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T

he 2013 floods were devastating
for Boulder. Many residents were
overwhelmed by destroyed properties. Among them was the St. Thomas

Aquinas Catholic Center, the Catholic
hub of the University of Colorado-Boulder. However, reconstructing their
property opened new avenues for

evangelization. Specifically, they converted part of their student center into a
coffee shop.
“We weren’t quite sure how
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Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Did Thomas More and John Fisher die for nothing?
Following the words of Christ himself, the
Church has always taught that divorce and
remarriage is simply adultery by another name

T

he idea that Catholics should be
allowed to remarry and receive
communion did not begin with
the letter signed by Cardinal Kasper
and other members of the German
episcopate in 1993. Another country’s
episcopate – England’s – pioneered this
experiment in Christian doctrine nearly
500 years ago. At stake then was not just
whether any Catholic could remarry,
but whether the king could, since his
wife had not borne him a son.
As with those who advocate for Communion for the civilly remarried, the
English bishops were uncomfortable
with embracing divorce and remarriage
outright. Instead, they chose to bend
the law to the individual circumstances
of the case with which they were confronted, and King Henry VIII was
granted an “annulment” — on a fraudulent basis and without the sanction of
Rome.
If “heroism is not for the average
Christian,” as the German Cardinal
Walter Kasper has put it, it certainly
wasn’t for the King of England. Instead,
issues of personal happiness and the
well-being of a country made a strong
utilitarian argument for Henry’s
divorce. And the King could hardly be
bothered to skip Communion as the
result of an irregular marriage.
England’s Cardinal Wolsey and all the
country’s bishops, with the exception of
Bishop John Fisher of Rochester, supported the king’s attempt to undo his
first – and legitimate – marriage. Like
Fisher, Thomas More, a layman and
the king’s chancellor, also withheld his
support. Both were martyred – and later
canonized.
In publicly advocating that the king’s
marriage was indissoluble, Fisher
argued that “this marriage of the king
and queen can be dissolved by no power,
human or Divine.” For this principle, he

said, he was willing to give his life. He
continued by noting that John the Baptist saw no way to “die more gloriously
than in the cause of marriage,” despite
the fact that marriage then “was not so
holy at that time as it has now become
by the shedding of Christ’s Blood.”
Like Thomas More and John the
Baptist, Fisher was beheaded, and like
them, he is called “saint.”
At the Synod on the Family taking
place right now in Rome, some of the
German bishops and their supporters
are pushing for the Church to allow
those who are both divorced and remarried to receive Communion, while
other bishops from around the world
are insisting that the Church cannot
change Christ’s teaching. And this begs
a question: Do the German bishops
believe that Sts. Thomas More and John
Fischer sacrificed their lives in vain?
Jesus showed us throughout his ministry that heroic sacrifice is required to
follow him. When one reads the Gospel
with an open heart, a heart that does not
place the world and history above the
Gospel and Tradition, one sees the cost
of discipleship to which every disciple
is called. The German bishops would
do well to read, “The Cost of Discipleship” by the Lutheran martyr, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. For what they promote is
“cheap grace” rather than “costly grace,”
and they even seem to ignore the words
of Jesus that, “Whoever wishes to come
after me must deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me.” (Mk. 8: 34, Lk. 14:
25-27, Jn. 12: 24-26).
Think, for example, of the adulterous
woman whom the Pharisees presented
to Jesus to trap him. The first thing he
did was to protect her from her accusers, and the second thing he did was to
call her to leave her sin. “Go,” he commanded her, “and sin no more.”
Following the words of Christ himself,

Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
General Manager

Director

Business Manager

KARNA SWANSON

ANDREW WRIGHT

MICHAEL O’NEILL

Denver Catholic (USPS 557-020) is published bi-weekly. Denver Catholic is printed by Signature Off set in Denver.
Periodical postage paid in Denver, CO.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: $35 a year in Colorado; $42 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $42 surface, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery;
$135 air, all other countries (average). Mexico, $48 air; Canada, $55 air.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or email
circulation@archden.org.
EDITORIAL: 303-715-3230 or denvercatholic@archden.org | ADVERTISING: 303-715-3253 or denvercatholicads@archden.org
CIRCULATION CUSTOMER SERVICE: 303-715-3230 or circulation@archden.org

the Catholic Church has always taught
that divorce and remarriage is simply
adultery by another name. And since
communion is reserved to Catholics
in the state of grace, those living in an
irregular situation are not able to participate in that aspect of the life of the
Church, though they should always be
welcomed within the parish and at the
Mass itself.
Last May, Cardinal Kasper claimed
in an interview with Commonweal that
we “can’t say whether it is ongoing
adultery” when a repentant, divorced
Christian nonetheless engages in
“sexual relations” in a new union.
Rather, he thinks “absolution is
possible.”
And yet, Christ clearly called remarriage adultery and said adultery was
sinful (Mt. 5:32, Mk. 10:12, Lk. 16:18).
In the case of the Samaritan woman
(John 4:1-42), Jesus also confirmed that
remarriage cannot be valid, even when
informed by sincere feeling and fidelity.
When one adds to the equation the
high failure rate of remarriages subsequent to a divorce, where Cardinal
Kasper’s reasoning would lead, no one
can say. For example, should sacramental Communion be allowed only
for the once-remarried? What about
people remarried twice, or three times?
And it is obvious that the arguments
made for easing Christ’s prohibition on
remarriage could also be made for contraceptive use, or any number of other
aspects of Catholic theology understood
by the modern, self-referential world as
“difficult.”
Predicting what this would lead to
isn’t a matter of knowing the future, but
of simply observing the past. We need
only to look at the Anglican Church,
which opened the door to – and later
embraced – contraception in the 20th
century and for more than a decade has
allowed for divorce and remarriage in
certain cases.
The German bishops’ “Plan B” to do
things “their way” in Germany, even
if it goes against the grain of Church
teaching, has the same flaws. And, it has
an eerie ring to it – in an Anglican sort
of way. Consider the words of the head
of the German Bishops’ Conference,
Cardinal Marx, who was cited in the
National Catholic Register as saying
that while the German Church may
remain in communion with Rome on
doctrine, that in terms of pastoral care
for individual cases, “the synod cannot
prescribe in detail what we have to do in
Germany.” Henry VIII would most certainly have agreed.

“We are not just a subsidiary of
Rome,” Cardinal Marx argued. “Each
episcopal conference is responsible
for the pastoral care in their culture
and has to proclaim the Gospel in its
own unique way. We cannot wait until
a synod states something, as we have to
carry out marriage and family ministry
here.”
The Anglicans also sought such
autonomy – though with increasingly
internally divisive results and the emptying of their communities.
It is undeniable that the Church must
reach out to those on the margins of
the faith with mercy, but mercy always
speaks the truth, never condones sin, and
recognizes that the Cross is at the heart
of the Gospel. One might recall that Pope
St. John Paul II – cited by Pope Francis
at his canonization as “the pope of the
family” – also wrote extensively about
mercy, dedicating an entire encyclical
to the topic, and establishing the feast of
Divine Mercy. For Pope St. John Paul II,
mercy was a central theme, but one that
had to be read in the context of truth and
scripture, rather than against it.
On remarriage, and many other
issues, no one would say that the
Church’s teaching, which is Christ’s, is
easy. But Christ himself did not compromise on core teachings to keep his
disciples from leaving him – whether it
was on the Eucharist or marriage (Jn 6:
60-71; Mt 19: 3-12). Nor did John Fisher
compromise to keep the king Catholic.
We need look no further for a model
on this matter than words of Christ and
St. Peter in Chapter 6 of John’s Gospel T
– a passage that reminds us that the
S
teaching on the Eucharist is often diffi- R
R
cult to accept even for believers.
i
“’It is the spirit that gives life, while
T
the flesh is of no avail. The words I
A
have spoken to you are spirit and life. b
But there are some of you who do not R
C
believe. … For this reason I have told
you that no one can come to me unless itT
is granted him by my Father.’ As a result B
S
of this, many [of ] his disciples returned T
to their former way of life and no longer a
f
accompanied him. Jesus then said to
the Twelve, ‘Do you also want to leave?’ T
Simon Peter answered him, ‘Master, to oR
whom shall we go? You have the words A
r
of eternal life.’”
As disciples we are always called to R
A
listen to the voice of Jesus before the
w
voice of the world, culture or history.
B
o
The voice of Jesus sheds light on the
darkness of the world and cultures. Let r
us pray that all concerned will listen to T
P
those words of eternal life, no matter R
how difficult!
R
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Vatican Notes

‘Bible extremely dangerous,’
Pope Francis tells young people

T

he new German edition of the
YOUCAT Bible features a prologue from Pope Francis in which
he warns readers that the Bible is an
“extremely dangerous” book, one that
should not be treated as a mere piece of
literature.
In the prologue, the Holy Father
writes of the persecuted Christians in
the world who are tortured and killed
because they own a Bible and adhere to
its teachings.
“The Bible is therefore a highly dangerous book,” Pope Francis wrote. “So
dangerous that you are treated in some
countries as if you were hiding hand
grenades in your closet.”
He goes on to quote Mahatma Gandhi,
who once referred to the Bible as “a document containing enough dynamite to
blow all civilization to pieces, turn the
world upside down and bring peace to a
battle-torn planet,” but called out Christians for treating it as “nothing more

than a piece of literature.”
Pope Francis calls for young people
to “read with attention” and to be sure
not just skim but to really take the time
to discern what God is trying to say
through its words.
“You have something divine in your
hands: a book like fire! A book through
which God speaks,” he wrote. “The Bible
is not meant to be placed on a shelf, but to
be in your hands, to read often — only in
this way can the force of the Word of God
unfold. Only in
this way
can it
change
our lives,
making
them
great and
beautiful.”
SOURCE:
ALETEIA

BE A PART OF THE NIGHT

Evening of Hope
GALA

BENEFITTING SEEDS OF HOPE

Saturday, November 21, 2015
– EXCITING NEW LOCATION –

Brown Palace Hotel
5:30 pm

Guest Speaker
Rachel Campos Duffy

Enlighten:

Rachel is an accomplished
author and national
television personality who
regularly explores the
intersection of living her
Catholic faith with politics,
culture and parenting.

Illuminating
young lives
through
Catholic education

For more information contact:
Natalie Mesko at 720.476.7470
natalie.mesko@tcfalliance.org or visit:

seedsofhopedenver.org/events

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 24: Mass for Gospel of Life Conference, Risen Christ parish, Denver (8:30 a.m.)
Oct. 25: Mass and Confirmation, St. Ignatius of Loyola parish, Denver (10:00 a.m.)
Nov. 1:

Mass with Neo-Catechumenal Way, Double Tree Hotel, Aurora (11:00 a.m.)

Nov. 4:

Mass with seminarians and faculty, St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, St. JPII Center
(12:10 p.m.)

Nov. 5:

Mass and Confirmation, Nativity of Our Lord parish, Broomfield (7:00 p.m.)

Nov. 6:

Mass with military veterans and first responders, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10:00 a.m.)

Nov. 7:

Diaconate ordination, Redemptoris Mater Seminary, St. JPII Center (10:00 a.m.)

