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‘The Nativity Story’: biblical
tale gets ‘artful, reverent and
deeply affecting retelling’ in
new film
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SCOUTS demonstrate their flag-folding skills at an open house commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Pocket
Flag Project. As a result of their effort, more than 850,000 flags have been sent to military personnel overseas.
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KEISHA CASTLE-HUGHES stars in a scene from the
movie “The Nativity Story.” The USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is A-I — general patronage.
The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG
— parental guidance suggested. Some material may not
be suitable for children.
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Resolutions for
the real ‘new year’
Little things in a culture sometimes have much larger meaning than we think. God — like the devil — lives in the details of
daily life; not in our dramatic gestures or grand intentions, but
in our little actions and habits, repeated thousands of times over
the decades. Sometimes these “little things” are so modest and
routine that we forget why we do them, or what they mean.
That’s a mistake.
Here’s an example. How do most of us think about time? For
people raised in Western societies, time isn’t a circle, but a
straight line. It’s true that history has familiar patterns that
come from human nature, and human nature changes very
slowly, if at all, over the centuries. But this pattern is misleading. History never really repeats itself because each human person is unique and unrepeatable, each human person has a free
will, and persons make history — not the other way around.
The world had a beginning. It will also have an end. Time
matters because it’s the limited space between those two bookends. Sooner or later, time will run out — for our individual
lives, and for all creation.
This understanding of time has deep biblical roots. For
Christians, who for 2,000 years have built so much of the civilization on which modern life depends, the center and meaning
of history is Jesus Christ. We say things like, 143 B.C. (the year
143 “before Christ”), or A.D. 2006 (“in the year of Our Lord,”
2006) precisely because all human existence hinges on the coming of God’s Son.
As Pope John Paul II reminded us during the Great Jubilee,
Christ’s birth is the turning point in the whole story of creation.
For Catholics, this is why alternate ways of referring to time —
like C.E. (“Common Era”) and B.C.E. (“before the Common Era”)
— can never be adequate. They subtly, and almost invisibly,
change our understanding of the world. Human beings don’t
give meaning to time. God created time. God gives it meaning.
His story is the framework for our “history.” We can take part in
the meaning of creation by living God’s word, but we don’t invent it by reaching a common consensus.
The Church embodies this truth in her worship. The secular
year begins on Jan. 1, but for Catholics, the real new year begins
this coming weekend with the First Sunday of Advent. The
Church organizes the calendar each year into liturgical seasons
— Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Ordinary Time — to help us
remember and more deeply experience the story of our salvation.
Time matters. What we do with it matters eternally, and
Advent is a time of preparation. It’s the season when we reflect
on humanity’s creation, fall, God’s promise of a savior, and the
fulfillment of the Old Testament with Christ’s birth in
Bethlehem. It’s also a time to look ahead to Christ’s Second
Coming at the end of time to judge each of us individually, and
all of creation. If our lives need to change to get ready for the
King’s arrival, Advent — not Jan. 1 — is the time to begin that
work.
In the Gospel for next Sunday, Jesus urges us to “beware that
your hearts do not become drowsy” from the pleasures and anxieties of daily life, and “to be vigilant at all times.” So much of
modern life tries to place something else — noise, worries, distractions, ambition, appetites, consumer debris — besides Jesus
Christ at the center of our thoughts.
But the Son of God is coming, and most of us will meet Him
much sooner and much less predictably than we think. The
purpose of Advent is to purify our hearts, refocus our lives and
turn our eyes to the Christ Child coming at Christmas. That
same Child will one day be the Lord coming in power at the end
of history. Let’s make this Advent season a new beginning in
our lives as disciples. Let’s make these next few weeks before
Christmas the truest kind of pilgrimage to the Holy Land — the
kind that readies each of our hearts to welcome an infant
Redeemer.

Pocket Flag Project: citizenship in action
BY JOHN GLEASON

Last week an open house was
held at American Legion Post
161 in Wheat Ridge to mark the
fifth anniversary of the Pocket
Flag Project, whose purpose is
to get miniature flags into the
pockets of as many front line
military personnel as possible
around the world.
The Nov. 19 celebration featured the history of the project,
flags that soldiers had sent to
the project initiators from
around the world (including one
that had been flown above a
palace of Saddam Hussein in
Baghdad), and pictures of some
of dignitaries who had been presented with flags, including
President George Bush.
From its humble beginning,
the Pocket Flag Project has involved thousands of people
from across the country who
want troops oversees to know
that here at home, they are remembered and prayed for. At
last count, volunteers have been
responsible for folding and
sending off more than 850,000
flags.
Five years ago members of
Webelos Den 7 of Cub Scout
Troop 204 were working on their
citizenship pins.
LuWanda
Ford, whose son Charley was a
member of the den, said she ran
into a veteran who had carried a
pocket-size American flag in his
pocket when he was in the service.
“It touched me in such a way
that I thought it could be used in
our Scouts training,” Ford said.
The five Webelos Scouts obtained 100 flags that they folded
in the traditional manner then
presented to people in uniform
at a special meeting.
“I wanted the Scouts to make
a connection with people in uniform,” Ford said, “and to know
that these people who were
going off to fight for us were
from our community.”
A news story about the project
and the presentation spurred
much interest and within days
the Scouts had received requests
for more than 3,000 flags. The
project took on a life of its own
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SCOUTS demonstrate their flag-folding talents at a recent open
house promoting the Pocket Flag Project. In five years, volunteers
have folded and sent 850,000 to military troops overseas.
and eventually became a non- ated it and could we send more
profit organization with a Web for other troops on the front
site where people could go to line?”
Charlie Ford, 14, said the
find out more about the project
group was taken aback when
and to order flags of their own.
“Our flags come from a manu- they sent a letter to the White
facturer who pulls them straight House, asking if they could presoff their shipping line,” she said. ent a flag to President Bush. Not
“The project has brought to- only did they present it, they got
gether many people, Boy Scout a gift in return.
“After we met the president,
and Girl Scout troops, church
organizations, businesses. It we got to tour Air Force One,” he
seems like everyone who finds said. “It was impressive.”
But the Scouts also knew that
out about the project wants to
the project was more than just a
help.”
The flags are folded into a 2- chance to meet people. When
by-2-by-3-inch triangle, which is asked why the Pocket Flag
then placed in a bag with a note Project was so close to his heart,
that reads: “A flag for your pock- Dan McKee said it was simple.
“It’s my way to support the
et so you can always carry a little
piece of home. We are praying troops as they support us,” he
for you and we are proud of you. said.
The Pocket Flag Project is
Thank you for defending our
open to any individual or organcountry and our freedom.”
Three of the five members of ization that would like to particthat original Webelos den at- ipate. Its mission is to educate
tended the open house and people about the flag and patrishared their thoughts about the otism as well as to get pocket
flags and the interest people flags into the hands of troops
overseas. Ford is happy to talk
have shown.
“We heard back from some of with anyone who would like
the military people who got more information.
“Just go online,” she said. “All
flags,” said 14year-old Leighton
Lautenschlager. “They thanked the details can be found at
us, said how much they appreci- www.pocketflagproject.com.”

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 30: St. Thomas More School, Blue Ribbon Celebration Day (10:30 a.m.); Presbyterate meeting, Bonfils
Hall, JPII Center (1 p.m.)
Dec. 2: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (8:30 a.m.); followed by Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting
Dec. 3: Mass at cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
Dec. 4: Catholic Foundation Board of Trustees meeting, JPII Center (11 a.m.)
Dec. 5: Committee of Vicars and Directors meeting, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)
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SERIES
Organizations partner to help Catholics FUNERAL
Q & A: the do’s and don’ts of
live lives of excellence, leadership
Catholic funeral practices
BY ROXANNE KING

Two local lay initiatives have recently partnered to help Catholics
— both individuals and families —
live lives of character, excellence
and virtue with the ultimate goal of
living lives in union with God.
Cardo Inc., a new Denver-based
company founded by former high
tech industry executive Jon
Simmons, and Forming Families
for the Third Millennium, a successful local Catholic apostolate
co-founded by custom woodworker Peter Stur, have joined
forces to teach Catholics how to
live lives rich with the fullness of
life in Christ.
“We’ve packaged the way that
enables people to live within the
will of God, which creates lives of
excellence,” said Simmons, adding
that Cardo’s products and programs were built to compete
against other programs in the market like that of self-help guru
Stephen Covey, but from a
Catholic perspective.
Living virtuous lives in union
with God’s will, said Simmons, was
how Jesus Christ and the saints of
the Church lived. Drawing on the
wisdom of the Church and the
saints, Cardo, a biblically-based
character development company
that offers personal development
and coaching, makes this knowledge readily available for modern
living and teaches people to live
lives of “perfect activity” — that is,
lives in communion with God, said
Simmons.
Forming Families is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to helping
develop Catholics intellectually,
spiritually and apostolically.
"People are tired of buying programs that don’t produce; the paradigm of the model of Christ does.
This relationship creates momentum," Simmons said, explaining
the Cardo-Forming Families partnership. “It’s a new lay apostolate
that has the goal of helping people
return to a life of grace, of living
fully alive.”
Both men have experienced the
radical transformation that can
happen when one turns one’s life
over to God.
Simmons, founder of Navidec,
one of the first Web services companies, was a highly successful
business executive when tragedy
hit in 1995. Simmons was involved
in a car accident that claimed the

