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Pope Francis blesses 6 week old Luke Uebbing from the crowd with a kiss as he arrives at Independence Mall in Philadelphia, on
September 26, 2015. PHOTO BY SAMUEL CORUM/ANADOLU AGENCY/GETTY IMAGES

A POPE OF ENCOUNTER
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138
aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

P

ope Francis’ visit to the U.S. for
the World Meeting of Families
proved that his character is one
of not only unconditional love, but

also genuine encounter.
Archdiocese of Denver Chancellor David Uebbing experienced this
firsthand while he, his wife Jenny and

six-week-old son Luke Maximilian were
waiting anxiously amidst a crowd of
people in Philadelphia to catch
a glimpse of the Holy Father
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Gifts of gratitude and hope

H

e came to America and encountered us in the streets, schools
and historic places where we
gathered. Pope Francis’ first visit to the
United States and the World Meeting of
Families has renewed our hope and filled
many with gratitude for the beauty of
family life.
At his final Mass on the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway in Philadelphia, Pope
Francis declared, “Anyone who wants
to bring into this world a family which
teaches children to be excited by every
gesture aimed at overcoming evil–a
family which shows that the Spirit is
alive and at work–will encounter gratitude and our appreciation.”
The Holy Father made this invitation
to generosity in the context of urging
people to renew their trust in God’s
Word, which “invites all those who want
to share the prophecy of the covenant
of man and woman.” And that covenant
of marriage, he emphasized, “generates
life and reveals God! Which helps us
participate in the prophecy of peace, of
tenderness, of family love.”
This World Meeting of Families made
history by having over 18,000 attendees–the most since the gathering was
started by Pope St. John Paul II in 1994.
It was truly beautiful, and gave me hope
to see how many families present in
Philadelphia had already responded to
God’s invitation to live with generous
hearts.
But even more than the numbers,
I was struck by the beauty of the
selfless, sacrificial love I saw. In the
large families that were present, the
older children cared for their younger

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 17: Mass and Institution of Acolytes and
Lectors, St. John Vianney Theological Seminary,
St. JPII Center (4 p.m.)
Oct. 18: Mass, All Saints parish, Denver
(10 a.m.)
Oct. 23: Mass, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center, Boulder (12:10 p.m.)
Oct. 24: Mass for Gospel of Life Conference,
Risen Christ parish, Denver (8:30 a.m.)

Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila and some 300
pilgrims stand at the
altar of St. John the
Evangelist Church in
Philadelphia, where
they all traveled to
take part in the World
Meeting of Families.
PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/
DENVER CATHOLIC

brothers and sisters. In older families,
younger family members pushed their
parents or grandparents to the different
venues in wheelchairs. And then there
were all the babies who travelled from
near and far on pilgrimage with their
mothers and fathers, giving witness to
the truth and goodness of family life and
marriage.
This was the family Pope Francis
affirmed in his speeches, with his
embraces and prayers. By their presence, the families in Philadelphia gave
witness that they do not belong to the
“throw away culture,” “the culture of
death,” or the “culture of indifference,”
but to “the culture of life,” which their
encounter with Jesus Christ ignited
in them. And as I wrote in my Sept. 11
column, “The quiet family revolution,”
there are many other families who are
doing the same. I am deeply grateful for

Sep. 29
#PopeFrancis aﬃrms
marriage is between
1 man & 1 woman & the beauty of #family #PopeinPhilly
#Godblessfamily http://bit.
ly/1KQccHr +sja
@ArchbishopDen
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this witness, and as a Church we need
to continue to support generosity in the
family.
During his Saturday night gathering,
called the Festival of Families, the Holy
Father also touched on how family life
has its share of suffering. “Sometimes
people tell me, ‘Father, you speak like
that because you are not married.’
Families have difficulties...families, we
quarrel. And sometimes plates can fly.
Children bring headaches, and I won’t
even speak about mothers-in law.” And
then he added, “In families there are
always difficulties, but those difficulties
are overcome by love.”
On Sunday morning he reinforced
that message when he met with prisoners and reflected on how Jesus
washing the disciples’ feet demonstrated his desire to heal every wound
of the human heart, even the heart of a

criminal. He reminded all of us that we
have wounds that only Jesus can heal,
and that the family is the privileged
place where that healing can take place.
Pope Francis’ first visit to our country
brought the Gospel to many who may
not have heard it in years, if at all. In his
words and by his gestures he placed the
beauty of the family in front of millions,
and for that all of us should be grateful
to God. We must also take advantage of
this moment to do all we can to bring
the hope of the family to the world.
On Oct. 4, the Holy Father opened
the three-week Ordinary Synod on
the Family in Rome. Please join me
in praying each day for Pope Francis
and all of the bishops that they will be
guided by the Holy Spirit–the Spirit of
truth and love–and that they will lift up
the beauty of family life to our broken
world.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Archbishop Aquila
greets sixth graders
after Mass during
Focus 11 retreat at
Holy Trinity School
in Westminster
Oct. 7. The annual
Focus 11 retreats
gather 11-year-olds
and 11th-graders
from Archdiocese
of Denver Catholic
schools to learn
of the beauty
of vocations to
holy orders and
consecrated life.
PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY/
A&D PHOTOGRAPHY
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Vatican Notes

Pope: love between man and
woman at heart of Synod
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

P

ope Francis opened the 2015 Synod
on the family with a homily on
the themes of solitude, the love
between a man and a woman, and the
family. A synod is a gathering of the bishops under the pope to discuss matters of
faith, morals or discipline.
The current synod will run Oct. 4-25
and focus on the theme: “The vocation
and mission of the family in the Church
and the modern world.” It follows last
year’s extraordinary synod, which
focused on pastoral challenges regarding
family life.
Pope Francis opened the synod with
a Mass. He began his homily with a line
from the first letter of John: “If we love
one another, God abides in us and his love
is perfected in us (1 Jn 4:12)”
SOLITUDE

The pope described solitude as a
drama “experienced by countless men
and women in our own day.” He spoke of
the strange juxtapositions of the modern
world.
“Today we experience the paradox of
a globalized world filled with luxurious
mansions and skyscrapers, but a lessening of the warmth of homes and families;
many ambitious plans and projects, but
little time to enjoy them; many sophisticated means of entertainment, but a
deep and growing interior emptiness;
many pleasures, but few loves; many liberties, but little freedom... The number of
people who feel lonely keeps growing, as
does the number of those who are caught
up in selfishness, gloominess, destructive violence and slavery to pleasure and
money,” Pope Francis said.
He said that the modern world’s
increase in power and loneliness is
sreflected in the family, as fewer people
are willing to enter into a lifelong union.
“It would seem that the most advanced
societies are the very ones which have

the lowest birth-rates and the highest
percentages of abortion, divorce, suicide
and social and environmental pollution,”
the pope said.
LOVE BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN

Pope Francis said that God was pained
when he saw Adam’s loneliness, so he
made him a helper.
“This is God’s dream for his beloved
creation: to see it fulfilled in the loving
union between a man and a woman,
rejoicing in their shared journey, fruitful
in their mutual gift of self,” he said.

-Mother Teresa

FAMILY

Finally, Pope Francis extolled the
faithful to “overcome every form of individualism and legalism which conceals
a narrow self-centeredness and a fear of
accepting the true meaning of the couple
and of human sexuality in God’s plan.”
He likened lifelong married love to the
“gratuitousness” of Jesus’ sacrifice on the
cross.
“For God, marriage is not some adolescent utopia, but a dream without which
his creatures will be doomed to solitude!”
he said.
He said the the Church must carry out
her mission “in fidelity, truth and love.
To carry out her mission in fidelity of her
Master as a voice crying out in the desert,
in defending faithful love and encouraging the many families which live married
life as an experience which reveals God’s
love; in defending the sacredness of life,
of every life; in defending the unity and
indissolubly of the conjugal bond as a sign
of God’s grace and of the human person’s
ability love seriously.”
However, he warned that charity must
accompany the Church’s teaching of the
truth, especially when addressing those
who are living in error.
“The Church must search out these
persons, welcome and accompany them,
for a Church with closed doors betrays
herself and her mission, and, instead of
being a bridge, becomes a roadblock,”
Pope Francis said.

The Opening Mass for the Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the Family
with Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square on October 4, 2015. PHOTO BY DANIEL IBANEZ/
CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

“To keep a
lamp burning,
we need to
keep putting
oil in it.”

