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Little Sisters wait and pray

Sister Loraine Marie Maguire, Mother Provincial of the Little
Sisters of the Poor, talks to media after the nuns’ attorneys
presented oral arguments in a case seeking exemption from a
mandate to provide contraceptives, abortion-inducing drugs
and sterilizations to employees. IMAGE PROVIDED BY PETER ZELASKO/CNA

Attorneys decide next steps after circuit court rules against sisters seeking religious freedom
BY NISSA LAPOINT

T

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

he Little Sisters of the Poor are
waiting, and praying.
“I’m not sure what we’re going

to do next,” said Mother Patricia Mary
Metzgar, L.S.P., who oversees the Little Sisters’ Mullen Home for the Aged in Denver.
In a decision July 14, the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals rejected the sisters’
claim that complying with the federal
Health and Human Services (HHS)
mandate would be a violation of their

conscience. The court said it “ultimately
rejects the merits of this claim” because
the court believes the exemption “relieves
[the Little Sisters] from complicity.”
The sisters face the decision of either
violating their religious beliefs or paying
steep IRS penalties estimated around
$6,700 a day or $2.5 million a year.

After the news of the ruling, the Little
Sisters were disappointed, Mother
Metzgar said.
“We have been praying, and we’re going
to continue to pray,” she said. “We’re disappointed, but we’re praying.”
The future seems uncertain
for the order of sisters that
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Vatican Notes

Pope Francis visits ‘young Church’ with great wealth
Highlights from
9-day, 3-country tour
of Latin America
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic
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n July, Pope Francis made an apostolic visit to Latin America, visiting
Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay in nine
days. Below we are publishing highlights
of the pope’s homilies and addresses, in
which he speaks on the family, his own
sinfulness, and the constant presence of
Mary in our lives.
ECUADOR: “FAMILY IS THE NEAREST
HOSPITAL”

The pope celebrated the first Mass of
the trip at Samanes Park in Guayaquil,
Ecuador, on July 6.
“Those who love know how to serve
others. We learn this especially in the
family, where we become servants out of
love for one another. In the heart of the
family, no one is rejected; all have the
same value.
“The family is the nearest hospital;
when a family member is ill, it is in the
home that they are cared for as long as
possible. The family is the first school for
the young, the best home for the elderly.
The family constitutes the best ‘social
capital.’ It cannot be replaced by other
institutions.”
BOLIVIA: “THE LOGIC OF LOVE”

In Bolivia, the Holy Father met with
clergy, religious and seminarians on July
9 at the Coliseum of Don Bosco College
in Santa Cruz de la Sierra.

Pope Francis arrives in Ecuador from
Rome, Italy during his trip to South
America. PHOTO BY L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

People holding flags while waiting for
the pope to arrive at an airport in El
Alto, Bolivia on July 8. ALAN HOLDREN/CNA

Women hold a banner with an image
of Pope Francis in Caacupe, Paraguay
during his visit July 11. ALAN HOLDREN/CNA

“Compassion is not about zapping, it
is not about silencing pain, it is about the
logic of love, of suffering with. A logic,
a way of thinking and feeling, which is
not grounded in fear but in the freedom
born of love and of desire to put the good
of others before all else. A logic born of
not being afraid to draw near to the pain
of our people. Even if often this means
no more than standing at their side and
praying with them.”
“One day Jesus saw us on the side of
the road, wallowing in our own pain and
misery, our indifference. Each one knows
his or her past. He did not close his ear
to our cries. He stopped, drew near and
asked what he could do for us.”

who has experienced forgiveness. A man
who was, and is, saved from his many sins.
That is who I am. I don’t have much more
to give you or to offer you, but I want to
share with you what I do have and what
I love. It is Jesus Christ, the mercy of the
Father.”

(Rom 4:18). When all seemed to be falling
apart, with Mary you said: ‘Let us not be
afraid, the Lord is with us; he is with our
people, with our families; let us do what
he tells us.’”

“SAVED FROM HIS MANY SINS”

Pope Francis spoke to inmates at the
Santa Cruz-Palmasola Rehabilitation
Center in Santa Cruz de la Sierra on July
10, his last day in Bolivia
“You may be asking yourselves: ‘Who is
this man standing before us?’ I would like
to reply to that question with something
absolutely certain about my own life.
The man standing before you is a man
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PARAGUAY: “NEVER ALONE”

On the first full day in Paraguay, July
11, Pope Francis celebrated Mass at the
Marian Shrine of Caacupé, Paraguay.
“Mary has always been in our hospitals, our schools and our homes. She
has always sat at table in every home.
She has always been part of the history
of this country, making it a nation. Hers
has been a discreet and silent presence,
making itself felt through a statue, a holy
card or a medal. Under the sign of the
rosary, we know that we are never alone,
that she always accompanies us.”
“Like Mary, you lived through many
difficult situations which, in the eyes of
the world, would seem to discredit all
faith. Yet, like Mary, inspired and sustained by her example, you continued
to believe, even ‘hoping against all hope’

“NATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE”

The pope held a press conference July
12 during his flight from Asunción, Paraguay, to Rome, Italy.
“The Latin American Church has a
great wealth. She’s a young Church. … Her
theology is rich, it’s searching. … I believe
that this Church can offer us much.
“I’ll say one thing that really struck me.
In all three countries, all three of them,
along the streets there were mother and
fathers with their children, showing their
children. I’ve never seen so many children, so many.
“These new nations of young people
strengthen us. As for the Church, a young
Church with so many problems, this is
the message I find: Don’t be afraid of this
youth and freshness of the Church. She
may also be a little disorganized, but with
time she will be and will do us so much
good.”
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Pope
talks to
youth
Pope Francis
waves to
crowds during
a trip to South
America. PHOTO
BY ALAN HOLDREN/CNA

“To keep a
lamp burning,
we need to
keep putting
oil in it.”
-Mother Teresa

Pope appoints new secretariat

P

ope Francis appointed a new
position to oversee the Vatican’s
communications.
In an apostolic letter published June 29,
the pope established a secretariat for communications to oversee offices involved in
a variety of media.
“The current communication context, characterized by the presence and
the development of digital media, by the
factors of convergence and interactivity,
requires a rethinking of the information
system of the Holy See and dedication to
a reorganization which, recognizing the
history of internal development of the
asset of communications of the Apostolic

See, must proceed decisively towards
integration and a unified management,”
the pope said.
The offices that will converge include
the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, the Holy See Press Office,
Vatican Internet Service, Vatican Radio,
the Vatican Television Center (CTV), the
L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican Typography, Photograph Service and the Vatican
Publishing House (Libreria Editrice
Vaticana).
The pope also wrote that the new secretariat will maintain the Holy See’s
website—www.vatican.va—and the pope’s
Twitter account, @pontifex. SOURCE: ZENIT.COM

Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted to you, in
full compliance with the doctrine of the Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community through
your charitable giving.

START YOUR CHARITABLE GIFT PLANNING
FOR TOMORROW, TODAY.
PHOTO BY ALAN HOLDREN/CNA

Slavery and climate
Pope to youth:
conference set at Vatican Don’t waste your lives
The link between climate change and
human slavery is the topic of an international conference set at the Vatican later
this month, in which Pope Francis will
join mayors of major cities worldwide.
“These issues are intertwined: The
objectification of people, and the objectification of the planet,” said Michael
Shank, media consultant for the conference. “Modern Slavery and Climate
Change: the Commitment of the Cities”
is part of a larger symposium sponsored
by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences
from July 21-22 titled “Prosperity,
People and Planet: Achieving Sustainable Development in Our Cities.” The
conference will draw leaders from several cities worldwide including from the
United States. SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

LEARN HOW YOU CAN PROVIDE
A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR THOSE IN NEED...

The Catholic Foundation can help you plan your will to ensure careful
handling of your assets according to your values and charitable giving
intentions. Our staff provides planned giving expertise in accordance
to faith-based priorities and the standards in its Morally Responsible
Investment policy. For more information, visit TheCatholicFoundation.com.

NEWS IN BRIEF
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Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts

Pope Francis tossed aside his prepared remarks in a talk to thousands of
Paraguay’s young people, urging them
to go against the cultural current and
to live for Jesus. “I wrote a speech for
you, but prepared speeches are boring,”
the pope said during his visit to South
America. The idea of a liberated heart
was central to his message. “We don’t
need young people who waste their
lives,” he said. “We need young people
with hope! Because they know Jesus
and they have a free heart.” He continued, “Liberty is a gift that God gives us,
but we must know how to receive it. …
Hunger, drug addiction, sadness: all of
these things take our freedom from us.”
SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM
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Planned Parenthood sets
price for aborted baby organs

“

It’s been years
since I talked
about compensation,
so let me just figure
out what others
[Planned Parenthood
affiliates] are getting.
If this [price] is in the
ballpark, it’s fine, if
it’s still low then we
can bump it up.”
DR. MARY GATTER
Senior official at Planned
Parenthood

IMAGE PROVIDED

BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY » An undercover video released July 21 allegedly
shows a senior official at Planned Parenthood flippantly discussing monetary
compensation for aborted baby organs,
and the alteration of abortion procedures
to ensure that the organs are intact.
“It’s been years since I talked about
compensation, so let me just figure out
what others [Planned Parenthood affiliates] are getting. If this [price] is in the
ballpark, it’s fine, if it’s still low then we
can bump it up,” Dr. Mary Gatter appears
to tell actors posing as representatives
of a fetal tissue procurement company,
before joking, “I want a Lamborghini.”
Gatter is president of the Planned Parenthood medical directors’ council and
oversees a Planned Parenthood facility in
Pasadena, Calif.
The eight-minute video was released
by the citizen journalist group Center for
Medical Progress, which reports on medical ethics. It is the second video released as
part of their report, “Human Capital,” the
result of a three-year investigative study
of Planned Parenthood and its transfer of
body parts of aborted babies for money.
The first undercover video was made
public July 14, showing the organization’s senior director of medical services
discussing the “donation” of body parts of
aborted babies for “reasonable” compensation. The Planned Parenthood official
estimated the price for the body parts
from $30 to $100 per “specimen.”
Planned Parenthood has defended the
practice, saying that it is not making significant or illegal profits from the process,
and that it receives appropriate consent
from mothers.