BY JOHN GLEASON

Deacon Chuck Parker, director of
the Denver Archdiocese’s Office of
Liturgy, recently spoke with the
Denver Catholic Register about
Catholic funeral practices. The interview has been edited for space
and clarity.
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PETER STUR, left, and Jon Simmons
life of a teenager. He pled guilty to
FOR MORE
aggravated vehicular homicide
and was sentenced to a year in
INFORMATION
prison. While incarcerated, he beVisit Cardo Inc. online at
came a Catholic. His deepening
www.cardolife.com and Forming
faith and character transformation
Families at
eventually led him to where he is
www.formingfamilies.org.
today.
“I accepted responsibility; that’s
Realizing that the work of
life in Christ,” Simmons explained.
“The accident was the start of my Forming Families was great at inspiring people through its conferlife toward Cardo.”
Stur,
a
refugee
from ences and workshops, Stur said
Czechoslovakia, experienced his that the organization’s leaders also
own spiritual transformation as he recognized Forming Families wascame to accept the teachings of n’t equipping people with the skills
the Catholic Church. He arrived to necessary to apply the truths they
the United States in 1991 with his were learning — they needed to be
wife, one child, six suitcases and taught practical ways of living a
genuinely Catholic life. Cardo was
$18.
“Coming to the United States, I the answer, Stur said.
“Cardo has a set of products and
realized that even though we have
political freedom here, the true we’re getting ready to write a
freedom is to do things that are book,” Simmons explained.
right,” he said. “We don’t live that. “Forming Families is helping us
If people did that they would be so distribute those products via
workshops and teaching people.”
alive.”
“Our ultimate goal,” added Stur,
Now a woodworker with nine
children and a flourishing busi- “is to one day have a center where
ness, Sturm said that prior to his formation would be provided to
arrival here he had been chal- people and from which people
lenged by a priest to live his life in would be sent out as apostles.”
The Cardo-Forming Families
accord with God’s will as taught by
the Church, particularly her teach- partnership is the ultimate
ing on contraception. While recov- Catholic answer to any of the selfering from a broken leg he began help, time management and charreading the Bible and realized the acter building programs available,
said Simmons.
priest was right.
“I call it living the supernatural
“I was challenged with the question, ‘Am I going to be open to life,” he said. “The benefit is to live
life?’” he said. “It has been 15 years; free. ... To live fully in the moment.
“We want to galvanize all
I have nine beautiful children and
own my own business. What God Catholics to bring back this life of
has done in my life is a reward virtue,” Simmons said. “We should
from God for doing right. It is proof be the leaders in this world. We
of God’s promise that he will be should be living lives of excellence.”
with us.”

Priesthood is seminarian’s answer to God’s mercy
The Denver Catholic Register
continues its ongoing series of
profiles on the men attending the
two seminaries of the Denver
Archdiocese.
Name/Age: Vincenzo
Cardilicchia, 43
From: Turin, Italy
Seminary:
Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary

Why the priesthood?
I have discovered how much
Jesus Christ loves me. I have acknowledged the fullness of his
forgiveness, and as a consequence, I have also seen my life
from a new perspective. Before
1999, I did not care about God
and my life was focused on fun,
money
and
pleasure.
Nevertheless, at the beginning of
2000
I
joined
the

Neocatechumenal
Way.
Subsequently, God’s word forced
me to face my reality and I realized that I was blind, spiritually
speaking. However, despite all
my sins, the Lord strongly called
me to dedicate the life He gave me
to Him and to announce His infinite mercy. For me, the choice of
the priesthood is my answer to
the experience of His mercy,

See Seminarian, Page 11

Q: What questions do people
have about Catholic funeral rites?
Deacon Parker:The biggest confusion is about what is often referred to as the preliminary service,
which traditionally has been a
rosary, but there are options. The
Order of Christian Funerals has
given us a vigil service, praying the
office of the dead, and the rosary is
still a traditional option.
Q: Describe the funeral Mass.
Deacon Parker: It is much like
the Sunday Mass … with a different opening and closing. People
seem to be comfortable with the
ritual of the funeral Mass because
it’s experienced regularly.
Q:What practices are unacceptable for a Catholic funeral?
Deacon Parker: The question
arises: What kind of music can I
have? In a parish church, music
has to be liturgical and sacred. It
must speak of resurrection and
hope. According to the Pastoral
Handbook of the Denver
Archdiocese, you are given some
freedom for secular music to be
done at another place outside of
the church (like a mortuary
chapel). What freedoms are allowed depends on the venue of the
preliminary service. And there’s
the whole issue about CD music
being really inappropriate for liturgical celebration. The live musician can minister much better
than a CD.
Q: Explain about committal.
Deacon Parker: The rite of committal is a very brief service but
there are options even there that
some people exercise. Do you
want military honors, and how do
those military honors fit in with the
religious component? When was
the last time someone had a pastoral musician come to the
gravesite and sing a hymn?
(Which is an option.) When it
comes to eulogies the Church asks,
in accordance with the Pastoral
Handbook, that multiple eulogies
be done at the vigil service. But
there is the opportunity. Someone
could give a brief eulogy at the
gravesite; nothing says they can’t.
Many of these options have to be
planned with the priest or deacon
who is leading (the service). There
are wide varieties of options —
more so for the vigil and graveside,
and certain options within the funeral Mass.
Q: Where should people go to

research Catholic funeral options?
Deacon Parker: The Order of
Christian Funerals has all the
rubrics. Or visit the archdiocese’s
Pastoral Handbook, which is online
(www.archden.org/handbook), under funeral rites (Chapter
Five, Part Nine). And if someone
doesn’t have computer access we
would gladly send them a set (of
guidelines), and certainly they
could call us with questions.
Q: What misconceptions do
people have about services before
and after the funeral Mass?
Deacon Parker: People should
understand that the funeral rites
are as much for the living as they
are for the deceased and that we
only get one time to do this right.
How does the funeral liturgy speak
to the living? Weddings, baptisms
and funerals are great opportunities for evangelization — to touch
people through the pastoral care
they receive from clergy and laity.
Q: It seems there are more options than people realize.
Deacon Parker: Many people go
with
the
standard
rosary/Mass/burial because all of
a sudden a death occurs and you
have three to five days to get everything planned and get back with
your life. We believe that the grave
promises hope, even if it claims
our mortal bodies, so we are people who should be planning for our
ultimate new life and therefore
thinking about these things before
and most people don’t want to because we live in a culture that values youth and doesn’t want to talk
about death. The reality is that a
death occurs Thursday and you’re
talking about having a funeral
Mass on Monday. In that time, you
have to gather relatives, you have
to meet and plan with the funeral
home, you have to go talk to the
people at the cemetery and then
you have to go to the parish and
talk with them about planning the
Mass. It’s too many decisions in
too short a time.
Q: Explain about cremation.
Deacon Parker: Although allowed, cremation does not hold
the same value as burial of the
body. Too, the ritual says that the
scattering of ashes is not the reverent disposition the Church requires. From a psychological
standpoint it’s important that people have a place to go; it helps with
grieving. That’s why we believe that
viewing is so important; it helps
someone, in their mind, confirm
that the death has in fact occurred.
This is why the Church in her wisdom has asked for the ritual with
the presence of the body, then cremation. But it’s important that cremated remains be in interred in a
cemetery with a stone or marker so
that generations have a place to go
to remember their beloved dead.
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BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Baghdad 2006 = Tet 1968?
During the year I spent at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars, I enjoyed getting to know Peter Braestrup, who
had been Saigon bureau chief of the Washington Post and was the
living embodiment of that pulp fiction staple, the crusty reporter
with a heart of gold. While Peter made the Wilson Quarterly an important journal of ideas, his greatest contribution to American life
was Big Story, a two-volume study of the 1968 Tet offensive, the political turning-point of the Vietnam War. Alas, only two-thirds of the
lessons Braestrup drew from that debacle have been learned.
Big Story demonstrated three things: 1) that the Tet offensive was
a major defeat for North Vietnam and the Viet Cong; 2) that the
world press badly missed the Tet story; 3) that the American people
and their political leaders thought of Tet as a defeat for the U.S. and
South Vietnam. Braestrup, who died in 1997, lived to see his first
and third conclusions accepted. His second conclusion — the
media botch — has not been widely grasped, yet it’s the crucial link
between Conclusion One (Tet was a serious military defeat for the
communists) and Conclusion Three (Tet was nevertheless a huge
political victory for the military losers).
A fine review of Big Story, summarizing the book’s key points, is
available online at http://www.airpower.maxwell.af.mil/airchronicles/aureview/1978/nov-dec/bishop.html. In remembering my old
friend Braestrup, however, the point is to look ahead, not back. For
unless the American media and the American people take the second conclusion of Peter’s masterpiece seriously, we may find ourselves in the morally dubious position of turning victory into defeat
time and again in the war against jihadist terrorism.
Iraq is the obvious and immediate case in point. Jihadists around
the world talk about the mantaq al-Madrid, the “Madrid effect,” referring to the terrorist bombings of Madrid train stations that
cowed Spanish voters into deposing a government that had been a
U.S. ally in Iraq. An American equivalent of the “Madrid effect” is
the goal of the Saddamists and jihadists who continue to fight in
Iraq, even though they know they can’t possibly win — they fight in
order to degrade the political will of the American people, who are
fed a steady and (rightly) disturbing diet of Iraqi chaos and mayhem by a press corps which is repeating the same mistakes in its
war-reporting that Braestrup (an old-fashioned liberal) identified in
his painstaking study of coverage of the Tet offensive.
As Amir Taheri has pointed out, the allied coalition that invaded
Iraq had multiple goals: to depose a murderous regime, thereby
ridding the world of a serious threat to international security; to
empower the people of Iraq through a democratic political process;
and to create a new political model for the Arab-Islamic world. The
first goal was achieved, rather easily; the second goal has been
largely achieved, with a constitution written, free elections held,
and a legitimate government formed; and there are signs that all of
this has had a leavening effect on Middle Eastern politics. The jihadists and Saddamists who are causing mayhem (and fostering
sectarian violence) in Iraq know this; their purpose is to dismantle
the success that the allied coalition and the Iraqi people have, in
fact, achieved.
Reasonable people could, and did, differ about the prudence of
the March 2003 invasion. My considered judgment remains that
the allied action satisfied the criteria of a just war. But whatever
one’s position on decisions made in early 2003, surely people committed to the just war way of thinking can agree that the moral obligation to secure the peace after major combat ends — the ius ad
pacem or ius post bellum — will not be met if the “Madrid effect”
kicks in and the U.S. and its allies abandon Iraq. That emphatically
does not mean continuing failed policies. It does mean keeping focused on the legitimate, indeed noble, goal of supporting the development of a decent, self-governing society in an Iraq that could
augur a better future for the Middle East.
A Tet-like victory for the jihadists will not lead to a just peace, in
Iraq or anywhere else.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Scripture readings for Dec. 3
First Sunday of Advent
• Jeremiah 33:14-16
• Psalm 25:4-5, 8-10, 14
• 1 Thessalonians 3:12 — 4:2
• Luke 21:25-28, 34-36
Theme: Watch and pray. Ever
since Christ’s Ascension, the
Church has been eagerly awaiting his glorious return. But waiting can be tiresome. By the end
of the first century some
Christians began to lose heart
because of the apparent delay of
the “second coming.” A spiritual
weariness started to set in, and
many began to lose their faith.
Persecution didn’t help. Why believe in God and go to all the
trouble of being a Christian if

prayer the disciple keeps watch,
attentive to Him Who Is and
Him Who Comes in memory of
his first coming in the lowliness
of flesh, and in the hope of his
second coming in glory” (No.
2612).
What Pope Benedict XVI says:
“Let us pray to the Lord that in
all of us this desire, this openness to God, will be reawakened,
and that even those who do not
know Christ may be touched by
his love so that we are all together on the pilgrimage to the definitive City, and that the light of
this City may appear also in our
time and in our world” (General
Audience, Nov. 30, 2005).
Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, kindle in me such ardent desire for
you that I may never lose heart
or grow weary of believing. Help
me to be attentive to your word
and vigilant in prayer as I patiently await the day of your
coming. Amen.

