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Just open it

Brush up on your Bible reading for National Bible Week
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138
aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

ational Bible Week is Nov. 15-21,
making it the perfect time to pull
out that old Bible that’s been
gathering dust on your bookshelf and get
to reading.
In keeping with the message of the
recent synod on the family and Pope
Francis’ visit to Philadelphia for the

World Meeting of Families, this year’s
theme for National Bible Week is “The
Bible: A Book for the Family.”
Pope Francis has spoken many times
about the importance of reading the Bible
as a family, and all the dialogue about
the family taking place presently makes
now perhaps a more crucial time than
ever before for families to partake in the
National Bible Week celebration.
Nicholas Lebish, director of the
Denver Catholic Biblical School, thinks
a week dedicated to celebrating the

Bible is a great thing, but also stresses
the importance of celebrating Scripture
every single day.
Lebish and the rest of the Biblical
School will continue to do what they do
day in and day out: teach and promote
biblical literacy, increase love and
knowledge of Scripture, and ultimately,
bring people to a closer encounter with
Christ.
St. Jerome said, “Ignorance of Scripture
is ignorance of Christ,” and unfortunately, this statement holds true for many

Catholics today, according to Lebish.
“Catholics have a great scriptural sense
but we have a lot more to learn,” he said.
“We don’t know Scripture as we should,
we don’t know salvation history, we don’t
know how all of the books fit together,
and most of all, we don’t know Christ.”
As a Christian, it’s vitally important to
not only be familiar with the Bible, but
to know how it applies to the context of
one’s life as well as salvation history, the
Church’s teachings, and most
importantly, how God’s people
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Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Secular slums and the ‘Francis Option’

I

n a few short weeks, we will celebrate the beginning of the Jubilee
Year of Mercy, which has great
potential to bring many people back to
the Lord, and to serve as a launching
pad for bringing the Gospel to the spiritual slums created by secularism.
Bl. Mother Teresa frequently pointed
out that the modern mission field for
the West is not overseas but on our
shores. The greatest poverty of the
West, she would say, is not material poverty but the spiritual poverty that can
be seen in the many people who hunger
for love and have a desire to experience
God’s presence. In fact, she would tell
people who wanted to volunteer in
India that the best way they could help
was to bring love to their own homes,
offices and factories.
During the Jubilee Year, we have the
opportunity to carry mission territory
to those who may not even realize
that they are longing for mercy. When
Pope Francis was asked who he is in an
interview, he responded, “I am a sinner
whom the Lord has looked upon.” Being
able to say that requires an openness to
the love and mercy of the Father, which
brings with it the gift of humility and
an awareness of how God is intimately
involved in every aspect of life.
Acknowledging our need for mercy
returns us to our true selves, just as
when St. Luke described the Prodigal
Son’s realization of how badly he had
fallen as “coming to himself” (cf. Lk.

@ArchbishopDen

15: 17). Whether we are the younger
brother who squandered everything or
the older brother who was filled with
resentment, all of us need the mercy of
the Father.

“

Our faith has always been
outwardly oriented, while
drawing its strength from the
power of the Holy Spirit’s action
within local communities.”
But what does this look like for
the Church and each of our families,
especially as our society becomes less
Christian? By way of an answer, I would
like to share some thoughts with you
that come from a talk I gave to the
Orange County Prayer Breakfast last
month.
Some scholars argue that Western
society has become so intolerant of
faith that Christians need to start
considering the “Benedict Option.”
This concept was inspired by the last
paragraph of Alasdair MacIntyre’s 1981
book, After Virtue, in which he wrote
about waiting “for another — doubtless
very different — St. Benedict.” This new
Benedict would help construct “local
forms of community within which civility and the intellectual and moral life
can be sustained through the new dark
ages,” just as the founder of Western

monasticism did during the final days of
the Roman Empire.
Rod Dreher, one of the strongest
advocates of the “Benedict Option,”
asserts that in order for the Church to
survive the present wave of secularism,
it needs to focus its energy inward,
rather than outward.
However, it seems to me that Pope
Francis, by his words and actions, is presenting the Church with a different way
to respond to the secular world, which
could be called the “Francis Option.”
From Jesus sending forth the apostles to proclaim the Gospel to “the ends
of the earth” at the end of Matthew’s
Gospel (Mt. 28:19) to St. Paul telling the
Corinthians “the love of Christ impels
us” to bring the Gospel of reconciliation to all (2 Cor. 5:14-15), our faith has
always been outwardly oriented, while
drawing its strength from the power
of the Holy Spirit’s action within local
communities.
The “Francis Option” places the
emphasis on bringing God’s forgiveness
to those on the spiritual and material outer limits of society, while also
strengthening the health of our local
communities with the balm of God’s
mercy. In other words, Pope Francis’
approach to carrying God’s mercy to
our post-Christian culture maintains a
dual focus on outward mission and an
inward strengthening of local communities. The “Benedict Option,” on the
other hand, is primarily concerned with

building inner strength.
By allowing the mercy of God to enter
our families, we strengthen the most
important of local communities and
equip ourselves for bringing Christ’s
mercy into the despair-filled spiritual
slums that are becoming more common
in our society. But Pope Francis is calling us to do more than bring love to our
local communities, he is reminding us
of Jesus’ command to “make disciples of
all nations” (Mt. 28:19).
Christ showed us how to do this when
he met the woman caught in adultery.
First, he had mercy on her by protecting
her from her accusers and the sentence
of the Jewish law. Then, he spoke the
truth to her, saying, “’Woman, where
are they? Has no one condemned you?’
She said, ‘No one, Lord.’ And Jesus said,
‘Neither do I condemn you; go, and do
not sin again.’” (Jn. 8:10-11). He does not
condemn her but recognizes her sin and
calls her out of it.
As we approach the beginning of the
Jubilee Year of Mercy on Dec. 8, I urge
you to open yourself to God’s mercy
through the sacrament of Reconciliation and strengthen yourself to serve
as an instrument of true mercy, both in
your families and in the world.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S TALK
Read the full text at: http://bit.
ly/1NLhp9G.
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members from Flight for Life. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC
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Vatican Notes

“To keep a
lamp burning,
we need to
keep putting
oil in it.”

Companies, be holy

-Mother Teresa

Pope Francis encouraged businesses to be places of evangelization.
DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB.

P

ope Francis met with the Christian
Union of Italian Business Executives on Oct. 31. He told them that
their businesses can be places of holiness if they commit to fraternal bonds
between entrepreneurs, encourage
commitment to human interest and seek
balance between work and family life.
He also noted the many difficulties
families can face in the workplace.

“How many times has a woman gone to
her boss and said ‘I am pregnant’ and at the
end of the month she is let go?” he asked.
He also reminded them that the workplace can be a place of evangelization. He
said that their efforts to build holy workplaces and spread the Gospel will bear
fruit “to the extent that the Gospel is alive
and present in your hearts, in your mind
and in your actions.” SOURCE: VATICAN RADIO

NEWS IN BRIEF

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
LEARN HOW YOU CAN PROVIDE
A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR THOSE IN NEED...
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted to you, in
full compliance with the doctrine of the Catholic Church.

Families teach forgiveness Martyrdom: A grace for all

Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community through
your charitable giving.

During his weekly general audience
on Nov. 4, Pope Francis described the
family as “the place where we learn the
value of forgiveness.”
The Holy Father said that although
forgiveness is often difficult, it is necessary for personal growth. This is why
we ask for the grace of it every day in the
Our Father. However, it is a virtue that
we must also witness at home, he said.
“Forgiveness strengthens families in
love and, through them, makes society
as a whole more loving and humane,”
Pope Francis said.
He described a forgiving family as
a sign of Christian discipleship to the
world.
“May the coming Jubilee of Mercy
encourage families everywhere to rediscover the power of forgiveness, and
enable the great family of the Church to
proclaim the power of God’s reconciling
love at work in our world,” Pope Francis
said. SOURCE: VATICAN RADIO

The Catholic Foundation can help you plan your will to ensure careful
handling of your assets according to your values and charitable giving
intentions. Our staff provides planned giving expertise in accordance
to faith-based priorities and the standards in its Morally Responsible
Investment policy. For more information, visit TheCatholicFoundation.com.

Five hundred Salvadorians came to
the Vatican to thank Pope Francis for
beatifying Archbishop Óscar Romero.
The archbishop was assassinated as he
celebrated Mass in 1980.
Pope Francis spoke of the beauty of
the archbishop’s martyrdom, specifically in that he died while celebrating
the Eucharist and sealed the Gospel he
was proclaiming with his own blood.
However, the Pope stressed that
martyrs are not born; they are made by
accepting God’s grace. All are called to
the life of a martyr. The pope recalled
the archbishop’s words when he said,
“We must be willing to die for our faith,
even if the Lord does not give us this
honor.”
The pope added that martyrs are not
simply historical figures, but are instead
brothers and sisters who walk with us
today, and who, “united to Christ, [do]
not ignore our earthly pilgrimage, our
sufferings, our agonies.” SOURCE: VATICAN RADIO
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Immediate Help at the Touch of a Button. Professionally monitored 24/7.
Feel Secure and Confident Living Alone
Affordable, Simple and Convenient
Colorado Owned & Operated

303-770-2227

www.goldeaglesystems.com

TheCatholicFoundation.com

4

NOVEMBER 14-27, 2015 | DENVER CATHOLIC
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C

Two missionary
seminarians
ordained deacons
Deacons to go
out and serve
God’s people
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

A

rchbishop Samuel J. Aquila presided over the ordination Mass
of Deacon Freddy Londoño and
Deacon Guillermo Bustillos, Nov. 7, who
are now ready to embark on their new,
divinely-given mission.
DEACON FREDDY LONDOÑO

Deacon Londoño was born and raised
in Colombia. He is the third boy in his
family and has three siblings. Growing up,
his parents experienced struggles in their
marriage, and when Londoño was 10 years
old, he was led to believe his father had
abandoned him. His father did return, but
as a result of his absence, his relationship
with his father struggled.
Londoño worked for his father in a restaurant during his formative years, which also
contributed to their strenuous relationship.
“My relationship with him was very difficult. I couldn’t relate with him as a father
and a son; for me, he was my boss,” Deacon
Londoño said.
He was rebellious against his parents
throughout his teenage years. However,
when he was 19, he worked with his father
in a bakery for a year in hopes of learning
how to relate to him better.
The deep spiritual question of his life’s
meaning haunted him during this time.
He wondered why his relationship with
his family was so poor.
“I didn’t see the meaning of my life
because I found myself in this situation in
which my relationship with my father was

Diaconal Ordination for Deacon Fernando Freddy Londoño (left) and Deacon Guillermo Bustillos (right) at Holy Family
of Nazareth Chapel at Redemptoris Mater Seminary on Nov. 7, in Denver, Colorado. PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY/DENVER CATHOLIC

“

One thing I have seen
is that God has been
merciful in my life, so out of
gratitude, I just want others to
know that there is mercy.”
DEACON FREDDY LONDOÑO

not good, and I was asking, ‘why?’” he said.
Londoño’s father became sick shortly
after this. His condition worsened, and he
eventually wound up in a comatose state.
“I got so scared because I realized he was
dying,” Deacon Londoño said. “Something
inside of me was telling me, ‘reconcile.’”
Londoño went to his father and asked
forgiveness. Although his father was in a
coma, he said he felt forgiven.
“I asked for forgiveness for everything I
did,” Deacon Londoño said. “When I went
out of the room, everything became clear.
The colors were brighter. Something happened, and I was completely at peace with
my life and my history and my father.
“In that moment, I understood why I
was working with my father. That year was
fundamental for me because I saw that the

Lord was preparing me for this event, and
especially for this reconciliation.”
Londoño’s father passed away in April
2005. He says this is when his vocation
began. He entered back into the church
and experienced reconciliation through
the sacraments, and was able to reconcile
with his family.
In August, Londoño attended a vocational youth gathering and felt that God
was calling him to be a priest because of
everything he had experienced in his life.
He was asked if he’d be willing to enter into
the seminary immediately, and although
he’d taken over his father’s business after
he passed away, Londoño decided he
would “give everything out of gratitude for
what [he] had received.” He was assigned
to Redemptoris Mater in 2006.
As a new deacon, Deacon Londoño simply
wants to share the mercy of the Lord, the
same mercy he’s experienced in his life.
“One thing I have seen is that God has
been merciful in my life, so out of gratitude, I just want others to know that there
is mercy,” he said. “I never understood the
meaning of my suffering until I came to
know the love of Christ.”

