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Above
all, a
pilgrim

Left: Mendicant
pilgrim Ann Sieben
on her way from
Denver to Quebec.
Bottom: Sieben
travels to holy
places. The act
of pilgrimage
symbolizes every
Christian’s journey
to Heaven.
photos provided by Éric
lalibertÉ /bottes et vÉlo
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t. Thérèse once reminded the
Church, “The world’s thy ship, and
not thy home.” In that sentence,
she summarized the Church’s understanding of itself as a pilgrim, a traveler
on its way to a holy place.
Ann Sieben exemplified this understanding on Easter Sunday, when she
walked over the threshold of SainteAnne-de-Beaupré shrine in Quebec.
The basilica at the shrine is a testament
to beauty, with a Notre Dame-esque
facade enclosing a mass of stained glass
windows, mosaic and carvings.
A site to behold on any day, it must
be especially intimidating in its Easter
finery. Sieben entered it in the same
clothes she had worn for the past four
months. The people there were expecting her, and greeted her with joy.
Sieben is a mendicant pilgrim,
meaning her entire life is dedicated
to pilgrimage. She carries only a small
backpack with her on her journeys. It
contains only the following:
a pair of sandals, a blanket,
a small bag of toiletries, her

“

Jesus
made
two things clear:
Love God above
all else, and love
your neighbor
as yourself.
Someone’s got to
make the effort
to go and meet
the neighbors
of the world.”
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Protect God’s gift of children

T

ime Magazine’s April 10 cover
story raised a topic that is
rarely discussed – how pornography is biologically and psychologically damaging a generation
of young men and women. Science,
interestingly, is beginning to discover
what God revealed thousands of years
ago: that men and women have a
God-given dignity that is present in
the complex interconnected reality of
their body and soul.
Time’s article comes at a good
time, since April is National Child
Abuse Prevention month, a time
when people around our country
bring attention to the great tragedy
of child abuse and work to prevent its
spread. Sadly, child abuse is a bigger
issue than we often realize, especially
in northern Colorado. For example,
in 2015 the FBI conducted a nationwide sex trafficking sting and Denver
ranked as the number one city out of
135 cities for the highest number of
minors rescued. Tragically, last year
was the second year in a row that
Denver claimed that spot.
Child abuse is a topic that no one
likes to talk about because of how horrible it is. But we need to talk about it;
we need to name it and fight it.
When people discuss child abuse,
they typically are talking about
sexual, verbal or physical abuse. I
believe that exposure to sexually
explicit images should also be a part
of that discussion. When children are

Denver Catholic Jason Evert, founder of the Chastity Project, encourages teens to break free from
porn addictions. The Chastity Project is one of many apostolates dedicated to protecting our
children and promoting a healthy understanding of sexuality. photo provided
exposed to sexually explicit images,
their innocence is damaged and their
minds are filled with a twisted version
of sexuality that is devoid of the love
and beauty God created them to know
at the proper age and in a beautiful
way.
But there is good news. Christ’s
teaching on the beauty and dignity of
the human person, when presented
well (such as http://chastityproject.
com), can prepare our children to
recognize and turn away from these
counterfeit versions of sexuality that
reduce people to objects of pleasure.
To summarize Pope St. John Paul
II’s thoughts in his famous book Love
and Responsibility, the problem with
pornography is not that it reveals too
much of the person, but that it shows
far too little. I urge all parents to help
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prepare their children for the world
we live in by sharing the Church’s
beautiful understanding of sexuality with them in an age appropriate
manner.
The Archdiocese of Denver is
also committed to fighting child
abuse on other fronts. Since 2003,
we have trained over 65,000 clergy
members, staff and volunteers who
work with minors to spot, report,
and prevent abuse. We continue to
train 4,000-5,000 adults every year,
as well as some 23,000 children who
are re-trained every year at their
current grade level. In addition, this
coming May our archdiocese will join
the dioceses of Cheyenne, Colorado
Springs, and Pueblo in contributing
to the national effort to prevent child
abuse by hosting the National Safe

Environment annual conference in
Denver.
The archdiocese also has a partnership with the State of Colorado, which
this year includes a state-wide phone
number (1-844-CO-4-KIDS) that
everyone can use to report all cases of
neglect or abuse of children.
I would like to thank all those who
work to prevent the abuse of children,
who are one of the most precious
gifts God has given us. From them,
we learn to follow the Lord, as Jesus
told his disciples, “Let the children
come to me, and do not prevent them;
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these” (Mt. 19:14). May our
society and world rediscover the gift,
dignity and beauty of children, and
may we work to protect them and
their innocence!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila honored
Carrie Sigman for
45 years of service
to the Archdiocese
of Denver.
Sigman works in
the Oﬃce of the
Archbishop as
an administrative
assistant for the
Moderator of
the Curia. Other
employees were
recognized for
their longstanding
service. photo by andrew
wright/denver catholic .

3

DENVER CATHOLIC | APRIL 23-MAY 13, 2016

Vatican Notes

Archbishop Aquila’s statement
on “The Joy of Love”
W
ith Amoris Laetitia (“The
Joy of Love”), Pope
Francis has provided the
Church with an in-depth reflection
on Christian marriage, the intricacies
of relationships, and the struggles
that people face in modern society.
Throughout the exhortation, the Holy
Father repeatedly calls for extending
mercy to those in difficult situations
while also conveying to people the truth
about marriage and family given to us
by Jesus Christ through the teachings
and tradition of the Church.
In the introduction of Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis advises everyone to
carefully read through the document
because of its length and sometimes
complex passages on matters of great
significance. While many commentators and pundits will make their interpretations known in the media in the
coming days, the Holy Father’s advice is

sound. I will also follow this advice and
will offer my own thoughts after careful
reflection and consideration.
Pope St. John Paul II declared during
his 1986 visit to Australia, “As the family
goes, so goes the nation and so goes the
whole world in which we live.” One
doesn’t have to look very hard to see that
families everywhere are experiencing
the fallout from our culture’s confusion
about sexuality and human relationships. For this reason, parishes in the
Archdiocese of Denver offer support to
those who are suffering from broken
relationships, raising children as single
parents or have been harmed by the prevailing cultural ideas about sexuality.
Pope Francis’ exhortation is both
relevant and important for our time,
and I am grateful for his thoughts on
love in the family as they call all societies and cultures to the gift and truth
of married life.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following are granted Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver on the day
of their ordination to their priesthood (May
14, 2016) and appointed as follows:
Deacon Vincent Bui, appointed Parochial
Vicar at All Saints Parish, Denver, Colorado,
effective June 15, 2016, for a three year
period.
Deacon James Claver, appointed Chaplain,
Machebeuf High School, Denver, Colorado,
effective June 15, 2016, until his time in ministry is completed.
Deacon Mason Fraley, Parochial Vicar at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Northglenn, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a
three year period.

“

Deacon Fernando Londoño, appointed Parochial Vicar, Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three
year period.

While
many
commentators
and pundits
will make their
interpretations
known in the
media in the
coming days, the
Holy Father’s
advice is sound.”

Deacon Matthew Magee, appointed Parochial Vicar at St. Michael, Craig; St. Ignatius,
Rangely and Holy Family, Meeker, Colorado,
effective June 15, 2016, for a three year
period.
Deacon Salvador Sanchez, appointed Parochial Vicar at St. Peter, Greeley, Colorado,
effective June 15, 2016, for a three year
period.

LIVESTREAM NOTIFICATION

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA

Livestream the priestly
ordination on May 16 at
archden.org/livestream

Did you know that one in three moms
struggles to buy diapers for her baby?
Donate to the Bottom Line Diaper Bank and have a Mother’s Day
card sent to your mother, sister or friend as an honoree.
A $25 donation buys 100 diapers for babies and
newborns whose families are facing difficult times.
In honor of you on
th
diapers have be is special day,
to a mother and chen donated
ild in need.

Donate online:

ccdenver.org/diaper
Thank you for your generosity.
From all of us at Catholic Charities, Happy Mother’s Day!

"We can do no gre

at things, only sma

ll things with gre
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Learn to love
your faith
with Dr.
Scott Hahn

Q&A

Dr. Scott
Hahn
says that
Catholics must
learn the
faith to
love it.
file photo

BY MELISSA KEATING

D

r. Scott Hahn knows Catholicism. He also knows what
happens when Catholics don’t
know their own faith.
“Poorly educated Catholics soon
become ex-Catholics,” he said.
Hahn has made a career out of giving
Catholics the kind of education that
will help them not only stay in the faith,
but share it. He first made waves in the
Catholic world with his engrossing testimony Rome Sweet Home. Since then,
he has published dozens of books and
his talks are available through a variety of Catholic media groups, including
Lighthouse. He is a theology professor
at the Franciscan University of Steubenville, along with holding positions
at multiple seminaries.
Luckily for us, Hahn agreed to come
to Denver and speak at the final Archbishop’s Lecture Series event of the
year. His topic will be “The Father of
Mercies: Understanding the Relationship Between Mercy and Justice.” The
talk will be at the John Paul II Center
for the New Evangelization. The event
is at capacity.
Hahn said he is happy to help the
faithful of the archdiocese understand
their faith. He said that these kinds of
catechesis are what will bring starving
souls back to the Church.
“This archdiocese recognizes that
this is a famine, and they’re doing something to feed the hungry multitude.
The rest of the Church in this country
should pay attention,” he said.
Hahn agreed to answer some questions before the talk. Here’s what he
had to say.

DENVER CATHOLIC: Tell us about

your background as an apologist.
DR. SCOTT HAHN: I don’t think of
myself as an apologist. I’m primarily
a teacher, a professor of theology
and scripture, and also an author. I
explain and defend the faith because
that’s what every Catholic is supposed
to do. But my primary work isn’t
defensive. As Catholics, we have a
positive, compelling, biblical vision
of life. It promises us fulfillment
in this life and heaven ever after. It
safeguards our relations in the family,
the neighborhood, and society. When
I was young I was ordained to the
Protestant ministry. I had no use for
the Catholic Church. But the more
I tried to live by the Bible, the more
Catholic my life became. It’s been 30
years now since I was received into
full communion. I’m grateful for what
God has given me, and I’d be a cad if I
didn’t want the world to share in it.
DC: You mentioned that God’s
fatherhood is the single most revolutionary concept of the faith,
and that many people take this for
granted. Can you expand on that?
SH: Most people take God’s fatherhood as a given — something self-evident and even cliché. But to call God
“Father” is considered blasphemy in
Islam, for example, as it was by the
Jews of Jesus’ time. We’re told in the
Gospel (Jn 5:18) that this was the
very reason Jesus’ opponents wanted
to kill him: because he called God
“Father.” It’s a revolutionary idea.
The people who oppose Christianity
know this. Yet we take it for granted,
and so we miss the core message
of our religion — the very truth for
which the martyrs were willing to die.

