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An open letter to the faithful of northern
Colorado from their Catholic bishops

Equality under the law?
On some issues, it depends
In recent days, State Representatives Rosemary Marshall (D-Denver)
and Gwyn Green (D-Denver), along with State Senator Joan FitzGerald (D-Golden) and State Representative Alice Madden (DBoulder), have offered various related bills to the Colorado General
Assembly. Each would eliminate or modify statutes of limitation so
that a childhood sexual abuse victim could wait 30 years, 40 years, or
even longer before filing a suit for damages against Catholic institutions and other private entities in Colorado.
These bills need to be considered in light of stories like the one aired
in the spring of 2005 by a leading Colorado news channel.
According to the news report, a young boy had been severely injured
on public school property in a supervised program. The public school
district never disputed that the children weren’t properly supervised.
But when the victim’s family sought compensation for medical bills,
the school district declined, citing the doctrine of sovereign immunity.
Worse, attorneys for the school district indirectly threatened to counter-sue for legal fees if the family pursued a suit.
We all agree that the sexual abuse of a minor is a serious crime and a
grave sin. The proposed pieces of legislation, whatever their final
form, and whether they’re pulled from consideration or move forward,
have sparked an important discussion. What should Colorado’s public
policy be on civil lawsuits arising from such sexual abuse? And should
two unequal kinds of justice apply — a soft version when the sexual offender works for a public entity, and another, much harder version
when the offender works for a Catholic or private institution?
Nationally, the evidence is now irrefutable that sexual abuse and
misconduct against minors in public schools is a serious problem —
in fact, more serious than anywhere outside the home, including
churches. Since most Catholic children in Colorado attend public
schools, this should seriously concern the whole Catholic community.
Colorado’s application of sovereign immunity sharply limits a family’s ability to sue a public school district, or similar public institutions,
for the sexual abuse of their child or any other damaging activity. But
the real situation in our state is even more troubling than that.
Under Colorado law, even if there were no sovereign immunity, the
victim of a public school teacher’s misconduct must initiate his or her
claim by filing a formal notice no later than 180 days after the incident.
Moreover, the damages for such claims against government defendants are capped at $150,000.
For Catholics and any reasonable person, that raises two questions.
First, why can a victim of teacher or clergy abuse in a Catholic school
or parish wait a lifetime before initiating such litigation, while the victim of exactly the same and even more frequent abuse in a public school
setting loses his or her claim by waiting 181 days? Second, why should
a Catholic institution that is sued for such conduct be liable for massive, community-crippling damages, while guilty public institutions —
even if sovereign immunity were waived — would face a mere
$150,000 damages?
There’s a very good reason why SESAME, a national public-school
abuse-victim group, has had difficulty organizing in Colorado. Our
state law makes it useless for any such group to organize or act.
Catholics have learned about the national scope and human impact
of sexual abuse the hard way. As bishops, we are wholeheartedly committed to helping victims heal and doing everything we can to protect
our families in any Church-related environment. Every victim of sexual abuse suffers deeply and deserves our compassion. But the facts
clearly show that the sexual abuse of minors is in no way a uniquely —
or even disproportionately — “Catholic” problem.
The facts also show that too many public authorities have had too
little accountability on the issues of sexual misconduct and abuse for
too long. As a society, if Coloradans are really serious about ending the
sexual abuse of minors, that needs to change.
For the sake of justice and common sense — and for the sake of
their own children — Catholics need to demand from Colorado lawmakers an end to our state’s legal inequities in dealing with childhood
sexual abuse.
On a matter as ugly and grave as the sexual abuse of minors, exactly
the same civil and criminal penalties, financial damages, time frames
for litigation and statutes of limitations should apply against both public and private institutions and their agents. That’s fair, that’s just, and
it serves the ultimate safety of all our young people.
MOST REV. CHARLES J. CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP.,
MOST REV. ARTHUR N. TAFOYA
AND MOST REV. MICHAEL J. SHERIDAN

For more information on the proposed pieces of legislation and the
inequities of Colorado law in addressing the sexual abuse of minors,
contact the Colorado Catholic Conference, 303-894-8808.
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Colorado athlete goes to Olympics
with faith and family in tow
BY ROXANNE KING

If U.S. Olympic team crosscountry skier Rebecca Dussault,
25, wins a medal at the Winter
Games in Turin, Italy, this month,
she’ll be the first American woman
to have ever done so.
The
gifted,
self-coached
Gunnison athlete’s realistic dream
is to place in the top 15.
“That would be pretty much the
best U.S. women’s result ever,” she
said. “There’s about 60 women per
race and the sport is largely dominated by Europeans.”
Dussault’s best ever in a world
championship competition was
28th.
But with God, all things are possible — and Dussault is a woman
of deep Catholic faith.
In 2004 Dussault developed a
deeper appreciation for Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati, a young
Italian outdoorsman who lived an
exemplary life of prayer and charity in the early 1900s. She had just
returned to ski racing the year before after a short “retirement” to
marry her childhood sweetheart,
have a child and work in the
Dussault family business. When
she returned to the ski racing circuit, her family — husband
Sharbel and son Tabor, then 2 —
went with her. Setting her sights on
the 2006 Winter Games, she made
Frassati patron of her Olympic
journey after realizing several similarities in his and her lives.
“He died at 24 and I was 24,” she
noted. “He’s from Turin, Italy, and
that’s where the Olympics were
going to be. He was a mountaineer
and we’re mountaineers.”
Last August, as part of their
World Youth Day trip with the
Denver Frassati Society, a Catholic
young adult hiking club, the
Dussault family made a special pilgrimage to Turin, Italy, to visit sites
where Frassati lived and hiked.
“We were permitted into the
home of Blessed Frassati’s family
and met his younger sister,
Luciana, who is 103,” Dussault
said. “We prayed at the bed where
he died, saw his skis and pictures
and rosaries and the sanctuary he
would run over the mountains to
pray at. He was a person of extraordinary virtue. It was great to have
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that opportunity, to be there at his
home.”
While her dream is to win an
Olympic medal, it’s not her first
priority. Her faith is.
A cradle Catholic born and
raised in the Colorado mountains,
Dussault’s faith became important
to her at about age 12, when she
switched from public school to a
Catholic home-school where religion was a key part of the curriculum. Until then, her exposure to
Catholicism had primarily consisted of Sunday Mass attendance.
Taught by her future husband’s
mother, a stanch Catholic, the
then-Rebecca Quinn became enthralled with the richness and
beauty of the Catholic faith — the
sacraments, prayer, Mary and the
lives of the saints.
“I had something to fall in love
with,” Dussault said, describing
her growing faith knowledge. “It
came alive for me and I made it my
own.”
Not only did she fall in love with
her faith, but Quinn eventually fell
in love with her best friend and fellow home-school classmate,
Sharbel Dussault. They married at
age 19.
A successful cross-country racer
since age 15, the promising female
athlete shocked the ski-racing
world when she left it in the year
2000 to focus on marriage and
family. Three years later, without
any training, she entered a 10-kilometer skate race in Crested Butte,
Colo., and tied two-time Olympian
and undefeated college racer
Katrin Smigun. The following
week, Dussault beat Smigun in a

THE PEOPLE OF
COLORADO will
be praying and
watching
Gunnison crosscountry skier
Rebecca
Dussault as she
challenges
women from
around the world
for an Olympic
medal at the
Winter Games in
Turin, Italy, Feb.
10-26.

5k race. She and husband Sharbel
took it as a sign she should use her
God-given talent and return to ski
racing — but only if they did it as a
family.
“God had given me a talent and
now he had given me another
chance,” Dussault notes on her
Web site, www.dussaultskis.com.
“So here I am back on my skis
training hard year round and proving to myself and to others that it is
possible to live life to its fullest —
be a mom, help run a business and
persevere through all the ups and
downs.
“It is all a matter of God’s graces
helping me prioritize and schedule
my life so that I can accomplish all
of my goals.”
Husband and son haven’t
missed a race in three years, some
60 in several countries. To make it
work, in addition to laboring in the
family tent business, Dussault’s
husband also serves as her manager. Their son, who is homeschooled, is her biggest on-road
supporter, cheering, “Go, Mom!”
from the sidelines.
The two will be there with her at
the Olympics. They’ll be praying
hard, particularly asking the intercession of Blessed Frassati.
“Everybody hopes for the gold,”
Dussault said. “We’ve been telling
people, ‘Everything is possible for
God.’ … If I’m going to win a medal
it’s going to be by the intercession
of Blessed Frassati — and the
prayers of many faithful.
“Blessed Frassati needs a miracle for sainthood,” she mused.
“Strange things happen at the
Olympics all the time.”