DEACON GUILLERMO BUSTILLOS

Deacon Guillermo Bustillos and his
family hail from Mexico, near Cancun.
He is the third of four boys.
Deacon Bustillos is very excited about his
vocation and is eager to serve as a deacon.
“I am very happy,” he said. “I enjoy this
moment because I feel how wonderful
God is and his love for me. He chose me,
[and] I see his mercy and his kindness. He
transformed my life.”
Bustillos had studied agricultural
engineering, but felt a call from Jesus to
change his ways, he said, and now he feels
as though he’s found new life in Christ.
“I see the promise of Jesus in me,”
Deacon Bustillos said. “He brought me
new life, and new opportunity to live and
spread his Gospel in other countries and
to meet with other people and enjoy the
same faith and grow in the love of God.”
As a missionary deacon, Deacon Bustillos is willing and ready to serve any parish,
no matter where on the globe it may be.
“Now I will have the opportunity to serve
my church more effectively because I am in a
better position to help the parishioners and
share the love of Jesus,” he said. “My hope is
to show how wonderful and amazing God is.”
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fit into all of that.
“[Bible literacy] is fundamental. You can’t substitute it for anything,”
Lebish said. “There’s nothing in our
religion that makes sense without Bible
literacy.”
The Bible can be a very intimidating
book. As Pope Francis recently wrote in the
intro to the YouCat Bible, it’s an “extremely
dangerous” book full of so much richness
and history that it can be difficult to know
where to even begin, especially for someone who’s diving in for the first time.
Any reader who’s looking to start a
consistent Bible-reading regiment might
consider beginning with the daily Mass
readings, Lebish suggested. They are
great primers for the bigger picture of the
Bible and are readily available in missals,
online and even smart phone apps.
It can be a difficult undertaking in
these modern fast-paced and busy times,
but forming a habit of reading Scripture
daily is absolutely key if one wants to
grow in the faith and fall more in love
with Christ, Lebish said.
“There’s a depth to Scripture study
not just as an academic enterprise but as
a way of life,” he said. “The reading and
praying of Scripture needs to be part of
the fabric of our daily lives.”
LECTIO DIVINA

The Denver Catholic Biblical School

Daniel and Alzbeta Volk and their two
daughters, Colette, 2, and Antonia, 5,
have a tradition of reading the Bible
together as a family. PHOTO PROVIDED BY
DANIEL VOLK

HOW TO READ SCRIPTURE:
LECTIO DIVINA
The Denver Catholic Biblical
School teaches its students a
practice called lectio divina
as a way to prayerfully read
Scripture. Use the following
steps as a guide next time you
read Scripture.

1
2
3
4

	Lectio (reading)—slowly
read the Scripture passage,
listening carefully.

teaches the concept of lectio divina as a
way to read scripture actively and prayerfully. It contains four stages: reading the
passage aloud (lectio), reflecting on the
passage for a short time (meditatio),
responding to the passage in prayer
(oratio), and finally, resting in and contemplating what was read (contemplatio).
Pope Paul IV wrote in the Vatican II
document Dei Verbum, “in the Sacred
books, the Father who is in heaven
comes lovingly to meet his children and
talks with them.” Sacred Scripture is a
direct channel of conversation with God

himself, and one that’s readily available
to each of us; it’s just a matter of opening
the Bible and entering into that conversation with God.
“Once you enter into the beauty of
reading Scripture, it becomes addictive,”
Lebish said.
The Denver Catholic Biblical School
celebrates its 35th anniversary next
year. It teaches almost 1100 students in
43 different locations. Enrollment opens
in summer 2016. For more information,
visit sjvdenver.edu/programs-of-study/
biblical-school.

	
Meditatio (meditation)—
reflect on those words that
captured your attention
during the reading.
 ratio (prayer)—respond in
O
prayer to the words Jesus
spoke to you during the
Scripture.

	
Contemplatio
(contemplation)—rest in
the presence of the Lord,
focusing your attention
completely on God.

All Stories.
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All Free.
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and email address at:
Denvercatholic.org/subscribe
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Around the Archdiocese

Luis Alvarez sows seeds for Hispanic ministry
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

L

uis Alvarez grew up picking grapes
in the San Joaquin Valley as a
migrant worker; now, he’ll be picking souls in the Archdiocese of Denver.
Alvarez succeeds Luis Soto, who
stepped down as the Archdiocese of
Denver’s director of Hispanic Ministry
and executive director of Centro San
Juan Diego June 5. He intends to continue Soto’s work while bringing a new
approach that he hopes will take the ministry in exciting new directions.
The second eldest of six siblings, Alvarez grew up in Fresno, Calif., where he
and his family worked as migrant workers. It was a very humble beginning,
Alvarez said. His family later moved to
central Mexico, where he learned Spanish
fluently. In 1995, his family moved to Colorado Springs, where he’s lived ever since.
As a youth, Alvarez attended Our Lady
of Guadalupe parish in the Springs. He met
a seminarian who started a youth group
there, but after a time, the seminarian was
transferred, and a new youth program was

Luis Alvarez, director of Hispanic ministry, Centro San Juan Diego, speaks to
group of employees. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

implemented. With their leader gone, the
first order of business was electing a new
director for the youth group. An introvert
with no experience leading people, Alvarez didn’t expect people to elect him.
“I was very shy at the time, [but] people
started voting for me, and I got elected by
a landslide,” Alvarez said.

This sparked a long and fruitful path
of ministry for him. Through it all, he
discovered that he loved to teach and
moreover, was good at it.
“My forte, my passion, is teaching,”
Alvarez said. However, he also had a
strong desire to learn.
“I always felt a calling and a hunger for

studying the faith,” he said. “If we’re to
love God above all things, we can’t really
love that which we don’t know.”
Alvarez enrolled in Centro San Juan
Diego (CSJD) in 2006. He obtained his
bachelor’s degree over six years in a collaboration CSJD has with Universidad
Anáhuac del Sur in Mexico City.
Now, Alvarez is now the executive
director of CSJD, the very place which
helped him get to where he is.
“In hindsight you see how beautiful
God’s plan is,” he said. “It’s scary before the
fact but then everything falls into place.”
Under Luis Soto’s direction, the
Office of Hispanic Ministry and CSJD
had already been recognized as one of
the best in the country, Alvarez said, so
there’s not a big urgency to revamp the
whole system. He said his staff is great
and they’ve been nothing but supportive
to him as he begins this new endeavor.
Alvarez has goals to make the programs
and services his ministry offers even
better and more encompassing. One such
initiative is to plant the seeds of faith very
early in the lives of the youth in response
to the restored order, and a campaign in
2016 of the Year of Mercy.

SUPPORT CATHOLIC EDUCATION THIS GIVING SEASON
MACHEBEUF

an academic community of faith

HOLY FAMILY
H I G H

S C H O O L

Your donation to Bishop Machebeuf High School will provide tuition assistance
that supports academically strong students with character and courage to stand
as today’s leaders with confidence to inspire tomorrow’s future.
Coloradogives.org/Machebeuf
Donating to Holy Family High School helps to provide ongoing support that keeps
tuition affordable while maintaining a first-rate educational product to form the next
generation of Catholic leaders. Coloradogives.org/HolyFamilyHighSchool
A donation to Seeds of Hope allows economically disadvantaged students
access to a quality Catholic grade school education that will provide opportunities
for success in college, career and life. Coloradogives.org/SeedsofHope

SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY!
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We have a single and most important priority:
to form priests in the image of Jesus Christ,
the One Priest in whose Priesthood every priest shares.

ANNUAL SEMINARIES’ APPEAL

VISIT: sjvrm.org

TO DONATE ONLINE TODAY.
YOUR DONATION WILL BENEFIT…

– Our Denver seminarians who are currently studying to be our upcoming pastoral leaders
– Our Catholic communities, under the future leadership of our current seminarians
– Future generations of Catholics who will receive spiritual direction and enrichment
from our present-day seminarians
– Catholics around the world, thanks to the seminarians studying at our Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary who could be assigned to any parish around the globe
– The advancement of our global evangelization efforts

Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary

Redemptoris Mater Seminarians studying

SJV Seminarians serving apostolate
for St. Anthony Hospital – 2015

Closing procession after Opening Mass
for the beginning of the school year

“The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus. When you see a priest, think of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
-St. Jean-Baptiste-Marie Vianney
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Movie Review
- an invitation -

The story “Spotlight”
doesn’t tell

To Provide ComPassion, Healing and HoPe
The Don & May Wilkins Charitable Trust present

Thanksgiving
Non-Event
fundraiser

BY KARNA SWANSON

Benefiting Catholic Charities Mission Shelter of Larimer County

With your contribution You can enjoy our Thanksgiving
Non-Event from the comfort of your own home knowing you’ve
supported families without a place to call their own.
99% of your contribution provides housing and feeds our brothers and sisters in need
...all without the associated costs of an event

$0

$108k

$200k

HELP US MEET OUR $200,000 GOAL!

Go to: ccdenver.org/TheMissionNonevent to donate now!

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PLATINUM
SPONSORS FOR GETTING US THIS FAR!

SPECIALIZED PROCESSING SOLUTIONS OF FINE MEATS

Autumn Move-In Special
Call today at 303-964-3804 to learn more about
how you can save $500 at move-in and receive
a month of base rent FREE!*
Our faith-based, welcoming environment includes:
• Independent Living
• On-Site Physician Clinic
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care Secure Unit
• Adult Day Programs
• Daily Mass
*Restrictions apply

2835 W. 32nd Avenue Denver, Colorado 80211
303-964-3804 CHILivingCommunities.org

I

303-715-3230
karna.swanson@archden.org
www.twitter.com/KarnaSwanson

t was late fall 2001, the news coverage of the 9/11 terrorist attacks
was slowing down, and a half-dozen
investigative journalists were huddling in
a Boston newsroom. They were sitting on
the next big story.
Since early summer, the team had
tracked down credible evidence of sexual
abuse perpetrated by more than 70 clergy
in the Archdiocese of Boston. None of the
cases had ever seen the light of day. The
story was big, but it wasn’t big enough.
Not yet.
According to the movie “Spotlight,”
which recounts how the Boston Globe
broke the clergy sexual abuse scandal
wide open in 2002, editor Marty Baron
wasn’t interested in giving the Church a
black eye, he wanted much more.
In a key scene, Baron tells his team to
“go after the institution,” and prove that
“priests were protected from being prosecuted, that they were reassigned again
and again.”
The movie ends as the Globe’s first
exposé on the scandal hits the streets on
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2002. The headline reads:
“Church allowed abuse by priest for years:
Aware of Geoghan record, archdiocese
still shuttled him from parish to parish.”
As the movie’s title suggests, the film
“spotlights” the work of journalists to
expose the mishandling of sexual abuse
allegations in Boston at the highest levels.
What it doesn’t do, however, is tell the
story of what happened next.
After the revelations of the Globe’s
investigations, Belleville Bishop Wilton
Gregory, then president of the U.S.
bishops’ conference, issued a formal
statement expressing “profound sorrow
that some of our priests were responsible
for this abuse under our watch.”
By June of that year, the bishops of the
United States decided that a coordinated
policy and response was needed at the
episcopal conference level, and they unanimously approved the “Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People.”
It’s important to understand that before
2002, how a diocese handled sexual abuse
allegations was left to the discretion of the
local bishop (the Archdiocese of Denver
first issued its Code of Conduct in 1991).
With the new charter, uniform procedures for handling sex abuse allegations
were put into place for not only clergy, but
also for lay teachers, parish staff, and any
other adult that has contact with youth

C

on behalf of the Church. In an unprecedented move, they pledged to provide
a “safe environment” for all children in
Church-sponsored activities.
Other main components included
a “zero tolerance” policy for sexual
abuse, background checks for all Church
employees, mandatory reporting to civil
authorities, immediate removal from
ministry of those accused, improvements
in seminary formation, and most importantly, help for victims.

