105 Years of Service to the Gospel

www.archden.org

DECEMBER 7, 2005

Volume LXXXI – No. 48

GIFTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Advent
homily
becomes
charming
children’s
book
PAGE 8

Annunciation
Radio offers
stirring
Christmas
CD
PAGE 8

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

IN THE FOREGROUND, wearing a dalmatic, newly ordained Deacon Faustinus Anyamele prays with, from
right, wearing chasubles, newly ordained priests Father Curtiss Dwyer, Father Mario Ramirez-Gomez, and
Father Marcus "Marc" Mallick, during their ordination Mass Dec. 3 in the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception.
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C.S. Lewis on ‘Xmas
and Christmas’
Some lessons from the barbarian
mists of Niatirb
Fifty years ago C.S. Lewis published an ironic little essay called,
“Xmas and Christmas: A Lost Chapter from Herodotus.” In it, he
reverses the letters of his home country, “Britain.” Then he writes
about the strange winter customs of a barbarian nation called
Niatirb.
It’s worth reading, as we get deeper into Advent. I’ll share with
you just one passage.
“In the middle of winter when fogs and rains most abound, (the
Niatirbians) have a great festival called Exmas, and for 50 days they
prepare for it (in the manner which is called,) in their barbarian
speech, the Exmas Rush.
“When the day of the festival comes, most of the citizens, being
exhausted from the (frenzies of the) Rush, lie in bed till noon. But
in the evening they eat five times as much as on other days, and
crowning themselves with crowns of paper, they become intoxicated. And on the day after Exmas, they are very grave, being internally disordered by the supper and the drinking and the reckoning of
how much they have spent on gifts and on the wine.
“(Now a) few among the Niatirbians have also a festival, separate
and to themselves, called Crissmas, which is on the same day as
Exmas. And those who keep Crissmas, doing the opposite to the
majority of Niatirbians, rise early on that day with shining faces
and go before sunrise to certain temples where they partake of a
sacred feast.
“But (as for) what Hecataeus says, that Exmas and Crissmas are
the same, (this) is not credible. It is not likely that men, even being
barbarians, should suffer so many and so great things (as those involved in the Exmas Rush), in honor of a god they do not believe
in.”
What Lewis wrote about in Britain half a century ago is increasingly true about our own country today. We’re already half way
through Advent. What have we done to really live it?
The world has an ingenious ability to attach itself to what
Christians believe; tame it; subvert it — and then turn it against the
very people who continue to believe. Too many Americans don’t really celebrate Christmas. They may think they do, but they don’t.
They celebrate Exmas.
The world — left to its own devices — has no room and no use
for the birth of Jesus Christ. It has contempt for Christians who seriously strive to be His disciples. So we have nothing to lose and
everything to gain by being the saints God intended us to be. We
can at least seek to be holy by tithing our time to sit quietly with
God; allow Him to fill our actions and our choices with His Son;
and let Him shape us into the men and women He needs. We can
get up and experience the dawn in silence as a reminder of what
Advent and Christmas mean. We can prepare ourselves to be alert
for the voice of God and to receive God’s word afresh and proclaim
it anew.
We need to understand that in many ways America is no longer a
Christian culture. Of course, that can change. Many good Catholics
and other Christians still live in it. But if people really understood
and acted on the meaning of Advent, the world would be a different place.
Advent means “coming.” What’s coming in the reality of
Christmas is an invasion. The world needs the invasion but doesn’t
want it. It’s an invasion of human flesh and all creation by the Son
of God; by the holiness of the Creator Himself.
All of us in the Church were baptized to be part of that good invasion. The doubts, the failures, the mistakes of the past don’t matter. Only our choices now matter. How will we live our Christian
faith from this day forward? How will we make our Catholic witness
an icon of Christ’s Advent?
For our own sake, and the sake of the people we love, we need to
pray that our yearning for God will truly reflect God’s yearning for
us. And when it does, then the world will be a different place.
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AS THE ELECT PROSTRATE THEMSELVES BEFORE THE ALTAR, Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap., and the congregation invoke God's mercy and blessing on them by singing the Litany of
Supplication during the ordination Mass Dec. 3 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.

Four men ordained to holy orders
New priests, deacon
bring to 17 number of
men ordained in
Denver this year
BY ROXANNE KING

God is pouring out the grace of
vocations
in
the
Denver
Archdiocese.
In the third and final ordination
Mass for the archdiocese for 2005,
three men were ordained to the
priesthood and one man to the diaconate on Dec. 3 in the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception.
Earlier this year, two other ordination Masses took place, bringing
the total number of men ordained
to Holy Orders for the archdiocese
this year to 17.
And in May, some 11 more men
are expected to be ordained to the
priesthood.
“The Lord has just blessed us,” a
beaming Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., the ordaining
prelate, told the assembly. “It really
is a wonderful gift of God. So to
God more than anyone else, we
give thanks and praise.”
Ordained to the priesthood were
Curtiss Patrick Dwyer, 34, who was
born in England but reared in
Omaha, Neb., and Denver; Marcus
“Marc” Albert Mallick, 32, a Fort
Worth, Texas, native; and Mario
Ramirez-Gomez, 33, who is from
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ARCHBISHOP CHARLES
CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP., lays
hands on the head of Curtiss
Patrick Dwyer, silently invoking
the Holy Spirit and ordaining him
to the priesthood.
San Luis Potosi, Mexico.
Ordained to the diaconate on
his way toward priesthood ordination was Faustinus Uchenna
Anyamele, 32, a native of Nigeria.
The men were all formed at St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary in Denver.
The beautiful Mass included
readings and songs in Spanish and
English, a colorfully plumed and
caped Knights of Columbus honor
guard, scores of vested priests and
deacons, stirring music performed
by the Cathedral Choir and led by

music director/organist Horst
Buchholz, and the solemn ordination rites.
Mass concelebrants included
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago Joseph
Perry; Sioux City, Iowa, Bishopelect R. Walker Nickless; and
Denver seminary rectors Father
Michael Glenn and Father Florian
Martin-Calama.
Noting that the day was the feast
of St. Francis Xavier, priest and cofounder of the Society of Jesus with
St. Ignatius Loyola, Archbishop
Chaput emphasized three points
from the saint’s life especially relevant to the occasion. He stressed
the importance of:
— friendship (community) that
spurs one to achieve holiness;
— the imagination to realize
God’s dream for our lives; and
— the missionary vocation of
the Christian.
Despite his limited ability and
inadequate resources, Francis
traveled to India and Japan and in
10 years converted tens of thousands of people. Considered one of
the most enthusiastic missionaries
of the Church, he was canonized
and named patron of the foreign
missions, observed Archbishop
Chaput.
“If it weren’t for the persistence
of his friends, especially Ignatius,
inviting him time and time again
to embrace the Gospel more faithfully and fervently, he might never

See Ordinations, Page 3
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Ordinations

FATHER CURTISS
PATRICK DWYER

FATHER MARIO
RAMIREZ-GOMEZ

From Page 2

Age: 34

Age: 33

have done it,” the archbishop said.
On imagination he asserted:
“Our communities stir our imagination to greatness and lead us to
desire what is not yet but could be
because of God’s wondrous and
great presence in our lives.”
About the missionary vocation
he said: “The missionary vocation
of the Church flows from the life of
the Holy Trinity — the Father
sends the Son to the world, then
the Son sends the Church to the
world around us. Jesus said to his
disciples: ‘As the Father has sent
me, so now I send you. Go forth,
therefore, to all nations and baptize them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.”
“You are transformed in this celebration of our sacrament today to
be sent to the Church as the Father
sent Jesus,” the archbishop said.
He urged the men to consider that
the Church and the future of our
community can be different because of their ordained ministry.
“Remember, my brothers, Jesus’
words in today’s Gospel,” he said.
“‘It was not you who chose me, but
I who chose you and appointed
you to go and bear fruit that will remain.’”
The Rite of Ordination began
with the men — first the deacon
candidate then the priest candidates — being called to the altar by
Deacon John Neal and affirmed as
worthy of ordination by Msgr.
George Schroeder, vicar for clergy.
Upon the archbishop’s acceptance
of them, the congregation erupted
into applause.
With the deacon candidate
again going first, the men then
took turns kneeling before the
archbishop to promise celibacy
and obedience to him and his successors.
In one of the most moving moments of the liturgy, the candidates
prostrated themselves before the
altar as the congregation sang the
Litany of Supplication, asking the
saints’ intercession for the men.
In silence the archbishop laid
hands on each of the men as they
knelt before him. During this pivotal moment, the Holy Spirit was
invoked and each man was ordained. To symbolize the unity of
priests and bishop and the unity of

Birthplace: Royal Air Force Station
Lakenheath, England

Birthplace: San Luis Potosi, Mexico

Reared: Lincoln, Neb., and Denver

Education/Career: Former certified
public accountant with bachelor’s
degrees in humanities and
philosophy; received degrees from
universities in Spain, Rome and
Mexico.

Education/Career: Former
mechanical engineer with degrees
in engineering (Colorado School of
Mines) and philosophy (St. Louis
University).
Assigned: St. Mary Parish, Littleton

FATHER MARCUS
“MARC” ALBERT
MALLICK

Reared: San Luis Potosi, Mexico

Assigned: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish, Fort Collins

DEACON FAUSTINUS
UCHENNA ANYAMELE

Age: 32

Age: 32

Birthplace: Fort Worth, Texas

Birthplace: Lagos, Nigeria

Reared: Fort Worth, Texas

Reared: Lagos, Mbaise and Okpala,
Nigeria

Education/Career: Former grade
school teacher with bachelor’s
degree in liberal arts and a
pontifical catechetical diploma
(Magdalen College, Warner, N.H.)

Education/Career: Bachelor’s
degree in philosophy (Pontifical
Urbaniana University, Rome).