The new video purports to show Gatter
saying that “we’re not in it for the money,
and we don’t want to be in a position of
being accused of selling tissue, and stuff
like that. On the other hand, there are
costs associated with the use of our space,
and that kind of stuff … it has to be big
enough that it is worthwhile.”
Gatter appears to suggest “$75 a specimen,” as a price that would “work” for
fetal tissue of aborted babies.
Federal law generally prohibits the
selling of human tissue but allows for
the donation of tissue with “reasonable payments” for the “transportation,
implantation, processing, preservation,
quality control, or storage of human fetal
tissue.” It explicitly prohibits the sale of
tissue for “valuable consideration.”
The video also includes a discussion of possibly adjusting the abortion
procedure of certain babies to better
deliver an “intact specimen” to the organ
harvesters.
“(I)f our usual technique is suction, at
10 to 12 weeks, and we switch to using an
IPAS or something with less suction, and
increase the odds that it will come out as
an intact specimen, then we’re kind of
violating the protocol that says to the
patient, ‘We’re not doing anything different in our care of you,’” Gatter appears to
say.
“Now to me, that’s kind of a specious
little argument,” she appears to continue, saying that she “wouldn’t object”
to asking the abortion doctor “to use an
IPAS at that gestational age, in order to
increase the odds that he’s going to get an
intact specimen, but I do need to throw
it out there as a concern. Because the

patient is signing something and we’re
signing something saying that we’re not
changing anything with the way we’re
managing you, just because we agree to
give tissue.”
“I think they’re both totally appropriate techniques. There’s no difference in
pain involved. I don’t think the patients
would care one iota. So yeah, I’m not
making a fuss about that.”
At the end of the video, she appears to
instruct one of the “buyers” to send her a
business proposal. “And then, if we want
to pursue this, mutually, I’ll mention
this to Ian [the surgeon] and see how he
feels in terms of how he feels about using
a ‘less crunchy’ technique to get more
whole specimens.”
More undercover videos could be
released in coming weeks. A lawyer from
Planned Parenthood sent a letter to U.S.
Rep. Fred Upton, chair of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee,
which is launching an investigation into
the organization after the release of the
first video.
“We don’t know what the Center will
release next, but we know enough to be
deeply concerned about the infiltration
of Planned Parenthood and its affiliates,”
the letter states.
It said that Planned Parenthood had
at least 65 meetings with the Center
for Medical Progress, and suggested
that future videos could include racial
questions and footage of an area used to
process the tissue of aborted babies.
This article by Adelaide Mena and
Matt Hadro was originally published on
CatholicNewsAgency.com.

Congress responds
to alleged scandal

U

ndercover videos revealing Planned Parenthood
officials allegedly offering
fetal body parts for harvesting and
research gained the attention of
Congress members who called for
an investigation.
Members of Congress held a press
conference on Capitol Hill July 15 in
reaction to the videos released by the
Center for Medical Progress, a group
of citizen journalists that cover medical ethics.
“Congress is right to use its oversight,” said U.S. Rep. Martha Roby,
R-Ala., with tears in her eyes, “to get
to the bottom of this and hold this
organization accountable.”
Roby referred to a nine-minute
video released July 14 showing a top
Planned Parenthood doctor casually discussing how clinic affiliates
offer body parts of aborted babies for
research, in exchange for money. A
second video was released capturing
another executive discussing compensation for baby organs.
In the first video, actors presented
themselves as members of a “fetal
tissue procurement company” and
asked Planned Parenthood’s senior
director of medical services, Dr. Deborah Nucatola, how they could work
with Planned Parenthood clinics to
obtain body parts of aborted babies
for research.
U.S. Rep. Tim Murphy, R-Pa., who
chairs the Oversight and Investigations subcommittee of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee,
announced an investigation into
Planned Parenthood over the report.
He was joined at the press conference
by other pro-life members of Congress, both Republican and Democrat.
While the sale of human body parts
is generally illegal, federal law does
permit donation of fetal tissue for
research purposes with the consent
of the mother.
State laws governing the donation
of organ tissue, however, vary by state.
Planned Parenthood has
defended the practice, saying that
it is not making significant or illegal profits from the process. SOURCE:
CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.ORG
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Little Sisters of the Poor attend oral arguments in their case against the HHS
mandate in December. The court ruled July 14 that the nuns must comply with
the mandate. PHOTO BY BERNARD GRANT/DENVER CATHOLIC
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has cared for the elderly poor
across the world for more than
175 years. Denver is home to one of the
order’s 28 nursing homes in the United
States. Mother Metzgar said she and nine
sisters work with a large staff to care for
more than 60 elderly at their Denver
home.
The sisters argued the government
is forcing them to act against their religious beliefs because of its requirement
to provide free contraceptives including
sterilizations and abortion-inducing
drugs and devices. Churches are exempt
from the mandate, but charitable organizations like the Little Sisters are not.
Attorneys from the Becket Fund for
Religious Freedom presented the sisters’
case in a lawsuit challenging the HHS
mandate, a part of the Affordable Care
Act also known as Obamacare.
Mark Rienzi, lead attorney for the Little
Sisters, reacted to the July 14 ruling.
“After losing repeatedly at the Supreme
Court, the government continues its
unrelenting pursuit of the Little Sisters
of the Poor,” he said in a statement. “It
is a national embarrassment that the
world’s most powerful government insists
that, instead of providing contraceptives
through its own existing exchanges and
programs, it must crush the Little Sisters’
faith and force them to participate. Untold
millions of people have managed to get
contraceptives without involving nuns,
and there is no reason the government
cannot run its programs without hijacking
the Little Sisters and their health plan.”
The Becket Fund said the ruling is a
departure from the U.S. Supreme Court’s
temporary protection of the Little Sisters in December 2013 when they were
granted an injunction to shield them
from hefty fines.
The federal court heard the nun’s oral
arguments in December 2014, when
Sister Loraine Marie Maguire, Mother
Provincial of the Little Sisters of the Poor,
stated, “As Little Sisters of the Poor, we
simply cannot choose between our care
for the elderly poor and our faith. And

SATURDAY

August 8, 2015
5 - 11 pm

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

The Little Sisters care for the elderly
poor in Denver. DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

we should not have to make that choice,
because it violates our nation’s commitment to ensuring that people from
diverse faiths can freely follow God’s
calling in their lives.”
At issue is a waiver form the sisters
could sign to receive an exemption from
the mandate, but the appeal states that it
“would make them morally complicit in
sin, would contradict their public witness
to the value of life, and would immorally
run the risk of misleading others.” The
form in fact would authorize a thirdparty to provide the services they find
morally objectionable.
The Little Sisters and their attorneys
are reviewing the court’s decision and
will decide whether to bring their case to
the U.S. Supreme Court, according to the
Becket Fund.
“We will keep on fighting for the Little
Sisters, even if that means having to go
all the way to the Supreme Court,” Daniel
Blomberg, attorney at the Becket Fund,
said in a statement.
The court’s order also impacts the
Christian Brothers Services and Christian Brothers Employee Benefit Trust,
the Catholic ministries through which
the Little Sisters obtain their health
coverage.
“All we ask is to be able to continue our
religious vocation free from government
intrusion,” Sister Maguire said.
For more information about the Becket
Fund and the Little Sisters case, visit www.
becketfund.org/hhsinformationcentral.

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

You’re Invited to the Third

Amazing Parish
Conference
August 11-12, 2015
Denver, Colorado

WHERE: Denver Marriott Tech
Center (room rate of $154)
WHEN: August 11th -12th (optional
team half-day on August 13th)
COST: Materials, conference
sessions, and meals are provided for
parish teams of up to five members
for $1000. Parishes with any funding
concerns please contact Deacon
Steve Stemper at the Catholic
Foundation of Northern Colorado.
For more information, send an email to
Team@AmazingParish.org with your parish
name and contact person. To register visit us at
AmazingParishConference.org
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Around the Archdiocese

Believers embrace

#MissionofJoy
BY MELISSA KEATING

S

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

ocial media users responded enthusiastically to the #MissionofJoy
campaign, on the same day as the U.S.
Supreme Court’s ruling on same-sex unions.
Author Sherry Weddell said the most
important aspect of the campaign—and
for Christians in general—is to remember
hope.
“God is still here. We are not helpless,”
Weddell said.
The #MissionofJoy campaign is a social
media initiative to inspire hope, courage
and charitable dialogue in light of recent
cultural events.
Weddell shared the campaign on her
Facebook page and in her discipleship
forum, and said the response was unusually robust.
“I thought it was a slow Friday afternoon,” Weddell said. “I was wrong. The
number of people who were sharing were
so high—I was really stunned.”
Weddell is the author of “Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing and
Following Jesus” and the co-founder of
the St. Catherine of Siena Institute, which
seeks to help parishes form lay evangelists.