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
LEARN HOW YOU CAN PROVIDE
A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR THOSE IN NEED...
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted to you, in
full compliance with the doctrine of the Catholic Church.
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your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation can help you plan your will to ensure careful
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intentions. Our staff provides planned giving expertise in accordance
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Catholic schools
look to the future
Archdiocese holds 2-day brainstorming symposium

PHOTO: ANDREW WRIGHT

BY KARNA SWANSON

N

303-715-3230
karna.swanson@archden.org
www.twitter.com/KarnaSwanson

early 200 teachers, principals,
pastors and archdiocesan leaders gathered with Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila at the Radisson Denver
Southeast Oct. 5-6 for a two-day symposium to discuss the challenges currently
facing Catholic schools in northern
Colorado.
According to Kevin Kijewski, the
superintendent of Archdiocese of Denver
Catholic Schools since
July 1, the discussions
focused on three key
areas: “forming disciples,
with
filling desks and fundraising dollars.”
KEVIN
In the following
KIJEWSKI
interview with Denver
Catholic, Kijewski elaborates on why
Archbishop Aquila convoked the symposium, as well as the archbishop’s desire
to renew the commitment of all Catholic
schools to form intentional disciples of
Jesus Christ.

Q&A

Q: Why did you convoke a school
symposium, and why now?
Kijewski: Archbishop Aquila asked
me to organize a school symposium to
discuss multiple challenges facing our
school system and identify possible solutions for implementation. For far too
many years, our Catholic school system
has suffered from enrollment declines
and financial challenges.
We believe that solving these problems
is terribly important, as Catholic schools
are essential to a vibrant future for the
Church in Denver. The symposium
provided the archdiocese with an opportunity to constructively and effectively
address challenges facing our school
system.
At his December 2009 press conference that introduced Brian Kelly as the
University of Notre Dame’s new head
football coach, Kelly indicated that a
timetable for turning around the football
team’s direction cannot be made too long
term. “We don’t have a five-year plan,”
Kelly said. “We have a five-minute plan
and we’ll start to work on it immediately.”
Like Coach Kelly, our Catholic schools
in Denver need to directly and quickly

tackle challenges, and I hope to see our
schools performing at the highest levels
in the near future.
Q: What challenges did you want to
address?
Kijewski: The symposium addressed
three key challenges that have faced our
schools for the past several years: forming disciples, filling desks and fundraising
dollars.
Q: What was the format of the
school symposium and who attended?
Kijewski: The symposium was meant
not simply as a chance to frame problems, but more importantly to serve
as an opportunity for stakeholders to
share and discuss possible solutions.
All priests were invited to participate,
along with archdiocesan leaders, school
leaders, parish staff and school benefactors. The symposium lasted two days
and fostered a lot of great discussion and
feedback regarding how to solve these
three challenges.
Q: Who presented on forming disciples and what was discussed?
Kijewski: Regarding the challenge of
forming disciples, Archbishop Aquila
presented his vision and expectations

related to Catholic schools. Specifically,
he stated that Catholic schools exist to
form intentional disciples of Jesus Christ
and create saints. He discussed how
Catholic schools should be the premier
method for transmitting the faith from
one generation to the next.
He charged the Office of Catholic
Schools with the responsibility to conduct a visitation of all six Catholic high
schools in the archdiocese, with the goal
to ensure faithfulness to the Church’s
Magisterium.
He also asked the stakeholders to present their ideas about how schools could
bolster their current efforts to form
disciples.
Q: What was discussed regarding
the challenge of ﬁlling desks?
Kijewski: Addressing the challenge of
filling desks with students in our schools,
I presented along with Congregation of
the Holy Cross Father Joseph Corpora
from the University of Notre Dame.
Specifically, I discussed with the
audience various models of school governance. Research has indicated that
effective school governance leads to consistent enrollment growth and financial
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viability of
Catholic
schools. In
addition, I
engaged the
audience
about how
our schools
may compete with
public and
charter
Kevin Kijewski,
schools by
Superintendent of
offering new
Archdiocese of Denver
academic
Catholic Schools
specialty
programming or tracks. While our
primary goal will always be to form
intentional disciples to Jesus Christ, our
schools need to examine ways to offer
supplemental value by offering specialty
programs in the sciences, technology,
performing arts and foreign languages.
Father Corpora was able to discuss the
importance of serving the Hispanic population in the archdiocese. As an expert
working at the University of Notre Dame
in the field the recruitment and retention
of Hispanic students in Catholic Schools,
he shared insights into why it’s critical
to focus on serving this population and
methods that schools could employ to
increase their enrollment in our schools.
To illustrate the importance of this issue,

FILE PHOTO: JAMES BACA

“

Catholic schools exist
to form intentional
disciples of Jesus Christ and
create saints.”

51 percent of the people in the pews at
Sunday Mass every week in our archdiocese are Hispanic. However, just about
20 percent of students enrolled in our
Catholic schools are Hispanic.
Q: What was discussed about the

last piece, fundraising dollars?
Kijewski: To ensure that our schools
are able to form disciples and enroll students, it’s also critically important that we
address tuition and the financial health
of our schools. Keith Parsons, the Chief
Financial Officer of the Archdiocese, discussed the current state of school finance.
He also presented multiple approaches to
ensuring the long-term financial viability
of our schools. Stakeholders were asked
for their input for how the archdiocese
should finance Catholic schools to ensure

their long-term viability.
Q: What changes can we expect to
see in the short and long term?
Kijewski: Our office will be working
with a team to review the feedback and
ideas gathered at the symposium. In the
short term, we expect to formulate and
announce a strategic plan to address and
solve these three key challenges. In the
long term, we will be implementing strategies that will foster growth, innovation,
and effective leadership in our schools.
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Holy Family High School

A Family of Faith Investing in your future since 1922

OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2015 (9AM TO 1PM)

MACHEBEUF

Learn all about the Machebeuf Experience

for prospective students and their families

Bishop Machebeuf High School
458 Uinta Way • Denver, CO 80230

Sunday, October 25, 2015 • 11am - 2pm

an academic community of faith

Conveniently located in Lowry off of 6th Ave. & Quebec

Your Catholic Choice for College Preparatory

www.holyfamilyhs.com • 303-410-1411 • 5195 W. 144th Ave., Broomfield, CO 80023

www.machebeuf.org

For more information contact: Kristen Dieterich, Director of Admissions 303.344.0082 ext. 117
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Virtuous Leadership?
Find out for yourself by getting your FREE copy of Created for
Greatness. Call 800-288-MARY (6279) or visit umary.edu/virtue
today to obtain your copy while supplies last.
At the University of Mary we understand that education is about much more

than a diploma. It’s about becoming the person and professional you are called
to be—for Life.
That’s why the University of Mary is offering a new MBA in Virtuous Leadership
concentration in partnership with the Havard Virtuous Leadership Institute.
Classes start January 2016!

for Life.

800-288-6279 (MARY) enroll@umary.edu

umary.edu/virtue
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when his motorcade rolled by
them and slowed down long
enough for Luke to be kissed by the Pope.
Uebbing said this special act by Pope
Francis towards his family was a perfect
example of the kind of effect the Holy
Father sought to have during his first
U.S. visit.
“It was such a blessing,” Uebbing said.
“Pope Francis talks about creating a culture of encounter, and I think that’s one of
the things you saw during his visit. What
he really did was he tried to encounter the
people of the United States, and I think he
was really successful in doing that.”
Uebbing, along with Luke and Jenny,
showed up to Independence Mall at 9:30
a.m on Sat., Sept. 26, and waited around
all day by the barricades in the papal
audience area hoping for a chance to see
Pope Francis up close and maybe get a
wave from him. After about seven hours
of waiting, Jenny spotted the Pope’s
motorcade and signaled his arrival to
Uebbing.
“[His arrival] was actually a little
anti-climactic,” said Uebbing. “There
wasn’t any kind of music or anything,
you just saw some police cars coming, a
couple of SUVs and then there was the
pope in the popemobile.”
Uebbing grabbed Luke from Jenny
and made eye contact with head of Vatican security Domenico Giani, whom

Luke Uebbing’s baptism day.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID UEBBING

Vatican City, February 2013. Pope Benedict XVI blesses little John Paul
Francis Uebbing at the Pope’s ﬁnal audience before his resignation in 2013.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID UEBBING

David remembered from his time in
Rome, where he was stationed in 2013
as a journalist for Catholic News Agency.
Giani came over to David at the barricade, picked up Luke, took him over to
the popemobile and lifted him up for the
pope to kiss.
Luke is actually the second of Uebbing’s children to be kissed by a pope.

