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SEVERAL HUNDRED ACTIVISTS of all ages turned out
Jan. 21 for the 2005 Colorado Right to Life rally at the
State Capitol to listen to Columbine parent Brian
Rohrbough speak out in defense of human life the day
before the 33rd anniversary of Roe v. Wade. The rally
followed the annual Respect Life Mass at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception.
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AS BISHOP R. WALKER NICKLESS takes a seat in the bishop's chair with staff in hand, a beaming Denver
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., left, vigorously applauds along with Archbishop Jerome Hanus of Dubuque,
Iowa, at right, and the other prelates in attendance. Read “Beloved Denver priest installed” on Page 11.
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A look at language —
and marriage
The Christian case for marriage is one
of liberation and real human dignity
How we frame our thinking about a question helps to shape
the answer we arrive at. The language of a discussion is a crucial part of the discussion itself. If we don’t examine and challenge the vocabulary of a debate, we can count on losing it.
I remembered this recently while reading a local news headline that said, “Proposals target gay rights.” The story dealt with
this year’s simultaneous efforts to define marriage in our state
constitution, and to establish the legal status of “domestic partnerships.”
The headline was interesting. Before the first word of the first
paragraph, it encouraged readers to think about the story’s content in a specific way. A story about, “Family activists voice
concern,” might have led readers to view much the same information very differently.
We need to approach these issues with three simple principles.
First, the nature of marriage is a matter of common sense and
long tradition, rooted in practical experience. It’s not simply a
“religious” issue. Marriage as a lifelong relationship between
one man and one woman exists for the benefit of children and
the protection of women. Society depends on children and the
way we form their lives. Emotional fulfillment is an important
factor in good marriages, but that’s not the main purpose of the
relationship. Marriage exists to create a supportive environment for the rearing of children and the protection of women as
they mother — whether people are “religious” or not. The fact
that marriages frequently fail does not change the purpose of
marriage. Rather, it proves that we too often do a poor job of
preparing people for what marriage really entails and supporting them in the demands of mature married life.
Second, if we’re serious about our faith — if Jesus Christ really
is the “way, the truth and the life,” and the organizing principle
for our lives — we need to carry our convictions into our public
policy thinking. They are not just our private preferences. We
should never apologize for this. If we don’t live what we believe,
then what we claim to believe is empty piety. Catholics can
compromise about many issues in daily political life. But we
can never barter away the nature and sanctity of the human
person or those institutions that nurture, form and support the
human person.
The Christian case for marriage and the family is a message
of liberation and real human dignity. It is not “against” anyone.
It is for the happiness of human society. Any effort to reframe
and misrepresent that truth needs to be vigorously challenged.
We need to govern our actions toward all people with the
virtues of justice, charity, mercy, wisdom and prudence. But
“tolerance,” if it leads us to live a lie or compromise away the
truth about human relationships, is not a virtue. It is the opposite.
Third, all persons were created by a loving God and deserve
the protection of the law. Society’s legitimate, preferential treatment of marriage should never become an excuse for prejudice.
Extending legal and financial benefits to persons in different
kinds of non-marital relationships can make sense, depending
on the circumstances. But we need to proceed with clear
thought regarding the consequences. It does little good to enshrine marriage in the Colorado state constitution, on the one
hand, while we legally recognize other unions that compete
with it for equality.
“Marriage” as a word has meaning because of its foundational role in our understanding of family and society. It’s much
more than just another voluntary emotional relationship. If we
remove, or even indirectly compromise, the central role and
preferential treatment of marriage in our culture, we undermine both our families and the long-term health of our society.

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN

Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., congratulates this year's Pro-Vitae winners during the annual
Respect Life Mass in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Jan. 21. From left, Terrence and
Susan Selner Wright, Claudia and Charlie and Miller, and Bill and Debby Janicki.

Annual Respect Life Mass attracts hundreds
BY JOHN GLEASON

With a procession of parish banners from across the Denver
Archdiocese, an honor guard by
the Knights of Columbus and an
altar filled with flowers in honor of
Mary, the annual Respect Life
Mass was held on Jan. 21 at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception with Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., as
celebrant.
The Mass was held to coincide
with the next day’s 33rd anniversary of Roe v. Wade, but as Father
Andreas Hoeck pointed out, the
people didn’t gather to talk politics.
“Rather,” he said, “we’re here to
come and seek light, strength and
comfort in our faith.”
At the conclusion of Mass,
Archbishop Chaput presented the
2006 Pro-Vitae awards, given this
year to Catholic parents for their
commitment to supporting a culture of life in Denver. Recipients
this year were Claudia and Charlie
Miller of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish, Susan Selner-Wright and
Terrence Wright, both associate
professors of philosophy at St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary; and Debby and Bill
Janicki. Bill Janicki is director of the
archdiocesan Catechetical School.
The couples are all parents of special needs children.
The purpose of the awards is to
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THE ARCHBISHOP shakes the hand of Respect Life Essay winner
Emily Wheeler of St. Thomas More School. Standing behind her from
the left are winners: Rose Sullivan of St. Vincent de Paul School,
Jordan Hagen of All Souls School, Paul Martinez of St. Louis School
and Elizabeth Miller of Nativity of Our Lord School.
commend the recipients for the accept it for all of those people
way they have respected the beau- who raise special needs children.”
Also on hand were the junior
ty and sanctity of life, said Mimi
Eckstein, director of the archdioce- high school winners of the Respect
san Respect Life Office. Bill Janicki Life Essay Contest where students
said that even though this award were asked to reflect on the concoincides with a tragic anniversary, cept of human dignity by specifihis faith in God helps him remain cally describing their own experiences. The five winning entrees
upbeat.
“Being a recipient is sort of were selected from hundreds substrange,” he said, “getting an award mitted to the contest.
This year’s five winners were:
for being a parent, but I know in
our household and for people who Rose Sullivan, seventh-grader at St.
have children with special needs Vincent de Paul School; Jordan
we do what we do as parents. It’s Hagen, eighth-grader at All Souls
very humbling to be recognized; to
See Mass, Page 18

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 26: Presbyteral Council meetings, Bonfils Hall (1 p.m.)
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Faith-based community looks for mentors
BY JOHN GLEASON

Mention the word “homeless”
and several images come to mind.
The person standing on the corner
holding a cardboard sign or the
couple slowly pushing a grocery
cart down the street filled to the
top with bags of belongings. But
the plight of the homeless is unknown to many who don’t have
first-hand knowledge of the seriousness of the issue.
On Jan. 10, members of the
Archdiocese of Denver, along with
other religious leaders, took part in
unveiling the start of Mayor John
Hickenlooper’s plan to end homelessness in the metro area, the
Family and Senior Homeless
Initiative: One Congregation, One
Family.
Commenting about the plan,
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
O.F.M. Cap., said, “Catholics and
other local faith communities
have been active in addressing
homelessness for a long time.
What Mayor Hickenlooper has
done, to his credit, is create a way
for those faith communities to
work together.”
The program, in which volunteers from congregations adopt
and mentor homeless families, has

been in place since July. Since that
time, 55 families have been paired
up with mentor teams to help
them break out of the homeless
cycle. The mentors raise $1,200,
which is to be used for a first
month rent plus deposit. The
group then works with the family a
half-dozen times over the next six
months to help the family get back
on its feet.
The program, according to Deb
Ortega, executive director of the
Mayors Commission to End
Homelessness, is based on one administered by the Denver Rescue
Mission which has enjoyed an 80
percent success rate. The success
rate for those without mentors is
closer to 30 percent.
“The congregation volunteers
work closely with the family they
adopt,” Ortega said, “to make sure
they continue to work or have
some steady source of income so
that there isn’t an on-going dependency.”
A mentor training program is offered by the Denver Rescue
Mission and, over time, would
allow parishes to mentor as many
families as possible.
Father John Lager, director of
Catholic Charities’ Samaritan

House, applauded the program
and said Samaritan House is a key
player. Last year, the shelter provided emergency housing to more
than 1,100 families.
“Right now, we have 21 families
here, another eight at the Father
Ed Judy House,” he said. “Our
hope is that each congregation will
be committed and be willing to
put together a team that would
want to do their part.”
In addition to its two shelters in
the metro area, Catholic Charities
has expanded its transitional
housing program, according to
president and CEO Jim Mauck.
“We’re now up to a hundred
units which work for us in two
ways,” he said. “We can immediately intercede when someone becomes homeless and get them into
a house then continue with followup services.”
The mayor’s plan contains several core goals. In addition to the
permanent and transitional housing, there are plans for additional
services once the family is resettled, an outreach program and education, training and employment
to assure that the family doesn’t fall
back into the cycle.
Don Reeverts of the Denver

Katrina is gone, but donations continue
BY JOHN GLEASON

Since Hurricane Katrina ravaged
the Gulf Coast last year, aid and relief have poured into the area from
all over the nation. And even
though coverage of the disaster
may have lessened considerably
from those first awful days, the
generosity of people wanting to
help continues. Nowhere is that
more true than here in Colorado.
To date, more than $1 million
has been collected at the parish
level across the Archdiocese of
Denver to aid hurricane victims.
That amount is in addition to individual parish efforts to help in the
relief such as adopting Gulf Coast
parishes, temporarily relocating

students to attend school here in
Colorado and collection of food,
clothes and household items for
people who lost everything in the
storm.
“Collections began almost as
soon as the hurricane was ending,”
said Al Hooper, director of
Archdiocesan Social Ministry.
“Since September there have been
special collections taken up. We
then have been remitting all the
funds to Catholic Charities USA.”
In the national office of Catholic
Charities in Alexandria, Va.,
Manager of Media Relations Shelly
Borysiewicz praised the efforts of
the Colorado parishes.
“People have been incredibly
generous,” she said. “We’ve col-

lected more money then what we
took in following 9/11.”
Borysiewicz said it’s significant
that people continue to donate
long after the event.
“Everyone sees the emergency
response,” she said, “what goes on
in the days immediately following
the hurricane. But many of these
people will need assistance for
months as they rebuild their lives.
We want them to know that
Catholic Charities is in it for the
long haul. It’s great to see the generosity continue.”
As far as distributing the money
collected, Catholic Charities agencies apply to the national office for
grants to be used in relief effort.
Here in Colorado, one of the first

TO BE A MENTOR
Call 303-313-2440. Ask for the
congregation coordinator.

Leadership Foundation, who
helped bring together members of
the faith community to participate
in this program, said one can no
longer think of the faith- based
community as a small group that
has nothing to do with city issues.
“In reality, there are thousands
of houses of worship in the city,”
he said, “and that can translate
into a million people involved in
the faith-based community.” That
adds up to a lot of potential mentors.
Mentors can be made up of volunteers from a parish or a service
group. Ortega emphasized that if
raising money is a problem, her office still wants to identify the volunteers.
“We don’t want money to hold
people back,” she said. “If a parish
has a group who wants to volunteer, but can’t raise all the money,
we’ll try to match them up with a
congregation who wants to mentor more than one family.”
For any person or group who is
interested in participating in the
mentor program, call 303-3132440.
things done was set up relocation
centers for people who had no
home to go back to. Jim Mauck,
president and CEO for Catholic
Charities Denver, said that even
though those centers are gone, aid
to victims continues.
“Right off the bat, we received a
grant from Catholic Charities USA
which allowed us to enter into a
housing program with the state of
Colorado,” Mauck said. “As a result, we were part of a relocation of
960 families to Colorado of which
700 were in the metro area.”
Mauck went on to say that two
more grants have been obtained
from the national office which, in
addition to a grant from the
Archdiocese of Denver, will allow
Catholic Charities to cover staff
costs for two more years to do follow up.

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF NOSTRA AETATE

Catholic-Jewish communities to explore interreligious relationships at Feb. 8 program
BY ROXANNE KING

To commemorate the 40th anniversary of “Nostra Aetate,” the
Second Vatican Council’s momentous declaration on the relationship of the Church to nonChristian religions, the Catholic
and Jewish communities are
cosponsoring a presentation on
the document.
“‘Nostra Aetate’: Retrospective
and Prospective” will discuss the
document’s impact on CatholicJewish relations and its implications for the future. Set 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Feb. 8 at Temple Sinai, 3509
Glencoe St. in Denver, the event is
a collaborative effort of the Denver
Archdiocese, the American Jewish
Committee and Temple Sinai.
Speakers will include Francis X.

Maier, chancellor and interreligious officer for the Denver
Archdiocese, and David Elcott, the
AJC’s national director of interreligious affairs.
“Nostra Aetate” said the Catholic
Church rejects nothing that is true
and holy in non-Christian religions and called for an end to antiSemitism. The document radically
transformed Catholic-Jewish relations.
“It models for the world how
Catholics and Jews can transcend
their history and affirm what is
good and righteous about the
other rather than engage in conflict,” Elcott told the Register from
his Washington, D.C., office.
That the document came from
within the Church itself as a result

of internal dialogue was remarkable, noted Elcott, who has a doctorate in political psychology and
Middle East studies. The authorlecturer added that the late Pope
John Paul II was instrumental in
personalizing “Nostra Aetate.”
“In him we saw a real life encounter: in his actions going to
synagogue, going to the Western
Wall, going to Auschwitz. In modeling that kind of encounter,
‘Nostra Aetate’ has been transformed into true relationship
rather than simply a theological
statement,” he said.
Today, Catholic-Jewish relations
are among the closest that can be
found in two religious communities, asserted Elcott. Regrettably,
after many years in which faith

communities worldwide seemed
to be moving toward reconciliation, he added, religious conflict is
now on the rise.
“There are great pressures within the religious communities to be
radical fundamentalists and to
deny God’s love of anyone other
than ourselves,” Elcott said. “So
the message of ‘Nostra Aetate’ and
of John Paul II, and now Pope
Benedict as well, the message is to
deepen our understanding of
God’s love and of multiple
covenants — and that will be the
next phase of the unfolding of the
Catholic-Jewish relationship.”
The program is free. R.S.V.P. by
Feb. 3 to the American Jewish
Committee at 303-320-1742. Email: Colorado@ajc.org.

Feeding souls through
ministry led graphic
artist to seminary
The Denver Catholic Register
continues its ongoing series of
profiles on the men attending the
two seminaries of the Denver
Archdiocese: St. John Vianney
Theological
Seminary
and
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary.

Name/Age: Randy Dollins, 29
From: Aurora
Education/Degree: B.A. Philosophy
Seminary: St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
Why the priesthood?
I truly feel that God is calling me
to serve his Church as a priest. I
have always had great admiration
for priests and my parents always
held the priesthood as an option I
could choose.
What led you to enter the seminary?
When I was 21 I was working as
a graphic artist and I was volunteering at my parish with youth
ministry. Slowly I came to realize
that work was just paying the bills,
but ministry was feeding my soul.
It was only a matter of time before
I entered the seminary.
What have been your impressions so far?
I am in my seventh year at St.
John Vianney and I am really enjoying my formation. The program is difficult, but it is worth it.
I have grown tremendously in the
areas of spirituality and academics. Also, my pastoral ministry
skills have increased.

