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Sealed with the Holy Spirit,
sent to proclaim the Gospel

O

BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138
aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

n May 7, the stands of the Denver
Coliseum will be filled with the
Holy Spirit when over 5000
gather for what is set to be the biggest
confirmation Mass the Archdiocese of
Denver has ever seen.
Sealed & Sent is an archdiocesan-wide
celebration of the sacrament of confirmation. In additon, it’s a catechesis on the
Holy Spirit, a concert and an experience
of Catholic community.
Conceptualized in part as a response to
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila’s Restored
Order Initiative announced last year,
Sealed & Sent boasts nearly 700 candidates representing 15 different parishes
being confirmed at the event. It will also
feature a keynote speaker and a live performance by the Josh Blakesley Band.
In a pastoral letter penned last year,
entitled Saints Among Us, Archbishop
Aquila outlined his intent behind launching a five-year process of restoring the
sacraments of initiation into their proper
order: baptism, confirmation and First
Eucharist.
To achieve this, Archbishop Aquila
encouraged parishes to move confirmation up to the sixth grade to help smooth
the transition, with the goal of beginning to implement the Restored Order

Sealed & Sent is an archdiocesan-wide liturgy
that’s set to be the biggest confirmation Mass the
Archdiocese of Denver has ever seen.

starting in 2017. By 2020, Archbishop
Aquila intends for all confirmations to
happen in the third grade, along with
First Communion.
“Restoring the order of the sacraments will mean making some
changes to how we hand on the
faith to our children,” Archbishop Aquila wrote. “Once
confirmation is restored
to its original place, it
is my hope and experience that it will
not be ‘the sacrament of farewell,’
as Pope Francis
has called it,
but a profound
encounter
with
each
person of the
Holy Trinity.”
The
experience
Archbishop
Aquila speaks
of is from his
previous work
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Archbishop’s Column

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

The rebirth of hope

It is important to reﬂect upon the Resurrection as a symbol of Christian hope during the Easter season. STOCK PHOTO

“
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila kneels
before the altar and prays during the
Vigil Praise Mass at Christ the King
Chapel on March 19. PHOTO BY BERNARD GRANT
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
Mar. 26: Easter Vigil, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception (8 p.m.)
Mar. 27: Easter Sunday Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.)
Apr. 1: Mass, 25th anniversary of the Fraternas,
Holy Name Parish, Englewood (6:30 p.m.)
Apr. 2: Mass, Prayer in the Square
event, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (9 a.m.);
followed by Rosary at Capitol steps
Apr. 3: Mass and Confirmation, St. Joseph
parish, Akron (8 a.m.); Mass and Confirmation,
St. Mary parish, Brush (12 p.m.)

Christ my hope is arisen!” This line
from the sequence sang at Easter
Sunday Mass captures the heart of
what happens in our redemption – the
love of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
breaks through the bonds of death and
sin to restore not only our life but our
hope.
The entire sequence is worth deeply
reflecting on and praying with, but the
section recalling Mary Magdalene’s
encounter with Jesus is particularly
powerful:
Speak, Mary, declaring
What you saw, wayfaring.
The tomb of Christ, who is living,
The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
bright angels attesting,
The shroud and napkin resting.
Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
to Galilee he goes before you.
Christ indeed from death is risen, our
new life obtaining.
Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
Jesus, in his wisdom first appeared
after his Resurrection to Mary Magdalene, the woman out of whom he had
driven seven demons. When she first
spoke to Jesus, she thought he was a
gardener and lamented that his body
was no longer in the tomb. But Jesus
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broke through her sorrow by saying her
name, “Mary.” Mary reacted by embracing Jesus, until he told her, “I am going
to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God” (Jn 20:11-18).
With his ascension to the Father,
Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to the
Church, bringing all believers into the
full embrace of the Trinity. Before his
death and resurrection, this reconciliation was impossible – the offense of
our sins against God’s infinite goodness
could not be overcome without Jesus’
infinite sacrifice.
Jesus speaks each of our names and
calls us to receive the hope of his resurrection. This hope is different than
being optimistic that things will turn
out well. When we speak about the hope
of the resurrection, we go beyond mere
human optimism to speak of a grace
that supernaturally sustains us.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
describes hope as “the theological virtue
by which we desire the kingdom of
heaven and eternal life as our happiness,
placing our trust in Christ’s promises
and relying not on our own strength, but
on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit
(emphasis added).”
Just last week, Secretary of State John
Kerry acknowledged what over 100,000
people and numerous experts have:
that the systematic killing and brutal
persecution of Christians and other
minorities in the Middle East is genocide. These brothers and sisters in the
faith–many of them lay people–can rely
on supernatural hope, since it is linked
with the happiness of heaven.
I frequently speak about the Second
Vatican Council’s charge to the laity to

be “leaven in society.” Yeast, or leaven,
is what transforms bread dough, quietly
expanding it until it is airy and no longer
flat. If the yeast is dead, though, the
dough will remain dense and inedible.
To be active, living leaven, all of us
need the gift of supernatural hope. I
urge you to seek reconciliation with God
in this Year of Mercy and ask the Holy
Spirit to stir into flame the gift of hope
born from Jesus’ resurrection, which
every Christian receives at Baptism.
There are many ways that you can
serve as leaven in our society. One
apostolate that is an important part of
bringing hope and life to the archdiocese
is the Prayer in the Square gathering
that happens every First Saturday at
locations in Ft. Collins, Greeley, Highlands Ranch, and Stapleton. Their
intentions include the unborn, the
dying, persecuted Christians throughout
the world, immigrants and the poor. The
Prayer in the Square gatherings bear
public witness to the power of prayer
and to the Lord who strengthens us.
I encourage you to participate each
First Saturday in this witness to prayer
at a location nearby you and I invite you
to join me at the next event on Saturday,
April 2, the anniversary of the death of
Pope St. John Paul II. We will begin with
Mass at the Cathedral at 9:00 a.m., followed by a Rosary and Chaplet of Mercy
at the State Capitol, to pray in reparation for all sins against the dignity of
human life and asking the Lord to build
a culture of life.
May the Holy Trinity fill you with the
joy and hope of the Resurrection, so that
you may be leaven in our world! May
you have a blessed Easter Season!
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Vatican Notes

Mother Teresa, a Cristero
and others to be canonized
2015 Prices While Materials Last!
✓ Avoid the nasty & dangerous gutter cleaning chore ✓Installs over new or existing gutters
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Mother
Teresa

T

Blessed
Sánchez

Blessed
Hesselblad

he Vatican announced that
Mother Teresa of Calcutta will
be canonized Sept. 4. The same
announcement gave the canonization
dates for four other blesseds, including
the famed teenage Cristero, Bl. José Luis
Sánchez.
Rumors about the exact date of Mother
Teresa’s canonization have circulated
for months, but the Vatican officially
announced it at a consistory of Cardinals
on March 15.
Mother Teresa was born Agnes Gonxha
Bojaxhiu Aug. 26, 1910, in Skopje, Macedonia. After joining the Sisters of Loretto
at age 17, she was sent to Calcutta, where
she later contracted tuberculosis and was
sent to rest in Darjeeling.
On the way, she felt what she called “an
order” from God to leave the convent and
live among the poor.
She began to work in the slums. Some
of her former students came to join her.
They cared for men, women and children
who were dying in the gutters of Calcutta.
Many of the people they cared for were
“Untouchables”; a class distinction leftover from the Hindu caste system.
Mother Teresa died Sept. 5 1997. Pope
Saint John Paul II waived part of the
customary waiting period before her
canonization process began. She was
beatified by him on Oct. 19, 2003.

Blessed
Papczynski

Blessed
Brochero

Four other blesseds will be canonized:
Blessed José Luis Sánchez, a 14-yearold-martyr in the Cristero wars; Bl.
Maria Elisabetta Hesselblad, a nurse
and convert who founded a new order of
the Bridgettines, The Most Holy Savior
of Saint Bridget; Blessed Stanislaus of
Jesus and Mary Papczynski, a priest who
is known for his writings and encouragement to contemplate God’s mercy;
and Blessed Jose Gabriel del Rosario
Brochero, an Argentinean priest who
suffered leprosy and ministered to the
sick and dying.
Some may recognize Sánchez from the
2013 film For Greater Glory. Sánchez was
only 14 years old when Mexican President
Plutarco Elías Calles brutally persecuted
Mexican Catholics from 1924-1928. Sánchez fought with the “Cristeros,” or those
who fought for the faith. He was martyred Feb. 10, 1928 by the Federal army.
According to the story surrounding his
martyrdom, he was tortured before the
army finally killed him. They cut the
soles of his feet and made him walk to
his own grave. Just before he was killed,
he shouted, “¡Viva Cristo Rey!” or “Long
live Christ the king!”
He will be canonized on Oct. 16,
alongside Bl. Jose Gabriel del Rosario
Brochero. SOURCE: CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY, PHOTOS
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C

Archbishop’s high school visitation
produces promising results

Kevin D. Kijewski, J.D.
Superintendent of Catholic Schools

Dear friend of
Catholic schools,

D

uring the last months of his life,
Pope St. John Paul II met with a
Catholic university and shared
with them his conviction about the
importance of Catholic education by
borrowing a line from Cicero: “Just as
a field, even if it is fertile, cannot bear
fruit without cultivation, so also a spirit
without learning.” He thus emphasized
that Catholic education, rightly understood, is important in cultivating the
spiritual life in its students. Indeed, the
goal of a Catholic school must be not
only to prepare its students for a successful life in this world, but especially
to prepare them for eternal life with
God.
To that end, Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila asked the Office of Catholic
Schools this past October to evaluate
the Catholic identity and life of the
high schools within the Archdiocese of
Denver. The central question this: how
could our high schools be both highly
effective academically, and fulfill their
important role of forming students to be
authentic followers of Christ?
We conducted a “visitation” whereby
we sent a team assembled by Archbishop Aquila and myself. The team
used the methodology developed by
Archbishop J. Michael Miller, former
Secretary for the Vatican’s Congregation
for Catholic Education, as articulated
in a brief document titled, “The Holy
See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools.” In
his work, Archbishop Miller asserted
that there are five essential marks that
define a Catholic school, and all five
should be visibly present.

1
2
3

	Inspired by a supernatural vision:
Schools are about preparing students for Heaven.
	Founded on a Christian anthropology: Specifically, our schools
work toward “perfection of children as images of God.”
	Animated by communion and
community: Schools should
promote an environment that
“safe-guards the priority of the
person” in the Catholic intellectual tradition.

