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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA preschoolers perform an enchanting dress rehearsal of the Nativity Dec. 15 on the
school stage. Here, angels and stars fill the sky as, from right, Joseph (Isaac Garcia, 4) watches over Mary (Alyssa
Iacovetta, 5) and the newborn Jesus while a shepherd (Emmanuel King, 4) ponders the sight. The feast of the
Nativity, observed Dec. 25, commemorates the birth of Christ. It is a holy day of obligation.
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On Christmas, compassion
and immigration reform
At Christmas every year, the Gospel reminds us that Mary and
Joseph found no room at the inn, Jesus was born in a stable, and he
lived his earliest years as a refugee. The real Christmas story has
very little to do with expensive presents. It has everything to do
with God’s mercy and our mission of sharing that mercy with others.
A family I know has a son named Robert. Robert was born in
Juarez, Mexico. He’s 17 years old, and he’ll graduate from a Denver
public high school next spring. An excellent student, he hopes one
day to become a physician. He works hard. He’s well liked by his
fellow students and teachers. He has friends of all races.
Robert was 3 years old when his parents crossed the border into
the United States. His parents arrived without papers and brought
their family along. They set down roots and raised Robert well. Like
his parents, he’s undocumented, but he speaks English better than
Spanish. He’s proud of the values of this country and feels, speaks,
and lives as an American. In fact, he identifies himself more as an
American than as a Mexican.
Unfortunately, some months ago Robert discovered that because
of his “illegal” status, he won’t be able to attend college. He doesn’t
have a social security number. Therefore he can’t get student financial assistance. So it really doesn’t matter how smart or dedicated
he is.
Robert is a real person. There’s nothing imaginary or overstated
about his dilemma. It’s bitterly concrete, and it could have lifelong
consequences. Like Robert, many other undocumented young
people — and not only Hispanics — see their dreams of contributing to this country come crashing down, despite their talent and energy.
Current U.S. immigration laws lead them to fail. In effect, we penalize innocent young people for an illegal act committed by someone else, and often winked at by businesses and local law enforcement authorities — someone usually willing to work the tough, unseemly jobs and seeking no more than a chance to build a better
life. This doesn’t make sense. Wouldn’t it be more productive for
American society to accept these young people and give them a
chance to succeed?
Under current legislation, an undocumented student is — in effect — limited to finishing only high school. In practice, he has few
opportunities for further education in the United States, which is
the equivalent of a career death sentence. Nor does it matter if he’s
talented, virtuous and willing to change his life. Without proof of
legal status, there’s no legal employment, no student loans and
therefore no college.
Fortunately, two initiatives, one at the state level and another
under national discussion, would open opportunities for a better
life to young people like Robert. In Colorado, a push for “in- state
tuition” would allow undocumented students to pay in-state resident tuition. For many, that would put a college degree within financial reach. And, at the national level, the Dream Act would allow
those students who meet certain requirements to obtain legal residency in order to pursue their education and contribute positively
to the life and greatness of this country.
As Catholics, we need to think seriously about the human cost of
the continuing immigration debate. That doesn’t mean we should
be somber at Christmas this year, or refuse the joy at the center of
Christ’s birth — in fact, just the opposite. The real glory of
Christmas is the fact of God’s compassion toward all of us. He loved
us enough to send us his Son. No gift could be greater. He now invites us to deepen that gift by sharing it with others. How we
choose to do that, of course, is up to each of us. For me, it seems
obvious that we’re all better off having persons like Robert among us
— and at school, growing and contributing according to their talents.
Immigration reform can be as complex as it is urgent. Good people can legitimately disagree and take very different approaches to
the issue. Throwing open our borders and ignoring national security concerns is not the answer. No one can reasonably dispute that.
We need to respect and obey the law. But we also need laws that are

See Christmas, Page 4

‘Away in a Manger’
Preschoolers depict
the Nativity
BY JOHN GLEASON

“Away in a manger, no crib for
a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid
down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked
down where he lay; the little Lord
Jesus, asleep on the hay.” —
“Away in a Manger,” author of
first verses is unknown.
Seventeen preschoolers at St.
Catherine of Siena School were
in dress rehearsal Dec. 15 in
preparation for the annual allschool Christmas pageant the
following evening. The 3- and 4year-olds were presenting a
Nativity scene while singing
“Away in a Manger” and “The
Lord is Coming Soon.” But before the young entertainers
could march upstairs and take
to the stage, the shepherds had
to put the Play-Doh away and
wash their hands.
“I need everyone to line up
behind me,” said preschool
teacher Stephanie Koch. “We’re
going upstairs and I need everyone to sing out loud.”
Koch, a teacher for 15 years,
took over the new preschool
program when it began in
September. She said the children are very excited to be in the
show. They have been rehearsing their songs for a while, but
this is the first time they’ll be on
stage and in costume.
Four-year-old Isaac Garcia
portrays Joseph. He said he’s
been working real hard on his
songs.
“I’m ready,” he said.
Alyssa Iacovetta is one of the
older members of the group.
She just turned 5. Alyssa plays
Mary in the program and likes
all the songs she gets to sing, but
admits she does have one favorite.
“I like ‘Away in a Manger’ because I get to put Baby Jesus on
the hay.”
Fifteen grade schools in the
Denver
Archdiocese
have
preschools or pre-kindergarten
programs designed to get children ready for the structure of
grade school. They learn to lis-
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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA preschoolers perform a song during the
dress rehearsal for their Nativity play Dec. 15 on the school stage.
ten, to sit and work in a group
and, most important, to line up
in single file at the door when it’s
time
to
go
somewhere.
Preschool and pre-K programs
have been around for years, but
this it the first year for such a
program at St. Catherine’s.
Principal Dilia Taylor said it’s
been a long time in coming.
“We’ve wanted one for so long
and this year it happened,”
Taylor said. “We are so blessed.”
Last year, Koch taught fourth
grade, but she has experience
with much younger students as
the former director of a popular
neighborhood preschool. She
said the little children present
their own set of challenges. On
this particular day, the challenge
is to make sure the show goes
on.
Dress rehearsal is very important, Koch said. Not only do the
children have to remember the
words to all the songs, but also
where to stand at the same time.
“OK, now I need the shepherds to move over by the cows,”
Koch said, directing the kids to
their marks. “No, cows stay
where you are. Remember, this
is when you say, ‘Moo.’”
Thirty minutes later rehearsal
is over. Both director and principal are happy with the effort
and on Friday night, parents will
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ANGELS, from left, Jimmy Ortiz
Jr., Kaden Gardner and Angel
Chavez, all 4, get ready to take
the stage.
be charmed at how cute the kids
are in their costumes. But for
now, the children walk back to
their classroom to take off and
hang up their costumes.
Playing a cow or a star or a
shepherd takes a lot out of you.
Now it’s time to get out the PlayDoh and unwind. Rehearsal is
hard work.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 25: Midnight Mass at the cathedral (12 a.m.); Mass at the cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
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Immaculate Heart of Mary in Northglenn adopts New Orleans parish
BY JOHN GLEASON

