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Pope’s Invitation to Families

LIVE THE GOSPEL

Archbishop Aquila entertains a baby after the Go Forth Mass for the Fellowship of Catholic University Students. photo by andrew wright/denver catholic
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ast month, I issued a statement
saying that I would study Pope
Francis’ apostolic exhortation,
“Amoris Laetitia,” or “The Joy of Love.”

As I’ve made my way through it, I have
been struck by his intimate awareness of
the beauty of marriage in the Scriptures,
the desire people have to live out Christian marriage, the struggles of modern
family life, and finally, his deep desire
to renew marriage in the light of the
Gospel. Beyond any of the debates that

have been taking place about the exhortation, promoting this renewal seems
to be the essential message of the Pope.
Pope Francis covers a lot of ground
in the 250-plus pages of “Amoris Laetitia.” He encourages people to read it
carefully and patiently. He begins with
a reflection on the nature and gift of

Sealed & Sent » 6

marriage found in the Word of God and
then moves to an analysis of the present
situation of marriage. His examination
includes a consideration of the reasons
why many young people are turning
away from marriage, why
marriages are experiencing difficulty, and what is
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happening in marital law
around the world.
At the root of these
changes, in the assessment of the Synod
Fathers and the Pope, is an individualistic culture that promotes self-centeredness and a lack of generosity or
self-sacrifice for others. This results in
an experience that I hear of often. The
Synod Fathers described it as “loneliness, arising from the absence of God in
a person’s life and the fragility of relationships” (AL, 43).
Today’s self-centered, “me first” orientation breaks off relationships as soon
as they seem burdensome or no longer
useful. This worldview, in turn, encourages relativistic attitudes that wound
relationships, especially marriage and
family life – the most fundamental component of society. Relativism convinces
people that perhaps nothing is universally true. The Holy Father sees this
belief as giving momentum to several
destructive forces, including the “legal
deconstruction of the family,” the failure
to help the vulnerable, and the unequal
treatment of women (cf. AL 47, 53, 54).
Once he has offered this cultural
analysis, Pope Francis spends chapter
three presenting the Church’s teaching
on marriage, drawing on the teachings
of his predecessors. In chapter four, the
Holy Father gives families everywhere a
Bible study on 1 Cor 13, St. Paul’s famous
reflection on love. As many others have
said, this reflection is beautiful and
contains insights that can deepen the
faith life of every member of the family.
I encourage every married couple to
prayerfully read the fourth chapter
together.
Over the next three chapters, the
Pope delves further into the role of love

in the family. In chapter five he reflects
on the gift of children. In chapter six he
offers ways to improve preparation for
engaged couples, support marriages in
their early years, and how to accompany the divorced and single parents.
In chapter seven he addresses the need
to provide children with an education
rooted in our Catholic faith and to
form their hearts so they can live moral
and ethical lives in Christ. All parents
should read this chapter with great care.
Chapter eight has generated the
most discussion among theologians,
on blogs, and in the media. Scholars
and the faithful have been analyzing
this chapter on helping those who have
experienced divorce or other tragedies
in their marriages, and they have come
up with widely differing interpretations.
This outcome points to a weakness in
this chapter, namely, a lack of precision
in its language that people could use to
wrongly justify sinful behavior.
However, it would be a mistake to
read this chapter as a break with the
Church’s teaching, equating the Pope’s
compassionate spirit with a license to
ignore the truth. The way to interpret it
correctly is in continuity with previous
magisterial teaching, especially Vatican
II and Pope St. John Paul II’s “Familiaris Consortio.” Seen in this context,
Chapter eight offers an explanation of
one possible way to accompany people
on their journey from the slavery of sin
to the freedom of God’s children.
The Holy Father first speaks about
consciences, saying that they need to be
formed, not replaced (cf. AL, 37). In light
of this principle, pastors should present
the truth about marriage in a loving and
transformative way, beginning with an
introduction to the saving love of Christ,
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rather than laying out norms. This type
of encounter begins the right kind of
pastoral dialogue and creates an openness in people to the Gospel of marriage
in its fullness (cf. AL 293, 297).
Pope Francis also speaks about the
importance of moral truths not being
“merely an ideal to be achieved in the
future” (FC, 34; cf. AL 295, 300). He
clearly states that, “if someone flaunts
an objective sin… [s]uch a person needs
to listen once more to the Gospel message and its call to conversion” (AL,
297). The discernment that accompanies the weak “can never prescind from
the Gospel’s demands of truth and charity, as proposed by the Church” (AL,
300; emphasis added).
One example of where these principles are used is the case of divorced and
remarried couples. It is possible that a
person has objectively committed a sin
but is not guilty of it, given their lack
of awareness of Church teaching and
other mitigating factors. I have found
this myself in working with divorced
and remarried people and young people
who, through no fault of their own, do
not know Christ, the Gospel, or why the
Church teaches what she does. I have
known young people who have shared
with me their experience of one priest
telling them some behavior was perfectly fine, while another priest called
their actions sinful.
Pope Francis reminds bishops and
priests that it is important in these
situations for them to take a pastoral
approach, beginning with where the
person is coming from and leading them
to the truth in the way that Jesus did
with the Samaritan woman. Only in that
face to face conversation, with patience,
love, mercy and truth will the heart and

conscience be awakened to embrace
the truth in charity, to hear the voice
of God. Few priests or bishops would
argue against such a pastoral approach
to these difficult situations.
At the same time, a priest or bishop
can never condone sin, for as the Lord
tells us, “If you love me, you will keep
my commandments (Jn. 14:15).” Furthermore, the proper formation of conscience must always be guided by Sacred
Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and testing the voice heard
against the voice of God given in revelation and the teaching of the Church.
Scholars will surely debate the
meaning of aspects of this exhortation, and rightly so. But as that debate
occurs, I urge you to imitate St. Teresa
of Avila, who said: “Let nothing disturb
you, let nothing frighten you, all things
are passing away: God never changes.”
The world is in desperate need of
beautiful, uplifting witnesses of faithful
marriage. I see this being lived by young
couples today who have been formed by
a personal encounter with Jesus Christ,
a love for the Gospel and the teachings
of the Church, and an open heart to the
sacramental life of the Church, most
especially the Eucharist and Reconciliation, which sustain their married love.
The relentless search for new and different relationships is a sign of the real
hunger people have for the communion
of Trinitarian love for which they were
created. This can only be totally satisfied
by an authentic, total gift of self to Christ
and in sacramental marriage that is open
to the fruit of children. May the outpouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and a
renewed commitment by the Church to
bring Christ’s love and truth to families
bring about the fulfillment of this desire.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila helps
prepare food for
Vivianna Cordova
during a Mother’s
Day dinner at the
Archdiocese of
Denver. Mothers
and children helped
through Catholic
Charities’ Father
Ed Judy House
attended the dinner
May 8. photo by nissa
lapoint/the alliance
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Vatican Notes

Pope Francis absolves a teenager during a special teens-only event for
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. © l’osservatore romano

Pope: You’re made for happiness

P

ope Francis celebrated a special
teens-only Jubliee last month,
during which he reminded young
people that they are made for happiness.
His message reminded teens across the
world that they are never alone, and that
Jesus wants a relationship with them.
The Pope encouraged the teens of
the world to seek happiness in ways that
may seem uncomfortable, but that will
satisfy their need for communion.
“Your happiness has no price,” the
Pope said during Mass in St. Peter’s
Square. “It cannot be bought: it is not
an app that you can download on your
phones nor will the latest update bring
you freedom and grandeur in love.”
He said love requires a dedication
and self-gift that technology cannot.
“That is because love is a free gift
which calls for an open heart,” he said.
“It is a noble responsibility which is lifelong; it is a daily task for those who can
achieve great dreams!”
He reminded the teens that they
should not listen to anyone who tries
to tell them that their worth is in the
clothes they wear or their resemblence
to a movie character. He said the teens
have worth by virtue of who they are.
Every teen is loved, he said. He begged
the young people to recognize this.
“The biggest threat to growing up
well comes from thinking that no one
cares about us, from feeling that we are
all alone,” he said. “The Lord, on the
other hand, is always with you and he
is happy to be with you.”
He suggested the teens practice being
with Jesus by reflecting on his life. He
said Jesus will use this time to transform

their natural need to give and receive
affection into a beautiful experience.
“The Lord, if you let him teach you,
will show you how to make tenderness
and affection even more beautiful,” the
Pope said.
“Love is nurtured by trust, respect
and forgiveness,” he said.
He reminded the teens that we all
have a perfect example of love in Jesus,
who “gives us himself in the Mass. He
offers us forgiveness and peace in Confession. There we learn to receive his
love, to make it ours and to give it to
the world.”
Love must be the identity of every
Christian, he said. Sometimes this love
will be difficult, but then we all, young
people included, should look to Jesus
on the cross.
Pope Francis said to see Jesus on the
cross as a real human being, whose hand
could be grasped, not as a fictional character in a story. He wants to be asked
for help when one of us faces a tough
decision or makes a mistake.
“And when loving seems hard, when it
is difficult to say no to something wrong,
look up at Jesus on the cross, embrace the
cross and don’t ever let go of his hand. He
will point you ever higher, and pick you
up whenever you fall,” Pope Francis said.
He encouraged the teens to become
like Jesus by practicing acts of mercy.
He encouraged them to look at acts
of mercy as a sort of athletic training,
a training that will help them to love
better and become more fully Christian.
“Jesus is waiting patiently for you.
He awaits your response. He is waiting
for you to say ‘yes,’” the Pope said.