“

The Church has responded
tirelessly to the revelations
made in 2002 and beyond,
and as a result it has made its
communities some of the safest
places possible for children.”

As of 2015, the U.S. bishops’ conference reports that 2.4 million adults and
4.4 million children have been trained
to spot and report abuse. Nearly every
diocese has established an office to coordinate safe environment training and to
provide support for those abused. Every
diocese reports all allegations to civil
authorities, and works with law enforcement in cases of sexual misconduct.
According to numbers released by the
U.S. bishops, the Church has spent $2.8
billion to address the scandal.
Since 2003, the first year of implementation of the charter, the Archdiocese of
Denver has trained more than 65,000
adults and continues to train 4,0005,000 every year. Some 23,000 children
are trained, and re-trained every year, at
their current grade level.
The Archdiocese of Denver also partners with the State of Colorado in its
efforts to combat abuse of children across
the state. New this year is a state-wide
phone number (1-844-CO-4-KIDS) that
everyone can use to report all cases of
neglect or abuse of children.
The Boston Globe series on the clergy
abuse scandal was exactly what every
journalist hopes his or her work will
be—the catalyst that effects change in a
system that is failing.
Why the movie “Spotlight” ignored the
lasting effects of the Globe’s investigation
is unclear, but what is clear is that much
good has been done to correct past failings, and that’s a win for the Globe, for the
victims, and for all of us.
FAQs ON “SPOTLIGHT”
For more information, read this story
on DenverCatholic.org
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CHILD ABUSE AFFECTS EVERYONE
AGE OF VICTIMS

TYPES OF ABUSE

5 years old or younger

4,932

STATS IN COLORADO

30
An average of

15.3%
84.3%
Neglect

Other

6-12 years old

10.4%

3,609

Sexual

children

13-17 years old

were neglected/abused every day in 2014.
Some children suffer more than one type, hence the total is more than 100%

THAT’S A TOTAL OF

10,853

WHO REPORTS

CHILD ABUSE
AND NEGLECT
IN COLORADO
72% 16% 12%
Mandatory
reporters

Family
members

General
public

Call if you suspect child abuse and/or neglect

1-844-CO-4-KIDS
Your call is confidential

2,284

SIGNS OF NEGLECT

SIGNS OF ABUSE

THINGS TO KNOW

• Lacking necessary
medical or dental care
• Frequently absent from
school
• Stealing food or money
• Lacking appropriate
clothing for weather
• Mentioning they lack adult supervision

• D isclosing or displaying
undernourishment
• Becoming inexplicably withdrawn
• Avoiding a certain person
• Sudden change in school performance
• Unexplained or inadequately explained
bruises or injuries
• Wearing long sleeves and pants in hot
weather.

• C hild abuse can happen anywhere and
to anyone
• We are NOT hopeless to prevent it
• You will likely not see abuse occur. You
will only see the signs.
• We must know the warning signs to
protect our children
• We must speak up! Tell someone if
you’re concerned!
• We CAN create a safer world for our
children if we all work together!

WHAT TO DO:

• If you suspect abuse, call the police or 1-844-CO-4-KIDS.
• Report any suspected abuse/neglect to the person in charge.
Mandatory reporters shouldn’t be making all the calls!
• Talk to the person. Explain to them why their actions or
behaviors are inappropriate or concerning.
• Talk to the child. Tell them they can tell you anything, then ask
them why they are behaving differently.
• Parents: Teach your kids the names of their body parts, and that
most people cannot touch there. Remind them that they aren’t
in trouble if someone else breaks the rules.

OUR ARCHDIOCESE

• T he Archdiocese of Denver
volunteers to be audited by
the USCCB for adhering to child
protection protocols.
• The Archdiocese has had a
comprehensive sexual misconduct policy
in place since 1991. This evolved into the
Code of Conduct, which all clergy, staff, and
volunteers MUST sign.
• The most important thing we can do is
remain vigilant.

SOURCES: ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER OFFICE OF CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION | WWW.CO4KIDS.ORG
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Around the Archdiocese

Saints among
us (literally)
BY MELISSA KEATING

M

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

ila Glodava didn’t settle for a
regular term project for the
Augustine Institute. With the
help of her pastor, Father Andrew Kemberling, she decided to put on a display for
the whole archdiocese at her parish, St.
Vincent de Paul in Denver, Nov. 7-9.
“I hope people will learn from saints on
how to be holy. They are a great model for
us to imitate,” Glodava said.
It was fitting that Glodava was able to
work with Father Kemberling, as he helped
her begin her devotion to relics when he
was at St. Thomas More in Englewood.
Father Kemberling has made rescuing
relics something of a personal apostolate.
“My whole approach has been to rescue
relics that are in danger of being profaned,” Father Kemberling said. “This is
one of those prayers that we as Catholics
think is important: To venerate the saints.”

“Walking with the Saints” relics on display at St. Vincent de Paul. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC
RELICS GLOSSARY
Relic: A physical object used to
increase devotion to a holy person or
place.
First class: An actual piece of the
person or thing (ie, a bone fragment of
a saint or a fragment of the True Cross)

Second class: Something that was
important to the saint and that they
touched (usually frequently). This
can include clothes, rosaries, etc.
Third class: Something that has
touched a first or second class relic,
or has touched the shrine of the
saint.

Reliquary: A beautiful display for a
relic. These are often made out of
precious metals and artfully wrought.
They resemble a tiny monstrance.
RELICS - VIDEO
Watch “Walking with the Saints” at
denvercatholic.org

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

Travel to Italy, France, Spain and England with Fr. Miguel & Fr. Gerardo;
Saint Helena & Saint John the Baptist; August 1-12, 2016; $3,799
We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Viking Cruises; Caribbean
Cruises; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil;
Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc...
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

Come for a day or week
Book your next event
with us

More than
just retreats…

 November 17
 December 10

719-258-1600

for Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

December 18 through January 1 Retreat House closed
 January 15-17
 January 22-24
 January 30

Weekend Retreat (Women)
Weekend Retreat (Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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FreeHomeCareforVets.com

For Veterans Over 65 &
Spouses & Widows Too!

Transportation Needs • Housecleaning • Walks & Talks
• Laundry • Meal Prep • Medication Reminding •
& Many More Services!

SCOUT RELIGIOUS RETREAT

WAR PERIODS:
World War II • Korean Conflict • Vietnam Era • Persian Gulf
Established in 1952, the “Aid & Attendance” was designed
to provide “non-medical care” for those that qualify long
after the war. Use this powerful benefit that doesn’t
interfere with other services!

Profiling the life of Saint Junipero Serra
November 21, 2015 ● Regis University ● 8am - 3pm
Sponsored by the Denver Catholic Committee on Scouting
See www.archden-dccs.org “Annual Retreat" for registration and program details

CALL For All Details!
888-74-4VETS (8387)

Start care
in 2-4
weeks

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
®

Affordable | Serious | Catholic

What is
W

Virtuous Leadership?
Find out for yourself by getting your FREE copy of Created for
Greatness. Call 800-288-MARY (6279) or visit umary.edu/virtue
today to obtain your copy while supplies last.
At the University of Mary we understand that education is about much more

than a diploma. It’s about becoming the person and professional you are called
to be—for Life.
That’s why the University of Mary is offering a new MBA in Virtuous Leadership
concentration in partnership with the Havard Virtuous Leadership Institute.
Classes start January 2016!

for Life.

800-288-MARY enroll@umary.edu

umary.edu/virtue
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Fr. John Martin Gibbons
passed away on Oct. 22.
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

F
OF GREATER DENVER AND NORTHERN COLORADO

Before

After

LAST
CHANCE
This
Year
to

ather Gibbons was born on Sept.
14, 1926 in Chicago, Ill., as one of
the five children of John William
Gibbons and Gertrude Downey Gibbons.
He attended Catholic
school all his life, including Oblate College of
the Southwest in San
Antonio (now known
as the Oblate School
of Theology). He was
ordained May 26, 1956
into the Oblate Missions - Missionary

Assocation of Mary Immaculate (O.M.I.).
He served at various parishes throughout Colorado and Texas, and was an
assistant pastor at Queen of Peace Parish
in Aurora from 1974-1980. Father Gibbons
was incardinated into the archdiocese of
Denver June 1, 1985, and served as pastor of
Presentation of Our Lady Parish in Denver
from 1980-1996. He retired June 19, 1996,
but continued in ministry by serving as
an administrator at St. Joseph’s Parish in
Golden and Ascension Parish in Denver.
He also served as chaplain at Mullen Home
for the Aged from 2003-2006.
Father Gibbons is survived by his
brother, Tom Gibbons, and various nieces and nephews.

Minorities served through liturgy

SAVE!

DON’T PAY MORE IN 2016!

50
Up To

%

OFF*

Labor & Materials!
Offer expires 11/28/15

“Thanks to All VALUABLE Denver Catholic Readers
For Calling Us For Help! It’s Been a Great Year!”
Blessings, Karl Scheib (owner)
Over 20,000 Installations In Colorado With Millions of Feet Installed!

SERVING COLORADO FOR 14 YEARS!
FREE In-Home Estimate!

*Maximum available discount 50% Off 3/1/15 rate card. Call for details.
Available at time of estimate only. Offer expires 11/28/15. *Based on a 2014 study.

Made In America

METRO 303-816-3555
NORTHERN 970-300-5103

The Oﬃce of Black Catholic Ministry and the Oﬃce for Native Americans
co-sponsored a Mass to honor St. Josephine Bakhita, St. Katharine Drexel
and St. Kateri Tekakwitha. The Mass was held at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception on Sunday, Nov. 8, 2015. PHOTO BY JAMES BACA
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and the Bible
18 Mary
7 p.m. – 8:30

p.m., Our Lady of
Fatima Parish, 1985
Miller St., Lakewood,
free; bring a rosary to
donate. Dr. Edward Sri
will explain the scrip-tural foundations of
our beliefs about the
hBlessed Virgin Mary.
Contact Kathy Gill at
olfkathyg@gmail.com or
f303-233-1283 for more
information.

19 Questioning the
“Kasper
Proposal”

7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.,
Bonfils Hall at St. John
sVianney Seminary, free.
-Dr. E. Christian Brugger speaks on Cardinal
Walter Kasper’s recent
discourse at the Synod
on the Family. Space is
limited; Contact Kelly
Lang at Kelly.lang@
archden.org or 303-2823448 to RSVP.

20 Little Sisters Annual
Christmas Sale

11/20 - 21, 9 a.m. – 3
p.m., Mullen Home, 3629
W. 29th Ave., Denver.
Help support the Little
Sisters of the Poor and
Mullen Home’s elderly
residents by attending
their annual Christmsa
sale. Contact Miya Rahn
at acdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org or
303-433-7221 for more
details.

FEATURED EVENT

Holy Year of Mercy
Opening Mass

21 DCCS Scout
Religious Retreat

PRESENTATION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
C

L

5:30 p.m., Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
DEC Denver. Celebrate the opening mass for the
Jubilee Year of Mercy with Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila. The Holy Doors at the Cathedral Basilica,
Mother Cabrini Shrine, Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Denver, St. Stephen’s in Glenwood Springs and St.
Anthony’s in Sterling will open Dec. 13.
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22	Tic-tac-toe
alternatives
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23	Legend
says Patrick
drove these
out of
Ireland
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HOLY SPIRIT
INFANCY
INSPIRATION
JEWISH
JOACHIM
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21	 Entr’_ _ _

PREPARATION
TEMPLE
THANKSGIVING
TRADITION
VOW

25	Third century pope
27	Sea, to
Sartre
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28	“…on those
dwelling in
a land overshadowed
by death
light has
_ _ _” (Mt
4:16)
30	Greek goddesses of
the seasons
33	Commandment place
35	Pull laboriously
37	Rosary
beads

38	His name
was
changed to
Israel
39	Texas state
star
40	Sweet
potato
41	 “_ _ _ Tag!”
42	Sham
43	_ _ _ of the
Sacred
Heart
45	“…the tree
of the
knowledge
of good
and _ _ _”
(Gen 2:9)

46	Cavalry
sword
47	Hydra and
sea anemone
50	Stingers
52	Apostle to
the Gentiles

11 Single Parent
Family Ministry

7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m., St.
John the Evangelist
Parish, 1730 W. 12th
St., Loveland, free.
Faith-based support
community for single
parents, meets second
Friday of each month.
Connect with other
parents, learn new skills
and deepen faith and
dependence on Christ.
Contact Teresa King at
970-593-8383 or singleparentfamilyministry15@
gmail.com.

