 a.m. in Chapel.

JADPCLAW@aol.com
Business disputes, real estate, probate, litigation.

Prugh Law Firm, LLC
Wallace D. Prugh

Business Services

598 S. Gilpin St

303-778-1868 Ext. 3
Personal attention for auto accidents & serious injuries.
26 years experience.

M&N Services
1511 W. Alameda

303-744-6201
Major appliance service, furnaces, domestic & comm. air
conditioning, refrigeration, all makes parts, sales & service.

Automotive
Car Wash
West 38th Ave & Jason St, Denver, CO.
32nd Ave & Speer Blvd, Denver, CO.
11919 N. Washington, Northglenn, CO.

303-564-5077
24-hour coin-operated car wash.

Waterworks Car Wash & Detail Center
276 Broadway, Denver

303-733-5349
Full Service Wash - $7.99 & up.
10-12 minutes for complete wash.
Complete detail facilities.

Bridal/Events
Aspen Leaf Studio

NEORADO SIGN & GRAPHICS
303-317-6843
www.neorado.com
Signs, banners, photos, vehicle graphics, site signs,
real estate, window graphics.

Notice

www.myberrytree.com/bt41355
www.automaticbuilder.com/skyhook

303-366-9649
720-217-7968 Cell

Suite Success Cleaners
7777 W. 38th Ave., A112, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

303-423-3776
“When you want to impress.” Quality, full service dry cleaner.
We welcome and recycle hangers. Protect your clothing
–clean your wools before storage.

The Supply Chain Center
Mead, Colorado

303-594-7147

303-485-8271

Affordable, quality, photography for your wedding, HS senior,
family and events.

www.TheSupplyChainCenter.com
Improve your profitability & effectiveness with a program
designed for you. We use proven methods, focused business
skills and Catholic Values.

Butler Rents, Inc.
4455 E. Virginia Ave., Denver, CO. 80246

303-388-5971
www.butlerrents.com
Email at: info@butlerrents.com
One stop shopping for all your party needs.
Tents to tables. We do it all.

Delmonico Hall
3220 Federal Blvd. Denver, CO 80211

720-933-3464 – (720-WEDDING)
Special events hall available for weddings/receptions,
parties, meetings, all types of family functions.

Williams Management
5113 W. 38th Ave., Denver, CO 80212

303-239-0872
jw121050@comcast.net - John M. Williams
Property – Homes – Commercial
Personal Accounting – Manage/Lease your property.

Mountain Housing: Machebeuf Apts. in Glenwood Springs;
Villa Sierra Madre in Silverthorne; Villas de Santa Lucia in
Carbondale; Holy Cross Village in Gypsum. Waiting list for all
sites open.
Applications accepted at 1544 Pearl St. in Denver,
at elderly & mountain sites.

Archdiocesan Office of Black Catholics
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210

303-715-3165
Mary.Leisring@archden.org
http://www.archden.org/black-catholics-ministry/index.html
Experience the richness and warmth of our ethnicity,
cultural values, and deep spirituality through the publication
of a quarterly newsletter, resource bank of speakers, publications, web sites and much more! For more info contact
Mary L. Leisring.

The Word Proclaimed
Westminster
303-426-5464
maddengj@aol.com
Daily Mass readings recorded on CD & tape for the busy
& the blind. Brief thought for the day included.
$7-$10 per month, mailed to your home.

Cemetery/Mortuary
Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO

Catholic Charities
2525 W. Alameda Ave., Denver, CO 80219
www.ccdenver.org

303-742-0828
Email at: info@catholiccharities.com
Adoption, Child Care, Foster Care, Counseling,
Employment Resource Center, Immigration, Senior Services,
Emergency Assistance.

Catholic Marriage Preparation Inc.
Toll-free: 866 425 7193
www.CatholicMarriagePrep.com
Online Marriage Preparation Classes: Satisfies both the
Step 1 and Step 3 for the Archdiocese of Denver. Non stop
summer classes. Online registration.

ENDOW
Educating on the Nature & Dignity of Women
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210

(303) 425-9511
E-Mail mike.wright@archden.org
Established by the Archdiocese of Denver, we offer complete
funeral and cremation services.

Linn Grove Cemetery/City of Greeley
1700 Cedar Ave., Greeley, CO 80631

970-350-9385
www.greeleygov.com
PRE-PLANNING – The wise choice. Easy payment plan with no
interest. A beautiful cemetery!

Mt. Olivet Cemetery
12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO

(303) 424-7785
E-Mail Mike.wright@archden.org
Established by the Archdiocese of Denver, we offer complete
burial and entombment services.

303-715-3224 303-715-3142

St. Simeon Catholic Cemetery

www.endowonline.com
Invites women to join them in responding to JP II's message
of hope, by transforming our culture with the New Feminism.

(720) 859-9785

Jewish Family Service of Colorado
3201 S. Tamarac Dr., Denver, CO. 80231

303-597-5000
Nondenominational services include affordable, individual
and family counseling, senior in-home care, vocational
rehab, food bank, homemaker services for women and single-parent fathers with cancer and people with HIV/AIDS.

22001 E. State Highway 30, Aurora, CO 80018
E-Mail Lloyd.swint@archden.org
Established by the Archdiocese of Denver, we offer complete
burial and inurnment services to Eastern Metro Denver.
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Dining/Entertainment
Arvada Center for Arts and Humanities
6901 Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada, CO 80003

720-898-7200

Finance/Insurance

Bayada Nurses
4155 E. Jewell Ave., Suite #716
Denver, CO. 80222

Capital Lending Group
Dave Gallegos

303-333-2900

333 W. Hampden Ave. #925, Englewood, CO 80110

303-782-0900

3801 E. Florida Ave., Suite #640
Denver, CO. 80210

www.arvadacenter.org
Year-round theater, concerts and dance; art galleries and
museum; art classes in ceramics, dance, acting and more.

303-789-9933
www.clgloans.com
Closing Loans On Time, Under Budget, with No Surprises

sdistefano@bayada.com
RN’s, LPN’s, therapists, CNA’s, HHA’s and live-ins offer skilled,
caring & reliable home care. JCAHO accredited since 1975.

Canino’s Sausage Co, Inc.

Steven L. Paolucci, ChFC

Colorado Insurance Counselors, Inc.

“A Denver Company Since 1925”

303-455-4339
www.caninosausage.com
Canino’s manufactures many varieties of fresh sausage. Our
sausage can be purchased at grocery and club stores.

Home Improvement
A-Atlas Roofing, Inc.
3251 Kassler Pl.

303-288-3726 • 303-426-8032
Since 1960 • Residential • Commercial • New Roofs •
Re-Roofs • Repairs

Alameda Ornamental Iron, Inc.
2305 W. Berry Ave., Littleton, CO 80120

303-797-2305
Provided strategies for Estate Analysis, Insurance and
Retirement Planning.

1383 W. Alameda Ave., Denver, CO 80223

167 Adams St., Denver, CO 80206

303-777-4980

303-394-4000

www.alamedairon.com
Custom ornamental iron since 1949. Rails, fences, gates
security storm doors.

Group Health Insurance for Businesses (not individual).
LARGE GROUP SPECIALIST.

Braconier Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc.

