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Follow Denver Catholic on Facebook and Twitter for World Youth Day updates
www.DenverCatholic.org |

@DenverCatholic |

www.facebook.com/DenverCatholic |

DenverCatholic@archden.org

World Youth Day holds a special place in the heart
of Denver Catholics. After all, it was World Youth
Day 1993, when Saint John Paul II visited Denver,
that our archdiocese was set ablaze with the Holy
Spirit and radically changed forever. This year,
World Youth Day is July 25-31 in Krakow, Poland,
and many pilgrims from Denver are on their way
to participate in this special part of the Church’s
culture. Denver Catholic has all the latest information from Krakow, from Denver’s presence at World
Youth Day this year to the daily schedule. So take
a look inside, read some of
our pilgrims’ stories and be
a part of World Youth Day!
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Treasuring our youth

C

an you imagine a sea of two
million people gathered
together in a field, united in
prayer, in faith in Jesus Christ and
energized by their encounters with
one another? In a few short days, this
will be the scene at World Youth Day
in Krakow, Poland. If you are watching, you will see that faith and hope
are alive in young people around the
world.
At his papal inauguration ceremony, Pope St. John Paul II captured this well when he said to
young people, “You are the future
of the world, you are the hope of the
Church, you are my hope.”
That is why I have gone to every
World Youth Day since the Toronto
gathering in 2002. As I look ahead to
Krakow, I’m reminded of how important it is for me as a bishop to encourage that joyful encounter with Christ,
to challenge young people to live the
Gospel and to support them in their
encounter with the Lord.
In today’s world, the difference
between the values marketed to
young people and those of Christ is
clear. When he met with youth in
Rome for the diocesan level World
Youth Day last year, Pope Francis
highlighted those starkly contrasting
messages.
“Dear young friends,” he said, “in a
culture of relativism and the ephemeral, many preach the importance
of ‘enjoying’ the moment. They say
that it is not worth making a life-long
commitment, making a definitive
decision, ‘forever,’ because we do not
know what tomorrow will bring.”
ARCHBISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
JULY 23: Transitional
diaconate ordination
for Denver seminarian,
Krakow, Poland
JULY 25–JULY 31: World
Youth Day, Krakow, Poland,
Catechist for English
speaking pilgrims

General Manager

KARNA SWANSON
Director

ANDREW WRIGHT
Business Manager

MICHAEL O’NEILL

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, then Father Aquila, center, assists Saint Pope
John Paul II with Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception during World Youth Day 1993 in Denver. photo by James baca | denver catholic

Instead of giving in to the prevailing culture, the Holy Father urged
young people to be “revolutionaries”
who swim against the tide and who
have “the courage to be happy.”
“I am asking you to rebel against
this culture that sees everything
as temporary and that ultimately
believes you are incapable of responsibility, that believes you are incapable of true love.”
Today we don’t hear enough about
the good things God is doing. But at a
World Youth Day gathering, the reality that he is at work in the hearts of
many young people is readily apparent. There is no other way to explain
the joyful, peaceful, inspiring stories
of grace in action that are heard when
young people return home.
But in order for those stories to

@ArchbishopDen
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continue after World Youth Day, our
young people must be continually
supported and encouraged. The
future health of our Church and society depends upon courageous young
people who are willing to reject the
destructive ideas promoted by secular
society, and encounter Jesus through
prayer, the Scriptures, the sacraments and in vibrant, Christ-centered
friendships.
A life-changing encounter with
Jesus in Poland must not be the end
of the Christian journey; in fact, for
many of our youth, it will be a new
beginning. And it is up to us—you and
me—to receive our youth when they
return from the mountaintop and
teach them through our prayers and
our lives how to integrate that new
beginning into a rich lifetime of being

one of Jesus’ disciples.
It is essential that we each ask
ourselves: “How can I encourage the
young Catholics I know to deepen the
experience of Christ and his Church
they had in Krakow?” And if the
young people you know didn’t make
it to World Youth Day, then look for
ways to help them meet Christ and
experience the joy of meeting others
who are alive in their faith.
We are now over halfway done
with the Jubilee Year of Mercy, and
this World Youth Day is taking place
under the patronage of two saints
of mercy—St. John Paul II and St.
Faustina—with the theme, “Blessed
are the merciful, for they will receive
mercy.”
During the first days of the gathering, I will do my best to ensure that
the experience of World Youth Day
is a lasting one by presenting on the
three themes of mercy. I have always
found it to be a great blessing to participate in this way as a bishop, teaching young people, and responding
to their questions with the truth of
Jesus Christ and our faith.
Please join me in praying through
the powerful intercession of these
two mercy saints that our youth will
experience the mercy of the Father,
and have the courage to reject the
falsehoods and false freedoms presented by a culture that does not
know Jesus as Lord. Let us pray that
they, and all people throughout the
world, will encounter the mercy of
the Father revealed in the face of
Jesus and become merciful like our
Lord.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Every act of violence hurts us all.
Let’s change the culture by letting
Jesus change us. #PrayForDallas
AndOurCountry! +sja
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila stands with the Archdiocese of Denver’s
new Director of Vocations Father Ryan O’Neill, left, and newly ordained
Father Guillermo Bustillos, right, at Father Bustillos’ priestly ordination
in Mexico on July 9. photo provided
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Vatican Notes

Fort Collins pastor
staying positive in midst
of cancer diagnosis
BY AARON LAMBERT

F

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

ather Steven Voss, pastor of
St. Joseph parish in Fort Collins, discovered several weeks
ago that a tumor he’s been living with
has increased in size, and is asking for
prayers from the community.
On June 27, Father Voss was hospitalized with an acute case of pancreatitis, he wrote in a letter to his parish.
During his five-day hospitalization,
he learned that a tumor in his torso
has grown, which was the cause of his
sudden illness.
He explained that two months ago,
on the advice of his oncology team, he
elected to switch to a different drug
that had the potential to aggressively
decrease the size of the tumor; however,
the mass grew while he was on the drug.
Now, Father Voss has been advised to
consider immune therapy in an attempt
to enhance his body’s immune system
to fight the cancer. However, this is not
an easy decision for him, as he is also
a recipient of a kidney transplant and
takes anti-rejection drugs that suppress
his immune system in order to keep his
kidney healthy, he wrote.
“Stopping the drugs would allow my

immune system to come back online,
but would surely cause my body to reject
my kidney,” Father Voss wrote. “I’m sure
you can understand how difficult this
decision would be.”
In spite of his diagnosis, Father Voss is
staying positive and
is “confident that your
prayers and support
[will] keep me feeling far better than is
humanly possible,” he
Your
wrote.
“It’s certainly not
prayers
the
news we have
and suphoped for; howport [will] ever, it does serve as
a reminder to give
keep me
thanks for each and
feeling
every day that God
far better blesses us with good
health and vitality,”
than is
he
wrote. “… I see this
humanly
only as another part
possible.” of the journey, a jourFATHER ney I have undertaken
STEVEN
hand-in-hand with
VOSS Jesus Christ. This
brings me peace.”
Please keep Father Voss and St.
Joseph’s parish community in your
prayers.

“

“In the capacity to listen
is the root of peace”
BY MELISSA KEATING

P

ope Francis urged pilgrims to
remember to listen during the
Angelus address July 17.
“A guest doesn’t need to be merely
served, fed, and cared for in every way.
Above all it is necessary that he is listened to — recall well this word — to
listen,” Pope Francis said.
He used the story of Mary and Martha
as an example of busyness vs. listening.
“In busying herself and doing things,
Martha runs the risk of forgetting — and
this is the problem — the presence of her
guest, which in this case is Jesus,” he said.

Deacon Ruben Estrada, relieved of duties at Holy Cross Parish in Thornton and appointed
deacon at Ascension Parish in Denver, effective August 1, 2016
Deacon William Hastings, relieved of Sabbatical status and appointed deacon at St. Peter
Parish in Greeley, effective July 1, 2016

here.
We love it

SOURCE: Zenit.

Foster Love. Foster Hope. FOSTER A CHILD.

Learn how you can become a foster or adoptive parent at our
next info night!
Wednesday, August 10 at 6:30 pm at the
Dahlia Campus for Health and Well Being
located at 3401 Eudora St., Denver, CO 80207

You can help a child in need.
Call 303-458-7220 for details.

FRIDAY

41st

August 5, 2016
6 - 11 pm
Music 7:30-9:30 pm

ANNUAL

SATURDAY

August 6, 2016
5 - 11 pm
Music 7-10 pm

SUNDAY

August 7, 2016
4 - 9 pm
Music 5-8 pm

GAMES • GOOD FOOD • FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!!

$5,000
GRAND
RAFFLE!!

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS

Pope Francis went on to explain that
Jesus didn’t need many things to feel
welcome. He simply needed to be heard.
“To welcome him, many things
aren’t necessary; rather, just one thing
is necessary: to listen to him, the word,
to listen to him, show him a fraternal
attitude, such that he feels that he is
among family, and not in some temporary stopping-place,” he said.
He asked the pilgrims to practice the
virtue of hospitality in their own homes.
“I ask you to learn to listen and dedicate more time to this. In the capacity
to listen is the root of peace,” he said.

Live Music:

Friday - Genuflectones
Saturday - Jon Maez Band
Sunday - Sangre Nueva

Holy Trinity Catholic Parish
7595 N. Federal Blvd., Westminster

Sizzlin’ Summer
Special
Call today at 303.964.3804
to learn how you can get
2 months free rent!
Restrictions apply.

