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Children need the strength of the Spirit

BY KARNA SWANSON

A

303-715-3230
karna.swanson@archden.org
www.twitter.com/KarnaSwanson

mid the many theological and pastoral reasons for lowering the age
of confirmation and restoring it to
its original place before first Eucharist,

none ranks higher for Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila of Denver than to provide children with much-needed spiritual
strength to become “courageous, authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.”
“In an increasingly secular world,” he
wrote in the pastoral letter Saints Among
Us, released on the solemnity of Pentecost, “the reality is this: the souls of our

children are the battleground.”
“As the shepherd of the Archdiocese of
Denver, I must do everything I can to help
those who form children win that battle,”
he added.
In Saints Among Us, the archbishop
explains that one way to do this is to
“make available every sacramental
grace the Church has to offer to children

who have reached the age of reason
[around 7 years old].”
“This is profoundly important,” he
wrote, “because we live in a different
spiritual terrain than our parents or
grandparents did. Indeed, the spiritual
landscape of modern American society
underscores the need for children to receive grace earlier.”
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Archbishop’s Page

V
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Reorienting
religious
education
This column is adapted from a May 19
address that Archbishop Aquila delivered
to catechists at the Leadership Appreciation Breakfast.

C

onsider the wake of a great ship,
which begins in a point at the bow,
but continues to broaden more
and more, until it is lost in the horizon
and touches the two opposite shores of
the sea, the famous French poet Charles
Péguy once wrote. Christ is the bow of the
ship and when we meet him our lives are
forever changed, like the sea is by the ship.
On Pentecost, I issued the pastoral
letter Saints Among Us (www.archden.
org/saints), which began the five-year
process of restoring Confirmation within
the Archdiocese of Denver to its original place in Christian initiation. When
children receive the graces of Confirmation and the gifts of the Holy Spirit
sooner, then their encounter with Christ
at a deeper level begins sooner. To use

Péguy’s analogy, the wake of God’s grace
will begin to wash across their lives and
into their families and the world sooner.
This process also gives us a chance
to recall the purpose of all Christian
formation, to create authentic disciples
of Jesus Christ, and to reorient every
family, catechetical effort and evangelization endeavor toward that goal.
Families come first in this realignment
because they are the place where love is
first given and received, the human space
where Christ is first encountered. The
success of any catechetical or evangelization effort is fueled by the grace of God
and built on the foundation of the family.
“In our time, as in times past,” Pope
Benedict XVI told a 2011 gathering of
the Pontifical Council for the Family,
“the eclipse of God, the spread of ideologies contrary to the family and the
degradation of sexual ethics are connected. And just as the eclipse of God
and the crisis of the family are linked, so
the new evangelization is inseparable
from the Christian family.”
When our families experience and live
the joy of Christ’s forgiveness, the outpouring of his grace and love, then we have
already begun to evangelize the world,
which is made up of millions of families.
The devil understands this, and therefore is dedicated to undermining and

dismantling the family in any way he can.
The Church’s history of evangelization
also provides us with a valuable insight
into who is being called to re-evangelize our increasingly godless society. In
a retreat that he gave for the pope and
Roman Curia during Advent 2011, papal
preacher Father Raniero Cantalamessa
offered this helpful synopsis.
“Parallel to the appearance of a
new world to evangelize, we have also
witnessed a new class of evangelizers
emerging each time: bishops during the
first three centuries (especially in the
third), monks during the second wave,
and friars in the third. Even today we are
witnessing the emergence of a new category of protagonists of evangelization:
the laity. This obviously does not mean
replacing one category with another, but
rather adding a new component of the
people of God to the other…” (Navigating the New Evangelization, p. 43).
Father Cantalamessa is talking about
you. Yes, he is talking about well-known
evangelists, but he is also talking about parents, grandparents, relatives and catechists.
You are the people being called to carry the
Gospel into the modern world, working
side-by-side with your fellow parishioners,
priests, consecrated religious, and me.
To help you in forming true disciples, I
would like to share the model that Jesus