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 5: Mass, 100th anniversary of St. Francis de Sales School (10:30 a.m.); Mass at cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
Feb. 6: Colorado Catholic Conference, Board of Trustees meeting, Colorado Springs
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Immigration Forum a highlight
of upcoming faith conference
BY JOHN GLEASON

The annual Living the
Catholic Faith Conference is
scheduled to be held March 1718 at the Adam’s Mark Hotel in
Denver. The purpose of the 2006
edition is to apply Catho-lic
Scriptural studies, catechetics
and liturgy to the practical challenges Catholics face as
Christian witnesses.
One of the main panel discussions will be on the issue of immigration, conducted by Bishop
Nicholas DiMarzio of the
Diocese of Brooklyn. Also participating in the panel will be
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., Bishop Arthur N.
Tafoya of the Diocese of Pueblo,
and Bishop Michael Sheridan,
S.T.E., of the Diocese of
Colorado Springs.
Immigration has been a subject close to Bishop DiMarzio’s
heart for many years. He was on
the global commission on international migration traveling all
over the world examining immigration issues before reporting
back to the United Nations. He
has also been on the migration
committee for the United States
Conference of Bishops for many
years.
Bishop Tafoya believes that
immigration is an important
issue, not only for the country,
but for us as Catholics.
“I believe we need to inform
people, to educate them as to
the rights of immigrants and
their place in society,” he said.
“These people might come with
a different culture and language,
but we are brothers and sisters
in the Church. We should have
that relationship, that awareness.”
Bishop Sheridan feels it is important to show support for the
subject of immigration, which
he concedes is a complicated
issue.
“As a bishop, my role is not to
try to delve into all the complexities,” he said, ‘but make a call
for sensible reform of our immi-

BRIEF
Upcoming workshops
to explore Hispanic
Ministry
The Pastoral Institute of
Centro San Juan Diego is sponsoring three upcoming workshops to inform people about
the cultures and traditions of
Hispanics, the history of
Hispanic Ministry, and how to
organize or improve Hispanic
Ministry. Presenters are Mar
Muñoz-Visoso, executive director of Centro, and Luis Soto, director of Hispanic Ministry. The
workshops are being offered in

IMMIGRATION
FORUM
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of
Brooklyn will deliver a
presentation on immigration in
the context of Catholic social
teaching at the Living the
Catholic Faith Conference, 4
p.m. March 18 at the Adam’s
Mark Hotel in Denver. A panel
discussion following the
reflection will host all three of
Colorado’s bishops. For more
information, visit
www.archden.org and click on
the Living the Catholic Faith
Conference link. Spanish
translation will be available;
bring an AM/FM radio and
headset.

gration laws. We have to recognize the dignity of these human
beings as well as the importance
of family.”
The Immigration Forum is
one of many presentations created to allow for diversity in
topic and variety. In addition to
the bishops, the conference will
feature author Babsie Bleasdell,
who will open the conference
with address “You will know the
truth, and the truth will make
you free.”
Other speakers include apologist Dominican Father Peter
Girard and author-speaker
Patrick Madrid.
Associate director of the U.S.
bishop’s Secretariat for Hispanic
Affairs, Alejandro Aguilera-Titus
will open the Spanish section of
the conference talking about
adult faith formation and pastoral ministry. The talk will follow the Spanish-language Mass,
celebrated by San Antonio
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez,
S.T.D., former auxiliary bishop
of Denver.
Registration materials and information are available online at
www.archden.org, click on the
conference link. Or call 303-7153260. Spanish-speaking attendees may call 303-715-3247.
English and Spanish and are
open to the public. Cost for the
presentations are $10 per person, per workshop. All workshops are held 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
Centro,
located
at
2830
Lawrence St. Participants may
attend one workshop or all
three. The workshops are designed to complement each
other. For more information, call
303-295-9470, or e-mail .
Hispanic
Culture
and
Traditions, in English, Feb. 7; in
Spanish, Feb. 8
History of Hispanic Ministry
in the United States, in English,
Feb. 14; in Spanish, Feb. 15
Hispanic Ministry at the
Parish Level, in English, Feb. 21;
in Spanish, Feb. 22

GUEST COLUMN

Getting serious about sexual abuse
Public schools given lopsided protection in abuse cases
BY SUANN MALONE MAIER

have kept that immunity in place. As a result, public school districts have a sharply
State legislators are back in session. As a
reduced liability for incidents of sexual
mother and a teacher, I have a suggestion
abuse.
for them.
Let me put it as plainly as I can: Under
Every day my husband and I put our 15Colorado law, my husband and I can recovyear-old son Dan on the bus to his public
er a lot more money, a lot more easily, if our
school. Over the years, Dan’s had many
son Dan is abused by a deacon at our local
wonderful teachers. Most of the adults he
parish than if he’s sexually violated by a
meets at his public school, in sports and at
teacher or coach at his local public school.
our local church treat him with kindness.
Under Colorado law, parents have much
We’re grateful. Dan has Down syndrome.
less time to identify, report and legally purThe disabled are not always so well-resue sexual abuse committed by a public
ceived.
school employee than if the same abuse is
Because of his disability, Dan belongs to a committed by the employee of a religious or
group that is up to 10 times more likely to
private organization. The amount of money
be sexually abused as a
they can recover in damages
minor. And if sexual abuse
also drastically limited.
“What Colorado law is Of
does ever happen to Dan,
course, in reality, mitells public school
the national evidence shows
nors are actually more likely
that it’s more likely to take
parents like me is this: to encounter sexual abuse
place at his public school
in a public school setting
Sexual abuse at the
than anywhere else outside
at their local church.
hands of a public school than
his family.
But Colorado law doesn’t
employee is less serious seem to care about that.
I know this because I’ve
had to learn it in order to
What Colorado law tells
and less expensive than
protect my son. The
public
school parents like
exactly the same abuse
Associated Press reported
me is this: Sexual abuse at
last year that in some states at the hands of a pastor the hands of a public school
or Sunday school
sexual abuse is the main
employee is less serious and
reason public school teachteacher. Something is less expensive than exactly
ers lose their licenses. Not
profoundly wrong with the same abuse at the hands
that this should have come
of a pastor or Sunday school
as a surprise given the grow- that kind of lawmaking.” teacher. Something is proing body of evidence. A
foundly wrong with that
Suann Malone Maier kind of lawmaking.
probe by the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette, for example,
My husband and I have
found that during the 1990s,
heard all the arguments in
“By far the most common reason for
favor of sovereign immunity. But for anyone
teacher discipline” in Pennsylvania “was
with a child at risk for sexual abuse, they’re
sex-related offenses, according to state docempty words. We’ve even heard the claim
uments.”
that churches and other nonprofits should
Colorado public schools are not exempt
be held to a “higher standard” because of
from the abuse problem. Just check the
their tax-exempt status.
headlines over the past few years. Professor
This is pure cynicism. It ignores the fact
Charol Shakeshaft of Hofstra University,
that governments grant tax exemptions preamong others, argues that up to 15 percent
cisely for the benefit of the communities
of all public school students nationally are
they govern, and to reduce their own exthe victims of sexual misconduct by a staff
penses. It implies that the abuse of a minor
member, ranging from kissing to sexual inby a clergyperson is somehow more loathtercourse, by the time they finish high
some than the same ugly abuse by a public
school.
school teacher simply because some church
Even conservatively, that number involves gets a tax break. It also implies that public
hundreds of thousands of public school stu- school districts should be less accountable
dents. The evidence also suggests that from
because we pay taxes to support them. Try
1 percent to 5 percent of the teaching protelling that to an aggrieved parent face to
fession and up to 25 percent of all public
face.
school districts have problems of sexual
If — as attorneys tell us — organizations
abuse.
only learn when they have to pay for their
All of this sounds depressingly familiar
own misdeeds and the misdeeds of their
from stories about past sex abuse in the
agents, then why should public school disCatholic Church, right down to an alleged
tricts be exempt from the same kind of edupattern of what one angry public school
cation?
parent described as “passing the trash,” i.e.,
As the 2006 legislative session begins, our
moving around abusive public school
lawmakers could do everyone a favor by
teachers from job to job.
changing Colorado laws to make them fair.
But in most states — including Colorado
If we’re really serious about protecting chil— there’s one very big difference, with very
dren and punishing the sexual abuse of mibig consequences for public school parents
nors, then the same criminal, civil and filike my husband and me: It’s a whole lot
nancial standards should apply to public
easier, and potentially far more lucrative, to
and private offenders — including public
sue the Catholic Church, or any church or
school systems. Anything less is unjust.
private organization, than it is to sue the
Suann Malone Maier, a teacher for 30
local public school district. The reason is
years, is on the faculty of Denver’s St. Vincent
simple. Public school districts enjoy soverde Paul School. This column first appeared
eign immunity unless the state legislature
in the Rocky Mountain News.
says otherwise. So far, Colorado legislators
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GUEST COLUMN
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL
The Catholic engine of western progress
The standard account of the history of the West from, say, 400-1500
would run something like this:
The breakdown of the Roman Empire sent western Europe into the
centuries-long civilizational morass of the “Dark Ages.” The West only
began to recover its intellectual elan during the Enlightenment, and it
was during that period, when scientists and political theorists unshackled themselves from the repressive bonds of Catholic faith, that
“modernity” began to take shape. Democracy and the free market are
primarily Enlightenment projects, although Protestantism had something to do with the rise of capitalism. Catholicism, on the other hand,
had to be throttled if democracy, the free economy, and science were to
thrive.
Right?
Wrong, according to Baylor University scholar Rodney Stark in his
new book, The Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom,
Capitalism, and Western Success (Random House) — a splendid exercise in intellectual bomb-throwing that combines rigorous scholarship
with readability.
According to Professor Stark, the West became history’s most successful civilization because of the unique theology that undergirded
western culture. Christian theology was both rational and progressive; it
held that knowledge of God and of God’s purposes could deepen and
develop over time, to the point where new doctrines could evolve.
Unlike Islam, which froze doctrine in an unchangeable sacred text,
Christianity affirmed the “development of doctrine,” and that had a
profound cultural impact — it helped create a civilization that was future-oriented, that believed in material as well as intellectual and spiritual progress, and that thought itself obliged to apply human reason to
nature so that the world might become a garden of God (as the
Benedictines had it).
Stark also shows how this distinctively Christian understanding of
theology as a rational and progressive enterprise was “absolutely essential...for the rise of science,” even as it planted in our culture an understanding of the dignity of the human person and the value of work.
Christian ideas were thus crucial, Stark insists, to the medieval evolution of “responsive states” that nurtured a considerable measure of individual freedom, and to the development of capitalism, which is the
application of reason to economic life and commerce. Thus medieval
monks, not dour Dutch Calvinists, were the world’s first successful
practitioners of market-driven economics.
Despotism — ancient, medieval, or modern — is the great enemy of
social and economic progress. And it was Christianity, not the
Enlightenment, that vaccinated the West against totalitarianism, by emphasizing that, while Caesar had his claims, there were limits to those
claims — the limits imposed by the superior claims of God. There was
nothing like this in Islam; we live (and die) with the results of that difference today.
Professor Stark’s arguments are buttressed by his relentless demolition of the notion that “invention” stopped with the fall of Rome and
didn’t start again until the Enlightenment. Really? The so-called “Dark
Ages” created the first economies that didn’t rely on human muscles, by
inventing water-mills, perfecting dams, producing paper mechanically,
which no other civilization had managed. Other inventions of the “Dark
Ages”? How about windmills, the horse-collar, horseshoes, the heavy
plow, fish farming, three-cycle crop rotation, cloth manufacturing,
chimneys, eyeglasses, and clocks? Don’t forget the round-bottomed
ship, the sternpost rudder, and the compass. Or, on the cultural front,
the university, modern languages, polyphony, and Gothic architecture,
with its flying buttresses and stained glass.
As for science, Stark describes Copernicus, not as an isolated scientist
estranged from the Church, but as “one of the best-educated men of his
generation, having trained at the universities of Cracow, Bologna (possibly the best university in Europe), Padua, and Ferrara.” His heliocentric model of the solar system marked an evolution, not a revolution,
for Copernicus stood on the shoulders of Christian scholars; contrary to
the regnant mythology, the Polish astronomer was not a forerunner of
Richard Dawkins, Carl Sagan, and other contemporary scientists who
love playing the village atheist, imagining it an interesting role.
The Victory of Reason is a bracing antidote to the secularist smog that
chokes education today. Give it to any college student you know —
after reading it yourself.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy Center
in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Phone: 303-715-3215.

