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The Advent of Mercy

W

e are about to begin the
season of Advent, when we
prepare to welcome Jesus
with the joy of those who have been
rescued from their sins. We are also
one week away from the opening of the
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Together, these two liturgical events
remind us that with his birth, Jesus
Christ showed us the “face of mercy.”
Pope Francis in establishing the Holy
Year desires it to be “a true moment of
encounter with the mercy of God…a
living experience of the closeness of the
Father, whose tenderness is almost tangible, so that the faith of every believer may
be strengthened, and thus, testimony to
it be ever more effective.” It is a time to
strengthen our faith in the Father’s personal tenderness for each one of us.
Before Jesus was born in a stable
in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago, no one
had seen the face of God directly. But,
as Pope St. John Paul II wrote in his
1980 encyclical Dives in Misericordia,
“Christ confers on the whole of the Old
Testament tradition about God’s mercy
a definitive meaning. Not only does He
speak of it and explain it by the use of
comparisons and parables, but above all
He Himself makes it incarnate and personifies it.” The Holy Trinity, in its three
persons, is mercy; and that is why it is
so important for every human being to
encounter them and have a relationship
with them.
In that relationship, mercy and truth
are inseparable companions. Mercy
always presupposes that there is sin and
brokenness that needs the healing of the

Father’s compassion, forgiveness and
love. His mercy, while never condemning,
never condones sin or leaves a person in
sin. The light of the truth reveals sin, and
in his mercy, he heals the wounds caused
by sin with his tenderness and love.
Responding to God’s outpouring of
mercy is also important as we learn
from Jesus’ command, “Be merciful,
just as your Father is merciful” (Lk.
6:36).
Jubilees do not happen often. The last
jubilee was 15 years ago, and the next
ordinary one won’t occur until 2025, so
this opportunity to receive the mercy of
God and to help bring it to others is rare.
Do not ignore this grace offered by God
through his Church.
During this jubilee year, there are several archdiocesan events where you can
experience God’s mercy, and the truth
of what St. John the Evangelist wrote,
“God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but that the
world might be saved through him” (Jn.
3:17).
The Year of Mercy will begin on Dec.
8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, and will last until Nov. 20,
2016, the Feast of Christ the King. I
invite you to attend the 5:30 p.m. Mass
at the Cathedral to open the Year of
Mercy in the archdiocese.
During the year, five penance services
will be held in various locations, with
confessors who speak both English and
Spanish available. There will also be five
pilgrimage sites with Holy Doors where
an indulgence can be obtained, after
satisfying the appropriate conditions.

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 6: Mass for installation of pastor, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.)
Dec. 8: Mass, Opening of Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (5:30 p.m.)
Dec. 9: Mass and blessing of new oratory, Centro
San Juan Diego, Denver (3:00 p.m.); Year of
Mercy Penance Service, Christ the King Parish,
Denver (7:00 p.m.)
Dec. 10: Lectorate Mass, Redemptoris Mater
Seminary, St. JPII Center, Denver (5:30 p.m.)
Dec. 12: Mass, Our Lady Mother of the Church,
Commerce City (5:00 p.m.)

@ArchbishopDen

Nov. 13

Join me in praying for Paris and for all
victims of terrorism. St
Genevieve and St John
Vianney, pray for us!
#ParisAttacks +sja
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Pilgrims will be able to participate in a
special “pilgrimage passport” that will
encourage them to visit all five sites.
On Jan. 23, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish in Northglenn will host
an English-language conference on
the jubilee, called Mercy Chose Me.
Speakers will present on the meaning
and importance of the Year of Mercy,
the beautiful witness of Julia Greeley
– Denver’s “Angel of Charity” – and
on how to live a spirituality of mercy.
Opportunities to participate in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy will
also be presented.
Opportunities for the Hispanic community to participate in the jubilee year
will include a special focus on mercy
at the annual Youth and Charismatic
Congresses, and the designation of Our
Lady of Guadalupe parish as one of the
pilgrimage sites. Additional events are
being planned as well.
Although he wrote his encyclical on
mercy in 1980, St. John Paul II’s words
seem like they were written yesterday.
The Father of mercies, he said, is particularly close to us, especially when we
are suffering. “And this is why, in the
situation of the Church and the world
today, many individuals and groups

guided by a lively sense of faith are turning, I would say almost spontaneously,
to the mercy of God,” he added (DM, 2).
Pope Francis’ decision to declare the
Jubilee Year of Mercy shows that he is
carefully attuned to this need for mercy.
His heart, like the heart of the Good
Shepherd, desires that every person
experience the mercy of Jesus, fall in
love with Jesus and stay in love with
him.
Lately I have been reading St.
Faustina Kowalska’s Diary, Divine
Mercy in My Soul, and in it she recalls
a message that Jesus gave her that
speaks to this longing. “I am Love and
Mercy itself,” Jesus said. “When a soul
approaches me with trust, I fill it with
such an abundance of graces that it
cannot contain them within itself, but
radiates them to other souls” (#1074).
I encourage you to read her diary
throughout the Year of Mercy, praying
with three or four pages a day.
May everyone in the archdiocese
experience the freedom and joy found
in God’s infinite mercy in a new and profound way during this year.
The latest information on Year of
Mercy events can be found at http://
archden.org/mercy.
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Vatican Notes

Vatican response to Paris attacks

REDEMPTION IS THE
GREATEST GIFT OF ALL

Countries
around
the world
lit candles
and lay
ﬂowers
to show
solidarity
with Paris.

The pope said that to use God’s name to
justify violence is “blasphemy”.
“I wish to forcefully reaffirm that the
path of violence and hate can never solve
the problems of humanity!” he said.
He prayed that Mary would watch over
France, Europe and the whole world. He
then led the pilgrims in a “Hail Mary”. Mary
is especially significant to Paris, as the first
French Christian King, Clovis, designated it
as France’s capital in 508. St. Louis himself
placed the crown of thorns in Notre Dame
de Paris (“Our Lady of Paris”) cathedral in
1239. The Virgin Mary appeared to St. Catherine Labouré three times in the year 1830.
SOURCE: CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY
Illustration by Kyle Malone

V

iolent terrorists attacked the
French Capitol Nov. 13. The
jihadists attacked a concert hall,
soccer stadium and several popular cafes
and restaurants, killing at least 130 and
injuring over 350 more. Islamic State has
claimed responsibility for the attack.
“I wish to express my deep sorrow for
the terrorist attacks which on Friday
evening covered France in blood,” Pope
Francis said at his Angelus address on Nov.
15. “Such barbarity leaves us shocked and
makes us wonder how the human heart
can conceive and carry out such horrible
events, which have shaken not only France
but the entire world.”

STOCK IMAGE

NEWS IN BRIEF

US bishops meet with Obama Vatican Secretary of State:
Leading Catholic bishops met with
“We will not let ourselves
President Barack Obama on Nov. 14.
They have confirmed that they disbe paralyzed by fear”
cussed religious liberty and a number of
other issues.
“The bishops are grateful for this
opportunity for candid, cordial dialogue
with the President and Vice President
of the United States,” the conference
said in a written statement after the
meeting.
The White House confirmed that the
meeting was held “to follow up on Pope
Francis’ visit to the White House earlier
this fall.”
The meeting came just days after the
Supreme Court decided to hear multiple challenges to the administration’s
contraception mandate, including one
by the Archdiocese of Washington and
an appeal by the Little Sisters of the
Poor. However, the White House said
the meeting focused on issues the two
groups agree upon.
“Those priorities include things like
climate change, immigration reform,
certainly our diplomatic efforts in Iran
and Cuba,” press secretary Josh Earnest
noted. “Broader issues related to social
justice are priorities of the Catholic
Church and are priorities shared by the
administration.” SOURCE: CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

After the attacks on Paris Nov. 13, some
have feared that terrorists will make good
on their threats to harm the Vatican.
However, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, secretary of state for the Vatican, said that the
tiny country will not be intimidated.
“What happened in France highlights
the fact that no one can consider themselves excluded from (the threat of )
terrorism,” Cardinal Parolin told the
French Paper Le Croix in an interview
published Nov. 15. “The Vatican could
be a target because of its religious significance. We are capable of increasing
the level of security in the Vatican and
the surrounding area. But we will not let
ourselves be paralyzed by fear.”
Islamic State claimed responsibility
for the Paris attacks that killed at least
130 and injured over 350. IS specifically
threatened Rome in the video they
released after the attack. Pope Francis is
likely the biggest target in Rome. However, Cardinal Parolin says the Pontiff
is not letting the threats stop him from
being a shepherd.
“These events don’t change the Pope’s
agenda at all,” he said. SOURCE: CATHOLIC NEWS
AGENCY

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
By Charles Dickens
Adapted by Richard Hellesen
Music by David de Berry

NOV 27 – DEC 27
FAMILY DAY • DEC 6
Tickets include on-site activities for kids 6+ • 4 tickets for $140 with code FAMILYDAY

DENVERCENTER.ORG
303.893.4100 • GROUPS: 303.446.4829
SHOW SPONSOR

SUPPORTING SPONSOR

HealthONE
F A M I LY P R O D U C T I O N

THEATRE COMPANY SEASON SPONSORS

PRODUCING PARTNERS

Singleton Family Foundation
Dr. Reginald & Mrs. Faye Washington
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Using God’s name to justify violence
is ‘blasphemy,’ Pope Francis says

Soldiers walk by the Eiﬀel Tower. Paris was attacked on Nov. 13. Islamic State
has taken responsibility. STOCK PHOTO

V

atican City (CNA/EWTN News)On Nov. 15 Pope Francis again
expressed shock and sorrow for
the Nov. 13 terror attacks in Paris, condemning the acts as an “affront to human
dignity,” and encouraging attendees to
find hope in Jesus.
“I wish to express my deep sorrow for
the terrorist attacks which on Friday evening covered France in blood,” the Pope
said in his Angelus address.
“Such barbarity leaves us shocked and
makes us wonder how the human heart
can conceive and carry out such horrible events, which have shaken not only
France but the entire world.”
Speaking to pilgrims gathered in St.
Peter’s Square, the Pope said that when
faced with such “intolerable” acts of
violence, one “cannot but condemn the
disgraceful affront to human dignity.”
Francis assured his closeness to French
president Francois Hollande, as well as
to the families of the dead and wounded,
entrusting them to the mercy of God.
“I wish to forcefully reaffirm that the
path of violence and hate can never solve
the problems of humanity!” he said,
adding that “to use the name of God to
justify this path is blasphemy.”
He prayed that Mary would protect
and watch over France, Europe and the
entire world, and paused for a moment of
silence before leading pilgrims in praying
a Hail Mary.
The Pope’s comments come in wake of
the worst terrorist attack Europe has seen
since the Madrid train bombings of 2004,
when Islamic extremists killed 191 people.
On Nov. 13 eight Islamic terrorists
carried out a violent siege across Paris,
targeting bars, restaurants, a concert
hall and a football stadium in the heart
of the city.
It was the deadliest attack on French
soil since WWII, killing at least 129
people and leaving 352 injured, 99 of
whom remain in critical condition, Reuters news reports.
Eyewitnesses reported hearing the
terrorists cry out “Allahu Akbar!” –
Arabic for “God is Great!” as the violence
unraveled.
In his reflections on the day’s Gospel,
Pope Francis focused on Jesus’ description of the end times in the day’s Gospel,
taken from Mark Chapter 13.
Among the apocalyptic signs Jesus
mentions are wars, famines and cosmic
catastrophes, such as the darkening of
the sun and the moon. However, the Pope
emphasized that these elements “are not
the essential part of the message.”
The heart of Jesus’ message, Francis said, “is himself; the mystery of his

person and of his death and resurrection,
and his return to the end of time.”
Our ultimate goal is to encounter the
Risen Lord, he said, explaining that “we
aren’t waiting for a time or a place, but
we’re going toward a person: Jesus.”
Because of this, our main concern
shouldn’t be how or when the signs will
occur, but rather to be ready, and focused
on how we should live and act today, he
said.
He turned to the parable Jesus tells his
disciples of the fig tree that sprouts and
grows leaves when the summer is near.
What the image shows us, he said, is that
“the prospect of the end doesn’t distract
us from present life, but makes us look to
our days with a perspective of hope.”
“That virtue is so hard to live: hope.
It’s the smallest of the virtues, but it’s the
strongest,” he said, adding that our hope
is found in a concrete person: “the face of
the Risen Lord.”
Jesus’ victory at the end times will be the
triumph of his Cross, Francis said. It is the
proof that self-sacrifice done out of love
for another is “the only victorious power”
and the only stable point in the midst of the
tragedies and turmoil of the world.
In addition to being the final destination of our earthly pilgrimage, Jesus is
also a constant presence in our lives, he
said, explaining that Jesus references the
future as a means of inspiring his disciples to live the present better.
“(Jesus) stands against false prophets,
against the visionaries who perceive that
the end of the world is near, and against
fatalism,” the Pope said, explaining that
in every age the Lord seeks to rescue
his disciples from “curiosity, dates, projections, horoscopes,” and to help them
focus on the present.
In off-the-cuff remarks, Pope Francis
asked how many of those gathered read
daily horoscopes. He told them not to
answer aloud, but to respond “internally.”
For those who read it, Francis told
them instead to turn to Jesus, “who is
with you,” adding that “It’s better. It will
be better for you.”
The Pope closed by stressing the
importance of being vigilant, and warned
against the extremes of either impatience or “drowsiness,” as well as the
temptations to either look too far into
the future or remain too attached to the
present, without thinking about our final
destination.
“Even to this day there is no shortage of
natural and moral disasters, nor of adversity and hardships of every kind,” he said,
and reminded attendees that the Lord is
the “only guiding light that refreshes our
steps.”
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Seminary aims for excellence in spiritual formation
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