DC: What part did mercy play in
your own conversion?
SH: St. Thomas Aquinas said that
mercy is the quality most characteristic of our God. So mercy plays a
predominant role in every conversion.
Nobody deserves the graces God gives
us. I opposed his Church, and yet God
drew me into it anyway. What a gift!
What a mercy! He has lavished his sacraments on me for three decades. It’s
all unmerited. And that’s not just the
case for me, or just the case for converts, but even for the greatest saints.
DC: Why do you think it is important for Catholics to understand
both justice and mercy?
SH: Because God’s nature demands
both, and because our nature
demands both. We all want to live in
a world that’s just. And we all want to
experience mercy when we ourselves
fail to live justly. We tend to think of
justice only in terms of punishment,
but we have to remember that punishment — when it’s truly just — is
remedial, medicinal. It restores us.
God’s mercy and his justice can be
distinguished, but not separated.
They’re two aspects of the same
loving action, the same benevolent
providence. Indeed, the cross shows
us the mystery of how both mercy
and justice are married, as it were:
Christ’s self-offering to the Father on
our behalf is a demonstration of perfect justice, at the same time it is a gift
to us of God’s pure mercy.
ARCHBISHOP’S LECTURE SERIES

This event is at capacity.
To stay up to date on
similar events, visit http://
denvercatholic.org/subscribe

DC: Do you have additional
resources you would recommend
to people who want to learn more
about God as father?
SH: If you can wait a month, read my
book titled The Creed: Professing the
Faith Through the Ages. It’s being
released through Emmaus Road
Press. If you just can’t wait, I’d recommend taking a look at two of my
books, A Father Who Keeps His Promises: God’s Covenant Love in Scripture
and Understanding ‘Our Father’:
Reflections on the Lord’s Prayer, both
of which I wrote several years ago.
DC: One of the purposes of this
lecture series is to provide intellectual formation for the archdiocese. Can you speak into why that
is important?
SH: We’re made to share the divine
nature (2 Pt 1:4). We’re told we should
have the “mind of Christ” (1 Cor
2:16). To have a mind — an intellect
and will — is already to reflect God’s
image. But a mind can be corrupted or
wasted. It’s a disappointing fact that
many Catholics — men and women
who have received extraordinary professional education — are practically
illiterate in the faith, which is really
the most important dimension of their
lives. Poorly educated Catholics soon
become ex-Catholics. We’ve seen this
reflected in the decline in Mass attendance, the disuse of Confession, the
indifference of a generation (and more)
to the rites of a Christian wedding or
the demands of Christian marriage.
This archdiocese recognizes that this is
a famine, and they’re doing something
to feed the hungry multitude. The rest
of the Church in this country should
pay attention.
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ACA
Follow-Up
Weekend

20 16

April 23-24, 2016
During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we are called
to go beyond receiving mercy to give mercy.

The Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal funds nearly

forty ministries that were created to bring Christ’s
compassion and merciful love to our world. Let
your contribution to the Appeal be a reflection of
your deep faith and of your longing for others to
Photo by Daniel Petty

know Christ’s mercy. Thank you.

Please visit www.archden.org/donate to
contribute online today. If you prefer to donate

“Because

of

You...”

by check, please complete the pledge card and
remittance envelope that is included in this
Denver Catholic issue.

Suggested Pledge and Payment Options:

All gifts, including properties and securities,
are tax deductible as allowed by law.
To help ensure our local Church remains vibrant
far into the future, please contact The Catholic
Foundation (303-468-9885) to designate the
Archdiocese of Denver or a parish in a gift, will, or
estate plan. May God bless you for your generosity.

DONATE ONLINE:

WWW.ARCHDEN.ORG/DONATE

5 MONTHLY
PAYMENTS
$ 5,000
$ 4,000
$ 3,000
$ 2,000
$ 1,000
$ 500
$ 200
$ 100
$
50
$
20

TOTAL
PLEDGE
$ 25,000
$ 20,000
$ 15,000
$ 10,000
$ 5,000
$ 2,500
$ 1,000
$
500
$
250
$
100
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Because of You:
Karie’s story
Karie Ann King
experienced a
period of hardship
and homelessness,
but the Lord’s
mercy and Samaritan House helped
her to turn her life
around. Samaritan
House and other
archdiocesan outreach organizations,
are made possible
by generous donations to the Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal.
photos by andrew wright/
denver catholic
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Private Night

This is the second part of a series
of articles showcasing the many ways
the annual Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
enables and furthers the mission of
the Archdiocese of Denver.
BY AARON LAMBERT

T

Friday,
Friday,
May
May 20,
20, 2016
2016
5pm - 10pm

ONLY

$ 24

99

EACH

Regular Price $46.99

Promo Code:
CATHOLIC
For additional information contact Elitch Gardens at:
303.595.4386 X162 • GroupSales@ElitchGardens.com
Purchase tickets online at ElitchGardens.com

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

hree years ago, Karie Ann King
had an epiphany.
“I decided to change my life,”
she said. “I decided to fully surrender
my life to the Lord and give everything
that I have to him. By doing so, I’ve been
able to straighten out my life. I’ve been
able to see more clearly.”
After a period of homelessness and
hardship, King and her two-year-old
daughter, Raquel, sought the services
of Samaritan House, a Catholic homeless shelter located in the heart of
Denver, and part of which is paid for
by the Annual Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal. Her story serves as the inspiration for the theme of this year’s appeal,
“Because of You.”
“I was a victim of the streets, I was
a victim of homelessness, but I’m not
a victim of life. I called the Lord, and
he answered my prayer,” King said.
“He’s given me you to be strengthened. Because of your support and your

generosity, it’s made me a better person
today. Because of Samaritan House, I
am able to go home to my home. I am
not a lost person, I am not a person
without hope. I’ve got everything I
could possibly want.”
King had been living a life on the
run. A series of bad decisions left her
broken and with a felony record. She
ran from the law, always looking over
her shoulder, and ended up living on
the streets for a time. It was on those
streets, on a city block in Oregon, that
God found King. He lifted her up and
made her whole again.
“I was scared straight. God humbled
me on that city block,” she said.
Since then, her life hasn’t been the
same. She moved back to Colorado with
her parents, turned herself in and spent
four months in jail. She was released
with two years’ probation, and is now
on unsupervised probation.
Living with her parents was a
cramped ordeal, she said. They all lived
together in a small apartment, and King
knew that she needed to move out.
However, she had no other place to go,
ARCHBISHOP’S CATHOLIC APPEAL

To hear more of Karie’s story
and to donate to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal, visit
http://archden.org/almsgiving.
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AMERICA’S #1 CHOICE!
✓ Avoid the nasty & dangerous gutter cleaning chore ✓Installs over new or existing gutters
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Up To

%
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COLORADO OWNED
AND OPERATED FOR

OFF*

Labor & Materials!

(Offer expires 5/13/16)

GU

TTER HELMET

2015

PRICES
While
Materials
Last!

MENTION DENVER CATHOLIC FOR BEST PRICES!

America’s #1 Choice forYEARS
Gutter Protection.*
With 35 years experience and over 1 Million satisﬁed customers nationally,
Gutter Helmet ® remains the #1 gutter protection system.

*Owner operator and proud REGIS UNIVERSITY GRADUATE Karl
Scheib says “We hope we can help protect your home and family too!”

and living on the streets with Raquel
wasn’t an option. She reached out to
Samaritan House, and they offered her
a room.
King’s time at Samaritan House has
been fruitful, she said. Samaritan House
helped her to find a job at a local restaurant, and with Samaritan House’s savings program, King is able to save most
of her income. She takes great pride in
her work, she said, and hopes to work
her way up to management.
King said she’s at a place where she
is both humbled and broken, and she
feels that she is right where God wants
her to be.

“It’s a place where I’m going to be
rooted, and I’m going to be rooted with
the strong root. That’s what Samaritan
House has done for me,” she said.
King is extremely grateful for the
staff at Samaritan House and Margery
Reed Daycare, where Raquel stays while
King is at work. The work these organizations and others within the Archdiocese of Denver do is made possible
each year through generous donations
to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.
“The people that help with these
organizations are truly giving from
their heart,” King said.

OF GREATER DENVER AND NORTHERN COLORADO

Over 2 MILLION FEET INSTALLED IN COLORADO!
Made In America • FREE In-Home Estimate!
*Available at time of estimate only!

*Maximum available discount 50% Off 3/1/16 rate card. Call for details. (Offer expires 5/13/16) *Based on a 2014 study.

METRO 303-816-3555
NORTHERN 970-300-5103

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Bible, papers identifying
her as a pilgrim and some
weather-specific gear.
She said she does not carry a phone,
camera or money. She simply walks
toward a holy site until she encounters
people, at which point she will ask for
a place to stay for the night. She said
she has never had to spend the night
outside.
“It’s a very simple, basic life,” she
said. “No cell phone, no stress.”
Sieben was first exposed to the concept of pilgrimage through her grandmother, who would often take bus trips
to the shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre,
for whom Sieben is named. However,
Sieben said she didn’t understand the
deeper meaning of pilgrimage until she
was an adult.
The concept of pilgrimage, or a journey to a holy site, has existed nearly as
long as religion. Christ himself journeyed to Jerusalem with his parents
and later, his disciples. Members of the
early Church would travel to visit the
graves of apostles and martyrs. They
would eventually build shrines in their
honor across the known lands of Christendom. As Christianity spread, pilgrims established routes across Europe,
India, Africa, and the Holy Land.
Sieben was connected to one of these
ancient pilgrimage routes while living
in Europe.
“Ten years ago, I was living and working in Europe. In Europe, they have
a cultural tradition that after you’ve
been working for 20 years, you take a
year’s sabbatical. Pilgrimage, especially
through the Camino [de Santiago] in
Spain is well known,” Sieben said.
She decided to walk the Camino de
Santiago in Spain for 11 days until she
reached the shrine of the Apostle St.
James in the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela. She found the pilgrimage to her liking, and decided to go on
another. And another. Having no family
to rush back to, she began embrace life
as a pilgrim.
“At the end of [the second pilgrimage], I decided I was in no hurry to go
back and work,” Sieben said. “I decided I
liked it, and I have no family or commitments of any kind, so instead of going
back and renewing my career, I went
on another pilgrimage.”
Sieben’s attraction to the pilgrim life
is not an anomaly in the history of the
Church. In fact, this idea of pilgrimage
is written into the very DNA of Catholicism. Apologists have understood for
ages that the Church is a people journeying to their final home, Heaven. The
Catechism also teaches that every visible church and holy place is a reminder