Help students DREAM
BY JARED POLIS

An estimated 65,000 students
who successfully graduate from
high school each year are ineligible
to work legally, join the military,
pay in-state college tuition rates at
public colleges and universities, or
apply for financial aid. These students live on the margins of society and face limited futures because
of their undocumented status.
Although they consider the United
States their home and want to contribute to its future by serving in
the military or giving back to their
community as teachers, doctors or
engineers, undocumented students currently have no way to legalize their immigration status and
get on with their lives.
Hopefully this will change soon.
In a strong show of bipartisan cooperation, a group of senators recently
reintroduced
the
Development,
Relief,
and
Education for Alien Minors
(DREAM) Act of 2005, which had
been introduced originally in 2001
and again in 2003 by Senators
Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) and Richard
Durbin (D-Ill.). The DREAM Act of
2005 is sponsored by Durbin,
Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) and Richard
Lugar (R-Ind.), and co-sponsored
by five Republicans and five
Democrats,
including
John
McCain and Joe Lieberman. This
act puts new life into legislation
that had been on hold since being
approved in 2003 by the Senate
Judiciary Committee on a 16-3
vote.
If enacted, the DREAM Act will
transform the lives of undocumented children who were

brought to the U.S. years ago by
their parents and who have stayed
in school and out of trouble since
their arrival. Specifically, it allows
high school graduates who have
lived here for at least five years and
who were brought to the U.S. before their 16th birthday to apply for
a six-year conditional legal immigration status, which would become permanent if they go to college or serve in the military.
Instead of living in constant fear
of deportation to countries they do
not consider home, these students
would be allowed to continue their
education beyond high school or
serve their country, and become
productive members of society. In
addition, undocumented middleschool students would have a
greater incentive to study hard and
succeed if they knew that a realistic
opportunity to attend college
awaited them.
This act eliminates a federal provision that discourages states from
allowing their undocumented student residents to pay in-state tuition, which places the costs of a
college education out of reach. For
example, this year the in-state tuition for a full-time undergraduate
student at CU-Boulder is $4,446
while the out-of-state tuition is
$21,900; the in-state tuition at
Arapahoe Community College is
$1,746 while the out-of-state is
$8,284. The vast majority of undocumented students come from
low-income families that are unable to help them pay these tuition
rates, and thus they are confined to
a life of fewer career opportunities
and lower earnings potential, de-

spite their enormous potential and
desire to succeed.
Essentially, we are punishing
these children because their parents brought them to this country
illegally through no fault of their
own. As stated in the 1982
Supreme Court decision in Plyler
vs. Doe that ruled against a Texas
statute that denied undocumented students access to free K-12 education, “the Texas statute imposes a lifetime hardship on a discrete
class of children not accountable
for their disabling status. …The
deprivation of public education is
not like the deprivation of some
other governmental benefit.
…[T]he deprivation of education
takes an inestimable toll on the social, economic, intellectual, and
psychological well-being of the individual, and poses an obstacle to
individual achievement.”
As is often the case, states have
decided to move ahead and address this issue themselves instead
of waiting for the federal government to take action. Since Texas
passed legislation in 2001 that provides in-state tuition to undocumented high school graduates, it
has been joined by eight other
states, including our neighboring
Kansas, Oklahoma and Utah; 18
other states, including Colorado,
are considering similar legislation.
At a time that President Bush is
pushing comprehensive immigration reform and Congress is
preparing to address this vexing
issue, the DREAM Act promotes
fairness and provides hope to undocumented children for a productive future. Congress should
act to ensure that these students
have an opportunity to legally pursue the American Dream.
It is the right thing to do — for
our country and for these children’s future.
Jared Polis is a businessman and
vice chair of the Colorado State
Board of Education. This column
first appeared in the Colorado
Daily.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
God blesses obedience
In the Jan. 18 issue of the Denver
Catholic Register, it was noted that
natural family planning has a low
divorce rate because it opens up
lines of communication. While I
agree that this does happen, I do
not think that it is the main reason
divorce rates are low.
My husband and I have a supernatural outlook on the success
rates of NFP. Because God reveals
truths through our Holy Mother
the Church, when we accept these
truths — especially when they
challenge us — we are respecting
the authority of God. Yes, many in
our culture ridicule my belief that
the Church is right-on concerning
NFP. However, unlike so many of
my cohorts, my marriage and family is a joyful one, a living testament
to its fruitfulness. We are expecting
our fourth child with great joy
knowing God will never be outdone in generosity.
Emily Achziger
Greeley, Colo.
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The Holy Alliance of
1815 joined three
European powers in
an agreement. Which
one of the three was
Catholic?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
This quiz looks at all things “holy.”
1. For the Jews, what was the Holy
of Holies?
a. The Ark of the Covenant;
b. A room in the Temple reserved
for the high priest to enter only
occasionally;
c. The carved representation of
JHWH (Yahweh), which was kept in
the temple.
2. What is/was the “Holiness
Movement”?
a. Another name for the early
Catholic Church;
b. An American Protestant
revivalist movement;
c. An effort, launched by Paul, to
recruit only God-fearers as
apostles.
3. Holiness is said to be one of the
“marks” of the Church. Which of
these is not a mark of the Church?
a. Apostolicity;
b. Catholicity;
c. Ethnicity.
4. The Holy Alliance of 1815 joined
three European powers in an
agreement. Which one of the three
was Catholic?
a. Russia;
b. Austria;
c. Prussia.
5. Holy Orders are:
a. Another name for the status
conferred by ordination;
b. What a military chaplain above
the rank of major can give;
c. What staff in the Vatican café put
in at lunchtime.
6. The Holy Roman Empire, which
was often mocked for being none
of these, ceased to exist after
about 1,000 years. Which French
ruler abolished it?
a. St. Louis, king of France;
b. Napoleon I;
c. Cardinal Richelieu.
7. What is holy water?
a. Water that was derived from the
wine Jesus turned into water;
b. A nickname for altar wine;
c. Water that has been blessed and
is usually used for ritual purposes.
8. Who was often given the
affectionate nickname “Holy Joe”?
a. U.S. Army chaplains;
b. U.S. senators;

c. Monks of the Order of the Holy
Foster Father Joseph.
9. Who in the Catholic Church is
often referred to as “His
Holiness”?

commanded to “revive in modern
form the spirit and ideals of the
Crusaders with the weapons of
faith, the apostolate and Christian
charity”:

a. The patriarch of the Byzantine
Church;

a. Knights of the Holy Sepulcher;

b. The watch commander of the
Swiss Guards;

c. Knights of the Holy Temple
(templars).

c. The pope.

12. Holy chrism is oil used for ritual
anointing. What is it normally made
from?

b. Holy men at arms;

10. What is the typical period
between Holy Years (though there
are variations):

a. Boiled animal fat;

a. 25 years;

b. Olive oil;

b. 50 years;

c. Petroleum.

c. 100 years.
11. This Catholic order is

ANSWER: 1.b, 2.b, 3.c, 4.b, 5.a, 6.b,
7.c, 8.a, 9.c, 10.a, 11.a, 12.b

THE CATEQUIZ’EM

THE SAINTS: ST. ANSGAR
St. Ansgar, called
“The Apostle of the
North,” was born in
801. He joined the
Benedictines at
Corbie and was then
sent to Denmark
where he worked as a missionary
without much success.
Sweden asked for Christian
missionaries and Ansgar went
there after being captured by
pirates on the way. Two years later
he was called back to become
abbot of Corvery and bishop of
Hamburg The pope made him
legate for the Scandinavian
missions.