SEMINARY

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary: http://sjvdenver.edu

S

,

t. John Vianney Theological Seminary is doubling down on its
e
commitment to excellence in the
spiritual formation of future priests
with the establishment of a new endowed
chair, which will be occupied by Ignatian
lscholar Father Timothy Gallagher.
In October, the seminary welcomed
Father Gallagher, a priest of the Oblates of
the Virgin Mary and popular author and
sspeaker, as its first St. Ignatius Loyola Chair
of Spiritual Formation. Father Scott Tray.nor, the seminary’s rector, said the decision
to dedicate the institution’s third academic
chair to spiritual formation “demonstrates
oa commitment to pursue excellence in this
critical aspect of priestly formation.”
. He explained that the chair was established “to support research, publication
eand teaching in support of the formation
fof future priests in interiority for mission,”
and that the work of the chair will help
seminarians “to pursue a life of growing
intimacy with the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, and to allow that intimacy to inform,

Father Gallagher:
http://frtimothygallagher.org

In October, Father Timothy Gallagher joined the faculty at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary as the ﬁrst occupant of the St. Ignatius Loyola Chair of
Spiritual Formation. PHOTO BY ZACHARY BOAZMAN

direct and sustain their pastoral activity.”
Father Gallagher was ordained in 1979
as a priest of the Oblates of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, an Italian religious community dedicated to retreats and spiritual
formation according to the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius.

He studied at the Pontifical University
of St. Thomas Aquinas and the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. Upon
earning his Sacred Theological Doctorate in 1983, Father Gallagher began a rich
career of forming seminarians, first at the
seminary for the Oblates in Boston, and

later through the Institute for Priestly
Formation in Omaha.
In addition to his work of forming
seminarians, Father Gallagher has led
numerous retreats and parish missions,
and he has published many books and CD
sets on Ignatian spirituality.
“For decades, Father Gallagher has
brought a tremendous gift of research,
writing, teaching and spiritual direction
to bear in the formation of priests and lay
persons alike,” said Father Traynor.
Father Gallagher expressed sincere
delight in working with seminarians in
Denver.
“There is so much life here in Denver,
and the Church is young and growing and
alive and you feel it at the seminary,” he
said.

Seminarians Zachary Boazman and
Peter Srsich contributed to this report.
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SUPPORT CATHOLIC EDUCATION THIS GIVING SEASON
MACHEBEUF

an academic community of faith

HOLY FAMILY
H I G H

S C H O O L

Your donation to Bishop Machebeuf High School will provide tuition assistance
that supports academically strong students with character and courage to stand
as today’s leaders with confidence to inspire tomorrow’s future.
Coloradogives.org/Machebeuf
Donating to Holy Family High School helps to provide ongoing support that keeps
tuition affordable while maintaining a first-rate educational product to form the next
generation of Catholic leaders. Coloradogives.org/HolyFamilyHighSchool
A donation to Seeds of Hope allows economically disadvantaged students
access to a quality Catholic grade school education that will provide opportunities
for success in college, career and life. Coloradogives.org/SeedsofHope

SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY!
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GIVE CATHOLIC ON
Colorado Gives Day - December 8th
The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul serves in the name of
God, those who are in need.
Help us feed, clothe and
shelter the poor with
a donation on Colorado
Gives Day. Donate at www.
ColoradoGives.org/SVDP

JPII Outdoor Lab awakens
Catholic school youth to
relationship with Christ through
mountain experiences, integrating
faith and science and providing
an opportunity to discover the
living God through scripturalbased environmental science and
outdoor activities. Donate at
www.outdoorlab.jp2adventures.com
or www.ColoradoGives.org/
JohnPaulIIAdventureInstitute

M

JPII Outdoor Lab

Mother Cabrini Shrine

Divine Mercy Supportive Care

Please support Mother Cabrini
Shrine on Colorado Gives Day!

Help Divine Mercy Supportive Care (Catholic hospice)
continue to provide Catholic End of Life Care to all,
including Priests, Nuns and other Religious.

Your gift helps us preserve
the great legacy of St. Frances
Cabrini and maintain the
Shrine for future generations.

Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/DivineMercySupportiveCare

Visit our website at
www.mothercabrinishrine org.

Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/MotherCabriniShrine
The Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery,
who are celebrating their 50th Jubilee,
embody their core values of common
prayer, community life and hospitality.
These values continue to shape their
monastic tradition of contemplation
and prayer for the world as together
they seek God in community.
Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/
BenetHillMonastery

HARVEST OF HOPE PANTRY

The only food pantry in Boulder serving anyone who comes
to the door – families, single working poor and homeless.
Separate shopping hours for those with kitchens and those
without kitchens.
Our mission is to live the Catholic faith by providing healthy
supplemental food to Boulder families and individuals
in need of food assistance within a safe, welcoming and
non-judgmental environment.

Catholic Outdoor
Adventure Program
CAMP WOJTYLA leads and
challenges youth through
adventures in the wilderness into a
transformative relationship with
Jesus Christ and His Church.

Donate at

www.ColoradoGives.org/
JohnPaulIIAdventureInstitute

Donate at

www.ColoradoGives.org/HarvestofHopePantry

camp-w.com
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Discipleship for a lifetime
Cabrini youth ministry sees fruit
of ‘new’ youth ministry model

-Nell Minnow, Beliefnet

4-TIME BAFTA NOMINEE

JULIET
STEVENSON

ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE

MAX
VON SYDOW

GOLDEN GLOBE WINNER

RUTGER
HAUER

T H E U N T O L D L I F E S T O RY O F
MOTHER TERESA

L
L

BEST DIRECTOR &
BEST LEADING ACTRESS
Mirabile Dictu

L
L

Int’l. Catholic Film Festival

BEST PICTURE &
AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD
SEDONA
Int’l. Film Festival

thelettersmovie.com
One of Cabrini’s sororities, the Militia Immaculata. ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVERCATHOLIC

C

“Quietly powerful, with an appealing
patience and grace in storytelling.”

BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

abrini parish youth minister Steve
Nepil said he wasn’t satisfied with
the retention and depth of their
old youth ministry model. He said their
old model centered on trying to entertain
teens, which put the Church in competition with smart phones, video games, and
other forms of modern entertainment.
The youth ministers were finding it difficult to keep the nights entertaining and
still present the deeper truths of the faith.
“We were in a cool opportunity to try
something new,” Nepil said, in an interview about his program’s new approach.
His video interview and the full-length
story can be found on http://denvercatholic.org
Now, instead of entertainment nights,
Cabrini youth ministry is centered on
creating an atmosphere of real relationships, tradition, and a sense of belonging
to something greater.
“These are things that the 21st century
teenager wants,” Nepil said. “Instead of
doing programs, we’re trying to form
culture.”
This culture is formed through discipleship. Middle school students are placed
into confirmation groups, where older
high school students help teach. After confirmation, teens who want to participate in
youth ministry are sorted into fraternities
and sororities, which are subdivided into

IN THEATERS EVERYWHERE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

individual Bible studies. The Bible studies meet once a week, and the whole youth
4.925" X 6.1375"
SAT 11/28
group gathers for retreats and recreation.
DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER (DENVER)
“When a high school kid walks into
our youth group, they can say I belong to
this young adult who personally mentors
me. They very much know where they
belong,” Nepil said.
The teens in the program say that their parish
• Pay for three nights at
isn’t just a place for
our shelters
Sunday worship. Through
(circle
one:)
(circle one:)
AE:newborns
Artist:
• Buy
400
diapers for
ART APPROVED
their fraternities and
That’s
•
Provide
one
month
of
heating
Emmett Heather Carrie Jane Josh
AE APPROVED
sororities, they’ve found a
what
for a family
community. They said this
Ronnie
• Buy aSteve
bus pass for oneMaria
month Tim
discipleCLIENT APPROVED
experience will help them
ship is. It evangelize in college.
• Feed 62 people in our shelter
#:
brings the
“I’m so grateful for what Confirmation
Colorado Gives Day is an annual statewide
I’ve had here, because it
movement to celebrate and increase
faith out
#100
B u c ks H elps
philanthropy in Colorado through online
taught
me
in
so
many
ways
into the
giving. It is celebrated on December 8;
how to live my faith. Now
however, donors may schedule
world”
donations throughout November.
when I go to college, I can
LANDON
spread that and live it even
BAIRD
more,” said Landon Baird,
High school
a senior at Heritage High
senior
Go online and schedule your
School.
Catholic Charities donation today.
“Community’s great when you’re just at
Your gift will help to serve more than
the Church, but if you don’t put it out in
50,000 men, women, children and
families who are in need each year—
the world, it really has no impact. That’s
with food, shelter, daycare, counseling,
what discipleship is. It brings the faith
emergency services and more.
out into the world,” Baird said.

“

#100BucksHelps:

coloradogives.org/ccdenver

CABRINI YOUTH MINISTRY
View a video of Cabrini Youth ministry
at the annual dodgeball tournament
and read the full-length article at
http://denvercatholic.org

SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY!
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A call to serve: Priest to become Naval chaplain

F

Father Greg Lesher is a parochial
vicar at St. Thomas More Parish in
Englewood and a Lieutenant Junior
Grade in the Navy. He will become
an active duty chaplain with the
Navy after he fulﬁlls his service at St.
Thomas More. PHOTO BY JACOB MACHADO

BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138
aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

ather Greg Lesher doesn’t want to
just serve the people of St. Thomas
More parish; he also wants to serve
sailors on battleships out to sea.
Father Lesher was ordained a priest in
May 2015, and he is also currently ranked
as a lieutenant junior grade in the Navy.
After fulfilling his service at St. Thomas
More, he will go active duty and serve as a
full-fledged Catholic chaplain in the Navy.
Father Lesher has had an interest in
the military since high school, where
he participated in the JROTC program
at Romeoville High School in Chicago.
Before college, Father Lesher sought to
apply for the ROTC scholarship and join
the Marines. However, a history of asthma
disqualified him from this, so he decided
to go with his back-up plan. He moved to
Denver and studied International Development at the University of Denver in
hopes of doing disaster relief and humanitarian work.
During this time, Father Lesher was
also wrestling with God about becoming

a priest. A Holy Thursday
mass said by Father Leo Weber
gave him a new perspective on his
vocation.
“I already knew I wanted to be a servant,
and I had been surprised in the homily that
Father Weber had described priests as servants,” Father Lesher said.
After a long battle with God, Father
Lesher entered the seminary. One day at

Merry Christmas!
Need some extra cash?

Personal Loans Available!
Starting at 6.49% APR*
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient locations.
Bringing Catholic Values
to Financial Services
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit; certain restrictions may apply.
Membership required. See website for more details.