the Lord will not come and save
us? Today’s readings remind us,
however, that the Lord’s advent
is always immanent — “suspended at every moment of history” (“Catechism of the
Catholic Church,” No. 673).
Therefore, we must “Be vigilant
at all times . . . and pray.”
Key Verse: “Beware that your
hearts do not become drowsy
from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily
life, and that day catch you by
surprise like a trap” (Lk 21:34).
What the “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” says: “Since
the Ascension, God’s plan has
entered into its fulfillment. We
are already at ‘the last hour.’
Already the final age of world is
with us and the renewal of the
world irrevocably under way”
(No. 670). “In Jesus ‘the kingdom
of God is at hand.’ He calls his
hearers to conversion and faith,
but also to watchfulness. In

The art of gift giving
BY HILDEGARD LETBETTER

The tradition of gift giving has
woven itself into the fabric of
most cultures and civilizations
throughout time. In ancient
Rome, the Latin word donare
was coined to designate this
custom — “to give a gift.” The
English language has welcomed
this “foreign” word into the
bosom of its vocabulary as “to
donate.” To donate incognito is
the giving of a gift in its purest
form. It means to give freely
without expectation of benefit
or reward or public acknowledgement.
Today it seems that we have
lost this integrity of truly giving
a gift as a one-way kindness, a
pure gesture of the heart. And so
we have settled for “exchanging
gifts.” We draw names, in order
to be more efficient about this
business of kindness and generosity. It is still a friendly way to
be, if we do not count and calcu-

gift giving. As I search for the gift
that will complement your life,
please do not measure my generosity. I promise I will not
measure your gift should you
give one to me. My joy of having
the privilege of choosing a gift
for you is your precious gift to
me.
The value of your gift is not
how much it cost, but the precious fabric of the resolve in
your heart to complement my
life. Let us recapture the true
essence of donare. If we learn
this well, then perhaps someday
soon we, as a nation, will give to
others without expectation of
return, without strings attached
and simply because the joy of
giving has its own rewards, such
as “peace on earth,” “good will
toward men.”
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SOLID BRONZE Nativity from
Creator Mundi Gallery is from
the Benedictine Abbey of Maria
Laach, Germany.
late, and set limits up or down.
But often it is just making a deal.
We become traders.
Exchanging a gift limits the
spirit of the feast. Expectations
and disappointments sneak in
and pollute the noble custom of

Hildegard Letbetter is the
owner of Creator Mundi, a
gallery of sacred art, music and
books in Cherry Creek North.

THE SAINTS: ST. ANDREW
Savior in the crowd and cried
out, “Behold the Lamb of God.”
Later the two asked Jesus,
“Where do you live, Master?”
and our Lord said, “Come and
see.” They stayed with Jesus
that day and Andrew rushed
home to tell his brother Peter,
“We have found the Messiah,”
and led Peter to Jesus.

As a follower of St. John the
Baptist, Andrew was with him
the day John sighted the

Andrew was one of the
fishermen of Bethsaida. One
day Jesus told Peter and
Andrew, “Go to the deep water
and let down your nets.”
“Master,” said Peter, “we have
been fishing all night, but have
caught nothing.” When they
lowered the nets they caught
so many fish they couldn't pull

the nets up. Jesus said,
“Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” And at once
they gave up their work and
followed Jesus. Andrew was
one of the first four to be
chosen.
It was Andrew who told Jesus
of the little boy who had five
barley loaves and two fishes,
which our Lord multiplied and
fed over 5,000 people.
Andrew preached in what is
now Russia, Poland and
Greece. It is said that he was
crucified at Patras on an “X”shaped cross. He is called
patron of Russia.
The feast of St. Andrew the
Apostle is Nov. 30.
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BRIEFS
Priest says murder
of Catholic leader
aimed to kill
Lebanese’ hopes

BEIRUT, Lebanon (CNS) — The
assassination
of
Lebanese
Industry Minister Pierre Gemayel
was “an operation trying to kill the
hope of the people,” said Father
Joseph Abu Ghazale, parish priest
at the Maronite Catholic Church of
St Anthony’s, about 50 yards from
where Gemayel was gunned
down. “Pierre was here in this
church six months ago, and he
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heard me talk about martyrs and
how they live on after death. He
believed and was ready to sacrifice
himself,” said the priest. “He represented the ambitions of all the
young people in Lebanon, and
that enthusiasm will only increase
now.” Gemayel, 34, and his bodyguard were killed Nov. 21 while
driving through Beirut’s Christian
neighborhood of Jdeideh. His car
was rammed by another vehicle.
Then, witnesses said, at least three
gunmen leaped out of the vehicle
and sprayed his car with 20 bullets
from
automatic
weapons
equipped with silencers. They
fired at near point-blank range
through the driver’s window at
Gemayel, who was at the wheel,
and at his bodyguard seated in the
passenger seat. At least 10 bullet
holes could be seen around the
driver’s window, and the front
seats were covered in blood.

Papal trip to Turkey:
key questions test

Benedict’s pontificate

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI travels to Turkey in
late November, a four-day visit
aimed at building bridges with
Islam, reaffirming dialogue with
Orthodox Christians and encouraging a tiny Catholic minority in a
Muslim country. The Nov. 28-Dec.
1 trip was first envisioned as an ecumenical event, but interreligious
issues have taken center stage. The
pope’s remarks about Islam at the
University of Regensburg in
September upset many Muslims,
and Turkey will offer the pope a
platform to explain his views to the
Islamic world. It will be the pope’s
fifth visit outside Italy and his first
to a country with a Muslim majority. He arrives in Ankara for meetings with government officials,
goes to the historic site of Ephesus
for Mass, and closes out his visit
with Orthodox and Catholic communities in Istanbul. Situated
where Asia and Europe meet,
Turkey has for centuries been a
place where Islamic cultures met

the “Christian” West — often in
conflict, as at the time of the
Crusades. In the current climate of
global cultural and religious tensions, that makes the papal visit all
the more significant.

Pope Benedict’s
scholarly book on
Jesus scheduled for
March release

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI has completed the
first volume of a major scholarly
and spiritual book on Jesus of
Nazareth, a work he began several
years before being elected pope.
“Jesus of Nazareth: From the
Baptism in the Jordan to the
Transfiguration” is scheduled for a
March release in Italian by the
Rizzoli publishing house and in
German by Herder Verlag.
Announcing the publication Nov.
21, Rizzoli and the Vatican gave reporters copies of the book’s preface and a portion of its introduction. In the preface, signed “Joseph
Ratzinger — Benedict XVI,” the
pope wrote that for decades he
had noticed a growing scholarly
distinction between the “historical
Jesus” and the “Christ of faith,” a
distinction that many Christians
now accept as accurate. But, he
wrote, if the human Jesus was totally different from the Jesus depicted in the Gospels and proclaimed by the Church, what does
it mean to have faith in him? “I
trust the Gospels,” the pope wrote.

Pope rules ‘for many’
must replace ‘for all’
in consecration

WASHINGTON (CNS) — By a
personal decision of Pope
Benedict XVI, priests in future
years will begin to say Christ’s
blood is poured out “for many”
instead of “for all” in the words of
consecration at Mass. The
change simply reflects more accurately the normative Latin
phrase “pro multis” and does not
signify any change in Catholic
teaching that Christ died for all.
“It is a dogma of faith that Christ
died on the cross for all men and
women,” Cardinal Francis Arinze,
prefect
of
the
Vatican
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments, said in an
Oct. 17 letter to presidents of
bishops’ conferences around the
world explaining the decision to
require a literal translation of the
Latin text. The letter was published in the United States in late
November in NewsLetter, a publication of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on the Liturgy. In a
commentary on the letter,
NewsLetter said priests should
not make the change yet.
“Absolutely no changes may be
made until the new translation of
the Roman Missal has been approved by the bishops and confirmed by the Holy See. The completion of the missal is at least
several years away,” the commentary said.

Please support the advertisers who help support the Catholic Register!
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
What does
‘theotokos’
mean?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
In November, the Church
remembers the Presentation of
the Virgin Mary. This quiz looks
at her presentation.
1. What was the presentation
ritual?
a. The occasion upon which
Jewish children were brought to
the Temple and dedicated to the
Lord, with sacrifices;
b. It was a ceremony named for
the presents received by a
newborn child, for example the
gifts of the Magi;
c. It is unknown because much of
the Jewish background has been
lost.
2. In which book of the Bible do
we learn about Mary being
presented?
a. In the Gospel of Mark;
b. In Revelation;

a. In the 1300s;
b. In the 1500s;
c. In the 1700s, just before the
French Revolution.
8. What happened in 1372?
a. The observance of the feast
was permitted in the West;
b. De Mezieres was burned as a
heretic for supporting Joan of
Arc;
c. The French won the World
Series.
9. Though various popes had
differing ideas about the feast,
this pope eventually made it
universal:
a. Sixtus IV;
b. St. Pius V;
c. Sixtus V.
10. When was that?
a. In the 12th century;
b. In the 16th century;
c. In the 18th century.
11. In the East, The Presentation
of the Theotokos is one of these:
a. The four precepts of the
Church;
b. The 12 great feasts;

c. In none of them.

c. The icons mandated to be
placed on the priest’s vestments.