IN MEMORIAM

Father Raymond Thomas Gawronski (obituary on pg. 14)
Father Patrick James Kennedy (obituary on pg. 14)
Father Manuel Gabel (obituary on pg. 14)
Sister Marianna De Simone (obituary on denvercatholic.org)
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to you, in full compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community
through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here to help you
plan your Will, including the opportunity for special gifts that you
may not be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a gift from
God, and we can give it a way to serve the greater good.

Give alms. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34

Jean Finegan | 303.867.0613
Deacon Steve Stemper | 303.468.9885

www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@thecatholicfoundation.com
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In-Depth

Q&A: The Augustine Institute – 10 years
of winning the post-modern culture
BY MARTHA
FERNÁNDEZ-SARDINA

T

@iEvangelize | @yoEvangelizo

Formed.org
In April alone, Formed
user logins from
around the globe
included over…

he Augustine Institute (AI) was
founded in Denver ten years ago
to form Catholics for the new
evangelization. Denver Catholic interviewed Dr. Tim Gray, its president and
co-founder.

407,000
7,800
5,400
350

DENVER CATHOLIC: What

inspired the AI, and has the vision
come to fruition so far?
DR. TIM GRAY: We opened in August
2006, inspired by Pope Saint John Paul
II’s call for a new evangelization – “new
in ardor, new in expressions and new in
methods.” We wanted to help people
effectively engage, evangelize and win
the post-modern culture that believes
anyone can have their own private
story, but there should be no public
story; that if you get rid of “meta-narratives”—worldviews that you believe
are true for the world—you can get
rid of all conflict and everyone will be
happy and peaceful. Co-existence and
tolerance become the highest values.
This worldview has penetrated the culture. We must understand it in order
to present the Gospel. It is a unique
moment and challenge.
DC: Does Pope Francis’ evan-

gelization style respond to this
challenge?
TG: He is consciously speaking to the
world and seems to be saying that,
from his predecessors, we have all
the teachings we need; now address
the world. He is not changing Church
teaching; he is changing the audience—the world. And when you speak
to the world rather than to “the choir”
you need to change your vocabulary
and style. Speak to people who do not
know Jesus Christ and the faith; start
with relationships before rules. Not
that we are throwing out the rules—
that would be a misunderstanding of
Francis; he is simply showing us how
to put relationships first. Then people
will be in a place where they can
receive the rules.
AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE

www.augustineinstitute.com

in the United States

in the United Kingdom

in Malaysia

in Iran
Dr. Tim Gray, president of the Augustine Institute. photo by andrew wright/denver catholic
DC: What graduate programs do

you offer?
TG: A Master of Arts in Theology
with a Leadership Track. We have 42
students that graduated this May and
roughly 300 students in our distance
education programs, joining another
286 M.A. graduates and those who
have received graduate certificates.
Our graduates are in over forty of the
United States and in countries on
every continent, including in Australia, Singapore, Ireland, Nigeria,
Malaysia, Peru, and Canada.

field. Scott Powell started Camp
Wojtyla in the Colorado mountains
for junior and high school students to
encounter nature, beauty, and God.
Yvonne Noggle helped launch Christ
in the City in downtown Denver,
bringing the Gospel to the poor in
urban areas. Rose Mary Anderson
became the principal of Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic School, at risk of
being closed: she transformed it into a
classical education school, stabilized
enrollment, and it now has momentum in the right direction.

DC: In what ways are AI graduates

DC: What non-degree programs

serving the Church?
TG: They work in various apostolates.
Dave Uebbing graduated from our
first class and is now Chancellor for
the Archdiocese of Denver. Several
graduates are teachers at the Denver
Biblical School. Karlo Broussard
works for Catholic Answers in San
Diego. Graduates serve in schools
and parishes, youth ministry and
catechesis—and we love when a
teacher, for example, says “this has
transformed the way I teach and
my effectiveness has dramatically
increased.” We are also amazed by
the new ways graduates go into the

does AI offer people around the
world?
TG: The AI has two lungs, as it were:
intensive theological training for
the new evangelization, and tools
to equip Catholics to be effective
evangelists and catechists, such as
high-quality videos that teach the
faith in ways that are winsome and
beautiful, new and engaging. These
include Symbolon, a best-seller used
in over 6,000 parishes; Reborn, a
baptismal preparation series; and
Beloved, a great program for marriage
preparation and enrichment, crucial
topics at the 2014 and 2015 Synod of

Bishops on the family and in the
Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation
“Amoris Laetitia.” This high-quality,
innovative video series was praised
by the Pontifical Council for the Family’s Secretary General, Bishop Jean
Laffitte, and Beloved recently won two
prestigious Telly Awards in the category of Best Religious Videos.
We recently acquired Lighthouse
Catholic Media with kiosks in 7,500
parishes; last year alone it distributed
3.3 million products. The reach in
over 24 countries is breathtaking. We
launched Formed.org, an online video
streaming service that we think is
going to be a revolution in the distribution of Catholic content—a Catholic Netflix and Amazon Prime. In six
months we have over 120,000 subscribers, with an average of 5,000 to
7,000 logins a day. It includes Spanish
audios, videos and books. Some of our
best usage is in Muslim countries that
cannot receive Catholic books and
CDs. We are making Catholic content
easy to access in Abu Dhabi, Iran,
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, Korea, Hong
Kong, India, South Africa, Ghana,
Dominican Republic… and The Vatican. This is on the cutting edge of the
new evangelization.
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Accreditation
aﬃrms school’s
excellence
T
his spring, the
Augustine Institute passed a
major milestone when
the Commission on
Accrediting of the Association of Theological
Schools granted full
accreditation to the
Institute’s Graduate
School.
“This is a major milestone for us, especially
coming in our tenth
year of work,” said Tim
Gray, president of the
Augustine Institute. “I’m
deeply grateful to our
trustees, faculty, staff,
students and all who
have given so sacrificially
over the past decade.”
Gray also commended the Association
of Theological Schools
for “guiding us through
the process of accreditation and helping us
to improve the quality
of our graduate education and professional
standards.”
A graduate school
for laity, the Augustine
Institute currently
has 300 students on
campus and through

its distance education
program, with over
200 graduates. Christopher Blum, academic
dean, applauded the
accreditation, stating
that it now “affirms the
academic integrity and
excellent student services the school has provided over the years.”
Gray added, “As I
look ahead to the next
10 years, I am thrilled by
the prospect of leading
the Augustine Institute’s graduate school of
theology to more distinguished achievements.”
He added that the
next step will be to
“build out a generous
scholarship program
that will support our students, on our campuses
in Denver and Orange
County, and through
distance education.”
“With the help of our
generous benefactors,”
Gray said, “our students
will be able to put their
theological and practical training to immediate use for the sake of
souls and for the greater
glory of God.”

The Augustine Institute awarded 42 Master of Arts degrees May 7 at a Mass and commencement held at St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial. Father John Riley, chaplain
of the Augustine Institute, celebrated the Mass, and Dr. Jonathan Reyes, Executive
Director of the Department of Justice, Peace and Development for the U.S. bishops’
conference, gave the commencement address. In its tenth year, the Augustine Institute has awarded some 300 degrees. photo provided

“

This is
a major
milestone
for us,
especially
coming
in our
tenth
year of
work.”
TIM GRAY

The Denver Catholic Biblical school graduated 272 students May 7 during a Mass
and ceremony at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, celebrated
by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila. At the same event, the Denver Catholic Catechetical School graduated 39 students. It was the ﬁrst time both schools combined into
a single graduation Mass. The students studied all 73 books of the Bible in their
classes, which spanned four years. photo by Johanna snow/denver catholic

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Sealed
& Sent
Over 500 youth conﬁrmed
at inaugural event

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila speaks to the conﬁrmandi at Sealed & Sent. photos by andrew wright/denver catholic

The sun is shining, the
temps are rising and
to celebrate we’ve raised
some of our rates, too!

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS
DUCT CLEANING SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

1.45% APY 1.70% APY
2.00% APY

*

*

36-Month Certificate of Deposit

48-Month Certificate of Deposit
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60-Month Certificate of Deposit

The dirtiest room in your house is your duct system.
Clear the air and breathe easier with our special offer:

15% discount on duct cleaning for

Denver CatholiC readers including an A/C

Bring in or mention this ad to receive these great rates!

tune-up OR 11-point furnace check at no extra charge!