Lecture to focus on
Nostra Aetate
The 2005-06 Lecture Series
continues on Jan. 26 as Father
Dennis McManus delivers a talk
on “Nostra Aetate at 40: Issues in
the Catholic Dialogue with Jews
and Muslims.” Father McManus
is director of the Intercultural
Forum for Studies in Faith and
Culture at the Pope John Paul II
Cultural Center in Washington,
D.C., and is also a professor of theology and medieval Latin literature at Georgetown University. He
was formerly the associate director of the Secretariat for the
Liturgy for the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. The free lecture
will begin at 7 p.m. in Bonfils Hall
on the John Paul II Center campus, 1300 S. Steele St. in Denver. A
question and discussion period
will follow.
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GUEST COLUMN
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Nothing ordinary
about this time
The late Dorothy Sayers, author of the Lord Peter Wimsey detective stories, was a gifted amateur theologian, as the notes she
wrote to her translation of Dante’s “Divine Comedy” readily attest.
Her skills as a writer and a theologian met in a talent for apologetics, of which this bracing piece is a prime example:
“The Christian faith is the most exciting drama that ever staggered the imagination of man — and the dogma is the drama.
That drama is summarized quite clearly in the creeds of the
Church...The plot pivots upon a single character, and the whole
action is the answer to a central problem: ‘What think ye of
Christ?’...
“The Church’s answer is categorical and uncompromising and it
is this: That Jesus Bar-Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth, was in
fact...the God ‘by whom all things were made.’ His body and brain
were those of a common man; his personality was the personality
of God, so far as that personality could be expressed in human
terms. He was not a kind of demon pretending to be human; he
was in every respect a genuine living man. He was not merely a
man so good as to be ‘like God’ — he was God...
“If this is dull, then what, in heaven’s name, is worthy to be
called exciting? The people who hanged Christ never, to do them
justice, accused him of being a bore — on the contrary, they
thought him too dynamic to be safe. It has been left for later generations to muffle up that shattering personality and surround him
with an atmosphere of tedium. We have very efficiently pared the
claws of the Lion of Judah, certified him ‘meek and mild,’ and recommend him as a fitting household pet for pale curates and pious
old ladies. To those who knew him, however, he in no way suggests
a milk-and-water person; they objected to him as a dangerous firebrand. True, he was tender to the unfortunate, patient with honest
inquirers, and humble before heaven; but he insulted respectable
clergymen by calling them hypocrites. He referred to King Herod
as ‘that fox’; he went to parties in disreputable company and was
looked upon as a ‘gluttonous man and winebibber, a friend of
publicans and sinners’; he assaulted indignant tradesmen and
threw them and their belongings out of the Temple; he cured diseases by any means that came handy, with a shocking casualness
in the matter of other people’s pigs and property; he showed no
proper deference for wealth or social position; when confronted
with neat dialectical traps, he displayed a paradoxical humor that
affronted serious-minded people, and he retorted by asking disagreeably searching questions that could not be answered by rule
of thumb. He was emphatically not a dull man in his human lifetime, and if he was God, there can be nothing dull about God, either...
“‘And the third day he rose again.’ What are we to make of this?
One thing is certain: if he were God and nothing else, his immortality means nothing to us; if he was man and no more, his death
is no more important than yours or mine. But if he really was both
God and man, then when the man Jesus died, God died too; and
when the God Jesus arose, man rose too, for they were one and the
same person...There is the essential doctrine, of which the whole
elaborate structure of Christian faith and morals is only the logical
consequence. Now we may call that doctrine exhilarating, or we
may call it devastating; we may call it revelation, or we may call it
rubbish; but if we call it dull, then words have no meaning at all.”
According to Vatican II’s constitution on the liturgy, this is the
drama we celebrate every Sunday. So what are we doing now in
“ordinary time”? There is nothing “ordinary” about redeemed time
— which, in the Church’s liturgical year, once pivoted around the
great feasts of Christmas, the Epiphany, Easter, and Pentecost.
Now, we’re told that the time after Epiphany and Pentecost is “ordinary.”
No, it isn’t. And it shouldn’t be called that, either.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

A reflection on ‘Dignitas Connubii ‘
BY VERY REV. JAMES S.
MORENO, J.C.D.

Today, Jan. 25, the feast of the
Conversion of St. Paul, marks the
first-year anniversary of the
Vatican instruction “Dignitas
Connubii” (The Dignity of
Marriage). The instruction was released to the media at a news conference in Rome on Feb. 8, 2005, by
Cardinal Julian Herranz, president
of the Pontifical Council for
Legislative Texts, which was primarily responsible for its preparation.
In the Latin and English version,
the 226-page “Dignitas Connubii”
is organized into 308 articles in 15
chapters. The document was in
very capable hands for a period of
almost 10 years by experts from
the Roman Rota, the Apostolic
Signatura, the Pontifical Council
for the Interpretation of Legislative
Texts, the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, and the
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the
Sacraments.
Created for those who work in
ecclesiastical tribunals within the
Roman Catholic Church, “Dignitas
Connubii” is a sort of vademecum
(guide) to help tribunal officials
throughout the universal Church
to better handle their work in the
canonical process of matrimonial
nullity (marriage annulments).
Unlike the 1983 Code of Canon
Law in which the norms pertaining to matrimonial cases are disbursed throughout various sections, “Dignitas Connubii” presents in a unified manner all that

pertains to the instruction and
process of matrimonial nullity
cases.
“Dignitas Connubii” comes to
the ecclesiastical stage of tribunals
some 22 years following the promulgation of the 1983 Code of
Canon Law. Likewise, “Provida
Mater” provided a similar positive
experience following the promulgation of the 1917 Code of Canon
Law, almost 20 years later, in 1936.
Just as “Provida Mater” sought to
incorporate and integrate judicial
developments that had occurred
in the period immediately following the promulgation of the 1917
code, “Dignitas Connubii” seeks to
do the same for the 1983 code.
At the February 2005 press conference, His Eminence Cardinal
Herranz remarked: “With this document the Holy See intends once
again to exercise its universal mission regarding the administration
of justice throughout the Church:
in this case, concretely in the context of the Latin Church. Far from
diminishing the responsibility of
diocesan bishops for the individual tribunals dependent upon
them, it seeks with this mission to
strengthen and encourage them in
a positive way.”
Cardinal Herranz added that the
document does not limit itself to
repeating the text of the canons,
but “contains interpretations, clarifications on the provisions of law,
and further provisions on procedures for its implementation.”
Cardinal Herranz referred to
“Dignitas Connubii” as a “practical
document ... to use as a ready
guide for judges carrying out their

duties in canonical hearings on the
nullity of marriage.” In short, the
document is an instruction on
how to best apply the canons on
marriage
and
matrimonial
processes already cited in the 1983
Code of Canon Law. The instruction will touch the hands of some
800 diocesan or inter-diocesan tribunals of the Latin Church that
deal almost exclusively with cases
of matrimonial nullity.
As many of us are already aware,
the number of nullity cases has increased enormously in recent
decades, especially in our own
country. A lot of our young people
today are infected with what we in
tribunal practice call the “divorce
mentality.” Various canonists see
this as a result of the widespread
secularism that prevails within our
society.
Secularism gives way to an erroneous conception of marriage as
not being a permanent institution.
As a result, young couples often
enter marriage with the attitude
that “If things don’t go my way,
then it’s the highway — you go
your way and I go mine.”
Subsequently, many of our people
entering into marriage do not see
the matrimonial consent given on
their wedding day as a permanent
binding to a covenant of marriage
“until death do us part.” The focus
of the pre-nuptial preparation is to
help the parties embrace the fact
that the ultimate object of their
consent is the establishing of marriage as “a partnership of their
whole life.” Preparing ministers
should take great care to ensure
that the pre-nuptial period is used
to help the couple embrace and
understand the Church’s teaching
relative to this great sacrament and
the nature and indissolubility of
marriage.
That said, over the last few
decades a lot has been learned
about the psychology of the
human mind, which has led to the
realization that in specific cases

See Dignitas, Page 18

THE SAINTS:
ST. TIMOTHY
Timothy was born at
Lystra, Lycaenia. He
had a Greek father
and a Jewish mother.
Being born of a
mixed marriage, he
was considered illegitimate by the
Jews. His grandmother, Lois, was
first to become a Christian.
Timothy was a convert of St. Paul
around the year 47 A.D. He joined
St. Paul when Paul preached at
Lystra and became Paul’s close
friend and confidant and joined
him in his apostolic work.
Timothy was probably with Paul
when he was imprisoned in
Caesarea and Rome. According to
tradition, he went to Ephesus,
became its first bishop and was
stoned to death in the year 97,
when he opposed the pagan
festival of Katagogian. His feast is
Jan. 25.
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BRIEFS
Intelligent design not
science, says Vatican
newspaper article
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Intelligent design is not science
and should not be taught as a scientific theory in schools alongside Darwinian evolution, an article in the Vatican newspaper
said. The article said that in pushing intelligent design some
groups were improperly seeking
miraculous explanations in a way
that creates confusion between
religious and scientific fields. At
the same time, scientists should
recognize that evolutionary theory does not exclude an overall
purpose in creation — a “superior design” that may be realized
through secondary causes like
natural selection, it said. The article, published in the Jan. 17 edition of L’Osservatore Romano,
was written by Fiorenzo Facchini,
a professor of evolutionary biology at the University of Bologna in
Italy. The article noted that the
debate over intelligent design —
the idea that certain features of
life and the universe are best explained by an intelligent designer
rather than adaptive evolution —
has spread from the United States
to Europe. From the Church’s
point of view, Catholic teaching
says God created all things from
nothing, but doesn’t say how, the
article said. That leaves open the
possibilities of evolutionary
mechanisms like random mutation and natural selection.

Critics of ruling ask
Congress to block Oregon’s
assisted suicide law
WASHINGTON

(CNS)

—

Critics of Oregon’s assisted suicide law called for Congress to
step in and pass legislation making clear that it is not a legitimate
medical purpose to prescribe a
lethal dose of medicine. In a 6-3
ruling Jan. 17, the Supreme Court
found that the U.S. attorney general overstepped his authority
with an order calling for prosecution of physicians who prescribed lethal drugs under
Oregon’s Death with Dignity Act.
The ruling said the authority
under the Controlled Substances
Act claimed by the attorney general “is both beyond his expertise
and incongruous with the statutory purposes and design.” The
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, the National Right to
Life Committee and the Family
Research Council were among
opponents of assisted suicide
who called on members of
Congress to revise the Controlled
Substances Act to prohibit the
use of regulated drugs in statesanctioned assisted suicide. “In
no sense can assisting a suicide
be called a ‘legitimate medical
purpose’ for any drug,” said a
statement
from
Richard
Doerflinger, deputy director of
the USCCB’s Secretariat for ProLife Activities. “Congress now has
an obligation to reaffirm that
fact.”

Extension gives $5 million
to churches hit by
hurricanes
CHICAGO (CNS) — The
Catholic Church Extension
Society has announced $5 million in rebuilding grants to six
Gulf Coast dioceses that suffered
severe damage from hurricanes
Katrina and Rita last year. It said
the funds will be used to rebuild

and repair churches, chapels and
parish buildings in the dioceses
of Biloxi, Miss., and Beaumont,
Texas, and in four Louisiana dioceses: New Orleans, Lafayette,
Lake Charles and HoumaThibodaux. Extension, a centuryold Chicago-based funding
agency for U.S. home missions,
provided $460,000 in emergency
relief funds immediately after the
devastating storms hit the Gulf
Coast last August and September.
In addition, since September it
has coordinated a Parish
Partnership Program directly
pairing parishes across the country with Gulf Coast parishes as
they go through the years-long
process of rebuilding their
parishes, schools and communities. By the start of the new year,
more than 100 parishes had registered to participate in the program.

Jews, Christians called to
work together, pope tells
chief rabbi
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Christians and Jews, sharing
faith in the same God, are called
to work together for justice,
peace and the good of human
souls, Pope Benedict XVI told
Rabbi Riccardo Di Segni, the
chief rabbi of Rome. “The
Catholic Church is close to you
and is your friend,” the pope
told the rabbi Jan. 16 during a
meeting at the Vatican. Pope
Benedict said Christians believe

that, in Christ, they have become part of God’s chosen people, sharing the blessings and
the call to serve the Lord. “That
makes us Christians aware that,
together with you, we have the
responsibility to cooperate for
the good of all peoples in justice
and peace, in truth and freedom, in holiness and love,” the
pope said. Sharing a mission

with the Jewish people, he said,
Christians must fight “hatred
and misunderstanding, injustice and the violence which continues to sow concern in the
souls of men and women of
good will. In this context, how
can we not be saddened and
worried by the renewed signs of
anti-Semitism that are sometimes seen.”
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Frequently asked questions about the priesthood, ordination and the seminary
These FAQ’s are from the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
Secretariat for Vocations and
Priestly Formation. Visit their Web
site at www.usccb.org.
1.What is ordination?
Ordination is the sacramental
ceremony in which a man becomes a deacon, priest or bishop
and enabled to minister in
Christ’s name and that of the
Church. There are three ordinations in the sacrament of Holy
Orders: diaconate, priesthood
and episcopal. The ordination
ceremony includes various rituals, rich in meaning and history,
e.g., the prostration, laying on of
hands, anointing of hands, giving
of the chalice and paten, sign of
peace.
2. When does the ordination actually take place?
The essential rite of the sacrament, i.e., when it takes place, is
the laying on of hands and prayer
of consecration. This is an ancient
tradition in the Church, mentioned in the Bible.
3.Who can ordain priests?

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS and
the prayer of consecration are the
essential rites of the sacrament of
Holy Orders, when ordination
takes place. The laying on of
hands is an ancient tradition in
the Church, mentioned in the
Bible. Above: Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., lays hands on
Mario Ramirez-Gomez during an
ordination Mass Dec. 3, 2005, in
the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Denver.

Only a bishop can ordain a
priest because he shares in the
ministry of Jesus passed down
through the apostles.
4.What is the meaning of the laying on of hands?
By this ritual the ordaining bishop
and the other priests invoke the
Holy Spirit to come down upon
the one to be ordained, giving him
a sacred character and setting
him apart for the designated ministry.
5. Why does the ordinand lie
prostrate during the ordination?
It symbolizes his unworthiness
for the office to be assumed and
his dependence upon God and
the prayers of the Christian community.
6. What is the meaning of the
newly ordained priest receiving
the stole and chasuble?
These are vestments which pertain to his office and have symbolic meaning. The stole symbolizes
the authority and responsibility to
serve in imitation of Christ. It reflects the line from Scripture: “For
my yoke is easy and my burden
light” (Matt 11:30). The chasuble
is the principal garment of the
priest celebrating the Eucharist
and is the outermost vestment.

7. What does the anointing of the
hands signify?
Anointing with oil stems from
the Old Testament and indicates
that someone or something is
being set apart for a sacred task or
duty. The anointing of the hands
signifies that the hands of the
newly ordained priest are being
prepared for the sacred duties and
vessels which will be part of the
priestly ministry, for example, offering the bread and the wine,
anointing the sick and blessing
people. The bishop says as he
anoints the hands: “The Father
anointed our Lord Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy
Spirit. May Jesus preserve you to
sanctify the Christian people and
to offer sacrifice to God.”
8.Why does the ordaining bishop
hand the ordinand a chalice and
paten?
The Eucharist is at the heart of
the priesthood and this ritual
highlights the importance of celebrating the Eucharist in the life of
the priest and its meaning, as
seen in the words which are spoken by the bishop: “Accept from
the holy people of God the gifts to
be offered to him. Know what you
are doing, and imitate the mys-

tery you celebrate: model your life
on the mystery of the Lord’s
cross.”
9. How does one prepare for ordination to the priesthood?
A man has to engage in a challenging program of priestly formation which lasts from five to 13
years, depending upon his background and the seminary he attends. There are three levels of
seminary: high school, college or
pre-theology, and theology.
Seminaries address four types of
formation: human, spiritual, academic (intellectual), and pastoral.
In addition to the academic
course work, seminarians participate in a full schedule of spiritual
activities, e.g., daily Mass, Liturgy
of the Hours (Morning Prayer,
Evening Prayer), and spiritual direction and retreats. At each level
of seminary training, the seminarian prepares for future pastoral ministry in various settings,
such as schools, religious education programs, hospitals and
parishes. All of the formation
takes into consideration the
human person; human growth
and development is fostered by
community living, workshops
and other programs. The formation of future priests includes
practical learning, too, for example, preaching, saying Mass, and
pastoral counseling.
10. Do priests take vows?
Priests who belong to a religious order (e.g., Benedictine,
Dominicans, Franciscans, etc.)
take the vows of poverty, chastity,
and obedience. Diocesan priests
make two promises, celibacy and
obedience; these promises are
part of the ordination ceremony.
It is also expected that diocesan
priests will lead a life of simplicity
consonant with the people they
serve.