of our shared pilgrimage.
“Our visible churches, holy places,
are images of that holy city, the heavenly Jerusalem, toward which we are
making our way on pilgrimage,” paragraph 1198 of the Catechism states.
This idea is threaded throughout the
documents of Vatican II. Pope St. John
Paul II even reflected extensively on
Mary’s role as the first Christian pilgrim
in his encyclical Redemptoris Mater.
“As the People of God, the Church
makes her pilgrim way towards eternity through faith, in the midst of all the
peoples and nations, beginning from the
day of Pentecost,” he wrote. “[Mary’s]
exceptional pilgrimage of faith represents a constant point of reference
for the Church, for individuals and for
communities, for peoples and nations
and, in a sense, for all humanity.”
Sieben admits that her first two pilgrimages were done more for the sake
of curiosity than piety. She enjoyed the
thrill of meeting individuals from all
over the world, and relying on people’s
generosity to meet her basic needs for
food, shelter and water. However, she
said that her understanding of pilgrimage has developed along with her skill
set. She said that at the heart of her
understanding of pilgrimage is Jesus’
commandment to “love thy neighbor
as thyself.”
“Jesus made two things clear: Love
God above all else, and love your neighbor as yourself,” Sieben said. “Someone’s got to make the effort to go and
meet the neighbors of the world.”
Her experience meeting those neighbors has led her everywhere from the
tombs of the Apostles in Europe to
Northern Africa during the Arab Spring.
She’s even come across armed men in
South American jungles while walking
from Buenos Aires to Mexico City.
“They were always so shocked
they would just greet me with a great
response,” she says, with the same
amount of concern one might assign
to being stopped by a Jehovah’s Witness
at Wal-Mart.
She said that she never knows who
she will meet—or where she will sleep—
during these journeys. She also does not
know where the conversation will go,
but says she enjoys discovering.
“I’m not out to evangelize. I’m not
even out to bring peace, because that
will quickly become political. But trust
is trust, and trust between people is
trust. Trust is something I go out to
actively build and people really are very
helpful to me. Every reaction I get is
different and unpredictable. Sometimes
it’s really a life-changing moment for
the people I encounter. I just go with

Sieben at Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré, where she spent Easter
Sunday. Sieben gives talks on her life as a pilgrim and
encourages everyone to try a pilgrimage. photos provided by Éric
lalibertÉ /bottes et vÉlo

it. I don’t have an agenda,” she said. “I
just smile and ask for help and it always
starts a conversation.”
Sieben spent several years walking
established pilgrimage routes along the
world, including a trek from Europe to
Jerusalem that took her through Libya
and Syria during the Arab Spring. “It
was a chance I took and succeeded,”
she said in her matter-of-fact style.
However, she began to think she should
explore the idea of doing her pilgrimages in the United States.
“People kept saying that of course
I could do a pilgrimage like that in
Europe, but I could never do that in
the Americas. So I went from Denver
to Mexico City,” Sieben said.
That pilgrimage took her across
Mexican deserts, with a final destination at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. She found that
strangers were just as willing to provide water as shelter. However, Sieben
wasn’t done proving the possibility of
pilgrimage in the Americas.
North America does not have
famous, established pilgrimage routes
like countries with millennia of Catholic history. However, there are least
three established routes here, with
more being developed right now.
Sieben decided to explore one of

PILGRIM VOCABULARY
Pilgrimage: A journey to
holy a place. This journey
is symbolic of every Christian’s journey to Heaven.
Companion pilgrim: Someone who receives help,
guidance and accommodation on their route.
Sabbatical pilgrim: A pilgrim who spends several
months on their journey,
then returns to “normal life.”
Mendicant pilgrims: People
who spend their lives dedicated to the mission of
pilgrimage. They may be
consecrated as a pilgrim
at a special ceremony.
LEARN MORE

Ann Sieben’s blog: http://
winterpilgrim.blogspot.com/
Society of Servant Pilgrims: http://www.societyofservantpilgrims.com/
Creatio: http://creatioweb.org/
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You are cordially invited to a
“Legacy Celebration” of St. Louis Catholic School
1929-2016
Commemorative Mass
Sunday, May 1, 2016 12:00 Noon
Reception
Sunday, May 1, 2016 1:15 pm
Gym and School Open House
Sunday, May 1, 2016 1:30 pm-4:00 pm
Visit classrooms / Take a walk back in time / Reminisce with fellow classmates

Visit our website at www.stlouiscatholicschool.org

 May 13-15






these routes by spending the winter
walking from Denver to Quebec,
reaching the Cathedral of St. Anne de
Beaupre on Easter Sunday. She said that
while her introduction to pilgrim life
took place on established routes, she
now enjoys being a pioneer pilgrim on
the American trails.
“You don’t have to fly to Spain to be
a pilgrim. You’ll have a lot more fun if
you don’t... [The Camino de Santiago]
is so commercialized. You can have a
good time, of course, but it’s not such
an authentic experience,” Sieben said.
In fact, she says her own faith grew as
she became a much simpler pilgrim. She
said it went from “low-tech tourism” to
prayerful pilgrimage.
“Every pilgrimage, I’ve learned my
skills and honed them. It’s gone from
being a tourist-y experience to being a
faith-based and faith-filled pilgrimage,”
Sieben said.
Sieben is so dedicated to the concept

of accessible pilgrimages, she’s even
created a group to help promote them.
The Society of Servant Pilgrims teaches
that anyone can be a pilgrim. It often
partners with the Denver-based Creatio
to help groups plan pilgrimages.
“It doesn’t have to be the extreme
pilgrimage like I do. Mostly, [pilgrimages] are very organized and cultural
and historical and spiritual,” Sieben
said. “A pilgrimage can just be for a long
weekend...You can even be a posh pilgrim.” She defines “posh” as not sleeping on a parish hall floor.
Whether one begs for money and
shelter the whole way, or decides to
include some comforts, Sieben said
one thing unites all Christian pilgrims.
“A pilgrim must have a destination,”
she said.
That can be Mother Cabrini Shrine,
or even the tomb of an apostle. But
every Christian has a final destination
in common: Heaven.

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays
British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece / Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

Weekend Retreat (Women)
May 16-25
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
May 27-29
Serenity Retreat (Men & Women)
June 13-22
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
June 24-July 3
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
July 5-14
Eight-Day Silent Directed Retreat
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

The sun is shining, the
temps are rising and
to celebrate we’ve raised
some of our rates, too!

1.45% APY 1.70% APY
2.00% APY

*

*

36-Month Certificate of Deposit

48-Month Certificate of Deposit

*

60-Month Certificate of Deposit

Bring in or mention this ad to receive these great rates!

A simple way to save.
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations today!
Disclosure
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY). All rates are subject to change, without notice, at any time prior to the issuance
of the certificate. After the point of issuance, dividend rates and APY are fixed. All deposits are insured up to
$250,000 by the NCUA. Early withdrawal penalties apply and may decrease your principal balance. The minimum
opening balance to earn the advertised APY is $500. Credit Union membership is
required. Upon maturity certificates of deposit maybe renewed automatically for the
same term and current rate. Interest accrued daily and paid monthly.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Traveling in faith: Archbishop Aquila to
lead pilgrimage to Italy for Jubilee Year
P
BY AARON LAMBERT

ilgrimage is an important part
of the Christian life, and Pope
Francis has called the faithful
to live this out during the Jubilee Year
of Mercy.
In response to the Holy Father’s call
for pilgrimage during the Year of Mercy,
the Archdiocese of Denver is hosting a
pilgrimage to Italy. The pilgrimage will
be led by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
and one of Denver’s own Missionaries
of Mercy designated by Pope Francis for
the Jubilee Year, Monsignor J. Anthony
McDaid. The pilgrimage will take place
Sept. 16-26.
“God is always ready to pour out his
mercy on us, but we are privileged to
be living in the Jubilee Year of Mercy,
which offers us the chance to receive
special graces through pilgrimage,”
Archbishop Aquila wrote in a letter

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and Monsignor J. Anthony McDaid
will lead a pilgrimage to Italy from Sept. 16-26 as part of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. stock photo

Encounter God’s Mercy
on Pilgrimage!
Sept.16 – 26, 2016
$4,275
Join Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, Msgr. J. Anthony McDaid,
J.C.D., Pastor of Risen Christ Catholic Parish &
Members of the Archdiocese of Denver in Italy
Sept.19 – 29, 2016
$3, 892
Journey in the Footsteps of the North American Martyrs
with Kathy McGovern, Denver Writer & Scripture Teacher
Oct.12 – 22, 2016
$3,750
Travel to Lourdes and Fatima with Fr. Cliff McMillan, Pastor
of Sacred Heart of Mary Catholic Church & Ben Lager,
Teacher of Church History and Scripture
Oct. 16 – 29, 2016
$4,649
Walk in the Footsteps of St. Faustina and St. John Paul II in
Poland and go to Rome & Assisi with Msgr. Thomas Fryar,
Pastor of St. Thomas More Catholic Parish