A simple way to save.

In business since 1957, we are a local family owned and
operated company and members of St. Joseph Catholic
Church for over 40 years.

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations today!
Disclosure
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY). All rates are subject to change, without notice, at any time prior to the issuance
of the certificate. After the point of issuance, dividend rates and APY are fixed. All deposits are insured up to
$250,000 by the NCUA. Early withdrawal penalties apply and may decrease your principal balance. The minimum
opening balance to earn the advertised APY is $500. Credit Union membership is
required. Upon maturity certificates of deposit maybe renewed automatically for the
same term and current rate. Interest accrued daily and paid monthly.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Call us today 303-571-1171, Northern CO: 970-482-7520
Visit our website for testimonials, important information
and the latest news: www.heatexchangerexperts.com

Licensed – Insured - Proud members of the BBB
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Second annual Ecumenical Prayer
Breakfast to raise awareness
for plight of Mideast Christians
BY AARON LAMBERT

Bishop
Stephen
J. Berg
of the
Diocese
of Pueblo
assisted
Archbishop
Aquila
with the
conﬁrmations
at Sealed
and Sent.

The Josh
Blakesley Band
performs
after the
Mass.

Out with the
cold in with the

F

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

ather Andre Mahanna is a man
on a mission — a mission of hope
and mercy.
In May of last year, Father Mahanna
hosted the first annual Ecumenical
Prayer Breakfast, gathering clergy and
laity for a morning of prayer and solidarity to raise awareness for the persecution of Christians in the Middle East.
On May 20, the second annual Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast will be held
at St. Bernadette Catholic Church in
Lakewood.
Though the primary function of
the breakfast is to raise awareness of
the dire situation in the Middle East,
any funds raised will go directly to St.
Rafka’s Mission of Hope and Mercy,
an organization founded by Father
Mahanna that provides aid to those
facing persecution in the Middle East,
as well as those displaced by violence
and forced to flee as refugees.
“Our care is first for the Christians and then others who are persecuted,” Father Mahanna stated in a
press release. “Not because they are a
minority, but because they are on the
frontline of a modern day genocide.
They are suffering barbaric situations
now, so they are, in fact, the true harbingers of what Americans should be
aware of.”

Move-In Special
Call today at 303-964-3804
to learn more about how
you can save $500.
Restrictions apply.

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila will
preside over the breakfast, which will
once again boast attendance from a
variety of local clergy. Those invited
include the local Greek Orthodox
leaders, Protestant, Episcopalian and
Evangelical pastors, and Muslim guests.
Ecumenical relations are a priority of
Father Mahanna, and he sought to
gather an interfaith community to
come together for the common goal of
peace in the Middle East.
The prayer breakfast is open to the
public. Over 350 were in attendance at
last year’s prayer breakfast, and Father
Mahanna hopes to draw even more this
year.
Two Syrian refugees will share their
testimonies during the prayer breakfast, and Father Mahanna also intends
to announce a fundraising campaign to
benefit the Mission of Hope and Mercy
in an effort to provide even more assistance to refugees and persecuted Christians in the Middle East.
“We have to help them, otherwise we
will be at the mercy of terrorism, which
has no mercy,” Father Mahanna said.

i

PRAYER BREAKFAST

RSVP by May 15 at info@
savechristianmiddleeast.org
To learn more about St. Rafka’s
Mission of Hope and Mercy, visit
http://savechristianmiddleeast.org

Our faith-based, welcoming
environment includes:
• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• On-Site Physician Clinic
• Daily Mass
• Secure Memory Care Unit
• Adult Day Programs

2835 W. 32nd Avenue Denver, Colorado 80211
303-964-3804 CHILivingCommunities.org
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Empowered to read

Learning Ally to help dyslexic
students across the archdiocese
BY AARON LAMBERT

F

or a child with dyslexia, reading
can be a nightmare.
Statistics show that one in five
students have a language-based learning
disability, the most common of which is
dyslexia. The Office of Catholic Schools
for the Archdiocese of Denver has long
sought solutions to help students who
struggle with learning disabilities, and
in the case of dyslexia, they’ve found one
in Learning Ally. Thanks to a generous
donation from the Zarlengo Foundation,
Learning Ally will be implemented in
all 36 archdiocesan schools by next fall.
Learning Ally is an assistive reading
program specifically for children who
either suffer from dyslexia or are blind
or visually impaired. It features a library
of 80,000 human-narrated audiobooks
that students can access on a computer
or a smartphone app. The program was
launched in six pilot schools within the
archdiocese last summer, and the schools
that used it have seen great success.

“The archdiocese was in great need
of something for their kids with learning disabilities,” said Katie Zarlengo,
executive director of the Zarlengo
Foundation. “Learning Ally was the best
way to bring a good, solid program to a
great number of kids.”
On April 8, a Learning Ally rally was
held at one of the pilot schools, Guardian Angels in Denver, that celebrated the
widespread implementation of the program. Students and faculty from Guardian Angels and Bishop Machebuef High
School were in attendance. It featured
testimonials of three young women from
around the country who won the Learning Ally National Achievement Award.
While Learning Ally may be new
to some students in the archdiocese,
others have been reaping its benefits
for several years. Paige Wood, a sophomore at Bishop Machebeuf, has been
using Learning Ally since 7th grade. The
program has helped to relieve her of the
stress of being required to read more
in high school, she said, and she likes

The Office of Catholic Schools will implement Learning Ally in all 36
archdiocesan schools by next Fall. photo by andrew wright/denver catholic

Learning Ally because, unlike the aim
of other similar programs, it doesn’t try
to fix dyslexia.
Wood is on the basketball team at
Bishop Machebeuf, and she said that
Learning Ally helps her to focus more
as an athlete too. Some of her friends on
the basketball team also struggle with
dyslexia, and it’s been encouraging for
her to know that she’s not alone.
“It’s kind of cool to be able to relate
with them,” Wood said. “I’ll call them
some nights [for help] and we’ll figure
it out together. It’s always cool having
a community around you.”
Even those who are new to Learning
Ally are seeing success. A group of seventh graders at Guardian Angels are in
their first year using Learning Ally, and
with it they’ve been able to read books

faster and better understand what
they’re reading.
“It helps me to understand the book
to where it feels like I’m actually in the
book,” one student said.
“It’s helped me finish books easier
and faster while all my friends finish
a book in a week [that normally] takes
me a month,” another shared.
Zarlengo has a close connection with
Catholic schools, as she went to St. Vincent de Paul herself when she was growing up. She is working closely with the
Office of Catholic Schools to bring more
programs like Learning Ally to them
in an effort to help a greater number
of kids who have learning disabilities.
“It is such a great joy that we’re able to
get something in Catholic schools to help
with learning disabilities,” Zarlengo said.

Denver Catholic school students performing
above grade level, test results show
BY AARON LAMBERT

N

ew results from a standardized
assessment taken by Denver
Catholic school students show
that students are performing above
grade level across the board.
The Iowa assessment is a standardized
test used by both Catholic schools and
public schools across the nation. It is a
norm referenced test, meaning it measures
what students already know and not necessarily what they have learned in school.
Students in grades two through eight
take the Iowa assessments mid-year, and
results are compared with other students
across the country who took the same test.
Results from midway through the 2016
school year show that Denver Catholic
school students are performing above

grade level, specifically when it comes
to core composite knowledge, which
includes reading, writing, vocabulary and
mathematics.
The typical student is expected to grow
one full grade level with each passing
school year; according to the results from
the Iowa assessment, Denver Catholic
school students in grades two through
eight are showing growth by more than
one year.
The most notable examples are seventh
and eighth graders in Denver Catholic
schools, who are performing two grade
levels ahead.
Research is beginning to show that student progress on the Iowa assessments of
more than a year may be attributed to the
effectiveness of the teacher and quality of
the school experience.

IOWA ASSESSMENT RESULTS
Grade-level equivalents are used to report scores for the Iowa assessment. Students in the Archdiocese of Denver take the assessments midyear and are compared to the mid-year norms. The grade equivalent is
reported using the grade number of the student followed by the number
of months the student has been in that grade. Below are the scores
of core composite knowledge of Denver Catholic school students in
grades two through eight as compared to the grade-equivalent norm.

GRADE

GRADE-LEVEL
EQUIVALENT
NORM FOR
MID-YEAR

DENVER CATHOLIC
STUDENTS’
AVERAGE GRADEEQUIVALENT SCORE

2

2.5

3.1

3

3.5

4.0

4

4.5

5.3
6.3

5

5.5

6

6.5

7.3

7

7.5

9.2

8

8.5

10.8

IOWA ASSESSMENT

To learn more about
the Iowa assessments, visit http://
archden.org/schools/
office-catholic-schools/
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Mary’s heart focus of theological conference
BY ROXANNE KING

A

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

s the Church readies to celebrate the 100th anniversary of
the apparitions of Mary to three
children in Fatima, Portugal, in 1917, the
Mariological Society of America (MSA),
which studies the role of Mary in theology, will host its 67th annual conference
May 17-20 at the Franciscan Retreat
Center in Colorado Springs. Father
James Phalan, of MSA’s administrative council, recently spoke to Denver
Catholic about the Fatima centenary
and the upcoming conference, which
is open to the public.
DENVER CATHOLIC: What is the

message of Fatima?