3. The age at which Mary was
presented is believed to have
been:

12. What does “theotokos”
mean?

a. Three years old;

a. It means “small Jewish girl,”
so refers to Mary;

b. 13, when she was nominally a
woman;

b. It means “God-bearer”;

c. At the age she had her first
child, so probably 17.
4. Where was the feast first
observed?
a. In the West;
b. In the East;
c. In Ireland.

c. It is the literal translation of
Miriam, “golden haired.”
13. When do the Eastern
Churches celebrate the feast
(also called The Entrance of the
Theotokis into the Temple)?
a. On the same date as the
Western Churches, Nov. 21;
b. On Aug. 30;

5. When was that (No. 5)?
a. At least by the eighth century;

c. The date varies each year, as
they use a different liturgical
calendar.

b. After the Reformation;
c. Only since being authorized in
the post-Reformation period.

14. The name of the feast should
not be abbreviated to “The
Presentation.” Why?

6. Philip de Mezieres was a
supporter of the feast. Who was
he?

a. No reason for it, it is just
Church policy;

b. A French knight who served in
the East;
c. The leader of the 34th
Crusade, which sacked
Constantinople.
7. When did he campaign for the
recognition of the feast?

b. To avoid confusion with the
feast of the Presentation of the
Lord;
c. Because once you shorten
words you’ll be saying things like
“OK” and “Pope Benny” at Mass.

ANSWERS: 1.a, 2.c, 3.a, 4.b, 5.a,
6.b, 7.a, 8.a, 9.c, 10.b, 11.b, 12.b,
13.a, 14.b

a. St. Philip, one of the first
deacons;
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GOOD SHEPHERD
Grade School
Principal Diana
Bennett and
kindergartener
Samantha Davis
present a $4,800
check to Viviana
and Jorge Paredes.
The family was
forced out of their
home after a car
destroyed the first
floor. The Paredes’
two sons, Jorge
and Alejandro, are
students at Good
Shepherd.

Students come together
to benefit displaced family
BY JOHN GLEASON

Students from two Catholic
grade schools put on their thinking
caps and came up with ways to
help a Denver family that was displaced from their home as the result of a car crashing through the
wall and demolishing the first
floor.
In separate efforts, the children
from Good Shepherd School and
Escuela de Guadalupe decided
that they had to help the family get
back on their feet.
Jorge Paredes is in the first grade
at Good Shepherd. His brother,
Alejandro, attends kindergarten.
They, along with their parents,
Jorge Sr. and Viviana Paredes, had
to move out of their house early
this month after a car tore through
the first level. When other students
at Good Shepherd heard about
their classmates’ misfortune, they
decided to do something to help.
Lisa Waters is an art and religion
teacher at Good Shepherd. When
she first pitched the idea of decorating and selling bears for donations to aid the family, even she
was surprised at how quickly and
eagerly the students responded.
“When you’re feeling down,
teddy bears really help,” Waters
said, adding that the students just
“took off with the idea.”
Waters said she got a hold of donated material, yarn and a boxful
of teddy bears and let her students
go to work. The children fashioned
many kinds of outfits for the bears,
dressed them and put them on
sale. It was soon obvious that
keeping up with the demand was
going to be quite a challenge.
“We sold the bears at the
school,” Waters said, “putting little
adoption signs around them to let
people know that they could adopt
a bear to help the Paredes family.”
Waters said the students expected to make $350. When the last of
the bears was adopted, the figure
was almost $3,000.
“It took my breath away,” she
said. “But everyone got so excited.
We had parents coming in requesting specific types of bears. They
were gone as soon as the children
could make them.”
Good Shepherd Principal Diana
Bennett expressed pride in the stu-

dents and the effort they put forth
in the project, saying that not only
did the youngsters pitch in, but
parents got involved in their own
way as well.
“This was so much more than
we expected,” she said. “The middle school kids made the bears and
I’ll bet that every one of the
younger students bought one.”
In addition to the bear project,
students also got involved in a
penny drive while parents organized a bake sale. When everything
was added up, proceeds from the
projects totaled more than $4,800,
which was presented in the form of
a check to the family at a school
Mass Nov. 22 at Good Shepherd
Church.
Viviana Paredes is a kindergarten teacher at Escuela de
Guadalupe in Denver. When
Escuela students were informed
that one of their teachers had to
move out of her house, they decided that each class would adopt one
member of the family and give
them a care basket. According to
Escuela Principal Vernita Vallez,
the kids were creative.
“They brought all kinds of
things,” Vallez told the Denver
Catholic Register. “There were toys
and food and clothes; some of the
children drew cards to put inside.
They all wanted the Paredes family
to know they were being cared for.”
One second-grader, Adan Perez,
at hearing that the family had to
move out, volunteered his home as
a temporary shelter.
“I’ll draw them a map and tell
them what bus to get on,” he told
Vallez. “I’ll go call my mom to see if
it’s OK.”
Following the Mass at Good
Shepherd, Jorge Sr. told the Denver
Catholic Register that he and the
family were overwhelmed at the
outpouring of generosity.
“We feel as though we’ve been
adopted,” he said. “From the baskets to the teddy bears and bake
sale, we are very proud of the children as they put their love and faith
into action.”
The selflessness with which the
children performed their service
also awed Waters.
“I am so impressed with them,”
Waters said, “for demonstrating
true Catholic values.”
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BRIEFS
Escuela de
Guadalupe School to
get new playground

Thanks to a successful
fundraising campaign, the
Escuela de Guadalupe School
community will build a new,
safer playground in the spring of
2007.
The northwest Denver school
raised more than $100,000 in
three months for the renovations. The City and County of
Denver’s
Department
of
Housing and Neighborhood
Development program awarded
the school an $80,000 grant with
the provision it must provide a
25 percent match.
The grant and fundraising
campaign were announced in
September,
said
Anthony
Garcia, parent-chair of the playground project. The fundraising
goal was reached by early
November.
“What I didn’t expect was how
much our parents would give,”
said Garcia. “We’re not a wealthy
community here.”
The majority of students who
attend Escuela de Guadalupe
qualify for a free or reduced
lunch and receive a hefty scholarship in order to attend.
Between student fundraising efforts, which were matched by
Wells Fargo Bank, parent contributions and donations from individuals in the surrounding
community, the school actually
exceeded its goal a week prior to
the goal deadline.
“I was speechless,” said David
Card, Escuela president. To fulfill a promise that he would
shave his beard if the students
reached their goal, on Nov. 10
Card did so before a delighted
student assembly.
Escuela de Guadalupe is a
Catholic, dual-language kindergarten through grade five
school.

Denver Cristo Rey
school strengthened
through Gates
Foundation grant

CHICAGO — Earlier this
month the Cristo Rey network of
urban,
college-prep
high
schools announced an investment from the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation to expand the
network and strengthen current
schools to better serve thousands more low-income students in cities nationwide.
Cristo Rey schools enroll lowincome and underserved youth
in some of the country’s most
challenged school districts,
places where few high-quality
school options are otherwise
available. The signature component of Cristo Rey schools is
its corporate internship program, which gives students realworld work experience and con-

nections with career role models in some of the nation’s
biggest companies.
Existing schools strengthened
through the grant include
Arrupe Jesuit High School in
Denver. There are currently a
dozen Cristo Rey schools across
the country. Six new Cristo Rey
schools are slated to open in
2007.

Teen girls invited to
participate in
upcoming modesty,

fashion program

Pure Fashion, an international, one-of-a-kind program created for high school girls to promote modesty and foster purity
and the dignity of the human
person, is inviting girls age 14 to
18 to participate in its upcoming
program.
The program consists of four
monthly events, beginning Jan.
20, 2007, and culminating in
modeling in the Pure Fashion
Show on May 6, 2007.
For more information, visit
online
at
www.purefashion.com, call 720-

482-3572, or send e-mail to
purefashiondenver@msn. com.

Holiday event to
benefit children,
battered women
Bienestar Family Services at
Centro San Juan Diego is sponsoring Vino y Chocolate (Wine
and Chocolate), a holiday event
to benefit the Immigrant and
Battered Women’s Project of the
organization from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. Dec. 7 at the center, located

at 2830 Lawrence St.
Attendees are invited to bring
a gift of clothing, coats and toys
for children age newborn to 10
years. Indicate age and gender
on children’s gifts.
The center will be selling
Mexican shawls and table place
mats woven by the Las Mujeres
de Esperanza y Fe (Women of
Faith and Hope), a faith-based
community located in the city of
Juarez, Mexico, assisting woman
and their families.
For more information and to
R.S.V.P. to attend, call 303-2978696.
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‘The Nativity Story’: biblical tale gets ‘artful, reverent deeply affecting retelling’ in new film
BY DAVID DICERTO

NEW YORK (CNS) — In an effort to reach as wide a market as
possible,
most
Christmasthemed movies come giftwrapped in a secular brand of
sentimentality that completely
misses the true meaning of the
holiday. But Hollywood finally
gets it right with “The Nativity
Story” (New Line).
From the opening strains of the

soundtrack — hints of the Advent
hymn “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel” — you know you’re
in good hands.
A composite of the birth narrative accounts in the Gospels of
Matthew and Luke, embroidered
with apocryphal traditions as well
as the imaginative inspiration of
the filmmaker, the Bible story gets
prestigious treatment in director
Catherine Hardwicke’s artful, reverent and deeply affecting

