VOLUME XCII - NO. 12 | 116 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE GOSPEL |
www.DenverCatholic.org |

Archbishop Aquila » 2

The Orlando tragedy and
the light of the Gospel

@DenverCatholic |

JUNE 25-JULY 8, 2016

www.facebook.com/DenverCatholic |

Q&A » 8

Father Gary Selin explores
priestly celibacy in new book

DenverCatholic@archden.org

Priest anniversaries » 10
Recognizing our priests
for their years of service

Weigel » 18

Confessions of an “elitist”

Get involved with Fortnight for Freedom with Sts. Thomas More and John Fisher: http://bit.ly/28LxUkh

Sarah Hahn is a wife and mom who unwittingly became a political delegate for her local precinct after attending a political event. photo by andrew wright
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arah Hahn is many things. She’s a
runner, a Franciscan University
of Steubenville graduate, and the

daughter and granddaughter of veterans. However, as a millennial mother of
six young children, she was not planning
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Counter evil with the light of the Gospel

S

o many innocent people have
died. I think of Sept. 11, 2001,
in New York City and Washington D.C., the years of conflict in
the Middle East, the wars in Yemen,
Libya, and Syria, and more recently in
Paris, Brussels, San Bernardino and
now Orlando. Hatred and the influence of evil have motivated the killing
of innocent people without distinction for religion, race, political beliefs,
sexual orientation or age.
The influence of evil can only be
countered by a culture that respects
the God-given dignity of every human
being. Evil is real, just as God is real.
Our forefathers clearly understood
and attested to God in the Declaration of Independence. They held
that truth is self-evident and can
be known. Yet when cultures and
societies abandon nature’s God and
stop seeking the truth or desiring the
good, evil is going to step in, in all its
darkness, despair and confusion.
Certainly, what we have learned
about the Orlando shooter shows that
his motivations were complex: a volatile mix of wounds from a traumatic
childhood, political and spiritual
beliefs and perhaps inner conflict
about his sexuality.
How do Catholics respond to tragedies like what occurred in Orlando?
Partisan political finger-pointing and
angry outbursts are not the answer.
For Catholics the response is conversion of heart to Jesus and to living his
Gospel in the public square, rather
than treating political party platforms
as some kind of “gospel” that must
be adhered to at all costs. We must
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Catholics are called to pray for their enemies, even in the midst of tragedy.
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seek to counter the influence of evil
with the light of the Gospel. We must
always remember that Jesus Christ
has conquered evil, sin, and death!
Jesus’ teaching is radical. In his
teaching he goes beyond the law, as
he comes to fulfill the law and not
destroy it (Mt 5:17). Thus he teaches
us, “You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy. But I say to you, love your
enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children
of your heavenly Father, for he makes
his sun rise on the bad and the good,
and causes rain to fall on the just and
the unjust. For if you love those who
love you, what recompense will you
have? Do not the tax collectors do the
same? And if you greet your brothers
only, what is unusual about that? Do
not the pagans do the same? So be
perfect, just as your heavenly Father
is perfect” (Mt 5: 43-48). He practiced
what he preached from the Cross:
“Father, forgive them, they know not
what they do” (Lk 23:34).
Several years ago I had a conversation with a Catholic Vietnam veteran
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that struck me deeply. He was conflicted about the war, yet he engaged
in the battle. He told me that every
time he went into battle, life would
be lost and he always prayed, for he
knew it was either his life or the life
of the enemy. He told me he always
prayed for forgiveness for each man
he killed and prayed that the Lord
would open his eyes to heaven, the
truth, and the good. He prayed too
that he would be forgiven for his sins.
We Catholics and Americans
have the duty to put our faith first,
for you cannot serve both God and
mammon (Mt 6:24). And while I do
not advocate pacifism, as I believe
we have an obligation to protect and
defend innocent life, we must ask
in our encounter with Jesus how he
is calling us to live the Gospel, most
especially in this Jubilee Year of
Mercy. While there may be differing
solutions to the world’s confrontation
with terrorism and radical Islam that
we can legitimately disagree with in
our civil discourse, we must first recognize that good and evil exist. And it
is God who reveals to us what is good

and evil. If we become disconnected
from God, then evil will prevail.
Christians and all who believe that
we have God-given dignity and are best
served by living in accordance with our
nature must work to bring these truths
into every aspect of society. With its
insights into the human person, the
Church has a special responsibility to
help build a culture of life, peace and
justice founded upon the dignity of the
human person. And there are many
areas that this can be done. We must
not be silent about creating such a culture, bringing it into the public square
and promoting it at home and abroad,
through every possible avenue.
We must pray for our enemies
and those who persecute us, for their
conversion, that they may encounter
Jesus. We must pray, too, for all the
innocent victims throughout the
world who come from many religions,
countries and states in life. No class
of people is exempt. We must live the
Gospel, be converted each day, and
give hope to the world!
Preventing Orlando from happening again requires that an alternative
be present that answers the genuine
longing found in every person’s heart
to love and be loved, to be treated in
accord with their God-given dignity.
It is true that we will only experience that fully in heaven, but in the
meantime we must strive, with God’s
help, to create a society that values
every person equally and encourages
their flourishing according to God’s
plan for creation. May our hearts be
formed like Jesus’ and may we be his
light, hope and leaven in the world!
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Vatican Notes

“Works of mercy are very
evident” in Orlando
E
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

arly in the morning of June
12, 29-year-old Omar Mateen
opened fire at a gay Orlando
nightclub and began taking hostages.
He killed 49 people and injured 53 more
before he himself was killed by SWAT
officers responding to the scene.
Authorities are still piecing together
background information on Mateen,
who pledged allegiance to the Islamic
State in a 911 call made inside the nightclub. Mateen’s ex-wife and one of his
ex-coworkers have said they believe he
was mentally unstable, while others have

2015 Prices

While Materials

!
K
E
E
ST W

LA

suggested that he was gay and had both
used gay dating apps and frequented the
gay nightclub socially before the attack.
The Diocese of Orlando offered
prompt assistance to the victims’ families and loved ones, said Gary Tester,
Executive Director of Catholic Charities in Central Florida, including “grief
support,” scheduling funeral Masses
and burials, and financial aid.
“From our standpoint, we don’t discriminate in our services,” he said. “We
simply serve God’s children in whatever way we’re called to do. And in this
case, the corporal and spiritual works
of mercy are very evident.”
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Good news in Sheen’s cause

A

rchbishop Fulton Sheen’s cause
for canonization may be about
to move forward. The beloved
bishop and evangelist has made it to
“venerable”, the second stage in the
canonization process. However, his case
hit a snag when a dispute arose between
the Diocese of Peoria and the Archdiocese of New York. Peoria, Sheen’s home
diocese and the one championing his
case, needed Sheen’s body for the cause
to move forward. New York, however,
had been specifically instructed by both
Sheen and the Holy See to leave his body
in New York. Due to these concerns,
Cardinal Timothy Dolan said he was
hesitant to move the remains without
express permission from the Holy See
and Sheen’s living relatives. Sheen’s relatives have recently banded together to
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ask that his remains be moved to Peoria.
Many are confident that this will lead
to his case, which had been suspended,
again moving forward.
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METRO 303-816-3555
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There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Faith,
family,
politics
«1

a local political event, they
walked away as delegates for
their precinct.
“We thought we would go and support those of our neighbors who were
running. When we got there, we met
lots of conservatives, but no one wanted
to run,” Hahn said. “We kind of felt like
it was our duty.”
The Hahns were later voted to represent their district, then went on to
a meeting with potential state delegates. At that point, Hahn learned that
if she and her husband were elected,
they would have to spend two weeks in
Cleveland. That wasn’t an option with
their herd of little ones, so she found
other conservative candidates and
started pushing for them.
After all, she had been elected to represent her district.
“My vote wasn’t just representing
me. My vote represented thousands of
votes,” Hahn said.
Again, Hahn went to her first caucus
meeting not intending to run. She wound
up as a contender to become a state delegate. And as a highly controversial pair of
candidates look to capture their parties’
nominations, it may be time to revisit
the Catholic principle of subsidiarity to
understand how that could happen.
HOW THE CHURCH HELPS
Jenny Kraska is the executive director of the Colorado Catholic Conference, which is a united voice for Colorado’s three Catholic dioceses, speaking
on public policy issues.
She is painfully aware of how much
of a difference involvement at the
local level can make, and thus strongly
encourages Catholics to become
involved in their local politics.
“Our Catholic faith is pretty clear
about our duties as citizens and Catholics to make our voices heard,” she said.
Kraska’s job is to research policies

i

and advise the faithful on them. You can
go to cocatholicconference.org to learn
about various policies up for a vote in
the state of Colorado, and to see which
public officials support or condemn
them. The Conference also offers email
updates to keep voters informed about
important legislation as it occurs.
Kraska said involvement can begin
long before one ever casts a vote.
“One of the big ways you can be
involved is to educate yourself on the
issues, and what’s happening in the
community. There’s tons of local blogs
and forums where people talk about
these things,” Kraska said.
Hahn said she will use her children’s
nap times to learn about the issues. She
said the issues she’s learned about aren’t
all abortion and Obamacare, either. In
fact, she’s confident that anyone can

find an issue to become involved with,
even if it’s simply the zoning of their
neighborhood.
“Maybe you’re not involved with
national politics, but you get involved
with your HOA. Maybe you go to your
HOA and say you want your rec centers
to have gender-separate bathrooms,”
she said.
As a mother with many young children, Hahn said she understands that
some seasons of life are not compatible
with high-level political activism. However, she encourages everyone to have
some level of involvement.
“Vote. If that’s all you can do, thank
you,” Hahn said. “But for those who
simply cast a vote on November 4 and
only do that thinking it doesn’t make a
difference, and are then unhappy with
the outcome, then I would recommend

reevaluating how you could be more
informed.”
Kraska agreed, again emphasizing
how to start becoming involved on the
local level.
“One of the most underutilized ways
to get involved is town hall meetings,”
Kraska said. “They’ll allow you the
opportunity as a constituent to get
more one-on-one time. They allow you
to bring up issues you want your legislator to vote on. You could bring your
family, your Respect Life group from
church, your ENDOW group.”
She said that most legislators will
have town halls listed on their websites.
Overall, both Hahn and Kraska
strongly encouraged Catholics to be
active citizens.
“Get involved. Get your voice heard
on these issues,” Kraska said.

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM

Learn about political activism from two saints who were martyred for standing up to their government. The relics of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher will
be at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception 9 a.m. to noon and 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. June 29. There will be a presentation after the 5:30 Mass.
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What is
subsidiarity?
S

The life you’ve saved ...
“I came to Catholic
Charities in tears,”
Theresa recalls.