BRIEF
RAD pilgrimage day
for high school boys
The Archdiocesan Office of
Vocations is sponsoring a RAD
(Radical Awareness of Discipleship) Pilgrimage Day at Mother
Cabrini Shrine (in the foothills just
west of Golden) on Saturday, Feb. 4.
All high-school-age young men
who are thinking about a vocation
to the priesthood are welcome. If
you are having any thoughts whatsoever that God may be calling you,
come and join other young men
who are also experiencing these
same thoughts. It’s a great way to
make new friends. The day will
begin at 8:30 a.m. at the shrine and
will end about 2 p.m. Mass will be
celebrated, followed by presentations, lunch, Stations of the Cross
(weather permitting) and other activities as time permits. Parents are
also invited and are encouraged to
attend.
To register or for more information, call 303-282-3429 or e-mail:
vocation@archden.org. Website:
www.priest4christ.com.
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Vocations conference to spotlight Holy Orders, religious and married life
BY ROXANNE KING

A new vocation’s conference is
coming to Denver and it has some
unusual twists. Along with highlighting the priesthood and religious life, it will also talk about
marriage.
And in addition to featuring a
vocations fair and presentations
by some of the most dynamic
Catholic speakers around, including FOCUS campus ministry
founder Curtis Martin, it will include a dramatic presentation of
the Gospel by acclaimed actor
Frank Runyeon — of “As the World
Turns” fame opposite Meg Ryan —
and will be hosted by talented
Christian musician Chris Padgett,
who will lead praise and worship.
Finally, instead of targeting children and teens or young adults,
the event is open to youths and
young adults age 14 to 30.
“I don’t think there’s any other
conference like this,” said organizer Dominican Sister Mary Michael
Fox,
campus
minister
at
Machebeuf High School. “We’re re-

ally looking at everyone’s call to
holiness in the different states of
life.”
In addition to keynote presentations on the priesthood and religious life, small-group presentations will be led by numerous clergy and religious brothers and sisters from across the nation and
Toronto, Canada. Married couples
will also meet with participants in
small groups to discuss the challenges and joys of their particular
vocation.
A keynote presentation on marriage and family life will be delivered by archdiocesan Youth, Young
Adult and Campus Ministry Office
Director Sean Dalton and his wife
Jane. Curtis Martin will speak on
discipleship. Musician Chris
Padgett, a zealous recent convert
to the Catholic faith, will talk about
having a relationship with God.
The “Here I Am Lord” vocations
and discipleship conference was
created by a parish youth minister
in the Chicago area in 2003. The
event was so popular it is now the

HERE I AM LORD
VOCATIONS
CONFERENCE
When: 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. April 1
Where: Queen of Peace Parish,
13120 E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora
Who: Young people 14-30 and
parents
Cost: $25 per person
Registration/Information: Visit or
call 303-344-0082, Ext. 10

official vocations conference for
the Diocese of Rockford, Ill.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., has welcomed the
event to the Denver Diocese, Sister
Fox said. In addition to the
Vocations Office, the Youth, Young
Adult and Campus Ministry, and
the Marriage and Family Life of-

fices are also participating in the
conference’s vocations fair.
Created by Mike Zak of St.
Patrick Parish in St. Charles, Ill., the
inaugural “Here I Am Lord” conference drew 140 youths; last year’s
event drew 460. Zak will help lead
this first conference in the Denver
Archdiocese.
Set April 1 at Queen of Peace
Parish in Aurora, the event begins
with Mass at 8 a.m. and closes with
Holy Hour at 7:30 p.m. followed by
a praise and worship concert to
end at 9 p.m.
Cost is $25 per person and includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. Registration forms are available at www.hereiamlord.net. For
more information, call Sister Fox at
303-344-0082, Ext. 10.
Youth and young adult groups
are invited to participate. If not at-

tending with a group, youths
under 18 must have an adult chaperone. Parents are invited.
“The heart of this particular
conference is the sense that all
people are called to holiness and
we want our young people to discover what their path is,” said
Sister Fox. “We want to help them
find their way and help them to be
happy.”
Stations of the Cross and Holy
Hour to pray for vocations is set 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. March 31 at Queen
of Peace Parish. The prayer service
will include praise and worship. All
are welcome.
Queen of Peace Parish is located
at 13120 E. Kentucky Ave.
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Denver landmark brings together
technology and architecture

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Nearly half a century after it was
taken down for structural damage,
a new cupola was placed atop Regis
University’s oldest building, Main
Hall. It was put into place Jan. 12.
The new cupola is much more than
a simple dome, it is a 40-foot structure that will almost double the
height of the 1887 facility.
Considered an engineering marvel,
the cupola is one-third the weight
of the original and was constructed
with state-of-the-art RF transparent fiberglass. This advancement in
engineering materials has made
the structure able to withstand
Colorado’s ever changing climate
and strong winds.
By combining efforts with T-Mobile,
Regis was able to replace a piece of
its historical architecture, benefit
new technology and remain aesthetically pleasing to the community. The cupola now will serve a
technological purpose by housing
antenna towers atop one of north
Denver’s highest structures.

High school counselor to be honored for 35 years of service
BY JOHN GLEASON

Ask Bill Jelinek what the most
fulfilling part of his years as a
teacher and
counselor
has
been
and he’ll tell
you
it’s
watching the
students
grow during
their
high
school career.
“It’s
an
BILL JELINEK a m a z i n g
time for kids,
freshman through senior year,”
Jelinek said. “To see them develop their talents and become
more responsible people is one
of the great benefits of working
in high school education.”
Jelinek is being honored by
the Office of Catholic Schools of
the Archdiocese of Denver for
his 35 years of teaching and
counseling, most of which has
been spent at Regis Jesuit High
School. The Kansas City native
attended Rockhurst Jesuit High
School and St. Louis University
before moving to Colorado in
the early 70s.

That first year he taught at St.
Francis de Sales High School in
Denver, where he met his future
wife, Joyce. The couple raised
four children. That same year, a
friend told him about an opening on the staff at Regis. He applied, and the next year he was
teaching theology.
“It was sometimes a challenge,” he said, “because for
many students, theology isn’t always the most important subject for them. But I tried to
make it more meaningful; to
make a difference in some way.”
In addition to teaching,
Jelinek was the varsity baseball
coach from 1975-85, as well as
coaching football for 17 years.
But when the school moved to
its present location in Aurora, he
surrendered his coaching duties
and moved into counseling.
When he arrived at Regis,
counseling primarily dealt with
college selection. By the early
80s the focus changed and
Jelinek, after earning his master’s degree, made the shift from
the classroom to the counselor’s
office.
“Given the large number of
students in each class, counseling gives me a chance to really

get to know the students,” he
said. “We have a comprehensive
system here; taking students in
as freshmen and following them
through their senior year with
personal, academic, and eventually a lot of college counseling
for upper classman.”
The program allows any problems to be targeted early and
gives the counselors a chance to
get to know the students and
families well.
In his time at Regis, Jelinek
has seen two major changes:
The relocation of the school to
its present location in Aurora,
and the addition of a girls division.
“The opening of the girls division impacted us all,” he said.
“It’s a work in progress, but continuing to evolve.”
Principal of the Regis Boys
Division Charles Saulino couldn’t be happier at the honor for
Jelinek, calling him one of the
most generous and dedicated
people he knows.
“Bill certainly believes in
Catholic and Jesuit education;
it’s the hallmark of where he’s
coming from,” Saulino said. “He
believes in challenging his kids;
to make them think about their
decisions and commit to them.”
Jelinek will be honored at the
Catholic Educators Appreciation Banquet on Feb. 3.

BRIEF
St. Rose of Lima School
gets grant to expand
from Daniels Fund
St. Rose of Lima Grade School
recently announced that it has
received a $200,000 Daniels
Fund grant to support its capital
campaign to build a preschool,
library and gymnasium addition
to the current school building.
St. Rose of Lima is a kindergarten through eighth-grade
Catholic school that is celebrating its 50th year of operation in
west Denver. Its enrollment has
grown this year to 162 students.
“The grant will enable our
building project to begin,” said
Jeannie Courchene, principal of
the school for the past seven
years. “We are grateful to the
Daniels Fund and to all our generous funders.”
The Daniels Fund was established in 1997 by Bill Daniels, a
pioneer in cable television
known for his kindness and generosity to those in need.
Father Jerry Rohr, pastor of St.
Rose of Lima Parish, noted, “The
families of our parish have all
contributed to this effort to build
a better school for the children of
this community, as have many
other individuals and foundations who recognize that quality
education will make all the difference in the lives of the children we serve.”
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After parenting, no job is more rewarding Mullen spirit squad wins state
title with best-ever score
than teaching, says longtime educator
BY JOHN GLEASON

BY JOHN GLEASON

Don McMaster grew up in
Wheat Ridge, attended Sts. Peter
and Paul Grade School, and
then graduated from Regis Jesuit
High School in 1965. After
spending three years at St. John’s
Seminary he graduated from
Regis College with a degree in
education and history.
His first teaching job was at
the now closed St. Dominic’s
Grade School in Denver. “I
taught second and third grade
the last three years they were
opened.”
After St. Dominic’s closed,
McMaster moved onto Our Lady
of Fatima in Lakewood where he
taught third and sixth grade and
served as principal for 10 years
before moving on to St. Mary’s
School in Littleton where he
spent another nine years.
Now in his third year at Our
Lady of Lourdes in Denver,
McMaster said he was returning
to what he really loved to do —
teach.
“I’d been in administration for
19 years,” he said. “It was time
to do something else with my
life, so I decided to go back to
my roots.”
For the last three years,
McMaster has taught fifth grade.
He admits to enjoying teaching
the younger grades.
“There aren’t a lot of distrac-

tions yet,” he said. “There is still
a bit of the innocence of childhood left in fifth-graders; you’re
still able to interact with them.”
In 35 years, McMaster said
one of the biggest changes he’s
seen is that kids have become
much more savvy; in some ways,
kids don’t always get a chance to
be kids. Something he believes
is sad.
“The problems the kids bring
to the classrooms today pose
one of the bigger challenges,” he
said. “So often, we’re amazed
that our kids do as well as they
do when you hear some of the
things they’ve gone through before you’ve sat them down and
expected them to learn fractions
and multiplication tables.”
McMaster calls it a testimonial to the resilience of the human
spirit that the children are able
to rise above some of the things
they face.
At the same time, he said one
of the more fulfilling parts of his
time as a teacher is watching a
child’s face light up when
they’ve finally gotten something
he been trying to teach them.
“It reminds me of why I do
what I do,” he said.
McMaster still takes great joy
in the industry he’s chosen.
“Short of being a parent, I
can’t think of a more rewarding
job to have.”
And what advice does he have

for those thinking about entering the teaching profession?
“I would encourage them to
look at our schools, because we
still have the luxury of teaching,”
he said. “In the public schools
they have to deal with all sorts of
extraneous kinds of things that
keep them from the luxury of focusing on pure teaching.”
Teaching, McMaster said, is
the most wonderful job in the
world and at times very lonely.
“When you end up in a situation where you tried your best
and not everybody is happy with
the decision that you’ve made,
you have to prepare yourself for
that,” he said. “You have to remind yourself that Christ
pleased 11 out of 12 and you’re
not going to do much better
than that.”

The
Mullen
Mustang
Cheerleaders, 18 girls from across
the metro area, recently won their
first state championship in cheerleading, and did so by posting the
highest score ever for the competition: 96.83 out of a possible 100
points. Coach Cindy Speer was
very proud of her team.
“This is one of the most talented
groups I’ve ever coached,” Speer
said following the victory. “They
were pretty much perfect at state.”
The 4A competition consisted of
more than 100 high schools from
all over Colorado. Last year, the
Mustangs came in third in the
competition and vowed to do better in 2005. This year they adopted
the motto: Our Turn. It was, but
victory didn’t come without a little
drama.
By the time the preliminary
events were over, Mullen found itself in second place, less than one
point behind Pueblo South High

School. But when finals came, the
team proved they had what it
takes.
“I was so excited,” said Co-captain Caitlin McMahon. “We have
such a young team, but we knew
we could do it.”
McMahon’s comments were reflected by fellow Co-captain Emily
Callender, who said it took some
time for the shock to wear down.
“When we got back to the bus,
we still weren’t sure how this happened,” she said. “The first thing
we did was pray and gave thanks.
God continued to show how faith
and hard work can overcome obstacles.”
Coach Speer had nothing but
praise for her squad, saying she
knew there was a lot of talent there.
“They would practice three
hours everyday,” Speer said.
“That’s as much as any athlete in
any sport. We started last May and
worked right through the summer;
constant non-stop work for six
months strait.”

1 0 l O R D I N AT I O N O F B I S H O P R. WA L K E R N I C K L E SS

'Speak the truth in love'
Scenes from the
episcopal ordination of
Denver native and
former priest of the
Denver Archdiocese R.
Walker Nickless, who
was installed as the
seventh bishop of Sioux
City, Iowa, in the Church
of the Nativity before a
congregation of 1,000 on
Jan. 20.
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Top row, from
left: THE
NEWLY ORDAINED
Bishop R.
Walker
Nickless smiles
at the congregation after
being seated in
the bishop's
chair in the
Church of the
Nativity Jan.
20; Archbishop
Jerome Hanus
of Dubuque,
Iowa, places
the episcopal
miter on the
new bishop.
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Bottom row, from left: THE EPISCOPAL RING, signifying the bishop's fidelity to his bride, the
Church, is placed on Bishop
Nickless' finger by Archbishop
Hanus; The laying on of hands is
the moment when the ordination
actually takes place, here
Archbishop Hanus silently lays
hands on the bishop elect.