CNS PHOTO/NEW LINE

KEISHA CASTLE-HUGHES, center, stars in a scene from the movie
“The Nativity Story.” The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting
classification is A-I — general patronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is PG — parental guidance suggested.
Some material may not be suitable for children.
retelling. The film has an excellent
international cast and impressive
production design similar to that
of “The Passion of the Christ,” the
financial success of which no
doubt paved the way for this
movie. (Without the blood and
controversy, however, “The
Nativity Story” should appeal to
an even wider audience.)
Filmed in Matera — the ancient
Italian town where Mel Gibson
shot “The Passion” — and
Morocco, it opens with prophecyparanoid King Herod (Ciaran

Hinds) plotting to kill all the male
babies in Bethlehem.
Flashing back a year, Zechariah
(Stanley Townsend) is told by an
angelic voice that his wife
Elizabeth (Shohreh Aghdashloo),
though advanced in age, will bear
a son.
In Nazareth, her young cousin,
Mary (Keisha Castle-Hughes), a
peasant girl — still practically a
child and living under the daily
uncertainties of Roman occupation — is informed by her parents,
Anna and Joaquim (Hiam Abbass

and Shaun Toub), that she is to
marry Joseph (Oscar Isaac), an
upright carpenter a few years her
senior. Troubled over her betrothal to “a man I hardly know, a
man I do not love,” Mary withdraws to a nearby grove where the
Annunciation, nicely handled,
takes place, with Alexander Siddig
personifying the angel Gabriel
who reveals she will give birth to
Jesus.
Meanwhile in Persia, the three
Magi set out to follow the star
westward (explained here as a
rare convergence of Venus, Jupiter
and an astral body).
What is described with only a
few lines in Luke’s Gospel becomes the meat of the film, as
Joseph and Mary undertake the
arduous journey from Nazareth
to Bethlehem, battling sandstorms, treacherous terrain,
hunger and, while passing
through Jerusalem, thieves.
Along the way, Hardwicke,
raised Presbyterian, weaves in references that foreshadow events in
Christ’s life: Mary washing
Joseph’s feet; Joseph expressing
anger over merchants in the
Temple courtyard; a roadside crucifixion. In a more symbolic allusion, during a river crossing, Mary
is imperiled by a snake, echoing
the serpent of Eden.
Though the New Testament is
sparse on details about Mary and
Joseph, the thoughtful screenplay

See Nativity, Page 11
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Nativity
From Page 10
of Mike Rich, a practicing
Christian, manages to flesh them
out while remaining faithful to
Scripture, beautifully suggesting
the humanity beneath the halos.
Castle-Hughes conveys maturity well, playing Mary with all the
anxieties that anyone would have
in her extraordinary situation
while having to deal with the disparaging looks of neighbors, the
threat of stoning and the incredulity of her own parents. Her
mother even hints at rape.
Particularly touching is a scene in
which Mary sits alone at night
pondering why God has chosen
her (“I am nothing,” she sighs).
Likewise, Isaac soulfully essays
Joseph with an empathetic decency, as he quietly shoulders his appointed responsibility, while troubled by an abiding sense of inadequacy.
As to the birth of Jesus, it’s all
there: the shepherds, the Wise
Men, etc. Despite some greetingcard gloss, cloying sentimentality
is avoided. Throughout the film,
Hardwicke never waters down the
religious elements to make the
story more palatable for nonbelievers, most clearly demonstrated
when she has one of the Magi proclaim the radical truth of the
Incarnation by declaring that the
infant is “God made into flesh.”
In a poignant moment that inextricably links the manger to the
cross, his fellow traveler — after
his companions have presented
their gifts of gold and frankincense
— tearfully offers the Christ Child
myrrh “for his sacrifice,” portending Jesus’ atoning death.
Astute eyes will catch the shot of
one of Herod’s minions scouring
the abandoned cavelike stable
after the holy family has fled to
Egypt and finding a swaddling
cloth draped over the vacant
manger, presaging the empty
tomb.
Though placed differently from
Luke’s Gospel, Mary’s “Magnificat”
is incorporated by Hardwicke in a
way that’s most effective.
Amid the Christmas pageant elements, there are a few brief images (the slaughter of the innocents, for example) that may upset
very young children. Both Mary’s
and Elizabeth’s painful labor are
vividly depicted.
The film’s hopeful message
should resonate beyond Christian
audiences to a world still groaning
for peace and good will.
The film contains some violent
images. The USCCB Office for
Film & Broadcasting classification
is A-I — general patronage. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG — parental
guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.
David DiCerto is on the staff of
the Office for Film & Broadcasting
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. More reviews are available
online at www.usccb.org/movies.
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One-day Spanish-language vocations
discernment retreat draws 50 youths
BY EL PUEBLO CATÓLICO

Spanish-speaking youths from
across the Denver Archdiocese attended a one-day retreat in which
they reflected on the importance
of discovering the particular vocation to which God calls each person. The Nov. 18 event at the John
Paul II Center drew more than 50
young men and women.
Father Angel Perez, parochial
vicar of St. Therese Parish in
Aurora, delivered a dynamic
keynote address.
“It was not you who chose me, it
was I chose you,” Father Perez said
in his opening remarks, quoting
John 15:16. He told the youths that
our entire lives should be oriented
by these words.
“Why are we not happy?” the
young priest queried. He answered his question by sharing the
story of his own vocational call.
“In spite of having everything
the world tells you that you need
to be happy, I was never satisfied,”
he said. “I kept asking myself what
else I needed in order to be happy.
Then the words of Christ penetrated my heart: ‘I have food that
you do not know of. ... My food is
to do the will of the One who sent
me.’
“These words changed my life
because I discovered that, even

though I was a good man, I was
still doing what I wanted and was
not ready to do the will of God,”
Father Perez continued. “Later, I
discovered that the plan God has
for each one of us is to be happy —
to be saints.”
Father Perez urged the young
people to have a heart that is available and open to do whatever it is
that God asks them.
“Your age is a dangerous age,”
he warned. “It is the time in life
when we make some of the most
important decisions, since so
many of them have a great impact
on your future — and you can’t go
back.”
To discover one’s particular vocation, he said, we must take life
seriously.
“Life is a great gift, but sometimes we waste it by living it superficially,” he said. “We live like
mad people, without knowing
where we are going! Nonsense is a
grave illness of our time. We live
outside of ourselves because we
are afraid of our own fundamental
questions.”
Father Perez closed his talk by
encouraging everyone present to
be faithful to their vocation.
“Let’s not deny God the possibility of many knowing eternal life
through us,” he exhorted. “Let’s respond as our Mother (Mary) did:

‘Let it be done to me according to
your word.’ Many things depend
on our fidelity.”
Presenters Father Jorge De Los
Santos, vicar for Hispanic
Ministry, and Lara Montoya, a
consecrated laywoman of the
Marian
Community
of
Reconciliation, spoke on vocational discernment. They described vocational discernment as
a process that includes setting
aside time to commit to discovering God’s call, and emphasized
that a strong spiritual life is necessary to discerning well. The speakers recommended making use of
spiritual direction, participating in
Church activities, and learning
about and being open to the different vocations.
During the retreat, attendees
also had the opportunity to meditate on Scripture, discuss their
concerns and hear the testimonies of those who have gone
through a process of discernment.
This workshop ended with
Mass presided by Father De Los
Santos.
As a result of the retreat, a vocational discernment group was
formed. Its first meeting is set for
6:30 p.m. Nov. 30. To participate,
call Ursula Jimenez in the Office of
Hispanic Ministry at 303-7153247.

BRIEF
Religious sister
honored for ministry
to Hispanics

Please support the advertisers who help support the Catholic Register!

The Mexican Consulate in
Denver honored Sister Alicia
Cuaron, OS.F., Ed.D., by presenting her with the Merito
Comunitario (Community Merit
Award) at a Nov. 20 ceremony
hosted by Juan Marco GutierrezGonzalez, consul general of
Mexico.
Mayor John Hickenlooper was
on hand as special guest for the
presentation.
The Merito
Comunitario Award recognized
Sister Cuaron for her ministry and
dedication to the Mexican community in Colorado.
The
Franciscan sister is the first recipient of the award.
Sister Cuaron is the founder of
Bienestar Family Services at
Centro San Juan Diego, which
provides a variety of services for
Hispanic families in need to empower individuals to build strong
lives.
Mar Muñoz-Visoso, Centro San
Juan Diego executive director,
said the award is deserved for all
that Sister Cuaron has done for
the community.
“Sister is a visionary who believes everything is possible if you
find the right people to help you,”
she said.
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Not too late to save for retirement
BY BRIAN T. OLSZEWSKI
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

As baby boomers age, it is not
uncommon to hear conversations
that contain an “It’s never too late
to ...” sentence. It can refer to any
number of topics that include, but
are not limited to, travel, exercise,
education — and saving for retirement. For aging boomers, not only
isn’t it too late to save, it is imperative according to Al Hannan.
“People should be doing something,” said Hannan, associate
professor of business at the College
of Notre Dame in Baltimore.
That something, particularly for
people in their mid-50s or older,
should be done immediately.
While Hannan has been teaching at the College of Notre Dame
for 20 years, he was an elementary
school teacher, with undergraduate and graduate degrees in
English, when his concerns about
meeting his family financial needs
prompted him to invest. “I did it
out of fear,” he said.
Realizing that what he and his
wife wanted to provide for their
three children, particularly in their
options for education, would
probably not be attainable on a
teacher’s salary, Hannan studied
for and received a real estate license in 1973, earned an MBA in
1976 and became a CPA for the
state of Maryland. In 2005, he
earned his law degree.
Commenting that people historically are “poor financial planners,”
Hannan, who teaches an undergraduate elective course titled
“Personal
Financial
Management,” said that many
people maintain “I’ve got time! I’ve
got time! I’ve got time!” when it
comes to planning for retirement.
Those on the eve of receiving their
first AARP cards don’t.
Hannan’s advice includes:
—Putting money into a 401K
pension plan for those working at a
for-profit entity or into a 403B for
those at a not-for-profit company.
He noted that one can put as much
as $15,000 annually into one of
those plans. It is not taxed until one
retires and draws upon it.
“Talk to your plan administrator,” Hannan advises. “Do something while you still have time.”
—Making contributions to a regular
Individual
Retirement
Account or to a Roth IRA. He recommended using a well-established bank or a firm like Merrill
Lynch. “Go with a large company;
stay away from the small financial
planners,” he said, citing security
concerns.
—Investing in mutual funds.
These funds “are anything from investing in government securities to
some that do small stocks,” he
said. The latter, he noted, might require more risk and a longer-term
investment.
“The older you get, the less apt
you are to take a risk,” he said of the
relative security of mutual funds.
Cautioning against get-rich
quick schemes, Hannan cited a
Wall Street adage: “Bulls make
money. Bears make money. Pigs
get slaughtered.”
He said mutual funds were a

