Catholic Youth Day Wednesday, July 8
Advance Discount Tickets Available for $28.50
WaterWorldColorado.com

For details and to order tickets, contact your home parish. Tickets for this event are not available for purchase at Water World.
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Laudato Si’ debate
hits close to home
Craig’s Colowyo Mine is at the
center of the conversation over
environmental responsibility,
heightened by the release of Pope
Francis’ encyclical on integral
ecology. The mine, left, supplies
power to 1 million people in
Colorado and Wyoming. After the
land in mined, it is reclaimed and
turned into a natural habitat, like
the one pictured here. PHOTO BY COLOWYO
COAL COMPANY L.P.

BY NISSA LAPOINT

B

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

rent Malley is a coal miner who
says it’s his duty to be a steward
of the environment, especially

among an escalating fight over coal in
northwest Colorado.
The 37-year-old plant operator works
at the Colowyo Mine near Craig, a
coal-mining town in Moffat County, targeted by the activist group WildEarth
Guardians intent on banning coal.
Malley said his approximately 220

co-workers and the townspeople are
speaking out against a lawsuit generated
by activists that threatens to shut down
the mine, which is a major source of
energy for the state and has won awards
for creating habitats and reclaiming
mined land.
The town is one of many places finding

itself at the center of dialogue on environmental responsibility as Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si’: On the Care of Our
Common Home was officially released
June 18.
“What I read was (the pope) thinks
we should be good stewards
of the earth,” said Malley, who

|»5

Eleven ordained
deacons » 4

Catholic Bookstore
Month » 8-9

Archbishop visits
jail » 10

Urged to love Christ
first

Priest oﬀers top
reading picks

Gives hope to the
forgotten

2

JUNE 27-JULY 10, 2015 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Beyond the Laudato Si’ headlines

P

ope Francis’ encyclical on the
environment, Laudato Si’ (Praise
be), was predictably covered in
the press as an endorsement of climate change. But the encyclical goes
far beyond that to offer fundamental
insights that the media has glossed over
or simply ignored. I will highlight three.
The question which drives Laudato
Si is, “What kind of world do we want to
leave to those who come after us, to children who are now growing up?” (Laudato
Si, 160). This question is one that I have
heard frequently from parents today as
they think about their children’s future.
To answer it, one has to grapple with
the bigger questions like, “What is the
meaning and purpose of our life?” “Who
or What is my God?” and “What is our
relationship to all of creation?”
The first idea I want to emphasize
comes from Pope Francis’ response to
these questions. He answers them by
pointing to Genesis and the Psalms,
where we learn that creation is an
expression of God’s love for humanity,
and that “all creatures are moving forward, with us and through us, towards a
common point of arrival, which is God”
(83). In other words, the meaning and
purpose of our lives comes from being
made by and for God, and the same is
true for creation. This shared goal and
our common origin point to “three
fundamental and closely intertwined
relationships: with God, with our neighbor and with the earth itself” (66).

Understanding this interconnectedness should change how we see the
world and lead to what Pope Francis
calls an “integral ecology,” which is the
second idea that I would like to underscore. It is important to note that Pope
Francis begins with our relationship
with God, which is the foundation for
our relationships with our neighbor and
creation. It means that if I sin against
my neighbor, creation or God, I impact
all the other spheres of life, whether by
hardening my heart or by carrying out
an action that harms what the pope calls
“our common home.”
In this context, the Holy Father
introduces the concept of an “integral
ecology,” which takes into account that
the “health of a society’s institutions
affects the environment and the quality
of human life” (142). In other words,
Pope Francis is saying that an integrated
understanding of the environment
includes nature, economics, culture and
our fellow man, and that any analysis of
environmental problems must look at
all these aspects.
This is why he challenges those who
justify abortion and human embryonic
research while also campaigning for
the protection of nature (120, 136). And
it is the reason that he decries the failure to protect and invest in employees
(124-126), the destruction of cultures by
relativism (144), and the confusion of
those who do not accept their biological
gender (155).

@ ArchbishopDen

June 17

One short illustration that the pope
used might be helpful for grasping this
integrated way of seeing the world. He
writes in number 149, “The extreme
poverty experienced in areas lacking harmony … can lead to incidents of brutality
and to exploitation by criminal organizations. In the unstable neighborhoods
of mega-cities, the daily experience of
overcrowding and social anonymity can
create a sense of uprootedness which
spawns antisocial behavior and violence.”
Pope Francis therefore concludes
that, “We are not faced with two separate crises, one environmental and the
other social, but rather one complex
crisis which is both social and environmental” (139). This insight has great
value for all who are seeking to bring
the Gospel to the modern world, and it
should be pondered.
The third insight that the Holy Father
offers in Laudato Si’ that I would like to
point out is one that affects many of us.
Drawing upon the famous theologian
Romano Guardini, he speaks about the
“technological paradigm” in which the
user of a technology seeks to employ its
power to control and possess an object.
But what is often forgotten in our
desire to have the latest gadget is that
technology is not neutral. In fact, the
pope argues that it creates “a framework
which ends up conditioning lifestyles
and shaping social possibilities along
the lines dictated by the interests of certain powerful groups” (107).

If technology is not used as merely a
tool but becomes a kind of unquestionable force, then we end up losing sight
of the human impact that economic,
cultural or political decisions have. As
Pope Francis explains, “Life gradually
becomes a surrender to situations conditioned by technology, itself viewed
as the principal key to the meaning of
existence” (110). This view ignores the
dignity of the human person, of creation
itself, and ultimately God.
Laudato Si’ is, above all, a hopeful
encyclical. Citing his namesake, St. Francis of Assisi, the Holy Father draws his
encyclical to a close by saying, “In the
heart of this world, the Lord of life, who
loves us so much, is always present. He
does not abandon us, he does not leave us
alone, for he has united himself definitively to our earth, and his love constantly
impels us to find new ways forward.
Praise be to him!” (245). The Lord of life
became man for our sake, died on the
Cross for us, and rose from the dead. He
alone gives meaning to human life.
I pray that all persons of good will may
encounter the Lord of life and come to
receive his love so that we all regain “the
conviction that we need one another,
that we have a shared responsibility for
others and the world, and that being
good and decent are worth it” (229).
Laudato Si’ can be read in full at:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/
en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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Facility. Pray for
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Archbishop Samuel Aquila delivers a homily during a Mass he celebrated
outside at St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Denver. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

3

DENVER CATHOLIC | JUNE 27-JULY 10, 2015

Vatican Notes

Pope says receive new
encyclical with ‘open heart’

Pope Francis with the Italian Christian Workers Associations (ACLI) on May
23, 2015 in the Vatican on the 70th anniversary of the founding of the ACLI.
Pope Francis told the association to support dignified labor that is free,
creative, participatory, and mutually supportive. PHOTO BY DANIEL IBAÑEZ/CNA

P

ope Francis is asking for people to
have an “open heart” when they
read his latest encyclical dedicated to the environment. “Our ‘home’
is being ruined, and this hurts everyone,
especially the poorest among us,” the
pontiff said at the conclusion of a general audience June 17. The pope’s second
encyclical Laudato Si’ was released June
18. It deals with creation and the human
ecology, examining man’s responsibility
in caring for the earth. The document,
translated to “Praised be,” is taken from

St. Francis of Assisi’s medieval Italian prayer “Canticle of the Sun,” which
praises God through elements of creation
like Brother Sun, Sister Moon, and “our
sister Mother Earth.” “My appeal, therefore, is for responsibility,” he said, which
is “based on the task which God gave to
man in creation: ‘to till and protect’ the
‘garden’ in which he has been placed.” “I
invite everyone to receive this new document with an open heart, which places
itself along the lines of the Church’s social
doctrine.” SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon Samuel Lopez, relieved of his responsibilities at St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Denver, and
assigned to St. Francis de Sales Parish, Denver, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon August Cordova, appointed deacon at St. John the Evangelist, Loveland, and Regina Caeli
Clinical Services, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Michael Daly, appointed deacon at Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Lakewood, and Family Services
Kinship of Catholic Charities, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Timothy Hathaway, appointed deacon at Mother of God Parish, Denver, and supporting the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception and Denver Health Medical Center, eﬀective July 1,
2015.
Deacon Robert Hoffman, appointed deacon at Christ the King Parish, Evergreen, and Jesus Our Hope
Retreat House, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Mladen Martinovic, appointed deacon at St. Louis Parish, Englewood, and Foothills Youth
Detention Center, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Marc Nestorick, appointed deacon at St. Frances Cabrini Parish, Littleton, and The Father Ed
Judy House and the Carron Center, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Efrain Pruneda, appointed deacon at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora, and
Immigration Office for Catholic Charities, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Gregory Reynolds, appointed deacon at St. Joseph Parish, Fort Collins, and The Mission
Shelter, Fort Collins, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Stanley Rymes, appointed deacon at Our Lady of the Mountains Parish, Estes Park, and the
Weld County Youth Detention Center, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon David Thompson, appointed deacon at St. Mary Parish, Littleton, and University of Colorado
Hospital, eﬀective July 1, 2015.
Deacon Dennis Wallisch, appointed deacon at St. John the Evangelist Parish, Loveland, and The
Mission Shelter, Fort Collins, eﬀective July 1, 2015.

You’re Invited to the Third

Amazing Parish
Conference
August 11-12, 2015
Denver, Colorado
The Amazing Parish
Conference is a twoday event featuring
practical workshops
and interactive
forums,
presentations
and discussions
around parish
vision, teamwork
and innovative
programs—all
designed to help
pastors and their
teams implement
the Seven Traits of an
Amazing Parish.