Fortune Valley Hotel & Casino

P.O. Box 1208, Englewood, CO 80150

Central City, CO

303-777-3037

303-716-9769 x 3031

www.braconier.com
Plumbing, heating, A/C, drain clearing. 7-day, 24 hour service.
Schedule service on-line!
Serving the Archdiocese of Denver for 100 years.

Need a unique idea for a fund-raiser or group outing?
Call us today!

Mickey’s Top Sirloin
6 E. 70th Ave, Denver, CO 80221

Champion Window Co. of Denver

303-426-5881

10000 E. 45th Ave., Denver, CO 80238

Steaks hand cut on premises. Great daily specials.

303-375-0745

Elitch Gardens

www.ChampionFactoryDirect.com
Factory Direct pricing on custom manufacturing and
installation. Vinyl replacement windows. Vinyl replacement
siding and patio rooms.

2000 Elitch Circle, Denver, CO 80204

303-595-4386
www.sixflags.com
Discounts available for church groups and non profit organizations. For information call 303-595-4386 ext. 129 or ext. 161.

DeckTec Outdoor Designs
John O’Shea Insurance Agency Inc
6900 E. Belleview #204, Englewood, CO 80111

303-770-3061

Education/Enrichment

www.Osheatoday.com
Auto, home owners and life insurance. 40 Years in business.

Catechetical School

Northwest United Federal Credit Union

1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210

303-715-3157
www.archden.org/catechetical
Adult religious formation. Locations throughout the
Archdiocese of Denver. Visit our website.

Kolacny Music
1900 S. Broadway, Denver, CO 80210

303-722-6081
Band and orchestra instruments, music books, lessons,
accessories. Full service repair shop. Family owned
since 1930.

St. Joan of Arc Early Learning Center
12735 W. 58th Avenue

303-422-4949
Year round age appropriate curriculum. PreschoolKindergarten, child care available.

St. Therese School
1200 Kenton St, Aurora, CO 80010

303-364-7494
stthereseschool.com, email: tsaint4@aol.com
Exemplary Pre-K through 8 Catholic education!
Now enrolling.

6320 Olde Wadsworth, Arvada, CO. 80003
9373 Wigham Street, Thornton, CO. 80029

303-424-5037
www.nufcu.com
Dedicated to serving the Catholic Community’s financial
needs since 1954. Call us first for: savings, checking, IRA’s,
and all types of loans. Big enough to provide.
Small enough to care.

Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
“The Local Company You Can Trust”
Specialists in Strategic Debt Planning
9800 Mt. Pyramid Ct, Ste 400, Englewood, CO. 80112

303-256-5748
Fax 303-256-5746
Toll Free 1-888-240-6758
rspierings@primeres.com
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Refinances and purchase with little or no down. 1sts, 2nds,
FHA & VA. LTV’s to 125%. 10% personal donations to charity.
Randy Spierings, Branch Manager/Mortgage Planner.

Reverse Mortgage of America
9615 E. Arkansas Place
Denver, CO. 80217

Direct: 303-369-0408

Festivals / Fundraising
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
3549 Navajo St., Denver, CO 80211

303-455-0447
Mt. Carmel ANNUAL BAZAAR on July 13, 14 and 15th (Fri., Sat.,
and Sun.) from 5-11 p.m. 36th and Navajo St., Denver

Table Mountain Animal Center
Foundation
4105 Youngfield Service Rd., Golden, CO 80401

303-278-7575 ext. 102
www.tablemountainanimals.org
Help us help the animals! Sept. 22: Dogs, Hogs & Rods: Poker
Run, Rally and Car Show. Jefferson County Fair Grounds.
Sept. 22 & 23: Furry Friends Flea Market, Rummage & Book
Sale. Call or visit our website! Sponsor and vendor
opportunities available.

Dominican Sisters Home Health Agency
of Denver, Inc.
2501 Gaylord St., Denver, CO 80205

303-322-1413
www.dominicansisters.org
In-home nursing care, durable medical equipment loans,
pastoral care, and housekeeping assistance offered to those
without access to other resources. Serving Denver Metro
area since 1923.

All Heart Homecare Inc.
26 W. Dry Creek Circle, Ste. 350, Littleton, CO 80120

303-996-0699
www.allhearthomecare.com
Medical & non-medical homecare services 2-24 hour, live-in &
hourly. RN supervised.
Member BBB & NAHC.

431 W. 84th Ave., Ste 212, Denver, CO.
Commercial brick, block & glass block for over 50 years.

Fransen Pittman General Contractors

Personal medical alarm buttom, home safety for
independent seniors.

303-783-3900

Hearing Associates
1550 S. Potomac #305 Aurora, CO 80012,

303-369-1096.
9397 Crown Crest Blvd. #201 Parker, CO 80138

720-824-1890
Hearing aids, Audiology.

Love n’ Care Service Inc.
1780 S. Bellaire, Ste. 600, Denver, CO 80222

303-504-0313
www.loveandcareservices.com
We offer short or long term senior care & companionship
provided in the comfort of your home or at other adult care
facilities. 24 hour live ins or as little as 3 hours minimum
with your loved one, everyday or just once in a while.
We pride ourselves in offering non medical homecare
and hospice support at costs families can accord.

www.stanthonyhosp.org
Level I trauma center specializing in cardiology, neurosciences and orthopedic care.

Healthcare

Eatherton Masonry, Inc.

303-770-2227

Robert Sweeney – American Republic
www.americanrepublic.com
Self Employed? Business Owners?
Are health insurance premiums making you sick!
Three year rate lock offered!

www.decktec.com
Custom decks and patios. Sunrooms & additions. Deck
refinishing and repair. Free design consultation. Great
refs., satisfaction guaranteed.

P.O. Box 371726, Denver, CO 80237

St. Anthony Central Hospital

720-771-1611

303-277-1550

303-428-0811

Gold Eagle Systems

E-mail: sclements9615@aol.com
Reverse Mortgage, over 8 years experience. Senior homeowners 62+. FHA insured.

511 W.C.R. 28, Longmont, CO 80504

16002 W. 4th Ave, Golden, CO 80401

23 Inverness Way East, Suite 250, Englewood, CO. 80112
www.fransenpittman.com
General contractor and construction manager for commercial Construction and light industrial, both new and remodel.

Kitchen Creations, LTD.
2266 S. Broadway

303-282-7007
www.kitchencreationsltd.com
Kitchen & bath cabinets, counter tops, appliances,
remodeling/new construction.

Kitchen Gallery, LTD.
66 S. Logan Street, Denver, CO. 80209

303-744-9110
Full service for renovating kitchen & bath.
Design and installation for new construction.

Major Heating Air Conditioning &
Geothermal

4231 W. 16th Ave. Denver, CO 80204

6285 W. 48th Avenue, Wheatridge
& Steamboat Springs, CO.

303-629-3511

303-424-1622; 970-870-0983

St. Anthony North Hospital
2551 W. 84th Ave. Westminster, CO 80031

303-426-2151
www.stanthonyhosp.org
Full service acute care hospital specializing in women's services, cardiology and emergency care.

Tender Loving Care
2075 S. University Blvd., #259
Denver, CO 80210

303-758-2553
BBB Gold Award Home care service for the elderly in their
homes. Light housekeeping, laundry, personal care. 3 – 24 Hrs
in Home Care. Bonded. Free assessment. Affordable care.