Assigned: St. Thomas More Parish,
Centennial

Assigned: Cure d’Ars Parish,
Denver; in residence at Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception

the priesthood, the concelebrating
priests also laid hands on the new
priests.
The newly ordained deacon was
invested with a stole and dalmatic,
the outward signs of his ministry.
The new priests were invested with
a stole and chasuble.
Deacon Anyamele was also empowered to preach the Gospel.
“Receive the Gospel of Christ,
whose herald you have become,”
Archbishop Chaput said as the
deacon knelt before him. “Believe
what you read, teach what you believe and practice what you teach.”
As each new priest knelt before
him in turn, Archbishop Chaput
anointed their hands with chrism
oil, symbolizing their distinctive
participation in Christ’s priesthood. He then presented each of
them with a paten and chalice, indicating their duty of presiding at
the celebration of the Eucharist
and of following Christ crucified.
With a fraternal kiss the archbishop and the priests present
welcomed the new priests into
their shared ministry. The deacons
also gave the kiss of peace to the
newly ordained deacon welcoming him into the order of deacons.
In his concluding remarks, the
archbishop expressed gratitude to
the men’s families and their home

churches for the men’s vocations.
He also thanked St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary for forming
the men. (The newly ordained
priests earned bachelor’s degrees
in sacred theology.)
Telling the congregation to get
down “on their knees” and thank
God at some point that day for the
new clergy, the archbishop knelt
himself to receive a blessing from
the newly ordained priests.
“I can’t believe it has happened
after this long journey,” Father
Mallick told the Register about his
ordination. “I feel greatly blessed,
honored and humbled.”
Father Dwyer described feeling
“a sense of peace and mission.”
"Being a member of the clergy is
having more responsibility to
bring the message of God to all
people," said Father RamirezGomez. "We accept the responsibility of being faithful to God's call,
and to prepare more and more
every day in order to do our best to
extend the kingdom of God."
“I just feel grateful to God for
granting me, his unworthy servant, a privilege to serve the
Church of God here in Denver and
the universal Church at large,” said
Deacon Anyamele. “I would like to
ask for continued prayer from the
holy people of God.”

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 8: Committee of Vicars and Directors meeting, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.); Mass, feast of the Immaculate
Conception, cathedral (5:30 p.m.)
Dec. 9: Presbyteral Council meeting (10 a.m); followed by College of Consultors meeting, JPII Center
Dec. 10: Mass and Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)
Dec. 11: Father Woody’s Christmas dinner, Adam’s Mark Hotel; Mass at cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
Dec. 12-13: Catholic University of America, Board of Trustees meeting, Washington D.C.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon Faustinus Uchenna Anyamele, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately. He is assigned in residence at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception and to pastoral ministry at
Cure d’Ars Parish, Denver, effective Jan. 4, 2006, until May 13, 2006.
Rev. Curtiss Dwyer, appointed parochial vicar, St. Mary Parish, Littleton, effective Jan. 4, 2006, until June
2009.
Rev. Marc Mallick, appointed parochial vicar, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial, effective Jan. 4, 2006, until
June 2009.
Rev. Mario Ramirez, appointed parochial vicar, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort Collins, and outreach to
nearby Hispanic communities, effective Jan. 4, 2006, until June 2006.

GUEST COLUMN
BOSTON ARCHBISHOP

SEAN P. O'MALLEY
O.F.M. CAP.
Church must teach truths of
the Gospel in and out of season
Boston Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley, O.F.M. Cap., released the following letter to his parishioners on Nov. 23.
The Church’s efforts to defend the institution of marriage has been
interpreted by some as an indication of the Church’s hostility toward
homosexual persons. The way that the Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts framed the issue is unfavorable to Catholics or others
who do not oppose anyone, but rather support an institution which
is the cornerstone of society.
Right from the beginning of this controversy I have called on all
Catholics to rally behind the cause of marriage. It is encouraging that
a number of Catholics who are homosexuals have expressed to me
their conviction that marriage between a man and a woman is important for children and therefore for society.
The Church’s position is not based on an animus against people
with a homosexual orientation. Each and every member of the
Church is called to holiness regardless of their sexual orientation. The
Church has often warned against defining people by their sexual orientation in a way that diminishes their humanity. Each person is a
mystery, an irreplaceable treasure, precious in God’s eye. We are God’s
creatures and in baptism we are his sons and daughters, brothers and
sisters to one another.
The extreme individualism of our age is undermining the common
good and fractionalizing the community. The Church wishes to call
people to unity based on mutual respect and a commitment to the
common good. We do not want Catholics who have a homosexual
orientation to feel unwelcomed in the Catholic Church. We remind
them that they are bound to us by their baptism and are called to live
a life of holiness. Many homosexual persons in our Church lead holy
lives and make an outstanding contribution to the life of the Church
by their service, generosity and the sharing of their spiritual gifts.
We must strive to eradicate prejudices against people with a homosexual orientation. At the same time the Church must minister to all
people by challenging them to obey God’s commands, the roadmap
for a meaningful human life that allows us to draw near to God and
to one another.
In the Gospel when the self-righteous Pharisees bring the adulteress to be stoned, Jesus says let he who is without sin cast the first
stone. Then to make sure they got the point Jesus wrote their sins on
the ground. The stones fell from their hands and they fled. Jesus said:
“Neither do I condemn you”, but he added, “Go and sin no more.”
If we tell people that sex outside of marriage is not a sin, we are deceiving people. If they believe this untruth, a life of virtue becomes all
but impossible. Jesus teaches that discipleship implies taking up the
cross each day and following him with love and courage.
It is never easy to deliver a message that calls people to make sacrifices or to do difficult things. Sometimes people want to punish the
messenger. For this reason we priests at times find it difficult to articulate the Church’s teaching on sexual morality. We must never deliver the message in a self-righteous way, but rather with compassion
and humility. It is important to express the moral teachings of the
Church with clarity and fidelity. The Church must be Church. We
must teach the truths of the Gospel in season and out of season.
These recent times seem to us like it is “out of season”, but for that
very reason it is even more urgent to teach the hard words of the
Gospel today.
We know that friends and relatives of homosexual Catholics sometimes feel torn between their allegiance to Christ and their concern
for their loved ones. I assure them that these goals are not incompatible. As Catholics we profess a firm belief in the dignity of each person
and in the eternal destiny to which God calls us. Calling people to embrace the cross of discipleship, to live the commandments and at the
same time assuring them that we love them as brothers and sisters
can be difficult. Sometimes we are told: “If you do not accept my behavior, you do not love me.” In reality we must communicate the
exact opposite: “Because we love you, we cannot accept your behavior.”
God made us to be happy forever. That true and lasting happiness
is accessible only by a path of conversion. Each of us has our own
struggles in responding to the call to discipleship and holiness. We are

See O'Malley, Page 16
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GUEST COLUMN
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL
Seamus Hasson: knight
of religious freedom
Kevin Hasson — “Seamus” to one and all — is the founder of the
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, a public interest law firm and educational institute, and a true hero of contemporary Catholicism.
Now, after a decade of legal work in defense of the “first freedom,”
Seamus has written his first book, The Right to Be Wrong: Ending the
Culture War over Religion in America (Encounter).
As his Irish name might suggest, Hasson is a great story-teller, and
The Right to Be Wrong begins with a corker — How the Parking
Barrier Became Divine, and Thus Caused Problems. Let Seamus tell it
in his way:
“...The Japanese Tea Garden of San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park ...
had long been a particularly well-groomed part of the park, a haven
from the stresses of urban life. (In 1989, though) there was a problem.
A crane operator had abandoned a traffic or parking barrier at the
back of the tea garden. It was a small, bullet-shaped lump of granite
that clashed with the ordered nature of the place, an irritant that
park-goers periodically tried to have removed. Bureaucrats being
what they are, however, the stray parking barrier remained.
“It remained, that is, until 1993, when the bureaucrats learned of a
New Age group’s interest in it. The New Agers ... had recognized
something significant about the shape of the parking barrier: it resembled a Shiva Lingam, a manifestation of the Hindu god Shiva.
What was more, they had come upon it unexpectedly and in a wooded setting, just the way you’re supposed to discover a Shiva Lingam.
The little band of believers had rejoiced and begun to worship. In
fact, they now came regularly to pray and make offerings of incense
and flowers to the stone bullet. All of which greatly alarmed the very
same authorities who had resolutely neglected to remove the traffic
barrier as an eyesore. The bureaucrats roused themselves and announced that it was their duty to prevent worship on (not to mention
of) public property; the parking barrier had to go.
“Whereupon the New Agers ... sued for an order blocking removal
of the little granite lump. ...The authorities agreed to give the spare
barrier to its devotees, who agreed to pray to it in private, someplace
else.”
The tale of the divine parking barrier illustrates just how goofy
American constitutional law on religious freedom has become since
the Supreme Court began inverting the First Amendment in the 1947
case, Everson v. Board of Education. The Framers’ intent to foster a
robust religious life in America by preventing the Federal government from “establishing” any denomination as the governmentally
approved faith has now been turned inside out. Today, the First
Amendment is widely understood to require, not simply governmental “neutrality” between denominations, or between belief and unbelief, but governmental suspicion of, bordering on hostility to, to any
public manifestation of religious conviction in the public square.
As Hasson nicely puts it, “nobody could ever have mistaken parking-barrier worship for an officially established religion, even in San
Francisco.” But the Supreme Court’s crabbed and cranky First
Amendment jurisprudence, filtering down to the level of petty city
bureaucrats, resulted in the removal of the eyesore-that-had-become-a-god, not because it was ugly and obtrusive but because
somebody thought it was divine and behaved accordingly. Mr.
Madison, call your office.
The Right to Be Wrong explores, historically and conceptually, the
convictions that drive the Becket Fund: “Freedom of religion is a
basic human right that no government may lawfully deny; it is not a
gift of the state, but instead is rooted in the inherent dignity of the
human person. Religious expression (of all traditions) is a natural
part of life in a civilized society, and religious arguments (on all sides
of a question) are a normal and healthy element of public debate.
Religious people and institutions are entitled to participate in governmental affairs on an equal basis with everyone else, and should
not be excluded for professing their faith.” It’s now been forty years
since Vatican II’s Declaration on Religious Freedom. Celebrating
Seamus Hasson’s accomplishment, and reading his book, are good
ways to mark that historic anniversary.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

The spiritual Advent of the heart
BY ANTHONY LILLES, S.T.D.