Nov. 8:

Mass celebrating Sts. Katherine Drexel, Josephine Bakhita, and Kateri Tekakwitha,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10:00 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following Assignment by Very Reverend Heriberto Torres Velazquez, C.R., the Provincial
Superior, Theatines of Our Lady of Purity Province, Clerics Regular, is conﬁrmed by Most
Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.:
Reverend Miguel Angel Guzman, C.R. appointed Parochial Vicar at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
in Denver, Colorado, effective immediately, until his assignment is completed.
The following Assignment per the request of and with permission from Msgr. Reverend Camillus
A. Etokudoh, Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Port Harcourt Rivers State, Nigeria is Conﬁrmed
by Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.:
Reverend Emmanuel Osigwe appointed Parochial Vicar at St. John XXIII Parish in Ft. Collins,
Colorado effective immediately for a period of three years.
The following Assignment with permission from Most Reverend Matthias Ssekamanya,
Bishop of the Lugazi Diocese, Lugazi, Uganda, East Africa is Conﬁrmed by Most Reverend
Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.:
To extend the stay of Reverend Herman Joseph Nsubuga Jjuuko in the Archdiocese of Denver,
and appoint him Parochial Vicar at St. Anthony Parish in Sterling, Colorado, effective immediately,
for a period of five years.
The following Assignments from Father John Michael Paul, Vicar of the Americas, Congregation
of Saint John, are Conﬁrmed by Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquilia, S.T.L.:
Reverend John-Therese Creus, Community of St. John, granted Presbyteral Faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver, effective September 1, 2015, until his ministry is completed. He will be in
residence at All Soul’s Parish in Englewood, Colorado.
Reverend Francis Therese Krautter, Community of St. John, granted Presbyteral faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver, effective September 1, 2015 until his ministry is completed. Father Krautter
will be residing at All Souls Parish, Englewood, Colorado.
Brother Máireséan O’Leary, Community of St. John, granted Diaconal Faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver, effective September 1, 2015, until his ministry is completed. Brother O’Leary will be in
residence at All Soul’s Parish in Englewood, Colorado.
The following priests have been elected by their respective deaneries as Representative to the
Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese of Denver effective immediately:
Reverend Ernest Bayer, Representative of the Western Slope Deanery.
Reverend James Jackson, F.SS.P., Southwest Denver Deanery.

“For I was hungry and
you gave me food.
I was thirsty and
you gave me drink.
I was a stranger and
you welcomed me.”
Matthew 25:35

The average cost of a shelter night is $32.50,
including meals. Please consider a monthly donation
to Catholic Charities to help us feed, clothe and shelter
those who have the greatest need in our community.
To receive an additonal 25% state tax credit for a
donation to a shelter in an enterprise zone:

ccdenver.org/eztaxcredit

PRAY | VOLUNTEER | DONATE

YOUR DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE.
MAIL IT TODAY USING THE ENVELOPE INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE.

ccdenver.org/donate
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Single parent ministry begins
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

S

ingle parent ministries are not
common in the United States. In
fact, two separate women in the
Archdiocese of Denver were only able to
find one in the entire country. Despite
this, both Terry King and Jo Holt resolved
to bring single parent ministry to Denver.
TERRY KING

Terry King has been a single mom for 20
years. She fought to keep her family Catholic, even going so far as to get a court order
to pick up her children early on Sundays so
that she could bring them to evening Mass.
King says that she wished that another
parishioner would offer to help or, better
yet, invite her to dinner or a parish event.
Even though she was struggling to raise her
children in the church, she often felt like
she didn’t belong.
“[Single parenting] can be very isolating,
especially in the Church, believe it or not,”
she said. “Everything is aimed at couples,
and it’s all about marriage. It’s hard to just
show up by yourself.”
A few years after her youngest child went
to college, King graduated from Denver
Catholic Biblical School. She said she had
been so blessed in formation and was so on
fire for her faith that she knew she needed
to give back. She began to look around for
single parent ministries in the diocese she
could help with.
She didn’t find any.
“I Googled single parent ministries, and
the only thing that came up was a parish in
Texas,” she said.
She told her boss and fellow parishioner at St. John the Evangelist in Loveland,
Bob Dehn, about her dilemma. He offered
to pay for her to go to Texas and learn how
to start a single parent ministry in the
archdiocese.

From there, King says things began to
snowball.
“It’s been so cool. I just had this idea in
my head, then my boss sends me to see
it, and then I saw my pastor and he said,
‘go!’” she said.
The single parent ministry had its first
meeting Oct. 9. King said the basic structure of the meetings will include either a
talk or social time, and then some kind of
spiritual formation. She would also like
the group to do service projects.
“Even though we’re needy, it would be
good to go out and serve others. It takes
your mind off your own needs, and it’s
what we’re called to do, regardless,” she
said.
She also hopes to find ways to integrate married families and singles in
the parish. She said it can be especially
hard for single parents to come to parish
events, because they are usually aimed at
two-parent families and single parents
can worry that they aren’t welcome.
“It’s good that single parents know that
their place is right alongside the other
families. They’ll feel more comfortable
going to parish things with someone
else,” she said.
King said the support she has received
has been slightly overwhelming. She said
this has been a very healing experience.
For example, when she addressed the
parish after the Sunday Masses to tell
them about the ministry, she was shocked
at the many offers for childcare and other
forms of help.
“I just got up and said how isolated I
have felt over the years, but I started to
think that maybe I didn’t need to feel
that way,” King said. “They’re willing to
support, but they didn’t know there was
a need to support.”

Regardless of what happens, she said
she is humbled and excited to see how God
has used her experience as a single parent.
“I never would have thought that my
single parenthood would have come to
this--to something positive,” she said.
For more information on single parent
ministries at St. John the Evangelist,
email singleparentfamilyministry15@
gmail.com
JO HOLT

Jo Holt is the director of Marriage and
Family Life at St. Thomas More Parish
in Centennial. She was approached
two years ago by a single parent who
challenged the way she thought, so she
began to read about single parents and
Catholicism.
“I was kind of surprised by some of the
research I found,” Holt said. “Sixty seven
percent of today’s single parents are not
actively attending a local church.”
Holt polled the single people in the
pew, and discovered there was quite a
bit of woundedness in their relationship
with the Church. She also discovered that
single-parent families are much more
varied than she had initially thought.
“You usually think of single-parent
families as being divorced, but that isn’t
necessarily true. In our single parent
ministry, we have some who are divorced,
some who are widowed, and some who
never married but chose life for their
child,” Holt said.
She said there are also military families
with a deployed parent, or families where
one parent travels for work for a week or
more at a time.
Holt used her research to develop
a nine-month curriculum for single
parent ministry. She said her curriculum

Terry King with her children. King started a
single parent ministry at her parish, St. John the
Evangelist in Loveland. PHOTO PROVIDED

includes working with single parents
intensively for nine months, then sending them out to either guide other single
parents, or help other ministries become
more single-parent friendly.
“It’s our desire to form them, and then
send them forth. We want them to go
forth and bring this to other ministries, to
lead other single parents,” Holt said. She
also said that all the single parents gather
once a month for a social night. They use
Flocknote to communicate the time and
location of the event.
Holt hopes to have her curriculum
ready for distribution by January. She
says she wants to see every parish in the
country offer some kind of support to
single parents. However, even if a parish
does not have the ability to offer a specific ministry to single parents, there are
simple things they can do to make them
feel welcome.
“It seems like there are a lot of single
parents out there who feel like they have
been forgotten. Sometimes the omitting
of something can feel like the exclusion
thereof,” Holt said.
She suggested that parishes try to offer
childcare during events as much as possible. She also thought that something as
simple as a table at “Doughnut Sunday”
with coloring sheets for kids could allow
single parents to interact with other
adults.
She also said that homilies were frequently mentioned as a source of pain
for single parents. She suggested clergy
consider prayerfully discerning how they
talk about families.
“Do not abandon the truth about the
importance of two-parent families, but
recognize that single parents are in the
audience listening. If you fail to mention them, along with their strength and
courage, they might feel unwelcomed in
your parish. We want to be a resource for
single parents, not something they are
running away from,” Holt said.
For more information on Single Parent
ministries at St. Thomas More, email
info@raisedinthefaith.com
WAYS TO HELP SINGLE
PARENTS IN YOUR PARISH
• Invite them to dinner
• Invite them to go to parish
events or Mass with you
• Babysit
• O
 ffer to help them in areas
they might not have experience
(ie, teaching a single dad how
to braid his daughter’s hair, or
helping a single mom with home
repairs).
• Simply ask what they need
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it was going to work, but ever
since we opened it, there have
been more and more people coming
in. They just come in off the street,”
employee Emma Konizeski said.
Drogo’s coffee shop opened on Aug.
24, the first day of classes at CU-Boulder.
Pastor Father Peter Mussett said the coffee
shop helps them reach different populations of students.
“The first population that we think
about are the students who are here, the
community that’s established, and being
able to foster and encourage those who are
with us. For them, it’s just been phenomenal,” Father Mussett said.
Drogo’s location in the middle of Greek
Row allows them to reach other students
that they may not have contact with.
Konizeski was a freshman last year, and
said she knew just about everyone in the
Catholic community. Now that she works
at Drogo’s, she sees new faces in the building almost every day.
“We have a lot of people who are not
even associated with the Church come in.
They just hang out and get some coffee,”
Konizeski said.
This is exactly what Father Mussett
hoped would happen. He said that their
ability to offer high quality, low cost products will hopefully allow them to become
popular with students of all backgrounds.
“Because we value people and the

community and the evangelical life more
than we value profits, we can offer it
cheaper than everyone else. People are discovering that,” Father Musett said. “Even
Jesus used free food.”
Konizeski said the students work
together to make sure newcomers feel
welcomed at Drogo’s, and with the Catholic community as a whole.
“Usually if someone is new here, one of
the regulars is going to go up to them and
ask them their name, what they’re studying, and introduce themselves so they have
a reason to come back and hang out with
them,” she said.
Drogo’s serves local Ozo coffee, and was
decorated by a local interior designer. It
contains a mix of tables, sofas, counters and
even a small performing space for acoustic
artists. Konizeski said that students find
the space welcoming and pleasant.
“One of my roommates actually brings
in a bunch of people all the time. She’ll just
invite people to come over and do homework,” Konizeski said.
Father Mussett said this part of why they
chose to build a coffee shop, which has traditionally served as a gathering place for
intellectuals.
“It’s not a bar, where we’re phasing out of
life. We’re actually engaging and becoming
awake and aware and having intellectual
conversations. This is a place of humanity
and intellect,” Father Mussett said.

In Memory of Those
Who Served…
In Honor of Those
Who Serve Us Now!
Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon Cemetery

22001 E. State Hwy. 30, Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

CU-Boulder has opened a new coffee shop, Drogo’s Coffee, to engage the
surrounding community. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

This is good news for CU-Boulder,
which Father Musset described as a “port
city” of cultures and future leaders. He
said a coffee shop is a real, human, communal way for them to encounter the
Church.
“[There are] a lot of people who are
looking for life and happiness in the
things of the world that just can’t offer it.
Here, what we’re able to do is offer real

life. When people tag in, they just come
alive,” Father Mussett said. “Statistically, about 75 percent of Catholics leave
their faith in college. What we’re doing in
campus ministry is at the very forefront
of the new evangelization, which is all
about new methods, ardor and zeal.”
”There’s nothing more exciting than
watching people come alive in the
Gospel,” Father Mussett said.