Autumn Move-In Special
Call today at 303-964-3804 to learn more about
how you can save $500 at move-in and receive
a month of base rent FREE!*
Our faith-based, welcoming environment includes:
• Independent Living
• On-Site Physician Clinic
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care Secure Unit
• Adult Day Programs
• Daily Mass
*Restrictions apply

2835 W. 32nd Avenue Denver, Colorado 80211
303-964-3804 CHILivingCommunities.org

Another of his sons, John Paul Francis,
was kissed by Pope Benedict XVI in 2013.
As thrilling a moment as it was, little
Luke didn’t seem to notice what was
going on.
“Luke was kind of asleep,” Uebbing
said. “He was splayed out.”
Giani brought Luke back to Uebbing
and his wife, and Uebbing thanked him in

Italian. But their special encounter with
Pope Francis didn’t end there.
“One of the coolest things for us was
that after Luke got kissed, the pope
stopped his popemobile right in front of
us, and then for five seconds he just looked
right at Jenny, and then he stopped and
looked right at me with a huge smile on
his face,” Uebbing said.
This culture of encounter, Uebbing
said, is exactly what the world needs in
order to hear the truth of the Gospel and
receive the love that Christ offers.
“I think our world is acutely aware that
it’s fallen, but it doesn’t want to admit it,
especially if it knows the person who’s
saying it isn’t compassionate,” Uebbing
said. “I see that Pope Francis’ approach
is the best approach for the times we live
in.”
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Arrupe Jesuit High School

Around the Archdiocese

OPEN HOUSE

October 25, 10am - 2pm
We Think You’ll Fit Right In!
Please join us on October 25th
to learn more about how the unique
opportunities offered at Arrupe Jesuit
High School can prepare you for
success in college, and beyond.
www.ArrupeJesuit.com
Arrupe Jesuit High School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.

An insider’s perspective
on Planned Parenthood
videos
BY KARNA SWANSON
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karna.swanson@archden.org
www.twitter.com/KarnaSwanson
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Dr. John Bruchalski speaks all over the
country on his conversion from abortionist to founder of a large pro-life medical
clinic in northern Virginia, but when
he comes to Denver this month for the
Gospel of Life Conference, he’s going to
address the issue that’s on everyone’s
mind—the Planned Parenthood videos.
According to Lynn Grandon, program
director for the Office of Respect Life &
Human Dignity of the Archdiocese of
Denver, Bruchalski asked her if he could
scrap the original plan for his talk after
he saw the series of exposé videos on
Planned Parenthood’s inhumane practice of harvesting and allegedly selling
aborted baby organs.
Since July 14, the citizen journalist
group Center for Medical Progress has
released six undercover videos and four
episodes of the multi-part documentary
series titled Human Capital.

Grandon said that Bruchlaski will
“explain the videos from a medical point
of view, as well as from the point of view
of someone who worked in that industry.”
According to an interview with Catholic News Agency in 2012, Bruchalski grew
up in a Catholic home, but lost his faith in
college. His ambition in life was to be a
doctor that helped women be “happier”
and “healthier”, so he specialized in abortion and contraception.
The act of performing abortions, ironically, turned him pro-life.
“As you do the procedure, you begin to
kill another human being up close,” he
told CNA, describing the experience of
watching “the life drain from them” from
just inches away.
He added that performing abortions
“hardens your heart every time.”
After a series of life-changing events
that led him away from the abortion
industry forever, Bruchalski founded
the Tepeyac Family Center in Fairfax,
Virginia in 1994, with the mission of
establishing an obstetrical and gynecological facility that combines the best of

Reserve now & get $150 p/p in
Vacation Fun Money!
ONLY 1
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OFF*
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18 days from $1,899*

How would you like to visit 8 countries in Europe and only unpack once? See Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, England,
Netherlands, Germany & Sweden in one trip at a relaxed pace and without the hassle of packing and unpacking,
again and again. Departs April 21, 2016
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“

As you
do the
procedure, you
begin to kill
another human
being up close.”
DR. JOHN BRUCHALSKI
Former Abortionist
PHOTO: KRISTINA HERNANDEZ

lmodern medicine with the healing pres- Abby Sinnett, the associate director of
tence of Jesus Christ.
Bella Natural Women’s Care, will give an
w The Gospel of Life conference themed update on the first pro-life women’s clinic
“Exposing the Expose Videos: Insights in Denver, and Deacon Dr. Alan Rastrelli
-From a Former Abortionist” is organized of Divine Mercy Supportive Care will
wby Catholic Charities, the Archdiocese of speak on end-of-life issues.
Denver and the Catholic Medical AssoTickets for the Gospel of Life Conferciation. It will be held Oct. 24 at Risen ence are $40, which includes meals, or
Christ Church, 3060 S. Monaco Parkway. $45 at the door. Medical professionals
The day begins at 8:30 a.m. with the are invited to wear white lab coats to the
White Mass to honor doctors, nurses White Mass.
-and other health-care professionals, celFor more information, call 303-742ebrated by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila 0828 ext. 2059, or email MRosand@
ccdenver.org.
oof Denver.
In addition to the keynote address,
f
GOSPEL OF LIFE CONFERENCE & WHITE MASS
m
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Travel to France with Fr. Miguel & Fr. Gerardo; All are welcome!
Saint Helena & Saint John the Baptist; August 1-12, 2016; $3,799
We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~

f

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Viking Cruises; Caribbean
Cruises; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil;
Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc...
www.proximotravel.com
Call us 24/7
508-340-9370 | 855-842-8001
Hablamos Español
Carmela Manago
anthony@proximotravel.com
Executive Director

Become part of something more.

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 25
10:00 am-2:00 pm

Men and Women with and for Others
More information: www.regisjesuit.com/Admissions

Girls Division – 6300 S Lewiston Way, Aurora, CO 80016 | Boys Division – 6400 S Lewiston Way, Aurora, CO 80016

 October 13
 October 16-18
 October 23-25
 November 6-8
 November 13-15
 November 17

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Knights of Columbus Retreat (Men)
Weekend Retreat (Women)
Weekend Retreat (Men)
Serenity Weekend (Men & Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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An unforgettable
visit
Pope Francis made a six-day, three-city visit to the United
States Sept. 22-27. It was his first visit to this country.
Hundreds of pilgrims from Denver went to see the pontiff,
kindly sending stories and pictures back to the folks at
home. The following pages contain those memories.

SEPT.
22-24
WASHINGTON, D.C.: Address to
Congress (above), Prayers at St.
Matthew Cathedral (right)
PHOTOS BY L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

“Let us treat others with the same
passion and compassion with
which we want to be treated.
Let us seek for others the same
possibilities which we seek for
ourselves. Let us help others to
grow, as we would like to be helped
ourselves. In a word, if we want
security, let us give security; if
we want life, let us give life; if we
want opportunities, let us provide
opportunities. The yardstick we
use for others will be the yardstick
which time will use for us.”
– ADDRESS TO JOINT SESSION OF
CONGRESS, SEPT. 24

WASHI N GTO N, D. C .
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SEPT.
26-27

P HI L A D E L P HI A
PHILADELPHIA: Benjamin Franklin Parkway (above), Closing
Mass (below) PHOTOS BY JEFFREY BRUNO/ALETEIA

“Would that we could all be prophets! Would that all of
us could be open to miracles of love for the sake of all the
families of the world, and thus overcome the scandal of a
narrow, petty love, closed in on itself, impatient of others!”

– HOMILY FROM CLOSING MASS OF WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES, SEPT. 27

SEPT.
24-26

N EW YO R K

NEW YORK: Ground Zero (above), Mass at Madison Square
Garden (right) PHOTOS BY JEFFREY BRUNO/ALETEIA

“Knowing that Jesus still walks our streets, that he is
part of the lives of his people, that he is involved with us
in one vast history of salvation, ﬁlls us with hope. A hope
which liberates us from the forces pushing us to isolation
and lack of concern for the lives of others, for the life of
our city. A hope which frees us from empty connections,
from abstract analyses, or sensationalist routines. A hope
which is unafraid of involvement, which acts as a leaven
wherever we happen to live and work. A hope which makes
us see, even in the midst of smog, the presence of God as he
continues to walk the streets of our city.”
—HOMILY FROM MASS AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, SEPT. 25
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Francis eﬀect hits streets of Philadelphia
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

F

ather Joe Doman was born and
raised in Philadelphia, a city known
for its rich historical landmarks,
cheesesteak sandwiches, and of course,
Father Doman’s favorite NFL team, the
Philadelphia Eagles.
However, after last week’s World
Meeting of Families, it will likely gain an
additional claim to fame: being the city
that hosted Pope Francis during his first
U.S. visit.
Father Doman led a pilgrimage to
his hometown of Philly with parishioners from Immaculate Heart of Mary
in Northglenn, where he resides as the
parochial vicar, for the World Meeting of
Families. While there, he concelebrated
the papal Mass with the Holy Father himself, along with hundreds of other priests
and bishops from all around the world,
including Archbishop Samuel Aquila,
whom Father Doman managed to snap a
selfie with. The city was completely shut

Father Joe Doman snaps a selﬁe with Denver Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila at
the papal Mass in Philadelphia. PHOTO BY FATHER JOE DOMAN

Join us for an authentic Italian meal & music!