John the Baptist tells us to
“Prepare the way of the Lord.”
Mary says to “Do whatever he tells
you.” But every Christmas jingle in
every store claims that our hearts
are restless because we have not
yet exhausted ourselves on “stuff,”
which we need to hurry up and
consume as Christmas only comes
once a year.
As a parent I often struggle with
getting caught up in the Christmas
rush. The parties, the end of the semester and the Christmas shopping wear me out so that by
Christmas Day I have very little
Christmas spirit left. But this is not
how the Church designed our holiday and I suspect that the Holy
Spirit would wish a very different
experience for my family and me.
In fact, the Church wants to prepare us for a deeper joy than parties, the end of a semester and
Christmas shopping could ever
offer. It points to this by inviting all
of us into a spiritual Advent of the
heart.
The Advent season offers a lifechanging encounter with the mystery of God. The word “Advent”
refers to the mystery of Christ’s
coming into the world and into
our hearts. This mystery recalls the
expectations surrounding the
birth of Jesus, the awe-filled hope
that the King will return in glory,
and the Word of the Father who
even now never stops coming to us
through the liturgy, prayer and an
unbroken stream of opportunities

to discover him in those the Father
sends us. How do we prepare our
families and our hearts for this encounter, for this spiritual Advent?
To answer this question, the
Church invites us to contemplate
the figures of Mary and John the
Baptist. In the Sunday readings,
John the Baptist commands us by
his words to prepare for the Lord’s
coming by reforming our lives. On
the Advent holy day of the
Immaculate Conception, Mary
“who pondered these things in her
heart” invites us by her example to
prayerfully wait on the Lord by
meditating on his words. And the
great celebration of Our Lady of
Guadalupe directs us to the work
of evangelization as part of preparing for the coming of the Lord.
Making straight a pathway for
the Lord is a call to repentance. To
repent means to re-think our lives

in the light of the Lord. This is done
best by going to confession. But in
a special way, we should look at
our relationships with one another, especially the members of our
families. What to do with that one
family member who really let
everyone down? Or, that other
person that you made a little
promise to yourself you would
never forgive? The “Catechism of
the Catholic Church” reminds us,
“It is not within our power not to
feel or forget an offense; but the
heart that offers itself to the Holy
Spirit turns injury into compassion
and purifies the memory in transforming hurt to intercession” (No.
2843).
After heeding the Baptist, we are
ready to meditate on God’s word
with purity of heart, just as Mary
did. The readings of Advent move
from a call to be vigilant about the
Lord’s final coming in glory to a call
to prepare for the joyful remembrance of his first coming at
Christmas — this helps us contemplate the truth about the generous gift of time entrusted to us by
the Lord. Time is directional: it
moves to God, even in these frantic
days before Christmas. The
Scripture readings make us aware
that the Lord is not disinterested in
our plight. He is breaking through
into our personal world just as he
has and will break into our material world. Why would He do such a
thing unless he believed in us? We
have good reason to hope in the

See Advent, Page 15

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
St. Mary’s concerts exquisite
I have been following the invitations of St. Mary’s Choir, which advertises its concerts in your newspaper. Anyone who values exquisite musical performance as well as
quality of selection will delight in
these profound gifts, which nurture
our spirits, our hearts and our
souls.
Thank you to the Register for
such advertising!
Hildegard Letbetter
Denver

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than
250 words and should include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters are
not those of the editorial staff.
Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be
printed. Unsigned letters will not
be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to
303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.
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Ambrose was born
of a noble family in
Gaul about 340. He
was educated in
Rome and became
a poet and a well
known speaker.
When he moved to
Milan he was appointed governor.
Though only a catechumen, he was
chosen by acclamation, at age 34,
to be bishop of Milan. He was then
baptized and consecrated.
Ambrose gave his riches to the
Church and to the poor. He was an
eager student of Scripture and the
writers of the Church. He defended
the Church against the Arian
heresy of his time and braved the
anger of Empress Justina by
resisting her attempt to give one
of the churches of Milan to the
Arians. He rebuked and led to
penance Emperor Theodosius and
his queen, who in a moment of
irritation had punished many of the
inhabitants of Thessalonica. He
was the friend and consoler of St.
Monica in her sorrows, and in 387
admitted to the Church her son, St.
Augustine, who was converted by
his sermons.

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
Joseph is described
as of the ‘house of
David.’ Why is that
significant?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
This quiz looks at a person who
features prominently in the
Nativity story, but much less later
on — St. Joseph.
1. Why is the unusual “husband of
Mary” used as a descriptor for
Joseph?
a. Because in his tribe, the
Danites, the women inherited the
property;
b. Because he was thought to
have been married successively to
two Marys;
c. Because he was not Jesus’
father, so this is an accurate
descriptor.
2. What was his occupation?
a. A maker of weapons;
b. A carpenter or builder;

St. Ambrose died in 397, and is
revered by the Church as one of
her greatest doctors and
defenders.

c. A tax collector or publican.

The feast of St. Ambrose, bishop
and doctor, is Dec. 7.

a. David had been a shepherd, so

3. Joseph is described as of the
“house of David.” Why is that
significant?

8. What changed Joseph’s mind?

this was prerequisite to Jesus
being the Good Shepherd;

5. Where did Joseph live when he
was betrothed to Mary?

b. The Messiah was expected be
from the house of (King) David;

a. Nazareth;
b. Bethlehem;

b. He reread Deuteronomy and
thought the law did not apply;

c. The association with David
meant that his family was
protected by the Romans.

c. Jerusalem.

c. He was visited by an angel.

6. According to Matthew’s Gospel,
when Joseph discovered Mary
was pregnant, what was he
reluctant to do?

9. Why did Joseph take his
pregnant wife to Bethlehem?

4. What is unusual about Joseph’s
father’s name?

a. He saw the Oprah show;

a. To get her away from the
neighbors so they would not know
when the child was born;

a. He is called “Jacob” in one
Gospel and “Heli” in another;

a. Shame her by reporting it;

b. He was called Antipas, which is
an entirely Greek and non-Jewish
name;

c. Divorce her.

b. To start a new job as a builder
in the Temple of the Nativity;

7. In fact under Jewish law, Mary
might have been subject to:

c. To enroll in a census demanded
by the Romans.

c. He was also called Joseph, even
though custom demanded a son
have a different name from his
father.

b. Bring her to the temple;

a. Criticism;
b. Death by stoning;
c. Banishment.

ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.b, 3.b, 4.a, 5.a,
6.a, 7.b, 8.c, 9.c

THE SAINTS:
ST. AMBROSE
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Vatican says no ordaining homosexuals,
men who support ‘gay culture’
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - A longawaited Vatican document said the
Church cannot allow priestly ordination of men who are active homosexuals, who have “deep-seated” homosexual tendencies or
who support the “gay culture.”
Such people have serious problems relating properly to men and
women and present a risk of “negative consequences” that should
not be underestimated, the document said.
The Vatican published the ninepage instruction from the
Congregation for Catholic Education Nov. 29 after more than eight
years of internal discussion and
debate.
The document did not define
what it meant by “deep-seated”
homosexual tendencies, but contrasted them with the “transitory”
problems of adolescence.
Such transitory tendencies must
be clearly overcome at least three
years before ordination as a deacon, it said. It did not explain what
was meant by “overcome” or how
that could be determined.
The document was leaked to the
Italian press earlier in November.
In the United States, Bishop
William S. Skylstad of Spokane,
Wash., president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
said in a statement Nov. 29 that the
instruction showed a “Christian realism” about what is expected in
candidates for the priesthood
when it comes to their “affective
maturity.”
Bishop Skylstad urged bishops
and major superiors to have a
“prayerful and honest” discussion
of the new norms with their priests
and seminarians. He also made a
point underlined by several other
bishops: that many homosexually
inclined men are, in fact, good
priests.
The Vatican document was
signed by Cardinal Zenon
Grocholewski, prefect of the education congregation, which prepared the instruction for use by
bishops, religious superiors and
seminary rectors around the
world.
The instruction, dated Nov. 4,
was approved Aug. 31 by Pope
Benedict XVI, but not in “forma
specifica.” That means the document carries the authority of the
education congregation and does
not have precedence over the existing Code of Canon Law, an informed Vatican source said.
In a letter accompanying the
document, the Vatican made it
clear that the instruction does not
challenge the validity of previous
ordinations of priests with homosexual tendencies, Vatican sources
said.
The Vatican also communicated
to bishops and seminary officials
that homosexuals are not to be appointed as rectors or educators in
seminaries.
“This is a logical consequence of
the instruction, that those involved

CNS PHOTO FROM REUTERS

POLISH FATHER P. Jarek
Cielecki, seen in Rome Nov. 29,
shows the official Vatican document that says active homosexual men should not be accepted
into seminaries or ordained to
the priesthood.
in formation of seminarians
should have a personal situation in
conformity with the norms,” a
Vatican official told Catholic News
Service.
The document cited the
Church’s teachings that homosexual acts are gravely sinful and that
homosexual tendencies are “objectively disordered.”
In the light of those teachings, it
said, the Church, while deeply respecting homosexuals, “cannot
admit to the seminary or to holy
orders those who practice homosexuality, present deep-seated homosexual tendencies or support
the so-called ‘gay culture.’”
“One must in no way overlook
the negative consequences that
can derive from the ordination of
persons with deep-seated homosexual tendencies,” it said.
“Different, however, would be
the case in which one were dealing
with homosexual tendencies that
were only the expression of a transitory problem - for example, that
of an adolescence not yet superseded,” it said.
“Nevertheless, such tendencies
must be clearly overcome at least
three years before ordination to
the diaconate,” it said. Ordination
as a deacon precedes priestly ordination by at least six months.
The instruction emphasized
that the final judgment on ordination of candidates for the priesthood fell to bishops and to major
superiors of religious orders. The
bishop or major superior must arrive at a “morally certain judgment” on the candidate’s qualities,
it said.
“In the case of a serious doubt in
this regard, he must not admit him
to ordination,” it said.
The document also said seminary spiritual directors have an important task in discerning the suitability of priesthood candidates.
While respecting their relationship
of confidentiality with seminarians, they should seek to convince
those with “disturbances of a sexual nature” to abandon a priestly vocation, it said.
“If a candidate practices homosexuality or presents deep-seated