Weddell said she received a total of over
600 likes and 200 shares on Facebook,
which is abnormally high. She says she
thinks the positive response is linked to
her followers’ desire for hope.
“At that point, what we were hearing and
seeing online was people telling us that the
situation was grave and asking what we
could do,” Weddell said. “There was a definite hunger at that point to have a positive
response. These people were saying ‘yes’ to
glorifying God instead of being a victim.”
She said she looked to other times in
history when the Church’s beliefs were
challenged and saw that innovative missionary action as a response to God’s grace
has consistently led to a revitalized Church.
“We’re in one of those turning points. If
we turn again to God and offer ourselves
together, it can be a real turning point of
creativity and initiative. But what will
make the difference is how we respond,”
Weddell said.
Other ministries and dioceses began to
follow the campaign as well. The Archdiocese of Detroit created several social media
postings and asked their followers to be
missionaries.
Jonathan Francis, web content specialist at the Archdiocese of Detroit, said they
had also experienced a strong response to
the campaign.

You can participate in the
campaign by:
• Creating images and memes
that spread the mission of joy
• Sharing quotes on social media
platforms
• Change your profile picture to
a photo of your wedding day,
or of your family, and caption
it #MissionofJoy

“We’ve received great feedback from
our social media followers. Many of our
followers expressed that our posts have
given them inspiration and hope in the

midst of despairing news,” Francis said.
Francis said another benefit of the
campaign was that for the first time in his
career, he saw dioceses across the country work together to promote a message
of hope.
“We are thrilled to finally be able to collaborate with different dioceses’ across the
country,” Francis said. “It’s encouraging
knowing that we can give joy and hope to
Catholics around the world. This is especially true today when the Catholic faith
and it’s worldviews are at odds with the
majority of our country. The partnership
of dioceses’ social media teams has been
long overdue and we believe that this is
just the beginning of many more future
collaborations.”
The National Catholic Register and
parishes across the country also joined
the campaign. Some posted their wedding photos or pictures with families with
the hashtag, while others chose to make
images with inspiring quotes.
Weddell said responding with joy is the
mark of true disciple.
“It’s a sign of strength to retain your
peace, to retain your confidence in God, and
with your courage and joy and generosity
of spirit share the truth of what we believe
without attacking. It’s compelling when
people encounter that,” Weddell said.

• Residential • Lighting Design
• Commercial • Building and Parking
• Industrial
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Spend Easter in Rome!

Good Electric Service Co., Inc.
$30 OFF
WITH AD

Call for light rebates!

303-455-5160

5401 W. 48th Ave., Denver, CO 80212

Classic Italy Tour

Rome, Florence, Venice & More

11 days from $1,449* now $1,349*

Save $100
per Person

*When you bo
ok
by 9/30/15

Departs March 24, 2016. Your tour starts in the historic city of Rome. Explore this Eternal City
including the famous Colosseum, Basilica Santa Maria Maggiore, The Vatican City and Sistine
Chapel. Travel North to the ancient town of Orvieto followed by Montecatini Terme, Pisa, where
you will see the iconic Leaning Tower and the capital of Tuscany, Florence. Continue Northeast
to Bologna, famous for its world-renowned culinary tradition and the amazing city of Venice,
with a sightseeing tour where you will see the Grand Canal. Then head to Verona, best known
as the setting for Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet; Lake Garda, Italy’s largest lake and Lake
Maggiore, with an included scenic lake cruise. Your journey concludes in Milan, with highlights
including the Piazza del Duomo and La Scala Opera House. Tour includes 15 meals.
PPDO. Plus $299 tax/service/government fees. Alternate departure dates available in 2016. Add-on airfare available.

*

Call toll-free for details!

1-877-230-1381
ymtvacations.com

Please mention
promo code

EC0961

 August 10-19
 Aug. 31 - Sep. 7
 September 25-27
 September 30
 October 2-4
 October 13

Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Retreat House Closed
Weekend Retreat (Men & Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.
Hearing & Tinnitus Center

More than
100 Physicians

Dr. Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

e
sThe choir at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Littleton practices a one-of-

Colorado’s 1st Board Certified
Dr. of Audiology

a-kind sound for a Mass July 16. PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT/DENVER CATHOLIC

have referred their patients...
• 2013 BBB Gold Star and A+ rated business

e

• 2013 Best of Service Award – Centennial/Englewood

e

• All our Doctors of Audiology are Board Certified

Sounds a lot like love

o
h
e

Littleton parish brings back sacred
music for unique feast day Mass
n
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

A

holy man once said that singing is
d
a lover’s thing.
Out of the utter depths of love,
h
eSt. Augustine wrote, singing is produced.
In their own expression of love for
Mary and gratitude for their church,
the choir at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish in Littleton performed a one-ofa-kind arrangement during a solemn
ytraditional Mass July 16.
Using Medieval chants
nand polyphony—or multiple sounds that create one
melody—the parish honored its patron, Our Lady of
Mount Carmel.
Rick Wheeler, music
director for the parish, said
he doesn’t think there’s
another Mass with music
like it.
“As far as we know, no
other (polyphonic Mass)
in history begins in the way ours does,”
he said.
He worked with fellow composer and
friend Lee Graham to create a music
score for the 7 p.m. feast day Mass at the
Littleton church that celebrates the Tridentine Latin Mass.
“(My friend) and I consulted for hours
on the phone and talked about examples
and musical ideas and themes,” Wheeler
said.
He said they decided to draw on the
Church’s sacred music tradition to celebrate its feast day.
They drew on the polyphony sounds
of the Renaissance, known in the musical world as the height of perfection for
liturgical music. The sound adds a “dignity, majesty and prodigious richness” to
the Mass, Venerable Pope Pius XII wrote

CHOIR
Listen to Our Lady of Mount Carmel’s
choir online at www.denvercatholic.org

in his 1955 encyclical Sacred Music.
The Second Vatican Council also supported the use of Gregorian chant, saying
it is suited for the Mass and should be
given “pride of place in liturgical services.”
“We can write music in the 21th century that’s just as beautiful,” he said.
The music for the Mass imitated that of
France, Spain and Italy around the 1500s
and is inspired by the work
of Tomás Luis de Victoria,
a famous 16th-century
composer in Spain.
“We took many examples of polyphonic Masses
of the 1500s and 1600s and
noticed one specific characteristic that stuck out to us:
an alternation of chant and
polyphony,” Wheeler said.
“Both of us quickly came to
the conclusion that the Mass
had to be like that very historical style.”
The music score for the Mass fluctuated
between the Gregorian chants written
specifically for the Mass and polyphony
written by Graham, sung in Latin—and
some Greek—by a choir of more than a
dozen men and women, Wheeler said.
The music composed includes an
entrance song, hymns after Scripture
readings, Alleluias and communion
verses—most commonly from Scripture.
Other parts of the Mass that do not
change—including the Gloria, the Creed,
the Hosanna, and Lamb of God—were
also sung in Latin.
“We’re finding those older chants and
bringing them back,” he said.
Wheeler said he is sharing the full score
with other musicians so other parishes
may enjoy the treasure of sacred music.

• Call for Available Saturday Appointments
Dr. Fatima, AuD, BCABA

Dr. of Audiology, HINDI/URDU

303.649.2122
Centennial, Colorado

Advanced
Partner
Siemens
Hearing
Instruments

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
We take your Hearing Seriously.

Vocations
Walk!
Come pray for an
increase in vocations
to holy orders and
Consecrated Life.
A free BBQ will
follow Stations of
the Cross and Mass.

Saturday, August 15
10 am – 2 pm

St. John Vianney Seminary 1300 S. Steele St., Denver

Register at www.DenverSeminarians.org

8

JULY 25-AUGUST 7, 2015 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Around the Archdiocese

Spiritual classics you can read in, like, 30 minutes
Also, they’re free
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

T

he Roman Catholic Church has
existed for 2,000 years and has
been blessed with great writers
and orators since the beginning. Many
of these people’s works are compiled into
great spiritual classics, like St. Augustine’s “The Confessions” and Eusebius’
“The Church History.”
However, some works are much shorter
and are a great way to start reading primary accounts of the Church’s history.
Here are some that you should be able
to read in one sitting and can find free
online.
THE MARTYRDOM OF STS.
PERPETUA AND FELICITAS
http://www.newadvent.org/
fathers/0324.htm

Perpetua was a Roman noblewoman
who was still nursing her child. Felicity was a slave in her third trimester of

pregnancy. Both were condemned to die
in the arena for their Christian faith.
Perpetua managed to dictate most of
what happened to them to a friend. This
account is the Maryrdom of Sts. Perpetua
and Felicitas. It’s stunning. All of the
arrested Christians pray together, and help
each other find the joy in their sufferings.
No one died immediately in the ring.
Instead, they were maimed by a variety
of wild animals while Roman citizens
watched. Finally, Perpetua instructed
her companions to “stand fast in the faith
and love one another, and do not be weakened by what we have gone through.” All
of the martyrs were eventually killed by
beheading.
The Martyrdom of Sts. Perpetua and
Felicitas is an enduring record of faith
in the face of adversity, but it’s so much
more. It’s a story of Christian friendship,
of motherhood, and of true beauty.
SUPREMI APOSTOLATUS OFFICIO:
ENCYCLICAL OF POPE LEO XIII ON
DEVOTION OF THE ROSARY
http://bit.ly/1SCuwIT