Mass for Military
Veterans & First
Responders
Friday, November 6, 2015
10:00 a.m.
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception

401 E. Colfax Ave., Denver, CO 80203
Please aend in uniform
Celebrant:
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila
Archbishop of Denver
Please RSVP to:
John Miller at 303-715-3156 or
john.miller@archden.org
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Cathedral concert series honors unsung Denver hero

I

i

BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138
aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

f, as St. Augustine said, “music was
given by God’s generosity to mortals in order to lead them to higher
things,” then a new concert series at the
Denver cathedral named for one of her
unsung heroes will likely lead people
straight to heaven.
The Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception will host a concert series
called The Bosetti Concerts beginning
Oct. 25. The series was named after Monsignor Joseph Bosetti, an individual with
deep connections to both the cathedral
and the city of Denver. He is a storied man
with whom Father Ron Cattany, pastor of
the Cathedral Basilica, had a fascination
long before he entered the seminary.
“There are people in your life that
you’re aware of that you wish you had
met, and he’s one of those people I wish
I’d met,” Father Cattany said.
Monsignor Bosetti immigrated to Colorado from Italy for missionary work in
1911 and was appointed assistant pastor
of the cathedral upon its dedication in
1912, a position he retained until his passing in 1954. Bosetti played an integral role
in not only the life of the cathedral but
also in the overarching culture of Denver,
Father Cattany said. A student of theology and the fine arts, he organized a male
choir trained in classical music to sing at
the cathedral and used them as the core
of his Grand Opera Company. He would

Oct. 25 Gail Archer, Organ
Nov. 15 Cure D’Ars, Choir
Nov. 29 Kathryn Radkovich, Soprano
Dec. 13 Allison Williams, Organist
Dec. 20 Lessons and Carols with the
Cathedral Choir

PHOTO BY AARON LAMBERT/DENVER CATHOLIC | INSERT DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

put on operas at the old Broadway theater for the people of Denver, an act that
brought hope to the streets during the
Great Depression.
Monsignor Bosetti was also the founder
of Camp St. Malo, the popular youth camp
that became infamous when Pope Saint
John Paul II stayed there during his visit
to Colorado for World Youth Day in 1993.
“[Bosetti] is one of those people you
don’t hear a lot about, but I think had a
larger impact on the church and people’s
lives than they realize,” Father Cattany
said. “He did all of these wonderful things
recognizing the importance of the church,
not only in terms of people’s spiritual lives,
but in their social and family life too.”
When Father Cattany was appointed
pastor of the Cathedral, he sought to

Reserve now & get $150 p/p in
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ONLY 1
DEPARTURE
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18 days from $1,899*

How would you like to visit 8 countries in Europe and only unpack once? See Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, England,
Netherlands, Germany & Sweden in one trip at a relaxed pace and without the hassle of packing and unpacking,
again and again. Departs April 21, 2016
*Prices are per person, double occupancy. Plus $299 taxes & government fees. Based on base cabin category. Cabin upgrades are available, as is add-on airfare. Receive $150 p/p in Vacation
Fun money if booked by 12/31/15, Fun Money will be distributed by Visa gift card and mailed out after final payment is received. Seasonal surcharges and single supplements may apply.
Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

CALL NOW:
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1-877-230-1381
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Mention promo code EC0961

bring back Monsignor Bosetti’s memory
and honor what he did, which is where the
idea for the concert series came about.
“It’s a way for us to continue a tradition
that he started,” said Father Cattany. “By
having these as free concerts on Sundays,
it allows us to take the Catholic faith and
share it with people in a form they don’t
have to pay for in the most beautiful
venue in Denver.”
Cathedral organist and co-director of
music Kathleen Maclean actively sought
out artists to play the concert series and
has put together quite an exciting lineup
of both local and national artists. However, some artists have reached out to
her in the past about performing at the
cathedral, and she made arrangements to
have some of them perform as part of this
series. One such artist is world-renowned
organist Gail Archer from New York, who
will open the series.
“When I told some of the locals she was
playing here, they said ‘the Gail Archer?
For free?’ and I said, ’Yeah!’” Maclean
said. “We’re thrilled to have her.”
The series will also feature an Adventthemed lessons and carols session on
Dec. 20.
The Knights of Columbus are helping
with the event, providing free parking for
those who attend at the Knight of Columbus Hall at 1555 Grant St. The concerts
will begin at 3 p.m. and immediately following the performance, there will be
an after-concert party featuring a meet
and greet with the performer as well as a
local artist showcase, also hosted by the
Knights.

Monsignor Joseph Bosetti ﬁrst
brought concerts to the Cathedral in
the early 1900.

Father Cattany said this is a great
opportunity to showcase local musicians
and artists.
“We forget that sometimes the only
reason people don’t do things is because
they weren’t asked, so this is the opportunity for us to ask people,” he said. “God
has given us a great place and he’s also
given us great talent in this community,
and our job is to bring them together.”
The Bosetti Concerts are meant to be
a reminder of what Denver once was and
the role Monsignor Bosetti played in the
culture of the city and the church, Father
Cattany said.
“There’s something extraordinary
about him and [there’s] a legacy that
helps define Denver,” he said. “As cities
grow, they get further away from their
roots and who they are, and I think part
of the role of the Catholic Church is to
bring people back to the basics of their
faith and who they are. Bosetti is a good
reminder of who we are.”
More than this though, Father Cattany
wants this concert series to lift the city’s
spirits and further the cathedral’s role as a
beacon of hope in the heart of Denver, just
as Monsignor Bosetti did during his time.
“The biggest gift that the Catholic
Church gives the world is hope,” Father
Cattany said. “What I want is this concert
series to bring hope back to this area. Any
form of beauty brings us to a level of spirituality, and what I’m hoping is that the
beauty of this music will not only raise
our spiritual wellness, but also bring
hope to this area and in that beauty, we
find God.”
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Preaching the good news forward

Iconic St. Dominic’s
draws Highlands’
y
young adults

t

d

BY ROXANNE KING

W

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

ith the theme, “125 years forward: deep roots, endless
possibilities,” Denver’s St.
Dominic Parish toasted its yearlong
ymilestone anniversary celebration Oct.
t11 with beer—lots of it—at its largest ever
Oktoberfest.
The parking lot of the stately Gothic
tchurch at Federal Boulevard and 29th
oAvenue teemed with young adults as well
as older church members and neighbors,
dwho listened to live music and enjoyed
craft beer, sausages and barbecue from
ypopular local vendors.
s “I live in the Denver Tech Center [area]
and came all the way here just for the
atmosphere,” said Adam Borunda, 30,
.who went with friends who lives near the
parish. “It’s great!”
Dominican Father Luke Barder, 32,
parochial
vicar of the church, played host
t
to the event wearing the traditional white
-robes of his order as well as a colorful baleloon hat and a necklace of pretzels.
“The purpose of Oktoberfest is to reach
gout to the Highlands neighborhood,” he
etold Denver Catholic. “St. Dominic’s has
been here 125 years and is an institution of the neighborhood. You come up
Speer Boulevard and it’s what you see—
it’s iconic. We want the neighbors to
get to know us, we want to get to know
them, and we want them to get to know
each other. That’s the purpose: to build
community.
“Hopefully, [people] come and they
find a spiritual home here.”
The parish population, which has

d

always reflected the changing demographics of the neighborhood, is experiencing
an increase of young adults as the area
has gentrified and drawn an influx of new
urban professionals.
“We’re an urban parish and a lot of
young people like urban settings and
they’re just coming,” Father Barder said.
“Most are renting around here. They like
the easy access to downtown and the culture and life, yet they’re not enclosed by
the downtown city feel.”
The Oktoberfest, he explained, was the
idea of a young adult parishioner. Now in
its third year, the latest event exceeded
last year’s record of 1,000 attendees.
Typical of the young adults the parish
finds itself serving are Elizabeth Frels, a
travel writer and convert to Catholicism,
and her husband of two years, Jason, a
geologist and cradle Catholic, both 29.
The Frelses are anchors of St. Dominic’s
growing young adult community, which
organized the Oktoberfest.
Three years ago, the Frelses moved to
Denver’s Highlands’ neighborhood.
Elizabeth fell away from the Methodist Church in her teens. She was drawn
to Catholicism by the Mass, and to St.
Dominic’s by its welcoming spirit and
depth of preaching and spiritual growth
opportunities.
“St. Dominic’s is the first place I felt
that sense of true community and true
loving your neighbor,” she said. “I knew
[it was the right place] by the friendliness and atmosphere and the intellectual
offerings. … I started RCIA immediately
and joined the church that spring.”
Since its first Mass on Oct. 6, 1889—just
two years after the Denver archdiocese
was established—the parish has been
home to immigrants: first the Irish, then
Italians, and in the 1970s-‘90s, Hispanics,
who since the area’s redevelopment have
moved out in large numbers.
“Many of them continue to come back
from Thornton and Northglenn,” Father
Barder said. “They’ve found a home here.”
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2015-2016 Archbishop’s Lecture Series

Truth

and the
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What the witness of the saints teaches us about making Truth plausible in a skeptical age

Around the Archdiocese

TV personality, mom to talk
school choice in Denver
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic
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The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the needs
of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable options
is at the heart of what we do.

s a TV pundit, author and spokesperson, Rachel Campos-Duffy is a
leading advocate for school choice
and empowers minority, low-income
families to provide their children with a
bright future.
“Minority and low-income parents
are just as capable as wealthy parents of
identifying schools that are providing a
first-class education,” said Campos-Duffy,
who lives with her husband and seven
children in Wisconsin. “We need to start
empowering families with the choice of a
Catholic education, with the opportunity
to excel in their studies and become the
next leaders of our nation.”
Campos-Duffy, a Catholic Latina
whose grandparents emigrated from
Mexico, supports school choice and the
Denver-based nonprofit Seeds of Hope,
which makes families’ dreams of a Catholic education a reality through tuition
assistance, scholarships and grants. She
will deliver the keynote address at the
Evening of Hope gala Nov. 21 about her
own family’s sacrifices and the fundamental right to a quality education.
“It’s been proven time and time again—
it’s not a family’s income that blocks a
quality education,” she said. “Private
schools are shown to be particularly
effective in Hispanic communities where
students gained five extra weeks in math
and three extra weeks in reading compared to students in traditional public
schools, according to a recent study.
These results confirm it’s not the kids—
it’s the school.”
On average, nearly 68 percent of students attending the 10 Catholic schools
supported by Seeds of Hope identify as
Hispanic. Executive director Natalie

Rachel Campos-Duffy will be
speaking at the Evening of Hope
Gala. PHOTO BY GAGE SKIDMORE

Mesko said Seeds of Hope is honored
to host Campos-Duffy to urge support
for Hispanic families, a quickly growing
community in Colorado that should have
access to a Catholic education.
“The subject of parental school
choice, particularly for our hardworking
minority families, is increasingly in need
of attention on the regional scale,” Mesko
said. “Though school choice has been
around for 20-plus years, we are hoping
to empower more Colorado families to
provide the best education they choose
for their children, and for many of them,
Catholic schools are the answer. Rachel
represents this message from a national
level and applauds Seeds of Hope’s efforts
to give opportunities to our Hispanic
families seeking a Catholic education.”
Seeds of Hope will host the Evening of
Hope gala starting 5:30 p.m. at the Brown
Palace Hotel, 321 17th St., in downtown
Denver.

i

EVENING OF HOPE

Nov. 21, 5:30 p.m.
Brown Palace Hotel, 321 17th St.,
Denver.
Contact natalie.mesko@tcfalliance.org

With more than a 90 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley and Lloyd
Swint have assisted families with care and compassion.
Today, their experience, combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels,
is virtually unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

SCOUT RELIGIOUS RETREAT
Profiling the life of Saint Junipero Serra
November 21, 2015 ● Regis University ● 8am - 3pm
Sponsored by the Denver Catholic Committee on Scouting
See wwwarchden-dccs.org “Annual Retreat" for registration and program details
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Catholic identity a priority
for school visitation

MACHEBEUF

Bishop Machebeuf High School
an academic community of faith

BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

D

o our Catholic schools form students to be authentic followers of
Christ?
That is the question being posed by a
team of visitors to the six Catholic high
schools in the Archdiocese of Denver this
month as part of a visitation asked for by
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila.
The archbishop announced the visits
to evaluate the Catholic identity of the
secondary schools earlier this month at a
two-day symposium to address the future
ddirection of Catholic schools in northern
Colorado.
g Kevin Kijewski, the superintendent of
eArchdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools
since July 1, answers some questions
labout the visitation below.
g
dQ: Why conduct the visitation now?
Kijewski: At our school symposium
held in early October, Archbishop
Aquila made the point that Catholic
oschools should be the greatest possible
support for parents in transmitting the
Catholic faith to our youth. What makes
our schools valuable and unique is that
lthey help our children to have authentic
sencounters with Jesus Christ.
c To that end, he charged the Office
of Catholic Schools with assessing the
Catholic faith in our high schools and
nhelping them strengthen their ability to
transmit the faith.
Q: Which high schools will be
evaluated?
Kijewski: Our two archdiocesan high
schools, Bishop Machebeuf and Holy
Family, will be evaluated. Also, our four
independent high schools will be evaluated—Regis Jesuit, Mullen, Arrupe
Jesuit, and St. Mary’s Academy. We
expect each school to be individually
excellent in promoting the Catholic faith.
Q: Who will be conducting the
visitations?
Kijewski: Our office has worked with the
Augustine Institute to formulate a methodology and protocol to carry out the
evaluation. The Augustine Institute and
our office also formulated a team made
up of people that have a variety of relevant and practical experience to conduct
the evaluations: theology professors,
superintendents, former Catholic high
school principals and priests.
Q: How will the Catholic faith be
evaluated in the high schools?