More than anything the people of New Orleans want to get
things back to normal. Still digging out from the ravages of
Hurricane Katrina, some aspects
of life are returning. The mayor
is on television asking people to
come back; the French Quarter
is gearing up for Mardi Gras; and
the Commissioner of the
National Football League is evaluating the feasibility of the
Saints remaining in Louisiana.
But there are thousands of people who cannot return to their
homes yet. For them, relief is
coming at a snail’s pace.
When Hurricane Katrina
struck the Gulf Coast and levees
collapsed in New Orleans flooding block after block of homes
and businesses, people all over
the country wanted to know
what they could do to help. At
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Northglenn, parish
members met to discuss ways to
help. The first hurdle, according
to Director of Evangelization
Dave Pipp, wasn’t what to do. It
was getting in contact with
someone in the affected area.
“We wanted to do something,”
Pipp said, “but it was impossible
to get in touch with anyone
there. We searched on the
Internet and discovered that not
only was there a parish in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans
that’s also called Immaculate
Heart of Mary, it’s also located in
one of the most heavily damaged sections of the city. That’s
where we began.”
So, Immaculate Heart of Mary
in Northglenn “adopted” the
similarly-named church in New
Orleans with the intent of getting its sister parish back on its
feet. Last weekend a group from
Northglenn, led by pastor Father
Gregory Ames, traveled to New
Orleans to present a check in the
amount of $50,000. The priest
couldn’t believe what he saw.
“When we arrived at the
church, I was struck by the silence,” Father Ames said. “No
sounds of life; no birds, no dogs
barking. It’s like another world.
More than 100 days after
Katrina the wheels of government continue to turn slowly.
People want to rebuild, but are
being told they may have to raise
their houses seven feet to the
flood plain. In the area around
Immaculate Heart of Mary, most
residents
lost
everything.
Electricity and water have yet to
be restored, and people are getting angry because no one is
telling them how to proceed.
New Orleans parish member
Irving Johnson III is a photographer for Xavier University. He

Deepening faith
helped Brazilian say
yes to vocational call
The Denver Catholic Register is
running a series of profiles of the
men attending the two seminaries
of the Denver Archdiocese: St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary and Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary.
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THE INTERIOR of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in New Orleans, top, bears witness to the lingering,
devasting effects of Hurricane Katrina.

NORTHGLENN PASTOR Father Greg Ames, left, delivers a $50,000
check from his parishioners to New Orleans pastor Father Wayne
Paysse.
said that life in the suburbs is re- were fortunate enough to have
turning to normal. The story is flood insurance, but many do
not. I’m working out of Baton
different in town.
“When I cross the city line, it’s Rouge right now, so we can only
like entering a Third World na- drive to New Orleans once or
tion. There’s a six-hour curfew twice a week to clean things up.
every night because they don’t It’s going to take a long time.”
When the group toured the
want heavy traffic in an area that
has no working streetlights or church, the heartbreaking evitraffic signals. The mayor talks dence of Katrina still lingered.
about the French Quarter being Pipp said that even though the
up and running, trying to put a church was structurally sound,
positive spin on it, but many cit- the interior was in shambles.
“Pews had come up off the
izens are feeling left out.”
Johnson said his house is sal- floor and floated around the invageable, but he can’t begin to side before coming to rest in a
work on it until a survey team heap when the waters receded,”
determines whether or not he’ll he said. Books, hymnals and
church records were all dehave to raise it.
Juan Lizarrage is the president stroyed; Mass vestments ruined;
of the New Orleans parish coun- the statue of the Blessed Virgin
cil. When he and his wife Lynn couldn’t be found at all.
But not all spirit has been broreturned to the house they’d
lived in for 40 years, they discov- ken. In an effort to keep his
parish looking in the right direcered they’d lost everything.
“We don’t know the status of tion, Father Wayne Paysse, pasour home,” Lizarrage said. “We tor of the New Orleans church,

NOTICE
The Denver Catholic Register traditionally does not publish the last week of December or the first week of
January. The first issue of 2006 will be Jan. 11. The Register staff wishes all its readers a blessed Christmas
and a joyous new year.

DELIGHTED CHILDREN open
Christmas gift cards from
Northglenn parishioners during a
Mass in Baton Rouge for the
New Orleans parishioners.
celebrated a reunion Mass in
Baton Rouge. He contacted as
many parish members as he
could find. About 100 showed
up. When Father Ames presented Father Paysse with the
$50,000 check, many in the congregation gasped. They couldn’t
believe the generosity.
“We
also
distributed
Christmas cards made by the
students in our religious education program,” Pipp said. Each
card contained a gift card to WalMart.
Government response may
have been slow, but the reaction
of
the
parishioners
at
Immaculate Heart of Mary in
Northglenn was immediate, effective and the start of a journey
toward recovery with their newly
adopted parish in New Orleans.
Long-range plans call for a busload of volunteers to go down
next year to help with the
cleanup, Pipp said, and donations continue to be collected by
the church.
“This trip made a profound
impact on all of us,” Pipp said.
“We will be going back and we’ll
be going back soon.”

Name/Age:
William Clemence,
21
From: Brazil
Education/Degree:
Completed
one
year at Federal
University in Sao
Paulo, Brazil
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary
Why the priesthood?
By the time I started attending
school I had experienced the first
impressions that God was calling
me to the priesthood. I was not
sure about that calling, so I kept
this impression inside my heart. It
was like a secret between God and
me. Nobody was expecting this
choice of mine. Instead, they were
projecting a “successful” future for
me: a good job, a wife, children
and money.
When I attended a Neocatechumenal Way catechesis about the
history of salvation and God’s
great love for me, I felt pulled to
draw closer to God. I started to attend Mass more regularly and to
have a new experience inside the
Church. I realized that the people
who were following Jesus Christ
were truly happy; they were able
to live in the true freedom announced by Our Lord in the
Gospel. They really loved each
other. Seeing these signs of faith, I
found the courage to share my
thoughts about being called to the
priesthood. My family was distressed at first, but slowly they accepted it. Today they support my
call to the priesthood. They encourage me and pray for me.
What led you to enter the seminary?
With my family’s support, I
started to attend meetings with a
pre-vocational
(Neocatechumenal Way) team that helped me
to discern the authenticity of my
call. We prayed with the
Scriptures, we prayed vespers and
we celebrated Mass together. They
finally recommended that I attend
a pre-vocational retreat where I
would be accepted to enter into
the seminary.
What have been your impressions
so far?
My impressions so far are that
God is faithful and that he provides the best for me at the right
time. He calls me to be an adult
Christian, and also to give my life
in a special way — as a priest — for
the good of the Christian community. I believe that being a priest is
God’s plan for me and that if I accept this plan, he will help me all
the way.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Exaggerated love
Ten years ago, on the evening of December 6, 1995, Pope John
Paul II changed my life.
In May of that year, I had begun talking with his press
spokesman, Joaquin Navarro-Valls, about the necessity of a reliable papal biography — and the possibility that I might take on
such a project. Over dinner on December 6, and after Father
Richard John Neuhaus had raised the point, it was John Paul
himself who made it rather vigorously clear that he thought I
should write the story of his life and pontificate. He thus set me
off on the ten-year adventure that has continued beyond
Witness to Hope to the recently-published God’s Choice, which
tells the story of John Paul’s death and the election of Joseph
Ratzinger as his successor.
“What struck you most about John Paul II?” is a question I’ve
been asked innumerable times. Every year, Christmastime reminds me of the late pope’s profound faith in the Incarnation.
Karol Wojtyla loved the Christmas season and made it last as
long as possible — according to Polish custom, the decorations
stayed up and the carols were sung right through to February 2,
the liturgical feast of the Presentation of the Child Jesus in the
Temple. This affection for Christmas was far more than ethnic
habit, though. It grew from John Paul’s deep-set conviction that
in the birth of Christ we meet, in the flesh, the exaggerated infinity of God’s love.
Creation displays the boundlessness of that love — that’s what
Christians see, that’s the “design” we perceive, when we look at
the natural world. The Incarnation both confirms and takes us
far beyond that perception: here, in the child born to Mary of
Nazareth, we see the measureless love of God in the flesh, as one
of us. Like the Magi, we come to understand that God’s love is
not just (just!) infinite; its infinity is exaggerated, spilling beyond
the Infinite to embrace the finite, so that what is flesh and finitude is drawn up into the infinite life of Love itself. It’s because
of the manger that we can say, with the apostle John, “God is
Love.”
Like John Paul II’s, Benedict XVI’s pontificate will be Christcentered. Pope Benedict may stress the “scandal” of the
Incarnation — the “stumbling block” and “folly” that some find
in the claim that the Creator God entered the world in the person of his Son, so that the Son, through his obedient death,
might reconcile the world to Love itself. Yet Pope Benedict will
also insist that this scandal, which has challenged humankind
since St. Paul posed it to the Corinthians, is not a scandal
against reason; the mystery of the Incarnation, and the scandal
of the Cross to which the Incarnation inexorably points (as old
Simeon will remind Mary on Candlemas), is beyond reason. It is
not irrational; but the “reason” within the mystery and the scandal can only be grasped in an act of love.
Which is, after all, the Christian meaning of “mystery.” The
mysteries of the faith are not puzzles to be solved, in the manner of P.D. James’s Adam Dalgliesh. The “mysteries” (as the early
Church Fathers called the truths into which the newly-baptized
were initiated) are truths beyond reason — like the truth of
Christ’s real presence in the Holy Eucharist. And beyond reason
is not, as some 21st century thinkers insist, the realm of the irrational; beyond reason, although not against reason, is the realm
of love, in which, as St. Paul reminded those boisterous
Corinthians, we know even as we are known.
That is the truth on which John Paul II staked his life. That is
why every encounter of his papacy, from meetings with Ronald
Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev to an audience for the Italian
Union of Hairdressers, was an expression of his commitment to
invite everyone to St. Paul’s “more excellent way:” the way of divine love — a love of exaggerated infinity. That’s what I remember about John Paul II at Christmas. That’s the great message he
took to the world — as his worthy successor now does in his
turn, and in his distinctive way.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
Take back Christmas
We are witnessing a new battlefield in America — the war over
Christmas. Advocates on the one
side want government out of the
holiday; those on the other side
are determined to have Jesus,
Mary and Joseph in every public
square in the country. As strange
as it may seem, as a lifelong practicing Catholic, I agree with the
former, although for totally different reasons than they have set
forth.
It is time to take back Christmas
— the holy day. We do not need
the government to give us a holiday from work for us to have
Christmas. We do not have to
mortgage our homes to buy presents in order for us to celebrate the
birth of our Savior. We can take
back our holy day by refusing to go
along with the craziness around
us and by renewing the calmness
of the first Christmas night, of the
season of peace. I beg each governmental body to remove itself
from Christmas; I beseech every
mega-store to stop putting Jesus at
the center of its profit/loss statement.
If our family wants to see Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph, we can have our
own Nativity scene. If we want
“Merry Christmas” to resound
throughout the malls, we can start
by saying it to those around us. If
we want everyone to know it is the
season of Christ’s birth, we can live
good decent lives following his example, we can sing it out in our
parishes and we can take Jesus to
those who are ignorant of him.