Heating & air conditioning systems, residential/commercial.
Geothermal design & installation.

Mile High Statuary
5048 Morrison Road Denver, CO. 80219

303-934-3244
Makers of more than 1600 fine concrete garden statuary.
Bird baths, fountains, religious statues.

Mile High Tree Care, Inc.
“God makes ‘em, we shape ‘em”

303-292-9393
Trimming/removals/stump removal/planting. Deep root
water-feed/insect disease control, shrub care. Free est.
senior discounts. VISA, MC.
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2007 Business Directory

DO YOU SEE THE NAMES OF YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS HERE?
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY AND CHOOSE A CATHOLIC REGISTER ADVERTISER FOR YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS.
Roberts Drapery Cleaners &
Manufacturers, Inc.
Brilliant Window Solutions
2335 S. Platte River Dr, Denver, CO 80223

Creator Mundi - Religious Goods

Comprehensive Health Care Inc.

Panorama Pointe

2910 E. Third Ave., Denver, CO. 80206
Cherry Creek North
www.creatormundi.com

3521 S. Logan St. Englewood, CO 80113

2590 W. 83rd Way, Westminster, CO 80031

303-730-9644

303-487-8200
Panoramic View! Enjoy the comfort of a maintenance free
patio home. 6 styles, one level, attached garages. Activities
in our beautiful community center, soon adding apartment
and assisted living to become a complete retirement
campus.

303-934-4599

303-322-1901

www.robertsdrapery.com
Design, fabrication, motorization, installation, cleaning.
Commercial & residential.

Gallery of sacred art, music & literature.

Professionals providing complete, affordable.
Home Health Care Services since 1989.
Member of St. Louis Parish.

Dreamcatcher Alpacas

Dayton Place Retirement Community

30497 Sunset Trl. Pine CO 80470

1950 S. Dayton Street

Secure-All

303-816-7173

303-751-5150

4300 W. 38th Avenue

Hand spun alpaca yarn.
Alpaca products: scarves, hats, shawls, throws, etc.

Info@DaytonPlace.com
We offer independent and assisted living that’s comfortable
& affordable and has a full range of services and all the
amenities, including 3 meals daily, medication assistance,
paid utilities, weekly housekeeping & laundry service.

6550 Yank Way, Arvada, CO 80004

Elderlink Companion Care, Inc.

St. Andrew’s Village

11757 W. Ken Caryl Ave.,
F-314; Littleton, CO 80127

13801 E. Yale Ave., Aurora, CO 80014

303-734-0641
www.elderlinkcare.com
Providing metro Denver with quality and affordable homecare since 1988. Member BBB, locally owned and operated.
Call for info or a free consultation.

www.standrewsvillage.us
Independent Living apartments, restaurant-style dining, pool,
fitness center & spa, theater, library, The Village Shops and
priority access to on-campus Assisted Living, Skilled-Nursing
and Medicare.

The Gardens at Columbine

Villas at Sunny Acres

5130 W. Ken Caryl Ave.
(corner of Ken Caryl and Platte Canyon)

2501 E. 104th Ave., Thornton, CO. 80233

303-973-5115

www.centuraseniors.org
Senior Living community offering independent living
apartments and cottages, assisted living, skilled nursing
and memory care on our beautiful, 64 acre campus.

303-458-5577
www.securitydoorsonline.com
Quality steel security storm doors – family owned
and operated since 1975.

SlaterPaull Architects
One Park Central, Ste 400,
1515 Arapahoe St., Denver, CO 80202

Family Travel Gear
Denver Based Online Retailer

303-507-1339
www.familytravelgear.com
Products to assist parents traveling with specials needs
and typical kids.

303-607-0977
www.slaterpaull.com
Architectural and planning services for faith-based clients.

Gerken’s Religious Supply
1175 Santa Fe Dr., Denver, CO 80204

303-534-8233

Real Estate
Diversified Housing
Management Corporation
3430 So., Jellison Ct. Lakewood, CO 80227

303-986-4705
1. Home Builder
2. Subdivision
3. UBC Modulars

www.gerkens.com
COMPLETE line of religious articles: Bibles, rosaries,
crucifixes, books, music, icons, statuary, wedding gifts and
much more. Open Mon.-Sat. 9:00-5:30.

General Hardware
660 S. Broadway, Denver, CO 80209

303-777-7799
Denver’s best stocked and staffed hardware store.

www.gardensatcolumbine.com
A beautiful assisted living community offering friendship,
a loving atmosphere, privacy, gardens and walkways,
24 hour nursing.

Springwood Retirement Campus
303-424-6550
Cottages, independent apartments, assisted living,
Alzheimer’s care. Choose the lifestyle you desire. Delivering
award winning service for three decades.

303-695-8100

303-255-4151

Travel & Tours

Harvest Realty - Metro Brokers
303-280-3680

PrimeTime Tours

FHharvest@aol.com
Bank owned/hud homes.
Selling homes – new builts
Resell – Mtn land – some commercial

303-988-8732

12081 W. Alameda Pkwy., #266, Lakewood, CO 80228
email: Pttours@comcast.net
Santa Fe Opera: August 3-5, 2007
Durango-Silverton Train/Mesa Verde: September 24-27, 2007
Get tour details: 303-988-8732

Lisa Bush Sells Homes
Home Real Estate

303-906-3200
LisaBushSellsHomes.com
A Caring Realtor You Can Rely On
SW Metro Specialists, Staging & Marketing Expertise
Active Member, St. Frances Cabrini Parish

Prudential Colorado Real Estate
John Ramos, Broker Associate
360 S. Monroe St., Ste. 500, Denver, CO 80209

303-931-5587
jjramos@pcrehomes.com
Commercial, residential, investment, 1031 exchange,
tenant-in-common investments (TICS).

Honey Bear Fruit Basket Company
www.honeybearbaskets.com

(720) 255-7325
You can now view the entire
Denver MLS online at:
www.lechrealty.com

303-964-3804

Fruit & Gourmet baskets and gifts.
Metro Denver Area delivery, nationwide shipping.

www.centuraseniors.org
Senior living community offering independent living,
assisted living, memory care, secured unit, respite care,
day club, daily Mass.

TUPPERWARE
joannie818@aol.com
Tower of Bowls ten for $68.00
CALL NOW!

The Twisted Tulip
300 Fillmore St., Cherry Creek North, Denver

Vigil and Associates, Inc.
1835 S. Federal Blvd., Denver, CO 80219

303-937-6302

303-355-6996
www.twistedtulip.com
Unusual, elegant and unique florals, gifts and décor.

move2denver.com
Real estate and mortgage lending service. One Stop Shop.

Senior Services

Retail/Specialty
Audio Consultant Services, Inc.
4990 E. Asbury Ave., Denver, CO 80222

303-296-1885
www.audio-consultants.com
Sound system rentals, sales, installation. Acoustical
treatments. Audio transfers/duplication.

Adventure Research

Renee@adventureResearch.com
Louisville, CO

303-641-8412
What’s your family story? Now’s the time to write it down.
I can help!

