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Planned Parenthood
scandal hits Denver
Local doctor, university implicated in undercover videos

A DENVER ABORTIONIST

BY MELISSA KEATING

A

LifeSiteNews and others have stated
that Ginde is the vice president of Planned
Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains
(PPRM). Her page on healthgrades.com
says that she is a 45-year-old specializing
in family medicine at PPRM, and that she
graduated from medical school at American University of the Caribbean, a school
which claims in its mission statement to
foster “the highest standards in professional ethics and competence.” Ginde is
also listed as a staff member at Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center in Denver.
The fourth video in the series “Human
Capital” has undercover journalists from
the Center for Medical Progress posing as
members of a group that wants to supply
fetal tissue to research groups. They are
shown discussing prices and Planned
Parenthood policies with Ginde.
“I think a per-item thing works a little
better, just because we can see how much
we can get out of it,” Ginde says
in the video.

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

t least one Colorado university
was named as a fetal tissue recipient in a series of undercover
videos on Planned Parenthood and the
alleged selling of baby parts. The latest
videos also show a Denver abortionist, Dr.
Savita Ginde, discussing Planned Parenthood’s methods of compensation for fetal
donations.
Lynn Grandon, executive director of
Lighthouse Women’s Center, said she
wasn’t surprised when she heard about
the alleged sale of baby parts, because she
had heard rumors of it for more than 10
years. However, she said it was still hard
to see a Denver clinic and a Colorado university in the videos.
“The reality is it’s happening right in
our backyard. We can’t be complacent,”
Grandon said.

Archbishop Samuel Aquila, shown
here outside Planned Parenthood,
called for a day of prayer and
penance Aug. 28.
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V
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

A month in Mexico

T

he medieval Christian emperor
Charlemagne once said, “To have
another language is to possess
a second soul.” For most of July I had
the privilege of experiencing the soul
of the people of Mexico while studying
Spanish at the Archdiocese of Puebla’s
seminary.
My days involved four hours of oneon-one intensive Spanish instruction,
and celebrating Mass in various parishes and convents, as well as with
Archbishop Víctor Sánchez of Puebla.
Part of the time I was in Puebla, I was
also joined by seven of our seminarians, who are in a two-month program
there that combines a three-week
stint in rural parishes with language
instruction.
The Pontifical Palafoxiano Seminary
is located on the northeastern side of
Puebla, Mexico—a city of about 2 million people, located about two hours
away from Mexico City. The climate is
similar to northern Colorado’s but with
rain almost every day. On the grounds
of the seminary, I was surrounded by
beauty and the constant presence of
lay people coming to its perpetual adoration chapel to specifically pray for
bishops, priests, deacons, seminarians
and vocations.
I was deeply touched when I would
go to adoration and see the number of
people who came to pray before our
Lord. Each hour was covered by two or
more people praying, and often I would
see families come for a Holy Hour. It
was wonderful to see a mother and
father come in with their three, four or
five children, fall on their knees, and
pray before our Eucharistic Lord.
I was also edified by the faith of the

people who attended the closing Mass
of Archbishop Sánchez’s three-week
pastoral visit to the rural parishes in the
sierras. He invited me to concelebrate
the visit’s closing Mass, which included
a solemn procession from one church
to another, followed by an impressive
fiesta. During that Mass, I saw and felt
the simple faith of the people who gave
of themselves generously, despite their
material poverty.
These experiences helped me appreciate the presence and faith of the more
than 300,000 Latino Catholics in the
Archdiocese of Denver in a deeper way.
The fact is, 52 percent of the Catholics
in the archdiocese are Hispanic and
about 80 percent of them come from
Mexico. But too often language and
cultural differences prevent our Church
from experiencing the gifts of all our
brothers and sisters. That is why the
ability to speak Spanish and understand
Latino devotions has become more and
more important for all priests and deacons who serve in our archdiocese to
acquire, and why I set aside a month to

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE

@ArchbishopDen

Aug. 9: Mass, Guardian Angels Parish, Mead (9
a.m. and 10:30 a.m.)
Aug. 10: Annual Mass for the Equestrian Order
of the Holy Sepulchre, St. Thomas More Parish,
Centennial (6:30 p.m.)

July 30
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improve my Spanish.
My time in Puebla was also a good
reminder to me about the importance
of growing professionally and spiritually. I hear from some priests and
lay people who tell me that they just
can’t find the time for continuing
education. But our parishes, families and children suffer if we don’t
make personal and professional
growth a priority. We owe them
and our Lord the best we can
give.
The schedule of classes
and the difficulty of learning another language in
such a short period of time
was demanding, but I was
inspired by the dedication

and faith of the priests who minister
in the Puebla archdiocese. One priest
shared with me that there are priests
who say nine Masses each Sunday
because the need is so great. I was
stunned to hear another priest say that
he presided over 17 Masses on the Feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe so that all the
people could attend Mass.
Their heroic examples, combined
with my love for the Latino faithful of
our archdiocese, were present with me
as I studied.
It is my hope that Our Lady of Guadalupe will guide me, the Latino Catholics
of the archdiocese, and all the faithful
in growing closer to her son and that he
will increase our unity as a Church.

Archbishop Samuel Aquila,
while in Mexico taking an
intensive Spanish-language course,
concelebrates Mass with Puebla’s
Archbishop Víctor Sánchez,
pictured on the left. PHOTO PROVIDED
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Archbishop
Samuel
Aquila
processes
with
Archbishop
Víctor
Sánchez
and other
faithful
in the
Archdiocese
of Puebla
during a
monthlong visit
to Mexico.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Vatican Notes

US bishops respond to
Planned Parenthood videos
Cardinal
Sean Patrick
O’Malley
responds to
a series of
undercover videos
released
exposing
Planned
Parenthood’s
handling of
baby parts.
PHOTO BY STEPHEN

T

DRISCOLL/CNA

he chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life
Activities responded to videos
exposing Planned Parenthood’s use of fetal
tissues that has gained national and international attention. Cardinal Seán O’Malley,
archbishop of Boston, cited Pope Francis’
teaching on abortion and said that the heart
of the controversy should be that both
abortion and the obtaining of fetal tissue
through abortion are an attack on human
dignity. “Pope Francis has called abortion
the product of a ‘widespread mentality of
profit, the throwaway culture, which has
today enslaved the hearts and minds of so
many,’” the cardinal said. “The recent news
stories concerning Planned Parenthood

direct our attention to two larger issues
involving many institutions in our society,” he added. “The first is abortion itself:
a direct attack on human life in its most vulnerable condition. The second is the now
standard practice of obtaining fetal organs
and tissues through abortion. Both actions
fail to respect the humanity and dignity of
human life. This fact should be the center
of attention in the present public controversy.” Cardinal O’Malley also reached
out to those who might be experiencing
“revived trauma” due to the videos, which
show graphic conversations and images
from abortion. He encouraged support
and counseling through Project Rachel, an
abortion healing ministry. SOURCE: ZENIT.ORG

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Francis eﬀect Pope calls Cubans Pope ﬁrst to sign
grips Bolivian
to overcome
up for WYD
Less than 24 hours after
prison
hostilities
registration opened for

Pope Francis’ July 10
visit to a prison in Bolivia
became a turning point
for inmates. The pope
told inmates and workers,
“The man who is standing
before you is one who
has been forgiven. A man
who was and is saved
from his many sins.” One
witness at the Palmasola
Prison said, “People
cried together, and their
eyes were filled with joy
and hope,” Father Leonardo da Silva Costa said.
“The police, the secuerity guards, came away
from the meeting with
a joy that was unusual,
brotherly, a smile unlike
any other.” SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

Pope Francis, who will
visit Cuba Sept. 19-22 as
a “missionary of mercy,”
will ask Cubans to abandon their hostilities
and bitterness. Father
Jose Felix Perez, who is
helping prepare for the
papal visit, said the pope
will invite the people
to reverse “attitudes of
hostility, indifference
and contempt. All that
has to do with rancor.”
In its place there must
be “benevolence” and
“mercy.”
The priest pointed out
the pope “is very sensitive
to the subject of poverty”
and will likely make
reference to the poor in
some way. SOURCE: ZENIT.ORG

next year’s World Youth
Day (WYD)
in Krakow,
45,000
people
had signed
up. Pope
Francis was
the first to register. He
announced the theme of
the meeting would revolve
around mercy. Twenty five
years after its start, WYD
will return to Poland, the
home of St. John Paul
II who initiated it. The
July 26-31 WYD theme is
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy,” and is part of the
extraordinary holy year
which will begin Dec. 8.
SOURCE: NEWS.VA

4

AUGUST 8-21, 2015 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Cover Story

A

«1|

Ginde also said that affiliates
in “a really anti state that’s
going to be doing this [tissue procurement] for you, they’re probably going to
get caught.”
The footage at the end of the video
shows Ginde looking through an aborted
fetus’ remains in a pie dish, looking for
usable parts. At one point, she says, “It’s
a baby.” Towards the end, while searching
for a leg, another person in the room is
heard saying, “And another boy!”
Planned Parenthood of the Rocky
Mountains was unavailable for comment, as all communication other than
patient appointments and donations
was removed from their website. The
situation surrounding their website shutdown was unclear, as they at first claimed
they had been hacked, then changed
their statement to say they were doing
“maintenance”.
The video also shows Ginde saying that
at least one Colorado university has used
tissue from PPRM.
“We do tissue collection for CU—CSU
[Colorado State University] in Fort
Collins collected some,” Ginde said. It
appeared she was only referring to CSU.
CSU IMPLICATED

In response to the video, U.S. Rep Doug
Lamborn (R-CO) wrote to CSU’s president, Tony Frank, expressing concern
over the videos. CSU sent Frank’s reply
to Denver Catholic.
Frank says he does “not believe that
Colorado State University has violated
federal or Colorado state law.”
The state law he is referring to, Colorado Revised Statute 25-2-111.5, states
that “No physician or institution that
performs procedures for the induced
termination of pregnancy shall transfer
such tissue for valuable consideration
to any organization or person that conducts research using fetal tissue or that
transplants fetal tissue for therapeutic
purposes.”
According to Frank’s letter, the law
is “directed at physicians and institutions that perform procedures for the
induced termination of pregnancy,

i

which Colorado State University does
not perform.”
According to the letter, CSU is currently using human fetal tissue in a
project investigating a cure for HIV/
AIDS. The project is backed by the
National Institutes of Health, which is a
part of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.
Frank said that CSU did not acquire
any fetal tissue directly from an institution that performs abortions, including
Planned Parenthood. Instead, they use
FDA regulated and approved providers.
One of these companies is a group
called Stem Express. Frank also sent
Denver Catholic invoices indicating that
CSU gave Stem Express over $1,000 for
fetal livers and a thymus. Stem Express
changed their website after the first
video, but the Center for Medical Progress published still shots of the old site,
in which they promised financial gain to
abortion facilities who partnered with
them.
The head of the Center for Medical
Progress, David Daleiden, said in an
interview with CNN that Stem Express
is trying to stifle a particular meeting
between investigative journalists and top
Stem Express officials.
“Their leadership admitted that
they sometimes get fully intact fetuses
shipped to their laboratory from the
abortion clinics that they work with,
and that could be prima facie evidence
of born-alive infants. And so that’s why
they’re trying to suppress that videotape
and they’re very scared of it,” Daleiden
said.
Frank’s letter said that CSU has not
received fetal tissue from Stem Express
since 2013. However, the HIV/AIDS project, which uses fetal tissue, is still ongoing
and has been for over 15 years. Frank
said that CSU now procures tissue from
a nonprofit group called ABR. A Planned
Parenthood employee in another film
said PP sometimes uses ABR as well.
CSU also send Denver Catholic a
memorandum from the CSU Biotethics Advisory Committee to Frank. The
memorandum states that CSU uses the

tissue to create blood stem cells from the
liver and thymus. These cells are used to
create a “human-like immune system
in an immune-deficient mouse to study
HIV,” the memorandum said.
The memorandum also stated that “the
procurement of fetal tissue is supported
by NIH through research grants and execution of the research and is reimbursed
as part of the sponsored research grants.”
However, in acquiring fetal tissues,
none of the CSU faculty and researchers was given information regarding the
source of the tissue, and whether it came
from a forced abortion or a miscarriage,
according to the memorandum.
In his letter to Lamborn, Frank said
that the university will “seek alternatives
to aborted fetal tissue sources” and that
they will suspend “any further acquisition of fetal tissue from Stem Express or
other venders implicated in the Planned
Parenthood investigation pending the
outcome of the Congressional inquiry.”
THE CATHOLIC RESPONSE

Grandon encouraged fellow Catholics
to seek a balance between their anger and
the need to be compassionate.
“As Catholics, we need to be extra vigilant and attentive because there are
going to be women in our pews who see
these videos, and this exposure is going
to reopen wounds of abortion that have
been buried for many years, especially for
those who were told to sign those waivers and that the “tissue” was going to be
used in a positive manner. Now they’re
going to have the realization that these
were complete babies who were dismembered,” Grandon said.
Grandon encouraged people to become
informed about the many services offered
through Catholic Charities for women in
crisis pregnancies, or who have had an
abortion.
“This is the time for Christians and
all Catholics of goodwill to get rid of the
complacency about this issue. This isn’t
somebody else’s issue. This is our sisters
and brothers in our backyard who are
going to be hurting from this, and we
need to be there for them,” Grandon said.