20 Men’s Advent
Retreat

10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., St.
John Vianney Seminary,
1300 Steele St., Denver,
free. An opportunity for
single men to prepare
for the Lord’s coming
at Christmas. Contact
mimi.larsen@archden.
org or 303-282-3429
for more information.
5	Sport of
Sneijder,
Dutch
athlete who
converted
to Catholicism during
the World
Cup games

60	Isaiah
spoke of
a new one
(Isa 66:22)

36	Command
to a horse

39	O ur _ _ _ of
Fatima

9	Tongueclucking
sound

41	Yaks

10	Village to
which Jesus
traveled

42	“…all have
sinned and
_ _ _ short
of the glory
of God”
(Rom 3:23)
44	Thin candles

12	Aircraft
cargo compartment

45	Tree limbs

13	Capital of
Norway

48	Biblical instruments

21	Tropical
tree

49	Jesus
referred to
Himself as
this, rejected by the
builders

61	Confined

22	Number for
the last Leo

62	Spanish
titles

24	Latin 101
word

63	Squeeze

25	The _ _ _ of
saints

55	Canal or
lake

DOWN

26	Middle
easterner

1	Chalice
covering

29	 “_ _ _ Dimittis”

2	Tony’s’
“cousins”
3	Ancient

30	Mattress
for the
Baby Jesus?

4	Matter of
law

31	Shaped like
a racetrack

59	A queen of
Jordan

34	Glass filler

8	“I’ve got it
now!”

64	Way to
travel

58	Small blemish

33	Hybrid
creature of
myth

7	Native
American

53	A finish for
Canaan

56	Jeremiah’s
description
of himself

32	_ _ _ of sin

38	St. Peter’s
feast day is
the 29th of
this month

11	Title for the
Holy Spirit

61

63

Cathedral on the first
Sunday of every month.

6	Stops

39

41

62

13

29

34

46
50

12

26

38

43

11

22

27

37

17	Covers

19	Ponder

4

17

40

20	Shelter

K B E N M Z O N P K

3

16

16	Bovine
sounds

O C O A O

L W O T

2

15

15	Vows

I

A

G N E

1:45 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Denver. Pray
in defense of human
dignity and life at the

14

30

P O B N C V D K A
I

I

C

1

14	Fix and
laugh
ender

18	“If anyone
wants to go
to law with
you over
your tunic,
hand him
your _ _ _
as well” (Mt
5:40)

6 Respect Life Holy
Hour at Cathedral
Basilica

all scouting youth and
adults which profiles
the life of the newsest
American saint, Friar
Junipero Serra. Contact

10	Reflected
sound

H

N

I

Y

T

5	Weaned
pig

I

T

H O V

R K

1	“Blessed
are you
who are
_ _ _” (Lk
6:20)
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S
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T Q

P R

D
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A P W E R C A D A K

D H U N E A

9 a.m. – 2 p.m., St. John
Paul II Center, 1300
Steele St., Denver, $60.
Workshop to train facilitator/mentor couples in
how to use the FOCCUS
Pre-Marriage Inventory
with engaged couples.
Lunch and materials
provided. Contact
Carrie Keating at carrie.
keating@archden.org or
303-715-3259 for more
information.

8

Blvd. & W. 50th Ave.,
Denver, $12 youth, $7
adult. Denver Catholic
Comittee on Scouting is
presenting a retreat for

8 a.m. – 3 p.m., Regis
University, Lowell

DECEMBER

5 FOCCUS Facilitator
Training

of Hope
21 Evening
5:30 p.m. cocktail

reception, 7 p.m. dinner,
Brown Palace Hotel, 321
17th St., Denver, $300.
Join Seeds of Hope for
their annual gala. Contact Natalie Mesko at
720-476-7470 or natalie.
mesko@tcfalliance.org
for more info.

Steven Wagner at
communications@archden-dccs.org for more
information.

47	Trousers

50	Travel
51	Buck ender
52	Free from
contamination
54	Miss Kett
56	Affirmative
57	Crew tool
58	Mineral
spring
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Shout Outs

Classifieds 303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

St. Vincent de Paul Robotics Program

EVENTS
Saturday, Dec. 5th, 8:30 am-6:00 pm,
2905 Federal Blvd., Denver. Shop for
unique gifts, religious pictures and fair
trade items, enjoy good food & Christmas
spirit! For info contact 720-468-1643.

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

CONTRACTOR

GUITAR LESSONS

TRAVEL & PILGRIMAGES

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION

GUITAR LESSONS - $35 PER HOUR

40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

In-home or my studio, all ages welcome.
Teaching contemporary Catholic Christian
music. Also seeking mandolin, hammered
dulcimer or violin player - 720-351-6004.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy St. Jude,

Congratulations to Judy McCarty for
winning the annual Distinguished
Lasallian Educator Award for the
Lasallian District of San Francisco
New Orleans. Judy currently serves as
the chairperson for the Fine Arts Department at Mullen High School, where she
is also the Lasallian youth moderator and
Director of Service Learning.
The Distinguished Lasallian Educator
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Apostle and martyr, great in virtue, rich
in miracles, near kinsman of Jesus Christ,
faithful intercessor of all who invoke your
special patronage in time of need. To you I
have recourse from the depth of my heart
& humbly beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent petition. In
return I promise to make your name known
& cause you to be invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers,
3 Hail Marys and Glorias for 9 days. Thank
you for prayers answered. - G.H.G.

IN THANKSGIVING
Thank you to Blessed Mother Mary, Sacred
Heart of Jesus, St. Jude & St. Jeanne Jugan
for favors received. - B.K.
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Award honors educators who exemplify
the ideals of Saint John Baptist de
La Salle, who is the patron saint of
teachers.
“Judy [exemplifies] what is best in
our District’s Lasallian educators,
serving the mission with faith, passion
and excellence,” said Brother Donald
Johnson, FSC, visitor for Lasallian
District of San Francisco New Orleans.
TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
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30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

DJ SERVICES

ATTORNEY
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – tax deductible.
Fast & free pickup. Helps those in need.
Call us at 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

CARPET & FLOOR
CLEANING

HANDYMAN
ALL-ROUND HANDYMAN
Minor repairs, carpet/floor cleaning, indoor
cleaning, outdoor clean-up. Minor electricity, plumbing & painting. Member: Our
Lady of Nativity. No job too small. Senior
discounts. Free estimates. Please call Dave
at 720-404-9118.

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
DEEPSEA SOUNDS INC - Covering
every event, celebrating every memory!
Free initial consultation; affordable rates.
Call or email now! PHONE: 720-382-6204
EMAIL: deepseasounds@gmail.com

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

RETIRED CONTRACTOR
Small jobs, electrical, plumbing, handyman work. Insured & bonded. Please call
Jay for free estimate at 720-841-8585.

HEALTH & NUTRITION

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

ENTERTAINMENT
MUSICAL MEMORIES - Take a walk
back in time with me! Singing the songs
you love so well for all occasions & groups.
Special Christmas programs available too.

FOR WEIGHT LOSS - ENERGY AND HEALTHY AGING
Check us out on
Facebook - Choose Change Now
Your coach: Laura Adamowski
Ph: 303-887-8796 - ladamowski@yahoo.com

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
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BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL
LAWYER

Judy McCarty

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

counts. Customer referrals available.
40 years experience. Call Estimator, Bob
Falco, today at 303-919-4145

PRAYERS

PHOTO PROVIDED

FENCING

ST. DOMINIC’S 5th ANNUAL HOLIDAY ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE
Driveways, patios and walks. Senior disMERCADO ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR -

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS EASTERN
EUROPE TOUR - See ad below.

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School launched its brand new robotics program last month as part of their STEM education initiative. STEM education
is a national initiative to ensure that all students understand how to integrate
science, technology, engineering and mathematics to solve problems, a St.
Vincent de Paul press release said.
“We are committed to providing state-of-of-the-art education experiences
for our students to prepare them for the future,” St. Vincent de Paul principal
Sister Maria Ivana Begovic said.
The new robotics program will be integrated into the curriculum for kindergarten
through eighth grade. Kindergarten and first graders will have introductory
exposure to robotics, while second through eighth grade will develop engineering
schools through a multidisciplinary approach to learning, the press release said.
Additionally, in Spring of 2016, St. Vincent de Paul will offer two Robotics Clubs
to further enhance learning opportunities for students.
The new robotics program will help students to develop the “four C’s”: critical
thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity. It will also equip students with crucial skills for the workforce of the future, the press release said.

CONCRETE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Bernie Schmitz
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr Jorge de los Santos

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

7:00 a.m. English, The Passionists
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Provided by Catholic TV

Carpet, Upholstery, Hardwood Floor and
Tile Cleaning. Discount with Ad!
www.donerightfloors.com
Call today - 303-956-8646

KNIGHTS COUNCIL #3340
EASTERN EUROPE TOUR
12 Days - MAY 19 - 30, 2016

Visit Poland, Prague, Budapest, Vienna, cruise
on the Vltava River and so much more.
**SPACE LIMITED TO 40 TRAVELERS - RESERVE NOW!**
For information: Tom 303-794-3747; chapman7039@comcast.net
OR Jack at 303-908-5672 jcmascio@msn.com
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HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Fall furnace tune-up,
clean & safety check - $79 (regularly $125).
10% discount off service calls, equipment
purchase & duct cleaning. Members of St.
Joseph Catholic Church for 40 years. Family
owned and operated. Call 303-571-1171,
No. CO 970-482-7520. Visit our website
at www.heatexchangerexperts.com for
important information and latest news.

HOME HEALTH CARE
HOME HEALTH CARE - Compassionate,
experienced home health care and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment,
Mon-Fri. in southwest Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009.

HOUSE CLEANING
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING
20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

LILLY MAID
Experienced, honest and reliable.
Flexible hours and days. References
available. Free estimates. Please
call 720-296-1905.

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY;
LET US DO THE WORK. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Please call 720-227-5564.

LANDSCAPING
EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
& CONCRETE SERVICES - Also general
yard clean-up & sprinkler blowout. BBB
Member. Free estimates, military & senior
discounts. 10% off w/ad! Call 720-877-3733

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

Events & Announcements |

PLUMBING

ROOFING, cont’d

WINDOWS

HELP WANTED, cont’d

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are

Also, remodeling or repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

BEST PRICES - BEST WINDOWS
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
303-249-8221

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

SENIOR HOUSING

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

PLUMBING & SPRINKLERS - Free
instant quote! Disposals, faucets, water
pressure valves, drain cleaning, broken
pipes, water heaters, sump pumps, toilets.
720-298-0880, www.vertecservices.com

Winter prices - $500 OFF. Interior or exterior house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

Ever Growing

Transforming

HONEST, EXPERT WORK
BEST PRICES - 303-249-8221
Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

M D K REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

MARIPOSA HAVEN ASSISTED LIVING
Cozy 5 Bed Home in Broomfield. Loving,
Person-Centered Care. Licensed.
www.MariposaHaven.com
Call for a tour 720-413-9904

SPRINKLERS
SM SPRINKLER

44 years in business. Notre Dame parishioner. Let us winterize your sprinkler systems
now and we’ll return in spring to check and
make necessary adjustments. 303-988-0432.

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Time to
schedule a winterization!! 18 yrs. in
business. Professional install and repairs.
Lifetime warranty. Fast, friendly service.
All work guaranteed. Call 303-523-5859.