good investment since before the
stock market crash of 1929. “They
return, on average, 11 percent (of
an investment).”
Hannan recommended that
those doing financial planning for
retirement go to their public library and read everything they can
about investments. “Make it a
hobby or an avocation,” he advised.
Once people have done their
homework, he offers another piece
of advice. “Be conservative (in your
investments).” The 63-year-old
professor urges people to “get professional advice and counsel.”
Hannan referred to a Towson
State University study showing
that the majority of people who retire have $25,000 or less in assets
and are relying on Social Security
and pensions. But, he continued,
“more and more companies are
doing away with defined benefit
plans.” (A defined-benefit pension
is one in which a company pays x
amount of money per year to a retiree.) Instead, companies are opting for defined payments, in which
they set aside a percentage of an
employee’s earnings, but let the
employee decide how to invest it.
“Social Security is a horrible investment. It has changed dramatically,” he said. “It is covering things
it was never intended to cover.” He
thinks that by 2017 fewer people
will be working and that Social
Security will be paying out more
than it has coming in.
While older Americans might
fall back on life insurance as a
source of support, Hannan cautions against that approach.
“Life insurance is OK, but not as
an investment vehicle. Term (insurance) is the best,” he said. “You
need enough insurance to pay off
your bills.”
Hannan noted that one financial
step many older people can take is
to downsize their homes, taking
advantage of tax laws that protect
substantial gains on the sale of one
home over a lifetime.
“Sell the larger home and get
something smaller,” he said, recommending a home with two
apartments — one in which people can live and one they can use
for income. Downsizing also lowers heating bills and taxes, and involves less overhead and insurance.
Brian T. Olszewski is executive
editor of the Catholic Herald newspaper in Milwaukee.

Please support the advertisers who help support the Catholic Register!
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Priest who came to Denver in ill health,
continues service to Church 56 years later
BY BILL MILLER

“I came out here to die.”
That was Father Joseph M.
O’Malley’s response when asked
why he left a seminary in
Montreal, Canada, for one in
Denver more than half a century
ago.
Moving from sea level to the
Mile High City and its thin air improved his health — and Father
O’Malley, now 81, has given 56
years of priestly service to the
Archdiocese of Denver.
Born Nov. 27, 1925, in Worcester,
Mass., Joseph O’Malley was educated in public schools and the
college of Holy Cross in Worcester.
After working on the general staff
and as a police reporter for the
Worcester Telegram Gazette, he
entered and graduated from St.
Thomas Seminary in Broomfield,
Conn. He then attended the
Pontifical Grand Seminary in
Montreal, Canada, but his health
prompted the transfer to St.
Thomas Theological Seminary
(now St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary) in Denver.
He completed his formation in
Denver, but was ordained to the
priesthood by Cardinal John J.
Wright on May 18, 1950, at St.
Paul’s Cathedral in Worcester.
“I was given permission to be
ordained in Worcester so that my
parents and friends would not to
have to incur the expense of coming to Denver for the celebration,”
Father O’Malley said.
He did, however, bring two
things with him to Denver: his
Boston-Irish accent and his love of
newspaper work.
“I thought sure because of
newspaper experience I would be
assigned to the Denver Catholic
Register,” Father O’Malley said.“At
that time the Register published
not only the Denver edition but
similar newspapers throughout
the country.”
While he did not pursue a journalism career at the Register,
Father O’Malley did become a
publisher. He writes, edits and distributes a newsletter of general
Catholic religious interest and beliefs. In the more than 50 years of
publication, he has distributed
some 650 issues of the newsletter,
Talking at Random, to a long list of
friends.
Because of his experience as a
police reporter on a newspaper of
general circulation, in addition to
having a father who was a fireman,
he has always admired police and
firemen. He has served as chief of
chaplains of the Denver Fire
Department since 1958. Police
and fire radios are on in his kitchen
24 hours a day, and he responds to
fires and disasters such as the tragic shooting at Columbine High
School on an ongoing basis.
His first assignment was to St.
Philomena Church where he was
assistant pastor for seven years. He

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ALTHOUGH “retiring” in 1989, Father Joseph O’Malley has been
anything but idle. He remains active as chaplain for the South Metro
Fire District, in the Knights of Columbus, and edits numerous
newsletters of Catholic religious interest.
served as Catholic chaplain at the
Federal Correctional Institution in
RETIRED AND
southwest Denver from 1957 to
INFIRM PRIESTS
1967, when he was transferred to
COLLECTION
Colorado Springs to be the pastor
The Denver Archdiocese's
of Divine Redeemer Church. He
Retired and Infirm Priests
returned to Denver to become the
Collection will be taken up in
founding pastor of Risen Christ
parishes on Dec. 3. Please be
Parish in southeast Denver and
generous.
supervised the building of that
unique church, fondly referred to
by some Catholics as the “ski Parole Corrections Associations,
jump” church because of its un- American Catholic Chaplains
usual architecture.
Association,
Colorado
Law
He was appointed pastor of Enforcement Association and the
Notre Dame Church in Denver in State Firefighters Association. He
1984 and served as pastor there has served as chaplain at National
until ill health (diabetes) forced his Jewish Hospital and for the Civil
retirement in 1989.
Air Patrol (he is a retired lieutenant
In the interest of accuracy, one colonel), Our Lady of the Bell
should probably not refer to Telephone Employees and the
Father O’Malley as “retired.” He State Fire Chiefs Association.
continues to serve and is: chaplain
An excellent administrator,
for the South Metro Fire District, Father O’Malley was vicar for
Knight Commander of the Catholic education for the archEquestrian Order of the Holy diocese where he initiated the
Sepulcher of Jerusalem, an active Archdiocesan Program of Support
and Fourth Degree member of the of Catholic Schools for parishes
Knights of Columbus and is without
Charter Friar - Fourth Degree - of
Catholic schools. He chaired the
the Mother Seton Assembly. He Archdiocesan Personnel Board
keeps in touch with retired priests, from 1972 to 1977 and the Priests
says daily Mass in the chapel in his Retirement Committee from 1975
townhouse in southeast Denver, to 1984. He was dean of the
volunteers regularly to assist pas- Southeast Denver Clergy from
tors at Our Lady of the Pines 1976 to 1980. He also found time
Church in Conifer, Christ the King to be an adjunct professor of crimin Evergreen, and St. Catherine’s in inology at Regis University and suBuffalo Creek, publishes his pervised the training of chaplains
newsletter on a regular basis and for the Bureau of Prisons.
has completed “Sixteen-hundred
He loves to travel and regularly
pages of a history of the Denver visits relatives and friends in New
Archdiocese and the priests who England and once a year takes an
served.” That history covers the extended vacation with lifelong
years 1910 to 1950.
friend Father Philip McNamara.
“I have about 500 more pages to
A voracious reader and historido to complete the history,” Father an, Father O’Malley invariably
O’Malley said.
presents a book or two from his
Throughout his priestly career, vast collection to visitors.
Father O’Malley has actively parThe man who came out to
ticipated in a wide variety of or- Denver “to die” several decades
ganizations and associations in- ago walks several miles a day,
cluding the Governor’s Committee works diligently on his history of
on Institutions, the Mayor’s the archdiocese and on his
Committee
on
Citizenship newsletter, corresponds with
Relations, the National Council on friends throughout the country
Crime and Delinquency, The and continues his unselfish work
Colorado Western Probation- for the archdiocese.
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Opportunities for older volunteers to serve
BY PAT WARGOCKI
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The joy in helping others feeds
the soul. Volunteers get back
much more than they give.
Many seniors are taking volunteering to a new level by making
full-time commitments ranging
from one week to more than three
years of service. Why?
Some have been volunteering
all their lives and now, retired or
with families raised, have the opportunity and desire to do more.
For others it’s a whole new experience, perhaps something they always wanted to do.
Here are just a few of the volunteer programs available for people 50 or older:
Maryknoll Lay Missioners: For
those wanting to volunteer overseas and willing to make a commitment of three and one-half
years, the Maryknoll Lay
Missioners has volunteer assignments in Latin America, Africa
and Southeast Asia. They welcome seniors with overseas experience and a facility for learning
languages. The admissions
process is rather long, and volunteers must attend a 13-week orientation offered annually in the
fall.
Shorter affiliate programs are
also available outside the U.S.
with Maryknoll. Seniors who have
specific skills, say as a computer
specialist, can teach overseas for a
month or two. In addition, the
Maryknoll China Volunteer
Teacher Program accepts seniors
up to age 65 to teach English in
China for one year. Volunteers
complete an intensive five-week
summer orientation program before being assigned.
For more information on
Maryknoll programs, look at their
Web
site:
http://laymissioners.maryknoll.o
rg. or call the Maryknoll, N.Y., office at 800-818-5276.
Mercy Volunteer Corps: This
sponsored ministry of the Sisters
of Mercy of the Americas offers
one-year volunteer opportunities
in the United States and two-year
international assignments in
Guyana and Honduras.
Seniors of all backgrounds are
welcome, especially those with
expertise in the health care field,
education and social services. The
Mercy Volunteer Corps is committed to helping poor and marginalized people, especially
women and children. Volunteers
work in urban and rural settings,
serving those with HIV/AIDS or
physical and mental challenges,
children, adolescents, young
mothers, the elderly and the
homeless.
To learn more visit their Web
site at: www.MercyVolunteers.org
or call their central office in
Gwynedd Valley, Pa., at 215-6415535.
Ignatian Lay Volunteer Corps:
Volunteers 50 and older are
placed in service inside the U.S.