FINANCIAL REPORT
www.archden.org
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2005 FINANCIAL REPORT
Dear Friends in Christ,

With gratitude to God for His
abundant blessings, I am pleased to
present you with the 2005 Financial
Report of the Archdiocese of Denver.
I invite you to take a few moments to
read the Report. Underlying the information is the good news of how
God continues to work powerfully in
the life of the Archdiocese through
the generosity of His people.
The fiscal year ended June 30,
2005, has had some challenging moments. Our commitment to the safety of children and
young people remains our highest priority. Our sensitivity
to the gravity of abuse is acute, our resolve to prevent it is
unrelenting, and our efforts to promote healing continues
to be of utmost challenge to us.
For the Church to perform her mission effectively, we
must exercise careful stewardship of our resources. Allow
me to highlight some of the more important matters relating to the financial condition of the Archdiocese, and
some of the challenges that remain.
The Archbishop's Catholic Appeal (ACA) once again exceeded its goal, raising more than $7.3 million, prior to
parish rebates. The 2005 appeal showed the continuing
generosity of Catholics in the Archdiocese. This year's appeal will provide year-long support for our educational

programs, seminaries, Catholic Charities and other pastoral programs.
The Archdiocese of Denver Welfare Benefits Trust selfinsures our employees' health care plan for the
Archdiocese, our parishes and various other entities. This
plan had seen large cost increases in recent years, which
required substantial premium increases for over 1,700
employees and their employing parishes, schools and
agencies. Structural changes begun more than two years
ago have allowed the program to moderate its premium
increases in both 2005 and for the current fiscal year in
order to rebuild its reserves to better levels.
Yet with all of the above successes, many challenges remain. While we have made good strides in funding the retirement of our archdiocesan priests, we need additional
resources in the coming years to meet their future retirement needs. Specifically, the need for a priest retirement
facility and one that offers nursing care for our retired
priests remains critical.
Our two high schools, Holy Family and Bishop
Machebeuf, continue to provide academic excellence in a
Catholic school environment. Notwithstanding generous
grants from school donors and The Catholic Foundation
for the Archdiocese of Denver in both 2005 and 2004, recent declines in enrollment and increasing operating
costs continue to challenge the schools and the
Archdiocese in servicing each school's debt obligations.
Both St. John Vianney Theological Seminary and the
Redemptoris Mater Missionary Seminary are in need of

significant capital improvements and operating cost assistance. I am pleased to report that in fiscal 2005, a $3
million restricted donation was made to the Family of
Nazareth for the future expansion of the John Paul II
Center and, specifically, Redemportis Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary. Our two seminaries are among the
most important institutions in the Archdiocese, for they
prepare future priests to serve our people in parishes.
Accordingly, it is urgent to meet these needs.
Despite these challenges, I view the future with great
confidence. I am thankful to the Archdiocesan Finance
Council for assisting me with great integrity and education in the financial administration of the Archdiocese. I
am encouraged by the generosity of all our people who
share their time, talent and treasure to support our local
Church in her mission.
Finally, we rely on the Lord's promise to His disciples to
be with us to the end of time. The history of the
Archdiocese of Denver is a story of God's fidelity to His
people. Let us, therefore, look to the future, knowing that
the Lord is with us. Jesus Christ has already won the victory and we are grateful to play some small part in its unfolding.
Asking God's blessing upon you and your families. I am
Gratefully yours in Christ,

Most Reverend
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Denver

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER - CHANCERY
All ministries of the Archdiocese of Denver (the
Archdiocese), a Colorado nonprofit corporation sole, are
headquartered and the majority of archdiocesan offices are
housed in the Chancery, which is located on the campus of
the John Paul II Center. The Chancery is composed of the
Office of the Archbishop, his vicars, directors and others
who collaborate in the administration of various archdiocesan programs.
During fiscal 2005, the Chancery was fortunate to realize
increased donations from the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
campaign and an increase in parish assessments support
revenue. Investment income declined significantly from the
previous year due to reduced investment returns between
the two periods. The investment returns in 2005, however,
were generally consistent with the underlying returns for the
related equity and fixed income indices. The Archdiocese
increased its operating expenditures for religious education, spiritual and pastoral concerns, and grants to various entities of the Archdiocese, including the St. John
Vianney and Redemptoris Mater seminaries and Catholic
Charities.
The Archdiocese’s financial statements are prepared in
accordance with General Accepted Accounting
Principles. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles are
governed, in part, by certain financial accounting standards. One of those standards is Statement of Financial
Accounting Standards No. 136, “Transfers of Assets to a
Not-for-Profit Organization or Charitable Trust that
Raises or Holds Contributions for Others.” This standard
requires that the Archdiocese’s contingent residual interest in the net assets of The Catholic Foundation for the
Archdiocese of Denver (The Catholic Foundation) be included, for financial reporting purposes only, in the financial results of the Archdiocese as of and for the years
ended June 30, 2005 and 2004. This does not mean that
these assets are available to the Archdiocese which they
are not. Furthermore, this does mean that changes in either the financial accounting standards or other changes
of facts or circumstances could not occur which would
exclude the reporting of that contingent residual interest
in the future.
The Catholic Foundation is a separate, tax exempt
Colorado nonprofit corporation formed to own, manage,
invest, administer and raise funds to support the mission
and ministry of the Roman Catholic Church both within
and beyond the geographic boundaries of the
Archdiocese. The Catholic Foundation is governed by a
separate, independent self-perpetuating Board of
Trustees and has legal title to and controls all funds within the foundation, subject to any restriction imposed by
donors. In addition, The Catholic Foundation maintains

its books, records, bank accounts, financial statements
and other entity documents separate from those of the
Archdiocese or any other entity.
The Catholic
Foundation’s assets are held in its own name, are not commingled with those of any other entity, and are maintained in such a manner that it is not materially costly or
difficult to segregate, ascertain or identify The Catholic
Foundation’s assets from those of any other entity. The
Catholic Foundation is not a division or part of the
Archdiocese, or vice versa. Except pursuant to a written
guaranty executed by The Catholic Foundation, the assets
of The Catholic Foundation are not available to satisfy any
claims of creditors of the Archdiocese and the assets of the
Archdiocese are not available to satisfy any claims of creditors of The Catholic Foundation.

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents:
Short term investments
Total cash & cash equivalents
Prepaid expenses & other assets
Notes, contributions & accounts
receivable, net
Due from parishes & other AOD
entities, net
Investments
Property & equipment, net
Restricted net assets held by The
Catholic Foundation
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Funds held in trust for others
Other liabilities
Notes & Bonds payable
Liabilities under split-interest
agreements
Total liabilities
Net Assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

June 30,
2005
$

5,120,691
2,422,895
7,543,586

$

2004
3,652,365
3,652,365

343,321

145,001

40,126,961

42,989,524

926,844
18,783,735
22,597,428

1,139,531
17,928,136
21,459,554

78,476,549
$ 168,798,424

80,276,250
$ 167,590,361

$

$

783,768
1,060,124
519,333
36,476,552

766,948
894,993
345,492
36,284,114

223,007
39,062,784

291,012
38,582,559

41,077,446
66,419,552
22,238,642
129,735,640

39,404,959
67,842,223
21,760,620
129,007,802

$ 168,798,424

$ 167,590,361

Statement of Activities
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
2005
Support & revenue:
Support:
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
contributions
Parish assessments
Grants & contributions
Other support
Total support

$

7,022,460
4,930,138
1,067,383
27,311
13,047,292

Revenue:
Advertising income
Program & service income, net
Interest income, net

2004

$

6,912,696
4,670,437
904,560
45,000
12,532,693

1,005,980
1,158,535
1,089,920

1,104,871
1,125,107
1,063,132

892,087

2,278,256

21,724
19,878
113,899

497,099
17,175
89,923

Total revenue

4,302,023

6,175,563

Total support & revenue

17,349,315

18,708,256

2,135,656
1,424,459
1,751,889
901,083
1,559,633
2,897,942
722,118
1,112,776
12,505,556

1,941,351
1,434,000
1,608,788
1,171,933
1,392,647
2,943,599
366,795
988,114
11,847,227

Support & administrative
expenses
Development & fundraising
Total expenses

1,583,487
732,732
14,821,775

1,473,824
724,830
14,045,881

Change in net assets before
change in net assets held by
The Catholic Foundation

2,527,540

4,662,375

Change in net assets held by The
Catholic Foundation

(1,799,701)

21,269,565

Investment income, net
Net gain on the sale of property &
equipment
Rental income
Miscellaneous

Expenses:
Program expenses:
Religious education & schools
Social development & world peace
Spiritual & pastoral concerns
Religious & ordained ministries
Evangelization
Catholic communications
Gifts & grants
Interest expense
Total program expenses

Increase in net assets

$

727,839

$

25,931,940

20 0 5 F I N A N C I A L R E P O RT l B 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l JANUARY 25, 2006

INTRODUCTION
The financial statements contained in this report have
been summarized and condensed from financial statements prepared in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles. Over the past several years, the
Archdiocese has attempted to assign personnel and financial resources in ways that best accomplish the
Church’s mission in the Archdiocese, with the goal of

those resources to the extent that its overall financial position would not be on a sound foundation.
The accompanying presentation encompasses the 16
nonprofit corporations or charitable trusts within the territory of the Archdiocese. These nonprofit corporations
and trusts within the territory of the Archdiocese are governed by separate Boards and/or Trustees. The assets of
these entities are held in their respective names and are
not commingled with those of any other entity.

being “Responsible Stewards of God’s Gifts to Us.” The following overview of the Archdiocese is an accounting of its
stewardship.
The goal of the Archdiocese and the related entities
within the territory of the Archdiocese which support and
promote the mission and ministry of the Archdiocese and
the Roman Catholic Church has been and will be to utilize
the financial resources entrusted to it in a manner that
neither accumulates unnecessary reserves nor dissipates

EDUCATION AND FORMATION

ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Prior to July 1, 2005, the operations of St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary and
Redemptoris Mater House of Formation
were combined for financial reporting
purposes, as part of a separate nonprofit
corporation formed in 1999, Our Lady of
the New Advent Theological Institute
(OLNA). On July 1, 2005, OLNA’s name was
changed to St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary. In conjunction with the reorganization each seminary now separately reports its operations.
Accordingly,
St.
John
Vianney
Theological Seminary (St. John Vianney
Seminary) is a Colorado nonprofit corporation sole that provides seminary formation and offers other programs for the education of seminarians, permanent deacons and members of the laity.
The St. John Vianney Seminary currently
has 64 men, which represents a 250 percent increase since the seminary opened
in 1999. St. John Vianney Seminary operates the Archbishop Vehr Theological
Library, the Division of Permanent
Deaconate Formation and the Division of

Lay Formation including the Catholic Statement of
Biblical School and Catechetical School for
Financial Position
the education of the laity.
The operations of St. John Vianney AT JUNE 30, 2005
Seminary in 2005 were primarily supported by gifts from the general public, a share Assets:
of proceeds from the annual parish semi- Cash & cash equivalents
nary appeal, grants from the Archdiocese, Short term investments
Mount Olivet Cemetery and the Mortuary, Prepaid expenses & other assets
totaling $1 million, and from various re- Notes & accounts receivable, net
stricted endowments at The Catholic Contributions receivable
inventory
Foundation, totaling over $850,000. In- Publications
Property & equipment, net
kind contributions were also received Total assets
from the Archdiocese for services and
overhead costs at the John Paul II Center. Liabilities & net assets:
In addition, St. John Vianney Seminary re- Accounts payable & accruals
ceived an estate grant of over $600,000 in Funds held in trust for others
Due to AOD
2005.
In 2005, St. John Vianney Seminary also Deferred tuition income
made a significant investment in its future Total liabilities
when it renovated the former rectory of
Net assets:
Christ the King Parish for housing needs. Unrestricted
This investment of approximately Temporarily restricted
$700,000 could not have been done with- Total net assets
out the support from various estate donations in 2004, totaling over $2.0 million.
Total liabilities & net assets

Statement of Activities
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2005

$

$
$

1,101,272
882,880
4,285
2,500
15,000
34,718
781,252
2,821,907
364,631
47,214
3,629
129,780
545,254
2,086,661
189,992
2,276,653

$

Support & revenue:
Support:
Grants & contributions

$

3,300,802

Revenue:
Program & service income
Tuition income
Investment & other income, net
Total revenue
Total revenue & support

245,888
986,031
39,231
1,271,150
4,571,952

Expenses:
Religious education & schools
Religious & ordained ministries
Support & administrative
expenses
Development & fundraising
Total expenses

597,526
3,509,761
64,783
45,182
4,217,252
$

Increase in net assets

354,700

2,821,907

REDEMPTORIS MATER HOUSE OF FORMATION
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary (Redemptoris
Mater), a Colorado nonprofit corporation, was established in 1996 by the
Archdiocese as a house of formation to
prepare men for the priesthood, who
come ready to serve the Catholic Church
all over the world, according to the direction of Presbyterorum Ordinis No. 10. The
priests being formed in Redemptoris
Mater are to be diocesan priests for the
Archdiocese of Denver. Consequently, the
archbishop decides their assignments.
Given the universal missionary purpose
of the Catholic Church, and the increasing globalization of the world, candidates
from all over the world help to create an
open environment without any discrimination of language, culture or race.
Presently, there are 32 men, representing
13 different countries, at Redemptoris

Mater.
Prior to July 1, 2005, the operations of
St. John Vianney Seminary and
Redemptoris Mater were combined for financial reporting purposes, as part of a
separate nonprofit corporation, named
Our Lady of the New Advent Theological
Institute (OLNA). Effective July 1, 2005,
each seminary separately reports its operations.
The operations of Redemptoris Mater
in 2005 were primarily supported by gifts
from the general public, an allocated
share of the proceeds from the annual
parish seminary appeal, and grants from
the Archdiocese, Mount Olivet Cemetery
and the Mortuary, totaling $850,000. In
addition, in-kind contributions were also
received from the Archdiocese for services and overhead costs incurred at the
John Paul II Center.

Statement of
Financial Position

Statement of Activities

AT JUNE 30, 2005

Support & revenue:
Support:
Grants & contributions

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Prepaid expenses & other assets
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accruals
Total liabilities

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2005

$
$
$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

7,716
7,711
41,870
57,297
25,639
25,639
31,658
31,658

$

$

Revenue:
Program & service income
Investment & other income
Total revenue
Total revenue & support

36,740
11
36,751
1,387,910

Expenses:
Program expenses
Support & administrative
expenses
Total expenses
Decrease in net assets

1,351,159

1,424,640
77,674
1,502,314
$

(114,404)

57,297

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
The following glossary of terms defines certain terminology and financial accounting concepts used in this financial report that are unique to the Church and other nonprofit organizations.
Depreciation. The systematic and rational location of the cost of an
asset over its anticipated useful life.

pears on the Statement of Financial Position. Examples of funds held
in trust include second collections taken on behalf of other organizations and pre-need funeral plan payments.

Designated funds. Funds which have been designated for a particular
purpose by the archbishop.

Inventories. Assets held for eventual resale to others.

Endowment. Funds or property donated as a permanent source of income. Generally, only the income produced from the endowment
principal is available for expenditure.

Net assets. The net assets of an organization, computed by subtracting liabilities from assets. Net assets are categorized by type,
for example, "property and equipment" or "temporarily restricted."

Estimated insurance claims. Claims incurred or estimated to have
been incurred before year-end, but which have not been paid as of
that date. Such claims are estimated to match plan-year premiums
and billings to plan-year claims and expenses.

Parish assessments. In accordance with canon law, parishes of the
Archdiocese of Denver contribute to the mission of the local Church
through the parish assessment. Parishes pay a percentage of their
income—from a low of 5.26 percent to a high of 7.67 percent—depending on the financial health and various conditions of the parish.

Funds held in trust for others. Amounts temporarily in possession of
an entity but which are being held for the benefit of, and ultimate
distribution to, another. Funds are held in trust as an asset on the
Statement of Financial Position as cash or, because they may be
temporarily invested pending final distribution, as investments. To
reflect the fact that funds held in trust are not the property of the
entity, and are in fact owed to others, an offsetting liability also ap-

Permanent restrictions. A donor-imposed restriction that stipulates
that resources be maintained permanently but permits the
Archdiocese to expend part or all of the income derived from the
donated assets.

Unrealized gains or losses. A rise from changes in the fair value of
investments.

Split-interest arrangements. Charitable trusts and gift annuities

Unrestricted. Support and revenue that has no donor restriction as
to use or purpose.

under which the Archdiocese receives benefits from donations that
are shared with other beneficiaries.
Statement of activities. Reports the amount of change in net assets.
Revenues, expenses, gains and losses increase or decrease net assets. Other events, such as expiration of donor-imposed restrictions,
that simultaneously increase one class of net assets and decrease
another are reported as separate items.
Statement of financial position. Reflects the assets, liabilities and
net assets of an entity at a particular point in time.
Temporary restrictions. A donor-imposed restriction that permits
the archdiocese to use up or expend the donated assets as specified
and is satisfied either by the passage of time or by actions of the
Archdiocese.
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HOLY FAMILY HIGH SCHOOL, INC.

Based on the values of Jesus Christ, Holy Family High
School (HFHS) seeks to provide a Catholic learning environment that stresses academic excellence, fosters
mutual respect, demands responsibility and encourages self-growth. HFHS provides a college preparatory
curriculum with the highest standards of excellence in
all areas including: spirituality, academics, athletics and
social growth.
For the school years ending in June 2005 and 2004,
HFHS graduated 133 and 117 seniors respectively, who
were offered $5.8 million and $6 million in merit-based
scholarships to attend colleges and universities.
In 2005 alone, HFHS awarded over $420,000 in tuition
assistance to needy families. For the current school year,
HFHS is educating approximately 480 students in a
Catholic school environment.
In 2005, grants and contributions declined as 2004 results included over $1.4 million in various contributions
for debt retirement, technology upgrades and various
athletic facilities and equipment. Partially offsetting
this decrease was an increase in fundraising revenues, a
significant portion of which was attributable to the results of Concert Millennia, held on June 29, 2005. This
concert was a joint effort between HFHS and Bishop
Machebeuf High School and was sponsored by The
Catholic Foundation.