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

TILE

ROOFING

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price on
roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen Discount.
Licensed & Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

TREE SERVICE

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

YARD WORK
GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE
Tree trimming & removal, mowing &
edging, trash removal, concrete work,
overall yard clean-up. Fast & friendly service. Senior discount. Call 303-429-0380.

Fall tree pruning special, winter watering
& tree fertilization!! Comprehensive care
and maintenance. 23 years in business!
Free estimates. Call today: 303-456-6898

HOME FOR SALE
NEAR REGIS JESUIT H.S. & OUR
LADY OF LORETO ELEMENTARY!!

Classifieds

CEMETERY PROPERTY
FOR SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two lots in a beautiful area: Sect. 32, Block
2, Lot 6, Graves 9 & 10. Asking $2800 ea.
incl. transfer fee; will consider offers.
Please call 720-323-5014.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Excellent family plot: four side-by-side
lots with a beautiful mountain view; easy
walk to plots. Make offer! Call Chris 303936-9275; leave msg.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

Emphasizing Purpose, Dignity, & Quality Of Life

REMODELING

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST - for Catho-

Two lots in Sect. 28, Blk 7, Lot 0, Gr 73 &
74. Lovely location with peaceful views.
Very easy access. Valued at $7100; asking
$6500, incl transfer fee. 303-534-5690.

HELP WANTED

lic Charities, Archdiocese of Denver,
to be a part of our faith-based psychology
services ministry. Part of Catholic Charities,
Regina Caeli brings a unique mental
health ministry to the service of the
Church. Regina Caeli provides internship
and residency training opportunities
by outstanding psychologists, while
providing therapy to those in need, in a
clinical, program or school setting. Supervisory experience in clinical setting reqd.
EEO/AA. Please apply at www.ccdenver.org

BUSINESS MANAGER – for Saint

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Four plots

Risen Christ Catholic Parish has an immediate need for 2-3 part time Maintenance
Techs (15 to 25 hrs, various shifts). Light
repair, janitorial and handy man work.
Practicing Catholic. Please send resume to
Mike at mblupton@risenchristchurch.org.

ST. SIMEON CEMETERY

An 8-minute walk along horse property
trail to Regis from this beautiful, sunny
2007 home with 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths, new
carpet, paint, & updated kitchen. Total
4980 sf incl. lg. unfin. bsmt. Immediate
occupancy! For further pricing info, contact
realtor Merritt Cohn at (303) 907-9600.

Anthony Parish in Sterling. Please visit
saintanthonyssterling.org to view position
description. Please submit resume & cover
letter to businessmanager@saintanthonyssterling.org by Monday, November 23.

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Join Affordable
Home Care’s non-medical team of compassionate, dedicated caregivers making a
difference in the lives of the home bound.
If it’s in your heart to help, you are male
or female, and driving is not an issue, you
are the one! Learn new skills or use your
current skills and experience the satisfaction and fulfillment of one-on-one ratio
in-home care. Contact us at 303-988-1821

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Immediate full-time opening at

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

ST. PIUS X SCHOOL - Two positions,
starting asap: Full time Primary Teacher,
5 days/wk 7:30-3:30; and part time
Resource Teacher, flexible days/hours.
Candidates must be practicing, passionate
Catholics. Both jobs require a bachelor’s
degree, pref. in elementary ed or related.
Please email resume, cover letter & any
supporting docs to Eileen Michalczyk at
emichalczyk@stpiusxschool.net.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Niche 17 in the Madonna Mausoleum,
Sect. D, Tier D. Niche holds two: 12x12x12.
Asking $3800, transfer fee included. Call
303-520-7879.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - St. Francis of
Assisi Mausoleum - two person niche in
desireable lower level overlooking lake.
N-2, Tier F, #5. $3895, includes transfer fee.
Please call 303-792-3808

together in beautiful and desirable older
area. Sect. 31, Block 7, Lot 26, Graves 1, 2, 6,
7. Asking $11,200 including transfer fee. Call
479-531-8473 or email theff@cox.net.

One lot in a lovely, peaceful area: Section
1, Block 4, Lot 9, Grave 7. Asking $2700,
transfer fee included. Please contact
Barbara at bgetter@ku.edu

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - A lovely view
of Mt. Evans, Sect. 60, Block 2, Lot 7, Grave
3. Casket plus 3 cremations allowed. $3500
incl transfer fee; will consider reasonable
offers. Call 909-481-4959 or 303-935-9266

CHAPEL HILL - Four plots located sideby-side in a beautiful location: Garden
of Apostles, Lot 509-D, Sect 2, Units 1-4.
$10,000 incl transfer fee. Call 303-850-9961
or email kmccdenver@yahoo.com.

Immaculate Heart of Mary in Northglenn.
Please send resume and references to:
maryr@ihmco.org.

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS

Ever Learning

Ever Transforming

Family Business. Senior discount. New
windows or repair existing windows.

now hiring for these full-time positions:
Director of Philanthropy, Sr. Director
of Philanthropy, Philanthropy Officer
–Campus Advancement, HelpDesk Tech,
Exec. Administrative Asst., Accounting
Specialist, Donor Relations Specialist &
Office Administrator. For full job descriptions and to apply, please visit our website: www.focus.org/jobs or email your
cover letter and resume to hr@focus.org.

Service Directory |

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

69 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

The saints and all of us

R

OME. Amidst all the Sturm und
Drang of Synod-2015, something
genuinely new in the life of the
Church began, and it shouldn’t escape
our notice. For the first time in two
millennia,
an entry in
GEORGE the liturgiWEIGEL cal books
will now
read, on the
The Catholic Diﬀerence
appropriate
George Weigel is a
day, “Saints
distinguished senior fellow of
Louis
the Ethics and Public Policy
and Zélie
Center in Washington, D.C.
Martin,
Spouses” – a happy addition to “Martyr,”
“Confessor,” “Bishop,” “Religious,”
“Pope,” etc, in the pantheon of vocations
to sanctity. Spouses: a married couple,
together on the tapestry that hung from
the central loggia of St. Peter’s before,
during, and after their canonization on
October 18; a man and a woman, a dad
and a mom, who were the parents of a
saint, the Little Flower, and in whose
married life mutual sanctification took
place by cooperation with God’s grace.
Saints-as-spouses. There was something for Synod-2015 to ponder. And
if insufficient attention was paid to
this during the Synod, that’s no reason
for the Church, in which millions of
spouses are living lives of heroic virtue,
not to take notice – and to reflect upon
some old truths about the “canonization” of saints.
The Church doesn’t canonize saints
for their sake. God takes quite good
care of his holy ones, we may be sure,
and being “raised to the dignity of the

doesn’t “make saints;” God makes
saints, and the task of the Church,
through the beatification and canonization process, is to recognize the
saints that God has made. The process
by which that recognition takes place
has changed over time, from something resembling an adversarial legal
procedure to something more akin
to a doctoral seminar in history. The
object of the exercise remains the same,
though: to sift through the record of a
life in order to find the traces and tracks
of grace at work – as it is in all of us.
The lives of the holy spouses of
Lisieux are also a great witness to the
incredible capacity of the Catholic

Church for self-renewal.
Louis Martin was born in 1823; Zélie
was born eight years later. In other
words, both were born a generation
after the utter devastation of the French
Church by the French Revolution. After
the enforcement by state power of
the Religion of Reason and the bloody
slaughters of the Reign of Terror (a
spasm of lethal Gallic craziness musically evoked by Francois Poulenc’s
Dialogues of the Carmelites), who would
have predicted that 19th-century France
would be a seedbed of mission and
sanctity, the effects of which would be
felt from the hitherto-obscure village
of Lourdes in the French Pyrenees to
Francophone Africa to Oceania?
Yet it happened. Much of what we
think of as “French Catholicism” today
grew out from under the rubble of
the Terror and the destruction of the
Church of the ancien régime. Louis
and Zélie Martin, and their daughter,
the Doctor of the Church who gave
Catholicism the “Little Way,” were all
products of that astonishing flourishing
of holiness and evangelical zeal that
followed immediately after a period of
unprecedented destruction. How did
that happen? It happened because, life
by life, men and women took the risk
of fidelity. Ordinary people defied the
claims of their putative ecclesiastical
betters – too often heard during Synod2015 – that asking the heroic is just too
much.
No, it’s not. Summoning us to lives of
heroic virtue is asking us to be the saints
we – like Saints Louis and Zélie Martin,
Spouses – were baptized to be.

4th Century and I were connected in
just three words.
How many times had I, too, prayed
for God to change me, later on. In those
three words I saw myself: My fractional
faithfulness. My partial trust.
I bonded with St. Augustine in this
common struggle: our unreadiness to
change. Our fear to surrender.
Augustine’s struggle was aided by a
moment of Grace. It came under a Fig
tree. “Tolle Lege,” he heard a nearby
child sing, meaning “take and read.”
He opened a book of St. Paul’s letters at
random and came to Romans 13:13-14:
“Let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.”
It was this moment of Grace that

prompted Augustine’s conversion,
resulting in his Baptism. He later
became a priest and bishop, founded
a religious order, and was a giant in
defending the faith. An active preacher
and writer, his letters circulated
throughout the world to address the
problems of his day.
In coming to know St. Augustine, I
discovered that I hadn’t connected with a
saint before because I thought sainthood
was just about holiness. But that’s not it at
all. Sainthood is about cooperating with
God’s Grace in spite of my sinfulness so
that I can follow God’s call to holiness.
Today, St. Augustine is my model
for this. When I struggle, I look to his
courage and willingness and it gives me
hope. I ask him to intercede for me.
And it’s his own words that offer me
the most practical assurance: “There
is no saint without a past. There is no
sinner without a future.”

Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, Spouses. PHOTOS FROM WIKI COMMONS

altars,” as the old phrase had it, does
nothing for those so raised. No, the
Church canonizes saints for our sake, so
that we might have models who inspire
us to be the holy ones we must be, if
we’re to fulfill our Christian and human
destiny. That’s why the Church sings the
Litany of the Saints at its most solemn
liturgical celebrations: the Litany of
the Saints is the Church’s family album,
the roster of those who form that “great
cloud of witnesses” of which the author
of the Letter to the Hebrews speaks so
eloquently.
Another old truth worth repeating,
with the holy spouses of the Martin
family in mind, is that the Church

Sinners among us

L

ike a lot of Catholics, every October
growing up I was assigned a project
related to the saints in preparation
for All Saints’ Day. I listened to friends
speak with excitement about the saint
they’d chosen to study, often referring
to their “patron saint” – one they felt a
sacred bond with.
While I went through the motions
every year, I don’t ever remember
feeling such a connection. As a kid I
didn’t really relate to the saints; they
seemed like spiritual superheroes who
were more like cartoon characters than
human beings. As an adult, I simply
found them too holy for the likes of me.
After all, I struggle daily to live out the
Gospel and to follow God’s Will for me,
and these were people who struck me as
living their lives as the faithful big-guns
of moral and theological virtue.
But then I met the St. Augustine. Talk
about hitting the reset button.