THE SAINTS: ST. PETER CANISIUS
St. Peter
Canisius, called
the second
apostle of
Germany in
that his work
was like the
earlier work of
St. Boniface,
was born in the
Netherlands in
1521, the same year Martin
Luther broke with the Church. St.
Peter Canisius was a key figure in
the Catholic counter-reformation
in Germany. He once accused
himself of idleness but earned a
master’s degree at age 19 from
the University of Cologne.
He met Peter Faber, the first
disciple of St. Ignatius Loyola,
who influenced him so much that
he made a vow of celibacy in
1540 and became a Jesuit three

Jesus does not need a new religious war, even if it may arise out
of the best of motives.
Mary Anne Little
Denver

In thanksgiving
Thank you for your check of
$65,293.87 for a total contribution
of $65,293.87 to the 2005
Collection for the Church in Latin
America from the Archdiocese of
Denver. Our Committee on the
Church in Latin America is most
grateful for this assistance.
As you know, one of the committee’s major responsibilities is to
provide grants to projects which
address the pastoral needs of the

years later.
Peter dedicated his life to the
service of the truth. He opened
many colleges, engaged in
disputations and won many back
from heresy. His teaching was
clear and forceful and his life was
one of study, reflection, prayer
and writing.
Working in Poland, Switzerland,
Austria and Germany, he wrote
eight volumes of letters and a
catechism in language people
could understand.
An eloquent preacher and writer,
he also found time to visit
prisoners and the sick.
He died at age 76 on Dec. 21,
1597, and was canonized and
declared a doctor of the Church
in 1925.
The feast of St. Peter Canisius is
Dec. 21.

faithful in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Grants are awarded to
a range of requests such as, formation of 78 seminarians attending
Seminario Mayor Francisco Xavier
de Garaycoa in the Archdiocese of
Guayaquil in Ecuador and improvements to the Religious
Education program in the
Archdiocese of Cap-Haitien in
Haiti. Additional grants support
the formation of religious men
and women, catechists, and peace
and reconciliation endeavors.
It is through your support and
the generosity of the faithful in
your diocese that we have been
blessed with the ability to respond
effectively to these responsibilities
this year. I thank you in advance
for your ongoing leadership and
assistance in the years to come.
May the Lord continue to bless
you, your ministry and the
Catholic faithful of your diocese,
so that through the power of the
Holy Spirit we will all draw closer
together in communion and solidarity throughout this American
hemisphere.
Auxiliary Bishop John R.
Manz
Archdiocese of Chicago
Chair, Committee on the Church
in Latin America

Christmas
From Page 2

sensible, humane and just. The
dilemma of young people like
Robert doesn’t seem sensible, or
humane, or just.
Surely we can find some way to
help young people like Robert
make a decent life among us, and
still protect the safety of the country we call home, and love. This is
a task that awaits us in 2006. As we
begin our celebrations this year,
let’s remember what God really accomplished at the first Christmas,
and how deeply he still loves us.
And may God grant us all a holy
Christmas season, and a new year
filled with his presence.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
One of Mary’s many
titles includes the
word ‘Star.’ Which
one?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
At Christmas we remember the
story of the star of Bethlehem, and
other stars in the Bible and Church.
1. In creation, what did God make
on the same day that he made the
stars?
a. The planets;
b. The sun and the moon;
c. The sky and the earth.
2. In Genesis, Joseph upset his
brothers when he dreamt that
stars were doing this to him:
a. Lighting his path;
b. Speaking to him;
c. Bowing down to him.
3. In the Book of Job, the stars do
this, which we rarely expect stars
to do:
a. Shine;
b. Spin;
c. Sing.
4. In the Book of Daniel, these
people are said be destined to be
like the stars forever:
a. Those who lead the many to
justice;
b. Those who build the biggest
temples;
c. Those who sacrifice the pascal
lamb.
5. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus says
that one of the signs of the end
time will be that:
a. The stars will be falling from the
sky;
b. Men shall voyage to the stars;
c. The stars will become little and
twinkle, twinkle.
6. According to Matthew, who
followed the star to Bethlehem?
a. The Roman soldiers looking or
Jesus;
b. The Herodians, who wished to
worship the new king;
c. Magi, or wise men, from the
East.
7. In Revelation, “the Son of Man”
has:
a. Seven stars in his right hand;
b. A star-shaped shield;
c. A star above his dressing room.
8. One of Mary’s many titles
includes the word “Star.” Which
one?
a. Stella Maris;
b. Stella Dallas ;
c. Stella Othella.

l 5

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.c, 4.a, 5.a,
6.c, 7.a, 8.a (Star of the Sea)

6 l WO R L D/ N AT I O N

BRIEF
Human rights must be
respected, pope says in
World Peace Day
message
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Even in
the midst of war, basic human
rights must be respected and all
parties involved must work to end
hostilities, Pope Benedict XVI said
in his message for World Peace Day
2006. International humanitarian
law is “binding on all peoples”
even in times of war, he said in his
message for the Jan. 1 day of
prayer. Pope Benedict’s message,
“In Truth, Peace,” was released
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Dec. 13 at the Vatican. The pope
began his message, which is distributed to heads of state around
the world, by offering his best
wishes to all people of good will,
“especially those who are suffering
as a result of violence and armed
conflict.” Pope Benedict wrote,
“My greeting is one filled with hope
for a more serene world, a world in
which more and more individuals
and communities are committed
to the paths of justice and peace.”
The message focused on truth as
the foundation for peace — the
truth that all people are created in
the image and likeness of God with
equal dignity, that God has a plan
for humanity, and that good and
evil exist and can be recognized by
all people.