Bishop Machebeuf is awarding
up to ten full tuition scholarships
to high performing students
for the 2016-2017 school year!
DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

Kijewski: The visiting team will use the
methodology developed by Archbishop
J. Michael Miller, former Secretary for
the Vatican’s Congregation for Catholic
Education. He published a brief document titled “The Holy See’s Teaching
on Catholic Schools.” In his work, Archbishop Miller asserted that there are
five essential marks that make a school
Catholic, and so the team will be examining if those are visibly present in all
six of our Catholic high schools.
1. Inspired by a supernatural vision:
Schools are about preparing students
for Heaven.
2. Founded on a Christian anthropology: Specifically, our schools work
toward “perfection of children as
images of God.”
3. Animated by communion and community: Schools should promote an
environment that “safe-guards the
priority of the person” in the Catholic
intellectual tradition.
4. Imbued with the Catholic worldview across the curriculum: Schools
should “transform the way we see
reality” and help students approach
problems of the secular world in conformity to the Church’s Magisterium.
5. A place where committed Catholics
teach: Catholic teachers must be
“witnesses for Christ” and serve as
role models for the children they are
helping to form in the faith.
Q: When will the high schools be
evaluated? Also, what will be the
outcome of the evaluation?
Kijewski: All high schools in the archdiocese will be evaluated by the visiting
team between October and December.
After the visits, the team will formulate
reports regarding the strengths and
opportunities for growth in Catholic faith
formation for each school. Our office will
review and share the findings with the
archbishop.

Students must sign up for the High School Placement by November 2.
Testing will be held on November 11 & 12 at 4pm.

458 Uinta Way ∙ Denver, CO 80230
www.machebeuf.org ∙ (303) 344-0082 x117
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40 Days for Life
energized by new life
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

F

orty Days for Life is nearing its end,
but that doesn’t mean advocacy for
life has to.
That’s what Morgan Rosand, program
coordinator to the respect life office at
Catholic Charities, hopes for. The pro-life
campaign recently reached its mid-way
point and celebrated the occasion by
holding a candlelight vigil at Lighthouse
Women’s Center across the street from
Planned Parenthood in Stapleton.
The campaign has been a truly concerted effort by the archdiocese this
year, Rosand said. Twenty seven different parishes and organizations will have
sponsored 12-hour prayer days by the
end of the campaign on Nov. 1, and 50%
of those are parishes and organizations
that are participating for the first time.
“It’s been really neat to see new life

being involved in it,” Rosand said.
By the end of it, they’ll have also celebrated a total of 23 Masses in the lot across
from Planned Parenthood, a new record
for them, Rosand said. Additionally, in
an effort to
engage the
[We are]
Hispanic
people who
community
more, eight
believe that prayer
actually does change of those
Masses have
things and convert
been said
minds and hearts.”
entirely in
MORGAN ROSAND Spanish or
in English
and Spanish, she said.
Rosand said it can sometimes be disheartening for people when they don’t see
the immediate effects of the campaign,
but as “people who believe that prayer
actually does change things and convert
minds and hearts,” she was delighted
to share that in the first 20 days of the

“

MACHEBEUF

campaign, there had been two known
redirections from Planned Parenthood,
and there could have been more, she said.
“That’s two that we know of, [but] you
never know where the other graces and
prayers could apply,” Rosand said.
For the second half of 40 Days for Life,
Rosand’s hope is to keep the parishes and
parish leaders energized and motivated,
she said. She also hopes that parishes uses
the 40 Days campaign to get excited and
mobilized to come together in the biggest
way: the March For Life in January.
“This is kind of the warm-up to the rest
of the year,” Rosand said.
40 Days for Life still needs volunteers
to cover prayer hours at Planned Parenthood for the remaining days of the
campaign. Go to 40daysforlife.com/
local-campaigns/denver/ to sign up.

i

PRAYER HOURS NEEDED

Sun., Nov. 1:

7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Real Choices, Catholic Charitie
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42
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Participants in the 40 Days for Life hold a can
Parenthood in Stapleton. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DEN

J

enny Lagness wasn’t sure why she
was hired to work at a crisis pregnancy center after half a lifetime
of marketing experience. Then, as she
moved deeper into the pro-life world, she
realized her experience was exactly what
the movement needed.
Specifically, she realized that crisis
pregnancy centers needed common
branding if they were ever going to compete against Planned Parenthood.
“It just puzzled me that everyone was
working so independently. It was ineffective. How can women find you when you’re
competing against a company that does
something very different?” Langness said.
According to Langness and Catholic
Charities, there are around 3,000 crisis
pregnancy centers across the country.
Planned Parenthood’s website claims
only 700 locations nationwide. Even in
Colorado, there are only four Planned
Parenthoods to 59 crisis pregnancy
centers, over 30 of which are in the
Archdiocese of Denver. However, most
crisis pregnancy centers operate separately from one another, making them
less recognizable to women. In addition,
Planned Parenthood has medical standards for its clinics. There are no official

standards or policies uniting crisis pregnancy centers, other than what the law
requires.
“There are only so many Planned Parenthoods across Colorado, but everyone
knows who they are and where they are.
The see pink and ‘Care. No matter what’
and they know who that is. Why can’t we
do that?” Langness asked.
Langness operates Real Choices, a
crisis pregnancy center in Boulder. She
contacted Catholic Charities to see if they
would endorse her center, and possibly
join her in branding.
“Apparently Catholic Charities had
been having the same thought I had,”
Langness said. They enthusiastically
agreed to bring Real Choices under the
Catholic Charities umbrella.
Larry Smith is the CEO of Catholic
Charities in the Archdiocese of Denver.
He said that if crisis pregnancy centers
are going to reach more women, they
need to have common branding.
“If we’re going to compete with the likes
of Planned Parenthood, we have got to
standardize this name,” Smith said. “One
of the struggles that we face is that young
women don’t know where to get services. When they investigate through the
Internet or their phone, they will search
for a name. The name that pops up most
frequently is Planned Parenthood...We
need a standard name that is identifiable
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4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
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Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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es join forces
and understandable for them by [the
women] and their partners. It’s in having
that standardized approach as one of our
components that will allow us to break
the stranglehold Planned Parenthood has
on our young people,” Smith said.
Both Langness and Smith said that
bringing the Real Choices clinics under
the Catholic Charities umbrella is the
first step in making crisis pregnancy centers visible to the young women Planned
Parenthood would target for abortions.
“Planned Parenthood is considered to
be the No. 1 center for healthcare in the
marketplace. There’s no No. 2. There’s a
void. We would like to become No. 2, and
then eventually become who women
come to,” Langness said.
Standardizing the centers’ names is
also a crucial first step in creating a network of centers with a common standard
of care. For example, Smith noted that
some crisis pregnancy centers in Northern Colorado provide contraception.
Langness said that having consistent
standards for centers could make it easier
to refer women to them.
“Local churches don’t necessarily want
to invest in a model if they don’t know
what values it has, but when it’s branded,
the local churches know that they can
support them,” Langness said.
For example, a pastor might be hesitant to refer women to the center down

the street until he’s had a chance to
investigate it. Unfortunately, it would be
prohibitive for every pastor to investigate
every center.
However, Catholic Charities is a name
that people can trust, and know that
women will be able to receive care for the
child’s entire life.
“We can provide a young woman service from before birth all the way to
education for their toddlers. We can
provide the mother with food, clothing, referrals, and formula. We offer
daycare starting at three months. This
allows the mothers to go back and get a
GED, go to college, or get a job. We can
sustain [the children] through the age
of five just through Catholic Charities,
and then you have the grade schools
and everything else after that. Planned
Parenthood doesn’t offer this kind of
community,” Smith said.
Langness and Smith both hope Colorado can be successful in uniting its crisis
pregnancy centers, due to the state’s high
abortion rate. Smith said that Boulder
houses “two of the biggest abortion providers in the country. When you add in
[Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains], we are talking about a perfect
storm of abortion within about 20 miles
of each other,” he said. “We talk about justice and mercy, but there’s nowhere that
needs it more than our own back yard.”
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Marriage nullity process: What’s changed, what’s the same
WHAT HAS NOT CHANGED

BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

T

he Holy See released two legislative documents last month in
which Pope Francis made significant changes to the marriage nullity
(annulment) process.
The two motu proprio, Mitis Iudex
Dominus Iesus (The Lord Jesus, a meek
judge) and Mitis et misericors Iesus (Jesus,
meek and merciful), signed by the Pope on
Aug. 15, address the judicial procedures
for marriage nullity cases in the Latin and
Eastern Catholic Churches, respectively.
Stephen Garabitelli, a Judge for the
Metropolitain Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Denver, has summarized below
for Denver Catholic what has changed,
what hasn’t changed, and what has been
underlined or emphasized.
The new procedures are to be implemented by Dec. 8, 2015.

i

FOR MORE INFORMATION

archden.org/tribunal
tribunal.office@archden.org

The indissolubility of marriage: A consummated, sacramental marriage cannot
be dissolved by any power on earth. All
marriages, even non-sacramental marriages are intrinsically indissoluble,
which means that the parties themselves
cannot dissolve the marriage.
Marriage enjoys the favor of the law:
Marriages are presumed to be valid until
the contrary is proven. The burden of
proof falls to the Petitioner, as before.
Judicial process: A declaration of
nullity can be granted only after an investigation and formal procedures leading
to a sentence founded on evidence and
truth. The bishop and his judges cannot
issue declarations of nullity administratively or as a favor, like a dispensation.
The ordinary contentious (formal)
process is normative: The existing
formal process remains the primary
way to investigate and declare whether
a marriage was invalid. Only under certain circumstances may the documentary
process or the new abbreviated process
be employed.
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Collegiate tribunals are normative: Marriage cases are reserved to
three-judge panels, and, only when a
three-judge panel cannot be formed,
may a single clerical judge decide marriage cases.
Evidence: All the usual forms of proof
may be sought in marriage nullity cases:
documents, witnesses, depositions of the
parties, experts, etc.
Experts: Cases which pertain to defects
of consent rooted in mental illness or
psychological causes (i.e., c. 1095) require
the use of an expert, unless it is evidently
useless (e.g., there is already extensive
medical/psychological documentation )
Moral Certainty: To declare the nullity
of marriage, moral certainty is required,
that is, the exclusion of all reasonable,
positive doubt. In a case of doubt, the
validity of marriage is upheld. Sentences
are issued in conscience and in obedience
to the truth pertaining to the question
of whether nullity is proven on specific
grounds. Judgments cannot be reached
on any other basis but the facts presented.
Grounds of Nullity: No new grounds of
nullity have been created, nor have any
existing ones been removed from the law
of the Church.
Second Instance: Appeal to a higher
tribunal in order to hear a case a second
time, that is, in second instance, remains
possible, even to the Roman Rota. Denver
remains the Court of Second Instance for
cases appealed from Pueblo, Colorado
Springs, and Cheyenne.
Tribunal Officials: No new tribunal
offices have been created, nor have any
existing ones been removed.
Cost: The marriage nullity process still
constitutes a considerable expense to
dioceses given the staffing needs and the
nature of a judicial process. The Holy
Father acknowledged that these expenses
should be considered in striving to make
the process free of charge for the parties
involved.

WHAT HAS CHANGED

Competence: The titles of competence
( jurisdiction) have been simplified. The
consent of the Respondent’s judicial vicar
is no longer necessary, and the Tribunal
can accept cases based on the residence
of the Petitioner even if the Respondent
lives outside the United States.
Composition of tribunals: A majority
of lay persons now can serve on a collegiate tribunal.
The abbreviated process: In addition
to the formal and documentary processes,
an abbreviated process is now available. To
employ the abbreviated process, both parties must consent, and the Judicial Vicar
must determine that the nullity is provable
without a full investigation. Ultimately, the
Archbishop decides if nullity is proven.
Only one sentence needed: To take
effect, affirmative nullity decisions no
longer must be reviewed automatically
by a higher, appellate court. The parties
and the Defender of the Bond, however,
can appeal a decision.
STRONGER EMPHASES

Active role of the bishop as judge:
Although the diocesan bishop, previously, was considered the first judge of
his diocese, the Holy Father emphasized
the importance of the diocesan bishop’s
active and personal participation in the
new abbreviated process.
Weight of the parties’ testimony: The
1983 Code of Canon law already allowed,
under certain circumstances, for the petitioner’s or the respondent’s testimony to
constitute full proof of nullity, but the
new canons of the Code of Canon Law
express that principle more directly.
The parish investigation: The Holy
Father explained the importance of the
parish’s role in assisting petitioners
before they present petitions for nullity,
especially in gathering the information
and potential evidence.