CAR SHOW
4 – 7 pm
Sunday only

Cash Only – NO checks –
ATM on premises

Our faith-based, welcoming
environment includes:
• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• On-Site Physician Clinic
• Daily Mass

2835 W. 32nd Avenue Denver, Colorado 80211
CHILivingCommunities.org
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In-Depth

The antidote to physician-assisted suicide:

CATHOLIC END-OF-LIFE CARE
Divine Mercy Supportive Care
offers hospice, palliative service
BY ROXANNE KING

W

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

hen California’s Brittany
Maynard, 29, was grabbing
headlines in 2014 for her
planned physician-assisted suicide to
evade the last stages of brain cancer,
Colorado’s Jane Smith, 50, was in the
final throes of the same cancer.
Smith, however, chose a natural
death so as to live every second of life
God granted her.
Rather than turning to physician-assisted suicide, Jane and her family turned
to their Catholic faith and the apostolate
Divine Mercy Supportive Care to make
Jane’s transition to death and new life
comfortable, peaceful and beautiful.
Her family says the precious final
days they had with Jane and the love
and courage it took for her to give them
are an incomparable gift.
“I wouldn’t give up those last moments
with my mom for anything in the world,”
daughter Miranda Smith, a college student, said in a video on end-of-life care
(www.dmsci.org/press/palliative-care).
“I can’t imagine not having that at all.”

Decline to sign
BY MELISSA KEATING

O

utside groups with big funding
have picked Colorado as the
next battleground for physician-assisted suicide.
Coloradans’ testimonies defeated
House Bill 1054, “End-of-Life Options
for Terminally Ill Individuals,” which
sought to legalize physician-assisted suicide in the state. However,
pro-physician-assisted suicide groups
are scheming to raise the issue again
in November. Information about this
campaign is being printed for parish
bulletins.

i

DIVINE MERCY SUPPORTIVE CARE

Online: www.dmsci.org
Address: 303 S. Broadway Blvd.,
Ste. 220, Denver, CO 80209
Phone: 303-357-2540
Email: info@dmsci.org

Miranda Smith. photo by andrew wright |
denver catholic

Divine Mercy Supportive Care offers
hospice (end-of-life care) and palliative
(medical treatment and comfort care)
service guided by the US bishops’ Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic
Health Care Services (ERD’s). When the
Smiths, parishioners at St. Thomas More
in Centennial, knew Jane was near the
end of her life, they researched hospices.
“We found Divine Mercy and knew
right away it was exactly what we were
looking for,” Miranda wrote about the
organization, which serves non-Catholics as well. “[Mom] was surrounded
by safety and faith and love.”
Divine Mercy was recently sanctioned by Community Health Accreditation Partner (CHAP), which affirms it
meets the health care industry’s highest
nationally recognized standards. It is
also certified as a Medicare provider.
“When you put those together—
those ERD’s along with the CHAP

accreditation—you have a hospice
that does things very differently,” said
Kevin Lundy, Divine Mercy’s president
and CEO. Offering an example he said,
“Our chaplaincy program is different in
that they are priests, not just because
we are Catholic but because we are
trying to provide the highest degree of
excellence.”
That the organization is a nonprofit,
he said, allows it to be “mission focused
rather than profit focused.
“When you’re a nonprofit,” he added,
“you have no responsibility to shareholders, but to the public to do a public good.”
That public good extends to helping
to build a culture of life by educating
the public on ethical end-of-life care
through consultations, training and
talks. Divine Mercy also helped to
defeat two physician-assisted suicide
bills in Colorado the past two years.
But the physician-assisted suicide

Susan Selner-Wright, associate
professor at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, said that Colorado
is targeted by groups that want to see
physician-assisted suicide legalized
nationally.
“They are in Colorado because
Colorado looks like a good place for
this [physician-assisted suicide] to
move to, and that makes it a jumping
point for more states. It has nothing
to do with the welfare of Colorado,”
she said.
Some of these groups are even
hiring people to get signatures to
put physician-assisted suicide on the
ballot. This is because article five of
the Colorado state constitution allows
for issues to go to the ballot if enough
electors sign a petition. In this case,

they need 98,500 signatures.
The groups championing physician-assisted suicide may use deceptive phrasing such as “compassion”
and “choice” while collecting signatures, Selner-Wright said.
“As a citizen of Colorado, I don’t
think that the provisions in the constitution that allow a certain number of
signatures to get an issue on the ballot
should be exploited this way,” she said.
Opponents of physician-assisted
suicide worry that legalizing it could
have negative effects on the most vulnerable in society, such as the elderly
and handicapped.
“I think that the whole death with
dignity movement really poisons our
culture, really pushes people to buy into
the idea that if you’re a burden, you’re

movement is back in the state again
with ballot issues under way.
“Both sides are being compassionate in saying they don’t want people to
suffer,” Lundy notes in the end-of-life
care video, which was produced by the
Denver Archdiocese. “As Catholics we
don’t believe that hastening death is
necessary to allow a person to die in
peace and comfort.”
Hospice, Lundy said, is the antidote
to physician-assisted suicide.
Had Jane Smith ended her life prematurely with physician-assisted suicide, he noted, she and her family would
have been denied the knowledge of how
profoundly beautiful the dying experience can be. Hospice, he added, is a gift
of time that allows for reconciliation,
for goodbyes, for treasured last experiences and for peace of mind that a loved
one lived their life to its natural end.
The Smith family agrees.
“Divine Mercy was one of the greatest blessings to our family,” wrote
Miranda Smith, who was so grateful
for their service that she served as an
intern for the organization the summer
after her mother’s death.
“In that last month of her life, Divine
Mercy not only supported my mother
but also our family,” she continued. “We
all had the comfort of knowing that we
were doing all that we could to make
her time on earth as peaceful and joyful
as possible.”

better off dead,” Selner-Wright said.
She said she fears what legalized
physician-assisted suicide could do to
those who are no longer productive.
“I have a developmentally disabled
child that people urged me to get rid
of before she was born. Now that
she’s here, people are tripping over
themselves to welcome her. But if she
caught something or was going to cost
a lot of money, then it would probably
go back to the argument for removing
her,” she said.
Signature-collectors will likely be
present at large events and outside of
high-traffic areas like grocery stores.
For more information on physician
assisted suicide and the legislature
surrounding it, visit www.cocatholicconference.org and archden.org/life.
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SAMARITAN

HOUSE
MERCY
30 YEARS OF

30 YEARS OF MERCY
1986 - 2016

’

HELP CHANGE A LIFE, GIVE ONLINE:

SAM S JAM

SamHouseDenver.org

’

SAM S sUPPER
— T H E M E A L T H AT S E R V E S M A N Y —

September 10, 2016

Fundraising dinner and commemorative evening
full of storytelling, music and a great meal.

Meet Barbara. She traveled to Denver to seek a better life.

Divorced and jobless, Barbara was living on the streets. Her
disability checks were not enough to afford her own place. Barbara
survived by staying at some shelters, but her belongings were
stolen. She then came to Samaritan House where she received
clean clothes, boots and toiletries. Barbara says it’s one of the best
shelters in Denver. It’s been a long road, but Barbara is confident
that with our help, she can discover God’s plan for her life.

TEAM

SAMARITAN

HOUSE
30 YEARS OF

MERCY

Mile High Station
2027 W. Lower Colfax Ave, Denver, CO 80204

RIDE THE ROCKIES 2016

Honoring
Bob & Mary Dalton, Bill Daniels,
Father Bill Kraus, John & Carol Saeman, Father Woody

CONGRATULATIONS TEAM SAMARITAN HOUSE!

5:30 pm
Sam’s Art Walk & Wine Reception
with His Eminence, J Francis Cardinal Stafford (by ticket only)

TEAM

SAMARITAN

6:00 pm
Spirits, Snacks & Sounds
Sounds by: Matt Miller & the Lites

HOUSE

7:00 pm
Supper & Show
Sounds by: Matt Miller
Y

ERC
0 YEARS OF M

3

Attire: Colorado Casual

SamHouseDenver.org
SamsSupper.org
REGISTER TODAY!

Ride the Rockies 2016
A GROUP OF 33 VOLUNTEER CYCLISTS
WHO COMPLETED THE SIX DAY,
400 MILE TOUR IN JUNE
FOR COLORADO’S HOMELESS.

Fundraising for Colorado’s Homeless

THANKYOU
YOU TO
SPONSORS
THANK
TOOUR
OUR
SPONSORS

Geneos
WEALTH

M A N A G E M E N T,

INC.