All Heart Homecare Inc.
26 W. Dry Creek Circle, Ste. 350, Littleton, CO 80120

Bonnie Brae Wine & Liquor Mart
785 S. University, Denver, CO 80209

303-733-7261
Full-service for all occasions. Liquor, wine & beer.
Wines from all over the world!

2835 W. 32nd Ave, Denver, CO 80211

303-297-3390, 1-888-330-2327

303-422-6126

Rolland Lech, Broker

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth

303-996-0699
www.allhearthomecare.com
Medical & non-medical homecare services 2-24 hour, live-in &
hourly. RN supervised.
Member BBB & NAHC.

Harvard Square Retirement Community
10200 E. Harvard Ave., Denver, CO. 80231

303-696-0622
www.leisurecare.com
Restaurant style meals, housekeeping, transportation,
utilities, assisted living services. Five Star fun.

Kentucky Circle Village
4901 E. Kentucky Circle, Denver, CO 80246

303-756-5218
Independent living in a neighborhood of caring for people
over 55. Courtyard apartments, campus apartments, many
amenities. Call for tour or information or visit us at
www.kentuckycirclevillage.com.

Morning Star Assisted Living
5344 So. Kipling Parkway

303-972-3030
info@morningstarseniorliving.com
Casting a new light on assisted living. Secured area for
memory care. Spacious studio, one and two bedroom suites.
Full range activities and meals. Residence will enjoy personalized care, medication monitoring, housekeeping, laundry
and more.
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Catholic Charities’ workshop offers
information on becoming a foster parent
BY JOHN GLEASON

If you have a loving home to
share with a child, Catholic
Charities Denver would like to
help you become a foster parent.
On May 23 an information
meeting was held at the John
Paul II Center for people interested in learning about becoming foster parents. The workshop was one of several the
agency plans to hold.
The meeting was conducted
by Cheryl Garcia, foster care program coordinator for Catholic
Charities Denver. It consisted of
a talk and multi-media presentation on what it takes to become a
foster parent and some stories
from people who’ve been foster
parents for year.
Children deserve a safe environment in which to grow up.
Unfortunately, many don’t get
this basic need. Every year,
nearly 30,000 children in
Colorado are reported as abused
or neglected. Through the court
system, these children are removed from these dangerous
environments and placed in foster care homes comprised of
men and women who open their
homes and their hearts to these
children who have no place else
to go.
Garcia told the Denver
Catholic Register that there is always a need for foster parents.
Even though there is training to
go through and safety and background checks that must be
complied with, fortunately, there
are always people who respond.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
FOSTER CARE AND
FOSTER ADOPT
More information: call 303-7420828, Ext. 610

“People are interested in hearing about how to become a part
of this program,” she said. “At
the meeting they learn an
overview of the foster care program, the requirements to become certified and the training
required.”
Foster parents come from all
walks of life. According to
Garcia, Catholic Charities looks
for people with patience and endurance who can commit to the
children and the program. In
applying to become a foster parent, candidates go through formal training sessions, which include first aid training and CPR.
Other processes required of applicants include background
checks, school references, verification of employment and interviews with all members of the
family.
“We want to know the environment the children will be
going into,” Garcia said. “What
do others in the house think
about this program?”
Catholic Charities has two
programs: foster care and foster
adoption. The foster care program is for children 18 years of
age and under whose stay in foster care could be as little as one
day. The adoption program is for

families interested in adopting
children who are in foster care.
Lori Begger became a foster
parent seven years ago and
ended up adopting four of the
children who came to live with
her and her husband Gerard.
She spoke at the meeting about
their journey and what it has
done for their family.
“We found out about the program in the church bulletin,” she
said, “and it just seemed to appeal to us. We applied to
Catholic Charities and became
one of the first parents licensed
through the program.”
Begger said that she and her
husband got involved at first
simply to help. They saw a need
to get kids into a safe environment so they could see what a
real home was like. They never
thought that foster care would
turn into adoption.
“We were called to do it and
great things have come out of it,”
she said.
But for all the devotion and
time invested, for all the requirements to be fulfilled and training
to go through, and with all the
joy that comes from being a part
of someone’s life, Begger saves
her highest praise for the people
and the program at Catholic
Charities.
“There are so many things that
go on, you have to have someone to stand with you, to guide
you,” Begger said. “To have an
agency like Catholic Charities
that stands behind you 100 percent is great. I wouldn’t have
been able to do it without them.”

BRIEF

Seminar to explore adoption and foster care options
The Respect Life ministry of
St. Louis Parish in Louisville will
host Adoption Option, an upcoming information seminar on
adoption and foster parenting.
The event will feature speakers
from adoption and foster care
agencies as well as current foster
parents who will share their stories. There will be time after the
presentation to browse the
agency tables to get questions
answered and pick up information brochures.
Agencies participating in
Adoption
Option
include
Catholic Charities Child Welfare
Services,
Boulder
County
Adoption and Foster Care
Programs, Adoptions Alliance,
Creative
Adoption
and
International Adoption Net.
Following the talks a question
and answer session will be held.
Those attending will be treated
to a continental breakfast and
free childcare is available.
Michelle Maile, director of
Child Welfare Services for

Catholic Charities, said her
agency is participating in
Adoption Option to get the word
out that there is a need for more
families who can embrace children in need of homes.
“I know the families are out

there,” she said.
Adoption Option will be held
from 8:30 a.m. to noon June 16
in Benedict Hall at St. Louis
Church, 902 Grant Ave. in
Louisville. For information call
303-664-1866.

BRIEFS
Annual Heart and Soul
benefit set June 11

“Out of Exile” is the theme for
the eagerly anticipated annual
Heart and Soul: Evening of
Inspiration. The event is set for 7
p.m. June 11 at Most Precious
Blood Church, 2200 S. Colorado
Blvd. Proceeds will support the
ministry of the Colorado
Vincentian Volunteers.
The organization serves the
poor, elderly, homeless, developmentally challenged and troubled youths of Denver through
full-time, year-round efforts of
young adult volunteers.
Via inspirational words and
song, Father Patrick Dolan will
share what it means to be in exile
today. Also performing will be the
Medicinal Strings, a talented
group of singers and musicians
whose mission is to offer songs
and stories of hope. Also featured will be the nationally
known
Celtic-folk
group
Colcannon.
For Colcannon’s Mick Bolger,
the Heart and Soul program
brings a bit of life full circle. At
age 11, Bolger made his first public performance in Carnew
County, Wicklow, Ireland.
“Admission was a penny, which

we donated to the local St.
Vincent De Paul Society,” recalled
Bolger. “And so I meet up with
friends of St. Vincent once again
these many years later.”
Ticket donations: $20 adult, $5
child. Patron and family prices
also available. Call 303-691-2778.