When the Emperor Louis died,
funds for the northern apostolate
stopped. Ansgar worked in
Hamburg for 13 years and saw it
destroyed by invading northmen.
Sweden and Denmark returned to
paganism.
Returning to Denmark, he directed
new missionary work and
converted the king.
Ansgar was a great preacher and a
humble priest, devoting himself to
the poor and the sick. Although he
wished to die a martyr, he died in
peace at Bremen, Germany, in 865.
The feast of St. Ansgar, bishop, is
Feb. 3.
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In first encyclical, pope calls for deeper
understanding of love
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In his
first encyclical, Pope Benedict XVI
called for a deeper understanding
of love as a gift from God to be
shared in a self-sacrificial way,
both at a personal and social level.
The pope said love between
couples, often reduced today to
selfish sexual pleasure, needs to be
purified to include “concern and
care for the other.”
Love is also charity, he said, and
the Church has an obligation to

help the needy wherever they are
found — but its primary motives
must always be spiritual, never political or ideological.
The nearly 16,000-word encyclical, titled “Deus Caritas Est” (“God
Is Love”), was issued Jan. 25 in
seven languages. Addressed to all
Catholics, it was divided into two
sections, one on the meaning of
love in salvation history, the other
on the practice of love by the
Church.
The pope said his aim was to
“speak of the love which God lavishes upon us and which we in return must share with others.” The
two aspects, personal love and the
practice of charity, are profoundly
interconnected, he said.
The encyclical begins with a
phrase from the First Letter of
John: “God is love, and he who
abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him.” The pope said
the line expresses the heart of the
Christian faith, which understands
the creator as a loving God and
which sees Christ’s death as the ultimate sign of God’s love for man.
In today’s world, however, the
term “love” is frequently used and
misused, he said. Most commonly,
it is understood as representing
“eros,” the erotic love between a
man and a woman. The Church,
from its earliest days, proposed a

new vision of self-sacrificial love
expressed in the word “agape,” he
said.
At times, the pope said, the
Church, with all its commandments and prohibitions, has been
accused of poisoning eros or of
being ready to “blow the whistle”
just when the joy of erotic love presented itself.
But in modern society, he said, it
has become clear that eros itself
has been exalted and the human
body debased.
“Eros, reduced to pure ‘sex,’ has
become a commodity, a mere
‘thing’ to be bought and sold, or
rather, man himself becomes a
commodity. This is hardly man’s
great ‘yes’ to the body. On the contrary, he now considers his body
and his sexuality as the purely material part of himself, to be used
and exploited at will,” he said.
Properly understood, he said,
eros leads a man and woman to
marriage, a bond that is exclusive,
and therefore monogamous, as
well as permanent.
While it is true that the happiness of eros can give people a
“foretaste of the divine,” eros
needs to be disciplined and purified if it is to provide more than
fleeting pleasure, the pope said.

Topic of pope’s first encyclical
timely, local faithful say
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Jan. 25, Pope Benedict XVI
published his first encyclical,
“Deus Caritas Est” (“God Is Love”).
It deals with the relationship between the meaning of God’s love
and the erotic love of humans. The
Denver Catholic Register asked several people for their reaction to the
pope’s first encyclical.
Father Kenneth Leone
Pastor, Church of the Risen Christ
“To me it’s another sign of how
the Holy Spirit guides the Church.
There couldn’t have been a better
topic as far as I’m concerned; when
I read that this morning, I began to
cry. The Holy Father is so filled
with the Holy Spirit. Having been
through the Columbine tragedy
and burying three of the students
and seeing the incredible results of
violence, I thought the choice was
amazing. It’s exactly what our
world needs today. When are we
going to start treating each other in
love?

Deacon Clarence McDavid
Cure d’Ars Parish
“It’s a real positive message
about works of charity and the
message that God is love. In
today’s world, we focus in on economics or the latest developments
See Encyclical, Page 14
in technology, but we don’t focus a

lot on giving to others and caring
for others. I think our world shows
it.”
David Walker
Director,Marriage and Family Life
Office
“I thought it was brilliant that
the Holy Father started out with an
encyclical like this. Christ was
asked many times what the greatest commandment was and he always responded ‘to love your God
with all your heart, soul, mind and
strength and to love your neighbor
as yourself.’ It’s the essence of
Christian life summed up. The next
question is how do you do that? It’s
a tall order. But by recognizing
Gods love for us, the more we’re
able to love him and love our
neighbor perfectly. It’s really the
start of the Christian message;
everything flows from there.
Sister Mary Timothea Elliott,
R.S.M.
Professor of Scripture, St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
“It certainly is right at the heart
of the matter and of the Christian
message. It’s very appropriate. I
heard someone say that (in view of
this encyclical being published)
that the image of Pope Benedict
XVI as the Grand Inquisitor has just
been changed to the great lover.
What a strong statement.”
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YOUNG PEOPLE
lead the 33rd annual March for
Life in Washington
Jan. 23. Nellie
Gray, organizer of
the March for Life,
estimated the
crowd at this
year’s event at
“well over
100,000.”

Thousands fill national shrine for
vigil Mass marking Roe anniversary
WASHINGTON (CNS) — They
were just an aisle apart but almost6-month-old Abigail Matava and
102-year-old Hattie Proctor symbolized the full spectrum of life
that thousands of pro-lifers
jammed the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington Jan. 22
to celebrate. More than 6,000 people — many of them high school
and college students — filled every
square inch of the basilica’s upper
church, including the side chapels,
and its lower Crypt Church for the
National Prayer Vigil for Life on the
anniversary of the 1973 Roe v.
Wade decision legalizing abortion

on demand. “We gather in this sacred space to bear witness yet
again to the terrible cloud that has
darkened our nation since the
Supreme Court declared 33 years
ago today that the life of a human
being, a life created in God’s image,
may be ended before its birth,”
said Cardinal William H. Keeler of
Baltimore, the main celebrant and
homilist of the vigil Mass. “We
come together to pray that this
darkest of clouds might at last be
lifted. We come together again to
pray for the triumph of life,” said
the cardinal, who is chairman of
the U.S. bishops’ Committee on
Pro-Life Activities.

BRIEFS

no resistance when he was taken
back into custody. As he entered a
police station in Istanbul, he
shouted in several languages, “I am
Messiah. I am not the Son of God, I
am Messiah,” according to Turkish
news reports. Agca has frequently
made wild and fanatical claims to
the press and to justice officials.
Agca had served 19 years in Italian
prisons for shooting the pope in
1981. He was extradited in 2000 to
Turkey, where he served five years
for the 1979 murder of a liberal
Turkish newspaper editor.

Young people pray, rally
before annual March
WASHINGTON (CNS) — After a
long procession of priests and
bishops, Cardinal Theodore E.
McCarrick of Washington finally
made it to the front of the
makeshift altar at the MCI Center
Jan. 23. He looked left and then
right at the estimated 25,000 young
Catholics from across the nation
gathered in the sports arena for
this year’s Rally for Life and Youth
Mass before the March for Life on
the National Mall. “Only when you
have a national championship do
you fill this hall with as many people as we have today,” the cardinal
said after the music stopped. “And
that makes sense because you are
the champions of life.” The MCI
Center was filled to capacity. Many
youths and their chaperons were
turned away, and so walked down
the street to attend a Mass at St.
Patrick’s Church, which was also
packed to capacity. “We’re going to
have to build a whole new place
next year,” the cardinal said, joking.

Would-be papal assassin
Agca ordered back to
prison in Turkey
ROME (CNS) — The Turkish terrorist who shot and seriously
wounded Pope John Paul II was ordered to return to prison, where he
was expected to remain for several
years. On Jan. 20 the Turkish
Supreme Court overturned a lower
court’s release of Mehmet Ali Agca
eight days earlier. Agca’s release
had prompted widespread criticism in Turkey and around the
world. Agca, 48, was apprehended
by police at his home and offered

Swiss Guards receive
papal blessing on corps’
500th anniversary
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — On the
500th anniversary of the founding of the world’s oldest active
army, Pope Benedict XVI gave his
apostolic blessing to a contingent
of Swiss Guards who were lined
up in formation in St. Peter’s
Square. From his apartment window in the Apostolic Palace Jan.
22, the pope thanked this “welldeserving” corps for its “500 years
of service.” He imparted “a heartfelt” apostolic blessing to approximately 70 guards gathered in the
square and to former guards who
were watching the event from
Fribourg, Switzerland, via a live,
televised link. Pope Benedict recalled how on Jan. 22, 1506, “Pope
Julius II welcomed and blessed
the first contingent of Swiss
Guards” that arrived in Rome
after the pontiff requested the
soldiers come to protect the pope
and the Apostolic Palace. “This is
how the Swiss Guards were born,”
Pope Benedict said. The pope
said his special blessing for the
guards was a sign of his “appreciation and recognition” of their
service and fidelity.
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Annual Catholic Lawyers Guild Dinner largest yet
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Catholic Lawyers Guild of
Colorado held their annual dinner at the Denver Country Club
on Jan. 26. More than 120 people
were on hand to welcome the
new officers and witness the
presentation of the St. Thomas
More Award and the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
In opening remarks, Jesuit
Father Walter Sidney said that the
guild comes together to promote
faith and justice. He praised the
organization for being the voice
for those who have no voice, and
thanked the guild for being the
inspiration they are.