used with his followers. Christ’s model for
discipleship can be summarized in three
words: Win, Build, Send. It looks like this.
Jesus first met the Apostles while
they were engaged in their everyday
activities – fishing, collecting taxes,
or following John the Baptist. He won
them over with his words and welcomed
them into his company.
Over the next months and years, Jesus
spent time building up the Apostles: teaching them, opening the Scriptures to them,
healing people and casting out demons,
and calling them to a deeper faith.
After he rose from the dead, Jesus
gave the twelve Apostles an even more
specific mission. “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations,” he told
them, “baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you” (Mt.
28:19). He sent them out to live, preach
and make present the Kingdom of God.
As we go about the process of restoring
Confirmation to its original place, I ask
that every person use this occasion to
reorient themselves toward becoming
and forming authentic disciples of Christ.
During Pentecost, may you encounter
Christ more deeply, and may the effects
of that meeting echo like the wake of a
great ship to the shores of the world!
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
May 24: Annual confirmation Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
(12:30 p.m.)
May 25: Memorial Day Mass, Mount Olivet
Cemetery, Wheat Ridge (10 a.m.)
May 27: Mass and confirmation, St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Johnstown (7 p.m.)
May 28: Live Q&A phone call on restored order
of sacraments (7 p.m.)
May 29: Mass, St. Anthony Parish, Sterling (last
school Mass) (9:30 a.m.)
May 30: Mass and confirmation, Holy Rosary
Parish (5:30 p.m.)
May 31: Mass and confirmation, Cure d’Ars
Parish (11 a.m.)
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SAINTS
among us

May 17

Pray for the
Spirituality
Year Seminarians
as they begin 30 day
silent directed Ignatian
Retreat! +sja

Archbishop Samuel Aquila presides at
a confirmation May 12 at Holy Ghost
Parish in Denver. PHOTO BY TODD WOLLAM

Find out more about the Restored Order of the Sacraments of Initiation
on May 28 during a live Q&A phone call with Archbishop Aquila!

⊲ Text 'BISHOP' to 313131 to register
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Vatican Notes

7 Reasons You Need
Pope: Fear is not a Christian attitude
an Estate Plan
Pope Francis reaches
out to
greet Grazia, a girl
with Down
syndrome,
during the
Wednesday General Audience in
St. Peter’s
Square
on May
13, 2015.

1.

PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential

2.

NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg

3.

DIVORCE: Up to 50% of your assets could walk out the

4.

REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a

5.
6.

ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize federal estate taxes.
INHERITANCE: Prevent underage children or irresponsible

PHOTO BY DANIEL
IBAÑEZ/CNA

“

Fear is not a Christian attitude,” but
rather an attitude “of a caged animal
without freedom.”
These were the words of Pope Francis
May 15 during a homily at Casa Santa
Marta, the pope’s residence adjacent to
St. Peter’s Basilica.
The pope reﬂected on the first reading
from the Acts of the Apostles, in which
Christ calls on St. Paul to preach in
Corinth without fear.
“Do not be afraid. Go on speaking, and do
not be silent, for I am with you. No one will
attack and harm you, for I have many people
in this city,” Jesus says to Paul in a vision.
Pope Francis said that Christ invites
Paul to not be afraid because fear is an attitude that can harm, weaken and diminish.
“A fearful Christian is a person who has
not understood the message of Jesus,” he
said.
“This is why Jesus says to Paul: ‘Do not

be afraid. Continue to speak.’ Fear is not
a Christian attitude. It is an attitude, we
could say, of a caged animal, without freedom, who does not have the freedom to look
ahead, to create something, to do good… no,
always: ‘No, but this is dangerous, there is
something else, something else…’ And this
is a vice. It is the fear of doing evil.”
The pope called on the faithful to ask
for the grace of courage, so as not to
become fearful.
“There are fearful communities that
always go on the safe side… Everything
is forbidden because of fear. And you
enter into this community and the air
is stale, because it is a sick community.
Fear makes a community sick. The lack
of courage makes a community sick.”
The pope added that fear must not be
confused with fear of the Lord, a grace
that allows the faithful to “awe in adoration.” SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