FATHER JAMES PHALAN: There
are many aspects of the Fatima message on repentance, the prayer of the
rosary and reparation. All of them are
tied to her promise that the world will

pass through difficult times but her
Immaculate Heart will triumph. That
is good news.
DC: What can people do to prepare

for the Fatima centenary?
JP: We can pray and proclaim the good
news (of Jesus Christ). The triumph
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is
very similar to what Pope St. John
Paul II started calling “the springtime
of the Holy Spirit.” Popes Benedict
XVI and Francis have continued in the
same line, calling for a reawakening
of the faith—a new evangelization to
reawaken faith in people’s hearts and
bring about a deep spiritual renewal.
That’s what Our Lady of Fatima’s
message is for us today—it’s a message
of hope; it’s a message of good news.
It calls us to be people of hope that
CONFERENCE

Devotion to the Heart of Mary:
Theological Foundations
www.MariologicalSociety.com

proclaim the joy of the Gospel, as Pope
Francis has urged us to do.
DC: What should people know

about the upcoming conference?
JP: The Mariological Society is turning
its attention specifically to the Immaculate Heart of Mary for this conference in light of the fact that this May
13 the Church will be celebrating the
beginning of the centenary year of the
apparitions at Fatima, Portugal. Those
apparitions were pivotal for devotion
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
DC: Explain the conference theme,

“Devotion to the Heart of Mary:
Theological Foundations.”
JP: The Church needs solid theological foundation to orient our devotion
so we may understand what we are
talking about regarding the Immaculate Heart of Mary. If you want to find
someone totally united to Christ, who
has the heart of Christ, it’s Mary. This
conference will look at the theological

roots, growth and development—the
theological significance—of the heart
of Mary in Christian life.
DC: What can people expect at the

conference?

JP: There will be theology, but not

intimidating theology. There will be
theological papers presented, most by
professors of theology from different
organizations or seminaries. Presentations include “Marian Apparitions
and the Heart of Mary” by author
Michael O’Neill, director of Miracle
Hunter website, and “The Heart of
Mary in Light of a Biblical Anthropology of the Heart: Mother and Mystic”
by Assumption College professor
Virginia Kimball, S.T.D., president of
the Ecumenical Society of the Blessed
Virgin Mary USA. The experience of
coming together for several days to
listen to different presentations is like
holding something up to the light: It
leads to beautiful insight and deeper
understanding and knowledge.

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays

S P R I N G into

British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece / Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

an AUTO LOAN

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

with a rate of

2.49% APR

*

~ LIMITED TIME OFFER FOR DC READERS ~
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations
today!

As an additional “Thank You”
for bringing your auto loan to the
Credit Union, receive $400
deposited into your savings account
when you purchase a vehicle
through Enterprise Car Sales.
1

The World is in
Desperate Need of Help
The current condition of our world and nation was foretold by Our Lady
of Fatima. YOU have been called to be part of the solution.
Find out how to answer Our Lady’s call. Join Deacon Bob Ellis, National
Coordinator, World Apostolate of Fatima USA (www.bluearmy.com) &
Fr. Michael Freihofer, Chaplain, Archdiocese of Denver Fatima Prayer Groups

Saturday, June 4, 2016
9:30am - 12:30 pm (following 8:30am Mass)

St Joan of Arc Catholic Church
12735 West 58th Avenue. Arvada CO 80002
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680 and above to receive the 2.49% interest rate.
Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; Loan to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value. Offer not valid for existing Credit Union
loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect loans.
1
Northwest United Federal Credit Union will deposit $400 to your NUFCU savings account within 30 days of financing the vehicle. Offer
void when 7-Day Repurchase Agreement is activated. No cash advances. Offer not valid on previous Enterprise purchases. Cannot be
combined with other offers. Offer only good on Enterprise Car Sales Vehicles May 1 – 30, 2016.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

FREE registration at eventbrite.com, search:
Denver Fatima Conference or
email: denver.fatima@hotmail.com
St. John Paul II: “Fatima is more important
today than in 1917!”
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7 Reasons You Need
an Estate Plan
1.

PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential delays
up to twelve months or more.

2.

NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg from nursing
home costs which average $8,000 per month in Colorado!

3.

DIVORCE: Up to 50% of your assets could walk out the door with
your ex in-law.

4.

REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a stranger
instead of your children if your spouse gets remarried after your
death.

5.
6.

ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize federal estate taxes.
INHERITANCE: Prevent underage children or irresponsible

7.

INCAPACITY: Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive

adults from spending their inheritance all at once.
guardianship proceeding if you become incapacitated.

Learn more about the benefits of having a Living Trust.

Call 303.736.6060 or go online to
www. ColoradoEstatePlan.com

Free Workshop on Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning
Presented by Hammond Law Group
Register Today! Call 303.736.6060

Tuesday, June 7th

Saturday, June 11th

2:00 PM or 6:30 PM
Hampton Inn and Suites
Highlands Ranch
3095 W. County Line Road
Littleton, CO 80129

10:00 AM
Hilton Garden Inn Denver/
Highlands Ranch
1050 Plaza Drive
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Catherine Hammond, Attorney

“Our clients’ satisfaction
is 100% guaranteed!”

7807 E. Peakview Ave. • Suite 130 • Centennial • CO • 80111

www.ColoradoEstatePlan.com • 303.736.6060

“Build our future”:
African artisans and American
buyers work together
MELISSA KEATING

T

he fabrics featured on Totonga
Bomoi are the kind of riotous,
fun collection of color and geometric prints that you rarely, if ever,
find in an American mall. There’s a
“Mobali neck tie” as bright yellow as
a lemon rind, covered in checks with
additional pattern inside. One of the
totes for sale is made out of tan and gray
hexagons, with a bright green design
printed over them. Upon closer inspection, there are even 3-D squares with
different colored patterns.
The people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) buy these fabrics
at their local market, and know the local
and cultural significance of each cloth.
They also know how to sew these fabrics
into beautiful bags, ties and more. They
just need someone to buy them.
Enter Katie Hile.
Denver Catholic Katie Hile is connecting these Congolese artisans with
buyers here in the States.
“We believe that by honoring traditional roles of society, we can create
sustainable communities capable of
overcoming challenges where governments and NGOs have failed,” she said.
The DRC is located in Central Africa, a
continent with a rapidly growing number
of Catholics. According to a study published by Georgetown University, the
number of Catholics in Africa increased
by 238 percent from 1980 to 2012.
Hile was able to spend a year in
Africa, ending in 2011, through a program run by the Canossian sisters. The
sisters are perhaps most famous for St.
Josephine Bakhita, a former slave who
joined their order in 1896.

Hile worked on a variety of community projects in Congo. She also lived a
life of prayer and fellowship with the
other volunteers and the sisters.
“Our days were shaped by service and
prayer together,” Hile said. “That made
the experience for me, the community
aspect of what the sisters offered.”
During this time, a Congolese friend
asked Hile for a $1,000 loan to build a
house. Hile requested that her friend
make 25 handbags in exchange for the
money. The success of the exchange
stayed with Hile even as she returned
to the States.
“On my flight home, I imagined all
the opportunities ahead, if we were to
create a business,” Hile said. “In 2014,
I returned to my friends in Congo and
shared the many economic and social
benefits that a cooperative would bring.
In their resounding joy (and my own), I
knew I had found my purpose.”
Hile combined her studies in Diplomacy and International Relations
with the skills of women in the Congo
to create a cooperative. She named it
“Totonga Bomoi”, which means “build
our future” in the Congolese language
Lingala.
The artisans buy their cloth at their
local markets. They then create bags,
ties and more out of the fabric. Each
product is handmade, and each product
is unique. They also each come with
a photo and the story of one of the
artisans.

i

TOTONGA BOMOI

Shop and learn about Totonga
Bomoi: www.AfricanArtisans.org
Connect with Totonga Bomoi:
bomoibags@gmail.com
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Totonga Bomoi’s artisans with some of their
products and Hile, left. photos provided.