STEVE MICHALEK, new
Catholic Lawyer's Guild
president, presents the St.
Thomas More Award to
Mark Fogg Jan. 26 at the
Denver Country Club.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

The new guild officers are Steve
Michalek, president; Kandace
Gerdes, vice president; Ann
Allott, treasurer and Otto Hilbert
II, secretary.
In his first speech as guild president, Michalek talked about
what the guild meant to him, emphasizing the group’s ability to
foster a sense of growth.
“We’re in a special position to
make other people’s lives happy,”
he said.
Michalek also praised the work
of out-going president Laura
Tighe, who he credited with
steering the guild through some
difficult times.

Former
Denver
District
Attorney and gubernatorial candidate Bill Ritter then presented
the St. Thomas More Award to
Mark Fogg, and the Lifetime
Achievement Award to Attorney
General John Suthers.
The St. Thomas More Award is
given to an attorney who exemplifies the intellect, integrity and
moral courage of St. Thomas
More, the patron saint of lawyers
and politicians. In accepting the
award, Fogg dedicated it to his father — a man of deep, quiet faith
— and said he was blessed to be a
part of such a family.
“We embraced the attitude of,

‘What more can I do?’” Fogg said.
“You here help that spirit live in
me.”
The Lifetime Achievement
Award is given to an attorney for
outstanding contributions to religion, profession and country.
When called up to receive this
award, Suthers drew a chuckle
from the crowd when he said he
was a little disconcerted about
the “lifetime” part of the award.
He said he plans to be around for
quite sometime.
Calling himself lucky, Suthers
said the Church has a long history and has much to be proud of,
such as its morality teaching.
“Remember,” he told the
group, “it is possible for us to be
lawyerly and saintly at the same
time.”
Prior to the dinner, Msgr.
Thomas Fryar, moderator of the
curia for the Denver Archdiocese,
celebrated Mass for the guild.
The Catholic Lawyers Guild of
Colorado was formed in 1960 to
promote high standards and ethical ideals and practices, as well
as to promote spiritual welfare
among its members. Part of the
guild’s function is to provide social service and help to other
people. Recently, the guild sponsored a dinner to raise money for
Mount St. Vincent’s Home for
children and for Franciscan
Friends of the Poor, an outreach
effort for homeless men.

ENDOW helps
women reclaim their
‘feminine genius’
BY ROXANNE KING

Faith, fellowship and education.
That’s what a recent ENDOW gathering provided to some 40 women,
all members of study groups at
Our Lady of Loreto Church in
Foxfield.
Held in a private home, the Jan.
24 evening assembly drew from
the five ENDOW study groups at
Loreto, which has the largest number of such groups in the Denver
Archdiocese. ENDOW (Educating
on the Nature and Dignity of
Women), is a Catholic organization dedicated to teaching the
“new feminism” of Pope John Paul
II. The gathering included Mass, a
talk about a local crisis pregnancy
outreach center, and an opportunity for discussion and fellowship.
“ENDOW seeks … to strengthen
your role as laywomen in the
Church,” Msgr. Ed Buelt, pastor of
Loreto, said in his homily.
He noted that, fittingly, the day
was the feast of St. Francis de Sales,
a doctor of the Church and an
originator of lay spirituality. De
Sales’
spiritual
classic
“Introduction to the Devout Life,”
emphasized that holiness was not
for clerics and the cloistered only,
but could be pursued in any state
of life.

See ENDOW, Page 9
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ENDOW
From Page 8

“Lay people have a call to holiness in their unique state of life;
they have a special spirituality,”
Msgr. Buelt said, adding, “a computer geek’s is different from a carpenter’s.”
And a man’s spirituality is different from a woman’s, he stressed.
Led by the same Holy Spirit, the
priest said, the source of our desire for holiness and the goal we
seek is always Christ.
Concluding his homily, Msgr.
Buelt urged the women to read
Pope Benedict XVI’s first encyclical, due out the next day, “Deus
Caritas Est” (“God Is Love”).
Reaching out with Christian
love to women facing crisis pregnancies to let them know about
the life-affirming options and resources available to them is the
mission of Alternatives Pregnancy
Center, said the organization’s Jan
Vogt, who spoke after the Mass.
More than half of the nondenominational center’s clients are referred by Christians, said Vogt,
who is Catholic and a co-facilitator of an ENDOW group at Our
Lady of Fatima Parish in
Lakewood.
“You’re our voice in the community,” asserted Vogt. A compassionate, Christian response to the
question of abortion, she added, is
to tell people what the evidence
shows — “I think abortion really
hurts women.”

UPCOMING
ENDOW EVENTS
Feb. 11, 9 a.m.-noon:
Psychotherapist Philip Mango
lectures on “The Future of
Femininity and Masculinity.”
April 1, 9 a.m.-noon: Librarian
Michael Wordward speaks on
“Five Famous Catholic Women.”
May 6, 5 p.m.-11 p.m.: Writerspeaker Mary Ellen Bork
keynotes ENDOW gala.
Call: 303-715-3224 for more
information.

Founded 24 years ago,
Alternatives Pregnancy Center has
four locations in the metropolitan
Denver area. Its free services include a hotline, ultrasounds,
counseling and short term housing. It also offers abstinence-training programs, which are available
to public and parochial middle
and high schools, home-school
and youth groups. By educating
people, Vogt said, the nonprofit
organization empowers them to
make healthy choices.
“Eighty percent of women who
see their children on ultrasound
will choose life,” said Vogt, adding
later, “The truth is powerful and
has its own gentle persuasion.”
Following the talk, new ENDOW
member Jane Eusterman, 51, said
she appreciates the friendship
and growing awareness she’s gaining through the organization.
“It’s a breath of fresh air to hear

See ENDOW, Page 14

New crucifix contains relic of true cross, connects history
BY JOHN GLEASON

A new cross hangs above the
altar at Our Lady of Loreto Church
in Foxfield. On the 8-foot long,
150-pound crucifix is an icon of
Christ, with the Blessed Virgin and
John the Apostle depicted on the
side panels. At the base, directly
beneath the feet of Jesus, is a sacred relic — a piece of the true
cross.
Msgr. Edward Buelt maintained
safe possession of the relic for the
past two years. He said it was only
brought out each Good Friday.
“We needed to figure out exactly what we wanted to do,” he said.
“It was always foreseen that we’d
eventually get a cross when the
church was finished two years
ago.” The holy relic has been in
the possession of the same family
since the time of the Fourth
Crusade. It eventually made its
way from Italy to the United
States. According to Msgr. Buelt,
the family was entrusted with the
relic because of their work in financing the crusade.
“The family retains possession
of the relic,” Msgr. Buelt said. “But
it has been entrusted to Our Lady
of Loreto for public veneration.”
The cross was commissioned by
Msgr. Buelt to artist and iconographer, Jesuit Father Bill McNichols

Trust in
the Lord
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CLOSE UP of the relic.
of Taos, N.M., who has created
more than 160 icons since 1990.
“I was commissioned to do an
8-foot cross for a school in Los
Angeles,” Father McNichols said.
“Msgr. Ed found it on the Internet
and said he’d like to have one for
the church.”

The cross is in the style of
Ioanni Ciambue, an artist who
lived in the 13th century and a favorite of Father McNichols.
“Once it was established that it
would be a rendition of Ciambue,
it was decided that the side panels
would be of Mary and John the
Apostle,” he said. “I also wanted
to put mountains in the background as a representation of
Colorado.”
McNichols depicted the mountains in the harshness of winter so
as to depict the harshness of the
cross.
But symbolism extended beyond what was painted on the
cross. On the day the cross was
dedicated, Our Lady of Loreto
hosted the Catholic Choir from
the Air Force Academy, and Msgr.
Buelt took the opportunity to talk
about the history of the relic and
how it compared today.
“The Christian west and
Muslim east are in conflict today,
much as they were during the
time of the Fourth Crusade,” he
said. “For the cadets who are
preparing to serve their country,
they must understand that there’s
an important connection between what we do politically, militarily and civilly. And what the
Lord is calling us repeatedly to do
in view of his salvation and love.”
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St. Francis de Sales School to celebrate 100th anniversary
BY ROXANNE KING

As it celebrates its 100th anniversary with a 10:30 a.m. Mass
Feb. 5 in the parish church, St.
Francis de Sales School will
honor the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet who founded it and
who continue its proud heritage
today.
“There were only two sisters
who opened the school,” notes
Msgr. Frank Morfeld, the parish
pastor, in the anniversary
brochure, “and there are only two
sisters now: Sister Eleanor
O’Hearn, principal, and Sister
Janet Feager, teacher. One hundred years later these sisters keep
alive the legacy.”
A total 177 religious sisters
have served the school. Each one
was instrumental in making it a
Catholic school of excellence, the
pastor added. Today, a predominately lay faculty carries on its

tradition of instilling quality academics and strong Catholic faith.
Sister O’Hearn, who has enjoyed the school’s longest tenure
as principal — 24 years — has
been with the school 27 years.
“All I need to do is look at the
eyes of the children and that gives
me the energy and desire to stay,”
she said. “Plus I have a very supportive faculty and pastor and
wonderful parents to work with.”
Stability and a commitment to
providing a well-rounded, superior Catholic education has resulted in families who send several generations of children to the
school, the principal said.
Alumna Marion Kelly, 96, exemplifies that, Sister O’Hearn said,
adding that Kelly will be recognized during the centennial
Mass. Kelly attended the grade
school and the now closed high
school, graduating in 1928. She
then sent her own daughter to

100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
When: 10:30 a.m. Feb. 5
What: Mass in the church, 300 S.
Sherman St., followed reception/
exhibit in the school gym
Celebrant: Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Concelebrants: Pastor Msgr. Frank
Morfeld, former pastors and
assistants
Who: Everyone is invited,
particularly alumni
Call: 303-744-7231

