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THIS DETAIL from a stained-glass window in Christ the King Chapel at the John Paul
II Center depicts the Holy Family's flight into Egypt after the visit of the magi. The
Dec. 25 Christmas feast commemorates the incarnation of the divine word at the
birth of Christ. In a Dec. 14 letter to parishes Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
asks all Catholics to pray for and reach out to the immigrant families now experiencing the tragedy of separation as loved ones face deportation or flee the country as a
result of the arrests of unauthorized workers in Greeley last week. Read the archbishop’s statement about the arrests on Page 3.
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O.F.M. CAP.

Christmas:
the beginning
of our redemption
The manger and the empty tomb
are doorways to new life
Half a century ago, the great British scholar, C.S. Lewis, wrote
about the miracle we really celebrate every December. He said
the following:
“Did you ever think, when you were a child, what fun it would
be if your toys could come to life? Well suppose you could really
have brought them to life. Imagine turning a tin soldier into a
real little man. It would involve turning the tin into flesh. And
suppose the tin soldier did not like it. He is not interested in
flesh; all he sees is that the tin is being spoiled. He thinks you are
killing him. He will do everything he can to prevent you. He will
not be made into a man if he can help it.
“What you would have done about that tin soldier, I do not
know. But what God did about us was this. The Second Person
in God, the Son, became human Himself: was born into the
world as an actual man — a real man of a particular height,
with hair of a particular color, speaking a particular language,
weighing so many (pounds). The Eternal Being, who knows
everything and who created the whole universe, became not only
a man but, before that, a baby, and before that, a fetus inside a
woman’s body. If you want to get the hang of it, think how you
would like to become a slug or a crab.
“The result of this is that you now had one man who really
was what all men were intended to be: one man in whom created life, derived from his mother, allowed itself to be completely
and perfectly turned into (God’s) begotten life. Thus, in one instance, humanity had, so to speak, arrived: had passed into the
life of Christ.
“And because the whole difficulty for us is that the natural life
has to be, in a sense, killed, He chose an earthly career which involved the killing of His human desires at every turn — poverty,
misunderstanding from His own family, betrayal by one of His
intimate friends, being jeered at and manhandled by the police,
and execution by torture. And then, after being thus killed —
killed every day in a sense — the human creature in Him, because it was united to the divine Son, came to life again. The
man in Christ rose again: not only the God. That is the whole
point. For the first time we saw a real man. One tin soldier —
real tin, just like the rest — had come fully and splendidly alive.”
This is why we celebrate Christmas. It begins our redemption. The Child conceived in Mary and born in Bethlehem
grows up, preaches God’s kingdom, is murdered on a cross and
rises from the dead — and all of us with Him. The manger and
the empty tomb are bookends to the Christian story. They’re
doorways to new life. Christian joy every December has nothing to do with a bleached and generic “holiday spirit.” It’s
much richer than that, just as flesh and blood is profoundly different from tin.
Of course, we have a choice. We can settle for less. We can remain tin. Even worse, we can begin to be genuinely human
and turn back to being tin. The London Daily Mail reported
this year that only one in 100 “Christmas” cards now sold in
Britain — the land of Lewis, Tolkien and dozens of great
Christian saints like Thomas More, John Fisher and Augustine
of Canterbury — has any religious content at all.
These final days of Advent invite us to remember who we really are and what we really believe when we describe ourselves
as Christians. Jesus Christ is the reason for the season. Every
other motive for holiday good will, no matter how sincere, is a
tin imitation of the real thing — the true and lasting joy that
begins in the birth of Jesus Christ.
May God grant you, your family and all of us a holy and
merry Christmas.

Christmas blessing: response saves treasured
stained-glass window at inner-city parish
BY JOHN GLEASON

Thanks to the generous help of
several donors, an exquisite
stained-glass
window
at
Annunciation Church has been
restored in time for Christmas.
Recently, a 60-pound stainedglass window depicting the
image of St. Peter was found to
be loose in its frame at the 102year-old church in Denver’s Cole
neighborhood. Many of the
German-made windows in the
church — considered to be
among the finest in the United
States — are in need of repair,
and a project is under way to
raise funds to have the work
done, but the St. Peter window
was most in need of attention
due to the deterioration of the
frame.
Following a story about the
plight of the windows in the Nov.
22 issue of the Denver Catholic
Register, several donors came
forward to assist in the repair of
the frame and the restoration of
the window. Annunciation pastor Father John Toepfer, O.F.M.
Cap., was deeply pleased with
the timing.
“The article was a help,” he
said. “It made people a little
more aware of our church. Next
thing, we had several people
make donations. We still have a
way to go, but we were able to go
ahead with (repairing) the window of St. Peter.”
Phillip Watkins Jr. of Watkins
Stained
Glass
Studio
in
Englewood did the work on the
window, and in record time — 10
days from start to finish.
Normally, such a job takes
longer, but the parish wanted to
get the window back in place for
Christmas. However, there was
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PHILLIP WATKINS JR. repairs a seriously damaged stained-glass
window of Annunciation Parish.
also another reason for the expe- off, and solder joints were then
diency — almost nothing was cut so the bowed portions could
be pressed flat. Once cleaned
holding the window in place.
“The bottom of the frame had and re-soldered, the pieces were
deteriorated enough that it was then transported back to the
almost gone,” Watkins said. “And church and placed into a new
a horizontal T-bar that adds frame that carpenters had conmore support had come loose. structed.
“Once the pieces of glass were
The window was literally ready to
assembled, the T-bar was anfall out.”
During his initial examination chored to the new frame,”
of the window, Watkins said that Watkins said. “It should be good
putty was nearly the only thing for many years.”
Father Toepfer said it wasn’t
securing the window in the
frame. The bottom portion of the “just by chance” that these
window was bowed, though not events happened. Everything
broken. Watkins said it was came together at the right time
amazing that pieces of the glass — from painters discovering the
damage, to the donors’ gifts and
hadn’t shattered.
In order to remove the window, the restoration itself.
“People pull together to do
scaffolding had to be built. From
there, Watkins took the window something wonderful like this for
apart (it’s made up of six pieces), God,” he said. “It’s a wonderful
lowering them one by one to the witness and commitment to our
ground. Transported back to the faith. And the proof has been
studio, the old putty was cleaned this project.”

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 25: Midnight Mass at the cathedral (12 a.m.)
Dec. 31: Mass at the cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
Jan. 7: Mass at the cathedral (6:30 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Very Rev. Stephen Adams, V.F., reappointed dean for the Aurora Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2007, until Dec. 31,
2009.
Very Rev. James Goggins, V.F., appointed dean for the West Denver Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2007, until Dec. 31,
2009.
Very Rev. Bernard Schmitz, V.F., appointed dean for the Greeley Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2007, until Dec. 31, 2009.
Very Rev. Robert Wedow, V.F., reappointed dean for the Eastern Plains Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2007, until Dec. 31,
2009.
(The above mentioned priests are also confirmed as representatives to the Presbyteral Council for their respective
deaneries or appointment and for the same term.)
Rev. Michael O’Loughlin, a priest of the Holy Protection of the Mother of God, Byzantine Church, who recently received permission from the Holy See to be bi-ritual, has been granted presbyteral faculties to function within the
Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
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Instruction for purification of sacred
vessels at Mass to be implemented

BOOK EXCERPT

BY JOHN GLEASON

The following is an excerpt from
the book, “Dawn of the Messiah:
The Coming of Christ in Scripture”
(Servant Books, 2005) by Edward
Sri, a professor at the Augustine
Institute in Denver.

A PHOTO illustration shows a priest
cleaning the
Communion vessels inside the
chapel of the U.S.
Conference of
Catholic Bishops’
building in
Washington Oct.
24. At the direction
of Pope Benedict
XVI, extraordinary
ministers of holy
Communion will no
longer be permitted to assist in the
purification of the
sacred vessels at
Masses in the
CNS PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/BOB ROLLER United States.