WHERE: Denver Marriott
Tech Center (room rate of $154)
WHEN: August 11th -12th
(optional team half-day on August 13th)
COST: Materials, conference sessions,
and meals are provided for parish teams
of up to five members for $1000. Parishes
with any funding concerns please contact
Deacon Steve Stemper at the Catholic
Foundation of Northern Colorado.
For more information, send an email to
Team@AmazingParish.org with your
parish name and contact person.
To register visit us at
AmazingParishConference.org
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Eleven men
ordained
deacons

Denver’s new deacons
The Denver community
welcomed 11 new deacons after
their ordination at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception with applause and
blessings.
The deacons will begin their
service in the Archdiocese of
Denver at parishes and through
various ministries.
Below is a list of those deacons.
DEACON AUGUST CORDOVA
Parish: St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Loveland
Family: Wife, Regina, and four
children
DEACON MICHAEL DALY
Parish: Our Lady of Fatima
Parish, Lakewood
Family: Wife, Megan, and six
children

Deacon Marc Nestorick carries the censor at his ordination. Nestorick, along with 10 other men, was ordained a deacon by
Archbishop Samuel Aquila at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on June 20. PHOTOS BY ANYA SEMENOFF/DENVER CATHOLIC

E

BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

leven men were ordained to the
diaconate on June 20 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila served as
the ordaining prelate.
Before the homily, a deacon called for
each of the candidates by name. The archbishop accepted all 11 men for ordination.
Archbishop Aquila gave his homily on
the day’s readings: Jer 1:4-9 (“before I
formed you in the womb, I knew you...” Acts
8:26-40 (Philip and the Ethopian eunuch)
and Jn 15:9-17 (part of the Last Supper discourses). The archbishop emphasized that
the new deacons must rest in Christ’s love
to be able to fulfill their ministry.
“The Lord assures Jeremiah, and
assures us today, that when he formed us
in the womb he knew us,” he said. “You
must know in your own heart that each
of you is a beloved son of Jesus.”
He told them not to be afraid if persecutions come, because Christ will send
his spirit, just as he did to Philip when he
encountered the Ethiopian eunuch.
“You will be called to proclaim Jesus.
Not what you think about Jesus, not your
own thoughts and opinions, but Jesus,”
Archbishop Aquila said.
He also reminded the men that there
would be no room for pride in their
ministry.
“You will be configured to Christ the
servant through Jesus. Remember that
Jesus came to serve. He had no spirit of
entitlement,” Archbishop Aquila said.
The archbishop also explained the
deacons’ specific roles, which include
proclaiming the Gospel and preparing
the altar.

DEACON TIMOTHY HATHAWAY
Parish: Mother of God Parish,
and Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception
Family: Wife, Jessie, two children
DEACON ROBERT HOFFMAN
Parish: Christ the King Church,
Evergreen
Family: Wife, Bonnie, and two
children
DEACON MLADEN MARTINOVIC
Parish: St. Louis Parish, Englewood
Family: Wife, Vesna, and five
children
DEACON MARC NESTORICK
Parish: St. Frances Cabrini Parish,
Littleton
Family: Wife, Pattie, and three
children

Deacon Robert Hoffman receives the kiss of peace from Deacon Timothy Kelly.

“In serving the word, you will be called
to proclaim the Gospel. You will need to
encounter Jesus in that word, so that you
may preach him,” the archbishop said.
“Deacons are entrusted especially with
the Precious Blood. It is a reminder that
you are called to give your lives.”
Along with this, he reminded them that
they had to serve their primary vocation
first.
“Your first vocation, your first state in
life, is your marriage. It will be important
for you to seek a balance between your
ministry and our family,” he said.
“Your family must never come second.
You must love your wives and children.”
After the homily, each of the elect stood
before the archbishop and declared their
intention to be ordained. They promised
to be consecrated, to discharge their
office with humility so as to assist the
priestly order, to preserve and proclaim
the mystery of faith, to deepen their spirit
of prayer, and to be conformed to the
Lord’s body and blood.
Each individual deacon then knelt
before the archbishop and placed their

hands between his.
“Do you promise respect and obedience to me and my successors?” the
archbishop asked.
“I do,” each of the elect said.
“May God who has begun a good work
in you bring it to fulfillment,” the archbishop said.
The men lay prostrate before the altar
while the choir and congregation sang a
litany of the saints and song of supplication.
The archbishop then laid hands on
each of the elect and silently said the
prayers of ordination.
After their ordination, the deacons
were invested with the stole and dalmatic,
which serves as an outward manifestation
of their ordination. Each was then presented with the book of the Gospels and
exhorted to believe, teach and practice
what he reads. Then the archbishop and
all the deacons present gave the newly
ordained the kiss of peace to welcome
them into the ministry.
The Mass then proceeded, with the
newly ordained deacons moving into the
sanctuary to assist at the Mass.

DEACON EFRAIN PRUNEDA
Parish: Our Lady Queen of Peace
Parish, Aurora
Family: Wife, Lili, and three children
DEACON GREGORY REYNOLDS
Parish: St. Joseph Parish, Fort
Collins
Family: Wife, Melissa
DEACON STANLEY RYMES
Parish: Our Lady of the
Mountains Parish, Estes Park
Family: Wife, Ana Maria, and
three children
DEACON DAVID THOMPSON
Parish: St. Mary Parish, Littleton
Family: Wife, Vicki, and three
children
DEACON DENNIS WALLISCH
Parish: St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Loveland
Family: Wife, Beth, and three
children
Meet the deacons and read
about their journeys online at

www.denvercatholic.org
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attends St. Michael Parish in
Craig. “I completely agree, 100
percent. I believe it’s a sin to go out and to
damage the earth and to not fix it.”
He said it’s a moral duty to be responsible and take care of God’s creation.
“I believe it is our duty as Catholics to
go out and explain to people what we do
(at the mine),” he said.
Father Jason Wunsch, parochial vicar
at St. Michael, said it’s been a perfect
storm of debate in Craig as the lengthy
184-page letter was released urging a
discussion about solutions to a damaged
earth.
“Already our community is hanging on
by a thread,” he said. “It has an affect on
everybody and the community.”
The debate is not only political and
legal, but moral. Father Wunsch said he’s
been speaking in homilies and reaching out to the community to discuss the
moral implications of environmental
responsibility. He said the Church has a
voice in the matter.
“It’s a moral issue because it’s a gift
from God, because it has a beauty, goodness and wisdom that reﬂects him. To
destroy (creation) is to offend God,” he
said.
Creation itself must be considered, but
so must its impact on people.
“You cannot hurt the environment

without hurting people,” he said.
In Craig, the townspeople fear the
environment is made a higher priority
by environmentalists who they feel assert
nature above people.
Father Wunsch said there needs to be a
balance. The ideology of the environmentalists is damaging and fails to recognize
the order of creation—that humans are
above animals and nature, he said.
“The environmental movement has
become an ideology,” he said. “The pope,
as well his encyclical, talks about this.
They take an idea that nature is good
and dignified but then impose it on reality, versus letting reality form our ideas.
It’s imposing ideas before we even look at
reality and it does damage to the human
community.”
The prevailing ideology drove WildEarth Guardians to file a lawsuit and
threaten the Colowyo Mine. In May, a U.S.
District court judge in Denver ruled that
the federal office overseeing the mine
had 120 days to look at the environmental impact of the mine and gather public
opinion on its expansion. If the U.S. Office
of Surface mining fails to meet the judges’
request, the court could order the mine
to shut down.
The town, whose local economy relies
on the mine, reacted with concern about
job loss and the impact on energy supply.
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The Colowyo Mine supplies the CraigStation, one of the largest coal-fired plants in
the area with the capacity to produce 1,303
megawatts of electricity, which is enough
to supply demands for 1 million people in
Colorado and neighboring states.
The mine is one of the most
responsible in the nation, receiving recognition for having one of the lowest
violations-per-inspection-day rates in
the United States’ coal industry and a
record of no environmental notices of
violation resulting from inspections,
according to Drew Kramer, public affairs
manager of Tri-State Generation and
Transmission, the parent company of
the mine.
But Craig’s residents could learn from
the Church and the encyclical by thinking
beyond their town, Father Wunsch said.
“We shouldn’t wait for a crisis point
in our community to act at all,” he said,
adding that the town could focus on recycling more often.
“People in Craig could be more Catholic in being more concerned for the
world,” he said. “We have to be concerned
with the poor.”
Malley said everyone has a responsibility to act consciously.
“This is our backyard here in Moffat
County and we take this seriously,” he
said.

It’s about self-sacriﬁce
The message of Laudato Si’ is one
of thinking outside oneself, says
Scott Powell, director of scriptural
theology at St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Center in Boulder.
“What the pope wants is Christians who know how to sacrifice...
That’s the heart of the encyclical,”
Powell told the Denver Catholic.
And the way to start is to act
virtuously.
“The whole moral imperative is just
be holy,” Powell said after reading
the encyclical. “We should be holy,
our country should be holy, our
corporations should be holy.”
“The point is not let’s just recycle
because there’s a lot of paper
we need to not waste. That’s
part of it—that’s true,” Powell
commented. “But the more that
I’m conscious about what I’m
doing, the more I’m going to be
able to be conscious of being
self-sacrificial.”
The root of all sin, including a lack
of care for the created world, is
selfishness, he said.
For more comments from Powell,
check out the entire interview on
DenverCatholic.org

Looking to be Mortgage
Free in 10 Years?
Rates as low as

3.75% APR

*

We have an affordable option with lower
closing fees than a conventional home loan.

Contact us today!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient locations.