TM
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The Arts at Cabrini proudly presents

Around the Archdiocese

Archbishop Aquila to lead
pilgrimage to Mexico
BASED ON THE COMIC STRIP “PEANUTS”
BY CHARLES M. SCHULZ, this exciting new Broadway theater
production brings the familiar characters of the Peanuts gang
to life onstage. Bring the whole family!!
July 29 – 30, August 5 – 6, and August 12 – 13
7:30 p.m.
July 31, August 7, August 13 and August 14
2:00 p.m.
Cabrini Music Room Theater
For tickets – online: www.sfcparish.org/charliebrown
Or phone 303-919-8000
Directed by Anita Boland, Musical Direction by Dan Wyatt
Book, Music and Lyrics by Clark Gesner; Additional Dialogue
by Michael Mayer; Additional Music & Lyrics by Andrew Lippa

PLEASE JOIN US …

SAINT CLARE FESTIVAL
Capuchin Poor Clare Sisters

Saturday, August 6th 11am to 6:30 pm
Sunday, August 7th Noon to 4:00 pm
Our Lady of Light Monastery

3325 Pecos Street, Denver 80211, ph: 303.458.6339
denver.capclares@gmail.com
Fun for the whole family with delicious food,
arts & crafts, great music, flea market, auction, garden shop,
and plenty of terrific kid’s activities!!
This is a great time to purchase your raffle tickets to
WIN A DREAM VACATION in PLAYA DEL CARMEN, MEXICO
PLUS $1,000 CASH! Ticket price is only $100.
All proceeds will benefit the
Poor Clares Monastery Building Fund

BY AARON LAMBERT

C

ontinuing with
the theme of pilgrimage Pope
Francis called for during
this Jubilee Year of Mercy,
Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila will lead a pilgrimage to visit the Shrine of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
and other holy sites in
Mexico later this year.
The six-day pilgrimage will take place Oct.
27 - Nov. 1 and is being
hosted by Centro San
Juan Diego in conjunction with the Archdiocese of Denver.
“This pilgrimage will
be a wonderful opportunity to encounter Christ
and his mother more
deeply during this Year
of Mercy,” Archbishop
Aquila said in a statement. “It is my hope that
Our Lady of Guadalupe

will guide me and all the
faithful in the archdiocese in growing closer to
her son and that he will
increase our unity as a
Church.”
Pilgrims will have the
chance to visit the Shrine
of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
where Archbishop Aquila
will celebrate Mass in
front of the tilma of St.
Juan Diego, the miraculous image of the Virgin
Mary that appeared to St.
Juan Diego in 1531.
Other sites the pilgrims
will have the opportunity
to visit include Tulpetlac,
the pyramids of Teotihuacan, the Temple of Quetzalcoatl, Tlaxcala and
Puebla. There will also
be a day spent in Mexico
City, where pilgrims will
participate in Mass at the
Metropolitan Cathedral,
the largest cathedral in all
of Latin America.

Archbishop Aquila
will lead a pilgrimage
to the Shrine of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico. photo by karna
swanson

“

This pilgrimage
will be a wonderful opportunity to
encounter Christ
and his mother
more deeply
during this Year
of Mercy.”
ARCHBISHOP
SAMUEL J. AQUILA

MEXICO PILGRIMAGE

Visit centrosanjuan
diego.org for registration info

More than 20 years
of experience

FREE Estimates
Call Raul Fabian
303-668-4905

| denver catholic

& DRYWALL
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“Today I must stay at your house”
New priest from Mexico ordained
for the Archdiocese of Denver
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA

O

carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

n July 9, Deacon Guillermo
Bustillos was ordained a priest
by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
in Sagrado Corazón (Sacred Heart)
Cathedral in his hometown of Chetumal in Quintana Roo, south of México.
Father Bustillos will serve at Saint Stephen Parish in Glenwood Springs.
His ordination was in Mexico due to
his father’s health. His father was not
able to travel to Denver to attend his
ordination because in 2013, he suffered
a stroke and has had three surgeries
since. Archbishop Aquila decided to
go to Mexico to preside his ordination.
Father Bustillos expressed his “joy
and gratitude to God and to the Archbishop who have very closely followed
my vocational process,” he said.
A DISCERNMENT PATH…
Father Bustillos is an agronomy
engineer and has received two master’s degrees in environmental law
and agronomy law. He was 30 years
old when he felt that this was not what
he wanted to do for the rest of his life.
“I felt that my life was empty, hopeless. Something very important was
missing but in that moment I didn’t
know what it was,” Father Bustillos said.
Father Bustillos shared that experience with his pastor, who proposed that

he start a discernment process for three
years. It was then that he discovered
that God was calling him to be a priest.
“I realized that this path fulfilled
my life. I had the opportunity to work
on my career and then, to rebuild my
life; not a life that Guillermo wanted
but a life that Christ wanted,” Father
Bustillos said.
He entered the seminary in 2004,
when he was 34 years old. In 2009, he
came to Denver because he wanted to
serve his compatriot immigrants in this
country. He studied English and theology. In 2011, he went back to Mexico
to resume his studies at the Pontifical
University of Mexico. Then, he moved
back to Denver again.
CATHOLIC OR PRESBYTERIAN?
Father Bustillos’ grandparents
moved to the Presbyterian Church
when they were young. The new priest
remembers that when he was a child, he
sometimes attended the Presbyterian
Church and sometimes the Catholic
Church. Finally, he decided to stay in
the Catholic Church because of “the
maternal love of the Virgin Mary, [and]
for Jesus’ mercy. He only wants a contrite heart, a heart ready to be forgiven.”
He also noted that in the Catholic
Church, “people love and seek change
in order to build Christ’s kingdom on
the earth, and not only for fear of being
condemned to go to hell.”
What most struck Father Bustillos

Father Guillermo Bustillos is now serving at St. Stephen Parish in
Glenwood Springs. photos provided

about priesthood was the “availability,
the hard work they do, the long time
that they dedicate to their communities
and the way that they attend them.” He
remembers his pastor “going to the hospital, visiting the sick people, tending
to families, the young people, and they
even had time to play basketball with
the young people.”
He describes his vocation as a gift
from God, who once said to him, as he
did Zacchaeus in the Gospel of Luke,
“Today, I must stay at your house” (Lk
19:15).
“He wants to stay not only in my
physical house but in my spiritual house
for me to live that joy, and help others
to do that,” Father Bustillos said. “It
brings me joy to know that you can be
chosen to be Christ`s representative
on the earth.”
Martha Fernández–Sardina contributed to this report.

Father Bustillos receives the Sacrament of Holy Orders by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila.

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Around the Archdiocese

Augustine Institute: Remember mercy
BY MELISSA KEATING

E

melissa.keating@archden.org
@AndCompanions

ven with all the world events of
recent months, the Augustine
Institute has a reminder for all:
The year of mercy is not over.
The Augustine Institute will hold
a conference Aug. 13 exploring God’s
mercy. Best-selling author and popular
speaker Father Michael Gaitley will be
the keynote speaker.
In addition to Father Gaitley, several Augustine Institute professors will
speak. One of these professors, Associate
Dean Pia de Solenni, received the annual
Pontifical Academies Award from none
other than Pope John Paul II for her dissertation. She said the conference is a
way to answer Pope Francis’ call for a
year of mercy.
“Mercy is the expression of God’s love
towards us. It’s not something separate
from justice. Mercy is the manifestation

of God’s love to us,” she said.
She said that false interpretations
abound in today’s society, and that a
society must understand mercy before
it can implement it.
“A lot of mercy is translated into ‘I’m
ok, you’re ok.’ It’s all of these relativistic
statements where we don’t want to make
a judgment about a situation. Real mercy
means that you’re truly concerned about
the good of the individual, and that
means facing hard truths,” she said.
She gave the example of an addict,
saying it would not be merciful to give
them money to feed their addiction.
“Mercy is really hard, because sometimes you just have to love someone
enough to watch them fall and hit rock
bottom,” she said.
However, she also warned against the
idea that mercy is purely external. She
said that everyone needs to first experience mercy before they can share it.
“Practice mercy on yourself by letting
yourself experience God’s mercy. Our

Helping You Honor Life

world is busy, and most of us don’t make
time to pray. Finding those times in Adoration, silent prayer, reading Scriptures;
we have to develop our own spiritual
lives, because we need to experience
mercy before we can give it,” she said.
The conference will be from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at St. Thomas More Church. Cost
is $45 for individuals, $70 for married
couples and $100 for families.
“Be merciful to yourself. Come to the
conference,” de Solenni said.

i

RICH IN MERCY CONFERENCE

August 13 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
St. Thomas More Catholic Church
$45 for individuals, $70 for married couples, $100 for families.
Father Michael Gaitley is the
Director of Evangelization
for the Marian Fathers of the
Immaculate Conception.
He will speak at the Rich in
Mercy conference Aug. 13.

2016-2017 LOCATIONS
C E L E B R AT I N G 3 5 Y E A R S

DENVER CATHOLIC

BIBLICAL
SCHOOL
ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION

“Ignorance of Scripture
is ignorance of Christ.”
– St. Jerome

“ Ignorance of
Scripture is
ignorance
of Christ.”

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com

NEW Year 1 Class Locations
Catholic BiblicalDENVER
School CATHOLIC

CATECHETICA

DENVER METRO and NORTH –
MORNING CLASSES:
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
3791 Pike Rd, Longmont
Mondays
9:00-11:00am
ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISI
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
2375 E Arizona Ave, Denver
Tuesdays
8:30-10:30am
St. Jude Catholic Church
9405 W Florida Ave, Lakewood
Tuesdays
9:00-11:00am
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church
11385 Grant Dr, Northglenn
Thursdays
9:30-11:30am

SCHOOL

DENVER METRO and NORTH –
EVENING CLASSES:
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
1730 W 12th St, Loveland
Mondays
6:30-8:30pm
St. Mary Catholic Church
6853 S Prince St, Littleton
Mondays
7:00-9:00pm
St. John Paul II Center
1300 S Steele St, Denver
Tuesdays
7:00-9:00pm
St. Mark Catholic Church
3141 W 96th Ave, Westminster
Wednesdays
7:00-9:00pm

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Prayer Day
is on Saturday,
September 10, 2016

Classes begin
the week of
September 12, 2016

+ All classes are subject to a minimum enrollment +

You must attend an Information Session before class begins.
For further details and to view a list of summer Information Sessions, visit:

sjvdenver.edu/biblicalschool
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Are you called to be a deacon?
Local deacon’s book helps
men discern diaconate
BY ROXANNE KING

A

geoscientist by training, Deacon
Rex Pilger, 68, business manager
for St. Joan of Arc Parish in
Arvada, has been a deacon for 28 years. A
decade of experience in diaconal formation for the Denver Archdiocese led him
to write a book, Every Man
a Deacon? (CreateSpace,
2014) aimed at helping men
discern whether they may
have a call to the permanent diaconate. Married 42
years, a father and grandfather, Deacon Pilger recently spoke to the
Denver Catholic about his straightforward, informative guide. The interview
has been edited for space.