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

more Catholic priests to serve as chaplains
in the military at the U.S bishops’ general
assembly in Baltimore.
One fourth of military personnel and
their families – roughly one million people
- identify as Catholic, but there are only 217
Catholic priests serving in the Military
Archdiocese, he said.
“When you’re with the Navy and you’re
out to sea, there’s either a Catholic priest
with you, or there’s not, Father Lesher said.
“There is no local parish in the middle of
the ocean.”
Most of the troops Father Lesher will
be working with are in the 17-22 age
group. These young men and women are
immersed in one of the most stressful
and dangerous environments one can be
in, which motivates Father Lesher in this
calling all the more.
“It really tugs at my heart when I find that
[the troops] have such little access to Catholic priests,” he said. “It’s incredibly important
that we have that priestly presence.[I’ll] get
to be a voice of peace and comfort and healing and love in the midst of all of that.”

lunch, he was surprised to
find military recruiters
there to talk about
military chaplaincy, which
he’d never considered before.
“When I saw
the military
recruiters, my
whole life came
back into focus,”
Father Lesher said.
“I suddenly realized
that God hadn’t been
saying ‘no’ to me, but rather he
had been saying, ‘not in the way you’re
thinking about it.’”
There’s an extreme shortage of Catholic chaplains in the military. Archbishop
READ MORE
Timothy P. Broglio of the Archdiocese of
Military Services recently appealed for http://denvercatholic.org
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LEFT: A picture by
Lisette Clemons of one
of Saint Junípero Serra’s
missions in California.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY LISETTE CLEMONS

BELOW: Saint Junipero
Serra. PHOTO FROM WIKICOMMONS

In the footsteps of a new saint

Local teacher makes pilgrimages to
teach scouts about Saint Junípero Serra
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

L

isette Clemons might be a poster
child for dedication.
Clemons’ eldest son is an Eagle
Scout, which means she is involved in
scouting, too. Every year, the Archdiocese
of Denver Committee on Catholic Scouting (DCCS) hosts a retreat during which
scouts learn about an American saint. This
year, they learned about Saint Junípero
Serra. Clemons volunteered to study and
ultimately teach about him.
For some, that might mean reading a
few books. Clemons, however, decided to
retrace his entire mission.
“I had to walk where he walked. As a
teacher, you have to fully know and understand what you are going to teach. For me,
I need to live it,” Clemons said.
Clemons went to California and visited
each of Saint Serra’s missions. Saint Serra
was canonized on Sept. 23 by Pope Francis during his trip to the United States. The
pope reminded the Church in his homily
that Saint Serra was a man known for his
evangelistic zeal. A Franciscan priest, Saint
Serra learned the language of the Pame
Native Americans. He went on to establish
missions throughout California.
“Junípero Serra left his native land and
its way of life. He was excited about blazing trails, going forth to meet many people,
learning and valuing their particular customs and ways of life. He learned how to
bring to birth and nurture God’s life in the
faces of everyone he met; he made them his
brothers and sisters. Junípero sought to
defend the dignity of the native community,
to protect it from those who had mistreated

and abused it,” Pope Francis said.
Clemons said that walking in Saint Serra’s footsteps was a beautiful and spiritual
experience.
“I spent my days and nights praying,
asking our new Saint Serra to guide me and
teach me, because I can’t know what was in
his heart,” Clemons said.
Clemons’ pilgrimage wasn’t just for personal fulfillment. She knew she would take
what she had learned back to the scouts.
However, she still found herself growing
through the experience. For example, she
was able to spend the night at the mission
of San Antonio, which is one of the few
missions people say Saint Serra would still
recognize today.
“I could picture the Native Americans
coming out of the hills to the mission to
pray,” Clemons said.
Despite these experiences of closeness,
Clemons said the pilgrimages only whetted
her appetite.
“I want to learn more. I truly feel, after
my pilgrimage, that I have come back with
more questions than answers.” Clemons
said.
Clemons walked the scouts through her
pilgrimages during the DCCS retreat Nov.
21. Steve Wagner, the acting communications chair for DCCS, said that dedicated
people like Clemons help Catholic scouts
in Denver experience their Catholic culture and grow in desire for holiness.
“We’re hoping that by chronicling all
these American saints over time, boys and
girls will see what made them saints and
start trying to incorporate those activities into their daily lives,” Wagner said.
Perhaps this kind of dedication will help
the scouts incorporate Saint Serra’s motto,
“¡Siempre adelante!” or “Always forward!”

Nativity Creches – Crucifixes – Rosaries – Religious Statuettes – Liturgical Items
Home Decor and Kitchenware – Specialty Items – Custom Orders

Visit Us At:
Park Meadows Mall, Colorado Mills Mall & Mesa Mall

Bethlehem Handicrafts

Quality hand-crafted olive wood products from the Holy Land.
Made by Christian hands. Loved by Christian hearts.
www.bethlehemhandicrafts.com • 720.201.7193
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Denver Catholic

High School
Placement Test

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 5
2015

Around the Archdiocese

The High School Placement Test (HSPT) is a required exam for all current
8th graders seeking admission to any of the Denver Catholic High Schools.
Students are encouraged to take the exam at their first choice high school.
Please visit the school website to learn more and to register for the test.

ARRUPE JESUIT

Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$10 Registration Fee

HOLY FAMILY

Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

Formed
is a new
multimedia
streaming
platform
full of
Catholic
content.

BISHOP MACHEBEUF
Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

FORMED: “Netflix” for Catholics
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

MULLEN

Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

REGIS JESUIT

Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee
rev 12.17.09

ST. MARY'S ACADEMY
Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

Pre-registration is encouraged but walk-ins will be accepted at all locations
on the day of the test. Space may be limited by the availability of test packets.
Check-in begins 30 minutes prior to the test time.

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
Harry Stevenson
52 Years

Matt Whaley
27 Years

Lloyd Swint
11 Years

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the needs
of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable options
is at the heart of what we do.
With more than a 90 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley and Lloyd
Swint have assisted families with care and compassion.
Today, their experience, combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels,
is virtually unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

P

lopping down on the couch has
never been so spiritual.
FORMED is a new multimedia
platform created by the Augustine Institute that gives Catholics instant access
to all kinds of Catholic content, including video, audio and books. Born out of
a partnership between the Augustine
Institute, Lighthouse Catholic Media and
Ignatius Press, FORMED launched Sept.
1 and already boasts 40,000 users in over
1000 parishes worldwide.
In addition to all of the Augustine
Institute in-house video series such as
Symbolon, Beloved and Reborn, FORMED
also features much of the Lighthouse
Catholic Media catalog as well as digital
books from Ignatius Press. They were
also able to secure Bishop Robert Barron’s
Catholicism series through Word on Fire.
It’s been affectionately referred to as a
Catholic “Netflix.”
“You have the best Catholic teachers,
authors and speakers coming together in a
very entertaining, riveting and transforming way,” said Steve Pries, director of parish
programming for the Augustine Institute.
FORMED makes it easy for parishes to
access great Catholic content they can use
to teach their parishioners as part of their

catechesis education. In fact, providing
curriculum to parishes was an important
factor in the creation of FORMED.
“FORMED was the way to make
[content] very accessible,” said Justin
Leddick, a video production specialist
for the Augustine Institute.
Parishes can subscribe to FORMED
for $139.99 per month, and in addition to
using the content FORMED provides for
their own programs and classes, they’ll be
given an access code they can then give
to their parishioners, who can then use
FORMED for their own personal use.
“At first glance it seems like an easy way
to plug into the parish programs, but it’s
really so much more,” Pries said.
The FORMED platform was intentionally designed to allow for users to
easily access all of its content from most
devices. In an increasingly digital world,
this allows for FORMED to compete with
other forms of media and still proclaim
the Gospel accurately and authentically.
“We’re so blessed to be able to bring
the Gospel of Jesus to the digital world,”
Pries said. “Anyone around the world can
have immediate access to some of the
best teachings of the church in one of the
most entertaining ways.”
FORMED
To learn more about FORMED and
subscribe, visit http://formed.org/start.

Business Leaders

Are You Fully Living Out Your Noble Vocation?
Come to a free, 90 minute lunch & learn on 12.02.15. Discover
how you, as a business owner, CEO or president, can live an authentic, holy
life by integrating the conflicting demands of your faith, family and work.
Also learn how Attollo can help you set & achieve your business and
personal goals while also helping everyone
associated with your business to thrive.

Register today at
www.attollo.eventbrite.com
Seating is limited.
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Bringing hope
to Juarez
Father Peter Urban is a retired priest living at St. Anthony of Padua Church in
Denver. His involvement in Miguel Pro Mission has given hundreds of kids in
Juarez, Mexico the opportunity to receive an education. PHOTO BY AARON LAMBERT
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

J

uarez is a city that needs hope, and
Father Peter Urban and Miguel Pro
Mission aim to deliver.
Miguel Pro Mission is an organization
Father Urban got involved in 20 years ago
in an effort to bring hope to the poor in
Juarez, Mexico. A big part of what Miguel
Pro Mission does is providing scholarships to poor students to help them get a
proper education.
Father Urban’s involvement in Miguel
Pro Mission began 20 years ago. He met
a group of nuns in Juarez called the
Tonantzin Sisters who were working to
form small group communities in different parts of the city. They met every week
to pray, study the Bible, form fellowship
and discuss plans for what they could do
to better the city of Juarez.
Among those plans was the idea of providing scholarships to students, and 20
years later, they’re still doing it.
Many people in Juarez work in “maquiladoras”, or factories, to support their
families, where the average income is
$20 a week, or 50 cents an hour. The
educational system in Juarez only provides an education through 6th grade,
and the unfortunate reality is that many
people living there don’t have an education past that because they can’t afford it.
This perpetuates a cycle of poverty, one
that Father Urban is working diligently
to change.
There have been three students who
have gone on to graduate from the university in Juarez as a result of Miguel
Pro Mission’s scholarship program. One

of these is Oscar Sandoval, who is now a
P.E. teacher at a school.
“One person like that will influence
thousands of students for the next 20 or
30 years,” Father Urban said. “What if
there were 500? I think it would change
the whole city of Juarez.”
This ambitious attitude is what keeps
Father Urban involved in Miguel Pro
Mission. He’s hoping to one day support
up to 500 students at a time, and he’s held
several fundraisers over the years to help
achieve that goal.
The most recent of these was on July 5,
when he hosted world-renowned pianist
Richard Steinbach to perform a concert for over 300 people at St. Anthony
of Padua Church, where Father Urban
lives. They raised over $22,000 to give to
Miguel Pro Mission.
Juarez is known for being one of the
most dangerous cities in the world, but
Father Urban says that the situation
has improved. The drug wars have settled down, there aren’t as many corrupt
police, and the Mexican government has
cracked down on extortionists, threatening to send them to prison for life, he said.
While these are steps towards a brighter
future for Juarez, there is still much work
to be done. Father Urban won’t stop until
every child in Juarez has the opportunity
to get a full education.
“Not only will these students get a job,
it’s a matter of extracting yourself from
misery,” he said. “It’s misery to make $20 a
week. A step above that is a dignified life of
poverty, almost like the poverty of Jesus.”
By donating $25 each month, you can
contribute to the mission of Miguel Pro
Mission. Visit http://miguelpromission.
com to learn more.

MACHEBEUF

Bishop Machebeuf High School
an academic community of faith

Community Service
a Machebeuf Core Value

Donate today to help
Bishop Machebeuf High School
continue to form disciples of Christ.

machebeuf.org/donate
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Vogue Venerables: People to love before they’re beatified
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

Here are three venerables to learn
about before they’re
all cool and canonized. As an added
bonus, all of them
had cameos by other
saints and/or possible saints in their
lives. Remember:
Saints have saints
for friends.
Note: I took all of my research from the
books Saintly Men of Modern Times and
Saintly Women of Modern Times by Joan
Carroll Cruz. Both books are full of stories like these, and I cannot recommend
them highly enough!
VOGUE VENERABLES
For the full version of this article, go
to http://denvercatholic.org

VENERABLE GIACOMO GAGLIONE

Giacomo Gaglione was born a healthy
child in Italy in 1896. Just before his 16th
birthday, he came down with a disease
that eventually paralyzed his legs. He was
miserable and bitter, resentful of the idea
of having an irreversible handicap.
By God’s providence, Giacomo was
exposed to two great saints. The first,
St. Guiseppe Moscati, was a physician
at the University of Naples. Then, when
Giacomo was 23, he met Padre Pio. Padre
became Giacomo’s spiritual director.
The influence of two saints was enough
to help Giacomo accept his bed-ridden
fate. He began to see being paralyzed as a
gift from God. He started an organization
called the Apostolate of Suffering, through
which he helped patients embrace their
fates and offer their pain for the good of
others. Giacomo died 50 years after his
paralysis set in. He spent those 50 years
dependent upon his mother and sisters
for care. He is remembered for his joy, and
for the many people who benefited from
his prayers, example and apostolate. He
was named Venerable in 1994.