Hile helps with logistics, such as
maintaining a working space for the
women and making sure there are
enough sewing machines and solar
panels. However, she said the artisans
are learning how to run businesses on
their own and keep detailed budgets.
“I just ran the numbers, and in a
two year period their income has more
than doubled,” Hile said. “It’s definitely
having an impact not just in the money
they’re making, but that they’re working together and learning from each
other and learning how to budget. It’s
teaching them life skills that they are
using not only to benefit themselves,
but that they’ll teach to their children
and community.”
Hile runs Totonga Bomoi from
Denver, where she says she has found
ample support for the project. In addition to receiving encouragement from
neighboring non-profits, she has been
invited to sell Totonga Bomoi products
at parish fish fries and young adult
gatherings. The success is allowing her
to begin fundraising for a new cooperative that would employ men.
“Too often we’re presented with
an image of Africa where men are
lazy or driven only by conflict,
but this is false. The continent is
full of men who desire to work, to
learn, and to serve their families.
We want them to know that our
social enterprise exists to
serve them, too,” Hile said.
She said this also fits
with Totonga Bomoi’s
mission of strengthening communities by
strengthening families.
She said at no point has
she considered making
the program an opportunity for hand outs.
She knows the artisans
are capable of work and
want to learn to provide
for themselves. She just
helps with logistics and
connecting them with
consumers.

“When I was in grad school, I studied
arguments about development work
versus aid. Providing handouts isn’t
going to lead to long-term success,”
she said. “[Honest work] brings love
and pride to the person.”
Hile said recent pontiffs have
inspired her in this.
“I’m so inspired by Pope Francis
and Pope Benedict, just because of the
amount of time they spent discussing
family and human dignity. It really
drives me in that sense, where I’m part of
something bigger than myself,”she said.
She specifically pointed to paragraph 192 of Pope Francis’ Joy of the
Gospel, in which the pope discusses
the dignity of work.
“[I]t is through free, creative, participatory and mutually supportive
labor that human beings express and
enhance the dignity of their lives. A just
wage enables them to have adequate
access to all the other goods which are
destined for our common use,” Pope
Francis wrote.
Hile said that based on her research,
she is confident that millenials and others will be willing
to buy products that they
know benefits a community.
“Our customers and
donors are interested in
improving the livelihoods
of our artisans and
connecting,” she
said.
Artisan
Celine
Edrako
said that
Totonga
Bomoi
has taught
her many
new skills.
However, her
favorite part of
the experience is
the community.
photo provided

✓ Avoid the nasty & dangerous gutter cleaning chore
✓ Keeps leaves, needles & debris out year round
✓ Installs over new or existing gutters
✓ Backed by a triple lifetime ‘no clog’ warranty
SOLUTION
Don’t
Become A
Fractured
Fred!

2015

SINCE 2001

PRICES
While
Materials
Last!

COLORADO OWNED
AND OPERATED FOR

GU

TTER HELMET

50

Up To

%

OFF*

Labor & Materials!

(Offer expires 5/27/16)

MENTION DENVER CATHOLIC FOR BEST PRICES!
YEARS for Gutter Protection.*
America’s #1 Choice

With 35 years experience and over 1 Million satisﬁed customers nationally,
Gutter Helmet ® remains the #1 gutter protection system.

*Owner operator and proud REGIS UNIVERSITY GRADUATE Karl
Scheib says “We hope we can help protect your home and family too!”

OF GREATER DENVER AND NORTHERN COLORADO

Over 2 MILLION FEET INSTALLED IN COLORADO!
Made In America • FREE In-Home Estimate!
*Available at time of estimate only!

*Maximum available discount 50% Off 3/1/16 rate card. Call for details. (Offer expires 5/27/16) *Based on a 2014 study.

METRO 303-816-3555
NORTHERN 970-300-5103
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Saintly moms who get it
ST. LUDMILA

MELISSA KEATING

“O

h well, that’s the day so far,
and it’s still only noon. If
this continues I will be
dead by this evening! You see, at the
moment, life seems so heavy for me
to bear, and I don’t have the courage
because everything looks black to me.”
That’s a quote from a mom in the
trenches. She was fed up with the grind
of trying to keep her kids healthy, her
business running and her faith alive.
But if it makes you feel any better,
that mother is St. Zélie Martin. She
gives hope to overburdened moms
everywhere.
Moms, we at the Denver Catholic
want to say that we love and appreciate
you. Even more importantly, the saints
and angels love you more than you can
possibly imagine. They are rooting for
you every day. Here’s some that I think
you might want to befriend:

Died: 921, Czech Republic
Feast day: Sept. 18

Ludmila and Drahomira with young
Wenceslaus, 19th century painting.
image from wikicommons

Saint Ludmila was a convert to
Christianity. She used to offer sacrifices to a pagan weather goddess, Baba,
but stopped when she saw a Christian
hermit destroy Baba’s statue. When he
wasn’t struck by lightning, Ludmila realized he must be the real deal and became

Helping You Honor Life

his disciple. One day a Bohemian duke
was hunting in the forest where she was
being discipled and fell in love with her
at first sight, just like Prince Philip and
Sleeping Beauty (but with less witchcraft and humanoid crows). She made
him convert to Christianity before St.
Methodius married them, and they
both lived lives of constant conversion
(sometimes forcing their peasants to
do the same, but let’s not dwell on that).
They had six children together, and
took care to raise them with Christian
values. Their son Ratislav, however, married a woman named Drahomira. You
can probably tell from her name that
Drahomira is the villain in this story.
Ratislav and the duke died, and Drahomira’s son, St. Ludmila’s grandson,
became the heir to the throne. His name
was Wenceslaus. His grandmother, St.
Ludmila, raised him as a Christian. He
eventually became St. Wenceslaus, and
is the subject of the song “Good King
Wenceslaus”. All of this happened,

however, despite his mother.
Drahomira reverted to worshiping
Baba and the other idols before her
Christian husband was cold in his grave.
She loathed her mother-in-law in a way
that is normally reserved for sitcoms.
She was particularly angry that Ludmila continued to spread Christianity
throughout the land. Drahomira convinced many of the Bohemian nobility
to support her. She eventually realized that St. Ludmila was as virtuous a
grandmother as she was a mother, and
that Wenceslaus would never let her
spread paganism. So, Drahomira hired
two nobles to strangle St. Ludmila with
her own veil. Later, she convinced her
other son to murder Wenceslaus.
So, while the ending is grim, I think
it’s important to remember that virtually no one remembers the names “Drahomira” or “Baba” anymore. We do,
however, remember the good king who
was raised by his holy grandmother, as
well as the God they served.

Denver
Catholic’s
Graduation
Issue is
May 28, 2016

Space deadline is May 17th
Ad materials deadline is May 20th
1/8 Page: $347

(4.6667” wide x 2.8333” tall)

1/4 Page: $693

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com

(4.6667” wide x 5.8333” tall)

1/3 Page: $1,040

(4.6667” wide x 8.8333” tall)

1/2 Page (h): $1,386
(9.5” wide x 5.8333” tall)

1/2 Page (v): $1,386

(4.6667” wide x 11.8333” tall)

Full Page: $2,757

(9.5” wide x 11.8333” tall)

To reserve an ad for your school,
call Cindy O’Neill today at (303) 715-3212
or Cynthia.ONeill@archden.org
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ZÉLIE MARTIN

Died: 1877, France
Feast day: July 12

St. Zélie Martin, long before tons
of Catholic mothers began to
name their daughters after her.
photo from wikicommons

I can’t write about saintly moms and
not include Zélie. I mean, I should probably include Our Lady and St. Monica, too,
but I really can’t leave out Zélie. She’s the
first saint to be canonized with her husband. One of her daughters, St. Thérèse

of Lisieux, is a doctor of the church.
Another of her daughters, Léonie, is
in the preliminary stages of having her
cause for canonization opened.
Most of these other saints have had
their lives whittled down to a handful of
facts over time. Zélie, however, has only
been canonized for a year. To use the
theological term, we, as a church, have
gone straight up bonkers learning and
spreading everything we can about her.
If you are a mother, there is an aspect
of her life that applies to you. She and
her husband both worked. She lost several of her children at a young age. She
tried to run a professional and profitable business, find good childcare, take
care of her ailing parents, educate her
special needs child and find time to pray
and be active in her parish. She worried
over her children’s souls.
She also suffered things that I
sincerely hope no one reading this
can relate to, like having her house
invaded by German soldiers during the

Franco-Prussian war.
You have to read her story. You have
to take the time to get to know her. As
one of her writers pointed out, Zélie
did not become a saint because she
raised Thérèse. Thérèse became a saint
because she was raised by Zélie.
ST. DARERCA

Died: 5th century, Ireland
Feast day: March 22

St. Darerca (pronounced dahr-erka)
was St. Patrick’s sister, but that’s not
what she’s famous for. She’s known
for being the mother of all saints, and
I mean that almost literally. She had
between 17 and 22 kids, and almost all
of them are saints.
Whether you have two under two, five
under five, or 16 under 16, St. Darerca has
been there. She also suffered the loss of
her first spouse, Restitus the Lombard,
and remarried a man named Chonas the
Briton, because she could not handle

weak-named men. That means she was,
at one point, a single mom with about
a dozen children. Remember her next
time you have bedtime duty alone.
Her kids are part of the reason Ireland became a Catholic country. Most, if
not all, of her sons became bishops, and
both of her daughters became saints.
They all helped their uncle Patrick
bring the news of Jesus to their island.
Their faith must have started with St.
Darerca, the prototype for hardcore
Irish mothers everywhere.
Bonus: She’s really fun to pray to,
because saying her name has all the
catharsis of swearing. But you’re praying, so it’s okay!
Sorry, there’s no picture of her. Presumably raising 20+ kids makes it difficult to sit for a portrait.
SAINTLY MOMS

Read about more saintly
moms at http://denvercatholic.org/saintly-moms-get/

ATTENTION MEN OF THE ARCHDIOCESE
Dear Brother Knights of Columbus,

 May 16-25






Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
May 27-29
Serenity Retreat (Men & Women)
June 13-22
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
June 24-July 3
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
July 5-14
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
August 15-24
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Cemetery

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

The Church of Northern Colorado is greatly blessed by the presence of
the Knights of Columbus! Knights are Catholic men who are committed
to charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism.