Ethnic dinner to aid
Franciscan ministries

The fifth annual Tastes of the
Continents Dinner is set from
noon to 3 p.m. June 10 at the
Dayspring Villa Dining Center,
3777 W. 26th Ave. The festival
features signature foods of
Chinese, Greek, Hungarian,
Mexican, Middle Eastern, Italian
and American restaurants.
Tickets, available at the door, are
$10 and are good for five different food items — salad, rice,
beans and dessert are included.
A silent auction is part of the festivities.
The annual fundraising event
supports
the
Wheaton
Franciscan Sisters ministries in
Colorado, particularly housing
complexes at Francis Heights,
Dayspring Villa and Clare
Gardens, all in northwest
Denver, and Clare of Assisi
Place-Villa
Maria
in
Westminster. For more information, call 303-433-6268, Ext. 224.
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Catholic Biblical School graduates 78 students
Denver institution
celebrates 24th
commencement
BY MARY NOLAN

For the 78 graduates of the
Denver Catholic Biblical School,
a journey that began four years
ago culminated the evening of
May 18 with their graduation
and Mass at Our Lady of Fatima
Church in Lakewood.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., celebrated the Mass
and presided over the school’s
24th graduation.
Although the students, representing 33 parishes throughout
the archdiocese, had attended
120 weeks of classes, studied
every book in the Bible, completed 112 homework assignments, attended at least four
days of prayer and passed eight
exams, they still laughed nervously when Archbishop Chaput
began his homily by announcing that there would be a quiz.
His questions were dutifully
answered, but the prelate pointed out that there often is more
than one interpretation of
Scripture. Understanding the
varied meanings, as these students had come to do in the

PHOTO PROVIDED

ARCHBISHOP CHARLES J.
CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP., congratulates a graduate of the Catholic
Biblical School. The ceremony
saw 78 students successfully finish the four-year program.
course of their studies, gives
them the tools of knowledge,
faith and courage to overcome
fears that can keep them from
being faithful to God’s call.
Archbishop Chaput encouraged
the graduates to be open to
God’s word whenever it is presented to them.
“We enter into the heart of

God by studying Scripture,” he
said, adding he did not know of
a better program for doing that
than the Catholic Biblical
School.
Tim Gray, who was named the
school’s director when this
year’s graduates entered the
program, spoke of a special
fondness for this class, whose
members embraced Scripture
study not only with enthusiasm
but also with great patience and
honesty as the school’s curriculum underwent a period of restructuring over the past four
years.
Graduates said they were
grateful to have studied with
Gray and other gifted teachers
who are new to the school, and
to be one of the last classes to
benefit from the faith and
knowledge of longtime teachers
Kathy McGovern and Ben Lager.
The married couple is leaving
the school to establish the St.
Jerome Mission in Juarez,
Mexico. The mission aims to
build both a biblical school and
a retreat center for prayer, spiritual enrichment and cultural exchange in Juarez.
The four-year course offered
by the Catholic Biblical School
explores every book of the Bible
through weekly two-hour classes that combine small group
discussion with lectures. The

students are required to complete written assignments each
week and pass semester and
final exams - usually while also
meeting the demands of fulltime jobs and busy families, as
well as actively participating in
parish life.
Different facets of the school
appealed to each graduate, with
many citing the lectures as their
favorite part of the program.
Others said their faith knowledge grew as a result of the program.
“It has really deepened and affirmed my Catholic faith,” said
Lisa Gross of Our Lady of Fatima
Parish in Lakewood.
“The Mass is so much richer
now,” added Lauri Colbert of St.
Thomas More Parish in
Centennial. “I hear the readings
and I know their context. I’m
more fully present at Mass.”
While many of the graduates
expressed a desire to take some
time off from homework, almost
all of them expected to continue
their studies at the Catholic
Biblical School.
Margaret
Musgrove of Our Lady of Fatima
said she is anxious to begin one
of the school’s graduate courses
in the fall, while Corine
O’Donnell of Shrine of St. Anne
in Arvada was one of several students who plans to audit the entire four-year course again.

Organizers: home educator’s conference to be biggest, best yet
BY JOHN GLEASON

A conference for those considering home schooling or already involved is quickly approaching.
The eighth annual Rocky
Mountain
Catholic
Home
Educators Conference will be held
June 21-23 at the Holiday Inn DIA.
The theme of this year’s conference is “Teaching the Art of
Living.”
The conference is made up of
presentations and discussions
centered around Catholic home
schooling. Sessions will focus on
teaching spirituality and virtue to
children and there will also be sessions devoted to the education of
special needs children and the
place of fathers in this environment. More than 50 vendors and
exhibitors will also be on hand —
from religious orders to curriculum venders — and all sessions
will be recorded for purchase after
the convention
Florence Sebern is vice chairman of the organization. The conference, she said, will bring to bare
the face of home schooling.
“People will see how different
this can be,” she said. “But they’ll
also see that it’s our desire to educate our children in the Catholic
tradition; that is what drives those
who home school.”
What started as a loose-knit organization has grown steadily into

COMPOSER AND PIANIST Eric
Genuis will be performing a special concert at a banquet for the
Rocky Mountain Catholic Home
Educators Conference at 5:15
p.m. June 22. Cost: $35 per
person. Separate reservations
for this event must be made by
downloading a form from the
convention Web site (www.rmchec.org) and returning it by
June 12.
what Sebern describes as the regional conference in the nation on
home schooling. Actual numbers
of how many children remain
home schooled is unknown, but
judging from the annual increase
in the number of people attending, Sebern knows there are many.

“For several
years, we held
the conference
at
Bishop
Machebeuf
High School.
They were very
gracious,” she
said. “But feedELIZABETH
back told us
FOSS
that
people
wanted more sessions on a broader variety of subjects and that led
us to move to a bigger location.
Last year a lot people attended
from out of state. This year we expect even more.”
Some of the topics covered at
this year’s conference include
breakout sessions on children’s attitudes and early childhood awareness, the effects of modern media
on culture, and the most frequently asked questions people have
about home schooling.
“We’re getting the chance to
open up to many topics,” Sebern
said. “This is excellent for beginners — those who are thinking
about or just getting into home
schooling. But we’ll have sessions
on the education of special needs
children and just how a parent can
go about evaluating their children
from a learning standpoint.”
Among the speakers will be Kelly
Roper, consultant for Mother of
Divine Grace School home study
program, and author and colum-

nist Elizabeth Foss, a mother of
eight and longtime contributor to
the Arlington Catholic Herald and
Catholic Exchange who will speak
on “Perfections is God’s Business.”
“We spend time and energy
searching for perfection,” Foss told
the Denver Catholic Register by
telephone. “Jesus did say, ‘Be perfect,’ but that means we’re to tend
toward his paradigm of perfection,
not the human one. You just have
to answer his call. He’ll give you
the grace to do the job well.”
Also attending will be Bishop
Michael Sheridan of the Diocese of
Colorado Springs. He will be talking one-on-one with the youths
enrolled in the teen track and will
celebrate the closing Mass on
Saturday afternoon.
“Both Archbishop (Charles)
Chaput and Bishop Sheridan have
expressed tremendous support for
us,” Sebern said. “We’re very grateful for that.”
Schedule and registration can
be
made
online
at
www.rmchec.org or by calling 303279-2452. Those wishing to attend
are encouraged to register in advance, as the cost will be slightly
higher at the door.
“Working in this organization
has been rewarding and humbling,” Sebern said. “We’re excited
about our new location and bigger
variety. We hope to see many people there.”