Join Monsignor Steffen & other Catholics!
Get

150
p/p
in

$

Fun Money*

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 days from $2,224*

Make 2016 the year you go “North to Alaska!”Visit both Denali National Park and Glacier Bay National Park on the same
trip. We are the largest independent tour operator in Alaska for a reason: we know the 49th state like it is our home.
Mass will be celebrated some days on tour and offered daily on board ship. Your Chaplain is Monsignor Steffen from
Alton, IL. He is the Pastor of The Historical Saints Peter and Paul Proto-Cathedral. He also serves as a Chaplain for other
communities and hospitals. This will be his 7th trip with YMT. Departs July 28, 2016
*Prices are per person, double occupancy. Plus $299 taxes & government fees. Based on base cabin category. Cabin upgrades are available, as is add-on airfare. Receive $150 p/p
in Vacation Fun money if booked by 12/31/15, Fun Money will be distributed by Visa gift card and mailed out after final payment is received. Seasonal surcharges and single
supplements may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

CALL NOW:

1-877-230-1381
ymtvacations.com
Mention promo code EC0961

VENERABLE EDEL QUINN

Venerable Edel Quinn was an Irish
women who was deeply involved in the
Legion of Mary, started by Frank Duff,
whose cause for beatification is also open.
Edel was a mischevious but extraordinarily
kind child. She was also deeply religious.
As her association with the Legion would
suggest, she had a strong devotion to Our
Lady. She was also devoted to her schoolwork, but had to leave school when she
was 17 to help support her family. Then,
at the age of 25, she made arrangements
to enter the Poor Clares. However, shortly
before she was scheduled to enter the convent, she was diagnosed with tuberculosis.
She stayed in a sanatorium for a while,
but it was clear that the treatments didn’t
help and Edel didn’t want to continue to
be a financial burden on her parents. She
resigned herself to the fact that she had
limited time left, and decided to serve as
much as she could with it.
The Legion of Mary had just begun to
explore the idea of opening a mission
in Africa. Edel volunteered to go alone,
knowing full well she would probably
never come back to Ireland. She arrived
in Nairobi, Kenya on Nov, 24, 1936, and
discovered a multitude of difficulties.
Her mission field included over 20 African tribes and several European groups,
nearly all of whom lived apart from one
another and spoke different languages.
There was also the problem of weather.
The rainy season made the roads unsafe
to drive, so she would often have to slog
through the mud to her various meetings.
At other times, she would walk through
extreme heat and dust, which could not
have been pleasant for someone with
lungs that would occasionally hemorrhage. But she never complained. She
used her hours of walking for prayer.
Perhaps that’s why her mission was such
a success. She would go to a village, start
a Legion of Mary chapter, and then correspond with the locals to help with any
problems. Despite her tuberculosis and
malaria, she overcame all of the cultural,
geographical and linguistic barriers and
helped establish hundreds of chapters of
the Legion of Mary. She only weighed 75
pounds toward the end of her life, but still
insisted on travelling to see her spiritual
children. After her death in 1944, her grave
in Nairobi became a place of pilgrimage.

VENERABLE PAULINE MARIE JARICOT

Venerable Pauline Marie Jaricot lived
during the early to mid-1800s in Lyons,
France. Her early formation included an
intense spiritual anxiety that led her to
constant confession and doubts about
God’s mercy.
As she grew older, she seemed to react
against this by becoming, of her own
admission, self-involved. She earned a
reputation as a flirt, an extravagant dresser
and quite the bombshell.
When she was 17, she heard a priest give
an intense homily against vanity. That was
her conversion moment. She began to visit
the poor and sold her jewelry to help them.
She wrote, “I took such extreme measures
because, if I had not broken off all at once,
I would not have done it at all.”
Pauline made a vow of perpetual chastity
in 1816. Shortly after that, her extraordinary
gift of organization began to manifest. She
gathered vulnerable girls her own age on the
streets and found them work in a silk factory.
People began to say that Pauline was
using the money from her organizations
for herself, so she went to Rome to get the
pope’s approval. She stayed with St. Madeleine Sophie Barat, champion of devotion
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. While in
Rome, she became ill, so the pope actually
came to her at Mother Barat’s convent. He
told her as he left that he thought Pauline
was dying. However, Pauline experienced
a miraculous recovery at the shrine of St.
Philomena a few weeks later.
Pauline went back to France and started
a home where other lay women lived with
her and helped serve the poor. St. John
Vianney was a frequent visitor and Pauline’s spiritual director.
With Father Vianney’s blessing, she
started a new ministry to help working men
earn a living. Unfortunately, the men she
put in charge of the money for this project
embezzled funds. Pauline was held accountable to the investors for all of the stolen
money, which forced her to sell her land.
Pauline became ill again. She bloated
horribly. The poor she had served during
her health now had to bring her food.
Pauline, formerly a rich socialite, died
disgraced, disfigured and humiliated on
January 9, 1862. However, it does not
appear that her mind was on her sufferings,
as her last words were, “Mary, my Mother,
I am all yours!”

13

DENVER CATHOLIC | NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 11, 2015

Investing in God’s kingdom yields the highest returns
BY DEACON STEVE STEMPER

T

he oft-quoted businessman and
Dallas Mavericks owner Mark
Cuban gave this overriding advice
to his fans: invest your money in yourself.
“You, Inc. is the best stock you can ever
buy” and will yield the best return, he
wrote in his blog.
There’s no denying Cuban knows a
thing or two about investments. After
launching a series of business ventures
and making a fortune through the sale of
startups, Cuban is now hailed as a successful entrepreneur and a star on the
reality TV series “Shark Tank.”
His advice sounds edifying, but sacred
Scripture provides greater depth to our
understanding of sound investment.
Underlying Cuban’s advice is the premise that our money is our own. St. Paul
tells us in 1 Corinthians 6 that we are not
our own. God purchased us at a price—
this price was the death of his Son on the
cross. Therefore, we are to glorify him in
all ways, including with our wealth.
With this in mind, the holy Church
calls on us to change our perspective.
Rather than owners of our wealth, we are

managers of God’s money. With a shift in
our perspective—that our wealth, possessions and assets belong to God—we
begin to see everything as a gift. Subsequently, we find generosity becomes both
easier and more exciting. We become less
conflicted about sharing “my” funds and
“my” possessions, and we recognize we’re
blessed with the opportunity to share
what’s been God’s all along.
Certainly, spending money on ourselves and temporary things is not wrong,
but it may not be the best option. If we
have an eternal perspective and understand heaven, and not earth, is our real
home (see Phil 3:20), we will invest in the
treasures of heaven.
Randy Alcorn, a Protestant author and
director of the nonprofit Eternal Perspective Ministries, says it well when he talks
about obstacles to the best investments.
“I’m convinced the greatest deterrent
to our giving is this: the illusion that earth
is our home. Where we choose to store
our treasures depends largely on where
we think our home is. It all comes down
to one question, ‘Where is your home?’”
To the Christian, God gives a clear
answer. In Matthew 6, Christ tells us not
to store up treasures on earth “where

moth and decay destroy, and thieves break
in and steal,” but to store up treasure in
heaven. Mother Teresa had nothing on
earth, but placed her treasure in heaven
by helping the poverty-stricken, hungry
and dying.
Cuban’s advice to concerned investors
also lacks this eternal understanding. His
perspective fails to see the best investment is in heaven. The great news is
Christ says he will reward us generously
by building our treasure above, promising a return of “a hundred times” (Mt
19:29). That’s 10,000 percent interest!
Such a return is made possible when
we give to the family of faith. Paul tells
us in Galatians 6:10: “…while we have
the opportunity, let us do good to all, but
especially to those who belong to the
family of the faith.”
Giving for the faith usually means
giving to our Church, whether it’s giving
to Catholic Charities, which supports
thousands experiencing homelessness
and poverty, or giving to support the
education of our youth through Seeds of
Hope, or many other ways.
The benefit of giving to the Church is a
chance for the love of God to flow through
us, and let the recipient know, at least

indirectly, that it is due to the teachings
and love of Jesus.
This Advent and Christmas season, we
have a special opportunity to give through
Colorado Gives Day on December 8, the
great Catholic feast day of the Immaculate
Conception. Many of our ministries in the
Archdiocese of Denver participate in this
online campaign to encourage financial
support during a time when need is high.
This year you also have the option to
pre-schedule a gift throughout November
by visiting www.coloradogives.org.
Life is short. Eternity is long. I encourage you to be the best manager of God’s
gifts to you and your family by making
an investment that will last for eternity.
God’s word assures us of the blessings to
come: “For the Son of Man will come with
his angels in his Father’s glory, and then
he will repay everyone according to his
conduct” (Mt 16:27).

i

COLORADO GIVES DAY

Dec. 8 | http://coloradogives.org
Participating ministries include Catholic Charities, Bishop Machebeuf High
School, Holy Family High School,
Seeds of Hope and many more.

Father Robert Hehn passes away
 December 10

BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

F

ather Robert Eugene Hehn passed
away on Nov. 11, 2015. He was 78
years old.
Father Hehn was born on April 18, 1937
in Fort Collins to Harry Joseph Hehn
and Nora Irene Michaud Hehn, both of
whom are now deceased. He was one of
seven children. Both of his sisters would
become religious sisters.
Father Hehn attended St. Joseph Catholic Grade School in Fort Collins and
went to High School in Wellington. He
attended seminary at St. Thomas Seminary in Denver.
He was ordained on May 25, 1963
by Archbishop Urban J. Vehr at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception in Denver.
Father Hehn served his first year as a
priest as an assistant pastor at St. Anne
Parish in Granby and St. Peter Parish in
Kremmling. He then served as an assistant pastor at St. Catherine of Sienna
Parish in Denver from 1963-1968. He
spent 1968-1969 as the assistant pastor
St. Rose of Lima Parish, Denver, and
then occupied the same position at St.
Anthony Parish in Sterling for a year.
From there, Father Hehn served as

 Dec. 18-Jan. 1
 January 15-17
Father
Robert
Hehn
passed
away Nov.
11, 2015.
DENVER
CATHOLIC
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Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Retreat House Closed
Weekend Retreat (Women)
Weekend Retreat (Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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an administrator at both Sacred Heart
Parish in Peetz and St. Catherine of
Sienna Parish in Iliff from 1970-1977.
Father Hehn was the pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Basalt, St. Mary
of the Crown Parish in Carbondale and
Snowmass Chapel from 1977-1990; and
was the pastor of St. Mary Parish, Rifle
and Sacred Heart Parish, Silt from 19902012. He also served as the chaplain for
the Boy Scouts of Denver from 1967-1969
and for the Knights of Columbus Council No. 11803, Rifle from 1996-2012. He
retired June 13, 2012.
Father Hehn is survived by five of his
six siblings: Sr. Rosella Mary, S.C.L, Patrick Hehn, Tom Hehn, Sr. Ruth Helen,
S.C.L. and John Hehn.

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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The little “t” traditions of Advent
BY DANIEL BARELA

A

s a “Freshman Catholic” I wanted
to learn about the history and
ways to celebrate Advent. Turns
out my Cradle Catholic wife got to learn
some things too!
The earliest form of Advent started
in Spain. The Council of Saragossa in
380 AD referred to a period of preparation from Dec. 17 until the feast of the
Epiphany.
Advent did not appear in Rome until
the mid-sixth century when the Feast of
the Nativity became a major solemnity,
and in its earliest form, the time of preparation lasted six weeks before Christmas.
It wasn’t until Pope Gregory the Great
(590-604 AD) that the current tradition
of four weeks was established.
The early centuries of the tradition
had a very penitential theme, while the
Roman tradition focused more on the
liturgical aspect of the season.
So, that’s the short explanation of the
long history of Advent.
Now armed with the understanding

PHOTO BY WIKICOMMONS

that these are traditions with a little
“t”, and are evolving as time passes and
cultures communicate, here are some different customs from different regions of
the Catholic world to enjoy and celebrate
the coming of Christ.
EUROPEAN TRADITIONS

The Advent wreath was adopted into
Christian traditions in the Middle Ages.
The wreath usually contains three purple
candles and one pink. A candle is lit on
each Sunday during Advent with the
pink, symbolizing joy, being lit on the
third for Gaudete Sunday.