CRISIS PREGNANCY RESOURCES IN DENVER

Pregnant mothers

Young Mothers

Lighthouse Women’s
Center

Gabriel House

Provides testing,
counseling, and will
connect mothers to
resources, including
shelter.
www.
lighthousedenver.org
303-320-8352
info@
lighthousedenver.org

Provides young
mothers with children
with food, clothing,
formula, diapers, and
referrals to programs
they need to make a
life with their child,
including education
programs.
www.gabrielhouse
denver.org
303-377-1577
gabrielhousedenver@
gmail.com

Little Flower
Assistance Center

Post-abortive men
and women

All mothers

Provides food
assistance, clothing
assistance, job search
assistance, help with
money management
and budgeting skills,
and referrals to other
support agencies for
assistance.

Project Rachel

Provides counseling,
shelter, food banks,
education, day care,
an adoption services.

www.ccdenver.org/
the-little-flower
(303) 360-9686

Provides direct care
to women, men and
families who have
been affected by
abortion.
www.ccdenver.org/
help-after-abortion
720-377-1351

Catholic Charities

www.ccdenver.org

A time to pray

H

orrific videos revealing
Planned Parenthood’s
dealings with aborted baby
parts moved Colorado’s bishops to
call for a day of prayer.
“We call on all people of good will
in Colorado and beyond to pray
that those involved in research and
medicine will fix their sights on
recognizing the sacredness of life
and refrain from putting human
life at the service of science,” the
bishops stated July 31.
A just society should protect the
most innocent, they continued.
“A society can only be considered
socially just if it protects the most
vulnerable among us,” they stated.
The bishops—Archbishop
Samuel Aquila of Denver, Bishop
Michael Sheridan of Colorado
Springs and Bishop Stephen Berg
of Pueblo—together called for a
statewide day of prayer and penance Aug. 28.
The day is meant to call prayerful attention to those involved
in Planned Parenthood’s alleged
collection and sale of aborted baby
organs and to seek an end to the
abortion giant’s destruction.
The series of videos released by
the nonprofit Center for Medical
Progress, who posed as fetal tissue
buyers at Planned Parenthood facilities, caused a reaction across the
country. The undercover footage hit
close to home when a Denver abortionist at Planned Parenthood of
the Rocky Mountains was shown.
“One of the reports includes a
video of Planned Parenthood’s
senior director of medical services
casually discussing how their clinics extract the organs of aborted
babies and make them available
to researchers through procurement companies,” the bishops
commented.
Some evidence revealed the
abortion provider supplies baby
parts to procurement companies
that in turn sell the tissue. Colorado State University in Fort
Collins is one entity suspected of
purchasing baby organs.
The bishops urge clergy and
faithful to observe the day and
offer reparation for the offenses
against life.
Some suggested observances
include attending Mass, meditating in Scripture, spending time
in adoration, praying the rosary,
reciting the Chaplet of the Divine
Mercy, praying the Way of the
Cross, and fasting and abstaining
from meat.
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Beauty a universal path to Christ, speaker says

I

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

f a Christian, a Jew, a Muslim and an
atheist all gather in a field to watch a
sunrise, they will likely share a similar experience.
“If they have any sort of life in them,
they’re going to experience the beauty
of that sunrise—the sky changing color
and probably look at the sun as it comes
over the horizon,” said Joseph Pearce,
a prolific Catholic writer in residence
at Aquinas College in Tennessee. “And
they’ll be uplifted and edified by the
experience. They will feel that they’ve
experienced something good.”
They have something common—an
appreciation for beauty, he said.
Beauty is considered one of three universal supernatural experiences called
transcendentals—including truth and
goodness—that Pearce said is key to leading an anti-Christian world to God.
In the first of a series of talks for the
2015-2016 Archbishop’s Lecture Series,
Pearce will share how great works of

literature and fine art can depict a beauty
that transcends divisions and attracts a
world resistant to reason.
“We live in an age of relativism. It makes
it difficult to actually engage people on
level of reason because they’re out of the
habit of reasoning. It’s all about opinion
and feelings,” he told the Denver Catholic. “Evangelizing through the power
of beauty is a powerful way of reaching
people. People can still be touched by the
beauty of nature, the beauty of art … as
the great poets and artists have shown.”
On Sept. 1, Pearce will kick-off the lecture series in the Archdiocese of Denver
centered on the theme “Truth, Goodness and Beauty: Avenues for the New
Evangelization.”
“Archbishop Samuel Aquila chose the
theme for the lecture series because he
wants Catholics in northern Colorado to
think about how they can live and present the Gospel in new ways,” said David
Uebbing, chancellor for the archdiocese.
“Being a part of the new evangelization
means creatively seeking ways to bring
the Gospel into our families, friendships
and workplaces. That’s not an easy task,
so this year’s lecture series is designed

i

LECTURE SERIES
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Sept. 1
Joseph Pearce
RSVP:
renee.birt@archden.org

UPCOMING SPEAKERS
Nov. 3	Jonathan Reyes
Feb. 23	Mother Agnes Donovan
May 9	Scott Hahn

to help give people the intellectual and
practical background to do that, and do
it with joy.”
This year’s series provides the faith community with a social and intellectual forum
featuring well-known Catholic leaders lecturing on current topics. The events begin
at 7 p.m. in the St. John Vianney Seminary
refectory, 1300 S. Steele St., with a half hour
of socializing with drinks and appetizers
before an hour lecture and Q-and-A with
the speaker. Uebbing said each speaker will
also spend time with Augustine Institute

graduate students for an informal discussion about the night’s topic.
Pearce, a native of England who directs
Aquinas College’s Center for Faith and
Culture and is executive director of Catholic Courses, has written extensively on
Christian literary figures and lectured on
the Catholic underpinnings of bestselling
books like The Lord of the Rings and The
Hobbit.
“We need to recognize here that in the
list of top 10 bestselling books of all time,
The Lord of the Rings is normally listed as
second or third and The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe is always in the top 10,
too, and the Hobbit is hovering just outside,” he said.
These are books read by people of all
backgrounds and faiths, he said. Together
with art such as Michelangelo’s Pietà or
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, beauty can
serve as a tool to draw people to Christ.
“The point is that the beauty of art, the
beauty of literature, the beauty of music,
the beauty of nature is a very, very powerful evangelical weapon of apologetics
in our relativistic age,” Pearce said. “Anything beautiful always leads to the truth
and goodness of God.”

VERY SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER:
COACH LOU HOLTZ!

S AV E T H E D AT E!

122nd Annual Feast of St. Rocco

Father Woody’s
Haven of Hope

This is the 122nd annual feast of St. Rocco held in Denver, CO and
the 89th year Potenza Lodge has organized the event.

POTENZA LODGE HALL

Jay Gould Center

1900 W. 38th Ave., 38th & Shoshone

Annual Fundraising Dinner

I-25 to the 38th Ave. exit, 38th Ave. West to Shoshone St.

Friday & Saturday: August 14 and 15th, 2015 5:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Sunday, August 16 4:00pm – 9:00pm
FOOD

Italian Sausage Sausage
sandwiches, Pizza,
Hot dogs, Meat Ball
sandwiches, Pizza Fritta,
Cake, Pizzelles and Ice
Cream Treats. Beverages,
including beer and wine.

GAMES Chances to win Italian
Salami, Cheese, Olive Oil,
Italian bowls, Homemade

Join us as we honor the volunteers
of Father Woody’s Haven of Hope
with a very special announcement.

cakes. Children games.
RAFFLE Grand prize $3,000
2nd prize $1,000
3rd & 4th prizes $500
Limited number of
tickets sold
License #2015-09709

MUSIC

Friday, Saturday, &
Sunday Music by “Da
Boogie Man”

SUNDAY’S PROCESSION
St. Rocco is the Patron Saint of Potenza Lodge. The blessing and traditional
bidding for the honor of carrying the St. Rocco statue in solemn procession
will begin following SUNDAY’S 11:00 AM MASS AT OUR LADY of MOUNT
CARMEL CHURCH, 3549 NAVAJO STREET, DENVER, CO 80211

www.potenzalodge.com

C H AN G ED
TI M E &
!
LO C AT IO N

Saturday, October 10 ,2015
5:00pm – 9:30pm
Hyatt Regency Denver
at the Colorado Convention Center
650 16th St. * Denver 80202
Emcee for the Evening
John Ferrugia, Channel 7 News

For more information, to make a reservation or to find out about
sponsorship opportunities at the event, contact Melinda 303-607-0855 x4
or Cindy 303-607-0855 x5 or email Melinda@frwoodyshavenofhope.org
or cindy@frwoodyshavenofhope.org
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NEEDWeA HOME
LOAN?
can help.

Little Sisters appeal to
Supreme Court

Whether you’re purchasing or refinancing,
we offer competitive rates and great
service for:
• Fixed and adjustable rate loans
• Terms up to 30 years
• Low fixed-rate 10-year loan
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations to
make your appointment to
get a home loan designed
just for you.

Already have a
home loan with
us? Forward this
information on to
someone who may
not! We consider
all credit situations
so inquire today.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NMLS #644618
All loans are subject to approved credit and
membership eligibility requirements.

Bringing Catholic Values to Financial Services

Embrace your Spiritual Journey!

Summer MOVE-IN SPECIAL
Call today to learn more about
our summer move-in special
and how you can get 2 months
rent-free 303-964-3804
A faith driven, warm
and welcoming environment
offering a variety of living
options:
• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care Secured Unit
• Adult Day Programs
• On-site Physician Clinic
• Respite Care
• Daily Mass
Time-limits on special may apply.

