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Author Babsie Bleasdell to
deliver opening address at
faith conference

THIS
YEAR’S
Living the
Catholic
Faith
Conference
is set March
17-18 at the
Adam’s Mark
Hotel in
downtown
Denver.
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ARCHBISHOP CHARLES CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP., embraces students from two different Catholic schools during an annual Mass for fifth-graders held Feb. 24 in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. The archbishop was emphasizing that family is all about children. From left: Jessica Glass and Brandon Gobert from
St. Vincent de Paul School, Archbishop Chaput, Davante Hornbuckle and Daniela Ukuni from Annunciation
School.
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O.F.M. CAP.

God remakes the
world through our
living witness of faith
Upcoming faith conference is an
opportunity to deepen our ability to
carry Christ’s mission into the world
God remakes the world with our deeds, not our intentions. What distinguishes real faith from surface piety is
whether we actually do what we say we believe.
Our mission as disciples is not simply to pass along good
morals to our children, or convey a sense of God’s hand in
the world. These things are vital, of course, but they don’t
exhaust our vocation. Our mission is to bring the world to
Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ to the world. Each of us is a
missionary, and our primary work is the conversion of our
own hearts and the hearts of others so that someday the
whole world will acknowledge Jesus Christ as humanity’s
only savior and Lord.
That’s a big task. We can’t do it by just “dialoguing” about
it, any more than Christ could redeem us by writing an
essay on sin. The Gospels have power because they tell the
story of what God did; what his only son did; and what
Christ’s followers did. The Passion accounts of Christ’s suffering and death move us so deeply because they show in
bitter detail how unashamedly God loves us.
This is the hot spark at the heart of every other sincere
attempt to tell the Passion story. God spared not even his
own Son in saving us. No wonder the cross draws the eye
of great artists again and again down through the centuries. The blood of the cross reminds us that — at least on
one day in history — love had no limits. And since then,
everything has been different.
God built the Church we’ve inherited through the love of
generations of believers. Their witness made our faith possible. It’s now our turn to shape the future by the zeal we
bring to our own daily witness. It’s our turn to act. It’s our
turn to live our Catholic faith with all the courage and
strength Christ brought to loving the Church he founded.
Next week, March 17-18, Catholics from around
Colorado and the Rocky Mountain region will gather at the
Adams Mark Hotel in Denver for our annual Living the
Catholic Faith Conference. This is one of the key teaching,
learning and fellowship events of our life as a community
of faith. With a list of outstanding sessions and speakers —
and a vitally important discussion panel this year on
Catholics, justice and immigration reform — the conference is the perfect place to nourish our faith and renew
our discipleship. The 2006 conference theme is “Be Coworkers in the Truth” (Jn 3: 8), and we have the great joy of
welcoming San Antonio’s Archbishop Jose Gomez, no
stranger to Denver, as one of our main speakers. I’ll definitely be there. I hope you will be too. Please join me.
The Church depends on God who will always protect
her. But she also depends on us to carry Christ’s mission
into the world. Words are cheap. Actions matter. It’s time to
live our Catholic faith as the apostles did — and through it,
to reshape the world.
For information and registration regarding the Living the
Catholic Faith Conference, call Cece Conlin at 303-7153260.

Author Babsie Bleasdell to deliver
opening address at faith conference
BY JOHN GLEASON

we know the faith, that we have
been taught the faith, but we
There is still time to register for sometimes veer from the faith.”
the 2006 Living the Catholic Faith
Bleasdell said that we as
Conference next month. The con- Catholics are commissioned by
ference, which will feaGod to do certain things,
ture presentations, exbut often we forget what
hibits and workshops,
we are supposed to do
will be held March 17-18,
and the reason is simple:
at the Adam’s Mark Hotel
fear.
in Denver. Last year,
“God has given us the
more than 2,000 people
spirit of faith and love
attended the two-day
and a sound mind,” she
event. This year organizsaid. “Despite this, we
ers are expecting an even
continue to say we are
BABSIE
bigger turnout.
afraid of this or that.”
BLEASDELL
Over the weekend, parWe must go forth and
ticipants will delve into subjects teach the truth, Bleasdell exlike teaching, parenting and chal- plained.
lenges faced in today’s world. The
“I ask God to show me the way,”
many workshops are designed to she said. “I say if He will open the
guide participants in their faith.
way, I will jump in. And he opens
One of the featured guest speak- the path in the most amazing
ers will be Bishop Nicholas ways.”
DeMarzio of the Diocese of
Bleasdell, who turns 85 this year,
Brooklyn, who will talk about im- said that she isn’t traveling as
migration within the context of much as she used to, but she feels
Catholic social teaching. He’ll then that time is closing in and she is in
lead a panel discussion that will in- a hurry to get the word out about
clude Denver Archbishop Charles speaking the truth.
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., Colorado
“When you attend a university,
Springs Bishop Michael Sheridan you have a certain amount of time
and Pueblo Bishop Arthur N. to complete the curriculum,” she
Tafoya.
said. “If you don’t finish in the alAlso speaking at the event will be lotted time, that’s too bad for you.”
author Babsie Bleasdell, who will
Other conference speakers inopen the conference with a clude Dominican Father Peter
keynote address titled, “Go and Girard, Alejandro Aguilera-Titus,
Teach My People the Truth.”
who will speak on adult faith for“My message to the audience mation and pastoral ministry, and
will be one of faith,” Bleasdell told San Antonio Archbishop Jose H.
the Denver Catholic Register. “That Gomez, S.T.D., who will celebrate

LIVING THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
CONFERENCE
When: March 17-18
Where: Adam’s Mark Hotel, 1550
Court Place, Denver
What: Annual faith-building
conference open to all with
presentations in English and
Spanish.
Cost: $55 per person for one
day, $75 for two days
Information/registration
materials: Visit www.archden.org,
click on conference link

Mass on the second day of the
conference and will also address
one of the Spanish-speaking workshops about the importance of
sticking to our Catholic faith in a
secular world.
The conference is not only for
those who wish to reaffirm their
faith, but also an opportunity for
anyone who wishes to reconnect
with the Church.
A registration form can be
downloaded from the conference
Web site at . Complete the form
and return it with the registration
fee ($55 for one day, $75 for two
days) to: Living the Catholic Faith
Conference, Attention: Cece
Conlin, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
CO 80210-2599. For more information,
call
303-715-3260.
Spanish-speaking attendees, call
303-715-3247.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
March 9: Lenten Day of Prayer for priests, Christ the King Chapel (10 a.m.); Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
Mass, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (7 p.m.)
March 10: Catholic Foundation Board of Trustees meeting, JPII Center (11 a.m.); Faith and Unity weekend,
Bonfils Hall, JPII Center
March 11: Latin American Educational Foundation Gala, Adam’s Mark Hotel
March 12: Rites of Election, cathedral (2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.); Mass at cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
March 13: Mass, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Holy Ghost Church (6 p.m.)
March 14: Committee of Vicars and Directors meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.); Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
Mass, St. Helena Parish, Fort Morgan (6 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Stephane Dupre, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed assistant
chaplain, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Littleton, effective Feb. 1, 2006, for a three-year period.
Rev. Charles Van Vilet, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed assistant
chaplain, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Littleton, effective Feb. 1, 2006, for a three-year period.
Rev. Won-Tae Lee, Diocese of Masan, Korea, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and
appointed pastor of St. Lawrence Korean Parish, Aurora, effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.

CORRECTION
A Web address referred to in George Weigel's column in last week's Denver Catholic Register was missing from
the text. The Web address is: www.baltimorebasilica.org. The Register apologizes for the error.
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Church’s efforts to fight unfair
statute of limitations bills
earning positive results
BY ROXANNE KING

Response from parishioners to
Church efforts calling attention
to inequalities in statute of limitations legislative bills has been
keenly positive — and those efforts are reaping some encouraging results, a Church representative reported to the Archdiocesan
Pastoral Council March 4.
Christopher Rose, a director
with the Colorado Catholic
Conference, the public policy
arm of the Catholic Church in
Colorado, was among those
making reports to the primarily
lay council that serves as a senior
advisory group to Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. The
council meets quarterly. APC
Chair Bob Zarlengo of Our Lady
of Fatima Parish in Lakewood led
the daylong meeting at the John
Paul II Center.
Other speakers addressing the
council included Nancy Walla,
special counsel to the archbishop and liaison to the U.S. bishops’ Office of Child and Youth
Protection, and Jamila Spencer, a
coordinator with the Colorado
Catholic Conference.
Rose reported on the status
and consequences of three bills
currently before the Colorado
General Assembly that would extend or eliminate the statute of
limitations for allowing lawsuits
on the sexual abuse of minors:
House Bills 1088 and 1090 and
Senate Bill 143. In their original
forms, all three of the bills ignored the serious problem of
sexual abuse in public schools
and other public institutions,
and focused instead on religious
and private organizations.
Colorado Catholic Conference
representatives, expert witnesses
and lay people have faced hostile
legislators while testifying on the
bills at the State Capitol to urge
lawmakers to either amend the
bills to make them equal — with
the same civil and criminal
penalties, financial damages,
time frames for lawsuits and
statutes of limitations for public
and private entities — or to defeat them, said Rose.
A
February
letter
by
Archbishop Chaput urging
parishioners to contact their legislators about the three bills
caused the Colorado Catholic
Conference’s legislative network
— at 600 members prior to the
letter — to more than double in
size, reported Rose.
“It’s very gratifying to see that,”
he said.
Additionally, Rose said, a recent news story noted that documents secured under open
records requests by a Denver
newspaper, and radio host and
attorney Dan Caplis, revealed
that Senate President Joan Fitz-