Bringing Catholic
Values to Financial
Services
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

APR* = Annual Percentage Rate. Some restrictions may apply.
See website for more details.

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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All City Old & New Parochial Schools
Golf Championship “Scramble” Tournament

Sponsored by St. Joe’s Class of ‘65
at Fox Hollow Golf Course, Lakewood
Who’s the best golf school in
When
the Parochial League???
July 20, 2015 (Monday)
7:30 am Shot Gun Start

Prizes

1st Place
Trophy
2nd Place
Trophy
rd
Trophy
3 Place
Longest Drive Prizes
Closest to the Pin Prizes
Longest Putt
Prizes

}

“We all have too
much golf stuff ”

Around the Archdiocese

Laudato Si’: The prayer
behind the encyclical

Entry

ST. MARY’S

Academy

MARYCREST

ARRUPE
Grade Schools

All Saints
All Souls
Annunciation
Assumption
Ave Maria
Blessed Sacrament
Christ the King
Cure d’Ars
Escuela de Guadalupe
Good Shepherd
Guardian Angels
Holy Cross
Holy Trinity
Most Precious Blood
Mt. Carmel
Nativity of Our Lord
Notre Dame
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Lady of Fatima
Our Lady of Loreto
Our Lady of Lourdes
Presentation
Sacred Heart

St. Anthony
St. Bernadette
St. Cajetan
St. Catherine of Siena
St. Dominic
St. Elizabeth
St. Francis de Sales
St. Ingatius Loyola
St. James
St. John
St. Joseph
St. Louis - Englewood
St. Mary - Littleton
St. Mary Magdalene
St. Patrick
Sts. Peter & Paul
St. Philomena
St. Pius X
St. Rose of Lima
St. Therese
St. Thomas More
St. Vincent de Paul
Shrine of St. Anne

$120 per player, which will include:
• Green Fees
• Golf Cart
• Range Balls
• $5 Credit to Pro Shop
• Lunch Buffet

Other Info

$5 Mulligan - up to 8 per player
$5 per Foot of String - up to 10 ft. per team

Why

Proceeds will go to the
Catholic Grade Schools in need.
We’ve lost too many Catholic schools, and
yet they provide the Best in Education

Where

See back for registration form and info
Monday,
July 20, 2015
Entry $120 per Player • Deadline July 6, 2015

Team Leader
Name________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________
City, State, Zip__________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________

Email________________________________________________
Sponsors
of the
Team Members ________________________________________
All City________________________________________
Old
& New Parochial
________________________________________
________________________________________
Schools

 Individual entry looking for a team

ST. MARY’S

Academy

MARYCREST

ARRUPE

School your team is representing ___________________________

Golf Championship
“Scramble”
Tournament
All City Parochial Golf Tournament
3801 E. Florida Avenue, Suite 909
at Fox Hollow
Denver, CO 80210
13410
Rd. go to: SEEDSOFHOPEDENVER.ORG
ToWest
useMorrison
a credit card
Golf Course
Please enclose entry check payable to Seeds of Hope
Please mail check and entry to: Seeds of Hope

Click on events tab. Go to “All City Parochial Golf Tournament” and
complete entry and credit card information.

Monday, July 20, 2015
7:30
Shot
Gun
If youam
have any
questions,
call or Start
email:

Dave Kolenc Levels Available:
Mike Johnson
Sponsor

Sponsor

Tom Lehnerz
$1000
Cell 720-210-4576
Includes:
Email k2ct@msn.com

4 Man Team
Set up on 1 hole
Your Logo & Product

Cell 303-619-2257
Email coachj313@aol.com
Silver

Sponsor

Tom Sanchez
$500
Cell 303-328-8714
Includes:
Email tls936@comcast.net

Set up on 1 hole
Your Logo & Product

If you have any questions, call or email:
Dave Kolenc
Mike Johnson
Cell 303-902-7594
Cell 303-619-2257
Email kjordie@msn.com
Email coachj313@aol.com
Tom Lehnerz

ELLA GALLUP SUMNER AND MARY CATLIN SUMNER COLLECTION FUND/DENVER CATHOLIC

BY MELISSA KEATING

All City Old & New Parochial Schools
Golf Championship “Scramble”
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P

ope Francis’ new encyclical Laudato Si’ is named after a famous
prayer by St. Francis of Assisi. Here
are seven things you need to know about
the prayer behind the encyclical.

1

LAUDATO SI’ IS THE SONG OF ST.
FRANCIS’ LIFE.

Unlike some other prayers
attributed to St. Francis, Laudato Si’
was actually written by the saint. He
wrote it after he had already received
the stigmata, and would sing the canticle
throughout the day.

2

HE WROTE THE SECTION
PRAISING DEATH AS HE WAS
DYING.

St. Francis ended the canticle by praising “sister bodily death.” He wrote these
verses as he was dying.
“It’s a beautiful example of how we’re
called to live,” Father John Lager, O.F.M.,
Cap., said.

3

IT ISN’T A NEW AGE ANTHEM.

St. Francis didn’t write songs
to the ambiguous force of nature.
Instead, he praised God for each individual creature.
In his book “St. Francis of Assisi,” G.K.
Chesterton states, “St. Francis was a man
who did not want to see the wood for the
trees. He wanted to see each tree as a separate and almost a sacred thing, being a
child of God and therefore a brother or
sister of man.”
Each stanza of the prayer is dedicated
to a specific creation, to whom St. Francis
assigned a title. He gives the sun an honorific title, calling it “my lord Brother Sun.”
Wind, however, is simply his brother. He

didn’t jumble all of creation—he thanked
God for each individual entity.

4

ST. FRANCIS REALLY, REALLY
LOVED ALL OF CREATION.

St. Francis didn’t love the moon,
wind, etc. because they were pretty; he loved
them because they revealed their maker.
“To St. Francis, everything in creation
reﬂected back God’s beauty, loveliness
and majesty,” Father Lager said. “He
had a tremendous love of seeing Christ
incarnationally.”

5

ST. FRANCIS SAW STEWARDSHIP
AS A MEANS OF PRAISING GOD.

Father Lager said that Pope
Francis echoed this sentiment in his
encyclical.
“He wants us to ask how we can give
praise to God, like St. Francis did, and
give thanks for our common home,”
Father Lager said.

6

ST. FRANCIS SAW
CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
EVERYTHING IN CREATION.

“I think Pope Francis wants us to see
how way back in the Middle Ages, St.
Francis saw this interconnectedness as
a great gift,” Father Lager said. “He sees
in St. Francis this great interconnectedness with each other, with God, and with
creation. There’s harmony in all of that.”

7

ST. FRANCIS DIDN’T ONLY
CARE ABOUT THE MOON AND
THE TREES.

Father Lager said that if St. Francis were alive today, he doubts his first
sermon would be about nature.
“I’m sure that he’d want to preach
about … the unconcern for the very poor,”
Father Lager said. “People are raising
their children in garbage heaps—literally.
We should care about that.”

7
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Local community’s book helps
youth navigate discernment pitfalls

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/Nissa_LaPoint

d

T

oday’s young adults are sometimes
called the ‘maybe’ generation for
avoiding decisions about their
vocation,
said Father Anthony of the
,
Transfiguration, a priest with the Community of the Beatitudes.
Habits of hiding behind short term
goals,
letting failures drag one down, and
s
etaking bad advice from friends are just a
tfew of the pitfalls that can ensnare the
journey to discovering one’s vocation.
These pitfalls and practical tips to
discerning
marriage, the priesthood
P
or religious life are described in Father
Anthony and the Community of the
sBeatitudes’ recently released book, “Discerning your Vocation: A Catholic Guide
efor Young Adults.”
d Craig Nelson, a 24-year-old auto
”mechanical engineer, said he found the
book a joy and is taking concrete steps to
discern marriage or religious life.
“Their book is such a simple guide and
gives you direction on a simple level. It’s
really easy to relate to and it really makes
a lot of sense,” Nelson said.
. Although at first reluctant to join the
scommunity’s group Disciples of the
sLamb because of a full schedule, he found
-committing to the gathering has helped
him grow in his faith. He attended a few
retreats at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary and went on a pilgrimage to
Rome.
The book begins with a letter by
Father Jacques Philippe, member of the
Community of the Beatitudes, an international association of faithful based on
Carmelite spirituality.
Father Anthony writes with Sister
”Emmanuelle Borchardt and Father
gNathanael Pujos—who live in community based at St. Catherine of Siena
Parish—about setting a foundation to

The Community of
the Beatitudes
helps young
adults grow
in their faith
and discern their
vocation
through
retreats in
Denver and
through international
pilgrimages.

Do Your Investments Reflect Your Faith?
Faith-Based & Socially Responsible Investment Options
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Small and Medium Sized Business
Retirement Plans
Self-Employed Retirement Plans
Life, Long Term Care & Disability Insurance
Retirement Income Strategies
TERESA M. HOWES
CLU, ChFC, CASL,AIF®
Investment Advisor Representative
Call today for an appointment!

(303) 697-6118
6901 S. Pierce St., Ste. 384, Littleton, CO 80128

www.tmhowesfinancial.com

Securities and advisory services offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC). Member FINRA, SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
T.M. Howes Financial LLC, Catholic Way Investment, LLC and NPC are separate and unrelated entities.

Last Chance
Before Fall!