2835 W. 32nd Ave., Denver
centuraseniors.org/thegardens
Centura Health does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, creed, ancestry, sexual
orientation, and marital status in admission, treatment, or participation in its programs, services and activities, or in employment. For further information
about this policy contact Centura Health’s Office of the General Counsel at 303-804-8166. Copyright ©Centura Health 2015

The Little Sisters of the Poor, shown here walking with attorneys to a Denver federal court, took their case to the Supreme Court. PHOTO BY BERNARD GRANT/DENVER CATHOLIC
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

T

he Little Sisters of the Poor will
pursue their last hope in the
drawn-out legal battle over religious freedom by taking their plea to the
Supreme Court.
The order of sisters will ask the court for
relief from the Health and Human Services
(HHS) mandate that requires contraception, abortifacients and sterilizations in
employee health coverage—a move they
say violates their religious beliefs.
The Little Sisters and their attorneys
from the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty announced July 23 that they filed
a petition asking the Supreme Court to
hear their case and grant them protection from the HHS mandate, a part of the
Affordable Care Act.
The decision came shortly after
the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
rejected their claim that the mandate
would be a violation of their conscience,
and ordered them to violate their religious beliefs or pay millions in IRS
penalties. The Little Sisters argue participation in the mandate “would make
them morally complicit in sin, would contradict their public witness to the value of
life, and would immorally run the risk of
misleading others.”
Sister Loraine Marie Maguire, Mother

The Little Sisters care for the elderly
poor. DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

Provincial of the Little Sisters, said they
only wish to serve the elderly poor.
“As Little Sisters of the Poor, we dedicate our lives to serving the neediest in
society, with love and dignity,” she said.
“We perform this loving ministry because
of our faith and simply cannot choose
between our care for the elderly poor
and our faith, and we shouldn’t have to.
We hope the Supreme Court will hear our
case and ensure that people from diverse
faiths can freely follow God’s calling in
their lives.”
The Supreme Court may consider the
case in late September or early October
and a decision could be made before the
end of the court’s term in June 2016.
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Seminarians pilot Puebla program
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

S

t. John Vianney Theological Seminary tried a new Spanish immersion
program this summer, hoping to
familiarize future priests with both the
Spanish language and popular Hispanic
piety.
Father Jim Crisman, director of the
office of vocations, said in the past, seminarians have gone to Puebla, Mexico, and
stayed with host families. This year, the
seminarians were welcomed into Puebla’s Seminario Polifoxiano.
“This is much more appropriate for a
seminarian, as it addresses the four pillars of human, spiritual, intellectual and
pastoral formation,” Father Crisman said.
He said the goal of the program was to
help the seminarians communicate in
social situations, understand the history,
the culture, and especially the popular
piety. He hopes that all of this will help
them serve Denver’s many Hispanic
Catholics.
“We want them to be able to pick up
the missal, or the ritual rite for baptism
or marriage, in Spanish and just be able
to go with it,” Father Crisman said.
Daniel Wolbach was one of the seven
seminarians in the program. He said
the experience required a complete
immersion.
“It was my first time doing anything out
of the country, so at first I really didn’t
have any idea of what to expect. The first
week of adjustment was kind of hard,
because I was in a new country and I had
very little experience of the Spanish language, so I really hit the ground running,”
Wolbach said.
The seminarians began training shortly
after Memorial Day. They spent a week
at St. John Vianney, learning the fundamentals of Spanish grammar, and how to
say the Mass and Liturgy of the Hours in
Spanish. Then they went to Puebla, where
they remained until Aug. 2. They began

their Puebla immersion by spending 20
hours a week in the classroom. Outside
of that, they were with other seminarians.
“We’re living at the seminary, so we’re
around formators and seminarians for
a month. We were able to see how they
interact with each other, and the formation of the priest down in Mexico,”
Wolbach said.
They spent their weekends at parishes,
serving Mass and teaching catechesis.
They then broke into mission teams,
doing pastoral immersion in the mountains. Wolbach said this helped him learn
about Hispanic piety.

“

We’re living at the seminary,
so we’re around formators
and seminarians for a month. We
were able to see how they interact
with each other, and the formation
of the priest down in Mexico.”
DANIEL WOLBACH

“It definitely helps to understand the
devotions that the Hispanic community
has. It’s not just Our Lady of Guadalupe—
it’s St. Jude, St. Charbel. They also have
some common prayers after Mass,” Wolbach said. “It also helped me understand
how to minister to Hispanics. They’re so
family-oriented. You’re never just ministering to one person.”
Archbishop Samual Aquila also spent
the month in Puebla, improving his Spanish. Crisman said the entire project was
due to the hospitality of Puebla’s Archbishop Víctor Sánchez and his desire to
help Denver clergy serve the Hispanic
population.
“He was unbelievably generous. When
he heard how many Hispanics we have,
he just wanted to help,” Father Crisman
said.
Father Crisman said he hopes they can
continue this program in the future.
“Having our seminarians learn this can
be life-altering,” he said.

Seminarians from Denver in the Archdiocese of Puebla take part in a
Eucharistic prosession. PHOTO PROVIDED

If ever there was a time to pray, it’s now!

IN THEATERS

AUGUST 28
FIND THEATERS AND GET TICKETS TODAY!

Special Advance Shows
Thursday, August 27 in Select Locations

WarRoomTheMovie.com

WarRoomTheMovie.com/Groups
WarRoomMovieResources.com
© 2015 AFFIRM Films & Provident Films. All Rights Reserved.
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Local scholars contribute to Didache Bible
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

T

wo local professors contributed
to the recently released Didache
Bible, available through Ignatius

Press.
The Didache Bible is a complete Bible
(RSV-CE, Ignatius edition). It includes
commentary based on the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, as well as 105 apologetical explanations, a comprehensive
list of Biblical terms, and a topical index,
among other features.
Father Andreas Hoeck, associate professor at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, served on the editorial board
for the Bible. John LaBarbara, chief
operating officer of ENDOW (Educating
on the Nature and Dignity of Women),
FOCUS (the Fellowship of Catholic University Students), and adjunct professor
at the Denver Catholic Biblical School,
edited the apologetics section.
LaBarbara said that he and the other
editors hope The Didache Bible will help
the laity fulfill their mission.
He said he hopes the laity “will

understand their faith and be able to
explain it to others simply and concisely,
and be able to answer that call of 1 Peter
to ‘make a defense’ with gentleness and
reverence, where they can just clearly
explain the primary teachings of the
Church and enable others to come in [to
communion with the Church].”
Father James Socias, vice president
of the nonprofit Midwest Theological
Forum, contacted LaBarbara about writing the apologetical inserts.
“He [Socias] had a dream back then, of
writing a commentary on Scripture that
actually brought the relevant parts of the
catechism into the text right there and
talked about and applied it, and brought
in the Church Fathers as well, since the
catechism is so full of those,” LaBarbara
said.
The mission was simple. The catechism is full of Scriptural references,
however, there was nothing that offered
a Bible annotated with references to the
catechism.
“We want to show, through the catechism, that this is all one—the
Magisterium, the teachings, are the same
thing. They aren’t in conflict, you don’t

THE DIDACHE BIBLE
Ignatius edition | www.ignatius.com

have to reconcile them, they’re actually
teaching the same thing,” LaBarbara said.
The apologetical inserts were a
response to a problem both Socias and
LaBarbara saw in their ministries.
“One of the things that Father Socias
sees all the time in his work, and then
myself as an adjunct professor at the
[Denver Catholic] Biblical School, was
seemingly a generation of folks who
just don’t know those basic answers to
the faith. In 1 Peter 3:15-16 we’re told to
always make a defense to anyone who
calls for you to account for the hope that
is within you. So many times we would

find people weren’t able to do that. They
knew what they believed, they knew what
the Church taught, but they weren’t able
to explain it succinctly and clearly and
pull in the actual teachings of the Church
in a way that they could share with someone else,” LaBarbara said.
LaBarbara’s answer to this problem was
to create a year-long apologetics course
for the Biblical school. It was during
this time that Father Socias wanted to
write apologetic inserts, so he asked for
LaBarbara’s help. LaBarbara used the
same tone he uses in his apologetics
course.
“We want people to simply be able to
explain. Because if you understand it, it’s
going to help you in your own personal
faith walk. If you understand it, you can
then explain it to others. It should work
equally for both defense and personal
growth,” LaBarbara said.
He said he was also excited to learn
that Father Hoeck helped develop the
commentaries.
“It’s pretty fun that two of us Denver
guys were so involved in the project. It
just worked out that way,” LaBarbara
said.

HOLY LAND FRANCISCAN

PILGRIMAGES
1-800-566-7499

Leading & Planning Pilgrimages
for over 100 years!
All pilgrimages include:
•
•
•
•

Access to the Holy Sites
Daily Mass
Christian guides
Complete itinerary of activities
HOLY LAND

•
•
•
•

Ground Transportation
Airfare
Breakfast and dinner daily
First class hotels

February 18 - 27, 2016

$3,265

March 17 - 28, 2016

$3,560 *Easter

HOLY LAND & JORDAN

March 9 - 19, 2016

$3,593

FATIMA & LOURDES

April 11 - 20, 2016

$3,665

Create your own custom itinerary! 1-800-566-7499

HolyLandPilgrimages.org • info@HolyLandPilgrimages.org
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Biblical and Catechetical schools
to welcome new director

Help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
Denver Metro Council Feed,
Clothe and Shelter the Poor.

Nicholas Lebish, pictured with his wife and children, will succeed
Ben Akers as director in August. PHOTO PROVIDED
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

T

he Denver Catholic Catechetical
and Biblical schools said farewell
to its director of six years and will
welcome a new leader in August.
Ben Akers, director of the two schools
overseen by St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, left his position in July.
But he didn’t go far.
Akers is currently working on his
doctoral dissertation and joined the
Augustine Institute in Englewood as an
assistant dean and associate professor of
theology on Aug. 1.
“I’m excited to continue working in the
new evangelization for the Archdiocese
of Denver,” Akers said. “It blows me away
how blessed we are in this archdiocese
with so many wonderful opportunities to
grow in knowledge and love of the faith.”
Akers became the director six years
ago after studying in Rome and leading a
study abroad program for Christendom
College.
While director, he increased enrollment in the schools from 660 to more
than 1,000 students, he said, and
increased the number of teachers to
four full-time instructors and 12 adjunct
instructors.
He also initiated the weekly practice
of Lectio Divina, or prayerful reading of
the Scriptures, among students enrolled
in classes.
“The Biblical school and Catechetical
school are incredible jewels of the archdiocese,” Akers said. “It’s been a wonderful
experience to not only work with great
people but especially to get to know the
students from all walks of life and see how
the word of God impacts their life. It’s been
really encouraging and edifying for me.”

GIVE, WALK,
HELP US.

i

Ben Akers
left his
position
as director
of the two
schools
and joined
the faculty
at the
Augustine
Institute
Aug. 1.
PHOTO PROVIDED

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

Denver Catholic Biblical and
Catechetical Schools

8th Annual

Friends of The Poor Walk
Saturday, September 26th 8:30AM
Our Lady of Loretto Catholic Church
18000 E. Arapahoe Road
Aurora, CO 80016

Go to PoorWalk.SVDPden.org
for Walk details.

Lace up your Tennies and
Help Us Help the Poor.

www.sjvdenver.edu/programs-of-study
303-715-3195

Akers said he’ll continue to attend his
church, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, with
his wife and children and will give talks
at parishes across the archdiocese.
“I’m still in the archdiocese working
for the new evangelization just down the
road,” he said.
The schools announced Nicholas
Lebish will succeed Akers as director
starting Aug. 17.
Lebish holds a doctorate of ministry
in theological studies and is finishing a
second doctorate in education, both from
the Graduate Theological Foundation in
Indiana.
After converting from evangelical Protestantism to Catholicism while studying
at San Diego State University, he moved
to Italy to study philosophy and sacred
theology at the Pontifical University of
the Holy Cross in Rome.
Lebish lived in Italy for five years and
met his wife in Rome. They have a daughter and a son.
He brings with him 10 years of experience in Catholic ministry and education
and is the founder and director of an
adult education apostolate “Splendor of
Truth Ministries” that offers free talks,
mini-courses and retreats for adults.
“He has a special passion for adult faith
formation,” said Akers, who knew Lebish
when he lived in Rome. “He’s going to
bring that to this archdiocese, and I think
we’ll be really blessed with what he brings.
I expect a really smooth transition.”
Lebish is moving to Denver with his
family from Kentucky.