I found this beautiful description of
the meaning of the Advent wreath that I
couldn’t resist including, “In the ritual of
lighting an extra candle each week on the
Advent wreath, we give expression to the
hope and longing of the people of the Old
Covenant for a redeemer, and the gradual realization of God’s promises through
the prophets and finally John the Baptist
and the Virgin Mary. The wreath itself,
symbol of victory and glory, symbolizes
the fullness of time, the birth of Christ
and the glory of his coming.”
The Advent calendar originated in
Germany in the 1850s. It started as a
Protestant tradition by making a chalk
mark on a door or lighting a candle for
each day leading up to Christmas. The
first printed Advent calendars appeared
in the early years of the 20th century, and
now when you open each day you will
often find a holy icon, a bible verse or a
piece of chocolate.
Placing a lit candle in the window is a
tradition that is still practiced today in
Ireland. It serves the primary function of
being a symbol of welcome to Mary and
Joseph, but once upon a time it also represented that the house was a safe place
to perform Mass. This comes from the
B 4 l C AT H O L I C C H A R I T I E S

time of English sovereignty over Ireland
when the practice of Catholicism was
being suppressed.
Additionally, the candle is to be lit by
the youngest member of the house and it
is only to be put out by a girl named Mary.
LATIN AMERICAN TRADITIONS

The Posada is a tradition that began
in Mexico. Each of the nine days before
Christmas, ending on the night before
Christmas, which is called “La Noche
Buena,” literally translated as “the good
night,” a group of “pilgrims” travel from
house to house and each of the “innkeepers” turns them away. At the last
house they are invited in for prayer and
refreshments.
La Novena is a tradition dating back
to the 1700s from South America and is
similar to that of “La Posada.” Each of
the nine nights from Dec. 16 until Dec.
24 a series of prayers are made for Mary,
Joseph and the baby Jesus. In some countries the prayers are accompanied by
singing and musical instruments.
These are just some of the wonderful traditions and ways to celebrate the
Advent season. I wish you all a joyous and
blessed preparation!
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pastors
Tell the faithful about your events
and services this Christmas Season
in the December 12th
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A box ad, listing your parish mass schedule for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day is only $75

Call Cindy today at (303) 715-3212
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Bulletin Board
6 	Respect Life Holy
Hour at Cathedral
Basilica

DECEMBER

5 St. Anthony of
Padua Winter Fair

Dec. 5, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
thru Dec. 6, 7 a.m. – 4
p.m., St. Anthony of
Padua Church, 3801
W. Ohio Ave., Denver.
St. Anthony’s annual
winter craft fair, featuring crafts, gifts, baked
goods and fun. Contact Nadine Medina at
720-840-5041 or casamedina1688@gmail.com
for more details.

Transformed
5 Be
Dec. 5 – Dec. 19,

8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m., St.
Thomas More Parish,
8035 S. Quebec St.,
Englewood, free. Join
Fr. Greg Lesher for Be
Transformed, a holy
hour to pray for an end
to pornography. All are
invited. Contact Lori
Ugran at 303-221-9235
or loriu@stthomasmore.
org for more details.

1:45 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Denver. Pray
in defense of human
dignity and life at the
Cathedral on the first
Sunday of every month.

I

J

Holy Year of Mercy
Penance Service

10, St. Rafka Maronite
Catholic Church, 2301
Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood, free. St. Rafka
Church hosts the bone
relics of St. Sharbel.
Reception for relics at
5:30 p.m. on Dec. 8,
followed by the Divine
Liturgy for the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception and the opening
of the Jubilee of Mercy.
Chuch to remain open
until 10 p.m. on Dec. 10
for private prayers and
visit. Contact Mike Dunn
at 720-833-0354 or
infostrafka@gmail.com
for more details.

9

Our Lady of the Pines
Church, 9444 Eagle
Cliff Rd., Conifer, free.
ACROSS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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1	Catholic
bandleader,
Lawrence
___
5	Discontinue

15	Catholic
comedian
married to
Burns

3

4

21
24

25

33

34

35

39

42

60

18	Measures
19	There was
none at the
inn

I

N G

ANTIPHONS
CANDLES
DECEMBER
EXPECTATION
FOUR

T

GAUDETE
JOYFUL
PENITENT
PURPLE
ROSE

I

K K Z Q S
SCROLL
SEASON
WAITING
WREATH
YEAR

32

54

48
56

10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., St.
John Vianney Seminary,
1300 Steele St., Denver,
free. An opportunity for
single men to prepare
for the Lord’s coming
at Christmas. Contact
mimi.larsen@archden.
org or 303-282-3429
for more information.

900 W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield. Nativity
of Our Lord celebrates
Christmas Eve with a
midnight Mass. Arrive
early for an hour of
solemn music before
Mass. Contact Marcia
Marchesi at 303-4695171 or m.marchesi@
nool.us for more details.
7	The Archdiocese of
Edmonton
is in this
province
(abbr.)

8	“What eye
has not
_ _ _…” (1
Cor 2:9)
10	According
to I Thessalonians, we
will meet
the Lord in
this (with
“the”)

44

55

20 Men’s Advent
Retreat

9	USNA grad

46
49

57

50
58

51

52
59

11	Celestial
body used
in dating
Easter

62

63

64

65

66

12	Ever and
___

67

68

69

13	Identical

61
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41	 “Just _ _ _”

B R W A

I

T W R E A T H

31

41

47

28	Jesus told
him he
must be
born again
of the Spirit

I

30

43

26	Beverage
made with
beaten
eggs

T

13

27

40

45

53

12

37

38

38	Pitcher

T A X D B J

24

11

23

29

36

M N C C Y O S C R O L

L V E N

22

28

17	Actress
Russo

21	Designer
Piccone

10

20

37	Seaport in
New Jersey

O N R E

9

19

24	Unsteady
gait

I

8

18

23	Vane reading

E X P E C T A T

7

17

Q T U D W N A R E B M E C E D

I

6

16

33	Chief minister of the
Persian king
in the Book
of Esther

E

5
15

16	College in
New Rochelle, NY

20	Individual
facts

2

14

10	Latin 101
word
14	Animals
frequently
mentioned
in the Bible

3 p.m. – 4 p.m., Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver, free will
offering. As part of
the Bosetti Concert
Series, the Cathedral
choir under the direction of Mark Lawlor will
be featured. Contact
Kathleen Maclean at

Our Lady of the Pines
Catholic Church will
host its 11th annual
Cookie Walk. This is the
perfect opportunity to
stock up on Christmas
1

12 St. Peregrine
Healing Mass

970-213-9257 or kmaclean@denvercathedral.
org for more details.

24 	Solemn Midnight
Christmas Eve
Mass
20 Lessons and Carols 11 p.m., Nativity of
at the Cathedral
Our Lord Church,

7 p.m. - 9 p.m., Christ the King Parish, 830 Elm
St., Denver. Ring in the Year of Mercy by
DEC attending the first of four penance services in
the Archdiocese. Archbishop Aquila will be present
at each of them to perform the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The other services throughout the year
are as follows: April 20 at St. Anthony’s in Sterling,
Aug. 17 at St. Stephens in Glenwood Springs, and
Nov. 9 at St. Jospeh Parish in Fort Collins.

Walk
12 Cookie
9 a.m. – 4 p.m,

cookies, candies, breads
and crafts. Contact
Jane Nault at 303-6709985 or jfnault@msn.
com for more details.

8 a.m., Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church,
3549 Navajo St., Denver.
Monthly healing mass in
honor of St. Peregrine,
patron saint of cancer
and blessing with relic.
Contact Barbara Iacovetta at 303-455-0447 or
omcchurch@qwestoffice.net for more details.

of St.Sharbel
8 Relics
Dec. 8 – Dec.

ADVENT
L

FEATURED EVENT

39	Month of
the feast of
St. Patrick
42	St. John
_ _ _ (Basilica)
44	Opposite of
height
45	The newest
are the
Luminous

47	Squeal
48	Set on fire
53	Marian
month
56	“Star Trek”
navigator
58	Without
value
60	Aid and
___
62	Number of
years the
papacy
was vacant
between
the death
of Clement
IV and
election of
Gregory X

63	556, to
Nero
64	Equipment
65	Groans’
partner
66	Kind of
tchr.
67	“Casablanca” role
68	Young
horses
69	Dry
(comb.)

DOWN
1	“…and the
_ _ _ was
God” (Jn
1:1)

2	Letter by
which a
priest is
released
from one
diocese
and accepted into
another
3	Slow, musically
4	Mix dough
5	Biblical
animal of
transport
6	Number of
apostles
after Judas
died

22	_ _ _ of
Christ
25	“…but you
make it
a _ _ _ of
robbers.”
(Mt 21:13)
26	Genesis
skipper
27	Hollow
rock
29	Toronto
media
(abbr.)
30	Alphabet
string
31	Discrete
part
32	Brother of
Cain
33	Captain’s
post

34	“_ _ _ in a
manger…”
35	1986 World
Series
winners
36	Mountain
ridge
39	An evangelist
40	Tropical
cuckoo
43	The
soldiers
put this in
Jesus’ right
hand
44	OT prophetic
book
46	 “_ _ _
Night”
49	Surmise
50	The _ _ _ of
Forbidden
Books
51	Silk fabric
52	Young eel
53	Gift bearers
54	See 32D
55	Some votes
56	“Skedaddle!”
57	Mountain
range
59	Luxury car,
briefly
61	Lilt syllable
62	HBO competitor
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Shout Outs

Classifieds

Seminarians forgo learning, play life-size foosball instead

EVENTS

CONCRETE

ST. DOMINIC’S 5th ANNUAL HOLIDAY
MERCADO ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR -

ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE

Saturday, Dec. 5th, 8:30 am-6:00 pm, 2905
Federal Blvd., Denver. Shop for unique
gifts, religious pictures and fair trade items,
enjoy good food & Christmas spirit! For info
contact 720-468-1643.

PRAYERS
NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy St.

A couple of weeks ago, some seminarians from St. John Vianney Theological Seminary could be seen in the
courtyard of the John Paul II Center playing a game of life-size foosball. We’re not really sure what they’re teaching
our future priests over in the seminary, but regardless, it’s clear that they know how to have a good time. Could this
be the precursor to a new Church teaching involving a post-Confession life-size foosball game? If so, sign us up.

Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in virtue,
rich in miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need. To you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart & humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to come
to my assistance. Help me in my present
and urgent petition. In return I promise
to make your name known & cause you
to be invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail
Marys and Glorias for 9 days. Thank you
for prayers answered. - G.H.G.

IN THANKSGIVING

Supporting
victims of the
earthquake
in Nepal

Bakhita and Drexel award dinner honors
St. Joseph’s Hospital priest

Catholic Relief Services wrote a letter to
Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila thanking him the
entire Archdiocese of
Denver for a “generous
donation of $121,813.10 to
help the people of Nepal
after the devastating
earthquake that hit their
country.” It’s great to see
the Denver Catholic community band together
and make a difference,
not to mention see that
those second collections
at Mass go to such a great
cause.
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Thank you, Father, for having created us
and given us to each other in the human
family. Thank you for being with us in all
our joys and sorrows, for your comfort
in our sadness, your companionship in
our loneliness. Thank you for yesterday,
today, tomorrow and for the whole of our
lives. Thank you for friends, for health
and for grace. May we live this and every
day conscious of all that has been given
to us.. T.C.
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The 7th annual Bakhita and Drexel award
dinner honoring outstanding disciples and
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leaders in the Black
Catholic community was
held on Nov. 20. Father
Gabriel Okafor of St.

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr Jorge de los Santos

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

7:00 a.m. English, The Passionists
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Provided by Catholic TV

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
L
I
M
O

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 (1 hour special)
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
8:00 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Jorge Rodriguez

Joseph’s Hospital was
this’s year’s recipient.
In order to receive this
award, the recipients
must promote evangelization, be a steadfast
witness to the Catholic
faith and demonstrate
exceptional work to build
and unify the kingdom
of God. Over 120 people
were in attendance at
the dinner, and Father
Gabriel was presented
with a flag recognizing his
new citizenship as well
as a statue of St. Joseph,
representing his many
connections to him. PHOTO
BY JAMES BACA

Driveways, patios and walks. Senior
discounts. Customer referrals available.
40 years experience. Call Estimator, Bob
Falco, today at 303-919-4145

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION
30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

ENTERTAINMENT

St. Jude’S NOVENA - May the Sacred
Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved
and revered throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray
for us. Saint Jude, worker of miracles, pray
for us. Saint Jude, help of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day
and publish. - V.V.

MUSICAL MEMORIES - Take a walk
back in time with me! Singing the songs
you love so well for all occasions & groups.
Special Christmas programs available too.
Book now! 303-795-5612 or 303-881-4404.

ATTORNEY

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

FENCING
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – tax deductible.
Fast & free pickup. Helps those in need.
Call us at 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

NEED HELP?