NEWS IN BRIEF

Romanian
president meets
pope

Pope Francis met with
President Klaus Werner
Iohannis of Romania May
15 at the Vatican.
The meeting
took place
on the 25th
anniversary of
the restoration
tof diplomatic relations
between the Holy See and
Romania on May 15, 1990.
After discussing issues
affecting regions in the
world, President Werner
met privately with Cardinal Pietro Parolin and
Archbishop Paul Richard
Gallagher, secretary for
relations with states.
SOURCE: ZENIT.ORG

Canonization of When did you say
Palestinian nuns ‘thank you’ and
sign of hope
‘I’m sorry?,’ pope
Pope Francis canonasks
ized two Palestinian
blesseds—Sisters Marie-Alphonsine Danil Ghattas,
who founded the Sisters
of the Most Holy Rosary
of Jerusalem, and the Carmelite Maryam Baouardy,
known as Mary of Jesus
Crucified—along with
two European religious—
French Jeanne-Emilie
de Villeneuve and Italian
Maria Cristina of the
Immaculate Conception
Brando. The canonization
took place May 17 after
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas met the pope.
The president attended the
canonization. SOURCE: ZENIT.ORG

Pope Francis said to
a crowd May 13 that
remembering to be grateful and to apologize can
go a long way in avoiding
conﬂict. “Although the
words ’May I,’ ‘thank
you’ and ‘I’m sorry’ can
be hard to say or put into
practice, their absence
“can cause cracks in
the foundation of the
family, which can lead
to its collapse,” he said.
His comments were a
continuation of talks on
the family. SOURCE: CATHOLIC
NEWSAGENCY.COM

7.

delays of nine months to one year or more.

from nursing home costs which average $8,000 per
month in Colorado!

door with your ex in-law.

stranger instead of your children if your spouse gets
remarried after your death.

adults from spending their inheritance all at once.

INCAPACITY: Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive
guardianship proceeding if you become incapacitated.

Learn more about the benefits of having a Living Trust by attending
one of our estate planning workshops. Space fills up quickly, so
register today!
Call 303-736-6060 or go online to www. ColoradoEstatePlan.com

Free Workshop
on Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning
Presented by Hammond Law Group
Register Today! Call 303-736-6060

Tuesday, June 9TH

2:00 PM and 6:30 PM

Hampton Inn and Suites

3095 West County Line Rd.
Littleton, CO 80129

Saturday, June 13TH

10:00 AM

Hilton Garden Inn
Highlands Ranch

1050 Plaza Drive
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

“Our clients’ satisfaction
is 100% guaranteed!”
7807 E. Peakview Ave. • Suite 130 • Centennial • CO • 80111

www.ColoradoEstatePlan.com • 303-736-6060
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A brief catechism on the “restored order”
A
re you confused by all the talk
of the “restored order”? Are you
unfamiliar with terms such as
“sacraments of initiation” and “age of
reason”?
Don’t worry; it’s all quite understandable once you know the basics.
Essentially, the restoration of the order
means two things: 1. Confirmation will
be received before the reception of first
Eucharist; 2. Both sacraments will be
received in third grade at the same Mass.
Keep reading for more information on
the restored order, including the basics of
what a sacrament is and how this initiative could spark a new outpouring of faith
in northern Colorado.
First, what is a sacrament?
Most Catholics know the names of
the sacraments, but they might not
know the definition of a sacrament.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC) defines sacraments as “efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ
and entrusted to the Church, by which
divine life is dispensed to us” (1131).
What are the sacraments of
initiation?
There are seven sacraments in the
Church: baptism, confirmation, Eucharist, reconciliation, anointing of the
sick, holy orders and matrimony. The
Church refers to baptism, confirmation
and Eucharist as “sacraments of initiation,” as they “lay the foundations of
every Christian life” (CCC, 1212).
OK, so what do you mean by
“restored order”?
The “restored order” refers to celebrating the sacraments of initiation in
the order in which God designed them
to be given: baptism, confirmation, first
Eucharist. It also restores the practice
of administering the sacraments of confirmation and first Eucharist when they
reach the age of reason.