Hahn is proof that
busy people can get
involved in local politics. She stressed the
importance of Catholics participating in
the political realm.

ubsidiarity is sprinkled throughout
the Catechism and papal documents.
It is the principal that problems
should be solved on the most local level.
The Catechism explains that “neither
state nor any larger society should substitute itself for the initiative and responsibility of individuals and their intermediary bodies.”
So, if a person needs food, they should
appeal to their family. If their family is unable
to help them, they should then appeal to their
parish, then bigger groups. Bigger institutions are welcome to help. For example, the
state can donate extra food, but it should
be distributed through parishes and local
groups, because they are closest to the people.
That’s why the Vatican won’t announce
that every Catholic soup kitchen has to
serve apples and be open on Wednesdays.
Instead, the pope encourages us to perform
acts of mercy. We then apply that in a way
that makes sense for our community. For
example, we can see what day no other soup
kitchens in Denver are open and decide to
open ours that day. We can decide what food
to serve based on the population we’re serving, and their dental health. We can do that
because we see what our people need.
Because we see what needs to happen
around us, we should be involved with
our local politics. Something as seemingly
simple as a school board election can have
a profound effect on your community and,
by extension, the nation.

Stock photo. Client name changed to protect privacy.

BY MELISSA KEATING

“I had no money.
I had no friends.
I had no place to go.”

Following a long career as an EMT, Theresa lived alone on
a modest retirement income. But life changed after she
suffered a stroke and medical bills overwhelmed her resources.
Catholic Charities helped by securing affordable housing
for Theresa, preventing her from becoming homeless and
living on the streets.

DONATE TODAY!
SAVE THE LIFE OF
SOMEONE LIKE THERESA.

Give today by mailing back the insert included
in this publication with your generous gift.

photo by andrew wright/
denver catholic

OPENINGS IN OUR KINDERGARTEN AND 6TH GRADE

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

FAITH CHARACTER TRADITION

Sacred Heart of Jesus School
1317 Mapleton Avenue
Boulder, Colorado 80304
303-447-2362
school.shjboulder.org

• Excellent core curriculum based on national standards
• Many opportunities for spiritual growth through prayer, liturgy, and
community service
• Accredited by the nation’s leading accrediting organization, AdvancED.
• Competitive sports, academic decathlon, drama club, spelling bee, student
ambassadors, homework club, student council, after school enrichment
and more
• All teachers hold bachelors degree, 60% hold one or more masters degrees
• Safe environment, character education
• Great adventures for middle school students including trips to Pingree
Park, Catalina Island, and Washington DC

Open house is every day! Call to schedule a tour or shadow with us.

77,000+
people
served

166,993
nights
of shelter

303-742-0828

657,000
meals
provided

ccdenver.org/donate
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30 years
of hope

Historic Samaritan House invites
public to anniversary events
BY ROXANNE KING

T

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

here’s the 26-year-old college
graduate who moved to Denver
from St. Louis at his father’s
invitation. Unfortunately, his dad’s
landlord told him he couldn’t stay more
than two weeks. With nowhere else to
SAMARITAN HOUSE

Visit samhousedenver.org

Need a

go, Orlandis Barge was homeless.
He found shelter at Catholic Charities’ Samaritan House and was back on
his feet in two months.
“I’ve never experienced homelessness before,” Barge said. “It was
humbling.”
His is one face, one story among the
2,250 individuals the Denver shelter
serves annually, providing a hot meal,
shelter and resources to help the homeless become self-sufficient. This is the
30th year Samaritan House carries out

HOME LOAN?

As an additional

Thank You, pocket an
extra $100 if you purchase
a home, or we refinance
your home loan from another
lender.* (mention Home16)

No matter your home
purchasing or refinancing
needs, we have a home
loan suited for you.
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations.

Samaritan House celebrates its 30th anniversary this year. photoS provided

that act of mercy.
“Serving Jesus Christ by serving
others is at the heart of our many ministries,” Larry Smith, CEO of Catholic
Charities noted in a column. “At Samaritan House in downtown Denver, we
put more than 350 people to bed each
night, amounting to more than 125,000
nights of shelter a year.
“[We] provide,” he continued, “not
just a place for those experiencing
homelessness to sleep, but a way to
get back on their feet, to regain their
dignity, self-reliance and self-respect;
to become contributors to society. And
hopefully, to give back to others.”
Samaritan House’s impressive numbers show it’s achieving its goals: last
year, 226 of its residents found employment, 91 percent of its single residents
left with an income source and 67 percent of its families left with housing as
did 64 percent of its single residents.
Numbers, however, don’t tell the full
story of how the help offered at Samaritan House changes people’s lives and
gives them hope for the future.
“Now I try to help those who are
homeless,” Barge said, referring to his
part-time job at one of the other four
shelters run by Catholic Charities. He

IGNATIAN PRAYER SERIES: TRAINING - RETREAT

Lord Teach Me To Pray
July 22 – 23
Friday 5 pm – Saturday 4 pm
Franciscan Retreat Center
7740 Dear Hill Grove
Colorado Springs, CO 80919

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NMLS #644618

NCUA

www.lordteachmetopray.com

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

DISCLOSURE:
*To qualify, you must finance a Home Loan between 6/1/2016 – 7/31/16. Member must mention promotion code Home16
for the $100 incentive. This will be automatically deposited into your NUFCU Savings account. Incentive is subject to a
60-day period pending verification and will be reported as dividend income; any federal, state and local taxes are the
sole responsibility of the member. Offer valid for home purchases and refinance from another lender. Other offers or
discounts DO NOT apply. All loans are subject to approved credit and loan-to-value requirements. Property inspection
and other verifications may be required. Not all properties are eligible. Membership required.

also works as an engineer at a global
communications firm.
“I’d like to get into hydraulic engineering, which I studied at the University of Missouri-St. Louis,” Barge said.
“Someday I’d like to find the girl of my
dreams and start a family.”
Capuchin Father Michael Suchnicki,
chaplain of Samaritan House for 20
years, said Barge’s desire for the American dream is true of most homeless.
“They are thankful they’re here, but
they want their own place,” he said.
When Samaritan House opened on
Nov. 22, 1986, it made history as the first
building in the nation designed to be a
homeless shelter. It quickly became a
model for what a “home” for the homeless could be.
The roots of the shelter, however,
started three years earlier when a bitter
winter and oil bust in Denver forced
hundreds into homelessness. Moved by
their plight, Denver’s champion of the
homeless, Monsignor C.B. Woodrich,
affectionately called “Father Woody,”
opened the doors of Holy Ghost Church
downtown to provide refuge on cold
nights.
Archbishop James Casey responded
to the need for homeless housing by

Learn how to deepen your prayer life
and help others deepen theirs!

Mrs. Carol Weiler at:
carolweiler@cox.net or (504) 439-5933
Father Marty Gleeson, OP at:
mgleesonop@gmail.com or (504) 717-8770
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Samaritan House provides thousands of people shelter each year.

converting the old Central Catholic
High School into a shelter for 175 men,
women and children. Named Samaritan Shelter, it drew local and national
media attention when it opened to full
capacity on Nov. 8, 1983.
Aware the recycled building was
inadequate, the goal to build a larger,
more dignified home for the displaced
was realized when the Denver Archdiocese got an $8.5 million windfall for
air rights and land behind Holy Ghost
Church and used the money to buy
property near Lawrence Street and
23rd Avenue. The site became the new
location for present-day Samaritan
House. The handsome brick structure
with a chapel and landscaped courtyard includes separate dorms for men
and women, family rooms and overflow
space.
Samaritan House’s services are still
critically needed: 6,130 men, women
and children across the Denver metro
area identified as homeless in January
2015, according to the Metro Denver
Homeless Initiative. Samaritan House
currently provides nearly 25 percent of
shelter housing available to families.
In addition to providing a warm
bed, hot meal and spiritual support,
residents are helped to self-sufficiency
through job assistance, money management and case management. They can
stay for up to four months.
To celebrate Samaritan House’s
anniversary and support its mission,
Catholic Charities is inviting the public
to upcoming benefit events, including
summer pilgrimage walks and shelter
tours, and a gala “Sam’s Supper” set
Sept. 10. Events culminate when Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila rededicates the
shelter Dec. 10.
“Samaritan House was created to
show mercy and restore dignity to those
who don’t have a place to live,” Smith
said. “We’ve been here 30 years and we
plan to be here as long as we’re needed.

Each year at Samaritan House

125,000-plus
455,000
2,250

shelter nights provided

meals served

individuals
sheltered

A LOOK BACK ON
SAMARITAN HOUSE
1983: A bitter winter and oil
bust forces hundreds onto
the streets, living on building
exhaust grates and dumpsters.
Father Woody, pastor of Holy
Ghost Parish, opens the doors
to homeless seeking refuge
from the cold. The priest
appears on local and national
media advocating for the poor.
NOV. 1983: Archbishop James
Casey of Denver converts
the old Central Catholic High
School into a shelter—it’s
filled on opening night.
1984: The shelter is
inadequate to meet the
needs of a growing number
of homeless in Denver.
Archbishop Casey uses funds
from the sale of a lot behind
Holy Ghost Parish to build a
new shelter near Lawrence
Street and 23rd Avenue.
JULY 1985: Construction
crews break ground on
the new building.
NOV. 1986: The new Samaritan
House shelter in Denver
opens its door. It makes
history as the first new
building in America designed
specifically for the homeless.

Advanced
Partner
Siemens
Hearing
Instruments

2015 Humanitarian Practice of the Year
(National Sivantos Aspire Award).

303.649.2122

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

We take your Hearing Seriously.

Helping You Honor Life

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com
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Celibacy: a blessing, not a burden
Interview with author
Father Gary Selin
BY KARNA SWANSON

W

karna.swanson@archden.org
@KarnaSwanson

hy does the Church continue
to require priests to practice celibacy? One simple
answer is that it was the path Jesus
himself chose to follow, says Father
Gary Selin, assistant professor at St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary
in Denver.
The author of the recently published
“Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations” (CUA Press), explained to Denver
Catholic that just as Jesus was “poor,
celibate and obedient to the Father’s
will…. Likewise, the priest seeks to

imitate Jesus in these ways through
his priestly ministry and life.”
In “Priestly Celibacy,” Father Selin,
who earned a doctorate in Sacred
Theology from Catholic University of
America in 2011, offers a theological
presentation of priestly celibacy, beginning with the biblical foundations for
the practice, and including the history
of the discipline from the very foundation of the Church.
In this interview, Father Selin speaks
of the positive aspects of priestly celibacy as a “gift,” and his hope that more
Catholics will learn to appreciate the
practice as “a blessing bestowed upon
the Church as whole, rather than a
burden or imposition.”