Throughout History...people have been called to serve God’s people.
CAPUCHIN FRANCISCANS SISTERS OF MERCY
- PROVINCE OF
- WEST MIDWEST
ST. CONRAD (O.F.M.)
COMMUNITY (R.S.M.)
Contact: Fr. Joseph Mary Elder,
O.F.M.
Vocations Office
3613 Wyandot St.
Denver, CO 80211

Contact: Sister Maria Campos,
R.S.M.
2300 Adeline Drive,
Burlingame, CA 94010

(720) 425-7821

www.sistersofmercy.org
www.facebook.com/mercysisters

(650) 340-7438

FRIAR SERVANTS OF
MARY (O.S.M.)

Our Charism: Compassion
in imitation of Mary.
Contact: Rev. Hugh M. Guentner,
O.S.M.
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
3549 Navajo Street,
Denver, CO 80211

(303) 455-0447

DISCALCED CARMELITES DOMINICAN FATHERS &
(O.C.D.)
BROTHERS (O.P.)
Prioress: Mother Mary of Jesus,
O.C.D.
6138 S. Gallup St.,
Littleton, CO 80120

(303) 798-4176

Contact: Fr. Andy McAlpin O.P.,
Vocations Director

(312) 243-0011

Andymacop@gmail.com
Or contact: Fr. Robert Keller O.P.

(303) 477-4219
re2lk@hotmail.com

You can join today’s Catholic men and women leading the Church! Answer God’s call with a vocation in church ministry.
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RESPECT LIFE RESOURCES
HEALTHCARE &
HOME HEALTHCARE

Divine Mercy Supportive Care
Catholic Hospice
303-357-2540
markskender@dmsci.org
DMSCi.org
Divine Mercy Supportive Care is Denver’s only Catholic
Hospice and Care Management Organization leading
the movement to honor natural death with dignity
and spearheading the war against “Physician Assisted
Suicide”. Continuing a tradition of care established more
than 2,000 years ago, Divine Mercy Supportive Care
abides by the teachings of the Catholic Church in caring
for individuals and their families as they face life-limiting
illnesses. Whether the need is for medical services,
guidance on ethical decisions and faith or simply finding
an open door where others were closed, Divine Mercy is
here to help.

PHYSICIANS

Bella Natural Women’s Care
303-789-4968
180 E. Hampden Ave., Ste. 100
Englewood, CO 80123
www.BellaNWC.org
Bella Natural Women’s Care is a comprehensive Women’s
Medical Practice specializing in obstetrics, gynecology,
infertility and contributing health issues. Bella provides
care for the reproductive lifespan of a woman –
• adolescent care
• natural family planning
• fertility and infertility
• full obstetrical care
• well woman care
• problem gynecological care
• menopause
Our mission is to embrace the dignity of women by
promoting healing and wellness through a natural and
scientific approach with sincere compassion for life in
adherence to the teachings of the Catholic Church. We
are a non-profit 501(c)(3) under the group ruling of the
USCCB for the Archdiocese of Denver, and an apostolate
of the Christian Life Movement. We accept many insurance
plans, health co-ops and Medicaid and have a charitable
program for those who qualify for financial assistance.

Dominican Home Health Agency
303-322-1413
2501 Gaylord Street
Denver 80205
www.DominicanHHA.org
Since 1923, the mission of Dominican Home Health
Agency, Inc. has been to provide quality nursing care
and related services to the sick in their homes. We give
priority to the poor, foster the integrity of family life and
assist the elderly and chronically ill to stay at home. We
provide these services without regard to the origin, creed
or other status of the individual. We will protect the life
of all people.
• In-Home Nursing Care
• Wellness Clinics
• Durable Medical Equipment
At no cost to the patient.

NATURAL FERTILITY
EDUCATORS

Couple to Couple League
303-960-9745
coloradohamills@gmail.com
www.ccli.org
The Couple to Couple League helps couples learn a
beautiful way to live out the Church’s teaching on
sexuality that is safe, healthy, holy and effective! In
addition to our extensive schedule of in-person classes
around the Archdiocese, we now offer a new SelfPaced Online Class. Please visit our website for more
information.

PREGNANCY, WOMEN’S CARE,
AND FAMILY SUPPORT

Alternatives Pregnancy Center
Six Offices & Mobile Testing Clinic Serving
the Denver-Metro Area
24-Hour Helpline: 303-295-2288
www.YouHaveAlternatives.org
Alternatives Pregnancy Center exists to care for Denverarea women and men in pregnancy-related crises and
offer them a meaningful alternative to abortion. Following
the example of Christian love, we seek to meet emotional,
physical and spiritual needs, enabling and encouraging
women and men to choose life every day. Alternatives
seeks to educate young people about sexual abstinence
before marriage and to help women find healing through
our post-abortion counseling services. All services are
offered free of charge including: pregnancy tests and
consultation, ultrasound services, life skills and success
development education for youth, counseling after
abortion services for women, testing and treatment for
sexually transmitted diseases, limited material assistance
and community referrals. Call our 24-Hour Helpline:
303.295.2288 or go to YouHaveAlternatives.org.
_____________________________________________________________

To raise awareness of pro-life ministries,
organizations and businesses in the archdiocese,
the Denver Catholic publishes this list of resources
whose work and core values respect the sanctity of
life from conception to natural death.

PREGNANCY, WOMEN’S CARE
AND FAMILY SUPPORT, cont’d

Gabriel Houses of the
Archdiocese of Denver
303-377-1577
www.gabrielhousedenver.org
• All Saints-Denver, 2559 S. Federal Blvd
• Aurora, 720-450-7606, 3101 E.
Mississippi Ave. • Boulder-Sacred Heart
of Mary, 303-449-0122, 6739 S. Boulder
Rd. • Centro San Juan Diego-Denver, 720450-0788, 2830 Lawrence St. • Denver,
303-377-1577, 1341 Oneida St. • Fort
Collins, 970-581-8803, 101 N. Howes St.
•Jefferson County-Lakewood, 720-4598783, 1980 Nelson St.• St. Francis de
Sales-Denver, 720-450-7529, 301 S. Grant
Gabriel House is a ministry of Catholic Charities that
reaches out to women and children in need. Women are
provided emotional, spiritual and material support. The
Gabriel House supplies diapers, toiletries, clothes and
food for children, newborn to age 3.

PREGNANCY, WOMEN’S CARE
AND FAMILY SUPPORT, cont’d

The Julia Greeley Home
Mailing address: 3613 Wyandot St.
Denver, CO 80211
juliagreeleyhome.org
juliagreeleyweb@gmail.com
720. 460.0860
The Julia Greeley Home gives formerly homeless women
the opportunity to develop life and job skills and receive
spiritual support in a peaceful, family-style home. Many
good women fall into homelessness due to financial
collapse, illness, family ruptures and emotional burdens.
Shelters for the woman alone are few; on the street
she faces special risks from sexual predators, violent
crime and sex trafficking. Unlike shelters, Julia’s has
no departure deadline, but our goal is to lift a woman‘s
dignity and restore self sufficiency as soon as possible.
Julia’s is open to all faiths, but Catholic Christian values
anchor our mission. We take no government money and
rely on your generosity for support.

Lighthouse Women’s Center
303-320-8352
3894 Olive St., Denver, CO 80207
www.lighthousedenver.org
Lighthouse is located in NE Denver across the street from
the second largest Planned Parenthood in the United
States. Lighthouse services include pregnancy testing,
counseling, ultrasound imaging and an extensive referral
network. Catholic teaching regarding human sexuality,
reproductive health and medical referrals is upheld.
Donations may be made by designated giving through
Catholic Charities ccdenver.org/donate. The 2016 Beacon
of Hope Gala for all Women’s Services will be held January
30 at Wings Over the Rockies.

Real Choices
303-494-3282
www.realchoicesboulder.org
• Lafayette, 303-665-2341, 1285 Centaur
Village Dr. • Boulder, 303-4943282, 1575
Folsom St, Unit 102 • CU Campus-Boulder,
303-492-8778, 1669 Euclid Ave., UMC 441
Real Choices has united with Lighthouse Women’s Center
of Catholic Charities. Real Choices offers free services
and education enabling clients to make real choices
concerning pregnancy, sexual health and healing from
past choices in a safe, non-judgmental environment.

Life Choices
www.lifechoices.org
303-450-6363
Multiple locations
Life Choices helps women and men who are facing
unplanned pregnancies, offers healing from after-abortion
stress, and educates about sexual life choices. The
pregnancy care center also offers limited obstetrical
ultrasound, and Chlamydia and Gonorrhea testing (call for
more information on centers offering testing).

Mary’s Maternity of
Motherhood Home
303-421-6092
7151 W. 52nd Ave., Arvada, CO 80002
1998mmom@gmail.com
Providing homes that are inns of prayer, peace and
charity. Our mission is loving availability in two individual,
established homes – one for mothers and their pre-born
and born children, and one for single homeless women.
This includes providing for their needs for shelter, food,
clothing, life-skills training, counseling, educational
opportunities and spiritual direction in a Catholic
Christian environment, regardless of age, race or religious
affiliation, thus preparing these women to be responsible,
God-loving members of society.

Shannon’s Hope
Intake, or to volunteer or schedule a tour:
Contact Leslie: 303-480-5433 (office) or
303.912.1111 (direct)
info@shannonshope.org
www.shannonshope.org
Shannon’s Hope has provided pregnancy services and
supports to women and children for 34 years in a
beautiful and welcoming residential family Safe House
setting, located in Central Arvada. Many come to us
homeless and have suffered the excruciating damage
of addictions, abuse and loss. We accept women where
they are, help them identify short and long-term goals,
create an individual 4-step program with classes, mentor
a healthy life-style to gain esteem, self sufficiency and a
hope for the future, with and through the love of Christ
at the center.
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Voices

Blessed Marcel Callo: The nerd’s
alternative to Pier Giorgio
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

B

lessed Marcel Callo just needs to be more
famous. His story is equal parts Pier Giorgio,
Maximilian Kolbe, Romeo Montague, and
something that is uniquely his own. Here is his life
in blog form:
THAT KID AT YOUTH GROUP

Marcel was the second of nine children. His
family was French and poor, but happy, and raised
him in the faith. He started working when he was
13, which is when we get one of my favorite insights
into him: He was kind of an obnoxious Christian.
His coworkers would make jokes about women,
so Marcel refused to have anything to do with them.
He also refused to date, saying, “I am not one to
amuse myself with the heart of a lady, since my love
is pure and noble,” among other things that kind of
make me want to take his lunch money. Most of his
(very few) biographers try to pass this off as piety,
but I think he was just your typical overzealous
young Catholic. He even spent all of his time with
his equivalent of a youth group, the Jeunesse Ouvriere Chretienne (JOC), or Young Christian Workers.
The JOC is where Marcel learned to stop being
so obnoxious. They stressed the importance of
community and intellectual formation, as well as
a robust prayer life. Marcel played sports through
them, and began to spend 15 minutes a day in
quiet prayer and went to Confession every other
week. He still wasn’t perfected, as he was known
for losing his temper with people who questioned
Church teaching. And yet, as he became a leader
within the JOC, he started to lighten up.
A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT

The JOC was also where Marcel met the love of
his life, Marguerite Derniaux. They were engaged,
but World War II and his subsequent martyrdom
prevented them from ever getting married.
His town, Rennes, was bombed on March 8,
1943. Marcel and his JOC friends volunteered to
recover bodies and help the injured. Marcel was
sifting through the debris of an office building
when he recognized his little sister’s leg and shoe
sticking out from a pile of debris. He had to break
the news to his family.
A few weeks later, Marcel learned that he was
being sent to a forced labor camp in Germany. He
told his family that he was going as a missionary,
because there was an urgent apostolate waiting for
him in the barracks.
JESUS IN THE BARRACKS