Gerald, D-Coal Creek Canyon,
had received 150 e-mails or letters supporting her bill — SB 143
— and 700 against it.
Also as a result of Church efforts, House Bill 1088, sponsored
by Rep. Rosemary Marshall, DDenver, and Sen. Paula Sandoval,
D-Denver, was recently amended to eliminate the criminal
statute of limitations for incidents of sexual abuse against a
minor occurring after July 1,
2006. The revised bill covers all
perpetrators equally and is not
retroactive — and civil statutes of
limitation would remain in
place.
The revised HB 1088 has
drawn the support of all three
Catholic bishops in Colorado.
Unfortunately, SB 143 continues to be a bad bill, said Rose.
Senate Bill 143 would open a single two-year period within which
victims could sue private but not
public institutions for the actions
of someone living or dead, regardless of how long ago the alleged abuse occurred. According
to the Colorado Catholic
Conference, the bill was heavily
influenced by plaintiffs’ attorneys who have been involved nationally with lawsuits against the
Church.
House Bill 1090, sponsored by
Rep. Gwyn Green, D-Golden,
would lift the statute of limitations in sex abuse cases involving
children. The bill was amended
last month to include both public and private institutions, but
the language of the bill is confusing and needs further revision,
Rose said.
Archbishop Chaput asked the
APC members whether they
agreed with the Church’s efforts
on the three legislative bills.
Council members heartily said
yes and urged the archbishop to
continue those efforts.
Walla delivered an update on
current litigation against the
Denver Archdiocese, reporting
that the current cases that have
been filed alleging sexual misconduct against minors by two
priests refer to events of 25 to 40
years ago and involve a former
priest of the archdiocese and a
priest who is now deceased.
Spencer reported on the U.S.
bishops’ Justice for Immigrants
campaign, a parish-based program being implemented in the
Denver Archdiocese that aims to
build awareness of Catholic social teaching on immigration
and educate the faithful about
the need for immigration reform.
In concluding the meeting,
Zarlengo announced that APC
member Leanne Super of St.
Frances Cabrini Parish in
Littleton has been named vice
chair of the council. She will take
over as chair in one year.
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CHRISTOPHER ROSE

Society-wide problem of child sex
abuse demands fair, equal statute
of limitations reform
BY CHRISTOPHER ROSE

to local law enforcement. The Catholic Church in
Colorado has voluntarily reported credible allegaOn the front page of the March 5 Sunday Denver
tions of sexual abuse to law enforcement for years.
Post, skeptics of the Colorado Catholic Conference
In fact, critics might be surprised to learn that at
had to face an unpleasant truth; a truth that
least two public school districts have contacted the
Colorado’s Catholic bishops have been criticized for Denver Archdiocese’s Office of Youth and Child
stating in the past two months: that adult sexual
Protection over the past two years for help in trainmisconduct with minors is a systematic, societying public employees to prevent the sexual abuse of
wide problem.
minors. We’re grateful and eager to assist them.
Catholics have learned the hard way about sexual
Since 2002 alone, more than 18,000 employees,
abuse: the suffering of innocent victims within the
volunteers, seminarians and clergy have undergone
Church, the terrible damage to families, and the
this training by the archdiocese. Unfortunately, no
humiliation to the Gospel. There’s
public institution — not one — can
no reason for any Catholic to take
match that record. Background
Every citizen of
comfort from anyone else’s sins
checks simply require a $6.85 fee to
Colorado,
regardless
of
and crimes and the real human
the Colorado Bureau of
faith and political party, Investigation; but the continual
pain they caused. But the facts
now do clearly show that sexual
should insist that the screening and training offered by
abuse is not a uniquely, or even
the archdiocese require a more sigColorado General
disproportionately, “Catholic”
nificant investment. Of course, the
Assembly pass fair,
problem. In fact, other institutions,
cost is worth it to adequately proincluding public schools, may learn equal, sensible and com- tect children.
some very useful lessons about
Although critics now concede
prehensive statute of
how to prevent such abuse in the
limitations reform — that Colorado legislators are doing
future from the Catholic Church.
the right thing in seeking to hold
with no tricks, no
Sunday’s Post article on
public and private institutions
retroactive targeting, no equally accountable, they rarely
Colorado’s public schools was by
no means comprehensive. It did
evasions and no escape mention that Colorado legislators
not focus specifically on incidents
agreed to consider this idea only
clauses.
of public school teachers’ sexual
after hundreds of Catholics and
misconduct. Instead, it restricted
Christopher Rose other concerned citizens demanditself only to those offending teached this fairness over the past
ers and coaches who had negotiatmonth.
ed their way back into the public education system.
Reasonable people can understand that confiNonetheless, the report did detail how some
dentiality, rooted in a concern for both victims and
teachers implicated in sexual abuse against minors
the accused, plays an important — and in many
are allowed to reapply for a new teacher’s license
ways necessary and appropriate — role in the pubafter their original licenses have been revoked.
lic discussion of sexual abuse. As previously reportSome of these teachers received new licenses.
ed by the Denver Catholic Register, the Colorado
Several are teaching in public schools throughout
Catholic Conference made a request recently under
Colorado.
the state Open Records Act for all records of sexual
Contrast the March 5 Post news story with a Post
abuse against minors in 21 school districts and
opinion column just one Sunday before it, in which county health departments throughout Colorado.
former Colorado Lt. Gov. Gail Schoettler asserted
Every public school district responded by declining to
that the Catholic Church protects those who “have
release the information. Let me repeat that: Not
violated the sacred trust of caring for children.” Ms.
one thought the Open Records Act required them to
Schoettler repeatedly claimed that the Catholic
disclose incidents of sexual abuse of students.
Church is protecting criminals and not victims. She Despite this, we still received more than 130 records
offered no evidence of any sexually abusive priest
from the Colorado Department of Education docuor deacon working in any capacity for the Church.
menting serious Colorado public school teacher
But this week’s subsequent Post article was able to
and coach misconduct incidents since 1997 — 85 of
provide Ms. Schoettler with specific instances of
which involved serious adult public school sexual
currently employed public school teachers who had
misconduct with minors in the last eight years.
been convicted of a variety of crimes, from drug use
As the father of a young son, and with a wife due
to sexual abuse of minors.
to deliver our second child next month, I’ve
Lest people forget, it was Colorado’s Catholic
learned, like every parent, to worry about their safebishops who first called for the protection of all
ty. No Coloradan should feel complacent about the
children, regardless of where they are abused, and
society-wide facts we now know regarding adult
for holding all institutions to the same high stansexual abuse and misconduct with minors — indards on the issue of sexual abuse of minors. Ms.
cluding in public schools and other public instituSchoettler labeled this a “dandy idea.” At the
tions.
Colorado Catholic Conference, we hope we can
Every citizen of Colorado, regardless of faith and
count on her support. We also sincerely invite leadpolitical party, should insist that the Colorado
ers from the public education system to join the
General Assembly pass fair, equal, sensible and
state’s Catholic bishops in arguing that all children
comprehensive statute of limitations reform —
should have the same civil remedies for sexual
with no tricks, no retroactive targeting, no evasions
abuse in every respect — regardless of where the
and no escape clauses.
abuse occurred, or by whom, or under whose supervision.
Christopher Rose is the associate director of public
Religious and public schools must report
policy for the Colorado Catholic Conference, the
all incidents of child abuse, as required by state law, public policy arm of Colorado’s Catholic dioceses.
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Q&A
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Church in Colorado seeks fair treatment under law
BY MARY DETURRIS POUST

GEORGE WEIGEL

The episcopal opportunity
The late Ronald Knox was thought to have a sterling wit, but I’ve
never found anything of his as funny as a proposal attributed to his
brother, Wilfred: like Ronald, before the latter’s conversion, an Anglican
clergyman. Wilfred Knox was also a theologian and, as the story goes,
once proposed a two-volume study of Christian ethics. The first volume would be entitled, Respect for the Clergy. The second volume
would be styled more simply: Other Virtues. I laugh, or at least smile,
every time I run across that tale, and I expect most Catholics would,
too. Which is a good thing, because our amusement reflects that distinctive Catholic combination of a profound respect for the ordained
ministry of the Church and a cheerful skepticism about the sillier aspects of clerical culture. That instinct – reverence without sycophancy –
has stood the Church in America in good stead ever since what Father
Richard Neuhaus called the “Long Lent of 2002” brought the Church’s
ordained ministry under the microscope of public scrutiny. Some of
that scrutiny was biased and unfair; some of it was even vicious. But if
the intent of the biased, the unfair, and the vicious was to promote a
contempt for their priests among the people of the Catholic Church,
that intention fizzled. The overwhelming majority of Catholics in
America know that the overwhelming majority of their priests are men
living virtuous lives of self-sacrifice.
At the same time, however, the Long Lent of 2002 has left a residue of
deep, and in some cases, smoldering, lay discontent with the Church’s
episcopal leadership. Catholics have understood that a scandal of clerical sexual misconduct became a crisis of enormous (and, in financial
terms, still untold) proportions because of the failures of bishops: failures that were theological as well as managerial. Some, perhaps many,
bishops believe that this reaction is unfair, that the entire episcopate is
being maligned for the malfeasance of a few. There is perhaps some
truth in that complaint, but until the bishops of the United States show
a far greater capacity for self-correction than they’ve shown to date, lay
discontent will continue. And it will likely grow.
That discontent, which often focuses on inept administration, has
already taken some unhelpful forms. The Boston-based Leadership
Roundtable on Church Management, while identifying some real
problems in Church governance, has addressed those problems with
proposals that would, in effect, turn the Catholic Church in America
into another liberal Protestant denomination. And even the most wellintentioned initiatives toward the reform of diocesan governance (and
there are some out there) must contend with the fact that changes in
management structures and processes will only take the Church so far.
Indeed, any such reforms must clearly protect the bishop’s authority as
governor of his local Church while freeing him to be the apostle – the
evangelical witness – he was ordained to be. That’s a tall order, but not
an impossible one.
Whether that tall order will be filled is one of the great questions of
U.S. Catholic life today. The actuarial tables dictate that the episcopal
leadership of American Catholicism will change, dramatically, over the
next several years. Two American cardinals are already beyond the retirement age of 75; one cardinal will turn 75 this month, and another
will turn 75 next year. In addition, two more metropolitan archbishops
will reach 75 in 2006. Five dioceses currently have no bishop; six have a
bishop who is past 75; and in five more, the bishop will turn 75 this
year. A major transition is, clearly, at hand. The new apostolic nuncio,
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, will play a large role in guiding this transition; so, obviously, will Pope Benedict XVI, who has thus far demonstrated, in the main, a very hands-on approach to episcopal appointments.
There are great possibilities here: the Church in the United States has
a greater opportunity to be the “Church in the modern world” that
Vatican II envisioned than perhaps any other local church on earth.
Seizing that opportunity, however, requires a dramatically different
kind of episcopal leadership than the style that helped bring us the
Long Lent of 2002.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy Center
in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Phone: 303-715-3215.
A Web address referred to in George Weigel's column in last week's
Denver Catholic Register was missing from the text. The Web address is:
www.baltimorebasilica.org. The Register apologizes for the error.