FUNFEST 2015
QUEEN OF PEACE PARISH
ANNUAL MULTI-CULTURAL FAMILY FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 NOON - 9:00 P.M.

13120 E. KENTUCKY AVE., AURORA, CO 80012

COME, BRING YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS
AND CELEBRATE WITH US!!!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR & DON’T MISS OUT
ON THIS FUN-FILLED FESTIVAL!!

FEATURING:

MORE INFORMATION CALL:

(303) 364-1056

• DELICIOUS ETHNIC FOODS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD
• FUN KID’S GAMES & RIDES
• LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT
• ONSITE RELAXING CHAIR MASSAGE
• BEST RAFFLES & PRIZES IN TOWN!!!
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The talk a child may not
be too young to hear
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

J

ennifer and Greg Willits’ 11 year old
sensed a significant event happened
when the Supreme Court made a
ruling on same-sex unions.
Seeing rainbow flags in their newspaper and hearing his parents talk about the
court, their son asked if the court ruled
that rainbow flags are homosexual.
“That just illustrates how simple children will see it,” said Jennifer, in sharing
her child’s effort to understand the
court’s ruling. “We explained it’s really
about same-sex attraction.”
The Willits, with children ranging from
ages 6 to 17 who attend public school,
decided to face the issue.
“Parents are being forced to have very

complex conversations earlier and earlier with the pervasiveness of same-sex
attraction on the TV shows they want to
watch or at school,” she said.
The key, said Greg, who is the executive
director of the Evangelization and Family
Life Ministries Office for the Archdiocese
of Denver and co-hosts “The Catholics
Next Door” podcast with his wife, is to
be honest and upfront about the beauty
of bodies and sexuality at a young age.
“Had we not been so open about sexuality with our kids from the outset,
about the beauty of bodies the way God
made them, and how men and women fit
together so perfectly for a God-made purpose, the conversation about same-sex
marriages would have been even more
difficult than it was,” he told the Denver
Catholic.
Communicating a respect for their

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
Harry Stevenson
52 Years

Matt Whaley
27 Years

Lloyd Swint
11 Years

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the needs
of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable options
is at the heart of what we do.
With more than a 90 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley and Lloyd
Swint have assisted families with care and compassion.
Today, their experience, combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels,
is virtually unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

own and other’s bodies laid a foundation
to help their children see the purpose
of bodies that can only be fulfilled in a
marriage between a man and a woman,
he said.
After the justices ruled 5-4 in the case
Obergefell v. Hodges to open the door to
same-sex unions in all 50 states, local
clergy and parents weighed in on navigating the topic with the youngest members
of society.
NOT A ONE-TIME TALK

Kevin and Lisa Cotter have younger
children, ages 9, 6, and 22 months. They
are homeschooling their children. However, their daughter Mary Clare, 9, quickly
realized something had happened after
the court’s decision.
“No matter who you are, or what your
school is, there’s so much that’s going to
come about and need to be explained,”
Kevin said. “That’s one of the hardest
things for a parent, there are things that
your kids aren’t necessarily ready for, but
the culture isn’t going to listen to that.”
In their case, Mary Clare realized the
priest was upset about something during
Mass following the Supreme Court case.
She wanted to know why.
Kevin explained what the Supreme
Court had ruled, and reminded her of
what she already knew about mommies
and daddies. He said he encouraged her
to use her own logic from there. He said
he expects the conversation to continue
as she matures.
“I think it’s not a one-time conversation. She’ll have certain questions, or
certain logic will present itself, and we’ll
continue the conversation,” he said.

DON’T BE AFRAID

Father Brady Wagner, a chaplain at
the University of Colorado at Boulder,
gave a talk on homosexuality at a Getting
Grilled event at St. Mary Parish in Littleton on July 23.
He told Denver Catholic the best thing
parents can do to prepare for this conversation is to be informed, and to not be
afraid.
“I think it’s important to have trust
between parents and children,” he said.
“If a child asks about it, we need to speak
the truth and speak it honestly, yet without feeling the need to overshare, of
course. Humble honestly builds trust.”
Father Wagner said that parents should
be rooted in their understanding that we
are all children of God, and all have equal
dignity. He warned against making the
mistakes of downplaying the difference
between a homosexual relationship and
a heterosexual one, or to heighten the difference to the extent that it inspires fear
in the child.
“All of us are children of God, who he
really loves. Some of us struggle with different and very painful crosses. God helps
all of us to live in ways to really love and
honor each other,” Father Wagner said.
He also said that parents should remember that they know their child best, and can
help their child by framing the explanation
in terms of the context the child heard it in.
“If they heard the word ‘gay’ as an
insult, that would probably require a different explanation than if someone told
them they were ‘gay’ or they had ‘gay’
parents,” Father Wagner said.
Overall, Father Wagner recommended
a direct approach with children.

Over 5,000 children in Colorado
need a loving family.

Become a foster parent. Attend our informational meeting.

Wednesday, Aug. 19
7-8 p.m.
St. Thomas More
8035 S Quebec St
Centennial, CO 80112
McCallin Hall - I
For questions and RSVP, contact Cheryl Garcia at
303-742-0828 ext. 2051 or CGarcia@ccdenver.org
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After the Supreme Court ruled 5-4 to allow same-sex ‘marriage’ across the nation, parents and clergy discussed best approaches to helping children
understand marriage. PHOTO BY ALENA ZAMOTZEVA/DPC

“Keeping it simple, straightforward
yet sensitive will be helpful for children; simple, not needing to make it
more complex than they are looking for,
straightforward by being honest about
Church teaching and the joy of God’s call
to all to love chastely, and sensitive, giving
justice to the often painful and confusing
cross it can be for those who have samesex attraction as well as highlighting the
truth of personal dignity and God’s love
for all no matter what.”
LOGICAL CONNECTIONS

The Willits said their first rule of thumb
was to consider the age of the child.
Jennifer said she considered what
the child already knew about same-sex
attraction and marriage and what was
appropriate for their age.
“We then started with the truth and we
exposed the deviation of the truth,” she
said.
Her conversation with their 13 year
old happened while she was preparing a
meal.
“It seemed as good a time as any to have
that conversation,” she said.

And the talk with their other teenaged
children was spontaneous as they were
taking a walk in their neighborhood.
She explained that life cannot come
from the union of two people of the
same sex and that the act is not open to
life. She presented the truth of marriage
and explained that same-sex unions are
self-serving.
“I want them to make the logical
connections themselves instead of me
shoving it in their brains,” Jennifer said.
She said her teenagers struggled with
the news.
“My kids took it very hard. They were
very discouraged,” Jennifer said. “I think
their biggest fear is about being persecuted by their peers. They didn’t want to
be labeled as a hater.”
She said they check in with their children
regularly to see how they are experiencing
the news in their daily life. They also ask
the Holy Spirit for guidance when having
the conversation and to remember to be
charitable when discussing the topic.
“Be charitable, first and foremost,”
Jennifer said. “And pray with your teen
if you are at a loss for words.”

Emergency Response System
Keeping her connected - Safe at home
•
•
•

Immediate Help at the Touch of a Button. Professionally monitored 24/7.
Feel Secure and Conﬁdent Living Alone
Aﬀordable, Simple and Convenient
Colorado Owned & Operated

303-770-2227

www.goldeaglesystems.com

 August 10-19
 Aug. 31 - Sep. 7
 September 25-27
 September 30
 October 2-4
 October 13

Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Retreat House Closed
Weekend Retreat (Men & Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; El Camino de Santiago;
Viking Cruises; Caribbean Cruises; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady of
Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc...
We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.

www.proximotravel.com
anthony@proximotravel.com
carmela@proximotravel.com

Call us 24/7

508-340-9370 | 855-842-8001
Carmela Manago
Executive Director
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Totus Tuus experience
made more beautiful
for children
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

T

his year’s Totus Tuus summer program for youth couldn’t have been
more beautiful at Nativity of Our
Lord Parish, leaders said.
“The Archdiocese (of Denver) has just
done a beautiful job with making something
beautiful and making it more beautiful,”
said Diane Irby, director of religious education for the parish in Broomfield.
Some 160 children in first-eighth grades
and about 92 youth in seventh-12th-grades
gathered for the program offered at parishes across the archdiocese and nation.
Totus Tuus (“Totally Yours”) is a time for
faith formation, prayer, friendship and
fun led by youth and St. John Vianney

Theological Seminary men studying for
the priesthood.
“It’s big here,” Irby said. “Now that the
seminary is taking it over, it’s just so good.
The kids just learn about their faith in such
an enjoyable way.”
The parish’s former pastoral communications associate, Jacquie Fankell, also
witnessed the community coming together
for the youth program that joins children
who attend Nativity School, are enrolled in
religious education or are homeschooled.
The program includes daily Mass and
confession, skits and games and lessons
from youth leaders on the faith. The
track for older youth includes an hour of
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A JOURNEY THROUGH THE
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

www.regonline.com/catechism2015
YEAR 1 (PILLARS 1 & 2)

YEAR 2 (PILLARS 3 & 4)

CHRIST THE KING

ST. PATRICK

4291 Evergreen Parkway
Evergreen, CO 80439
Mondays 7:00–9:00pm
Free Information Session
August 31, 2015 – 7:00pm

QUEEN OF PEACE

13120 East Kentucky Avenue
Aurora, CO 80012
Tuesdays 7:00–9:00pm
Free Information Session
September 8, 2015 – 7:00pm

6455 Brook Park Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
Mondays 9:30–11:30am

SHRINE OF ST. ANNE

7555 Grant Place
Arvada, CO 80002
Thursdays 9:30–11:30am

ST. ELIZABETH ANNE SETON
5450 South Lemay Avenue
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Thursdays 7:00–9:00pm

www.sjvdenver.edu • 303-715-3195

THE ART OF LIVING: MASTERING THE VIRTUOUS LIFE
For topics covered, instructor bio, and to register, go to:

www.regonline.com/virtue2015
St. John Paul II Center
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
Monday Mornings, 9:30-11:30 am
Monday Evenings, 7:00-9:00 pm

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR ALL CLASSES IS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2015

www.sjvdenver.edu • 303-715-3195
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kids during class. Left, children participate in activities during Totus Tuus’ summer program at
, youth participate in a water ﬁght outside the Broomﬁeld parish. Right, youth leaders are covered
the Totus Tuus program. PHOTOS BY MOLLIE SUNDERMEIER

NEW FIRST-YEAR CLASS LOCATIONS BEGINNING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2015

CLASSES BEGIN THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2015 – REGISTER NOW!

“Follow
Me...”

Matthew 4:19

APOLOGETICS FOR THE
NEW EVANGELIZATION:
PRACTICAL CATHOLICISM

All Saints
St. Augustine
[Denver]
[Brighton]
Mondays 10:00am–12:00pm Thursdays 10:00am–12:00pm
Our Lady of Fatima
[Lakewood]
Mondays 7:00–9:00pm

St. Paul
[ Colorado Springs]
Wednesdays 6:30–8:30pm

St. Bernadette
[Lakewood]
Tuesdays 9:30–11:30am

St. Thomas More
[Centennial]
Wednesdays 7:00–9:00pm

Our Lady of the Pines
[Conifer]
Mondays 7:00–9:00pm

St. Joseph
[Golden]
Thursdays 7:00–9:00pm

St. Augustine
St. Augustine
Our Lady of Fatima
St Paul-Colorado Springs
St. Joseph
Pax Christi
St. Bernadette
Holy Trinity-Colorado Springs
St Thomas More
All Saints
Our Lady of the Pines
St. John Paul II Center

www.regonline.com/apologetics2015

IMMACULATE HEART OF
MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
11385 Grant Drive
Northglenn, CO 80233
Tuesdays – 6:30-8:00pm
September 15, 2015 - May 3, 2016

ST. MARK CATHOLIC CHURCH
3141 West 96th Avenue
Westminster, CO 80031
Wednesdays – 6:30-8:00pm
September 16, 2015 - May 4, 2016

St. John Paul II Center

REGISTRATION DEADLINE
FOR ALL CLASSES IS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2015
A Lay Division of St. John Vianney Theological Seminary

www.sjvdenver.edu • 303-715-3195

St. Augustine
[Brighton]
Tuesdays 7:00–9:00pm

Come to an Information Session!