Dial in and read up
on the restored order
Archbishop Samuel Aquila is
launching a restoration of the sacraments of initiation for children
in the Archdiocese of Denver. What
does this entail? Find out more
through resources made available
at www.archden.org/saints.
PASTORAL LETTER

Archbishop Aquila’s pastoral letter
Saints Among Us guides faithful
through the change in the order
of the sacraments of initiation for
youth in the Church. An online
version of the letter is available at
www.archden.org/saints.
LIVE Q-AND-A PHONE CALL

Archbishop Samuel Aquila confirms youth at Queen of Peace Parish last year.
PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY/DENVER CATHOLIC

Why is the Archdiocese of Denver
doing this now?
The Archdiocese of Denver is restoring confirmation to its original place
because children need more grace at
an earlier age to become saints in our
increasingly secular world. The archdiocese is not doing this on its own,
but is responding to calls made in the
documents of Vatican II, Pope Benedict
XVI’s document Sacramentum Caritatis,
and the personal encouragement Benedict XVI gave to Archbishop Samuel
Aquila in 2012.

Practically speaking, how will this
look for my children?
Your children will prepare for the
sacrament of reconciliation and begin
going to confession in second grade.
The following year, they will prepare for
confirmation and first Eucharist, and
receive both sacraments at the same
Mass in third grade.

Won’t the confirmed kids just drop
out of religious education earlier?
They might. It depends on their parents, who are the primary teachers of
the faith for their children. Parents and
siblings have the first responsibility of
being an example of Jesus Christ to each
other and living the Gospel each day.
Children will stay in religious education if they see their parents striving to
grow in holiness through family prayer,
Scripture reading, Sunday Mass, regular
confession, and living a life of charity. It
is the parent’s responsibility to see that
their children grow in the faith. Our parishes are there to assist in this process.

When did this order get disrupted?
It happened in 1910, when Pope St.
Pius X lowered the age of first Communion to the age of reason (around 7
years old). When he did so, he did not
address the age of confirmation, thus
leaving us with our current practice of
delayed confirmation.

How can children make an adult
commitment to the Church at such a
young age?
Contrary to a widespread misperception, confirmation is not the sacrament
of adult commitment to the faith. It is
a cause of spiritual maturity, not recognition of physical maturity. As the

Catechism says, “Although confirmation is sometimes called the ‘sacrament
of Christian maturity,’ we must not
confuse adult faith with the adult
age of natural growth, nor forget that
the baptismal grace is a grace of free,
unmerited election and does not need
‘ratification’ to become effective.” Confirmation assists those who receive it in
growing in Christian maturity.
When will the transition happen?
It depends on your parish. It
is expected that parishes in the
Archdiocese of Denver will begin
implementation of the restored order
anytime over a three-year period
between the fall of 2017 and the spring
of 2020, but some pastors have already
begun to implement the restored order.
The actual timeline will be up to each
pastor to decide.
What does this mean for the rest of
us?
First, it will underscore the fact that
the Holy Eucharist, not confirmation, is
the culmination of Christian initiation.
It will also help to remind the faithful
that the six other sacraments are bound
up with the Eucharist and are oriented
toward it.
Also, this is an opportunity to rediscover the meaning and purpose of our
own initiation into Christ’s body. Our
hope is that change will prompt the
faithful to encounter the origin, depth,
and meaning of all the sacraments, helping them grow in their relationship with
Our Lord.

Would you like to ask the archbishop a question about the
restored order? Join other Catholics for a live Q-and-A event with
the archbishop. Dial in to listen and
ask questions starting 7 p.m. May
28. Register for the phone call by
visiting www.archden.org/saints or
by texting “bishop” to 313131.
VIDEOS

Watch Archbishop Aquila and other
prominent theologians, religious,
educators, parents, and Church
leaders explore the history and
richness of the sacraments of initiation: baptism, confirmation and
first Eucharist. Watch the video
online at www.archden.org/saints.
IN-DEPTH

Explore the restored order
through a series of 13 videos and
Q-and-A on the restored order.
Professors and Catholic leaders in
the community give a series of presentations on sacramental life, the
early Church, youth ministry and
more to provide an in-depth look
at the sacraments of initiation.
Visit www.archden.org/saints.
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Enrollment opportunities now available for
the 2015-2016 school year!
The Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools is the largest private, school system in
the state of Colorado with over 10,000 students receiving a quality, Catholic education
based on faith formation, rigorous academics, nurturing community, and reinforcement
of family environment. Invest in your child’s education today!