A look at 2005, month by month
Death of Pope John
Paul II, election of
Pope Benedict XVI
biggest news in
Catholic Church
BY JERRY FILTEAU

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Here is
a month-by-month look at some
of the major news events of 2005
that were of interest in the world of
religion:
JANUARY

Catholic agencies join in record
relief efforts for millions of Asians
affected by late December
tsunamis that killed more than
180,000 people. Diocese of Orange,
Calif., reaches $100 million settlement with 90 clergy sex abuse victims. President George W. Bush is
sworn in for second term.
FEBRUARY
Pope, with flu and breathing
problems, is taken to hospital.
Massachusetts jury finds former
priest Paul R. Shanley, notorious
figure in Boston clergy sex abuse
scandal, guilty of four counts of
rape and child abuse. Sister

Dorothy Stang, a Sister of Notre
Dame de Namur from Ohio who
worked 40 years ministering to
peasants in Brazil, is murdered in
Brazil. Former Lebanese Prime
Minister Rafik Hariri is assassinated. Second annual audit of U.S.
dioceses on sexual abuse and child
protection cites progress. Galveston-Houston is made second archdiocese in Texas. Court battles over
removal of feeding tube from Terri
Schiavo bring national attention.
Pope is rehospitalized for breathing problems.
MARCH
U.S. Supreme Court rules
against death penalty for juveniles.
Syria, under international pressure, begins withdrawing troops
from Lebanon. U.N. General
Assembly urges all nations to prohibit human cloning. Catholic
Relief Services says donors have
given it more than $121 million for
tsunami relief. U.S. bishops launch
national Catholic Campaign to
End the Use of the Death Penalty.
Court-approved removal of Terri
Schiavo’s feeding tube in Florida
sparks new efforts to save her, including new law by Congress giving federal courts jurisdiction, but
federal courts uphold previous
state court rulings. Pope gets feeding tube, develops fever and infec-

See 2005, Page 7
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tion. Schiavo dies.
APRIL
Pope John Paul II dies April 2.
World mourns as world’s cardinals
gather in Rome for conclave.
Colorado governor vetoes bill that
would have required Catholic hospitals to give abortion information
to rape victims. An estimated 3
million pilgrims, along with world
dignitaries and religious leaders,
descend on Rome for pope’s April 8
funeral, celebrated by Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger. Funeral Mass is
first of nine days of memorial
Masses. Bill to reinstate death
penalty in New York is killed in
Legislature. New Connecticut law
gives those in same-sex unions all
rights of married couples except
the right to marry. Cardinals enter
conclave. On second day they elect
Cardinal Ratzinger, 78, head of
Vatican doctrinal congregation for
past 24 years, as pope. He takes the
name Benedict XVI. Five days later
he is formally installed in an inaugural Mass. Spanish government
introduces legislation to legalize
gay marriage.
MAY
Democrats for Life of America
launches campaign for legislation
aimed at reducing U.S. abortions
by 95 percent in coming decade.
U.S. bishops and other Catholic organizations launch Justice for
Immigrants campaign. Pope
waives five-year waiting period for
sainthood cause of Pope John Paul
II. Federal judge in Nebraska
strikes down state constitutional
amendment, approved by voters
the year before, defining marriage
and prohibiting legal recognition
of same-sex unions. Mother
Marianne Cope, a Franciscan
Sister of Syracuse, N.Y., and
American missionary to lepers of
Molokai, is beatified. Rome
Diocese formally opens Pope John
Paul’s sainthood cause.
JUNE
U.N. General Assembly is told
that Catholic Church runs onefourth of all AIDS care and prevention programs around the world.
Diocese of Covington, Ky., agrees
to set up $120 million fund to compensate childhood victims of clergy sex abuse. Federal appeals court
strikes down Virginia law banning
partial-birth abortions. In referendum, Swiss voters uphold law
granting registered same-sex partners rights similar to those of married couples. San Francisco
Archdiocese settles 15 sex abuse
lawsuits for $21 million. Vatican
welcomes decision by finance
ministers of Group of Eight indus-

CARDINAL
JOSEPH
RATZINGER,
dean of the
College of
Cardinals, blesses Pope John
Paul II’s casket
with holy water
during his funeral Mass.

trialized nations to write off all external debt of many heavily indebted poor countries. Pope reaffirms commitment to ecumenism
in meeting with World Council of
Churches delegation. U.S. bishops,
gathered in Chicago for spring
meeting, approve slight revisions
in child protection charter and
norms, adopt revised norms for
priestly formation, issue statement
on Catholic schools. Supreme
Court finds Ten Commandments
display OK at Texas Capitol, but
not in two Kentucky courthouses.
Two California dioceses settle with
sex abuse victims: Sacramento
gives $35 million to 33 victims;
Santa Rosa, $7.3 million to eight
victims. Spain’s Parliament passes
law legalizing same-sex marriages;
Canada’s House of Commons
passes similar bill the same day.
JULY
United Church of Christ becomes first U.S. church to formally
reject traditional definition of marriage when its general synod endorses support for gay marriages.
Terrorist
bombings
attack
London’s bus and subway systems.
Austrian Cardinal Christoph
Schonborn fuels fires of evolutionintelligent design debate when he
writes in The New York Times that
science offers “overwhelming evidence for design in biology.”
Diocese of Tucson, Ariz., ends
bankruptcy proceedings with
agreement on $22.2 million trust
fund for sex abuse victims. G-8
summit affirms debt relief for
poorest countries and pledges $50
billion package for poverty relief in
Africa. Vatican’s U.N. ambassador
says Catholic aid agencies gave
$650 million in tsunami relief effort. President George W. Bush
nominates Judge John Roberts, a
Catholic, to replace Justice
O’Connor on Supreme Court. Irish
Republican Army says it has formally ordered an end to armed
campaign against loyalists.
AUGUST
Diocese of Oakland, Calif.,
reaches $56.4 million settlement of
56 lawsuits claiming clergy sexual
abuse of minors. CRS begins emergency food distribution in
drought-stricken Niger. Brother
Roger Schutz, a world-renowned
ecumenist who founded the ecumenical monastic community of
Taize, France, is fatally stabbed by a
deranged woman. Pope Benedict
visits Germany for World Youth
Day, calls participation by an estimated 500,000 youths a sign of the
Church’s vitality. Federal bankruptcy judge rules Spokane Diocese is
owner of parish properties, making them part of assets to be used
in settling clergy sex abuse claims.
U.S. Food and Drug Administra-

See 2005, Page 14
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Meal and gifts for all at Father Woody Christmas Party
BY JOHN GLEASON

The weather had improved dramatically from the week before,
but when people began to gather
at the entrance of the Adams Mark
Hotel at dawn last Sunday to be
first in line for the annual Father
Woody Christmas Party, the temperature hovered in the low 40s. It
didn’t matter. For many, it was the
anticipation of perhaps the only
hot meal they would have all day.
For the children, in addition to
food, there was the promise of
meeting Santa Claus and leaving
with a present.
By the time the doors opened at
10 a.m., the line encircled the
hotel.
By the end of the day, after all
had eaten, everyone did leave with
a present — the end result of an
outpouring of generosity in memory of the priest for whom the
event is named.
For Father John Lager, O.F.M.