Extraordinary
ministers of
Eucharist barred
from purifying vessels
Beginning Jan. 14, the Second
Sunday of Ordinary Time, extraordinary ministers of holy
Communion will no longer be allowed to assist in the purification
of sacred vessels at Mass.
Since 2002, a special indult,
Church permission, has allowed
extraordinary ministers of the

See Purification, Page 7

Archbishop Chaput’s statement on the
arrests of unauthorized workers
The following statement was
released Dec. 13.
“The mass arrest of unauthorized workers in Colorado and
across the country this week
once again puts a human face on
the flaws in our immigration system; a system that needs immediate and very serious reform.
As I’ve said many times in the
past, the Church supports the
law. She supports our nation’s
right to regulate immigration
and secure our borders for the
common good of all citizens. We
also deeply respect the men and
women who have the task of enforcing the law in difficult circumstances.
But as Catholics, we also need
to vigorously question the timing, manner and focus of these

latest arrests. Staged on the feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe and
barely two weeks before
Christmas, these raids have disrupted hundreds of families in
the immigrant community and
frightened many thousands
more. And while public officials
have explained the reason for
these raids as criminal identity
theft, most of the real criminals
— the people who steal and sell
the false identities so that undocumented immigrants can
find work — were not among
those arrested.
Dramatic, get-tough arrests of
more and more average workers
will not solve our immigration
crisis. In fact, such actions often
engender more confusion and
bitterness, and they don’t strike
at the root of the real issue: an

Catholic Charities helping
those impacted by raids
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Catholic Charities Denver’s
emergency assistance centers in
Fort Collins and Greeley are helping the children and families affected by the Dec. 12 raids on the
Swift & Co. meatpacking plant in
Greeley. Services offered include
rental assistance, help with utilities
and prescriptions, transportation,
hygiene products, and diapers and
formula for babies.
The assistance is being made
available by redirecting Catholic
Charities monies to meet the unexpected crisis and with some
funding from United Way, a
spokesman said.
“Our staff and volunteers are
very experienced in helping families in crisis,” said Ernie Giron, vice

president of Mission and Ministry
for Catholic Charities. “We believe
that the money pledged to us by
United Way and our own funding
will be of great assistance in getting
these people through a very emotional and financially tough
Christmas.”
The number of family members
affected by the arrests is estimated
at between 700 and 1,000 people.
Officials said it could take many
months for those families to find
solutions and stability.
Catholic Charities is in need of
financial donations and bilingual
volunteers. Donations can be sent
to: Catholic Charities, 2500 First
Ave., Bldg CB, Greeley, CO 80631.
Indicate “Emergency Assistance”
in the check memo line.

immigration system that seems
disconnected from the human
and business realities of the
American economy.
As we enter the last few days
before Christmas, we urgently
pray that God will grant our law
enforcement authorities prudence, justice and restraint in
carrying out their duties, and
that members of Congress will
act rapidly and with courage in
fixing an immigration system
that has clearly failed. Above all,
we need to pray for the children
and spouses of those persons
who were arrested and face deportation at this sacred time of
year.”
+ Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap.
Archbishop of Denver

Clinica Tepeyac
gets new site
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

With an overflow crowd present, Clinica Tepeyac dedicated
and blessed its new health clinic
on the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Dec. 12. The new
3,800-square-foot facility located
at 5075 Lincoln St. in Denver’s
Globeville neighborhood is designed to treat thousands of uninsured residents.
The clinic gets its name from
Tepeyac Hill in Mexico City where
Our Lady of Guadalupe is said to
have appeared to St. Juan Diego in
1531.
Father Bert Chilson, pastor of
St. Therese Church in Aurora, offi-

See Clinica, Page 9

The Bethlehem prophecy: the
Nativity in historical context

BY EDWARD SRI

Who would best fit the following description?
He is the divine “Son of God”
and is called “Lord” and “savior of
the whole world.” He brings “good
tidings” and “peace on earth,” and
his birthday is celebrated as a feast
around the world, commemorating the beginning of a new era.
Most Christians would say this
sounds a lot like Jesus. However, in
the first century context of Luke’s
Gospel, these were the wellknown titles and honors showered on Caesar Augustus, the
Roman emperor from 27 B.C. to
14 A.D.
Augustus was famous for reuniting the empire and restoring
peace in the land. After the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 B.C.,
Rome was thrown into political
upheaval as different factions vied
for power. Augustus eventually
emerged as the sole ruler of Rome,
bringing an end to the wars that
plagued the empire.
In the eyes of many, Augustus
saved Rome from destruction. He
was thus hailed as “savior of the
whole world,” for he ushered in a
new age — the age of the Pax
Romana (the Roman peace). He
eventually was called “son of God”
and worshipped as a deity. His
date of birth even was celebrated
in some parts of the empire as “the
birthday of the god,” for his coming was said to bring “good news”
for the whole world.
Luke’s Gospel tells a different
story about the climax of the
world’s history. The birthday
which inaugurated a new era for
the world took place not in a
palace in Rome, but in a little
dwelling in Bethlehem. And the
real savior didn’t bring peace to
the nations through Roman force
and domination, but by becoming
a man, so that he might offer his
life on the cross to free us from our
sins.
Indeed, Luke subverts the imperial propaganda by showing
how Jesus — not Caesar — is the
true “Son of God” (1:35), and the
real “Lord” and “savior” of the
world (2:11). Jesus is the one who
brings true “peace” on earth (2:14)
and whose day of birth brings
“good news,” marking the dawn of
a new period in the history of humanity (2:10).
‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’
Highlighting Christ’s universal
mission, Luke’s Gospel places the
birth of Jesus on the world-wide
stage of Caesar Augustus’ call for a
census throughout the empire.
The purpose of such a census

would be to regularize the collection of taxes. Luke draws our attention to this census, mentioning
it four times in Luke 2:1-6, thereby
giving more information about
the enrollment than the actual
birth of Jesus.
Why does Luke focus on the
census? Being forced to submit to
a Roman enrollment and to pay
the required taxes would have
been a difficult reminder for the
Jews of their oppressive conditions under Roman rule. For
Luke’s Gospel, the census thus
serves as a symbol of Rome’s control over Israel and the rest of the
world.
In a single decree,
Augustus makes his presence felt
by families throughout the empire
who are uprooted and forced to
travel to their ancestral towns to
participate in the emperor’s census.
One of those families on the
move is Joseph’s. Being from “the
house and lineage of David” (2:4),
Joseph must travel to Bethlehem,
the city of his family’s origins, and
he takes his pregnant wife, Mary,
with him to be enrolled in “the city
of David.”
On one level, the story of Mary
and
Joseph
traveling
to
Bethlehem highlights Caesar’s
world-wide dominance which
reaches all the way into the life of
this couple from Nazareth who is
forced to leave home in spite of
the imminent birth of their child.
On another level, however, Luke is
showing that there is someone
else who is really in control of the
world’s affairs. For Caesar’s powerful decree ironically serves God’s
larger plan for the Messiah-King
to be born in his proper city,
Bethlehem.
Bethlehem had royal significance for the Jews. It was the city
where David was born and the
place where David was crowned
king (1 Sam 16:1-13). Most of all,
Bethlehem became associated
with longings for the messiah ever
since the prophet Micah foretold
that a new king would come to reunite the people of Israel and
reign over all the nations.
According to Micah, this new
royal son, like David, will be born
in Bethlehem:
“But you, O Bethlehem
Ephrathah,
who are little to be among the
clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for
me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days” (Micah 5:2).
In sum, from Luke’s perspective,
Caesar, in his own show of might
with the world-wide census, unwittingly ends up serving the purposes of an even more powerful
ruler, God Himself. As a result of
Caesar’s decree, Mary and Joseph
are brought to Bethlehem, and
prophecy is fulfilled as a new king
is born in the city of David.
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GUEST COLUMN
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