PHOTO PROVIDED

discernment, criteria for the discernment process, avoiding pitfalls and taking
steps to realize the vocation.
“Young people today are too busy,”
Father Anthony said. “We don’t know
how to get out of our own indecision.”
He said the book is used as a guide to
help youth on their path and then make
a truly free choice about their vocation.
Stephen Paskvich, a 25-year-old graduate student at the Colorado School of
Mines in Golden, said he took the first
step to discern a vocation with the Community of the Beatitudes. Upon approval,
he’ll begin a year of discernment.
“I really grew attracted to the community,” Paskvich said about his time at
Mines. “Along with all the previous discussions about discerning the priesthood,
they helped move me toward making the
concrete step toward that discernment.
With the support of my friends and
family, I decided to request candidacy
with the Beatitudes. That is the first step.”
Having a supportive group of friends
and priests to discuss his thoughts and
feelings and experiences in prayer was
helpful in discernment, he said.
Paskvich said the book has been useful
for him.
“Each of the chapters really tie
together well and they give you an idea
about what it means to enter the discernment process and what your goals are
with the process,” he said. “It’s probably
one of the most useful tools I’ve had in
discernment.”
“DISCERNING YOUR VOCATION”
A Catholic Guide
for Young Adults
Author: Community
of the Beatitudes
Publisher: Society of
St. Paul
Cost: $6.95

50
UP TO

Call Now!

%

OFF*

Labor & Materials!
Offer expires 7/8/15

MENTION DENVER CATHOLIC FOR BEST PRICES!

With 35 years experience and over 1 Million satisfied customers nationally,
Gutter Helmet ® remains the #1 gutter protection system.
*Owner operator and proud REGIS UNIVERSITY GRADUATE Karl
Scheib says “We hope we can help protect your home and family too!”

OF GREATER DENVER AND NORTHERN COLORADO

Over 2 MILLION FEET INSTALLED IN COLORADO!

SERVING COLORADO FOR 13 YEARS!
FREE In-Home Estimate!

Available at time of estimate only!
*Maximum available discount 50% Off 3/1/15 rate card.
Call for details. Offer expires 7/8/15. *Based on a 2014 study.

METRO 303-816-3555
NORTHERN 970-300-5103
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Catholic Store Month to oﬀer radical discounts
BY DENVER CATHOLIC

303-715-3230 | denvercatholic@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenverCatholic

C

atholic publishers and other suppliers are firming up their special
offers for the inaugural Catholic
Store Month, which begins July 1 and
runs through the entire month.
“As we said when this initiative began,
Ignatius Press recognizes the urgent need
to help Catholic stores compete in the
wider retail marketplace,” said Anthony
Ryan, Ignatius Press marketing director.
“Physical retail stores are vital to the free
exchange of Catholic ideas. So Ignatius
Press is increasing its store discount up
to 55 percent in July... to give stores the
opportunity to pass savings along to their

 June 30 - July 9
 August 10-19
 Aug. 31 - Sep. 7
 September 25-27
 September 30
 October 2-4

CATHOLIC BOOK STORES
Gerkens Religious Supplies
1175 Santa Fe Drive, Denver
303-534-8233
St. Thomas More Gift Shop
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial
303-718-8190
The Hungry Souls Bookstore
11385 Grant Drive, Northglenn
303-452-2041
St. John’s Gift Shop
323 Collyer St., Longmont
303-776-0737
Windows of Heaven
2528 W. Colorado Ave., Colorado
Springs
719-686-0797

Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Retreat House Closed
Weekend Retreat (Men & Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
America’s best choice for affordable travel since 1967!

Rose Parade

& Mexican Riviera Cruise

13 days from $1499*

Reserve
your Space
Today!

Departs December 29, 2015. Fly into the “City of Angels” including full city tour of Los
Angeles, Hollywood and Beverly Hills. Attend YMT’s own VIP presentation on the history and
traditions of the Rose Parade, plus an exclusive, pre-parade, after public hours, float building
and viewing at the Rosemont Pavilion with included dinner. Then on Friday, January 1, 2016,
observe the 127th Rose Parade from your reserved YMT grand stand seats! Enjoy an
additional day at leisure, exploring more of L.A., or nearby Santa Monica before embarking on
Norwegian Cruise Line’s Jewel. Unwind and admire the beautiful pacific as you sail to the
Mexican ports of: Cabo San Lucas; Mazatlán and Puerto Vallarta. On board, enjoy freestyle
cruising, time to relax and a variety of entertainment options before you disembark.
*PPDO. Based on inside stateroom, upgrades available. Plus $299 tax/service/government fees.
Add-on airfare available.

Call for Details!
877-230-1381

Please
mention
promo code
EC0961

Ignatius Press is inviting book stores to participate in its Catholic Store Month
in July when increased discounts will be offered for stores and customers.
PHOTO BY DPC

loyal customers while also reaching new
customers.”
Ryan added that Ignatius Press will
also provide stores with special products
free of charge to help with in-store promotions. He noted at least three other
Catholic publishers who will be sending free books to participating Catholic
stores.
A group of Catholic suppliers has
agreed to join with hundreds of Catholic
stores for Catholic Store Month. Among
the 250 participants who will receive discounts from vendors are Word on Fire,

Ave Maria Press and the Chastity Project.
Terese Dutscheck of Catholic Word
Publisher Group said, “We did not know
how many stores and suppliers would
participate in this first effort. We are very
happy with the positive response we have
gotten so far. And the list is still growing.”
Organizers plan a radio advertising
campaign, along with direct consumer
outreach to publicize the month-long
event. For further information and about
participants, visit www.catholicstore
month.com.
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Suggested spiritual reading
from Father James Thermos
BY MELISSA KEATING

303-715-3123 | melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

I

n honor of Catholic bookstore month,
we asked Father James Thermos for
his thoughts on spiritual reading.
Father Thermos leads the spirituality
year for St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary in Denver. The spirituality
year is a time of deep formation in which
seminarians partake in a media fast,
spend extra time in prayer and serve the
poor. They also spend two hours every
weekday studying sacred Scripture, the
Catechism, and spiritual classics.
Father Thermos said that all Christians
can benefit from a regimen of spiritual
reading.
“Spiritual reading aids us in discovering both who God is and who I am, and
that I both receive my love and freedom
from God and give it back to Him. Therein
lies my happiness,” Father Thermos said.
Father Thermos said that spiritual
reading can help Christians develop virtues, such as forgiveness or trust.
“We don’t know how to do these things
by nature. Spiritual reading provides
guidance,” Father Thermos said.
While Father Thermos said that there
is a nearly inexhaustible list of good
reading for Christians, he especially recommends the following:
“33 DAYS TO MORNING GLORY”
By Father Michael Gaitley, M.I.C.

In this self-guided
retreat, Father Michael
Gaitley uses the lives of
four saints to prepare
the reader for a total
consecration to Mary.
“This book is very
helpful in learning how
to foster our relationship with Mary, and
learning what a sweet relationship that
is,” Father Thermos said.
“HE LEADETH ME”
By Father Walter Cizek

Father Walter Cizek
was imprisoned for
23 years in the Soviet
Union. Despite the
truly horrendous circumstances he had to
endure, his memoir
shows how God led him
through every moment.
“It teaches in such
a concrete way to totally trust in God,”
Father Thermos said.

Congratulations on the 25th Anniversary
of your Ordination to the Priesthood

Father James R. Fox
1990 . JUNE 30 , 2015
Your faithful service and devotion are an inspiration.
May God bless you abundantly.
With gratitude and love from: St. Mark - Westminster,
the Tri-Parishes of the Western Slope
and Christ the King – Evergreen

“INTERIOR FREEDOM”
By Father Jacques Philippe

“Father Philippe has
a deep understanding
of how we can make
choices from our souls,
instead of simply reacting to our lives. It’s very
empowering. His writing is informative but
accessible, and I would
recommend anything
he’s written,” Father Thermos said.
“WELLSPRING OF WORSHIP”
By Father John Corbon

Father Carbon was
the principal author of
the fourth part of the
Catechism on prayer.
He is a Greek Catholic,
and his work carries a
distinctly Easter ﬂair.
“This really is a stunning book, although
not as accessible as the
other writers I’ve mentioned. Father
Carbon gives us a description of the
liturgy. He explains that within the Trinitarian life, the father pours himself into
the son and the son into the father, and in
the Mass we are invited into this,” Father
Thermos said.

Over 5,000 children in Colorado
need a loving family.

Become a foster parent. Attend our informational meeting.

Wednesday, July 15
7-8 p.m.
Spirit of Christ
7400 West 80th Ave
Arvada, CO 80003
St. Francis Cabrini Room
For questions and RSVP, contact Cheryl Garcia at
303-742-0828 ext. 2051 or CGarcia@ccdenver.org

“UNBOUND”
By Neal Lozano

Neal Lozano has
practiced deliverance
ministry for over 30
years. His teachings on
freeing oneself from
evil influences and
living in freedom as a
child of God have been
accepted by Christians
of many denominations, including many Catholic priests.
“This is a very concrete and well-tested
spiritual path to freedom, because it’s the
integrated whole of our need to make acts
of faith, and forgiveness, and instructions
on how to enter into God’s life,” Father
Thermos said.
Father Thermos said that any of the
above books, or any spiritual classic, can
teach the soul new vocabulary to communicate with God, and ultimately lead to
greater freedom and happiness.
“Spiritual reading allows us to understand how God desires to speak to us,
and how we are better able to speak with
Him,” Father Thermos said.

We are currently enrolling qualified participants in a clinical research study with a new investigational
drug. To qualify, you must be in good general health. Health insurance is not needed to participate and
you may receive compensation for time and travel. Participants must be willing to make six site visits.

To see if you or someone you know qualifies, please call us at 303.388.5629 or log into
CherryCreekDermatology.com
.