DENVER CATHOLIC: Why did you
write “Every Man a Deacon?”
DEACON REX PILGER: We had a
man (in diaconal formation) whose
job was working with the poor. The
priest he was working with said, “I
believe you should be a deacon.” He
was already serving the poor and was
a faithful Catholic, so why become a
deacon? The answer is that the deacon
in his very person is an expression of
Christ himself. The deacon is an icon
of Christ the Servant.
I see a lot of men engaged in fulltime ministry who would benefit
by becoming an icon of Christ the
Servant. Their service, their ministry would be sacramentalized.
There would be an elevation and a

deepening of the meaning of their
ministry. There have been a number
of men I’m aware of who were in fulltime ministry and it transformed
their ministry. They discovered
entirely new ways to proclaim and
live out the Gospel.
DC: Who is the book for?
RP: The target is men who are already

active in Church ministry. Men who
have already heard the call of the Lord
to serve. Perhaps the Lord is calling
them to a deeper, more effective ministry [as] an icon of Christ the Servant.

DC: How did you receive your call

to the diaconate?

RP: My wife and I were invited to

the ordination of a deacon from our
parish in Louisiana where were living
at that time. At one point during the
ordination Mass, we looked at each
other and realized, This could be me.
It became a very exciting journey.

2016-2017 LOCATIONS
DENVER CATHOLIC

CATECHETICAL

SCHOOL

ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION

Classes begin
the week of
September 12, 2016

PILLARS YEAR 1
(A JOURNEY THROUGH
THE CATECHISM OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH)

Need a

DC: What do you hope readers

take away from your book?

RP: A desire to discern their own

calling, their own vocation, whatever
that might be. The word vocation
is sometimes misunderstood. We
think, I’m a teacher, a truck driver, a
policeman—that’s my vocation. There
was a priest many years ago who
emphasized to me that my vocation is
as a Catholic man—as a husband and
father—that is my primary vocation.
That by which I earn, which supports
me and my family, is part of the ways
in which the Lord blesses me in my
vocation so I can meet the everyday
needs my family and I have, but it’s
secondary to my religious vocation.
Everybody has a “religious” vocation.
It’s not merely priests and nuns.
EVERY MAN A DEACON

For the full interview, and to hear
the personal discernment of Deacon
Chris Byrne, go to denvercatholic.org

HOME LOAN?

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
3050 W 76th Ave, Westminster
Mondays
7:00-9:00pm
Our Lady of Loreto Catholic Church
18000 E Arapahoe Rd, Foxfield
Wednesdays
7:00-9:00pm
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church
6673 W Chatfield Ave, Littleton
Thursdays
10:00am-12:00pm
Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church
900 W Midway Blvd, Broomfield
Thursdays
7:00-9:00pm

APOLOGETICS FOR THE
NEW EVANGELIZATION –
PRACTICAL CATHOLICISM

St. Patrick Catholic Church
6455 Brook Park Dr, Colorado Springs
Mondays
9:30-11:00am
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
2746 5th St, Castle Rock
Wednesdays
7:00-8:30pm
Shrine of St. Anne Catholic Church
7555 Grant Pl, Arvada
Thursdays
9:30-11:00am

THE ART OF LIVING: MASTERING
THE VIRTUOUS LIFE
St. John Paul II Center for the
New Evangelization
1300 S Steele St, Denver
Tuesdays
9:30-11:30am
Tuesdays
7:00-9:00pm

As an additional

Thank You, pocket an
extra $100 if you purchase
a home, or we refinance
your home loan from another
lender.* (mention Home16)

No matter your home
purchasing or refinancing
needs, we have a home
loan suited for you.
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NMLS #644618

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
+ All classes are subject to a minimum enrollment +

You must attend an Information Session before class begins.
For further details and to view a list of summer Information Sessions, visit:

sjvdenver.edu/catecheticalschool

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

DISCLOSURE:
*To qualify, you must finance a Home Loan between 6/1/2016 – 7/31/16. Member must mention promotion code Home16
for the $100 incentive. This will be automatically deposited into your NUFCU Savings account. Incentive is subject to a
60-day period pending verification and will be reported as dividend income; any federal, state and local taxes are the
sole responsibility of the member. Offer valid for home purchases and refinance from another lender. Other offers or
discounts DO NOT apply. All loans are subject to approved credit and loan-to-value requirements. Property inspection
and other verifications may be required. Not all properties are eligible. Membership required.
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Holy Ghost
Parish stands
as a “field
hospital” in
the midst
of Downtown
Denver.

HOLY GHOST,
RENEWED BY
THE SPIRIT
Refurbishing plans are put in
place to renew church’s beauty
BY JOSH FLORENCE

I

n downtown Denver,
it’s ordinary to see
buses, light rail
trains, and plenty of
foot traffic. Everything
is in movement, because
movement is ordinary
for city life. Progress is
abundantly evident in
the changes downtown
Denver has experienced
over the years. However,
when one reaches the
corner of Nineteenth
and California, it’s also
ordinary to witness
someone stop, however
short it may be, and look
up, not at the skyscrapers
above, but at Holy Ghost
Church, which will soon

 August 15-24

8-Day Individually Directed Silent Retreat
 Aug. 29-Sep. 5
Retreat House closed
 September 21
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
 Sep. 30-Oct. 2
Weekend Retreat (Men & Women)
 October 7-9
Weekend Retreat (Women)
 October 11
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

celebrate its 75th anniversary.
Pope Francis has been quoted as
saying how a church needs “…nearness, proximity.” He also says how it
can be compared to a “field hospital.”
Holy Ghost has used its proximity to
downtown Denver to fulfill this description, not only providing for the spiritual
but the corporal needs of its surrounding neighbors who ask for assistance.
Through the years, however, the “field
hospital” has become in need of some
repairs.
A parish committee was formed at
the request of its pastor, Father Chris
Uhl, in preparation for the church’s
anniversary. One of the goals for the
planning committee, Father Uhl said,
was to “look at ways we can clean and
restore some of the damage at Holy
Ghost and some of the deterioration.
There’s a lot of dirt and a lot of candle
wax and incense smoke that have built

11
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Father Chris
Uhl holds
a piece
of the
exterior
stonework
that has fallen
off of the
outside
of Holy
Ghost
Parish.
REMODEL

Donate to the
renovation at
holyghostchurch.org

The baldacchino of the church, a giant archway that sits above the tabernacle, is just one
piece of the interior of the church that will be restored. photos by andrew wright | denver catholic

up in the sanctuary and the side altars.
There’s a lot of deterioration outside
on the cement portions of the Church.”
The deterioration is such that pieces of
exterior stonework have fallen onto the
ground. One such piece currently sits
on Father Uhl’s desk.
A capital campaign has been put into
place entitled “Holy Ghost, Renewed
by The Spirit!” which has a monetary
goal of $2.4 million in order to help with
the list of improvements around the
church, which include lighting in the
sanctuary, cleaning the sanctuary ceiling, and cleaning and repairing cracked
stone and tile.
“We just went over the half way mark
last week (the week of June 5th). A lot
of that is from the parishioners here at
Holy Ghost,” Father Uhl said.
The church building itself, with
its mixture of Spanish and Italian
Renaissance architecture, points to the

mystery of the Catholic faith. Inside,
one finds its walls and columns covered
in 300 tons of cream, dark pink and ruby
colored marble. Among its many highlights one will also notice an ornate baldacchino. The baldacchino is the arched
roof that is above the tabernacle and was
specifically designed into Holy Ghost
for the purpose of Adoration, which still
continues to this day Monday through
Friday, 7:30 a.m - 3:00 p.m.
Father Uhl commented, “In the
last 70 years Denver has seen so many
changes. So many huge buildings constructed . . .all kinds of expansion,
growth . . . and yet Holy Ghost is still
here. It’s still a church that is thriving,
that professes the faith, that lives the
faith in sacraments and social ministry. So with all the changes in Denver
. . . there’s a constant in [downtown]
Denver and one of those constants is
Holy Ghost.”

The social ministry program at
Holy Ghost is another “constant” in
the church’s story and that of downtown Denver. The ministry is embodied through a story of one of its former
pastors, Monsignor Charles Woodrich,
lovingly known as Father Woody, who
had opened up the doors of Holy Ghost
during a pair of particularly cold winter
evenings. Father Uhl added, “He probably saved lives that night.”
The social ministry program today
includes such services as regularly
handing out between 500 - 750 sandwiches a day to those in need, providing vouchers in obtaining vital records,
and providing various clothing items
throughout the year. It has been Holy
Ghost’s pastors who have consecutively
continued these programs.
Some samples of restoration work
can already be seen throughout Holy
Ghost. Looking at the roof of the

transept, near the front left portion
of the church, it’s possible to compare
the restoration work alongside the
uncleaned portions. Also, the sixth and
seventh stations of the cross have been
touched up.
If you wish to assist the capital campaign, donations may be made online
through the Holy Ghost website, by
calling the parish office, or by taking
the time to stop by the church itself to
place an offering in a secure donation
box. The celebration for Holy Ghost will
take place during July 2018, and further
details will be forthcoming as the parish
continues in its preparations.
With all of the ordinary sightings
around downtown Denver and our
day-to-day lives, it is important for us
to take a moment to stop and recognize
the extraordinary gift in the sacraments
and in this “field hospital” located in the
midst of downtown Denver, Holy Ghost.