To achieve holiness, act in accord with God’s will
BY JON SIMMONS

GEORGE WEIGEL

Books for Christmas
The past year has seen the publication of any number of books
I’ve wanted to write about, but didn’t. Here they are, as suggestions
for Christmas gifts that will provoke thought and give pleasure
throughout the new year.
Michael Burleigh, Earthly Powers: The Clash of Religion and
Politics in Europe, from the French Revolution to the Great War
(HarperCollins): Beginning with his monumental study of German
National Socialism, The Third Reich: A New History, British historian Michael Burleigh has been restoring religious (and pseudo-religious) passions and convictions to their rightful place in the study
of modern history. Earthly Powers is a great, sprawling smorgasbord of a book, showing how the emergence of the modern state
in Europe, and its displacement of religion from public life,
opened the door to a variety of fanaticisms that laid the cultural
foundations for the totalitarianisms of the twentieth century
(which Burleigh explores in depth in a follow-on volume, Sacred
Causes: The Clash of Religion and Politics from the Great War to the
War on Terror, to be published in the U.S. in March 2007).
Demanding but richly rewarding reading, and likely to change the
way reasonable people think about the past two hundred years.
Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI), Christianity and the Crisis
of Cultures (Ignatius Press): Here is the Pope’s most succinct formulation of his proposal for a cultural renewal of the West —
“Even the one who does not succeed in finding the path to accepting the existence of God ought nevertheless to try and direct his
life...as if God did indeed exist.” Former Italian Senate president
Marcello Pera, himself a nonbeliever, comments in a fine
Introduction, “This proposal should be accepted, this challenge
accepted, for one basic reason: because the one outside the
Church who acts [as if God did indeed exist] becomes more responsible in moral terms. He will no longer say that an embryo is a
‘thing’ or a ‘lump of cells’ or ‘genetic material’. He will no longer
say that the elimination of an embryo or a fetus does not infringe
any rights. He will no longer say that a desire that can be satisfied
by some technical means is automatically a right that should be
claimed and granted...He will no longer act like half a man, one
lacerated and divided.” Like the 2005 volume, Without Roots (Basic
Books), the Ratzinger/Pera dialogue in Christianity and the Crisis
of Cultures opens a window into one of the most important, and
hopeful, conversations underway today.
Mary Habeck, Knowing the Enemy: Jihadist Ideology and the War
on Terror (Yale University Press), and Lawrence Wright, The
Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 ((Knopf): Habeck’s
book is the best single introduction to the ideas that drive jihadist
Islam; Wright’s is a brilliant piece of reportage, showing how the
ideas Habeck analyzes shaped (and misshaped) the men who
made 9/11 possible, ideologically and operationally. If you don’t
understand how an Egyptian intellectual’s unhappy experience of
a church social in Greeley, Colorado, in the late 1940s eventually
led to the deaths of some 3,000 people on September 11, 2001, you
should: and Wright tells the story masterfully. Both books are must
reads for any friends you have in government — Habeck’s, to explain precisely what it is we’re fighting, conceptually; Wright’s, as
(among many other things) a chilling cautionary tale of governmental incapacity.
Elizabeth Kantor, The Politically Incorrect Guide to English and
American Literature (Regnery): Dr. Kantor takes no prisoners in
this romp through the madnesses of contemporary literary theory
— which is, at the same time, a fine introduction to what we used
to call the literary “canon.” A couple of her characteristically bracing claims — “most great literature was, in fact, written by dead
while males” and “Jane Austen was a fan, not a critic, of ‘patriarchy’” — suggest why Elizabeth Kantor need not apply for a faculty position at most of U.S. News & World Report’s top-tier colleges. But that’s all the more reason to read and enjoy her book,
and to give it to your favorite high school senior or college freshman.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

What Jesus says here is that he
is fulfilled. He is so fulfilled he
has no need for anything else.
How does this fulfillment happen and can it happen for us?
Jesus is fulfilled because he is
doing the work that the Father
gave him. By living in the moment and putting himself fully
into the work at hand, no matter
how mundane, or how exciting,
He is perfectly fulfilled. He tells
us not to ask what will happen
in the future but to look up and
see what it is happening right
now — the fields are ripe right
now. Can this happen for us?
Yes. What I am going to show
you is how this can become a reality in your life. This is the way
of holiness. It is really quite
amazing — and simple.
Holiness depends on understanding and a living out this
word “activity.” By the way, this
is also the source of excellence.
There are three kinds of activ-

ity: supernatural, busyness and
nonfunctioning. The saints and
Jesus lived a “hyper” or “supernatural” level of activity. This
activity has several characteristics. First, it is good (“good
works”), meaning it is punctuated by love. Second, it’s prayerfilled. It was not uncommon for
the saints to pray in abundance.
And we know from the
Scriptures that Jesus often
prayed into the wee hours of the
morning. Prayer is the highest
form of activity because it is a
raising up of one’s spirit to the
Lord and has fewer distractions
than activities that are nonprayer based. Prayer has more
continuity than other activities.
Another attribute is a detachment from time. The saints and
Christ lived almost unaware of
time. Instead, they lived in the
task or the activity of the moment. They were activity based,
not time based. So is God.
Additionally, the activity is audacious — it is full of confidence. It is also humble.
Humility is not an event that
happens once in a while.
Instead, it happens at each moment and is a precursor to
bonding your activity with
God’s. Without humility, this
bond does not happen — and

you are seeking to bond yourself
to Him (see John 15), which is
how we live in the will of God.
The last attribute of supernatural activity is that of detachment
from results. For Jesus, the result of His activity was purely for
the Father to decide. His only
purpose was the activity itself.
He always gave thanks to the
Father for the result, and simply
accepted with humility his ability to participate in the task. Can
you imagine how effective you
and I could be if we were indifferent to the result? We act opposite of this — we are completely attached to the result.
We try to always get a desired result, which oftentimes causes us
to not act in virtue — in love and
with humility.
The Saints discovered the key
to life, which is that all events in
their lives were created a priori
(before time) by the Father —
“For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good
works that God has prepared in
advance, that we should live in
them” (Ephesians 2:10) — and
discovered that their way to holiness was to give the fullness of
their activity into His, to literally
“give life” to each task in front of
them. Do you remember Jesus

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD

focusing on a single theme is a
little challenging. But when it
comes to Christmas, how much
explanation is needed?

came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim 1:15).

Jesus said to them, “My food is
to do the will of the one who sent
me and to finish his work. Do
you not say, ‘In four months the
harvest will be here’? I tell you,
look up and see the fields ripe for
the harvest.” — John 4:34-35

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Fourth Sunday of Advent &
The Nativity of our Lord
Scripture readings for Dec. 24
• Isaiah 9:1-6
• Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13
• Titus 2:11-14
• Luke 2:1-14
For the sake of love Christ assumed our nature; for the sake
of love he died on the cross; for
the sake of love he rose from the
dead; and for the sake of love he
bestowed on those who love him
the gift of eternal life. This year
is a little unusual in that the
Fourth Sunday of Advent coincides with Christmas Eve. Thus,

Theme: Incarnation. The juxtaposition of the Fourth Sunday
of Advent and Christmas reinforces the central doctrine of our
faith: Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. We signify the importance of this belief
by bowing deeply (or even genuflecting) at these words in the
creed. We bow in reverence to
Christ who “even though he was
in the form of God humbled
himself and became obedient
unto death — even death on a
cross” (Phil. 2:5-8). Even at
Christmas, a season of joy, we
must remember that “Christ

THE SAINTS: ST. DOMINIC OF SILOS
Born in
Canas,
Navarre,
Spain,
around the
year 1000,
of peasant
parents,
Dominic was
a shepherd
in his youth.
He later became a Benedictine
monk at San Millan de la Cogolla
Monastery, and in time became
the prior. He was driven from the
monastery by King Garcia of

Navarre when he refused to
surrender part of the monastery
grounds to the sovereign’s claim.
He went to San Sebastian
Monastery at Silos and became
its abbot.
Dominic reformed the monastery
and built it into one of the leading
spiritual houses in Spain; its
scriptorium produced outstanding
Spanish Christian art. He helped
rescue Christian slaves from the
Moors.
Dominic died on Dec. 20, 1076.
His feast day is Dec. 20.