See Vatican, Page 7
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Vatican

Plenary indulgences to mark Vatican II anniversary

homosexual tendencies, his spiritual director, as well as his confessor, have the duty to dissuade him
in conscience from proceeding toward ordination,” it said.
The document said the candidate himself also has a primary responsibility for his own formation.
It would be “gravely dishonest” for
a seminarian to hide his homosexuality in order to reach ordination,
it said.
The text urged bishops, bishops’
conferences and seminary officials
to make sure that the norms are
faithfully observed “for the good of
the candidates themselves and to
guarantee that the Church always
has suitable priests who are true
shepherds according to the heart of
Christ.”
The document said the need to
issue specific norms on admitting
homosexuals was “made more urgent by the current situation”; it did
not elaborate on that statement.
The full title of the document
was “Instruction Concerning the
Criteria for the Discernment of
Vocations With Regard to Persons
With Homosexual Tendencies in
View of Their Admission to the
Seminary and to Sacred Orders.”
A PDF version of the new Vatican
instruction on homosexuals and
the priesthood is available on the
Web site of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.org/
instruction.pdf.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To
mark the 40th anniversary of the
close of the Second Vatican
Council, Catholics can receive a
plenary indulgence for taking
part in any public or private devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Pope Benedict XVI authorized
the special Dec. 8 indulgences to
encourage the faithful to carry
out the council’s teachings on
peace, justice and charity, said
U.S. Cardinal J. Francis Stafford,
archbishop emeritus of the
Denver Archdiocese and head of
the Apostolic Penitentiary, a
Vatican court dealing with indulgences and matters of conscience.
The pope expressed his hopes
that all the Church would be united with him and their “common
mother,” Mary, on Dec. 8, so that
the faithful “may be strengthened
in their faith, follow Christ with
greater dedication, and love their
brothers and sisters with more ardent charity,” said the cardinal.
The Vatican published the cardinal’s statement announcing the
indulgences and outlining the requirements for receiving them
Nov. 29. Dec. 8 is the feast of the
Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
An indulgence is a remission of
the temporal punishment due for
sins committed. A plenary indulgence is the remission of all pun-

From Page 6

BY CAROL GLATZ

ishment.
Cardinal Stafford said that to
obtain the special Dec. 8 feast day
indulgences one must fulfill the
normal requirements set by the
Church for all plenary indulgences, which include that within
a reasonably short period of time
the person goes to confession, receives the Eucharist and prays for
the intentions of the pope, all in a
spirit of total detachment from
the attraction of sin.
The faithful must also participate in a formal prayer service in
honor of Mary “or at least openly
demonstrate their devotion to
Mary” by praying before an image
of the Immaculate Conception on

display for public veneration. The
faithful should also recite the
Lord’s Prayer, the creed and a
prayer to Mary.
Cardinal Stafford said the special indulgence was being offered
to mark the 40th anniversary of
the formal close of the Second
Vatican Council by Pope Paul VI,
who proclaimed Mary “the mother of the Church” and the “spiritual mother of us all.”
Catholics who cannot visit a
Marian shrine or pray before a
communal image of Mary because of illness or other serious
reason could still earn the indulgence “in their own home or
wherever they are” Dec. 8, he said.

BRIEF
Advent reminds
Christians they must
renew world, says pope
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The joy
that marks Christians’ preparation for Christmas and the hope
with which they look toward the
establishment of God’s kingdom
of peace and justice are attitudes
that must be communicated to
others, Pope Benedict XVI said.
“Advent is the time when
Christians must reawaken in their
hearts the hope of being able to
renew the world with the help of
God,” the pope said Nov. 27 during his midday Angelus address.
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Advent homily becomes charming children’s book
BY JOHN GLEASON

Beware the Moresy Bug. It shows
up during Advent and Christmas
and is looking for anyone so
wrapped up in the receiving end of
gift giving that they forget the true
meaning of the seasons.
“The Tale of Moresy Bug &
Benjamin Getts” is based on a
homily by Father Brian Morrow.
Now in its second printing, Moresy
Bug deals with one boy’s journey to
understand the meaning of
Advent. Father Morrow has been
doing the homily of the Moresy
Bug for years, long before he became pastor of St. John the Baptist
Parish in Longmont.
In the story, Benjamin Getts is so
concerned about making his own
Christmas list that he has no time
for anything else. That’s when the
Moresy Bug shows up. There’s no
bug spray or net or anything that
will rid Benjamin of the bug. It
won’t leave him alone until he begins to appreciate family, home
and the real meaning of Advent.
“You get bit by the Moresy Bug
because you’re greedy and selfish
and don’t think about others,”
Father Morrow said. “You certainly
aren’t thinking about Jesus and his
birth. The only way to get rid of the
bug is to be nice, share and give
things to the poor; do something
for someone else.”
Father Morrow has used the
story of the Moresy Bug for so long
he isn’t sure where the idea first
came from. Traditionally, he uses
the story at the Children’s Mass on
the first Sunday of Advent.
“It’s become an instant recognition for the kids,” he said, “and I
have parents who tell me stories

MORESY BUG
THE TALE OF MORESY BUG &
BENJAMIN GETTS, by Father
Brian Morrow. Odyssey Books
(Longmont, Colo.; 2005). 32 pp.,
$14.95.

BOOK COVER to "The Tale of
Moresy Bug & Benjamin Getts."
about their kids going home and
pulling toys off their shelves to donate to the poor.”
But for all the positive response
to the tale through the years,
Father Morrow said he never really
gave much thought to writing it
down. “I can tell a story, but I’m not
a writer.”
Fortunately, parish member
Barbara Ciletti saw the story as
more than just a good homily. A
publisher for Odyssey Books, she
saw the potential in getting the tale
of the Moresy Bug into book form
and into the hands of many more
children.
“I started to think about the
homily and how it could be projected,” she said. “Not only did we
get a great book for kids, but the
proceeds provided seed money for
an arts program at the school.”
Ciletti and Father Morrow
worked for months on converting
the homily to a story. The character
of Benjamin Getts had to be created from scratch so the bug would
have someone to torment.
“Benjamin has red hair and a

black Labrador dog, just like me,”
Father Morrow said with a chuckle.
“Creating this took some time, but
eventually the book was finally finished.”
Ciletti said a first run of 1,500
copies flew out the door and a second printing of 3,000 copies was
ordered. “These are all sold
through church,” she said. “They
are selling nicely.”
For all the work involved, both
writer and publisher agree the ultimate result has been that not only
does the message of giving get delivered, but they have been able to
facilitate a broader reach for the
children in the parish.
For Father Morrow, becoming a
published author means he has
some extra duties, including traveling to other parishes to do readings of his book. On Dec. 9, he’ll be
reading to students at Sts. Peter
and Paul School in Wheat Ridge
and at St. James School in Denver
on Dec. 20. Father Morrow said he
likes this part better than writing.
“Putting the whole thing together was a fascinating process, but it
was hard work,” he said. “Now that
the book is getting around the response is amazing. It’s a kick.”
Anyone wishing to purchase a
copy of “The Tale of Moresy Bug &
Benjamin Getts” can go online to
the parish Web site: www.johnthebaptist.org.

Annunciation Radio offers
stirring Christmas CD
BY PEGGY SAWYER

Annunciation Radio, the
grassroots Denver ministry
striving to bring Catholic radio
to the Front Range, has released
an inspiring Christmas CD produced by local Catholic artists
and choirs that is now available
at many area churches and gift
shops.
Featured artists on the
“Emmanuel: God is with us” CD
include Horst Buchholtz, director of music at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception,
and his wife, Cecilia Nam, director of the cathedral’s children’s
choir, performing “Ave Maria,”
“Gesu Bambino” and “0 Holy
Night.”
Guest soprano Mei-Li Cecelia
has recorded four selections including two from Handel’s
“Messiah.”
Choirs from St. Thomas More
and St. Vincent de Paul can also
be heard on the album.
Proceeds from donations for
the CD ($10 minimum is suggested) will help Annunciation
Radio purchase a radio station.
While raising the necessary
funds, its Web-based station is
ready to tape. The first show to
be recorded, “Perspectives: A
Dialogue Between the Orthodox
Jewish and Roman Catholic
Communities,” will help Catholics better understand their
Jewish roots and members of
both faiths understand their re-

ANNUNCIATION RADIO is offering an inspiring Christmas CD
they are billing as "the stocking
stuffer you can have faith in." It is
available at area churches and
Catholic goods stores. Visit online
at www.annunciationradio.org.
lationship with one another.
Seth Ward, religious professor
at Wyoming and Colorado universities, Rabbi David Atler of
the East Denver Orthodox
Synagogue and Father Federico
Colautti,
vice
rector
of
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary
make up the discussion panel.
Internet programming designed by the Brothers of St.
John to explain their philosophy
and that of Pope John Paul the
Great is also planned.
More information about the
CD, Internet programming or
Catholic radio is available online
at www.annunciationradio.org.

Abundance of Christmas events to please all ages at area churches, venues
BY JENNIFER NOWAK

‘A Christmas Carol’
The Denver Center Theater
Company presents a charming
new musical adaptation of
Charles
Dickens’
beloved
Victorian
masterpiece.
“A
Christmas Carol” plays Tuesday
through Sunday, Nov. 25-Dec. 24,
at the Denver Center for the
Performing Arts, 1245 Champa St.
For more information and tickets,
call 303-893-4100 or visit www.
denvercenter.org.
‘The Nutcracker’
Colorado Ballet performs a
stunning new production of the
traditional
family
classic.
Wednesday through Sunday, Nov.
26-Dec. 27, at the Ellie Caulkins
Opera House, 950 13th St. Tickets
may be purchased at Ticketmaster ticket centers, the Colorado
Ballet box office, or by calling 303837-8888.
A Colorado Christmas
Join the Colorado Symphony
Orchestra and Chorus and the
Colorado Children’s Choral for a
sparking evening of traditional

and contemporary seasonal favorites Dec. 15-18 at Boettcher
Concert Hall, 1245 Champa St.
Tickets may be purchased
through Ticketmaster. For more
information, visit www.colorado
symphony.org.
Denver Zoo Lights
This Denver tradition shines
brighter than ever. This year’s festivities offer added animal viewing, ice sculptures, carolers, and
warming stations offering hot
chocolate, cider and cappuccino.
Wildlights at the Denver Zoo runs
from 5 p.m.-9 p.m., nightly.
Tickets prices range from $5-$7.
Call 303-376-4843 for more information.
Blossoms of Light
Thousands of colorful lights
draped in dazzling designs illuminate the Denver Botanical
Gardens, highlighting the natural
grace and beauty of the gardens.
Each night enjoy performances
by hand bell choirs, carolers,
dancers, and musicians. Tickets
range from $4-$8. The Denver
Botanical Gardens are located at
1005 York St. Call 720-865-3544 or

visit www.botanicgardens.org.