Contact: Religious Travel International, LLC
Phone: 303-563-6261 or 303-563-6255
www.rtijourneys.com

promoting the pilgrimage.
In planning the pilgrimage, the
archdiocese called on Jane Luzietti
and John Magee of the Denver-based
Catholic travel agency Religious Travel
International (RTI) to develop an itinerary that explored a message of mercy,
while at the same time highlighting
lesser known saints and religious sites
associated with Italy.
The itinerary they developed for the
archdiocesan pilgrimage will take the
pilgrims to several fascinating locations
within Italy that are associated with
Catholic saints and miracles. These
include the regions where St. Padre
Pio conducted his ministry during his
lifetime, Lanciano, the place where
the first Eucharistic Miracle occurred,
and Manoppello, where Veronica’s Veil
resides.
Luzietti felt inspired to include
Manoppello in this particular pilgrimage because she had visited the site
herself the Fall prior. Manoppello is
home to Veronica’s Veil, also called the
Face of Jesus. It is a cloth made from
sea silk that contains a vivid image of
a man’s face, and science hasn’t been
able to explain how the image got there.
Studies have indicated in the past that
it could be the cloth that covered Jesus’
face at the resurrection, though there
is no formal proof to back this claim.
Regardless, Luzietti said sitting

in the church that housed Veronica’s
Veil was one of the most profound faith
experiences she’d ever had, and she
wanted the pilgrims to experience it
for themselves.
“The face is so alive. I was in that
church all alone and it was honestly
the most mystical experience I’ve had
in my life,” Luzietti said. “Pope Francis
speaks a lot about looking into the face
of Jesus during the Year of Mercy, and
I thought, wow, what a perfect place to
do that.”
Another interesting site the pilgrims
will get a chance to visit is Norcia, the
birthplace of St. Benedict and his sister,
St. Scholastica. In 2000, a Benedictine
community went to Norcia and re-established a Benedictine Monastery there.
This particular community of Benedictine monks brew beer in the very old
tradition of the Benedictines, which they
call birra nursia, and is quite famous in
that region of the world. Pilgrims will
have the opportunity to partake in this
drink whilst enjoying hospitality in the
famous Benedictine tradition.
The last few days of the pilgrimage
will be spent in Rome. Pilgrims will
have the opportunity to visit the major
Papal basilicas, the Vatican and ancient
Rome. Archbishop Aquila will lead the
pilgrims through the threshold of one
of the Holy Doors, and on the final day,
the pilgrims will get to participate in a
Papal Mass celebrated by Pope Francis
himself in St. Peter’s Square.
The idea of pilgrimage goes back
to the earliest of times, Magee said,
when early Christians would travel to
holy sites. Traveling to experience the
world’s cultures and see landmarks
are good things in and of themselves,
Magee said, but going on pilgrimage
presents a unique opportunity to travel
and view the world through the eyes
of faith.
“When you take a pilgrimage, you
step into the mystery of God and you
realize that you’re a part of that mystery
in your own life,” Luzietti said. “There’s
really nothing quite like it.”

i

PILGRIMAGE

Cost: $4,275
Deadline: June 8
Visit: http://rtijourneys.com
to register, or call 303-5636261 or 303-563-6255
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Legacy celebration to honor St. Louis
Catholic School’s rich history
S

Due to decreasing
attendance and
increasing financial
constraints, the
Archdiocese of
Denver made
the decision to
close St. Louis
Catholic School in
Englewood in June.

BY DENVER CATHOLIC

t. Louis Catholic School will
host a Legacy Celebration on
May 1 to celebrate the 87 years
that the school has proudly served the
community.
The Legacy Celebration will include
a commemorative Mass at 12 p.m., officiated by Father Robert Reycraft, pastor
of St. Louis Catholic Church since 1999.
School tours and an open house in the
gym and cafeteria with exhibits highlighting each decade of the school’s
history along with sports memorabilia
will take place between 1:30 - 4 p.m. A
reception with light refreshments will
begin at 1:15 p.m. as guests enjoy a walk
down memory lane.
Due to declining enrollment over the
past several years and financial challenges felt by many education systems
around the country, the school will
close its doors in June.
“It is with sadness that this will
be the last school year for St. Louis
School,” Father Reycraft said. “I thank
the parents who dedicated so much of
themselves to our school. I thank Mrs.
Hagen, principal, who worked tirelessly
over decades in devotion to the school.
I thank the parishioners of St. Louis
Parish who supported school activities and all of our many benefactors
including the Archdiocese of Denver.
I thank all of the teachers and support
staff throughout the years.”
St. Louis School has been an integral part of the lives of thousands of
families in south central Denver and
beyond since it was founded in 1929.

photo by andrew wright/
denver catholic

Enrollment hit its peak in the late 1960s
but has eventually declined to its lowest
level with only 80 students today. The
U.S. Catholic school system nationwide
reached an all-time high of 4.5 million
elementary school students in the mid1960s but today has fewer than 1.5 million elementary students.
With heartfelt gratitude, St. Louis
School Principal Pattie Hagen said, “We
take pride in each alumnus whether
retired, an active member of society or
a freshman starting your high school
experience. You are our legacy. Go
Tigers! We are honored by every educator, parent and coach, who chose St.
Louis Catholic School to be part of their
faith journey and daily life experience.
Thank you.”
St. Louis School invites all former
students and teachers to join this

special legacy celebration on May 1.
Everyone in the community is welcome
to attend this free event.

For more information about St.
Louis School, visit http://www.stlouiscatholicschool.org/

Helping You Honor Life

NEWS IN BRIEF

New orthodox rector
appointed in Denver
Archpriest Robert Gordanier was
appointed the new rector of the Orthodox
Cathedral Church of the Resurrection. The
Church of the Resurrection is a Christian
orthodox church in Denver, located at 4190
Xavier Street. Archpriest Gordanier also
currently serves as mayor of the town of
Lakeside. photo provided

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com
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The Knights of Columbus hierarchy
The first rule of being in the Knights of Columbus is you don’t talk about being in the Knights.
Ok, that’s not entirely true, but part of the draw of the Knights of Columbus is that it’s a secret
fraternal organization for Catholic men. As such, there are certain aspects of being a Knight
that only Knights can know about. However, the Denver Catholic was able to do some digging
and learn about the diﬀerent ranks of the Knights of Columbus, the perks and swags that
come with each rank, and some other, lesser-known facts about this great organization.
There are four degrees of the Knights of Columbus. Each degree
ceremony includes a lesson on the principle for that degree.

FIRST DEGREE

SECOND DEGREE

Principle: Charity
Perks: Entry to meetings,
access to benefits
Swag:
Lapel pin
Rosary
Book:
These Men They Call Knights
Subscription to Columbia Magazine

Principle: Unity
Perks: Stepping stone to higher degrees

FOURTH DEGREE
Principle: Patriotism
Perks: Option of joining the Color Corps
Swag:
Chapeau
Tuxedo
Baldric (sash)
New lapel pin
Sword

THIRD DEGREE
Principle: Fraternity
Perks: Full knighthood, can hold oﬃce
within Council

photo by James baca

FREE PARENT SAFETY CLASSES
Parents and guardians love their kids, and safety is a constant concern.
To help with the vital task of creating a safe environment for
our children, the Archdiocese of Denver offers over 300 parent
and guardian safety classes per year.
Information about internet safety, school safety and more can be found
at archden.org/child-protection.
Our free classes highlight important facts about child sexual abuse,
help you identify situations where sexual abuse might occur, and give
you simple and effective strategies for protecting children.
All training sessions are free and last only two hours.

Looking to be Mortgage
Free in 10 Years?
Rates as low as

3.75% APR

*

We have an affordable option with lower
closing fees than a conventional home loan.

Contact us today!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient locations.

Bringing Catholic
Values to Financial
Services
Office of Child and Youth Protection
Christi.Sullivan@ArchDen.org

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

APR* = Annual Percentage Rate. Some restrictions may apply.
See website for more details.

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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y explained (and other interesting facts)
Three things you didn’t know about
the Knights of Columbus:

Famous men you didn’t know were
Knights of Columbus:

1. The Knights of Columbus was founded by Father Michael

J. McGivney in 1882 in New Haven, Conn. At the time, Catholic
immigrants were met with hostility by society, and though
fraternal organizations were growing in popularity, one didn’t
exist that aligned with the teachings of the Catholic Church. To
add to this, dangerous working conditions left many families
fatherless, forcing widowed women and children into poverty.
Father McGivney sought to form a Catholic fraternity that
promoted fellowship among Catholic men and provided for
those families who lost their breadwinner. He gathered a group
of men at his parish, and the Knights were born.

Babe Ruth

That’s right, the Great Bambino was a Knight…no wonder he hit so
many home runs.

President John K. Kennedy

At his inauguration address, the first Catholic president of the United
States was quoted as saying, “Ask not what the Knights of Columbus
can do for you, ask what you can do for the Knights…” or something like
that, right?
photo kofc .org

Floyd Patterson

Two-time heavyweight boxing world champion revealed his inner
Knight when he said, “It’s easy to do anything in victory. It’s in defeat
that a man reveals himself.”

2. The Knights have a disaster-preparedness fund which they use to assist the community in

the event of a natural disaster. Knights councils will mobilize and provide assistance to first
responders, and they donate money and resources to provide relief to those who need it.

3. Knights councils all around Colorado have raised money for and provided a total of 10
ultrasound machines in women’s clinics around the state. The first one they placed was at
Alternatives Pregnancy Center at 14th and Blake.

Vince Lombardi

That trophy you get when you win the Super Bowl? Yeah, that was
named after a faithful Catholic man who happened to be a Knight. Take
that, pop culture!
photos wikicommons
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Knights go “into the deep” with new
spiritual enrichment initiative
BY BRUCE TAWSON AND
STEPHEN SWEENEY

O

ur Catholic faith teaches us
to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” The Knights of Columbus
believe this in the context of charity, the
first principle of the Order. In order for
this charity to feed the depths of others,
Knights need to be able to pull from the
depths of our faith. At the 2015 Colorado State Knights of Columbus State
Convention, state deputy Jim Caffrey
approved the “Knights to Christ” spiritual enrichment initiative. This initiative was designed to create a closer
personal relationship with the Holy
Trinity. It also focuses on reducing, if
not eliminating, our reluctance to share
our beliefs with others.
The platform for the initiative is
the time-honored meditation book,

Knights to Christ. The book was developed under the stewardship of Past
State Deputy Jerry O’Connor over ten
years ago. Today, it is read on a daily
basis by Knights around the Order.
Several programs using Knights to
Christ have recently been developed
in support of the Initiative.
FAITH SHARING GROUPS
Councils around the state are establishing faith-sharing groups where small
groups of Knights gather weekly or
bi-weekly to share experiences from their
meditations of passages from Knights to
Christ. This has helped to build the case
for the new evangelization among these
Knights and their communities.
RETREATS
The initiative has developed a oneday retreat format that delves into the

Order’s four guiding principles: charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.
Those attending participate in small
discussion groups that read and discuss
selected readings from the Knights to
Christ. The retreat includes Mass or
some other spiritual devotion. Knights
emerging from the retreat have a closer
bond of brotherhood and a deeper experience of the Holy Spirit and the Order’s
four principles.
PODCASTS
Knights across the state have
expressed a desire to listen to these
meditations while they are on the run.
This feature of the initiative is still
under development.
WEEKLY EMAILS
A recently conceived “value-add” to
the initiative, members of the Knights

throughout Colorado receive “Pray
with Knights to Christ” emails every
Saturday morning, serving as a weekly
e-reminder of our obligation to remain
faithful.
VIDEO
A new video about the spiritual
enrichment program is in the planning
stages. The video will be available to
Knights across the state and will likely
appear in various social media outlets.
KNIGHTS TO CHRIST

For more information and
to order Knights to Christ,
visit us at http://www.knightstochrist.org, call us at 844265-6321, or order your own
copy at http://www.amazon.
com/dp/B008R526SE

Relics of Christ’s Passion

Presented at Parishes in Celebration of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
Event is Designed to Connect Participants to the Roots of their Faith

The Relics of the Passion presentation is organized into a meditative program with supporting
musical pieces that serve as a guide to help you accompany Jesus through His suffering during
the Passion, ending in an opportunity for personal veneration of the relics. The collection
includes 8 rare holy relics that would only be seen in collections generally found in Rome or
the Holy Land.
Hosted by the Knights of Columbus

Colorado Tour Relics from the Passion and True Cross
Will be Venerated May 22nd through My 31st, 2016 at the following Parishes

Relics You Will Personally Witness Include
•
•
•
•
•
•

The relic of the True Cross
A piece of stone from the table or room where the Last Supper was held
A piece of the Column of Flagellation
A piece of the Crown of Thorns
The effigy of the Veil of Veronica (touched to the original veil)
A replica of the holy nail which contains filings taken from the true
nails that were imbedded in copies to make relics of a lower class
• A piece of bone from St. Longinus, the centurion that pierced the side
of Jesus
• A thread from the cloth used as the wrapping for the Burial Shroud.