See Holiness, Page 7

The “Catechism of the
Catholic Church”: “The Word of
God became flesh for us in order
to save us by reconciling us with
God, who ‘loved us and sent his
Son to be the expiation for our
sins’” (No. 457). “The Church
calls ‘Incarnation’ the fact that
the Son of God assumed a
human nature in order to accomplish our salvation” (No.
461).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Being
Christian is not the result of an
ethical choice or a lofty idea, but
the encounter with an event, a
person, which gives life a new
horizon and a decisive direction. Since God has first loved us
(cf. 1 Jn 4:10), love is now no
longer a mere ‘command’; it is
the response to the gift of love
with which God draws near to
us.”
Prayer: “Holy Mary, Mother of
God, you have given the world
its true light, Jesus, your son —
the Son of God. You abandoned
yourself completely to God’s call
and thus became a wellspring of
the goodness which flows forth
from him. Show us Jesus. Lead
us to him. Teach us to know and
love him, so that we too can become capable of true love and
be fountains of living water in
the midst of a thirsting world”
(Pope Benedict XVI).
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What is the commonly
accepted meaning of
the name ‘Bethlehem?’
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
The town that comes to mind at
Christmas is not mighty
Jerusalem, nor Nazareth where
Jesus was raised, but
Bethlehem.
1. Why is Bethlehem associated
with Christmas?
a. It was where the angel
appeared to Mary;
b. It is where Jesus was born;
c. It was the center of the
Christian community.
2. Where was Bethlehem?
a. Fifty miles north of Jerusalem
in Galilee;
b. Ten miles west of Jerusalem
in Samaria;
c. Five miles southwest of
Jerusalem.
3. When the two Jewish
kingdoms were split, where was
Bethlehem?
a. In Judah, like Jerusalem;
b. In Israel, like Judah;
c. In Judah, but not in the same
kingdom as Jerusalem.
4. An older name for Bethlehem
was Ephrath, which means:
a. Fruitful;
b. Town where Jesus might be
born;
c. Homestead.
5. What is the commonly
accepted meaning of the name
“Bethlehem?”
a. House of pain;
b. House of Usher;
c. House of bread.
6. But some scholars suggest
this more pagan etymology:
a. House of Lahmu (a pagan
god);
b. House of the Latins (Romans);
c. House of Laertes (a
Hellenistic Greek).
7. This female biblical figure was
buried near Bethlehem,
according to Genesis:
a. Eve;
b. Mary;
c. Rachel.
8. And Ruth’s husband was from
Bethlehem. He was:
a. Joseph Shickelgruber;
b. Boaz;
c. Levi.
9. This king was always
associated with Bethlehem:
a. Pilate;
b. Caesar;

c. David.

place in Bethlehem:

c. Jumping Justin.

c. Justin Martyr.

10. In fact, Mary and Joseph
went to Bethlehem because:

a. Golgotha, site of the
crucifixion;

15. Who controls Bethlehem
now?

a. Joseph was of the house of
David, and all families were to
return home for a census;

b. The cave as the site of Jesus’
birth;

13. Who erected a great church,
the Church of the Nativity, over
this site?

b. Mary was of the house of
John the Baptist who ministered
in Bethlehem;
c. Jesus was by prophecy to be
born in the city of Pilate.
11. As early as the second
century, Christian tradition
recognized the following holy

c. The Cenacle, site of the last
supper.
12. We know specifically of one
Christian leader who lived
nearby and confirmed the site in
the second century:

a. King Herod the Great;
b. Joseph of Arimathea;
c. Constantine and his mother
Helena.
14. This scholar and translator
worked in that same site for
decades:

a. Justinian;

a. Jerome;

b. Justin Martyr;

b. Augustus;

a. It is part of Israel;
b. It was in the West Bank,
annexed to Israel in 1945, and is
now under the United Nations;
c. It is in the area controlled by
the Palestinian Authority.

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.a, 4.a, 5.c,
6.a, 7.c, 8.b, 9.c, 10.a, 11.b, 12.b,
13.c, 14.a. 15.c

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
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BRIEFS
Vatican officials say
they found St. Paul’s
tomb in Roman basilica
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — After
years of archaeological work,
Vatican officials announced
they have identified the tomb of
St. Paul beneath the Rome basilica dedicated to the apostle.
Authorities said Dec. 11 that a
roughly cut marble sarcophagus
was found beneath a historic inscription that reads: “Paul
Apostle Martyr.” The tomb lies
several feet below the main altar
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of the Basilica of St. Paul Outside
the Walls. Only one end of the
sarcophagus has been opened
to view, and the rest is buried
beneath building material. If
Pope Benedict XVI gives permission, the experts may attempt to
open the sarcophagus and find
out whether the saint’s relics are
inside. “We can be certain that
this is the tomb of St. Paul,”
Cardinal Andrea Cordero Lanza
di Montezemolo, archpriest of
the basilica, told a Vatican press
conference. “No one ever had
any doubt that the basilica was
built on the site of the tomb.
Now we can see it, through a
small window we have created,”
the cardinal said.

2006 saw acceleration
of Benedict’s papacy
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
year 2006 saw an acceleration of
Pope Benedict XVI’s pontificate,
highlighted by publication of
the pope’s first encyclical, four
foreign trips and important appointments at the Vatican and
around the world. For what was
supposed to be a pared-back
papacy, it was a busy 12 months.
The world will remember the
big events: the pope’s November
visit to Turkey and his prayer in
the Blue Mosque, the earlier
controversy over the pope’s remarks on Islam at the University
of Regensburg, his encyclical
proclaiming
the
simple
Christian message that “God is
love,” and his first consistory to
induct 15 new cardinals. But
most of the pope’s work did not
make headlines and took place

in quiet offices behind the
Vatican’s walls. On this day-today level, the pace quickened
for the pontiff, who turned 79
April 16 — three days before the
first anniversary of his election.
During 2005, it seemed the pope
was easing into office; in 2006,
his daily schedule was starting
to look like that of his predecessor, Pope John Paul II. Pope
Benedict held more than 700
private audiences during 2006,
including some 360 “ad limina”
meetings with individual bishops from dioceses on three continents. He gave more than 300
speeches or talks, celebrated
more than 50 public Masses or
prayer services and addressed
close to a million people in his
weekly general audiences.

Vatican issues
Christmas appeal for

people with HIV/AIDS
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Vatican has launched its annual
Christmas appeal for urgently
needed funding to treat the
world’s poorest victims of
HIV/AIDS. The head of the
Vatican’s
Good
Samaritan
Foundation, Cardinal Javier
Lozano Barragan, said with just
$10 a donor can “light a
Christmas candle on the tree of
life” and help brighten the future
by saving the life of an African
with HIV/AIDS. A $10 donation
marks just the start of a full year’s
treatment of essential antiretroviral drugs, he said Dec. 11 on
Vatican Radio. “If we have $220
we are able to treat an AIDS patient for all of 2007,” he said, “so
why not light 22 candles on the
Christmas tree and make it
brighter with one human life
saved in Africa?” Since its inception in September 2004 by the
late Pope John Paul II, the foundation has distributed more than
$600,000 in free medicine to
some of the world’s poorest people who suffer from sometimes
deadly infectious diseases such
as tuberculosis, malaria, hepatitis
and AIDS. Much of the funding
goes to AIDS patients, especially
in Africa, Cardinal Lozano said.
The foundation seeks to fill the
gaps and provide treatment to
people in the poorest countries
where “there are many people
abandoned and without anyone
to help them,” he said.
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Purification
From Page 3

Eucharist to participate in the purification process — the cleansing
of Communion cups and plates.
The purification is often performed at the altar following the
distribution of holy Communion,
but can be done after Mass or at a
side table, where water is added to
both the ciborium and the chalice. It is then swirled around inside the vessel and consumed.
Starting next month, the
process must be performed by either a priest, deacon, or instituted
acolyte.
Last March, the United States
bishops asked the Vatican to extend the indult. Word came back
directly from Pope Benedict XVI
that the indult would not be extended.
Deacon Charles Parker, director
of the Office of Liturgy for the
Archdiocese of Denver, said the
indult was granted after the new
General Instruction of the Roman
Missal came out in 2001.
“At that time, the U.S. bishops
asked for the indult to, in cases of
pastoral need, allow extraordinary
ministers to purify the vessels,”
Deacon Parker said. “Permission
was granted on an experimental
basis.”
An example of need would be if
scheduled Mass times were so
close together that the priest concluding one Mass and greeting
people in the back of church
couldn’t get the process finished
in time for the start of the next
Mass.
But this year, when an extension was asked for, the answer
came back from the pontiff that it
would not be extended. This
means that Americans will follow
the general instruction in the way
everybody else does in the universal Church.
The Church, according to
Deacon Parker, sees the purification of the vessels as a uniting of
the priest to the sacrifice of the
Mass. Additionally, as the deacon
is a servant of the altar, it unites
them in a ritual way to the Mass
that they’ve served at.
Priests and deacons are ordinary ministers of Communion.
The Roman Missal permits instituted acolytes, usually men in formation for holy orders, to help the
ordinary ministers purify the
Communion vessels.
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, V.G., moderator of the curia and vicar general, emphasized that the purification rule has existed all along;
the recent instruction simply
brings the Church in the United
States back into the fold.
“The purification speaks to the
integrity of the celebration of the
sacrament and the vessels that
contain the very body and blood
of our Lord,” Msgr. Fryar said. “It
speaks about the respect that
should be given to both. I would
hope it would make us be more
aware of how respectful we are
when the Blessed Sacrament is in
our presence.”