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005
Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Tuition receivable, net
Other receivables
Contributions receivable
Land held for investment
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Funds held in trust for others
Tuition & fees paid in advance
Note payable to bank
Total liabilities

$

$

$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

200,976
297
58,021
166,586
1,550,000
13,185,168
15,161,048

$

231,188
75,599
260,366
3,702,772
4,269,925

$

$

9,306,115
35,008
1,550,000
10,891,123
$

15,161,048

$

2004
435,112
5,586
756,458
1,550,000
13,469,231
16,216,387

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Statement of Activities
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
2005
Support & revenue:
Support:
Grants & contributions
Fundraising
Total support

$

772,502
486,512
1,259,014

2004
$

1,726,815
231,854
1,958,669

199,308
70,981
241,267
4,466,133
4,977,689

Revenue:
Tuition & student income, net
Investment income, net
Total revenue
Total support & revenue

3,584,044
5,238
3,589,282
4,848,296

3,335,619
3,922
3,339,541
5,298,210

8,769,068
919,630
1,550,000
11,238,698

Expenses:
Religious education
Support & administrative
Development & fundraising
Total expenses

4,440,377
267,685
487,809
5,195,871

4,100,067
266,008
227,882
4,593,957

16,216,387

Increase (decrease) in net assets

&

(347,575)

$

704,253

BISHOP MACHEBEUF HIGH SCHOOL, INC.

Based on the foundation and heritage of Denver’s
first bishop, Bishop Joseph P. Machebeuf, Bishop
Machebeuf High School’s (BMHS) mission is to be an
academic community of faith that strives to form the
hearts, minds and souls of students in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and living tradition of the Catholic
Church. BMHS’s core values are devotion to the
achievement of academic excellence, Christian
morality, and commitment to diversity and community service.
With a current enrollment of 387, Bishop
Machebeuf High School is proud of its diversity in culture, socio-economic level and academic ability. For
the past eight years, 30 percent of Bishop Machebeuf
graduates have been first generation college-bound
with 98 percent of all students going on to colleges
and universities.
Bishop Joseph Machebeuf ’s indomitable spirit
changed the face of Colorado by creating a system of
Catholic churches, schools, hospitals and orphanages.
Students at BMHS embody his dedication, faith and
vision as they grow in their own faith and bring the
Gospel message into the world.
During fiscal 2005, BMHS received a grant from The
Catholic Foundation of $2.1 million, which was used
solely for debt reduction.

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004

June 30,

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Tuition receivable, net
Prepaid expenses & other assets
Other receivables
Contributions receivable from
charitable remainder trust
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Due to other AOD entities
Tuition & fees paid in advance
Funds held in trust for others
Note payable to AOD
Total liabilities

$

$

$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

263,441
2,208
70,401
43,232
164,013
10,003,037
10,546,332

252,461
103,935
265,018
55,073
1,737,238
2,413,725

$

$

$

7,904,345
228,262
8,132,607
$

10,546,332

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

2004

2005

$

390,395
42,896
54,285
151,981
10,244,366
10,883,923

241,026
159,325
177,254
37,543
3,677,660
4,292,808

Statement of Activities
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
Support & revenue:
Support:
Grants & contributions
Fundraising
Total support

$

Revenue:
Tuition & student income
Investment income
Other
Total revenue
Total support & revenue

6,422,847
168,268
6,591,115

Expenses:
Religious education
Support & administrative
expenses
Development & fundraising
Total expenses

10,883,923

Increase (decrease) in net assets

2004

2005

$

2,401,162
321,164
2,722,326

$

356,819
119,374
476,193

2,884,979
3,707
12,032
2,900,718
5,623,044

3,099,330
673
14,636
3,114,639
3,590,832

3,362,388

3,327,421

409,578
309,586
4,081,552

441,036
108,354
3,876,811

1,541,492

$ (285,979)
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FAMILY OF NAZARETH, INC.
nected with the mission of the Neocatechumenal
Way of the Roman Catholic Church. Since 1998, the
Family of Nazareth has procured real and personal
properties as deemed necessary to carry out the missionary work of the New Evangelization. In fiscal

2005, the Family of Nazareth received a gift of $3 million restricted for purposes of the future expansion
plans at the John Paul II Center and, specifically, the
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary.

Statement of Financial Position
Statement of Activities

AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005
Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Short term investments
Prepaid expenses & other assets
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities
Accounts payable & accruals
Deferred tuition income
Total liabilities
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Family of Nazareth is a Colorado nonprofit corporation, estabished in 1998 and operated exclusively
for public charitable, religious and educational purposes. The Family of Nazareth primarily supports the
work of the New Evangelization and all persons con-

2004

2005
$

$

25,266
3,048,513
86,320
840,288
4,000,387

$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
2004

3,350
99,860
103,210

$

$
$

838,223
3,058,954
3,897,177
$

4,000,387

42,979
843,859
886,838

$

-

Support & revenue:
Support:
Grants & contributions

$

Revenue:
Program & service income
Investment & other income
Total revenue
Total revenue & support

866,623
20,215
886,838

Expenses:
Program expenses
Support & administrative
expenses
Total expenses

886,838

Increase (decrease) in net assets

3,102,740

$

272,456
157,044
287
157,334
429,790

186,784
49,108
235,892
3,338,632
302,005

455,632
455,632

26,288
328,293
$

3,010,339

$

(25,842)

MORTUARY AND CEMETERIES

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Mount Olivet Cemetery Association (Mt. Olivet) is a
Colorado nonprofit corporation, which was consecrated in 1891. By burying the dead and comforting the bereaved, the staff of Mt. Olivet teaches the faithful to
look beyond earthly existence and thereby deepen faith
in eternal salvation and life everlasting in the Lord.
During the fiscal years ended June 30, 2005 and 2004,
Mt. Olivet provided funeral services to 1,526 and 1,506
families respectively. Included in these numbers above
are services to the County Social Services offices for 277
cases in 2005 and 254 cases in 2004. In essence, Mt.
Olivet contributed over $545,000 and $536,000 in care
services to the poor and their families in 2005 and 2004
respectively.
Investment income declined significantly from the
previous year due to reduced investment returns between the two periods. The investment returns in 2005,
however, were generally consistent with the underlying
returns for the related equity and fixed income indices.
Offsetting this decrease in revenues was a reduction in
operating costs and a reduction in grants made by Mt.
Olivet in 2005, primarily those to the St. John Vianney
and Redemptoris Mater seminaries.

Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Activities

AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Inventories
Accounts receivable, net
Due from parishes & other AOD
entities, net
Investments
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Due to AOD
Pre-need trust
Total liabilities

$

$

$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Total liabilities & net assets

1,249,281
1,193,759
2,612,882
342,578
4,951,639
3,799,695
14,149,834

164,113
1,418
3,633,618
3,799,149

$

$

$

14,149,834

1,003,773
1,362,867
2,745,058
89,455
4,445,341
4,045,233
13,691,727

181,865
3,354,286
3,536,151

2004

2005
Support & revenue:
Cemetery sales
Investment income, net
Miscellaneous support, net
Rental income
Total support & revenue
Expenses:
Gifts & grants
Cemetery operating costs
Support & administrative
expenses
Total expenses
Increase in net assets

$

3,636,532
234,855
3,008
269,848
4,144,243

$

3,880,481
542,988
(26,227)
265,514
4,662,756

$

615,672
2,793,500

$

1,045,315
2,963,973
564,338
4,573,626

539,962
3,949,134
$

195,109

$

9,130

10,155,576

10,350,685
$

2004

$

13,691,727

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER MORTUARY AT MOUNT OLIVET, INC.
ices to the County Social Services offices for 85 cases in
2005 and 71 cases in 2004. In essence, the Mortuary contributed over $175,000 and $146,000 in care services to
the poor and their families in 2005 and 2004 respectively.

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

The Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary (the Mortuary) is
a Colorado nonprofit corporation committed to serving
the Church as a symbol of the community of faith unbroken by death. The Mortuary began offering funeral services in 1981 to the Catholic community of northern
Colorado. It was established by the Archdiocese of
Denver to ensure that proper dignity was provided to the
beloved dead and their grieving families. Additionally, the
Mortuary was established to offer funeral services at affordable costs to the Catholic community, especially the
poor.
During the fiscal years ended June 30, 2005 and 2004,
the Mortuary provided funeral services to 649 and 646
families respectively. Included in these numbers are serv-

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Accounts receivable, net
Prepaid expenses & other
Investments
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
liabilities
Pre-need trust
Total liabilities

$

$

$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Total liabilities & net assets

1,552,342
1,325,281
109,987
10,427,476
22,989
13,438,075

163,977
7,809,074
7,973,051

$

$

$

13,438,075

1,388,144
1,306,550
50,995
9,870,928
39,247
12,655,864

158,070
7,448,770
7,606,840
5,049,024

5,465,024
$

2004

$

12,655,864

Investment income declined significantly from the
previous year due to reduced investment returns between the two periods. The investment returns in 2005,
however, were generally consistent with the underlying
returns for the related equity and fixed income indices.
Offsetting this decrease in investment income was a reduction in the grants made by the Mortuary, primarily
those to the St. John Vianney and Redemptoris Mater
seminaries.

Statement of Activities
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
2004

2005
Support & revenue:
Mortuary sales
Investment income
Miscellaneous
Total support & revenue

$

Expenses:
Mortuary operating expenses
Gifts & grants
Support & administrative
expenses
Total expenses
Increase in net assets

$

2,479,024
501,853
1,335
2,982,212

$

2,433,413
1,433,632
(23,304)
3,843,741

1,911,880
235,939

1,834,424
605,210

418,393
2,566,212

411,794
2,851,428

416,000

$

92,313
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ST. SIMEON CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

CEMETERIES PERPETUAL
CARE TRUST
The cemeteries of the Archdiocese place 10 percent of each grave and crypt sale into the Perpetual
Care Trust. The earnings are used to maintain the
beautiful, pastoral setting that characterizes Mount
Olivet and St. Simeon cemeteries.

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005
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St. Simeon Catholic Cemetery (St. Simeon) in Aurora,
a Colorado nonprofit corporation, opened in April 2004,
and in 2005 completed its first full year of serving the
needs of the faithful in Denver’s eastern metropolitan
area. Nearly 130 brothers and sisters in Christ rest in
peace in the sacred space of St. Simeon. In addition to
at-need burial services, St. Simeon’s staff offers opportu-

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005
Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Accounts receivable, net of
allowances
Inventories
Investments
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable
Due to AOD & affiliated entities
Pre-need trust
Total liabilities

$

771

$

59,958
911,778
12,732
4,686,438
5,671,677

$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

23,698
342,578
34,731
401,007

423

$

14,728
923,497
112
4,778,641
5,717,401

5,554,466
5,554,466

5,269,665
1,005
5,270,670
$

5,671,677

68,635
89,455
4,845
162,935

$

5,717,401

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Prepaid expenses
Investments
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable

$

2004

$

71,119
2,473
10,628,393
10,701,985

$

186,044
2,385
9,824,899
10,013,328

$

7,942

$

5,942

$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Total liabilities & net assets

2004

$

$

nities for families to plan in advance, which relieves
loved ones of having to plan funerals and burials while
in a state of grief and sadness. Families are thus able to
choose the location of their grave, and the outline of
their final services.
The financial results of St. Simeon are anticipated to
generate operating losses, after depreciation and amortization, during its initial years of operations. During the
year ended June 30, 2005, St. Simeon provided funeral
services to 82 families, 61 of which were social service
burials.

10,007,386

10,694,043
$

$

10,701,985

10,013,328

Statement of Activities
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
2004

2005
Support & revenue:
Cemetery sales
Gifts & grants
Investment income
Rental income
Other income
Total support & revenue

$

352,612
655
134
200
23
353,624

Expenses:
Gifts & grants
Cemetery operating costs
Support & administrative
expenses
Total expenses
Decrease in net assets

$

$

58,459
4,445
14,347
77,257

21,200
436,287

3,805
109,394

179,933
637,420

134,972
248,171

(283,796)

$

Statement of Activities
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
Support & revenue:
Grants & contributions
Investment income
Total support & revenue

$

$

211,034
495,316
706,350

Expenses:
Support & administrative
expenses
Total expenses
Increase in net assets

2004

2005

223,858
1,347,701
1,571,559

22,637
22,637

19,693
19,693
$

$

686,657

1,548,922

(170,920)

OTHER TRUSTS AND ARCHDIOCESAN ENTITIES

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER IRREVOCABLE REVOLVING FUND TRUST
terest rate on funds deposited into the Trust.
While the Trust holds legal title to its assets, the equitable
and beneficial owners of its assets belong to, and are owned
by, each parish and other affiliated Catholic entity participating in the Trust. Deposits to the Trust are encouraged but
not mandated. The assets, deposits and other accounts of
the Trust are administered by an independent financial institution acting as the Trustee.
The financial performance of the Trust for the year ended
June 30, 2005, was consistent with expectations of the Trust’s
management. Due to the rising interest rates interest in-

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005
Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Prepaid expenses & other
Loans receivable
Investments
Property & equipment, net
Total assets

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

The Archdiocese of Denver Irrevocable Revolving Fund
Trust (the Trust) answers the Church’s call upon parishes
and archdiocesan institutions within northern Colorado to
help one another spiritually and financially. The Trust serves
as the primary source of project financing to parishes of the
Archdiocese at affordable rates and pays a competitive in-

Liabilities & net assets:
Due to other AOD entities
Saving deposits
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Total liabilities

$

$

$

$

Statement of Activities
2004
5,580,922
30,767
18,097,735
15,432,497
5,100
39,147,021

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
2005
Interest income:
Loans
Investment
Total interest income

$

Interest expense
Net interest income
$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Total liabilities & net assets

8,360,531
269
18,447,402
14,920,811
3,400
41,732,413

come increased by $394,679 or 25.5 percent and interest expense increased by $403,509 or 41.5 percent during fiscal
year 2005. Net income increased by $208,610 or 78.3 percent
compared to the last fiscal year. This increase was largely
due to the improved investment performance during fiscal
2005 when compared to 2004. While the Trust recognized a
loss of $111,865 from short term investment portfolio during 2005, this is an improvement of $211,745 over fiscal
2004. These accounting losses from the investment portfolio are attributed to the impact on bond prices from rising
interest rates. During 2005, the Management Committee of
the Trust approved new loans to parishes totaling over $1.7
million in fiscal 2005, $1.6 million of which has been funded
by the Trust as of June 30, 2005.

$

28,555
40,310,484

$

14,300
38,005,636

40,339,039

70
38,020,006

1,393,374

1,127,015

41,732,413

$

39,147,021

Other income (expense)
Other expenses, net:
Trustee fees
General & administrative
expenses
Total other expenses
Increase in net assets

$

960,472 $
476,036
1,436,508

2004
815,730
337,784
1,153,574

971,851
464,657

568,342
585,172

-

(323,430)

71,911

78,112

126,387
198,298

125,882
203,994

266,359 $

57,748

20 0 5 F I N A N C I A L R E P O RT l B 7

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l JANUARY 25, 2006

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER RISK MANAGEMENT & INSURANCE TRUST
The Archdiocese of Denver Risk Management and
Property/Casualty Insurance Trust (the Risk Management
Trust) protects parishes from catastrophic financial loss.
Prevention and other cost-containment measures are
stressed to minimize risk and control plan costs.
Archdiocesan entities and parishes within the territory of
the Archdiocese pay premiums to the Risk Management
Trust.
The Risk Management Trust is partially self-insured and
bears the financial loss on claims up to certain limitations of
acceptable risk. Traditional indemnity insurance products
cover losses exceeding the fund’s risk limitations. A full-time
risk manager coordinates safety and risk-awareness programs for parishes, schools and other organizations, and
also ensures compliance with environmental law.
In 2005, the Risk Management Trust continued to maintain its various deductibles at existing levels, in order to
minimize premiums paid to insurance companies. In addition, due to a favorable renewal of the workman’s compensation insurance program in June 2004 , the trust was able to
reduce related billings to the parishes, schools and agencies
of the Archdiocese in 2005.

Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Activities

AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Short term investments
Prepaid expenses & other assets
Due from parishes & other AOD
entities, net
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Due to other AOD entities
Estimated insurance claims
Total liabilities

$

3,481,956
2,028,191
75,787
75,244
1,562
5,662,740

$

$

203,647
39,395
1,149,282
1,392,324

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Total liabilities & net assets

June 30,
2005
$

4,881,734
60,003
117,631
2,628
5,061,996

$

$

1,049
2,165
1,149,028
1,152,242

5,662,740

2005
Support & revenue:
Self insurance premiums &
insurance
Investment income
Miscellaneous
Total support & revenue

$

Expenses:
Self insurance claims, premiums,
costs
Support & adminstrative
expenses
Total expenses
Increase in net assets

$

2004

3,318,997 $
94,687
4,470
3,418,154

3,761,367
32,931
25
3,794,323

2,856,536

3,142,029

200,956
3,057,492

220,416
3,362,445

360,662 $

431,878

3,909,754

4,270,416
$

2004

$

5,061,996

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER MANAGEMENT CORPORATION
Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Activities

AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005

Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Prepaid expenses & other assets
Notes, contributions, accounts
receivable, net
Due from other AOD entities &
parishes
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

The Archdiocese of Denver Management Corporation
(the Management Corporation) is a Colorado nonprofit
corporation that provides finance, payroll, accounting,
real estate, construction, planning, human resources, and
other management services to the Archdiocese, its parishes and its affiliated entities, pursuant to service agreements. The Management Corporation “breaks-even” as it
charges its operating costs to the various archdiocesan
entities to which it provides services.

Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Funds held in trust for others
Due to other AOD entities
Obligation under capital leases
Total liabilities

$

$

187,134
63,775

$

264,851
42,966

35,603

23,079

111,623
183,173
581,308

201,375
117,236
649,507

$

Support & revenue:
Program & service income
Miscellaneous
Total support & revenue

365,426
799
210,574
4,509
581,308

Net assets:
Unrestricted

$

S

581,308

4,193,549
4,510
4,198,059

$

3,900,731
1,398
3,902,129

4,198,059

3,902,129

Total expenses

4,198,059

3,902,129

$

-

$

-

346,750
799
270,837
31,121
649,507
-

-

Total liabilities & net assets

$

Expenses:
Support & adminstrative
expenses

Change in net assets
S

2004

2005
2004

S

649,507

CAMP ST. MALO CATHOLIC RETREAT, CONFERENCE & SPIRITUAL CENTER
Camp St. Malo
Retreat Center (St.
Malo) is a Colorado
nonprofit corporation
that provides an inspirational setting for religious and spiritual
gatherings. Located
on 160 acres at the
base
of
Mount
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR Meeker, it is surrounded by the Roosevelt National Forest and Rocky Mountain
National Park. Pope John Paul II stayed at St. Malo in 1993
and hiked a trail which bears his name.
With 49 rooms, four conference rooms, a large gathering
area and two chapels, it operates year round and is easily
accessible on Highway 7, close to Allenspark.
St. Malo is operated by the Christian Life Movement
(CLM) and the Sodalitium Christianae Vitae (SCV), a society of apostolic life. Four consecrated laymen and a priest
of SCV live on site and are dedicated to serving guests and
providing retreats and spiritual exercises for groups and
individuals. Daily Mass, confession and frequent adoration of the Blessed Sacrament are a blessing available to
guests at St. Malo. There are also many weddings held in St.
Catherine’s Chapel, a beautiful and historic chapel dating
back to 1935.
St. Malo posted its first positive operating results since
2002 (excluding depreciation) of $85,586 during fiscal
2005.

In addition, the number of guests increased in fiscal
2005 by 30 percent to 13,000; two-thirds of those attending
St. Malo are Catholics; Hispanics are close to 10 percent;
and 149 individuals had retreats or spiritual exercises in fiscal 2005.
The Archdiocese, the SCV community and CLM share

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Inventories
Accounts receivable
Property & equipment, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable & accrued
expenses
Advance deposits on room
rentals
Due to other AOD
Total liabilities

$

S

$

100,095
48,782
49,427
3,441,716
3,640,020

66,683

$

S

$

$

3,640,020

2004
62,284
29,790
53,729
3,593,450
3,739,253

35,062

3,591,731
3,591,731

3,427,849
3,327
3,431,176
$

Statement of Activities
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
Support & Revenue:
Support:
Contributions

112,460
147,522

89,949
52,212
208,844

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

June 30,
2005

the goal of making St. Malo a leading Catholic retreat and
spiritual center to serve the needs of the people of the
Archdiocese and the Catholic Church.

3,739,253

2004

2005
$

$

17,334

6,513

Revenue:
Lodging & food service income
Other
Total revenue
Total support & revenue

775,734
133,422
909,156
926,490

657,973
112,250
770,223
776,736

Expenses:
Food service
Gift shop
Operations & housekeeping
Marketing & administrative
Total expenses

261,647
29,042
319,761
230,454
840,904

273,077
28,716
276,950
255,677
834,420

Results from operations before
depreciation expense & other
transfers

85,586

(57,684)

Transfers to (from) AOD entities
or CLM
Depreciation expense

78,088
168,052

(32,949)
185,264

Decrease in net assets

$

(160,554)

$

(209,999)
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ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER WELFARE BENEFITS TRUST
The Archdiocese of Denver Welfare Benefits Trust (Welfare
Benefits Trust) provides access to quality health care to over
1,700 archdiocesan, parishes and other entities’ employees.
Archdiocesan entities and parishes within the territory of
the Archdiocese pay premiums to the Welfare Benefits
Trust.The Welfare Benefits Trust is partially self-insured and
bears the financial losses on insurance claims up to certain
limitations of acceptable risk. Traditional indemnity insurance products cover losses exceeding the fund’s risk limitations.
Costs for medical care have risen dramatically in recent
years and have negatively impacted employer health plans
across the country. The Archdiocese’s plan has not been immune from this trend. Prior to July 1, 2004, it became necessary for the Archdiocese to advance the Welfare Benefits
Trust approximately $3 million as the trust was not self-supporting.
In order to ensure the long-term viability of the Welfare
Benefits Trust, the Health Care Committee of the
Archdiocese has taken significant steps to mitigate the impact of rising medical trend rates and control rising health
care premiums. The committee’s primary focus has been to
minimize costs to its participants, improve the financial
condition of the plan, reduce the plan’s current deficit and at
the same time preserve current participant benefit levels. In
2005, the committee also focused on and invested in im-

Statement of Financial Position
AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,
2005
Assets:
Cash & cash equivalents
Prepaid expenses & other assets
Short term investments
Accounts receivable - other
Due from parishes & other AOD
entities, net
Total assets
Liabilities & net assets:
Accounts payable
Estimated insurance claims
Due to AOD
Note payable
Total liabilities

$

$
$

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities & net assets

$

$

4,317,434
41,711
2,028,191
288,570

2004

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

proving communications to employee participants in the
Welfare Benefits Trust so that there is a better understanding
of the benefit package offered by the Trust. Initial results
from these changes have been very positive for the financial
condition of the Welfare Benefit Trust in 2005 and 2004. The
Trust generated positive cash flows for the first time in over
three years in 2004 and is financially solvent as of June 30,
2005.

2,725,029

Statement of Activities
110,463

275,489
6,951,395

176,797
3,012,289

26,525
1,999,307
2,777,213
360,000
5,163,045

1,876,499
2,777,213
360,000
5,013,712

1,788,350
1,788,350

(2,001,423)
(2,001,423)

6,951,395

3,012,289

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
2004

2005
Revenue:
Self insurance premiums &
insurance
Investment income
Total revenue

$

Expenses:
Self insurance claims,
premiums, costs
Support & administrative
expenses
Total expenses

16,320,225
89,284
16,409,509

$

15,089,355

12,239,624
380,112
12,619,736
$

Increase in net assets

3,789,773

15,089,355

11,655,799
268,956
11,924,755
$

3,164,600

JOHN PAUL II CENTER FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION
The John Paul II Center, a Colorado nonprofit corporation, is located at 1300 S. Steele St., the site of the former St. Thomas Seminary. The John Paul II Center provides Catholics with a gathering place for meetings,
media education, liturgies, and classroom instruction
in Scripture and Church doctrine. The John Paul II
Center is also the facility for marriage preparation classes, the St. John Vianney and Redemptoris Mater seminaries, and the Catholic Biblical School. The Pastoral
Center of the Archdiocese of Denver is located at the
John Paul II Center, and the center also houses the
Archbishop Vehr Theological Library. The Vehr Library
contains 140,000 volumes and is considered the finest
such resource between Chicago and Los Angeles.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Activities

AT JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2005 AND 2004
June 30,

Assets
Property & equipment, net

$

2,556,400

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Total net assets

2,543,630
2,543,630

2,556,400
2,556,400

Expenses:
Program expenses
General & administrative
Total expenses

Total liabilities & net assets

$

2,543,630

2,556,400

Increase (decrease) in net assets

2,543,630

$

2004

2005
Revenue:
Grants & contributions
Total revenue

2004

2005

$

-

$

12,779
12,779

12,770
12,770
$

(12,770)

78,327
78,327

$

65,548

ARCHDIOCESAN
FINANCE COUNCIL &
ITS SUBCOMMITTEES
Canon Law requires every diocese to have a
Finance Council (the Council). In the Archdiocese
of Denver, the Archdiocesan Finance Council
(AFC) functions in accordance with a written
charter.
The AFC provides policy guidance for the work
of subcommittees. Currently, 14 individuals
serve on the AFC, including 12 lay people. In addition, 30 lay, clergy and religious leaders serve on
its various subcommittees. The AFC meets at least
quarterly and functions as an advisory board to
the archbishop. Its duties include reviewing the
financial and operational performance of the
Archdiocese and all public juridic persons established by canon law and the archbishop. Such review is conducted through a series of reports submitted by the committees that are intended to advise the archbishop on significant financial matters.
Council members represent a broad cross section of Catholic senior business executives from
small, medium, and large-sized companies of
northern Colorado. Professionals practicing in
the fields of law, accounting, investment and real
estate management are also members. Most have
served on their respective parish councils,
Catholic agencies or other nonprofit boards of directors. It should also be noted the Archdiocese
has a governing body of priests which serves as
the Archbishop’s College of Consultors and
which also provide advice and guidance on the finances of the Archdiocese as well. The work of
the five sub-committees of the AFC is a key element in developing and fine-tuning the strategy
used to address the various resource issues confronting the Archdiocese. Each committee chairperson is a member of the AFC and provides
quarterly updates on their respective committee’s
activities to the council.
While these five subcommittees are the primary
advisory bodies to the AFC, the work and service
provided by the members of the Building
Committee, the Health and Welfare Benefits
Trust Committee, the Priest Retirement and Lay
Pension Committees are integral to the ongoing
stewardship efforts of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Finance Council
Gerald J. Laber, Chair
John P. Box
Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
Lowell A. Hare
David A. Holden
John A. Ikard
Lawrence F. Johnston
William E. Keefe
Rev. Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar
Gerald J. Picerno
Michael J. Polakovic
Jennifer L. Neppel
Kathleen M. Spurck
Nick J. Zieser
Investment Committee
Jennifer L. Neppel, Chair
John R. Buck
Rev. Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar
Michael C. Jackson
Nick J. Zieser
Eric Zellweger
Accounting and Audit Committee
William E. Keefe, Chair
James L. Burdick
Stanley DiCicco
Rev. Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar
Elizabeth M. Sellyei
William G. Trainor

Irrevocable Revolving Fund Trust
Management Committee
Rev. Robert Amundsen
David A. Holden
Rev. Robert J. Kinkel
Rev. Frank Maroney
Project Review and Finance
Committee
Kathleen M. Spurck, Chair
Jennifer Brown
Rev. Tim Gaines
Tom Lacy
Deacon Charles Parker
Sam N. Perry
Louis Sass
Richard Schierburg
Real Estate Committee
John P. Box, Chair
Karl Berg
Rev. Msgr. Edward Hoffman
Robert Eck
Brooke B. Leer
Sam N. Perry
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Beloved Denver priest installed as bishop The coat of arms of Sioux City, Iowa, Bishop R. Walker Nickless
PAUL J. SULLIVAN cause the Sioux, which means
of Sioux City in joyous ordination Mass BYTheDEACON
coat of arms of Sioux City, “little snakes,” was applied to
Nearly 1,000 faithful fill
Sioux City’s largest church to
witness episcopal ordination
of Bishop Nickless
BY JEANETTE R. DEMELO

SIOUX CITY, Iowa — In a
solemn Mass containing an ancient ordination rite rich in symbolism, Denver native and former
priest of the Denver Archdiocese
Msgr. R. Walker Nickless was installed the bishop of the 104-yearold Diocese of Sioux City, Iowa, in
the Church of the Nativity Jan. 20.
Bishop Nickless, 58, accepted
with joy and some nervousness,
laughter and a few tears — and
above all a visible love of God —
the high call to the fullness of the
priesthood.
In its largest church, nearly
1,000 people from the Sioux City
Diocese, and Denver family,
friends, co-workers and more
than 150 clergy gathered to witness the installation of the seventh bishop of the diocese, which
had gone without a shepherd for
22 months.
“We rejoice that the local
church of Denver, has so generously given us one of their very
own for service in the Diocese of
Sioux City,” proclaimed Msgr.
Roger Augustine, who served as

diocesan administrator during
the longest episcopal vacancy in
the United States.
“With joy we gather today to
proclaim God’s love and care for
the Church,” Msgr. Augustine
continued in his welcoming address.
In a homily that described the
episcopal call in both its
grandeurs and sacrifices, ordaining bishop Archbishop Jerome
Hanus of Dubuque, Iowa, metropolitan of the state, recalled Jesus’
words to his apostles, read during
the Gospel: “It was not you who
chose me, but I who chose you.”
“Bishop Nickless, the Lord Jesus
has called you; your vocation
comes from him,” Archbishop
Hanus told the new bishop. “The
Holy Spirit will anoint you and
give you strength.”
Addressing the congregation he
then said, “The priest who will be
ordained during this ceremony to
serve as bishop of Sioux City did
not choose himself. When he got
the news from the pope’s representative, informing him of the
Holy Father’s decision, it was not
because he had any ambition to
be bishop. Like most of us who
have received a similar call, there
was plenty of hesitation and
doubt and fear.
“One says yes, only out of love
of Christ and his Church,” said

See Installation, Page 16

Iowa, Bishop R. Walker Nickless
consists of a shield with symbols, a
motto scroll and external ornaments.
By heraldic tradition, the arms of
the bishop are joined or impaled
with the arms of his jurisdiction. In
this case, these are the arms of the
Diocese of Sioux City, seen in the
left side of the shield.
These arms are composed of a
gold (yellow) field which display
three red snakes. Each snake has
its tail in its mouth, encircling a red
cross with each arm ending in
what looks like a lily. These snakes
form the arms of the diocese be-

the Dakota, Lakota and
Nakota nations by the
Chippewa tribe to distinguish
them from the Iroquois, the
“big snakes.” Each of the
snakes is arranged in a circle, an
ancient Native American symbol
for eternity, acknowledging that
all aspects of life are part of the
one “Circle of Life.” The snakes
encircle a cross, the symbol of
the Christian faith. By the
joint use of these symbols we
are reminded of the words
of St. Augustine: “To prefigure Christ’s Cross, Moses,