4
5

	Imbued with the Catholic worldview across
the curriculum:
Schools should
“transform the
way we see reality”
and help students
approach problems of the secular
world in conformity
to the Church’s
Magisterium.

“

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

The visitation revealed the wide
variety of approaches to theological
instruction and practices of faculty and
staff formation in the Catholic faith. To
help strengthen these essential components of Catholic identity, the Office of
Catholic Schools will do the following:
Each school shall work with the Office
of Catholic Schools to offer four years
of Catholic theology that will closely
align its theology curriculum—in scope,
sequence, and content—with the framework for secondary religious education
established by the USCCB (United
States Council of Catholic
Bishops). The primary
task of a Catholic high
school is to help form
its students to become
intentional disciples of
Jesus Christ.
This work of curricular
revision will be accomplished in consultation
with the Office of Catholic
Schools and completed
in its planning stage by
the end of this year. Each
participating school will
face different challenges
in implementing these
curriculum changes. The
Office of Catholic Schools
will monitor and assist
implementation as needed.
The Office of Catholic Schools will
work collaboratively with each high
school in developing an ongoing formation program in the Catholic Faith
for administrators and school staff
who have a mentoring or teaching role
for students. This formation program
shall include the essential elements and
sources of Catholic doctrine and life,
including: Sacred Scripture, Catholic
doctrine as contained in the Catechism
of the Catholic Church, and the life of
liturgical worship and personal prayer.
The formation program will also offer
opportunities for teachers from across
the archdiocese to gather at least
annually in community to share best
practices about imbedding the Catholic
faith across curricular areas.
Each school will design and implement a plan alongside the Office of
Catholic Schools for the ongoing theological formation of its entire theology
faculty, while respecting the foundational charism of each school.

The visitation also revealed that many
schools, to varying degrees, did not
have regular communication occurring
between their leadership teams and the
Archdiocese of Denver. In order to facilitate and strengthen the ties between the
Church and each of the schools, the following actions must be taken:
The archbishop and the superintendent of Catholic Schools will visit each
school annually, with time set aside for
an all-school Mass and meetings with
various constituencies at the school (e.g.
leadership, chaplain(s), religion teacher(s), students) to discuss their efforts
to promote intentional discipleship and
progress regarding continuous improvement efforts.
To ensure the promotion of Catholic
values in all our Catholic schools, each
school shall seek approval for its outside
speakers with the Office of the Archbishop.
The Office of Catholic Schools will work
collaboratively with schools to establish
and monitor a continuous improvement
model encompassing Archbishop Miller’s
five essential marks that make a school
Catholic. It is expected that this process
will involve additional meetings of members of the Office of Catholic Schools and
of various constituencies at each of the
participating schools.
The visitation was the first of its kind
in the archdiocese. What has just been
described, accordingly, should be understood as a first foundation for a continued
and sustained effort to strengthen the
Catholic identity of the high schools. I
wish to thank school administrators and
teachers for their many years of selfless
service, as they have educated generations of children in the archdiocese. I
also wish to thank all of the schools for
opening their doors and for their willingness to collaboratively commit to
a process of continuous improvement
regarding Catholic culture and theological education. Archbishop Aquila and
I look forward to individually working
with our Catholic high schools so that we
together may encourage a life of missionary discipleship to Jesus Christ.

Just as a
field, even
if it is fertile,
cannot bear
fruit without
cultivation,
so also a
spirit without
learning.”

	A place where committed Catholics
teach: Catholic
teachers must be
“witnesses for
Christ” and serve as
role models for the
children they are
helping to form in the faith.

After a team visited our two archdiocesan high schools (Bishop Machebeuf
and Holy Family) and the four independent high schools sponsored by
religious communities (Regis Jesuit,
Mullen, Arrupe Jesuit, and St. Mary’s), I
can unequivocally say that this was long
overdue. The team noticed several areas
where schools excelled. However, we
also discovered notable weaknesses.
With that said, I am optimistic about
the future. We have identified concrete actions promoting continuous
improvement in the areas of Catholic
culture, professional development for
staff, and theological education for students. Working collaboratively with the
leadership team of each high school, I
believe each school will be strengthened
in their ability to promote the Catholic
faith while imparting the gift of their
foundational charism to their students.
Below are two key areas where the high
schools will focus their efforts over the
upcoming years.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Kevin D. Kijewski, J.D.
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
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An outpouring of grace
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as bishop of Fargo, N.D., where
he restored the sacraments of
initiation to their proper order in 2002
through a similar initiative.
Father Randy Dollins, vicar general for
the archdiocese, said Sealed & Sent will be
a beautiful celebration of the sacrament
of confirmation, one that will unleash
the Holy Spirit and bring the newly confirmed into the “profound encounter”
Archbishop Aquila wrote about. It will
also provide a glimpse at the scope of the
Church and what it means to be Catholic.
“Many times, people get an idea of the
Church when they get outside of just
their [own] parish,” Father Dollins said.
“People start to identify what ‘Catholic’
is and the universality of all these people
coming together under their shepherd,
Archbishop Aquila. It’s going to be a

Saturday, May 7
Denver Coliseum
4600 Humboldt St.
Denver, CO 80216
Main parking lot will
be available for all
attendees. Handicap
parking is available
in two locations
off McFarland Dr.

Sister Johanna Paruch,
FSGM (left), is the keynote speaker at Sealed
& Sent, and Archbishop
Aquila (above) is the
main celebrant of the
Mass. PHOTO PROVIDED

Confirmation
candidates and
sponsors enter
through Door 4.
All parents, family
members and guests
enter through the
Main Entrance Doors.
Tickets are available
at sealedandsent.org
for anyone who
would like to attend.

ITINERARY:
• Doors open at
1:30 p.m.
• Keynote speakers
start at 2:30 p.m.
• Mass begins
at 4 p.m.
• Dinner from 6
p.m. - 7 p.m.
• Josh Blakesley Band
performs at 7 p.m.
For more info,
visit http://
sealedandsent.org
Looking to participate
as an event sponsor?
Email Mary McGeehan
at mary.mcgeehan@
archden.org

WE’VE GOT THE

h
t
f
e
o
Irish
k
c
u
L
with an

Auto Loan Rate of

2.49% APR

*

celebration that hopefully expands people’s understanding of what it means to
be Catholic.”
In addition to the confirmation Mass,
there will be a keynote address given
beforehand by Sister Johanna Paruch,
FSGM, an associate professor at Franciscan University in Steubenville, a short
dinner break and a performance by the
Josh Blakesley Band to cap off the evening. Mary McGeehan, the events and
hospitality coordinator for the archdiocese, has been in charge of organizing the
event, and seeing it come to fruition has
been very exciting for her.
“[Sealed & Sent] is an opportunity to
intentionally celebrate the outpouring of
the gift of the Holy Spirit on many young
people, strengthening them as disciples,”
McGeehan said.

~ LIMITED TIME OFFER FOR DC READERS ~
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or Come by one of our
convenient locations
today!

As an additional “Thank You”
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Around the Archdiocese

Official appointments: March 17, 2016
Reverend Michael Gass, granted retirement, effective June 15, 2016.
Reverend David Allen, appointed Pastor, Christ on the Mountain, Lakewood,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend David Bluejacket, appointed Pastor, Our Lady of Loreto Parish,
Foxfield, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Monsignor Edward Buelt, appointed Pastor, Notre Dame Parish, Denver,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a six-year period.
Reverend Joseph Cao, appointed Pastor, Our Lady of the Mountains, Estes
Park, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a six-year period.
Reverend James Crisman, appointed Pastor, St. Peter Parish, Greeley, Colorado,
effective July 1, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend Hernan Florez, appointed Pastor, St. Theresa Parish, Frederick,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend Wojiech Gierasimczyk, appointed Pastor, St. Anthony of Padua,
Denver, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a six-year period.
Reverend Nathan Goebel, appointed Pastor, St. Joan of Arc, Arvada, Colorado,
effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend John Green, appointed Pastor, Our Lady of the Plains Parish, Byers,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a six-year period.
Very Reverend Mark Kovacik, V.F., appointed Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Boulder, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend Christopher Renner, appointed Pastor, Spirit of Christ, Arvada,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend Robert Wedow, appointed Pastor, St. Scholastica Parish, Erie,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.

Reverend Jeffrey Wilborn, appointed Part-Time Parochial Vicar at Blessed
Sacrament, Denver, and Adjunct Spiritual Director, St. John Vianney Seminary,
Denver, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a three-year period.
Reverend Patrick Dolan, reappointed Pastor, Most Precious Blood Parish,
Denver, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Very Reverend James E. Fox, V.F., reappointed Pastor, Good Shepherd Parish,
Denver, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Very Reverend Terrence Kissell, V.F., reappointed Pastor, St. Michael the
Archangel Parish, Aurora, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Very Reverend Kenneth Koehler, V.F., reappointed Pastor, St. Mark Parish,
Westminster, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend Mario Ramirez, reappointed Pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Denver,
Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a six-year period.
Reverend Roger Lascelle, reappointed Parochial Vicar, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Denver, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a threeyear period.
Reverend James ReVello, reappointed Parochial Vicar, Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, Wheat Ridge, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three-year period.
Reverend Mauricio Bermudez, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Francis Cabrini
Parish, Littleton, Colorado, effective March 14, 2016, for a one-year period.
Reverend Warli de Araujo Castro, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Michael the
Archangel, Aurora, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three-year period.
Reverend José Anibal Chicas, appointed Parochial Vicar, Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Boulder, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three-year period.
Reverend Joseph Doman, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Mary, Breckenridge,
and Our Lady of Peace, Silverthorne, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a
three-year period.
Reverend David Gomez Limon, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. John the
Evangelist, Loveland, and Spanish Mass Celebrant at Our Lady of Mountains,
Estes Park, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three-year period.
Reverend Joseph Hartmann, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Joseph Parish, Fort
Collins, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a three-year period.
Reverend Joseph LaJoie, appointed Parochial Vicar, Light of the World Parish,
Littleton, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three-year period.
Reverend Jason Wunsch, appointed Parochial Vicar at Ascension Parish,
Montbello, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a three-year period.