Seminarian desires to share
the Good News as a priest
Name/Age: Carlos Wilson BelloAyala
From: Bogota, Colombia
Education: Second year of theology
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary

What led you to enter the
seminary?
Although my background is
Catholic, when I started university studies in chemistry I had
not been involved in the Church
for more than five years because
somehow I thought that religion
had been imposed on me. I had
abandoned the Church but the
Lord did not abandon me.
Events such as the death of my
little sister who was few days
old, problems in the marriage of
my parents, and a bad relationship between them and me
made me a sad and lonely person. In the middle of this crisis

my parents attended the
Neocatechumenal
Way
at
Church and I saw how they
gradually changed their relationship as well as their relationship with me. I was impressed
and witnessed a change that I
never expected to happen. I saw
attitudes of forgiveness and love
toward me. This radical change
made
me
attend
a
Neocatechumenal Way catechesis.
In my Neocatechumenal Way
community I discovered the
need to share the Good News
with all people so that they may
also experience the changed life
I’ve received. I felt God was calling me to serve him and I entered the seminary.
What has been your impression so far?
My impression of the seminary has been good. I have discovered that the seminary is a
time of being with the Lord —
and I have become a witness of
his love. This time of study of
philosophy and theology has
also been a time of intellectual
and spiritual formation. The
Lord is bringing about unity in
my mind and in my heart and I
am happy with his design for my
life, thanks be to God!

Holiness
From Page 4

saying, “Behold, I make all
things new”? By Christ’s virtue
all things were made new. And
you, like Christ make all things
new when you act in virtue.
The second type of activity is
busyness. You are just busy.
Your activity seems to drain you
and everything is done half way.
We do not attribute the task at
hand to God; we are not working
in Him. At the end of this type of
activity we are worn out — and
at the end of week, drained.
The last type of activity is similar; it is activity that moves toward non-functioning. By this I
mean less and less activity. This
type of activity can move toward
depression.
You can quickly gauge where
you are in your life — how alive
you are — by how much drudgery you find in what you do and
how you pray. Do you want to
be alive? Do you really want to
have passion in your life? Do
you want to experience God?
Then this is the only way. First,
realize that the task in front of
you is from the Father. Too many
people seek God’s will thinking
that it will be revealed in the fu-

ture. But that’s not the case.
God’s will is now — it is the task
at hand. Second, believe that all
things are opportunities for
growth unto Him. Third, know
that the result can only be controlled by Him. Finally, give the
fullness of yourself into the task
at hand. This is the virtuous life.
This is how one lives God’s will.
Jon Simmons is president of
Cardo Inc., a firm focused on
teaching the Biblical model of
character transformation. Visit
www.cardolife.com.
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Christmas party serves up smiles, warms hearts of needy and volunteers alike
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Adam’s Mark Hotel downtown was once again the site for
the annual Father Woody
Christmas Party for the poor held
this year on Dec. 10. The event
features a special breakfast, entertainment, gifts, conversation and
good cheer — and for the children, a visit with Santa Claus.
This year more than 2,600 people showed up for the celebration,
the cosponsors of which include
Holy Ghost Church, Catholic
Charities Samaritan House and
the Archdiocese of Denver. The
event is named after the late Msgr.
C.B. Woodrich.
Before the doors opened, the
line of eager attendees began on

the Tremont Street side of the
hotel and stretched three-quarters
around the block. Some people
had been waiting for hours for the
event to begin. One of those near
the front of the line was a man
who gave his name as Dan. He
said he had two reasons to be
there.
“I come for the food,” he said,
“but I take the present to a friend
of mine. He doesn’t like to walk
far.”
Inside, Father John Lager, O.F.M.
Cap., director of Samaritan House,
scanned the room, admiring the
effort put out by all those who volunteered their time.
“This is always a great event because it brings together those who
have and those who don’t in a

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

DISPLAYING HOLIDAY CHEER, an attendee of the Father Woody
Christmas Party for the needy jingles a bell.

spirit of love,” he said.
The event comes off as great
success not only because of the
planning and attention to detail,
but because of those who give of
their time. In the 60 minutes before the door is opened, the 1,200
volunteers are divided up and
given up their assignments.
Designated “elves” are shown
where gifts are stored, those who
are assigned to serve set up 150 tables, and the greeters and entertainers prepare to welcome their
guests.
At 10 a.m. the first group enters
the ballroom. All are greeted with
a smile and warm wishes for the
Christmas season. Some arrive
carrying bundles or sleeping bags.

See Christmas, Page 9

LO C A L N E W S l 9

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l DECEMBER 20, 2006

Christmas
From Page 8

There are many baby strollers. In
minutes, they have been seated,
gift orders taken, and meals
served.
At one of the first tables, a 6year-old named Juicy is devouring
her breakfast. Speaking through
her mother (Juicy doesn’t talk to
strangers) she says that although
the meal is nice, what she is really
looking forward to is talking to
Santa. The quicker she finishes,
the sooner she can go see him.
More groups pour into the ballroom and for the next two hours
guests are treated to a hot breakfast of pancakes, ham and potatoes and pudding for dessert.
While the people eat, designated

elves disappear into the gift rooms
to return with presents for all.
Everyone receives a gift and all
children also receive a toy. The
Father Woody Christmas Party is
open to all, but it has special
meaning for the children, many of
whom had the chance to meet
Denver Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., who walked
between the tables extending a
warm holiday greeting to everyone.
“I think that when we’re
younger, we’re less calloused by
the events of life,” he said, “and
there is a certain kind of openness
and wonder and joy that we experience through children.”
Shortly after noon, the line outside has disappeared. The people
have eaten and departed with a
gift and for the first time in several
hours the volunteers have a

chance to stop and enjoy a moment’s rest.
Tracy Aiello is one of several volunteers from Mother of God
Parish in Denver. Her assignment
this year was that of runner, making sure that the meals made their
way from the kitchen to the table
in an orderly and timely manner.
As the party came to an end, she
said that everyone benefited from
being a part of the celebration.
“Helping here isn’t just helping
others,” she said, “it gives me a
sense of peace.”
For others, being a part of the
event was just as important as any
other tradition of the Christmas
season. Regis Jesuit High School
freshman Molly Roberge has been
volunteering the last six years.
“It’s not any feeling that I get out
of it,” she said. “I just want to be a
part of it.”

Clinica
From Page 3

ciated the event.
Clinica Tepeyac Executive
Director David Lack was beaming
with pride during the ceremony.
“This has been a wonderful
event,” he told the Denver
Catholic Register. “The turnout,
the support — it was just a great
day.”
More than three times the size
of the former facility in north
Denver near Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish out of which
the clinic sprang, the newly remodeled clinic features seven
exam rooms, a pharmacy and a
full service lab. The new clinic
will be able to serve more than
double the number of patients

seen at the old site.
The building was originally
part of the Denver Health and
Hospitals group. Last year, members of the Division of Housing
and Neighborhood Development
helped the clinic acquire a
$200,000 community development block grant.
With the dedication of the new
facility and the renovation nearly
completed, Clinica Tepeyac now
turns its attention to other things
like a capital campaign to increase its capacity even more as
the coming years promise an increase in the need of health services among the working poor.
“You just don’t suddenly fill
seven exam rooms with doctors
and staff,” Lack said, “but were
excited at the direction we’re
going. We have a lot of work in
front of us.”
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Vigil Praise worship at seminary
chapel draws throngs of young adults
BY JOHN GLEASON

Voices raised in song and
prayer filled Christ the King
Chapel the evening of Dec. 9 as
the faithful gathered to participate in a monthly Vigil Praise
service organized by seminarians of the Denver Archdiocese.
The liturgy at the John Paul II
Center drew people from all
over the city and across the diocese as well. By the time the celebration began at 7 p.m. every
seat was occupied, filled with
people who had come to praise
Christ in song and prayer.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap, officiated.
“It was very moving and inspiring for all of us,” he told the
Denver Catholic Register.
Amid the chanting of psalms
and Gospel reading, those gathered had come to open their
hearts to experience Christ in
eucharistic adoration, to reflect
on their own special relationship with God, and to attend
confession.
Gregg Pedersen, who is in
priesthood formation at the
archdiocese’s St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, was part
of the celebration. He said that
the Advent Vigil Praise service
was one of the largest this year.
“About 250 is the average
(turnout),” he said. “We always
have a large contingency of
youth. They travel from as far
away as Fort Collins and
Colorado Springs. It is a great
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YOUNG ADULTS kneel in a side aisle to participate in the Dec. 9
Vigil Praise service in Christ the King Chapel.
event of people coming together
in a feeling of fellowship to experience Christ through song
and reflection.”
The chanting of the Liturgy of
the Hours intermixed with modern praise and worship is a bit
different from what people experience at a typical liturgy and,
according to Pedersen, it’s a
prayer style that people are
drawn to.
“People seem to really love to
be a part of this,” he said. “We’re
so glad that so many people respond to it.”