For topics covered, instructor bio, and to register, go to:

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
6853 South Prince Street
Littleton, CO 80120
Tuesdays – 9:30-11:00am
September 15, 2015 - May 3, 2016

Pax Christi
[Littleton]
Mondays 9:30–11:30am

August 4, 2015
August 6, 2015
August 10, 2015
August 12, 2015
August 13, 2015
August 17, 2015
August 18, 2015
August 18, 2015
August 19, 2015
August 24, 2015
August 24, 2015
September 1, 2015

7:00pm
10:00am
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
9:30am
10:00am
6:30pm
7:00pm
10:00am
7:00pm
9:30am
& 7:00pm
September 10, 2015 9:30am
& 7:00pm

All prospective students MUST ATTEND an
information session prior to enrollment.
+ All classes are subject to a minimum enrollment +
Registration deadline for 1st year students is
Thursday, September 10, 2015.

www.sjvdenver.edu • 303-715-3195
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Around the Archdiocese

DEACONS
HAVE
THEIR DAY
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

D

eacons from across the Archdiocese of Denver gathered for a
special Mass with Archbishop
Samuel Aquila and were honored for
their service to the Church.

Deacons were
honored this year
during Deacon Day
held Aug. 7 at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish. PHOTO BY DANIEL
PETTY/DENVER CATHOLIC

The annual Deacon Day Mass was held
Aug. 7 at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
in Fort Collins. The evening began with
Mass followed by dinner.
Archbishop Aquila delivered a short talk,
and deacons who reached milestone anniversaries were honored with certificates.
Below is a list of the deacons who are celebrating significant anniversaries this year.

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES
40 years

15 years

10 years

Deacon George Fitterer

Deacon Russ Barrows

Deacon Louis Arambula

Deacon E. Gene
Mooneyham

Deacon Peter Hung Phi
Dang

Deacon James Doyle

Deacon Maclovio
Sanchez

Deacon John Dipentino

Deacon Sam Trujillo

Deacon Robert Finan

35 years

‘

Deacon Martin Hetzel

'
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Deacon Chuck Lamar

For Deacon Clarence McDavid with our great appreciation
and best wishes. Congratulations on your appointment as
Director of Human Resources for the Archdiocese of Denver
and may God continue to bless you and your work!

25 years

–from the Staff and Community at Curé d’ Ars Catholic Church

Deacon James Moat

Deacon Craig Fucci
20 years

Deacon Joseph Donohoe
Deacon John Franklin
Deacon William Hastings
Deacon Tim Kenny
Deacon Tim Kilbarger
Deacon George Morin
Deacon Steve Stemper
Deacon Steve Vallero
Deacon Patrick Whaley

Deacons of St. Thomas
More Catholic Parish
God bless you for your
holy witness and faithful ministry.
Thanks for all you do.

Deacon
Alan Rastrelli

Deacon
Bob Cropp

Deacon
Gary Rogge

Deacon
George Brown

Deacon
Steve Stemper

Deacon
Tim Kenny

The Staff and
Parishioners of
NOTRE DAME PARISH
would like to express
our deep appreciation
to our faithful and
committed Deacons.
You are a blessing to
our community.

DEACON
CHUCK
PARKER

Deacon Jerome
Durnford
Deacon Robert
Gregorius
Deacon David Luksch
Deacon Rick Montagne
Deacon Lawrence Tong
Ngo
Deacon Anthony Pierson
Deacon David Plevak
Deacon Alan Rastrelli
Deacon Donald Weiss

&

DEACON
KEVIN
LEINER

We offer prayers of
thanksgiving to our
deacons for their devotion,
generosity and enthusiasm
in their ministry to
All Souls Parish.
Deacon
Marty Wager

Deacon
Kelvin Brath
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Deacon Patrick Whaley
Congratulations on Fifteen Years of faithful service.
We are so thankful for your service in our community.
Parishioners and Staff of Good Shepherd Catholic Parish.

With grateful appreciation
for the ministry of
PHOTO BY DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB

Deacons embrace Laudato Si’
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

T

wo local deacons have developed
a strategy for implementing Laudato Si’, including a study group
at Christ on the Mountain Parish in
Lakewood.
Deacon Jerry Kotas is the president of
the Colorado branch of Interfaith Power
and Light (IPL). IPL is a national ecological organization that includes religious
leaders from Christianity, Islam and
Judaism. Deacon Kotas said there is a
natural link between spirituality and
ecology, and that he was excited to see
Pope Francis explain this in Laudato Si’.
“How he talks about the integrated
ecology approach, and how we are really
called to see how we are tied to together
in all of this, is really powerful. We as
human beings have an interconnection
with one another, and with all other
species, and with the earth itself. ... It’s
all gift. We’re dust. Our connection is so
integral,” Deacon Kotas said.
Deacon Kotas works with congregations to help them become more
environmentally conscious. He said
several congregations have established
“caring for God’s creation” teams.
“Their work could range from running
classes or sessions to working on energy
efficiency upgrades to renewable energy
upgrades,” Deacon Kotas said.
Deacon Kotas worked on pollution
prevention for the Environmental Protection Agency in Washington D.C. before
transferring to the U.S. Department of
Energy’s laboratory in Golden. He has
since retired to focus on his diaconate
ministry, but continues to talk about
environmental issues.
Deacon Mike Fletcher heard Deacon

Kotas present at a diaconate meeting, and
was convicted that he, too, should spread
the message of ecological responsibility.
“We talk a lot about different prolife positionings. But if we don’t have
clean air to breathe, clean water to drink,
then we can’t have life at all,” Deacon
Fletcher said.
He said he was also thrilled to read the
pope’s encyclical, particularly when he saw
that it was addressed to the entire world.
“It’s for all of us who share this common
home,” Deacon Fletcher said.
Deacon Fletcher was so moved by
the encyclical that he decided to start a
study group at his parish, Christ on the
Mountain.
“It’s going to be a large group/small
group approach. We’ll do some introductory layouts and groundwork at
the beginning, then break everyone
into small groups to be able to discuss
that chapter for the evening,” Deacon
Fletcher said. “Then we’ll ask what we
can do to address some of the issues he’s
raising, both as individuals and larger
communities.”
Deacon Fletcher said that over 60
people have already signed up for the
event. He said he thinks the pope’s writing style will help the groups have good
discussion.
“It’s not going to be so heavily focused
on catechism, as on the encyclical. His
writing style is just so readable,” Deacon
Fletcher said.
The Laudato Si’ discussion group is on
Tuesdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in Joe
Downs Memorial Hall at Christ on the
Mountain Parish. The group began on
Aug. 4, but Deacon Fletcher has asked
that people interested in registering contact him, so that he can make sure there
is adequate space. He can be reached at
deaconmike1@live.com.

DEACON JOSEPH BABISH
DEACON TIMOTHY UNGER
DEACON MARK SALVATO
Priests, Staff and Parishioners of
Risen Christ Catholic Parish

With great appreciation to

Deacon Bob Deacon Rob Deacon Tim
FINAN
RINNE HATHAWAY
from the Clergy, Staff and Parishioners
of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.

Court St. Teresa #980
@ St. Anthony Catholic Church ,
326 S. 3rd St., Sterling CO
With
Court Madonna of the Mountains #2035
®
@ St. Jude Church,
9405 W. Florida Ave., Lakewood CO

Wish to express our gratitude to our Chaplains

Deacon Ron Michieli & Deacon Jay Garland
May our Lord watch over them and bless them always.
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Deacon Jim Wolfe &
Deacon Oscar Del Villar

The Parishioners and Staff
of Immaculate Conception
Parish in Lafayette thank
you for your faithful service.

Deacon Ronald Michieli
The parishioners of
Saint Anthony Parish
in Sterling,
Sacred Heart Parish in Peetz,
Saint Catherine Parish
in Iliff, in great gratitude,
thank you for your
faithful service.

h

Around the Archdiocese

Matt Maher
returns for
Red Rocks,
Amazing
Parish
PHOTOS BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

Deacon Michieli with his wife, Barb

The Parishioners and Staff of

ST. FRANCES
CABRINI PARISH
wish to express our deep
appreciation and gratitude
for the faithful service
of our Deacons. May God
bless and keep you always!

REV. MR. JOSEPH
DONOHOE

REV. MR. CHET
UBOWSKI

REV. MR.
WITOLD ENGEL
(retired)

REV. MR. MARC
NESTORICK

REV. MR.
PAUL GRIMM
(retired)

BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

A

fter playing for a packed Red
Rocks in June, Matt Maher will
return for an encore Red Rocks
performance and the Amazing Parish
Conference.
Maher said that playing at Red Rocks
during the June Third Day and Friends
show (above) was a dream come true. He
described the experience as a “bucket list
moment.”
“What’s amazing about Red Rocks is
that it’s like you’re being hit twice. You’re
getting hit with the beauty and the magnitude of God’s creation in such an amazing
setting. And then on top of it, hopefully
you’re hearing great music, too,” Maher
said. “Augustine said, ‘He who sings prays
twice.’ Maybe he who sings while staring
at nature sings four times.”
Maher will return to play at the Amazing Parish Conference 7:30 p.m. Aug.
11. He will follow that with another Red
Rocks performance with Chris Tomlin
and a variety of other Christian singers.
Tomlin is hosting an event called

Worship Nights in America. The praise
and worship nights will take place in
Madison Square Garden, New York, Sacramento, Calif., and Denver.
“The heart behind it is really to gather
all Christians together to pray and worship God, but to specifically pray for
America at this sort of critical time in
the history of America, for the Church to
come together and be a witness and pray,”
Maher said.
The event will feature singers from
a variety of Christian denominations,
including Louie Giglio, Matt Redman,
Kari Jobe and Rend Collective. Maher
said Tomlin invited him to play so that
Catholics would be represented.
“Chris invited me not only as a brother,
but as a Catholic, saying, ‘Hey, we need
Catholics to come pray and feel valued
and recognized for their tremendous
contributions around the world, but also
for their faith,’” Maher said.
Maher said he hopes the concert will
inspire both Christians and non-believers with its ecumenism. He said that the
driving force behind his whole ministry
comes from John 17, “that they would all
be one.”
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Annunciation Catholic Parish & School
1408 E. 36th Ave. Denver, CO 80205

Welcome

Deacon Henry Concha

To our community
May God bless you and your family!
Father Reycraft, the Staff and Entire Parish
Community of St. Louis – King of France in Englewood
wish to warmly welcome and express our gratitude to

DEACON MLADEN MARTINOVIC

for your commitment to our community. May God bless you!

FOR DEACON BILL STOW –
You are a blessing and an inspiration to all the
Parishioners of St. Kateri Catholic Community.
Thank you for all that you do for St. Kateri Church
and St. Bernadette Church.
The Staff and Parishioners of Our Lady of Fatima Parish
wish to express our deepest gratitude to
Deacon Joseph Hawley, Deacon Richard Boyd,
Deacon Glenn Allison and Deacon Michael Daly.
Thank you for your service to our community.
May God bless each of you in abundance!