Saturday, October 17 | 5:00-8:30 pm

Enjoy pasta, meatballs, italian sausage, chicken, salad and dessert.
Featuring live entertainment by the TRI-TALIANS.
Adults: $12 | Children ages 5-12: $6 | Kids under 5: FREE
Maximum per immediate family: $35

Parish
Italian Night

St. Thomas More Catholic Church
8035 S Quebec St, Centennial, CO 80112

Council #10205 – Centennial, Colorado

Emergency Response System
Keeping her connected - Safe at home
•
•
•

Immediate Help at the Touch of a Button. Professionally monitored 24/7.
Feel Secure and Confident Living Alone
Affordable, Simple and Convenient
Colorado Owned & Operated

303-770-2227

www.goldeaglesystems.com

down for Pope Francis’ visit, a fact that
Father Doman said speaks to the impact
of his time there.
“If U2 came to Philadelphia, the city
wouldn’t shut down. If the president
came to Philadelphia, we wouldn’t shut
down the city. For whatever reason, we
shut down the city for the pope because
there’s something different about it,” he
said.
Being from Philly, Father Doman
knows how the city operates and what the
people are like. It’s normally not a very
friendly city, he said, and people tend
to keep to themselves. But it’s not every
day that Pope Francis comes to your
city, and while Father Doman was there,
he observed a different sort of atmosphere altogether, one that he wasn’t

accustomed to.
“It was beautiful to see the city so transformed,” said Father Doman. “There was
this joy and friendliness and excitement
that was just beautiful to see. I could see
that it was affecting more people than
just the people who came in town to see
the Pope.”
Philadelphia has a history of strong
faith, Father Doman said, even being the
only U.S. city which produced two saints.
Sadly, that faith has dwindled over time.
“The faith that built the church in
Philly is kind of dead and gone,” he said.
“It’s almost like a massive aircraft carrier
with a little rowboat rudder on it.”
Father Doman’s prayer during his time
in Philadelphia was, “Lord, renew this
city.”
The Pope’s visit might have been just
what the city of Philadelphia needed to
get its spiritual engines running the way
they once did.
The city was energized and charged
with something that came from above,
Father Doman said. He likened it to Pope
Saint John Paul II’s visit to Denver in
1993 for World Youth Day, and hopes it
marks a turning point and renewal for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia just as that
visit did for the Archdiocese of Denver.
Father Doman witnessed the immediate effects of Pope Francis’ U.S. visit while
in Philadelphia, and is also seeing equally
profound residual ones. The media coverage of the Pope’s visit has sparked a
renewed interest in the Catholic faith by
mainstream culture, which is perhaps
just what the Church needs at this point
in time in order to clarify some oft-misunderstood tenets of her doctrine, he
said.
“There’s a stage from which members
of the Church can articulate the beauty
of the Church’s teaching to the world
because everybody’s watching,” Father
Doman said. “At least things are being
talked about.”

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
Come for a day or week
Book your next event
with us

More than
just retreats…

• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

719-258-1600

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

www.eltesororetreat.org

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

for Tour or Reservations
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Living for the Lord
After papal visit, hundreds of
families, youth say yes to mission,
priesthood and consecrated life
BY ROXANNE KING

W

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

hen Pope Francis closed the
World Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia with a papal Mass
Sept. 27, it wasn’t the end of the celebration for thousands of members of the
Neocatechumenal Way who attended.
Some 18,000 followers of the Way
from across the United States—including 800 from Colorado—and from several
nations, gathered the next day at the
Wells Fargo Center with lay Spaniard
Kiko Arguello, initiator of the catechumenate, five cardinals and a couple dozen
bishops. The vocational meeting ended
the Way’s pilgrimage to the World Meeting of Families’ papal events.
Philadelphia Archbishop Charles
Chaput presided over the prayerful gathering, which included a
powerful proclamation of the kerygma—
the announcement of the good news of
salvation—by Arguello, and a vocational
call that resulted in hundreds of young
people standing up for priesthood and
consecrated life, and an even greater
number of families who volunteered to go
on mission to de-Christianized areas of
the world to be a sign of Christian family
life.
“All of them are very happy because
they are not living for themselves but for
the Lord,” Arguello told the crowd, speaking about the 1,100 Neocatechumenal
Way families currently on mission.

In March, Pope Francis blessed 250
such families at the Vatican before sending them out to be agents of the new
evangelization. The families leave their
homes and jobs and are sent by lottery to
all parts of the world, from New York to
China, to help build the Church among
nonbelievers and rekindle faith in those
who have become lukewarm Christians.
Eric and Christy Hilz and their four
children, ranging in age from 1 to 6, members of the Way at St. Joan of Arc Parish
in Arvada, were among the families volunteering for mission.
Eric, 44, a software test engineer, told
the Denver Catholic he volunteered in
response to God’s call.
“I came to this pilgrimage with a question for the Lord. That question was,
‘How can our marriage and family best
be a sign of the love and mercy of Jesus
Christ?’” he said. “The answer I received
was to completely open myself to God’s
will—to be willing for our family to go
anywhere.”
Christy, 40, a homemaker, said that
despite the hardships of the pilgrimage,
maneuvering her children through subways and streets congested with a million
people to see the pope, she found herself
filled with “tremendous joy” and wants
to share it.
“After finding a great spot to welcome
the Holy Father, I looked up and the
banner with the picture of Pope Francis
said, ‘Have the courage to be truly happy,’
and I knew that if my husband said he felt
called to the mission, then we would go!”
The journey to see the Holy Father led

5,000 children in Colorado need a loving family.
Become a foster parent. Attend our informational meeting.
Over

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 21
7-8 P.M.

Archbishop Charles Chaput prays over youth who answered a call to discern
the priesthood during a vocational meeting of the Neocatechumenal Way in
Philadelphia Sept. 28. PHOTO BY ROXANNE KING

to a desire to do God’s will, she said.
“I have a heart full of gratitude that
our family is in the Church and was able
to be there together to support the Holy
Father and to see the Church fully alive,”

SCOUT RELIGIOUS RETREAT
Profiling the life of Saint Junipero Serra
November 21, 2015 ● Regis University ● 8am - 3pm
Sponsored by the Denver Catholic Committee on Scouting
See wwwarchden-dccs.org “Annual Retreat" for registration and program details

THE ULTIMATE

DOO-WOP SHOW
As Seen on PBS!

Queen of Peace
13120 E Kentucky Ave
Aurora, CO 80012

SAT. OCT. 17
6 ARTISTilSlion

Loyola Building,

(cornercorner
of Uvalda
& Mississippi)
a Building,
of Uvalsda
& Mississippi.
For questions and RSVP, contact Cheryl Garcia at
303-742-0828 ext. 2051 or CGarcia@ccdenver.org

she said. “I just felt moved to convert and
not keep this joy within—and to be open
to God’s will in how to share his work in
my life.”

Over 200 MSold!
Records
ccdenver.org

Tickets available at Box Oﬃce,
ParamountDenver.com,
AltitudeTickets.com, 866-461-6556
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Queen of Peace: One parish family
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

Q

ueen of Peace brought over 150
people from at least 10 different
countries to see Pope Francis in
Philly. Despite their large size and diversity, Pastor Father Felix Medina said the
parish bonded through the trip.
“It helped us to pray together as a
parish family. We got to know each other,
and we got to know God better from the
time we spent together,” Father Medina
said.
The parish split into three different
travel groups, but met for a Mass together
in Philly. Father Medina said he was
moved to see so many of his parishioners
on pilgrimage together.
“It was a great blessing to see how God
is moving us, and how he is stirring in our
hearts the desire to leave other things to
follow him more closely. For some people
it was a big sacrifice. It was a great example for me as a priest to see how these
people with families did it,” Father
Medina said. “They gave me a great testimony. I learned from them.”
Each travel group had about 50 people
in it. Father Medina’s group included

St. John Vianney
seminarians enjoy
chessesteak
sandwiches in the
streets of Philadelphia
as they prepare for
the papal Mass.

individuals from the USA, Nigeria,
Honduras, Panama, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Vietnam, Korea and the Phillipines,
which is somewhat representative of
the parish’s diverse community. Father
Medina and the other trip planners split

“

I think we found our
common brokenness, our
common wounds and common
need for faith.”

– FATHER MEDINA

each travel group into small groups, and
made sure to mix the different demographics. The small groups ate meals
together and spent most of the pilgrimage together.
“I think we found our common brokenness, our common wounds and common
need for faith,” Father Medina said.
However, Father Medina said he will
judge the trip’s success by how his people
incorporate the pope’s vision into their
own lives in the coming months.
“Now it’s time to reflect and ponder
what the Holy Father taught,” Father
Medina said. “It’s time to really assimilate and put into practice the vision of the
parish as family.”