CNS PHOTO BY GREGORY L. TRACY, THE PILOT

Conference to
focus on the
Eucharist
BY JOHN GLEASON

The archdiocesan Office of
Liturgy will present a daylong
liturgical
conference,
“The
Sacrament of Charity” on June 9
in Bonfils Hall at the John Paul II
Center. The presentation and discussion will be led by Sister Esther
Mary Nickel, R.S.M., professor of
sacred liturgy and sacramental
theology at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary.
The program, which is open to
all, will cover an examination of
the celebration of the Mass and
provide information on liturgical
directives, their intent and purpose.
“This will be a presentation on
the post-synodal document,
‘Sacramentum Caritatis,’” Sister
Nickel said, referring to Pope
Benedict XVI’s apostolic exhortation. Translated, the document’s
title means, “Sacrament of
Charity.”
The presentation will explore
the Eucharist in three parts: a theological treatment, the celebration of the Mass, and living the
sacrament.
The introduction of the program addresses how the Eucharist
is the gift that Jesus makes of himself, revealing God’s love for every
man and woman. Sister Nickel
said she hopes that those who attend the conference will come
away with not only a deeper appreciation for the celebration of
the Eucharist, but also with a
sense of responsibility to share its
graces.
“Having received the sacrament
of charity ourselves,” Sister Nickel
said, “then how do we extend the
fruit of that sacrament in terms of
our charity towards one another?”
The conference will be held
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The John
Paul II Center is located at 1300 S.
Steele St. Cost is $10, which includes lunch and materials.
Registration forms can be found
online at www.archden.org
through the Office of Liturgy. For
more information, call 303-7153162.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Community of the Beatitudes: Mass,
healing service, potluck and Israeli
dances. St. Catherine of Siena
Church, 4200 Federal Blvd. Call 720855-9412.
June 9: 4 p.m.
Byzantine Divine Liturgy: Guardian
Angels Church, 15179 Weld County
Road 7, Mead.
June 10: 2:30 p.m.
Corpus Christi Procession: St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd. Call Helen, 303-4772312.
June 10: 11:30 a.m.
Solemnity of Corpus Christi:
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap. will celebrate. Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St. A procession of the Blessed
Sacrament will follow the Mass.
June 10: 12:30 p.m.
Eucharistic Vocational Discernment
Holy Hour: for single men and
women, 18 to 35. Adoration and scriptural reflection. Little Sisters of the
Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave. Refreshments
will follow. Call Sister Carolyn, 303594-7420.
June 12: 7:30 p.m.
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for children.
Worship, songs, prayer and special
teaching. St. Frances Cabrini
Adoration Chapel, 6673 W. Chatfield
Ave., Littleton. Call 303-979-6756.
Sundays: 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Holy Hour for Vocations: with Father
Marc Mallick. St. Thomas More, 8035
S. Quebec St., Centennial.
Every Sunday: 7:30 p.m. - 8:30
p.m.
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for children.
Worship, songs, prayer and special
teaching. St. Frances Cabrini
Adoration Chapel, 6673 W. Chatfield
Ave., Littleton. Call 303-979-6756.
Sundays: 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Rosary for Peace: Light of the World
Parish, 10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton.
Every Wednesday: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Summer Bazaar: Ascension Parish,
14050 Maxwell Place. Live entertainment, dancing, food and games. Call
303-373-4950.
June 9 - 10
Trash and Treasure Sale: sponsored
by the Altar and Rosary Society of Our
Lady of Fatima Parish, 10530 W. 20th
Ave., Lakewood. Call Janet, 303-2321955.
June 8: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
June 9: 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
June 10: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Taste of the Continents Dinner: a variety of ethnic foods. Dayspring Villa,
3777 W. 26th Ave. Cost: $10. Call

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Sister Theresa, 303-433-6268.
Proceeds support the Franciscan
Sisters ministries.
June 10: 3 p.m.
Music and Dinner: offered by the choir
of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. Grant
Humphries Mansion, 770 Pennsylvania
St. Cocktails, dinner and performance
of operatic arias. $100 per person.
Call Cecilia Nam, 303-556-8667.
June 12: 6:30 p.m.
Tiger Golf Classic: to benefit Holy
Family High School. Broadland’s Golf
Course, 4380 W. 144th Ave.,
Broomfield. Breakfast, range balls,
goodie bags, and awards luncheon.
Call Marianne, 303-410-1411.
June 15
Park Hill Garden Tour: visit with Park
Hill neighborhood gardeners showcasing their personalized yard spaces.
Call for tickets, 303-377-6828.
June 16: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cathedral Alumni Luncheon: Elk’s
Club, 1455 Newland St., Lakewood.
Call Lila Friel, 303-757-3282.
June 21: 11:30 a.m.
Greek Festival: sponsored by
Assumption of the Theotokos
Orthodox Cathedral. Live music and
dancing, Greek art, jewelry, crafts and
food. Admission: $1. Call 303-3889314.
June 22: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.
June 23: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.
June 24: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Golf Scramble and Tournament: to
support Saints Peter and Paul School.
Westwoods Golf Course, 6655 Quaker
St. Arvada. Cost: $125. Call David
Girtin, 303-431-9656.
June 25: 8 a.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Liturgical Conference: “The
Sacrament of Charity.” Sister Esther
Mary Nickel, R.S.M., will examine the
celebration of the Mass and provide
information on recent liturgical directives. JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.
$10, includes lunch and materials. Call
303-715-3162.
June 9: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
The Tree of Life: a Franciscan mini-retreat, with potluck and prayer.
Marycrest Retreat Center, 2851 W.
52nd Ave. Call Mary Ann, 303-4770408.
June 12: 6 p.m.
Life in the Spirit Seminar: St.

Catherine of Siena Church, 4500
Federal Blvd. Experience new life in
the Spirit with Father Pat Rearden and
Phil Perez. Cost: $10. Call 303-2277318.
June 15: 6:30 p.m.
June 16: 8:30 p.m.
Adoption as an Option: an informational seminar on adoption and foster
care. St. Louis Catholic Church, 208
Grant Ave., Louisville. Call Brenda,
303-664-1866.
June 16: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Rocky Mountain Home Educators
Conference: Holiday Inn at DIA, 15500
E. 40th Ave. Speaker include
Elizabeth Foss, Eric Genuis and Bishop
Michael Sheridan. Call 303-279-2452.
June 21 - 23

SINGLES
Summer Sock Hop: sponsored by the
Archdiocesan Catholic Singles CORE
Team. St. Michael the Archangel
Catholic Church, 19099E. Floyd Ave.,
Aurora. Cost: $15. Call Kathy, 303-3717923.
June 9: 6:30 p.m.
Baja Nights: sponsored by Columbine
Catholic Singles, St. Frances Cabrini
Parish, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. Casual dress. Call Joan,
303-979-6581.
June 16: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

YOUNG ADULTS
Challenge Camp Summit: a Catholic
leadership camp for girls, 11 - 16. call
Lisa Wrona, 303-877-1810 or visit
www.challengeclub.org.
June 18 - 23