Warmest congratulations to

Rev. Leo Smith

on his 50th year of Priesthood
You are invited to join us in the celebration on
Sunday, August 14th:
• Mass at 11:00 am at St. Mary of the Assumption,
135 Pine St. in Central City.
• Reception will follow at William C. Russell Park,
just west of Central City.
• A chicken picnic lunch will be provided.
Please RSVP by email to info@GodRushCatholic.org or
by phone to Martha at 303-903-8344, Lynn at 303-956-5615
or Ruth at 970-485-3473.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER,
COLORADO

35

RISEN CHRIST
(DENVER)

20

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
(LAKEWOOD)

16

ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

63

NORTHERN
COLORADO

• St. Joan of Arc (Arvada)
• St. Stephen (Glenwood
Springs)
• St. Therese (Aurora)

• St. John XXII (Fort Collins)
• Our Lady of the
Valley (Windsor)
• St. Joseph (Ft. Collins)
• St. John the Evangelist
(Loveland)
• St. Paul (Idaho Springs)
and St. Mary of the
Assumption (Central City)

57

CENTENNIAL
GROUP

• St. Thomas More
(Englewood)
• St. Louis (Louisville)
• St. Francis of Assisi
(Longmont)
• Our Lady of Loretto
(Foxfield)
• St. Mark (Westminster)

42

EVERGREEN
GROUP

• Christ the King (Evergreen)
• Our Lady of the
Pines (Conifer)
• Our Lady of the
Snow (Granby)
• Holy Name (Steamboat
Springs)

T

he Archdiocese of Denver will be well-represented at World Youth Day; we have several pilgrim groups
are already on their way to Krakow! The blue highlighted areas of the map represent the territory of
the archdiocese, while the map points represent the approximate regions in the archdiocese that have
pilgrims going. The boxes list the parishes in each pilgrimage group, and the red number is the number
of pilgrims in each group. If you know of a group not listed here, please let us know! denvercatholic@archden.org

48

BISHOP MACHEBEUF
HIGH SCHOOL

• Father/son pilgrimage
• Mother/daughter pilgrimage

OTHER GROUPS:
• FOCUS
• Christ in the City
• Discernment pilgrimage
led by Ann Sieben
• Creatio
• Neocatechumenal Way
• Community of the
Beatitudes

Archbishop Aquila, World Youth Day vet
BY AARON LAMBERT

A

rchbishop Samuel J. Aquila
is what one might call a bit of
a World Youth Day veteran.
Archbishop Aquila has not
missed a single World Youth Day
since he became a bishop in 2001.

He was also a priest in Denver
during Saint John Paul II’s iconic
visit to the city for World Youth Day
in 1993, and played an integral role
in organizing the Holy Father’s visit.
So, for those keeping track, this
year’s World Youth Day in Krakow
will mark (at least) the seventh one

Archbishop Aquila has attended.
At each World Youth Day, Archbishop Aquila has been invited to
be a catechist bishop for the English
speakers, which he called “a real privilege.” He said it’s fascinating to see the
dialogue that takes place among the
young people, and also the influence

of the values of each
culture present. It
really speaks to the
universality of the
Church, which Archbishop Aquila said is his
favorite aspect of World
Youth Day.
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KRAKOW

The main events during the
week will occur in Błonia
Park in the historic center
of Krakow. The events here
include the Opening Ceremonies, the Papal Welcome
Ceremony and the Stations of
the Cross. Other places of celebration will be Jordan Park
as well as Wisła Kraków and
Cracovia football stadiums.
photos provided

JULY 26

• Relay of the
spark of mercy
• Hike of the spark
of mercy
• Hike of the World
Youth Day symbols
• Youth Festival
• Holy Mass

JULY 27

• Catechesis sessions
• Opening Mass
• Youth festival

JULY 28

• Catechesis sessions
• Youth festival
• Papal welcome

FUN FACT

JULY 29

• Catechesis sessions
• Youth Festival
• Way of the Cross

JULY 30

• Acrobatic ballet
performance
• Pilgrimage to
vigil site
• Vigil with Pope
Francis
• Concert of Praise

JULY 31
• Final
Mass

WORLD YOUTH DAY PILGRIMS

Be sure to follow us on Facebook
and Instagram for updates
from World Youth Day pilgrims
while they’re in Krakow.
Facebook: facebook.
com/denvercatholic
Twitter: @DenverCatholic

Several Denver Catholics are speaking during the catechesis sessions! These include:
Archbishop Aquila | Chris Stefanick | Jason & Crystalina Evert | Curtis Martin | Jeff & Emily Runyan | Scott & Annie Powell
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With great appreciation to

Priest to World
Youth Day pilgrims:

Deacon Bob Deacon Rob
FINAN
RINNE

from the Clergy, Staff and Parishioners
of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
With grateful appreciation
for the ministry of

DEACON JOSEPH BABISH
DEACON TIMOTHY UNGER
DEACON MARK SALVATO
Priests, Staff and Parishioners of
Risen Christ Catholic Parish

The Parishioners and Staff of

ST. FRANCES
CABRINI PARISH
wish to express our deep
appreciation and gratitude
for the faithful service
of our Deacons. May God
bless and keep you always!

REV. MR. CHET
UBOWSKI

REV. MR. MARC
NESTORICK

‘The Lord is
waiting for
you there’
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, right, and Father
Guiseppe Fidele, left, address World Youth Day pilgrims of the Neocatechumenal Way during a sendoff ceremony June 24 at the St. John Paul II Center
in Denver. photo by aaron lambert | denver catholic
BY ROXANNE KING

T

he Holy Father invited and they
are going.
So said Father Giuseppe
Fedele, who oversees the Neocatechumenal Way in Colorado. Some 300 of
the catechumenate’s members will
be journeying to World Youth Day in
Poland at the end of the month.
“There is a call from Peter, the Holy
Father Francis, to go,” Father Fedele
said, referring to the pope’s message
last August when he became the first
pilgrim to register for the event and
invited youth to attend.
The Way group is among the largest
if not the biggest from the Archdiocese
of Denver going to the July 25-31 international Catholic youth celebration in
Krakow, which in keeping with the current Year of Mercy is themed, “‘Blessed

are the merciful, for they will be shown
mercy’” (Mt 5:7).
This is the first time a World Youth
Day has taken place during a jubilee
year.
“The Lord is waiting for you there,”
Father Fedele told the Way pilgrims
after Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
blessed them June 24 at the St. John
Paul II Center in south Denver. His
words echoed those of Pope Francis in
his World Youth Day 2016 message.
“Dear young people … Jesus is waiting for you,” he wrote. “He has confidence in you and is counting on you!”
Like the pope, Father Fedele and
Archbishop Aquila urged the pilgrims
to be a light for the world so desperately
in need of Christ’s love and mercy. This,
too, is a reason for going on the pilgrimage, they said.
“To give to society, especially to

We offer our great thanks to
Deacon Craig Fucci for his
faithful devotion and generosity.
The Knights of Columbus
and the Catholic Community
at Buckley Air Force Base

z Thank you for all that you do! z
REV. MR.
WITOLD ENGEL
(retired)

REV. MR.
PAUL GRIMM
(retired)

DEACON WILLIAM MARTINEZ
From Our Lady of Guadalupe, John Paul Community
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Wish to express our gratitude to our Chaplains

Deacon Ron Michieli &
Deacon Jay Garland

®

Some

300
Neocatechumenal Way
pilgrims
are travelling to
Krakow,
Poland
for World
Youth
Day.

Europe, which is becoming more and
more secularized, a hope that is beautiful,” explained Father Fedele. “That
they may see that it is joyful to believe
in God and that there is another way to
live as a youth. That you can be happy
following the Lord.”
The Way pilgrims will evangelize by
announcing the good news in public
squares and giving witness to what
Jesus Christ has done in their lives.
In addition to attending the vigil and
Mass with the Holy Father at the Field
of Mercy, located southeast of central
Krakow, the Way pilgrims will visit
Terezin, a concentration camp outside
of Prague that was run by Nazi Germany
from 1941-1945, and the icon of Our
Lady of Czestochowa, enshrined at Jasna-Gora Monastery, the national shrine
of Poland located in Czestochowa.
They will also attend an international

T

vocational meeting with the initiators
of the Way, during which youths will be
invited to answer a call to priesthood
or consecrated life and families to go
on mission to de-Christianized areas
of the world.
“God has a plan for [everyone],”
Father Fedele said. He has a mission for
[everyone]. The whole purpose of Christian life is to discover what that mission
is, the plan God wants to open for you.”
Not only is Christ waiting for the pilgrims in Poland, Father Fedele said, but
he desires that they be the source of an
encounter for others with him.
“God wants to have a personal experience with each one of us that can really
change our life,” he said, referring to the
joy of new life in Christ that transforms
us from being self-centered and empty
to selfless and loving. “[Then] everything has a meaning, even suffering.”

CHRIST ON THE MOUNTAIN CATHOLIC CHURCH
and its parish community
wish to recognize and express our heartfelt appreciation to

U

Deacon Mickey Webre & Deacon Mike Fletcher

V

for their dedicated service to our parish.
May God continue to bless you and your families!

W

With grateful appreciation
for the ministry of
Deacon Ed Clements and Deacon Dennis Langdon
Father Matt, Father Dennis, the Staff and Parishioners of

Saint Joseph Catholic Parish

Golden, Co.

May our Lord watch over them and bless them always.

Court St. Teresa #980 @
St. Anthony Catholic Church,
326 S. 3rd St., Sterling CO

Court Madonna of the Mountains #2035
@ St. Jude Catholic Church,
9405 W. Florida Ave., Lakewood CO

Fr. Frank, the Staff, and Parishioners of

St. Francis of Assisi in Longmont
wish to recognize and thank

Deacon George Thierjung
Deacon (now Fr.) Mauro Sanchez
Deacon Peter Wojda
for their awesome service to our parish.