Reverend Felician Mbala, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center, Boulder, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three-year period.
Reverend Ryan O’Neill, appointed Director of Vocations, Denver, effective July
1, 2016. Reverend O’Neill will be in residence at the Holy Trinity Center, Denver,
Colorado, ad nutum archiepisciopi.
Reverend Braden Wagner, appointed House Formator, St. John Vianney
Seminary, Denver, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Matthew Hartley, granted permission to pursue religious life,
effective July 1, 2016.
The Following Assignments by Reverend Marlon Rodrigues, OCD, Regional
Vicar, Carmelite Fathers Society, Morogoro, Tanzania, is Confirmed by Most
Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.:
Reverend Israel Gonsalves, OCD, appointed Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of
Loreto, Foxfield, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a period of three years.
Reverend Gonsalves will be in residence at St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial,
Colorado.
Reverend Ivan Monteiro, OCD, granted Presbyteral Faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver and appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Thomas More Parish,
Centennial, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016 for a period of three-years.
The Following Assignment by Reverend Father M. Alex Ravindran, HGN,
Provincial Superior, Heralds of the Good News, Mary Queen of the Apostles
Province, is Confirmed by Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.:
Reverend Lourdu Lourdusamy, HGN, granted Presbyteral Faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Francis Cabrini
Parish, Littleton, Colorado, effective June 15, 2016, for a three-year period.
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Denver Catholic website gets a modern facelift
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

S

ometimes a new outlook is cause for
a new look, too.
In order to spread the good news of
the Gospel and message of the Church in
an increasingly digital world, the Denver
Catholic has been working hard. We want
to not only provide a quality publication,
but to also widen our reach using the latest
technology available.
Over the past year, the Denver Catholic has launched a full-fledged campaign
encouraging our readers to subscribe
to our online newsletter. We’ve also
been trying to draw more readers to our
website, which features all the content
included in the print edition of the paper,
plus more. To show how serious we are
about it, we’ve completely redesigned our
logo and website from the ground up and
given them a sleek, 21st century overhaul.
The new Denver Catholic website is live,
and we really would love for you to check
out its exciting new features.
The most noticeable difference is the look and feel
of the site. We scoured the
web for the different websites
that we consider to be at the forefront
of digital news, including the New York
Times and Washington Post, and tried to
model the new design accordingly. The
minimalistic feel of the site makes it quite
comfortable for users to explore, if we do
say so ourselves.
The utmost care and deliberation went
into designing the new logo. The location
pin is symbolic of the Denver Catholic working to bring news to people where they are,
no matter their location, while the white
cross in the center of the location pin signifies Christ’s presence in all that we do. He is
the center of our ministry, and we work to
serve him, his Church and his people.
The new Denver Catholic website is
meant to be user friendly for the whole
Denver Catholic community. It’s simple
to navigate and not overly complicated.
The “Advertise” button at the top of the
page makes it easy for ad clients to utilize
our website. On that same note, the ads are

The site’s
minimalistic feel
strikes an
effective
balance
between
usability
and functionality.

The new
Denver
Catholic
website was
modeled
after The
New York
Times and
other such
publications that
are at the
forefront
of digital
news.

THE NEW DENVER CATHOLIC
Experience it at denvercatholic.org

less intrusive, making the content easier
to access. We really think we’ve struck
a great balance between usability and
functionality.
Users can also expect a flurry of exciting
new content to populate the pages of our
new site. From infographics to videos, the
new Denver Catholic shows our commitment to providing dynamic and exciting
content to our readers. We hope to provide an engaging experience that goes far
beyond skimming the pages of the newspaper on Sunday morning.
The new website is but the beginning of
an exciting new era for the Denver Catholic. The Lord has truly blessed us in these
116 years, and we are honored to be given
the opportunity to continually serve you,
our readers. We hope you enjoy the new
Denver Catholic.

FREE PARENT SAFETY CLASSES
Parents and guardians love their kids, and safety is a constant concern.
To help with the vital task of creating a safe environment for
our children, the Archdiocese of Denver offers over 300 parent
and guardian safety classes per year.
Information about internet safety, school safety and more can be found
at archden.org/child-protection.
Our free classes highlight important facts about child sexual abuse,
help you identify situations where sexual abuse might occur, and give
you simple and effective strategies for protecting children.
All training sessions are free and last only two hours.

Office of Child and Youth Protection
Christi.Sullivan@ArchDen.org
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More not your grandma’s religious gifts
BY MELISSA KEATING

W

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

ith ordinations, confirmations
and several weeks of Easter
ahead, many Denver Catholics
are probably in need of some religious
gifts. Leave the holy cards and rosaries
to Great-Aunt Mabel. Here’s how the fun
people are shopping:

BABY PRIESTS

FOR THE KIDS

First, a disclaimer: Literally every
priest surveyed said they would prefer
money to gifts, simply because they get
so many presents already. However, if
you’re crafty and can’t help yourself, you
could always make them a pocket priest
kit.
Purchase a small confession stole, two
small bottles, and a small wallet or rosary
pouch, with a separate, smaller, waterproof
drawstring pouch for the stole. Label one
of the bottles “oil” and the other “water”. If
possible, fit a small handkerchief/purificator and a crucifix inside. The idea is for it to
be small enough to fit in his pocket or glovebox so that he’s always prepared in case of a
sacramental emergency. A cheaper option
would be just to get a small but dignified
pouch and a travel stole, so he can at least
have something to wear for
Confessions.
Some companies
also sell travel
Mass kits. It
might be best
just to get him
a gift certificate and let
him pick out
which one he
likes best.

At some point in the last decade,
crafty people realized they could make
adorable plush buddies that look like
saints. There are so many good choices;
I don’t even know where to start. Denver’s own Raquelle Kato makes precious
custom dolls at Story of a Rose. Jacob’s
Toy Chest and Trendzilly have different
sets of adorable stuffed saints. Waltzing
Matilda Makes is great for older kids, as
they get to actually stitch the outline of
the saint in question. Shining Light dolls
(pictured below) aren’t cuddly, but what
they lack in snuggle-ability they make up
for in precious whimsical painting.
Maybe your (god)kids aren’t into
dolls. That’s fine. Catholic Child makes
a Lego-compatible Last Supper set, as
well as a sweet Mass magnet board. Also,
we all know that dolls
and action figures are
distinct (at least according to that kid who was
really into Batman in
High School), so check
out this St. Louis play
figure. While you’re at it,
read up on his history.

KIDS
Story of a Rose: http://storyofarose.
com/shop/
Jacob’s Toy Box and Books:
https://www.etsy.com/shop/
JacobsToyBoxandBooks
Trendzilly: https://www.etsy.com/shop/
Trendzilly
Waltzing Matilda Makes: https://www.
etsy.com/shop/WaltzingM
Shining Light Dolls: http://bit.ly/1TRqh1h
Catholic Child: http://www.
catholicchild.com/
St. Louis action figure: http://amzn.
to/1Xy7lme
STORY OF A ROSE

MASS KITS
http://bit.ly/1UDhxdV
WIKICOMMONS

 April 8-10
 April 15-17
 April 20
 May 13-15
 May 16-25
 May 27-29

Black Catholics’ Retreat
Weekend Retreat (Men)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Women)
8-day Silent Directed Retreat
Serenity Retreat (Men & Women)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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Denver Catholic schools partner with
Learning Ally to aid struggling readers
Students from St.
Vincent de Paul Catholic
School shared the ways
in which Learning Ally
helped them in their
struggles with reading
during a principal’s
meeting on April 9.

FOR YOUR BOO

First of all, let’s look at tasteful Catholic jewelry. Gail’s Designs still takes first
place (look at the Joan of Arc necklace!)
SaongJai has fun colorful rosaries and
matching holy cards for kids and gorgeous
vintage-inspired rosaries and jewelry for
mom. Art Angel is filled with vintage pendants that are classically beautiful.
Maybe you prefer decoration. In that
case, Religious Antiquities is your self-explanatory shop, although parents of many
will probably like the whimsical designs
over at Honeychild Forest. We can all get
behind the gorgeous wall art at Brick House
in the City and there’s bound to be an occasion for the decorative plates at Timree
studio. Rakstar Designs has a modern collection of both jewelry and décor.
SPOUSE
Gail’s Designs: http://gailsdesigns.net/
SaongJai: https://www.etsy.com/
shop/SaongJai
Art Angel: https://www.etsy.com/
shop/ArtAngel
Religious Antiquities: https://www.
etsy.com/shop/ReligiousAntiquities
Honeychild Forest: https://www.etsy.
com/shop/HoneychildForest
Brick House in the City: https://www.
etsy.com/shop/BrickHouseintheCity
Timree: http://bit.ly/1pOoI7O

PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER

FOR ANYONE
Catholic Threads: http://bit.
ly/1SW7ot0
FOCUS: https://www.shopfocus.org/
SHOP FOCUS

FOR ANYONE

Would you like some clothes that hint
at your faith, but also still look okay outside of a youth conference? Luckily, some
designers have received the message
and are designing away. Both Catholic Threads and the FOCUS
(Fellowship
of
Catholic University Students)
store have fun
clothes that
share your
faith without being
a billboard.
They include
everything
from T-Shirts
with Joan of
Arc quotes to
“Cradle Catholic”
baby onesies. C’est parfait.

Rakstar Designs: https://www.etsy.
com/shop/RakstarDesigns

CATHOLIC

BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

T

he Office of Denver Catholic Schools has announced an
extended partnership with Learning Ally, a nonprofit organization that
provides programs and services to assist
students who struggle with reading. The
partnership was made possible thanks in
large part to a generous donation of more
than $200,000 made by the Zarlengo
Foundation.
“Thanks to the Zarlengo Foundation
and other donors, we have been able to
partner with Learning Ally to access
more than 80,000 audio books to support our readers who benefit from that
assistive technology,” said Mary Cohen,
assistant superintendent of Denver
Catholic schools.
A principal’s meeting was held at the
Pastoral Center on March 9 announcing

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays
British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece / Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

GAIL’S DESIGNS

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

To the Heights!

2016 Catholic Boys
Basketball Camps
July 18—29

• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

invites your son to take his game and his soul…

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

the expanded partnership. Two students
from St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School
shared their success stories using Learning Ally.
Learning Ally was launched as a pilot
program in Summer of 2015, initially
growing to support 260 students in six
archdiocesan schools, a press release
said. The expanded program will reach all
36 archdiocesan schools and increase the
number of students served by Learning
Ally to more than 8,000 students across
Colorado.
The partnership with Learning Ally is
a part of a larger plan that the Office of
Catholic Schools is working on to better
serve students in their schools who face
learning challenges.
“The challenge we face as a school
system is providing the best instruction
and assistive technologies for students
with learning challenges,” Cohen said.
“We are committed to seeking support
to assist as many as possible.”