PHOTO BY FATHER JASON WALLACE

Pope Francis brings a spirit
of generosity to Philly
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

C

hoosing to enter the priesthood is
not an easy decision to make, but
it does have its perks, especially
when the pope comes to town.
Father Jason Wallace, vice rector of St.
John Vianney Seminary, led a pilgrimage
to Philadelphia with a group of 19
seminarians for Pope Francis’ visit to the
World Meeting of Families, an experience
that was characterized by overwhelming
joy, abundant grace and hopeful unity. It
marked a fruitful learning experience for
the seminarians, who were taken aback
by the generosity others extended toward
them.
“There was genuine kindness
everywhere you went,” Father Wallace
said.
This trip marked the first time the
seminarians had worn their clerics for
an extended period of time, and Father
Wallace said the experience was very
powerful for them.
“They realized when you wear it, you’re
actually just a walking billboard for
Christ,” he said. “Everybody looks at you
for the example to follow.”
Father Wallace said it was good for the
seminarians to see how Pope Francis
interacts with people and hear him speak
about how priests have an obligation to
be out with people and families instead
of perpetuating a culture of separation
between the clergy and the laity.
The whole experience reassured their
missions and vocations.
“It was reinvigorating for myself and
the seminarians,” Father Wallace said.
Their visit was largely coordinated by a
friend of Father Wallace’s, who arranged
everything from their pick-up at the
airport to their stay at St. Patrick’s Parish
in downtown Philadelphia. The pastor of
St. Patrick’s, Father Daniel Mackle, was
extremely kind, Father Wallace said,
providing classrooms for the seminarians
to stay in, buying breakfast for them
and even giving them full access to the

showers in the rectory.
Father Wallace and the seminarians
weren’t able to get tickets to the Papal
mass, but Father Mackle went out of his
way to call around to the other rectories
in the area and see if they had extra
tickets. They only needed 20 tickets, but
Father Mackle ended up gathering 40,
giving Father Wallace 20 extra tickets to
give out to others who weren’t able to get
one.
In what Father Wallace described as a
“grace moment,” he also discovered he
could trade in the general public tickets
he obtained for closer-up seated tickets,
so he and the seminarians were able to be
right up front, near the Holy Father, for
the papal Mass.
The entire gathering was one of
fellowship and joy, and Pope Francis was
the common bond which tied everybody
together. One of Father Wallace’s friends
in attendance even likened it to a
“Catholic Candyland.”
“It was nice to see everybody’s
interaction and the joy that was
radiating,” Father Wallace said. “It was
like living in a grace-filled moment.”
Father Wallace was impressed by the
way in which Pope Francis conducted
himself and the way he responded to
people’s questions.
“His simplicity and his ability to speak
to people on a very familiar basis…I think
that affected a lot of people,” he said.
Many people, Catholics included,
expected the pope to be like a politician
and express a solid stance on certain
issues, but he never explicitly did so;
rather, he answered questions through
his own simple way, which is what struck
Father Wallace the most, especially when
it came to matters of the family.
“He didn’t have to come out and
condemn one thing, he just came out
exalting what he wanted to exalt,” Father
Wallace said. “He spoke so highly of
marriage between a man and a woman
that it was just intuitive for people to say,
‘that’s what he stands for.’ He’s standing
for what is good and true and beautiful.”
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Bulletin Board
communicate with kids
about hot topics such
as marijuana, sexuality
and media.
Contact Kathy Gill
at (303) 233-1283 or
olfkathyg@gmail.com

OCTOBER

of Life Issues
14 End
9:30 a.m. – 11:30

a.m., Most Precious
Blood Parish, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver,
$15. Workshop panel:
The Very Rev. Kenneth
Koehler; Dr. Nancy
Seibolt, palliative care;
Dr. Phil Sullivan, emergency medicine; John
Horan and Jennifer
McBride of Horan &
McConaty. Call 303756-3083 ext. 334,
or go online to wisdomcentermpb.weebly
to pre-register.

NOVEMBER

Gospel of Life
Conference

2 All Souls Day
Breakfast

6:30 a.m. Mass, 7:15
a.m. – 9 a.m. breakfast, St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish, 8035
S. Quebec St. Centennial, $35. Divine Mercy
Supportive Care hosts
its first Annual All
Souls Day Breakfast.
Reserve your seat: markskender@dmsci.org or
303-908-2473

16 Serra Club with
Archbishop Aquila

6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Pinehurst Country Club,
6255 W Quincy Ave.,
Denver, $75. Annual
fundraiser for the Serra
Club honoring Archbishop Samuel Aquila.
Contact Lucy Kane at
303-808-7936.

14 Catholic Parenting 19 Love Is Our
in the 21st Century Mission: Catachesis for
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Our
the Family
Lady of Fatima, 1985
Miller St., Lakewood,
bring a hat or gloves to
donate to the Samaritan
House.
Michael d’Esterre,
MSW, LCSW, speaks on
modern parenting from
a Catholic perspective
and discusses ways to

7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Oct.
5th through Nov. 23rd,
All Souls, 4950 S Logan
St., Englewood, free.
This week’s class: All
Love Bears Fruit - The
Diversity of Vocations.
Bring the whole family.
Register now. Call

of Life Conference
24 Gospel
8:30 a.m. Mass; 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Church

6 “Come and See”
Retreat

OCT of the Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco Pkwy.,
Denver, $45. Honoring healthcare professionals
who practice the church’s teaching regarding
the sanctity of life. Keynote address by former
abortionist Dr. John Bruchalski. Register online:
ccdenver.org
303-789-0007.

21 Matters of Life and
Death

7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., St.

ACROSS

SAINT TERESA OF AVILA

3:30 p.m. on Friday, 11/6
to 2:30 p.m. on Sunday,
11/8, 4040 Pierce St.,
Wheat Ridge, free. The
Carmelite Sisters are
hosting a retreat for
single women between
the ages of 18-35 who
would like to discern
if God may be calling
them to religious life.
Contact Sister Celine,

Vincent de Paul Parish,
2375 E. Arizona Ave.
Denver, free. Deacon
John Volk, M.D. discusses the sanctity of
life at its end. Contact:
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52
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21	“Judith”
composer
22	Supreme
___
23	Ceded
25	Atop
27	Western
hemisphere
grp.
28	Border
32	Equip
again
35	Throw
with force
36	Color TV
pioneer

48

54
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60
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65
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37	“He is
seated at
the right
_ _ _ of the
Father.”
38	Version of
the Bible
39	Positions
40	Sea eagle
41	The heart
of fools
is in this
(Eccl 7:4)
42	Section of
a wall
43	Pay by the
course

45	Sit follower

59	Greenish
blue

46	_ _ _ deucy

60	Having
a sound
mind

47	Isaiah or
Jeremiah
51	O ne of the
10 plagues
54	B oxer Max
55	“…___,
holy, catholic and
apostolic…”
56	Gnostic
being
57	Former
Parisian
exchange

61	“Where
were you
when I laid
the foundation of
the _ _ _?”
(Job 38:4)
62	Agreement
63	Restaurant
carrier
64	Compact

12	Small
mountain
lake

22	Dull
resonant
sound
24	Title for
Jesus
25	Bathsheba’s first
husband
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20	Furrow

8	Took
charge

21	Rib-giver

45

53

St. John Vianney Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, free. RAD is a
gathering of high school
age men who are discerning the Catholic
priesthood. Questions:
303-282-3429 or mimi.

13	Hang-up

42

46
51

31

39

44

Retreat
15 RAD
9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.,

11	 Jai _ _ _
30

36

41

7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m., St.
John the Evangelist
Parish, 1730 W. 12th
St., Loveland, free.
Faith-based support
community for single
parents, meets second
Friday of each month.
Connect with other
parents, learn new skills
and deepen faith and
dependence on Christ.
Contact Teresa King
at (970) 593-8383 or
singleparentfamilyministry15@gmail.com.

9	Physicians
(abbr.)

29

38

43

13

26

35

34

40

12

13 Single Parent
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10	Biblical
money

28

37

11

22

27

17	A party to
18	Certain
woodwinds

I W A E

OCD at (303) 422-6419
or beautyofcarmel1@
outlook.com for more
information.

303-757-2320.