May God bless you!
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In John Paul II’s footsteps: World Youth Day pilgrims revisit
sites from historic 1993 visit before heading to Krakow
BY AARON LAMBERT

O

ne group of Denver World
Youth Day pilgrims retraced
Saint John Paul II’s footsteps in
Denver before heading off to Krakow…
literally.
During the week prior to leaving for
World Youth Day, Father Anthony Arinello of the Community of the Beatitudes led a group of young adult pilgrims
from all over the country on a local pilgrimage to the sites that Saint John Paul
II visited while he was in Colorado for
World Youth Day in 1993. From walking
to Regis University to Mass at Camp St.
Malo to camping out at Cherry Creek
State Park, the pilgrims were reminded
of the saint’s presence here in Denver
before leaving for his homeland of
Poland for this year’s World Youth Day in
Krakow, which is expected to draw two
million pilgrims from all over the globe.
“John Paul II was such an inspiration
to my vocational discernment, and especially my falling in love with the Church,”
Father Arinello said. “I really want to
give these young people witnesses of
courage and fullness of life. The theme
of World Youth Day 1993 is something
we try to make a fundamental element
of [the Community of the Beatitudes’]
vocations ministry for young people.”

Deacon Joe Donohoe

The Beatitudes World Youth Day pilgrims, led by Father Anthony Arinello,
revisited the sites Saint John Paul II visited during his visit to Denver for
World Youth Day in 1993 before heading off to Krakow, Poland to participate in this year’s World Youth Day. photo by aaron lambert | denver catholic

In his work as a chaplain both for the
Colorado School of Mines and the Fellowship of Catholic Students summer
training, Father Arinello has built connections with young adults from all over
the country, which is how he assembled
this particular group of pilgrims traveling with him to World Youth Day. He
said that step one is getting in touch
with young people, and step two is to
“lure them with a carrot,” such as this

Deacon Mark Wolbach

Deacon Rick Montagne

In Gratitude to
God for your
Loving & Faithful
Service to
The Church
and
Our Parish

trip to World Youth Day.
“What they appreciate most along
the way is to be able to worship as one
body and to be able to live in community, like a little family,” he said of the
pilgrims’ experience.
Becca Rodeheffer is one of the
pilgrims with the Community of the
Beatitudes going to World Youth Day.
A student at the University of Denver,
she said that in retracing Saint John

Paul II’s steps in Denver, it hit her that a
large contributing factor to the strength
of the Denver Catholic community is
because he visited the Mile High City in
1993, and local Catholics are still reaping the fruits from it.
“A saint was literally here,” she
said. “I feel like it’s not bragged about
enough. It’s a huge deal. Being from
Denver, I get to experience the fruits
of that. It’s so amazing how strong our
Catholic community is here.”
Rodeheffer is excited to continue
retracing Saint John Paul II’s steps in
Poland on the road to World Youth Day,
but most of all, she’s excited to be traveling with a group of people who share a
common love for the Lord and building
a community with them.
“In the past few days, I’ve been loving
to get to know all of the pilgrims who
are here,” she said. “They’re so inspiring. Their prayer life is really inspiring
for me, and I’m really looking forward
to building community with them
and sharing stories and experiences
together.”
BEATITUDES WORLD YOUTH DAY

The Beatitudes World Youth
Day pilgrims are posting
pilgrimage updates at http://
beatitudeswyd.wix.com

All Souls Parish offers prayers

of thanksgiving for our Deacons,
Kelvin Brath and Marty Wager.
May God graciously bless them
for their generous and loving
service to our Parish Community.

TO OUR WONDERFUL DEACONS…

The Priests, Pastoral Staﬀ & Parishioners of
Light of the World Roman Catholic Church

Deacon Harold Kimble and Deacon John Riviera
We are so grateful for your faith, commitment and
service in the work you do with us. May God bless
you both abundantly.
From the Staff and Communities of:
Our Lady of the Valley – Windsor and St. Mary – Ault
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On the road to Krakow: An update from the Winter Pilgrim
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

M

endicant pilgrim Ann Sieben
has been leading four men
across Europe on foot for
World Youth Day. Every week, we have
posted updates on denvercatholic.org
regarding their progress via their pictures and journal entries, which they
are sending us throughout their journey. Here is their latest update from on
the road to World Youth Day. Be sure to
check past updates at denvercatholic.org.
13 JULY
NÁMĚŠŤ NAD OSLAVOU,
CZECH REPUBLIC
The first night in the Czech Republic,
no priest could be found. He lives in
a different town, and was unavailable
by phone. We appealed to the secular
community of a few hundred inhabitants, were directed to the mayor, and
after presenting a Czech translation
of the archbishop of Denver’s letter of
introduction and [were] offered the use

of the community hall. The mayor presented each of us [with] a golden medallion of the town’s seal, a lapel pin with
the coat-of-arms and some postcards
of the prominent sights.
We put our collective languages
out on the table—English, German,
Spanish, Portuguese, French, a bit of
Italian, a bit of Polish...we’re met with
their languages and hope to find some
commonality. It’s the best we have to
offer in the Czech Republic. Sometimes
we devolve to signs and laughter. It’s a
myth that English, the language of the
world, is spoken everywhere we get by.
It’s been a UNESCO World Heritage
week for us. We passed through the
fairytale town of Český Krumlov and
spent the night in a hidden gem. Franciscan sisters care for a historic Marian
shrine in Kasov where Philadelphia’s St.
John Newman visited on pilgrimage.
We slept in the converted stables.
We then followed up with stays in
the UNESCO towns of Telč and Třebíč—
world heritage under our feet—a 12th

PILGRIM UPDATE

century Benedictine monastery.
We stumbled into a weekend blueberry festival—of all things—and
couldn’t find the priest. Helpful young
town greeters got us to the sacristan,
who cheerfully opened his doors -- his
generations old complex with horses,
chickens, and garden orchards -- for a
comfortable night’s stay. His one year
long ago spent working in Cuba gave
him the foundation in Spanish to have
a language common to all of us. His service to the Church represents the latest
in a long, uninterrupted line of the men
of his family serving as sacristans in the
same parish.
The atmosphere of the Czech Republic is noticeably different; there’s a different vibe than in Italy or Austria.
People seem very reserved—not greeting each other in the street, but open
up warmly when approached.
We are 1,641 kilometers from Rome
(wow!) on our 54th day of walking. Only
12 days to Krakow, only one week to
Poland’s border.

See past updates at
denvercatholic.org

Mendicant pilgrim Ann
Sieben has been leading four men discerning
their vocations on a trek
across Europe that will
end at World Youth Day
next week. They started
their journey in Rome
and have sent updates
from Germany, Austria,
the Alps and the Czech
Republic. photo provided

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Deacon Ronald Michieli
The parishioners of
Saint Anthony Parish
in Sterling,
Sacred Heart Parish in Peetz,
Saint Catherine Parish
in Iliff, in great gratitude,
thank you for your
faithful service.

h
Deacon Michieli with his wife, Barb

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Cemetery

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

Deacon Jim Wolfe &
Deacon Oscar Del Villar

The Parishioners and Staff
of Immaculate Conception
Parish in Lafayette thank
you for your faithful service.
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Around the Archdiocese

Christ the King carries on gift of World Youth Day
BY MELISSA KEATING

T

wenty-three years ago, a teenage
John Klausner listened to John
Paul II tell the crowds at Cherry
Creek park that love is stronger than
death. Klausner had just walked a grueling pilgrimage to see the pope speak for
World Youth day. This week, a grown-up
Klausner is taking the teens of Christ
the King in Evergreen to World Youth
Day in Poland.
He said the effects of the first World
Youth Day are still with him. He especially remembers the walk to the vigil.
“I remember walking and not
really knowing how long the walk was.
I jumped in thinking I was going on
maybe a mile-long walk. I wasn’t mentally or physically prepared, but all the
people there helped me,” he said. “I
realized I’m not in this faith alone.”
He said the message that he heard
the pope say so clearly—that love is
stronger than death—soon turned into
something he drew strength from. It
helped him get through several traumatic deaths of loved ones. He wound
up going to six World Youth Days, and
had passed his enthusiasm for them on
to his youth group.
“I think that one of the best times to
minister to youth is when we can get
them out of their comfort zone,” he said,

John Klausner (second row, far right) is leading teens from Christ the King in Evergreen to World Youth Day.
Klausner’s first World Youth Day was the 1993 World Youth Day in Denver. photo provided.

pointing out that his teens are giving
up cell phones, regular meals and cars.
Some of his teens say that they’re actually looking forward to giving up their
phones. Taylor Kitch-Ross, a 17-year-old
Mullen High School student, said she
thinks her cell phone allows her to be
influenced by her peers and the media.
“I know that when I’m away from my
phone I feel more in touch with myself.
I’m more in touch with God,” KitchRoss said.
Sixteen-year-old Evergreen High

Queen of Peace Catholic PARISH
THANKS ITS DEACONS for their Faithful service:

School student Anna Newkirk agreed,
although she said there were other
perks to World Youth Day.
“I’m also really looking forward to
seeing Pope Francis because he’s really
cool,” she said.
Both teens said they were already
moved by the fact that host families
were going to shelter and feed them
before World Youth Day.
“They have to be really caring people,”
Newkirk said. She pointed out that the
host families were likely stepping out of

their comfort zone by agreeing to accommodate them. Both she and Kitch-Ross
said it gave them a glimpse of the worldwide church and the presence of God.
“It goes to show that love is everywhere, and everyone is willing to give,”
she said.
The teens are already learning
Klausner’s World Youth Day lesson.
“Whenever we remove some of those
things that make us comfortable in our
daily life, we really have to rely on God
to get us through,” he said.