DENVER CATHOLIC: Pope Francis
recently said that priestly celibacy
is a “gift for the Church”. In what
ways is that true?
FATHER GARY SELIN: Jesus Christ
promised great rewards to the disciples who would leave all things,
including marriage and the family,
in order to follow Him (Lk 18:28-30).
Jesus himself was poor, celibate and
obedient to the Father’s will. Likewise, the priest seeks to imitate Jesus
in these ways through his priestly
ministry and life.
To enable the priest to fulfill his
mission, the Holy Spirit gives to him
particular gifts, or charisms, among
which is priestly celibacy. Seen in this
light, celibacy is a gift for the Church
that needs to be protected and cherished. It is noteworthy that Pope
Francis described celibacy as a gift
for the Church. That is, it is a blessing
bestowed upon the Church as whole,
rather than a burden or imposition, as
many believe today.
DC: Is this approach of seeing celi-

bacy as gift new to the Church?

GS: From the time of the Apostles,

the Church has understood celibacy
as a gift. St. Paul offered celibacy as a
way of life for men and women, for he

wanted them to be free from worldly
anxieties: “The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how
to please the Lord; but the married
man is anxious about the affairs of the
world, how to please his wife, and his
interests are divided” (1 Cor 7:32-33).
Priestly celibacy as such enables
the priest to be united, with an undivided heart, to Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest. This gift of divine intimacy is the first fruit of celibacy. Consequently, the priest is better able to
pour himself out in a life of service to
the Church through pastoral charity.
DC: We are often told that celibacy

is a “discipline” in the Catholic
Church. What does this mean?
Could the requirement for celibacy ever change?
GS: Every treasure must be protected. For example, we have banks
that secure our money. Likewise,
priestly celibacy needs to be protected by a law of the Church, which
provides a safeguard for the priest’s
chaste celibacy, and also defends this
treasure from those who would seek
to destroy it.
Therefore, the discipline of priestly
celibacy is the juridical protection
that the Church provides for the gift of

The Staff and Parishioners of Notre Dame Catholic

Parish and School extend a very warm welcome to
Monsignor Edward Buelt, our new Pastor.

May God bless you and your work with Notre

Dame abundantly. We all look forward to working
beside you and our prayers are with you.
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Camp St. Malo
VISITOR & HERITAGE CENTER

As stated above, Jesus Christ himself was celibate, and called his disciples to follow him. Imitation of Christ
and obedience to his call of discipleship are the principal reasons for safeguarding the gift of priestly celibacy.
DC: There are many books about

Upon ordination, priests accept to
live the practice of priestly celibacy, which author Father Gary
Selin calls “a blessing bestowed
upon the Church as whole, rather
than a burden or imposition.”

celibacy. This discipline is written in
our Code of Canon Law (n. 277.1), and
it requires priests and bishops in the
Latin Church to life a life of perfect
and perpetual continence, or celibacy.
As such, the discipline could
change. That is, the pope could
“loose” the requirement of celibacy
for candidates to the priesthood, and
thus open the way for married men
to be ordained. While this change is
theoretically possible, I believe that
it is unlikely in view of our perennial
tradition.

celibacy and virginity, what is
unique about the approach you
take in your book?
GS: A review of contemporary literature shows that works abound on the
history, sociology, psychology, and
spirituality of priestly celibacy. Sadly,
very little has been offered in the way
of a clear theology of priestly celibacy.
This book, however, will help to fill in
the gap.
The collective ignorance among
Catholics of the scriptural, patristic, and theological foundations for
priestly celibacy is widespread. It is
my hope that this book will enable the
faithful to form their minds about celibacy according to the teaching of the
Church, rather than according to the
relentless secularism of the media.
We must pray that this gift is treasured and lived by priests, and prayerfully supported by the lay faithful.
It is not a relic of bygone years that
should be cast aside. Rather, it is a
pearl of great price (Mt 13:46).

i

HELP PRESERVE THE HERITAGE OF

Camp St. Malo
The Archdiocese of Denver is pleased to announce that work is
underway to preserve the beauty and rich history of the Chapel on
the Rock (St. Catherine of Siena Chapel) in Allenspark, Colorado.

A fire destroyed the St. Malo Retreat Center in 2011, and a massive
flood and landslide in 2013 made much of the site unusable.
The preservation project will include building the Pope Saint John Paul II
Memorial Hiking Trail and Trail Head Pavilion; and establishing a new
visitor and heritage center in St. Williams Lodge.
To learn more, visit

campstmalo.org

PRIESTLY CELIBACY

“Priestly Celibacy: Theological
Foundations,” by Father
Gary B. Selin, STD
The Catholic University of
America Press (April 4, 2016)
http://amzn.to/1OqV9od

W A S H I N G T O N PA R K
D E N T A L

C E N T E R

Above is a rendering of the new visitor
center, St. Williams Lodge, which will
tell the story of Camp St. Malo and
serve as a gift shop and bridal party facility.

Renovations on the chapel are
already underway. The interior of
the chapel has been completed,
and the exterior renovations are
anticipated to be completed this fall.

VISIT CAMP ST. MALO AND SUPPORT THE RENOVATION!

New Patients Receive FREE Whitening with Initial Cleaning!
303-778-7707 | info@washparkdental.com • www.washparkdental.com

Contact us today to schedule an appointment • Also offering Orthodontics
271 South Downing Street, Denver, CO 80209

Donate online today!

campstmalo.org/donate
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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HONORING OUR SHEPHERDS:
Celebrating our priests for their years of service
50 YEARS

F

FATHER DENNIS RYAN
ather Dennis Ryan laughed as
he reminisced about why he
became a priest.
“I flunked the 4th grade, and my
brothers were teasing me,” he recalled.
He started going to Mass regularly, and
as he became more and more fond of
priests, he remembers thinking, “I can
do that!”
Now, 50 years later, he has done
“that,” and much more. The Eucharist
became quite meaningful to him over
time, and he said his call to the priesthood eventually “grew into another
realm.”
Father Ryan served principally at
Nativity of Our Lord in Broomfield,
where he was pastor for 12 years. However, Father Ryan also spent 37 of his 50
years of priesthood as a religion teacher
at various Catholic schools, both in
Denver and around the U.S.
Of celebrating his 50th anniversary
of being a priest, Father Ryan said, “It
has been a blessing to celebrate the
Eucharist with the people of God for
over 50 years.”
The secret to his longevity, he said,
is “The Eucharist, and, by the grace
of God, Mary tugging on [the Lord’s]
sleeve and pointing to me and asking
him to watch over this young, middle-aged and now elderly priest! The
road hasn’t always been easy, but it has
been ‘fun’ watching them lead through
the years!”

R

FATHER DAVID CROAK
aised in Wisconsin, Father
David Croak lived in what he
called “a Catholic ghetto” growing up. His dad’s sister was a nun and
his mother’s brother was a priest, so
you could say religious vocations ran
in his family.
“The example of some younger
priests influenced me,” Father Croak
said. “I went to Catholic schools all my
life. When I was in grade school and
high school, the schools were taught
by nuns almost exclusively. They were
always emphasizing the importance of
being a priest.”
Father Croak began to wonder if
Christ was calling him to the priesthood
during his senior year of high school.
“I went to seminary to find out.
Gradually I became convinced that I
had a vocation to the priesthood,” he
said.
“I think I made the right decision,”
he added. “I’m thankful that I became
a priest and made it 50 years.”
Father Croak served in various parishes around the archdiocese, including
St. Joan of Arc, Our Lady of Lourdes, St.
Anne’s in Arvada, St. Therese in Aurora
and finally, St. Frances de Sales, where
he served as pastor for 12 years.
To the younger generation of priests,
Father Croak offered this: “I do think a
prayer life is very important. Also, the
beautiful thing about being a priest is
whatever talent you have, you’re able
to use.”
During his priesthood, he looked to
St. Teresa of Avila for reassurance of his
vocation. “[She] said, ‘Trust God that
you are exactly where you are meant
to be.’ This thought helped sustain me
in my priesthood.”

F

FATHER THOMAS WOERTH
ather Thomas Woerth is a priest
constantly on the move.
He had his hand in many different ministries throughout his career,
and established several programs that
are still used around the archdiocese
to this day, including the Engagement
Encounter program.
Father Woerth spent much of his
priesthood working with high school
and college-aged kids. He said that initially, he would have been a Jesuit if
he wanted to teach, but he ended up
getting his teaching license while he
was a priest, and teaching became a big
part of what he did.
“I obviously didn’t have a good
understanding of what [the priesthood]
was all about,” he said.
Father Woerth started several mountain retreats for young adults. He also
has a passion for theater, and while he
served at parishes in both Boulder and
Fort Collins, he directed pageants both
for Christmas and Good Friday.
His priesthood took him everywhere
from the Pastoral Center to Colorado
Springs to Fort Collins to Boulder, and
he spent ten years of his career as a
chaplain at the Veteran Affairs Medical
Center in Denver.
Father Woerth retains fond memories of each place he served. As for the
new generation of priests, he offers this
advice: “You have to stick in there.”
Father Woerth said he was an active
priest in an era when there was more
emphasis on pastoral care and community, and he believes this is an important
element of the Church’s mission.
“I had the opportunity to live in an
era when I was able to form communities in lots of ways,” he said.