Visit www.archden.org to learn more about Catholic schools.
E LEMENTARY S CHOOLS - A RCHDIOCESAN - M ETRO A REA
ALL SOULS (PS-8)

HOLY TRINITY (PS-8)

4951 South Pennsylvania Street
Englewood, CO 80113
(303) 789-2155

3050 West 76th Avenue
Westminster, CO 80030
(303) 427-5632

ANNUNCIATION (K-8)
3536 Lafayette Street
Denver, CO 80205
(303) 295-2515

ASSUMPTION (PK-8)

SHRINE OF ST. ANNE (K-8)

ST. PIUS X (PK-8)

7320 Grant Place
Arvada, CO 80002
(303) 422-1800

13680 East 14th Place
Aurora, CO 80011
(303) 364-6515

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD (PS-8)

ST. BERNADETTE (PS-8)

ST. ROSE OF LIMA (PS-8)

3959 East Iliff Avenue
Denver, CO 80210
(303) 757-1279

1100 Upham Street
Lakewood, CO 80214
(303) 237-0401

1345 West Dakota Avenue
Denver, CO 80223
(303) 733-5806

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD (K-8)

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA (PS-8)

ST. THERESE (PK-8)

900 West Midway Blvd.
Broomfield, CO 80020
(303) 466-4177

4200 Federal Blvd.
Denver, CO 80211
(303) 477-8035

1200 Kenton Street
Aurora, CO 80010
(303) 364-7494

BLESSED SACRAMENT (PS-8)

NOTRE DAME (PS-8)

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES (PK-8)

ST. THOMAS MORE (PS-8)

1973 Elm Street
Denver, CO 80220
(303) 377-8835

2165 South Zenobia Street
Denver, CO 80219
(303) 935-3549

235 South Sherman Street
Denver, CO 80209
(303) 744-7231

7071 East Otero Avenue
Centennial, CO 80112
(303) 770-0441

CHRIST THE KING (PK-8)

OUR LADY OF FATIMA (PS-8)

ST. JAMES (PK-8)

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL (PS-8)

860 Elm Street
Denver, CO 80220-4313
(303) 321-2123

10530 West 20th Avenue
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 233-2500

1250 Newport Street
Denver, CO 80220
(303) 333-8275

1164 South Josephine Street
Denver, CO 80210
(303) 777-3812

GOOD SHEPHERD (PS-8)

OUR LADY OF LOURDES (PS-8)

ST. LOUIS, ENGLEWOOD (K-8)

STS. PETER AND PAUL (PS-8)

620 Elizabeth Street
Denver, CO 80206
(303) 321-6231

2256 South Logan Street
Denver, CO 80210
(303) 722-7525

3301 South Sherman Street
Englewood, CO 80113
(303) 762-8307

3920 Pierce Street
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-0402

GUARDIAN ANGELS (PS-8)

OUR LADY OF LORETO (K-6)

ST. MARY, LITTLETON (PS-8)

1843 West 52 Avenue
Denver, CO 80221
(303) 480-9005

18000 East Arapahoe Road
Foxfield, CO 80016
(303) 766-3800

6833 South Prince Street
Littleton, CO 80120
(303) 798-2375

2341 East 78th Avenue
Denver, CO 80229
(303) 288-2159

nd

E LEMENTARY S CHOOLS - A RCHDIOCESAN - O UTSIDE M ETRO A REA
SACRED HEART OF JESUS (PS-8)

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST (PS-8)
1730 West 12th Street
Loveland, CO 80537
(970) 635-5830

1317 Mapleton Avenue
Boulder, CO 80304
(303) 447-2362

ST. MARY, GREELEY (K-8)
2351 22nd Avenue
Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 353-8100

ST. CLARE OF ASSISI (K-8)

ST. JOSEPH (PS-8)

ST. STEPHEN (PS-8)

P.O. Box 667
Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 926-8980

127 North Howes Street
Fort Collins, CO 80521
(970) 484-1171

414 South Hyland Park Drive
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 945-7746

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST (PS-8)

ST. LOUIS, LOUISVILLE (PS-8)