Risen Christ at 303-758-8826.

St. Mary’s concert series
The St. Mary Chamber Choir
will perform Johann Sebastian
Bach’s “Magnificat,” Antonio
Vivaldi’s “Gloria” and the Winter
Concerto from Vivaldi’s “The Four
Seasons.” Matthew Loucks conducts the St. Mary Baroque
Orchestra on Friday, Dec. 16 at
7:30 p.m. at St. Mary Parish, 6853
S. Prince St., Littleton. Tickets
may be purchased for $12 in advance, $14 at the door. Call 720283-4783 or visit www.stmarylittleton.org.

St. Martin’s Chamber Choir
St. Martin’s Chamber Choir
presents its joyful holiday concert
“Gloria in Excelsis . . . “ featuring
an international collection of ancient and modern works. Performances will be held on Friday,
Dec. 16 at the Broomfield
Auditorium, Saturday, Dec. 17 at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Denver, and Sunday, Dec. 18 at St.
Elizabeth’s Church on the Auraria
Campus. All concerts begin at
7:30 p.m. Tickets may be ordered
by calling 303-298-1970. For more
information, visit www.stmartinschamberchoir.org.

Church of the Risen Christ
Several choirs directed by
Music Director Bill Kittle will perform a selection of carols, both
traditional and contemporary.
The choirs include a children’s
chorus, ladies choir, a mixed
choir and the small ensemble,
“Steadfast.” This promises to be
an enjoyable holiday music experience for both young and old.
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 3 p.m. Church
of the Risen Christ, 3060 S.
Monaco Parkway. For more information, contact Church of the

‘The Night Before Christmas’
The Heritage Square Music
Hall, located at 18301 W. Colfax
Ave. in Golden, presents “The
Night Before Christmas” every
Saturday at 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.,
through Dec. 31. Based on the
beloved poem by Clement
Moore, it’s the perfect way to get
in the Christmas spirit. Tickets are
$6 for children, $5 for adults. For
reservations, call 303-279-7800 or
visit www.hsmusichall.com.

Evergreen’s Luckylure Magic
Forest
A short drive to Evergreen will
bring one to Luckylure Magic
Forest where the family can enjoy
holiday music, decorations and
fresh trees of every size from
which to choose your Christmas
tree. Located at highway 73 and
Brook Forest Road in Evergreen.
Luckylure is open now to Dec. 21,
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Visit www.
coloradochristmastrees.com.
Teddy Bear Tea
The Pinnacle Club at the Grand
Hyatt Denver Downtown hosts
High Tea on Sunday, Dec. 11 at 2
p.m. Located at 555 17th Ave., this
festive event allows adults to
bring a child to join them, plus a
bear to donate as a holiday gift.
Bears collected at the tea are
given to children at the Volunteers of America Brandon Center.
The price of the tea is $35 per
adult, with a complimentary admission for one child age 10 or
older. For reservations and more
information, call 303-295-5712.
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Handmade crafts from artisans in the Holy Land make for meaningful gift giving
BY JOHN GLEASON

Giving gifts that help others is
one way to make the practice
more meaningful at Christmas.
One suggestion for an appropriate gift for the season can be found
among the handmade crafts from
artisans in the Holy Land; beautiful works of art carved from olive
wood by craftsmen who’ve inherited their knowledge of their art
from their ancestors.
The Knights of Columbus
Council at Church of the Risen
Christ in Denver have imported
rosaries from artists in the Middle
East for several years. The handmade rosaries, priced at $5, have

proven to be very popular gifts, according to Grand Knight Dave
Kaus.
“These rosaries are beautiful,”
he said, “a simple design in olive
wood and wonderfully finished.
Every year, we sell thousands of
them through the Book Nook at
church and to other councils
across the country.”
Kaus estimates the number of
rosaries sold through the council is
in the thousands. The popularity is
so great that people continue to
order year after year.
“I know of religion teachers who
buy 60 or 70 at a time for children
who will make their first
Communion,” he said. “They’re

also perfect for young men and
women who are going to be confirmed in the Church.”
Truly, it’s the perfect gift.
Rosaries can be purchased
through the council by e-mailing
Kaus at d.kause@comcast.net, or
at the Book Nook at Church of the
Risen Christ.
The importers at Bethlehem
Handicrafts also sell wooden
crafts. For three years, the
Bannoura family have imported
fine works of art from their native
Bethlehem to sell in this country;
everything from crosses and angels to ornaments and Nativity
scenes. According to Mike
Bannoura, the end result consti-

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

tutes the work of many people.
“Many families can be involved
in the making of one figure,” he

HANDMADE
olive wood gifts
sold through
Bethlehem
Handicrafts at
local mall
kiosks and online help
Christians in
the Holy Land
struggling to
support their
families due to
a lack of
tourism.

said. “One person will carve the
hands while another creates the

See Suggestions, Page 13
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Suggestions From winter to spring in Narnia — and in life
From Page 12

BY JEANETTE DEMELO

face. It isn’t just one person involved.”
The art of carving religious figures can trace its ancestry back
many generations. Early on, the artisans work with their hands, often
using simple tools of their own design. Each piece of wood is selected
and cut to size before the carving
begins. The creation of one figure
could take a long time. Today some
machinery is used to help move the
work along faster, but Bannoura
points out that despite modernization, because each piece of olive
wood is different, every piece
maintains its own character.
“Look at the face of Jesus or the
expression of the Holy Family. The
natural hues guarantees that no
two figures will look alike,” he said.
“In a Nativity scene, we use dozens
of pieces of wood. It creates a profound depth of character.”
Bannoura said that a complete
look at their inventory can be
found online at www.bethlehemhandicrafts.com. Orders go
out in seven to 14 days, but for
those who prefer to look before
they buy Bethlehem Handicrafts
operates kiosks at local malls, including Park Meadows, Colorado
Mills, Westminster Mall, Southwest
Plaza, Southglenn and Flatiron in
Boulder.
“These make beautiful gifts,”
Bannoura said. “Something to keep
forever.”

Will the new Narnia film only
appeal to a Christian audience? Can the fantasy-seeking
viewer enjoy it too? Will the
movie be a box office
success? Will the lover of the
Chronicles of Narnia books find
the film faithful? These are some
of the questions posed during
the pre-release media hype
around Disney’s cinematic rendition of C.S. Lewis’ “The Lion,
the Witch, and the Wardrobe.”
I wait with expectation to see
how the world reacts to this
magical story. As a lover of the
books my sneak preview did not
leave me disappointed.
For me, Narnia is not simply
an attempt at Christian evangelization or an invitation to escape into a nonsensical mythical
fantasy world. Rather, it’s a story
that depicts life as an adventure
in which one searches for happiness. This adventure leads to the
realization that actions have
consequences not only for oneself but for entire communities
and that, in the end, self-giving
love is the action that conquers
all.
The story is of the four
Pevensie children, who escape
from the bomb raids of London
during World War II to the house
of an old professor in the English

countryside. In the house, the
children discover a wardrobe
that leads them into the magical
land of Narnia, where the White
Witch and her winter reign.
Narnians, who are talking animals and mythical creatures, live
in fear and wait with hope for
liberation from the cold winter.
If you’re not familiar with the
story and don’t want to know
how it ends, read no further.
The children fulfill their hope
despite a few bad choices. With
the help of Aslan, the lion king of
Narnia who sacrifices himself for
their sake, they defeat the White
Witch. Winter melts away to
spring and Narnia is free.
Life itself is an adventure. At
least that is how I’ve come to see

it, as I, like the Pevensie children,
experience unexpected twists
and turns. Nearly a year ago I
found myself in a thicket of
physical and emotional stress. At
this time, perhaps out of a desire
to escape to the simplicities of
childhood or just to mark another classic off my reading list, I
took up the seven-part series of
Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia.
At first an intellectual and
Christian peer pressure colored
my read. Lewis’ work has been
championed by Christian communities as a Christian allegory
of Salvation. Certainly a
Christian can’t help but see the
story of Salvation in Aslan’s
death on behalf of his people
and his resurrection that leads to

evil’s defeat. Yet Lewis himself
said he didn’t intend to write a
Christian allegory.
As I became more enchanted
by Narnia, it wasn’t necessarily
the Christ image that enriched
my life. Narnia reminded me to
be childlike and simple like Lucy,
the youngest Pevensie, who first
discovers Narnia and encourages the others to adventure
too. I sadly identified with
Edmund whose resentfulness
and selfish pursuit of his own

See Narnia, Page 18
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Nine girls graduate from quinceañera program at Centro
BY DCR STAFF

Nine beautiful girls were
crowned with sparkling tiaras
last month in a graduation ceremony that reminded them of
their commitment to purity.
The nine Hispanic teens had
completed a quinceañera program developed by the organization Friends First and held at
Centro San Juan Diego, the archdiocesan Hispanic center for
outreach and education.
The teens and their parents
participated in the eight-week
class to better prepare them for
the roles they would assume as
responsible young women following the traditional rite of
passage on their 15th birthday
known in the Hispanic community as quinceañera.
The graduation ceremony
gave the participants the opportunity to make a public declaration of their commitment to
chastity until marriage. In addition to being crowned with a
tiara, which symbolized the
knowledge they had gained, the
girls also received a commitment symbol from their parents
— a necklace or ring to wear as a
daily reminder of their dedication to chastity. The festive graduation included music, food, a