Unfortunately, the reality of forced labor was
harder than he had anticipated, but this last round
of suffering was what made him a saint. He was
sent to a town without a single Catholic Church
and forced to help make rockets that were used
against his countrymen. He went three months
without his family, his fiancee, or the Eucharist,
all the while living on starvation rations and recreating the weapons that had killed his own sister.
In other words, legalistic lip-service Christianity

wasn’t going to work. He developed infected teeth,
boils, and headaches from the deplorable conditions. He sunk into a deep depression.
And then, just when everything seemed hopeless, he encountered Christ. Marcel discovered that
Sunday Mass was offered in an obscure room of the
barracks, and was able to receive the Eucharist. He
wrote to Marguerite, “Finally Christ reacted. He
made me to understand that the depression was
not good. I had to keep busy with my friends and
then joy and relief would come back to me.”
MARCEL THE MISSIONARY

And that’s exactly what he did. He rededicated
himself to the prayer life he and Marguerite had
established before the war. He also began to organize JOC-inspired activities for his friends in the
barracks. They would play sports and cards, perform
plays, and pray together. In short, he stopped looking at his awful life and instead focused on choosing
to love his God and his community. His hope and joy
came back and spread to his fellow prisoners.
The S.S. also noticed the change in Marcel. They
arrested him on April 19, 1944. While the officers
search through his belongings, his friends asked
for a reason for his arrest. One of the officers
replied, “Monsieur est trop Catholique” (translation: He is too Catholic).
MARTYRDOM

Marcel was sent to the concentration camp at
Mathausen. The conditions were even worse than
in the forced labor camp, but Marcel knew how to
keep his joy. He continued to pray and encourage his
fellow prisoners. One of those prisoner had smuggled in a box of consecrated hosts and was able to
give him his final Eucharist, also known as Viatacum.
His joy and hope were present to the end. The
latrines at Mathausen were designed so that
weaker prisoners would fall into them. Marcel
nearly drowned in one, but was pulled out by a
Colonel Thibideux. Marcel was too weak to even
speak at this point. However, the colonel remembered that even covered in human waste and
dying, “there was a holiness in [Marcel’s] eyes. I
had never before seen anyone look that way!”
BEATIFICATION

Marcel died on the feast of St. Joseph, March 19,
1945. It was exactly two years after he left France. The
last time he had seen Marguerite was at the train station, when she told him he was going to be a martyr.
He told her that he would never be good enough for
that. St. John Paul II disagreed, and declared him a
martyr for the faith on October 4, 1987. The pope said
that like Christ, Marcel “loved until the end, and his
entire life became the Eucharist.
“Received into the everlasting joy of God, [Marcel]
testifies that the Christian faith cannot separate Heaven from Earth. Heaven is prepared on
Earth through justice and love,” the pope said.
“Nourished by prayer, the sacraments, and
apostolic action....he built the Church with his
brothers, the young Christian workers. It is in the
Church that we become Christian, and it is with
the Church that we build a new humanity.”***
***My translation; not official
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Bulletin Board
6 “Come and See”
Retreat

NOVEMBER

1 40 Days for Life
Closing Ceremony

3:30 p.m. on Friday, 11/6
to 2:30 p.m. on Sunday,
11/8, 4040 Pierce St.,
Wheat Ridge, free. The
Carmelite Sisters are
hosting a retreat for
single women between
the ages of 18-35 who
would like to discern if
God may be calling them
to religious life. Contact
Sister Celine, OCD at
(303) 422-6419 or beautyofcarmel1@outlook.com
for more information.

5 p.m. – 7 p.m., St. Vincent de Paul Parish,
2375 E. Arizona Ave.,
Denver, free. Celebrate
the end of 40 Days for
Life. Recap and speakers, plus refreshments.
Call 720-883-6236
or email 40days@
ccdenver.com for more
details.

2 All Souls Day
Breakfast

7 Walking with the
Saints

6:30 a.m. Mass, 7:15
a.m. – 9 a.m. breakfast, St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish, 8035
S. Quebec St. Centennial, $35. Divine Mercy
Supportive Care hosts
its first Annual All Souls
Day Breakfast. Reserve
your seat: markskender@dmsci.org or
303-908-2473.

After all the weekend
masses, St. Vincent de
Paul Parish, 2375 E. Arizona Ave., Denver, free.
A reliquary experience
featuring 45 firstclass relics of saints
throughout five periods
of church history. For
more details, contact
Mila Glodava at 303744-6119, ext. 205 or
mila@saintvincents.org.

ALL SAINTS

Archbishop’s
Lecture Series

“Rendering Absolute Truth Beautiful”
7 p.m., St. John Vianney Refectory, 1300 S.
NOV Steele St., Denver, RSVP. This edition of the
Archbishop’s Lecture Series features Dr. Jonathan
Reyes, executive director of the Department of
Justice, Peace and Human Development for the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. To
RSVP, visit archden.org/lecture.

8 Black and Native
American Mass

12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m.,
Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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Park Brewing Co., 1875
S. Pearl St., Denver, free.
Join Fr. Brian Larkin as
he gives a small talk and
hosts a Q&A session, all
the while socializing and
enjoying some delicious
brews. Go to lourdesdenver.org for more details.

3

F R E T A D E U C Y N A T

Z S T W J

len’s Irish Restaurant
& Pub, 1550 Court Pl.,
Denver, free. Lisa Cotter
discusses three mentalities that will help you to
cultivate and experience
a new depth and meaning in your relationships.
Go to archden.org/
dcya/theologyontap for
more details.

with a Priest
12 Pint
6:30 p.m., Platt

ACROSS

O F N H R O E

on Tap
9 Theology
7 p.m., Katie Mul-

FEATURED EVENT

T Y N

STATE OF GRACE
TRIUMPHANT
UNIVERSAL
UNKNOWN
WHITE

1	He lives in
a monastery
5	“My _ _ _ I
leave you”
10	Ship’s
small boat
14	Fe, on the
periodic
table
15	Capital of
Jordan
16	Lotion
17	Refrain
syllables
18	Boxes
19	Injure

13 Single Parent
Family Ministry

Denver.
Archbishop Aquila
will celebrate mass
honoring Black and
Native American saints.
303-715-3165 or mary.
leisring@archden.org or
for details.
1

2

3

4
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6

7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m., St.
John the Evangelist
Parish, 1730 W. 12th
St., Loveland, free.
Faith-based support
community for single
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24
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32
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27	NT epistle
28	Cain and
Abel
32	Plate for
holding
the host at
Mass

49
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39	Cartoon
company
40 Show
stoppers?
41	Gregorian
___

62	Join the
mosh pit

48	Vane reading

63	It may
follow
something

51	Parable of
the Lost
___

64	Covered
with water

54	Unpopular

65	 Inter _ _ _

56	House of
Lords title

DOWN

35	Sandra’s
“The Lake
House”
co-star

42	Confused
hand-tohand fight
43 Young bird

36	High-tech
address
ending

59	Decoy

45	OT prophetic
book

60	B elgrade
resident

1	Imperial
edict that
legalized
Christianity

37	Daniel was
in this animal’s den

46	Eucharistic
element

61	Russian
liquor

2	Deliver a
speech

57	Beaded
counters

10	Personal
name
of God
revealed
to Moses

41	Cut

11	To him, to
Pierre
12	Wearied

25	“_ _ _ us
peace”
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60

47	Hawaiian
acacia

39	Air
(comb.)

59

57

38	Rive
Gauche
river

9	Short
dashes

26	Solitary

56

25	Adhesive

reception, 7 p.m. dinner,
Brown Palace Hotel, 321
17th St., Denver, $250
early bird tickets until
Oct.31. Join Seeds of
Hope for their annual
gala. Contact Natalie
Mesko at 720-476-7470
or natalie.mesko@tcfalliance.org for more info.

55

22	Esau and
Jacob, for
example
23	Born

of Hope
21 Evening
5:30 p.m. cocktail

22	Ballerina
wear

47

53

St. John Vianney Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, free. RAD is a
gathering of high school
age men who are discerning the Catholic
priesthood. Questions:
303-282-3429 or mimi.
larsen@archden.org

21	Director
Arkin

45

44

Retreat
15 RAD
9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.,

13	Permits

42

20	Allures

24	Not ordained
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11

parents, meets second
Friday of each month.
Connect with other
parents, learn new skills
and deepen faith and
dependence on Christ.
Contact Teresa King
at (970) 593-8383 or
singleparentfamilyministry15@gmail.com.

28	“One in
_ _ _ with
the Father…”

3	Nick of
“Cape
Fear”

29	OT book
of teachings

4	Knot in
wood

30	City in
which Acts
ends

5	Catholic
apologist
and mathematician
6	Condition
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tomb on
Easter
morning
7	Second of
a Latin trio
8	Automobile

42	Jesus
prepared
this after
his Resurrection (Jn
21:12)
44	Apostle
number
45	King of
Judah who
was the
successor
of Amon
47	Thrills
48	Place of
the _ _ _
(Mt 27: 33)
49	Caravansary
50	Dropsy
51	Mobutu
_ _ _ Seko
52	Auditorium
53	Gaslight
and Good
Feeling
54	Type of art

31	Hook’s
hand

55	Casablanca role

32	Scheme

57	Glamorous
Gardner

33	_ _ _ de
camp
34	Throw
35	Catholic
cartoonist
of “Family
Circus”
38	Front part
of the leg

58	According
to Paul, at
the name
of Jesus
every knee
should do
this
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Shout Outs
Sisters of Life
A special thanks
to University of
Colorado Boulder
for being so welcoming to the Sisters of
Life. They visited
the campus on Fri.,
Oct. 16 and could be
seen playing frisbee,
walking around with
an “evangel-dog”, and
posing for selfies with
students and other
passersby. #sistersoflifeselfie may not be a
trending hashtag yet,
but you can bet it will
be soon.
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CONTRACTOR

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE WITH FR.
PIOTR MOZDYNIEWICKZ of St. Anne’s

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION

Shrine Parish! Few available spaces. 10 days:
Feb. 15-24, 2016. $2,900 + taxes. Flights from
Denver, breakfast & dinner, high quality
hotels, Mass w/Fr. Piotr in holy sites, prof.
guide, A/C bus. Visit Nazareth, Sea of Galilee
(w/beautiful boat ride) Tiberias, Bethlehem,
Jordan River, Jerusalem, more! Credit cards
accep. Call Gabriela, Unitours, 720-519-9846.

PRAYERS
THANK YOU
Thank you, St. Jude, for answering my
Novena and prayers. - G.D.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Archdiocesan Anniversary Mass
Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish in
Northglenn hosted the
archdiocesan anniversary
mass on Oct. 11 for couples who had or would be
celebrating their 25th,
50th or 50+ wedding

PILGRIMAGES & TRAVEL

Cure D’Ars Church

anniversaries. The mass
was celebrated by Father
Randy Dollins, and a
reception was held by
IHM afterwards. There
were about 150 couples in
attendance, each of whom
was given a gift blessed by
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Archbishop Aquila. The
longest married couple
there was Hugh and Elizabeth Lindsey, who were
celebrating their 72nd
anniversary together.
Thank you for your
beautiful wishes!

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
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7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de los Santos
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Jorge Rodriguez

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

A group of seven people
from Cure D’Ars Church
in Denver recently traveled to New Mexico with
Global Outreach Ministry
to do mission work on
a Navajo Reservation.
While there, they worked
on two separate homes
in different stages of
construction. Their tasks
included painting, installing wood flooring and
putting a new roof on one
of the houses, but another
project smacked them
in the face during their
safety meeting, Skeet
Johnson said.
They discovered that
one of the schools on the
reservation was planning
a trip to Denver in April
for their entire 8th grade
class of 76 kids to expose
them to different options
and plant dream seeds for
life beyond the reservation. They coordinated a
meeting with school officials before they left for
home to discuss possibility of Cure D’Ars helping
to facilitate facets of the
trip, such as securing
discounts to museums
or setting up a tour of CU
Denver. The Cure D’Ars
crew unanimously agreed
that God directed them to
this project.
“One crew member said
‘[God] works in mysterious
ways,’ in answering our
request for a project direction. Another responded
that it was more like He
was screaming in our ears,”
Johnson said.