St. Vincent De Paul
St. Joan of Arc
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Mary’s
St. Jude
St. Cajetan
St. Bernadette
Queen of Peace
St. Mary’s
Mother Cabrini Shrine

Denver
Arvada
Northglenn
Littleton
Lakewood
Denver
Lakewood
Aurora
Colo. Springs
Golden

Sunday, May 22nd
Monday, May 23rd
Tuesday, May 24th
Tuesday, May 24th
Wednesday, May 25th
Thursday, May 26th
Friday, May 27th
Friday, May 27th
Saturday, May 28th
Tuesday, May 31st

3:00 PM
8:30 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
8:30 AM
6:00 PM
8:30 AM

This service is usually an hour and a half long. You will have time to venerate the relics
after the procession and meditations.

For information, contact the listed parishes or go to: www.apostolateforholyrelics.com
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Archdiocese of Denver for their selfless service to us all...
wish to thank all the clergy and religious

Knights

Serving: Holy Cross Parish
Thornton

Colorado State
Council

Saint Louis Pilgrimage
Council #14443

of Columbus

Saint Thomas More
Council #10205

Wishes to thank our
State Chaplains for their Service

Serving: Saint Thomas More Parish
Centennial
Deacons:
Pastor:
Rev Msgr Thomas Fryar
Fr Israel Gonsolves
Fr Greg Lesher
Fr Rohan Miranda

Rev Mr George Brown
Rev Mr Bob Cropp
Rev Mr Tim Kenny
Rev Mr Alan Rastrelli
Rev Mr Gary Rogge
Rev Mr Steve Stemper

Saint Jude Council
Council #16052
Serving:

St Jude Parish Lakewood

Pastor:

Rev Msgr Robert J Kinkel
Fr Darrell Schafer
Very Rev Charles Polifka, OFM
Deacons: Rev Mr Michael Bunch
Rev Mr Jay Garland
Rev Mr Alan Spears

Serving: Christ on the Mountain
Lakewood
Pastor:

Deacons: Rev Mr Mickey Webre
Rev Mr Mike Fletcher
Sr Jo Ann Timmerman, OP

Pastor: Very Rev Michael Pavlakovich, VF
Fr John Green

Bishop Evans Council Council #10122
Serving: Queen Of Peace Parish, Aurora
Deacons:
Rev Mr David Baez,
Rev Mr Bill Senger, Rev Mr Matthew Magee,
Rev Mr Efra Prvneda, Rev Mr Daniel Ciucci

Serving: St. Pius X Parish, Aurora
Pastor:

Fr Jorge Aguera

Deacons:

Serving:

St Francis of Assisi Parish
Longmont

Fr David Allen

Deacons: Rev Mr Joe Donohoe
Rev Mr Rich Montagne
Rev Mr Mark Wolbach

Fr Felix P Medina-Algaba
Fr Jose Anibal Chicas
Fr Mathias Constant Bryiha

Fr Steven Voss
Fr Tom Seweryn
Fr Greg Ames

Longmont Council
Council #1313

Serving: Light of the World Parish
Littleton

Pastor:

Pastor:

Christ on the Mountain
Council #7640

Serving: Risen Christ Parish, Denver

Deacons: Rev Mr Joe Babish
Rev Mr Tim Unger
Rev Mr Mark Salvato

Serving: St Joseph Fort Collins

Deacons: Rev Mr Warren Lybarger

Father Francis
Syrianey Council #12567

Rev Msgr Anthony McDaid, JCD
Fr Lawrence Christensen, CM

Fort Collins
Council #1214

Fr Sean J McGrath State Chaplain
Fr John D Stearns Assoc Co. Springs
Fr Mark Bettinger Assoc Pueblo

Our Lady of the Luminous
Mysteries Council #13301
Pastor:

Holy Cross
Council #16084

Rev Mr Jim Blume
Rev Mr Dusty Martin
Rev Mr James Claver

Notre Dame
Catholic Parish
Notre Dame Catholic Parish
Rev. Michael Gass – Pastor
With sincere appreciation to the
Southwest Knights of Columbus
Council #4844
Your service to our parish is a
great inspiration and we are blessed
to have your support.
2190 S. Sheridan Blvd., Denver, CO 80219, 303-935-3900
www.denvernotredame.org

Pastor:
Fr Frank Maroney
Deacons: Rev Mr George Thierjung
Rev Mr Richard Pelis

Dr Earl C Bach
Council #3340
Serving: St Mary’s Parish, Littleton
Pastor: Fr Javier Nieva, Fr Luis Granados,
Fr Armando Marsal, Fr Jamie de Cendra,
Br Rafel Palos (all DCJM’s)
Deacons: Rev Mr Greg Frank, Rev Mr
Anthony Dudzic, Rev Mr Jack Sutton, Rev
Mr Tim Kilbarger, Rev Mr David Thompson

Saint Joan of Arc
Council #12392

Pastor:
Fr Jorge Rodriquez
Deacons: Rev Mr. Mario Vielma
Rev Mr Ruben Estrada, Rev Mr Juan
Salas, Rev Mr Russell Halpine

Serving: Saint Louis Parish
Englewood
Pastor: Fr Robert Reycraft
Pastoral Asst: Sr. Margaret Quinn, RSM

Our Lady of Fatima
Council #9597
Serving: Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Lakewood
Pastor:

Fr Henri Tshibambe
Fr Frank Lomica
Deacons: Rev Mr Rich Boyd
Rev Mr Joe Hawley
Rev Mr Glenn Allison
Rev Mr Mike Daly

Archbishop James V
Casey Council #9349
Serving: St Frances Cabrini Parish
Littleton
Pastor:

Fr Sean McGrath
Fr Nathan Goebel
Deacons: Rev Mr Chet Ubowski,
Rev Mr Joe Donohoe, Rev Mr Paul
Grimm, Rev Mr Witold Engel

Bishop Tihen Council
#4796 - Denver

Serving: Saint Joan of Arc Parish
Arvada

Serving: Saint Cajetan, Presentation of Our
Lady and Saint Anthony of Padua Parishes

Pastor:
Fr Joseph Cao
Deacons: Rev Mr Joe Gerber,
Rev Mr Rex Pilger, Rev Mr Matt Archer,
Rev Mr Hugh Downey

Pastor: Fr Lorenzo Uribe, Fr Ed Poehlman,
Fr Mark Kovacik, Fr Franklin Sequeira,
Fr Salvador Sisneros, Fr Peter Urban

Sr Margaret Thomas

Deacons: Rev Mr Phil Harrington,
Rev Mr Paul Zajac, Rev Salvador Cisneros,
Rev Mr Arturo Araiza, Rev Mr Eugene Torres
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The following parishes would like to express their gratitude for over 125 years of charitable contributions
All Souls – Englewood

Rev. Samuel Morehead, Pastor
4950 S. Logan Street
303-789-0007
We are thankful for Knights of Columbus
Msgr. Omer V. Foxhoven Council #14398,
for their service to our Parish.

St. Anthony – Sterling

Very Rev. Michael Bodzioch, Pastor
Rev. Herman Nsubuga, Parochial Vicar
326 S. 3rd Street
970-522-6422
St. Anthony Parish would like to thank
our worthy Knights and their Ladies
for all their tremendous support. Their
presence in prayer, ministry and outreach
build up our Parish family.

Blessed Sacrament – Denver

Rev. Chris Hellstrom, Pastor
4900 Mountview Boulevard
303-355-7361
Thank you, Knights of Columbus,
Bishop Machebeuf Council #4647,
for your continual service to
Blessed Sacrament Parish!

Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception – Denver

Very Rev. Ronald W Cattany, Pastor
1535 Logan Street
303-831-7010
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception salutes and thanks all Knights of
Columbus for their service to the Church.

Saint Mark – Westminster

Rev. Kenneth Koehler, Pastor
3141 W. 96th Avenue
303-466-8720
Knights of Columbus Council #13131,
we thank you for your support of our Parish.

Christ on the Mountain – Lakewood

Rev. David Allen, Pastor
13922 W. Utah Avenue
303-988-2222
Fr. David, the Deacons and the Parish
Staff would like to thank the Knights of
Columbus, Council #7640 for the
exceptional work that you do for the
Church and community as a whole. You have
always been there for our Parish, providing
spiritual leadership and fantastic
fish fry dinners. Thank you Knights.

Saint Clare of Assisi – Edwards
and Saint Mary – Eagle

Rev. James Baird, Pastor
31622 U.S. Highway 6
970-926-2821
We are grateful for the work and the
Knights in our Parish. We ask the Lord
to continue to bless them in the spirit
of the Gospel.

Saint Francis of Assisi – Longmont

Rev. Frank Maroney, Pastor
Deacon George Thierjung
Deacon Mauro Sanchez and Parishioners
3791 Pike Road
303-772-6322
Knights of Columbus Council #1313
and Longmont Assembly 94, we
thank you for your support of our Parish.

Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church – Lafayette

Rev. Msgr. Robert L. Amundsen, Pastor
715 Cabrini drive
303-665-5103
Thank you Knights of Columbus Council
#5237 and Mary’s Hands for your tremendous
Support for the parish, for your ongoing
Encouragement of vocations and for your
spiritual and community leadership.