Cap., and the volunteers, the day
began early. Weeks of preparation
would mean little unless the doors
opened on time. They did.
“People began showing up at
five this morning,” Father Lager
said. “Word about this event
spreads quickly and many people
get an early start.”
While waiting in line, guests
were entertained by a keyboard
and accordion band, which lit up
the room with Christmas carols.
Once inside the eating area, the
diners were directed to one of 150
tables. Once seated, their every
need was taken care of by an army
of more than 800 volunteers —
families, individuals, church organizations, youth groups, Brownie and Cub Scout troops, choir
members, seminarians, and a
whole lot of friends of Father
Woody.
Kathy Rittenhouse and her entire family drove in from Yuma
County to help out. “We come

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN

A CHILD LAUGHS with Santa at
the Father Woody Christmas
Party, held Dec. 11 at the Adams
Mark Hotel.
every year,” she said, “the whole
family.
Anything for Father
Woody.”
The staggering number of volunteers was called the most admirable part of the event by
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
“It engages people with people
rather than just helping from a distance,” he said.
Walking among the tables, the
archbishop said he wished this
type of event could take place
throughout the year, rather than
just seasonally.
“It helps people to think about
the needs of the poor and how
blessed we all are,” Archbishop
Chaput said, “and maybe that will
continue in a more pervasive way.
Party sponsors included the
Archdiocese of Denver, Holy Ghost
Church the Adams Mark Hotel,
Samaritan House and Regis

University. In addition to praising
the volunteers, event steering
committee member Tim Hubka
gave big thanks to the Adams Mark
hotel for its help.
“We couldn’t have done it without them,” he said. “Every year, the
hotel provides valuable space for
the event for dining, the kitchen facilities and storage for the gifts. You
couldn’t ask for more.”
Yet, there was more. The gifts —
clothing and toys that had been
donated and collected through
many venues, including the giving
tree program at Holy Ghost
Church and thousands of items
that had been wrapped at a special
party at Regis University in
November.
During the meal, green-shirted
elves delivered presents to the tables. Children got two gifts each,
one of clothing the other a toy.
When the meal was over and the
kids were on the way out to meet
Santa, another crew moved in to
clean and set up for a new group.
It moved with almost military precision.
By 12:30 p.m. more than 2,800
meals had been served. As children waited in line to talk to Santa,
more volunteers began taking tables down. A diner named Harry
thanked the volunteers who had
served him, then got up to leave.
Harry moved back to Denver three
weeks ago to look for work. As he
headed toward the exit, a present
tucked under his arm, he said the
meal and the experience was
worth the wait.
“This was great,” he said. “I
wanted to spend part of the holiday season with special people. I
found them right here.”

Denver parish is a
‘Christmas angel’ to
families of sick
children
Christmas angels are alive and
well at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
in Denver, said a leader of an
HIV/AIDS support organization.
As co-president of Angels
Unaware, Kristen Klaassen should
know heavenly friends when she
meets them.
The mission of Angels Unaware
is to offer support that helps families struggling with the devastating
effects of this disease to cope with
their unique demands.
The volunteer-run organization
is funded by donations and grants,
Klaassen said, explaining that
funds raised go directly to support
services and activities for children
and families with HIV/AIDS.
“Thanks to the ... very generous
parishioners at Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church, the children affiliated with Angels
Unaware have received Christmas
presents for last three years,”
Klaassen said, expressing special
thanks to parishioner Dorothy
Pfannenstiel, former pastor Father
Bob Fisher and current pastor
Father Frank Lomica.
“Our families have little extra
money for Christmas presents or
even a nice holiday meal,”
Klaassen explained. “Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish has been our silent
and very helpful Christmas angel.
We can’t thank them enough for
their giving, gracious and generous hearts.”
For more information about
Angels
Unaware,
visit
www.AngelsUnaware.net online.
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Need for ongoing faith formation most important issue for the local Church, council says
APC members get
updates on current
litigation, 2006
legislative agenda
BY ROXANNE KING

Faith formation, immigration,
Catholic education and stewardship are among the priority
issues facing the local Church,
said a key advisory group of the
archbishop.
Those issues were mentioned
most frequently by the members
of the Archdiocesan Pastoral

Council during an open mike
session held at the group’s Dec.
10 meeting.
The primarily lay council
serves as a senior advisory group
to the archbishop and meets
quarterly. The daylong meeting
at the John Paul II Center was
led by APC Chair Bob Zarlengo.
During that meeting, council
members also got updates on
litigation against the archdiocese and on the 2006 legislative
agenda.
Speakers at the meeting included Nancy Walla, special
counsel to the archbishop and
liaison to the U.S. bishops’
Office of Child and Youth

Protection; Francis X. Maier,
chancellor; and Tim Dore and
Chris Rose, directors of the
Colorado Catholic Conference,
the public policy arm of
Colorado’s three Catholic dioceses.
Regarding current litigation
against the archdiocese, Walla
reported that a total of 14 cases
had been filed against the archdiocese; two of those cases,
however, had not yet been
served.
The lawsuits allege the Denver
Archdiocese knew of sexual misconduct by two priests and was
negligent in protecting against
them.

Walla clarified that recent
newspaper headlines referring
to 25 lawsuits against the
Catholic Church refer to the entire state of Colorado, not the
Denver Archdiocese.
Maier emphasized that the
archdiocese takes all sexual
abuse allegations “very seriously.” He reiterated that the archdiocese follows its policies and
procedures, which he has previously stressed begins with a concern for victims and a desire to
help them heal, while also respecting the rights of other people involved or affected by those
allegations.
Every effort is being made to
keep the people of the archdiocese informed regarding the litigation and to answer their questions, said Maier, noting that he
personally has visited parishes
and that meetings have been
held with all the archbishop’s
key advisory boards, with archdiocesan employees, and with
parish business administrators
and parish finance council representatives from the Eastern
Plains to the Western Slope.
The overall response has been
positive, reported Maier, adding
that people have expressed confidence in the way the archdiocese has responded to all involved.
“There’s a general feeling of
satisfaction that the archdiocese
is doing all that it can,” he said.

While the 14 negligence cases
against the archdiocese refer to
events of 25 to 40 years ago and
involve a former priest of the
archdiocese and a priest who is
dead, sexual abuse charges were
filed earlier this month against
Father Tim Evans, a priest who
was removed from ministry in
2002 and had faculties removed
in 2003.
Although Maier could not talk
about the specifics of the criminal case, he emphasized that actions taken by the archdiocese
to remove the former Fort
Collins pastor from ministry and
to suspend his faculties do not
mean he’s guilty.
“It just means that ... we act
proactively,” Maier said.
No archdiocesan or parish
funds have been used in the
priest’s litigation, he added.
Rather, the priest has covered
such costs himself, Maier said.
Dore and Rose said issues the
Colorado Catholic Conference
will be watching closely during
the next legislative session include any moves that might be
made to remove the statute of
limitations in sex abuse cases,
which occurred in California in
2003. The California law removed for a one-year period the
statute of limitations against
non-public entities. The result of
the removal was an onslaught of
lawsuits versus the Church from

See Council, Page 11
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Local Church pianist releases Faith conference set March 17-18
CD of contemplative music
BY SUSAN SCHOENTHAL

This month Christine Eitemiller,
a seasoned musician in the Denver
Archdiocese, released her first CD.
Called “Wreath of Wind” the album
is inspired by the artist’s music
ministry in the Church.
Eitemiller released the work
under the pseudonym Kristina
Welling. The soothing CD features
contemplative piano music both
composed and performed by the
artist.
Welling is a classically trained
musician.
“When my children attended
Catholic school I was encouraged
to be a source of inspiration and a
vehicle to enliven children’s imaginations through music,” she said.
Her current music ministry includes playing piano for Masses at
Our Lady Mother of the Church in
Commerce City and St. Joseph’s
Hospital chapel, Holy Hour at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, and school Mass at
Good Shepherd. Moreover, she’s
played for more than 10 years at a
host of Denver parishes including
Holy Ghost, Good Shepherd,
Mother of God, and Notre Dame.
The daughter of two musicians,
Welling’s father, James L.
Eitemiller, was a choir director at
Christ the King Parish. Her mother,
Colleen Eitemiller, was a popular
piano player in Denver.