“Division is something very real in the
world that we live in today and it’s not
just division in the Church,” Maher said.
“But what’s interesting is that when the
Church prays together, even a divided
Church, Catholics and all these different
denominations of Christians and non-denominational Christians, when we come
together and when we’re able to pray
together and worship God together in

MATT MAHER
See videos, including an exclusive
interview, at denvercatholic.org

public, we’re creating a visible sign of that
unity that will exist in Heaven. There’s
only one Church in Heaven.”
Go to mattmahermusic.com and amazingparish.org for more information.

Father Joseph Cao, the Staff and Parishioners of

ST. JOAN OF ARC PARISH
send blessings of gratitude as we travel along
with you in prayer and spirit.

Deacon Rex Pilger
Deacon Joseph Gerber
Deacon Matt Archer
Deacon Hugh Downey
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Nuns, guns and the Wild West—the tale of Sister Blandina
about honoring, it’s about helping the
faithful know that there is a source of God’s
grace being worked on Earth,” said Allen
Sanchez, president and CEO for CHI St.
Joseph’s Children in Albuquerque, which
Sister Blandina founded. Sanchez also
serves as the petitioner for the cause of
Sister’s sainthood and has studied her life
extensively.

BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

B

illy the Kid, a notorious bank and
stage-coach robber of the Wild West,
met his match in the most unlikely of
people when he met Sister Blandina Segale.
According to legend, and to Sister Blandina’s journal and letters, one of Billy the
Kid’s gang members had been shot and
was on the brink of death when the doctors of Trinidad refused to treat him. Sister
decided to take him in and cared for him for
three months, nursing him back to health.
But Billy the Kid (William Leroy) was
still unhappy. Word got out that the outlaw
was coming to town to scalp the four doctors of Trinidad in revenge. When he
arrived, Sister Blandina intervened, and
convinced him to call off his mission on
behalf of his man she had saved.
After that incident, Sister Blandina and
Billy the Kid became friends. She once
visited him in jail, and he once called off a
stage-coach robbery as soon as he realized
sister was one of the passengers.
When she wasn’t calling off outlaws,
Sister Blandina was founding schools,
building hospitals, teaching and caring for
orphans and the poor, and advocating for

SISTER STOPS A LYNCH MOB

Sister Blandina Segale

the rights of Native Americans and other
minorities.
Her heroic virtue and enduring works
are why her cause for sainthood was
opened in New Mexico last summer,
earning her the title “Servant of God” and
allowing people to ask for her intercession.
Since then, several documents have come
to light corroborating her stories, and the
necessary miracle for the next big step—
beatification—seems to be well on its way.
“Sainthood isn’t about an award, it isn’t

To open a cause for sainthood, examples of heroic virtue of the person must
be shown. The specific example of heroic
virtue that her petitioners are using
involves another story that could only
take place in the Wild West; the story that
earned her the title “The Fastest Nun in
the West” from a 1966 CBS feature on the
incident.
Sister Blandina was teaching school in
New Mexico when one of her pupils told
her, “Pa’s shot a man, and they’re going to
hang him.”
That’s when Sister Blandina went to
work. She met with the shooter, and was
able to convince him to write a confession.
She then met with the dying man, and convinced him to forgive his shooter in person
before he passed away.

After the two men were reconciled, Sister
Blandina then had to face down the lynch
mob that was coming to kill the shooter,
who, because of sister, was instead taken to
the circuit court and was given life in prison.
After nine months, he was released to go
back home to care for his four children.
“She disarms them from their guns, their
hanging rope and their hate,” Sanchez said
of sister and the lynch mob.
THE NEXT STEP

In order to be beatified—one step away
from canonization—there needs to be
proof of an otherwise inexplicable miracle brought about through that person’s
intercession.
“We know of a baby that was born prematurely with a malfunctioning valve in
the heart and collapsed lungs,” Sanchez
said. “This family immediately contacted
us, said they were praying the Sister Blandina novena for the baby. The doctors had
very little hope for the baby living, but four
days later they couldn’t find the problem in
the heart, it was as if it didn’t exist to begin
with. Doctors are saying it’s inexplicable,
so we’re pursuing that, there’s many stories like that that are being pursued to see
if Sister Blandina was involved.”

With grateful appreciation for the ministry of
Deacon
Ed Clements

Deacon
Dennis
Langdon

From Father Matt, the Staff and Parishioners of
St. Joseph Catholic Parish, Golden, CO

T

Christ on the Mountain Church in Lakewood
and its parish community
wish to recognize and express our heartfelt appreciation to

U

Deacon Mickey Webre & Deacon Mike Fletcher

V

for their dedicated service to our parish.
May God continue to bless you and your families!

W

Come for a day or week
Book your next event
with us

More than
just retreats…

719-258-1600

for Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

C|/Users/Terrih/Pictures/Kodak Pictures/Picture1.gif[7/28/2015 1:41:04 PM]

FOR OUR DEACONS…
Deacon Harold Kimble and Deacon John Riviera
With our most heartfelt appreciation for the faithful and
committed work you do for us. May God bless you both.
From the Staff and Communities of
Our Lady of the Valley - Windsor and St. Mary - Ault

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

St. Mark Catholic Church in Westminster
and its parish community wish to recognize and thank

Deacon Gordon Hudec Deacon Sidney Atencio
for their devoted service to our parish.
May God bless you and your families!

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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Bulletin Board
AUGUST

for Hope
10 Golf
11 a.m., Cherry

Creek Country Club,
2405 S. Yosemite St.,
Denver, $1,000 or other
sponsor options. Tournament includes hole
contests, awards and
putting competition.
Supports Seeds of
Hope. Details: 720-4767487 or laura.dulay@
tcfalliance.org.

12 Changing the
parish talk

7 p.m., Our Lady of
Fatima Parish, 1985
Miller St., Lakewood, free
or can food donation.
Topic is “Moving from
maintenance to mission.”
Details: 303-233-1283

12 Persecution of
Christians talk

will talk on the plight of
Christians in the Middle
East and the plight of
the conscience among
Christian Americans.
Details: 303-422-9173

12 Saints and Sainthood discussion

6:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Hyland
Hills Golf Course, 9650
Sheridan Blvd., Westminster, $110. Helps
students with tuition at
Catholic high schools.
Details: 303-424-5037

14 Camping retreat
for young adults

Through Aug. 16, Columbine Campground in
BlackHawk, $25. Meet at
Wooly Mammoth Parking
Lot near Highway 40 in
Golden. Includes moon

7 p.m., Spirit of Christ
Church, 7400 W. 80th
Ave., Arvada, free.
Father Andre Mahanna

THE ASSUMPTION

A L

Z O J

hike, talks, music, Mass
and time for prayer. Register: www.catholicyoung
adultsports.com/retreats

14 Lifeskills workshop
for engaged

Through Aug. 15, Spirit
ACROSS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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AUGUST
BODY AND SOUL
DOGMA
DORMITION
ETERNAL LIFE

I

V M O C

I

H V

T P Q E S B J G E
J

S W Z N V T H F

GLORY
HEAVEN
MARY
MYSTERY
NEW EVE

10	The Chosen People

15	Cite Scripture

J N M L A Y T

T M B N R T

5	Landed

G K

P G A D Y P N Z O O O Y N
I

1	OT book
that
precedes
Ruth

14	Former
overseer
of the VOA

U L O U S K U O D A R R A S T
G

7 p.m.-8 p.m., St.
Thomas More Church,
8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial, free. Learn
about foster care and
adoption thorugh Catholic Charities. Details:
cgarcia@ccdenver.org or
303-742-0823 ext. 2051

Registration is open for the Catechetical
Congress 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 29 titled “Ever
AUG Ancient, Ever New” at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, 15500 E. 40th Ave., Denver, $25 donation.
Learn the skills and tools to evangelization.
Includes bilingual Mass with Archbishop Aquila.
Register: www.archden.org/CC2015. IMAGE PROVIDED

Y N T E B O M Y S T E R Y F E
I

19 Foster Care
meeting

29

U D B R N O D O G M A Y W H A

R Q C O H Q

8 a.m.-1 p.m., St. John
Paul II center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
free. Training for adults
interested in counseling youth on religious
emblems. Details:
bnbmack@gmail.com or
303-438-8380

Catechetical
Congress
open

7 p.m.-8:30 p.m., St.
Dominic Church, 2905
Federal Blvd., Denver,
free. Open to all faiths.
Details: 303-455-3613

14 Charity golf
tournament

15 Boy Scouts
emblem training

FEATURED EVENT

OBLIGATION
PIUS XII
SOLEMNITY
TAKEN UP
UNCORRUPTED

16	Vinegar
(comb.)
17	Semimonthly
tide
18	Pope (II)
who called
for the
Crusades

21 St. Mary Parish
anniversary

of Christ Church,
7400 W. 80th Ave.,
Arvada, $75 for
parishioners, $100
for non-parishioners.
Fulfills marriage-prep
requirement. Details:
303-422-9173 ext. 117.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Through Aug. 23, St.
Mary Parish, 2222 23rd
Ave., Greeley, free. Celebration the parish’s 50th
anniversary. Includes
concert by Tasji Camerson Friday evening,
7

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

24

29

34
37
41

49

33

42
45
47

50

51

52

56

57

60

61

62

63

64

65

58

19	Relocate

53

54

55

59

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

23	Slave of
Philemon
(Philem
15–16)
26	Cargo
30	Popular
Catholic
TV sitcom
actor
Newhart
31	Lab animal
34	Evades
35	Jonah was
thrown
into this

36	Architect
Saarinen

44	M on. of St.
Pat

37	Personal
interests

45	Burn without flame

38	Tree under
which
Jesus saw
Nathanael
(Jn
1:47–48)

46	The _ _ _
church
(family)

39	Equip
40	Gifts for
dad
41	 “Am _ _ _
your way?”
42 Cut into
43	Corner
piece

48	AKA Sinai
51	Street
problems
56	Stadiums
57	Saint
Goretti
59	The
Roman
Pontiff
60 Confined

29 Catholic singles
Cathedral tour

9 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver, free. Tour
the Cathedral Basilica
downtown and join
the group for brunch
afterward. Details:
303-504-9316

course
12	Contraction

21	Tree covered land

61	College of
Cardinals’ task
regarding
the pope

(abbr.)

48	O ne of the
three in 1
Cor 13:13

27	Give the
benefit of

29	Sins
against
the eighth
Commandment

63	OT historical book
64	Farm birds

6	Damned

65	Scholarship
criterion

7	Garments

1	Catholic
actress
Haver
2	Applied

10	Brother of
John

3	Direction

11	Coll.

45	Zeno’s
followers

26	Dough

32	Got up

9	Daniel
was in the
lion’s _ _ _

44	Crowd

47	Shopping
fun

5	He was
called the
“Dumb
Ox”

DOWN

42	Mimic

25	Flightless
bird

31	Changed
the décor
of

8	Airport
letters

41	_ _ _ WHO
AM (Yahweh)

46	_ _ _ of the
firstborn
(plague)

4	Stare
with open
mouth

62	Not odd

39	He walked
with God
(Gen 5:24)

24	“_ _ _ your
pardon”

28	Country
bumpkin

20	Sideways
22	Spiritual
program

Sacred Heart Retreat
House, 4801 North Highway 67, Sedalia. Includes
talks, confession, healing service, Mass and
meals. Retreat led by
St. Raphael Counseling
and hosted by Office of
Social Ministry. Details:
al.hooper@archden.org
or 303-715-3220

22	Chafe

39

44
46

48

32

36

38

am I? retreat
28 Who
Through Aug. 30,

13	Jacob
made this
dish for
Isaac (Gen
25:34)
31

35

43

13

25

30

40

12

22

23
26

11

Saturday 5 p.m. Mass
with archbishop followed by a dinner, ice
cream social on Sunday
and parish directory
with pictures. Details:
970-356-6543

33	The _ _ _ of
Babel
35	Original or
actual, for
example
36	Letter-bottom
abbr.
38	The Lord
appeared
to Moses
in this (Ex
3:2)

49	Lyric poems
50	Hire
52	Paul and
Silas’ prison doors
after the
earthquake
(Acts
16:25–27)
53	Fruit
of the
Spirit (Gal
5:22–23)
54	Fencing
sword
55	Transmit
57	Tom’s
“You’ve
Got Mail”
co-star
58	Pub drink
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Shout Outs
PRAYERS

Once Upon a Mattress

THANK YOU - to St. Jude, for your
infinite goodness in listening to my petition and answering my prayers. - J.D.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored,
glorified, loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, have mercy on us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude,
helper of the hopeless, pray for us. Thank
you Blessed Mother & St. Jude for favors
granted. - C.S.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
CROWN HILL CEMETERY - Beautiful
SW corner area. Two plots at Blk 8, Lot 44,
Unit A, Sect. 3 & 4. Will sacrifice both for
$2500 total; transfer fee additional. Call
303-423-0980 or bbjjgrammy@aol.com.