Director: Ryan O'Connor
Coaches: Elias Moo, Rob Hanzlik, Chet Miller, & More
Camp Counselors: H.S./College Boys

“This is no ordinary
basketball camp!”

Space is limited! Register NOW at

Theresa Genereux,
8th Grade Parent

Questions? frassatisports@gmail.com
303-722-6861 Ext. 234

lourdesdenver.org/camp
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Because of You:
A foundation
for mission
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

This is the first part of a series of articles showcasing the many ways the annual
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal enables and
furthers the divinely-instated mission of
the Archdiocese of Denver.

I

n this Year of Mercy, we are approaching the time when Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila appears on TV and projector screens in parishes across Northern
Colorado and introduces the annual
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal (ACA).

The theme for this year’s ACA is
“Because of You,” a simple way of saying
that none of the ministry and work carried out each year by the Archdiocese of
Denver would be possible without the
faithful of Northern Colorado and those
who generously give to the ACA.
“God has put in our hearts a desire to
perform spiritual and corporal works of
mercy. When we do not have opportunities to do them, we can connect to the
works others are doing by making a donation,” said Father Randy Dollins, vicar
general of the archdiocese. “‘Because
of you’ reminds us that even though we
might not be the person directly performing the work, it would not be possible
were it not for the donations that support
the existence of the ministry in the first
place.”
There are a lot of moving parts in the
Archdiocese of Denver that allow for it
to do the work it does on a daily basis.
Parishes play an integral role in the mission of the archdiocese, and are a part of
a bigger structural system that lays the
foundation for the mission to happen,
one that wouldn’t exist without the ACA.

The work of the Pastoral Center and all of the support provided to parishes is made possible each year through the
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal. PHOTO PROVIDED
STRONG FOUNDATIONS

The offices that make up the Pastoral
Center are referred to as the Archbishop’s
Curia, and their mission is as such: to assist
the archbishop in the administration of
the archdiocese, communicate his vision,
support his pastors and personnel, and
bear witness to Christ and the Church’s
teachings through a lived example.
Father Dollins is the moderator of the
Curia, and he said that the work done by
the offices Pastoral Center is the unseen
part of ministry.
“The work that’s being done by the Pastoral Center supported by the ACA forms
a foundation underneath the building
where all the ministry can happen,”

Father Dollins said. “The ministry
doesn’t just happen without all of these
other support structures.”
Father Dollins also said that the Pastoral Center and all of its teams and offices
are here to support all 109 parishes in the
archdiocese.
“Parishes have a much bigger staff
available to them than they do at their
own parishes,” he said.
The ways in which the Curia supports
parishes are many, Father Dollins said.
For example, the Human Resources
department at the Pastoral Center helps
parishes with their own human resources
operations, training business managers
and creating hiring and screening procedures for all parishes to use.

CONNECTIONS AND COMMUNITY

With the recognition that parish communications are integral to the church’s
health and mission, the Office of Communications at the Curia launched the
Denver Parish Connect initiative. Today,
73 separate parishes or archdiocesan
ministries have taken advantage of one
or more of these services. The Office of
Communications offers free digital tools,
on-site training to parishes, points parishes to free resources and helps parish
staff adopt best practices from others
who may be effective in a particular area.
To introduce this initiative, two free
training sessions were held for staff from
41 different parishes at the Saint John
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The work of the Pastoral Center and all of the support provided to parishes is made possible each year through the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.
PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

Paul II Center and a website, http://denverparish.com, was launched. A highlight
of the Denver Parish Connect initiative
has been the widespread adoption of
Flocknote, which allows pastors and
parish staff the ability to text or send
digital newsletters to their communities. Additionally, other parishes have
websites or newsletters for the first time.
Many parishes have reported having
clear and reliable channels for the first
time. “We’re making people feel like
they’re truly welcome because we’re
meeting people where they are by showing up on a text message or in their email,”
said Sarah Johnson, communications
coordinator for St. Vincent and St. Mary
of the Crown parishes in Carbondale. “It’s

a great tool in our toolbox to allow us to
better build community and make people
feel like they are included and invited to
be a part of our parish community.”
“THESE LEAST BROTHERS OF MINE”

Another manner in which the Curia
supports parishes is through its various
ministries. One of the most crucial of
these is the Office of Hispanic Ministries
and Centro San Juan Diego, headed by
executive director Luis Alvarez. Latinos account for more than half of those
in the pews in the archdiocese, and the
goal of these two entities is to integrate
the Latino population more fully into
not only the life of the Church, but also

society as a whole.
Alvarez cites Matthew 25:40 as the
basis for his office’s ministry, in which
Jesus said, “Whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for
me.”
“We are serving a portion of the population who, in many senses, qualifies as
the ‘the least’ because they’re strangers in
a strange land,” Alvarez said. “The Office
of Hispanic Ministries and Centro San
Juan Diego help the archbishop live out
his mission for this portion of his flock.”
Centro San Juan Diego is home to
many classes, courses and ministries
for Latinos. They offer everything from
accredited college degrees to faith
formation classes to family ministry

certifications. Last year, they also helped
to make all Natural Family Planning
methods available in Spanish for parishes
and marriage preparation instructors to
use.
Though Centro San Juan Diego is
where a lot of the ministries and classes
happen, it doesn’t all happen there, Alvarez said. The Office of Hispanic Ministries
makes a point to go to parishes and offer
training there, and Alvarez often meets
with pastors and collaborates with them
to address any needs they may have when
it comes to their own Hispanic ministries.
“The people contributing to the ACA
are helping to reach out to these people
who otherwise might not be tended.”
Alvarez said.
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Solitary, but not alone

Meet the martyr-dad Franz Jagerstatter

about conscientious objection. Instead,
they all tried to convince him that God
would not hold him accountable for doing
what his state ordered. Jagerstatter was
unconvinced.
“Since the death of Christ, almost
every century has seen the persecution of Christians; there have always
been heroes and martyrs who gave their
lives—often in horrible ways—for Christ
and their faith. If we hope to reach our
goal someday, then we, too, must become
heroes of the faith,” he said.

BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

O

ne theme unifies the stories of all
the saints: Christians are never
alone. Even in the most isolated
circumstances, saints have a profound
union with God. This principle is demonstrated by the story of Franz Jagerstatter,
a father and husband who was martyred
during the Nazi occupation of Austria.
Jagerstatter was no St. Thérèse. He
was the illegitimate child of a maidservant in a tiny village in Upper Austria.
His mother married when Franz was 10.
He was a wild child. He was also a womanizer, and even had a daughter born out
of wedlock. Gordan Zahn, whose book In
Solitary Witness is the definitive work on
Jagerstatter’s life, discovered that Jagerstatter was exiled from his community
for several years, during which time he
stopped attending Mass.
However, Jagerstatter received a passable education in the village’s one-room
school schoolhouse before becoming a
farmer. Then he met his wife.

SAINTS HAVE SAINTS FOR FRIENDS

MARRIAGE TRANSFORMED HIM

He married Franziska Schwaninger
on Holy Thursday 1936. On their honeymoon, they received a papal blessing
from Pope Pius XI.
Franziska’s effect on her husband
was subtle but persistent. Jagerstatter
became the sexton of the village Church,
meaning he assisted at all the liturgies
and maintained the building. This led
to him becoming a daily communicant.
He began to memorize the Bible and
learn the lives of the saints. In fact, he
once told his wife, “I could have never
imagined that being married could be so
wonderful.”
THE AUSTRIAN CHURCH VS. HITLER

Jagerstatter and Franziska had three
girls together, and remained close to his
other daughter. In 1938, around the time
their eldest daughter was born, Germans
invaded Austria.
The Catholic Church in Austria had
warned against Nazi socialism for years.
Catholics in Germany were facing severe
restrictions, including the prohibition
of Mass outside of Sundays, even for
the holiest solemnities and feast days,
including Christmas. Jagerstatter’s own
pastor had been jailed for delivering an
anti-Nazi sermon. His bishop had dictated an anti-Nazi letter to be read in all
the parishes several years earlier. That
same bishop would declare, “It is impossible to be both a good Catholic and a true

Franz and Franziska Jagerstatter on their wedding day. Franz was later
martyred for refusing to fight for the Nazis. Styria Verlag. USED WITH PERMISSION.

Nazi.” He was later replaced with a bishop
who spoke more cautiously.
The same pope who had blessed
Jagerstatter’s marriage, Pope Pius XI,
published the encyclical Mit Brennender
Sorge, in which he warned that socialism
was more dangerous than communism.
THE ROAD TO MARTYRDOM

Buoyed by these witnesses, Jagerstatter was still the only person in his
whole town to disavow Anschluss, or the
German annexation of Austria. He was
dismayed to see many Catholics support
the Nazis. One cardinal even demanded
that all parishes fly the Nazi flag from
their churches on Hitler’s birthday.
“I believe there could scarcely be a
sadder hour for the true Christian faith
in our country,” he wrote.
The prevailing idea at the time was
that a peasant layman should do what
his country told him to do. By this obedience, the people who made the decisions,
and not the peasant, would hold moral

responsibility for the actions. But Franz
couldn’t reconcile that worldview with
the fact that he had a free will, and that he
could not call himself a disciple of Christ
if he bowed that will to a movement he
viewed as satanic. He would not fight for
the Nazis.
At first it seemed that being a farmer
would keep him from fighting—Germany’s massive army required equally
massive amounts of food. Unfortunately,
in 1943 the need for fighters grew, and
Jagerstatter was called to active duty.
He went to the induction center, where
he announced that he would not fight.
He was summarily carted to the military
prison at Linz to learn his fate.
“I am convinced it is best that I speak
the truth, even if it costs me my life,” he
wrote.
Friends, family and even the local
bishop visited Jagerstatter in prison,
trying to convince him to fight. None
of these visitors gave him a convincing
argument against his moral convictions