F

FATHER VINCENT LEO SMITH
ather Leo Smith’s advice to young
priests stems from another priest
he knew during his career, Father
Hamlin: “Serve the people. Don’t try to
be popular.”
He says this with a smile, which is
indicative of his kind and caring personality. Father Smith celebrates 50 years of
priesthood this year, and he reminisced
about why he became a priest in the first
place.
“In our time, we had wonderful parents who gave us a good example of the
faith,” Father Smith said. “They always
spoke highly of priests. I think that had
a certain impact.”
Throughout his priestly career, Father
Smith served mainly at parishes located
on the Western Slopes and Eastern
Plains. His longest stretch at a parish
was as pastor for 16 years at St. Joseph’s
in Akron, and his assignment there also
included him being pastor of St. John the
Evangelist in Yuma.
Though he spent much of his ministerial career outside of Denver proper, one
of his fondest memories as a priest came
while he was assistant pastor of Christ
the King in Denver. He said there used
to be seven hospitals in that area, and
he would often go visit the patients, who
hailed from all over the U.S. due to some
of the hospitals performing specialized
medical procedures.
Father Smith said doing this was very
rewarding for him because it was an opportunity to genuinely perform the work of a
priest without getting anything in return.
“You could do ministry or pastoral
work with people who, in a way, could not
really pay you back,” he said. “We went
over sometimes two or three times a day
just because you did believe that was a
necessary part of your priesthood and
service to the people. It was rewarding
in that sense.”
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25 YEARS

MORE PRIESTLY
ANNIVERSARIES

FATHER SEAN
MCGRATH

FATHER EDWARD
BROCK

ather
Sean
McGrath said it
was the example of older priests that
helped him when he was
a parochial vicar. Now he
hopes to turn the tables.
“I was blessed in my
early years of my priesthood to have incredible
pastors that taught me
so much of being a priest
that serves allowing me
to grow as a servant of the
Lord,” he said. “My hope
is that newly ordained
priests will learn from
their pastors and pastors listen to the newly
ordained because their
insight can be fresh as
well as exciting. We can
learn so much from each
other.”
In his 25 years of priesthood, Father McGrath
said he has learned the
importance of humility.
“When you come out
of the seminary, one
thinks they have all the
answers, but I learned
early on that many times
I didn’t even know the
questions,” he said.
While he said he
misses his family on the
East Coast, he is excited
to continue growing as
a priest the only way he
knows how: By doing it.
“Priesthood is something you can’t learn in
the classroom. It has to
be lived,” he said.

hen Father
Brock was
ordained in
1991, he said he had no
idea how much he was
about to grow.
“I’ve learned what it
means to be a Catholic
and a Christian. It wasn’t
just book knowledge that
brought me to this, but
a burst of real spiritual
intercession from God
and from the people,” he
said.
He said that one
aspect of the priesthood
that surprised him the
most was the amount
of time he spent with
people in dire situations.
“I’ve experienced how
important it is for them
to have the confidence
in their faith to come
to their priest for help,
and for the priest to help
them with what they
need. It’s also important
for the priest to realize
when he should go to
them,” he said.
He said that he also
learned about his need
for God’s love.
“Definitely a part of
priesthood is that you
must understand as
much as you are called
to help others, you must
also continue to grow in
realizing God’s love for
you. He and the Church
have called you to be a
priest,” he said.

F

W

FATHER
CHRISTOPHER
RENNER

F

ather Christopher
Renner was born
on Aug. 24, 1961
in Norton, Kansas. He
attended CU-Boulder,
then entered seminary
at Conception Abbey in
Missouri and St. Thomas
Theological Seminary in
Denver. He was ordained
on June 8, 1991 in Denver.
He served as assistant
pastor at Good Shepherd
Parish in Denver and St.
Mary Parish in Littleton. He has pastored St.
Anthony of Padua Parish
in Julesburg; St. Peter
Mission Parish in Crook
and two terms at Christ
the King Parish in Evergreen. He most recently
served as the pastor of
Sacred Heart of Jesus
in Boulder and St. Rita
in Nederland. He began
his new assignment as
pastor of Spirit of Christ
in Arvada on June 15.
Father Renner has
also served as dean of
the West Denver Deanery, as a representative to
the Presbyteral Council
and as a member of the
College of Consultors,
both of the Archdiocese
of Denver.
Father Renner was
unavailable for comment
as of press time.

FATHER DAVID
STAHL

F

ather David Stahl
was born on May
30, 1942 in Akron,
Ohio. His studies led him
from the University of
Wyoming to the North
American College in
Rome. He was ordained
on June 8, 1991.
Father Stahl served
as parochial vicar at
St. Catherine of Siena
Parish in Denver, the
Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception in Denver, Holy
Ghost Parish in Denver,
St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Parish in Denver and
Christ the King Parish
in Denver. He was the
pastor of Presentation
of Our Lady Parish in
Denver, St. Mary Parish
in Brush, St. John Mission Parish in Stoneham
and St. Francis of Assisi
Parish in Wheldon. He
was also the chaplain to
the Knights of Columbus
Council 539 in Denver
and the Assistant Ecumenical and Interfaith
Officer of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Father Stahl retired
Sept. 7, 2010. He was
unavailable for comment
as of press time.

FATHER DONALD
ROMERO

F

ather Romero was
ordained June 8,
1991. He served as
parochial vicar at St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, St. Jude Parish
in Lakewood, Queen of
Peace Parish in Aurora
and St. Louis Parish
in Louisville. He then
served as pastor of St.
Joseph Parish in Akron,
St. John the Evangelist
Parish in Yuma and St.
Bernadette Parish in
Lakewood. He is now
a chaplain with the Air
Force, under which he
has served in Germany,
Oklahoma and Colorado
Springs.
Father Romero said
that he has enjoyed working with the cadets, but is
excited about his recent
promotion from captain
to major. He will move to
Japan shortly.
“I can’t believe that
25 years have passed
already,” he said. “I’ve
been very fortunate.”

Congratulations to
all the priests of
the Archdiocese of
Denver for another
year service to
Christ and the
Church in northern
Colorado. In
particular, we would
like to congratulate
those priests who
are celebrating
the following
anniversaries
this year.
5 YEARS

• Grzegorz Wojcik
• Brady Wagner
• Gregg Pedersen
• John Nepil
• Brian Larkin
• Geronimo
Gonzalez
• Dennis Garrou
• Michael Bodzioch
10 YEARS

• Tomasz Wikarski
• James Thermos
• Lorenzo Ricci
• Peter Mussett
• Matthew Hartley
• Francisco Garcia
• Michael Freihofer
• Luis Escandon
• Hector
Chiapa-Villarreal
• Faustinus
Anyamele
20 YEARS

• Vincent Leo
Phung
30 YEARS

• Marcus Medrano
• Gregory Ames
35 YEARS

• Henri Tshibambe
40 YEARS

• James Moreno
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You are loved &
will be missed by
your parish family!

“We need priests.

SO PRAY.”

“The priesthood is the love of the Heart of Jesus.” (St. John Vianney)
Thank you, Fr. Matt & Fr. Ryan, for the many ways you have brought
the love of Christ to us. May He bless you both abundantly!

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Cemetery

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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T

he Archdiocese of Denver needs
more priests, and we can all
help in the work of vocational
recruitment with our prayers, says the
incoming vocations director, Father
Ryan O’Neill.
Before taking his new post, Father
O’Neill said his predecessor, Father Jim
Crisman, gave him some parting words
of advice: “[He] has really hammered
this into me … prayer, prayer, prayer is
the only thing that can help our vocational situation in the archdiocese.”
The new vocations director urged
the entire archdiocese to pray, because
without priests there is no Eucharist:
“If you’re reading this, put down the
paper and say a brief prayer…. We need
priests. So pray.”
Father O’Neill, 33, was ordained in
2012 and has served the last four years
as the parochial vicar at Our Lady of the
Snow in Granby, then at St. Peter’s in
Greeley. He succeeds Father Jim Crisman, who has been asked to become
pastor of St. Peter Parish in Greeley.
Father Crisman told the Denver
Catholic that he also gave Father O’Neill
more advice: “I told him he should be
himself; he has great gifts and abilities
and he should be himself bringing all
those things with him into the ministry.
“His prayerfulness, his optimism,
and his energetic personality will assist
him greatly as he enters vocations
ministry.”
ENCOURAGING COMMITMENT
Father O’Neill said he wants the
high-school and college-aged young
men of the archdiocese to be willing to
honestly ask God what he wants from
them. This does not mean that all will be
called to be priests, but he wants to see
them be willing to make a commitment.
“To be a real man is to come to the
realization that your life is not about
you,” he said. “Men want to make a difference in the world, but you can’t leave
a mark if you aren’t committed to something. There’s no fruitfulness without
commitment.”
He said that authentic masculinity
is found in one’s ability to sacrifice, not
in external trappings. He said that willingness to sacrifice is also what makes a

good priest, and that not all good priests
look alike.
“It’s not that you have to be strong or
handsome or even the most organized
leader. It’s about leading people in following the Lord by denying yourself,”
he said.
AN OLDER BROTHER
Father O’Neill said that as vocations director, he sees his primary role
as being that of a big brother, walking
with the men discerning.
“Young men will contact me. Then
they come and we talk and I get to know
them and where they are in their spiritual life, in life in general and in their
discernment. Then I give them tools for
whatever area in life they need to work
on,” he said.
Those tools can include books, help
with logistics, walking through the
application process or even tips on
how to pray.
Father Ryan said that the relationship will continue if and when the men
are accepted to seminary.
“I’m not a formator, but more of an
older brother to the guys who are on
the way to ordination,” he said. “I love
working with the young men in seminary. I’m not that far removed from
them, so there’s a kinship.”
HIS EXPERIENCE
Father O’Neill’s own experience of
applying to seminary was a whirlwind.
He said it began shortly after his 21st
birthday.
“I just had this profound religious
experience of seeing my life flash before
my eyes. I saw myself as a priest, and I
knew that the Lord Jesus was asking
me to be his priest,” he said.
At first, he took his time applying,
even stopping to date a girl. Then he
realized he wanted to apply, and needed
to do so before he left for World Youth
Day.
“I prayed to the Blessed Virgin to
open doors, or I would go back to school.
All the doors opened,” he said.
The application process took him
six days.
He said that honest encounters with
priests helped him during his time in
seminary. He hopes he can be that for
the men he works with.
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 June 24-July 3
 July 5-14
 August 15-24
 September 21
 Sep. 30-Oct. 2
 October 7-9

8-Day Individually Directed Silent Retreat
8-Day Individually Directed Silent Retreat
8-Day Individually Directed Silent Retreat
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men & Women)
Weekend Retreat (Women)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Harry Stevenson
54 Years

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
Matt Whaley
29 Years

Father Ryan O’Neill is the new Director of Vocations for the Archdiocese
of Denver. He previously served as Parochial Vicar at St. Peter’s in Greeley. As the new vocations director, Father O’Neill is looking forward to
helping men discern whether or not they’re being called to the priesthood. photo by andrew wright/denver catholic

“One thing that really inspired me
when I was in seminary was encountering a priest who would be very honest
about the struggles of the priesthood,” he
said. “They would share how they were
praying, how God was present at a deeper

level in their hearts. It always inspired
me to be a priest. It never terrified me. It
was put into a context of hope, of cooperation with the grace of the ordination. I
want to impart that with my own limited
priestly experience to these guys.”