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 2015
s Preschool, Pre-K, K to 8th Grade
s Rigorous Academics, Nurturing Family-like
Environment, Authentic Catholic Faith Formation
imbued with Carmelite Spirituality of Prayer
and Friendship with Jesus
s Before & Afterschool Care
s Financial Aid Available

New families mention this ad by August 5th, 2015 and save $25 off Registration Fee
(303) 424-0402

s

3920 Pierce Street, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

s

www.denver-catholic-school.com
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Archbishop visits
Golden inmates

A

rchbishop Samuel Aquila visited
prisoners confined at Jefferson
County Detention Facility in
Golden last week—his first visit since
becoming archbishop of Denver.
“Every guy was so excited to see the
archbishop,” said Father Scott Bailey,
secretary to the archbishop. “It meant a
lot to the guys.”
About 23 inmates, who are a part of the
RCIA program at the county jail, attended
the Mass June 17. The archbishop distributed communion and blessings to the

inmates. He also shook hands with each
one and answered their questions during
a Q-and-A session.
After the Mass, Archbishop Aquila
toured a part of the jail with Father Dennis
Garrou, parochial vicar at Christ the King
Church in Evergreen, and director of Catholic prison ministry at the Jefferson jail.
ARCHBISHOP’S VISIT
See photo gallery and video of the
Mass at DenverCatholic.org.

1 0 WA R N I N G S I G N S O F A L Z H E I M E R S D I S E A S E
1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
6:
7:
8:
9:
10:

Disruptive Memory Changes
Challenges Planning & Solving Problems
Difficulty Completing Familiar Tasks
Confusion with Time or Place
Trouble Understanding Images &
Spacial Relationships
New Problems with Speaking & Writing
Decreased or Poor Judgement
Changes in Mood & Personality
Withdrawal from Work or Social Activities
Misplacing Things

Join us in the battle to end Alzheimer’s!
3 VOLUNTEER
3 ADVOCATE

for more research funding

3 SIGN UP for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s
3 DONATE

to Advance Treatment & Prevention

For reliable information and support:

1.800.272.3900 | alz.org/co

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Archbishop Samuel Aquila celebrates Mass for the first time for prisoners in
Jefferson County jail. PHOTOS BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

For as little as $60 reach over 200,000
readers by listing your business in the

2015 Denver
Catholic Annual
Business Directory
Issue date: July 11 | Deadline: July 1
For more info call today!
Cindy 303-715-3212 | Kim 303-715-3217

Don’t forget to say

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

DEACON APPRECIATION ISSUE
AUGUST 8, 2015

The deadline to reserve you ad is July 30, 2015.
The deadline for camera-ready ads is August 3, 2015
For more information contact Cindy O’Neill today at
(303) 715-3212 or cynthia.oneill@archden.org
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Bulletin Board
JULY

1 Great Adventure
Series Bible class

7:30 p.m.-9:15 p.m.,
Notre Dame Parish’s
religious education
center, 2160 S. Zenobia
St., Denver, $38. Learn
the Bible and the foundation it formed for the
faith. Register: jotey@
denvernotredame.org or
303-922-9875

2 Fortnight for
Freedom lecture

6:30 p.m., Holy Trinity
Parish, 3050 W. 76th
Ave., Westminster,
free. Father Leyba will
give a lecture followed
by adoration. Details:
303-427-5632

for peace
2 Rosary
6 p.m., Our Lady

of Fatima Church, 1985
Miller St., Lakewood,
free. Join to pray for
peace and conversation of Russia. Details:
303-233-6236

4 First Friday
devotion

FEATURED EVENT

4 through noon July 6,
Chatfield State Park,
11500 Roxborough Park
Road, Littleton, $65 plus
park entrance fee. Celebrate Mass and spend
time with other Catholic
families. Details: denver
familycamp@gmail.com
or 303-815-4786

9 Attollo leadership
meeting

8 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Janiczek & Company, 8400
E. Crescent Parkway,
Greenwood Village,
free. Discuss the personal, professional and
faith development in
ACROSS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

J M S F Y S Q P L D Z

P K

Our Lady of Lourdes Church is hosting a
daily rosary for religious freedom through
JUN July 4 at the parish grotto located at 2200
S. Logan St. in Denver. The rosary will be held 6
p.m. June 29-July 3 and 8 a.m. July 4 followed by
Mass. For details, visit www.lourdesdenver.org or
call 303-722-6861. PHOTO BY FLYSNOW/DPC

29

concert
5 2Piano
p.m., All Saints

Parish, 2559 S. Federal Blvd., Denver, $10.
Benefit piano concert will support the
San Miguel Mission in
Juarez, Mexico. Details:
720-394-4487

T N R N

J O E R S W E N D O O G E
I

M L S A D Z C B M Y O R

1	Amos’
vision of a
line (Am
7:7)
6	Second
word of a
New Year
song title

S P C M S E M C O S B J U N E

10	Christ’s
relationship to the
church
(Eph 5:23)
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I

14	Spine-tingling
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W
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V

L N P D O N J U
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APOSTLE
BEHEADED
CHURCH
CRUCIFIXION
DEVOTION

EPISTLES
GOOD NEWS
JUNE
LEADERSHIP
MARTYRDOM

7155 E. 38th Ave.,
Denver. Father Joseph
Hearty will celebrate the
traditional Latin Mass,
extraordinary form.

11 Catholic Scouting
committee

11 Annunciation golf
tournament

8:30 a.m.-10 a.m., St.
John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
free. Monthly meeting
to address Scouting in
Denver. Details: steve.
wagner@archden-dccs.
org

camping
4 Family
From 3 p.m. July

PETER AND PAUL
E P

Religious freedom
rosary held at grotto

8 a.m., Holy Ghost
Church, 1900 California
St., Denver, free. Mass
at 8 a.m. followed by a
rosary and meditation
following Our Lady
of Fatima’s request.
Details: 303-292-1556

and spiritual effects of
abortion. Participation
confidential. Register by
July 3: 720-271-7406 or
astadler7@msn.com

MISSIONARY
NERO
ROME
SAINTS
SOLEMNITY

Noon-7 p.m., Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Continues July 12 with
Masses, rosary processions, Hispanic
dancers, games and
raffle. Details: www.
mothercabrinishrine.org

the workplace. Details:
paul@attollousa.com or
720-508-4154

10 Post-abortion
retreat

11 Planned
Parenthood Mass

Through July 12 at a
private location. Heal
from the psychological
1

2

3

4

5

6

Noon, near Planned Parenthood of the Rockies,

7

17

18

19

20

28

22

21
24
29

25

30

26

35

41
46

36

51
56

58

57

44

52

62

26	“Bind
them upon
your heart
always;
_ _ _ them
about your
neck.”
(Prov 6:21)
27	“ For all the
promises
of God find
their _ _ _
in him.” (2
Cor 1:20)

40

50
54

60
63

64
70

65

68

69

72

73

74

75

76

77

18	Republic
in Africa

24	Furniture
wood

39

45

53

66

67

55	Congregational
initials

32	E.T. from
Melmac

43	“_ _ _ you
destroyed
our
death…”

58	Air
(comb.)

45	Scottish
Celt

61	Predict

34	Room
within a
harem
35	Capital of
Vietnam
37	Medieval
concept
that was
never an
official
teaching
of the
Church

46	O nline
letters
48	Highway to
Fairbanks
50	Son of
Jacob
51	Cardinal
color
53	Christmas
season

60	The back
of

3	Jars
4	“How the
_ _ _ have
fallen”

42	OT wisdom book

8	Continually find
fault with

44	Strong
winds

9	“_ _ _ in
excelsis
Deo”

13	Embankments

23	Satan’s
realm

68	Terrier of
film

DOWN

77	Did a pool
job
1	They fill
the church
2	Princess
from Alderaan

38	Wise Men

7	Acknowledge

73	Stigma
borne by
Hester
Prynne

76	Streetcar

36	Become
liable for

40	Ye _ _ _
Shoppe

21	Caesar, for
one

74	Laminated
rock

33	Tree Jesus
cursed
(Mk 11:14)

6	His wife
was
turned to
salt

72	Gnostic
being

75	Vehicles

71	Biblical
measure

p.m., St. John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, free. Learn
about teaching NFP.
Details: 303-715-3259

12	Humiliate

64	J eremiah
was put in
these (Jer
20:1–2)

69	Coll.
course

NFP info night
12 6:30
p.m.-7:30

11	Very hard
mineral

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

41	Esau and
Jacob, to
Rebekah

Mass, Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church, 5612 S.
Hickory Circle, Littleton.
Procession with statue
and singing. Details:
303-703-8538

10	Angel’s
hat?

71

28	Adapted
for new
use

Marian procession
12 Following
11 a.m.

5	Implore
urgently

38

49

59

13

33
37

48

47

12

27
32

43

42

11

23

31

34

61

22	Charger

10
16

16	Both (prefix)

20	Scarves

9

15

15	Like zero

19	Permit
escape

8

14

55

17	“I will raise
you up on
eagle’s
_ _ _…”

11 Mother Cabrini
feast, bazaar

6:30 a.m.-2 p.m., City
Park Golf Course, 2500
York St., Denver, $100
per person. Join the
tournament to support
the school. Includes
meals. Details: www.
annunciationk8.org/golf.
html or 303-298-1045

25	Republic
in east
Africa
28	Gaudete
color
29	Esau’s descendants’
land
30	J esus
turned
water into
wine here
31	Lace mat

39	Prayer
counter

47	Wife of
Jacob
49	Most tidy
52	The
Israelites
wandered
here
54	Award
55	Son of
Abraham
56	First of
the twelve
Minor
Prophets
57	Engine
59	Speeder
62	Makes
brown
63	Jedi master
65	Fellow
66	Cabbagelike plant
67	Garden
storage
70	Asian
country,
for short
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Shout Outs

#LaudatoWay
In Laudato Si’, Pope
Francis encouraged
everyone to use St.
Therese’s “Little Way”
toward taking better care
of our common home.
What little things can
you do to be a better
steward of the earth?
Tweet or post on
Facebook about them
and use the hashtag
#LaudatoWay.