FEATURED EVENT

65	Concerning

DOWN
1	Like Esau
2	Boredom
3	US government
obligation
4	Solo to
Luke?
5	St. Martin
de _ _ _
6	Use up
7	Suit to
___

26	Small
horse
28	Biblical
instrument
29	Tiger’s
choice
30	Word from
Pontius
Pilate

35	 _ _ _ Hours
38	Dreadful
39	Sanctuary
___
41	Raincoats,
to Brits
42	 _ _ _ box
44	C atholic
actor of
gangster
movie
fame
45	Nativity
scene
47	Trousers
48	Nickname
for a
Catholic
university
49	Make real
50	A bit
before the
hour
51	_ _ _ and
abstinence
52	Bring up
53	Lady
Chaplin

31	Church
divider

54	Building
for storing
hay

32	Ostrich’s
cousin

57	“I’m _ _ _
up!”

33	British
nobleman

58	“Norma
_ _ _”

34	Paquin
of “The
Piano”

59	Yr.-end
visitor
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Shout Outs

Classifieds 				
LEGAL NOTICES

Walk for the Poor

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

Our Lady of Loretto Parish in Foxfield hosted a
Walk for the Poor Sept. 26. Walk for the Poor is
a national event hosted by the Saint Vincent
DePaul Society. Funds raised from the event will
remain in local St. Vincent de Paul chapters, and
will be used to help local chapters provide emergency assistance. According to svdpusa.net the
parish raised $7965. St. Thomas More Religious
Ed was the top walker, earning $750. In this picture, Trinity Hill, 6, and Amelia Rogers, 5, both
with the American Heritage Girls, hand out water
to participants.

Shout Out: St. John Vianney
Seminarians

Meeting of the Board
of Directors:
October 22, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.
John Paul II Center

ST. SIMEON CEMETERY

Thom Labarbera of Wilmington, Del. was waiting in
the security line for the Papal mass in Philadelphia,
where he happened to be standing next to some of our
very own St. John Vianney seminarians who traveled there as well.
He struck up a conversation, and was so impressed
by them that he left the Archdiocese of Denver a very
flattering voicemail.
“I had the most wonderful conversation while standing in line,” Labarbera said. “These fellows are the best
representatives of the Roman Catholic Church I have
ever seen, and that’s saying something.”
“I just want to say whatever you’re doing out there
in Denver, it is certainly working,” he said.

Sixth graders from across the Archdiocese gathered
at Holy Trinity in Westminster for the FOCUS 11
Vocations Day. The students sang, had a Q&A with
religious, celebrated Mass, and made time for selfies
with Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila.

Spirit of Christ Catholic Community held a
Eucharistic Procession
on Oct. 3. The celebration began with a Mass
at 8:30 a.m. The community then processed with
the Blessed Sacrament
around Lark Arbor before
returning to Spirit of
Christ for a light lunch
and fellowship.
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TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
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7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Jorge Rodriquez
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de los Santos

Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CAR DONATION

EVENTS

Vehicle donation – tax deductible.
Fast & free pickup. Helps those in need.
Call us at 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

VOCATION AS A LAY CARMELITE?
Come and see on October 24, 2015 at Holy
Family Catholic Church rectory basement,
4380 Utica, 10:00am to 12:00. Call Carolyn
303-287-5397 for more information.

PRAYERS

Eucharistic
Procession

LAWYER

Meeting of the Board
of Directors:
October 22, 2015 at 10:45 a.m.
John Paul II Center

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO A

Focus 11

ATTORNEY

NOVENA
Just one day: Oh Jesus, who said, “Ask
and you shall receive, seek and you shall
find, knock and it shall be opened to you” ,
through the intercession of Mary, Thy Most
Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, I ask that my
prayers be answered (mention request). Oh
Jesus, who said, “All you ask of the Father in
My Name, He will grant you “, through the
intercession of Mary, Thy Most Holy Mother, I
ask the Father in Thy Name that my prayers
be answered (mention request). Oh Jesus
who said, “Heaven and earth shall pass,
but my work shall not pass”, through the
intercession of Mary, Thy Most Holy Mother,
I feel confident that my prayers will be
answered (mention request, publish novena). To be said every hour for 9 consecutive
hours. - M.C.

A NOVENA PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
O holy St. Jude, apostle and martyr, great
in virtue, rich in miracles, near kinsman to
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need, to you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart, and humbly beg great
power to come to my assistance. Help me
in my present and most urgent petition.
(Make Your Request). In return I promise
to make your name known and cause
your name to be invoked. St. Jude, pray
for us and all who invoked thy aid. - E.O.

THANK YOU - to St. Jude, for your
infinite goodness in listening to my petition and answering my prayers. - J.D.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

CONCRETE
ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE
Driveways, patios and walks. Senior
discounts. Customer referrals available.
40 years experience. Call Estimator, Bob
Falco, today at 303-919-4145

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Driveways, patios, sidewalks, tree
trimming and removal. Senior discount.
Fast and friendly service. References.
Call today! 303-429-0380

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION
30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.
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303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

ELCAR FENCE - see ad, this page

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Fall furnace tune-up,
clean and safety check - $79 (regularly
$125). 10% discount off service calls,
equipment purchase and duct cleaning.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church for
40 years. Family owned and operated. Call
303-571-1171, No. CO 970-482-7520.

HOME HEALTH CARE
HOME HEALTH CARE
Experienced home health care and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment,
Mon-Fri. in southwest Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009.

HOUSE CLEANING

REMODELING

TILE

JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

HONEST, EXPERT WORK
BEST PRICES - 303-249-8221

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY;
LET US DO THE WORK. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Please call 720-227-5564.

INSURANCE
MERIDIAN CAPITAL AGENCY
Auto, Home & Commercial Insurance
Call for a free quote: 720-763-9127 or
email: jmascio@insuranceaai.com
www.MeridianCapitalAgency.com

Member BBB. Free estimates, discount for
military and seniors. 10% off with ad!!
Call 720-877-3733

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS
$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

SPRINKLERS
SM SPRINKLER

44 years in business. Notre Dame parishioner.
Let us winterize your sprinkler systems now
and we’ll return in spring to check and make
necessary adjustments. 303-988-0432.

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Time to
schedule a winterization!! 18 yrs. in
business. Professional install and repairs.
Lifetime warranty. Fast, friendly service.
All work guaranteed. Call 303-523-5859.

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

TREE SERVICE

SENIOR HELPERS

CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Join Affordable

We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

Home Care’s non-medical team of compassionate, dedicated caregivers making a
difference in the lives of the home bound.
If it’s in your heart to help, you are male
or female, and driving is not an issue, you
are the one! Learn new skills or use your
current skills and experience the satisfaction and fulfillment of one-on-one ratio
in-home care. Contact us at 303-988-1821

DIETARY AIDES WANTED - We are
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
22 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

currently hiring P/T Dietary Aides at Little
Sisters of the Poor. Thur Sat Sun 4pm 7:30pm & flexibility for more hours evens
or days. Email resume to hrdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org or apply in person at
3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver, 80211.

MILE HIGH TREE CARE, INC.

COMMUNICATION/TECH DIRECTOR

See ad, bottom of this page.

YARD WORK
GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE
Tree trimming & removal, mowing &
edging, trash removal, concrete work,
overall yard clean-up. Fast & friendly service. Senior discount. Call 303-429-0380.

HOME FOR SALE
NEAR REGIS JESUIT H.S. & OUR
LADY OF LORETO ELEMENTARY!!
An 8-minute walk along horse property
trail to Regis from this beautiful, sunny
2007 home with 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths, new
carpet, paint, & updated kitchen. Total
4980 sf incl. lg. unfin. bsmt. Immediate
occupancy! For further pricing info, contact
realtor Merritt Cohn at (303) 907-9600.

HELP WANTED
BUS DRIVER, PART-TIME – for Bishop
Machebeuf High School athletic events.
Need CDL. Interested applicants go to
www.machebeuf.org for requirements.
Applications received by Sept. 21 will be
given preference.

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.

Classifieds

Immaculate Heart of Mary in Northglenn
is seeking a full-time Director of Communications & Technology to conduct the
communication of the parish through social
media, web sites, news media, printed
material, etc. including tech support for
computers/networks and hardware and
software; telephone systems; copiers; and
audio/visual equipment. Practicing Catholic;
Bachelor’s degree preferred. For full job
description, visit www.ihmco.org. Send
resume, cover letter, & three references to
Mary Rogers at maryr@ihmco.org

DIRECTOR OF CATECHESIS & EVANGELIZATION - for St. Mary Parish,
Littleton. Lead the Evangelization Team w/
Pastor’s direction. Utilize your passion for
Christ to serve him and his church. BA & 5
yrs exp or equiv (senior level mgt a plus),
practicing Catholic, strong leadership/
organizational skills. For more info, visit
www.stmarylittleton.org . Submit resume,
cover letter & salary rqmts. by Oct 16 to
kathy.reuter@stmarylittleton.org

HELP WANTED, cont’d
FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS)
We are now hiring for these full-time
positions: Director of Philanthropy, Sr.
Director of Philanthropy, Philanthropy
Officer –Campus Advancement, Network
Engineer, HelpDesk Tech, Windows
System Engineer, Exec. Administrative
Asst., Accounting Specialist, Donor
Relations Specialist, Gift Operations Specialist, Office Administrator and Events
Specialist. For full job descriptions and
to apply, please visit our website: www.
focus.org/jobs or email your cover letter
and resume to hr@focus.org.