Lloyd Swint
13 Years

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the
needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.
With more than a 132 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley, Lloyd Swint
and John Chalupa have assisted families with care and
compassion. Their expertise combined with
those who provide professional services in 11 Olinger
neighborhood chapels is virtually unprecedented in
serving the Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
John Chalupa
36 Years
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Spiritual lit for the poolside
BY MELISSA KEATING

S

ummer is a time
for absorbing—
the sun’s rays, the
laughter of friends at
a barbecue and even a
book as you lounge by
the poolside. Father Jim
Thermos, director of the
Spirituality Year of St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary, encourages people to include
spiritual reading in the
poolside stack of books.
“Spiritual reading is
important because it
feeds the soul. The world
pushes in on us, but when
we do spiritual reading
we become reminded
again of our relationship
with God,” he said.
Not all reading has to
be spiritual. However,
being sure to include a
few spiritual texts can
help us to keep our minds
and hearts set on things
that matter.
“That will naturally
lead us to prayer, which
is a relationship with our
Lord,” Father Thermos
said.
Father Thermos recommended the following
books for summer reading. He chose a varitey of
topics and writing styles,
in the hopes that everyone can find a title that
will interest them.

ON THE
INCARNATION
St. Athanasius
Public domain, available
free online and through
various publishers

Father Thermos said
that this short text is the
most theologically dense
of the books he’s recommended, but thinks readers will find it worth the
effort.
“It’s for someone who
wants something to sink
their teeth into. You don’t
have to have a theology
degree to read it,” he said.
St. Athanasius wrote
On the Incarnation during
the Arian heresy, when
many people did not
believe that Jesus was
truly God and truly man.
Instead, they viewed him
as a man who had received
the spirit of God very well.
“He wrote on why God
came, on the Incarnation,
in such a brilliant way that
it couldn’t be disputed.
That’s important for us
today because the whole
world wants to turn away
from the true nature of
Jesus as God and Man,”
Father Thermos said.

JOAN OF ARC
Mark Twain
Public domain, available free online and
through various
publishers

Mark Twain himself
said this was the best
thing he ever wrote.
“He was fascinated
with Joan of Arc because
he thinks she was the
most authentic person
who ever lived,” Thermos
said.
Twain spent 12 years
researching and writing
the novel. However, the
result is not a dry historical tome.
“It’s several hundred
pages, but the stories
that he tells just have you
laugh out loud,” Thermos
said. “True to Tom Sawyer
and Huckleberry Finn,
he’s a true storyteller.”
The book follows
Joan from her childhood in a tiny village to
her death at the hands of
the English. Despite her
complete lack of education, she convinced the
king of France to let her
lead his armies.
“It’s a completely
unrealistic call in every
respect,” Father Thermos
said. “In the simplicity of
one who trusts in God,
she moved forward.”

Don’t Forget To Say

DEACON APPRECIATION ISSUE-July 23, 2016
DENVER
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The deadline to reserve your ad is July 12, 2016.
The deadline for camera-ready ads is July 15, 2015
For more information, contact Cindy O’Neill today at
(303) 715-3212 or cynthia.oneill@archden.org

TATTOOS ON
THE HEART
Father Gregory
Boyle
Simon & Schuster,
$15.00

Father Boyle is a Jesuit
who was sent to projects
of Los Angeles to serve
gang members.
“He’ll take a theme or a
topic, like how God loves
us unconditionally, then
he’ll go on to describe
how in his interaction
with one of these young
persons, they came to
understand their dignity
or God’s love for them,”
Father Thermos said.
The book is gritty, at
times using street language to communicate
the nature of lives of the
men in the stories.
Father Thermos said
that this is one of the more
emotional books on the
list, but thinks his brother
priests and anyone who
works in ministry could
learn from it.
“He’s a priest with
his sleeves rolled up,”
Father Thermos said.
“It’s ironic, because the
first book I said was On
the Incarnation, and this
is God’s incarnational
love in action.”

MAN’S SEARCH
FOR MEANING
Victor Frankl
Beacon Press,
$19.95

Victor Frankl was a
psychiatrist and a survivor of the Nazi death
camps.
“He’s undergoing the
hardship of being in a
concentration camp, and
he’s noticing that it’s not
the strongest, or even the
smartest, who are surviving in the concentration
camp. The ones who are
surviving are the ones
who have found a reason
to live,” Father Thermos
said.
Frankl concludes that
others died from a lack
of hope. Father Thermos
said he often recommends the book to men
in seminary.
“It just keeps impacting them and how they
understand how our life
has to have meaning or
it has nothing,” Father
Thermos said.
“At the center of it is a
belief in God,” he said. “He
captures it—our search
for meaning, our struggle and the remedy for our
struggle, which leads us
back to the Incarnation.”

IN THE SCHOOL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT
Father Jacques
Philippe
Scepter Publishing,
$9.95

Father Thermos recommended this book as
a way to be introduced
to the person of the Holy
Spirit.
“As the Holy Spirit
dwells in us, he brings us
many gifts. It’s an awareness—we have to be on
the lookout for them, or
we miss them,” Father
Thermos said.
He said Father
Philippe helps show
that the greatest thing
a Christian can do is be
receptive to the divine.
“We like to think it’s
doing things, but it’s
receiving,” Father Thermos said.
He said that God has
planned to pour his Holy
Spirit, and for mankind
to receive him, since the
beginning.
“So this is Father
Jacques Philippe explaining how to receive the
Holy Spirit, how to receive
it in peace and love, and
how to receive it well,”
Father Thermos said.
He said that this will
ultimately lead people
into deeper relationship
with the Trinity.
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Prayer in the Square

2

10 a.m. - 11 p.m., satellite prayer communities
along the Front Range,
free. Join the public
prayer community
nearest you to pray a
Rosary and Divine Mercy
chaplet. Visit prayerinthesquare.com to find
your nearest prayer
community, and contact
mrosand@ccdenver.
org or 303-799-9299
for more details.
9

9

	Mother Cabrini Shrine
Summer Feast & Bazaar

6:30 a.m., City Park Golf
Course, 2500 York St.,
Denver, $100. Annunciation Catholic school,
along with the Mares
Family, hosts their annual
Eloy Mares Memorial
Golf Tournament at
City Park Golf Course.
Contact elizabeth.

15 	Our Lady of Mount

Carmel Bazaar

7/15-7/17, 5 p.m. - 10
p.m. Fri. and Sat., 4
p.m. - 9 p.m. Sun., Our
Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, 3549 Navajo St.,
Denver, free. Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Parish

SAINTS PETER & PAUL
I

Strength of the
Saints Relic Tour

23 	Music and the New

Evangelization Summer
Retreat
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FAITH
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JUNE
LEADERSHIP
MARTYRDOM
PERSECUTION
PREACHING

9 a.m., Holy Name
Parish, 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Englewood, free.
Join the Holy Name
Parish community and
keynote spekaer Adam
Bartlett for a time of
reflection on the beauty
of Catholic liturgy and
the place of sacred
music in the New Evangelization through
talks, personal prayer,
adoration and chants.
A music day camp for
kids will be offered
during the talks. Visit
holynamedenver.org
for more information.

29 9 a.m. - 12 p.m., 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver, free. The relics of two saints who exemplified courage and conviction in the face of
persecution, St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher,
are coming to the Archdiocese of Denver. Following
the 5:30 p.m. Mass, there will be a presentation
about the relics and an opportunity for veneration.
For more information, visit cocatholicconference.org

B H F M F Y G U W P K Z S A U
W C

hosts its annual bazaar
celebrating its community. Come for live music,
authentic Italian food,
carnival rides, games and
much more. For more
information, visit ourladymountcarmel.org

7/9, 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.,
7/10, 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.,
Mother Cabrini Shrine,
20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden, free. Mother
Cabrini Shrine hosts its
annual summer feast
and bazaar, featuring a
food court, bake sale,
games, bingo, handmade marketplace and
more. Contact JoAnn
Seaman at mrstseaman@
aol.com or 303-5260758 for more details.

	Annunciation Eloy
Mares Memorial Golf
Tournament

G N
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tamez@annunciationk8.
org or 303-867-1220
for more details.
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S unday in
Lent

Recieve Mercy Penance
Service

7 p.m. - 9 p.m., St.
Stephen Parish, 1885
Blake Ave., Glenwood
Springs, free. Visit
archden.org for
more details.
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28 D oes the
books

AUGUST

11 Fond name
for pope
whose coat
of arms display an “M”
for Mary

43

48

Annual Fundraiser

5:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.,
PPA Event Center, 2105
Decatur St., Denver, $35
pp. Join the Capuchin
Poor Clares for an evening of fun and charity
as they raise funds to
build a new monastery in
Watkins, Colorado. The
evening will feature a
luau dinner with special
entertainment, dancing
and a silent auction.
Contact Joanie Lucero
at denver.capclares@
gmail.com or 720-2271177 for more details.

10 Treaty of
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Shout Outs

Classiﬁeds

News we can all shout about!
Get ready all you Denver Catholics, because we have something incredible
to shout about this week! In early June, the Catholic Press Association
announced the award winners for 2015, and between our two newspapers—
Denver Catholic and El Pueblo Católico—we won six awards!
Here is the breakdown:
We won
two firstplace
awards.
The first
was for
best promotional
ad, which
we won
with our
promotion titled “Go Paperless.” The
initiative converted 5,000 print subscribers to our online newsletter, and
was led and executed by David Hazen,
Andrew Wright and Filippo Piccone. (Paperless is more…brilliance!)
We also
won for
“best
use of
graphics,”
with our
“CO-4Kids”
infographic,
designed
by the
above-mentioned Piccone (he came
up a lot in the awards this year)!
We won three second-place awards.
The first two were for El Pueblo
Católico, in the categories of “best
news writing” and “best in-depth”
analysis. The winners were Lara
Montoya for her story on the missionary martyrs in Peru, and Barbara
Symmes for a story on the death penalty. Great reporting ladies, keep it up!
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The Denver Catholic won a second-place award was for “best
multi-media presentation,” which we
won with the video and print story
titled “30 Hours,” by Andrew Wright
and Julie Filby. If you haven’t seen
that video yet, go here: http://denvercatholic.org/30-hours-veyda/.

Finally, your very own Denver Catholic won third-place for “best redesign”. We have Filippo Piccone to
thank for that!
We couldn’t do any of what we do
without the support of our faithful
readers, so let’s just all give ourselves
a collective pat on the back!

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND

B
O
C
A

COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12

S
W
A
K

SUNDAY, JULY 3
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

Y
A
P
S

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Hjelstrom
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

SUNDAY, JULY 10
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de Los Santos
SUNDAY, JULY 17
7:00 a.m. English, to be announced.
7:30 a.m. Spanish, to be announced.