This central figure in Christianity was
a giant in loose living. Stealing, drunkenness, having a child out of wedlock,
participating in a heretical sect, and
engaging with mistresses are some of
the things
that mark
GINA
Augustine’s
WARNER journey into
sainthood.
A few
View from the Pew
years ago
Gina Warner, wife and mother
someone
of three, considers herself an
suggested
everyday Catholic in the pew.
I read his
Confessions, Augustine’s autobiographical work. In it, he candidly details his
struggle with sin and regret. He writes
that during his sinful period he prayed
to God, “Give me chastity and continence, but not yet.”
But not yet.
And there it was. This saint from the
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Ross douthat and the catholic academy

M

any years ago, a local Chicago
sportscaster named Howard
Sudberry recounted a curious
controversy surrounding a major league
baseball game. Late in the contest, the
team that would eventually win was
up by ten runs. A player for that squad
hit a single and then stole second base.
The catcher of the trailing team whined
after the game that this base-stealer was
rubbing it in, essentially being unsportsmanlike. Well, Sudberry was having
none of it. He looked into the camera and
spoke, as it were, to the catcher himself:
“Then throw him out!” He was implying
that the base-stealer had done absolutely
nothing opposed to the rules of baseball
and that, if the catcher didn’t like it, he
should try to beat him fair and square
within the context of those same rules.
This incident came to mind when I read,
just recently, about a similarly curious
controversy, this one within the groves
of academe. The New York Times columnist Ross Douthat has been opining
quite a bit about the Synod on the Family
in Rome, suggesting, among other things,
that clear factions among the bishops
have emerged, that Pope Francis favors a
more liberal resolution of the key questions, and that heretical viewpoints are
afoot in Rome. In response to Douthat’s

ruminations, a letter, signed by some of
the leading lights of the Catholic academy, was sent to the editors of the Times.
The professors and pundits complained
that Douthat was proposing a politicized
reading
BISHOP of Church
ROBERT affairs and
BARRON that he was,
at the end
of the day,
Guest Column
unqualified
Bishop Robert Barron is the
to speak on
founder of the global ministry, such comWord on Fire, and Auxiliary
plex matters,
Bishop of Los Angeles. He
presumably
is the creator of the award
winning documentary series
because
“Catholicism.”
he doesn’t
have a graduate degree in theology. Their
prim closing remark—“This is not what we
expect of the New York Times”—was an
unmistakable insinuation that views such
as Douthat’s simply should not be allowed
into the arena of public conversation.
Are all of Ross Douthat’s opinions on
the Synod debatable? Of course. Do I
subscribe to everything he has said in
this regard? No. But is he playing outside
the rules of legitimate public discourse
in such an egregious way that he ought
to be censored? Absolutely not! Anyone
even casually familiar with Douthat

knows that he is exceptionally smart,
articulate, careful in his expression, and
a committed Catholic. So he has argued
that divisions at least analogous to political factions have emerged at the Synod.
From the Council of Jerusalem in the first
century through Vatican II in the twentieth, the Church has been marked by
conflict, rivalry, and faction. If you doubt
me in regard to the first, take a good
look at chapters eleven through fifteen
of the Acts of the Apostles; and if you’re
skeptical in regard to the second, peruse
any two pages of Yves Congar’s massive
diary of the Second Vatican Council. And
while you’re at it, read John Henry Newman’s history of the Council of Nicea in
the fourth century, or any treatment of
the sixteenth century Council of Trent.
When has the life of the Church not been
susceptible to a political reading?
And the suggestion that, because he
doesn’t have a credential from the academy, Douthat isn’t qualified to enter into
the discussion? Please. If a doctorate in
theology were a bottom-line prerequisite,
we would declare the following people
unqualified to express an opinion on
matters religious: Thomas Merton, Flannery O’Connor, Graham Greene, Evelyn
Waugh, C.S. Lewis, William F. Buckley,
W.H. Auden, or to bring things more up

to date, Fr. James Martin, George Weigel,
and E.J. Dionne. In point of fact, it is
often the case that those outside of the
official academy often have the freshest
and most insightful perspectives, precisely because they aren’t sequestered in
the echo-chamber of politically correct
faculty lounge discourse.
The letter to the Times is indicative
indeed of a much wider problem in our
intellectual culture, namely, the tendency
to avoid real argument and to censor what
makes us, for whatever reason, uncomfortable. On many of our university campuses
this incarnates itself as a demand for “safe
spaces,” where students won’t feel threatened by certain forms of speech or writing.
For the first time in my life, I agreed with
Richard Dawkins who recently declared on
Twitter, “A university is not a ‘safe space’. If
you need a safe space, leave, go home, [and]
hug your teddy...until [you are] ready for
university.”
So in the spirit of Howard Sudberry,
I would say to those who signed the
letter against Ross Douthat, “Make an
argument against him; prove him wrong;
marshal your evidence; have a debate
with him; take him on. But don’t attempt
to censor him.” I understand that the
signatories disagree with him, but he’s
playing by the rules.

Two Houses Fit for The King

A

fter the Million Mask March
on November 5 of last year, ten
masked protesters spray-painted
vulgar graffiti all over the granite façade
of Colorado’s impressive State Capitol.
Coloradans
FATHER rightly felt a
DANIEL sense of outBARRON rage, as if the
attack on the
Capitol was
Guest Column
an attack on
Father Daniel Barron is an
the people
Oblate of the Virgin Mary
for which
and director of spiritual
it stands.
formation at St. John Vianney
Catholics
Theological Seminary.
should
feel an even greater reverence for their
churches. The Church is more than a
building, of course, but her churches, like
the Temple of old, represent the dwelling
place of God among us. We believe that
Jesus is truly present in the tabernacle,
and present in the hearts of the faithful.
For this reason, the Feast of the dedication of a church ranks among the most
important celebrations of the Liturgical
Year. On October 27 and November 9
respectively, the Church of Northern Colorado celebrates the dedications of the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
and the Basilica of St. John Lateran.
Father Joseph Machebeuf celebrated

the first Mass in Denver’s first Catholic
church on Christmas eve of 1860. Father
Machebeuf would later become Denver’s
first bishop, and St. Mary’s Parish would
become the cathedral. Construction
began on the present cathedral in 1902,
but the project soon stalled. By 1906,
however, the new assistant, Father Hugh
McMenamin, succeeded in raising the
funds needed to complete construction.
Many of the craftsman and materials
came from Colorado.
Just 82 days before the cathedral was
to be dedicated, the 210-foot western
spire was struck by lightning, knocking off the top twenty-five feet. Father
McMenamin, then rector, remained
undeterred and made the repairs in
time for the scheduled dedication on
October 27, 1912. It was in this cathedral
in the 1920s that Monsignor Matthew
Smith distributed the first issues of The
Denver Catholic Register, the first Catholic newspaper in the United States. The
paper became an effective weapon in
combatting anti-Catholic sentiment and
discrimination against migrant workers
fomented by the Klu Klux Klan. Denver
became an Archdiocese in 1941, and the
cathedral was elevated to a minor basilica in 1979. On August 13 and 14, 1993,
Pope St. John Paul II celebrated Mass
there in conjunction with World Youth

Day. In 1997, the eastern spire was struck
by lightning. In the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception throughout the
years, countless prayers have been said,
and countless souls have been baptized,
confirmed, absolved, married, buried,
ordained, and fed with the Word of God
and the Eucharist.
The Church’s very first cathedral, the
cathedral of the Diocese of Rome, is not
St. Peter’s, but the Basilica of St. John
Lateran. The Basilica, which was eventually dedicated to St. John the Baptist and
later to St. John the Evangelist, gets its
name from the Laterani family, the original owners of the property on which it is
built. The property was donated to Pope
Melchiades in 312 by the new Emperor
Constantine. The first church built on the
site was dedicated on November 9, 324.
The popes would reside on the Laterani
property for the next 1000 years.
In the course of its history, the Lateran
Basilica suffered just about as many disasters and revivals as the papacy it hosted.
Sacked by Alaric in 408 and Genseric in
455, it was rebuilt by Pope Leo the Great
(440-461), and centuries later by Pope
Hadrian I (772-795). Almost entirely
destroyed by an earthquake in 896, the
basilica was again restored by Pope Sergius III (904-911). Later, the church was
heavily damaged by fires in 1308 and 1360,

after it had been abandoned by the popes
who lived in Avignon, France. When Pope
Gregory XI returned from Avignon for
good in 1377, he found the basilica and
palace in such disrepair that he decided to
move to the Vatican. Attacks on the Lateran have happened as recently as 1992,
when an explosion devastated the façade.
Most assume that the explosion was a
warning to Pope John Paul II to curb his
frequent criticisms of the Italian mafia.
These two basilicas, houses fit for
Christ the King, still stand. They remind
us of heaven, our true home. They remind
us that the Church, though visibly composed of sinners, is spiritual and holy.
They remind us that persecutions will
never destroy us. They remind us that
God dwells among his People. Neither
vandals, nor protesters, nor fires, nor
earthquakes, nor lightning, nor sins of
the popes, nor questionable decisions
by pastors could destroy them. At the
same time, generations upon generations
have repaired them, restored them, and
enhanced their splendor.
As Jesus cleansed the Temple, he
quoted the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“My house shall be called a house of
prayer” (Matthew 21:13). May we never
lose reverence and gratitude for our
churches. May we always have hearts that
are houses of prayer.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE
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Giovanni Antonio Pellegrini
(1675-1741)

F

or unto us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government will be upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6 (RSV CE)
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Let your family culture set the tone for Advent
BY BRIANNA HELDT

www.briannaheldt.com
twitter.com/brianna_heldt

M

y husband and I recently celebrated our fourth anniversary of
being received into the Catholic
Church. Our conversion is still somewhat
of a beautiful mystery to me—how did we,
of all people, manage to stumble upon the
fullness of the faith?—and the more time
that passes, the more I realize that our
Catholic faith is far deeper and richer than
I ever could have imagined.
Relatively new to us as converts has
been the rhythm and beauty of the liturgical seasons. Advent in particular has
been an incredible thing to enter into, I
suspect because the season holds so much
for those of us who feel as if we’re deep in
the trenches of life. As a mother to eight
children, I know what it is to worry over a
little one’s future, to suffer through a miscarriage, or to sit in a hospital waiting room
while a child undergoes open heart surgery. As a mother with adopted children, I
know what it is to answer hard questions,
to continually point broken hearts towards
God, and to long for the day when Jesus
will set everything right once again. In the

meantime we wait, and we hope.
And Advent, to me, is precisely that: hope.
Mysterious and profound hope, found in
the waiting and quiet of a world anticipating the birth of a desperately needed Savior.
So while we admittedly haven’t been at this
whole Catholic thing very long, I wanted to
share some of the ways we observe Advent in
our home. Clumsy and humble as our efforts
may be, I want to encourage you in your
own journey towards Jesus this upcoming
season. If we can do it, you can, too!
PLANNING AHEAD

Maybe this is kind of obvious, but I
think it’s a good idea to plan out what you
hope to do well ahead of time. It makes a
huge difference, for example, when you
actually purchase your Advent wreath for
the dining room table prior to the start
of Advent! And don’t forget the candles,
either--I am fairly certain we’ve failed at
both in the past. Have your Advent items
stored for the year in labelled bins, and
make a list of things you’ll need to purchase. Once the season gets underway,
you’ll want to be able to focus on your traditions (along with all of your other daily
tasks). And make sure you set aside at least
one time to get to Confession!

Merry Christmas!

KEEPING THINGS SMALL

When we first became Catholic, I felt like
we had to know and do All of the Catholic
Things. If I accidentally missed a feast day
or an opportunity to celebrate in some particular way, I beat myself up because I felt
like my kids were missing out. Nowadays
though I’m much more realistic about how
we observe the liturgical seasons in our
home.
Each year, our goal is simply to set up
our Advent wreath, set out our assorted
Nativity sets that we’ve collected on our
travels around the world, and use some
sort of book of daily readings to be done
as a family during or after dinner. Simple
things, but things my kids really love. Even
my oldest children are still thrilled over
the shepherd and Holy Family figurines
arranged around the manger, and even the
littlest appreciate the Advent hymns.
MAINTAINING PERSPECTIVE

Sometimes we see so many possibilities, so many good things to potentially
incorporate into our family celebrations,
that Advent ceases to be a time to be still
before the Lord, and becomes yet another
box to check or obligation to fulfill. But
the truth is, of course, that what we really

Christmas
Craft & Bake
Sale

need to be doing during this season is
looking inward, preparing our hearts for
the coming of Jesus. Keep the basics the
basics, and remember that God has you in
your particular life phase for a reason.
HONORING YOUR OWN UNIQUE
FAMILY CULTURE

Every family is different. This shouldn’t
come as a shock to anyone, but sometimes
we forget, and then we have a harder time
maintaining the aforementioned perspective. Some families wait until Christmas
Eve to decorate their Christmas trees,
which is very much in keeping with the
heart of Advent, a season of penance and
waiting. We however, for as long as I can
remember, have always jumped the proverbial gun and gotten our tree up by the
end of Thanksgiving weekend. There is
also always extended family, and the continuing or incorporating of their traditions.
So in planning for your Advent, make sure
you’re choosing activities that will work
for you and your particular family. It may
look different from the family down the
street, and that’s okay. The ultimate goal
is to ready our hearts for the coming of
Jesus, and that is something we can all do,
no matter who we are.