Immaculate Heart of Mary –
Northglenn

Rev. James Spahn, Pastor
Rev. Joseph Doman, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Francis Saleth, Parochial Vicar
11385 Grant Drive
303-452-2041 • www.ihmco.org
Council #7502 – Youth, teens, seniors –
you help our Parish family in so many ways.
We thank all of you, your wives and the
Ladies Auxiliary for making “Stewardship
a Way of Life” here at Immaculate Heart
of Mary. May God bless you abundantly!

Saint Joan of Arc – Arvada

Rev. Joseph Cao, Pastor
Deacons & Parishioners
12735 W. 58th Avenue
303-420-1232
Thank you Knights of Columbus Council
#12392, for all you do…to support the
Magisterium, the Culture of Life, our
Pastor and for your active participation in
Parish life and outreach to the poor and
needy of Arvada and metro Denver.

Saint Joseph Catholic Parish –
Ft. Collins

Rev. Steven Voss, Pastor
Fr. Tom Seweryn, Parochial Vicar
300 W. Mountain Avenue
970-482-4148
Thank you Knights, for all your yummy
pancake breakfasts, fish fries and the good
deeds you do for our community!

Saint Joseph – Golden

Rev. Matt Book, Pastor
969 Ulysses Street
303-279-4464
Many thanks to the St. Joseph Knights of
Columbus – Our Lady of the Mountain
Council #5757, for supporting the life
of our Parish.
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The following parishes would like to express their gratitude for over 125 years of charitable contributions
Saint Jude Catholic Church –
Lakewood

Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Kinkel, Pastor
9405 W. Florida Avenue
303-988-6435
www.saintjudelakewood.org
Thank you, Knights, for all the wonderful
ministry you provide at St. Jude.
May the Lord bless and keep you and
your families.

Light of the World – Littleton

Very Rev. Michael Pavlakovich,
V.F., Pastor
10316 W. Bowles Avenue
303-973-3969
Many thanks to the Knights of Columbus
Council #12567 and Jesus, Light of the
World Assembly #3300 who, with their
wives, continue to be an outstanding
support and witness to our Parish family
and to the whole community.

Saint Louis – Englewood

Rev. Robert Reycraft, Pastor
3310 Sherman Street
303-761-3940
Thank you, Knights of Columbus Council
#14443, for supporting our Parish
and spreading the Gospel message of
love. Thank you for the monthly breakfasts
and attendance at Parish events.

Saint Mary – Littleton

Rev. Javier Nieva, D.C.J.M., Pastor
6853 S. Prince Street
303-798-8506
www.stmarylittleton.org
Knights of Columbus Dr. Earl C. Bach
Council # 3340 – Thank you for your
generosity to our parishioners. Your joyful
service is an inspiration to us all.

Saint Michael the Archangel – Aurora
Rev. Terry Kissell, Pastor
19099 E. Floyd Ave
303-609-6797
Thank you, Knights of Columbus Council
#11732, for all that you do for our Parish!

Nativity of Our Lord – Broomfield
Rev. Michael Carvill, Pastor
Rev. Accursio Ciaccio, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Gabriele Azzalin, In Residence
900 W. Midway Boulevard
303-469-5171
Thank you, Knights of Columbus Council
#10961, for blessing Nativity with such
dedicated service, prayer and ministry.
We are truly grateful!

Our Lady of Mount Carmel – Denver
Rev. Hugh M. Guentner, O.S.M., Pastor
3549 Navajo Street
303-455-0447
We are grateful to the Knights of Columbus
Council #3319 for all you do for our Parish.

Our Lady of the Plains – Byers

Rev. Jeff Wilborn, Pastor
186 N McDonnel Street
303-822-5880
Thanks to Knights of Columbus Council
#13221 for your dedication to our Parish,
to the life-saving blood drive and to
special education.

Saint Thomas More – Centennial

Rev. Msgr. Thomas Fryer, Pastor
8035 S. Quebec Street
303-770-1155
We thank Knights of Columbus Council
#10205 and the Ladies Auxiliary for your
continued dedication and service to the
Church and our Parish.

Our Lady of the Valley – Windsor and
St. Mary – Ault
Rev. Gregg Pedersen, Pastor
1250 7th Street
970-686-5084
With grateful hearts, we honor you for
all of your generous dedication to our Lord,
our Church, our community and our
parishioners. Congratulations on being
awarded a Star Council! May God
bless you in every way!

Risen Christ Catholic Parish –
Denver

Rev. Msgr. J. Anthony McDaid,
J.C.D., Pastor
3060 S Monaco Parkway
303-758-8826
Thank you to Our Lady of the Luminous
Mysteries, Knight of Columbus Council
#13301, and the Ladies Auxiliary for
all the you do for our Parish!

Spirit of Christ – Arvada

Rev. David Bluejacket, Pastor
7400 W. 80th Avenue
303-422-9173
Spirit of Christ Catholic Community gives
thanks and praise to the Knights of Columbus
Council #12979 for your dedicated services,
loving witness and sincere devotion to us all.

Saint Stephen Catholic Church &
School – Glenwood Springs
Rev. Bert Chilson, Pastor
Rev. Joseph Lajoie, Parochial Vicar
1885 Blake Avenue
970-945-6673
With grateful hearts we honor you,
Knights of Columbus Council #2308, for
your dedication to our Lord and Church
and school communities.
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Around the Archdiocese

Father Gabriel
Weber dies

“A sign of hope”:
Colorado School of Mines

BY MELISSA KEATING

BY MELISSA KEATING

F

ather Gabriel Mary Weber died
on April 6. He was a retired Servite priest living at Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel in Denver.
Father Weber was born in Buffalo,
New York in 1923. He attended college
in Wisconsin for two years before entering seminary in Illinois in 1943. He was
ordained May 15, 1949 in Chicago. After
his ordination, he was sent to parishes
in nine different states, spanning from
Portland, Oregon to Albany, Gerogia. He
also spent time in Iceland and Canada.
Father Hugh Guentner, pastor of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel and a fellow
Servite priest, said that Father Weber’s
love of travel was one of his trademarks.
He said Father Weber was especially
known for his love of pilgrimage.
“He loved to travel, especially leading pilgrimages to Marian shrines. He
really loved Medjugorje. He also led
pilgrimages to Fatima, Lourdes, and

also Rome and Israel,” Father Guentner said.
Father Guentner said that even as
Father Weber entered his nineties and
began to feel the effects of old age, he
remained dedicated to his priestly
ministry.
“He was faithful. He would concelebrate Mass, and people would come to
him and he would hear confessions,”
Father Guentner said.
Father Guentner said that the Servites charism is to provide compassion,
following the example of Mary. He said
Father Weber exemplified this by being
present to people, even chatting on the
phone and receiving visitors until the
end. The effects of this were evident in
his rosary and Mass of Christian Burial.
Father Guentner said a “few hundred”
mourners were present at each.
“He was well-loved,” Father Guentner said.

Child abuse prevention
is everybody’s call.

S

tudents and alumni of Colorado School of Mine’s Catholic
Campus Ministry gathered on
April 10 to learn how to better live the
Catholic faith as engineers.
Father Matt Book, pastor of St.
Joseph’s in Golden, in whose boundaries the college falls, said the purpose
of the night was, “to raise funds for
campus ministry, raise awareness of
what we’re doing, and have our alumni
be around each other.”
He invited Dr. Darrin Muggli to speak.
Muggli is the chair of the Engineering
Program at Benedictine College in
Atchison, Kan. Muggli said he was happy
to speak at School of Mines, as he and the
campus ministry share a common goal.
“I’m trying to provide a place where
students can come to a great Catholic
college and get an engineering degree.
They’re trying to provide Catholic formation on a secular campus. We’re two
sides of the same coin, really,” Muggli
said.
He said that given the jobs engineers hold, it is crucial that they be
well-formed.
“Engineers have these key positions
in their companies, between the upperlevel management and the workmen,”
Muggli said. “We absolutely need more
solid, Catholic engineers.”
Participants paid to come to the
dinner and took part in a silent auction.
All of the funds will go to strengthening
the School of Mines Catholic Campus
presence. Specifically, they hope to use
the funds to purchase space for them to
meet. While they already have a Catholic men’s household, they would like

to create a household for women on
the same property. They also hope to
create a sort of shared meeting space
between the two.
“Campus ministry requires space for
people to come together, where people
can share lives and pray together,”
Father Book said.
Father Book, who worked as an engineer before entering seminary, said he
hopes the dinner helped the Catholic
students to see the value of their work.
“I would hope that the first thing [the
students and alumni] walk away with is
an understanding that whatever work
we do is something we can offer to God,”
Father Book said.
Joey Schmitz, a sophomore at School
of Mines, said that he is inspired by
seeing people from engineering backgrounds, like Father Book and Muggli,
who live their faith.
“It’s really nice to see that there are
people in the industry today that are
still active in their faith life. It’s a sign of
hope to me that when I get to that stage
in my life, I’ll be able to do that, too,
because I’ve had so many examples,”
Schmitz said.

COLORADO SCHOOL OF MINES

Donate to Colorado School of
Mines Catholic Campus Ministry: http://bit.ly/1SAcLJo

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

You Dial the Number. We’ll Make the Call.

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.

1-844-CO-4-KIDS

• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

1-844-264-5437

Your confidential, toll-free call can protect a child and help a family. In an emergency, call 911.

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
co4kids.org

#co4kids

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Cemetery

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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30 	North Metro Catholic

Singles “Spring Fling”

7 p.m. – 11 p.m., Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, 11385 Grant Dr.,
Northglenn, $15. “Spring
Fling” dance for Catholic singles. For more
details, contact Sue at
303-465-1593 or Mary
Jo at 303-457-8289.
30

1

Vigil Praise

7 p.m. – 9 p.m., Christ
the King Chapel, 1300
S. Steele St., free. Join
the seminarians in glorifying Jesus Christ with
Adoration, praise and
worship, Office of Readings and Confession.
MAY

Magnificat Luncheon

1

FEATURED EVENT | MAY

Magnificat of Denver
is holding a luncheon
featuring a talk from
Dee Kerby, co-founder
of Intercessors of the
Trinity, a healing prayer
ministry in Evergreen.
For more details, contact
Marion Budz at magnificatofdenver@gmail.
com or 303-973-2613.

1 p.m., Pinehurst Country
Club, 6255 W. Quincy
Ave., Denver, $25. Catholic women’s ministry

Sealed & Sent

12 p.m., St. Louis Catholic School, 3301 South
Sherman St., Englewood,
free. St. Louis Catholic School is hosting a
legacy celebration to
celebrate the 87 years
the school has served
the Catholic community.
Remember the rich history of the school as they
prepare to close their
doors in June. Visit stlouiscatholicschool.com
for more information.