The unity of brotherhood is an important encouragement in these
challenging times when the truth of the Gospel is denied, and that which
is evil is now proclaimed to be good. When we stand with fellow believers,
with one heart and mind, our timid hearts grow strong. Indeed, the Holy
Spirit who makes that unity possible is also the one who helps us to
not be afraid. As the apostles themselves learned and could testify:
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
and perfect love casts out fear. (Rom 5:5, lJn 4: 18) In this Year of Mercy
may we ever open our hearts to the mercy of the Father and exercise the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy.
Thank you for your committed and loyal service to the Church
in her many parishes and apostolic ministries. The Knights of Columbus
offer a wonderful example of faith working through love (Gal 5:6),
and this service contributes to the Church’s witness to the world.
I encourage men to consider joining the Knights of Columbus in order
to build-up the domestic church and strengthen our parishes.
May the Lord abundantly bless you and your families!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Archbishop of Denver

JOIN THE COLORADO KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CALL 1-844-265-6321 or visit WWW.COLORADOKOFC.ORG
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Obituaries
“treasured and savored the people he
met, and the seminarians could tell this.”
Born in Brooklyn on Sept. 9, 1950, to
Stanley and Blanche Gawronski, Raymond grew up in New York and New
Jersey. Before joining the Jesuits in
1977, he had earned degrees in philosophy, world religions and Asian studies.
He was ordained a priest of the
Maryland Province of the Society of
Jesus in 1986. He went on for further
studies in Rome, earning a licentiate
in theology at the Pontifical Oriental
Institute, and a doctorate in theology
at the Pontifical Gregorian University.
He is the author of Word and Silence:
Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Spiritual Encounter Between East and West.
He is buried at the Jesuit plot of Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.

Father Gawronski, a
spiritual father to many

A

mini-reunion of
St. John Vianney seminarians
took place in Arvada last
month at the funeral Mass of Jesuit
Father Raymond Thomas Gawronski,
a much-loved former spiritual director
and theology professor at the seminary.
Father Gawronski, a priest of the
Maryland Province of the Society of
Jesus, died April 14 of complications
associated with cancer. He was 65.
His funeral Mass at the Shrine of St.
Anne drew priests and bishops from
around the country to pay their last
respects to the priest many considered
to be a spiritual father and decisive
influence in their path to the priesthood. He spent the last two years of his
life serving as a spiritual director and
professor at St. Patrick’s Seminary in
Menlo Park, California.
Father Matthew Book, pastor of
St. Joseph Parish in Golden, told the
Denver Catholic that he was particularly
beloved by seminarians “because with
both a smile and a bow of reverence he
helped them see and accept their own
lives, in their bare humanity and in the
mystery of Christ.”
He added that Father Gawronski

Father Patrick Kennedy

F

ather Patrick Kennedy, a Denver
priest, died April
23. He was 88 years old.
Father Kennedy was born in Otis,
Colo., on Jan. 24, 1928, to Leo J. and
Frances Campbell Kennedy. The second
of four children, he grew up near the
coal mines in Frederick, and later in
Denver, where he attended St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School and Regis
High. He entered St. Thomas Seminary

after graduation.
Father Kennedy was ordained a priest
on May 29, 1953. During his ministerial
career, he served principally at Holy
Family in Denver, St. Augustine in Brighton, and Our Lady of Grace in Denver.
Father Thomas McCormick, a
retired Denver priest, remembers
Father Kennedy as a fierce athlete, but
more importantly, as a man with a big
heart and a genuine love for people.
Father Kennedy was known as an
avid sports fan and outdoorsman. He
pledged loyalty to all of the professional
Colorado sports teams, and loved to
hunt. What he loved most, however, was
to escape to the great outdoors—from
Alaska to the Rocky Mountains—to do
a bit of fly fishing.
One of Father Kennedy’s cousins,
Kevin Campbell, wrote a heartfelt
reflection of the priest’s life, and said
that Father Kennedy was friendly to
everybody, never knowing a stranger.
“Until his dying breath, he was drawing people ever-closer to God,” Campbell wrote. “He was […] genuinely interested in all people.”

Father Manuel Gabel

W

hen Father
Manuel Gabel
made his First
Holy Communion he

wrote to his sister—who was one of two
who were nuns with the Sisters Adorers of the Precious Blood—and told her
quite confidently, “I am going to be a
priest.”
He made good on his promise as soon
as he could, entering St. Thomas Seminary immediately after graduating from
St. Francis de Sales High School. Father
Manuel Gabel died April 29 in Denver
at the age of 84. He was buried at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.
Manuel Gabel was born on July 25,
1931, in Manzanola, Colo. He was one of
nine children. He was ordained to the
priesthood on May 31, 1957.
His assignments took him to nearly
every corner of the archdiocese, from
Annunciation in Leadville to St. Martin
de Porres in Boulder. He also served as
chaplain for Penrose Hospital in Colorado Springs and for the Knights of
Columbus Council 3549 in Julesburg.
In 1971, he was assigned as pastor
to his old home parish of St. Francis
de Sales in Denver, serving alongside
then retired Msgr. Gregory Smith, who
was Father Gabel’s high school religion
teacher and old pastor.
His last two assignments took him
to St. Francis of Assisi parish in Castle
Rock and Our Lady of the Mountains
Church in Estes Park. It was while there
that Father Gabel acquired a great love
for hiking in Rocky Mountain National
Park.

1.2 million nights of shelter and
457,000 meals in a year

TEAM

SAMARITAN

HOUSE

CY

MER
30 YEARS OF

JUNE 11-17, 2016
Help Ride to the
Rescue of the Homeless

For the sixth consecutive year, “Team Samaritan House” will bike in Colorado’s
Ride the Rockies, June 11-17, with 33 riders pedaling 403 miles, raising money
for Catholic Charities homeless shelters in Northern Colorado.

Each meal costs only $1.60
Your donation makes a difference. Help those in the greatest need at Samaritan House
and The Father Ed Judy House in Denver, The Mission in Fort Collins,
and Guadalupe Community Center in Greeley.
For more information contact:

Mike Sullivan at (720) 476-7504 or mike.sullivan@tcfalliance.org

Donate online at SamHouseDenver.org

Ride the Rockies 2016
Fundraising for Colorado’s Homeless
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20 	Catholic Schools Private

Night at Elitch Gardens

5 p.m. – 10 p.m., Elitch
Gardens, 2000 Elitch
Circle, Denver, $24.99
pp. Usher in Summer
by heading to Elitch
Gardens for a night of
fun with the family at a
special discounted rate
for Catholic school families. For tickets, go to
elitchgardens.com and
enter promo code CATHOLIC or visit tinyurl.com/
CatholicPrivateNight
20 	Building Hope for the

Future Fundraiser

6 p.m. – 9 p.m., Denver
Museum of Nature and
Science, 2001 Colorado
Blvd., Denver. This fundraiser will benefit Father
Woody’s Haven of Hope,
a daytime shelter for
those experiencing homelessness. They will match

donations for their capital campaign, Building
Hope for the Future, in
an effort to expand their
services. For more details,
contact Cindy Ramirez at
303-607-0855 or cindy@
frwoodyshavenofhope.
org, or visit frwoodyshavenofhope.org

FEATURED EVENT | MAY

Ecumenical
Prayer Breakfast

25 	Gregorian Chant

22 	Stephen Ministry 30th

Workshop

Anniversary Celebration

10:45 a.m. – 1 p.m., St.
Mary’s Parish, 6853 S.
Prince St., Littleton, free.
St. Mary’s Stephen Ministry is celebrating its
30th anniversary. It is the
first and longest-running
Catholic parish to implement this international
caring ministry, which
provides care through
listening and supporting
people during difficult life
events. For more details,
contact Sandra Silva at
720-354-0252 or svictoriasilva@yahoo.com

that serve as a guide to
help one meditate upon
the Passion of Our Lord
Jesus Christ. The event
concludes with veneration
of the relics. Contact Pam
Pippin at 303-744-6119
or pam@saintvincents.
org for more details.