Steubenville of the
Rockies
Thousands of teenagers gathered
in Crowne Plaza Hotel June 19-21 for
Steubenville of the Rockies. This year’s
theme was “Limitless,” based off of Jn
10:10, “I came that they might have life,
and have it abundantly.”
The teens spent time in adoration,
confession and Mass, in addition to
hearing talks and singing praise and
worship music. Vocations director for
the Archdiocese of Denver, Father Jim
Crisman, was a featured speaker. Archbishop Samuel Aquila celebrated the
Sunday Mass.
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Eighth graders throw
bowls to bring in cash
Huge kudos to the eighth graders at
Blessed Sacrament School in Park
Hill. The students made over 100 soup
bowls in art class. They then hosted an
Empty Bowl Soup Supper where they
raised over $1,200.
“This was the first year we tried this
project,” said art teacher Noelle Jung. “I
was not sure how we would do. But if we
made $20, it would be worth it to help
feed and meet the needs of the hungry,
homeless and needy in our community.”
The students used the money from the
fundraiser to buy items needed for the St.
Elizabeth of Hungary Parish sandwich line.
“We’ve had high school students and
youth groups come down and work the
serving line in the past, but a donation like
this, as a result of a fundraiser, is unique,”
said Loretta Proulx, pastoral assistant at
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish.
TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JUNE 28

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez

SUNDAY, JULY 5

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Daniel Cardo

SUNDAY, JULY 12

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James E. Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

EVENTS

BRICK AND MASONRY

GUTTER CLEANING

VENDORS NEEDED - for Guardian An-

MASONRY IMAGES INC.

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

gels Church Annual Flea Market, July 25th,
7am-5pm, $30/table 1843 W. 52nd Ave.,
(52nd & Pecos) Denver. For more information contact Maxine at 303-477-7791.

Brick, block, stone, pavers,
repairs, flagstone, tile.
25 years experience.
Call Chuck @303-941-9334

Twin Pines Window Cleaning - Since 1994.
Residential Specialist in the Metro Area.
Insured, Reliable and Safe. Free Estimates.
Please call Bob at 303-329-8205

PRAYERS

CAR DONATION

HANDYMAN

THANK YOU Jesus, Mary & Joseph,

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

and St. Jude & the Holy Spirit for prayers
answered. - M.R.

NOVENA FOR RELATIONSHIP
St. Jude, we have problems in our relationship. Beg almighty God to give us
the light to see ourselves and each other
as we really are. Help us to grow daily in
self-knowledge and mutual love while at
the same time developing our potential
to love and be loved. Help us, St. Jude,
to see and root out every manifestation
of selfishness, vanity, and childish selfseeking - those hidden enemies of love
and maturity. Show us that by learning
to love and being filled with love we may
compliment and nurture each other as
we share our lives together. Amen. (Say
novena 9 times a day for nine days and
then publish.) - K.B.

PETITION FOR HEALTH
Oh Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health, I
believe in the Infinite Goodness of Your
Heart. Mercifully help me in my present
necessity. O Holy Infant Jesus of Good
Health, I hope in the Boundless Mercy You
show to those who humbly look up to
You for help. Mercifully hear my petition
and grant me the favor of Your kind help.
O Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health, I love
You with all my heart. I entrust and consecrate myself to Your Most Loving Heart. Do
hear my plea, I implore You, and mercifully extend to me Your Helping Hand. Say
one Our Father, say one Hail Mary and say
one Glory Be. - M.B.F.

AIR CONDITIONING AND
HEATING
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete
service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

ATTORNEY
LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

CONCRETE
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Driveways, patios, sidewalks, tree
trimming and removal. Senior discount.
Fast and friendly service. References.
Call today! 303-429-0380

ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE
Driveways, patios and walks. Senior
discounts. Customer referrals available. 40
years experience. Call Bob Falco, estimator
at 303-919-4145

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

DENTIST
ALL DENTURE DENTAL CLINIC
Having a denture problem?
Immediate service on REPAIRS &
RELINES. 303-778-7707
1-800-NEWDENTURE
www.dentureguru.com

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

HOUSE CLEANING
NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY; LET US DO THE WORK. Lic/
Bond/Ins. 720-227-5564

INSURANCE
MERIDIAN CAPITAL AGENCY
Auto, Home & Commercial Insurance
Call for a free quote: 720-763-9127 or
email: jmascio@insuranceaai.com
www.MeridianCapitalAgency.com

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS
$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...
Contact:
303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org
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PLUMBING

SENIOR LIFE COACHING

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

CERTIFIED COACH - Dedicated to

CATHOLIC PUBLISHER
Nets $57K part-time for local area. Unique
themed magazine. Work from your
location. E-Z to learn. Will train. Retiring.
$24,900. 828-633-2737.

BILINGUAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
AND YOUTH DIRECTOR - Seeking

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are now

SEASONAL GROUNDS WORKER

the Senior population, performing life
enrichment visits at private or Senior
homes. For details and to schedule a
consultation, call Pia at 303-455-1327.

SPRINKLERS

HOME FOR SALE

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS

NEAR REGIS JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL!

18 yrs. in business. Professional installation
and repairs. Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. All work guaranteed.
Please call 303-523-5859.

An 8-minute walk along horse property
trail to Regis from this beautiful, sunny
2007 home with 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths,
approximately 3280 sf. New carpet, paint,
updated kitchen, lg. unfinished bsmt. For
further pricing info, contact realtor Merritt
Cohn at (303) 907-9600.

an individual to serve in a full time
position to develop and direct parish
Religious Education and Youth Programs.
Requirements: Dynamic Catholic leader
willing to serve in an active mountain
community, St. Stephen Parish & School,
Glenwood Springs, CO. English/Spanish
fluency. Degree or equivalent experience
as a catechist and youth leader. Implementation of the new Restored Order.
Computer & public speaking competency.
Collaborate with coworkers, parents, and
families. Please send cover letter & resume
to: frbert@comcast.net

hiring for these full-time positions:
Network Engineer, HelpDesk Tech,
Windows System Engineer, Executive
Administrative Assistant, Stewardship &
Admin Specialist, Donor Relations Specialist, Gift Operations Specialist, Office
Administrator and Events Manager. For
full job descriptions and to apply, please
visit our website: www.focus.org/jobs
or email your cover letter and resume to
hr@focus.org.

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

RALPH & JOE’S AFFORDABLE
DRAIN CLEANING
Repair-Replace-Install Drains and Fixtures.
Senior Discount. 303-935-1753
Call us Today and Save $25!!

REMODELING
M D K REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

TREE SERVICE

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
720-209-4589

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

Room in townhome with shared kitchen
& laundry. Female non-smoker only. No
pets-share mine! $600/mo., incl. utilities &
internet. No bus. Please call 303-437-5757

ARCHDIOCESAN POSITION:
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
22 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

CEMETERY PROPERTY
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Desirable
ground-level location in St. Anthony
Mausoleum - Crypt 27, Tier A, Park Bldg 1.
Asking $6750 OBO, trans. fee incl. (Value:
$7,600). Call 253-381-0528 or 253-380-2177

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - St. Francis
Walk Mausoleum, Phase III, near main
entrance. Two adjoining individual crypts,
Level D, #299 & #300. $3,500 each or best
offer, transfer fee incl. Call 303-423-4438.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Single crypt in Madonna Tier B, #294.
$5500 or best offer, including transfer fee.
Call 919-302-7013 and leave message, or
email kbucher@thebuchers.us

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

ROOM FOR RENT - THORNTON

HELP WANTED

ROOFING
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

FOR RENT

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF HISPANIC
MINISTRY - Are you a faithful disciple
of Jesus Christ who loves the Church? Do
you love Hispanics and desire to serve the
various aspects of this diverse community? The Archdiocese of Denver is looking
for a team player that is ready to serve
as a team leader in the Office of Hispanic
Ministry. While overseeing a variety of
ministries that range from immigrant
services to degrees in Catholic studies,
help to form and inform the ever-developing landscape of this office. With the
assistance of three sub directors, and a
team of 13 serving an average of 30,000
people annually, this executive must be
capable of bridging the gap between
Archdiocesan activities focused solely on
Hispanics, predominantly in Spanish, and
the larger, more inclusive activities and
advancements of the Archdiocese. For
more information, email wendy.feliz@
archden.org

Join Affordable Home Care’s team of compassionate, dedicated personal caregivers
who are making a difference in the lives of
others. if you are male or female seeking
to learn new skills or have experience in
the home care field, opportunity awaits
you. Our hours/live-ins are based on our
clients’ needs. Contact us at 303-988-1821
and start using your special talents!

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CHEF/COOK POSITION - F/T for Mother
Cabrini Shrine. Must have: cooking experience; knowledge of food safety/storage;
excellent customer service & hospitality
skills; ability to plan, prepare & cook meals
for large groups; a good driving record;
ability to work with other staff/volunteers
and shop for kitchen items if necessary.
Interested candidates - please send your
resume to: jobs@mothercabrinishrine.org

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION - Christ the King Parish in
Evergreen is seeking an organized, selfmotivated and energetic individual to
oversee PreK – 5th grade education and
confirmation programs. Applicants must
have bachelor’s degree in education, theology, or catechetics, work well as part of
a team, and be an active Catholic in good
standing. Knowledge of Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd a plus. Pay commensurate
with qualifications and experience. See
full job description and get application
information online at http://ctkevergreen.
com/jobs/.