The pen name Kristina Welling is
a tribute to the artist’s grandmother, Ida Welling, who the musician
remembers as a woman of
strength. Left to raise four children
alone during the Depression, Ida
Welling stayed afloat with the help
of the Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth, of which Kristina
Welling is an associate, and the
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred
Heart.
A portion of the proceeds from
the CD will benefit the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth and Good
Shepherd School. To hear a sample
of Welling’s music and/or to order
the CD, visit www.kristina
welling.com.

The 2006 Living the Catholic
Faith Conference has been set for
March 17-18 at a new venue, organizers announced. The annual
archdiocesan conference offers
all Catholics the opportunity to
engage in deep spiritual renewal
and learning.
With liturgies, numerous workshops, keynote presentations
and speakers delivering inspiring
messages for both English and
Spanish-speaking Catholics of all
ages, the event will be held at the
Adam’s Mark Hotel in downtown
Denver.
Babsie Bleasdell, an author
and popular presenter throughout the United States and the
Caribbean Islands, will open the
conference with her keynote
presentation “You will know the
truth, and the truth will make
you free” (John 8:32). The event
will also include a keynote talk by
Dominican Father Peter Girard, a
leading apologist and a popular
presenter of the past two conferences.
Saturday’s Spanish track will
welcome the Hispanic community to the conference. Alejandro
Aguilera-Titus, associate director
of the U.S. bishop’s Secretariat for
Hispanic Affairs, will share his ex-

tensive experience in adult faith
formation and pastoral ministry.
San Antonio Archbishop Jose H.
Gomez, S.T.D., former auxiliary
bishop of Denver, will celebrate
Saturday’s morning Mass and
later give a presentation.
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of
Brooklyn will spark discussion
with a reflection on immigration
in the context of Catholic social
teaching. A panel discussion following the reflection will host all
three of Colorado’s bishops.
A complete listing of the conference schedule and registration
form is available at www.archden.org. Registration is also
available on site. Conference cost
is $45 for one day and $65 for
two. Registration cost will go up
after March 1.
Persons wishing to register by
mail can complete and print out
the online registration form.
Checks should be made payable
to the Archdiocese of Denver.
Mail registration and payment to:
Living the Catholic Faith
Conference, Attn: Cece Conlin,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210-2599.
For more information, call 303715-3260. Spanish-speaking attendees, call 303-715-3247.

Council
From Page 10

alleged incidents dating back
more that 40 years.
Issues around human life, protection of the family and natural
marriage, health care, assistance
to the most vulnerable in our society, immigration and religious
freedom initiatives will also be
actively followed.
With immigration issues being
elevated nationally and locally,
Dore urged the faithful to become familiar with Catholic
teachings about them. One opportunity to so will be an immigration forum held the final day
of the upcoming Living the
Catholic Faith Conference.
Information is also available by
clicking on the immigration link
on the archdiocesan Web site,
www.archden.org.
In a poll of council members
conducted
by
Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., to
learn what they believe are the
most pressing issues of the local
Church, a need for ongoing
Catholic faith formation was
cited the most, followed by issues related to immigration.
Promoting and supporting
Catholic schools and stewardship tied for third.
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Annual Silver Bell Ball raises
$500,000 for children’s home
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Dec. 1, more than 700
people attended the annual Silver Bell Ball for the
benefit of Mount St.
Vincent
Home
for
Children. WB2 news anchor Ernie Bjorkman
served as host with the invocation
said
by
Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Committee
member
Mary McNicholas called
the evening a tremedious
success. The 700-plus attendance was the largest
turnout the event ever saw.
“The evening made a
half-million
dollars,”
McNicholas said. “Isn’t that
wonderful? There are so

many things that are happening it’s great that we
had that kind of success.”
Over the years, Mount St.
Vincent Home, operated by
the Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth, has cared for
more than 17,000 children.
It is a residence and treatment center for children
with emotional and behavioral problems. The ultimate goal is to provide a
stable home for each child,
along with the basic support system needed to succeed.
“The Sisters of Charity
provided entertainment,”
McNicholas
said.
“Everybody loved it.”
An award was given to

Cathy Rinker, Mount St.
Vincent’s Home Guild
founder and president
emeritus, for her years of
service to the organization.
Money raised at the gala
will help to pay for a new
school that was built two
years ago. McNicholas
praised the school as a perfect fit for the children with
special problems.
“We also fund a summer
camp for the children,” she
said. “The money raised
will help offset operation
costs.”
McNicholas praised the
work of the guild, saying
that every year, the turnout
is better than the year before.

Archbishop’s Guild distribution a success
BY JOHN GLEASON

Throughout the year,
members
of
the
Archbishop’s Guild keep
busy. They diligently watch
for clothing and toy sales,
collect baby items and
spend hours sewing blankets. Then, during Advent,
it’s time to bring everything
together and divide it up for
those in need. This year
proved to be a banner one
as thousands of items were
displayed on tables at the
guild’s annual Christmas
meeting.
Before the meeting, each
circle of the guild set out
their holiday layettes; all the
goodies they’ve been making and collecting during
the past year. This year,
hundreds of items were on
display as guild President
Laurie Adams looked over
the results of another successful year.
“We have everything a
baby could need,” she said.
“Our members collect
clothing and toys; bottles
and formula, then it’s divid-

ed up and delivered to
seven different organizations.”
Catholic
Charities,
Samaritan House, Denver
Rescue Mission, Sacred
Heart Church in Denver, St.
Anthony of Padua Church,
Twin Paris, Kateri Catholic
Community, and Sacred
Beginnings all share in the
benefits of the guild’s work
Through the year, members of all the guild circles
keep an eye out for specials
on baby things. When a sale
is advertised, they go shopping for outfits, hats, and
booties. At the same time,
members will sew blankets
and stitch pattern quilts,
which will also be donated.
Everything is stockpiled
until it’s time for the end-ofthe-year meeting.
By
December, they’ve collected thousands of items for
distribution.
In addition to all the
practical items for baby, the
guild also gets help from
the United States Marine
Corps through the Toys for
Tots program. There was

concern that because of the
overly active hurricane season, toy donations might be
down this year.
Pointing to the halfdozen bags of toys ready for
pick up, Marine Sgt. Patrick
Stefan said collections, as
usual, had exceeded the
corps expectations.
“This year, as in previous
years, we’ve had great success in collecting toys,” he
said.
In 1947, the Marine
Corps collected 5,000 toys
by Christmas. Last year, the
corps distributed more
than 19 million toys to
needy children. Adams
said the guild was very
happy to have them as part
of this program.
Adams declared the
event an overwhelming
success.
“Every year we hear our
reports, award door prizes,
and socialize. But this,” she
said, pointing to clothes
and toys on display, “is why
we’re here. We hope to
make a lot of little babies
happy this year.”
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Blessing of Baby Jesus: bring the
family Nativity figure of Baby Jesus to
be blessed. Families are invited to
gather in the cafeteria after the service for deserts, crafts and fellowship.
Bring a small gift for a needy baby.
St. Vincent de Paul, 2375 E. Arizona
Ave. Call 303-770-1160.
Dec. 23: 7 p.m.
Inaugural Mass: for the Nigerian
Catholic Community in the
Archdiocese of Denver. St. Ignatius
Loyola, 2301 York St.
Dec. 25: 1 p.m.
Healing Service and Mass: with Father
Richard Ryan. Music provided by the
St. Louis praise band. St. Mary
Magdalene, 2711 Zenobia St. Call 303432-2694 with a prayer request if unable to attend.
Dec. 31: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Father Andreas Hoeck will
lead the rosary and give the benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament.
Jan. 8: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance: St.
Joan of Arc, 12735 W. 58th Ave.,
Arvada. Great menu, singers, dancing,
and door prizes. $50 per person. For
tickets call Michael Carrick, 303-6791277.
Knights of Columbus Sunday
Breakfast: St. James, 1311 Oneida St.
Eggs, sausage, pancakes, french toast
and drinks. $4 per person, $12 per
family. Call 303-322-7449.
Jan. 8: 8 a.m.-noon
St. Louis School Information Night:
come meet the teachers, learn more
about curriculum and tour the facilities at 925 Grant Ave., Louisville. Call
303-666-6220.
Jan. 11: 6-8 p.m.