20 . 7 a.m. – 10 a.m., St. Bernadette Catholic Church,
7240 W. 12th Ave., Lakewood, $20. St. Rafka’s is hosting its second annula ecumenical prayer breakfast to
pray for and raise awareness of the persecution of
Christians in the Middle East. Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila will preside, along with St. Rafka’s pastor
Father Andre Mahanna. RSVP at info@savechristianmiddleeast.org
22

Relics of the Passion

1 p.m. – 9 p.m., St. Vincent
de Paul Parish, 2375 E.
Arizona Ave., Denver, free.

The Relics of the Passion
presentation is organized
into a program with supporting musical pieces

3 p.m., 5/25 – 5/29,
Abbey of St. Walburga,
1029 Benedictine Way,
Virginia Dale, $300.
Learn the basics of Gregorian chant notation,
history, and interpretation, in the context of a
community of Benedictine nuns that uses the
chant in daily prayer.
All welcome; only basic
familiarity with modern
musical notation and
terminology is assumed.
Contact 970-472-0612
or aswretreats@gmail.
com for more details.

JUNE
4

Prayer in the Square

10 a.m. - 11 p.m., satellite prayer communities
along the Front Range,
free. Join the public
prayer community
nearest you to pray a
Rosary and Divine Mercy
chaplet. Visit prayerinthesquare.com to find
your nearest prayer
community, and contact
mrosand@ccdenver.
org or 303-799-9299
for more details.
10 	Mother Cabrini Shrine

Gala 2016

5:30 p.m., Pinnacle Club
at the Grand Hyatt, 1750
Welton St., Denver, $125
for individual tickets.
Mother Cabrini Shrine
hosts its annual fundraising gala. Buy tickets at
mothercabrinishrine.org,
or call 303-526-0758.

St. Louis legacy
celebration a
bittersweet
reminiscence
of the school’s
rich history

T

eachers, students, alumni and
friends of St. Louis Catholic
School in Englewood gathered
on May 1 for a special legacy celebration retracing the school’s rich history. Due to decreasing enrollment
and increasing financial constraints,
Archbishop Aquila and the Office of
Catholic Schools announced the decision to close St. Louis school late last
year. The legacy celebration served as
a bittersweet reminder of the role St.
Louis has played in the local Catholic
community, and was filled with great
memories for people who have been
involved with the school in some way
since they opened their doors in 1929.

Michael Carroll, St. Louis basketball coach from 1959-1964, looks
at a photo of his basketball team
in 1961. Carroll laughed as he
reflected upon his favorite memories of the school. “There are too
many great memories to choose
from, but I do remember Monsignor [Bernard] Cullen, always
coming down stairs telling us to be
quiet, because our changing room
was underneath the parish, and
they could hear us during Mass or
confession,” he said. photos by nicole
dawn photography/denver catholic
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From mountains to desert

There were tears last week as friends and students of beloved Augustine Institute chaplain, Father
John Riley, bid their farewells to the one-of-a-kind confessor and spiritual father (and his faithful
Suburban, Shadowfax). A priest of the Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, Father Riley has been “on loan”
to the Archdiocese of Denver since 2010, living and serving “under the radar” as a friend, confidante,
teacher and sometimes necessary kick-in-the-pants to young and old alike. Aside from attending
to his duties as chaplain—which included celebrating a succinct, yet always profound, daily noon
Mass—Father Riley taught through kind gesture and personal witness what it looks likes to live a life
of authentic friendship with Christ, and with neighbor. In his “spare” time, he took to the mountains
(there was a special place in his heart for Mount Evans), often leading AI students, Christ in the City
missionaries and nuns in full habit on hikes that ranged from the simple, to the epic (he once led
a night hike up Quandary Peak by the light of a full moon). After a brief respite to visit family and
friends back East, and to celebrate his 25th priestly anniversary, “Padre Juan” will embark on a new
mission as a desert father in southeastern New Mexico. Officially, he will serve Bishop Oscar Cantú
of Las Cruces as the “Special Assistant to the Vicar for the New Evangelization,” but we think “desert
father” just sounds more like Father Riley. You will be missed, Father, but we remain united to you in
thought, in prayer, and most importantly, in HIM. photo by abby dellasega

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MAY 15
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Jorge Rodriguez
SUNDAY, MAY 22
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Luke Barder
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva
SUNDAY, MAY 29
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez
SUNDAY, JUNE 5
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Bernie Schmitz

CORRECTION

In the April 23 edition, the
Denver Catholic mischaracterized
the Knights of Columbus. The
Knights of Columbus is a fraternal
organization for Catholic men. We
apologize for the error.

Young Catholics to compete in
Odyssey of the Mind World Finals
How awesome is this: A team of
six students from St. John the
Baptist Catholic School in
Longmont will compete in the
Odyssey of the Mind World
Finals at Iowa State University later this month. Odyssey
of the Mind is an extra-curricular program for students in
grades kindergarten through
college in which students apply
their creativity, problem-solving, team-building and critical
thinking skills to complete
a range of activities from
building mechanical devices

presenting their own interpretation of literary classics. The
team from St. John the Baptist
is doing great things, and we
wanted to reassure them that
we are praying and cheering for
them as they prepare to compete! Go get ‘em! photo provided
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Perspectives

Now what?

T

wo days after that circular
firing-squad known as the
“Republican primaries” came
to a de facto conclusion on the banks
of the Wabash, the Wall Street Journal
had this to
say:
GEORGE
“A pluWEIGEL rality of
GOP voters
The Catholic Difference
has rejected
George Weigel is a
the strondistinguished senior
gest presifellow of the Ethics and
dential field
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
in memory
to elevate
a businessman with few fixed convictions and little policy knowledge” to
Republican nominee-presumptive,
a man “who has the highest disapproval ratings in the history of presidential polling....Mr. Trump wasn’t
our first choice, or even the 15th, but
the reality is that more GOP voters
preferred him to the alternatives.
Dozens of miscalculations made his
hostile takeover possible, not least
the decisions by other candidates
in the early primary states to attack
each other instead of Mr. Trump....
Yet GOP voters made the ultimate
decision, and that deserves some
respect unless we’re going to give up
on democracy.”

No, I think not.
Would it be “giving up on democracy” to suggest that those who voted
for Strong Thurmond and the Dixiecrats in 1948 made a serious error? Or
those who voted for George Wallace
in 1968 and 1972? Or those who voted
for Huey Long when the Kingfish, a
Trumpian precursor, was riding high
in Depression-era Louisiana? No. It
wouldn’t be “giving up on democracy.” It would be a matter of recognizing that democracy is an ongoing
experiment in self-governance; that
democracy’s success in building
humane societies is an accomplishment, not a given; and that the people
can and do get it very wrong on
occasion.
With all respect, this is one of
those occasions. And the mistakes
are not all on the Republican side of
the ledger. What about the Democrats who have never demanded an
alternative to a septuagenarian crank
who specializes in recycling the leftist
bunkum of the twentieth century,
and a failed Secretary of State who
almost certainly committed felonies
by breaching security regulations
with her personal communications
network? At least some Republican of
conscience tried to urge their political brethren to choose a plausible,

competent alternative to a narcissistic vulgarian; I haven’t heard
anything analogous on the other
side of the aisle, and the seemingly
tongue-tied Catholic Democrats in
the blogosphere are no exception to
that default.
It’s become a cliché to say that
“no candidate and no party fully
embraces the vision of Catholic social
doctrine.” True enough. But previous
election cycles gave Catholic voters a
prudential choice between candidates
who embodied at least some of the
major themes of the social doctrine.
What is the thoughtful Catholic voter
to do when neither of the presidential
candidates is even minimally committed to human dignity, the common
good, subsidiarity, and solidarity,
as the social doctrine understands
those concepts? When one party has
elevated lifestyle libertinism to the
first of constitutional principles (and
is prepared to kill unborn children,
jettison free speech, and traduce
religious freedom in service to hedonism), while the other is prepared
to nominate a fantasist who spun
grotesque fairy tales about an alleged
connection between an opponent’s
family and Lee Harvey Oswald shortly
before he closed the deal?
That will be a question to ponder

carefully in the next six months. The
immediate take-away that the American democratic experiment is in deep
trouble – and that trouble has something to do with moral judgment.
The reduction of voting to a visceral exercise in anger-management,
identity politics, or class resentment
(cf. “Trump campaign,” “Hillary campaign,” and “Bernie campaign”) tells
us that our political culture is sick.
And if the political culture is sick, that
must have something to do with the
state of the culture as a whole. Did
we really imagine that a culture of
self-absorption and vulgarity, taking
its cues from the passions of adolescence, was not going to cash out
in our politics? If so, let’s hope that
we’ve been disabused of that fallacy.
Such a sobering-up would be one,
modest silver lining in the ominous
storm clouds now gathering.
The reconstruction of a morally
serious political culture is essential,
if American democracy is not to
descend into incoherence and what
an eminent churchman once called
the “dictatorship of relativism.” That
reconstruction could start with U.S.
Catholics leavening our politics – and
the culture as a whole – with Catholic
social doctrine.