Denver Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., is leading a
fight against efforts by legislators
and trial attorneys to roll back the
civil statute of limitations for sexabuse cases in Colorado. In an email interview with Our Sunday
Visitor, he spoke about his decision to vigorously fight what he
sees as an unfair attack on the
Church.
OSV: What motivated you to
take such a strong and public
stance on the issue of statute of
limitations?
Archbishop Chaput: Statutes of
limitations exist for very good reasons that have nothing to do with
any Church. Memories fade.
People die. Evidence gets old or
lost. In general, changing statutes
of limitation or making them too
long is a bad idea, and most law
enforcement professionals know
that.
Of course, certain crimes are so
terrible, like murder, that no
statute of limitation is warranted.
Some people argue that the sexual
abuse of minors is such a crime.
Catholics don’t necessarily oppose
that approach. Many Catholics
are parents. They very rightly
sympathize with victims and want
to protect their own children. But
the Catholic community does insist that all such laws, reporting
timeframes and penalties apply
equally to everyone and every institution, with no hidden escape
clauses.
Unfortunately, most state laws
don’t treat public and private entities equally when it comes to

claims arising from the sexual
abuse of children. In almost every
state, public officials use a combination of governmental immunity, very brief reporting timeframes
and very low financial damage
caps to make it difficult for anyone
to sue public institutions — including public schools.
Religious and private institutions enjoy no such lop-sided protections. The evidence now shows
that public schools are a major environment for adult sexual misconduct and abuse with minors.
But most state laws effectively ignore that.
In Colorado, under current
(February 2006) law, a parent
whose child is sexually abused in a
public school is barred from suing
the school because of governmental immunity. Even if a public
school waived its immunity,
which is unlikely, the child would
have only 180 days to provide formal notice of a claim against the
school. And even then, the maximum damages the child could recover are only $150,000.
For the identical sexual abuse in
a Catholic parish, there is no immunity, no notice requirement, no
$150,000 damage cap, and a much
longer statute of limitations. This
is why the litigation industry —
and that’s exactly what it has become; a very lucrative revenueproducing industry — targets private institutions and ignores the
public sector. There’s no money in
suing public schools.
By the way — and this is important — keep in mind that we’re really talking about two different law
codes, criminal and civil, when

discussing statutes of limitations.
Criminal statutes of limitations
can’t be changed retroactively.
The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled
that as unconstitutional. They can
be modified or abolished in a goforward fashion, but that’s a much
less heated discussion.
In contrast, some courts have
ruled that civil statutes of limitations can be abolished or changed
retroactively. Civil law also has a
much lower threshold for proof.
So what’s happening is this. The
litigation industry, which especially focuses on suing Catholic institutions, is working to change the
civil laws across the country and
impose massive financial damages on Catholic and other private
institutions — retroactively. They
claim it’s about justice, but it’s very
hard to see why it would be “just”
for innocent Catholic families
today to have their community
crippled because of the actions of
evil or sick individuals 25 to 60
years ago.
OSV: Yours is the first diocese to
uncover and reveal data about
public school sexual abuse. How
did that come about? Why is it so
important to what’s happening in
the legislatures today?
Archbishop Chaput: We’re not
the first. People have known this
information for a long time.
Nobody in the Church has wanted
to highlight it out of a misguided
sense of propriety. This is a mistake.
As Catholics, we have a very serious obligation to respect the suffering of sexual abuse victims,
provide support for their healing
and pray for them. We can never
allow ourselves to forget that some
priests did evil things that caused
terrible pain to innocent people.
We also have the duty to create
safe environments for our young
people in every Church-related
environment, today and in the future. We work hard to do that. But
it’s also true that two-thirds of the
children from practicing Catholic
families in Colorado attend public
schools. What about them? We
have the same obligation to help
protect them.
More than six months ago we
brought our concerns about sexual abuse in public institutions to
one of our leading Denver daily
newspapers. We asked them to
simply explore the facts and compare patterns of clergy sexual
abuse with the same patterns
among educators and other professions. They ignored the information. It didn’t fit with their story
line. So we decided to make the
facts known ourselves.
By the way, one of the teachers
in one of our Catholic schools has
a mentally disabled minor son in a
public school. Disabled children
are up to 10 times more likely to be
sexually abused as minors because of their disabilities and their
more vulnerable condition. She
was watching the news one night

See Q&A, Page 5
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last summer when a plaintiffs’ attorney demanded $10 million in
damages from the archdiocese.
She asked a simple question. She
asked how much money she
could sue for if her son were sexually abused in her Catholic parish
where he serves Mass, and then
compared that to what she could
sue for if he was sexually abused at
his public school.
The more she researched the
scope of public school educator
abuse and the inequity in state
laws and financial settlements,
the more upset she got. So will
anyone who spends the time to
know the facts.
OSV: How much were you influenced by what has happened in
California,
Portland
and
Spokane in terms of Church reaction to revisions to the statute of
limitations and allegations of sexual abuse?

Archbishop Chaput: All three
cases are examples of bad laws
and bad court decisions with a
massively prejudicial impact on
Catholics. California Senate Bill
1779, which is creating financial
havoc for Catholics in that state,
was drafted and lobbied for by
one of the main plaintiffs’ attorneys now financially benefiting
from the law. If that strikes you as
strange and unethical, you’re asking the right questions.
OSV: Can you reassure people
that this strong stance is not an effort to gloss over the tragedy of sexual abuse?
Archbishop Chaput: Anyone
who
reviews
what
the
Archdiocese of Denver has done
and said, again and again, over the
last 15 years will know that we take
this issue very seriously. Our concern for victims is heartfelt. We
want them to come forward, and
we’re committed to helping them.
We’re determined to do everything we can to prevent sexual
abuse in the future. That won’t

change.
OSV: How are people in your
archdiocese reacting to your position on these issues? Have you received any feedback from the public in general or from parishioners?
Archbishop Chaput: We’ve had
strongly positive feedback from
our people. Most Catholics are
eager to help victims and very
sympathetic with their suffering.
Most Catholics are also tired of
being pillaged by certain plaintiffs’
attorneys who get the law rewritten for their own profit.
Incidentally, we’ve had some
wonderful backing from other
Churches. The Greek Orthodox
and various evangelical communities in Colorado have been very
supportive. They understand exactly what’s at stake for their own
communities and wider issues of
religious discrimination.
OSV: Is anti-Catholicism at the
root of some of these proposals in
Colorado and across the country?
Archbishop Chaput: Some of

these legal proposals come from a
genuine desire to help victims. We
need to remember that, even
when the proposed legislation is
bad.
But yes, there’s a new and peculiar kind of anti-Catholicism at
work in many of these situations.
Some of the worst anti-Catholics
are angry, disaffected Catholics.
Others are people who don’t like
the Church for her witness on
abortion or contraception or immigration or the death penalty;
the list of grievances is endless.
Sexual abuse can become a convenient cover for a lot of unrelated
hostility.
OSV: Why do you think some
bishops and Catholic Conferences
have been reluctant to fight back
this hard?
Archbishop Chaput: Guilt, confusion, a desire to take what they
perceive to be “the high road.”
Fear has played a part, too.
Maybe all these things have

been justified in their time. But
what’s happening now — the systematic dismantling and pillaging
of the Catholic community nationwide — is not “justice.” And
unless Catholics wake up right
now and push back on behalf of
their Church, their parishes and
the religious future of their children, the pillaging will continue.
Bishops have a duty to protect
the heritage and patrimony of the
Catholic community that laypeople have worked so hard through
the decades to build up, often at
huge personal sacrifice. As a bishop, that means I have an obligation — a serious duty I can’t avoid
— both to help the victims, and to
defend innocent Catholics today
from being victimized because of
earlier sins in which they played
no part.
This Q&A is reprinted with permission by Our Sunday Visitor.
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Rome to mark anniversary of Pope
John Paul’s death with rosary
ROME (CNS) — The Diocese
of Rome will mark the first anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s
death April 2 with the nighttime
recitation of the rosary in St.
Peter’s Square. Cardinal Camillo
Ruini, papal vicar of Rome, said
the 9 p.m. rosary would allow
Catholics “to relive the climate
of intense prayer that accompanied the passing of Pope John
Paul II to his definitive encounter with the Lord.”
Thousands of people were in St.

BRIEFS
CCC offers Lenten retreats
in English, Spanish on radio

Peter’s Square praying the rosary
and keeping vigil when the pope
died. Announcing the anniversary rosary Feb. 25, the Diocese
of Rome said Pope Benedict XVI
will greet those gathered in St.
Peter’s Square from the window
of his apartment. Cardinal Ruini
said the people of Rome also are
invited to participate in the April
3 memorial Mass Pope Benedict
will celebrate in St. Peter’s
Basilica.

CNS PHOTO BY GIANCARLO GIULIANI, CATHOLIC PRESS PHOTO

POPE JOHN PAUL II blesses pilgrims from the window of his
Vatican apartment March 30 in
what would be his final public
appearance. The suffering pope,
who had led the Church for 26
years, tried to speak to the
crowd, but words would not
come. Three days later, he died
in his apartment, with more than
100,000 pilgrims present in St.
Peter’s Square.