RETREATS AND SEMINARS
Support Group for Parents of Gay and
Lesbian Children: St. Frances Cabrini,
Parish Community House, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Father Sean
McGrath will attend; parents will share
stories. For more information, call
Drew or Kathleen Conneen, 303-6831718.
Every first Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Catholic Book Club: will discuss C. S.
Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe and The Magician’s Nephew.
John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St.
Call Michael Woodward for more information, 303-715-3234.
Jan. 9: 7 p.m.
Surviving Loss from Divorce, Death or
Separation: 10-week seminar helps
single people understand the loss of a
partner. St. Joseph Parish, 300 W.
Mountain Ave., Fort Collins. Cost: $60

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
plus books. Call 970-482-4148.
Beginning Jan. 12: 6 p.m.
Lector Training Program: being offered by the Office of Liturgy at the
Archdiocese of Denver. Topics will include liturgical spirituality, holy
Scripture and Church, the spirituality
of lectoring and communication dynamics. Cost for the program: $10.
Call 303-715-3156 for more information.
Natural Family Planning Classes:
schedule available at http://nfp.denver.co.us/ or call NFP hotline 303-7153239.

able at all King Soopers locations and
St. Thomas More Cloister Cove. Call
David for more information, 303-2203388.
Jan. 7: 7 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES AND TOURS
Pentecost Pilgrimage: members of
the Christian Life Movement have organized a pilgrimage to Rome and
northern Italy to celebrate the solemnity of Pentecost with Pope Benedict
XVI. Call 303-629-5100 for more information or visit www.pentecost2006.com.

Auditions: Sing music of the great
composers. The Colorado Choir, in it’s
30th season, will audition all voice
parts for the 2006 concert season.
Call 303-892-5922 or visit
www.coloradochoir.com for details.

World War II Memorial Tour: Join
Father John Gibbons for a 15-day tour.
See battlesites, museums and scenic
highlights. The tour features
Normandy, Paris, Munich, Amsterdam,
Nuremburg, Dachau and more. Call
Father John, 303-433-7221 or Val
Jacobs, 303-452-1821.
July 12-26, 2006

Ceili Rain: in concert with Black
Water. St. Thomas More School gymnasium, 8035 St. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Tickets are $10 and avail-

Pilgrimage to Mexico City Basilica:
with Father Jim Heiser of Gillette,
Wyo., as spiritual director. Airfare
from Denver, hotel, and two meals a

ENTERTAINMENT

day provided in the cost. Contact
Colleen, 1-877-453-7426 for more information.
Feb. 13-20, 2006
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: sponsored by the Catholic Biblical School.
The group will be led by Tim Gray, director of the Biblical School, and
Father Humberto Marquez. To learn
more call Ben Lager, 303-715-3149, or
visit www.pilgrimages.com/cbs.

SINGLES
New Year’s Eve Dance: St. Michael
the Archangel, 19099 E. Floyd Ave.,
Aurora. $25 per person. Hor d’oeuvres will be served. Age 35 and over.
Call Patty, 303-400-0947.
Dec. 31: 8:30 p.m.

National Singles Conference: Join
over 500 singles for the second annual Catholic Singles Conference.
Speaker will include Matthew Kelly,
Dave Sloan, Father Thomas Loya and
Mary Beth Bonacci. Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., and
Bishop Michael Sheridan will celebrate
Mass for the conference on Saturday
and Sunday, respectively. For more information and to register, visit
www.theologyofthebody.net and click
on “Events.”
Feb. 10-12, 2006

YOUNG ADULTS
Campus Alive: St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Church, Auraria Campus, 1060 St.
Francis Way. Prayer time, speakers,
praise and worship bands, adoration
and social. Call Susana 303-629-5100,
info@aurariacatholics.com.
Every first Wednesday: 8-10 p.m.
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tions through Catholic Charities
USA soon exceed $100 million.
Spokane Diocese appeals bankruptcy judge’s ruling on ownership
of parish properties. Pope urges
U.N. World Summit to stick to
Millennium Development Goals
of 2000, requiring major aid increases from rich nations for development of poorer regions of
world. Hurricane Rita brings heavy
flooding to Gulf Coast regions of
Texas and Louisiana.
OCTOBER
World Synod of Bishops, on
theme of Eucharist, opens in
Rome. Supreme Court hears arguments on legality of physician-assisted suicide. Bishops’ synod discusses many issues related to
Eucharist. Heavy rains and floods
from Hurricane Stan cause hundreds of deaths in Mexico and
Central America. Massive earth-

From Page 7

tion rules morning-after pill will
remain available only by prescription. Hurricane Katrina causes extensive damage to coastal
Louisiana and Mississippi; waters
from hurricane-breached levees
flood nearly all of New Orleans,
making it the worst natural disaster in U.S. history.
SEPTEMBER
William Rehnquist, chief justice
of the United States, dies;
President George W. Bush says
Judge John Roberts, already nominated for Supreme Court associate
justice, is now his nominee for
chief justice. Catholic parishes and
schools across country welcome
students and families displaced by
Hurricane Katrina; relief dona-

quake kills more than 80,000 people in Afghanistan, Pakistan and
India and leaves 3 million homeless. Spokane Diocese offers bankruptcy court a reorganization plan
that would separately incorporate
each parish in diocese. Closing of
synod marks end of Year of the
Eucharist. Anti-Christian violence
in Indonesia reaches new level
with beheading of three Catholic
schoolgirls by masked men armed
with machetes. President Bush
nominates a Catholic federal appellate judge, Samuel Alito Jr., to
replace Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor on Supreme Court. Iraqi
Catholic officials say new constitution, approved in mid-October,
does not provide religious freedom. The Ferns Report, a detailed
investigative report on clergy sexual abuse of minors in the Diocese
of Ferns, Ireland, sends shock

waves throughout Ireland; national audit of diocesan child protection practices is announced.
NOVEMBER
Terrorist bombings in three
Jordan hotels kill more than 50
people, injure hundreds. At fall
meeting in Washington U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
approves a new Lectionary for
Masses With Children, a statement
urging an end to the use of the
death penalty and guidelines on
lay ecclesial ministry. Vatican instruction on homosexuals as candidates for priesthood says applicants should be denied if they are
homosexually active, if they support a “gay culture” or if their homosexual orientation is deep-seated. Supreme Court hears oral arguments on New Hampshire law
requiring a minor to notify a parent before having an abortion.

DECEMBER
Pope Benedict names Polish
Dominican Father Wojciech
Giertych, a moral theology professor at Rome’s Angelicum
University, as theologian of the
papal household. International
Theological Commission meets,
completes statement on fate of
unbaptized babies who die — reportedly rejecting old theological
hypothesis of limbo, or a state of
natural happiness, as unhelpful.
Masses, marches and other observances in El Salvador mark 25th
anniversary of Dec. 2, 1980, murder of three American nuns and a
lay missionary by Salvadoran soldiers. Head of U.S. bishops’ international policy committee calls for
investigation of Chinese government complicity in mob attack on
nuns that severely injured several
of them.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212
Full-time Assistant Bookkeeper.

YOUTH MINISTER

HELP
WANTED

Requirements: proficient in accounting principles. banking, analysis and reporting of financial data; knowledge of admin. and clerical
procedures; computer knowledge and proficient
in Microsoft Office software; experience with
computer accounting software; a Catholic in
good standing. Contact: St. Joan of Arc Parish,
12735 W. 58th Avenue, Arvada, CO
303-420-1232 for an applicattion.