This may sound like a boring list of reasons why a pope liked the rosary, but it’s

actually really inspiring. Pope Leo XIII
starts his 11 paragraph long encyclical
by reminding Christians of the many
reasons we turn to Mary during times of
trouble. He then gives a brief history of
the rosary, and then explains why asking
for Mary’s intercession is the perfect cure
for the evils that afflict modern times.
“It is one of the most painful and grievous sights to see so many souls, redeemed
by the blood of Christ, snatched from
salvation by the whirlwind of an age of
error, precipitated into the abyss of eternal death. Our need of divine help is as
great today as when the great Dominic
introduced the use of the Rosary of Mary
as a balm for the wounds of his contemporaries, “ he wrote.
Then he finishes with a list of the many,
many ways you can gain an indulgence
from praying the rosary.
HUMANAE VITAE
http://bit.ly/1KSrQG2

It’s a bit of a stretch to call this one a
“classic” since it’s not very old, but it’s still
a primary source you can read quickly.
Pope Paul VI wrote Humanae Vitae
encyclical on married life and procreation

right as many Protestant churches began
to accept oral contraception. In 35 paragraphs, he lays out the Church’s teaching
on human life, especially with regards to
sexual ethics. In the midst of teaching the
Catholic stance on birth control, he even
made predictions about the future that
have proven to be uncannily accurate.
THE EPISTLE OF MATHETES TO
DIOGNETUS
http://www.newadvent.org/
fathers/0101.htm

This treatise was written somewhere
between 120 A.D.-200 A.D. The writer
is an early Christian writing to a pagan
official named Diognetus. He begins by
explaining (rather harshly) why neither
paganism nor Judaism can be the true
faith. He then explains how Christians
are set apart, and finally explains some
Christian teachings. Here is an oftquoted line from the middle section:
“They [Christians] dwell in their own
countries, but only as sojourners; they
bear their share in all things as citizens,
and they endure all hardships as strangers. Every foreign country is a fatherland
to them, and every fatherland is foreign.”

We are currently enrolling qualified participants in a clinical research study with a new investigational
drug. To qualify, you must be in good general health. Health insurance is not needed to participate and
you may receive compensation for time and travel. Participants must be willing to make six site visits.

To see if you or someone you know qualifies, please call us at 303.388.5629 or log into
CherryCreekDermatology.com
.

Don’t forget to say

DEACON APPRECIATION ISSUE
AUGUST 8, 2015

The deadline to reserve your ad is July 30, 2015.
The deadline for camera-ready ads is August 3, 2015
For more information contact Cindy O’Neill today at
(303) 715-3212 or cynthia.oneill@archden.org
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Area couple leaves
Denver to minister at
reservation

I

Rates as low as

3.75% APR

*

We have an affordable option with lower
closing fees than a conventional home loan.

BY ROXANNE KING

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

n helping his clients figure out their
lives, psychotherapist Kenn Cramer,
36, was figuring out his own.
Cramer, founder of St. Raphael
Counseling in Denver, which combines
psychotherapy with the truths of the
Catholic faith, recently made a major life
decision that will satisfy a longing to live
a more radical lifestyle for Christ.
In September he will leave his practice
and comfortable Highlands Ranch home
to do mission work along with his wife,
Laura, 32, at Fort Belknap Indian Reservation in Montana.
“When Laura and I got married (three
years ago) we played around with the
idea to do something extraordinary for
Christ,” Cramer said.
Through spiritual direction and much
prayer, the couple finally decided the
time was right for Cramer to move on
from St. Raphael’s, which he opened in
2009. Yearning to go on mission, which
both had previously done, they felt a call
to serve the most impoverished in the
United States. Cramer sent out inquiries
to several dioceses.
“It was clear almost from the get-go
that we were being led to Montana,”
Cramer said.
After visiting Fort Belknap, home to
the Gros Ventre and Assiniboine tribes,
they decided there wasn’t a good reason
not to go.
“They need help and we have gifts to
offer,” Cramer said.
The couple will serve as parish life
coordinators, a position provided by
canon law when there aren’t enough
priests for an area, to run three parishes
and a chapel formerly staffed by the
Jesuit order, which left Fort Belknap last
month after 128 years of ministry.
“Laura and I will be fully running four
churches on the reservation,” Cramer
said, listing everything from administrative duties to offering religious education
and organizing weddings, funerals and
Communion services.
A newly ordained diocesan priest, Father
Garrett Nelson, assigned to a town 40 miles
away from what will be the Cramers’ home
in Hays, population 800, will celebrate
Mass at the churches once a week.

Looking to be Mortgage
Free in 10 Years?

Contact us today!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient locations.

Kenn and Laura Cramer will leave
their lives and careers behind in
Denver to run four churches on
a Native American reservation in
Montana. PHOTO PROVIDED

“All of us in the Diocese of Great
Falls-Billings look forward to Kenn and
Laura joining us,” Bishop Michael Warfel
told the Denver Catholic. “I am fully confident with their wealth of experience,
formation and many gifts they each bring,
combined with a sincere love for Christ
and the Church, they will be effective
ministers to the people of the Fort Belknap Reservation.”
Located on 652,000 acres of plains and
grasslands in north-central Montana, Fort
Belknap has nearly 7,000 enrolled tribal
members with about half living on or near
the reservation. The main industry is agriculture, consisting of cattle ranching and
growing alfalfa. Although the rolling terrain and wide sky are beautiful, problems of
extreme poverty and high rates of alcoholism and suicide among Native American
populations overall are challenges.
“It is quite destitute,” Cramer said. “I
feel this call to help bring purpose and
mission and hope from Christ to these
people.”
Dominican Sister Kathleen Kane,
who has served the tribal populations in
Montana since 1973, said she is looking
forward to the Cramers’ arrival.
“There is a great need on the reservation for a steady, prayerful presence and
also for leadership development in the
parishes,” she said.
Although leaving the counseling center
he founded is bittersweet—Cramer said
he’ll miss his clients—he’s confident his
partner, clinical psychologist Jim Langley, who is taking over St. Raphael’s, will
continue to fulfill the center’s mission.

Bringing Catholic
Values to Financial
Services
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

APR* = Annual Percentage Rate. Some restrictions may apply.
See website for more details.

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

10

JULY 25-AUGUST 7, 2015 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Around the Archdiocese

Local Catholic leader calls NARAL’s
awards against life ‘disgusting’
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

S

tanch pro-abortion advocates stood
in applause at a NARAL fundraiser
for state lawmakers who fought prolife bills at the Capitol—a move Catholic
leader Jenny Kraska called “extreme.”
With plaques and honors, NARAL ProChoice Colorado—a public policy and
educational nonprofit advocating for
abortion—recognized six state legislators
at the fundraiser last month for defeating
pro-life bills, legislation that should have
drawn bipartisan support, according to
Kraska, the executive director of the Colorado Catholic Conference, the public
policy arm of the Church in the state.
The proposed bills, which would have
banned abortions based on a baby’s sex
and given medical attention to babies
who survived botched abortions, were
applauded by pro-abortion advocates for
meeting their demise.
Kraska said the awards show NARAL’s
militant views for unrestricted abortion.
“When you look at NARAL and you look
at what they support and don’t support, it
goes to show you how extreme they truly
are,” Kraska told the Denver Catholic. “To
me all these awards demonstrate is how
absolutely extreme NARAL is in their
support of abortion on demand.”
NARAL held an annual reception
and fundraiser June 29 at the Tears
McFarlane House in Denver to honor
“pro-choice champions for their leadership in defeating anti-choice legislation.”
These included state Rep. Daniel Kagan
for speaking against a bill on protecting
life from conception, Rep. Joseph Salazar
for fighting a ban on sex-selection abortion, Rep. Dianne Primavera for defeating
a born-alive infant protection act, Rep. Su

NARAL Pro-Choice Colorado held an awards ceremony in June for lawmakers
who defeated pro-life legislation. PHOTO BY DANR13/DPC

Ryden for fighting a women’s health protection act, Sen. Andy Kerr for defeating
a bill concerning crimes against unborn
babies, and Sen. Irene Aguilar for speaking against a women’s reproductive and
health information act.
NARAL Pro-Choice Colorado executive director Karen Middleton said it’s the
first year they’ve awarded six legislators
since it began to honor pro-choice politicians in 2013.
She said the organization tracks the
pro-choice voting record of legislators
and honors them at annual events. In a
previous year, two legislators were honored. With the high number of pro-life
bills during the last legislative session,
more legislators were honored for their
defeat of the bills, she said.
Kraska said she understood the organization’s awards are a way to promote
its pro-choice agenda. Yet the bills they
fought received support from pro-life and
pro-abortion politicians at a national and

Now enrolling students for the 2015-16 school year
in preschool through 8th grades!!
Call us to schedule a tour and discover all that
Christ the King Roman Catholic School has to offer!