VIGIL PRAISE
SPRING SCHEDULE
Where: Christ the King Chapel,
John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St.
When: Jan. 27, Feb. 24, March
24, April 28.
Time: 7 p.m.

The Vigil Praise service is open
to all and will continue into the
spring of 2007.

Q & A with Father John Harvey: Part II
Father John Harvey is the
founder of Courage, a Catholic
apostolate for people with samesex attractions. He spoke to El
Pueblo Católico during a recent
visit to Denver. The interview has
been edited for space and clarity.
BY EL PUEBLO CATÓLICO

Please support the advertisers who help support the Catholic Register!

Q: The media and secular culture tells children and young
people that homosexual persons are born that way. How
does Courage respond to that?
Father Harvey: We respond to
that by pointing out that the culture is erroneous on this issue
because all the good scientific
studies for over a hundred years
all tend to agree that the causes
of homosexual activity are
found in physiological factors
involving the family, involving
the teenage period, involving seduction. There are 32 causes.
But the vast majority come in
those I’ve mentioned.
You try to show that homosexuality is not inborn, first of all,
by pointing out that all evidence
is in favor of these different family causes. And secondly, scien-

tifically, no one has ever shown
us a homosexual gene or homosexual hormone. We simply
have no evidence of that. So all
the evidence is in favor of that
background. Now, one thing
I’ve always said at the end of a
program is, so far, we have no
evidence of genes or hormones
that bring this about. Maybe in
the year 2020 we’ll discover
some. But we don’t have them
right now.
Q: What should Catholics say
or do to help those who experience same-sex attraction?
Father Harvey: We should
refer to the fact that they have
the same dignity as everybody
else. We must be kind in talking
to them and kind in our relationships with them. And if they
ask you for help, get them to a
therapist or to a priest.
Q: Do you know how many
people you have helped
through Courage?
Father Harvey: I have been
doing this for almost 50 years.
Courage didn’t begin until 1980
and I began working in this field

about 1956, 1957. I’m unable to
give a number. But I can say I’ve
seen people come out of the
condition. I’ve seen people, if
they didn’t come out of the condition, learn to live chaste lives
and continue to do so. You see
our goal is not to bring people
out of the condition. The five
goals of Courage are to help a
person to lead a chaste life. Rule
number one: live the Roman
Catholic teaching. Number two:
develop a prayer life, including
meditation on the passion of
Christ. Learn to reflect on that.
Learn to pray every day. Third
goal: be regular in attending
your meetings. Discuss the 12
steps of AA, applied to the homosexual condition. Fourth
goal:
get
good
friends.
Homosexual people are terribly
lonely. So learn to have good
friends. Not one friend. Be
careful of one friend. Always
have a group of friends. That
last goal is to give good examples to others. So by following
the five steps of Courage a person can learn to lead a good,
truly spiritual life.
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ENDOW for a new generation
BY TERRY POLAKOVIC

If I had only known then what
I know now. I can’t tell you how
many times I have heard these
words over the past few years.
They are words of regret from
women who have spent their
entire lives looking for their dignity in unhealthy relationships,
distorted body images, excessive materialism and the like.
ENDOW’s Girl Genius program for girls ages 10-13 is designed to prevent future generations of women from making
these same mistakes by helping
them understand that their dignity comes from God alone. Not
from their beauty, not from their
boyfriend, not from their
grades, not from their athletic
ability and not even from their
family and friends. God alone.
ENDOW, Educating on the
Nature and Dignity of Women, is
an educational Catholic organization that provides women
with a forum through which to
explore and understand what it
means to be a feminine person
created in God’s image.
The four-week Girl Genius
program introduces the girls to
the many false places the current culture encourages them to
look for their dignity — as illustrated in magazines, TV, movies
and our culture’s insatiable desire to succeed at all costs —
something young girls are particularly sensitive to.
In contrast, the girls are encouraged to share with each
other what they instinctively
know to be their God-given
qualities and talents. They explore the question of what it is
that makes them pleasing in the
eyes of God. As the program unfolds, these young women begin
to understand that each one of
them is unique, different from

the rest and created for a specific purpose. Mercy Gutierrez,
one of ENDOW’s Girl Genius facilitators, finds this part of the
program the most rewarding.
According to Mercy: “Once a girl
‘gets it’ she feels a great sense of
relief that she doesn’t need to be
what the culture tells her she
should be. It is very liberating
for them.”
Each week the girls are introduced to a “Sister Saint.” In
studying the Blessed Mother,
they come to understand that
Mary was just around their age
when she learned that she was
pregnant with the Savior of the
world. As one can imagine, this
stimulates a lot of conversation,
causing them to meditate on
our Blessed Mother, some for
the very first time. They wonder
what St. Anne thought about
when she learned Mary was
pregnant, what Joseph was like
as a husband and father, what
the relationship between Mary
and Joseph looked like, etc.
These are excellent questions
that encourage young girls to
ponder the mysteries of our
Catholic faith.
In addition to the Blessed
Mother and Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta, the girls learn about St.
Agnes, the patroness of young
girls. They come to understand
that St. Agnes possessed great
physical beauty and she was
only 13 when she was martyred
for the faith because of her refusal to marry the governor’s
son, choosing instead Jesus
Christ as her spouse. They learn
about St. Maria Goretti, the patroness of modern youth, whose
love for God gave her the grace
to forgive her assailant after he
stabbed her 14 times for refusing to have sexual relations with
him. In studying these two
saints the girls come to under-

stand that their Catholic faith is
truly worth dying for.
Valarie Haas, another Girl
Genius facilitator, shared her
surprise at how interested the
girls were in these saints. Final
evaluations from her Girl
Genius group bear this out. In
answer to the question, “What
did you like best about the Girl
Genius program?” most of the
girls indicated that they loved
learning about these saints.
The study concludes with the
girls heeding the advice of Pope
John Paul II to “create an effective and intelligent campaign for

ENDOW:
GIRL GENIUS
What: Feminine genius
program for girls ages 10-13
Information: call Margaret
McCann at 303-715-3224

the promotion of women, concentrating on all areas of
women’s life and beginning with
a universal recognition for the
dignity of women.” Nothing can
motivate a young girl like an immediate “call to action.” The results are seen in the innovative
advertising campaigns that currently adorn the halls of several

of the local Catholic schools.
As Catholic women, we have
the responsibility to teach our
young girls about their own self
worth and dignity. We must
equip the younger generation
with the truths needed to combat today’s culture so they won’t
regret the choices they are making today. The younger generation will learn things differently
— if we teach them.
Terry Polakovic is executive director of ENDOW, Educating on
the Nature and Dignity of
Women, a locally headquartered
Catholic nonprofit organization.
Visit the ENDOW Web site at
www.endowonline.com.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Christmas Day Mass: Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St. Cathedral choir and orchestra,
under the direction of professor Horst
Buchholz, will perform Mozart's
"Spatzen" Mass in C, K. 220 and
“Magnificat.” Visit www.denvercathedral.org.
Dec. 25: 10:30 a.m.
Birth of Our Lord: Russian Byzantine
Vesperal Liturgy, St. Elizabeth of
Hungary, 1060 St. Francis Way.
Dec. 24: 7 p.m.
Christmas Day Schedule: Notre Dame
Church, 2190 S. Sheridan Blvd. 303935-3900.
Dec. 25: 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and noon
Come and See Weekend: St. Catherine
of Siena, 4200 Federal Blvd. Learn to
discern your call and learn about the
calls of priests, celibate and families.
Call Anthony, 720-855-9412.
Dec. 28 - Jan. 1
Weekly Adoration: Queen of
Vietnamese Martyrs, 4655 Harlan St.,
Wheat Ridge. Call 303-431-0832.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Fridays: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: St. Michael the
Archangel, 19099 E. Floyd Ave.,
Aurora. Call 303-690-6797.
Every first Friday: exposition at
noon, end with Benediction 9 p.m.
Adoration: St. Catherine of Siena,
4200 Federal Blvd. Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays
immediately following the 8 a.m. Mass
until 11:30 a.m. Thursdays immediately following the 8 a.m. Mass until 8:30
p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Call 303-526-0758.
Every first Friday: 8 a.m.-noon
Respect Life Holy Hour: Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Logan St. Father Andreas Hoeck will
lead the rosary and give the
Benediction of the Most Blessed
Sacrament.
Jan. 7: 3 p.m.

schedule available at http://nfp.denver.co.us/ or call NFP hotline 303-7153239.