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

EDUCATOR SISTER Janet Feager enjoys a light moment with students at St. Francis de Sales School. Sister Feager is one of two
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet who still teach at the school. The
order opened the school 100 years ago with two religious sisters.
the school and her grandson also the Catholic and public high
schools.”
attended.
Administrators make it a point
“We’ve become a generational
school,” said Sister O’Hearn, not- to ensure students have a wide
ing that 19 former students cur- range of educational opportunities, including forensics, journalrently send their children there.
The first teacher Sister O’Hearn ism, art, music and physical eduhired 24 years ago, Elaine Tucker, cation. After-school activities inis still there. Tucker’s now adult clude sports and clubs, and rechildren attended the school and medial and enrichment prohave both served as substitute grams. Students also participate
teachers there. Another teacher is in Math Counts, a math competian alumna who sends her chil- tion, and in forensics competitions.
dren there.
“There’s a misconception that
“People like the spirit of community that exists here,” said because we’re an inner-city
Sister Janet Feager, who has 16 school, our students get fewer
years at the school. “And the opportunities, but we make sure
tremendous dedication of our lay ours don’t,” Tucker said.
Private donors and organizateachers.”
Tucker agreed, adding, “They tions such as the Seeds of
get a good education here — our Charitable Trust and The
students go on to do really well in Catholic Foundation enable the

school to provide those opportunities, the administrators said.
St. Francis de Sales School
opened with some 30-50 students in 1906 in an $8,000 combination church-school building at
320 S. Sherman St. The church
occupied the top floor of the twostory facility until the current
church was built five years later
just a few doors down.
In 1924 a high school was built.
In the 1950s and 60s, according to
historian Tom Noel’s “Colorado
Catholicism,” as many as 28 sisters taught 650 grade-schoolers
and 750 high-schoolers. In 1973
the high school consolidated
with St. Joseph and Central
Catholic high schools.
Today,
the
kindergarten
through eighth-grade school is
located in the former high school
building at 235 S. Sherman St. It
boasts an enrollment of 208 students. Its preschool has an additional 23 students.
Once a neighborhood school, it
now draws students from as far
west as Golden and as far east as
Aurora, the principal said.
Originally boasting a high Irish

See Anniversary, Page 11
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40 years of teaching is a ‘great
life,’ high school educator says

Educator wants students to excel

BY JOHN GLEASON

Joan Sheehan believes that if
you don’t offer the moon to students, they won’t know to reach
for it. She wants students to always strive to attain higher
goals.
Celebrating 40 years as a
teacher and principal, Sheehan
said she wouldn’t want to do
anything else.
“Working with children has
provided me with all kinds of
highlights,” she said. “I simply
love what I do.”
Currently principal at Our
Lady of Lourdes School in
Denver, this Omaha native came
to Greeley, Colo., to go to school.
Just nine hours short of obtaining her masters in administration, Sheehan switched to psychology. Teaching in Denver
during the day, then driving to
Greeley to attend classes of her
own took up a lot of time, but
the late nights and long weekends paid off.
“My internship was something,” she said, “but it was
worth it.”
Sheehan taught at Nativity of
Our Lord in Broomfield and St.
John
the
Evangelist
in
Longmont before arriving at Our
Lady of Lourdes, where she has
been principal since 1986. She
said that selecting one or two
highlights out of her career
would be difficult since so many
great things have happened. But

Rod Card is one of two Catholic
teachers who are celebrating 40
years in the industry this year,
and although there is a chance
this might be his last year, he says
it’s been a great ride.
For 39 of his 40 years in education, Card has been at Regis Jesuit
High School, not only helping
young men navigate through biology and computer classes, but
helping them excel in sports. In
both arenas, Card said his philosophy is the same. Whether the
student has a natural ability, or if
they’re struggling, there is no better moment then when they succeed.
“It’s the same on the practice
field as it is in the classroom,”
Card said. “First comes the struggle, then the success. That’s
where the real satisfaction is.”
Card grew up in Denver, attending Loyola School and Regis
Jesuit High School. After graduating in 1961, he went to
Colorado State University where
he majored in physical education. Despite the class time, he
still found time to continue running.
Graduating from C.S.U., Card
taught for a year at Roncalli High
School in Pueblo before returning to Regis.
“I got a call asking if I was interested,” Card said, “and back I

Anniversary
From Page 10

immigrant population, the school
is now predominately Hispanic.
And while enrollment is largely
low-to middle-income, the neighborhood itself is experiencing a
revitalization.
“When I came it was so rundown,” Tucker recalled. “Now
we’re called west Washington
Park. It’s become a yuppie neighborhood.”
Perhaps the best sign of the
school’s achievement is the success and happiness of its students. Born to Spanish-speaking
immigrants, U.S.-born eighthgrader Abilene Angeles couldn’t
speak English when she arrived to
the school in the fourth grade, despite having attended a local
bilingual school. Today, her
English is flawless.
“I speak two languages now,”
she said, adding matter-of-factly
that she enjoys speech class and is
looking forward to competing in a
Math Counts competition.
Classmate Michael Gonzales
said he appreciates the wide
range of subjects and activities
the school offers and its caring
faculty.
“I like that being students at our
school we are part of history,” said
eighth-grader Gabriela Lopez.
“We’re the centennial class. I like
that.”

came.”
With a background in physical
education, Card spent a lot of
time coaching football, wrestling,
cross country and track, but like
all coaches at Regis, he was in the
classroom, too.
“I taught some computer classes, biology, and the lab science
classes for many years,” he said.
When a student succeeds in
the classroom or on the field, and
translates that into success in life
after school, that is one of the
most fulfilling things for Card as
he looks back at his career.
“I have many kids who come
back over the years,” he said. “It’s
great to find out what they’ve
been doing. That’s the main
thing.”
Card and his wife, Joan, have
four children, two of whom have
followed their dad into the education field. He said he is happy
about that, but for all the success
and fulfillment over the years, it
may be time to close the book
and hang up the starters whistle.
“This could be my last year, but
it’s been a tough thing to figure
out,” Card said. “I’ve been considering it, but no decision has
been made yet.”
Card said he has some simple,
basic advice for anyone who
wants to enter the teaching profession.
“All I can say is, it’s been a great
life for me.”

BY JOHN GLEASON

she
did
mention
one.
“Two years
ago, we took
possession
of a beautiful new wing
h e r e , ”
Sheehan
said. “Now,
we have a
PHOTO BY BETTINGER
and
JOAN SHEEHAN gym
space for our
performing and visual arts program. It was a challenge, but
we’re grateful for what we now
have for our kids.”
No matter what challenge
presents itself, Sheehan is always ready to stand up to it. The
year before she began at St.
John’s, the school had closed
some upper grades and faced
the possibility of closing altogether.
“Enrollment had been going
down, almost to one hundred,”
she said. “But we knew the
school had to remain there; it
was the only Catholic school in
Longmont.”
The school opened a kindergarten and eventually got the
seventh and eighth-grades

opened again. By the time
Sheehan left, enrollment topped
300.
Even though she has been
principal at Our Lady of Lourdes
for 20 years, Sheehan continues
to teach, mostly math. Even
though she won’t use the word
“favorite,” Sheehan said teaching junior high students is the
most enjoyable for her.
“Oh, I love it,” she said. “I love
to see the lights go on and to see
them grow. And being in a place
like this for as long as I have, I
been able to watch them grow
up from kindergarteners. That’s
been the real fun thing for me.”
If you congratulate Sheehan
on her years in education, she is
quick to point out that the
process is indeed a team effort.
She believes that education is a
parish community responsibility. That, only in the “it takes a
village” mode can God’s work be
accomplished.
“We cannot teach community
unless we live and model it,”
Sheehan said. “Being part of this
community is so rewarding;
they come up with all kinds of
ideas to help the school. They’re
wonderful people. You can’t beat
them.”
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Catechesis helped teen understand God’s call
The Denver Catholic Register
continues its ongoing series of
profiles on the men attending
the two seminaries of the
Denver Archdiocese.
Name/Age:
Juan
Manuel
Bonilla
Naranjo, 22
From:
Ambato,
Tu n g u r a h u a ,
Ecuador
Education/Degree:
Bachelor’s degree in
physics and math
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary

Why the priesthood?
In my adolescence I experienced an interior emptiness. My
life revolved around my studies
and my family. God did not
seem to exist; I thought of religion as an old-fashioned attitude. It was in this state of mind
that
I
encountered
the
Neocatechumenal Way. There I
found people who announced
the love of Christ for me. I began
to go to the catechesis with my
parents. Through these catecheses I began to know the love of
God. After some time being in
the Way, I started to consider
God’s plan in my life. I saw my
vocation, which I had felt since I

was a child but did not really understand. Due to that, I had rejected my vocation. The Way
helped me a great deal in understanding what a vocation is.
What led you to enter the seminary?
At a spiritual retreat I attended a call took place for those
who felt called by God to be a
priest. At that moment I started
taking seriously God’s call. Later
on, I was invited to attend a prevocational group (to discern the
priesthood). A couple of years
later
I
went
to
a
Neocatechumenal Way vocational center. Then I went to a

convivence (retreat) for aspiring
seminarians in Italy and was
sent to this seminary in Denver.
What have been your impressions so far?
Today, I see that the Lord has
placed before me examples to
follow such as Archbishop
Charles Chaput and many others who show that only through
service to others does man
reach the happiness I desired in
my adolescence. I also see how
the Lord is continually renewing
and sustaining the call that he
gives me — the call to give up
my life for his Church.