WASHINGTON (CNS) — For
people too busy to go on a Lenten
retreat, they may want to take their
retreat via the radio or the Internet.
Franciscan Radio developed a series of six half-hour programs in
English and six in Spanish for the
Catholic
Communication
Campaign, the U.S. bishops’ massmedia ministry that develops
media programming, projects and
resources. The CCC has made the
retreat programs available to radio
stations, but for those who cannot
find the programs on their local
stations, the series is also available
on
the
Web
at:
www.radioretreat.org. The programs, hosted by Elia Castillo, feature a bishop as a retreat guide and
homilist. Different bishops were
lined up for each of the English and
Spanish programs, except for the
Third Sunday of Lent, when
Bishop Gerald R. Barnes of San
Bernardino, Calif., is to deliver both
the English and Spanish homilies.

Jewish, Catholic leaders
agree: God is creator,
human life is sacred
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Because God is the creator of
human life, people cannot “decide
its value or extent” as if they owned
it, said members of a dialogue
sponsored by the Vatican and the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel. Meeting
in Rome Feb. 26-28, members of
the dialogue commission discussed issues related to human life
and technology, particularly concerning the Catholic and Jewish
positions on euthanasia. “We affirm the principles of our respective traditions that God is the creator and lord of all life and that
human life is sacred,” said a statement released March 1. “Because
life is a divine gift to be respected
and preserved, we perforce reject
the idea of human ownership of
life and of the right of any human
party to decide its value or extent.”
Members of the dialogue specifically condemned “active euthanasia” as an “illegitimate human arrogation of an exclusive divine authority to determine the time of a
person’s death.”

Catholics, Orthodox will find
path to full unity, pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With
deeper conversion and greater
love, Catholics and Orthodox will
find the path to full unity, Pope
Benedict XVI told staff and students from a Greek Orthodox theological college. Meeting the group
from the Apostoliki Diakonia theological college of Athens, Greece,
Feb. 27, the pope said that, despite
“the forces of evil” that have kept
Catholics and Orthodox from full
unity, visits, cultural exchanges
and joint projects have brought
new hope to ecumenism. Progress
in dialogue, he said, brings hope
for “a new dawn, that of the day on
which we will understand fully that

being rooted and grounded in the
love of Christ means concretely
finding a way to overcome our divisions through personal and communal conversion, the exercise of
listening to the other and prayer in
common for our unity.” The pope
said the exchange program with
the Orthodox Church of Greece,
which includes a scholarship program for Orthodox priests and
seminarians to study in Rome and
Catholic priests and seminarians
to study in Athens, is especially important for preparing future
church leaders for ecumenism.

Vatican removes title
‘patriarch of the West’
after pope’s name
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In the
2006 edition of the Vatican’s official
yearbook, the pope is no longer referred to with the title “patriarch of
the West,” a change with potential
ecumenical implications. The
Vatican press office confirmed the
deletion of the title March 1, but offered no explanation for the
change. In the 2006 book, the pope
is described as “bishop of Rome,
vicar of Jesus Christ, successor of
the prince of the apostles, supreme
pontiff of the universal Church,
primate of Italy, archbishop and
metropolitan of the province of
Rome, sovereign of Vatican City
State and servant of the servants of
God.” The 2006 edition, which was
presented to Pope Benedict XVI
Feb. 18 and was to be on sale to the
public by March 10, is the first edition printed since Pope Benedict’s
April 19 election. In previous editions, the title “patriarch of the
West” had been listed after
“supreme pontiff of the universal
Church.”

Bishops say Catholic
agencies can’t help
same-sex couples adopt
BOSTON (CNS) — If Catholic
agencies in Massachusetts were required to facilitate adoptions by
same-sex couples in violation of
Church teaching prohibiting the
practice, it would present “a serious pastoral problem” and threaten religious freedom, according to
the bishops of the state’s four
Catholic dioceses. “We are asking
the commonwealth to respect the
constitutional guarantee of religious freedom and allow the
Catholic Church to continue serving children in need of adoption
without violating the tenets of our
faith,” the four said in a Feb. 28
statement. On the same day,
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney
indicated through a spokesman
that he would be open to discussions about exempting Catholic
social service agencies from the
state’s anti-discrimination policy
in the matter of adoptions by
same-sex couples. “We respect and
honor the free practice of religion,
and we look forward to meeting
with representatives of the
Catholic Church to discuss this
issue,” Romney spokesman Eric
Fehrnstrom said, according to a report in The Boston Globe.
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Special monstrance to
be in Denver in April
BY JOHN GLEASON

A monstrance blessed by Pope
John Paul II during the Year of the
Eucharist will make a brief visit in
Denver April 5-6 at Christ the King
Church where the public is invited
to participate in eucharistic adoration.
The monstrance was given to the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops by the Vatican. The purpose of the monstrance is to promote prayer for vocations as well as
be a symbol of the connection between the Eucharist and vocations.
Lucy Kane, past governor of
District Six of Serra International,
calls the stopover a special and
blessed event and hopes that many
people will take the opportunity to
participate in the adoration.
“This is a rare opportunity,” Kane
said. “One that shouldn’t be
missed. Because of the demand,
the monstrance spends only a day
or two in one location before moving on to the next destination.
There are no plans for it to return
once it leaves Denver.”
Serra International is responsible
for bringing the monstrance to
Denver and the group is organizing
volunteers to participate in eucharistic adoration. Each individual club is responsible for a certain
number of hours of adoration, according to Kane. In addition, they
are expecting a large number of
people who will walk in off the
street and spend some time in
prayer.
“Our mission is to have at least
four Serrans per hour for adoration,” Kane said. “And we’re asking
that each member bring along four
lay people to participate as well.
We want as many people as possible to be part of this event, so if any
one individual or group would like
to volunteer for a certain time, they
can contact one of the Serra clubs
and leave their name.”
The monstrance began its journey in January 2005 in Washington,
D.C., traveling to churches across
the United States and Canada. It is
one of six blessed by Pope John
Paul II for the purpose of promoting vocations worldwide. The others are traveling in separate parts of
the world. Once the monstrance
leaves Denver, there are no plans
for it to return.
Anyone wishing to participate in
the adoration may walk in at any
time, but for those who wish to volunteer their time, call Judy at 303795-0050, or Lucy at 303-671-3012.

Danielle Rose lenten
performance cancelled
Singer/songwriter Danielle
Rose, who was scheduled to perform at Nativity of Our Lord
Church in Broomfield March 1012, has been forced to cancel due
to strained vocal chords.
Rose was scheduled to participate in Stations of the Cross, a
Lenten prayer service and to give
a concert following a Life Teen
Mass. Organizers said her appearance will be rescheduled as
soon as possible.

God’s call to priesthood too
strong to deny, says seminarian
The Denver Catholic Register
continues its ongoing series of
profiles on the men attending
the two seminaries of the
Denver Archdiocese.
Name/Age:
Wojciech Gierasimczyk, 25
From:
Gorzow, Poland
Education/Degree:
B.S. Economics
Seminary:
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary
Why the priesthood?
If I could recall the moment
when I heard the call to the
priesthood, without hesitation I
would say: When I was 7 or 8
years old. I am saying this because, at that time, whenever I
was asked what I wanted to be, I
always said that I wanted to be a
priest. With time this desire of
becoming a priest was extinguished with different worries,
problems in school and with my
family.
What led you to enter the semi-

nary?
The desire to become a priest
came back when I discovered
the Neocatechumenal Way. I remember listening to my catechists, one of which was a priest
from the Dominican order, and
thought: I would like to be like
them. The Neocatechumenal
Way catechesis helped me to
discover anew the Church,
Christianity and the love of God.
The time between my discovering the Neocatechumenal Way
and entering the seminary was
seven years. First, I had to finish
high school. During the year of
my graduation, when I was 19, I
fell in love, so the desire to become a priest was put aside.
That relationship ended but I
went to college to study economics. The three years I spent
in college were crucial to my decision to enter the seminary. I
thought about how I had tried to
diminish my call to the priesthood and how I had attempted
to defend myself against God’s
plan for me. Studying economics, I found myself dissatisfied
and empty. Finally, I said: OK, I
cannot defend myself — and I
entered the seminary.

Deacon Dolan dies at 60
Deacon Stephen Dolan, longtime member of St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish in Boulder, died
Feb. 24. Deacon Dolan had suffered with multiple sclerosis for
many years. He was 60.
Born in Cheyenne in 1945,
Deacon Dolan was the son of
Lawrence J. and Mary Dolan. He
attended Cathedral High School
in Denver and the University of
Colorado in Boulder. In 1970, he
married Kathy Dugan. The couple had two children, Stephanie
and Brian.
While working as a banker in
Albany, N.Y., in 1977, Dolan was
struck with multiple sclerosis,
which eventually confined him
to a wheelchair. The family
moved back to Boulder.
In a 1983 interview, Deacon
Dolan told the Denver Catholic
Register that multiple sclerosis
had actually been a blessing.