ATTORNEY
LAWYER

40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION
30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basemeFamily business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

CAR DONATION

FENCING

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

Vehicle donation – tax deductible.
Fast & free pickup. Helps those in need.
Call us at 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

ELCAR FENCE - see ad, next page

CARPET & FLOOR
CLEANING

GUTTER CLEANING
WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

Carpet, Upholstery, Hardwood Floor and
Tile Cleaning. Discount with Ad!
www.donerightfloors.com
Call today - 303-956-8646

CONCRETE

Twin Pines Window Cleaning - Since 1994.
Residential Specialist in the Metro Area.
Insured, Reliable and Safe. Free Estimates.
Please call Bob at 303-329-8205

HANDYMAN
ALL-ROUND HANDYMAN

Driveways, patios and walks. Senior
discounts. Customer referrals available.
40 years experience. Call Estimator, Bob
Falco, today at 303-919-4145

Minor repairs, carpet/floor cleaning,
indoor cleaning, outdoor clean-up.
Minor electricity, plumbing. Member:
Our Lady of Nativity. No job too small.
Senior discounts. Free estimates. Dave,
720-404-9118.

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE

Driveways, patios, sidewalks, tree
trimming and removal. Senior discount.
Fast and friendly service. References.
Call today! 303-429-0380

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073
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HANDYMAN, cont’d

PAINTING

ROOFING, cont’d

HOME FOR SALE

HELP WANTED, cont’d

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned

$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

NEAR REGIS JESUIT H.S. & OUR
LADY OF LORETO ELEMENTARY!!

CONTROLLER WANTED - full time for

20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

RETIRED CONTRACTOR
Small jobs, electrical, plumbing, handyman work. Insured & bonded. Please call
Jay for free estimate at 720-841-8585.

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Fall furnace tune-up,
clean & safety check - $79 (regularly $125).
10% discount off service calls, equipment
purchase & duct cleaning. Members of St.
Joseph Catholic Church for 40 years. Family
owned and operated. Call 303-571-1171,
No. CO 970-482-7520. Visit our website
at www.heatexchangerexperts.com for
important information and latest news.

PLUMBING
DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

PLUMBING & SPRINKLERS - Free
instant quote! Disposals, faucets, water
pressure valves, drain cleaning, broken
pipes, water heaters, sump pumps, toilets.
720-298-0880, www.vertecservices.com

REMODELING

HOME HEALTH CARE

HONEST, EXPERT WORK
BEST PRICES - 303-249-8221

HOME HEALTH CARE

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

Experienced home health care and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment,
Mon-Fri. in southwest Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009.

HOUSE CLEANING
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY;
LET US DO THE WORK. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Please call 720-227-5564.

LANDSCAPING

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS
Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

HOME FOR RENT

SM SPRINKLER

BEAUTIFUL SINGLE FAMILY HOME

44 years in business. Notre Dame parishioner. Let us winterize your sprinkler systems
now and we’ll return in spring to check and
make necessary adjustments. 303-988-0432.

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Time to
schedule a winterization!! 18 yrs. in
business. Professional install and repairs.
Lifetime warranty. Fast, friendly service.
All work guaranteed. Call 303-523-5859.

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TREE SERVICE

HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS

ACCOUNTING MANAGER - for St. Mary
Parish, Littleton. Utilize your talent in
accounting to serve Christ and his church,
competitive salary. BA & 3 – 5 years exp or
equiv (supervisory exp a plus), practicing
Catholic, strong leadership/organizational
skills. For more info, visit www.stmarylittleton.org. Submit resume, cover letter, &
salary rqmts by Nov 3 to kathy.reuter@
stmarylittleton.org.

Bishop Machebeuf High School seeks a
part-time bus driver for athletic events.
Need CDL. Interested applicants go to
www.machebeuf.org for requirements.

CAREGIVERS

Fall tree pruning special, winter watering
& tree fertilization!! Comprehensive care
and maintenance. 23 years in business!
Free estimates. Call today: 303-456-6898

MILE HIGH TREE CARE, INC.
See ad, below

YARD WORK
Tree trimming & removal, mowing &
edging, trash removal, concrete work,
overall yard clean-up. Fast & friendly service. Senior discount. Call 303-429-0380.

yard clean-up & sprinkler blowout. BBB
Member. Free estimates, military & senior
discounts. 10% off w/ad! Call 720-877-3733

3 bdrm ranch, 1.5 baths, 2056 SF main level
+ full fin. bsmt. No pets/smoking. Near
Assumption Church. Yard care & security
system incl. $1,850/mo. Call 303-210-4419.

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR - We
are currently hiring P/T Dietary Aides
(Thur, Sat & Sun 4pm - 7:30pm & flexibility
for more hours, eves or days); and F/T and
P/T Dishwashers. Apply in person at 3629
W. 29th Ave., Denver or email resume to
fsdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org

BUS DRIVER, PART-TIME

GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
& CONCRETE SERVICES - Also general

Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Join Affordable
Home Care’s non-medical team of compassionate, dedicated caregivers making a
difference in the lives of the home bound.
If it’s in your heart to help, you are male
or female, and driving is not an issue, you
are the one! Learn new skills or use your
current skills and experience the satisfaction and fulfillment of one-on-one ratio
in-home care. Contact us at 303-988-1821

Risen Christ Catholic Parish has an immediate need for 2-3 part time Maintenance
Techs (15 to 25 hrs, various shifts). Light
repair, janitorial and handy man work.
Practicing Catholic. Please send resume to
Mike at mblupton@risenchristchurch.org.

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS)
We are now hiring for these full-time
positions: Director of Philanthropy, Sr.
Director of Philanthropy, Philanthropy
Officer –Campus Advancement, Network
Engineer, HelpDesk Tech, Windows
System Engineer, Exec. Administrative
Asst., Accounting Specialist, Donor
Relations Specialist, Gift Operations
Specialist, and Office Administrator. For
full job descriptions and to apply, please
visit our website: www.focus.org/jobs or
email your cover letter and resume to hr@
focus.org.

Classifieds

CEMETERY PROPERTY
FOR SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Excellent family plot: four side-by-side
lots with a beautiful mountain view; easy
walk to plots. Make offer! Call Chris 303936-9275; leave msg.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two lots in a beautiful older area: Sect. 32,
Block 2, Lot 6, Graves 9 & 10. Asking $3,100
ea. incl. transfer fee; will consider offers.
Call 720-323-5014

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Four plots
together in beautiful and desirable older
area. Sect. 31, Block 7, Lot 26, Graves 1, 2, 6,
7. Asking $11,200 including transfer fee. Call
479-531-8473 or email theff@cox.net.

ST. SIMEON CEMETERY
One lot in a lovely, peaceful area: Section
1, Block 4, Lot 9, Grave 7. Asking $2700,
transfer fee included. Please contact
Barbara at bgetter@ku.edu

CHAPEL HILL - Four plots located sideby-side in a beautiful location: Garden
of Apostles, Lot 509-D, Sect 2, Units 1-4.
$10,000 incl transfer fee. Call 303-850-9961
or email kmccdenver@yahoo.com.
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - A lovely view
of Mt. Evans, Sect. 60, Block 2, Lot 7, Grave
3. Casket plus 3 cremations allowed. $3500
incl transfer fee; will consider reasonable
offers. Call 909-481-4959 or 303-935-9266

OLINGER CROWN HILL - Four lots in
a prime location - Sects. 1, 2, 3 & 4 of Unit
A, Lot 7, Blk 3. Current value is $3500 ea.;
asking $2500 each, or best offer. Includes
transfer fee. Call 303-601-7738.

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...
CONTACT:

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

SPRINKLERS

M D K REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

An 8-minute walk along horse property
trail to Regis from this beautiful, sunny
2007 home with 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths, new
carpet, paint, & updated kitchen. Total
4980 sf incl. lg. unfin. bsmt. Immediate
occupancy! For further pricing info, contact
realtor Merritt Cohn at (303) 907-9600.

the Augustine Institute. Use your CPA and
10+ years of experience in finance, compliance, and human resource management
to advance the New Evangelization.
Competitive salary commensurate with
professional qualifications and experience. Competitive benefits including
medical insurance, life, disability and a
403(b) retirement plan matching program. Send résumé to: Darren.Walsh@
AugustineInstitute.org.

Service Directory |

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

69 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

A blessed loss

R

OME. During Synod-2015,
I’ve been reading John Martin
Robinson’s Cardinal Consalvi:
1757-1824, a biography of Pope Pius
VII’s secretary of
GEORGE state, one
WEIGEL of the most
impressive
churchmen
The Catholic Difference
of his day,
or indeed
George Weigel is a
distinguished senior fellow of
any day.
the Ethics and Public Policy
Ercole
Center in Washington, D.C.
Consalvi,
born into the Roman nobility as the
winds of Enlightenment-driven change
were about to transform Europe, was
educated for a career in law and administration, which in his case meant life as
an official of the Papal States: that broad
swath of central Italy that constituted
the pope’s “temporal power.” A favorite
of Pope Pius VI, Consalvi followed that
pope into exile when the forces of revolutionary France seized the Papal States
and Rome. Then, when Pius VI died
under house arrest, Consalvi organized
the conclave that, after three and a half

months, elected the Benedictine monk,
Barnaba Luigi Chiaramonti, as Pius
VII. It was an inspired choice, for the
integrity and open-mindedness of Pius
VII restored the prestige of the papacy,
while his quiet acceptance of suffering
when Napoleon turned against him confirmed the esteem in which he was held
and helped bring about the downfall of
the auto-crowned Emperor of France.
One of Pius VII’s wisest decisions
was to name Ercole Consalvi his secretary of state, creating this layman
a cardinal – Consalvi was ordained a
deacon at the time – and putting him in
charge of virtually the entire apparatus
of papal governance. Reading the story
of Consalvi as de facto prime minister
of the Papal States is a step back into a
long-vanished world with striking parallels to our own time.
Against the entrenched opposition of
those who had long profited from the
cronyism of economic life in the Papal
States, Consalvi worked hard to reform
and rationalize Vatican finance, and instituted a program of free trade in the Papal
States. It’s a story of hard work against
recalcitrant local interests that Cardinal

George Pell, Pope Francis’s deputy for the
reform of 21st-century Vatican finance,
might find eerily familiar.
Then there was Consalvi’s decadeslong effort to gain local churches and
the papacy as much breathing room as
possible, clear of the stifling embrace of
state power. State by state, concordat by
concordat, Consalvi worked to create
the legal conditions in which the Church
could be itself and govern itself, and in
which the pope could communicate
freely with his flock. It was no easy business then, any more than it is today, and
the parallels between the attempts by
various regimes, both reactionary and liberal, to get control of the Catholic Church
suggest that today’s battles for religious
freedom in full are not without their
19th-century precedents. (HHS Secretary
Sylvia Mathews Burwell may seem, at
first blush, a curious contemporary analogue to the Austrian foreign minister,
Prince Clemens von Metternich; but both
tried to use the Church for state purposes, and both had to be resisted.)
Cardinal Consalvi also reminds us
that the world owes the Roman pontiff an enormous debt of gratitude for

preserving so much of its classical
heritage. To take one striking example:
When Pius VII and Consalvi returned
to Rome from exile, only the top halves
of the arches of Septimus Severus and
Constantine were visible, the rest being
buried under centuries of rubble. It was
Consalvi who had these two great artifacts and much of the rest of the Roman
Forum excavated, as it was Consalvi
who built a new wing onto the Vatican
museums in order to display the art
recovered from French looters.
Yet for all that is admirable in the life
and work of Pius VII and Ercole Consalvi,
it strikes me that the Church and the
popes are well rid of the Papal States these
two remarkable men tried to preserve and
defend. The temporal power was a balland-chain for the papacy, impeding its
essentially spiritual character and work.
And it’s no accident that the dramatic
rise in the moral prestige of the papacy –
which gives popes a unique form of power
in international public life – was preceded
by the collapse of the pope’s role as autocrat of a C-league European power.
Loss, in this case, was manifest and
blessed gain.