BRIEFS
Local man invested in
the Knights of Malta
Eugene F. Megyesy Jr., honorary
consul general of Hungary in the
Rocky Mountain region, was recently invested in the Sovereign
Knights of Malta in Budapest,
Hungary, in the order’s chapel in
St. Stephen Church. The investiture took place Nov. 20, 2005.
The Knights of Malta is a combined religious order and chivalric order. Its 11,000 members are
dedicated to defending the faith
and caring for the sick and the
poor.
Megyesy, a 27-year member of
All Souls Parish has organized numerous shipments of charitable
donations to Central Europe, including medical supplies, 2,000plus computers and more than
30,000 articles of ski clothing.

Upcoming First Friday
Forums, Feb. 3 and 10
Sean Dalton, director of Youth,
Young Adult and Campus
Ministry
for
the
Denver
Archdiocese will be the featured
speaker at the First Friday
Forum, Feb. 3, beginning with
Mass at 6:45 a.m. in the chapel at
the John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St. in Denver. A special
edition of the forum is set Feb. 10
to feature author and EWTN reporter
Raymond
Arroyo.
Admission is free and open to all;
donations are accepted at the
breakfast.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Father Andreas Hoeck will
lead the rosary and give the benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament.
Feb. 5: 3 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: St. Michael the
Archangel, 19099 E. Floyd Ave.,
Aurora. Call 303-690-6797.
Every first Friday: exposition at
noon, end with benediction 9 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Call 303-528-0758.
Every first Friday: 8 a.m.-noon
Weekly Adoration: Queen of
Vietnamese Martyrs, 4655 Harlan St.,
Wheat Ridge. Call 303-431-0832.
Thursdays: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Fridays: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Padre Pio Prayer Group: St. Patrick’s
Old Mission Church, 3325 Pecos St.
Confessions, rosary, Mass and benediction. Contact Mary 303-364-0871.
Every first Saturday: begins with
confessions 9:30 a.m.
Mass: in celebration of the 100th anniversary of St. Francis de Sales Parish.
Reception to follow the Mass. 301 S.
Sherman St.
Feb. 5: 10:30 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Denver Chesterton Society: meets at
St. Mary’s Church, 2290 S. Clayton St.
Call Sue, 720-482-9594.
Every third Monday: 7-9 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner: Shrine of St. Anne,
McCormick Parish Center, 7555 Grant
Place, Arvada. Adults: $6.50.
Children 10 and under: $3.00.
Feb. 12: Noon-6 p.m.
Northern Denver Area Council of
Catholic Women Meeting: St. John the
Baptist, 323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Contact Sue Tornow with reservations,
303-772-2689.
Feb. 14: 9:30 a.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Catholic Book Club: discussion of
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, by Anne
Rice. JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.
For more information contact Michael
Woodward, 303-715-3234.
Feb. 6: 7 p.m.
Abbey of St. Walburga Weekend Retreat: “Chants of Holy Week and Easter,” 32109 N. U.S. Highway 287, Virginia
Dale. Cost: $35. Call 970-472-0612 or
visit www.walburga.org.
Feb. 11
Marriage Prep: “Life Skills and Communication.” Meets the Archdiocese’s
requirements. Sacred Heart of Mary,
6739 S. Boulder Road, Boulder. Call
303-494-7572.
Feb. 10 - 11

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Retreat for Couples: “Growing
Together in Christ.” Hosted by Curtis
and Michaelann Martin. Cost: $59 per
couple. Includes breakfast and lunch.
Our Lady or Loreto, 18000 E.
Arapahoe Rd., Foxfield. Call 303-7456157.
Feb. 18: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Living the Catholic Faith Conference:
Adam’s Mark Hotel, 1550 Court Place
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Denver. A wonderful opportunity to
renew your Catholic faith. Call 303715-3260.
March 17 -18
Lenten Icon Workshop: Good
Shepherd Parish, 2626 E. 7th Ave.
Parkway. Workshop serves as beginning for future workshops. No previous experience in painting or icon
writing is required. Tuition includes
all materials. Cost: $550. Deposit:
$100. Call the Archdiocesan Office of
Liturgy, 303-715-3156.
March 20-25

ENTERTAINMENT
St. Valentine’s Dance: St. Mary
Catholic Parish, 6853 S. Prince St.,
Littleton. Appetizer and beverages included. Live music performed by The
Hot Tomatoes. Cost: $20 in advance,
$25 at the door.
Feb. 10: 8 p.m.
The Passion of St. Bernadette: a national premiere of a film by French director Jean Delannoy. St. Martin de
Porres Parish, 3300 Table Mesa Dr.,
Boulder. Call 303-499-7744.
Feb. 11: 7 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES AND TOURS
Holy Week and Easter Pilgrimage:
Experience Malta, where St. Paul was
shipwrecked for three months. Group
is limited to 16. Call Father Gabriel
Weber at 303-455-0447.
April 6-18, 2006
Italy and Switzerland: Join the Travel
Club from St. Frances Cabrini parish
as they travel to Rome, Milan and
Switzerland. Please contact Betty at
303-610-3522.
September 2006
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: sponsored by the Catholic Biblical School.
The group will be led by Tim Gray, director of the Biblical School, and
Father Humberto Marquez. Call Ben
Lager, 303-715-3149, or visit www.pilgrimages.com/cbs.
Pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey:
Father David Bluejacket of St. Mary in

Littleton leads the journey that will
follow the footsteps of St. Paul. Call
Tom, 720-283-4733.
September 2006
Pentecost Pilgrimage: members of
the Christian Life Movement have organized a pilgrimage to Rome and
northern Italy to celebrate the solemnity of Pentecost with Pope Benedict
XVI. Call 303-629-5100 for more information or visit www.pentecost2006.com.

SINGLES
National Singles Conference: Join
over 500 singles for the second annual Catholic Singles Conference.
Speaker will include Matthew Kelly,
Dave Sloan, Father Thomas Loya and
Mary Beth Bonacci. Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., and
Bishop Michael Sheridan will celebrate
Mass for the conference on Sat. and
Sun., respectively. For more information and to register, visit www.theologyofthebody.net and click on
“Events.”
Feb. 10-12, 2006
CLAY Young Adult Group: Monthly social. Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St. Call 303875-1034 for more information.
Feb. 12: after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

YOUTH
The Life of Mary and the Theology of
the Body: a workshop for middle
school and high school boys and girls,
ages 12 and up. Prayer and study
through the use of the Catechism of
the Catholic Church. St. Thomas More,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. Call
Lisa, 303-660-6343.
Every Thursday: 3:30-5:00 p.m.

VOLUNTEERING
Sacred Heart House of Denver: selfsufficiency program for homeless
women and women with children needs
volunteers. Commitment is for one 4hour shift each month or childcare
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Call Joline 303-2966686.
Volunteer Mentors and Tutors Needed:
Catholic Charities needs daytime volunteers for its Denver area child care
centers. Call Stephanie 303-308-1420,
Ext. 123.
Volunteer Opportunities Available at
St. Joseph Hospital: 1835 Franklin St.
Call 303-837-7043, visit www.sjhfdenver.org.
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Encyclical
From Page 6

The solution is to rediscover a
balance between the ecstasy of
eros and the unselfish love of
agape, he said.
The key to regaining this balance, he said, lies in a personal relationship with God and an understanding of the sacrificial love of
Jesus Christ. He said Christ gives
the ultimate lesson in “love of
neighbor,” which means: “I love
even the person whom I do not
like or even know.”
The pope said there was an essential interplay between love of
God and love of neighbor.
“If I have no contact whatsoever
with God in my life, then I cannot
see in the other anything more
than the other, and I am incapable
of seeing in him the image of God,”
he said.
“But if in my life I fail completely to heed others, solely out of a desire to be ‘devout’ and to perform
my ‘religious duties,’ then my relationship with God will also grow
arid,” he said.
The second half of the encyclical

makes two main points:
— As a community, the Church
must practice love through works
of charity and attend to people’s
sufferings and needs, including
material needs.
— The Church’s action stems
from its spiritual mission and must
never be undertaken as part of a
political or ideological agenda.
The pope said there was a connection between the commitment
to justice and the ministry of charity, but also important distinctions.
Building a just social and civil
order is an essential political task
to which the Church contributes
through its social doctrine, but it
“cannot be the Church’s immediate responsibility,” he said.
“A just society must be the
achievement of politics, not of the
Church,” he added.
“The Church cannot and must
not take upon herself the political
battle to bring about the most just
society possible. She cannot and
must not replace the state,” the
pope said.
“Yet at the same time she cannot
and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice,” he
said. The Church’s role is to make
the rational arguments for justice

and awaken the spiritual energy
needed for the sacrifices that justice requires, he said.
“Christian charitable activity
must be independent of parties
and ideologies. It is not a means of
changing the world ideologically,
and it is not at the service of worldly stratagems, but it is a way of
making present here and now the
love which man always needs,” he
said.
The pope examined and rejected the Marxist arguments that the
poor “do not need charity but justice,” and that charity is merely a
means of preserving a status quo
of economic injustice. He said the
Church must help the needy wherever they are found, and he cited
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta
as an example of love in action.
“One does not make the world
more human by refusing to act humanely here and now,” he said.
And charity will always be necessary, even in the most just society,
he said.
In any case, he said, it is an illusion to think that the state can provide for all needs and fully resolve
every problem.
“We do not need a state which
regulates and controls everything,”

ENDOW

but a state that supports initiatives
arising from different social forces,
he said. The Church is one of those
forces, he said.
The pope said that those working for Catholic charitable organizations need to be witnesses of the
faith as well as professionally competent in humanitarian affairs.
The Church’s charitable activities, he said, should not be seen as
opportunities for proselytism, in
the sense of imposing the Church’s
faith on others.
“But this does not mean that
charitable activity must somehow
leave God and Christ aside,” he
said. Without proposing specific
guidelines, he added: “A Christian
knows when it is time to speak of
God and when it is better to say
nothing and to let love speak
alone.”
The pope said that prayer
should not be forgotten as the
Church tries to alleviate the immense needs around the world.
“People who pray are not wasting their time, even though the situation appears desperate and
seems to call for action alone. Piety
does not undermine the struggle
against the poverty of our neighbors, however extreme,” he said.