VOLUNTEERING

Los Posadas: sponsored by the
Christian Life Movement. The Fort
Restaurant, 19192 Highway 8,
Morrison. Mariachis, a pinata,
tamales, biscochitos, hot chocolate
and more.
Dec. 24: 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Heart’s Home: an international
Catholic community committed to
serving those most suffering in the
world. Founded by Father de Roucy, it
has 35 communities located in 20
countries. Heart’s Home provides an
opportunity for young people to dedicate at least 14 months of their lives to
serve those in need. Call 718-901-1276
or visit www.heartshomeusa.org.

Christmas Party: sponsored by the
Croatian Catholic Community. St.
Louis Catholic Church, 3310 S.
Sherman St. Dinner and music will be
provided. Call John Budisielic, 303520-5256.
Dec. 31: Noon

Sacred Heart House of Denver: selfsufficiency program for homeless
women and women with children needs
volunteers.
Commitment is for
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from
6:30 p.m. -8:30 p.m. Call Joline, 303296-6686.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS

SINGLES

Catholics Returning Home: a six-week
update for Catholics who have been
away from the Church. St. Michael the
Archangel, 19099 E. Floyd Ave.,
Aurora. For a list of topics and information, call 303-690-6797.
Jan. 4 - Feb. 8, 2007: 7 p.m. - 9
p.m.

New Year’s Eve Dance: sponsored by
Singles in Sprit. Westminster Elks,
3850 Elk Drive. Snacks, cash bar and
DJ available. Cost: $25. Call Al, 303426-0284 or Donna, 303-749-8380.
Dec. 31: 8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.

Support Group for Parents of Gay and
Lesbian Children: St. Frances Cabrini,
Parish Community House, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Father Sean
McGrath will attend . For more information call Drew Conneen, 303-6831718.
Every first Wednesday: 7 p.m.

Scandinavian Tour: lead by Father Phil
Meredith and Msgr. Tom Fryar. Call
Tom Chapman, 720-283-4733.
July 2 - 13, 2007

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Natural Family Planning Classes:

PILGRIMAGES

2007 Lenten Pilgrimage: travel to the
Holy Land on a pilgrimage for peace.
Call Father Gabriel Weber of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church, 303-4550447, Ext. 13
Feb. 19-28, 2007

Family-friendly events to celebrate New Year’s Eve
BY JENNIFER NOWAK

‘A Night in Vienna’ with the
Colorado Symphony Orchestra
Since 1939 Vienna, Austria, has
greeted each New Year with a concert consisting of lively and nostalgic music from the vast repertoire of the Strauss family and its
contemporaries. Following in this
celebrated tradition, the Colorado
Symphony Orchestra offers an
evening of waltzes, polkas and a
salute to Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart on what will be the final
day of his 250th anniversary year:
6:30 p.m. Dec. 31 at Boettcher
Concert Hall, 1000 14th St. Call
303-623-7876 for tickets.
Zoo Year’s Eve
Party like it’s 2007 with the animals of the Denver Zoo on Dec.

31. Children of all ages will be
able to enjoy entertainment by
the Jungle Jazz Band, crafts in the
Conoco Pavilion and the tricks
and illusions of magician Magic
Rob. The evening’s festivities
begin at 6 p.m. and will lead up to
the grand finale with an early
countdown at 9 p.m. Visit the
Denver Zoo online, www.denverzoo.org, or call 303-376-4800.
New Year’s Eve fireworks
Ring in 2007 in explosive style
under a canopy of dazzling fireworks. This year’s celebration will
center on two identical fireworks
displays, the first conveniently
taking place at 9 p.m. for families
and the second taking place at the
stroke of midnight. Both displays
will present two programs, simultaneously, from two sites along

the 16th Street Mall. For more information visit the Downtown
Denver Partnership Website,
www.downtowndenver.com, or
call 303-534-6161.
Downtown Denver light displays
It may be cold outside, but
downtown Denver glows in the
warmth of millions of holiday
lights. From the nearly 1 million
lights adorning Denver’s City and
County Building to 100 floodlights
illuminating Union Station, it’s a
spectacular sight not to be
missed. Giant holiday snowflakes
dangle along California and
Curtis Streets while more than 40
downtown locations are splendidly decorated in brilliant displays of light. For a full list of locations, visit www.downtowndenver.com.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212
St. Mary Parish
6853 S. Prince Str.,
Littleton has an opening for a P/T employee
in their after school
care program. Hours
are Mon. - Fri. 3pm 6pm plus four half
days from 12pm - 6pm.
Call Trimby
303-995-9799.

Choir Director Needed Fundraisers Needed
P/T $6.00 an hour
at Our Lady of Mount
plus incentives.
Carmel Catholic Church Computer knowledge
3549 Navajo Str.
helpful.
Denver, CO 80211
Apply at: Association for
Senior Citizens
Call for requirements
2839 W. 44th Ave.
at 303-455-0447
Denver, CO 80211 or call
or e-mail at
Janette 303-455-9635
occhurch@qwest.net
from 8:30-3:00.

PAYMENTS GOING UP?
* Have HELOCs or ARMs whose rate and payments
keep increasing?

* Have a negative amortization ARM where your balance is
going up and your equity is going down?

* Have high interest credit card and other non-tax
deductible debt with huge payments?
Now is the time to FIX your problem with a new FIXED RATE
mortgage. Let me put together a strategic debt plan integrated
into your overall financial plan to show how we can maximize
your wealth. For a FREE, no cost, no obligation analysis
valued at $200 please give me a call at…

303-256-5748
Randy Spierings
Strategic Debt Planner - Englewood Branch
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
"The Local Company You Can Trust"
Toll Free - 888-240-6758
rjspierings@comcast.net
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

LEARN
ROSARY Accidents
MAKING Family Law
Call for our catalog and
Law Office of
special introductory
offer or visit
www.rosaryparts.com
LEWIS & COMPANY
P.O. Box 268-K,
Troy, NY 12181

Karen Buck

144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

800-342-2400 (303) 623-9383

POSITION WANTED

Catholic Charities will be honoring Ralph Lowder’s 50 years of
service this January. Ralph has served as the Program Director
at the Mulroy Neighborhood Center and Camp Santa Maria
developing programs for seniors and children.
If you or someone you know would like to send a note/card
acknowledging Ralph - please send these:
Human Resources, 2525 W. Allameda Avenue,
Denver, CO 80219 by January 10th.