compelled and changed me in profoundly unexpected ways.
That is of course not to say that
motherhood is, or has ever been, easy.
Even beyond the lack of quality sleep
and Everest-sized mountains of diapers and laundry, there is an inevitably
heavy weight we mothers carry. And I
don’t so much mean a cloud of gloom
or sadness that follows you and your
passel of crumb-spewing kids around;
truth be told I do more laughing than
crying in my life, quite possibly as a
coping mechanism, although I prefer
to think of it as a grace from God. No,
more than anything, I suspect it is the
weight of our “yes,” the knowledge
that in embracing an openness to life
we must also necessarily embrace an
openness to not only joy, but also to
sorrow. I am presently thrilled to be
pregnant with my fifth biological child,
but I have suffered through three
miscarriages, too. I am blessed to be a
mother to four adopted children, and

yet each of their stories includes loss
and brokenness as well. Half the time
I’m not certain of what exactly I’m
doing or supposed to be doing, but I
keep showing up, and laughing, and I
figure at least that’s something.
It is humbling, this vocation.
When I talk with other moms, I sense
both a strong and determined desire
to do the right things (particularly
when it comes to discipline, education, and character formation), and
a fear that perhaps even in doing our
best, it is just not enough. I confess
that I find myself worrying the same
thing, in between shuttling my people
to soccer practice and signing field
trip permission slips so they can
attend the symphony. Then when a
child messes up or makes a mistake,
I become convinced that things have
officially gone awry and I’m in way
over my head. Of course, I probably
am in way over my head.
But maybe there’s a little bit of

What my “yes” meant

I

just recently attended my eldest
child’s middle-school choir
concert.
As I watched her sing her heart out
up on the stage—this daughter of mine
who prefers
music and
BRIANNA theater over
HELDT
any sort of
organized
Guest Column
athletic
Brianna Heldt is a Catholic
competition
writer, speaker and
and who,
podcaster. Her work has
at twelve
appeared in various print
and online publications.
years old,
still exudes a youthful innocence and
relentless joy—I had a most terrifying
(and, regrettably cliché) thought: my
little girl is growing up. Time is slipping by. My family is entering a new
era, marked by teenagers.
Motherhood, I confess, was not
something I spent much time dreaming about and wishing for during my
formative years. I am an only child

(yes, only children can go on to have
eight or more kids of their own, and
live to tell the tale!), I was not raised
in the Catholic Church, and I was
nearly 30 years old before ever really
encountering the concept of openness to life in marriage. I had even—
quite unfortunately—used the birth
control pill upon getting married,
before I knew better.
And yet here I am today, owner of a
15-passenger-van and an abnormally
large (and full!) dining room table.
Something in my heart dramatically
changed all those years ago, when I
learned my husband and I—just 21
and 22 years old at the time, respectively—were expecting our first child,
and even more so once she was born.
Pregnancy, childbirth, and parenthood somehow all felt very right for
our marriage, this natural result
of conjugal love that mysteriously
brought us closer to one another
and, also, closer to God. Motherhood
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Don’t miss this opportunity:
Help your kids grow this summer

M

ark Twain once said, “The
proverb says that providence protects children
and idiots. This is really true. I know
because I have tested it.”
As parents, we
KEVIN
hope this
COTTER proverb
is true
Guest Column
because
Kevin Cotter serves FOCUS
we know
as the Sr. Director of
that in this
Curriculum. You can find him
culture our
on Twitter: @kevinrcotter.
children
need protecting. It also resonates
because at some point in time we
have parented like idiots.
Every parent I know needs help
with parenting. This is especially true
as it applies to passing on the Catholic faith. The renowned sociologist,
Christian Smith, recently released a
book called Young Catholic America
that analyzes the difference between
kids who stay Catholic and those who
leave the Church. His most significant
finding is this: Those who remain
Catholic have strong ties to adults
who practice their faith.
If we want our kids to practice

their faith as adults, then as parents
we need to build strong ties with our
children and to practice our faith
well. Here are three ways to accomplish this during the summer:

www.focus.org

freedom there, too.
Perhaps it is this very acknowledgement of (and strange ability to
laugh at) my own weaknesses and
limitations as a mother that enables
me to press on, to keep loving, and to
find the simple joys in the most mundane of things. Maybe this is what
steels my resolve to advocate for my
two daughters with Down syndrome,
to find help for a son who is struggling
at school, or to shrug when my day
doesn’t go quite as planned. (That last
one never happens to you, I’m sure).
Even after having made peace with
being a mother and all it entails, I
still daily long for the courage to not
only live my vocation, but to boldly
embrace it with Jesus’ love. Pope
Pius XII once said of mothers that,
“Undoubtedly nature’s voice speaks in
her and places in her heart the desire,
joy, courage, love and will to care for
the child; but to overcome the suggestions of fearfulness in all its forms, that

voice must be strengthened and take
on, so to say, a supernatural accent”.
Some of us called to the vocation of
marriage may have several children,
and others but a few. Still others carry
the cross of longing and hoping for a
baby that may never come. What we
tend to all share in common, though,
is this struggle with fearfulness—we
feel the weight of our “yes,” we want
to do all the right things, and we want
to know our lives are meaningful and
fruitful. Yet we need look no further
than to our Blessed Mother and her
beautiful fiat to see that even amidst
the deepest pain and most horrible
suffering? There was peace, fulfillment, and joy in merely living out
God’s will.
Which is, ultimately, what we
mothers are doing when we comfort
sweet little ones and sit through
torturous IEP meetings. This is our
mission as we listen to the long and
tedious litanies of the day’s fifth grade

COME ALIVE IN YOUR
OWN FAITH.
Our relationship with Jesus and the
example we show our children are the
essential ingredients to having faithful
children. The novelist and social critic
James Baldwin hit on a similar note:
“Children have never been very good
at listening to their elders, but they
have never failed to imitate them.”
How can you come alive in
your own faith? Should you go on
a retreat? Start a new book on the
Catholic faith? Attend a Bible study?
There’s no one “right” way, but it’s
important that you find a way. It’s
difficult for Jesus to be a real person
in your children’s lives if they don’t
see Jesus as a real person in yours.
This doesn’t mean that you have to be
perfect, but you need to strive to be
perfected by God’s grace. Don’t wait!
FOCUS

BUILD YOUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH YOUR CHILDREN.
My first point is obviously something that can be done year-round.
But with the kids off from school
and a chance to spend time with the
family over vacation, the summer
presents a unique opportunity for
this next step. It’s a great opportunity to build your relationships with
your children in unique ways. What
makes them come alive? What do
they love to do? Be with them in these
moments, even if it isn’t your preference. It’s these moments of joy and
discovery that produce great memories and strengthen bonds between
parents and their kids.
One way our family has practiced
this in the past is to sit down with our
kids at the beginning of the summer
and list out a family “summer bucket
list” of all of things we want to do.
Then, as a family, we see how many
we can accomplish before the start of
school. It’s great to see our kids light
up when they get to contribute their
suggestions, and the list helps us to
continue to find moments together.

happenings (oh, the drama!), and
when we find ourselves scouring the
metro area for VERY NECESSARY
(and last minute) science project
supplies. It’s our aim when we face
the devastating loss of a baby through
miscarriage after miscarriage, or the
death of an older child.
It is what I have done in waiting
rooms and ICUs, during a fragile
child’s open heart surgery.
And as I reflect on sitting in the
audience with my husband, seven
other children, and my big pregnant
belly, watching my daughter sing with
a huge smile on her face—right on the
precipice of entering her (gulp) teen
years—I know deep in my heart that
God will continue working, shaping,
and molding. He will be faithful to my
family, as he always has been.
As for me, I’ll do my best, come
what may, to continue giving my
humble, clumsy, and fear-tinged yes
to God’s call on my life as a mother.

TEACH THE FAITH THROUGH
THESE MOMENTS.
During your summer experiences
together, it is a great time to discuss
the faith. Do your kids like baseball?
Have them read about a great Catholic or Christian baseball player. Do
your kids like building things? Take
them to a cathedral and get them a
book on how these structures are
made. Show them how what they love
can be integrated with the faith.
Also, while your kids are having
fun with you, they are probably more
likely to want to open up their lives and
have a conversation with you as well.
Remind them that you aren’t just there
to make sure they get their homework
done and do their chores; you are there
to talk with them, guide them and help
them through life’s most important
questions and decisions — including
questions about the faith. All of these
conversations are a bit easier when
they clearly know that they are loved
and cared for in very tangible ways.
To close, seasons are always a great
time for renewal. They give us new
beginnings and new opportunities.
Don’t miss your opportunities this
summer to help your child’s faith grow.

stock photo
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