Pope
Emeritus
Benedict
XVI
celebrates
65 years of
priesthood
Congratulations
to Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI
who was ordained
65 years ago, on
June 29, 1951, in
the Cathedral
of St. Mary and
St. Corbinian in
Freising, Germany.
Years later, during
a visit to the cathedral, the Pontiff
recalled the day
of his ordination:
“Here I lay prostrate, enveloped by
the litany of all the
saints, by the intercession of all the
saints. I realized
that on this path
we are not alone,
that the great
multitude of saints
walk with us, and
the living saints,
the faithful of
today and tomorrow, sustain us and
walk with us.
“Then came the
laying on of hands,
and finally Cardinal Faulhaber
proclaimed to us:
Iam non dico vos
servos sed amicos
–‘I do not call
you servants, but
friends’.
“At that moment,
I experienced my
priestly ordination as an initiation into the community of Jesus’
friends, called to
be with him and
to proclaim his
message.”
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Perspectives

Confessions of an “elitist”

T

he term “elitist” has been bandied about so promiscuously
in this election cycle that it’s
become virtually content-free. Yet
“elitist” is also being weaponized as a
scare-word
to prevent
GEORGE legitimate
WEIGEL criticism
of ideas,
The Catholic Difference
attitudes,
George Weigel is a
and behavdistinguished senior
iors once
fellow of the Ethics and
thought
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
beyond the
pale, even in the rough-and-tumble
of politics (which, as Mr. Dooley
reminds us, “ain’t beanbag”). That
kind of bullying is bad news for an
already degraded political culture.
So let me offer these Confessions of
an Elitist in the hope that they might
encourage others to push back against
the “anti-elitist” thought police – and
in so doing, to help rescue American public life from terminal moral
trivialization.
I believe that intelligence is superior to emotion and reason better
than anger in making political arguments and choices: in political debate
as in curry, heat doesn’t necessarily
make things better.
I believe that the systematic

rhetorical degradation of political
opponents betrays a coarseness
of mind and spirit corrosive of the
norms of civility essential to democratic politics.
I believe that there are some things
worth losing for, and that losing in
defense of them doesn’t make anyone
a “loser.”
I believe that the reduction of
political argument to 140-character
tweets is ruinous to democracy.
I believe that incitements to political violence are despicable, no matter
what their source, alleged purpose, or
putative justification.
I believe that a sense of honor is
essential in a political leader and
includes commitments to telling the
truth (no matter how discomforting)
and to doing one’s duty (irrespective of political risk). I believe that a
knowledge of history and an openness
to learn from it are essential qualities
in any public official who proposes to
bend the curve of history in a more
humane and just direction. I believe
that politicians who ignore the
danger of unintended consequences
inevitably make matters worse rather
than better.
I believe that, in politics, prudence
is the greatest of the cardinal virtues,
closely followed by courage (which

prevents prudence from decomposing into expedience). I believe that a
legislator or president owes constituents his or her best judgment, and
that the legislator or president who
imagines himself or herself a mere
channel of constituent passions is
going to do a lot of damage to the
common good. I believe that politicians who refuse to acknowledge
their errors of judgment in the face of
massive empirical evidence that they
got it wrong display a narcissism that
is inherently dangerous.
I believe that former public officials who accept obscenely large honoraria for (usually vacuous) speeches
are reprehensible; that the people
who pay those fees are either starstruck fools impressed with celebrity
or inveiglers soliciting future access;
and that both the payer and the
payee in these tawdry transactions
contribute to the further debasement of our politics into a sub-set of
“entertainment.”
I believe that any morally serious notion of “national interest”
includes a concept of national purpose, informed by the classic ends of
politics: freedom, justice, security,
the common good, and the peace of
public order.
I believe that a mass media

facilitating a serious debate over
complex issues, rather than playing
“gotcha” games, would fulfill its ambition to be the fourth estate and be
applauded by serious citizens.
I believe that political parties exist
to achieve certain political purposes;
that no party has a claim to exist in
perpetuity; and that when parties
abandon the noble ideas and purposes to which they once subscribed,
party loyalty has no further claims to
make on a thoughtful citizen.
I believe that tribalism – be that
the ethnic tribe, the racial tribe, or
the gender tribe – is inimical to democratic pluralism.
I believe that kowtowing to political correctness and indulging in
identity politics are signs of low intelligence, cowardice, or both.
I believe that a “value-neutral”
democracy is a contradiction in terms
and that the attempt to create such a
chimera in the name of false ideas of
“fairness” and “tolerance” inevitably
results in coercive state power being
deployed to impose relativism on an
entire society.
I hope you believe these things,
too. If you do, welcome to the ranks of
elitists. Wear the label with pride, and
help rescue our political culture from
the vulgarians.

Four lessons on mercy from the woman at the well

I

had the enormous privilege last week of addressing
English-speaking priests from
around the world who had gathered in
Rome for a special Jubilee celebration
of the Year
BISHOP of Mercy. I
ROBERT met fathers
BARRON from the
States,
Guest Column
Canada,
Bishop Robert Barron is
Australia,
the founder of the global
Latvia,
ministry, Word on Fire,
Ghana,
and Auxiliary Bishop of
Los Angeles. He is the
Cameroon,
creator of the award
Ireland,
winning documentary
series “Catholicism.”
Nigeria and
many other
countries. During the communion at
the Mass which followed my talk, I
saw hundreds of priests in their albs
coming to the altar to receive the
Lord, and I thought of the passage
from the book of Revelation concerning the white-robed army gathered

around the throne of the Lamb.
As a basis for my presentation, I
used the wonderful story from the
fourth chapter of John’s Gospel concerning Jesus’ conversation with the
woman at the well. From this encounter, I derived four principles regarding
the divine mercy. First, I argued, God’s
mercy is relentless. Customarily, pious
Jews of the first century would have
assiduously avoided Samaria, a nation,
in their minds, of apostates and halfbreeds. Yet Jesus, journeying from
Judea in the south to Galilee in the
north, moves right through Samaria.
Moreover, he speaks to a woman in
public (something that men simply
didn’t do) and he consorts with someone known to be a sinner. In all of this,
Jesus embodies the love of God, which
crosses barriers, mocks taboos, and
overcomes all of the boundaries that
we set for it. Thomas Merton spoke
of the Promethean problem in religion, by which he meant the stubborn

Christ and the Samaritan woman at the well by Angelika Kauﬀmann.
photo FroM wiKicoMMonS

assumption that God is a distant rival,
jealous and protective of his prerogatives. In point of fact, the true God is
filled with hesed (tender mercy) and
delights in lifting up human beings:
“The glory of God is a human being
fully alive.”
And this conduces neatly to my

second point, namely, that the divine
mercy is divinizing. At times, we have
the impression that God’s mercy
serves a reparative or healing purpose alone, that it solely binds up the
wounds of our sin and suffering. That
God’s love heals is obviously true, but
this tells but part of the story. Jesus
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On being a ‘Father to the Fathers’

N

ine years ago I made an
appointment with Archbishop Charles Chaput to
talk to him about a parish concern.
Archbishop listened very patiently
to me, and
MSGR.
then he told
BERNIE me that he
SCHMITZ was going
to ask me to
Guest Column
become the
Monsignor Bernie
Vicar for
Schmitz serves as the
Clergy for
Vicar of Clergy for the
the archArchdiocese of Denver.
diocese. It
came as a total surprise to me and I
was unable to respond.
Over the last nine years I have
learned a lot about what it means
to serve as Vicar for Clergy. When
people ask me what I do, and I tell
them that I am the Vicar for Clergy,
the expression on their faces is usually one of bewilderment. Often times
I tell them that I’m like the Human
Resource person for the priests and
deacons, and that seems to satisfy
their curiosity.
Certainly, in a certain sense that
does explain the job of attending to
the health, education, placement and
general employment concerns for
priests and deacons. However, I have
discovered that the “job” is much

asks the woman at the well for a drink,
thereby inviting her to generosity.
When she balks, citing the customary
taboos, Jesus says, “If you knew who
was asking you for a drink, you would
have asked him, and he would give you
living water.” This, I told the priests in
Rome, is a pithy expression of the central principle of spiritual physics, what
St. John Paul II called “the law of the
gift.” As St. Augustine knew, we are
all wired for God, hungry for absolute
reality. But God, as St. John knew, is
love. Therefore, to be filled with God
is to be filled with love, which is to
say, self-emptying. The moment we
receive something of the divine grace,
we should make of it a gift and then we
will receive more of the divine grace.
In a word, our being will increase in
the measure that we give it away. This
is the “water welling up to eternal
life” that Jesus speaks of. God wants
not merely to bind up our wounds;
he wants to marry us, to make us

more than applying policy to particular situations, or advising priests
about their health insurance or what
they should do to prepare for retirement, all of which are important.
This ministry is really about trying
to be a “Father to the Fathers.” Even
as I write those words they seem
strange to me: how can one possibly
be a father to the priests of an entire
archdiocese? It also seems presumptuous on my part to think that I could

be formed, educated, mature, and
sufficiently wise to be a “Father to the
Fathers.”
It’s about accompanying them in
their journey. The challenge of being
a priest in today’s world is a great
one indeed. A priest in a parish faces
many challenges that touch on almost
all aspects of human life.
On a daily basis the priest can
find himself as the “first responder”
to a family in grief over the loss of a
loved one. He can find himself placed
in the role of ethicist as he tries to
advise a family that is trying to decide
about life support for a dying family
member. He can be a catechist as he
teaches a group of young people about
maintaining a life of purity. He is often
the “confessor” as he listens to the
broken-hearted and those who carry
heavy burdens from their past. And he
is the administrator, managing parish
budgets and fixing leaky roofs.
Not too long ago I had the joy of
celebrating a confirmation in a local
parish. It was beautiful celebration,
but as I was leaving I noticed the
pastor with a mop and bucket in hand
as he was going to clean up a mess.
He just looked at me smiled and said,
“Such is the life of a pastor!”
How does one be a father to these
fathers? They too carry within their

hearts hurts and disappointments,
and they carry within their hearts
great joy for things accomplished, or
times when they witnessed the joy
of conversion happen in the life of a
parishioner. To be a father to them
is to support them and to walk with
them. It’s not to have all the answers,
but rather to help point them in the
direction that will help them in their
journey.
The call to be a father is exactly
that, a call. One does not take this on
his own initiative, for if done in that
spirit it will lead to pride and a hunger
for position rather than seeking to
be an instrument in the hand of the
Lord.
Being a “Father to the Fathers” is
not just a job, but a ministry, and the
path the Lord has provided for his
own reasons to help further his plan.
That same truth is true in the life
of each priest whether he is pastor,
parochial vicar, working at the seminary or in the chancery or engaged
in advanced studies or ministering in
the military.
Our mission is not about us, but
about the Eternal Father whose love
we seek to reveal. Please keep priests
in your prayers that every day our
hearts may be renewed by the Heart
of Christ.