His wife accepted his need to follow his
conscience. He was also part of a movement of Catholic martyrs who gave their
life to fight the Nazis.
St. Theresa Benedicta of the Cross
(Edith Stein) had died the previous August
in Auschwitz, almost a year to the day after
St. Maximillian Kolbe. Blessed Marcel
Callo was just beginning the undercover
Catholic activities in his forced labor camp
that would eventually lead to his 1945
martyrdom for being “too Catholic.”
Most impressively, Jagerstatter spent
May to August of 1943 in the same prison
as the renowned Lutheran pastor and
martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer. There is
no evidence that the two men ever met,
or even realized they shared a prison
with someone so similar in conviction.
Jagerstatter was able to learn, though,
of a priest who had been martyred in the
same prison for the exact reasons he and
so many others shared.
That conviction ultimately cost him his
life. He was taken to Berlin, where he was
sentenced to death for sedition. His last
recorded words before he met the guillotine are,”I am completely bound in inner
union with the Lord.”
The Church agreed. During Vatican II, Jagerstatter’s life helped shape
the section of Gaudium et Spes that
talks about conscientious objectors to
war. He was beatified 50 years after his
death. His daughters, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren attended the
ceremony.

i

LEARN MORE
In Solitary Witness
by Gordan Zahn
Published by Templegate
Publishers. $18.95.
TEMPLEGATE PUBLISHERS

Franz Jagerstatter: Letters
and Writings from Prison
by Erna Putz. Published
by Orbis Books. $25.00
ORBIS BOOKS
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The Benedictine Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery are
celebrating 50 years of ministry in Denver this year.
A celebration hosted by the sisters will take place
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish in Lakewood April 17.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY THE SISTERS OF BENET
HILL MONASTERY

T

he Benedictine Sisters of Benet
Hill Monastery are celebrating 50
years since their founding by honoring the past, celebrating the present
and embracing the future.
This is a year of Jubilee for the Sisters, who are located in the Black Forest
north of Colorado Springs. To celebrate,
they have been making pilgrimages to the
people and places where they’ve served
over the years.
In their 50 years of existence, the
Sisters have provided 130 different ministries throughout Denver as teachers,
administrators, nurses and pastoral ministers. They have served in 21 parishes,
four hospitals, four archdiocesan offices,
as well as senior housing, prison ministry
and housing for troubled youth. They celebrated their Jubilee at Christ the King
and St. Cajetan’s Event Center on Auraria
Campus earlier this year and will host a
final celebration at Our Lady of Fatima
in Lakewood on April 17.
The story of Benet Hill Monastery
dates back to June 3, 1935, when Urban J.
Vehr, Bishop of Denver, wrote to Mother
Lucy, Prioress of the Sisters of Mount St.
Scholastica in Atchison, Kansas.
Bishop Vehr wrote, “I write to ask if you
would be interested in having your sisters
take charge of a new school for [Latino]
children in the city of Denver, connected
with St. Cajetan Church. May I ask that
you inform me at your earliest convenience if we could expect your sisters for
the opening of the new school?”
Three days later, Mother Lucy
responded. “It was kind of you to select
our community to undertake this noble
work,” she wrote. “We will accept your
gracious offer and trust that we will do
justice to the good cause. Eight sisters
and a housekeeper will be kept in reserve,

and they will be ready to start school
whenever you notify us.”
The Benedictine Sisters from Atchison
arrived to staff St. Cajetan’s Parish School
in the heart of Denver in 1937, and 96 sisters continued to teach there over the
years until a new priory was established
in Colorado Springs in 1965, which would
come to be known as Benet Hill Monastery. Some 36 sisters from the Benet Hill
Community continued this ministry
until the school was closed in 1970, and
a religious education program followed
immediately.
In 1964, Mother Liguori Sullivan, Prioress of Benet Hill Monastery, worked
closely with Reverend Robert Syrianey,
pastor of Our Lady of Fatima Parish in
Lakewood, Colorado. The parish was
building a school and Mother Liguori provided three sisters who launched the first
teaching staff. The school quickly grew
to two classes of each grade from first to
sixth grade, plus junior high. Thirty sisters from Benet Hill taught at Our Lady of
Fatima, where they created a wholesome
educational experience for hundreds of
children. Religious education was also
integral to Fatima’s parish life and the
sisters provided classes for children and
adults of all ages. They also created a
program where parents were prepared
to teach their children the beauty of the
sacraments in their homes.
The Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery
invite all to join them on their pilgrimage
of gratitude and reconnect with them as
they share memories.
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Fifty years of Benedictine
life and ministry in Denver
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First Saturday
Devotion
Join us in bringing Prayer
into the Square with this
public rosary held the
first Saturday of the month

APRIL 2ND

9 AM MASS AT CATHEDRAL
10 AM PRAYER AT THE CAPITOL
MASS CELEBRATED AND ROSARY
LED BY ARCHBISHOP AQUILA

10 AM Rosary
April 2nd*
May 7th
June 4th
July 2nd
August 6th*
September 3rd
October 1st
November 5th*
December 3rd
*All prayer communities will gather together at the Colorado
State Capitol on April 2nd, August 6th and November 5th.

BENET HILL 50TH JUBILEE

Sunday, April 17
2 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Our Lady of Fatima Parish
1985 Miller St.
Lakewood, CO 80215
For more info, visit http://
benethillmonastery.org/50th-jubilee

For more information and locations visit:

PrayerInTheSquare.com
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Around the Archdiocese

Camp St. Malo
VISITOR & HERITAGE CENTER

The Annunciation inArt

The Annunciation has moved to Monday, April 4.

The Annunciation (April 4 this year due to Good Friday) is
a poetic and highly mystical event in Salvation history,
lending itself to a variety of artistic interpretations. Each
of these interpretations has served to stress a different
theological truth of the interaction between the Virgin
Mary and the Angel Gabriel.
Mary is sometimes shown
holding a pitcher at a
well. This alludes to Jacob’s well in Gen 29:1-25,
which the Samaritan
woman referenced when
she spoke to Jesus in Jn
4:6-15. The pitcher can be
a symbol for the Madonna, who at the Anunciation prepares herself to be
the “container” of Jesus.

HELP PRESERVE THE HERITAGE OF

Camp St. Malo
The Archdiocese of Denver is pleased to announce that work is
underway to preserve the beauty and rich history of the Chapel on
the Rock (St. Catherine of Siena Chapel) in Allenspark, Colorado.

A fire destroyed the St. Malo Retreat Center in 2011, and a massive
flood and landslide in 2013 made much of the site unusable.
The preservation project will include building the Pope Saint John Paul II
Memorial Hiking Trail and Trail Head Pavilion; and establishing a new
visitor and heritage center in St. Williams Lodge.
To learn more, visit

campstmalo.org

UNKNOWN ARTIST, IMAGE: WIKICOMMONS

God the Father is almost diving
from Heaven toward Mary.

The angel Gabriel’s posture is
strong, as the Hebrew meaning of his name is “God is my
strength”. However, even he
genuﬂects before the mystery of
the Incarnation.

Cats were charged with negative symbolism during the Renaissance and Middle Ages. This
cat, which represents the devil,
is ﬂeeing form the divine power.

LORENZO LOTTO, IMAGE:
WIKICOMMONS

Above are renderings of Camp St. Malo and the new visitor center,
St. Williams Lodge, which will tell the story of Camp St. Malo
and serve as a gift shop and bridal party facility.
Thank you for supporting Camp St. Malo! Your gift will ensure future
generations will enjoy the beauty of Camp St. Malo for years to come.

campstmalo.org/donate

FRA ANGELICO, IMAGE: WIKICOMMONS

VISIT CAMP ST. MALO AND SUPPORT THE RENOVATION!
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Adam and Eve’s
expulsion from
Eden necessitated
Christ’s arrival and
eventual Passion.
The Holy Spirit,
pictured here as a
dove, lets out a ray
of light that passes
through the Garden of Eden
before touching
Mary.

Mary’s posture and bare room are symbols of
her humility.
ALL INFORMATION FROM GOSPEL FIGURES IN ART BY STEFANO
ZUFFI AND THE CATHOLIC BIBLE DICTIONARY BY SCOTT HAHN
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Bulletin Board
APRIL

5 Catholic Charities
Job Fair

4 p.m. – 7 p.m., 4045
Pecos St., Denver, free.
Catholic Charities is
looking to hire! There
will be on the spot
interviews for a variety
of full-time, part-time
and flexible positions at
various Catholic Charities locations across the
Denver Metro Area. For
more information, contact hr@ccdenver.org or
303-742-0828, or visit
jobs.ccdenver.org

6 I Am With You
Always: Ignatian
Retreat
	

7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., St.
Ignatius Loyola Church,
2301 York St., Denver,
suuested offering $45.
Retreat offered by the
Ignatian Spirituality
Program of Denver
grounded in St. Ignatius’ spiritual exercises

and focused on Easter
themes. Meets five
consecutive Wednesdays. Retreat directors
offer weekly input and
daily prayer exercises.
Contact ignatianspiritualitydenver@hotmail.
com or 303-320-9995
for more details.