Mary’s Maternity of Motherhood Home
seeks a live-in housemother with a calling
for Pro-Life Ministry. Oversee daily
activities & provide spiritual witness for
the pregnant mothers. Call Lynn at
303-477-2820.

MAINTENANCE POSITION - P/T
Pay based on experience. Must have ability
to take supervision, be self-motivated and
team oriented, organized & flexible, exp.
grounds maintenance, power equipment,
stripping/waxing/buffing, & painting,
plumbing and electrical a plus. Apply
Mon - Fri., Risen Christ Catholic Parish,
3060 S. Monaco Pkwy, Denver CO 80222;
call 303-758-8826

PLANT MANAGER - FULL-TIME
Pay based on experience. Must have ability
to supervise, be self-motivated & team
oriented, organized & flexible, exp. in
general maintenance, power equipment,
grounds maintenance, plumbing & electrical. Apply Mon-Fri at Risen Christ Catholic
Parish, 3060 S. Monaco Pkwy, Denver
80222; Call Linda-303-758-8826

PRESCHOOL TEACHER
Ave Maria Catholic School is looking for a
full time (can be part time) experienced
preschool teacher with a 4 year degree
and 3 years’ ECE experience. Candidate
must be a caring, creative lead teacher to
work with our 4 year olds in a faith-based
supportive, team oriented, learning environment within a Pre-8 Elementary school
setting. We follow a traditional school year
calendar and offer very competitive wages
and benefits. If interested, please email
your resume and letter of interest to
tloiselle@avemariacatholicparish.org.

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

TEACHER - FIFTH GRADE
Most Precious Blood, a vibrant Catholic
school community invites candidates for a
5th grade teaching position to apply.
Proven expertise in differentiation, 21st
century teaching methods and use of
assessment to drive instruction is necessary for the individual to join this team.
Contact cmcmanamon@mpbdenver.org
w/resume information & letter of interest.

TEACHER POSITIONS OPEN: 5TH
GRADE, P.E. AND SPANISH
Our Lady of Loreto is looking for a 5th
grade teacher able to teach all core subjects. Part-time P.E. and Spanish teachers.
State license required. Email resume to
principal@ourladyofloreto.org.

YEARBOOK/DRAMA TEACHER
Half-time position at Blessed Sacrament
School in Denver. Yearbook instruction
& coordination of annual middle school
yearbook with a variety of students in
classroom & other settings. CDE Language
Arts teaching license or pending license.
Send resume w/cover letter to
m.langdon@bscs-denver.net

YOUTH MINISTER/DIRECTOR OF
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Full time
for St. Mary in Breckenridge. Are you a
creative, enthusiastic self-starter who
loves the Church and desires to encourage
and teach people of every age? This could
be the perfect position for you! Collaborate
with Pastor on: RE, Sacraments, youth
groups, adult ed, parish events. Education,
training, plus experience in ministry &
evangelization required. Spanish language
and love of skiing/riding a bonus! Email
resume to fr.michael@summitcatholic.org

NEED HELP?
Advertise your job
announcement in the Denver
Catholic Help Wanted section!

LAWN CARE

CALL:
303-715-3212

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

EMAIL:
classifieds@archden.org

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

CAREGIVERS NEEDED

LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER

Hardworking, motivated & independent
individual needed for St. Simeon Catholic
Cemetery, Aurora - part of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Seasonal position, now through
October/November at $8.23 to $11 per
hr. Duties include mowing, trimming,
operating equipment, pouring concrete,
etc. Experience a plus but not required. Call
Mike at 720-859-9785 for questions or email
resume to mike.hornung@archden.org

68 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Progressive Catholic authoritarianism: an enduring problem

B

ack in the day (the late 1960s or
thereabouts), Father Andrew Greeley – the model of an old-fashioned
liberal Catholic – accused Father Daniel
Berrigan (the
beau ideal of
GEORGE post-concilWEIGEL iar Catholic
radicalism)
of harboring
The Catholic Diﬀerence an authoritarian
George Weigel is a
distinguished senior fellow of
streak in
the Ethics and Public Policy
his politics.
Center in Washington, D.C.
By which
Greeley meant that, were Berrigan and
his radical friends to achieve power, their
aggressive sense of moral superiority
would lead them to put Greeley and his
liberal friends in jail. It was classic Greeley hyperbole, but like some of Andy’s
polemics, there was a grain of truth in it.
The Sixties Catholic radicalism that
shaped what is now self-styled “progressive” Catholicism did have a pronounced
authoritarian streak in it, despite its
disdain for traditional forms of authority (including Church authority). So
as old-fashioned Catholic liberalism
morphed into today’s “progressive”
Catholicism, forms of authoritarian
bullying, shaming, and exclusion that

would have appalled 1950s Catholic
liberals – who knew what it meant to be
stung by the lash of conservative clerical
authoritarianism – made their way into
the kitbag of contemporary progressive
Catholicism. There they remain, an
offense against the openness, tolerance,
and commitment to “dialogue” for
which progressive Catholicism habitually pats itself on the back.
The most obvious example of this
involves Catholic higher education in
the United States. The anti-Modernist
denunciations of the early 20th-century Sodalitium Pianum damaged
reputations and destroyed careers in
an attempt to enforce a narrow form
of Catholic intellectual life; so did the
below-the-belt machinations that
followed the 1950 encyclical Humani
Generis. Both of these episodes are
now widely and rightly acknowledged
as disgraceful violations of evangelical
freedom. But hasn’t something similar
been happening on Catholic campuses
in recent decades, now that progressive
Catholics (who claim to have learned
the lessons of 20th-century ecclesial
authoritarianism) have the whip hand?
For example: It is widely known that
it would be impossible for a young
scholar, no matter how talented, to get

a tenure-track position in the theology
department of certain prestigious Catholic universities, if he or she had, during
the course of their doctoral work, or
in their early teaching and publishing,
promoted Humanae Vitae as both true
and prophetic. Or had defended John
Paul II’s declaration in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis that the Church has no authority
to admit women to the ministerial
priesthood. Or had written in support
of the Catechism’s teaching that homosexual inclinations are a sign of spiritual
disturbance. Or had signed any of the
recent declarations in defense of marriage classically understood.
Precisely the kind of academic
closed shop that old-fashioned liberals
deplored after Humani Generis is now
being unblushingly enforced by progressive Catholics at Fordham, Boston
College, Georgetown, Seattle University, and on many other campuses – and,
as in the past, Catholic intellectual life
is being crippled when it isn’t being
reduced to incoherence.
Then there is the Catholic blogosphere. Authoritarian bullying and
shaming are certainly not a monopoly of
progressive Catholic blog-post writers;
there are plenty of ignorant, ill-informed, graceless, and narrow-minded

folk on the other end of the spectrum.
But those boys and girls don’t regularly
congratulate themselves on their openness and tolerance of diversity. That the
progressive Catholic blogosphere does so
is almost as bad as its penchant for misrepresentation and calumny.
I’ve cited it before, but it’s so prescient that it’s worth citing again.
Thomas Merton, who was no one’s idea
of a traditional or conservative Catholic,
was nonetheless attacked by the Catholic Left of his day for alleged offenses
against the orthodoxies of radicalism.
His response, in one of his charming
“nonsense letters” to his friend and
fellow-poet, Robert Lax, has a certain
prophetic ring to it, read at a distance of
forty-eight years:
“I am truly spry and full of fun but am
pursued by the vilifications of progressed
Catholics. Mark my word man there is
no uglier species on the face of the earth
than progressed Catholics, mean, frivol,
ungainly, inarticulate, venomous, and
bursting at the seams with progress into
the secular cities and Teilhardian subways. The Ottavianis was bad but these
are infinitely worse. You wait and see.”
Progressive Catholic authoritarianism is, one might say, an enduring
problem.

Wisdom in not knowing all the answers
I ﬁnd myself facing situations where
I just don’t know what to do. I feel like I
am out of my depth, but I have responsibilities, and people still look to me to have
an answer. What am I supposed to do?

I

find myself in this position all of the
time. There are many times when I
am supposed to be the one in charge,
but I am painfully aware that I am not
the smartest person in the room. I know
a lot of parents who feel this way as well.
Do you remember when it seemed
like your mom and dad had all the
answers? Do you remember looking
up at your teachers in school believing
that they knew what they were doing?
We can get the impression that, if you
are going to lead, you have to first know
everything and be absolutely qualified.
We have the impression that we first
have to be an expert.
I think that this can do more harm
than good.
Of course, we ought to have some proficiency before we ask others to follow
us. (We might have personal examples of
parents or teachers or bosses who maybe
ought to have had more competence.)
At the same time, there might be the
impression that one has to be perfect in
order to make a difference. This is never
the case.