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth Senior Living Community

Friday, November 20, 1:30pm – 3:30pm
Saturday, November 21, 10:00am – 1:30pm
Selling Handmade Crafts, Books, Jewelry,
Baked Goods, New & Used Gift Items!
2835 W. 32nd Ave., Denver, CO 80211
(call Joy for more details: 303-964-2015)

Need some extra cash?

Personal Loans Available!
Starting at 6.49% APR*
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient locations.
Bringing Catholic Values
to Financial Services
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit; certain restrictions may apply.
Membership required. See website for more details.

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Beautiful Lighted Flameless Electric Candles
Give The Gift of Light & Love
This Holiday Season!
Our Candles Are a Safe Alternative
to Traditional Candles.
They Illuminate Any Space
Beautifully! Perfect For All Ages!
Make Giving a Beautifully
Unique & Wonderful Gift Easy!
Check Out Our Website For a
Full List of Flameless Candles.
We Ship Near & Far.

Give the most meaningful gift
this holiday season to those
who mean the most in your life!
Check out our website below
for a full list of ﬂameless
electric candles.
Perfect For ALL Ages!
We Ship Near & Far!
Make (303)
giving
a beautifully
995-0416
unique
and
wonderful
gift easy!
www.eternal-lite-candles.com/home
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Placing Jesus in children’s hearts

REDEMPTION IS THE
GREATEST GIFT OF ALL

BY ROXANNE KING

harged with helping to prepare a
7-year-old girl for her first Communion, Benedictine Sister
Immaculata Bertolli’s first lesson was less
than successful.
“At one point she said, ‘I’m bored,’” Sister
Immaculata, 33, recalled, laughing. The
nun, who serves as head cook at the Abbey of
St. Walburga in Virginia Dale, Colo., added:
“I don’t like failure. I thought, ‘How am I
going to get through to her?’ I really wanted
to share the beauty of the sacrament.”
Realizing the child was a hands-on
learner, the nun put together a book with
18 reflections, lessons and hands-on activities to keep her engaged in the learning
process. The girl loved the book so much,
she shared it with others. Rave reviews
and requests from Sister Immaculata’s
abbess, a priest chaplain, homeschoolers
and a local Catholic school convinced her
to publish the work, Jesus in My Heart: Preparing for First Holy Communion.
The 46-page hardback book ($20), which
was written and illustrated by Sister Immaculata, aims to prepare a child for their first
Communion by fostering a loving friendship with Jesus. It includes lessons gleaned
from the nun’s monastic formation, from
her experience praying the Divine Office,
and from her work in the abbey kitchen.
Every lesson is paired with an activity a
child can do with a parent using common
household items. For example, the activity for the lesson “My Child, Give Me Your
Heart,” is making a pizza wherein the
stretchiness of the dough serves as a model
for making one’s heart bigger.
“The book involves a lot of participation
from a parent; I did that intentionally,”
Sister Immaculata said. “As our Holy
Father says and as we hear throughout
the Church, the first church is the home,
that’s where children first learn the faith.
I find that so essential—for a child to have

Benedictine Sister Immaculata Bertolli

i

“JESUS IN MY HEART”

Cost: $20
Purchase:
online at www.
walburga.
org; call 970472-0612;
email abbey@
walburga.org.
Discounts
available by
emailing srimmaculataosb@gmail.com.

the experience of the communion of the
Eucharist in the home.”
A labor of love, the book is beautifully
illustrated with colorful pastel drawings
ranging from pastoral scenes—including
the dome-topped Abbey of St. Walburga
surrounded by rolling hills—to stainedglass windows, Jesus and Eucharistic
scenes.
When finished by a child, the book will
include their prayers, drawings, photographs and their answers to the lessons’
questions.
“I wanted it to be a keepsake for the
child,” explained Sister Immaculata.
Her desire is that the book helps children to know the deep love Jesus has for
them and impels a longing to return that
love and start a relationship with him.
“Their hearts are so soft when they’re
young—so open and ready to receive the
good news,” she added. “It’s the perfect
time to plant that seed in them. If they
really fall in love with Jesus they won’t fall
out of love so easily. That’s the goal.”

Christmas Gift Fair

Saturday, November 28: 3:00–8:00pm and
Sunday, November 29: 8:00am–3:00pm
St. Thomas More Parish, McCallin Hall
8035 S. Quebec St. in Centennial
Come meet and visit with local Catholic artisans and authors.
Products from ten monasteries will be available.

Door prizes – Unique gift ideas – Fun for everyone!
Sponsored by the St. Thomas More Gift Shop

Illustration by Kyle Malone

C

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
By Charles Dickens
Adapted by Richard Hellesen
Music by David de Berry

NOV 27 – DEC 27
FAMILY DAY • DEC 6
Tickets include on-site activities for kids 6+ • 4 tickets for $140 with code FAMILYDAY

DENVERCENTER.ORG
303.893.4100 • GROUPS: 303.446.4829
SHOW SPONSOR

SUPPORTING SPONSOR

HealthONE
F A M I LY P R O D U C T I O N

THEATRE COMPANY SEASON SPONSORS

PRODUCING PARTNERS

Singleton Family Foundation
Dr. Reginald & Mrs. Faye Washington
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Not your grandma’s religious gifts
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

T

he religious gift
market has seriously stepped up its
game in the past few years.
Gone are the days when an
inspiring gift meant a Precious Moments figurine or
another Bible. Now, fun
and aesthetically pleasing
inspiration can be found in
everything from jewelry to
toasters (seriously--toasters). Here are some of our
favorites:

CREATIVE GIFTS

DECK THE HALLS

MERRY AND BRIGHT

CLOISTER CANDLES

Candles are pretty much
the perfect gift. They
make a flattering light
scheme, smell good, look
cute and are incredibly relaxing. These are
even better than normal
candles because they’re
handmade by sisters!
The Dominican Sisters
of Summit, New Jersey,
support themselves
through their shop. They
offer jar candles, in addition to 100% beeswax
tapers, votive candles,
and tea lights. Their
store also includes soaps,
room sprays, Christmas ornaments and all
other kinds of goodies.
Order at summitdominicans.3dcartstores.com/ .

For more ideas, go to
DenverCatholic.org

SOLAR
POWERED
POPE
FRANCIS

SOUL STIRRING GIFTS

Anyone can hang a picture of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel on the wall, but it
takes someone special to
make a mixed-media wall
hanging complete with
antique holy cards and
vintage medals. However,
that’s exactly the kind of
thing you can find at Soul
Stirring Gifts Etsy shop,
located at etsy.com/shop/
SoulStirringsGifts . It’s all
antique Catholic meets
shabby chic decor, with
the occasional journal or
bracelet thrown in.

GAIL’S DESIGNS

Using only
the power
of sunlight
kept pure by
initiatives in
Laudato Si’, this adorable Pope Francis doll
will wave at you all day
long. Tattered Cover sells
them, or you can order
online at kikkerland.com/
POPE TOASTER

It burns the pope’s face
onto your toast. And--I
have to say it-- Pope
Francis toast sure would
be good with some
Eggs Benedict (ba dum
CHING)! It’s available at
toastthepope.com

PINK SALT RIOT

For the lady who loves to
read, and also loves Jesus.
This Etsy shop is run by
a Catholic mom in Oklahoma, and is full of cute,
bookish Catholic wares.
Everything is made from
the pages of recycled
books. She has “Amen”
cuff links, “Love Jesus”
stud earrings, and even
coasters made out of old
book pages with Pope St.
John Paul II quotes laser
printed on top. The full
store is at etsy.com/shop/
PinkSaltRiot.

Probably some of the loveliest religious jewelry and
rosaries out there. The
owner has been an artist
most of her life, and was
inspired by her grandmother’s vintage European
rosary. She manages to
get medals cast from the
original European vintage
molds, and the results are
stunning. She has rosaries made with Swarovski
crystals, St. Patrick pocket
rosaries and Hail Mary
chaplets. She has earrings
shaped like the Cross of
Lorraine and the Seven
Sorrows of Mary, garnet
rosary bracelets, and St.
Francis necklaces complete with tiny birds’ nests.
You can browse her full
catalog of beautiful sacramentals and jewelry at
gailsdesigns.net/.

#100BucksHelps:

• Pay for three nights at
our shelters
• Buy 400 diapers for newborns
• Provide one month of heating
for a family
• Buy a bus pass for one month
• Feed 62 people in our shelter

Colorado Gives Day is an annual statewide
movement to celebrate and increase
philanthropy in Colorado through online
giving. It is celebrated on December 8;
however, donors may schedule
donations throughout November.

#100

B u c ks H elps

coloradogives.org/ccdenver
Go online and schedule your
Catholic Charities donation today.
Your gift will help to serve more than
50,000 men, women, children and
families who are in need each year—
with food, shelter, daycare, counseling,
emergency services and more.

SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY!

At Stone Ideas Inc., Denver’s countertop remodel experts,
our goal is to gain your total satisfaction with our products and services.
From classic to contemporary, our exacting quality standards
and rich selection of colors, textures and finishes
help bring your distinctive designs to life with the natural beauty,
durability and elegance only we can provide.
(BEST PRICES IN DENVER) CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
Office 303-343-7270

Holiday
Special

With a minimum purchase of 50 Sq. ft. countertops you receive a free
36 inch vanity countertop. With a purchase of kitchen countertops less
than 50 sq. ft. you receive a 50/50 stainless steel kitchen sink Free.

794 Ventura St Ste D Aurora, CO 80011
stoneideasllc.com
10 years of experience on Kitchen Countertop Installation
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TINY TOTS
THE LITTLE HABIT

BLESSED IS SHE
ADVENT JOURNAL

CHEWS LIFE ROSARIES

Bethlehem Handicrafts

Quality hand-crafted olive wood products from the Holy Land.
Made by Christian hands. Loved by Christian hearts.
www.bethlehemhandicrafts.com • 720.201.7193

l

Visit Us At:
Park Meadows Mall, Colorado Mills Mall & Mesa Mall

al

Nativity Creches – Crucifixes – Rosaries – Religious Statuettes – Liturgical Items
Home Decor and Kitchenware – Specialty Items – Custom Orders

tM

Let’s be real–Ritz crackers and grape juice in a
sippy cup are so nineties.
Today’s kids have the
option of vestments,
cruets, patens and all
kinds of minuscule
Mass trappings. Some
are plush, like the Wee
Believers My Mass Kit
from catholiccompany.
com/. Some are brass
and even include little
monstrances, like this
Montessori-approved one
from ourfathershouse.biz/.

e
re

MASS KITS

St

Probably one of the
smartest innovations in
Catholic parenting since
donuts after Mass. These
are rosaries made out of
soft, food-grade silicone.
Instead of a typical cross,
they have a rectangle with
a cross on one side and
bumps to soothe teething gums on the other.
They’re sturdily made,
but come with a lifetime
repair or replacement
guarantee. You even get
to decide what colors you
want! These are made by
a mom, and she has tons
of other clever ideas, like
nursing charm bracelets
that let you keep track
of feedings and nursing
necklaces specifically
designed to keep breast
feeding babies from
scratching you. You can
find the whole catalog at
organicmamasshop.com/.

th
16

If you’re a Catholic woman
who hasn’t heard of
Blessed Is She, prepare
yourself for the best news
you’ll receive this year.
Blessed is She (BIS) is an
initiative to unite Catholic
women across the country
in prayer. Every day, BIS
sends out an email with
the day’s Mass readings
and a short reflection by a
another Catholic woman.
The writers are a mix
of single women, young
moms, grandmas and
everything in between.
The website includes affiliate links to meet up with
other Catholic women
in your area, host a BIS
brunch, join a regional
group, or even attend a BIS
retreat. There’s also a store
that sells everything from
t-shirts to digital downloads. The real winner,
though, is this year’s BIS
Advent journal. Every
page contains a list of the
day’s readings, followed by
a short reflection by popular Catholic artist Audrey
Assad and space to write
out your own reflections.
You can buy it now at
blessedisshe.net/ .