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!
CALL
303-715-3212
EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org
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GUTTER CLEANING

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

ROOFING, cont’d

YARD WORK

HELP WANTED, cont’d

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

SILVER CROSS

JANITORIAL/MAINTENANCE P/T

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind

GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

Twin Pines Window Cleaning - Since 1994.
Residential Specialist in the Metro Area.
Insured, Reliable and Safe. Free Estimates.
Please call Bob at 303-329-8205

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

Tree trimming & removal, mowing &
edging, trash removal, concrete work,
overall yard clean-up. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Call 720-249-8352.

HANDYMAN

PAINTING

SENIOR HOUSING

HELP WANTED

M-F, 20-25 hrs w/occasional weekends.
Duties include janitorial, maintenance &
outside work. Pay based on experience.
Apply at Most Precious Blood, 2250 S.
Harrison St, Denver 80210 or email your
resume to parish@mpbdenver.org. No
phone calls please.

ALL-ROUND HANDYMAN

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

Minor repairs, carpet/floor cleaning, indoor
cleaning, outdoor clean-up. Minor electricity, plumbing & painting. Member: Our
Lady of Nativity. No job too small. Senior
discounts. Free estimates. Please call Dave
at 720-404-9118.

Winter prices - $500 OFF. Interior or exterior house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PLUMBING
ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Fall furnace tune-up,

REMODELING

clean & safety check - $79 (regularly $125).
10% discount off service calls, equipment
purchase & duct cleaning. Members of St.
Joseph Catholic Church for 40 years. Family
owned and operated. Call 303-571-1171,
No. CO 970-482-7520. Visit our website
at www.heatexchangerexperts.com for
important information and latest news.

HONEST, EXPERT WORK
BEST PRICES - 303-249-8221

M D K REMODELING

HOME HEALTH CARE
HOME HEALTH CARE - Compassionate,

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

HOUSE CLEANING

ROOFING

LILLY MAID

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price on

Experienced, honest and reliable.
Flexible hours and days. References
available. Free estimates. Please
call 720-296-1905.

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY;
LET US DO THE WORK. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Please call 720-227-5564.

MARIPOSA HAVEN ASSISTED LIVING
Cozy 5 Bed Home in Broomfield. Loving,
Person-Centered Care. Licensed.
www.MariposaHaven.com
Call for a tour 720-413-9904

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TREE SERVICE

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

experienced home health care and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment,
Mon-Fri. in southwest Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009.

Ever Growing

Transforming

Emphasizing Purpose, Dignity, & Quality Of Life

Also, remodeling or repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

Ever Learning

Ever Transforming

Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Join Affordable
Home Care’s
non-medicalNEEDED
team of comCAREGIVERS

passionate,
caregivers
making
Wonderful,dedicated
loving caregiver
needed
in a
difference
in the
homewoman,
bound.
Sloan’s Lake
arealives
forofanthe
elderly
If it’sMon.
in your
to help,
you areCNA
male
- Fri.heart
1:00 pm
- 5:00pm.
or
or female,
and experience
driving is not
an issue, you
hospice
preferred.
arePlease
the one!
newTouch
skills or
use your
callLearn
Personal
Senior
Sercurrent
skills
and experience
theonline
satisfacvices at
303-972-5141
or apply
at
tion
and fulfillment of one-on-one ratio
www.PersonalTouchSeniorServices.com.
in-home
Contact
us at 303-988-1821
Othercare.
positions
available
in Denver,
Lakewood and Littleton.

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are
Fall tree pruning special, winter watering
& tree fertilization!! Comprehensive care
and maintenance. 23 years in business!
Free estimates. Call today: 303-456-6898

WINDOWS
BEST PRICES - BEST WINDOWS
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
303-249-8221

now hiring for these full-time positions:
Director of Philanthropy, Sr. Director
of Philanthropy, Philanthropy Officer
–Campus Advancement, Planned Giving
Officer, Sr. Director of Planned Giving,
HelpDesk Tech, Exec. Administrative
Asst., Donor Relations Specialist & Office
Administrator. For full job descriptions
and to apply, please visit our website:
www.focus.org/jobs or email your cover
letter and resume to hr@focus.org.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
FOR SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two lots in a beautiful area: Sect. 32, Block
2, Lot 6, Graves 9 & 10. Asking $2800 ea.
incl. transfer fee; will consider offers.
Please call 720-323-5014.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Four plots

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST - for
Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of Denver,
to be a part of our faith-based psychology
services ministry. Part of Catholic Charities,
Regina Caeli brings a unique mental
health ministry to the service of the
Church. Regina Caeli provides internship
and residency training opportunities
by outstanding psychologists, while
providing therapy to those in need, in a
clinical, program or school setting. Supervisory experience in clinical setting reqd.
EEO/AA. Please apply at www.ccdenver.org

PIANO AND/OR ORGAN
ACCOMPANIST - Holy Trinity Catholic
Church in Colorado Springs is accepting
applications for a part-time Piano and/
or Organ Accompanist. For additional
details call 633-2132 x1006 or visit www.
holytrinitycos.org.

SENIOR HELPERS

CHAPEL HILL - Four plots located sideby-side in a beautiful location: Garden
of Apostles, Lot 509-D, Sect 2, Units 1-4.
$10,000 incl transfer fee. Call 303-850-9961
or email kmccdenver@yahoo.com.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two lots in Sect. 28, Blk 7, Lot 0, Gr 73 &
74. Lovely location with peaceful views.
Very easy access. Valued at $7100; asking
$6000, incl transfer fee. 303-534-5690.

ST. SIMEON CEMETERY
One lot in a lovely, peaceful area: Section
1, Block 4, Lot 9, Grave 7. Asking $2700,
transfer fee included. Please contact
Barbara at bgetter@ku.edu

OLINGER HIGHLAND
One plot with second right available in
beautiful Meditation garden at 104th and
I-25. Value $4995; asking $3495 incl. transfer fee. Please call 720-685-8181.

We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

ST. PIUS X SCHOOL - Primary Teacher,
full time, starting asap: 5 days/wk
7:30-3:30. Candidate must be practicing,
passionate Catholic. Bachelor’s degree
required, preferably in elementary ed or
related. Please email resume, cover letter
& any supporting docs to Eileen Michalczyk
at emichalczyk@stpiusxschool.net.

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...

Family Business. Senior discount. New
windows or repair existing windows.

CONTACT:

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen Discount.
Licensed & Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

CAREGIVERS

Classifieds

together in beautiful and desirable older
area. Sect. 31, Block 7, Lot 26, Graves 1, 2, 6,
7. Asking $11,200 including transfer fee. Call
479-531-8473 or email theff@cox.net.

CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Join Affordable
Home Care’s non-medical team of compassionate, dedicated caregivers making a
difference in the lives of the home bound.
If it’s in your heart to help, you are male
or female, and driving is not an issue, you
are the one! Learn new skills or use your
current skills and experience the satisfaction and fulfillment of one-on-one ratio
in-home care. Contact us at 303-988-1821

Service Directory |

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured
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Perspectives

A Thanksgiving meditation on
freedom and its enemies

S

hortly after jihadist murderers
killed over 130 people in Paris,
seven of the terrorists blowing
themselves up in the process, President Obama spoke to the nation and
described
the massaGEORGE cres as “an
WEIGEL attack on all
of humanity and the
universal
The Catholic Diﬀerence
values that
George Weigel is a
we share.”
distinguished senior fellow of
No, Mr.
the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.
President;
with all
respect, it was not.
According to one claim-of-responsibility, those murdered were not
attacked because they represented
“humanity” but because of who they
were specifically: the targets were men
and women of “crusader nations,”
who deserved violent death because,
whether they thought of themselves
as such or not (and none of them did),
they were aggressors in what the jihadis
claim is a war against true believers and
true religion.
Nor were those murdered killed

because they shared certain “universal
values.” They were murdered because
they embodied, for the murderers, the
West and its commitment to freedom.
There is no generic “humanity” for
jihadist kamikazes to attack. The jihadis
do what they do because of specific, religiously-warranted convictions. Their
targets are people who live certain specific “values.” And the attackers lived
(and died) in the belief that those values
are satanic and must be extirpated,
along with those who embody them.
Anyone who doesn’t understand
those four points has, literally, no idea
of what happened in Paris on the night
of November 13, 2015. And those with
no idea of what is going on are ill-fit
for leadership in a war the West did
not seek, but which the West must
prosecute if the world is to be safe for
freedom. Now there is something for
Americans to ponder this Thanksgiving
Day — something that might lift our politics out of the morass of silliness (and
worse) into which it has been led by the
likes of Donald Trump.
The Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington is best seen after a
snowfall, as its most striking features
are nineteen stainless-steel statues of

American GIs slogging through frozen
terrain in defense of another people’s
freedom. The figures march up a slight
slope toward the memorial’s Pool of
Remembrance and a wall inscribed
with the simple affirmation, “Freedom
Is Not Free.” And here, too, is something to ponder at Thanksgiving, that
most distinctively American of holidays: freedom must be earned in every
generation. Absent a commitment to
living freedom nobly and thus earning
it, freedom decomposes into license at
home (and becomes its own undoing),
or freedom is conquered from outside
by enslaving enemies, or both.
The proper Preface for Thanksgiving Day Mass in the United States
teaches this, noting that we have been
“entrusted…[with] the great gift of
freedom, a gift that calls forth responsibility and commitment to the truth
that all have a fundamental dignity”
before God. That truth, we must believe,
includes those whose religious faith has
turned them into pitiless, homicidal
monsters. But we may leave to God how
their monstrosity will be addressed
after jihadist murderers detonate themselves into eternity, deliberately taking
innocents they consider “infidels” with

them. Our living out of the “responsibility” that freedom carries with it must
include the commitment to resist jihadist evil with every legitimate means at
our command, calling the wicked by
their right names and preventing their
wickedness from defining the human
future.
I happened to be in Jerusalem when
the Paris attacks happened – ironically,
hours after the conclusion of a seminar I had led for Israeli, European, and
American scholars on the interaction
of religion and politics in the future of
the West. Less than two days after the
attacks, I participated in Sunday Mass at
the Notre Dame of Jerusalem Center. As
on so many occasions since 9/11, there
was a prayer for terrorist victims, this
time of the Paris attacks, in the General
Intercessions. But I heard no prayer for
the conversion of the wicked, for the
foiling of their future plans, or for the
ultimate defeat of the evil that is jihadist
terrorism. Why not?
So by all means let’s thank God, this
Thanksgiving, for the gift of freedom.
But let’s pray, too, for the defeat of the
jihadist wickedness that has declared
freedom its mortal enemy.