LEGISLATORS AWARDED FOR
DEFEATING PRO-LIFE BILLS IN
COLORADO
• Rep. Daniel Kagan for defeating a bill protecting life from
conception
• Rep. Joseph Salazar for fighting a ban on sex-selection
abortion
• Rep. Dianne Primavera for
defeating a born-alive infant
protection act
• Rep. Su Ryden for fighting a
women’s health protection act
• Sen. Andy Kerr for defeating a
bill concerning crimes against
unborn babies
• Sen. Irene Aguilar for speaking
against a women’s reproductive and health information act

international level.
One state bill would have banned
abortions based on a baby’s sex. On an
international level, the practice of abortion based on sex found the rebuke of
the United Nations, which in 2011 called
attention to its injustice against women,
especially in Asian countries where it
fuels “a culture of discrimination and
violence.”
State Rep. Dan Nordberg, who sponsored the bill, said, “Abortion should
never be celebrated and these awards
speak to just how extreme the pro-abortion lobby has become.”
Another defeated bill, titled the Born
Alive Infant Protection Act, required
medical attention for babies born alive
after botched abortions.
“It is solving a non-existent problem,”
Middleton testified against the bill in
March. “The Born-Alive Infant Protection Act of federal law already states this
is a situation that should not occur. There
is no problem to be solved here. We do not
believe this occurs here.”
Yet a similar bill found support across
party lines in 2002, when the Born-Alive
Infant Protection Act was passed at the
federal level.
“To me it shows how out-of-touch
NARAL is with American society,” Kraska
said about the bills. “They’re not even
willing to work on very common sense
pieces of legislation.”
She said honoring politicians who fight
such common sense bills at the Capitol is
reprehensible.
“It’s like an episode of The Twilight
Zone,” Kraska said. “When you sit in
these (legislative) committee hearings
and listen to what people are saying and
then to think they’re being honored for
that … To me, it’s somewhat disgusting.”

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 2015
s Preschool, Pre-K, K to 8th Grade
s Rigorous Academics, Nurturing Family-like
Environment, Authentic Catholic Faith Formation
imbued with Carmelite Spirituality of Prayer
and Friendship with Jesus
s Before & Afterschool Care
s Financial Aid Available

bhensen@ckrcs.org

New families mention this ad by August 5th, 2015 and save $25 off Registration Fee
(303) 424-0402

s

3920 Pierce Street, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

s

www.denver-catholic-school.com
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golf classic
1 Tiger
6:30 a.m.-6:30

26 Teen backpacking
retreat

p.m., Riverdale Golf
Course, 13300 Riverdale
Road, Brighton. Benefits a scholarship fund
for tuition assistance.
Includes breakfast,
luncheon and awards.
Details: mary.fountaine@
holyfamilyhs.com or
303-410-1411 ext. 127.

Through Aug. 1, meet at
St. Catherine of Siena
Parish, 4200 Federal
Blvd., Denver, $400.
dTeenagers from 13-17
nyears old invited to
-backpack, celebrate
fMass, enjoy fellowship
din Indian Peaks wil,derness. Details: josh
tuanknight@gmail.com
dor 720-260-4520

1 First Saturday
devotion

Free conference
d 31 Through Aug.
s2, Pikes Peak Center,
-190 S. Cascade Ave.,

Colorado Springs, free.

nDonations accepted.
dLocal and national
espeakers include Bishop

Michael Sheridan,
Father Andre Mahanna.
nIncludes a youth track,
adoration, concert and
Mass. Details: www.
s
stthomasaquinassociety.
org or 719-448-0020

e

h
a

s

8 a.m.-9 a.m., Holy
Ghost Church, 1900 California St., Denver, free.
Mass at 8 a.m. followed
by a rosary and meditation for world peace.
Details: 303-292-1556

with Mary
1 Day
8:30 a.m., Our

Vocations walk for
the priesthood

Trinity funfest
7 Holy
Through Aug.

9, 5 p.m.-11 p.m., Holy
Trinity Parish, 7595 Federal Blvd., Westminster,
free. Food, live bands,
carnival games. Details:
303-428-3594 or www.
htcatholic.org.
Walk and pray for an increase in vocations to
the priesthood 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Aug. 15 at St.
AUG John Vianney Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Join others for the Stations of
the Cross and Mass in Christ the King Chapel.
Barbecue held afterward. Register at www.
denverseminarians.org. DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

Hour
2 Holy
3 p.m., Cathedral

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
ACROSS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

H L U N Q A W L O D R E X D N

J

L P Z N C G B R D O M
I

W E S E F

T

I

S U O

E A

I

O E A Y N X R G T A A H

I

S L

S Y H S P S E O E R A X U Z

I

s U T J S R R I T L M P T S L Z
d
I E Z A A E R C R A I S O G G

T

I

I

L A E V O R R Q Q Y S U

S C G O A N F

I

I

E N G U S Y

1

H

I

R F C A Q C A S T

I

G

L E E

I

U R V Q D Y R O L G E Y Y R J
CANNON BALL
CASTLE
EXERCISES
GENERAL
GLORY

JESUITS
JULY
LOYOLA
REFORMATION
RETREAT

SOCIETY
SOLDIER
SPAIN
SPIRITUAL
UNIVERSITY

2

3

4

5

6

Mass, Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church, 5612 S.
Hickory Circle, Littleton.

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

of Inquiry
12 7Night
p.m.-8:30 p.m.,

St. Dominic Parish,
3005 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver, free. Discuss
and explore the faith.
Details: 303-455-3613

14 Charity golf
tournament

6:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Hyland
Hills Golf Course, 9650
Sheridan Blvd., Westminster, $110. Helps
students with tuition at
Catholic high schools.
Details: 303-424-5037

7 City west
of Tulsa

16

8 A sib

6 Rod of _ _ _

17

18

19

11 Ark passenger

20

9 Companionable

15 Conjunction
16 “Double
Fantasy”
artist

22

21
24

14 De Valera
of Ireland

26

10 Catch in

28

29

33

32

41

40

44

45

48

49

50

18 Frisbees,
say

53

54

19 Card game

57

58

59

20 Genteel

60

61

62

24 Hip bones

26 Undulated
28 Retriever
32 Wife of the
prophet
Hosea
33 Scripture
34 Dirty dog
35 Among
36 Playwright
Edward
37 Detest
38 Fall behind
39 Urges

55

51

52

41 The Eucharistic
Prayer
43 They were
found
in Juan
Diego’s
cape at
Guadalupe
44 “_ _ _ in
peace”
45 Biblical
instrument

46 Classify

59 Entangle

49 Prayersong

60 Evidence
of a leak

53 Pope who
wrote
Rerum
Novarum,
_ _ _ XIII

61 Former
Russian
rulers

54 Covenant
seal (Ex
24:7–8)
56 Online
sales
57 Son of _ _ _
58 Strange
and mysterious

62 Iditarod
conveyances
DOWN
1

“…but
do not
perceive
the wooden _ _ _
in your
own?” (Mt
7:3)

13 Bovine
sounds
21 Free

56

23 Amer.

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

40 By the end
of the 20th
century
there had
been 265
of these

11 “So, could
you not
watch with
me one
_ _ _?” (Mt
26:40)
12 Wife of St.
Joachim

43

42

47

31

37

39

38

30

34

36

35

46

23

25

27

17 Flared
dress

25 Ovine cries

J G Q L X U U R

1

Marian procession
9 Following
11 a.m.

Creek Country Club, 2405
S. Yosemite St., Denver,
$1,000 or other sponsor
options. Tournament
includes hole contests,
awards and putting competition. Supports Seeds
of Hope. Details: 720476-7487 or laura.dulay@
tcfalliance.org.

15

S S T Y R B S E M U W E M L E

Z Q G C Z

Through Aug. 7, Cherry
Hills Community Church,
3900 Grace Blvd.,
Highlands Ranch, $99.
Speakers will talk on
strengthening leader-

for Hope
10 Golf
11 a.m., Cherry

14

A O G T S E K P N V X B Q O G

L C J U D J

6 Global Leadership
Summit

Noon, across from
Planned Parenthood
of the Rocky Mountains, 7155 E. 38th Ave.,
Denver. Father Hearty
will celebrate the traditional Latin Mass,
extraordinary form.

Procession with statue.
Setails: 303-703-8538

Clerical
color

22 Hardens

C A N N O N B A L

8 Mass near Planned
Parenthood

15

Eucharist and the rosary.
Details: 303-703-8538

Lady of Mount Carmel
Church, 5612 S. Hickory
Circle, Littleton, free.
Includes Mass, confession, Marian reflection,
exposition of the

SAINT IGNATIUS
Y U K L

ship. Also designed for
dialogue between Catholics and Protestants.
Details: 303-688-3380
or www.stthomasmore.
org/news/global-leadership-summit

FEATURED EVENT

AUGUST

2 Fa followers
3 Ugandan
strongman, Idi
___
4 Conspired
5 It is sometimes on
the back
of a pew
6 John
preached
in the
wilderness
here (Mt
3:1)

25 “Out of the
mouths of
_ _ _” (Mt
21:16)
26 “…she shall
be called
_ _ _,
because
she was
taken…”
(Gen 2:23)

31 Suggestions from
AAA
32 Inaugural
event
33 Utter impulsively
36 _ _ _ Creed
37 Sanatorium
39 Fruit-ﬂavored ice
40 Doorkeepers
42 In favor of
43 Hurried
45 Greek
abode of
the dead
46 Donation
to the
poor
47 The Dead
and the
Red
48 _ _ _ of
Thunder
(Mk 3:17)

27 Maria’s
friend

49 Coconut
husk

28 Seventh
sign of the
zodiac

50 Hollow in
the earth

29 Hang with
cloth
30 Hall’s
musical
partner

51 Told an
untruth
52 Old cloth
measures
55 _ _ _ pro
nobis
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Shout Outs

Classifieds 303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org
OBITUARY

EVENTS

ORLINE BLACKFORD - JULY 7, 2015

SAINT CLARE FESTIVAL - WHEN: Sat,
Aug. 8th from 11am - 7pm and Sun., Aug.
9th from Noon - 4:30 pm. WHERE: 3325
Pecos St., Denver. Garage Sale, Arts &
Crafts, Food & Fun for the Whole Family!!