“partakers of the divine nature.”
The third principle I identified is
that the divine mercy is demanding.
I told the fathers gathered in Rome
that we tend to understand the proclamation of the divine mercy according to a zero-sum logic, whereby the
more we say about mercy, the less
we should say about moral demand,
and vice versa. But this is repugnant
to the peculiar both/and logic of the
Christian gospel. As Chesterton saw
so clearly, the Church loves “red and
white and has always had a healthy
hatred of pink!” It likes both colors
strongly expressed side by side, and
it has an abhorrence of compromises
and half-way measures. Thus, you
can’t overstate the power of the divine
mercy, and you can’t overstate the
demand that it makes upon us. Jesus
tells the woman that she comes daily
to the well and gets thirsty again, but
that he wants to give her the water that
will permanently quench her thirst. St.

Augustine accordingly saw the well as
expressive of concupiscent or errant
desire, the manner in which we seek to
satisfy the deepest hunger of the heart
with creaturely goods, with wealth and
power, pleasure and honor. But such a
strategy leads only to frustration and
addiction and hence must be challenged. Indeed, Jesus shows that the
woman exhibits this obsessive, addictive quality of desire in regard to her
relationships: when she says that she
has no husband, Jesus bluntly states,
“yes, you’ve had five, and the one you
have now is not your husband.” This is
not the voice of a wishy-washy relativist, an anything-goes peddler of pseudo-mercy and cheap grace. Rather, it
is the commanding voice of one who
knows that extreme mercy awakens
extreme demand.
Finally, the divine mercy, I told the
priests, is a summons to mission. As
soon as she realizes who Jesus is and
what he means, the woman puts down

the water jar and goes into town to
proclaim the Lord. The jar symbolizes
the rhythm of concupiscent desire,
her daily return to worldly goods in a
vain attempt to assuage her spiritual
hunger. How wonderful that, having
met the source of living water, she is
able to set aside her addictions and to
become, herself, a vehicle of healing
for others. The very best definition of
evangelization that I’ve heard is this:
one starving person telling another
starving person where to find bread.
We will be ineffective in our evangelizing work if we simply talk, however
correctly, about Jesus in the abstract.
Our words of proclamation will catch
fire precisely in the measure that we
have been liberated and transformed
by Christ.
Could I ask all who read these
words to pray for the priests who
gathered in Rome this past week? Beg
the Lord that we might all become
bearers of the divine mercy.

Monsignor Bernie Schmitz likens
his position as Vicar for Clergy to
being a “Father to the Fathers.”
photo by daniel petty/denver catholic
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237
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Schedule a tour today
303-964-3804.
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CHILivingCommunities.org
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Think again. Springwood’s locally and
privately owned campus will change the
way you think about retirement living.

No matter what your needs are
Springwood offers Independent Living,
Assisted Living and Memory Care.

(303) 424-6550

6550 Yank Way, Arvada CO. 80004
www.springwoodretirement.com

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient offices!
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70 Years • Family Owned
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AUTOMOTIVE
WATERWORKS CAR WASH
303-733-5349
276 Broadway
Denver, CO 80203
www.carwash-waterworks.com
Full Service Wash! $8.99 and up.
10-12 minutes for complete wash.
Complete auto detailing.
Gift certificates available.

CATHOLIC/NONPROFIT
THE CATHOLIC
FOUNDATION OF
NORTHERN COLORADO

Deacon Steve Stemper,
CEO and President
303-468-9885
3801 E. Florida Ave., Suite 909
Denver, CO 80210
www.thecatholicfoundation.com
The Catholic Foundation can assist
with your legacy to the Church in
planning your gifts, wills and estates,
and taking advantage of tax savings
in support of our parishes, schools,
seminaries and Catholic ministries.
As Catholic faithful, we believe
our earthly treasure is a gift from
God. Giving through The Catholic
Foundation always carries a spiritual
benefit.

SEEDS OF HOPE
CHARITABLE TRUST

303-715-3127
3801 E. Florida Ave., Ste. 909
Denver, CO 80210
www.seedsofhopedenver.org
Working with designated
Archdiocesan Catholic schools,
Seeds of Hope makes the
tremendous benefit of Catholic
education available to economically
disadvantaged children. This past
year, Seeds of Hope granted more
than $1.5 million and served 950
students.

CEMETERY/MORTUARY
ARCHDIOCESE OF
DENVER MORTUARY

303-425-9511
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
Email: www.Archdenmort.org
Established by the Archdiocese of
Denver, we offer complete funeral
and cremation services.
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(CEMETERY/MORTUARY CONT’D)

(EDUCATION CONT’D)

(HEALTHCARE CONT’D)

MT. OLIVET CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

ENDOW - EDUCATING
ON THE NATURE &
DIGNITY OF WOMEN

MOUNTAIN VIEW DENTAL

303-424-7785
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
Email: www.Archdenmort.org
Established by the Archdiocese of
Denver, we offer
complete burial, cremation and
entombment services.

ST. SIMEON CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

720-859-9785
22001 E. State Highway 30
Aurora, CO 80018
Email: www.Archdenmort.org

720-382-5242
www.EndowGroups.org
Endow is a Catholic educational
program that brings women together
to discover their God-given dignity
and to understand their role in
humanizing and transforming
society. Endow offers small study
groups as a primary means of
connecting women in faith and
friendship while exploring Catholic
teachings with trained facilitators.

FINANCE
GIFTS/ART
QUEEN OF ANGELS
CATHOLIC CHURCH GOODS

303-751-9176
2353 S. Havana Street, Ste. D-18
Aurora, CO 80014
www.queenofangelscatholicchurch
goods.com
Email: RHEPP62420@aol.com;
MHEPP61291@aol.com
Dadant religious candles, Cribari
wine (in full accordance with
Canon Law), Cavanagh altar bread,
crucifixes, prayer books, rosaries,
statuary, pictures, ecclesiastical
ware, altar clothes, medallions,
vestments, books and gift items.

EDUCATION
DENVER CATHOLIC
BIBLICAL SCHOOL AND
CATECHETICAL SCHOOL

303-715-3195
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
www.sjvdenver.edu/biblicalschool
For the past 35 years, we have
offered dynamic lay education
classes on all the books of the Bible
and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. For more information about
other programs and classes offered
including retreats, days of reflection,
pilgrimages and the classes starting
this fall, please visit our website or
call!

NORTHWEST UNITED
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Colorado’s Catholic Credit Union
303-424-5037
See our ad on Page B1.

HEALTHCARE
CENTENNIAL
PEDIATRICS, PC

303-680-KIDS (5437)
Roxann Headley, MD and Michelle
K. Stanford, MD
15464 E. Orchard Road
Centennial, CO 80016
www.centennialpeds.com
A primary care pediatric medical
practice in Centennial, CO,
partnering with families to raise
healthy and well-adjusted children.
We seek to serve children from birth
through college in a neighborhood
center offering convenient, personal,
and comprehensive care. We view
ourselves as partners with families,
our employees, our community and
our environment.

DIVINE MERCY SUPPORTIVE
CARE (CATHOLIC HOSPICE)
303-357-2540
Email: info@dmsci.org
www.dmsci.org
Continuing a tradition of care
established more than 2,000 years
ago, Divine Mercy Supportive
Care abides by the teachings of
the Catholic Church in caring for
individuals and their families as they
face life-limiting illnesses. Whether
the need is for medical services,
guidance on ethical decisions and
faith or simply finding an open door
where others were closed, Divine
Mercy is here to help.

303-455-8962
Steven Runnings, DDS
4590 Lowell Blvd.
Denver, CO 80211
www.mountainviewdentaldds.com
Services include implants, zoom
whitening, crowns, root canals,
extractions, dentures, bridges,
sedation dentistry in a caring,
pleasant environment.

OUR LADY OF HOPE
MEDICAL CLINIC

720-344-2680
Edwin T. Anselmi, MD
Britney Adams, PAC
NEW LOCATION as of September
2016:
7960 S. University, #203
Centennial, CO 80122
Moral family medical care, obstetrics,
NaProTECHNOLOGY and infertility.
We welcome new patients!

RACHEL’S VINEYARD OF
COLORADO: HEALING
THE PAIN OF ABORTION
Lori at 303-904-7414 or
Edith at 303-410-1710
See our full listing in Pro-Life
Resources category.

WASHINGTON PARK DENTAL
(303) 778-7707
Kitae Kim, DDS
271 Downing Street
Denver, CO 80209
http://www.washparkdental.com
Dr. Kim strives to establish a valued,
long-term relationship with his
patients, spending quality time
and creating an open, honest
communication essential to
identifying patients’ specific goals
and creating strategies to support
their needs. Our experienced
staff enjoys a strong collaborative
relationship with specialists in
prosthodontics, periodontics,
orthodontics, endodontics and oral
surgery.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
ACADEMY ROOFING, INC.

303-360-0708
1610 Jasper St,
Aurora, CO 80011
academyroofinginc.com
Email: estimates@
academyroofinginc.com
Expert installation, innovative
solutions. Serving Colorado since
1980. Locally owned and operated.
BBB A+ Rating

AMERICAN TREE

303-456-6898
www.AmericanTreeColorado.com
Email: mandi@americantree
colorado.com
Professional & licensed tree care.
Pruning, spraying, fertilization
& removal. Emerald Ash Borer
specialists! Family owned; over 20
years in business! Free estimates.
BBB Triple A+ rating.

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
720-629-0518
Problems? 24 hour service. 30 years
of experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off. Call Jim
now.

ELCAR FENCE

303-755-5211
See our ad on Page B1.

GENERAL GERBER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

303-423-0123
8333 Ralston Rd., Ste. 3
Arvada, CO 80002
www.generalgerber.com
Residential and commercial
construction, new and remodel.
Additions, basements, kitchens.
Honesty and quality for over four
decades. Mary Mother of God-Pray
for us; St. Joseph-Pray for us; St.
Jude-Pray for us.

GOOD ELECTRIC
SERVICE CO., INC.
303-455-5160
See our ad on Page B1.

(HOME IMPROVEMENT CONT’D)

(PRO-LIFE RESOURCES CONT’D)

(SENIORS CONT’D)

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS
OF DENVER, INC.