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish
in Longmont thanks our outstanding
Deacons for their faithful
service to our parish
and surrounding communities.
Deacon Michael Berens

Deacon Modesto Garcia

St. Mark Catholic Church in Westminster
Deacon
David Baez
"Reputable

Deacon
Bill Senger

Deacon
Efra Pruneda

Deacon
Daniel Ciucci

men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom." Acts 6:3

and its parish community wish to recognize and thank
Deacon Gordon Hudec & Deacon Sidney Atencio
for their devoted service to our parish.

May God bless you and your families!
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Bulletin Board
JULY
25 	Healing Mass

Conference

AUGUST
6

	Prayer in the Square

9 a.m. - 11 a.m, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Join
the monthly Prayer in
the Square gathering
with a bilingual Mass at
the Cathedral followed
by a bilingual rosary and
Divine Mercy Chaplet on
the steps of the State
Capitol. Contact Morgan
Rosand at mrosand@

9 a.m. - 3 p.m., St.
Thomas more Catholic
Church, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Englewood, $45 pp,
$70 for married couples,
$100 for families. Presented by the Augustine
Institute, the Rich in
Mercy Conference is for
all Catholics who desire
to be “alive together
with Christ.” Fr. Michael
E. Gaitley, Director of
Evangelization for the
Marian Fathers of the
Immaculate Conception
will serve as the conference’s keynote speaker,
and lunch will be provided. For more details,
contact the Augustine
Institute at 303-9374420, and register for
the conference online at
augustineinstitute.org.
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30 Sea of the
parting
31 Plant juice
34 N umber
of apostles after
Judas
died
35 Ezra read
this to the
people
(with
“The”)
(Neh
8:2–3)

51
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58

53

54

55
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37 Shed _ _ _
38 N oah’s
non-kosher son?
39 A s the
___
would
have it
40 M end
41 Mary’s
visit to
Elizabeth
is celebrated on
the 31st
of this
month

42 The
California
mission
road, El
_ _ _ Real
43 Female
members of
religious
orders
(abbr.)
44 It precedes Eph
45 Parable of
the _ _ _
46 Solitaire
game
48 “…_ _ _
without
end.
Amen”

51 Renovated
56 Inter _ _ _
57 South
American
ruminant
59 “ It was
_ _ _ joke.”
60 Composer
Stravinsky
61 Chief
apostle
62 B ehind
63 Piece of
work

24 Streetcar
25 Many are
called, but
___ are
chosen
26 Flip call
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27 	Catechetical Congress
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Crowne
Plaza, DIA, 15500 E.
40th Ave., Denver,
$25. All catechists
are invited to join this
annual event sponsored
by the Office of Evangelization and Family
Life Ministries as they
dive deeply into tools,
resources, and motivation to help sharpen
God-given skills for the
upcoming catechetical
year. Lunch will be provided. Contact Jennifer
Sharn at 303-715-3252
for more details, and
register for the event at
archden.org/cc2016

9 Sites for
body
work?

31

18 Vows
19 Futile

13

25

35

49

12

Mercy. During the penance service, there will
be a short prayer service
followed by opportunities for individual
confessions. Visit archden.org for more details.
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1

15 Like a
loud
crowd

L A E V O R R Q Q Y S U

S C G O A N F

7 p.m. - 9 p.m., St. Stephen Catholic Church,
1885 Blake Ave., Glenwood Springs. Join
Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila for the third of
four Penance services
that will be offered
throughout the archdiocese for the Year of

30 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., two locations: 4045 Pecos St.,
Denver or 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. The School
Supply Drive makes a difference in the lives of 1,000
low-income children in the Denver area. Drop-off
items at Catholic Charities, 4045 Pecos St. or the St.
John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St. Sponsor a student or make an online donation at CCDenver.org/
ssd. For more details, contact Mike Sullivan at mike.
sullivan@tcfalliance.org or 720-476-7504.

L P Z N C G B R D O M

S U O

11:30 a.m., 1300 S.
Steele St., Conf. Rm. 121,
Denver, free. A lunch
and learn for business
owners committed to
growing their businesses
and achieving lifetime
goals for themselves,
their business and their
colleagues according
to and through the
lens of Catholic social
doctrine. Contact Paul
Winkler at 303-8771436 or paul@attollousa.
com for more details.
17 	Receive Mercy Penance

H L U N Q A W L O D R E X D N
Y U K L

Business

School Supply Drive

13 	Rich in Mercy

6 p.m. - 8 p.m., St.
Vincent de Paul Parish,
2375 E. Arizona Ave.,
free. All are welcome
to join for the healing
Mass celebrated by
Father Cliff McMillan.
Contact Pam Pippin at
pam@saintvincents.
org or 303-744-6119
for more details.

17 	The Vocation of

FEATURED EVENT | JULY

ccdenver.org or 720-7999299 for more details.

DOWN
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“ There is
a _ _ _ in
Gilead”

2 Tibetan
holy man
3 Jars
4 Epic
poetry
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 ncient
artwork
added
to the
Vatican
collection
by Julius II

64 Shabby

6 Ark landing

65 Pull
abruptly

7 Short
letters

27 Focal
place of
the Mass
28 Turns
away
29 Designer
Piccone
31 Glossy
32 Make _ _ _
in
33 Mexican
money
35 Not cleric
36 Renown
38 Herod
offered
this much
of his kingdom to
Herodias’
daughter
(Mk 6:23)

39 White silk
garment
worn by
the Pope
41 “… born
of the
Virgin
Mary and
became
_ _ _.”
42 Also
known as
Golgotha
44 Son of
Zilpah
45 Swarmed
46 C atholic
Canadian
Prime
Minister,
Joe _ _ _
47 Angry
48 Postpone
49 Gymnast
Korbut
50 Rivers in
Spain
52 C atholic
author
_ _ _ Higgins Clark
53 Entreaty
54 Style
55 Having
no light
57 Turntable
times
(abbr.)
58 “ Inside
Man”
director
Spike
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Shout Outs

Classifieds 303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

Archbishop flies
cross country to
hear first vows
of Denver sister

This past weekend, Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila travelled to
New York to preside over the
profession of vows for Sister
Bernadette Rose of the Little
Sisters of the Poor, who hails
from Colorado. Sister Bernadette graduated from Holy
Family High School in 2009
and was a parishioner at St.
Louis Catholic Church in
Louisville. Congratulations,
Sister Bernadette! May the Lord
bless you as you enter into consecrated life. photo provided
TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JULY 24
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva
SUNDAY, JULY 31
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Samuel Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Jorge Rodriquez
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr Jorge de los Santos
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Catholic TV
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Perspectives

The last Puritan statesman and
the 2016 conventions

H

ad I the resources, the one
new book I’d give every delegate to the national political
conventions meeting later this month
is James
Traub’s
GEORGE masterful
WEIGEL biography,
John Quincy
The Catholic Difference
Adams:
George Weigel is a
Militant
distinguished senior
Spirit (Basic
fellow of the Ethics and
Books).
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
Traub
grabs your attention quickly, seven
sentences in: “[Adams] did not aim
to please, and he largely succeeded.”
Why? Because “he lived according to
principles he considered self-evident.
Others of his contemporaries did so
as well, of course; what set Adams
apart was that his principles were so
inviolable that he eagerly sacrificed
his self-interest to them. As president
he accomplished very little of his
ambitious agenda in part because he
refused to do anything to reward his
friends or punish his enemies. Such
inflexibility is a dubious virtue for a
politician.”
That’s on page xi. Some 544
pages later, I had gotten the distinct

impression that Mr. Traub wished
there were a bit more principled
inflexibility and disdain for self-interest in our politics today. And truth to
tell, James Traub signals his admiration for his subject early on, cataloguing others of Adams’ virtues that we’d
do well to find examplars of today:
“Though he never wore a uniform
or saw battle, Adams was a figure of
immense physical and moral courage.
His bravery was a form of patriotism.
So complete was his identification
with the nation that came into being
when he was a boy of nine that he
did not flinch at either the prospect
of death or—what may be harder for
men of great ambition—the wreckage
of his career, so long as he believed
that service to the nation required it.”
John Quincy Adams had a lot
going for him: two remarkable parents, Abigail and John; natural gifts
of intellect; a ferocious capacity for
work; a heart that could be touched
by tenderness. Yet what struck me
in pondering his long life, during
which he served in more great offices
to greater effect than perhaps any
other American, was Adams’ constant
determination to live virtuously. He
believed that there were moral truths

built into the world and into us; that
we can know those truths by reason;
that knowing those truths, we know
our obligations; and that, with that
knowledge, we find the measure of
how we should behave.
His commitment to be a man of
virtue went hand-in-glove with an
abiding concern about the fragility of
democracy—another recurring theme
in Adams’s long life in the arena. Nor
was he alone in his determination and
concern. James Madison may have
drafted the Constitution knowing
that he was not crafting an instrument of governance for angels. But
Madison and the other Founders and
Framers—be they Anglicans, Congregationalists, Unitarians, Baptists,
Calvinists, or the occasional Catholic
— were convinced that only a virtuous
people could sustain an experiment
in democratic self-governance over
time, and they worried, rightly, that
a virtue-deficit, especially one that
expressed itself in what they called
“faction,” could unravel the new
republic.
Similar concerns about republican fragility are probably not high
on the worry-list of most convention
delegates heading for Cleveland or

Philadelphia this month. But they
should be. The machinery of our
democracy is not working very well
right now. Authoritarian winds are
blowing at both ends of the ideological spectrum. Political correctness
is rotting our political culture, in a
debauchery exacerbated by vulgar
reactions to the “PC” police. “Faction,” in the form of gender, racial, or
ethnic tribalism, is everywhere. How
many 2016 convention delegates suspect that the national discontent has
something to do with a virtue-deficit
in our national political culture? How
many public officials, and how many
of those who seek to lead us, know,
like John Quincy Adams, the line they
will not cross, if principle demands
“Stop here”?
Adams was the last great Puritan in
American public life, most frequently
celebrated today for his role in the
Amistad case, in which he struck a
blow against America’s original sin,
slavery. To my mind, however, John
Quincy Adams stands out as a model
for 21st-century American politicians
because he did not aim to please, but
to do the right thing, irrespective of
the cost.