“I’ve always had a deep feeling
for the Church,” he said. “It was
the MS that led me into a deep
spiritual walk with the Lord, forcing me to reassess my values and
make drastic changes in my life.”
Following his return to
Colorado, he worked at Sacred
Heart School, the Boulder Police
Department, and served on the
Boulder Council of Churches and
Synagogues before being ordained a deacon in 1987 by thenArchbishop J. Francis Stafford.
Serving as deacon for Boulder
Memorial Hospital from 19871900, Deacon Dolan was also active in ministry at St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish in Boulder until
he retired in 1996.
Vigil services were held at St.
Thomas Aquinas Church in
Boulder on March 2 and a funeral
Mass,
celebrated
by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
O.F.M. Cap., was held on March 3.
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Hibernians honor Catholic high schools
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Michael Collins Division
of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians held its 10th annual
awards banquet on March 4. In
this Year of the Catholic School,
the organization recognized the
metro area’s three private
Catholic high schools for their
continued good work: J.K.
Mullen, Regis Jesuit, and St.
Mary’s Academy.
Kieran Scott, president of the
Michael
Collins
Division,
praised the schools saying they
represent the ideals of proper
instruction of our youth — high
academic standards coupled
with a faith-based foundation
that strives to create future leaders of moral conscience.
“One need only see those
school names to hear the ring of
Colorado history within them,”
Scott said. “(Students) from
these schools have a variety of
distinguished achievements,
from acceptance to the finest
colleges to positions at all levels

BRIEFS
Parade to honor
officer’s memory
Lower downtown Denver will
run with green when the annual
St. Patrick’s Day Parade takes to
the streets March 11. The parade, billed as the largest such
parade west of the Mississippi
River, will begin at 10 a.m. at
27th and Blake streets. This
year’s theme is “Irish Mardi
Gras.”
More than 200 entries and
10,000 marchers will participate
in this year’s parade, including
floats, pipe bands, Irish step
dancers, clowns, high school
marching bands and much
more. Erin Leigh Hartman, 24,
will be making her first public
appearance as Queen Colleen
2006.
From the starting point,
marchers will parade down
Blake Street past the judges
stand to 17th Street; turn west to
Union Station; turn north on

of government, to excellence in
the board rooms of many fine
companies and institutions.”
Scott went on to say that it is
only right that the Hibernians
honor the schools as “Catholic
education has given so much to
us.”
Also recognized was Dave
Baumann as Hibernian of the
Year and John Horan who was
named Volunteer of the Year.
Baumann is a past president
of the Michael Collins Division
of the Denver Hibernians and
currently works for IBM in the
Global Services Division. He
also devotes much of his time to
Colorado United Irish Societies.
John Horan, best known as
proprietor
of
Horan
&
McConaty Funeral Services, was
named for his dedication to the
order as a brother and friend, as
well as for his many charitable
efforts, including his assistance
in cleanup and humanitarian efforts along the Mississippi River
following Hurricane Katrina.

Two other members, John
Nallen and Aidan McGuire, were
presented with the Hibernian
Fraternity
Award.
Entertainment was provided by
the Michael Collins Pipe Band
and St. Brendan’s School of Irish
Dance.
The
Ancient
Order
of
Hibernians has a long history in
Colorado. In Denver, the first
Hibernian division was established in 1897. Membership
soared before the turn of the last
century and the organization
put together Denver’s first St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in the late
1880s.
The organization continues to
prosper today, following many
of the great traditions of the
order. Membership continues
to rise as men of Irish Catholic
heritage come together in the
spirit of friendship, unity and
Christian charity.
“We’re proud to be Irish,
Catholic and Hibernians,” Scott
said.

Wynkoop Street and finish behind Coors Field. WB2 television will show a delayed broadcast of the parade beginning at 2
p.m.
Grand Marshals of this year’s
parade will be the family of slain
Denver Police Officer Donnie
Young, and wounded Officer
Jack Bishop.

traditional Irish outfits — very
festive.”
Traditional corned beef and
cabbage will headline the menu,
followed by Irish coffee for
dessert and, of course, there will
be a wee bit of Irish music during the meal.
Proceeds from the luncheon
go to Catholic Charities’ emergency assistance centers, which
aid struggling families by helping with rental assistance, food
and medication costs, and utilities.
“In the Denver area, the need
has gone up 45 percent,”
Megyesy said. “There are plenty
of people out there who require
assistance. If a family is having
problems with finances, we give
them assistance so they don’t
end up homeless.”
Historic Four Mile House is located at 715 S. Forest St. in
Denver. Luncheon cost is $40
per person. The luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. For more information, call 303-742-0823,
Ext. 400.

Luncheon to benefit
assistance centers
BY JOHN GLEASON

The 29th annual Irish Coffee
Luncheon
sponsored
by
Catholic Charities will be held
March 16 at Historic Four Mile
House in Denver. The annual
event raises money for the
emergency assistance centers of
Catholic Charities. Organizer
Judy Megyesy said the luncheon
always attracts a big turnout.
“Oh, we’ll get a couple hundred people coming out,”
Megyesy said. “And it’s so cute
to see everyone show up in their

OBITUARY

Much-loved 100-year-old Dominican Sister of
Hope Marie Therese McGath dies
BY ROXANNE KING

Beloved Irish immigrant Sister
Marie Therese McGath, O.P.,
died Feb. 20. The tiny
Dominican Sister of Hope had
spent 74 years in service to the
sick poor. She was 100 years old.
Alice E. McGath was born on
July 18, 1905, in County Galway,
Ireland, to John Hugh McGath
and Brida (Golding) McGath.

She was one of six children.
Her mother died when she
was 7 years old and shortly
thereafter she entered a girls
boarding school run by Ursuline
nuns. In a 2005 interview with
the Denver Catholic Register, the
blue-eyed nun said she was
blessedly happy at the school.
Religious women surrounded
her not only at school, but also

in her family — eight aunts were
religious sisters.
In a soft Irish lilt she retained
all her life, and laughing gently,
she told the Register, “It was
hard for me to escape the convent.”
Immigrating to the United
States after high school, she entered the Dominican Sisters of

See Nun, Page 16
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Fifth-graders come together for Mass with the archbishop
BY JOHN GLEASON

Singing “Lord, I Lift Your Name
on High,” more than 500 fifthgraders
from
across
the
Archdiocese of Denver participated in the annual Fifth Grade Mass
with the archbishop at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception Feb. 24.
As Mass began, banners representing grade schools across the
archdiocese were paraded in and
displayed at the front of the congregation during Mass. The liturgy
celebrated family. Because of the
large number of students, two
Masses were offered; the other
took place on Feb. 18.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., was the main celebrant, assisted by other priests
from across the Archdiocese of
Denver. During the homily, the
archbishop talked about marriage
and why it is so important to Jesus.
“In marriage two people come
together to find a partner and look
for happiness, but the most important part of a marriage is a stable
family,” he said. “It’s the children.
God bless our family, and God
bless marriage.”
Archbishop
Chaput
also
thanked the many teachers who
attended Mass with their students,

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FIFTH-GRADERS from Our Lady of Fatima were among the 500 students attending an annual children's Mass with the archbishop on
Feb. 24. From left: Gianna Fitzsimmons, Lexi Brewer, Kennedy
Donnelly and Paul Kujawa.
asking them to stand up and be ac- just for them.
Gianna Fitzsimmons was one of
knowledged.
“I want you students to look at the students attending from Our
all these teachers,” he said. Lady of Fatima School in
“Without them, our schools Lakewood. She thought it was a
great experience.
wouldn’t work.”
“It was amazing,” she said, lookFollowing Mass, students took
time to greet students from other ing around at the hundreds of
schools and to have their picture schoolmates. “It was nice to see so
taken in front of the altar. Many many kids here my own age, and
expressed gratitude to Archbishop to have the archbishop say Mass
Chaput for the liturgy designed for us was cool, too.”

Regis girls travel to Belize
BY JOHN GLEASON

During the first two months of
the year, students at Regis Jesuit
High School embrace the hallmark
of cura personalis, the care and
concern of the individual as they
log many hours of volunteer time.
For 11 seniors from the girls division, volunteering meant packing
up and heading south to the
Central American nation of Belize
where they spent 10 days working
as assistants and teachers to the
900 students at St. Peter Claver
Grammar School in the town of
Punta Gunda.
For Pastoral Director Patty
McCullouch, preparing for the trip
was almost as much of an adventure as the journey itself. In the
weeks leading up to the day the
girls left for Belize, students staged
a drive to collect classroom supplies and all manner of sports
equipment, including basketballs,

volleyballs and soccer balls.
“We took a lot of supplies down
to the school,” McCullouch said.
“And we also had 87 first
Communion dresses for girls at the
school, all donated by parishioners
and other students.”
During the first week, the Regis
students were assigned various
jobs as teacher aids in the classrooms, but there were times when
the seniors ended up actually
teaching a class themselves.
“I started out in one of the
fourth-grade classrooms,” senior
Candice Bergeron said. “I helped
the students with some of their
math and science projects, and
then we’d take the soccer balls and
go outside for recess. It was a lot of
fun.”
But, by the end of the week,
many of the seniors were teaching
classes themselves, and Bergeron
found herself in charge of one of
the science classes. It came as a bit

of a surprise; still, she gave it her all
and admitted it was a pretty good
time.
“I taught a class on the solar system all by myself,” she said, “which
was pretty cool.”
During the final days of the trip,
the girls went out to some of the
area villages to meet the people.
For two days, they lived with the
villagers, learning about their lives
and their culture. And, according
to McCullouch, at no time did any
of the students get homesick, even
though the nearest Starbuck’s was
1,300 miles away in Dallas.
“They all hung in there and kept
pushing themselves,” McCullouch
said.
Upon returning to Colorado,
Bergeron said that she saw things
in a way she’d never seen them before.
“For me, experiencing the solidarity with the kids, helping them
is like no other feeling,” she said.
“An experience like this is definitely worth being out of your comfort
zone for awhile.”

New president named for Regis Jesuit High School
BY JOHN GLEASON

Father Phil Steele, S.J., has been
named the new president of Regis
Jesuit High School. Father Steele,
currently the pastoral director at
Rockhurst High School in Kansas
City, takes over for Father Walter
Sidney, S.J., who is leaving to become president of DeSmet Jesuit
High School in St. Louis.
A Denver native, Father Steele
attended St. James Grade School
and Regis Jesuit High School
where he graduated in 1966. After
entering the Society of Jesus, he attended St. Louis University,

Temple University in Philadelphia
and Jesuit School of Theology at
Berkeley, Calif.
“This job will be a little different
from what I’m doing now,” Father
Steele said with a laugh, “but I am
excited to be coming home. Of
course I grew up here and this will
be my third time serving at Regis.”
Father Steele taught art at Regis
during the mid 1970’s and returned as pastoral director from
1993-1997. He said he’s looking
forward to working with old
friends and meeting new ones and
considers his new position as an
adventure.