Let’s remember John Paul II

S

o, a few years ago we had this Pope.
He was very popular. First Pope
to travel a lot. Huge crowds everywhere he went. He wrote extensively on
marriage,
family and
MARY
human sexBETH
uality. His
BONACCI
writings,
his examGuest Column
ple and his
holiness
Bonacci is a syndicated
columnist based in Denver and
changed
the author of We’re On a Mission
countfrom God and Real Love.
less lives,
including mine.
Perhaps you remember him? Handsome guy. Charming Polish accent. His
given name was Karol Wojtyla. Pope
name: John Paul II.
I ask only because it seems we as a
Church have come down with a sudden,
massive case of amnesia where our
beloved St. John Paul II is concerned.
Only last year, over seven million people
showed up to witness his canonization in
Rome. And yet, as our Church continues
to grapple with issues surrounding marriage, family and human sexuality, it’s as
if nobody has ever heard of the man.
Perhaps St. John Paul II’s best known
work is a series of talks collectively
known as the “Theology of the Body.”
It is essentially a theological exploration of God’s creation of man as male

and female, and how our human bodies
reflect our divine Creator. One of the
central themes is that there is a language — and inherent meaning — in
human sexual expression. Sex speaks
the language of permanent self-donation, the language of marriage. And the
marital love of husband and wife is a
reflection of the relationship between
Christ and His Church.
Certainly St. John Paul II didn’t
come up with these truths on his own.
The Church has taught them from the
beginning. To me, and to others whose
understanding of human sexuality has
been transformed, the beauty of the
Theology of the Body is that he lays out
in great detail how the Church’s sexual
morality all boils down to love. The
human person — each human person —
carries the incredible dignity of being
created in the image and likeness of
God. Love means always looking out for
what is best for that person — that image
and likeness of God. And taking sexual
expression out of the context for which
God designed it always does damage, in
some way, to the human person.
Of course, two paragraphs couldn’t
possibly do justice to five years of
catechesis. I’d encourage you to read
more. (You can start with his apostolic
exhortation Familiaris Consortio, written after a similar synod on the family
held in 1979.) But the point is that the

starting place for discussion is always
these cohesive, underlying truths — the
truths of the faith that has been handed
down to us from Christ.
And yet, in the discussions I’ve seen
leading up to, and coming out of, the
Synod on the Family, you would think
that we were starting from scratch. I
have seen no mention, even, of the
beauty of God’s plan, or the damage
wrought when we abandon it and take
matters into our own hands. What I
am seeing instead is a lot of talk about
“eliminating exclusionary languages”
and “embracing complex situations.”
There is discussion of practical situations that people and families find
themselves in, and practical ways to
deal with those situations. But I see
scant attention paid to the underlying
truths that should inform those decisions. The discussion of doctrine seems
to revolve primarily around “where is
the line between doctrine and discipline?” and “how far can we cut into the
doctrine without formally changing it?”
Pope Francis, God bless him, has repeatedly made it clear that doctrine cannot
be changed. But I don’t see anybody
delving into the content of that doctrine, and how it can inform the mercy
that everybody acknowledges needs to
be applied in abundance to people in
“irregular situations.”
And yet, the truths explained in the

Theology of the Body impact directly on
each “irregular situation” — divorce and
remarriage, homosexuality, polygamy,
etc — that the Synod is wrestling with.
It’s not just that they aren’t referring
back to St. John Paul II, which is a great
loss in itself, as the cohesiveness of his
presentation would do a lot to unite the
fragmented discussion I’m seeing. But
in my reading of the reports coming
out of the Synod, I am seeing far to
little acknowledgement of the Christ to
Whom John Paul II was leading us —
the One on Whom our Church is built.
The focus of many of the cardinals
seems to be on mercy. Which is, of
course, vitally important. I doubt that
there is a single person reading this who
does not know and love a Catholic in an
“irregular” situation revolving around
divorce and remarriage, cohabitation,
homosexuality or some other issue. We
love our loved ones, we see good in their
lives, and we want to see them reconciled with the Church. But while talk
about “open doors” and “welcoming”
is crucially important, it is incomplete
unless we are sharing with them the full
message of the love of Jesus Christ, and
reasons for the doctrines that we believe
flow directly from Him and His Spirit.
S.t John Paul II gave us a masterful
template for that. I wish somebody at
the Vatican would dig it out and start
using it again.
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The Mystery of male-female complementarity

J

ames Parker came out at age 17 and
later entered into a relationship
with another man. He worked as a
gay activist for a while, but his personal

FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.

experiences of intimacy and human sexuality eventually led him to grasp that
“same-sex marriage just doesn’t exist;
even if you want to say that it does.” He
concluded that trying to persuade those
with homosexual inclinations that they
can have marriage like heterosexual
couples is basically to “hoodwink” them:
“Deep down, there is no mystery between
two men, ultimately.“
This striking insight helps bring into
focus the authentic and remarkable
mystery we encounter in the joining of
husband and wife in marriage. That abiding mystery touches on their one flesh
union and reveals an inner fruitfulness,

enabling them to contribute together
something greater than either can do
alone, namely, the engendering of new
life in the marital embrace. Ultimately,
that life-giving mystery flows from their
radical male–female complementarity.
Pope John Paul II commented on this
“mystery of complementarity” when he
noted how “uniting with each other [in
the conjugal act] so closely as to become
‘one flesh,’ man and woman, rediscover,
so to speak, every time and in a special
way, the mystery of creation.”
The personal and bodily complementarity of man and woman, along with the
“duality of a mysterious mutual attraction,” reminds us, again in the words of
the Pope, how “femininity finds itself, in
a sense, in the presence of masculinity,
while masculinity is confirmed through
femininity.”
In recent times, nevertheless, the
importance of the bodily and spiritual
complementarity of man and woman has
come to be diminished and even negated
in the minds of many, largely due to the
diffusion of contraception. This way of
intentionally impeding our own procreativity has effectively diminished and even
undermined our ability to perceive the
inner order and interpersonal meaning of

our own sexuality. Pope John Paul II once
described the root truth about human
sexuality as that “characteristic of man —
male and female —which permits them,
when they become ‘one flesh,’ to submit at
the same time their whole humanity to the
blessing of fertility.”
The routine promotion of contraceptive
sexual relations across all strata of society
has effectively collapsed the mystery of
sexuality into the trivial pursuit of mutually-agreed-upon pleasurable sensations.
This depleted vision of our sexuality strips
out the beautiful mystery at its core and
diminishes our human dignity.
Human sexuality clearly touches deep
human chords, including the reality of
our solitude. In the depths of the human
heart is found a desire for completion
through the total spousal gift of oneself
to another, a gift that profoundly contributes to alleviating our primordial sense
of human solitude. Both Pope John Paul
II and Pope Francis have noted how the
deeper mystery of communion that we
seek through intimacy is connected to
this desire to overcome solitude. We are
ultimately intended for communion, so
our experiences of human solitude draw
us into relationship, and beckon us to an
encounter with the other.

Yet the union of friendship that
arises between two men, for example,
or between two women, while clearly
important in helping to overcome
solitude, can be predicated only on
non-genital forms of sharing if their
friendship is to be authentic, fruitful
and spiritually life-giving. Genital sexual
activity between members of the same
sex fails to communicate objectively
either the gift of life or the gift of self.
Such activity countermands authentic
intimacy by collapsing into a form of consensual bodily exploitation, contradicting
the very design and meaning of the body
in its nature as masculine or feminine. It
represents, in fact, the lifeless antithesis
of nuptial fruitfulness and faithfulness.
The beauty and meaning of every sexual
encounter in marriage, then, is rooted not
only in faithful and exclusive love, but also
in the radical complementarity of spouses
manifested in the abiding mystery of their
mutual procreativity. Pope Francis, speaking at the 2015 Synod of Bishops reiterated
this divine design over human sexuality
when he stressed: “This is God’s dream
for his beloved creation: to see it fulfilled
in the loving union between a man and a
woman, rejoicing in their shared journey,
fruitful in their mutual gift of self.”

“The Martian” and why each life matters

R

idley Scott’s The Martian is a splendidly told tale of survival and pluck,
reminiscent of the novel Robinson
Crusoe and the films Life of Pi and Castaway. In this
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after being
lost during a devastating storm. Through
sheer determination and an extraordinary
application of his scientific know-how,
Watney manages to survive. For example,
realizing that his food supplies would run
out long before a rescue mission could ever
reach him, he endeavors to produce water
and, through some creative fertilizing, grow
an impressive crop of potatoes. At another
critical juncture in the narrative, as his life
hangs in the balance, Watney says, “I’ll just
have to science the s*** out of this!”
In time, NASA officials, through a careful observation of surveillance photos,
realize that Watney is still alive and they
attempt to contact him. Some of the most

thrilling and emotionally moving scenes
in the film have to do with these initial
communications across tens of millions
of miles. Eventually, the crew who left
him behind discover that he is alive and
they contrive, with all of their strength
and intelligence, to get him back. The
film ends (spoiler alert!), with the now
somewhat grizzled Watney back on earth,
lecturing a class of prospective astronauts
on the indispensability of practical scientific intelligence: “You solve one problem
and then another and then another;
and if you solve enough of them, you get
to come home.” This summary speech
communicates what appears to be the
central theme of the movie: the beauty
and power of the technical knowledge the
sciences provide.
But I would like to explore another
theme that is implicit throughout the
film, namely, the inviolable dignity of the
individual human being. The circumstances are certainly unique and Watney
himself is undoubtedly an impressive
person, but it remains nevertheless
strange that people would move heaven
and earth, spend millions of dollars, and
in the case of the original crew, risk their
lives in order to rescue this one man. If a
clever, friendly, and exquisitely trained
dog had been left behind on Mars, everyone would have felt bad, but no one, I

think it’s fair to say, would have endeavored to go back for it. Now why is this
the case? Much hinges upon how one
answers that question.
The classical Christian tradition,
with its roots in the Bible, would argue
that there is a qualitative and not
merely quantitative difference between
human beings and other animals, that a
human being is decidedly not simply an
extremely clever ape. Unlike anything
else in the material creation, we have
been made, the Scriptures hold, according to God’s image and likeness, and this
imaging has been construed by most of
the masters of the theological tradition as
a function of our properly spiritual capacities of mind and will.
With The Martian in mind, let me focus
on the first of these. Like other animals,
humans can take in the material world
through sense experience, and they can
hold those images in memory. But unlike
any other animal, even the most intelligent, humans can engage in properly
abstract thinking. In other words, they
can think, not only about this or that
particular state of affairs, but about fundamental patterns—what the medieval
called “forms”—that make things what
they are. The sciences—both theoretical
and practical—depend upon and flow
from precisely this kind of cogitation.

But truly abstract thinking, which goes
beyond any particularity grounded in
matter, demonstrates that the principle of
such reflection is not reducible to matter,
that it has an immaterial or spiritual quality. And this implies that the mind or the
soul survives the dissolution of the body,
that it links us to the dimension of God.
Plato showed this in a simple but compelling manner. When the mind entertains
an abstract truth, say that 2 + 3 = 5, it has
in a very real way left behind the world
of shifting impressions and evanescent
memories; it has, to use his still haunting
metaphor, slipped free of the cave and
entered a realm of light. And this explains
why the very science so celebrated by The
Martian is also the solution to the moral
puzzle at the heart of the film. We will
go to the ends of the universe to save an
endangered person, precisely because
we realize, inchoately or otherwise, that
there is something uniquely precious
about him or her. We know in our bones
that in regard to a human being something eternal is at stake.
In the context of what Pope Francis has
called our “throwaway culture,” where
the individual human being is often
treated as a means to an end, or worse,
as an embarrassment or an annoyance
to be disposed of, this is a lesson worth
relearning.
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