See Coat of Arms, Page 12

1 2 l O R D I N AT I O N O F B I S H O P R. WA L K E R N I C K L E SS

JANUARY 25, 2006 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Coat of Arms
From Page 11

by the merciful command of God,
raised aloft upon a pole the image
of a serpent in the desert, that the
likeness of sinful flesh, which must
be crucified in Christ, might be prefigured.”
The upper third of the diocesan
arms, known as a “chief,” is red and
has placed on it three gold crowns
to signify the Magi. These three
men from the East had the identity
of Christ manifested to them and
are celebrated on the feast of the
Epiphany each year. By the use of
these crowns, the three kings are
acknowledged as the patrons of
Sioux City’s Cathedral of the
Epiphany.
For his personal arms, Bishop
Nickless employs a design that represents his heritage and ministry in
Christ’s holy priesthood.
On a silver (white) field, the outline of a cross in red has the outline
of four circles conjoined, also outlined in red. In the center of the
four circles is a heart, pierced by a
golden sword and emblazoned
with the letter “M,” symbolizing his
devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. This entire representation is
taken from the embroidery and appliqué of a priestly vestment worn
by St. John Vianney. St. John
Vianney, on whose feast Bishop
Nickless was ordained a priest, is
the patron saint of parish priests
and the patron of Bishop Nickless’
childhood parish and school.
Bishop Nickless has always looked
to this saint as a model and inspiration in his priesthood, desiring to
be a holy priest for God’s holy people through the maternal mediation of Mary, the Mother of God
and of priests.
In the quarters that are formed
by the outlined cross are four
Colorado Columbine blossoms as
they would appear in nature. These
images of the state flower of
Colorado
represent
Bishop
Nickless’ life and priestly ministry
in Colorado.
For his episcopal motto, Bishop
Nickless has chosen the phrase:
“Speak the truth in love” (Eph 4:15).
By the use of these words from St.
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, he
wants to express how his teaching
as bishop will be nothing other
than the truth of Christ and his
Church. This truth is sometimes
hard to hear and put into practice
and so must always be spoken in
love. In the end, truth and love are
one and the same, namely Jesus
Christ our Lord.
The heraldic achievement is
completed with external ornaments. First, a gold processional
cross, placed in back of and extending above and below the
shield. Second, the pontifical hat
called a “gallero,” is featured in
green with its six tassels in three
rows on either side of the shield.
These are the heraldic insignia of a
prelate of the rank of bishop by instruction of the Holy See of March
31, 1969.
Deacon Paul J. Sullivan is a permanent deacon of the Diocese of
Providence, R.I.
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Humor and prayer mark prayer vigil for Bishop-elect Nickless
BY JEANETTE R. DEMELO

SIOUX CITY, Iowa — “Which
part of the body of Christ is the
bishop? Is he the mind of Christ?
The voice of Christ? The heart of
Christ?” asked Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
during his homily at the prayer
vigil Jan. 19 the evening before
the episcopal ordination of
Denver priest Msgr. R. Walker
Nickless as the new bishop of
Sioux City, Iowa.
The nearly 800 people crowded into Sioux City’s Cathedral of
the Epiphany for vespers responded with surprise and
laughter when Archbishop
Chaput answered his rhetorical
question.
“I think the role of the bishop
is best symbolized by the liver,”
he told the congregation. After
the laughter died down, he delivered his point, “The liver is really important ... if you lose your
liver, you die really quickly.”
The liver, the Denver archbishop explained, takes all the
poison and impurities out of the
body and cleanses it. Likewise,
that’s what bishops are called to
do.
“To clean out the Church,”
Archbishop Chaput asserted, “so
it can be free to be the body of
Christ.”
The archbishop went on to
commend the character and
ability of Bishop Nickless, who
previously
served
the
Archdiocese of Denver as vicar
general, vicar for clergy and
seminarians, a member of the
college of consultors and a pastor.
“I woke up one morning in
November and realized one of
my arms was missing,” said the
archbishop, commenting that
change was always a mixture of
sadness and joy.
To the people of Sioux City,
Archbishop Chaput, implored,
“Support and love him earnestly
from the heart, which I assure
you is the way he will love you.”
Eighteen bishops joined
Archbishop Chaput in the sanctuary of the century-old cathedral lit only by candles and dim
lights. Vespers, the traditional
evening prayers of the Church,
were prayed simply and solemnly as the archdiocesan choir led
the congregation in the singing
of the psalms. Unlike the ordination Mass the next day, the
prayer vigil was open to the general public.
Archbishop Chaput sat in the
finely carved dark wooden episcopal chair, which would be
moved early the next morning to
the larger Church of the Nativity,
where the ordination would take
place so as to accommodate the
nearly 1,000 invited guests.
Following his homily, where
he explained the meaning of
each of the symbols of the episcopal office, Archbishop Chaput
blessed with holy water the ring,

his flock toward God’s truth, the
archbishop told the congregation.
To remind the bishop of his
duty to teach truth with conviction and courage, he will wear
the miter, said the archbishop.
And finally, on his heart, he will
wear the pectoral cross, he
added.
Taking the pulpit at the close
of the vigil prayer, Bishop-elect
Nickless followed up on the
archbishop’s humorous analogy

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SOME 800 FAITHFUL attended the prayer vigil for Bishop-elect R.
Walker Nickless in the Cathedral of the Epiphany in Sioux City, Iowa,
on Jan. 19.
staff, miter and pectoral cross
that would be presented to the
new bishop the next day.
The ring, the archbishop explained, is a sign of the bishop’s

authority, but also a sign of his
marriage and fidelity to the local
church.
The staff is a sign of the bishop
as teacher, pulling and pushing

of a bishop.
“Even though I am the son of a
butcher, I never thought of myself as a liver ... I can’t even stand
the smell of it,” he said.
Becoming more serious, he
told the congregation of the
trepidation that followed the
Nov. 10, 2005, announcement
from Pope Benedict XVI of his
appointment as bishop of Sioux
City.
Reading from his breviary a

See Vigil, Page 15
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Local jeweler creates unique episcopal ring
BY ROXANNE KING

At his installation Mass last
week, the first insignia presented
to newly ordained Bishop R.
Walker Nickless as a symbol of his
distinctive place in the Church was
his episcopal ring. The special ring
was created by an artisan in the
Denver Archdiocese.
A Denver native, the new bishop
of Sioux City, Iowa, entrusted the
extraordinary task of creating the
ring to friend John W. Purvis III,
owner of Purvis Jewelers in
Lakewood.

SIOUX CITY, IOWA, Bishop R.
Walker Nickless' ring was created by Lakewood jeweler John
W. Purvis III. The 18-karat gold
ring features a purple diamond
in the center of a large cross.
Etched into the sides are an
"M" for Mary, which is surmounted by a cross with a small
white diamond in the center.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PAM PURVIS

“I’d never designed one before,”
Purvis told the Register, explaining
that he and the then bishop-elect
got the ideas for their design from

episcopal jewelry catalogs.
Bishop Nickless’ ring is one of a
kind. And Purvis, 52, believes it
might be the only one he’ll ever

have the privilege of creating.
“I got to do this one because
Bishop Nickless knows me,” he
said. “I felt like this was a once in a
lifetime opportunity.”
Not only is the design unique,
but so is the stone. The 18-karat
gold ring features a purple diamond set high in the center of a
wide cross whose arms are all the
same length and which all end
with an inward curve.Etched into
the sides are an "M" for Mary,
which is surmounted by a cross
with a small white diamond in
the center.
Most episcopal rings feature
amethysts, as purple is the color
for bishops. Because amethysts
are a fairly soft stone, with a hardness of 7, Purvis recommended a
diamond, which has a hardness of
10 and should provide a lot more
years of wear.
“He probably has the only bishop’s ring with a diamond,” the selftaught jeweler said, chuckling.
Those familiar only with white
or yellow diamonds might be surprised to know that in their natural
state they come in a wide variety of
colors, said Purvis, including purple.
“Diamonds come in every single
color you can think of,” he said.
According to Purvis, his store
has the largest selection of natural
colored diamonds in Colorado.
Despite that, Bishop Nickless’ diamond was irradiated to give it its
plum color. The lab-created color
is more affordable than a natural-

colored stone, explained the jeweler.
From design to completion,
Purvis said the handmade ring
took him about nine hours to
make.
Inscribed inside the ring is
Bishop Nickless’ episcopal motto,
“Speak the truth in love” (Eph
4:15). The jeweler, who isn’t
Catholic, said the motto speaks
volumes about the kind, holy
priest he knows.
About his own faith struggle,
Purvis recalled the priest would assert, “‘John, God has a plan for
you.’”
“He believes I’ll find faith some
day,” Purvis added, “that God has
his own timeframe. He thinks I just
need to keep searching it out and it
will come.”
Although Purvis himself isn’t
Catholic and doesn’t practice any
religion, he got to know the bishop
from occasionally attending Mass
with family members who are
Catholic, including his wife and
son, who worship at the prelate’s
former parish, Our Lady of Fatima
in Lakewood.
During the Jan. 20 episcopal ordination Bishop Nickless was invested with three items that indicate he holds the fullness of the
rank of Holy Orders: the ring, miter
and crosier (bishop’s staff). The
first to be presented was the ring.
In giving it, the ordaining prelate
explained that it is the sign of the
new bishop’s fidelity to his bride,
the Church, and his role to protect
her.
“He’s up to the task,” Purvis said.
“I think he’ll do a great job.”
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BISHOP-ELECT R. WALKER
NICKLESS addresses the congregation during the vigil service.

Vigil
From Page 13
passage from the day’s morning
prayer, he reassured the congregation of his present consolation
and trust.
The remarks of the soon-to-be
bishop were well received and
his own consolation was shared
by his new parishioners.
“Sioux City has been without a
bishop for a long while. It is not
good to be without a leader,” said
Paul Whitley, a parishioner of the
cathedral, who attended the vespers.
“It was beautiful,” Whitley, said
as vigil prayer ended. He leaned
over to his friend and fellow
parishioner, Sister Mary Cox, and
told her that she should feel confident now.
“We were beginning to feel like
second-class citizens,” said Lou
Roach of Blessed Sacrament
Parish in Sioux City. “The longest
time (two years) without a bishop was here in the Sioux City
Diocese.”
“It is really nice to have a bishop. And a holy man,” she said,
adding, “he looks like a really
holy man.”
Denver friends and former
parishioners of Our Lady of
Fatima Parish in Lakewood,
Colo., were also satisfied with the
bishop-elect’s remarks and his
confidence. After the vigil, they
spoke about their former pastor’s
use of humor and his down to
earth attitude during his remarks. They had already recognized the reasons for the confidence in the bishop-elect that
the new parishioners were now
realizing. They had already been
blessed by him.
“We knew when we built our
chapel that God would shower us
with extraordinary blessings,”
said Bob Zarlengo, a parishioner
and member of the finance
council at Our Lady of Fatima,
speaking of the recently completed adoration chapel commissioned by Bishop-elect
Nickless. “Some believe that the
first blessing was the elevation of
our pastor to bishop.”
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Installation
From Page 11
Archbishop Hanus as he told the
priests, deacons, religious and
laity of Sioux City that they would
be the objects of the new bishop’s
sacrificial love.
“He will show you the meaning
of those words: ‘No one has
greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends,’” noted
the prelate.
Archbishop Hanus then expounded on the threefold work of
a bishop — to teach, to sanctify
and to govern — duties that were
symbolized in the rite of ordination that immediately followed
the homily.
During the ceremony, papal
representative of the Apostolic
Nuncio of the United States Msgr.
Robert Evans, read the official
papal “bull” or apostolic letter appointing Bishop Nickless bishop
of Sioux City, which Pope
Benedict XVI signed Nov. 10,
2005.
Standing before Archbishop
Hanus, who was seated in the

Chair of the Bishop, brought from
the Cathedral of the Epiphany,
which was too small to host the
celebration, the then Bishopelect Nickless promised his faithful service to the diocese as a
shepherd and father. Supported
by the intercessions of the entire
congregation, the bishop-elect
prostrated himself on the ground
for the singing of the Litany of the
Saints.
Archbishop Hanus, assisted by
co-consecrators
Denver
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and Bishop Thomas
Tobin, a former classmate of
Bishop Nickless, and now bishop
of Providence, R.I., performed the
central acts of ordination — the
laying on of hands and the recitation of the third-century-old
Prayer of Ordination.
During
the
Prayer
of
Ordination, the Book of the
Gospels was held over the bishop’s head, signifying the bishop’s
duty to proclaim the Good News
of Jesus Christ. The signs of his
episcopal office were then presented to him — the ring symbolizing his marriage to the local
church, the miter reminding all of

the call to holiness, and the
crosier or pastoral staff, which
signifies the task of shepherding
or governing his people.
With tears in his eyes, Bishop
Nickless then assumed his cathedral chair and received the sign of
peace from all 34 of his fellow
bishops who were present.
Among those in attendance
were former bishop of Sioux City
Archbishop Daniel DiNardo,
coadjutor of Galveston-Houston;
Bishop Richard Hanifen of
Colorado Springs, Colo.; Bishop
Arthur Tafoya of Pueblo, Colo.;
former auxiliary bishop of Denver
Archbishop José Gomez of San
Antonio; and former Denver vicar
general Bishop Samuel Aquila of
Fargo, N.D.
At the close of the Mass, Bishop
Nickless responded to his new
diocese’s joyous welcome. He
told the congregation that he was
overwhelmed by the deep faith of
the people of Sioux City.
“For me serving the people of
this diocese is a gift, a privilege
and I pledge my life to that in the
coming years,” he said.
To the priests of Sioux City, 109
of which were gathered in the
church, he expressed his eagerness to collaborate and his promise of friendship and loyalty, assuring them that they already
were part of his daily prayers.
Making visible the sacrifice involved in responding to the call,
the new bishop’s sentiments dur-
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ing the celebration were not without tearful acknowledgements
and farewells. With a voice full of
emotion, he thanked his mother
and his father.
“Thank you for the love that has
deepened in me in the priesthood
throughout my vocation,” he
said. “Everything good in my life,
you helped me to create.”
He also thanked his five brothers and four sisters for their love,
support and good humor. During
the Mass, he accepted the offertory gifts from his nine siblings. All
of his many nieces and nephews
were also present.
Concluding his remarks, the
new bishop expressed gratitude
for his vocation and his mentors
in the episcopal call —
Archbishop Gomez, Archbishop
Chaput and Cardinal J. Francis
Stafford, archbishop emeritus of
Denver.
“I thank God for my priesthood
and for this new work, which I
don’t yet fully understand, which I
know he will guide me in,” Bishop
Nickless said. “I know God will
guide me because he has given
me the very best tutors.”
Seated from his episcopal chair,
the new bishop announced with
great fortitude, “The mission has
begun.”
Soon after, he processed
throughout the church, miter on
his head and staff in his hand,
blessing his new flock.
The Diocese of Sioux City,

which spreads over 14,518 square
miles, has 100,000 Catholics, 20
percent of the total population,
according to 2004 figures.
Representatives of each of the 124
parishes attended the ordination
Mass in the modern sphereshaped Church of the Nativity.
Some 100 more archdiocesan and
parish staff watched the ceremony via closed-circuit television in
the nearby education center.
The ordination was broadcast
live on the local NBC and CBS affiliate television stations, six
diocesan television networks and
a handful of radio stations. A live
Web cast was available on the
diocesan Web site, which received
over 1,200 hits.
Over 100 people from the
Archdiocese of Denver also attended. Among them were members of Arvada’s Shrine of St.
Anne, where Bishop Nickless had
served as a pastor in the 1980s,
and Lakewood’s Our Lady of
Fatima, where he was serving as
pastor when he received news of
his appointment as bishop.
“After all of the people we’ve
met, we can say they got the right
bishop. They got the guy they deserve,” said Deacon Richard
Borda, who was a Shrine of St.
Anne parishioner when Bishop
Nickless was pastor.
God has chosen Bishop
Nickless because he is such a
humble man, said Bob Zarlengo
of Our Lady of Fatima.
“He has been so embarrassed,”
Zarlengo said, “because they are
making such a fuss over him.”
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Service and Mass: St. Mary
Magdalene, 2771 Zenobia St., with
Father Sebastian Pelliter. Music by St.
Louis Praise Band. Call 303-432-2694
with prayer requests if unable to attend.
Jan. 28: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Father Andreas Hoeck will
lead the rosary and give the benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament.
Feb. 5: 3 p.m.
Ecumenical Healing Service: St.
Martin de Porrers, 3300 Table Mesa
Dr., Boulder. Music, scripture and a
message offered by Father Rich
Bledsoe. Call 303-499-7744.
Feb. 6: 6 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Council of Catholic Women: will be
meeting at Assumption Parish, 2361 E.
78th Ave. Meeting to follow continental breakfast.
Feb. 8: 9:30 a.m.
Spaghetti Dinner: Shrine of St. Anne,
McCormick Parish Center, 7555 Grant
Place, Arvada. Adults: $6.50. Children
10 and under: $3.00.
Feb. 12: Noon-6 p.m.