MARY’S MATERNITY OF
MOTHERHOOD HOME

GARDENS AT ST. ELIZABETH

303-421-6092
P.O. Box 1502
Wheat Ridge, CO 80034
Email: 1998mmom@gmail.com
Providing homes that are inns of
prayer, peace and charity. Our mission is loving availability to mothers
and their pre-born and born children.
This includes providing for their
needs for shelter, food, clothing, lifeskills training, counseling, educational
opportunities and spiritual direction
in a Catholic Christian environment,
regardless of age, race or religious affiliation, thus preparing to be responsible, God-loving members of society

Part of CHI Living Communities
303-964-3804
2835 W. 32nd Ave.
Denver, CO 80211
chilivingcommunities.org
The Gardens’ unique retirement community lifestyle encourages the bond
of faith through a variety of spiritual,
social and cultural opportunities.
Families and residents find peace of
mind knowing that a comprehensive
array of services is available on-site.
The Gardens at St. Elizabeth offers
the following living options: Independent and Assisted living Respite care
(for assisted living residents)
See our ad on Page B1.

OUR LADY OF HOPE
MEDICAL CLINIC

MOUNTAIN VISTA SENIOR
LIVING COMMUNITY

303-571-1171
Northern Colorado
970-482-7520
www.heatexchangerexperts.com
A/C start up, service, cleaning,
repairing, replacing air conditioners
and furnaces. We also have 50 years
of experience doing duct cleaning.
50 year-old family owned business
serving Denver and Northern
Colorado. St. Joseph Catholic
Church parishioners for 30 years.
Mention this ad for 10% discount.

MAJOR HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

Denver (303) 424-1622
Steamboat Springs (970) 870-0983
Corporate Headquarters:
6285 W. 48th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
www.GoMajorNow.com
Commercial and Residential: HVAC,
Refrigeration, Controls, Building
Automation Systems, Geothermal,
Design/Build, and Forensics
(Installation, Service, Preventative
Maintenance, Consulting).

MILLS ROOFING

303-232-0324
See our ad on Page B1.

PRO-LIFE RESOURCES
CENTENNIAL
PEDIATRICS, PC

303-680-KIDS (5437)
See our full listing in Healthcare
category.

COUPLE TO COUPLE
LEAGUE

303-960-9745
coloradohamills@gmail.com
www.ccli.org
The Couple to Couple League helps
couples learn a beautiful way to
live out the Church’s teaching on
sexuality that is safe, healthy, holy
and effective!
In addition to our extensive schedule
of in-person classes around the
Archdiocese, we now offer a new
Self-Paced Online Class. Please visit
our website for more information.

DIVINE MERCY SUPPORTIVE
CARE (CATHOLIC HOSPICE)
303-757-2540
See our full listing in Healthcare
category.

Edwin T. Anselmi, MD and
Britney Adams, PAC
See our full listing in Healthcare
category.

RACHEL’S VINEYARD OF
COLORADO: HEALING THE
PAIN OF ABORTION ONE
WEEKEND AT A TIME

Lori at 303-904-7414 or
Edith at 303-410-1710
www.rvrcolorado.org
Email: lorgreg@msn.com or
edieg2@aol.com
Retreat dates for 2016: July 15-17 and
Oct. 21-23
If you are struggling with painful
emotions because of an abortion,
come to this confidential retreat and
begin the process of healing. Don’t let
anything separate you from the love
of Christ, His Church, or His people.
In this Jubilee Year of Mercy Jesus is
calling and inviting you to experience
forgiveness and abundant mercy.

SENIORS
ELDERLINK HOME
CARE, INC.

303-734-0641
www.elderlinkhomecare.com
Email: info@elderlinkhomecare.com
Elderlink has been caring for seniors
in the metro area since 1988. Our
years of experience have allowed us
to perfect the art of home care. Our
caregivers provide assistance
with the activities of daily living,
allowing our clients to age in place
in the comfort of their own homes.
Elderlink is locally owned and
operated and has an A+ rating with
the BBB. Please call today to see
how Elderlink can make a difference
in your life or the life of a loved one.

303-421-4161
4800 Tabor St.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
www.mountainvista.net
Email: hwheat@abhomes.org
Mountain Vista Senior Living
Community is a full continuum
of care community offering
independent and assisted living as
well as skilled nursing, short term
rehabilitation and secured memory
care. We are a not for profit, missionbased campus that has been in the
same location since 1963.

SPRINGWOOD
RETIREMENT CAMPUS

303-424-6550
TTY: 800-659-4656
6550 Yank Way
Arvada, CO 80004
www.springwoodretirement.com
If you think Denver retirement
communities are all alike, think
again. Arvada’s Springwood
Retirement Campus offers
choice, continuity and quality in 5
distinctive lifestyles: Cottages, The
Fountains Apartments, Springwood
Independent Living Apartments,
Assisted Living, and Memory Care.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
See us on Facebook.
See our ad on Page B1.

VISITING ANGELS

303-232-9999
See our ad on Page B1.
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2016-2017 LOCATIONS

2016-2017 LOCATIONS

C E L E B R AT I N G 3 5 Y E A R S
C E L E B R AT I N G 3 5 Y E A R S

DENVER
NEW
Year 1CATHOLIC
Class Locations
Catholic BiblicalDENVER
School CATHOLIC

BIBLICAL
CATECHETICAL
BIBLICAL SCHOOL
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
DENVER CATHOLIC

DENVER CATHOLIC

CATECHETICAL

SCHOOL

DENVER METRO and NORTH –
MORNING CLASSES:
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
3791 Pike Rd, Longmont
ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION
ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION
Mondays
9:00-11:00am
ST.
JOHN
VIANNEY
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
LAY
DIVISION
ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
2375 E Arizona Ave, Denver
Classes begin
Tuesdays
8:30-10:30am
the week of
“Ignorance of Scripture
St. Jude Catholic Church
September 12, 2016
9405 W Florida Ave, Lakewood
is ignorance of Christ.”
Tuesdays
9:00-11:00am
– St. Jerome
“ Ignorance of
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church
Scripture is
11385 Grant Dr, Northglenn
ignorance
Thursdays
9:30-11:30am

of Christ.”

PILLARS YEAR 1
(A JOURNEY THROUGH
THE CATECHISM OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH)
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
3050 W 76th Ave, Westminster
Mondays
7:00-9:00pm
Our Lady of Loreto Catholic Church
18000 E Arapahoe Rd, Foxfield
Wednesdays
7:00-9:00pm
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church
6673 W Chatfield Ave, Littleton
Thursdays
10:00am-12:00pm
Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church
900 W Midway Blvd, Broomfield
Thursdays
7:00-9:00pm

APOLOGETICS FOR THE
NEW EVANGELIZATION –
PRACTICAL CATHOLICISM

St. Patrick Catholic Church
6455 Brook Park Dr, Colorado Springs
Mondays
9:30-11:00am

DENVER METRO and NORTH –
EVENING CLASSES:
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
1730 W 12th St, Loveland
Mondays
6:30-8:30pm
St. Mary Catholic Church
6853 S Prince St, Littleton
Mondays
7:00-9:00pm
St. John Paul II Center
1300 S Steele St, Denver
Tuesdays
7:00-9:00pm
St. Mark Catholic Church
3141 W 96th Ave, Westminster
Wednesdays
7:00-9:00pm

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
2746 5th St, Castle Rock
Wednesdays
7:00-8:30pm
Shrine of St. Anne Catholic Church
7555 Grant Pl, Arvada
Thursdays
9:30-11:00am

THE ART OF LIVING: MASTERING
THE VIRTUOUS LIFE
St. John Paul II Center for the
New Evangelization
1300 S Steele St, Denver
Tuesdays
9:30-11:30am
Tuesdays
7:00-9:00pm

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Prayer Day
is on Saturday,
September 10, 2016

Classes begin
the week of
September 12, 2016

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

+ All classes are subject to a minimum enrollment +

+ All classes are subject to a minimum enrollment +

You must attend an Information Session before class begins.
For further details and to view a list of summer Information Sessions, visit:

You must attend an Information Session before class begins.
For further details and to view a list of summer Information Sessions, visit:

sjvdenver.edu/biblicalschool

sjvdenver.edu/catecheticalschool

Catholic Charities Directory for Northern Colorado
Contact us at 303.742.0828 or
ccdenver.org
FAMILY &
CHILDREN’S SERVICES
MAIN OFFICE

4045 Pecos St., Denver, CO 80211
303-742-0828
Larry Smith, President and CEO
Wayne Wolberg, Chief Financial Officer
Tom Wanzeck, Director, Business Services

WOMEN’S
SERVICES

303-742-0828
Alison Keough, Vice President

Family Services
303-742-0828
Kinship, Homebase Counseling

WOMEN’S SERVICES
Jan McIntosh, Vice President

SHELTER SERVICES

Lighthouse Women’s Center
(crisis pregnancy resources)
303-320-8352
3894 Olive St., Denver, CO 80207
Shaina Palumbo, Program Manager

Samaritan House
303-294-0241
2301 Lawrence St., Denver, CO 80205
Mike Malloy, Director, Case Management
Stephanie Walters, Director, Operations

Respect Life Resources
303-742-0828
Lynn Grandon, Director

Senior and Adult Services
303-742-0828
Virginia Hentschel, Director
Early Childhood Education Services /
Head Start
303-742-0828

Gabriel House Project
303-742-0828
Mimi Eckstein, Director
Regina Caeli Clinical Services
720-377-1359
8 West Dry Creek Circle, Suite 206,
Littleton CO 80120
Dr. Linda Montagna, Director
Post Adoption Services
720-799-9281

FAMILY &
CHILDREN’S
SERVICES

HOUSING
& SHELTER
SERVICES

Emergency Services
303-742-0828
4045 Pecos St.
Denver, CO 80211
Diane Elio, Director

ARCHDIOCESAN HOUSING

303-830-0215
4045 Pecos St., Suite A, Denver, CO 80211
Catherine Vannerson, Director

Immigration Services
303-742-4971
4045 Pecos St.
Denver, CO 80211
Cheryl Martinez-Gloria, Director

Geoff Bennett, Vice President

Fr. Ed Judy House (Women’s Shelter)
720-799-9400
South Denver area
Amy Burt, Program Supervisor
The Mission
460 Linden Center Dr.
Fort Collins, CO 80524
970-484-5010
Guy Mendt, Director, Larimer County
Guadalupe Community Center
1442 N. 11th Ave., Greeley, CO 80631
970-353-6433
Enita Kearns-Hout, Director, Weld County

Little Flower Assistance Center
303-360-9686
11149 E. 14th Ave.
Aurora CO 80010
Donna Potter, Coordinator

Western Slope
970-384-2060
1004 Grand Ave.
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
Marian McDonough, Director

Join us in service – volunteer today at serve.ccdenver.org