Congratulations to Arts at Cabrini for their musical Once Upon a Mattress. Arts at Cabrini pulled in
actors from many different denominations to be a part of this year’s show. This was Arts at Cabrini’s
twelfth show in 16 years. The first show was a fundraiser to help rebuild the library at Columbine High
School. Proceeds from this year’s show went to Samaritan House. PHOTO PROVIDED

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY- Two lots in a
lovely newer area: Sect. 34, Blk 3, Lot 39,
Graves 4 & 5. Asking $3100 ea (value $3555
ea), incl transfer fee. Call 303-883-0117, or
e-mail yen_sunshine@yahoo.com

AIR CONDITIONING &
HEATING
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete
service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

ATTORNEY
LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

BRICK AND MASONRY
MASONRY IMAGES INC.
Brick, block, stone, pavers,
repairs, flagstone, tile.
25 years experience.
Call Chuck at 303-941-9334

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Highly

Our readers are
the best

Pedaling priest dips tire
Father John Hilton finished his cross
country bike ride!! Father Hilton dipped
his bike tire in the Pacific Ocean on
June 2. He biked 4,000 miles across
the northern United States before dipping his tire in the the Atlantic at Bar
Harbor, Maine. Fr. Hilton’s ride was a
fudraiser for his parish, St. Mary’s in
Aspen. He said he also hoped to promote Catholic dialogue. You can see
photos, videos, and read his blog at
pedalingpriest.com.
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TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Jorge Rodriguez

After reading in the last
issue about Kenn and
Laura Cramer’s decision
to leave everything to
minister to four parishes
on an Indian reservation
in Montana, our readers
responded with generous
offers to help them in
their mission. Eleanor
Karam-Pelas offered to
donate rosaries, and Fred
Ott of the Knights of
Columbus at St. Thomas
More offered winter
coats, or similar assistance. Way to go Denver
Catholics!

Catholicism 101
Major shout out to
seminarian Daniel Eusterman for organizing a
“Catholicism 101” class
for Our Lady of the
Mountains in Estes Park.
Eusterman is teaching a
four week class that will
cover the four pillars of
the catechism. Shout
out also to the over 40
people who showed up
for the first week! The
class meets Sundays from
8:15-9:30 a.m.

desirable location: One gravesite in Sect.
27, Blk 5, Lot 39, Grave 8. Price: $3100, incl
transfer fee. Call 941-379-3345 or morrie@
earthlink.net

CAR DONATION

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY PLOT

deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

NW area of cemetery, Sect. 29. Great
neighborhood, quiet neighbors! $3100,
will pay transfer fee. Email tbettridge@
comcast.net.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two lots in a beautiful older area: Sect. 32,
Block 2, Lot 6, Graves 9 & 10. Asking $3,100
ea. incl. transfer fee; will consider offers.
Call 720-323-5014

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Three plots
available: Single plot Sect 31, Blk 3, Lot 9,
Gr 5 & two adjacent plots Sect. 31, Blk 3,
Lot 24, Gr 1 & 2. Asking $3200 ea or best
offer, trans fee incl. Call 206-355-2171 or
720-252-6163.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Four side-by-side lots, Sect. 34, Blk 3, Lot
44, Graves 2,3,4 & 5. Beautiful mountain
view; easy walk to plots. Make offer! Call
Chris 303-936-9275; leave msg.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax

CONCRETE
ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE
Driveways, patios and walks. Senior
discounts. Customer referrals available. 40
years experience. Call Bob Falco, estimator
at 303-919-4145

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Driveways, patios, sidewalks, tree
trimming and removal. Senior discount.
Fast and friendly service. References.
Call today! 303-429-0380
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Classifieds 303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org
CONTRACTOR

HOUSE CLEANING

REMODELING

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING

40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY; LET US DO THE WORK. Lic/
Bond/Ins. 720-227-5564

BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION
30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

DENTIST
ALL DENTURE DENTAL CLINIC
Having a denture problem?
Immediate service on REPAIRS &
RELINES. 303-778-7707
1-800-NEWDENTURE
www.dentureguru.com

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCING

INSURANCE
MERIDIAN CAPITAL AGENCY
Auto, Home & Commercial Insurance
Call for a free quote: 720-763-9127 or
email: jmascio@insuranceaai.com
www.MeridianCapitalAgency.com

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

MORTGAGES
FOR SENIORS 62 AND OLDER!
It is your home and your equity! Your
hidden money source! No more monthly
mortgage payments! Provides you with
greater happiness now! CALL DON, THE
SPECIALIST (NMLS #265036) at 720-9898853 or email: DIG@allianceguaranty.com

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

HANDYMAN

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS
$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PLUMBING

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

CALL
303-715-3212
EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org

Classifieds

HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

M D K REMODELING

CAREGIVERS NEEDED

FAMILY LIFE COORDINATOR

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

Join Affordable Home Care’s team of compassionate, dedicated personal caregivers
who are making a difference in the lives of
others. if you are male or female seeking
to learn new skills or have experience in
the home care field, opportunity awaits
you. Our hours/live-ins are based on our
clients’ needs. Contact us at 303-988-1821
and start using your special talents!

St. Joseph Parish-Ft. Collins seeks a dynamic Catholic to serve F/T as Family Life
Coordinator, directing PreK-5th RE Program, Baptismal Preparation and starting
a ministry for our families. Reqmts: knowledge of the Faith, great communication
skills, energetic self-starter, & joy/love of
serving others. Evening/wknd work req’d.
Email cover letter & resume to Chad Bauer
at cbauer@stjosephchurchfc.org.

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS
Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

TREE SERVICE

Service Directory |

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
22 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT - THORNTON
Room in townhome with shared kitchen
& laundry. Female non-smoker only. No
pets-share mine! $600/mo., incl. utilities &
internet. No bus. Please call 303-437-5757

HOME FOR SALE

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned

NEAR REGIS JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL!

and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

An 8-minute walk along horse property
trail to Regis from this beautiful, sunny
2007 home with 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths,
approximately 3280 sf. New carpet, paint,
updated kitchen, lg. unfinished bsmt. For
further pricing info, contact realtor Merritt
Cohn at (303) 907-9600.

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind

HELP WANTED

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
720-209-4589

CAMPUS MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT

SPRINKLERS
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS
18 yrs. in business. Professional installation
and repairs. Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. All work guaranteed.
Please call 303-523-5859.

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

CHEF/COOK POSITION - F/T for Mother
Cabrini Shrine. Must have: cooking experience; knowledge of food safety/storage;
excellent customer service & hospitality
skills; ability to plan, prepare & cook meals
for large groups; a good driving record;
ability to work with other staff/volunteers
and shop for kitchen items if necessary.
Interested candidates - please send your
resume to: jobs@mothercabrinishrine.org

COOK, PART TIME - to prepare lunch
and dinner for ten elderly Jesuit priests
two times a week. Should be able to cook
a variety of healthy dishes and keep the
kitchen clean. If interested, please send or
fax your resume to Rev. Richard Comboy,
3450 W. 53rd Ave., Denver, CO 80221 or fax
to: 303-480-3913. You may also contact Fr.
Tom Jost at 303-480-3917.

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are now
hiring for these full-time positions:
Network Engineer, HelpDesk Tech,
Windows System Engineer, Executive
Administrative Assistant, Donor Relations
Specialist, Gift Operations Specialist,
Office Administrator and Events Manager.
For full job descriptions and to apply,
please visit our website: www.focus.org/
jobs or email your cover letter and resume
to hr@focus.org.

OFFICE MANAGER – for Bishop Machebeuf High School. Interested applicants go
to www.machebeuf.org for job description
and requirements. Applications received
by August 15 will be given preference.

NURSERY ATTENDANT - PART-TIME

Are you interested in using your talents to
serve the Church in a great work environment with excellent pay? Qualifications:
practicing Catholic w/understanding &
acceptance of the Church and its mission;
problem solving skills; multi-tasker; have
general knowledge of facility maintenance, electrical, plumbing, & janitorial.
For a complete job description, visit www.
stmarylittleton.org. Applicants: visit the
parish office orf contact Vinny Boscia with
cover letter, resume and salary rqmts to
vboscia@stmarylittleton.org

CAREGIVERS

DIRECTOR-CLINICAL SERVICES
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Denver is seeking a Colorado licensed or
license-eligible psychologist to serve as
Director of our faith-based psychology
services ministry, Regina Caeli Clinical Services (RCCS). RCCS provides comprehensive
psychological services consistent with the
teachings of the Church. In addition, RCCS
serves as a national APPIC internship and
residency training site. Supervisory experience is required. Must be a Catholic.
Please apply at www.ccdenver.org EEO/AA

Sundays 2-4/weekly. Duties include supervise infants and preschool children.
Ability to lift and carry 40+ lbs, ability to
stand and stoop for extended periods
of time. Pay based on experience.
Apply Mon-Thur 8-4 at Most Precious
Blood, 2250 S. Harrison St. or email your
resume to parish@mpbdenver.org. For
full job description contact Parish office
303-756-3083.

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

NEED HELP?

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!