“There are many Jesuit schools
in the country that are coed,”
Father Steele said. “But this is the
only model that maintains the
separate schools for young men
and women.”
Father Sidney, although sad
about leaving, knows he is leaving
Regis in good hands.
“I think that Phil is the perfect
person to lead,” Father Sidney said.
“He’s a great Jesuit, he’s totally
committed to Jesuit secondary education, and he has a great love of
this school.”
Father Steele will take over his
new duties in July.
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Investing in our future: The Year of the Catholic school
BY RICHARD THOMPSON

On Feb. 5, on the occasion of
the 100th anniversary of St.
Francis de Sales School,
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., declared 2006 “The
Year of the Catholic School” in the
Denver Archdiocese, describing it
as “a time for celebration of the
heritage of our Catholic schools,
dialogue about the current challenges and opportunities facing
our schools, and reflection on the
future direction of the ministry of
Catholic school education.”
There is much to celebrate in
Catholic schools. Since 1990, 400
Catholic schools have opened in
the United States — two of them
in the Denver Archdiocese. Over
26 percent of current students in
Catholic schools are members of
minority groups — a figure that is
steadily growing.
Catholic
schools have a lower dropout rate
(3.4 percent) than both public
(14.4 percent) and other private
schools (11.9 percent). Ninetynine percent of Catholic high
school students graduate, and 97
percent go on to some form of
post
secondary
education.
Catholic school students continue to score well above public
schools on standardized tests
such as the National Assessment
of Educational Progress. Religious
outcomes among students who
are attending or have attended

Catholic schools are impressive as
well (see graph above).
Despite this good news our
schools face many challenges.
There has been a net decline of
more than 850 Catholic schools in
the country during the last
decade, with a loss of 170,000 students. Almost all of this loss has
been in urban, inner city and
rural areas of our nation. Average
tuition has more than doubled in
the last decade. In the Denver
Archdiocese, there has been a decline of 1,218 students in the past
five years. Reliance on grants in

our archdiocesan schools has
grown from $500,000 to nearly $4
million in the last 10 years.
Throughout the country and in
the Denver Archdiocese, we look
with pride to the many successes
of our Catholic schools. Now
more than ever, the entire
Catholic community must focus
on the future and the many challenges we face to preserve and
grow the Catholic school’s mission that is so vital to the future of
our young people, our nation and
most especially our Church. Our
recently completed research

study provides us with valuable
information, recommendations
and initiatives to help us meet
these challenges and achieve our
goals of increasing enrollment,
improving the health of our system of Catholic schools, and
identifying and adjusting to the
shifting realities we face today.
We are utilizing the findings of
this study to engage in several key
initiatives. I would like to highlight two here.
Our Catholic schools are of
great importance to all Catholics,
and the first initiative is “The Year
of the Catholic School” — a special time to take another look at
these schools. To help in this
process, the Office of Catholic
Schools is regularly providing
parishes with information snapshots (again see graph). We are
asking pastors to publish all of
our snapshots in the parish bulletin and post them so that all
parishioners have research-based
information about our schools.
Please look for this information
and contact our office if you have
any questions or comments.
Second, we are implementing
an archdiocesan-wide branding
and marketing initiative. The
essence of our brand position is
“Investing in Our Future.” Our
schools are an investment in the
future of our children and our
Catholic faith. Unsurpassed academic achievement, along with

the reinforcement of Catholic
faith and formation, provides a
solid foundation for personal success. A rigorous, time-tested curriculum taught by committed faculty in a faith-based and nurturing environment results in measurably accomplished academic
achievement. Catholic teachings,
faith and traditions are integral to
a curriculum that reinforces what
is taught at home, including
virtues of discipline, respect and
responsibility. These will provide
guidance and inspiration as our
children navigate life’s challenges.
As part of this marketing initiative, each of our Catholic schools
will demonstrate reasons to believe that in their school children
will experience more complete
development and unsurpassed
academic and personal success.
Through these and other initiatives highlighted in future issues
of the Denver Catholic Register,
we hope to meet the call of the
U.S. bishops in their statement,
“Renewing Our Commitment to
Catholic
Elementary
and
Secondary Schools in the Third
Millennium”: “We must respond
to challenging times with faith, vision and the will to succeed because the Catholic school’s mission is vital to the future of our
young people, our nation and
most especially our Church.”
Richard Thompson is superintendent of Catholic schools for the
Denver Archdiocese. Call the
Office of Catholic Schools at 303715-3132.
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Parish leaders deepen their understanding of Hispanic culture
BY ROSSANA GOÑI

Some 30 parish leaders, most of
them English speaking, attended a
series of workshops on Hispanic
culture last month. The first-time
series was sponsored by Centro
San Juan Diego, which is located in
lower downtown Denver.
The goal of the series was to explore the history of Hispanics in
the United States, particularly in
Colorado.
“It was very beneficial,” said Jim
Peters, director of religious education at St. Michael the Archangel
Parish in Aurora.
Peters attended all three workshops in the series, which was also
offered in Spanish. Peters said the
series should be a requirement for
any parish interested in offering or
developing Hispanic ministry.
The workshops were led by Luis
Soto, archdiocesan director of
Hispanic Ministry, and Mar
Muñoz-Visoso, executive director
of Centro San Juan Diego. An initiative of the Denver Archdiocese,
Centro is a Hispanic center that of-

MAR MUÑOZVISOSO, executive director of Centro
San Juan
Diego, addresses workshop participants as
Hispanic
Ministry
Director Luis
Soto, top
right, looks
on.
PHOTO BY ROSSANA GONI
fers spiritual and educational programs and outreach.
“The participants’ response was
very impressive,” said Soto. “They
felt called to better live out their
faith and to receive the foreigner —
the one who is not like them — in
the heart of their homes.
“We are sometimes tempted to
think that the Church is a place
only for those who are like us,”
added Soto. “But when we see that
those who have just arrived to our
community are willing to learn

from us and can share with us
wonderful values from their culture, the horizon and the possibilities grow.”
Soto explained that the workshops were also addressed to
Hispanics “because we, too, need
to learn how to be present in this
land, and how to help the Church
in the United States.”
In the first presentation of the
series, titled “Hispanic Culture and
Tradition,” Soto focused on the
meaning of culture and the specific elements that identify Hispanic
culture: religious traditions and
celebrations, the importance of
family links, and the strong sense
of belonging to a long historical
lineage.
He also elaborated on a U.S.
bishops’
document
about
Hispanic community values.
In the next workshop, MuñozVisoso spoke on the history of
Hispanic ministry, both in the
United States and in the Denver
Archdiocese, and on the U.S. bishops’ 2002 landmark document
“Encounter and Mission: A
Renewed Pastoral Framework for
Hispanic Ministry.”
The final workshop, “Hispanic
Ministry at the Parish Level,” was
delivered by both Muñoz-Visoso
and Soto, who encouraged a lively
exchange aimed at providing basic
guidelines to organize Hispanic
Ministry in parishes. They explored four topics: formation,
communion, liturgy and prayer,
and mission.
“The goals of these workshops
were accomplished by creating
bridges of understanding between
both cultures,” asserted MuñozVisoso.
The workshops affirmed that
while there are no magic solutions
to the challenges of parish
Hispanic ministry, solid guidelines
are available to help.
“But they have to be incarnated,” Muñoz-Visoso said, “by
means of a profound knowledge of
a particular community.”
The series increased his awareness of Hispanic Catholics and
how to integrate them into the
parish, Peters said.
“We have a Hispanic community growing at St. Michael’s and I
would like to be a little more proactive,” he said. “I don’t want to
wait until problems come. I don’t
want to assume, I want to understand.”
For information about future
workshops, call 303-295-9470.

HEALING OUR HEARTS
LENTEN REFLECTION

RITA MAILANDER
Pontiff calls us to direct our eyes on ‘the
luminous testimony of (Christ’s) love’
This is the fasting that I wish:
releasing those bound unjustly,
untying the thongs of the yoke;
setting free the oppressed,
sharing your bread with the
hungry,
sheltering the oppressed and the
homeless,
clothing the naked when you
see them and not turning your
back on your own.
— From the Friday readings,
first week of Lent, Isaiah 58
If you remove from your midst
oppression, false accusations and
malicious speech;
if you bestow your bread on the
hungry and satisfy the afflicted;
... The ancient ruins shall be rebuilt for your sake, and the foundations from ages past you shall
raise up: “Repairer of the breach,”
they shall call you,
“Restorer of ruined homesteads.”
— From the Saturday readings,
first week of Lent, lsaiah 58
Pope Benedict XVI and the
prophet Isaiah demand that we
set free the oppressed, share our
bread with the hungry and direct
our gaze to “all the questions of
humanity,” as the Holy Father
says in his Lenten message. The
prophet Isaiah, in the first readings of Lent, speaks against religious practices that exist alongside social injustice, naming this
malign combination as false religion. Isaiah urges selfless motivation for the practice of fasting,
prayer and almsgiving. On that
same path, the pope asks us to
look beyond personal piety toward greater solidarity with the
poor — calling on us to repair
breaches in humanity by directing our gaze to Christ.
The phrase the Holy Father
uses that is perhaps the most
provocative and mirrors the
prophetic message of Isaiah is,
“The truth of Christ educates
consciences and teaches the authentic dignity of the person and
of work.” As the Church, this essential humanity of each person
is our message to proclaim. To
prepare us for this proclamation,
we are asked us to contemplate
the passage, “Jesus at the sight of
the crowds, was moved with pity.”
Jesus’ sense of sight was a portal
to a deeper reality. We, too, want
to attain this vision, and the Holy
Father suggests an interior pilgrimage to give us a clearer vision.
The purpose of medieval pilgrimages was not only to arrive at
a sacred site but also to experi-