350 Emery Street
Longmont, CO 80501
(303) 776-8760

925 Grant Avenue
Louisville, CO 80027
(303) 666-6220

S ECONDARY S CHOOLS - A RCHDIOCESAN
BISHOP MACHEBEUF HIGH SCHOOL (9-12)
458 Uinta Way
Denver, CO 80230
(303) 344-0082
The Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools is accredited by AdvancED and employs fully certified
teachers. The Catholic schools of the Archdiocese of Denver, under the jurisdiction of the Archbishop,
and at the direction of the Superintendent, attest that none of the Catholic schools discriminates on the
basis of sex, race, age, handicap, color, national or ethnic origin in its admission policies, treatment of
students or its employment practices.

HOLY FAMILY HIGH SCHOOL (9-12)
5195 West 144th Avenue
Broomfield, CO 80020
(303) 410-1411
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 June 8-17
 June 19-28
 June 30 - July 9
 August 10-19
 Aug. 31 - Sep. 7
 September 25-27

Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Individually Directed 8-Day Retreat
Retreat House Closed
Weekend Retreat (Men & Women)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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The release of the pastoral
letter marked the beginning
of the process to restore the order of the
sacraments of initiation in the Archdiocese of Denver so that the sacraments will
be conferred as follows: baptism, confirmation and first Eucharist.
While infant baptism will continue to
be normal practice, confirmation and
first Eucharist will take place in third
grade at the same Mass.
The change will be implemented
during a five-year step-down process in
which pastors are encouraged to facilitate a smooth transition according to
what works best for the circumstances
and size of their parish. By 2020, all children should receive confirmation and
first Eucharist in third grade.
Archbishop Aquila is the first to
implement the restored order in an
archdiocese in the United States, and
the first bishop to restore the order in
two dioceses. In 2002 he restored the
order in the Diocese of Fargo. The move
also makes the Archdiocese of Denver the
tenth diocese to implement the restored
order not including the dioceses of
Greensburg and Marquette, which rolled
back the restored order in 2009 and 2012,
respectively.
Other dioceses that have restored the
order include Saginaw (1995); Great
Falls-Billings (1996); Portland (1997);

P

Spokane (1998); Fargo (2002); Gaylord
(2003); Tyler (2005); Phoenix (2005);
and Honolulu (2015).
In 2012, Archbishop Aquila discussed
the restored order in a meeting with
Pope Benedict XVI other bishops from
the United States. “You have done what
I have always wanted to do,” the pope
responded.
A CULTURE OF DEATH

Theologians with connections to the
Archdiocese of Denver have echoed the
archbishop’s concern for the spiritual
needs of children in an increasingly secular society.
“Our culture is not nice to kids,”
Anthony Lilles, academic dean for St.
John’s Seminary in Los Angeles, told a
gathering of catechists in Denver last fall.
“We have a culture of death all around us,
and our young people, they are dealing
with friends who are dealing with suicidal
thoughts, and cutting themselves and
drug addictions and sexual addictions.”
“It’s a very, very serious time in our
culture,” he added. “We live in such times
today [that] call for great courage. … The
Lord asks of you great courage. Even
more, the Lord asks of our children, great
courage.”
He encouraged the catechists, who
were attending the Catechetical Congress of the Archdiocese of Denver on
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Saturday June 27th 2015
Race Start: 8:00 am

Race Day Registration begins at 7:00 am

2014
SummerFest
Princess,
Miss Sofia Lopez

Team Categories!

• K of C Council vs. Council
• Parish vs. Parish

Fun for All!

• Age Group Awards
• Team Awards
• Kid’s Fun Run
• Prize Raffle
• Pancake Breakfast
Sponsored by:
Knights of Columbus #12567
Father Francis Syrianey Council

Registration Fees
$30 Mail-In Registration (before June 23rd)
$25 Team Registration (Per Person by June 20th)
$35 Race Day
Online registration at Active.com:
https://endurancecui.active.com/event-reg/
select-race?e=14806552
Registration and Team Info Available at
http://www.respectlife5k.org
Race Location:
Light of the World Roman Catholic Church
10316 W. Bowles Ave
Littleton, CO 80127
For more information, email us:
respectlife5K@gmail.com
Proceeds from the race will be used to aid in the purchase of an ultrasound machine for a Pregnancy Crisis
Center in Colorado as part of the Knights of Columbus
Ultrasound Initiative Program. See our council website at
http://www.kofc12567.org