9
7 1:30 p.m., Denver Coliseum, 4600 Humboldt St.,
Denver, free. Join Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and
thousands of youth from around the archdiocese for
the first-ever Sealed & Sent event celebrating the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. For more details and tickets,
visit sealedandsent.org.

Prayer in the Square

7

10 a.m. - 11 p.m., satellite prayer communities
along the Front Range,
free. Join the public
prayer community nearest you to pray a Rosary
and Divine Mercy chaplet
ACROSS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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It’s gold
and white
with a
papal
symbol
on it

5 Start of
the day
9 J uan’s
clergyman
14 Biography
starter

16 O nline
letters
17 F
 rozen
treats
18 _ _ _ gin
fizz

M A G F R E A X A T

19 V
 egas
Casino

N O R K

A S H S O T W U E B A W W H T
S M N Y T N L W D D Q N

I

F X F H F W V A U F N O M
D Q E V M P W O J

M N
I

S

X X M H D Z

P W Q N T H A D D E U S A L P
ANDREW
BARTHOLOMEW
JAMES
JOHN
JUDAS

JUDE
MATTHEW
MATTHIAS
NATHANIEL
PAUL

PETER
PHILIP
SIMON
THADDEUS
THOMAS

3

20 M ember
of a
certain
monastic
order
22 Saint of
Avila
23 In this
24 G lide
along
smoothly
26 H er eyes
were
described
in the
Bible
(Gen
29:17)
28 High
spirits

4

5

6

7

8

9

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

24

23
26
32

33

38

27
35

34

13

31

45

49
52
60

53

54

55

56

65

66

67

68

69

70

38 Frolic
40 Knock
vigorously
41 E xude
slowly
42 O ne in
debt
43 _ _ _
Pence
46 This land
is east
of Eden
(Gen 4:16)

49 Rivers in
Spain
51 Magdalene and
the sister
of Martha
53 G oes up
57 Serve at
Mass
60 B ook of
the Bible
62 Liturgical
celebration

21 M edieval
piper
25 “…am
I my
brother’s
_ _ _?”
(Gen 4:9)

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

37 “…God
from _ _ _
God”

10 Almondflavored
liqueur

22 Lofty

61
64

35 Fuel oil

8 Vane
reading

13 Actress
Lancaster

50

63

47 J esus
met him
on the
road to
Emmaus
(Lk
24:13–35)

5 p.m. – 10 p.m., Elitch
Gardens, 2000 Elitch
Circle, Denver, $24.99
pp. Usher in Summer by
heading to Elitch Gardens for a night of fun
with a family at a special discounted rate for
Catholic school families.
For tickets, Go to elitchgardens.com and enter
promo code CATHOLIC
or visit tinyurl.com/
CatholicPrivateNight

12 Frees
46

62

32 Hypo
units

20 	Catholic Schools Private

11 N orthern
European

37

44

59

30

41

48

58

29

40

51
57

12

Information Night

7 p.m. – 8 p.m., St. John
Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., free. Mount
Saint Vincent is holding
an information night
for those considering
becoming foster parents.
Contact Melissa Maile at
mmaile@mvshome.org
or 303-458-7220
for more details.

9 Former
monetary
unit of
Spain

28

43

47

11

25

36

39

42

10

18 	Foster Care

Night at Elitch Gardens

22

21

15 E sau, for
one

O D A Y R G L M H P K J G O Z
I

2

Theology on Tap

7 p.m., Katie Mullen’s
Irish Pub, 1550 Court
Pl., Denver, free. Father
Michael O’Loughlin will
speak on the burden and
benefits of real Christian
community. Contact
mary.mcgeehan@
archden.org or 303-7153107 for more details.

for God’s love, peace
and mercy to flood our
hearts. Visit prayerinthesquare.com to find
your nearest prayer
community, or contact
mrosand@ccdenver.org
or 303-799-9299.
1

	Archbichop’s Lecture
Series: Dr. Scott Hahn

7 p.m., St. John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Renowned
Catholic author and
theologian Dr. Scott
Hahn will be featured at
the Archbishop’s Lecture Series. Dr. Hahn
will be speaking on the
relationship between
mercy and justice.
Event is at capacity.

	St. Louis Legacy
Celebration

APOSTLES
N S M F W

9

63 Of
moderate
temperature
64 B eige
65 Give
consent
66 Suffix
(zool.)

DOWN
1

If you
have
this the
size of a
mustard
seed, you
could
move a
mountain

67 Minerals

2 M oney

68 A ssaults

3 Shed _ _ _

69 Shirt
opponent
in a pick
up game

4 O ne of
four

70 See 52D

5 T
 ablets
site
6 Ululating
birds
7 Tumults

27 False
teaching
29 “ He will
rule them
with an
_ _ _ rod.”
(Rev
2:27)
30 G reek
liqueur
31 “ Those
who are
well do
not _ _ _ a
physician” (Mt
9:12)
32 Gator
33 M onk
cover
34 J olly
Roger
hand

36 Day dedicated to
Marian
devotions
(abbr.)
39 The _ _ _
Land
43 Constituent
44 H e left
sad when
Jesus
told him
to sell all
he owned
45 O nly
48 Puts back
elsewhere, as
text
50 H e saw
Jesus
in the
Temple
52 See 70A
54 E xtremely
small
55 Uncovers
56 “Quiet!”
57 O ff
yonder
58 Dreamcast
maker
59 Indian
garb
61 “…_ _ _
saw Elba”
63 Used to
be

20

APRIL 23-MAY 13, 2016 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Shout Outs

Classifieds

Catholic students build their way to
victory in Lego League Tournament

File this in the “totally awesome” category: a team of nine Catholic
homeschool students beat 300 other teams from around Colorado
at the Colorado First Lego League State Tournament. Team Automaticus Rex competed in the Lego competition on Jan. 16 at Dakota
Ridge High School and earned the first place Champion’s award for their
robot built entirely from Legos. The name “Automaticus Rex” is Latin
for “robot king,” and they indeed proved they were king of the robots in
this particular competition, though we’re sure they had help from their
patron saints King St. Louis, Teresa of Avila and Maximillian Kolbe. First
Lego League is a sports-for-the-mind competition for children aged
nine to fourteen, and its goal is to get young people excited about science
and technology while teaching them important team-building skills.
Automaticus Rex’s victory qualifies them to compete in the First Lego
League World Festival this month in St. Louis, where over 100 of the
best teams from around the world will compete. Automaticus Rex has not
only proved themselves as adept young engineers, but also that playing
with toys can indeed be great food for the heart, mind and soul. We’re
rooting for you, Automaticus Rex! photo provided
TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MAY 10
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos
SUNDAY, MAY 17
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos
SUNDAY, MAY 24
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

F
A
I
T
H

L
U
C
R
E

A
T
E
A
R

C
R
O
C

C
O
W
L

S
M
E
E

A
F
A
R

S
E
G
A

S
A
R
I

G
M O
O
T W
S L
S
P P I S
E I N
L E A H
D I E
P
R
P E
R
O P A S
M A R Y
I S T
S T
W
A
E E
D S
S

R
I
O
T
S
S
A
T
S
N
A
C
K

N
N
E

P
E
S
T E
K A T
E L A
E L
P
E R S
R I O
C L
E H E
R M
E A
I N

A
M
A
R
E
T
T
O
S
I
M
E
O
N

D
A
N
E

R
I
D
S

E
L
S
A

I
R
O
N

O
U
Z
O

N
E
E
D

M
I
C
R
O

B
A
R
E
S

S
H
U
S
H

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Young Catholic
princesses taught
about their inherent
dignity at retreat
St. Peter Catholic Church in Greeley held a retreat for young women
aged 5 to 18, adorably called the
Catholic Princess Retreat. The
girls were taught about various topics
of the Church, including the Eucharist and prayer, but above those, they
were taught about their inherent
dignity as women and as daughters
of God. A coronation ceremony was
held for all the girls in attendance,
during which they received tiaras.
It certainly made for a good heartstring-tug. photo provided

Sister shares mercy story that
inspired Dead Man Walking
Though you may not be familiar with her, Sister Helen Prejean is a pretty
big deal. She recently paid a visit to St. Frances Cabrini Parish in Littleton
and shared her powerful story. In 1995, a film starring Susan Sarandon and
Sean Penn was made based on a book Sister Prejean wrote, called Dead Man
Walking. Sister Prejean published the book in 1993 based on her relationship
with death row inmate Elmo Patrick Sonnier. She served as his spiritual advisor
in the months leading up to his execution, an experience which has made her
a passionate advocate for the abolition of the death penalty. Her story should
make us all take a step back and really think about what it means to be merciful,
especially during this Jubilee Year of Mercy.

Sealed & Sent attendees
This shout out goes to all of the wonderful people who attended Sealed & Sent,
and especially those who are reading this right now while at the event! If this
is your first time reading the Denver Catholic, we thank you for taking the
time to check us out. If you want to stayed plugged in to the Norther Colorado
Catholic community, be sure to visit our new and improved website, http://
denvercatholic.org and subscribe to our weekly newsletter!
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Perspectives

The best Nuncio we’ve had thus far

T

he announcement that Archbishop Christoph Pierre will
succeed Archbishop Carlo
Maria Viganò as Apostolic Nuncio
to the United States is an opportunity to pay
tribute to a
GEORGE courageous
WEIGEL churchman who
The Catholic Difference
has served
George Weigel is a
Catholidistinguished senior
cism, Pope
fellow of the Ethics and
Benedict
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
XVI, and
Pope Francis in an exemplary way during his
tenure in Washington.
I’ve had the pleasure of knowing
and working with each of the Nuncios
in Washington, since full diplomatic
relations were established between
this country and the Holy See under
President Reagan and Pope John
Paul II. And at the risk of embarrassing him, I have to say that I consider
Archbishop Viganò to have been the
best of them all thus far.
He came to Washington under
what some in the Vatican thought was
a cloud. The truth of the matter is that
this scrupulously honest man had
seen financial corruption in the Holy
See and tried to do something about it
– a task now being pursued with vigor
by Pope Francis and Cardinal George
Pell. But in the last years of Benedict

XVI, things were not in good shape
managerially in the Vatican; Viganò’s
honesty was resented and, I expect,
feared by lesser men; and the Washington appointment was arranged to
give what amounted to a sacking the
appearance of a promotion.
It was a completely one-sided
trade: those who exiled Viganò
from the Vatican lost, badly, and the
Church in the United States won,
handsomely. For Carlo Maria Viganò
understood this moment in U.S.
Catholic history as perhaps few other
career Vatican diplomats could have
done.
He appreciated the many strengths
of the Church in the United States,
including the evangelically-centered
reconstruction of the hierarchy by
John Paul II and Benedict XVI. He
understood where the vitality was in
American Catholicism, and he knew
that this vitality had to do with the
strength of faith in those living parts
of the Church. He knew that Catholic Lite wasn’t going to advance the
New Evangelization, and he quickly
grasped that the great project of converting a wounded culture in America
was being threatened by an unprecedented assault on the Church’s capacity to be itself. And he knew that the
threat came, not from old-fashioned
nativist bigots of Protestant persuasion, but from militant secularists
allied with the federal government.