Volunteers live in their own
homes but get together as a community once a month to discuss
their volunteer experiences and
pray in the Ignatian tradition.
They also attend three retreats
during the year and meet with a
spiritual guide monthly. The time
commitment is two to three days
of service a week for 10 months
(September to June).
The Ignatian Volunteer Corps
partners with various agencies,
including soup kitchens, literacy
centers, schools, hospices and
prisons that need volunteers in
the following cities: Baltimore,
Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland,
Detroit,
Los
Angeles,
Minneapolis,
St.
Paul,
Philadelphia, New York, San
Diego, St. Louis, Washington and
its northern Virginia suburban
area.
For more information, see their
Web site: www.ilvc.org or call the
Baltimore office at 888-831-4686.
Franciscan Covenant Program:
This is a full-time, volunteer program for mature adult Catholics
to live, work and pray in community with Franciscan Friars at retreat houses in California. Most
members are in their 50s and 60s,
having taken early retirement in
order to spend part of their lives
working at something they can
feel strongly about.
The program is open to singles
or married couples and requires a
commitment of one year, renewable by invitation for up to six
years or until age 65. Members
share in daily prayer, Mass and
meals with the community, and
they live in private rooms at the
retreat center. They use their talents to support the retreat ministry in everything from plumbing
and designing Web pages to administration.
For further details, see
www.franciscancovenantvolunteers.org or call the San Juan
Bautista, Calif., office at 831-6231119.
Christian Appalachian Project:
The unique part of this program,
which serves 13 counties in eastern Kentucky, is that seniors can
commit for whatever time they
have available. Most short-term
opportunities for individuals are
for three weeks. If seniors want to
come for just one week, they are
encouraged to do so as part of a
group. Long-term commitments
of nine months or more also are
available.
Depending on the volunteers’
skills and interests, there are numerous opportunities for seniors
to work with children, help adults
get a GED and repair roofs or
build handicapped ramps at elderly people’s homes. One shortterm opportunity is to serve at
one of the Christian Appalachian
Project’s summer camps, where
medical personnel are needed especially.
All volunteers receive room and
board, and most live in community in a Christian Appalachian

Project house. Groups stay at
local churches.
For more information, see:
www.chrisapp.org or call the
Lancaster, Ky., office at 800-7555322.
Catholic Network of Volunteer
Service: Dozens more opportunities can be found through the
Catholic Network of Volunteer
Service. Their comprehensive list
of U.S. and foreign volunteer
placements is posted at the Web
site www.cnvs.org.
Pat Wargocki is a freelance
writer living in Tucson.
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Protect parish elders from neglect and abuse
BY TERESA ODLE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Troubling statistics published
in 2006 by the National Center
on Elder Abuse reported that
abuse and neglect of elder and
vulnerable adults had risen
nearly 20 percent in the four
years between their 2000 and
2004 surveys. In 2003, two of
every three elder abuse victims
were women, and more than
one-half of alleged perpetrators
of elder abuse or neglect also
were women.
Most elder abuse and neglect
— nearly 90 percent — take
place in the home. But this
could be happening in a home
near you. So the center has
begun working with the faith
community to help coordinate
efforts aimed at preventing
elder abuse and involving congregations and spiritual leaders
in intervention.
“We have to deal with the belief that ‘it’s not happening in
my parish,’” says Sara C.
Aravanis, director of the
National Center on Elder Abuse.
For example, Aravanis says
that like much of the abuse and
neglect that occurs, the actual
statistics on elder abuse are
largely unseen or are just the tip
of the iceberg. Social service organizations such as Adult
Protective Services and police

agencies can only track cases of
abuse and neglect that come
through their doors. She estimates that for every “one case
they see, there are probably four
more out there.”
This is largely due to the isolation in which many older adults
live. “It is a big threat,” says
Aravanis. The survey she cited
revealed that self-neglect is the
most common type of maltreatment, at about 37 percent, followed by caregiver neglect at 20
percent. Elizabeth Church, an
attorney in Albuquerque, N.M.,
who often is called upon by the
courts to serve as a guardian ad
litem in cases concerning older
adults, says that self-neglect is
the most common problem she
sees.
As a guardian ad litem,
Church is appointed by the
court to serve as a sort of temporary guardian, usually to
solve a situation brought about
by someone’s concern that an
elderly person is incapacitated.
Often a family member or other
person is petitioning to act as
conservator or guardian on an
elder adult’s behalf.
“A conservator handles a person’s finances, while a guardian
will oversee the person’s physical well-being — ensuring that
the older adult has a place to
live, is well dressed, eating, getting to the doctor, etc.,” says

Church. To help determine if a
conservator or guardian is required, she will meet with family members, the proposed
guardian, perhaps his or her
physicians and will review financial records if conservatorship is at issue.
She also meets with older
adults in their homes to assess
their knowledge of such matters
as when to dial 911, how well
they handle strangers at the
door or telephone and in-person solicitations, and whether
they are paying bills, cooking
and eating. She’ll file a report for
the court with the goal of “finding the least restrictive alternative that maintains their rights
yet also protects them.”
Often, having to call in a professional like Church can be
avoided if friends, neighbors
and the community help prevent the isolation in which older
adults may neglect themselves
or suffer at the hands of caregivers or strangers. Church says
that loneliness and isolation frequently are the causes of financial problems that initiate family concerns and court intervention. “I have seen people give
money to strangers, give away
their cars,” she says.
Aravanis says that often you’ll
see patterns of behavior that tip
you off to neglect or abuse.
Thus, regular visits and tele-

phone calls are important, and
they can ease isolation by showing that others care. Parishes
can organize volunteers to make
regular visits to older members
who live alone, especially when
their usual appearance at Mass
is missed.
When visiting these elderly
people, it is important just to
spend time with them, but it’s
also good to watch for warning
signs of self-neglect, such as
changes in personal hygiene,
weight loss or extreme changes
in housekeeping. Church says
that many don’t eat enough,
don’t eat right and even have
spoiled food because they just
can’t get to the store.
If you suspect a serious prob-

lem that requires action, don’t
be afraid to go to your priest or
someone in your parish for consultation or to contact your local
Adult
Protective
Services
Program. And make your parish
a safe place for victims of abuse
or neglect by talking openly and
speaking out against elder
abuse.
You might also display
brochures called “What Every
Faith Congregation Needs to
Know About Elder Abuse” from
the National Center on Elder
Abuse, available by calling 202898-2586 or visiting www.elderabusecenter.org.
Teresa Odle is a freelance
writer in Albuquerque, N.M.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Father Andreas Hoeck will
lead the rosary and give the
Benediction of the Most Blessed
Sacrament. All are welcome and invited.
Dec. 3: 3 p.m.
Healing Service: with Father Michael
Walsh. Sacred Heart of Mary, 6739 S.
Boulder Road, Boulder. Service to follow Adoration.
Dec. 3: 2:30 p.m.
Padre Pio Prayer Group: St. Patrick’s
Old Mission Church, 3325 Pecos St.
Confessions, Mass and Benediction.
Contact Mary, 303-364-0871.
Dec. 2: 9:30 a.m.
Ecumenical Healing Service: with
Father Hermanagild Jayachandra. St.
Martin de Porres, 3300 Table Mesa
Drive, Boulder. Call 303-499-7744.
Dec. 4: 6 p.m. - 7 :30 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Call 303-526-0758.
Every first Friday: 8 a.m.-noon

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Potluck and White Elephant Sale:
sponsored by Denver Cursillo.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 11385 Grant
Drive, Northglenn. Call Steve, 303550-5101.
Dec. 9: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Music in the Afternoon: offered by
the Ladies of Charity of Holy Ghost,
1900 California St. Performers include
a Grammy -winning jazz pianist, a professor of music from Metro State
College, and guest singers from Holy
Ghost Parish. Call Elizandra, 303-6277414.
Dec. 3: 1:30 p.m.

Christmas Market: St. Martin de
Porres, 3300 Table Mesa Dr., Boulder.
Handmade crafts, quilts, artwork,
baked goods, religious items and
more. Free admission. 303-499-7744.
Dec. 2: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Interfaith Creche Exhibit: nativities of
every nationality and size. Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1939
E. Easter Ave., Littleton. Visit www.interfaithcreche.org.
Nov. 30 - Dec. 3

Mapping Nativity: Museo de las
Americas, 861 Santa Fe Drive.
Presenting over 100 dioramas of traditional and non-traditional nativities
from three contemporary artists.
Oct. 27 - Dec. 31

St. Nicholas Dinner and Dance: sponsored by Holy Protection Byzantine
Church. Knights of Columbus Hall,
1555 Grant St. Live band, free parking. Cost: $25 per person. Call
Andrea, 303-750-5452.
Dec. 2: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS

Gift Fair: to benefit nonprofit organizations. St. Thomas University Parish,
898 14th St., Boulder. Organizations
include People of Hope Crafts, Habitat
for Humanity, the Women’s Bean
Project and more. Call Mary Ann, 303447-8128.

Dec. 2: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Dec. 3: 8 a.m. - 2 p. m.

An Introduction to Discernment: hosted by the St. Catherine of Siena
Institute. Designed to help in recognition of the signs of a personal call in
life. JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.
Free of charge, bring a lunch. Call
Mike Dillon, 888-878-6789.
Dec. 2: 9 a.m - 3:30 p.m.
Theology of the Body: presented by
Mary Beth Bonacci. Holy Ghost
Church, 1900 California St. Seminar to
be held in the basement.

Dec. 6: 7 p.m.
Support Group for Parents of Gay and
Lesbian Children: St. Frances Cabrini,
Parish Community House, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Father Sean
McGrath will attend . For more information call Drew Conneen, 303-6831718.
Every first Wednesday: 7 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES
Scandinavian Tour: lead by Father Phil
Meredith and Msgr. Tom Fryar. Call
Tom Chapman, 720-283-4733.
July 2 - 13, 2007
Guadalupe: Celebrate the feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Visit the Shrine of
Our Lady of Ocotlan, the Cathedral of
Puebla and the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Call Father Weber, 303455-0447.
Dec. 8 - 13

ENTERTAINMENT
Music for Advent and Christmas: musical vespers for organ and brass.
Featuring organists of Colorado.
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St. Call 303282-3442.
Dec. 10: 3 p.m.
Combined Christmas Choirs: Our Lady
of Loreto, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road,
Foxfield. Presented by the choirs of
Our Lady of Loreto, Queen of Peace,
St. Michael the Archangel, and St.
Thomas More. Admission free.
Dec. 10: 7:30 p.m.