It is with great sadness that we share
the news of the passing of our mother,
stepmother and grandmother, Orline
Blackford, on July 7, 2015 at the age of
88. The funeral was held July 22, 2015 at
Our Lady of Fatima in Lakewood. Orline is
survived by her daughter, Gina (Jeff); son,
Brian (Leeanna); stepdaughter, Marguerite
(George), and her seven grandchildren.
She was pre-deceased by her husband,
Clarence A. Blackford.

CEMETERY PROPERTY

El Pueblo Católico wins awards

Congratulations to El Pueblo Católico for winning eight awards from the Catholic
Press Association! The Association specifically cited El Pueblo’s continued
improvement. The awards included best news writing for a national/international
event (first), best lead article (first), best column (second), best website (second),
best news writing for a local/regional event (third), best feature story (third), and
general excellence (honorable mention). PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

New retreat house at
Walburga

Religious and Serra Club
visit Walburga

HIGHLAND CEMETERY - 10201 Grant
St., Thornton. Lovely spot in the Garden of
Atonement, Lot 197, Sect. B, Space 1. Reasonable offers considered; current value is
$4500. Please call 303-252-0132.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Desirable
ground-level location: St. Anthony Mausoleum, Crypt 27, Tier A, Park Bldg 1. Asking
$6250 or best offer, trans fee incl. (Value:
$7600). Call 253-381-0528 or 253-380-2177

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY PLOT
NW area of cemetery, Sect. 29. Great
neighborhood, quiet neighbors! $3100,
will pay transfer fee. Email tbettridge@
comcast.net.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

The Abbey of St. Walburga has a new
retreat house! Unlike the old retreat
house, this one is actually under the
same roof as the Abbey Church and guest
dining room. Each room has a private
bathroom and its own thermostat.
Most of the rooms are singles, while
there are a couple of doubles for
the accommodation of married couples.
There are also two wheelchair accessible
rooms. The new facility is best for groups
of 16-18 people. Visit walburga.org for
more information. DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO
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To celebrate the year of Consecrated Life,
Religious of the Archdiocese and the
Aurora Serrans took a bus trip to the
Abbey of St. Walburga. While there
they prayed, had a delicious picnic, and a
tour of the grounds. PHOTO BY SISTER SHARON FORD

Mother Cabrini Shrine

Volunteer Monica
Krygowski worked
the plinko station
at Mother Cabrini
Shrine’s Summer
Feast and
Bazaar July 11-12.
A joyful father and
son came to play
and get a prize.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Three plots
available: Single plot Sect 31, Blk 3, Lot 9,
Gr 5 & two adjacent plots Sect. 31, Blk 3,
Lot 24, Gr 1 & 2. Asking $3200 ea or best
offer, trans fee incl. Call 206-355-2171 or
720-252-6163.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Highly
desirable location: One gravesite in Sect.
27, Blk 5, Lot 39, Grave 8. Price: $3100, incl
transfer fee. Call 941-379-3345 or morrie@
earthlink.net

TOUR FABULOUS EASTERN EUROPE
WITH KNIGHTS COUNCIL #3340!!
Visit Poland, Prague, Budapest, Vienna,
cruise on the Vltava River & more! SPACE
IS LIMITED TO 40 TRAVELERS, so make your
plans now! Contact Tom at 303-7943747, chapman7039@comcast.net OR
Jack at 303-908-5672, jcmascio@msn.
com, for information and reservations.

PRAYERS
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
Oh Most Beautiful Flower of Mount Carmel,
Fruitful Vine, Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my
heart to succor me in this necessity (make
request). There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee
(repeat 3 times). Holy Mother, I place this
prayer in your hands (repeat 3 times). Say
this prayer 3 consecutive days and
publish it. - B.M.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy St.
Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in virtue,
rich in miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time of
need. To you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart & humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to come
to my assistance. Help me in my present
and urgent petition. In return I promise
to make your name known & cause you
to be invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail
Marys and Glorias for 9 days. Thank you
for prayers answered. - G.H.G.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

C

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete

3
b
a
C

service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

ATTORNEY
LAWYER

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

SUNDAY, JULY 26

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2

7:00 a.m. English, Msgr. Bernie Schmitz
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

H
I
R
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w
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p
S

MASONRY IMAGES INC.

B

Brick, block, stone, pavers,
repairs, flagstone, tile.
25 years experience.
Call Chuck at 303-941-9334

F

CAR DONATION

F
N
W
D

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

CONCRETE
ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE

A

G

W

T
R
I
P

Driveways, patios and walks. Senior
discounts. Customer referrals available. 40
years experience. Call Bob Falco, estimator
at 303-919-4145

H

CONTRACTOR

H
E
F

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...

LAWN CARE

Contact:

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

A

BRICK AND MASONRY

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

D

E

40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

Niche 17 in the Madonna Mausoleum,
Sect. D, Tier D. Niche holds two: 12x12x12.
Asking $3800, transfer fee included. Call
303-520-7879.

B

Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
E
L
L
S

Two lots in a beautiful older area: Sect. 32,
Block 2, Lot 6, Graves 9 & 10. Asking $3,100
ea. incl. transfer fee; will consider offers.
Call 720-323-5014

TRAVEL

AIR CONDITIONING &
HEATING

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

H

P

2
W
b
C
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CONTRACTOR, cont’d

HOUSE CLEANING

PLUMBING

TILE

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED. cont’d

BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION

JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

BUSINESS MANAGER - for Our Lady
of the Mountains Church in Estes Park.
Qualified candidate must hold a Bachelor’s
Degree in an Accounting, Finance, or a
Business field. Primary duties of this position are to support the Pastor in oversight
of all financial, personnel, facilities and IT
functions of the Parish. This is a full-time,
year-round position with benefits. Salary
commensurate with experience. Please
send resume and references before August
10th to: olmestesjobs@gmail.com

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER - Responsible

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

DENTIST
ALL DENTURE DENTAL CLINIC
Having a denture problem?
Immediate service on REPAIRS &
RELINES. 303-778-7707
1-800-NEWDENTURE
www.dentureguru.com

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY; LET US DO THE WORK. Lic/
Bond/Ins. 720-227-5564

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

INSURANCE
Auto, Home & Commercial Insurance
Call for a free quote: 720-763-9127 or
email: jmascio@insuranceaai.com
www.MeridianCapitalAgency.com

LANDSCAPING

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

GUTTER CLEANING

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

Member BBB. Free estimates, discount for
military and seniors. 10% off with ad!!
Call 720-877-3733

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

HANDYMAN

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

ROOFING

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Twin Pines Window Cleaning - Since 1994.
Residential Specialist in the Metro Area.
Insured, Reliable and Safe. Free Estimates.
Please call Bob at 303-329-8205

REMODELING

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
AND CONCRETE SERVICES

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

TREE SERVICE

M D K REMODELING

MERIDIAN CAPITAL AGENCY

ELECTRICAL

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

SILVER CROSS

MORTGAGES
FHA REVERSE MORTGAGES
FOR SENIORS 62 AND OLDER
It is your home and your equity! Your
hidden money source! No more monthly
mortgage payments! Provides you with
greater happiness now! Call Don (NMLS
#265036) the Specialist at 720-989-8853 or
email: DIG@allianceguaranty.com

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS
PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS
$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

CAREGIVERS NEEDED
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
22 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

MILE HIGH TREE CARE, INC.
Please see ad on previous page.

FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT - THORNTON
Room in townhome with shared kitchen
& laundry. Female non-smoker only. No
pets-share mine! $600/mo., incl. utilities &
internet. No bus. Please call 303-437-5757

HOME FOR SALE
NEAR REGIS JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL!
An 8-minute walk along horse property
trail to Regis from this beautiful, sunny
2007 home with 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths,
approximately 3280 sf. New carpet, paint,
updated kitchen, lg. unfinished bsmt. For
further pricing info, contact realtor Merritt
Cohn at (303) 907-9600.

WHEELCHAIR FOR SALE
MOTORIZED WHEELCHAIR FOR SALE
Purchased new in January 2012. Used
indoors only for just 2 years. Brand new
batteries, clean & well-maintained. $875.
Please call Randy at 303-579-1594.

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CHEF/COOK POSITION - F/T for Mother
Cabrini Shrine. Must have: cooking experience; knowledge of food safety/storage;
excellent customer service & hospitality
skills; ability to plan, prepare & cook meals
for large groups; a good driving record;
ability to work with other staff/volunteers
and shop for kitchen items if necessary.
Interested candidates - please send your
resume to: jobs@mothercabrinishrine.org
FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are now
hiring for these full-time positions:
Network Engineer, HelpDesk Tech,
Windows System Engineer, Executive
Administrative Assistant, Donor Relations
Specialist, Gift Operations Specialist,
Office Administrator and Events Manager.
For full job descriptions and to apply,
please visit our website: www.focus.org/
jobs or email your cover letter and resume
to hr@focus.org.

LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS

Mary’s Maternity of Motherhood Home
seeks a live-in housemother with a calling
for Pro-Life Ministry. Oversee daily
activities & provide spiritual witness for
the pregnant mothers. Call Lynn at
303-477-2820.

18 yrs. in business. Professional installation
and repairs. Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. All work guaranteed.
Please call 303-523-5859.

NEED HELP?

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!

69 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

Join Affordable Home Care’s team of compassionate, dedicated personal caregivers
who are making a difference in the lives of
others. if you are male or female seeking
to learn new skills or have experience in
the home care field, opportunity awaits
you. Our hours/live-ins are based on our
clients’ needs. Contact us at 303-988-1821
and start using your special talents!

CALL
303-715-3212
EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org

individual to transport students to/from
Ave Maria School & other activities. Skills:
ability to operate school bus in compliance
w/all local, state & federal laws; must be 21
y.o.; defensive driving; possess or ability
to obtain a CO Comm’l Drivers Lic, First Aid/
CPR, Motor Vehicle Report. Salary DOE.
For questions regarding the position, or to
apply, call 720-842-5400 or email:
tloiselle@avemariacatholicparish.org.

SCIENCE TEACHER, PART-TIME - for
St. Pius X Catholic School. The position
would be five days per week, but for only
a couple of hours each day. Candidates
must have a valid teaching license and
a passion for science. Great opportunity
for retired teachers! To inquire or to
apply, please email Eileen Michalczyk at
emichalczyk@stpiusxschool.net
SEASONAL GROUNDS WORKER
Hardworking, motivated & independent
individual needed for St. Simeon Catholic
Cemetery, Aurora - part of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Seasonal position, now through
October/November at $8.23 to $11 per
hr. Duties include mowing, trimming,
operating equipment, pouring concrete,
etc. Experience a plus but not required. Call
Mike at 720-859-9785 for questions or email
resume to mike.hornung@archden.org

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

TEACHER POSITIONS - FULL TIME
St. Mary Catholic School in Littleton has
the following open teacher positions for
the 2015-2016 school year: Sixth Grade
Language Arts/Science teacher and
Computer teacher for grades K-8. Visit
our website for a general outline of
standards and competencies for these
positions: www.littletoncatholicschool.
com/apps/jobs/. Interested candidates,
please send your resume and letter of
interest to gcaudle@stmarylittleton.com

TREE TRIMMERS
Experienced rope and saddle with valid
Driver’s License. North metro and suburbs.
Top pay and benefits for the right person.
Call 303-288-9339.

DIRECTOR OF DIOCESAN OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
The Catholic Diocese of Wichita is seeking an exceptional individual to serve as our
full-time Director, Office of Faith Formation. This individual will provide resources,
training, policy guidance, and oversight for parish catechetical and youth ministry
programs in parishes throughout the Diocese and serves as a resource for parish adult
faith formation activities. Bachelor’s degree required, Master’s degree in a related field
is preferred; practicing Catholic in good standing who is an active and faithful steward
in one’s parish. For a complete description, qualifications and application instructions,
visit: http://catholicdioceseofwichita.org/office-of-human-resources/employment/
current-job- openings. Application deadline is on or before noon, August 12, 2015.
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Perspectives

Progressive Catholic authoritarianism: an enduring problem

B

ack in the day (the late 1960s or
thereabouts), Father Andrew
Greeley – the model of an
old-fashioned liberal Catholic – accused
Father
Daniel BerGEORGE rigan (the
WEIGEL beau ideal of
post-conciliar Catholic
The Catholic Difference
radicalism)
of harboring
George Weigel is a
distinguished senior fellow of
an authorthe Ethics and Public Policy
itarian
Center in Washington, D.C.
streak in his
politics. By which Greeley meant that,
were Berrigan and his radical friends to
achieve power, their aggressive sense
of moral superiority would lead them
to put Greeley and his liberal friends in
jail. It was classic Greeley hyperbole,
but like some of Andy’s polemics, there
was a grain of truth in it.
The Sixties Catholic radicalism that
shaped what is now self-styled “progressive” Catholicism did have a pronounced
authoritarian streak in it, despite its
disdain for traditional forms of authority (including Church authority). So
as old-fashioned Catholic liberalism
morphed into today’s “progressive”
Catholicism, forms of authoritarian

bullying, shaming, and exclusion that
would have appalled 1950s Catholic
liberals – who knew what it meant to be
stung by the lash of conservative clerical
authoritarianism – made their way into
the kitbag of contemporary progressive
Catholicism. There they remain, an
offense against the openness, tolerance,
and commitment to “dialogue” for
which progressive Catholicism habitually pats itself on the back.
The most obvious example of this
involves Catholic higher education in
the United States. The anti-Modernist
denunciations of the early 20th-century Sodalitium Pianum damaged
reputations and destroyed careers in
an attempt to enforce a narrow form
of Catholic intellectual life; so did the
below-the-belt machinations that
followed the 1950 encyclical Humani
Generis. Both of these episodes are
now widely and rightly acknowledged
as disgraceful violations of evangelical
freedom. But hasn’t something similar
been happening on Catholic campuses
in recent decades, now that progressive
Catholics (who claim to have learned
the lessons of 20th-century ecclesial
authoritarianism) have the whip hand?
For example: It is widely known that
it would be impossible for a young

scholar, no matter how talented, to get
a tenure-track position in the theology
department of certain prestigious Catholic universities, if he or she had, during
the course of their doctoral work, or
in their early teaching and publishing,
promoted Humanae Vitae as both true
and prophetic. Or had defended John
Paul II’s declaration in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis that the Church has no authority
to admit women to the ministerial
priesthood. Or had written in support
of the Catechism’s teaching that homosexual inclinations are a sign of spiritual
disturbance. Or had signed any of the
recent declarations in defense of marriage classically understood.
Precisely the kind of academic
closed shop that old-fashioned liberals
deplored after Humani Generis is now
being unblushingly enforced by progressive Catholics at Fordham, Boston
College, Georgetown, Seattle University, and on many other campuses – and,
as in the past, Catholic intellectual life
is being crippled when it isn’t being
reduced to incoherence.
Then there is the Catholic blogosphere. Authoritarian bullying and
shaming are certainly not a monopoly of
progressive Catholic blog-post writers;
there are plenty of ignorant, ill-informed,

graceless, and narrow-minded folk on
the other end of the spectrum. But those
boys and girls don’t regularly congratulate themselves on their openness and
tolerance of diversity. That the progressive Catholic blogosphere does so is
almost as bad as its penchant for misrepresentation and calumny.
I’ve cited it before, but it’s so prescient
that it’s worth citing again. Thomas
Merton, who was no one’s idea of a traditional or conservative Catholic, was
nonetheless attacked by the Catholic Left
of his day for alleged offenses against the
orthodoxies of radicalism. His response,
in one of his charming “nonsense letters”
to his friend and fellow-poet, Robert Lax,
has a certain prophetic ring to it, read at a
distance of forty-eight years:
“I am truly spry and full of fun but am
pursued by the vilifications of progressed
Catholics. Mark my word man there is
no uglier species on the face of the earth
than progressed Catholics, mean, frivol,
ungainly, inarticulate, venomous, and
bursting at the seams with progress into
the secular cities and Teilhardian subways. The Ottavianis was bad but these
are infinitely worse. You wait and see.”
Progressive Catholic authoritarianism is, one might say, an enduring
problem.

Where to draw the line in the media

I

heard a Christian speaker talking
about needing to avoid certain movies
and TV shows. Is it really a big deal
what kind of entertainment I watch, listen
to or read? Isn’t it better to know what’s
going on in the world than be close oﬀ ?
This is an extremely important question. Not only is it pressing (we decide on
our entertainment on a daily basis), but
it is also deeply personal. All of us must
choose how we will entertain ourselves.
Let’s clarify the importance of the situation. While we could look at this from
a cultural perspective, let’s skip that and
bring things a little closer to home. There
is a psychological principle that has been
termed “the law of exposure.” This states
that the things we expose ourselves to have
an effect on us. Music affects our moods. I
have a friend who listens to “death metal.”
He knows that it makes him angry and
frustrated, but he listens to it anyway.
Language affects our own language. I have
another friend who finds himself swearing left and right after a “weekend with
the guys.” Images affect how we see other
people. I talk to many men and women
who find themselves in sexual sin after
viewing certain photos or videos.
To deny “the law of exposure” is to
deny reality. Some people like to claim
immunity, but this is simply a lack of

self-knowledge. And it is not limited
to people of a certain age. I don’t know
how much sillier we could be than
when we will turn off the TV for a child,
saying, “You
FATHER shouldn’t
be watching
MIKE
SCHMITZ this,” but
then return
to it ourAsk Fr. Mike
selves. Does
Father Mike Schmitz is a
the fact that
national speaker and the
I am in my
chaplain for Newman Catholic
30s mean
Campus Ministries at the
University of Minnesota Duluth. that I am
fathermikeschmitz@gmail.com unaffected
by these images and ideas? Certainly, I
am better equipped to discern the truth,
but if a movie is bad for a child, how can I
be so confident that it is good for me? If it
is garbage for a 12-year-old, then it is garbage for me, even if I have learned how to
sort through the garbage a little better.
Just as important, we live in a free
market society. We vote with our dollars.
What do you spend money and time on?
For example, I know a number of Catholics who went to see “The Da Vinci Code”
or “The Golden Compass” even though
these movies are clearly anti-Catholic. It
does no good to claim, “I don’t agree with
them!” The people making this entertainment don’t care if you agree or not. Your