Mass appeal?
Tips for talking to
your turned-off teen
about the importance
of Sunday worship
BY JULIE CARROLL
THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

For many Catholic families,
Sunday is a day of struggling with
teenagers who do not want to go
to Mass — hardly the day of rest
our faith calls for. What’s a weary
parent to do?
First, realize you’re not alone.
Many parents are fighting the
same Sunday battles with their
children. Here, a few experts offer
advice parents can use to help
their children understand the importance of participating in Mass.
Why do I have to go to
Mass?”Because I said so,” might
have worked when your children
were younger, but older children
and teenagers need a better explanation.
”When they’re older, we keep
giving them the simplistic answer, and we can lose them,” said
Doug Bosch, a theology teacher
at Holy Family Catholic High
School in Victoria. A better answer, he said, is that “while God is
present everywhere, he promised
to be especially present in the
bread and wine” of the Eucharist.
Mary McClure, a religion
teacher at Convent of the
Visitation School in Mendota

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

TEENS who completed the Friends First quinceanera program at
Centro San Juan Diego pose together wearing their tiaras, signs of
the knowledge they learned in the program and their commitment
to purity.
special cake, dancing, and many
invited guests who went to support the participants.
“Thanks to this program, I was
able to learn a lot about the
meaning and importance of
celibacy,”
said
graduate
Berenice García. “It has also
helped me to understand and
communicate in a better way
with my parents and friends.”
The program explores character development, body image,
love, relationships, dating
boundaries, peer pressure, com-

munication with parents and
peers, the negative consequences of early sexual involvement and the benefits of chastity until marriage. It also includes a community service
project that urges the participants to begin thinking about
their adult role in their community.
Graduations were also held at
St. John the Baptist Church in
Longmont and at Holy Trinity
Church in Westminster.

Heights, said it’s OK for parents to
tell their children that they need
to go to Mass because it’s something the family does together.
“It says to the kids, ‘You’re part
of the family, and there are things
that we value,” McClure said. “If
we don’t give our kids any roots, if
we say when they’re 18 they can
decide on morality, then they’re
going to leave their faith.”
But along with that answer,
McClure suggests parents talk
with their children about how
their faith has affected their own
lives. Use personal examples, she
said. “If you can personalize your
faith, it makes more sense to the
kids.”
McClure, the mother of six children, suggests parents take an
honest look at what might be
lacking in their own faith lives if
their children have lost interest in
attending Mass.
“Sometimes when it isn’t of
value to the kids, it’s because the
value has been lost for the parents,” she said. “I heard a priest
say if we have a tradition and we
don’t value it but we just do it,
that’s going to be lost in a generation.”
Where does it say in the Bible
that we have to go to Mass on
Sunday?
Participating in Mass fulfills the
Second
Commandment,
“Remember to keep holy the
Sabbath day,” (Exodus 20:8).
It also fulfills Christ’s command
at the Last Supper: “When the
hour came, he took his place at
the table with the apostles. …
Then he took the bread, blessed
it, broke it, and gave it to them,
saying, ‘This is my body, which

will be given for you. Do this in
memory of me’ (Luke 22:14,19).
The “Catechism of the Catholic
Church” points out that Jesus
didn’t say just to remember his
words and actions; he explicitly
said, “Do this in memory of me”
(emphasis added).
At Mass, Jesus makes himself
literally present to us in the
Eucharist, according to the catechism. The Eucharist is not the
only place we encounter Christ,
but because he is fully present in
the Eucharist ”body, blood, soul
and divinity” it surpasses all others.
I don’t get anything out of
Mass. The priest is boring, the
music is terrible, and it’s not relevant to me.How many times have
you heard this excuse? Maybe
you’ve even said it yourself.
“The first response I have is
that you’re not supposed to get
anything out of it,” said Father
Peter Wittman, pastor at St.
Joseph in West St. Paul.
At least, personal gain shouldn’t be your primary reason for attending Mass, he said. The reason
we celebrate the Eucharist is not
to get something, but to thank
God for what he’s already given
us, according to Father Wittman.
When we go to Mass expecting
to be entertained, often we are
disappointed, McClure said. “We
kind of have a vending machine
mentality, and we kick the machine if it doesn’t give us our
money back.
“Not every priest is a great
speaker, and not every singer
sings our kind of music,” she said.
But the purpose of Mass is not to

See Mass, Page 15
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Mass

Advent

From Page 14

From Page 4

BY JOHN GLEASON

entertain us; it is to draw us closer
to God, to transform us. God
doesn’t need us to attend Mass”
we need him.
Can’t I just pray on my own?
Having a personal relationship
with God is important, but we
also need a community of people
who share our values and beliefs
to support us, according to
McClure.
No matter what age we are, we
need spiritual guidance to stay on
the right path, she added.
Father Wittman noted the social dimension of Christianity,
saying: “At baptism, we entered
into the Church community. We
come together as a community to
celebrate the Mass, in which we
hear God’s word, we praise God,
we receive God’s body and blood,
and support one another in our
faith.”
Father Wittman said an individual who places himself outside of
the Christian community is like a
football player who does not show
up for games on Sunday — he’s
not really part of the team.
We need the support of the
church community, he added, because society’s competing values
can be overwhelming.

Lord — he hopes in us even more.
After imitating the Immaculate
Conception, who pondered the
Word in her heart, we should also
consider Mary’s evangelization of
America. Our Lady appeared to the
poor and the broken, giving them a
word of hope when all seemed
hopeless. Mary is an example to us.
As individuals and as families
where can we go to bring hope?
Nursing homes, shelters and lonely
family members need more than
donations and anonymous gifts,
they need witnesses to the love of
Christ. Our Lady of Guadalupe invites us to evangelize by being instruments of hope. Just as she told
Juan Diego to be confident, she invites us to be confident today.
So this Advent, I plan to renounce the gospel of frantic exhaustion and embrace the coming
of the Lord. I will go the parties, finish the semester, and get the shopping done; but for my heart I will
also do things to discover the compassion, contemplation and witness that will prepare the Way of
the Lord.

For two priests in the
Archdiocese of Denver, 2005
marked the 25th anniversary of
their ordination. Earlier this year,
a Mass was said to honor all the
jubilarians in northern Colorado.
Among those honored were
Father Robert Fisher and Father
Brian Morrow.
Father Fisher is currently pastor of All Souls Parish in
Englewood. Reflecting on the
last 25 years, he counts many
blessings.
“When the Holy Father came
to Denver for World Youth Day
was certainly a high point,”
Father Fisher said. “Working with
the children in the school and
traveling to the Holy Land are
also special.”
But he was quick to add that
the celebration of the Eucharist
is what he is most thankful for.
Growing up in Montana,
Father Fisher began to think
about a religious life while in
high school. When he told his
family about his desire to become a priest, some of them
were taken aback.
“My father said he was very
surprised,” he recalled.
Father Fisher thought of the
many places he’s been assigned
in the past 25 years, and talked
fondly about his time as assistant
pastor at the Cathedral of the

Anthony Lilles has a doctorate in
sacred theology from Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aquinas
(Angelicum) in Rome. He is acaReprinted with permission by demic dean at St. John Vianney
The Catholic Spirit, ©2005 The Theological Seminary, married and
Catholic Spirit.
the father of three children.

Jubilarian priests celebrate 25 years
Immaculate
Conception.
“It was a
great place to
work with a
terrific staff,”
Father Fisher
said. “We called it ‘ministry of the
FR. ROBERT
moment’ because things
FISHER
would change so quickly. You
never knew what was going to
come your way.”
Father Brian Morrow attended
Catholic schools all his life, but it
wasn’t until he was attending the
University of Dayton that he
knew he wanted to be a priest.
He said his family was a bit surprised at his decision.
“My dad was enthused because he went to daily Mass,” he
said.
It’s celebrating the sacraments
especially the Eucharist and reconciliation that are most important to Father Morrow as well as
his relationship with the parishioners.
“It’s special, the way people
welcome us into their lives; their
world,” Father Morrow said.
“We’re there with them through
all the good and bad times.”
For the last seven years Father
Morrow has been pastor of St.
John the Baptist in Longmont, an
active parish of over 4,000 fami-

lies and more
than 430 children enrolled
in the school.
“We have
one of the
largest enrollments in our
history,” Father Morrow
FR. BRIAN
said.
“But
that’s all part
MORROW
of it. I love it because it’s big, diverse and it’s bi-cultural.”
Looking back at his first 25
years, Father Morrow says it all
comes down to one thing: “God
is in charge. It’s God’s Church and
I’m simply his instrument.”
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New program to train lectors
offered by the Liturgy Office
BY DCR STAFF

A new program to train lectors
is being offered by the Office of
Liturgy.
The program is for those discerning a call to this ministry as
well as those already serving as
lectors who would like to enrich
their skills.
Lectors
proclaim
the
Scriptures to the assembled
faith community.
Men and women who accept
the call to this ministry are presumed to be people of faith and
lovers of Scripture, said the director of the Office of Liturgy
Deacon Chuck Parker.
“We are very excited about it,”
said Deacon Parker.
“The program arose out of the
requests of pastors and parishes
for the office to provide this
service,” he added.
The first half of the program
will require six hours. It will consist of two hours of lecture and
discussion on three consecutive
Monday evenings — Jan. 26 and
Feb. 6 and 13, 2006. The meet-

ings will be held at the John Paul
II Center, 1300 S. Steele St.
Topics to be explored include:
liturgical spirituality, the Church
and sacred Scripture, literary
forms in the Bible and how they
are read, the spirituality of lecturing, and communication dynamics.
The final six hours is a specifically designed half-day workshop set Feb. 18, 2006, at St.
Vincent De Paul Church in
Denver.
The workshop will use videotaping and/or supportive class
feedback in order to give lectors
an opportunity to incorporate
principles learned in class and
sharpen their oral reading technique.
A person’s readiness for the
lecturing ministry is determined
by the pastor of the parish.
For more information or to
register, call 303-715-3156.
Cost for the entire program is
$10.