Events & Announcements |

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

69 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Flannery O’Connor and Catholic realism

F

rom this vale of tears, one can
never be sure about the boundaries of acceptable behavior at the
Throne of Grace. Is laughter at earthly
foibles permitted? Encouraged? I like
to think
so. Which
GEORGE inclines me
WEIGEL to believe
that, this
past June 3,
The Catholic Difference
Miss Mary
Flannery
George Weigel is a
O’Connor
distinguished senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy
of MilledCenter in Washington, D.C.
geville,
Georgia, was having herself a good cackle.
That was the day the U.S. Postal Service
released a Flannery O’Connor stamp – a
grand idea, unhappily executed by doing
a Vogue makeover on Miss O’Connor.
The iconic peacock feathers are there,
but that doesn’t quite compensate for a
portrait of the author that looks less like
her than what someone fancied she ought
to look like. And that, of course, would be
another reason for Flannery O’Connor
to laugh at her stamp. For if any modern
American writer was better attuned to

the foolishness of the modern cult of synthetic beauty, I don’t know who he or she
might be.
In her fiction, Flannery O’Connor
was one of the supreme contemporary
exponents of Catholic realism. Like
the less-remembered Paul Horgan, she
believed that story-telling ought to help
modern men and women see “things as
they are,” cutting through the fog of a
culture that tells us that everything can
be just the way we’d like it to be. And
here Miss O’Connor’s fiction was deeply
influenced by her profound Catholic
faith (another characteristic she shared
with Horgan): she knew that an ice-yourown-cupcake world was a world that had
forgotten its need for redemption, and
an ice-your-own-cupcake religion was
incapable of calling that kind of world to
recognize the reality of sin and the need
for conversion.
Flannery O’Connor’s novels and short
stories are not everyone’s literary cup of
tea; I once received an impassioned e-mail
from a Polish priest who had read “A
Good Man Is Hard To Find” after learning
about Miss O’Connor in the Polish edition
of my Letters to a Young Catholic – and

had found the story appalling. How could
I promote such things? I tried to explain
that Flannery O’Connor was very hard to
translate. But the real problem, I suspect,
was that my correspondent couldn’t quite
grasp how Miss O’Connor’s genius lay
in describing the work of grace (and the
wickedness that grace seeks to repair)
through what seems, at first blush, repellant, even horrifying.
Asked why there were so many
grotesques in her fiction, Flannery
O’Connor, who could be tart, responded
that, in the South, “we like to think we
can still recognize them.” Thus the southern sensibility she shared with writers
like Walker Percy and Shelby Foote
worked in tandem with her sacramentally-based Catholic realism: the South, the
part of America that knew defeat and had
in a certain cultural sense been formed by
defeat, was instinctively realistic rather
than pie-in-the-sky romantic. Mix the
Catholic part of Flannery O’Connor with
her Georgia roots and life, and the result
was a high octane literary cocktail – too
bracingly realistic for some tastes, but
widely recognized by serious readers and
critics as something unique and brilliant

in American literature.
It’s not the Postal Service’s job to honor
great Catholic apologists, but that, too,
was part of the Flannery O’Connor package. Her apologetics, best displayed in her
letters (gathered in The Habit of Being),
are of more value now than ever, given
the unrealities of 21st-century western
culture. For the roots of those myriad
unrealities (now made unambiguous
and unmistakable by the transgender
movement) can be found in what the
late Father Ernest Fortin called “debonair nihilism:” a blithe disregard for the
givenness of things, an insouciance that
leads people to live solely by the pleasure
principle because they imagine that nothing – the world, sex, relationships, beauty,
history – is really of consequence.
Flannery O’Connor saw this coming
in the mid-1950s, writing to a friend, “If
you live today, you breathe in nihilism...
it’s the gas you breathe.” The way to push
back, she understood, was through the
Catholic Church. Why? Because the
Church teaches us that everything is of
consequence, for the Son of God became
incarnate, suffered, and died to redeem
everything.

The Death of God and the Loss of Human Dignity

I

am sure by now that many of you have
seen the appalling hidden-camera
videos of two Planned Parenthood
physicians bantering cheerfully with
interlocutors posing as prospective
buyers of the body parts of aborted
infants. While they slurp wine in elegant
restaurants, the good doctors—both
women—blandly talk about what price
they would expect for providing valuable
inner organs, and how the skillful abortionists of Planned Parenthood know just
how to murder babies so as not to damage
the goods. One of the doctors specified
that the abortion providers employ “less
crunchy” methods when they know
that the organs of a baby are going to be
harvested for sale. Mind you, the “crunchiness” she’s talking about is a reference to
the skull-crushing and dismemberment
by knife and suction typically employed in
abortions. For me, the most bone-chilling
moment was when one of the kindly physicians, informed that the price she was
asking was too low, leered and said, “Oh
good, because I’d like a Lamborghini.”
Now it is easy enough to remark and
lament the moral coarseness of these
women, the particularly repulsive way
that they combine violence and greed.
But I would like to explore a deeper issue
that these videos bring to light, namely,
the forgetfulness of the dignity of the
human being that is on ever clearer

display in our Western culture. One has
only to consider the over 58,000,000
abortions that have taken place, under
full protection of the law, in our country
since Roe v. Wade in 1973, or the ever
more insisBISHOP- tent push
ELECT
toward
ROBERT permitting
BARRON euthanasia,
even of chilGuest Column
dren in some
European
Bishop-elect Robert Barron
countries, or
of Los Angeles is founder of
the global ministry, Word on
the wanton
Fire, and rector of Mundelein
killing going
Seminary in Illinois. He is
on nightly in
the creator of the award
the streets
winning documentary series
“Catholicism.”
of our major
cities. The figures in my home town of
Chicago typically surpass those recorded
in the battle grounds of the Middle East.
What makes this sort of startling violence against human beings possible, I
would submit, is the attenuation of our
sense of God’s existence. In the classical
Western perspective, the dignity of the
human person is a consequence and
function of his or her status as a creature
of God. Precisely because the human
being is made in the image and likeness
of the Creator and destined, finally, for
eternal life on high with God, he is a subject of inalienable rights. I use Jefferson’s

language from the Declaration of Independence on purpose here, for the great
founding father knew that the absolute
nature of the rights he was describing
follows from their derivation from God:
“they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights…” When God is
removed from the picture, human rights
rather rapidly evanesce, which can be
seen with clarity in both ancient times
and modern. For Cicero, Aristotle, and
Plato, a cultural elite enjoyed rights, privileges, and dignity, while the vast majority
of people were legitimately relegated to
inferior status, some even to the condition of slavery. In the totalitarianisms of
the last century—marked in every case by
an aggressive dismissal of God—untold
millions of human beings were treated as
little more than vermin.
I realize that many philosophers and
social theorists have tried to ground a
sense of human dignity in something
other than God, but these attempts
have all proven fruitless. For instance, if
human worth is a function of a person’s
intelligence or creativity or imagination,
or her capacity to enter into friendship,
then why not say that this worth disappears the moment those powers are
underdeveloped, weakened, or eliminated altogether? Or if respect for human
dignity is related to the strength of one’s
feeling for another person, then who is to

say that that dignity vanishes once one’s
sentiments change or dry up? My suspicion is that if we interrogated people on
the street and asked them why human
beings should be respected, some version
of this argument from sentimentality
would emerge. But again, the problem is
that feelings are so ephemeral, shifting
and changing like the wind. If you doubt
me, read some of the accounts of the officers and soldiers in the Nazi death camps,
who, after years of killing, lost all feeling
for those they were murdering, seeing
them as little more than rats or insects.
For the past two hundred years,
atheists have been loudly asserting
that the dismissal of God will lead to
human liberation. I would strenuously
argue precisely the contrary. Once the
human being is untethered from God, he
becomes, in very short order, an object
among objects, and hence susceptible to
the grossest manipulation by the powerful and self-interested. In the measure
that people still speak of the irreducible dignity of the individual, they are,
whether they know it or not, standing
upon Biblical foundations. When those
foundations are shaken—as they increasingly are today—a culture of death will
follow just as surely as night follows day.
If there is no God, then human beings are
dispensable—so why not trade the organs
of infants for a nice Lamborghini?
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Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains:
An ex-employee’s perspective
Abby Johnson received this anonymous
letter from a member of her organization, and passed it along to Denver
Catholic. Johnson runs And Then There
Were None, a group dedicated to helping
employees of the abortion industry ﬁnd
new jobs. You can learn more at attwn.
org.

“

Three years ago I was the happiest guy on earth. I had a great
job paying over $100K a year, an
amazing wife, and a beautiful step son. I
learned that it only takes a few things to
bring everything crashing down.
It started in May of 2012, when the
President of my company notified us
that the business was closing for good
effective the 1st of June. I had two
weeks to find another job.
I immediately started combing the
job sites, contacting friends, and doing
an emergency search for jobs. The problem was that our company wasn’t the
only one hurting. After a few weeks, and
zero interviews, I was getting worried.
My wife and I played poker nearly every
day, quite successfully, and used the
winnings to keep us afloat. This went on
for over six months.
Then I saw an advertisement for a
Director of Security position. It was an
absolute perfect fit for my skill set. Lots
of security reviews of facilities, personnel protection of company leaders,
alarm systems, and best of all, training
of employees. It was as if the position
description had been written utilizing
my resumé as the format. The only
problem? It was with Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains.
As a former military member,
and lifelong

conservative, that did present a slight
problem. However I justified my interest with the simple thought that my
job wasn’t going to be doing abortions.
My job was to protect the employees.
I mean, everyone deserves a safe work
place, right? And what they were doing
was 100% legal, right?
So I applied, and as anticipated, they
thought I was as perfect of a fit as I did.
I even explained to them that although
I didn’t personally like abortion, I certainly felt that people should not be in
danger simply because they did.
And that’s where the happiness
ended. Over the next year, I suffered
from extreme depression, my wife and
amazing step son moved out, I drank
way too much, my weight ballooned,
and overall my life went straight down
the toilet. I spent day in and day out
watching young women come in to the
facilities with a hesitant smile, and leave
in the afternoon in tears.
Protestors stood outside our facilities
screaming some of the vilest things I
have ever heard, all in the name of their
Lord. Workers for the company would
sit inside and make some of the worst
jokes you’ve ever heard about abortions,
birth control, and everything else associated with the organization and the
women who were their patients.
I started out like every other
employee, parroting the “we’re a women’s health organization”. Turns out,
Planned Parenthood is an abortion facility. Sure, they do many other things, on
a small level, but abortion is focus #1,
every day, all day.
So I decided I had to get out. Now,
please don’t get me

wrong. I needed to get away from the
protestors every bit as much as I needed
to get away from the organization. We
had some of the worst protestors in the
country at the Denver main office. They
screamed at my 5 year old step son. They
followed my wife when she was driving.
Sure, I met some protestors that were
wonderful. The Catholics are fantastic.
A nun pulled me aside one time and
simply prayed for me. And I’m not Catholic. But it was a wonderful prayer, and I
thought she actually cared about me.
So there I was at a crossroads. I didn’t
like where I worked, and I didn’t like
those that protested where I worked.
I had talked to friends, neighbors, and
someone suggested I contact Abby Johnson from And Then There Were None; an
organization devoted to helping people
quit Planned Parenthood and find jobs
elsewhere.
Abby hooked me up with a corporate
headhunter who rewrote my resume, and
helped me with job interview skills. The
headhunter even logged into my LinkedIn page and turned it into something
usable. Abby’s organization provide me
money to tide me and my family over
during the transition and asked for nothing in return. She simply was there with a
“what can I do for you” attitude.
Now, I have to tell you, in my time
working for Planned Parenthood, I had
done lots of investigations on Abby
Johnson. We were on her mailing lists.
We knew where she was, and ensured we
had someone in her audience whenever
she visited Colorado. I was told her book
(Unplanned) was a lie, and she was evil.
Turns out, everything I’d been

told about her was a lie. The leadership of
Planned Parenthood didn’t dislike her….
they were afraid of her….because she was
willing to tell the truth about things the
people at Planned Parenthood hide. And
believe me, they do hide things.
So, with the help of all these people,
who have still asked for nothing more
from me after all they did for me, I left.
I’ve never looked back. I don’t miss it for
a second.
If I have any advice upon leaving, I
would give it to the following:
• If you work for Planned Parenthood,
all I ask is that you truly pay attention
to what you’re being told, and try and
see the lies as well as the truth.
• If you’re a protestor outside the facilities, and you yell, scream, blow horns,
and blare from megaphones….you are
doing NOTHING to further the cause
of eliminating abortion. Your actions
hurt the cause. Most every pregnant
woman who turns away when you get
in their face returns when you’re not
there. They go to the back gate where
we would sneak them in. They come
in before you get there. But you don’t
stop them.
• If you’re one of the peaceful protestors,
keep doing the good work. Abortion
will not be ended with hatred and
screaming. The only thing that ever
changes someone’s heart is love.
• Read Abby’s book, Unplanned. I was
told not to read it, because it was full
of false information. What I found
was that I never saw one word in the
book that didn’t turn out to be 100%
true. And from a personal perspective, Abby and her organization saved
my life. She saved my marriage. She
saved my future.”
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