Jenner, Greer and the fatal philosophical flaw

I

seem to find myself in the somewhat
uncomfortable position of actually
agreeing with Germaine Greer.
Greer, for the uninitiated, is a “second
wave” liberation feminist who rose
to prominence in
MARY
the 1960’s.
BETH
She is the
BONACCI author of
The Female
Guest Column
Eunuch, a
book which
Bonacci is a syndicated
argues that
columnist based in Denver and
the author of We’re On a Mission the nuclear
from God and Real Love.
family
represses and devitalizes women, and
that women should give up celibacy and
monogamy. Politically, Greer says that
she identifies as either a Marxist or an
anarchist.
Hardly causes I have ever found
myself embracing.
So imagine my surprise when I discovered that Greer and I are in some
agreement when it comes to the subject
of “The Athlete Formerly Known as”
Bruce Jenner.
Jenner, as you may have heard, was

recently named one of Glamour magazine’s “Women of the Year.” (As one
pundit noted, “Before you’re named
Woman of the Year, shouldn’t you at
least be a woman for a year?”)
Recently, I ran across an interview
with the aging Greer, who denounced
Glamour’s decision in no uncertain
terms, saying that “I think misogyny
plays a really big part in all of this,
that a man who goes to these lengths
to become a woman will be a better
woman than someone who is just born a
woman.”
Funny. That has occurred to me as
well.
For years, I have been saying that my
problem with the women’s movement
has nothing to do with equal rights for
women. It has to do with the underlying
premise. Feminists from the “second
wave” on have placed a heavy emphasis
on the necessity of career—traditionally
the domain of males—for female fulfillment. They insist that women must
have unfettered access to birth control
and abortion—bodies that don’t get
pregnant or stay pregnant—in order to
“compete” in the workplace and find

that career-related fulfillment.
Do you see a pattern here? Men are
the standard. The male, can’t-get-pregnant body is the standard that we must
medicate our bodies to reach. And now,
here is the culmination. We name as
Woman of the Year a “woman” who
was born a male—who has not only
never had a uterus or ovaries or any
other female organs, but who actually
possesses, at this very moment, male
genitalia.
As Germaine Greer put it, “The
insistence that man-made women be
accepted as women is the institutional
expression of the mistaken conviction
that women are defective men.”
I really think she’s on to something
there.
Of course, I need to clarify that
women are absolutely, completely, without a doubt, equal in dignity to men.
And capable of doing many, many things
that we were not allowed to do in the
pre-feminist era — including pursuing
careers.
What I object to is the idea that maleness is somehow that standard, and that
women are equal to men to the extent

that we conform to the male standard.
Because we do not. Our bodies are different. Our brains are different. Every
cell in our entire physiological make-up
is different. And hence we experience
the world differently. We experience
relationships differently. Our fulfillment oftentimes can and does look
different.
As for Jenner? Frankly, I think he’s
confused. I think he has lived his life in a
great deal of pain. But I don’t think that
these various forms of surgery will take
away that pain. And I don’t believe that
they have made him a woman. His brain
structure, his chromosomes, his voice,
and indeed the very male genitalia he
has retained all testify to the fact that he
was—and remains—a man.
I do believe he and his pain are being
exploited by a society and a feminist
movement which have gone “off the
rails.” But when they fawn all over
him, when they give him “courage”
awards and name him “woman of the
year”, they reveal the fatal flaw in their
philosophy.
They tell us that we need a man to
show us how to be women.
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Daniel and the great unveiling

T

oward the end of the liturgical
year, we Catholics hear at Mass
from the mysterious, often
confounding, and utterly fascinating
book of Daniel. Recent scholarship has
demonBISHOP strated that
the book of
ROBERT Daniel had
BARRON an extraordinarily
Guest Column
powerful
influence
Bishop Robert Barron is the
founder of the global ministry, on the first
Word on Fire, and Auxiliary
Christians,
Bishop of Los Angeles. He
providing
is the creator of the award
them a most
winning documentary series
“Catholicism.”
important
template for
understanding the significance of Jesus.
Daniel is, of course, an example of apocalyptic literature, which in the common
understanding means that it has to do
with the end of the world. Well, yes and
no. The word “apocalypse” carries the
sense of unveiling, literally taking back
the kalumna (veil). This is why, when
the early translators rendered the term
in Latin, they chose “revelatio”(removing the velum, unveiling). Apocalyptic
books, therefore, reveal something of
decisive significance. They display a
hidden truth, indeed raising the curtain
on a new world.
The book under consideration is
famous, of course, for its memorable
narratives of Daniel in the lion’s den, of
the three young men who are thrown
into the furnace but who survive
through God’s grace, of the handwriting
on the wall, and of the attempted rape
of Susannah. But it is also a book of
visions, dreams, and their interpretation, for Daniel is something like Joseph
in the book of Genesis, an inspired
solver of puzzles. In the second chapter of the book of Daniel, we hear of a
dream dreamt by King Nebuchadnezzar.
In his night vision, the king saw a statue
made of a variety of substances: its head
of gold, its breast and arms of silver, its
belly and thighs of brass, and its feet of
clay. He then saw a stone, not hewn by a
human hand, crash into the statue and
shatter it to pieces.
None of the king’s wise men and
soothsayers could interpret the dream,
but Daniel, an Israelite from the community of exiles, was able to read it.
The statue constructed of various substances stood, Daniel explained, for a
series of kingdoms that would follow
one upon the other. The destruction
by the stone, not made through human
intervention, indicated that the final
kingdom would be established by God
alone. In the seventh chapter of the
book of Daniel, this truth is reinforced.
We are told that Daniel himself had a
dream of four great beasts coming up

Daniel in the Lion’s Den, by Pieter Paul Rubens c. 1615.

“

Recent scholarship
has demonstrated
that the book of Daniel
had an extraordinarily
powerful inﬂuence on the
ﬁrst Christians, providing
them a most important
template for understanding
the signiﬁcance of Jesus.”

out of the sea, the first like a lion, the
second like a bear, the third like a leopard, and the fourth a terrible animal
with ten horns and teeth like iron. Then,
as the dream continued, the “Ancient
of Days,” the Lord God, took his throne
and thousands ministered to him, and
the four beasts were disempowered.
Next Daniel saw “one like the Son of
man coming on the clouds of heaven.”
Arriving at the throne of the Ancient of
Days, he was given “dominion, power
and glory” and told that all nations
would serve him. Once again, we have a
reference to the four kingdoms that will
succeed one another and then a final
kingdom, not of purely human origin,
that will come to be.

PHOTO BY WIKICOMMONS

When will all of this take place? Here
we have to look at chapter nine of the
book of Daniel, which recounts, not a
vision, but a direct angelic revelation.
Daniel had received the tradition from
the prophet Jeremiah that the restoration of Jerusalem and Israel would
happen seventy years after the Babylonian exile, but that time had already
passed. The angel Gabriel (keep him in
mind for later in the Biblical story) tells
the prophet that this means “seventy
weeks of years,” which comes out to seventy times seven years, or 490 years.
Now if we put this all together, we
conclude that pious Jews, studying the
book of Daniel, would be expecting four
wicked kingdoms to rise and fall before
the final kingdom would be ushered in.
Further, they would be anticipating that
this consummation would occur around
five hundred years after the Babylonian
Captivity, which took place between 587
BC and around 500 BC. So now consider
pious commentators in the first century.
They had seen four great kingdoms
emerge: Babylon, Persia, Greece, and
finally Rome. More to it, they knew they
were living just around five hundred
years after the Captivity. The upshot
was that Messianic expectation was
especially fevered among Jews as the
first century got underway.

And therefore, when Jesus came
preaching precisely the kingdom of God,
we should not be surprised that people
took him to be announcing the fulfillment of the Daniel prophecy. But was
this in the mind of Jesus himself? Recall
that when he stood before the Sanhedrin
at the climax of his life and was directly
asked whether he was the Messiah, Jesus
replied, “I am, and you will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of heaven.” He
was, of course, directly citing the seventh
chapter of the book of Daniel, announcing himself as the human/divine figure,
who would be given dominion over all
the nations. The next day, over the cross
of Jesus, Pontius Pilate, representative of
the fourth kingdom, the Roman Empire,
placed a sign announcing that the new
and final king had arrived: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”
This, in a word, is the apocalypse, the
great revelation: a kingdom, not made
by human hands, has come, a kingdom
that succeeds a series of fallen polities, a
dominion that will last forever. What is
this kingdom? It is not one more political or social arrangement. It is Christ
himself and the Church, which is the
mystical body of Christ. The emergence
of the Church of Jesus signals the end of
the old world and the beginning of a new
one. It is the pulling back of the veil.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

YEAR OF MERCY SPECIAL SECTION

www.DenverCatholic.org |

@DenverCatholic |

www.facebook.com/DenverCatholic |

DenverCatholic@archden.org

The Holy Door at the Cathedral Basilica will be open on Dec. 13 for the Jubilee Year of Mercy. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

Merciful like the Father
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

O

n March 13, during a penitential
service at St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome, Pope Francis announced
an Extraordinary Jubilee, also known as
the Holy Year of Mercy, to be commenced
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate

Conception on Dec. 8 and ending on the
Feast of Christ the King on Nov. 20, 2016.
“I am confident that the whole Church,
which is in need of mercy for we are sinners,
will be able to find in this Jubilee the joy of
rediscovering and rendering fruitful God’s
mercy, with which we are all called to give
comfort to every man and every woman of
our time,” the Holy Father said in his homily.
The Archdiocese of Denver will be

celebrating the Extraordinary Jubilee with
many different events of its own, both at its
commencement and throughout the year.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila will celebrate
the opening mass of the Holy Year of Mercy
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception on Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m. in conjunction with the opening of the Holy Door
at St. Peter’s Basilica by the Holy Father.
On Dec. 13, the Archdiocese of Denver

will open its own Holy Doors in five different locations: the Cathedral Basilica in
Denver, Mother Cabrini Shrine in Golden,
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Denver, St.
Stephen’s in Glenwood Springs and St.
Anthony’s in Sterling.
Dive into this special section in Denver
Catholic to learn more about the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy and
how you can be a part of it.
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Year of Mercy
« B1 |

Holy Doors: Passage from s

WHAT IS AN
EXTRAORDINARY
JUBILEE OF MERCY?

Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president
of the Pontifical Council for the promotion of the New Evangelization, wrote on
the official Vatican website for the Year of
Mercy (http://im.va) that this Holy Year
provides Christians with the opportunity to meet the “real needs” of people
with true service, to experience a “true
pilgrimage” on foot and to send “missionaries of mercy” throughout the world to
forgive even the most serious of sins.
BUT WHAT DOES ALL OF THIS MEAN?

To understand the intent behind Pope
Francis commissioning such an event, it’s
important to understand the history of
Jubilee Years.
In ancient Hebrew tradition, the Jubilee year was celebrated every 50 years as
a period of immense joy and universal
pardon. Debts were forgiven, slaves were
freed and land was returned to its original
owners.
Building on this tradition, the Catholic
practice of the Jubilee year was started
by Pope Boniface VIII in 1300 as a means
for Catholics to deepen their faith and
renew their commitment to live a life of
Christian witness. Over time, the time
between Jubilee years reduced from 50
years to 25.
There are two kinds of Jubilees. The
Ordinary Jubilee is the planned Jubilee
year that occurs every 25 years in Church.
An Extraordinary Jubilee, however, is a
Jubilee year that can be called for by the
Pope at any time for a number of reasons.
The last Extraordinary Jubilee was called
by St. John Paul II in 1983, known as the
Holy Year of Redemption.
The theme of this Extraordinary Jubilee called by Pope Francis is mercy, and
he has mandated this theme be a part of
the liturgy over the next year. As such,
the Sunday readings during ordinary
time will be taken from the Gospel of
Luke. Luke is often referred to as the
“evangelist of mercy” because his Gospel
contains the parables of the lost sheep,
the lost coin and the prodigal son.
Pope Francis also encouraged Catholics all over the world exercise mercy
through works of mercy, which consist
of two kinds: corporal and spiritual. Corporal works of mercy are kind acts which
help others with their material and physical needs, and spiritual works of mercy
are acts of compassion which help others
with their spiritual and emotional needs.
HOLY DOORS

The opening of the Holy Door at the St.
Peter’s Basilica is an important part of
Holy Years. The tradition was started by
Pope Martin V in 1423, when he opened
the Holy Door at the Basilica of St. John
Lateran to decree the Jubilee year, and
it is a tradition that has continued since.
When the Holy Door is opened, the
Holy Father strikes it three times with a
silver hammer, each strike representing a

2

1
ST. STEPHEN
The Holy Door at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

Scriptural “strike” such as Moses striking
the rock and the Roman soldier striking
Christ in the side with a spear. With these
strikes, grace flowed forth, usually in the
form of water, and in keeping with the
symbolism, the striking of the door symbolizes the release of grace, flowing to the
faithful.
Making a pilgrimage to the Holy Door is
also a key piece of Jubilee years. It evokes
the passage in the Gospel of John when
Christ said, “I am the door” (Jn 10:9).
Traditionally, the faithful would make a
pilgrimage to Rome to pass through the
Holy Door. Passing through the Holy
Door is symbolic of leaving this world and
entering into God’s presence, and also of
the removal of obstacles from clear passage to the Lord. St. John Paul II said
that the Holy Door “evokes the passage
from sin to grace which every Christian
is called to accomplish,” and during the
Extraordinary Jubilee, Catholics are
called to make a pilgrimage to the Holy
Door to do just this.
Rome is a bit far away for Denver-based
Catholics to travel to (not to mention
really pricey), but luckily, the Holy Father
gave bishops around the world the power
to designate Holy Doors in their own diocese. Archbishop Aquila has designated
five Holy Doors in the Archdiocese of
Denver, listed on the accompanying map.

1

MOTHER CABRINI

2

OUR LADY OF G

3

ST. PETER’S HOLY DOOR OPEN
Dec. 8 Pope Francis will open the Holy
Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, marking the beginning of the Jubilee Year.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Jan. 11 at Katie Mullen’s Irish Pub, 7 p.m.
Sr. Maris Stella will speak on “Living in
the Radiance of His Mercy.”

OPENING MASS FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR
Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m. the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
Archbishop will celebrate the opening
Mass for the Jubilee Year.