One of the biggest traps people who
are in charge fall into is believing that
they have to be an expert. Because of
this, they short-circuit any possibility of
becoming
FATHER one. It seems
like once a
MIKE
person is
SCHMITZ
hired, once
they have a
Ask Fr. Mike
baby, once
they graduFather Mike Schmitz is the
chaplain for Newman Catholic ate and are
Campus Ministries at the
out in the
University of Minnesota Duluth.
fathermikeschmitz@gmail.com world, they
adopt the
strange notion that they have to act like
they imagine an expert would act.
But no one starts out an expert. We all
start out as beginners. And whenever we
do something new, we are back to being
a beginner. Therefore, if you are the
kind of person who gets asked to do new
things, you are a perpetual beginner.
If you are a new mom, then you are a
beginner. If you now have three teenagers under your roof and you have never
had three adolescents to deal with, you
are a beginner. If you were good at your
old job and got promoted, you are a
beginner.
What do all good beginners have in
common? First, they don’t pretend they

are experts. Second, they know beginners make mistakes.
When we see ourselves as beginners,
we know mistakes are not a reﬂection
of our worth, they are merely occasions
where we can learn. Perpetual beginners are free to make mistakes because
each mistake gets them just a little
closer to the goal of being a great parent,
boss, leader, pastor or whatever.
Third, beginners know they don’t
have to have all the answers, but they do
need to be willing to ask questions and
seek out the answers.
Beginners are learners, and learners ask questions. “Seek counsel from
every wise man” is the advice from one
father to his son (Tobit 4:18). When we
pretend to have all of the answers, we
automatically hamstring ourselves.
We are stiﬂing our chances of learning
anything new, and we are constantly on
the defensive. I mean, if you are the one
who has all of the answers (and none of
the questions) then you can’t make mistakes, can you?
Author and management consultant Pat Lencioni has pointed out that
the old saying “never let them see you
sweat” is ﬂawed. In a talk to a large
gathering of college students, he made
the point of saying, “Let them see you
sweat.” Too many people live trying to

hide behind the façade. But, he points
out, if you are struggling, all of those
near you can already tell. If you pretend
to be an expert when you aren’t, people
know that you are not being genuine.
Allowing the people you are leading
or raising to see you struggle is helpful
to them. Not only does it give you credibility, but also you are implicitly giving
others permission to ask questions,
grow and have the freedom to fail. You
are letting your children be learners.
You are allowing your employees or
parishioners to ask questions. You are
letting those around you know that they
can fail and still move forward.
Finally, we can only act on the information that we know; we can’t do
anything with what we don’t know. Too
often, people limit themselves and find
themselves stuck worrying about “what
ifs.” While there is something to be said
for gathering enough information to
move forward, it is helpful to remember that all you need is “sufficient
information.”
We can confidently move forward,
even with only “sufficient information,”
because we believe in a God who loves
us. As Christians, we are absolutely
confident in an absolutely certain God
even when we are absolutely unsure of
ourselves.
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Love, Tolerance, and the Making of Distinctions

L

ast week, I wrote a piece on Bruce
Jenner’s transformation into
Caitlyn Jenner. I argued that the
manner in which Jenner spoke of his
transition reﬂected a Gnostic anthropology, which is repugnant to a Biblical
view of the human being. I didn’t say a
word about Jenner personally; I urged
no violence against him/her; I didn’t
question his/her motives. I simply
made an observation that the moral and
spiritual context for transgenderism is,
from a classically Christian standpoint,
problematic.
Not surprisingly, the article garnered
a fair amount of attention and inspired a
lot of commentary, both positive and negative. Among the negative remarks were a
number that criticized me for fomenting
“hatred” against Jenner and against the
transgender community. Though I’ve
come to expect this sort of reaction, I
find it discouraging and the fruit of some
pretty fundamental confusions.
My great mentor Robert Sokolowski
long ago taught me--in one of those
lapidary remarks that strikes you
immediately as right and important-that philosophy is the art of making
distinctions. He meant that what brings
together Plato, Aristotle, Augustine,
Aquinas, Kant, Hegel, and Wittgenstein
is a gift for clarifying how this differs
from that, how one aspect of an idea
profiles itself against another, how seemingly similar concepts are in fact distinct.

What strikes me so often as I listen to
the public conversation regarding moral
issues is the incapacity of so many to
make the right distinctions.
Some
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Sokolowski,
I would like to make what I hope are
some clarifying differentiations.
For the mainstream of the Catholic
intellectual tradition, love is not primarily an emotion, but an act of the will.
To love, Thomas Aquinas says, is to want
the good of the other. Consequently,
hatred is not primarily a feeling, but
desiring evil for another, positively
wanting what is bad for someone else.
Given this, when is hatred called for?
When is hatred morally permissible?
The simple answer: never.
God is nothing but love, and Jesus said
that we are to be perfect, as our heavenly
father is perfect. This is precisely why he
told us to love even our enemies, to bless
even those who curse us, to pray even for
those who maltreat us.

Does this mean that our forebears
were obliged to love Hitler and that
we are obliged to love ISIS murderers?
Yes. Period. Does it mean that we are to
will the good of those who, we are convinced, are walking a dangerous moral
path? Yes. Period. Should everyone love
Bruce/Caitlyn Jenner? Absolutely, completely, unconditionally.
But here is where a crucial distinction
has to be made: to criticize someone
for engaging in immoral activity is not
to “hate” that person. In point of fact,
it is an act of love, for it is tantamount
to willing good for him or her. Once the
sense that there is objective good and
evil has been attenuated, as it largely
has been in our society, the only categories we have left are psychological ones.
And this is why, in the minds of many, to
question the moral legitimacy of transgenderism is, perforce, to “attack” or
“hate” transgendered people.
A very real danger that ﬂows from
the failure to make the right distinction
in this regard is that moral argument
evanesces. If someone who disagrees
with you on an ethical matter is simply a
“hater,” then you don’t have to listen to
his argument or engage it critically.
Just a few weeks ago, two Princeton
faculty members, Cornel West and
Robert George, had a public debate
regarding same-sex marriage, West arguing for and George against. What was so
refreshing was that both men, who are

good friends, actually argued, that is to
say, marshalled evidence, drew reasoned
conclusions from premises, answered
objections, etc., and neither one accused
the other of “hating” advocates of the
rival position. May their tribe increase.
Distinctions are called for, furthermore, regarding the word “tolerance,”
which is bandied about constantly
today. Typically, it has come to mean
acceptance and even celebration. Thus,
if one is anything shy of ecstatic about
gay marriage or transgenderism, one
is insufficiently “tolerant.” In point of
fact, the term implies the willingness to
countenance a view or activity that one
does not agree with.
There are lots of good reasons for this
toleration, the most important of which
are respect for the integrity of the individual and the avoidance of unnecessary
civil strife, but it by no means implies
that one is obliged to accept or celebrate
those perspectives. Thus, one should
certainly tolerate the right of a person
to become transgendered without feeling, at the same time, obliged to exult in
that person’s choice.
The ethical conversation has become,
in the last fifty years, extraordinarily
roiled. It would serve all of us to adopt
an intellectual instinct of Thomas
Aquinas. When he was confronted with
a thorny question, he would typically
begin his response with the comment
“distinguo” (I distinguish).

Four simple themes of Laudato Si’

T

he second encyclical of Pope Francis, titled Laudato Si’: On the Care of
Our Common Home, is a lengthy and
ambitious 184-page letter that covers a lot
of ground.
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daily lives to
climate change to a very specific mention
of the increased use of air conditioning.
He even makes an unexpected and welcome reference to St. Thérèse of Lisieux
and her doctrine of the “Little Way.”
While the more specific points are
covered well in many summaries
already published, here are four simple
themes that can serve as a quick framework for understanding the first Papal
encyclical on ecology.
1. EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED

The Holy Father uses words such
as connection, interrelation, unity,

relationship and harmony dozens of
times throughout the encyclical, thus
promoting the idea of an “integral ecology” that brings together an “ecology of
nature” with an “ecology of man.”
Using St. Francis as an “example par
excellence” of living out an “integral
ecology,” the pope notes that our “relationship with the environment can
never be isolated from our relationship
with God, and with others.”
Additionally, Pope Francis underlines
that every single person on earth is connected by the very fact that we all inhabit
the earth, which is our “common home.”
The encyclical itself is addressed to “all
people,” every single resident of earth,
and it seeks “a new dialogue about how
we are shaping the future of our planet.”
2. WE ARE BROKEN

The root of the problem that we commonly face together, the pope states, is
disunity.
“Human life is grounded in three
fundamental and closely intertwined
relationships: with God, with our neighbor and with the earth itself,” the pope
writes. “These three vital relationships

have been broken, both outwardly and
within us.”
He called this rupture “sin”, and he
said the cause is “our presuming to
take the place of God and refusing to
acknowledge our creaturely limitations.”
The Holy Father repeatedly mentions
“excessive anthropocentrism,” which
gives rise “to a wrong understanding of
the relationship between human beings
and the world.”

Pope Francis points to several signs of
“real social decline, the silent rupture
of the bonds of integration and social
cohesion.”
“The human environment and the
natural environment deteriorate
together; we cannot adequately combat
environmental degradation unless we
attend to causes related to human and
social degradation,” he states.

3. THE EARTH CRIES OUT

“The external deserts in the world are
growing, because the internal deserts
have become so vast,” the pope writes,
quoting Pope Benedict XVI. “For this
reason, the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion.”
In a powerful statement on what the
pope terms “ecological conversion,” the
Holy Father calls all Christians to allow
the “effects of their encounter with Jesus
Christ [to] become evident in their relationship with the world around them.”
“Living our vocation to be protectors
of God’s handiwork is essential to a
life of virtue,” he asserts. “It is not an
optional or a secondary aspect of our
Christian experience.”

When man breaks his connection
with God, neighbor and creation, he
eventually does injury and violence to
himself, others, and to the earth.
In the nearly poetic introduction to
the letter, Francis writes of the earth as
our sister: “This sister now cries out to
us because of the harm we have inﬂicted
on her by our irresponsible use and
abuse of the goods with which God has
endowed her.”
Instead of caring for the earth, which
is our “home,” we have made it “look
more and more like an immense pile of
filth,” the pope writes.
Then there is the social destruction.

4. A CALL TO CONVERSION
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