Sacred Heart kids beg in the cold
BOULDER — Sometimes a man
with no legs, and bumps all over
his body sits in a wheelchair outside Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
asking for change. Other homeless
folks sometimes attend Mass,
seeking shelter from the cold.
“It’s sad that so many people
don’t have a home,” said Catherine
Choi, an eighth-grader at Sacred
Heart of Jesus School.
Choi and several dozen of her
schoolmates got a taste of what it’s
like to stand outside in the cold
asking for money or food Nov. 25 at
the University of Colorado vs.
Nebraska football game.
“We had heard that the Boulder
Shelter for the Homeless was out
of food, and some of the parents at
Sacred Heart started talking about
ways our students could help,”
said Sacred Heart parent Marie
Raikes. “We are trying to organize
monthly events in which the students of Sacred Heart do something substantial to help those
who are less fortunate.”
As fans paraded by on their way
into the game, Sacred Heart students rang bells and chanted
“Boulder Homeless shelter needs
food, anything helps.”
Various media organizations
had helped spread the word that
Sacred Heart students would be
collecting cans and cash at the
game, and in all they collected 10
large boxes of food and more than
$2,000 — mostly in small bills
dropped into buckets.

PHOTO BY WAYNE LAUGESEN

“That will help us a lot,” said a
homeless shelter employee.
“Things are really tight right now.”
The shelter, like most other organizations that depend upon
charitable donations, is feeling the
effects of Gulf Coast hurricanes.
Charity directors say people are
donating so much to the hurricane
relief that little is left for traditional
charities at home. They describe
an environment of “charity fatigue,” in which so many organizations are asking for help that people who normally give are feeling
overwhelmed.
“We called around and heard
that donations are down everywhere,” Raikes said.
“We contacted the CU athletic
director’s office and they gave us
permission to collect donations
outside of the game.”
Sacred Heart eighth-grader
Tricia Brennan said she and most
of her classmates feasted for

SACRED HEART
OF JESUS eighth
graders Tricia
Brennan (left)
and Catherine
Choi ask for cash
or cans at the
University of
Colorado vs.
Nebraska game
to
help the Boulder
Shelter for the
Homeless.

Thanksgiving the day before the
cash and can collection, which she
said drove home how fortunate
they are to have dependable
warmth and food.
“Here we all just had these huge
dinners, and we’re out here today
because the homeless are just trying to get anything they can to eat,”
Brennan said. “We eat as much as
we want, and many others have
nothing. It makes me really sad,
but it feels good to at least do a little bit to help them.”
That’s exactly the kind of introspection Raikes said she and other
parents wanted to instill in Sacred
Heart children.
“It’s educational to show them to
look at the world from perspectives other than just their own,”
Raikes said. “It’s good for them to
realize that just because we have
food on our tables doesn’t mean
that it’s that way for everyone.”

O'Malley
From Page 3
not alone. Christ promised to be
with us and has given us his
Church and sacraments to help us
on the road.
At every Mass we pray that beautiful prayer before the sign of peace:
“Lord, look not on our sins, but on
the faith of your Church and grant
us the peace and unity of your
kingdom.” May God grant us that
grace of peace and unity.
The letter is available for download in PDF format at www.rcab.
org./News/releases.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Solemn Novena to Our Lady of
Guadalupe: St. Dominic Parish, 3005
W. 29th Ave. Services will be held in
Spanish and consist of exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament, rosary, litany,
preaching and Benediction. All are
welcome.
Dec. 4-12: 7 p.m.
Adoration: St. Catherine of Siena,
4200 Federal Blvd. Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays
immediately following the 8 a.m. Mass
until 11:30 a.m. Thursdays immediately following the 8 a.m. Mass until 8:30
p.m.
Militia Immaculata Holy Hour: with the
Missionaries of Charity, Seton House,
1840 Grant St. St. Maximillian Kolbe’s
apostolate was to evangelize through
the media. Praying to start
Annunciation Radio in Denver.
Every Thursday: 7 p.m.
Weekly Adoration: Queen of
Vietnamese Martyrs, 4655 Harlan St.,
Wheat Ridge. Call 303-431-0832.
Thursdays: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Fridays: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Blessing of Baby Jesus: bring the
family Nativity figure of Baby Jesus to
be blessed. All families are invited to
gather in the cafeteria after the service for deserts, crafts and fellowship.
Please bring a small gift for a needy
baby. St. Vincent de Paul, 2375 E.
Arizona Ave. Call 303-770-1160.
Dec. 23: 7 p.m.
Pilgrim Statues of Our Lady of Fatima:
sponsored by the Ambassadors of
Mary will be at homes throughout the
Denver area. For times and locations,
call Tom 303-322-6009.
Rosary for Life: led by Father Robert
Reycraft, at Planned Parenthood, 20th
and Vine. Call John and Marcia 303691-9215 or Fred 303-985-8638.
Every third Saturday: 7:30 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Open House: on the Feast Day of San
Juan Diego. Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St. Enjoy hot chocolate and sweet bread.
Dec. 9: 7:30 a.m.-noon
4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Catholic Daughter of the Americas:
Court St. Rita 625, will hold its monthly meeting at Annunciation Activity
Center, 3627 Humboldt St. Open to
Catholic women 18 years and older.
For more information, call Regent
Rose Arrellano at 303-412-5925 or
Dolores Jones at 303-367-4506.
Dec. 11: 1 p.m.
New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance: St.
Joan of Arc, 12735 W. 58th Ave.,
Arvada. Great menu, singers, dancing,
and door prizes. $50 per person. For
tickets call Michael Carrick at 303679-1277.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; jennifer.nowak@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Amici Italiani of Queen of Peace:
Italian club open to all to learn and
share the Italian culture.
Every second Saturday: 10 a.m.noon

oradochristmastrees.com for more information.
Nov. 25-Dec. 21: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Vehr Theological Library Used Book
Sale: John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele
St. Call 303-715-3146.
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-noon

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: sponsored by the Catholic Biblical School.
The group will be led by Tim Gray, director of the Biblical School, and
Father Humberto Marquez. To learn
more, call Ben Lager at 303-715-3149,
or visit www.pilgrimages.com/cbs.

RETREATS/SEMINARS

PILRIMAGES AND TOURS

Abbey of St. Walburga Weekend Retreat: “The Three Comings of Christ,”
32109 N. U.S. Highway 287, Virginia
Dale. Cost: $30, $10 deposit. Call 970472-0612, visit www.walburga.org.
Dec. 10

Pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey:
Father David Bluejacket of St. Mary in
Littleton leads the journey that will
follow the footsteps of St. Paul. Call
Tom, 720-283-4733.
September 2006

Men’s Discernment Program: The
Archdiocsesan Vocations Office is
sponsoring a series of monthly meetings for men considering a vocation to
the priesthood. John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St. Call 303-282-3429
for more information.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.

2006 Lenten Pilgrimage: Father
Tomas Fraile will lead a 16-day pilgrimage. Rome, the Vatican, Assisi and
the Holy Land. For more information,
call Irene, 303-477-7863.

Natural Family Planning Classes:
schedule available at http://nfp.denver.co.us/ or call NFP hotline 303-7153239.

ENTERTAINMENT
An Evening of Christmas Music: presented by the musicians of Queen of
Peace, Our Lady of Loreto, St. Michael
the Archangel and St. Thomas More.
Queen of Peace Parish, 13120 S. Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Dec. 16: 7 p.m.
St. Mary’s Concert Series: featuring
Bach’s “Magnificate”, Vivaldi’s
“Gloria”, and the Winter Concerto
from Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons.” St.
Mary Catholic Church, 6853 S. Prince
St., Littleton. For tickets, call 720283-4739 or visit www.stmarylittleton.org.
Dec. 16: 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Carols: Several choirs directed by Music Director Bill Kittle will
perform a selection of carols, both traditional and contemporary. This
should be an enjoyable musical experience for all. Church of the Risen
Christ, 3060 S. Monaco Pkwy. For
more information, call the church office at 303-758-8826.
Dec. 18: 3 p.m.
Luckylure Holiday Activity Center:
Christmas trees, wreaths, decorations,
holiday music, wildlife, and covered
wagon rides. Highway 73 and Brook
Forest Road, Evergreen. Visit www.col-

Mediterranean Cruise: Venice to
Barcelona. For more information, call
Father Larry Christensen of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Ft. Collins,
970-226-1303.
Oct. 16-29 2006

SINGLES
ARC II: will hold its Christmas potluck
party at the Emmaus Center, Church
of the Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco
Pkwy. Ham and turkey will be provided, but please bring a side dish or
dessert. A collection of sundries for
Sacred Heart House will be held. Call
Sue for more information, 303-7508599.
The Catholic Alumni Club, call
Margaret 303-458-6009 or visit
www.caci.org/cac/colorado.html for
activities.

VOLUNTEERING
Volunteer Mentors and Tutors Needed:
Catholic Charities needs daytime volunteers for its Denver area child care
centers, 2-3 hours per week for at
least six months. Call Stephanie 303308-1420,
Ext.
123,
email:
CCVolunteers@hotmail.com.
Sacred Heart House of Denver: selfsufficiency program for homeless
women and women with children needs
volunteers. Commitment is for one 4hour shift each month or childcare
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Call Joline 303-2966686.
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Retired teacher remembered for her passion
BY JOHN GLEASON

A retired schoolteacher from the
Archdiocese of Denver died Nov.
25. Corinne Kay Ferguson taught
math at both St. Louis Grade
School and at Bishop Machebeuf
High School. Described as a devoted teacher, Ferguson spent
more than 30 years teaching at the
two schools. She retired two years
ago.
Former Machebeuf Principal Bill
Giddings recalled that Ferguson
was especially good with students
who struggled with math.
“In the classroom, she had great
enthusiasm,” Giddings said. “A
genuinely likeable and sweet person. She had principles of iron
when it came to the classroom and
her own faith.”
In addition to teaching,

Ferguson participated in many activities outside the classroom.
According to St. Louis Principal
Patricia Hagen, when volunteers
were needed, Ferguson was often
the first in line.
“Corinne began many of the traditions we have here at St. Louis,”
Hagen said. “She directed our annual Christmas program and was
involved with our senior citizen
Thanksgiving dinner.”
Hagen added that Ferguson
knew how to get the most out of
her students, and often would reward the class on Friday by bringing in homemade treats.
“Corinne called them Fergie
Bars,” Hagen said with a laugh.
“But that was her. She touched
everyone’s life she came in contact
with.”