Nocturnal Adoration: Presentation of
Our Lady, 695 Julian St. Call Dick,
303-934-6029.
Thursday before each first Friday:
7:30-9 p.m.

Bridgeway Home Benefit Dinner: proceeds directly benefit the mother and
babies of Bridgeway Home. Cocktails,
silent auction, and dinner. $100 per
person. Call Bridgeway at 303-9690515.
Feb. 10: 5:30-11 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Meeting and Tour: Shrine of St. Anne

Open House: St. Louis Catholic School,
925 Grant Ave., Louisville. Meet teachers and tour facilities. Call 303-6666220.
Jan. 29: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Chili Cook-off: Notre Dame Catholic
School will be hosting its 11th annual
chili cook-off and salsa showdown.
2165 S. Zenobia St. Free of charge. For
more information and contestant registration, call 303-935-8810.
Feb. 4: 5-9 p.m.
Open House: hosted by St. Pius X
Catholic School, 13680 E. 14th Place,
Aurora. To schedule an individual
tour, call Mary Somers, 303-364-6515.
Jan. 29: 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Catholic School, 7320 Grant Place,
Arvada. Meeting includes information
on school philosophy, curriculum, discipline code and tuition. Tour will also
be provided to observe teachers and
students. Call 303-422-1800.
Jan. 31: 9 a.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Catholic Book Club: discussion of
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, by Anne
Rice. JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.
For more information contact Michael
Woodward, 303-715-3234.
Feb. 6: 7 p.m.
First Friday Forum: Sean Dalton, director of the Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry Office speaks on
“Youth Ministry: The Future of Our

Church.” JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St. Continental breakfast provided.
Feb. 3: Mass at 6:45 a.m.
Abbey of St. Walburga Weekend Re treat: “Chants of Holy Week and Easter,” 32109 N. U.S. Highway 287, Virginia
Dale. Cost: $35. Call 970-472-0612 or
visit www.walburga.org.
Feb. 11
Lenten Icon Workshop: Good
Shepherd Parish, 2626 E. 7th Ave.
Parkway. No previous experience in
painting or icon writing is required.
Tuition includes all materials. Cost:
$550. Deposit: $100. Call the
Archdiocesan Office of Liturgy, 303715-3156.
March 20-25

ENTERTAINMENT
St. Valentine’s Dance: St. Mary
Catholic Parish, 6853 S. Prince St.,
Littleton. Appetizer and beverages in-

cluded. Live music performed by The
Hot Tomatoes. Cost: $20 in advance,
$25 at the door.
Feb. 10: 8 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES AND TOURS
Holy Week and Easter Pilgrimage:
Experience Malta, where St. Paul was
shipwrecked. Group is limited to 16.
Call Father Gabriel Weber at 303-4550447.
April 6-18, 2006
Italy and Switzerland: Join the Travel
Club from St. Frances Cabrini Parish as
they travel to Rome, Milan and
Switzerland. Please contact Betty at
303-610-3522.
September 2006
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: The
group will be led by Tim Gray, director
of the Catholic Biblical School, and
Father Humberto Marquez. Call Ben
Lage, 303-715-3149.
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Father Jim Sunderland, S.J., former BRIEF
jail chaplain, will be missed by many Program for
Sunderland appearing in the
Denver Catholic Register in 1986, troubled
Jesuit Father Jim Sunderland, he was asked what led him to
an outspoken critic of the death choose his profession. He said it marriages
penalty and chaplain to Denver- was God’s providence.
BY JOHN GLEASON

area jails for many years, died Jan.
18 after a bout with pneumonia.
He was 81.
A Denver
native who
attended St.
Francis de
Sales Grade
School and
Regis Jesuit
High School,
F a t h e r
Sunderland
briefly atFATHER JIM
tended the
SUNDERLAND U.S. Military
Academy at West Point before deciding to become a priest. He attended St. Louis University where
he earned his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees, followed by a
theology degree at St. Mary’s
College in St. Mary’s, Kan.
Father Sunderland taught
English and was assistant principal at Kapaun High School in
Wichita, Kan., as well as teaching
religion at St. Louis University
High School. He was chaplain at
Desloge Hospital in St. Louis, St.
John’s Hospital in Springfield,
Mo., and St. Joseph Hospital in
Denver. But he will always be remembered as the archdiocesan
jail chaplain in the metro area for
many years.
In a spotlight of Father

“It was the feeling that I could
help others by being a Jesuit
priest and teacher,” he said.
“There are so many good things
(about it) but the best is being
able to serve those who don’t
have it so good.”
Father Sunderland was known
as a tireless worker, dedicated to
his jail ministry, and someone
who wasn’t given to a lot of ceremony. Jesuit Father John Waters
said what he would miss most
was Father Sunderland’s dedication as a priest.
“He was a gracious person; a
plain and ordinary individual
who didn’t really like a lot of fanfare,” Father Waters said. “He did
tremendous work in the area jails
for years. He’ll be missed by quite
a few people.”
A passionate opponent of capital
punishment,
Father
Sunderland would often be found
leading marches against the
death penalty and also holding
vigil outside penitentiaries where
death sentences were being carried out.
Father Sunderland is survived
by one sister, Dorothy Schulte of
Scottsdale, Ariz, and several
nieces and nephews. A rosary
was held Friday with funeral Mass
Saturday afternoon. Interment
was at Mount Olivet Cemetery.

Retrouvaille aims to help
couples to heal and
renew their marriage

Retrouvaille is a program designed to help couples renew
and heal their troubled marriage
and rediscover one another
through frank and open dialogue. The program consists of a
weekend experience with six follow-up sessions.
Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin and orientation, but is open
to married couples of all faith expressions. The program will help
couples discover how listening,
forgiveness, communication and
the dialogue process are powerful aids for building a loving and
lasting relationship.
The Retrouvaille programs for
2006 will begin with a weekend
experience
beginning
the
evening of Feb. 10 and ending
Feb. 12, and Sept. 15-17. The initial weekend experience will take
place at Embassy Suites Hotel,
4444 Havana St. in Denver. The
follow-up sessions will be held at
Sacred Heart of Mary Church,
6739 S. Boulder Road in Boulder.
For more information, call 1800-470-2230.

Mass

Dignitas

From Page 2

From Page 4

School in Englewood; Emily
Wheeler, seventh-grader at St.
Thomas
More
School
in
Centennial; Paul Martinez, seventh-grader at St. Louis School in
Englewood; and Elizabeth Miller,
seventh-grader from Nativity of
Our Lord School in Broomfield.
Miller was selected to read her
essay to the congregation, something she admitted was a little unnerving.
“I don’t usually speak in front of a
lot of people,” she said, “but it was
all very exciting; to come be a part
of this day and meet the archbishop.”
In her essay, Miller wrote, “We
need to think about what God did
for us … that he put us here for a
reason. …Life is worth living
through to the end. As Pope
Benedict XVI says, ‘Each of us is
willed, each of us is loved, each of
us is necessary.’”
Following Mass, a group of 40
students from Bishop Machebeuf
High School, led a procession to
the capital building where
Colorado Right to Life held its annual rally. The featured guest was
Columbine
parent
Brian
Rohrbough.
“The Supreme Court has a history of being wrong and they’re
wrong in ruling that a woman has a
right to murder her pre-born children,” Rohrbough said.
“We
should thank the Catholic Church
for standing strong; for their unwavering stance that all babies deserve protection.”

the consent given at marriage falls
short of binding people to the
covenant of marriage. In many
cases one of the marriage parties
failed to embrace the immediate
object — that is, the mutual giving
and acceptance of the parties.
Subsequently, their consent was
not to establish marriage with their
spouse but was for ulterior motives.
There is also a conscience factor.
Many of our Catholic brothers and
sisters who have been divorced and
— permitted by civil law — have
entered into another marriage, ask
for a declaration of nullity because
they know that a valid Catholic
marriage can only be one that is
celebrated according to the laws of
the Church.
In our own country we are
blessed that our ecclesiastical tribunals are functioning and accessible, hence the number of cases of
marital nullity and affirmative sentences differ than in other countries. “Dignitas Connubii” will help
our tribunal ministers of justice to
remain focused on the objective
truth. It will help bring clarity to judicial proceedings and will ensure
that our judicial ministers avoid
coming to hasty conclusions.
Very Rev. James Moreno, J.C.D., is
Judicial Vicar for the Archdiocese of
Denver. He heads the Metropolitan
Tribunal, the vicariate established
by canon law as the judicial arm of
the archbishop’s government of the
archdiocese.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

Fundraisers Needed

HELP
WANTED

P/T $6.00 an hour
plus incentives.
Computer knowledge
helpful.
Apply at: Association for
Senior Citizens
2839 W. 44th Ave. Denver,
CO 80211 or call
Janette 303-455-9635
from 8:30-3:00.

Arvada family
seeks F/T nanny for
3 children M-F 8-5.
Experience and
references required.
Start mid Feb.
Call 303-238-6540

SAN LUIS
FOR SALE
Crypt for sale.
FOR SALE
2 Cemetery Plots Manufactured Home
St Anthony
Mt. Olivet
Mausoleum.
4 Bedrooms, 2 baths,
Level C. Lake View. Sect. 33, Block 6, Great Rm, Morning Rm,
2 Decks for beautiful
Lot 60, Graves
Mt. Olivet
view of Mountains.
4
&
5.
$2100
ea.
Cemetery. $4500
Like New 12 1/2 acres.
No Transfer Fee Fenced. 303-683-0010
or best offer.
303-985-2159
1-970-249-6648
or 303-349-1655

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS &
REFINANCERS BEWARE!
FREE MONEY! Secrets
Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!

Accidents
Family Law

SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpaying on your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE
money! Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To
get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline

Karen Buck

1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111
This is a no-obligation community service.

Law Office of
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Classics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409
United Children’s Fund, Inc.
www.unchildren.org

- DENTURE
REPAIRS -

DIRECTOR OF LITURGY
AND MUSIC MINISTRIES
Parish of 1800 households is seeking a full-time
Director of Liturgy and Music Ministries.
Responsibilities include planning and
coordinating parish liturgies and ritual
celebrations; formation and coordination of all
liturgical ministries; recruitment, coordination
and scheduling of music ministers.
Qualifications: requires a degree in theology,
liturgy or related field and musical training
and/or ability to work collaboratively.
Start date: July 1, 2006.
Application deadline: March 7, 2006.
Send resume and references to:
Director of Liturgy and Music Ministries
Search Committee,
Immaculate Heart of Mary Cahholic Church,
790 26 1/2 Road, Grand Junction, CO 81506
or e-mail to mnovotny@ihmgjt.org.

Christopher C. Felton, P.C.
Attorney at Law

MOST DONE WHILE
(303) 295-8988
YOU WAIT
Also: dentures, partials,
Criminal Defense • Family Law
crowns, bridges, root
canals, implants, children, Personal Injury • Worker’s Compensation
cosmetic dentistry.
Real Estate-Construction Law
Friendly staff.
Civil Litigation
2121 S. Downing Street e
y

303-733-8885

Serving the Denver Community Since 1988
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage

Williams & Sons
Electric

Sales & Service
Since 1994

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

SKUL PLUMBING

• Owner Operated
• Repair/Remodel
Add’l Circuits,
Lighting,
• Licensed/Insured
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
• Senior Discount
TUBS, Room Additions
Door Company Service
Upgrades a Specialty • Over 25 Yrs.
Free Estimates
Combined Exp.
303-989-6040 303-762-9484
• Visa - Mastercard

303-422-2097

Open at 6:30 am for your convenience

Now! Order service online at www.braconier.com

Remodeling
Call: Jack

40 yrs. experience

Quality Work

•BASEMENTS
•ROOM ADDITIONS
•KITCHENS •BATHROOMS

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

(303) 937-8854

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

Tile/Grout

Light fixtures, Switches,
Outlets, Phone,
Internet, Video, Repair,
Replacements, Add-ons.
Small residential jobs only.
Sr. or Veteran Discount
Professional Results.
5 Year Warranty
Bob Brown
720-560-3192

Res. & Comm. Wiring

Quick, prompt, professional electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
at cost) Free quotes.

HANDYMAN
Minor
Remodeling

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

CJ Roofing Company

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products
Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters, Siding
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

COMPLETE
KITCHEN &
BATH
REMODEL

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts

Problems

HOMEOWNER’S INTERIORS

www.cjroofing.com

CALL NOW!

24 Hour Service
Phone:303-777-3037

Ceramic Tile • Tubs and Showers
Floors • Walls • Countertops
• Sheet Vinyl Flooring • Etc.

Quality Installation at a Reasonable Price

Winter Specials - 303-756-5908

303-394-2802

59 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,

REMODELERS SUPPLY

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!

Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

720-201-0997
Don’t Sweat the Small
Stuff . . . That’s Our Job!

Denis
& Rita

Cleaning Services

We supply everything.
apartments, homes, offices
Move ins/outs, Metro area

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOME CARE 303-507-4094
& CLEANING
Insured • Bonded

Family business since 1997

Bonded & Insured

Call for free estimates

303.956.7076
303.400.8422

Risen Christ Parishioners

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Manuel Reeves

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext

PAINTING

Bonded & Insured

Where your business
is always appreciated!

FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES

One-time/weekly/monthly

References Available

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

•MECHANICAL
CONTRACTING
•TENANT FINISH
•FULL SERVICE
PLUMBING,
HEATING,
AIR CONDITIONING
& REFRIGERATION
FAX: 303-744-3155

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office
Free Estimates

UPHOLSTERY
NO LABOR
CHARGE
Specials

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
WINTER DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE
November-March
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

J&G
Upholstery
formerly Custom Design &

Colorado School Upholstery
All you pay for
Is Fabric and Supplies Complete Furniture
& Upholstery
100’s of samples
Senior Discounts

P.U & Del. Available

Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

720-366-5564

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
IS BOOMING!
We provide all you need to own
your own successful business:
Guaranteed Customers
Training & Support
Financing for as low as $950 Down

Call TODAY:
720-962-9060
www.jan-prodenver.com

720-290-3502 Juaquin & Gil Garcia
Thank You
Thank you
THANK YOU
St. Jude
Heavenly Father
St. Anthony
ST.JUDE
St. Monica, Jesus, for my outcome of
FOR
Mary and Joseph my medical results.
PRAYERS
for prayers
My family and I are
ANSWERED.
granted.
very greeatful to
Thank You Lorrd.
R.B.M.
you. LAT
K.B.

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

Heavenly Father
We pray to you for the Padilla Family.
Please help them mend their broken
hearts. Let them know that their
son/grandson “Pancho” is with you
now. Let us all help them through
their sorrow and pain.
God Bless them all.
All Our Love. The Trujillo’s
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