MERCY CHOSE ME CONFERENCE
Jan. 23 at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Northglenn, 9 a.m. an archdiocesan-wide conference on how to live
the Jubilee year, featuring talks from
Edward Sri, Luis Alvarez and Father
John Ignatius and a panel and video on
Julia Greeley, Denver’s Angel of Mercy.
Opportunities for engaging in works of
mercy with various local apostolates will
also be presented.

RECEIVE MERCY PENANCE SERVICE
Dec. 9 from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. at Christ the
King Parish in Denver
ARCHDIOCESE HOLY DOORS OPEN
Dec. 13 at the Cathedral Basilica, Mother
Cabrini Shrine, Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Denver, St. Stephen’s in Glenwood
Springs and St. Anthony’s in Sterling

RECEIVE MERCY PENANCE SERVICE
April 20 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St.
Anthony’s in Sterling
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sin to grace

3

5

YEAR OF MERCY POSTCARD

4

GUADALUPE

For the Holy Year, the
archdiocese is making
special postcards available at each Holy Door
location along with
uniquely-designed
stamps. Anyone who
visits all five Holy Doors can submit a copy of the
completed postcard for a chance to win a Jubilee
Year of Mercy icon.

CATHEDRAL

4

24 HOURS OF MERCY
March 4 - 5, Adoration and Penance will
be available for 24 hours, beginning at 5
p.m. and ending at 5 p.m. the following
day at the Cathedral Basilica and St.
Stephen’s in Glenwood Springs.
RECEIVE MERCY PENANCE SERVICE
Aug. 17 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen’s in Glenwood Springs
ARCHDIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE
Sept. 16 Pilgrimage to Italy tentatively
includes visits to the St. Padre Pio
Shrine in San Giovanni Rotondo, the
Eucharistic Miracle in Lanciano and the
numerous Holy Doors in Rome. The
Pilgrimage will conclude with the Witnesses to Power of Mercy conference on
Sept. 2 in Rome.

ST. ANTHONY
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RECEIVE MERCY PENANCE SERVICE
Nov. 9 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St.
Joseph Parish in Fort Collins
CLOSING OF THE HOLY DOORS
Nov. 20 at 10:30 a.m. Archbishop Aquila
will close the Holy Door at the Cathedral Basilica. The other holy doors in the
Archdiocese will also be closed.
CLOSING OF ST. PETER’S HOLY DOOR
Nov. 20 Pope Francis will close the Holy
Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome,
bringing the Jubilee Year to an end.

SCHEDULE
For the most frequently updated schedule, visit http://archden.org/mercy.

How to live the Mercy Year
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

A

rchbishop Samuel Aquila is
making sure the Year of Mercy
reaches the four corners of the
archdiocese by designating five Holy
Doors and leading four penance services
throughout northern Colorado.
“Pope Francis called for this Year of
Mercy, and we are responding by making
the graces of the year as available as possible to the faithful of the archdiocese,”
the archbishop told Denver Catholic.
“It is my hope that the Catholics of this
archdiocese, and those visiting, are able
to have an authentic experience of the
abundant mercy of Our Lord.”
RETURN TO GRACE

Pope Francis wrote in his letter on the
Year of Mercy that he desired it to be “an
extraordinary moment of grace and spiritual renewal.” He also placed a particular
emphasis on the sacrament of confession,
urging all to “place the sacrament of reconciliation at the center once more,” and
thus rediscover “a path back to the Lord.”
To that end, Archbishop Aquila will
offer four Receive Mercy Penance Services throughout the year. The first is
set for Dec. 9 at Christ the King Parish in
Denver, from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. (See schedule
for other times and locations).
THE JUBILEE INDULGENCE

An essential part of every Jubilee Year
is the Jubilee Indulgence.
The indulgence, writes Pope Francis,
frees the pardoned sinner “from every
residue left by the consequences of sin,
enabling him to act with charity, to grow
in love rather to fall back into sin.”
To gain an indulgence you have to complete a “work” and fulfill several conditions.
There are four “works” one can perform to gain the Jubilee Indulgence: pass
through a Holy Door; complete a spiritual
or corporal work of mercy; for the homebound, live with “faith and joyful hope” in
your moments of trial; and for the incarcerated, an indulgence can be gained by
“directing their thought and prayer to the
Father each time they cross the threshold
of their cell.”
The conditions to gain the indulgence
include being in the state of grace, having
the interior disposition of complete
detachment from sin, even venial sin,
receive the sacraments of confession and
the Holy Eucharist, make a profession of
faith, and pray for the intentions of the
Holy Father.
Except for being in the state of grace
and the interior disposition of detachment from sin, all of the conditions may
be fulfilled within 20 days of doing the
“work”. One indulgence can be gained

each day, and indulgences can be obtained
for the deceased.
FIVE HOLY DOORS

The Holy Door has been a key component of Jubilee Years since the 15th
century. Pope Francis described the act of
passing through the Holy Door as “a sign
of the deep desire for true conversion.”
Normally, one would have to travel to
Rome to pass through a Holy Door, but
Pope Francis has given local bishops the
ability to designate several Holy Doors in
their dioceses.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila has designated a total of five Holy Doors throughout
northern Colorado: the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, St. Stephen
Protomartyr in Glenwood Springs, Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Denver, St. Anthony’s in Sterling and the Mother Cabrini
Shrine in Golden.
All of the Holy Doors will be opened
Dec. 13. “On that day,” Pope Francis
wrote, “the Holy Door will become a Door
of Mercy through which anyone who
enters will experience the love of God
who consoles, pardons, and instils hope.”
As a special feature of the Holy Year, the
archdiocese is making special postcards
available at each location (see insert).
MERCY CHOSE ME

An archdiocesan-wide conference
titled Mercy Chose Me, on how to live the
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, will
be held Jan. 23 at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish in Northglenn.
The event will feature a talk by popular
author and speaker Ted Sri, a panel on Julia
Greeley–Denver’s “Angel of Charity”–and
tips for living a spirituality of mercy.

JOIN ARCHBISHOP
SAMUEL J. AQUILA
Opening Mass for the
Holy Year of Mercy
Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception
Receive Mercy Penance Service
Dec. 9 from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at
Christ the King Parish, Denver
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Practicing the spiritual works of mercy with family
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

M

uch like Lent, Advent is a time
of preparation. It’s also a time
traditionally in which Americans spend quite a bit of time with their
extended families. This makes it a perfect time to practice the spiritual works
of mercy. Father Luis Granados, is an
associate professor at St. John Vianney
Seminary, and a member of the Disciples
of the Heart of Jesus and Mary, the order
that runs St. Mary’s Parish in Littleton.
He gave us some practical tips for living
the spiritual works of mercy with one’s
families.
PRAYING FOR THE LIVING
AND THE DEAD

Father Granados recommended the
family gather and pray for all those who
have died during the year, espcially members of their own family.
“There can be a moment when you
gather and you realize who is missing.
That’s a beautiful time to offer Masses for
the dead,” Father Granados said.
COMFORT THE AFFLICTED

“The afflicted during Christmas are the
lonely. They don’t have anyone to celebrate with. It would be great if the family
invites the lonely to their home,” Father
Granados said. “Go to a nursing home.
Bring some joy to those who are alone
and elderly.”

WILLINGLY FORGIVE OFFENSES

It can be easy to try and save this for
big hurts, but it can be just as important during the little offenses that crop
up whenever a bunch of people with
blood ties spend several days in a house
together.
“The family is together, which is great,
but it can also awaken all those past
offenses,” Father Granados said. “Christmas is the day of forgiveness because it
was the moment when Mercy came into
the world. So pray for that person, and
pray that you may forgive.”
TO BEAR WRONGS PATIENTLY

Again, while being around family is a
beautiful thing, there can be many little
(or even big) moments in which one feels
wronged. Father Granados recommends
frequently turning to Jesus and Mary,
and to say small prayers to them, especially during the first flash of anger.
“Invoke the name of Jesus… Say
simple prayers like ‘Jesus, remember
me’ or ‘Jesus, help me be patient’,” Father
Granados said.
ADMONISH SINNERS

Father Granados warned about misunderstanding this work of mercy, which
should be seen as fraternal correction,
with an emphasis on fraternal.
Father Granados recommends inviting
them to come to Confession with you.
“I think it’s more fruitful to go together,”
Father Granados said. “In this case you’re
not just admonishing, but inviting.”

COUNSEL THE DOUBTFUL

Again, this one can be easy to misunderstand. Father Granados recommends
not lecturing family members on aspects
of the faith they may not understand or
not be practicing, but to instead spend
time together and open a space for dialog,
and especially the questions they have.
“Build the relationship and open a
space. Jesus really listened and focused
on what [people] were saying. Then after
all that, he counseled,” Father Granados
said.
INSTRUCTING THE IGNORANT

Father Granados said that it is ultimately the parent’s job to make sure
children understand the importance of
Advent and Christmas. He recommended
that parents spend time explaining who
is coming at the end of Advent.
He also recommended that the family
incorporate a few traditional Advent
liturgical year practices. For example,
there are traditional hymns, called the
“O Antiphons” that can easily be found
on Youtube. These songs anticipate
Jesus’ arrival and build up to Christmas
day, and are a part of evening prayer for
every priest and religious during this
time in Advent. The first letter of each O
Antiphon forms an acrostic, spelling out
Ero cross, or, “tomorrow I come”.
“The heart of Mary is preparing this.
She is saying all of this. The wisdom who
created everyting is here,” Father Granados said.

Spiritual reading for the Year of Mercy
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

F

ather James Thermos, director of
the Spirituality Year at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary,
shared some of his favorite mercy-themed
spiritual readings.
“Spiritual reading allows us to receive
the insights and truths and lives of our
brothers and sisters who have a lived relationship with Jesus,” Father Thermos said.
1. E
 NCYCLICAL ON THE MERCY OF
GOD (DIVES IN MISERICORDIA)
by Pope St. John Paul II. Available
from the Vatican website.

“Mercy is love in response to an offense.
We love one another, but when I offend
you, when I rupture our relationship unilaterally, to repair it requires your love in
return, which is an act of mercy,” Father

Thermos said.
“In the encyclical, John Paul II goes on
to show us the mercy of God in the Prodigal Son (Lk 15), and then how this is made
manifest in the Church.”
2. T
 HE FIRST 48 PAGES
OF SOUL MENDING
by John Chryssavgis. Available
from Holy Cross Orthodox Press.

This book is by a Greek Orthodox
priest. The rest of the book deals with
spiritual direction, but Father Thermos
recommends the first 48 pages because
they are about mercy.
“He helps us understand the healing
dimension of the sacrament of Confession,” Father Thermos said.
SPITITUAL READINGS
For more Year of Mercy readings, visit
http://denvercatholic.org

3. D
 IARY: DIVINE MERCY
IN MY SOUL
by St. Maria Faustina Kowalska.
Available from Marian Press.

Pope St. John Paul II canonized St.
Faustina, and is responsible for spreading her devotion to Divine Mercy and her
inspiration of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
“It’s not often that we are able to witness the lived relationship of a person,
in this case a saint, with the Risen Lord.
She very generously records it, and in so
doing we get an insight into the beautiful
relationship of her being able to receive
the mercy of Jesus. Lest mercy just be
an abstract notion, this is just so helpful because it’s a concrete witnessing of
the life of mercy lived out between St.
Faustina and Jesus in his Sacred Heart,”
Father Thermos said.

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY
YEAR OF MERCY
Lord Jesus Christ,
You have taught us to be merciful
like the heavenly Father,
And have told us that whoever
sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be
saved.
Your loving gaze freed
Zacchaeus and Matthew from
being enslaved by money;
The adulteress and Magdalene
from seeking happiness only in
created things;
Made Peter weep after his
betrayal,
And assured Paradise to the
repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to
each one of us,
The words that you spoke to the
Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the
invisible Father,
Of the God who manifests his
power above all by forgiveness
and mercy:
Let the Church be your visible
face in the world, its Lord risen
and glorified.
You willed that your ministers
would also be clothed in
weakness
In order that they may feel
compassion for those in
ignorance and error:
Let everyone who approaches
them feel sought after, loved, and
forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate
every one of us with its anointing,
So that the Jubilee of Mercy may
be a year of grace from the Lord,
And your Church, with renewed
enthusiasm, may bring good
news to the poor,
Proclaim liberty to captives and
the oppressed,
And restore sight to the blind.
We ask this of you, Lord Jesus,
Through the intercession of Mary,
Mother of Mercy;
You who live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit for
ever and ever.
Amen.