PILGRIMAGES
Germany and Austria: with Father
David Blue Jacket of Spirit of Christ
Parish. Call 303-794-3747.
Sept. 4 - 15
Sound of Music Tour: led by Father
Michael Pavlakovich. Visit sites associated with the musical “The Sound of
Music.” Innsbruck, Salzburg, Vienna
and Munich. Call Doris, 303-973-3969.
Nov. 2 - 11
Pilgrimage to Poland: led by Father
Piotr Mozdyniewicz of St. Joseph
Parish, Fort Collins. Visit Lagiewniki
Sanctuary of Divine Mercy, Wawel Hill,
Auschwitz, Wadowice and the Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa. Call 970663-0663.
Sept. 10 - 20
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AVE MARIA CATHOLIC CHURCH in Parker Colorado
HOME CAREGIVERS MAINTENANCE (PT)
individual to do light
is seeking a Director of Young Adult/Youth Ministry. The general purpose
Experienced
maintenance such as
of this position is to coordinate and oversee Young Adult/Youth Ministry
carpet cleaning, change
programs from 6th - 12th grade levels and for young adults who have
non-medical
out light bulbs, sweeping,
graduated from high school. The position will also require the
etc. for Westminster
coordination of the sacramental process of Confirmation.
caregivers to
retirement community.
Education:
Bachelors or Masters in pastoral ministry, youth ministry,
Flexible hours
assist elderly in
religious education, theology. This position will close July 1, 2007.
(approx. 20-25 per week).
their homes. PT/FT Communication skills a A complete job description and application can be obtained in the parish
HELP
office Monday-Friday during business hours, or by emailing:
must. Ask for Randy 303-343-9900
WANTED
jmenicucci@avemariaonline.org.
PH 303-426-9090
Assistant Manager
Development Director
St. Joseph Parish in Pueblo
Couple
The St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center at the

University of Colorado is looking for a person to Good for retired couple
Part Time, weekends,
develop, cultivate and maintain relationships
with prospective and current major annual bene- vacation relief at Self
factors. Providing strong, creative and energetic Storage in Arvada. Drug
leadership the Development Director will person- screen/credit check
required.
ally represent the Catholic Center’s ministry and
Will train. Salary + 2
take an active role in supporting an expanded
fund development program. The ideal candidate bedroom apartment.
will have development experience and a demon- Call 303-422-7886.
strated track record of identifying, cultivating
and involving benefactors. Further, the successful candidate will possess superb communication
skills, maturity, a professional presentation and
the ability to ignite passion on the part of major
benefactors and volunteers in support of
Catholic campus ministry and its mission.
Please send cover letter and resume to:
Father Kevin Augustyn at
frkevinaugustyn@yahoo.com or fax to
303-443-8399 or call 303-443-8383
for more information.

PAYMENTS GOING UP?
* Have HELOCs or ARMs whose rate and payments
keep increasing?
* Have a negative amortization ARM where your balance is
going up and your equity is going down?
* Have high interest credit card and other non-tax
deductible debt with huge payments?
Now is the time to FIX your problem with a new FIXED RATE
mortgage. Let me put together a strategic debt plan integrated
into your overall financial plan to show how we can maximize
your wealth. For a FREE, no cost, no obligation analysis
valued at $200 please give me a call at…

303-256-5748
Randy Spierings
Strategic Debt Planner - Englewood Branch
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
"The Local Company You Can Trust"
Toll Free - 888-240-6758
rjspierings@comcast.net
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

XR

is looking for a full-time Director of Religious Education. The position
includes coordination of religious education Pre-K through grade eight;
coordination and formation of catechists; coordination of High School
confirmation; and coordination of youth ministry in a parish of about
800 to 1000 families. Applicants should be practicing catholics with
experience or training in catechesis and formation.
If interested please contact Fr. Derrek Scott at St. Joseph Parish,
Pueblo, CO 81006, (719) 544-1886.

School Nurse - Commerce City Area
If you love to work with children and adolescents and enjoy working in a Community Health
setting, this exciting School Nurse position is for
you. No weekend, night or holiday duty. Position
begins August 2007. Spanish speaking helpful.
BSN required. Send resume to: Community
Health Services, 4675 E. 69th Avenue,
Commerce City, CO 80022, fax: 303-289-7378,
e--mail: bpepin@acsd14.k12.co.us

A

~Great Live Band!!~
For Weddings, Parties,
Fundraisers, Benefit Concerts
R
H
970-593-0768
interstatecowbooy@msn.com

F. Thomas Fiedler
PianoTuner/Technician

WARNING –DON’T BUY A HOME
WITHOUT READING THIS FREE REPORT
“10 Secrets to Successful Homebuying”
whether you’re a first time buyer or a move up buyer.
To get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 Ext. 3333

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com.
This is a no obligation community service hotline sponsored
by Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

alamoalto@katewwdb.com

144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

FOR SALE
OR RENT
LAKEWOOD HUD HOME
Large Over 2000 Sq Ft. Total
4 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath,
Partialy finished basement.
Only $144,500
Many others, all areas, all prices.
Bob Schimpf 720-339-6525.
Remax Infinity

SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
This is a no-obligation community service.
Hotline sponsored by FM Free Mortgage Info., Inc.

Regis University offers exciting career opportunities at:
https://jobs.regis.edu. Computers can be accessed at many
public libraries as well as the Regis Department of Human
Resources (3333 Regis Blvd - West Hall).
Regis University, with more than 16,000 students, is comprised of Regis College, the School for Professional Studies,
and the Rueckert-Hartman School for Health Professions.
The University is recognized by U. S. News & World Report as
a Top School in the West and is one of 28 Catholic Jesuit
colleges and universities throughout the United States. In
addition to the main campus in N.W. Denver, CO, Regis has
campus locations in the DTC, Longmont, Broomfield, Colorado
Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora and Las Vegas, NV, and offers
online programs.
Regis does not unlawfully discriminate in either the provision
of educational services or in employment practices on the
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed, ancestry,
gender, age, marital status, sexual orientation, military or
veteran status, physical or mental disability, or any characteristic protected by applicable local, state, or Federal law.
Within this context, Regis does reserve the right to give
employment preference to persons who demonstrate by word
and practice a commitment to the University’s mission and
educational goals.

CATHOLIC WORKER
USED FURNITURE STORE
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS OF:
• USABLE FURNITURE • DISHES •
• LINENS • CLOTHES •

FREE

PICK-UP SERVICE

303-296-4973
Volunteers Needed Please Call
provides
Companion & Homemaking services
4 to 24 hours per day
for Young/Elderly persons
in their home.
Call 303-487-6494
Licensed & Bonded

Karen Buck
303-901-7923

FREE MONEY!
Secrets Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!

Christian Care Service

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Tuning, Regulation, Repair
20+plus year experience

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS & REFINANCERS BEWARE!

MULTI - FAMILY
SALE
Saturday,
June 9, 2007
9 am - 3 pm.
7643 S. Rosemary
Circle
Centennial, CO
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PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage
Door Company

303-989-6040
Sales & Service
Since 1994

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

Remodeling
Call: Jack

Res. & Comm. Wiring

Quick, prompt, professional electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
at cost) Free quotes.