interior motivation matters, but it is not
absolute. Once they have your money,
you have already stated that you’re on
their side. And if the movie is evil (or promotes evil ideas), then you just gave $9.75
to the cause of evil. (How much did you
put in the collection plate? In the end, all
of those numbers will be made known
and there will be no room for excuses like,
“It was only a movie!”).
Entertainment is never “only entertainment.” Every form of media presents
some philosophy of life, a belief about the
world, the human person and God. These
ideas mean something, because ideas have
consequences. Every great (and every
terrible) movement started with an idea.
Have you ever noticed that every dictatorship first seeks to control the media?
Because when you control the media, you
control ideas, and once you control ideas,
you can lead people wherever you want.
Rather than attempt to list movies, TV
shows or songs, it is more important for
our purposes to have some principles
that we can apply. We only have room for
one in this column today. When encountering some form of entertainment, ask
yourself, “Does this reveal the dignity of
the human person or in some way distort
or obscure it?” Another way to phrase
the question is, “Does this entertainment
reveal truth and beauty?” Some art does

this in ways we wouldn’t expect. Flannery
O’Conner is arguably the finest American fiction writer of the last century. She
wrote about sin and grace in a powerful
and truthful way, but it was not pretty.
I always thought her stories were grotesque, but they were true. She revealed
beauty through writing about ugly things.
It is the difference between the violence
and gore in “Saving Private Ryan” and
that found in the “Saw” movies.
Pope Benedict XVI once wrote, “We
may never be entertained by the suffering
of others.” What does this mean when it
comes to “Ultimate Fighting Challenge”?
Will I have to change my TV watching?
The next thing we need is conviction. If
something is bad for me, then why would
I expose myself to it? If I am going to be a
follower of Christ, I need to be the kind of
person who makes a decision.
Are you the kind of person who can
make a decision? Are you willing to? If
you are convicted that “this entertainment does not uphold human dignity,”
are you willing to then not watch it? Seriously, to say, “No matter how funny this
new ‘The Hangover’-style comedy is, it is
not good for me and so I won’t watch it.”
Because, in the end, all of this entertainment will pass away. What will remain,
for good or for ill, is the kind of person it
has fashioned me into.
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Changing my body to “match” my “identity”?

T

he famous Olympian Bruce
Jenner made headlines recently
when he told ABC News, “For all
intents and purposes, I’m a woman…
That female side is part of me. That’s
who I am.” He has been receiving hormonal treatments to acquire feminine
traits. His dramatic case raises important ethical and medical concerns about
properly understanding our identity
and respecting the given order of our
bodies.
Suppose a man were to declare that
his real identity, in his innermost self,
was that of a pirate, and that he had
always been aware of it from his earliest
childhood. If he were to decide, in order
to more fully conform to that inner
identity, to have his hand surgically
removed so that he could have a hook
installed in its place, this would surely
indicate a serious mental condition on
his part, and counseling, along with
other psychiatric interventions, would
be appropriate, rather than encouraging
medical mutilation.
Or we might consider the strange case
of Chloe-Jennings White, a 58 year old
woman from Salt Lake City, Utah, who,
although perfectly healthy, has a deepseated desire to become paralyzed, even
to the point of being willing to pay a
surgeon to sever her spine to make her
a paraplegic. As a young girl, whenever
she saw somebody with leg braces, she
asked why she couldn’t have her own
set. Ever since, she has dreamed of
being paralyzed from the waist down
and says that she sometimes goes skiing
in the hopes that an accident will render
her paraplegic: “I ski extremely fast,
and aim for the most dangerous runs.”
She likewise fantasizes about having

to get easily sidelined when people
discuss medical interventions for individuals who are convinced that they
are actually members of the opposite
sex. Paul McHugh, a doctor who served
as psychiatrist-in-chief at the Johns
Hopkins Hospital for more than two
decades, was one of the first to raise
concerns about transgender approaches
that rely on hormones and surgeries.
He noted that even though follow-up
studies of sex-change patients may
have indicated satisfaction with the
outcome on the part of the patients, the
numerous psychological problems they
experienced prior to their surgeries,

problems with emotions, relationships, work and self-identity remained
unchanged. McHugh concluded that
“to provide a surgical alteration to the
body of these unfortunate people was
to collaborate with a mental disorder
rather than to treat it.” Indeed, although
some people may clamor to have their
spine severed, to have a healthy limb
removed, or to have sex change operations, the recognition of the seriousness
of the underlying psychiatric issues
should only strengthen our resolve to
protect the human dignity and authentic personal identity of these patients by
declining their requests for any form of
medical mutilation.
Nonetheless, misguided notions
about personal identity continue to gain
a foothold in our society. The opening
line of the recent Supreme Court decision legalizing gay “marriage,” to cite
but one example, declares that liberty
means “specific rights that allow persons, within a lawful realm, to define
and express their identity.” This kind
of confused language about allowing people to “define their identity”
ignores the crucially important truth
that numerous aspects of our identity,
especially those related to our bodily
and sexual identity, are pre-determined,
objective goods that we are called to
recognize and respect in the choices
we make. Respecting objective goods
stands at the heart of the project of
moral reasoning. Whether considering
the integrity of our arms and legs or
the integrity of our sexual constitution, proposals for chemical or surgical
mutilation of these faculties will
understandably raise concerns among
reasonable and caring people.

father, with responsibility for molding
and shaping her into the woman she has
become today. Her dad has been her
protector for the past 22 years, the one
to console her when she is hurt, the one
to guide her in issues of morality, to be
that shoulder to cry on, to be the spiritual leader in her life.
Her father is blessed with the
supreme gift that you are to her, knowing that you, too, are a man after God’s
own heart, with confidence that you
will now take on the role of protector
and helpmate; ultimately to help her get
back to heaven.
It will be an emotional day, the day her
father walks her down the aisle to meet
you, her husband; but what a joyous day,
to watch you exchange your vows in the
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.
1 Corinthians 13 is a popular Scripture at many marriage ceremonies. You

know the one, it starts, “Love is patient,
love is kind. It is not jealous, love is not
pompous.”
Our suggestion is that you take this
Scripture to prayer, in the spirit of
examining your own heart, for your
bride-to-be, and alone with God.
Something we have done utilizing this
Scripture verse is to insert our spouse’s
name where the word “love” appears.
This can be a wonderful filter,
time and time again to check ourselves. Why? Because faith, hope and
love remain and the greatest of these is
love. With the help of God’s grace, if we
can grow in these virtues throughout
married life, it will lead us, and all those
we care for, and encounter, to Jesus,
who is love itself!
With all of our love and continued
prayers, welcome to our family!
-Your future father and mother-in-law

a car accident to make her paralyzed.
In the meantime, she lives her life as if
she were a paraplegic, putting braces
around her legs, and riding around in a

FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.

wheelchair. She suffers from what has
been termed “Body Integrity Identity
Disorder,” or BIID, a rare disorder in
which individuals lack a proper sense
of bodily identity and reject their own
limbs. Some experts believe it is caused
by a neurological disorder in which the
brain’s mapping system fails to recognize particular parts of the body.
If a surgeon were to sever her spine,
even with her consent, broad condemnation would quickly follow from inside
and outside the medical profession,
given that her limbs are healthy, and
she is really battling a mental disorder.
Various commentators have reacted
strongly to her story, noting the irony of
so many people who have become crippled due to tragic accidents and yearn
for even the most basic forms of mobility, even as White seeks to mutilate her
body and do violence to her own functional integrity. It doesn’t take much
reflection to appreciate how the powers
of medicine are meant for healing our
bodies, not for harming and maiming
them.
Yet this kind of clear thinking seems

Bruce Jenner at the London 2012
Olympics. PHOTO BY DUNCAN RAWLINSON

Letter to our future son-in-law

D

ear Future Son-in-Law,
We have been praying for you
for years; that God would put in
our daughter’s path a man of God. Our

MATT &
MINDY
DALTON
Marriage Missionaries
Matt and Mindy Dalton can be reached at
matt@marriagemissionaries.org, 303-578-8287
or at www.marriagemissionaries.org.

prayers included that our own marriage
would be a good witness of God’s plan
for life and love, so that one day our
daughter would recognize authentic
love when she met her future husband.
God has answered our prayers.
When our first child, a baby girl, was
born 22 years ago, we had no idea what

the future would hold. We had no idea
how to be parents, and “all” that being
parents would entail. She was such a
happy baby. Everyone would comment on
how well-behaved she was at Mass. Well,
that changed quickly as she turned 2.
When she was 7 years old, she talked
of becoming a nun one day. We always
encouraged her to try to listen to what
God wanted for her in life, to be open to
whatever vocation he called her.
We started to talk with her about the
importance of her praying for her future
spouse, whether that was to be a man
or Jesus himself, if she chose the consecrated life. If she were to be married,
we prayed for a spouse that would be
kind, loving, charitable, compassionate,
giving, and most important, a spouse
that would love Jesus Christ above anybody and anything.
God the Father gave her an earthly
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.
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