ence an expanded perspective. As
we travel the interior path we
ponder Jesus’ unique insight.
When we read in the Gospel of
the temptations in the desert, we
hear that Jesus is shown all the
kingdoms of the world and told
that he can possess them if he
bows to Satan. Jesus resists that
temptation to ownership and
control, choosing instead companionship and compassion,
which are keys to Jesus’ vision.
His gaze was never on objects to
possess. He saw the multitudes
who desired mercy and relationship.
Our steadfast gaze educates the
conscience, drawing us into relationship, especially with those
most in need of companionship.
Loneliness is perhaps one of the
greatest afflictions of humankind.
This is one malady we can all address in our Lenten practices. We
can consciously reach out to
someone who is lonely or alienated. Our Lenten prayers can be offered for a particular person who
is marginalized as well as for the
“multitudes” within Jesus’ gaze.
Almsgiving can be in the form of
time and presence to the lonely.
Fasting always brings one into
solidarity with the poor, the hungry and the marginalized.
The papal summons of this
Lent is to cultivate a steadfast
gaze in order to educate the conscience. This illumination takes
place by:
— Participating in the practices
of Lent with a purity of heart that
is motivated for the common
good
rather than personal piety.
— Being responsive to the cry
of the poor. Responsiveness calls
for “repairing the breaches” to the
dignity of humanity and restoring the ruined “homesteads” of
relationships, as Isaiah directs.
— Being aware of the multitudes that cry out for dignity and
mercy. The educated conscience
notices, names and acts on oppressive social structures that
abuse ownership and power and
diminish human dignity.
Our practices this Lent will be
fruitful if we nourish and respect
the human spirit in all, and reach
out to those most in need of our
friendship. The pope rivets our
gaze on “the luminous testimony
of (Christ’s) love.” Our pilgrimage
leads us to new life and to “eternal
beatitude.”
Rita Mailander is a theology
teacher at J.K. Mullen High School
and a member of Most Precious
Blood Parish.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Lenten Devotion: Holy Ghost Latin
Choir and St. John’s Episcopal
Cathedral Choir will perform “Via
Crucis” by Franz Liszt for the Stations
of the Cross. Holy Ghost Church, 1900
California St.
March 17: 7 p.m.
Pilgrim Statues of Our Lady of Fatima:
sponsored by the Ambassadors of
Mary. Will be at homes throughout the
Denver area. For times and locations,
call Tom 303-322-6009.
Stations of the Cross: Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, 3900 Pierce St. Wheat
Ridge.
Fridays through April 7:
7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Knight of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry:
Christ on the Mountain, 13922 W. Utah
Ave., Lakewood. Cost: $7.50 adults,
$4 children.
Fridays of Lent: 5 - 7 p.m.
Friday Fish Fry: sponsored by Knights
of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary.
Cure d’Ars Parish Hall, 4701 Martin
Luther King Blvd. Cost: $8 per dinner.
Fridays of Lent: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Annunciation School Alumni Reunion:
Annunciation Gym, 3536 Lafayette St.
For all alumni and friends. Games,
foods and raffles.
March 11: Noon-5 p.m.
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration: sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
Council 539. 1555 Grant St. Corned
beef and cabbage, traditional Irish entertainment. $8 per person. Call 303861-2419.
March 11: Noon-4 p.m.
Breakfast Fundraiser: Our Lady of the
Visitation, 2531 W. 65th Place. Chile
Relleno breakfast. Cost: $6 a plate.
March 12: following the 10:30
a.m. Mass
St. Patrick’s Day: fundraising event
for the Poor Clare Sisters of Our Lady
of Light Monastery. Queen of Peace,
13120 E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora. Cost:
$25 per person. Call 303-373-1137.
March 17: 6 p.m.
Sts. Peter and Paul Soup Suppers:
3900 Pierce St. Wheat Ridge.
Fridays through April 7:
5:30 p.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Men’s Discernment Program: The
Archdiocesan Vocations Office is sponsoring a series of monthly meetings
for men considering a vocation to the
priesthood. John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St. Call 303-282-3429 for
more information.
March 16: 7 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Living the Catholic Faith Conference:
Adam’s Mark Hotel, 1550 Court Place.
Focuses on Catholic scriptural studies,
catechetics and liturgy. Visit
www.archden.org, or call 303-7163260.
March 17 - 18
Women’s Health and Wellness: a seminar for women and couples hosted by
Regis University. For more information or to register, call the
Archdiocesan Office of Marriage and
Family Life, 303-715-3259.
March 11: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Lenten Faith Formation: host by St.
Dominic Parish, 3053 W. 29th Ave.
“Immigration, Public Policy and
Christian Faith” presented by the
Colorado Catholic Conference. Call
303-455-3613.
March 10: 6:30 p.m.
Scripture Classes: an in-depth study
of the Gospel of John. Benet Hill
Center, 2577 N. Chelton Rd., Colorado
Springs. Call 719-633-0655.
March 7 - May 2: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Grief and Loss Retreat: a weekend
workshop looking at the theme of loss
and grief. Spiritual Life Institute,
Crestone. Cost: $260 for the weekend. Contact Sr. Kay Davis at 719-2564778 or visit www.spirituallifeinstitute.org.
March 24-26
“Can You Hear Me Now?”: a Lenten
workshop series presented by Lux
Mundi. Light of the World, 10316 W.
Bowles Ave., Littleton. Call 303-9733969.
Tuesdays during Lent: 7 p.m.
Simple Soup for the Lenten Soul: St.
Michael the Archangel, 19099 E. Floyd
Ave., Aurora. A luncheon series focusing on prayer life renewal. Call 303690-7697.
Wednesdays through April 5: Noon
- 1 p.m.
“Growing up Feminine with a Passion
for Purity”: a mother and daughter
program focusing on God’s plan for
authentic love and living a holy life.
Cost: $15, includes refreshments and
literature. St. Mary’s Parish, 6853
Prince St., Littleton. Call 303-3204683 for reservations and more information.
March 19: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Natural Family Planning Classes:
schedule available at http://nfp.denver.co.us/ or call NFP hotline 303-7153239.

ENTERTAINMENT
Musicians of St. Clare: will perform
J.S. Bach’s Cantata and Motet. St.
John’s Lutheran Church, 700 S.
Franklin St. $15 adults, $8 students
and seniors. Call 303-384-9492 or
visit www.mscchoir.org.
March 19: 3 p.m.
St. Patrick’s Day Party: featuring The
Boys of the Lough. St. Mary’s, 6853 S.
Prince St., Littleton. Tickets: $20 in
advance, $25 at the door.
March 11: 7:30 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES AND TOURS
Pilgrimage to Eastern Europe: follow
in the footsteps of John Paul II.
Pilgrimage includes Warsaw, Krakow,
Vienna, Prague, and Budapest. Call
Dave, 303-980-8998.
September 30-October 13, 2006
Pilgrimage to France: Visit shrines in
Paris, Lisieux, Dijon, Mount St. Michel,
Paray le Monial, Lourdes and more.
Call 303-246-7602 for information and
brochure.
November 10-24, 2006
World War II Memorial Tour: Join
Father John Gibbons for a 15 day tour.
See battlesites, museums and scenic
highlights. The tour features
Normandy, Paris, Munich, Amsterdam,
Nuremburg, Dachau and more. Call
Father John, 303-433-7221 or Val
Jacobs, 303-452-1821.
July 12-26, 2006
Pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey:
Father David Bluejacket of St. Mary in
Littleton leads the journey that will
follow the footsteps of St. Paul. Call
Tom 720-283-4733 or 303-798-8506.
September 2006
Mediterranean Cruise: Venice to
Barcelona. For more information, call
Father Larry Christensen of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton parish, Ft. Collins,
970-226-1303.
Oct. 16-29 2006

YOUNG ADULTS
Theology on Tap Spring Series: “The
One True Church” presented by Curtis
Martin, president and founder of
FOCUS. Braun’s Bar and Grill, 1055
Auraria Pkwy.
March 17: 7:30-9 p.m.
Campus Alive, An Evening of Prayer: St.
Elizabeth of Hungary Church, Auraria
Campus, 1060 St. Francis Way. Prayer,
adoration and social. Call Susana 303629-5100, info@aurariacatholics.com.
Every third Wednesday: 8-10 p.m.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212
Pre-School Teacher
HOME
NOW HIRING

The Verandas Asst’d Living

HELP
WANTED

in Wheatridge is looking for PCA’s.
Must be able to speak and write English.
QMAP Preferred. Great Pay!
Also, Nurse/Administrator 3-5 years Exp.
Preferred. Call Katie 303-660-1494 or
720-490-6969.

LOVE & CARE
Part-Time
CHILDCARE
Services,
Bookkeeper
I do childcare from my
for small downtown
home. If you need
a non-medical
property
management
childcare,
contact
Lisa
home care
company. Experience
at 303-360-5682,
agency,is seeking a
necessary mail resume
303-360-8226
full-time scheduler or 303 -668-4893
to: Office Manager.
M-F. Please call
1825 Lawrence #112,
Aurora area near
(303) 504-0313 Buckley Air Force Base. Denver, CO, 80202
FT Accounting Clerk Position
Entry level position accounting clerk. Must have some
background in Accounting either through accounting classes
or working related. Will work closely with Paychex, our payroll provider. So, previous experience with them a plus. Will
provide assistance to the Controller and rest of Accounting
Staff. Send Resume to: 1544 Pearl Street, Denver, CO 80203
or Fax to 303-830-2539 EOE
Regional Director of
Evangelization and Catechesis

Seeking individual to provide administrative
oversight, planning and implementation of
Evangelizing Catechesis (EC). A holistic ecclesial
vision of EC required, including working
knowledge of Church Catechetical documents.
Prefer MA degree in Theology, Catechetic,
FOR SALE
Pastoral Ministry, or equivalent experience in
OR RENT
same or related field. Require experience in
parish catechetical ministry and strong
Christopher C. Felton, P.C.
organizational and interpersonal skills. Job
Attorney at Law
description available upon request. If you are
(303) 295-8988
interested in this position, please e-mail, or mail,
resume with desired salary range no later than
Criminal Defense • Family Law
March 22, 2006 to: Archdiocese of Denver
Personal Injury • Worker’s Compensation
1300 So. Steele St. Denver, CO 80210
Real Estate-Construction Law
Attn: Barbara Buchanan
Civil Litigation
Barbb ara.buchanan@archden.org
y
e
or fax to (303) 715-2049
Serving the Denver Community Since 1988

FORECLOSURE
TIMING IS EVERYTHING TO STOP IT!
There are many safe ways.
To find out how before it’s too late.
Contact: Bob Schimpf
Re/Max Infinity
720-339-6525

- DENTURE
REPAIRS Foreign and Domestic

FREE computer itemized estimates

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

MOST DONE WHILE
YOU WAIT
Also: dentures, partials,
crowns, bridges, root
canals, implants, children,
cosmetic dentistry.
Friendly staff.
2121 S. Downing Street