4/8, 6:30 p.m. - 4/10,
1 p.m., Sacred Heart
Jesuit Retreat House,
4801 N. HWY 67,
Sedalia, $190 for all
weekend, $120 for
Sat. & Sun., $80 for
Sat. only. $50 deposit
required. This year’s
retreat leader is
Father Manuel Williams, C.R., Director/
Pastor of Resurrection
Catholic Missions in
Montgomery, Ala. For
registration, contact
Mary.leisring@archden.
org or 303-715-3165,
or reservations@
sacredheart.org or
303-688-4198.
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10 a.m. – 11 a.m., Colorado State Capitol,
200 E. Colfax Ave., Denver. Join in
APR community at the Capitol building to pray a
public rosary for all the persecuted innocents
around the world and as a peaceful and prayerful
witness that the voices of people of faith will
continue to be heard in the public square. Contact
Morgan Rosand at mrosand@ccdenver.org or
720-799-9299 for more details.
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LILY
ALLELUIA
LINEN
EARTHQUAKE
MARY MAGDALENE
EMMAUS
NEW LIFE
GLORIFIED BODY
PASCHAL
GREETINGS

5 p.m., April 15 – 12 p.m.,
April 17, YMCA of the
Rockies, 2515 Tunnel Rd.,
Estes Park, $225 - $395.
Join the Marian Missionaries of Divine Mercy
and Fr. Michael Gaitley,
MIC for an inspiring
Mercy and Mary weekend retreat. Weekend
includes five talks by Fr.
Gaitley, two nights lodging, meals and more. For
more information and to
register, visit events.marianmissionaries.org
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J

5 p.m., St. Joseph Parish,
969 Ulysses St., Golden,
$50/person, $80/couple,
$500/table. Colorado
School of Mines Campus
Ministry hosts its annual
Spring banquet. Keynote
speaker is Dr. Darrin
Muggli, Dean of the Engineering Department at
Benedictine College. For
more details or to RSVP,
visit minescatholic.com

15 Mercy and Mary
Weekend

ACROSS

M J M A S D A V N E W L

O S

Prayer in the Square

8 Annual Black
Catholic Retreat

EASTER
G A P

10 Mines Catholic
Spring Banquet

FEATURED EVENT

PETER
RISEN
SPICES
STONE
SUNDAY

1	Ruth’s
second
husband
(Ruth
4:9–10)
5	Aquinas’
opus, for
short
10	Canterbury Tales
wife was
from here
14	Anglo-Saxon writing
symbol
15	Convocation of
witches
16	Delta follower, to a
ham
17	Rock addon
18	Distributed cards
19	Jaworski
of Watergate fame
20	Lemon or
orange
ender
21	Biblical
division
22	Catholic
author,
Mary Higgins _ _ _
23	Totter
25	God, to
Pedro
27	Sites for
body
work?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

MAY

& Sent
7 Sealed
1:30 p.m., Denver

Coliseum, 4600 Humboldt St., Denver, free.
Join Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila and thousands
of youth from around the
archdiocese for the firstever Sealed & Sent event
celebrating the gifts of
the Holy Spirit. For more
details and tickets, visit
sealedandsent.org.

20 	Catholic Schools
Private Night at
Elitch Gardens

5 p.m. – 10 p.m., Elitch
Gardens, 2000 Elitch
Circle, Denver, $24.99
pp. Usher in Summer by
heading to Elitch Gardens for a night of fun
with a family at a special discounted rate for
Catholic school families.
For tickets, go to elitchgardens.com and enter
promo code CATHOLIC
or visit tinyurl.com/
CatholicPrivateNight
5	Passover
meals

14

15

16

6	Addict

17

18

19

7	Some
CEOs

21

20
23

22
25

24
27

32

33

34
38

37
41

42

44

45

28

29

35

36

39

53

30

31

46
48
55

54

56

49

57

50

51

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

41	Middle
eastern
country
(abbr.)

29	Arrest

42	Message
symbols

32	Investigate
closely

43	The _ _ _ of
matrimony

35	Kind of
rock

44	Cover

36	Sweet
suffix
37	Very very
38	_ _ _ of the
Holy Spirit
40	Rumple

45	An Afrikaner
46	M onth of
the Assumption
(abbr.)
47	Castor’s
mother
48	The 12 _ _ _
of Israel

67

52	Baptism
symbol

63	Up and
about

55	Non-ordained
members
of the
Church

64	Unpleasant smell

58	First word
of a Latin
trio

65	Eastern
governess
66	Leaves out
67	Makes a
mistake

59	To him, to
Pierre

DOWN

60	“ Ite, _ _ _
est”

1	Jesus is the
___ of Life

61	Brass wind
instrument

2	Exceed

62	Dynasty in
China

9	Letter
letters

42	H e has his
“ears” on

10	Church
sounders

43	“Let the
dead
_ _ _ their
dead…”
(Lk 9:60)

13	Cry of a
goose
21	Adjective
for “Reverend”
22	Campus
figure

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

28	Like the
man who
built his
house on
rock

40	Biblical
stargazers

12	Son of
Odin

43

39	Pursuit
of high
principles

8	Accursed

11	Suffix
(zool.)

40

47
52

26

38	 _ _ _ works

24	Extinct
flightless
bird

46	Fragrant
oils
47	Catholic
Oscar-winning
actress,
Vivien _ _ _
49	Canadian
priest in
the Hockey Hall of
Fame

26	Egyptian
goddess
of fertility

50	Church
days

28	Communion host

52	“I _ _ _
Teenage
Werewolf”

29	Part of
speech
30	O rg.
31	Harry’s
wife
32	Spiritual
principle
of human
beings

3	Put in a
stake

33	Southeast
Asian
cuisine

4	The Zuider
___

34	Secondhand

51	Steeps

53	Grad
54	Charlie is
one
56	 _ _ _ Spumanti
57	 “_ _ _
something
I said?”
60	Chinese
chairman
61	Milan
crowd?
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Shout Outs

Classifieds

Check out the view from Mother Cabrini Shrine during a snowstorm

TRAVEL & PILGRIMAGES

PRAYERS cont’d

BEAUTIFUL FATIMA PILGRIMAGE

IN THANKSGIVING

Oct. 6-15, 2016 in anticipation of the 100th
Anniversary with Fr. Henri Tshibambe,
Our Lady of Fatima, Lakewood. Also
Madrid, Avila, Salamanca, Nazare & more!!
Only $3,599 from Denver includes air,
taxes, breakfast & dinner, professional
tour guide, all entrances, luxury bus,
etc. Call Claudia (Parish) - 720-962-4733
or Gabriela (Unitours) - 720-519- 9846.

Thank you, St. Jude, for prayers
answered. -D.M.V.

DONATIONS NEEDED
DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving medical equipment for the community. Donate
wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, shower
benches, hospital beds etc. Call Dominican
Home Health Agency 303-322-1413, ext. 18

Last week’s snowfall caught Northern Colorado a bit off-guard, but it sure made for some great photo ops.
Check out what it looked like at Mother Cabrini Shrine, where they got a foot of snow. As freezing as it
likely was, it’s sure hard to deny that view. Let’s hope it won’t stop the pilgrims who made the long trek up
to Mother Cabrini Shrine from St. Frances Cabrini in Littleton, as they do every year for Good Friday.
PHOTO PROVIDED

50 years of TV Mass for the homebound The Pope is
Celebrating 50 years of
Cathedral Basilica of
on Instagram
anything is a cause for
the Immaculate Concelebration, but the 50th
anniversary of TV Mass
for the Homebound
is particularly special
because of the
good work
they’ve done all
of these years.
TV Mass for
the Homebound was
launched on March
20, 1966, back when TVs
were essentially giant
wooden boxes and weighed
300 pounds. I know kids;
it’s crazy to think there
was a time when we didn’t
have high definition, flatscreen TV’s, but jokes
aside, broadcasting Mass
each weekend from the
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ception was as close some
could and still do get to
going to Mass. It was a
service launched
to ensure that
everybody
could participate in
Mass each
weekend,
including
those confined to
their homes, and 50 years
later, it’s still happening. If
this is news to you, we publish the TV mass schedule
in each issue of the Denver
Catholic on this very page,
so check it out sometime,
and join us in wishing TV
Mass for the Homebound a
warm 50th anniversary!
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Pope
Francis is
gaining a
reputation
for being
the most
social media savvy of
all the popes, tweeting
regularly from his @pontifex Twitter account,
and now the Holy Father
has joined the ranks of
Instagram users worldwide as well. His handle
is @franciscus, and he
garnered over 1 million
followers in less than
12 hours. That has to be
some kind of record. Be
sure to follow Pope Francis on Instagram for your
daily dose of holiness.

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MARCH 27 One-Hour Broadcast
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
8:00 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de los Santos
SUNDAY, APRIL 3

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Bernie Schmitz

SUNDAY, APRIL 10

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De Los Santos

SUNDAY, APRIL 17

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Samuel Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Jorge Rodriguez

Redemptoris
Mater Seminary
celebrates
20 years of
mission
Speaking of anniversaries, there’s another huge
one happening in March:
Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary
is celebrating 20 years
since then Bishop Francis J. Staﬀord signed
the decree of erection on
March 25, 1996. Many
people don’t know that
the Archdiocese of
Denver actually has two
seminaries, and while
you can read more about
Redemptoris Mater in
the next issue of the
Denver Catholic, trust
us when we say they do
really awesome things.
Redemptoris Mater was
built in response to Pope
Saint John Paul II’s
famous visit to Denver
in 1993 for World Youth
Day, and they have deep
roots in the Neocatechumenal Way. The men
of Redemptoris Mater
exemplify true love and
service, and we in Denver
are very blessed to have
them. Happy 20th,
Redemptoris Mater.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – tax deductible.
Fast & free pickup. Help those in need!!
Call us at 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

PRAYERS
ST. JUDE’S NOVENA - May the Sacred

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate
Virgin assist me in my necessity. Oh
Star of the Sea, help me and show me
herein you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you from
the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity. There are none that
can withstand your power. Oh show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary
conceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee (3X). Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
light all roads so that I can attain my
goal. You who gave me the divine gift
to forgive and forget all evil against
me and that in all instances in my life
you are with me. I want, in this short
prayer, to thank you for all things as you
confirm once again that I never want to
be separated from you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy toward me
and mine. Say this prayer 3 consecutive
days and then publish it. -F.N.B.

Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved
and preserved throughout the world
now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus,
please have mercy on us. St. Jude, worker
of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper
of the hopeless, pray for us. Thank you
St. Jude and Blessed Mother for favors
granted. - L.M.S.

IN THANKSGIVING

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy St.

40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in virtue,
rich in miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need. To you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart & humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to come
to my assistance. Help me in my present
and urgent petition. In return I promise
to make your name known & cause you
to be invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail
Marys and Glorias for 9 days. Thank you
for prayers answered. - G.H.G.

Thank you, St. Jude, for prayers
answered. - PLP

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

TO PLACE AN AD OR PUBLISH A PRAYER
Call: 303-715-3212 | Email: classifieds@archden.org
Ad Cost: $7/line, 5 line min. | Prayer Cost: $7/line, 3 line min.
ADVERTISERS: Please check your ad at fi rst publication. Notify us immediately if errors.
We accept responsibility only for the fi rst incorrect insertion. The publication assumes no
fi nancial responsibility for errors or omission of copy. The Denver Catholic reserves the
right to reject any ad.
READERS: Please consider carefully the advertiser before you purchase an advertised
product or service. We make every effort to ensure the legitimacy of all products and
services advertised in the paper; however, publication of advertisements does not indicate
endorsement by the Denver Catholic.
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303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

Events & Announcements |

ELECTRICAL cont’d

HOUSE CLEANING cont’d PLUMBING cont’d

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Fall furnace tune-up,
clean & safety check - $79 (regularly $125).
10% discount off service calls, equipment
purchase & duct cleaning. Members of St.
Joseph Catholic Church for 40 years. Family
owned and operated. Call 303-571-1171,
No. CO 970-482-7520. Visit our website
at www.heatexchangerexperts.com for
important information and latest news.