SENIOR-AGE SINGERS NEEDED - for
n.w. metro volunteer singing group
bringing smiles and memories to
retirement/healthcare residents. 2-4 day
hrs/wk. Need male singers, but all are
welcome. Call 303-284-3166.

SENIORS RESOURCE CENTER
We are looking for Drivers, Personal Care
Providers & CNAs, P/T Mon-Fri. Resume
to hiring@SRCaging.org or stop by for an
app: 3227 Chase St., Wheat Ridge. Great
place to work! EOE. Drug Free Workplace.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
FOR SALE
OLINGER CROWN HILL - Four lots in
a prime location - Sects. 1, 2, 3 & 4 of Unit
A, Lot 7, Blk 3. Current value is $3500 ea.;
asking $2500 each, or best offer. Includes
transfer fee. Call 303-601-7738.
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS
Risen Christ Catholic Parish has an immediate need for 2-3 part time Maintenance
Techs (15 to 25 hrs, various shifts). Light
repair, janitorial and handy man work.
Practicing Catholic. Please send resume to
Mike at mblupton@risenchristchurch.org.

St. Francis of Assisi Mausoleum - two
person niche in desireable lower level:
N-2, Tier F, #5. $3895, includes transfer fee.
Please call 303-792-3808

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
One plot in Sect. 29, $2750 OBO. Will pay
transfer fee. Call 720-298-3588 or email
tbettridge@comcast.net

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Excellent family plot: four side-by-side

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

NEED HELP?

EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

Service Directory |

Call 303-274-8611

HELP WANTED, cont’d

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
AND CONCRETE SERVICES

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

CALL
303-715-3212

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

To start, stop or change your
subscription...

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!

M D K REMODELING

LANDSCAPING

PLUMBING

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES

CONTACT:

Events & Announcements |

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

69 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Synod 2015 hopes

T

he XIV Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on
the Family begins with Mass in
St. Peter’s on October 4. No synod in
modern Catholic history has drawn such
worldwide
press attenGEORGE tion or
WEIGEL generated
such controversy
The Catholic Diﬀerence
within the
George Weigel is a
Church
distinguished senior fellow of
(with the
the Ethics and Public Policy
possible
Center in Washington, D.C.
exception
of the special synod called by John Paul
II to examine Vatican II on the twentieth anniversary of its conclusion).
Synods have typically been rather dull
affairs. The special Synod of 2014, called
by Pope Francis to prepare the Synod
about to begin, was anything but dull,
and the 2015 Synod promises to generate its share of fireworks, too.
But what of the Pope’s intention in
calling these two Synods, which was to
bring the light of revelation and reason
to bear on the crisis of marriage and the

family that is evident throughout the
twenty-first century world? What will
Synod 2015 say to the world that will
make the world think again about marriage and the family, before these two
essential building-blocks of civilization
are further dismantled and traduced?
At a conference in California this past
summer, I had the opportunity to discuss these questions publicly with an
old friend, Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn, OP, the archbishop of Vienna and
principal editor of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (a labor for which the
universal Church owes him a great debt
of gratitude). In his remarks, the cardinal wisely noted that “the best ally”
for the Church’s settled understanding
of marriage and the family is human
nature: “The concept of human nature is
debated and contested, but, nevertheless,
human nature exists….Catholic teaching
corresponds deeply to human nature.
If we do not believe there is a deep correspondence between what the Creator
wanted for men and women and [what
the Creator wanted] for the family, then,
of course, we have a problem.”
Indeed, we do, and one of my hopes

for Synod 2015 is that it challenges the
world (and the people of the Church)
to rediscover the truth that there are
truths built into us and into our relationships, truths of human nature that
we deny at the risk of personal unhappiness and social disarray.
And I have other hopes for Synod 2015.
I hope that the Synod boldly lifts up
the biblical and Christian view of marriage and the family as the Church’s
evangelical answer to the contemporary
crisis of marriage and the family.
I hope that the Synod does not bog
down over a narrow set of questions of
primary concern to northern European
bishops, who represent local churches
that have not fully embraced the New
Evangelization. The problems these
bishops wrestle with are real; I hope the
Synod fraternally challenges those bishops to embrace the truth of the Gospel,
rather than the further deconstruction
of the faith, as the beginning of a serious
pastoral response to their challenges.
I hope the bishops of Africa continue
to bear witness at Synod 2015 to their
people’s experience of Christian marriage as liberating, and that the African

bishops’ determination to be treated as
grown-ups, which was clear at Synod
2014, continues in Synod 2015.
I hope that the Synod heeds the
oft-repeated caution of Pope Francis
and does not produce a final report that
reads like the work of an international
non-governmental organization – an
error, it must be said, that was not
avoided in the working document for
Synod 2015, the Instrumentum Laboris.
And I hope that the Synod summons
the courage and humility to confess
that the Church’s own failures to speak
words of persuasive truth to the cultural
tsunami of the sexual revolution are a
significant factor in the crisis of marriage and the family around the world
today. The Church cannot ask the world
to take its settled teaching seriously
if the Church itself does not take that
teaching seriously. It would also be a
blessing if the Synod acknowledged
that, in St. John Paul II’s Theology of
the Body, Catholicism has a remarkable,
and pastorally proven, resource for
meeting the challenges of chastity, marriage, and family life today.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Christ in the City: Four reflections from Pope Francis’ visit

I

wouldn’t travel across the country,
sleep on the floor for five nights and
wait seven hours in line to see just
anyone.
But Pope Francis has this effect on
you.
MAKENA
Being
CLAWSON present at
Pope Francis’ visit to
PhiladelGuest Column
phia for
Makena Clawson is a
the World
missionary with Christ in
Meeting of
the City.
Families
moved me to a deeper encounter with
the Lord and to reflect on the beauty
of the family. Here are a few brief
moments that surprised me.
THE BEAUTY OF THE FAMILY

Pope Francis spoke of the beauty of
the family in a way that was appealing
to everyone at the Saturday night Festival of Families. Leaving his prepared
remarks, he spoke to the crowd with
enthusiasm and joy about truth, beauty
and goodness, and how all of these are
most visible in the family.
“But the most beautiful thing that
God did, says the Bible, was the family,”
Francis said.
Francis, taking a tip from himself in
Evangelii Gaudium, presented the heart

of the Gospel message with love and
captivated his audience. He proclaimed
that God’s love for the world is so great,
that even after the first man and woman
made a mistake, he didn’t abandon
them. He sent his son, and he sent him
to a family.
Preaching the Gospel isn’t something
to be ashamed of. Defending traditional
family isn’t something embarrassing.
Pope Francis gave us all an example of
how to be joyful witnesses of Christ’s
love and the beauty of the family. And his
message was met by thundering applause
from hundreds of thousands in the
crowd. Fear of rejection is not an excuse.
THE PRIVILEGED PLACE OF
PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS

During Francis’ visit to the United
States he visited elementary school
children, inmates and the homeless,
showing that he is a Pope for all. He also
reminded us of the special need to love
our own families.
As a Christ in the City missionary, I
see serving the homeless as one of the
main ways I can participate in Francis’ mission. But he told all families to
love especially the children and the
grandparents.
How easy it is to love strangers and
forget to love our own families! Loving
the children and elderly in our families

is not glamorous like going on a mission
trip to a far-away country. There is no
praise and affirmation. And there is no
break.
The opportunity to love our families,
especially the children and elders, is
widely applicable. There is no excuse to
refuse this challenge to love those closest to us even when it is difficult. And
the reward is great.
“The family is a factory of hope. A factory of resurrection,” Francis said.
FRANCIS’ HUMBLE PLEA FOR
PRAYERS

After being present at the Festival of
Families, and the Papal Mass, something
more than just the content of Francis’
words struck me.
The Holy Father asked me, a humble
sinner, to pray for him, and he reiterated the message both days.
“Pray for me. Don’t forget,” he said
after Mass on Sunday.
His humility in asking for prayers
from the entire crowd impressed me. He
doesn’t consider himself above the need
for prayers. He put himself on the same
level as each individual in the crowd,
recognizing that we can all communicate with God as he does.
How often we are nervous to ask for
prayers or accept prayers from others!
Then they might know I’m a sinner! They

might know I don’t have my life together!
I often think to myself. So I stick with
the safe answer of asking for prayers
for others I know who are sick or need
prayers.
Pope Francis humbly acknowledged
his need for God and asked us to intercede for him. We would be wise to follow
his example.
EXCITEMENT FOR THE POPE, AWE
FOR THE LORD