Thus there was complete agreement between the papal representative in Washington and the leadership
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops on the imperative of defending religious freedom in full, and on
challenging an administration that
seemed determined to reduce that
first freedom to a lifestyle choice
about weekend leisure activities. The
archbishop understood that there
was no honorable retreat from what
some deplored as “culture wars.” He
knew who had declared war on whom;
that the Church had not been the
aggressor in this struggle; and that
the battle had to be engaged, with the
tools of reason and persuasion, for
the sake of all religious communities

and indeed for the sake of American
democracy. His support for the bishops was crucial and effective, as was
his work in preparing the meeting
in Rome between Pope Francis and
President Obama, where the POTUS
got the message that the Bishop of
Rome was deeply concerned about
the pressures being put on his flock in
the United States.
The wonderful reception that
Pope Francis received in the United
States last September was due to
many factors; Archbishop Viganò was
surely one of them. As for the idiotic
caterwauling in some quarters about
the Pope’s spending a few minutes
with former Kentucky official Kim
Davis, let’s be clear that Kim Davis’s
presence in the Nunciature was
cleared by Archbishop Viganò’s superiors, Archbishop Giovanni Becciu
and Archbishop Paul Gallagher. The
obsession in certain quarters with
this episode, which was front-loaded
in far too many stories about Archbishop Pierre’s appointment, says
far more about the passions of the
obsessed than it does about Archbishop Viganò.
Carlo Maria Viganò may be seventy-five, but a man of his faith and
integrity still has much to give the
Church. The further reform of the
Roman Curia would be well-served
if he were drawn into it, officially or
unofficially.

what does that look like? What is he
seeing? What is he experiencing?
Different people have different
ideas, different visions of that judgment. Some see it as a terrifying
encounter with a wrathful God.
Others see it as a mere formality, a
brief stopping point before entering
the Heaven that everyone (except
perhaps Adolf Hitler and Osama Bin
Laden) is guaranteed to enjoy immediately after death.
I am more and more convinced
that the essence of our eternal judgment is, as Pope Benedict XVI said,
simply “the manifestation of the
truth.”
At the moment of death, I believe
that I will see the absolute truth of
my life for the first time. I will see
the fruits of my work — my speaking,
my writing, my good deeds — as they

spread out and down through generations in time and eternity. That
might be kind of nice. But I will also
see the consequences of my sins — my
thoughtless words, my selfishness,
the neglected opportunities to do
good — as they play out generation
after generation. And I am perhaps
not quite so enthused about that. I
will see the times where my lack of
courage or desire to be liked kept
someone from knowing the truth
about the love of Christ. I suspect
that I will even see suffering — both
temporal and eternal — that I could
have prevented if I had listened to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. And I
don’t like that at all.
When the truth is made manifest,
all lies will be exposed. That makes
me happy, when I think of the times
I have been unfairly accused or the

Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò.
photo by lisa Johnston
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Truth and death

“

In death, a human
being emerges
into the light of full reality
and truth. He takes up that
place which is truly his by
right. The masquerade
of living with its constant
retreat behind posturings
and fictions, is now over.
Man is what he is in truth.
Judgment consists in this
removal of the mask in death.
The judgment is simply the
manifestation of the truth.”
JOSEPH RATZINGER
(POPE BENEDICT XVI)

M

y cousin died last month.
On my birthday. We grew
up together. He came back
to the Church in the last week of his
life. It was a difficult time, with some
amazing
MARY
moments
BETH
showing us
BONACCI
that God
was with
Guest Column
him and
Bonacci is a syndicated
with us.
columnist based in
I was
Denver and the author of
present in
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
the hospital
room when
he died. And in those first moments
after his last breath, I thought Where
is he? How does it work? Of course I
believe in a just and merciful God. I
also believe, as Christ told us, that
there is judgment after death. But
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On “aging gracefully”

I

t seems odd, even a bit repulsive, when we encounter tales
of elderly men running after
women who are young enough to be
their granddaughters. The wheel-

chair-bound billionaire oil tycoon J.
Howard Marshall was 89 years old
when he married the 26 year old Anna
Nicole Smith. He had met the Playboy
model and reality TV star in a strip
club. Anna insisted that she really did
love the old man, and wasn’t in it for
the money.
With age should come wisdom.
It’s appropriate and fitting for older
men to leave behind their former
ways, and no longer live and act like
college frat boys. It’s right to expect
growth in self-control as we mature,
and to expect a more reflective and
sober approach to life. Growing old
invariably offers us the opportunity
to redirect our focus, and as our body
weakens, our mind and soul can be
drawn to consider matters we may
have previously avoided, like death
and that which awaits us beyond

death’s threshold. Our later years
can powerfully provoke us to come
to terms with our destiny and with
higher truths.
In a recent column, Father Ron
Rolheiser, quoting James Hillman,
speaks to the graces that aging and
infirmity can bring our way:
“Why have God and nature so
structured things that as we age and
mature and are finally more in control of our lives, our bodies begin to
fall apart, and we need a bevy of doctors and medicines to keep functioning? Is there some wisdom in the very
DNA of the life process that mandates
the breakdown of physical health in
late life? Hillman says yes. There’s an
innate wisdom in the process of aging
and dying: the best wines have to be
aged in cracked old barrels. The breakdown of our bodies deepens, softens,
and matures the soul.”
I once overheard a hospital nurse
chatting with one of her patients
and was caught a bit off guard when
she nonchalantly declared, with a
little twinkle in her eye, “...when we
get to be over 40, who doesn’t have
hemorrhoids?”
The comment, I thought, reflected
a healthy, positive attitude toward
aging and infirmity. Unavoidably, our
bodies decline. Our strength wanes.
We get hemorrhoids and warts and
cancers and high blood pressure and
male pattern balding.

In the midst of it all, we can accept
our lot with grace and gratitude. A
serene acceptance of our struggles,
and even of the specific death that
awaits us, is surely a great virtue.
But aging gracefully is not something many of us tend to do well.
We resist the idea. We may cling to
the fantasy of eternal youth. Some
in our society even push the notion
that we shouldn’t have to put up
with the challenges of infirmity, and
instead ought to receive help from
the medical system so we can beat a
hasty retreat to the exit. By pushing
for physician-assisted suicide, they

encourage us to despise the good of
our own lives and to reject the graces
that arise from our struggles by
choosing to ingest any of a number of
doctor-prescribed poisons.
On the other hand, by embracing
our particular path into death, and
by offering up our trials, we acquire
a poise of soul and human maturity
that orients us towards our destiny, a
destiny in the hereafter that so many
seem largely oblivious to. By letting
our infirmities existentially speak to
us, and coming to realize how true it
is that we have no permanent dwelling here, we begin to grapple with
that mysterious truth that heaven and
home are synonymous.
Aging gracefully also involves
recognizing and accepting the shortening of the time ahead of us and the
lengthening of the time behind us.
Even as we achieve a much-sought
independence in our lives, we begin to
cycle back towards a renewed dependence on others, on caregivers, family
and the community, and we may even
come to the realization that our own
mind will have to be surrendered if
dementia comes our way. All of this
can instruct us, if we accept it with
grace, in the wisdom of relinquishing our own willfulness once again
like little children, and returning
to a humble framework of interdependence in our shared destiny with
others and with God.

subject of inaccurate gossip. But it
makes me nervous when I think of
the various lies I know I am capable of
telling myself — lies that the important things don’t really matter, lies that
I am spiritually better than I am, that
I don’t need to root out those things in
my life that keep me from God.
I have no idea what it’s going to
be like to see all of this truth spread
out before me. Frankly, it makes me a
little nervous.
Fortunately, somehow in all of
this, I will see the mercy of the God
who loves me, the Father who knows
my weakness and knows how I tried
to cooperate with his grace. I will
see where he was with me, where he
moved in my life, how he held me up,
how he forgave my many confessed
sins and failings.
I don’t know exactly how that

mercy works. Some say it means
that, regardless of how we lived our
lives, the merciful God will overlook
it all and escort us into our Heavenly
reward.
I don’t think it’s quite that simple.
They say, “How could a God who
loves us send anybody to Hell?” But
here’s the thing: I don’t think God
sends anybody anywhere. I think it’s
the truth that determines our eternal
destination. God doesn’t judge us.
He doesn’t weigh in with his divine
opinion. The truth just is. I believe
that once we see the truth of our lives
played out before us — the ways we
have chosen God or not, the ways we
have cooperated with His grace or not
— the answer will be evident. I have
even heard it said that the condemned
choose Hell themselves — that for
those who have refused to submit to

God in this life, the ultimate submission of Heaven is intolerable. They
choose his absence, which is Hell.
I also believe that part of the
mercy of God may be to allow us the
final purification of Purgatory before
we enter the Heaven that contains
nothing unclean. If that is the case, I
agree with C.S. Lewis that “pains he
may still have to encounter, but they
embrace those pains. They would not
barter them for any earthly pleasure.”
If the truth is that purification will
bring us into the presence of God,
then we will desire that purification
more than anything else we could
imagine.
I believe that God loves us — all of
us. I believe that I will see that love, in
all of its beautiful, blazing glory, at the
moment of my death. And I see how
poorly I have responded to it.

I also believe that his greatest
desire is that we all choose him and
follow him. I believe that he is a
merciful God who understands our
weakness and our brokenness. I don’t
know exactly what his mercy looks
like, but I know it is available to us in
abundance for the asking.
And so, in this life, I am asking.
I am praying for his guidance and
abundance helpings of his mercy,
which I surely need.
And I am praying for the grace and
wisdom to live in the truth, and to
root out any lies, rationalizations or
illusions from my life.
Because when I join my cousin on
the other side, when I see God — the
Way, the Truth and the Life — face
to face for the first time, I want that
“truth” part to be as beautiful as
possible.

FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.
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