SINGLES
Christmas Potluck and Gift Exchange:
North Metro Catholic Singles.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 11385 Grant
Drive, Northglenn. Bring side dish and
wrapped Christmas gift. Call Mary Jo,
303-457-8289.
Dec. 3: 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.

18 l

NOVEMBER 29, 2006 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Seminarian

nary?
I found true love and forgiveness in my Neocatechumenal
Way catechists who really showed
me the mercy of Christ. With great
patience they called me to conversion. For this reason I started
to think very seriously about

From Page 3
which always overwhelms my
weak faith.
What led you to enter the semi-

God’s will in my life, about what
God wanted me to do on earth. I
discovered that God wanted me
to announce the “Good News” as
a priest. For this reason I decided
to enter the seminary.
What has been your impression
so far?

the Lord is showing me paternal
patience. Every day He shows me
His love through the advice of the
formators, who are outstanding
examples of faith and tirelessness.
I am not worthy to be blessed
with a vocation to the priesthood,
but I gratefully cling to God’s will.

My experience in the seminary
has been very good. I have seen
how the Lord provides for everything we need in our studies and
daily duties. I see that the Lord
strengthens me in whatever activity I have to do. Without considering my sins and my weak faith,

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

Fundraisers Needed
P/T $6.00 an hour
plus incentives.
Computer knowledge
helpful.
Apply at: Association for
Senior Citizens
2839 W. 44th Ave.
Denver, CO 80211 or call
Janette 303-455-9635
from 8:30-3:00.

HELP
WANTED

PAYMENTS GOING UP?
* Have HELOCs or ARMs whose rate and payments

Receptionist
Needed
10am-5pm Mon.-Fri.
Send Resume.
Fax: 303-757-4158
PH: 303-504-0313

Bishop Machebeuf High School
is looking for a full time
English teacher.
Send resumes to:
jcontreraz@machebeuf.org.
Call 303-344-0082 x15
for more information.

HOME CAREGIVERS
Experienced
non-medical
caregivers to assist
elderly in their
homes. PT/FT
303-398-7069

PianoTuner/Technician

“10 Secrets to Successful Homebuying”
whether you’re a first time buyer or a move up buyer.
To get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

keep increasing?

going up and your equity is going down?
* Have high interest credit card and other non-tax
deductible debt with huge payments?

1-800-232-4391 Ext. 3333

Randy Spierings
Strategic Debt Planner - Englewood Branch
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
"The Local Company You Can Trust"
Toll Free - 888-240-6758
rjspierings@comcast.net
www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com.

Tuning, Regulation, Repair
20+plus year experience

This is a no obligation community service hotline sponsored
by Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
Licensed by the Colorado Department of Law/UCCC
as a Supervised Mortgage Lender
License Number 987701-004

303-901-7923
alamoalto@katewwdb.com

303-256-5748

FREE MONEY!
Secrets Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline.

1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111

or go to www.bestfreeloaninfo.com
This is a no-obligation community service.
Hotline sponsored by FM Free Mortgage Info., Inc.

WARNING –DON’T BUY A HOME
WITHOUT READING THIS FREE REPORT

F. Thomas Fiedler

* Have a negative amortization ARM where your balance is

Now is the time to FIX your problem with a new FIXED RATE
mortgage. Let me put together a strategic debt plan integrated
into your overall financial plan to show how we can maximize
your wealth. For a FREE, no cost, no obligation analysis
valued at $200 please give me a call at…

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS & REFINANCERS BEWARE!

Christian Care Service

Christopher C. Felton, P.C.

provides
Companion & Homemaking services
4 to 24 hours per day
for Young/Elderly persons
in their home.
Call 303-487-6494
Licensed & Bonded

Attorney at Law

(303) 295-8988
Criminal Defense • Family Law
Personal Injury • Worker’s Compensation
Real Estate-Construction Law
Civil Litigation
y
e
Serving the Denver Community Since 1988

Regis University offers exciting career opportunities at:
https://jobs.regis.edu. Computers can be accessed at many
public libraries as well as the Regis Department of Human
Resources (3333 Regis Blvd - West Hall).
Regis University, with more than 16,000 students, is comprised of Regis College, the School for Professional Studies,
and the Rueckert-Hartman School for Health Professions.
The University is recognized by U. S. News & World Report as
a Top School in the West and is one of 28 Catholic Jesuit colleges and universities throughout the United States. In addition to the main campus in N.W. Denver, CO, Regis has campus locations in the DTC, Longmont, Broomfield, Colorado
Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora and Las Vegas, NV, and offers
online programs.
Regis does not unlawfully discriminate in either the provision of educational services or in employment practices on
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed,
ancestry, gender, age, marital status, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, physical or mental disability, or any
characteristic protected by applicable local, state, or Federal
law. Within this context, Regis does reserve the right to give
employment preference to persons who demonstrate by
word and practice a commitment to the University’s mission
and educational goals.

HALL RENTAL

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck

Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

800-511-4409

(303) 623-9383

www.unchildren.org

HOLIDAY
EVENTS

United Children’s Fund, Inc.

CHRISTMAS TREES
AND FAMILY FUN
Luckylure Christmas Trees
Highway 73 at Brook Forest Road
in Evergreen
Check Out our web site.
ColoradoChristmas Trees.com

Weddings, Receptions,
Ann., Birthdays, Baptism,
Retirement Parties
1555 Grant St.
(303) 861-2419
10% Discount with this ad
call John Williams - Hall Mgr.
7

2

3,

6

SONS OF ITALY NEW YEARS EVE PARTY!
Sunday December 31, 2006 5929 West 32nd Ave. (32nd & Harlan)
Come join us for a wonderful evening of fun, excellent dinner, live music
and open bar. Hats, horns and Champaign will be served at midnight
followed by rolls, juices and coffee.
Cocktails - 6:30 pm. Dinner - 7:00 pm. Dancing - 8:30 pm.
Only $65.00 per person, Formal or Semi Attire. All are welcome.
For tickets or information call: Jerry Brunetti, chairman 303-432-2120,
Ann Ciancio 303-235-9308, Mary Canzone 303-422-1692
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage
Door Company

303-989-6040
Sales & Service
Since 1994

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e
A ALL TYPES
OF PLUMBING

*Plumbing repairs
Res. & Comm. Wiring *Drain cleaning
Quick, prompt, profession- *Water heater
al electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling *Disposal
*Toilets, Sinks
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
*Sewer, Faucets
at cost) Free quotes.
We do it ALL!

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

Senior Discount
Licensed & Insured

303-422-3192

Call: Jack

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Manuel Reeves

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext

PAINTING

Bonded & Insured

Where your business
is always appreciated!

FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

www.cjroofing.com

Add’l Circuits,
ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
Lighting,
Quality Work
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
SMART
MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
• Door Replacement TUBS, Room Additions Service
Free
Inspections on Roof Replacements
• Finish Basements
Upgrades a Specialty
Established
in 1978 and Locally Owned
Free Estimates
• Kitchen & Bath
Licensed & Insured
Remodel

and much more!

(303) 937-8854

303-762-9484
Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
INSECT-DISEASE CONTROL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products

Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

Early Bird & Senior Discounts
CALL NOW!

303-394-2802

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters, Siding
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

UNITED
CUSTOM
PAINTING

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

Exterior/Interior
Quality Workmanship
Reasonable Rates
Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Insured

Free Estimates

Mike 720-365-2528

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office

CJ Roofing Company

40 yrs. experience

Inc.

Holiday Special
7’ Electric Openers
$300+Tx Installed
Garage Doors 10% Off
Service 10% Off
Family Owned &
Operated
303-979-8084

60 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
AND
J & G UPHOLSTERY
SLIP COVERS
NO LABOR
Upholstery

PRO IMAGE
PAINTING INC.
Since 1984

formerly Custom Design &

For a custom
professional touch
Call Your Full Service
Painting Co. including
DRY WALL & TEXTURING

Colorado School Upholstery

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery

720-366-5564

10% off with ad
720-434-3090

Juaquin & Gil Garcia

Duplex for Rent
Bennett, CO
Brick 3 Bedroom, 2 baths,
unfinished basement, oversized garage,
Large kitchen, fireplace,
beautifully decorated, large yard,
steal at $1300/mo.
Call 303-337-4846

FOR SALE
OR RENT

Maid
2
Order
* Family Owned &

HOME CARE
& CLEANING

Williams & Sons
Electric

MILE HIGH Tile/Grout
TREE CARE,
Problems

Columbine
Garage Door

PAINTING

Remodeling

Operated
* No Strangers
in Your Home
303-425-8888
Call 7 days a week for
FREE Estimate
Broomfield - Arvada
Westminster

CLEAN AS A

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
CHARGE SPECIALS
when you call on
All you pay for
Is My Fabric and Supplies
advertisers!

10% Senior Discount
P/U & Delivery

RICK
720-290-3502

Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!
Mt. Olivet Madonna
Mausoleum
Single crypt #156, Tier F,
first level.
Today’s cost $6000 +
opening closing
& lettering.
Only asking $4300/obo
303-751-2952
or 303-715-3111 wk

SOUTH EAST HUD HOME

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths & Basement
WHISTLE
2 Car garage, Hardwood Flrs, Fireplace,
WINDOW
Fenced yard on Cul-de-Sac,
$175,000
CLEANING
CALL:

303-248-9435

Many Others - All Areas
Bob Schimpf 720-339-6525
Remax Infinity

(303) 715-2045

loretta.trujillo@archden.org
(303) 715-3212

20 l

NOVEMBER 29, 2006 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