St. Jude Catholic Church is looking for an
assistant youth minister. Applicant must be
a practicing Catholic in good standing, with
an active knowledge of the faith, theological
training and formation preferred.
Send resume, references and cover letter to:
9405 W. Florida Ave., Lakewood CO 80232
or agallegos@saintjudelakewood.org

Need child care providers
Private Room and Board
CONFUSED ABOUT $395 per month for 2nd floor room, $525 for 1st Tuesdays 7:15-9pm and
one Sunday a month
floor room, plus $250 one time deposit.
REVERSE
10:30 am to 4 pm.
Applicants
must
be
62
yrs
of
age
or
disabled.
MORTGAGES??
Federal and Hampden
Winona Crt is located at 4635 W. 38th ave.
Is It Right For You??
Call our 24 hr Free
Public Information
Hotline

720-562-3347

across from Elitch’s.
Call 303-455-9642 or 303-455-0961.
3 meals per day, cleaning service in the common
areas, house phone & TV. Kitchen privileges,
sundries, free use of washer and dryer.
www.associationforseniorcitizens.com.

Christopher C. Felton, P.C.

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

area. Must be 18 + pass
background check and
attend Safe Environment
Class. $10/hr.
Please call Tracy at
303-948-1281.

Attorney at Law

(303) 295-8988

ACCUSED?
EXPERIENCED
DEFENSE ATTORNEY
Assisting citizens accused
for over 20 years

Fundraisers Needed

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS &
REFINANCERS BEWARE!
FREE MONEY! Secrets
Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!

for small Jr/Sr High
School (6-1 Ratio).
Certificate not
necessary.
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid overpayFinishing degree or
ing on your mortgage. This report is like getting FREE
recent graduate.
money! Don’t let your lender take you to the bank. To
Salary competitive.
get your FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline
Call 303-783-0137
or e-mail drsmith@
1-800-232-4391 ext. 1111
humanexedu.org
This is a no-obligation community service.

“Father Bosetti
in America”

303-798-3644

Northglenn, CO 80233.

In the joyful celebration of the Incarnation,
The Nigerian Catholic Community
in the Archdiocese of Denver, cordially invites
you, your family and friends to their inaugural
mass on December. 25th, 2005.
St. Ignatius Loyola Church
2301 York Str/23rd Ave. Denver, CO
80205. Frs. James O. Abosike,
Charles Okorougo, Cyriacus Ajaelu,
for and on behalf N.C.C.

F. Thomas Fiedler
PianoTuner/Technician

alamoalto@katewwdb.com

CATHOLIC WORKER
USED FURNITURE STORE
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS OF:

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409
United Children’s Fund, Inc.
www.unchildren.org

• USABLE FURNITURE • DISHES •
• LINENS • CLOTHES •

FREE

PICK-UP SERVICE

303-296-4973
Volunteers Needed Please Call
“O Good
St. Jude We call
on thy name.
Thy praises loud
thy people
proclaim”
D.S.L.

Thank You
St. Jude
for prayers
answered.
H.M.M.

Local Real Estate
Developer
will pay up to 100% of
market value for your
“as - is”
home or investment
property.
Call 303-885-1644
for a free
written offer.

P/T $6.00 an hour
Biography of the priest
plus incentives.
who left a lasting
Computer knowledge
influence on the
helpful.
Denver church. w/35
Apply at: Association for
Senior Citizens
photos. Send $19.00 to:
2839 W. 44th Ave. Denver,
Cacheglades
CO 80211 or call
Publications,
Janette 303-455-9635
11471 Gilpin St.
from 8:30-3:00.

Criminal Defense • Family Law
FELONIES-MISDEMEANORSPersonal Injury • Worker’s Compensation
TRAFFIC
Tuning, Regulation, Repair
Real Estate-Construction Law
AFFORDABLE FEES
20+plus year experience
Civil Litigation
y L. JOHN WILLIAMS, JR. 303-901-7923
e
Serving the Denver Community Since 1988

PRAYERS
PERSONAL

Reading Teacher

Heavenly Father
We pray to you,
please let our sister
Donna have a speedy
recovery from her
surgery..
And keep her in
good health.
God Bless You Sister.
Love Dolores
and Jake

Thank You
Sacred Heart of
St. Jude
Jesus St. Jude Thank
St. Anthony
You again for
Jesus
prayers answered
Mary & Joseph
please continue to
& all Saints for help my daughter’s
prayers granted. family during this
Thank You Lord. very difficult time.
L.R.
J.K.

In Loving Memory of My
Husband Big “T” Marquez.
Merry Christmas from
Heaven above.
I love you all dearly,
now don’t shed a tear.
I’m spending Christmas
with Jesus this year. Loretta

Thank you
St. Jude for
always
answering
my prayers.
Always
Louise

Jesus, please draw me
closer to your heart.
My weaknesses are
creating division
between us. Don’t let
me slip away and die in
my own ignorance.
I beg you to help me
before the weight of life
destroys what little
strength I have left.
A.A.A.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler
Member of All Souls

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage

Williams & Sons
Electric

Sales & Service
Since 1994

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

SKUL PLUMBING

• Owner Operated
• Repair/Remodel
Add’l Circuits,
Lighting,
• Licensed/Insured
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
• Senior Discount
TUBS, Room Additions
Door Company Service
Upgrades a Specialty • Over 25 Yrs.
Free Estimates
Combined Exp.
303-989-6040 303-762-9484
• Visa - Mastercard

303-422-2097

24 Hour Service
Phone:303-777-3037
Open at 6:30 am for your convenience

Now! Order service online at www.braconier.com

Remodeling
Call: Jack

40 yrs. experience

Quality Work

•BASEMENTS
•ROOM ADDITIONS
•KITCHENS •BATHROOMS

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

(303) 937-8854

Tile/Grout
Res. & Comm. Wiring

Quick, prompt, professional electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
at cost) Free quotes.

HANDYMAN
Minor
Remodeling

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

Electrical, Etc.

303-981-6172

CJ Roofing Company
www.cjroofing.com

•MECHANICAL
CONTRACTING
•TENANT FINISH
•FULL SERVICE
PLUMBING,
HEATING,
AIR CONDITIONING
& REFRIGERATION
FAX: 303-744-3155

Problems

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products
Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters, Siding
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

CLASIC RENOVATIONS
& REPAIRS

Carpentry, Electric, Plumbing, Granite,
ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM! Tile. Specializing bath and kitchen.
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

All jobs 2 Year warrantyy.
25 years exp. Insured, Licensed.
References.

Early Bird & Senior Discounts
CALL NOW!

Call Jerry 303-522-2000

303-394-2802

59 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,

REMODELERS SUPPLY

Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

720-201-0997
Don’t Sweat the Small
Stuff . . . That’s Our Job!

FREE ESTIMATES

TWIN PINES
WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential specialist.
Free Estimates.
We supply everything.
apartments, homes, offices
Offered City Wide.
Move ins/outs, Metro area Available immediately.
References Available
Call Bob
303-507-4094
One-time/weekly/monthly

HOME CARE
& CLEANING

Insured • Bonded

303-329-8205

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Manuel Reeves

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext

PAINTING

Bonded & Insured

Where your business
is always appreciated!

FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

PAINTING

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office
Free Estimates

TRIED & TRUSTED
HOUSE
CLEANING
References Speak
for themselves!
Very Accomodating
Service Guaranteed
Call Angie

303-910-5011
303-463-1559
UPHOLSTERY
NO LABOR
CHARGE
Specials
All you pay for
Is Fabric and Supplies
100’s of samples
Senior Discounts

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
WINTER DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE
November-March
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

J&G
Upholstery
formerly Custom Design &
Colorado School Upholstery

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery

720-366-5564
Juaquin & Gil Garcia

CUSTOM
UPHOLSTERY
BY DECOR
SMALL SHOP
SPRING SPECIAL
10% Off Couch & Loveseats

FREE ESTIMATE

P.U & Del. Available

Free Pickup/Delivery
Sr. Citizen Discounts

720-290-3502

303-466-4503

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
IS BOOMING!
We provide all you need to own
your own successful business:
Guaranteed Customers
Training & Support
Financing for as low as $950 Down

Call TODAY:
720-962-9060
www.jan-prodenver.com

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!
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