We’ve learned that deacons are
called to be an example of holiness;
especially important to those who
lack a positive role model in their
homes and work places. A deacon
is called to make frequent prayer an
important part of his daily routine.
As an icon of Jesus Christ, the servant
who came to serve, not to be served,
prayer proves to be essential for his
ministry and his life.
Every deacon prays in the morning
when they wake and in the evening
before they retire to bed. They often
will spend 15 minutes a day reading Scripture and allowing God to
respond to them. Each day is met
with opportunities to encounter God
in prayer and in deeds.
In service, the archbishop sends
the deacon out to accomplish the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy.
The deacon visits prisoners, cares for

the sick, dying and abused, feeds the
hungry, provides shelter to the homeless, wipes the tears from the sorrowful, and is a voice of the forgotten and
helpless, including the unborn.
In one example, a deacon ministering to single mothers in the
archdiocese tells me of the first time
a mother handed over her infant son
for him to hold. As he blessed the
child, the deacon was struck with
gratitude as he realized the incredible
trust the mother had just turned over
to him. It was the first time she had
ever allowed her baby to be held by
someone else since she had arrived at
the home.
In his ministry of the word, the
deacon teaches and preaches in his
parish assignment and witnesses to
those in secular society. He proclaims
the Gospel and occasionally preaches
the homily. The deacon often teaches

What is a Deacon?

O

n June 18, 2017, the Catholic
Church celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the signing
of “Sacrum Diaconatus Ordinem,”
(Sacred
DEACON
Order of
JOE
the DiaconDONOHOE ate) by
Pope Paul
Guest Column
VI. This
Deacon Joe Donohoe is
ecclesial
the Director of Deacon
document
Personnel for the
is signifiArchdiocese of Denver
cant to the
life of the Church as it restores the
office of the diaconate to a permanent position within the sacrament
of Holy Orders. The Church uses the
word “permanent” to mean that the
deacon does not progress through the
hierarchy of the Church but remains
a deacon through eternity.
So, what have we discovered about

this vocation since 1967? First of all,
we have learned that a deacon is not
a priest nor is he a parishioner. He is
clergy and an ordained minister with
the indelible mark of Holy Orders.
His vocation comes from his ordination in which he promises obedience
to the bishop and becomes radically
available to Jesus Christ and his
bride, the Church.
We also know that some deacons
are single; yet, many are married and
have families. Most deacons have
secular jobs and a few are employed
within the Church. Deacons are also
in the seminary. Men discerning the
priesthood are first ordained deacons
and retain this charism into their
priestly ordination. Regardless, all
deacons are called by God to evangelize and bring the message of the
Gospel to those in the workplaces, parishes, homes and the public square.
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Cremains and respect for the human body

I

n the famous story of David and
Goliath, Goliath boasts to the
young David that after he kills
him, he will give his flesh “to the birds
of the sky and beasts of the field.”
He conveys his profound disdain for
David by speaking this way, deprecat-

ing even his corpse. This offends our
sensibility that dead bodies should
not be desecrated, but should instead
be respectfully buried. Proper disposition and care of another’s body also
manifests our Christian faith in the
resurrection of that body on the Last
Day. Over time, this has evolved into
a deeper understanding about the
handling of corpses, including regulations surrounding cremation.
For Catholics, cremation is considered an acceptable form of handling
the human body after death, although
as noted in the Order of Christian
Funerals, cremation “does not enjoy
the same value as burial of the body.…
The Church clearly prefers and urges

that the body of the deceased be
present for the funeral rites, since
the presence of the human body
better expresses the values which the
Church affirms in its rites.”
Moreover, cremation can lead to
problematic practices, which Cardinal Raymond Burke references in a
Pastoral letter to the faithful in the
Diocese of La Crosse in the year 2000:
“With the growing practice of cremation, there has also developed a
certain lack of care for the cremated
remains of the dead. Funeral directors who have been asked to store the
cremated remains report that those
remains often are left unclaimed by
family or friends. Those charged with
the arrangements for the funeral
rites of the deceased should see that
the cremated remains are interred
or entombed at the earliest possible
time... It is not permitted to scatter
cremated remains over a favorite
place, and it is not permitted to keep
cremated remains in one’s home or
place other than a cemetery...The
cremated remains of one deceased
person may not be mixed with the
cremated remains of another person.
It is not permitted to divide the cremated remains and inter or entomb
them in more than one place.”
These clearly articulated concerns
remind us of our obligation to respect

the remains of the dead, even in their
ashen state. By becoming lax in our
approach to handling cremains, we
can easily betray the respect that is
owed.
A story comes to mind involving a
friend of mine who works as a pilot.
He was asked to take up a passenger
in a small plane for the “final repose
of ashes” into the ocean. As they were
taking off, he told the passenger, “Just
be sure that you don’t ever open that
urn! It needs to be thrown overboard
when I open the hatch window and
give you the signal.” The passenger,
however, was determined to do it his
way, and when the pilot opened the
window, he popped off the top of the
urn and tried to scatter the ashes at
sea. Instead, the ashes were seized by
the violent air currents and scattered
throughout the internals of the airplane, among all the instrumentation
and dials, and in the hair and clothing
of both the pilot and the passenger.
Another reason to bury cremains
in the earth or inter them in a mausoleum, rather than scattering them
abroad, is to establish a particular
place to be able to visit and pray for
the soul of that person, in the physical
presence of their mortal remains. The
burial site serves as a point of reference and connection to the embodiment of that individual, rather than

reducing them to a kind of vague and
wispy nothingness.
Keeping Grandma’s ashes on the
fireplace mantle or up in the attic
alongside the antique paintings is
another problematic practice that
can easily end up downplaying or
denying her human dignity, tempting
us to treat her mortal remains as just
another item to be moved around
among our various trinkets.
It can be helpful to encourage the
family, and all who are involved with
cremains, to think about ashes in a
manner similar to how we’d think
about a full body. Would we keep a
casket and corpse at home for a few
weeks? If not, then we shouldn’t
do the same with someone’s ashes.
Regrettably, many people are not
thinking about cremains as the
revered remnants of a fellow human
being, but more as something to be
disposed of whenever it’s convenient
for our schedule and budget. We don’t
approach full-body caskets that way
because we recognize more clearly
the duty to bury our beloved dead.
The sacred memory of our departed
family and friends, in sum, calls us to
carefully attend to their remains with
authentic and objective gestures of
respect.

both those entering into the Church
and away from the Church; and often
instructs those in religious education
and Sacramental preparation classes.
Many deacons have extensive
expertise in life issues. Some are
medical professionals who stand
before congressional committees to
defend life and meet with any person
or group to talk about what happens
medically with the different procedures that terminate life. These
deacons also visit with patients and
families to help them understand
the church’s position on life issues.
No doubt, they have turned a lot of
people away from the culture of death
through their ministries.
The vast majority of deacons are
certified as advocates for annulments
which can be a very spiritual experience. One petitioner tells the story
of how a deacon assisted her with the

annulment process, helped her reconcile her relationship with the church
and is a spiritual advisor to her, even
today. She would even seek his advice
on any potential future spouse and
felt he was more of a father figure
than a friend. She lives a comfortable
life with a beautiful young son and a
wonderful husband.
There are a couple of deacons
who visit the homeless at Samaritan
House. One deacon meets clients
in the lunch rooms, eats with them,
shares stories and then gathers them
together for Bible study. Many of the
men are anxious to come back when
he is around to get their spiritual
nutrition. He himself is a cancer survivor and is dealing with debilitating
disease; yet, his joy is with his friends
at the homeless shelter.
In the ministry of the liturgy,
the deacon assists at the altar,

coordinating the activities of the liturgy and promoting reverence. He
also conducts baptisms, marriages
and funerals.
At the Mass, the deacon’s right to
the altar is because of his participation with the faithful. He is ordained
for the care of souls. One deacon prepares for Mass by greeting the Lord
in the Adoration chapel and praying
for the people at Mass. When he
receives the gifts at the offertory, like
all deacons, he recognizes the prayers
of those in the congregation and
presents them to the celebrant as an
offering to God. Yet, the faithful gathered together on Sunday are unaware
of the prayers that are being lifted up
to God.
Deacons preach by example. They
harmonize their vocational sacraments of Marriage and Holy Orders
and model themselves after Jesus.

Many Deacons bond with the couples
they have blessed in marriage and
further their relationship by being
available to them. There is a Deacon
who sends a nice anniversary card to
all the couples he has blessed and to
couples of parents whose children
he has baptized. The card often goes
beyond a greeting and suggests that
they meet and find out what is happening in the lives of the newlyweds
and newly baptized.
Even though we have learned
much about deacons in the past 50
years, there is still much to discover
and learn about the vocation. With
the help of God and the wisdom of
Holy Mother Church, the diaconal
adventure will be filled with blessings
and the grace of the Holy Spirit.

FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.
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