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

HANDYMAN
Minor
Remodeling

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

Colorado School Upholstery

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery
No Labor Charge-Special

303-292-9393

720-366-5564

FREE ESTIMATES

Juaquin & Gil Garcia

www.cjroofing.com

Add’l Circuits,
Lighting,
ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
Quality Work
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
• Door Replacement TUBS, Room Additions Service
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
• Finish Basements
Upgrades a Specialty
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Free Estimates
• Kitchen & Bath
Licensed & Insured
Remodel
303-762-9484
Early Bird & Senior Discounts
and much more!
Quality Work Guaranteed
(303) 937-8854
Established
CALL NOW! 303-394-2802

MILE HIGH Tile/Grout
TREE CARE,
Problems

Formerly Custom Design &

CJ Roofing Company

40 yrs. experience

J&G
Upholstery

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
INSECT-DISEASE CONTROL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products

Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters, Siding
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

UPHOLSTERY
AND SLIP COVERS

NO LABOR
CHARGE SPECIALS
All you pay for
Is My Fabric and
Supplies 10% Senior
Discount
P/U & Delivery

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. (65 +) or
Veteran Discount
Free Phone Consultations
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown
720-560-3192

RICK
720-290-3502

SM
Sprinklers
Highest Quality
Installations
Owner on every job
35yrs.
yrs-same
34
same location
location
5 yr. warr - Free Est
Call The Rest
Then Call The BEST!

Williams & Sons
Electric

Install, Repair,
Winterize!
35 years Service.
Senior Discount!
Pipe Pulling - No Lawn
Damage

303-751-2561

303-988-0432
303-946-1264

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

Thank You
Sacred Heart
of Jesus,
Holy Mary, St.
Jude and Virgen de
San Juan de Los
Lagar for prayers
answered.
R.B.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred heart of Jesus be adored,
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout
the world now and forever.
Sacred heart of Jesus, pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless, pray for us.
Thank you St. Jude. Say this nine times
a day for nine days and publicize.
It is known to have never failed. J.S.

DECK/FENCE
STAINING
PROFESSIONAL
Quality, Friendly
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS
10 year warranty
and Prompt!
$AVE WATER
10%
spring disc.
& MONEY
Free Estimates
Fast, friendly service
CALL TODAY!
ALL WORK guaranteed
303-523-5859 720-470-3300
A-1
SPRINKLERS

Thank You
St. Jude
for
Prayers
answered.

60 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

303-912-3780
New Work Service
Changeovers
Remodel
Commerical &
Residental
Free Estimates

STAY COOL
THIS SUMMER

Have an evaporative (Swomp)
cooler installed
FREE ESTIMATES
for info.
Call Jack 303-232-4127

Thank You
Lord Jesus Christ,
St. Jude
and all the Saints for
prayers answered.
E.D.

A FINE FINISH PAINTING Manuel Reeves

JR. SWAZO
ELECTRIC

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
BY PUBLICATION
Estate of Beverly Sue Loud,
Deceased.
Case No. 2007PR616
All person having claims against
the above named estate are
required to present them to the
personal representive or to
Probate Court of the City and
County of Denver, Colorado on or
before September 23, 2007 or
the claims may be forever barred.
Janette Bernal
1575 Olympia Circle, #203
Castle Rock, CO 80104
Denver Catholic Register
Newspaper
June 6, 2007

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext

PAINTING

Bonded & Insured

Where your business
is always appreciated!

FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

PAINTING

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office
Free Estimates
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With first book as pope, Benedict seeks to enrich views on Jesus
BY WAYNE A. HOLST
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Pope Benedict XVI believes
that a serious gap has developed
between two classic and complementary ways of describing
Jesus. His new book, “Jesus of
Nazareth,” the first he has published since his election as pontiff two years ago, attempts to
close that gap and to reclaim
what he considers to be a proper understanding of Jesus.
At the outset, the pope makes
it clear that this book (one of
two he plans to write on the
subject) reflects his own opinions which are not necessarily
those of the magisterium — the
Church’s official teaching office.
The book is solely “an expression of my personal search ‘for
the face of the Lord’ (Ps 27:8).
Everyone is free, then, to contradict me. I would only ask my
readers for that initial good will
without which there can be no
understanding.”
“Jesus of history” and “Christ
of faith” have long served as parallel terms for describing Jesus,
Pope Benedict writes in the
foreword. The first affirms his
humanity while the second asserts his divinity.
The author feels deeply that
too much modern theology (a

CNS

THIS IS THE COVER of “Jesus of
Nazareth” by Joseph Ratzinger,
Pope Benedict XVI, translated by
Adrian Walker.
lot of it well-intentioned) has
had the effect of downplaying
the supernatural reality of God
and the divinity of Jesus.
Over the past 50 years, the historical-critical approach to
Scripture studies (while a great
gift to biblical scholarship) has
weakened our experience of
Jesus as the core of our faith.
Much has justifiably been

made of the man Jesus as moral
teacher, social revolutionary, inspired
religious
founder,
prophet and sage. But this has
also blurred our encounter with
Jesus as personal lord and savior
who reveals God to us — a conviction that permeates the
Gospels.
The scientific approach to the
Scriptures was an attempt to
make God more accessible and
Jesus more amenable to modern
Christians and non-Christians
alike. But it has also led to a relativization of God and a humanization of Jesus at the expense of
their ideal natures.
When the Church fails to
communicate the powerful
“otherness” of God revealed
through Jesus, the pope concludes, its highest public service
is compromised.
Pope Benedict believes that
there can be no true civil society
or genuine moral progress apart
from a right understanding of
God.
For that to occur, the Church
needs to proclaim to the world a
divine vision. Jesus Christ offers
this vision. He is “the sign of God
for all humans.” Jesus is the one
to whom all Scripture — Old
and New Testaments alike —
bears witness. We need to reclaim this Jesus as the word of

JESUS OF
NAZARETH
Book by Joseph Ratzinger, Pope
Benedict XVI, translated by
Adrian Walker.
Random House/Doubleday (New
York, 2007) 374 pp., $24.95

God, revealed to us throughout
the Bible.
By writing this book, the pope
hopes to foster in his readers “a
living relationship with Jesus.”
“Jesus of Nazareth” combines
pastoral and theological vigor. It
demonstrates the author as a
man of faith, a refined theologian and a sincere servant of
God’s people. It reveals this octogenarian as an astute, enthusiastic student of the Scriptures
who lives personally with the
Bible and continues to exercise
his remarkable theological
skills.
The book contains 10 spiritual/theological reflections, and
deals with themes like the baptism and temptations of Jesus;
his message of the “kingdom of
God” presented in his Sermon
on the Mount; the Lord’s Prayer;
and his parables. He called his
disciples to accompany him and
to carry on his mission. The

concluding chapters comment
on images of Jesus in John’s
Gospel, the significance of
Peter’s confession and the
meaning of the Transfiguration.
In the concluding reflection
Jesus reveals his true identity.
The content of each chapter
will enrich personal meditation,
homily and talk preparation and
ordinary conversation. Reading
this book is not unlike having its
author engage you personally in
a college dorm discussion, or
other
informal
exchange.
Agreement is not so much his
goal as stimulating engagement
and debate.
“Jesus of Nazareth” portrays
the pope as someone who cares
deeply and personally about
what we believe.
The author concludes on this
reflective note. “In the end, man
needs just one thing; but he
must first delve beyond his superficial wishes and longings in
order to learn to recognize what
it is that he truly needs and truly
wants. He needs God.”
Wayne A. Holst teaches religion and culture at the
University of Calgary, in
Canada’s Alberta province, and
helps facilitate adult spiritual
development at St. David’s
United Church in Calgary.