Detailed, dedicated
parishioner seeks
church job as p/t bkkpr
and/or office asst.
15-20 hrs/wk, afternoon
hours preferred.
West of Federal,
N. of Hampden. Call
Rebecca 303-238-4803

Christian Care Service
provides
Companion & Homemaking services
4 to 24 hours per day
for Young/Elderly persons
in their home.
Call 303-487-6494
Licensed & Bonded
Christopher C. Felton, P.C.
Attorney at Law

“10 Secrets to Successful Homebuying”
whether you’re a first time buyer or a move up buyer.
To get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 Ext. 3333

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com.
This is a no obligation community service hotline sponsored
by Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

F. Thomas Fiedler
PianoTuner/Technician

Criminal Defense • Family Law
Personal Injury • Worker’s Compensation Tuning, Regulation, Repair
Real Estate-Construction Law
20+plus year experience
Civil Litigation
y 303-901-7923
e
Serving the Denver Community Since 1988

USED FURNITURE STORE
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS OF:
• USABLE FURNITURE • DISHES •
• LINENS • CLOTHES •

FREE

PICK-UP SERVICE

303-296-4973

$2400 for two
side-by-side
graves at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.
Call 303-753-0905
or e-mail B.Hart:
clwnhart5@aol.com

WARNING –DON’T BUY A HOME
WITHOUT READING THIS FREE REPORT

(303) 295-8988

CATHOLIC WORKER

FOR SALE
OR RENT

HOME CAREGIVERS
Need High Skilled
Experienced
non-medical
Caregivers & CNA’s
Must have car & caregivers to assist
elderly in their
work weekends.
homes. PT/FT
303-504-0313
303-398-7069

Volunteers Needed Please Call
1998
Get Healthy & Walk
up 1 flight to
Englewood
best buy in
Mobile Home
Windsor Gardens.
3 bed, 2 bath,
2 Bed, 1 Bath,
1 Car garage.
tons of extras
New Kitchen, $64,900 Sr. Park w/pool.
Overlooks Courtyard
$24,000 neg.
Rich LeDuc
303-781-1937
303-550-7300

alamoalto@katewwdb.com

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS & REFINANCERS BEWARE!

FREE MONEY!
Secrets Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
This is a no-obligation community service.
Hotline sponsored by FM Free Mortgage Info., Inc.

Regis University offers exciting career opportunities at:
https://jobs.regis.edu. Computers can be accessed at many
public libraries as well as the Regis Department of Human
Resources (3333 Regis Blvd - West Hall).
Regis University, with more than 16,000 students, is comprised of Regis College, the School for Professional Studies,
and the Rueckert-Hartman School for Health Professions.
The University is recognized by U. S. News & World Report as
a Top School in the West and is one of 28 Catholic Jesuit colleges and universities throughout the United States. In addition to the main campus in N.W. Denver, CO, Regis has campus locations in the DTC, Longmont, Broomfield, Colorado
Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora and Las Vegas, NV, and offers
online programs.
Regis does not unlawfully discriminate in either the provision
of educational services or in employment practices on the
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed, ancestry,
gender, age, marital status, sexual orientation, military or
veteran status, physical or mental disability, or any characteristic protected by applicable local, state, or Federal law.
Within this context, Regis does reserve the right to give
employment preference to persons who demonstrate by
word and practice a commitment to the University’s mission
and educational goals.

HALL RENTAL
Weddings, Receptions,
Ann., Birthdays, Baptism,
Retirement Parties
1555 Grant St.
(303) 861-2419
10% Discount with this ad
call John Williams - Hall Mgr.

- DENTURE
REPAIRS MOST DONE WHILE
YOU WAIT
Also: dentures, partials,
crowns, bridges, root
canals, implants, children, cosmetic dentistry.
Friendly staff.
2121 S. Downing Street

303-733-8885

Mt. Olivet Madonna Mausoleum
Single crypt #156, Tier F,
first level.
Today’s cost $6000 + opening
closing & lettering.
Only asking $4300/obo
303-751-2952
or 303-715-3111 wk

(303) 715-2045

loretta.trujillo@archden.org
(303) 715-3212

l 15

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l DECEMBER 20, 2006
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TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage
Door Company

303-989-6040
Sales & Service
Since 1994

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e
A ALL TYPES
OF PLUMBING

*Plumbing repairs
Res. & Comm. Wiring *Drain cleaning
Quick, prompt, profession- *Water heater
al electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling *Disposal
*Toilets, Sinks
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
*Sewer, Faucets
at cost) Free quotes.
We do it ALL!

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

Senior Discount
Licensed & Insured

303-422-3192

Columbine
Garage Door
* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING

Bonded & Insured

Where your business
is always appreciated!

FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

Exterior/Interior
Quality Workmanship
Reasonable Rates
Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Insured

Free Estimates

Mike 720-365-2528

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office

PRO IMAGE
PAINTING INC.

(303) 937-8854

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
INSECT-DISEASE CONTROL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

303-762-9484
Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved, and preserved throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper
of the hopeless, pray for us. Thank you St. Jude for
favors granted. Thank you Blessed Virgin Mother for
loving support. Say this prayer nine times a day for
nine days and publicize. Publication must be promised.
S.E.M.

Thank You
God, Jesus Christ,
Mother Mary, St.
Jude and All Saints
for 28th October
2006 answered
prayers.
NGO21

Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

CALL NOW!

303-394-2802

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters, Siding
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

RICK
HOME CARE 720-290-3502
& CLEANING

10% off with ad
720-434-3090

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products

Early Bird & Senior Discounts

60 Years • Family Owned

NO LABOR
CHARGE SPECIALS
All you pay for
Is My Fabric and Supplies
10% Senior Discount
P/U & Delivery

Since 1984

Thank You
for prayers
answered.
St. Claire, Our Lord,
Blessed Mother,
St. Rafael (angel)
St. Jude
J.L.W./T.M.W.

and much more!

UPHOLSTERY AND
SLIP COVERS

For a custom
professional touch
Call Your Full Service
Painting Co. including
DRY WALL & TEXTURING

www.cjroofing.com

Add’l Circuits,
ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
Lighting,
Quality Work
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
SMART
MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
• Door Replacement TUBS, Room Additions Service
Free
Inspections on Roof Replacements
• Finish Basements
Upgrades a Specialty
Established
in 1978 and Locally Owned
• Kitchen & Bath
Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured
Remodel

UNITED
CUSTOM
PAINTING

Manuel Reeves

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext

CJ Roofing Company

40 yrs. experience

Inc.

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

Call: Jack

Williams & Sons
Electric

MILE HIGH Tile/Grout
TREE CARE,
Problems

Holiday Special
7’ Electric Openers
$300+Tx Installed
Garage Doors 10% Off
Service 10% Off
Family Owned &
Operated
303-979-8084

PAINTING

Remodeling

Thank You
St. Jude,
Blessed Mother,
Holy Spirit and
Our Lady of Lourdes
for prayers
answered.
J.G.E..

Just one day, O Jesus, Who said: “Ask and you shall receive,
seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened to you.”
Through the Intercession of Mary, Thy Most Holy Mother, I knock, I
seek, I ask that my Prayers be answered. (Mention request).
O Jesus Who said: “All you ask of the Father in My Name, He will
grant you, “through the Intercession of Mary, Thy Most Holy Mother,
I ask the Father in Thy Name that my Prayers be answered.
(Mention request). O Jesus Who Said: “Heaven and Earth shall pass
but My Work Shall not pass, “through the Intercession of Mary, The
Most Holy Mother, I feel confident that my prayers will be answered.
(Mention request. Promise to Publish Novena).
(To be said every hour for nine consecutive hours).

M.C.

Merry Christmas To My Dear Husband
“Tony Marquez” In Heaven Above
I Will Try Not to Shed Tears This Holiday Season
Because I Know That You Are Spending
Christmas With Jesus.
I Love and Miss you. God Bless You.
Loretta & Savannah

Thank You
St. Jude’s Novena
Thank You
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored,
St. Jude,
Dear Lord,
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout
Virgin Mary,
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of
Blessed Mother
St. Anthony,
Jesus, have mercy on us. St. Jude, worker of
& St. Jude
Pope John Paul II, miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of the
for taking care
helpless, pray for us. Thank you St. Jude.
Jesus for prayers
Say this nine times a day for nine days
of my family.
answered and many and publicize. It is known to have never failed.
M.D.R.
P.A.L.
blessings. M.M.M.
For Prayers
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
answered by
TO ALL OF OUR CATHOLIC REGISTER
St. Jude,
NEWSPAPER READERS.
St. Anthony, Sacred
HAVE A BLESSED AND SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON!
Heart of Jesus,
THE REGISTER WILL NOT PRINT THE LAST WEEK IN
Blessed Mother,
DECEMBER AND THE 1ST WEEK IN JANUARY.
St. Joseph,
St. Theresa.
WE WILL BE BACK IN THEE OFFICE ON JANUARY 3RD AND THE
Thank You. E.C.V.
1ST ISSUE WILL PRINT JANUARY 10TH!
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