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY;
LET US DO THE WORK. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Please call 720-227-5564.

IN-HOME HEALTH CARE
SERVICES
CLINICAL PEDICURES
Blessed Feet offers professional foot care
in your home provided by a licensed nurse
with 40 years experience. Cash payments
preferred. Call 303-638-0707.

LANDSCAPING
EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
& CONCRETE SERVICES - Also spring
yard clean-up & sprinkler turn-on. BBB
Member. Free estimates, military & senior
discounts. 10% off w/ad! Call 720-877-3733

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS

HOUSE CLEANING
AS YOU LIKE IT CLEANING SERVICE
Quality-Service-Affordable-Bonded-References. Call 720-351-6004. “Your Priority
List, Not Ours”. Looking for work? We
need help! Call today.

Winter prices - $500 OFF. Interior or exterior house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

PLUMBING
ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST
Also, remodeling or repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

TREE SERVICE

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

REMODELING

Tree pruning special, winter watering &
tree fertilization!! Comprehensive care
and maintenance. 23 years in business!
Free estimates. Call today: 303-456-6898

HONEST, EXPERT WORK
BEST PRICES - 303-249-8221

WINDOWS

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

BEST PRICES - BEST WINDOWS
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
303-249-8221

M D K REMODELING

Family Business. Senior discount. New
windows or repair existing windows.

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

HELP WANTED

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price on
roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen Discount.
Licensed & Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

SPRINKLERS
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.
Professional installation and repairs.
Lifetime warranty. Fast, friendly service. All
work guaranteed. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

CATHOLIC CHARITIES/ARCHDIOCESAN
HOUSING - We are now hiring for the
following full-time positions (Mon-Fri, 8am5pm) with full benefits: Maintenance Techs
for several of our housing sites (bilingual
preferred) & Janitor for one of our housing
sites. Please visit jobs.ccdenver.org for full
listing and application instructions. EEO/AA

CNAs - for The Little Sisters of the Poor.
We are seeking compassionate, reliable
CNAs for FT & PT evenings and nights to
assist our elderly residents through quality
nursing care. Please send resume to
hrdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org.
www.littlesistersofthepoordenver.org.
CATHOLIC SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
POSITIONS - The Diocese of Colorado
Springs is currently hiring Principals for
the following two Pre-K to 8th grade
Catholic schools: Corpus Christi and St.
Paul. We seek dynamic Catholic leaders
for the 2016-17 academic year. Application
& complete listing of job & skill requirements available at www.ucsdcs.org. For
questions, contact Holly Goodwin, Superintendent of Catholic Education – Diocese
of Colorado Springs, 719-866-6456 or
hgoodwin@diocs.org.

Service Directory |

Classifieds

HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

COACHES FOR BISHOP MACHEBEUF

REGISTRAR - for Saint John Vianney
Theological Seminary. This is a full-time
administrative position. Bachelor’s
degree req’d; master’s degree or higher
preferred. Read the full job description at
www.archden.org/careers. Please email
an application, resume, & cover letter to
careers@archden.org (include “Applicant”
in the subject line) no later than 4/15/16.

Bishop Machebeuf High School is currently
hiring for the following positions: Head
Cheer Coach, Assistant Baseball Coach,
Head Girl’s Basketball Coach and Head
Swim Coach. Applicants: Visit www.
machebeuf.org for job description and
requirements.

DIETARY AIDE PT & COOK PT - for
Little Sisters of the Poor. We are seeking
a P/T Dietary Aide Tues & Thurs - Sun
evenings from 4pm - 7:30pm; more hours
available if desired. We also need a P/T
Cook 4 days per week including every Sat
& Sun; 1-2 yrs exp preferred. Email resume
to hrdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org
or apply in person at 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver, 80211.

SENIOR CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CEMETERY PROPERTY
FOR SALE

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

now hiring for these full-time positions:
Director of Philanthropy, Sr. Director of
Philanthropy, Philanthropy Officer –
Campus Advancement, Planned Giving
Officer, Sr. Director of Planned Giving,
HelpDesk Tech, Administration Specialist,
and FOCUS Share Parish Services Manager.
For full job descriptions and to apply,
please visit our website: www.focus.org/
jobs or email your cover letter and resume
to hr@focus.org.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

HIRING HOMECARE!! Committed, caring, dedicated male or female to provide
in-home care. Hours/live-in available.
Start now using your skills! Call 303-9881846, 8:30am-4:30pm for appointment.

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS
Risen Christ Catholic Parish has an immediate need for part time Maintenance
Techs (16 to 27 hours, weekends and
weekday mornings). Practicing Catholic.
Light repair, janitorial and handyman
work. Please send resume to Mike at
mblupton@risenchristchurch.org.

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS
St. Vincent de Paul in Denver is seeking 2
- 3 part-time techs for light repair, janitorial, handy man & outside work. Varied
schedule, some weekend work. Interested
applicants: submit cover letter, resume &
salary requirements to kay@saintvincents.
org no later than Thurs., March 31st.

Lovely established area, easy access from
main gate. One plot - Sect. 33, Blk 6, Lot
58. Asking $3000 (current value is $3555),
incl. trans. fee. Call Roy at 970-326-6566

Circle Mausoleum, easy access from main
gate. Lower niche #116, Blk 9, holds two
urns. Asking $3000 or best offer, incl trans
fee. Call Art at 720-581-0546.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Madonna Mausoleum, beautiful spot near
stained glass window. Companion niche,
Sect. J, Tier H, Niche 39. Asking $3000, incl.
transfer fee. Call 512-330-4799

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY One lot in a
beautiful older area; convenient location.
Sect. 19, Block 2, Lot 11, Grave 7. Asking
$2,800 incl transfer fee. Call 916-847-1210
or email: dlwestlake@gmail.com
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Single crypt in Ascension Mausoleum #92,
Tier F, Top Level inside, current value is
$7,350, asking $6,300; incl transfer fee. Call
970-858-2386, please leave a message.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two crypts for sale in the sold out St.
Anthony Mausoleum, Tier F, #145 and #146
with a lakeview. $11,000 plus $100 transfer
fee. Call Brigette at 708-717-0056.

NEED HELP?

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!
CALL
303-715-3212
EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org

69 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Easter is not a question mark

E

xcavating my desk recently, I
found the program notes from a
Tallis Scholars concert my wife
and I had attended a few months ago.
The Tallis
Scholars
GEORGE are a marWEIGEL velous a
capella
ensemble,
The Catholic Difference
but most of
their music
George Weigel is a
that night
distinguished senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy
was rather
Center in Washington, D.C.
too minimalist for my tastes. In any event, the
author of the program notes described
Arvo Pärt’s I am the true vine, and its
“qualities of stasis and timelessness,”
as reminiscent of what “former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams
has described as ‘silently waiting on the
truth, pure sitting and breathing in the
presence of the question mark’.”
Which put me in mind of an old joke
that used to circulate in the editorial
offices of First Things. Harvard University’s crest, it seems, used to read Veritas
Christo et Ecclesiae [Truth for Christ and
the Church]. Christ and the Church were

jettisoned over a hundred years ago; the
crest now reads, simply, Veritas. The
joke was that the crest’s next iteration
would be Veritas? – thus honoring the
post-modern canon that there is no “the
truth,” only “your truth” and “my truth.”
During Lent, I’ve been rewatching
the magnificent 1981 BBC production
of Bridehead Revisited – the best TV
adaption ever made of a great novel, in
part because of the stunning cast but
in larger part because Evelyn Waugh’s
book is the screenplay. In the second
segment, the protagonist, Charles
Ryder, muses on what he had once been
taught about Christianity in terms that
took me back to that joke, and to Rowan
Williams “sitting and breathing in the
presence of the question mark” while
“waiting on the truth:”
“I had no religion [Ryder recalled]…
The view implicit in my education was
that the basic narrative of Christianity had long been exposed as a myth,
and that opinion was now divided as
to whether its ethical teaching was of
present value, a division in which the
main weight went against it; religion
was a hobby which some people professed and others did not; at the best it

was slightly ornamental, at the worst
it was the province of ‘complexes’
and ‘inhibitions’....and of the intolerance, hypocrisy, and sheer stupidity
attributed to it for centuries. No one had
ever suggested to me that these quaint
observances expressed a coherent
philosophical system and intransigent
historical claims; nor, had they done,
would I have been much interested.”
Large parts of the western world seem
similarly uninterested today. And the
notion that Christianity is mythical rubbish unfit for intelligent adults has been
given a new lease on life by the mediadriven success of the New Atheists,
although their fifteen minutes of fame
has just about expired (happy news for
anyone familiar with elementary logic).
So the real question today is not refuting the blustering Richard Dawkins. The
real question is, is the Church “silently
waiting on the truth” as in Dr. Williams’s image, shirking its evangelical
responsibilities while basking (or freezing, as the case may be) “in the presence
of the question mark”?
Lent and Eastertide ought to be occasions for the Church to examine its
collective conscience on this point. The

grittiness of Lent, and the “intransigent
historical claims” without which Easter
makes no sense at all, should remind us
that Christianity does not rest on myths
or “narratives,” but on radically changed
human lives whose effect on their times
are historical fact. Within two and a
half centuries, what began as a ragtag
gang of nobodies from the civilizational
outback had so transformed the Mediterranean world that the most powerful
man in that world, the Roman emperor
Constantine, joined the winning side.
How did that happen?
It didn’t happen because of better
myth-making. It happened because
those first Christians met a young rabbi
who promised that, should they believe
in him, each of them would become “
a spring of water welling up to eternal
life” (Jn 4:14). Then came what seemed
complete catastrophe: his crucifixion.
But they met that teacher again as the
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, and were
infused by his Spirit. And after that,
they didn’t sit around in the “presence
of the question mark; rather, they told
the truth of what they had “seen and
heard” (cf. 1 Jn 1:1).
And thereby changed the world.