(Tonsure kits sold separately. Probably.)
This is an etsy shop that
makes religious habits
for dolls. Seriously! Does
your goddaughter’s
American Girl doll have a
vocation as a Carmelite?
Maybe her Jenny Gymnast is leaving behind the
uneven bars to become a
Benedictine? Well, here’s
a habit. But they don’t
stop there—they have are
tiny rosary belts, monstrances, rose wreaths
and even a tiny Book of
Kells. Go to etsy.com/
shop/TheLittleHabit to
swoon over the cuteness.
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Edward Sri unveils faith in new book
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

C

atholic author Edward Sri, theology
professor at the Augustine Institute
and content director of the Symbolon film series, is tackling
questions regarding the
Catholic faith with his latest
book, Love Unveiled: The
with
Catholic Faith Explained
(Ignatius Press). It is an
EDWARD
insightful book that seeks
SRI
to equip practicing Catholics with the knowledge and
rhetoric needed in order to live their faith
in today’s culture. Denver Catholic sat down
with Dr. Sri and chatted about the inspiration behind Love Unveiled.

Q&A

Q: How does Love Unveiled differ from
other books that explain the Catholic
faith?
Sri: I hear a lot from pastors and catechists around the country about how the
people coming to our churches today are
different than they were 10 or 20 years
ago. They’re coming with new questions

and a new mindset. I also hear a lot
from parents who have children in high
school, or college or young adult years.
They brought their kids either through
Catholic school, or religious education,
but they’re still seeing the impact of the
culture on their children and saying,
“Wow, why are my kids not practicing
anymore?” or, “Why do they have all of
these questions and doubts now?”
I think we need to be able to present
the timeless teachings of Jesus Christ,
but in a very timely way that is going
to help people address the issues that
they’re facing just by living in the culture. There are many books that help
explain the faith in a general way, but
what we’re trying to do with this particular book is walk through the faith in light
of the present cultural situation and the
challenges we face in our secular world.
Q: What audience did you have in
mind when you were writing Love
Unveiled?
Sri: I had two kinds of people in mind.
First and foremost, I was thinking of
the many Catholics I meet around the
country who ask me, “Why didn’t I learn

1st Annual Holiday Extravaganza at

Arbors of San Marino
Assisted Living Community
7425 Xavier St. Westminster, CO 80030

Saturday, November 21st

9am – 3pm

Crafts…Oil Paintings….Baked Goods…
Holiday Gifts…Fun Galore!!!
RSVP to Kim Hopkins at 303-426-9090
Or e-mail: kimh@cometosanmarino.com
www.SanMarinoRetirement.com

88th

FEDERAL

SHERIDAN

WADSWORTH

Come join in
the HolidayN
Cheer!!

Westminster
Mall

75th

San Marino

Edward
Sri’s new
book,
“Love
Unveiled,”
explains
the
Catholic
faith and
how it
relates to
modern
culture.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LOVE UNVEILED
Full interview on denvercatholic.org.

this when I was younger?” Many adult
Catholics admit they have a fuzzy understanding of the Catholic faith. They might
remember there are Twelve Apostles and
Ten Commandments and seven sacraments, but they admit they have almost
zero understanding about how it all fits
together and what difference it makes
APSM 2015 Qtr Pg Ad Nov Final-001.pdf
for their lives.
This book is trying to show

how all the pieces fit together.
Second, I have in mind people who are
searching. Young people who don’t think
the Church is relevant, Catholics who are
no longer practicing and even non-Catholics; people who have a lot of questions.
The book addresses the secular, relativistic questions: Isn’t one religion as good
as another? Shouldn’t each individual be
free to make up his own morality?
Q: What impact or effect are you
hoping for Love Unveiled to have?
Sri: Love is at the heart of the Gospel
and our Catholic faith. Yet, that’s not the
impression people out in the world have
of the Church, and sadly, many Catholics
don’t have that understanding either.
What I try to do in the book, then, is
show how everything we believe and do
as Catholics is rooted in God’s love for us
and our call to share in that love. For it is
only in God’s love that our heart’s deepest
desires will be fulfilled.

Dr. Sri will be speaking about Love
Unveiled at St. Mark’s in Highlands Ranch
at 7 p.m. on Nov. 17, and also at St. Mary’s
1
11/2/15
5:04 PM
in Littleton 7 p.m. on Dec. 3.
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Families and Nuggets
team up again
BY AARON LAMBERT

www.CatholicStore.com

Catholic
Store

3398 South Broadway
Englewood, CO 80113
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

Bibles-Medals-Rosaries, etc.

303-762-8385

Your dream vacation is just
a phone call away!

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

T

he Denver Nuggets and the Colorado Catholic community are
teaming up once again for a night
of slam-dunks and family fun.
The second annual Catholic Families
Night is happening at the Pepsi Center on
Dec. 20, and it’s expected to be bigger and
better than last year. The Denver Nuggets
are facing off against the New Orleans
Pelicans, and Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila will once again be in attendance.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit
the Saint Sebastian Project, a non-profit
organization that assists Catholic schools
with their sports programs.
Catholic Families Night is the brainchild of Bill Hanzlik, who is the co-founder
and CEO of the Gold Crown Foundation.
His close connection with the Nuggets
helped make this event a reality, and he,
along with Jeff Stemper, founder of the
Denver chapter of the Saint Sebastian
Project, his friends Tom Sauer and Mark
Strawbridge, former principal at Good
Shepherd Catholic School, collaborated
on ways to market the event.
Hanzlik is hopeful this year’s Catholic
Families Night will be even bigger than
last year’s. His goal is selling between
4,000 and 5,000 tickets.
“[Last year] we had 1,600 tickets sold,
we had a great night, and yet we knew we
could do so much more,” Hanzlik said. “I
am really excited about this year.”
In an effort to draw as many Catholics as
possible, tickets were made very affordable. There are also corporate supporter
packages available in which purchasers can buy packages of tickets to then
distribute to clergy, teachers and other
members of the Catholic community.

Fun Money*

Best of Ireland

12 days from $1,499*
In just a little less than two weeks, we will show you the Ireland of your dreams: Dublin, the Blarney Stone,
the Ring of Kerry – all the iconic places that come to mind when you think about the Emerald Isle. Enjoy the
incredible Irish hospitality of our Irish driver/guides – and perhaps even learn a little Gaelic along the way.
Departs April 28, May 5, 12, 19 & 26, 2016

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and Bill
Hanzlik cheer on the Denver Nuggets
with a family at Catholic Families
Night at the Pepsi Center on Dec. 14,
2014. PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN

The night will feature pre-game activities for students and youth, including
clinics and a scrimmage. There will also
be fan experiences where kids can run
through a high-five tunnel with the Nuggets before the game and hold the flag
for the National Anthem, which is being
performed by the Our Lady of Lourdes
school choir.
Catholic Families Night is on Dec. 20
at 6 p.m. Lower level tickets are $15, and
upper level tickets are $45. For more
information, visit saintsebastiandenver.
org. To order tickets, visit nuggetstix.
com/1516catholicfamilies.

*Prices are per person, double occupancy and do not include taxes & government fees of $299 per person. Add-on airfare is available. Receive $75
p/p in Vacation Fun money if booked by 12/31/15. Fun Money will be distributed by Visa gift card and mailed out after final payment is received.
Single supplement applies. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

CALL NOW:

Sunday, Dec. 20, 6 p.m.
Visit nuggestix.com/1516catholic
families/ to order tickets.

Holiday Gift Cards
Now Available
Great Stocking Stuffers!
Full Service Wash!

$8.99 and up
www.carwash-waterworks.com

1-877-230-1381
ymtvacations.com
Mention promo code EC0961

ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA WELCOMES YOU TO

CATHOLIC FAMILIES NIGHT
WITH THE DENVER NUGGETS

CATHOLIC FAMILIES NIGHT

10-12 Minutes For Full Service Wash
Complete Auto Detailing

276 Broadway
303.733.5349

Get

75in p/p

$

VS.

Denver Nuggets vs. New Orleans Pelicans
Sunday, December 20, 2015
6:00pm at Pepsi Center

SPECIAL GUEST

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila will join us for the
game!

TICKETS

Purchase tickets to attend the game and/or
purchase tickets to donate to a deserving Catholic
Schools teacher!
Lower/Club Level: $45 (regularly $98 +fees)
Upper Level: $15 (regularly $30 +fees)
As a special incentive, a portion of every ticket
purchased will benefit the St. Sebastian Project
(saintsebastiandenver.org).

FAN EXPERIENCES
Catholic youth will be selected for:
 Pre-Game Shoot Around on the Nuggets
Court
 High-Five Fan Tunnel
 Flag Presentation
 And more!

Order tickets online at:
nuggetstix.com/1516catholicfamilies
No taxes or fees added to orders.
All tickets sold on a first-come, first-served basis; subject to availability.

For Nuggets ticket information, contact: Lyndsay Marchbanks at 303.405.7635 or email
LMarchbanks@pepsicenter.com
For Court Time/Clinic information, contact: Mark Strawbridge
Mark.Strawbridge@goodshepherddenver.org
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Be thankful.
THE EGAN
PRINTING COMPANY
Your Source
For Quality Printing For

125 YEARS!

(Colossians 3:15)

I give you thanks, my Jesus, for your decision to become perfect Man, with a Heart
which loved and is most loveable; which loved unto death and suffered; which was filled with
joy and sorrow; which subjected itself heroically to duty and acted with mercy.
I give you thanks, my Jesus. Give us hearts to measure up to yours!
- St. Josemaría Escrivá

Waterworks Carwash

• 4-Color Offset Printing
• Quality Digital Printing
• Full Bindery Options
• “Green” Printing Awards!

10-12 Minutes for
Complete Wash
Complete Auto
Detailing

Happy Thanksgiving

Gift
Certificates
Available

1245 Elati St. • Denver, CO 80204

(303) 534-0171
www.eganprinting.com

4414 Jason
Street Denver,
Colorado 80211
(303) 455-4339
1-800-538-0148
Fax
(303) 455-2180

Antonio
Peccia

276 Broadway
(303) 733-5349

(303) 755-5211
Over 60 styles of fence designs!
70 Years. Family Owned.
Call for a FREE personal presentation.

President

A&M Steel, Inc.

Structural Steel Fabricator
2651 E. 79th Ave. Denver, CO 80229

303.287.4480

JERSEY STREET
LIQUORS
928 Jersey St., Denver

(303) 322-0121
Owner:Alex Pappas

Holiday Specials!

Great Selection of Wine & Beer

DR. ROBERT SPRINGS, M.D.

Restaurant • Banquets • Catering
www.piccolo-online.com
3563 South Monaco Pkwy Denver, CO 80237
Phone: 303.757.5166
Fax: 303.757.5175

AMERICAN EAGLE
MORTGAGE, INC.

Family Practice
4120 Federal Blvd. • 303-455-4761

Mon. 9am-7pm / Tues. Fri. 9am-5:30pm
Sat. 9am.-2pm

Full
Service Wash
$899 and Up

www.carwash-waterworks.com

www.a-msteelinc.com

Stephanie Christopher, PA-C
Kelli Clair, PA-C
Dr. Ana Gardner, M.D.
Sr. Krishna Sinha, M.D.

Inspire us, Holy Spirit,
to be grateful for Your gifts.

We will take the time and have the
experience to obtain the best mortgage
and terms to fit your needs.

303-680-7585
www.americaneaglemortgage.com
BBB A rated
#100007303

Spinning Wheel Interiors
303-979-0546
PRICE
QUALITY
SERVICE
Reupholstery • Slip Covers
Window Treatments, Etc.

www.GoMajorNow.com

Call or e-mail Lisa for FREE
In-Home Estimates & Discounts
Serving Your Community Since 1975
swinteriors@comcast.net
www.spinningwheelinteriorsinc.com

(303) 424-1622

HVAC

bmoran@denverrealestate.com

Commercial & Residential
Refrigeration Geothermal Controls

Design/Build