After waiting in line for hours and
cheering until we lost our voices, it
struck me how human Pope Francis is.
He is just a man. A very holy man, but a
man.
Am I willing to wait seven hours to see
Jesus in the Eucharist? Do I wait in such
eager anticipation to receive the Lord?
I would have fainted if Francis had
stopped to shake my hand, but Jesus
is constantly seeking me and loving
me, and he comes to dwell with me
physically.
After the excitement and anticipation of waiting to see the Holy Father
at Mass, the crowd’s reverence during
Communion was impressive. As Catholics, we recognize and rejoice in our
spiritual father on earth, and he points
us with love and tenderness toward the
Lord.
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Letting the fly out of the fly bottle

D

uring the Pope’s visit to America,
I had the privilege of commenting
for NBC News and for MSNBC.
Twice I was on for extended periods
with Brian Williams, the former anchor
for NBC Nightly News, and twice with
Chris Matthews, the host of Hardball.
I must say
BISHOP that both
ROBERT men are
BARRON very good
at what they
do, namely,
Word on Fire
keeping a
Bishop Robert Barron is the
conversafounder of the global ministry,
tion going
Word on Fire, and Auxiliary
a m o n g
Bishop of Los Angeles. He
several
is the creator of the award
winning documentary series
different
“Catholicism.”
people with
varying points of view and assuring that
things stay sufficiently lively and interesting. Like most gifted people, they
make their particular work seem effortless, but it is a delicate and dangerous
high-wire act that they are performing—
and all on live television. Williams is a
cool customer with a sly sense of humor,
and I might add a surprisingly detailed
knowledge of motor vehicles and aircraft,
whereas Matthews is more passionate,
brash, and unpredictable. I enjoyed
spending time with both of them.
A theme to which Chris Matthews
returned again and again was the role
of women in the Church. Like most liberally minded Catholics, he thinks that

women get the short end of the stick
most of the time and that simple justice demands that they be given equal
opportunity. Once he baldly introduced
the subject to me this way: “Bishop,
isn’t it true that, in the Catholic Church,
the management is all male while the
women do most of the grunt work? Why
can’t women be priests?” Another time,
he wondered, “how come all the bishops
are Republicans while all the nuns are
Democrats?” I certainly know how complex these questions are and how they
stir up such strong feelings on all sides,
but in responding to these questions, I
tried a technique that the philosopher
Wittgenstein referred to as “letting the
fly out of the fly bottle.” This means to
move the discussion into an entirely
different register so as to prevent all the
disputants from spending a lot of energy
only to end up in frustration.
I told Matthews that I thought it was
very important to revisit the largely
unrealized aspiration of the Vatican II
fathers to empower the laity to sanctify
the world. Priests, I explained, have as
their sole purpose the sanctification of
the laity through word and sacrament
precisely so as to enable great Catholic lawyers, business leaders, writers,
journalists, investors, parents, teachers,
etc. to make the world a holy place. The
book of Revelation holds out to us the
image of the heavenly Jerusalem, with
its streets of gold and gates of pearl,
but with no temple in it. The point is

that the city itself has become a temple,
which is to say, a place of right praise.
So what is the role of women in the
Church? How can women find more
power? By becoming world-transforming saints! Thérèse of Lisieux,
Bernadette of Lourdes, Mother Katharine Drexel, Mother Cabrini, Mother
Teresa, and Edith Stein all wielded more
real power than 99% of the priests and
bishops of their time. If we move our
attention away from the priesthood and
toward sainthood, we let the fly out of
the fly bottle.
During our coverage of the Pope’s
final Mass in Philadelphia, Brian Williams posed a question to all of the
commentators: “Isn’t it odd,” he asked,
“that those without families are setting the moral agenda for families?” A
number of the contributors chimed in,
more or less agreeing with this anomalous thought, and I felt obliged to
intervene. “As the only celibate on the
panel,” I said, “May I offer an opposing
point of view?” Borrowing a phrase
from the scholastic philosophers, I
said, “Brian, in regard to your question, nego majorem (I deny the major
premise). Priests, I explained, have
families. I then indicated the ring that I
received upon being ordained a bishop
and I said, “That’s a wedding ring, and
we are explicitly told never to take it
off, for it symbolizes our marriage to
the people we serve.” Then I quoted
my mentor, the late Cardinal Francis

George: “Priests are not bachelors; they
are married men, and they have spiritual children.” Celibacy should never be
understood in a purely negative way, as
though it amounts simply to the denial
of something. The no to marriage and
children in the ordinary sense is in
service of a far greater yes, the yes to a
wider, more inclusive, and more abiding
form of marriage and procreation. In
point of fact, the very familial implication of the celibate commitment is
precisely what makes priests uniquely
positioned to help and advise families.
Once again, the teaching of Vatican II
is apposite. Celibacy and marriage are
ordered to one another, since both are
ultimately in service of the sanctification of the world. When they are set up
as rivals or as mutually antagonistic, we
get a fly stuck in the fly bottle.
When Karol Wojtyla was Archbishop
of Krakow, he led his people in a careful
and prayerful reading of the documents
of Vatican II. I am convinced that
many of the disputes that we have in
the Church in this country are a function of not having done what Wojtyla
compelled his people to do. When
the properly theological and spiritual
framework falls away, all we are left
with is the political or psychological or
sociological framework—and this leads
to lots of bumping against the side of the
bottle.

The Pope’s little-noticed reflection on St. Joseph

S

ome 8,000 credentialed journalists
from all over the globe followed Pope
Francis around last month to document his six-day, three-city whirlwind
tour of the United States. They sought
to capture those surprising gestures that
have made our Pontiff the global superstar he is
today.
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babies
dressed like the Pope, countless selfies
taken with school children and adults
alike, and a little Fiat quietly making
its way through the streets of DC, New
York and Philly. And then there were
the words—the speeches and homilies,
20 in all, in which the Holy Father spoke
on all topics ranging from religious
liberty to the importance of family to

immigration.
There was one little address, however,
that seemed to go almost unnoticed,
most likely because it immediately followed the much-anticipated, first-ever
address by a Pope to a Joint Session of
Congress. Admittedly, that’s a hard act
to follow.
After leaving Capitol Hill, Pope
Francis headed directly to St. Patrick
in the City Parish, just minutes from
the corridors of power of our federal
government. Looking out on the faces
of those gathered in the parish, some
200 homeless assisted by Catholic
Charities, the Pope spoke from the heart
of a person he says he goes to often,
particularly when he’s “in a pinch.”
He then proceeded to give the most
beautiful reflection on St. Joseph I have
ever heard.
“You make me think of St. Joseph,” he
said. “Your faces remind me of his.” And
just like those gathered with him, the
Pope explained, St. Joseph “had to face
some difficult situations.”

Pope Francis noted that Christ
himself was born homeless. “We can
imagine what Joseph must have been
thinking,” he continued. “How is it that
the Son of God has no home?”
The Pontiff noted that many of those
present could ask the same question,
“Why are we homeless, why don’t we
have housing?”
He didn’t offer a political answer,
or a solution to the social injustices of
our time. What he did offer, however,
was a path forward for anyone facing a
difficult situation based on St. Joseph’s
quiet example of faith, charity and
prayer.
Joseph was “first and foremost” a man
of faith, Pope Francis said: “Faith gave
Joseph the power to find light just at the
moment when everything seemed dark.
Faith sustained him amid the troubles
of life. Thanks to faith, Joseph was
able to press forward when everything
seemed to be holding him back.
“In the face of unjust and painful
situations, faith brings us the light

which scatters the darkness. As it did
for Joseph, faith makes us open to the
quiet presence of God at every moment
of our lives, in every person and in every
situation.”
And God’s presence, he said, “spurs us
to charity.”
“Charity is born of the call of a God
who continues to knock on our door, the
door of all people, to invite us to love, to
compassion, to service of one another,”
the Pope commented.
Finally, the Holy Father encouraged
those present to pray the Our Father,
and to learn to say “Father” and “Dad”
when they pray.
“Prayer unites us,” he said. “It makes
us brothers and sisters. It opens our
hearts and reminds us of a beautiful
truth which we sometimes forget ... we
learn to see one another as brothers and
sisters. In prayer, there are no rich or
poor, there are sons and daughters,
sisters and brothers.”
For all of the addresses of Pope
Francis, visit http://archden.org.
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Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
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one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
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News & World Report.
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