The moment of truth: A financial conversion

D

o we really believe in the Church
and its teachings, or not? My
wife, Cathy, and I came to the
moment of truth. When our answer was
“yes”—we
believed in
DEACON Christ and
STEVE
Church
STEMPER teaching—we
Guest Column
knew we
needed to
Deacon Steve Stemper
make some
is president and CEO of
The Catholic Foundation
changes
of Northern Colorado. He
in our
has more than 30 years of
lives. This
corporate financial experience
included
and is assigned a deacon
at St. Thomas More Parish
our
in Centennial. He and his
finances.
wife, Cathy, have three
In Mark
daughters and one son. To
learn about The Catholic
12, Jesus
Foundation, visit http://
instructs
thecatholicfoundation.com.
us to “repay
to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to
God what belongs to God.” As a couple,
we did this well. Or so we thought. A
profound conversion experience in the
early 1990s led us to reconsider if we
were giving to God all that is his.
As a boy and into my 20s, giving
wasn’t a priority. I had memories of my
father dropping money in the collection
basket, but I wasn’t proactively taught

DISCERNMENT TIPS FOR GIVING
• Considerations to help discern if my giving is building me an eternal
reward in heaven.
• Analyze my finances. Do I donate 10 percent of my gross income? If not,
what would I tell Jesus is the reason?
• Pray about deciding what to give. Then put in writing my goals for 2016
and share it with somebody who will hold me accountable.
• Pray that God gives me the courage to “be not afraid.” Recognize there
will be roadblocks and doubts in my life. But just do it knowing God will
take care of me.

to do this. While studying at Colorado
State University, I occasionally attended
Mass. To tell the truth, I was more
interested in women and parties on the
weekend.
Then I met Cathy. I invited her to a
game of racquetball, and the rest was
history. We married at Queen of Peace
Parish in Aurora. Although Cathy was
raised Congregationalist, we became
somewhat regulars at St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial. On most accounts,
we were still lukewarm in faith and that
was reflected in our giving.
Our lives changed after Cathy entered
the Church in 1991. Then we traveled
to Medjugorje in Bosnia-Herzegovina
to the site where Our Lady reportedly

started appearing in 1981.
That’s when I changed. Once we came
home, the world was different. I felt like
I had a Saul-to-Paul kind of conversion,
only without being struck blind (Acts
9:1-9).
My conversion forced us to consider
life in a new light. We reexamined every
aspect of our lives, and we felt compelled to tithe. Everything became a gift
from God, including our money, and we
felt called to spend it preparing for our
home in the next life. “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ”
(Phil 3:20).
After adjusting our finances, Cathy
and I tithed 10 percent, even as we

were expecting our fourth child. We
also made up for the years when we
didn’t give as much. Years later, I took
a pay cut to give some of my time to the
Church and was ordained a deacon in
2000. Little did we know the joy, happiness and peace that would fill our lives.
God can never be outdone in generosity.
You see, faith and finances are
intimately tied. The single greatest contributor to our inability to see money
and possessions in their true light is
our persistent failure to see our present
lives through the lens of eternity. When
we have an eternal perspective and
understand that heaven, not earth, is
our real home, we know we can store up
treasures in heaven.
Money doesn’t buy heaven. Our faith
tells us we are saved by God’s grace,
but good deeds will accompany us on
our journey through death and to final
judgment (Rev 14:13). One of our good
deeds is our generosity, a fruit of the
Holy Spirit, as we read in Galatians 5:22.
These deeds will determine our eternal
reward.
Cathy and I joyfully tithe to the
Church to achieve that treasure stored
in heaven—and it’s worth every penny.
“Eye has not seen, and ear has not heard
… what God has prepared” (1 Cor 2:9).
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Prayer in the Square needs you on April 2

T

he world can seem such a mess that
we may wonder what we can do.
We need to pray. We need to pray
as individuals and as a Catholic community, for the
conversion
LARRY
of hearts
and the
SMITH
salvation
of souls.
Guest Column
There
are many
Larry Smith is the president
opportuniand CEO of Catholic Charities
of the Archdiocese of Denver.
ties to pray
Visit online at ccdenver.
and I’d like
org or call 303-742-0828
to invite
to learn more, volunteer
you to the
or make a donation.
upcoming
Prayer in the Square gathering on April 2
— and every first Saturday after that.
We need to let the world know our
commitment to our faith, that it’s not
okay to cut God out of public life. God is
public life. We need to let people know
that there aren’t many moralities; there’s

one morality which is the morality of
God, of Jesus Christ. We need to stand up
and declare that in public and let people
know. The greatest form of charity is to
save people’s souls, to get them to engage
in helping one another. This is the new
civil rights movement. Priests and clergy
can’t do it alone. Be a part of Prayer in
the Square. There’s strength in numbers.
As St. Paul wrote in his letter to the
Philippians, “Have no anxiety at all, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known
to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”
Prayer in the Square is an opportunity
to pray for the innocents. That could be
children killed in the womb in America
and around the world — or any person
at risk of being denied true dignity and
loving care due to aging or health issues.
It’s also to pray for Christians around
the world who are being persecuted and
murdered for their faith.

All people of good will need to stand
up and say, “Enough.” The opportunity
to do that in a very public way will take
place at Prayer in the Square on the
west steps of the state Capitol in Denver
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 2, the day
before Divine Mercy Sunday. Prayer
in the Square is a lay movement in the
Archdiocese of Denver with the blessing
of Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, who
will celebrate Mass at 9 a.m. April 2 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. He will then lead the
rosary at the state Capitol at 10 a.m.
Prayer in the Square is a part of the
first Saturday devotion to Our Lady of
Fatima. We gather at 10 a.m. on those
mornings at any of five locations on
the Front Range to pray. And every
three months, all the groups gather on
the steps of the state Capitol to pray
together.
So please join us April 2 on the steps
of the Capitol for bilingual Prayer in the
Square.

Then, on Saturday, May 7, join Prayer
in the Square at any one of the five
locations. Two are in Denver: in front
of Planned Parenthood at 3846 Pontiac
St., and at Ruby Hill Park at 1200 W.
Florida Ave. We also meet in Highlands
Ranch at Civic Green Park at 9370 Ridgeline Blvd., and in Fort Collins, across
from the Planned Parenthood at 825 S.
Shields St. There is also a Prayer in the
Square in Greeley at Centennial Park,
2315 W. Reservoir Road.

i

PRAYER IN THE SQUARE

Saturday, April 2
10 a.m.
Colorado State Capitol
200 E. Colfax Ave.
Denver, CO 80203
9 a.m. Mass at Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception
For more info, visit
prayerinthesquare.com

The precepts of the church
I’ve been reading more about the Church and
I’ve come across something called the “precepts”
of the Catholic Church. How important
are they? Why these five extra “rules”?

G

reat question. First, they are
gravely important (a matter of
spiritual life and death). Second,
they are not “extra”; they are the
absolute
minimum.
FATHER
Basically,
MIKE
the Church
SCHMITZ wants
to make
Ask Fr. Mike
things as
simple as
Father Mike Schmitz is
possible
the chaplain for Newman
Catholic Campus
for us. At
Ministries at the University
some point,
of Minnesota Duluth.
someone
fathermikeschmitz@gmail.com
always
comes along and asks something like,
“What is the absolute least I can do and
still be okay?” So, the Church answers
the question. Basically, do these five
things, strive to follow the Ten Commandments, and assent to the teaching
of the Church. If you do these, you are
“still okay.” Ultimately, they ensure
that we are connected to the life and
strength given to us through the Church
(in the Sacraments and the mission of
the Church).
A “precept” could be described as an

obligation legitimately placed upon
Catholics in order to urge our observance of a law. The five precepts of the
Catholic Church are largely unknown
(even to most Catholics!). This is
strange, don’t you think? It is especially
strange when we consider what the Catechism says about the precepts of the
Church. “The precepts of the Church
are…obligatory…[and are] meant to
guarantee to the faithful the indispensible minimum in the spirit of prayer
and moral effort, in the growth in love of
God and neighbor” (CCC 2041).
The “indispensible minimum!” A
person literally cannot do any less and
consider oneself a “living Catholic.”
That is why I said that the precepts are
a matter of life and death; if a Catholic is
not doing these things, they do not have
a pulse. If this all I am doing to live out
my faith, I have a faint pulse, but a pulse
nonetheless.
Furthermore, if I know that these
precepts are required (and now you do…
ha!), and consciously refuse to fulfill
them, this is likely a mortal sin.
Why don’t people know this? Two
reasons immediately come to mind.
First, I think that they are so basic, that

THE PRECEPTS
OF THE CHURCH:
• You shall attend Mass on
Sundays and on holy days of
obligation.
• You shall confess your sins at
least once a year.
• You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least
once during the Easter season.
• You shall observe the days of
fasting and abstinence established by the Church.
• You shall help to provide for
the needs of the Church.

most Catholics far surpass them and
therefore don’t need to really examine
if they have been fulfilled. Most likely,
if you are an active Catholic, you do
these (and more!) regularly. I invite us
all to examine ourselves and see if we
are especially weak in any one area (Do
we regularly skip Sunday Mass? Are we
getting to Confession? Are we tithing?).
The other reason most of us don’t know
the precepts is because our teachers
want to be sensitive to us. We all know
how much strangely more difficult it
becomes to do something when it is an
obligation. As long as I am choosing this
(as in: this is all my own idea), then I do
not resent doing anything. The minute
someone tells me that this is something

that I HAVE to do, even if it is something simple that I would have done
anyways, the action takes upon itself the
weight of a burden. We are funny like
that, aren’t we? I think that our teachers
want to spare us from that experience,
and so they (unwisely, even though
well-intentioned) neglect to mention
the necessity of these precepts. (another
theory is that the last precept involves
money and no one likes to tell someone else what to do with their money…
except commercials, and magazine ads,
and billboards, and our broker, and the
government, and…)
In a positive sense, you are going
to be protecting and nourishing your
relationship with God and the Church
if you keep these five precepts of the
Church. You can think of them as some
arbitrary obligation placed upon you
(they’re not, by the way), or as checkpoints to make sure your life remains
on course. They are a simple test of your
spiritual “pulse.” From this perspective,
they provide a certain comfort. Have
you ever been worried that you were
doing enough? It is a good question.
How do you answer it? “Well, I feel like
I am today…I don’t feel like it this afternoon…”. The Church spares us from
this agony, but not from the question
(because it is a really good question!).
We have a criterion for self-evaluation.
The precepts are neither arbitrary nor
mysterious. They are practical and concrete. You can trust them.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