303-733-8885

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS &

Seeking an individual who is
REFINANCERS BEWARE!
CAREGIVERS
group leader qualified with primary
FREE MONEY! Secrets
Experienced
teaching experience and early
Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!
non-medical
childhood college course work.
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
F/T 8:00 am - 6:00 pm.
caregivers to
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
Full
Benefit
package.
assist elderly in
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline
Arvada West Area.
their homes. PT/FT
1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111
Call St. Joan of Arc
This is a no-obligation community service.
303-398-7069
303-422-4949.
Buy or Sell Avon! Fundraisers Needed Director of Youth, Young Adult and Campus Ministry Seeking
P/T $6.00 an hour
individual with extensive experience in parish youth minOnly $10 to start your
plus incentives.
istry,
leadership and management. A Master’s degree in theown business. Earn up Computer knowledge
ology
and proficiency in Spanish are preferred. If you are
to 50% commission.
helpful.
Call me today and Apply at: Association for interested in this position, please e-mail, or mail, resume
Senior Citizens
earn of free gift
with desired salary range no later than March 15, 2006 to:
2839
W. 44th Ave. Denver,
when you start!!
Archdiocese
of Denver 1300 S. Steele St. Denver, CO 80210
CO 80211 or call
Christina
Attn:
Barbara
Buchanan Barbara.buchaa nan@archden.org
Janette 303-455-9635
303-319-5519
from 8:30-3:00.
or fax to 303-715-2049
FT
position
for
Site
Manager for Senior Housing in Denver.
MIDDLE SCHOOL
Dynamic individual with knowledge of strategic planning,
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED
resource
allocation, human resource s, leadership techniques
College degree necessary:
Theology/Religious Studies
and coordination of people and resources. Main duties will
preferred. Resumes:
include: Supervise the turnover of apartments for move-in,
to David Tschumper at
move-outs and transfers in order to ensure that apartments
St. Thomas More: 8035 S. Quebec
are suitable for accupancy and residents are selected
Street, Centennial, CO 80112.
according to HUD and HMS criteria. Ensure resident files subDeadline April 7.
mitted to compliance officer for approval, meet HMS, HUD,
Gravesite
Support, Inc.
and CHFA criteria, and contain all required documentaion.
is in need of
For Sale
Provide
orientation for new residents by reviewing the lease
additional Host Home
providers
for
adults
Mt. Olivet,
and community rules, describing services, explaining apartand children with
Sect. 18, Block 2,
ment
features and answering resident questions in order to
disabilities in
Lot 18, $2,250,
Jefferson County.
orient the new resident and to inform residents of policies
Training and back5% cash discount
they
need to follow to maintain compliance with the lease.
ground check
Send Resumes to 1544 Pearl Street, Denver, CO 80203
Leslie,
required. Call Cindy
303-340-0322
Ext
113
or FAX to 303-830-2539. EOE
303-937-6394
Rossi’s Center
4980 Kipling
Denargo Market
Since 1958
Go to 50th & Kipling, right turn--on right!

GREAT SMORGASBORD
Lunch $6.00 & Dinner $9.50
1st Tuesday of every month
11:30 am-1 pm &6 pm-9pm
LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Brunch: $6.00 from 10:00 am-1:00pm

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409
United Children’s Fund, Inc.
www.unchildren.org

RECEPTIONS, LUNCHEONS, MEETINGS
$7.50 All Private.
No Charge for room rent.
For More Informationn 303-296-1144

INCOME
TAXES
PREPARES 1040/104
& OTHERS,
REASONABLE FEES.
Efficient service:
Call for appointment
& prices.
Deacon Leonard Polak

3160 W. 41st Ave, Denver, CO 80211

303-455-7678
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TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage

Williams & Sons
Electric

Sales & Service
Since 1994

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

SKUL PLUMBING

• Owner Operated
• Repair/Remodel
Add’l Circuits,
Lighting,
• Licensed/Insured
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
Room Additions Service • Senior Discount
Door Company TUBS,Upgrades
• Over 25 Yrs.
a Specialty
Free Estimates
Combined Exp.
303-989-6040 303-762-9484
• Visa - Mastercard

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

303-422-2097

Remodeling
Call: Jack

40 yrs. experience

Quality Work

HANDYMAN
Minor
Remodeling

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

CJ Roofing Company
www.cjroofing.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts

303-394-2802

COMPLETE
KITCHEN &
BATH
REMODEL

Tile/Grout
Res. & Comm. Wiring

Quality Installation at a Reasonable Price

Winter Specials - 303-756-5908

720-641-3779

(303) 937-8854

Quick, prompt, professional electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
at cost) Free quotes.

Ceramic Tile • Tubs and Showers
Floors • Walls • Countertops
• Sheet Vinyl Flooring • Etc.

•BASEMENTS
•ROOM ADDITIONS
•KITCHENS •BATHROOMS

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

HOMEOWNER’S INTERIORS

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. or Veteran Discount
Professional Results.
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown
720-560-3192

CALL NOW!

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

Problems

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products
Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

References Available

Cory303-422-3409

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext
Bonded & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

PAINTING

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Clasic Renovations &
Repairs
TIME TO WINTERIZE! All home repairs & carpenPROFESSIONAL
try, plumbing, gas line,
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS electrical 110V, 220V, door,
10 year warranty tile window, granite marble.
$AVE WATER
Specializing in bathroom,
& MONEY
kitchen, basement.
Fast, friendly service All johs 2 Yr. Warranty
ALL WORK guaranteed
Jerry 303-522-2000
303-523-5859 Licenced * Insured

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

60 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.

All you pay for
Is Fabric and Supplies
100’s of samples
Senior Discounts

34 yrs. same location

is always appreciated!

formerly Custom Design &

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

Colorado School Upholstery

Free Estimates

WINTER DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE
November-March

FREE ESTIMATES

J&G
PAINTING Upholstery
Where your business

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

Manuel Reeves

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
BY PUBLICATION
Estate of Francis W. Phelps
Case Names: Landess-Maskrey, Prot.No.1559-05
Deceased.
Case No. 06PR0228
Being unaware of the current address of Jay Allen Maskrey,
All
person
having
claims against
date of birth, 28 January 1959, Respondent in the above mentioned the above named estate
are
case, we hereby summon the said person to appear before this
required to present them to the
personal representive or to
Tribunal on 5 April, 2006, at 9:00 a.m.
Probate Court of the City and
to respond to the following issue: “Whether the LandessCounty of Denver, Colorado on or
Maskrey Marriage in question is null”. All those who by what- before June 01, 2006 or the
claims may be forever barred.
ever means are aware of the domicile of Jay Allen Maskrey, are
requested to inform him the present summons and to communicate his Gloria A. Michel
1411 E. Cornell Ave.
address to this Tribunal. Denver, 8 March, 2006.
Englewood, Colorado 80113
Very Reverend James S. Moreno, J.C.D.
Denver Catholic Register
Presiding Judge Ronda Whitehurst-Ecclesiastical Notary
March 8, 2006
METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL
ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
SUMMONS

• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

A-1
SPRINKLERS

P.U & Del. Available
HOME CARE 303-507-4094
720-290-3502
Insured • Bonded
& CLEANING

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Roofing, Gutters, Siding
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

UPHOLSTERY
NO LABOR
CHARGE
Don’t Sweat the Small
Stuff . . . That’s Our Job!
Specials
One-time/weekly/monthly
We supply everything.
apartments, homes, offices
Move ins/outs, Metro area

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery

720-366-5564
Juaquin & Gil Garcia

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

THANK YOU
Sacred Heart
of Jesus,
Blessed Mother,
St. Joseph
& St. Jude
for prayers
answered. C.A.

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred heart of Jesus be adored,
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout
the world now and forever.
Sacred heart of Jesus, pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the helpless, pray for us.
Thank you St. Jude. Say this nine times
a day for nine days and publicize.
Thank you Blessed Mother. M.D.G.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved, and preserved throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred heart of Jesus, have mercy on us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless, pray for us.
Thank you St. Jude. for favors granted.
Thank you Blessed Virgin Mother for loving support.
Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days and
publicize. Publication must be promised.

C.M.A.O.

(303) 715-2045
(303) 715-3212
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SISTER MARIE THERESE
MCGATH, O.P.

Nun
From Page 8

the Sick Poor (now the
Dominican Sisters of Hope) in
1931, and took the name Sister
Marie Therese, after St. Therese
of Lisieux. The order offered direct nursing and social services
to people in their homes.
Sister Marie Therese received
her R.N. at Misericordia Hospital
in New York and ministered to
the infirm in the Bronx, in
Springfield, Ohio, and in
Manhattan before being assigned to Denver in 1946, where
she served for two years before
being sent to Cincinnati. She returned to the redbrick Denver
convent in 1955. Her 53-year
ministry in Denver included
nursing, home visiting, administrative duties, fundraising and
coordinating volunteers. Her last
few years were spent praying for
those who continue the order’s
ministry as the now lay-staffed,
nonprofit Dominican Sisters
Home Health Agency.
Donna Heath, the agency’s executive director, described the
nun as “the soul of the agency.”
“She was truly an ambassador
of Christ,” Heath said. “Now the
challenge for all of us is to follow
in her footsteps and keep her
close to our hearts, doing everyday work for the many who are
most deserving.”
Like Heath, Dominican Sister
of Hope Regis Nuva, the devoted
caretaker of Sister Marie Therese
the last several years and a 40year friend, recalled the nun’s
unique grace of making every
person feel special.
“She was always so delightful,
so pleasant and had the great gift
of Irish humor,” she said. “There
was something very beautiful
about her in that she treated the
poor and the most influential
people the same. She always
tried to give them great dignity.”
“She was an outstanding sister,” the petite nun added. “She
was always a superior wherever
she went. She was just extraordinary.”
Memorial contributions may
be made to Dominican Sisters
Home Health Agency – Sister
Marie Therese Endowment, or
Dominican Sisters of Hope. Send
to 2501 Gaylord St., Denver, CO
80205.