From Page 9

about the value of women,” she
said, noting that society’s messages about the need to compete
with and be like men devalue
women’s unique gifts.
“In ENDOW the message is that
we have a beautiful place in God’s
plan with our own special gifts,”
she said. “Pope John Paul II’s
teaching on the ‘feminine genius’
is a whole new way of looking at
women. … I think it’s going to be a
powerful movement.”
Deb Holiday, 41, co-facilitator of
an ENDOW group with fellow
Loreto parishioner Joanie Todd,
who hosted the event, said she is
excited by the Church’s teaching,
which enables women to reclaim
their femininity.
“It helps your perspective about
yourself,” she said. While some see
the Church as oppressing women,
the truth is actually the opposite, it
holds them in the highest regard,
said Holiday.
“Our femininity is a gift to the
world,” she said. “We should embrace it and our unique role as lifegivers.”
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HELP
WANTED

Lakewood law firm
is looking for
Part Time receptionist/file clerk.
Fax resume to
303-295-8989
or e-mail
linda@christopherfelton.com

Director of Maintenance Position
Immediate opening for a full-time Director of Maintenance at
Our Lady of Fatima Parish in Lakewood. Responsibilities include the
upkeep of parish buildings and grounds, overseeing Capital Campaign
construction and building renovations, coordination of outside
contractors for inspections and repairs, ability to conduct routine
maintenance and repairs of mechanical systems and equipment and train
and supervise maintenance and custodial personnel.
Please e-mail resume to:
parishoffice@fatimalakewood.com or fax to 303-237-6097.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
St. John the Evangelist is seeking a part-time Director of Music.
The DM shall plan, coordinate, oversee and direct the liturgical music at
all parish Masses and celebrations (except for the Life Teen Masses)
including holydays, weddings, and funerals.
Qualifications: Bachelor level music degree or equivalent required.
Demonstrated working knowledge of Catholic liturgical required.
Please send resume to: Fr. Joseph Hartmann,
1515 Hilltop Drive, Loveland, CO 80637
Arvada family
seeks F/T nanny for
3 children M-F 8-5.
Experience and
references required.
Start mid Feb.
Call 303-238-6540

CATHOLIC WORKER
USED FURNITURE STORE
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS OF:
• USABLE FURNITURE • DISHES •
• LINENS • CLOTHES •

FREE

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Classics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

PICK-UP SERVICE

800-511-4409

303-296-4973

United Children’s Fund, Inc.

Volunteers Needed Please Call

SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on
your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE money!
Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To get your
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline

1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111
This is a no-obligation community service.

Help Wanted
Fundraisers Needed
DIRECTOR OF LITURGY
P/T $6.00 an hour
St. James Catholic
AND
MUSIC MINISTRIES
plus incentives.
School is in need of Computer knowledge
Parish of 1800 households is seeking a fullhelpful.
time Director of Liturgy and Music Ministries.
a P/T custodian for
Apply at: Association for
Responsibilities include planning and
@25 hrs per week.
Senior Citizens
coordinating
parish liturgies and ritual
2839 W. 44th Ave. Denver,
Hours flexible.
celebrations; formation and coordination of all
CO 80211 or call
Please call
Janette 303-455-9635
liturgical ministries; recruitment, coordination
303-333-8275.
from 8:30-3:00.
and scheduling of music ministers.

NOW HIRING
The Verandas Asst’d Living

Crypt for sale.
St Anthony
Mausoleum.
in Wheatridge is looking for PCA’s.
Level C. Lake
Must be able to speak and write English.
View. Mt. Olivet
QMAP Preferred. Great Pay!
Also, Nurse/Administrator 3-5 years Exp. Cemetery. $4500
or best offer.
Preferred. Call Katie 303-660-1494 or
1-970-249-6648
720-490-6969.

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS &
REFINANCERS BEWARE!
FREE MONEY! Secrets
Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!

www.unchildren.org

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

Qualifications: requires a degree in theology,
liturgy or related field and musical training
and/or ability to work collaboratively.
Start date: July 1, 2006.
Application deadline: March 7, 2006.
Send resume and references to:
Director of Liturgy and Music Ministries
Search Committee,
Immaculate Heart of Mary Cahholic Church,
790 26 1/2 Road, Grand Junction, CO 81506
or e-mail to mnovotny@ihmgjt.org.

Christopher C. Felton, P.C.
Attorney at Law

(303) 295-8988
Criminal Defense • Family Law
Personal Injury • Worker’s Compensation
Real Estate-Construction Law
Civil Litigation
y
e
Serving the Denver Community Since 1988

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

l 15

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l FEBRUARY 1, 2006

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage

Williams & Sons
Electric

Sales & Service
Since 1994

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

SKUL PLUMBING

• Owner Operated
• Repair/Remodel
Add’l Circuits,
Lighting,
• Licensed/Insured
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
• Senior Discount
TUBS, Room Additions
Door Company Service
Upgrades a Specialty • Over 25 Yrs.
Free Estimates
Combined Exp.
303-989-6040 303-762-9484
• Visa - Mastercard

303-422-2097

Now! Order service online at www.braconier.com

Call: Jack

40 yrs. experience

Quality Work

•BASEMENTS
•ROOM ADDITIONS
•KITCHENS •BATHROOMS

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

(303) 937-8854

Tile/Grout

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. or Veteran Discount
Professional Results.
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown
720-560-3192

Res. & Comm. Wiring

Quick, prompt, professional electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
at cost) Free quotes.

HANDYMAN
Minor
Remodeling

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

CJ Roofing Company

Handy Home Matters
Drywall repair.
Small Electrical/Plumbing.
Carpentr y, Framing/Trim
Interior/Exterior
FREE ESTIMATES
Senior Discount
Paul 720-280-0862

www.cjroofing.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts

303-394-2802

303-292-9393

720-201-0997
Don’t Sweat the Small
Stuff . . . That’s Our Job!

FREE ESTIMATES

Denis
& Rita

One-time/weekly/monthly

Cleaning Services

We supply everything.
apartments, homes, offices
Move ins/outs, Metro area

Family business since 1997

References Available
HOME CARE 303-507-4094
& CLEANING
Insured • Bonded

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Bonded & Insured

Call for free estimates

303.956.7076
303.400.8422

Risen Christ Parishioners

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Manuel Reeves

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext

PAINTING

Bonded & Insured

Where your business
is always appreciated!

FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office
Free Estimates

UPHOLSTERY
NO LABOR
CHARGE
Specials
All you pay for
Is Fabric and Supplies
100’s of samples
Senior Discounts

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products
Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters, Siding
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

Problems

60 Years • Family Owned
MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,

REMODELERS SUPPLY

PAINTING

Open at 6:30 am for your convenience

Remodeling

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

CALL NOW!

24 Hour Service
Phone:303-777-3037

•MECHANICAL
CONTRACTING
•TENANT FINISH
•FULL SERVICE
PLUMBING,
HEATING,
AIR CONDITIONING
& REFRIGERATION
FAX: 303-744-3155

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
WINTER DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE
November-March
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

DOOR AND TRIM SPECIALISTS

An INTERIOR MAKEOVER will add VALUE to your home in one fast, easy
step! We specialize in replacing old, flat panel or hollow core doors
(swing, fire, closet, pantry, etc.) with beautiful designer, raised panel
doors. Call now for special pricing - $129/door, installed.
Recently featured on “Extreme Makeover - Homeowners Edition”,
our products carry the “Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval”
and our work is guaranteed.
Interior Door Replacement Specialists
720-570-4400 - call to schedule a free estimate
or visit our showroom at 1145 W. Custer in Denver!

J&G
Upholstery
formerly Custom Design &
Colorado School Upholstery

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery

P.U & Del. Available

720-366-5564

720-290-3502

Juaquin & Gil Garcia

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
IS BOOMING!
We provide all you need to own
your own successful business:
Guaranteed Customers
Training & Support
Financing for as low as $950 Down

Call TODAY:
720-962-9060
www.jan-prodenver.com

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

In Thanksgiving to
Sacred Heart of Jesus
& Mary, St. Joseph
St. Anthony of Pauda
St Dymphna Devotion
St. Jude, St. Barbara
St. Aphonsus for
prayers answered.
B.M.C.

Thank You
St. Jude
for prayers
answered.
H.M.M.

PRAYER TO
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

A most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruit vine, splendorous of
heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. A star of the Sea, help me and show me herein
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and earth, I humbly beseech you from bottom of my heart to succor
me in my necessity. There are none that can withstand your power.
Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh, Mary conceived without sin, pray for us Who have recourse to thee. Holy Mary I place
this cause in your hands. Holy Mary I place this cause in your
hands. Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands.
Thank you for your mercy towards me and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer 3 consecutive days and publicize. S.G.G.
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