Narnia
From Page 13
notion of happiness leads him to
betray his family and endanger
all of Narnia. I was in awe of how
simply being in the presence of
Aslan gives the children comfort
and courage. And I was invigorated by the final unity of all of
the Pevensies as they, together
with Aslan, battle in self-sacrificing love to defeat the witch.
As I was drawn into the experience of Narnia, the coldness and
numbness of my heart, wrought
by the hardships of life, changed
like the dead of winter melting
away into the freshness of
spring.
“The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe” is for me a story of

passionate love overcoming
blindness and selfishness. It’s a
story of the search for true happiness and the freedom and joy
that are found in self-giving. My
hope is that the movie will lead
everyone to a see life as an adventure in search of happiness,
beauty, truth and love.
For Lewis, and many others
including me, that search leads
to Christ.
Jeanette DeMelo is general
manager of the Denver Catholic
Register and communications
director for the Archdiocese of
Denver.
THE DISNEY FILM "The
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe,"
opens Dec. 9.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

Maintenance Technician

WE NEED

The Little Sisters of the Poor
CNA’s & PERSONAL CAREGIVERS
are looking for an individual with
Be a Companion for a Cherished Senior
proven experience with all aspects
Hourly Shift/24-Hour Live-in.
of preventative building maintenance.
If you are a nurturing quality-minded
This individual must be skilled in HVAC, individual with your own transportation,
plumbing and electrical. Send resume to
3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver, CO 80211 Please call us. Must speak English well.
(303) 504-0313
or fax (303) 433-4636.
Private Room and Board

YOUTH MINISTER
$395 per month for 2nd floor room, $525 for 1st
St. Jude Catholic Church is looking for an
floor room, plus $250 one time deposit.
assistant youth minister. Applicant must be
Applicants must be 62 yrs of age or disabled.
a practicing Catholic in good standing, with an
Winona Crt is located at 4635 W. 38th ave.
across from Elitches.
active knowledge of the faith, theological
Call 303-455-9642 or 303-455-0961.
training and formation preferred.
3 meals per day, cleaning service in the comSend resume, references and cover letter to:
mon areas, house phone & TV. Kitchen priv9405 W. Florida Ave., Lakewood CO 80232 or
ileages, sundries, free use of washer and dryer.
agallegos@saintjudelakewood.org
www.associationforseniorcitizens.com.
Christopher C. Felton, P.C.
Attorney at Law

(303) 295-8988
Criminal Defense • Family Law
Personal Injury • Worker’s Compensation
Real Estate-Construction Law
Civil Litigation
y
e
Serving the Denver Community Since 1988

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

Fundraisers Needed
P/T $6.00 an hour
plus incentives.
Computer knowledge
helpful.
Apply at: Association
for Senior Citizens
2839 W. 44th Ave.
Denver, CO 80211 or call
Janette 303-455-9635
from 8:30-3:00.

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS &
REFINANCERS BEWARE!
FREE MONEY! Secrets
Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!
SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid
overpaying on your mortgage. This report is
like getting FREE money! Don’t let your
lender take you to the bank. To get your
FREE copy call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline

1-800-232-4391
ext. 1111
This is a no-obligation community service.
CHRISTMAS TREES
AND FAMILY FUN
Luckylure
Christmas Trees
Highway 73 at
Brook Forest Road
in Evergreen
Check Out our web site.
ColoradoChristmasTrees.com

For Rent 4 Acre
Mountain Home
in Bailey.
Surrounded by
National Forest
Pets welcome
4 acres
$800.00 monthly
303-455-5522
ext 118

CATHOLIC WORKER
USED FURNITURE STORE
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS OF:
• USABLE FURNITURE • DISHES •
• LINENS • CLOTHES •

FREE

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO

303-296-4973

To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda

PICK-UP SERVICE
Volunteers Needed Please Call
The annual return of the
Falkenberg Foundation is
available for inspection at
614 Ogden St. Denver,
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
by any citizen who
requests inspection within
180 days after the date
this notice is published.
William S. Falkenberg, the
princepal manager, can be
called at (303) 832-1645.

Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Claassics to Clunkers, running or not.
We do everything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

800-511-4409
United Children’s Fund, Inc.
www.unchildren.org

ACCUSED?
EXPERIENCED
DEFENSE ATTORNEY
Assisting citizens accused
for over 20 years
FELONIES-MISDEMEANORSTRAFFIC
AFFORDABLE FEES

L. JOHN WILLIAMS, JR.
303-798-3644

PARISH ACCOUNTANT

Seeking individual to provide financial and
business advisory services to parishes, schools,
missions and institutions of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Extensive travel will be required
primarily to parish locations throughout the
northtern half of Colorado. Require experience
in working in an accounting/financial
environment, excellent organizational,
interpersonal and communication skills. Must
be proficient in Word and Excel. Prefer a CPA,
who is a Catholic in communion with the
Church. Must be multi-task oriented and able to
meet deadlines consistently. Excellent salary
and benefit package. Send resume with salary
range requirements no later than
December 16, 2005 to: Archdioces of Denver
1300 South Steele Street Denver, CO 80210
e-mail Barbara.buchaa nan@archden.org;
or fax to (303) 715-2049
Attn: Barbara Buchanan

Local Real Estate Developer
will pay up to 100% of market
value for your “as - is”
home or investment
property.
Call 303-885-1644
for a free
written offer.

F. Thomas Fiedler
PianoTuner/Technician

Tuning, Regulation, Repair
20+plus year experience

303-901-7923
alamoalto@katewwdb.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Gutters, Roofing
We specialize in Residential
repairs and replacement.
Thoroughly Experienced
& Dependable
Over 55 years Service
in Denver Area
AMERICAN ROOFING
SHEET METAL CO.

303-693-1011
320 Santa Fe Drive
After 6 p.m. 798-0983
John P. Mauler

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

Garage
Doors
Foothills Garage

PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

Williams & Sons
Electric

Quality Work Guaranteed
Established

CJ Roofing Company
www.cjroofing.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts
CALL NOW!

303-394-2802

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832
y Not in (303)
conjunction with other discounts e

SKUL PLUMBING

• Owner Operated
Add’l Circuits,
• Repair/Remodel
Lighting,
• Licensed/Insured
Kitchen Upgrades, HOT
• Senior Discount
TUBS, Room Additions
Door Company Service
Upgrades a Specialty • Over 25 Yrs.
Free Estimates
Combined Exp.
303-989-6040 303-762-9484
•
Visa - Mastercard
Sales & Service
Since 1994

Member of All Souls

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED

303-422-2097

303/360-8226
303/668-4854

Quality Work

•BASEMENTS
•ROOM ADDITIONS
•KITCHENS •BATHROOMS

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more!

(303) 937-8854

Tile/Grout
Problems

Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Products
Repairs & Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms

Winter Specials - 303-756-5908

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:
Roofing, Gutters, Siding
• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

FOR FREE ESTIMATE

Quality Installation at a Reasonable Price
Cory303-422-3409

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

CLASIC RENOVATIONS
& REPAIRS

HANDYMAN
Minor
Remodeling

Electrical, Etc.

Carpentry, Electric, Plumbing, Granite,
Tile. Specializing bath and kitchen.
All jobs 2 Year warrantyy.
25 years exp. Insured, Licensed.
References.

Upholstery
formerly Custom Design &
Colorado School Upholstery

Complete Furniture
& Upholstery

59 Years • Family Owned

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
UPHOLSTERY
NO LABOR
CHARGE
Specials
All you pay for
Is Fabric and Supplies
100’s of samples
Senior Discounts

720-201-0997

720-366-5564
Juaquin & Gil Garcia

720-290-3502

CLEAN AS A

TWIN PINES
WINDOW
CLEANING

CUSTOM
UPHOLSTERY
BY DECOR

Residential specialist.
Free Estimates.
Offered City Wide.
Available immediately.
Call Bob

SMALL SHOP
SPRING SPECIAL
10% Off Couch & Loveseats

303-329-8205

303-466-4503

WHISTLE

WINDOW
CLEANING
& Tinting
CALL:

Don’t Sweat the Small
Stuff . . . That’s Our Job!
One-time/weekly/monthly

We supply everything.
apartments, homes, offices
Move ins/outs, Metro area
References Available

303.248.9435

303-507-4094

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

Manuel Reeves

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext
Bonded & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
* We Clean Vinyl Siding*

Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN
Raimon Pearson, Owner

PAINTING

40 yrs. experience

Ceramic Tile • Tubs and Showers
Floors • Walls • Countertops
• Sheet Vinyl Flooring • Etc.

Call Jerry 303-522-2000
303-981-6172
J&G
REMODELERS SUPPLY

HOME CARE
& CLEANING

Now! Order service online at www.braconier.com

Call: Jack

COMPLETE
KITCHEN &
BATH
REMODEL

Res. & Comm. Wiring

Open at 6:30 am for your convenience

Remodeling

HOMEOWNER’S INTERIORS
Quick, prompt, professional electrical service at a
great price. Remodeling
or troubleshooting our
expertise (materials
at cost) Free quotes.

24 Hour Service
Phone:303-777-3037

•MECHANICAL
CONTRACTING
•TENANT FINISH
•FULL SERVICE
PLUMBING,
HEATING,
AIR CONDITIONING
& REFRIGERATION
FAX: 303-744-3155

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Insured • Bonded

A PRO IMAGE
PAINTING
INC.
PAINTING
Where your business
is always appreciated!

Since 1984

For a custom
Over 25 Years
professional touch
Experience
Call Your Full Service
•Residential
Painting
Co. including
•Commercial
DRY
WALL
& TEXTURING
10% DISCOUNT
303-412-838 8 office
Free Estimates

10% off with ad
720-434-3090

P.U & Del. Available

FREE ESTIMATE
Free Pickup/Delivery
Sr. Citizen Discounts

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!

MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
WINTER DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE
November-March
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

Please mention
the ad in the Denver
Catholic Register
when you call on
advertisers!
Thank you
for supporting the
advertisers who help
support our paper!
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