“Respect All Life”
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Looking to be Mortgage
Free in 10 Years?
Rates as low as

3.75% APR

*

The sacraments of initiation will be reordered so graces are available to
children at a younger age. PHOTO BY DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB

the topic of the restored order, to study
the experience of the early Christians and
how they “experienced the sacraments,
understood the sacraments—sacraments
that conferred divine live, that gave them
courage in the midst of very difficult situations and circumstances.”
Scott Powell, director of Scriptural theology at the St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center in Boulder, Colo., told the same
gathering that most Catholics misunderstand the true nature of confirmation.
“Confirmation,” he explained, “is the
Church saying, ‘look, you’re baptized,
which means you have a big job ahead

of you, and you are going to be fed on
the Bread of Life soon, but you need
strength.’”
“And now more than ever, in the state
of the world, in the state of ‘utter evil,’ we
need strength,” he continued. “And if we
can give that to young people earlier, then
I say praise be to God, and I speak as a
parent, as a teacher and as a catechist—all
of them. I want my kids to have as much
strength and grace to go through this
world and this time of darkness as they
possibly can.”
For additional information, visit www.
archden.org/saints.

Embrace your Spiritual Journey!

Summer MOVE-IN SPECIAL
Call today to learn more about
our summer move-in special
and how you can get 2 months
rent-free 303-964-3804
A faith driven, warm
and welcoming environment
offering a variety of living
options:
• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care Secured Unit
• Adult Day Programs
• On-site Physician Clinic
• Respite Care
• Daily Mass
Time-limits on special may apply.

2835 W. 32nd Ave., Denver
centuraseniors.org/thegardens
Centura Health does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, creed, ancestry, sexual
orientation, and marital status in admission, treatment, or participation in its programs, services and activities, or in employment. For further information
about this policy contact Centura Health’s Office of the General Counsel at 303-804-8166. Copyright ©Centura Health 2015

We have an affordable option with lower
closing fees than a conventional home loan.

Contact us today!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient locations.

Bringing Catholic
Values to Financial
Services
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

APR* = Annual Percentage Rate. Some restrictions may apply.
See website for more details.

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Priests urged to confi
Five new priests begin
ministry at local parishes

B

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

efore five of Denver’s new priests lay prostrate
before the altar of Christ, Archbishop Samuel
Aquila reminded them the priesthood is a gift.
“It is not something you merit, it is not something
that you work for, but rather it is a gift that is bestowed
upon you,” Archbishop Aquila told the five seminarians during their priestly ordination Mass May 16. “It is
precisely in the total gift of self that you are called to lay
down your life as Christ has laid down his life.”
Family, friends and clergy packed the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception as five seminarians
who served as deacons were ordained by the archbishop.
Deacons Gregory Lesher, Joseph McLagan, Erik Vigil
Reyes of St. John Vianney Theological Seminary; Deacon
Franklin Anastacio Sequeira Treminio of Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary; and Deacon
Tomasz Strzebonski of SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Michigan, entered the priesthood.
Onlookers watched as the men were ordained in a
solemn rite and celebrated with joyful song led by the
Cathedral Basilica’s choir and music from the Redemptoris Mater seminary choir.
Archbishop Aquila encouraged the men during his
homily to invite others to encounter Christ and minister
to souls, but not to do it alone.
“It is in and with Christ that you are going to make a
total gift of self,” he told the five men. “You can never
do that on your own. If you do it, it will only be by white
knuckles. And the Lord does not want white knuckles.
What the Lord wants is your heart. And he wants your
heart to be configured to his heart.”
He encouraged them to fall in love with Christ so that
they could fulfill their priestly promises.
“But is only through your love of Jesus, and falling in
love with Jesus, and staying in love with Jesus that you
will live the promises you are making,” he said. “And that
you will be continually configured to Christ, the head
shepherd and spouse of the Church. And know, my dearest brothers and sons, should you fall, always pick-up
and begin anew.” INTERVIEWS BY ST. JOHN VIANNEY SEMINARIAN ZACHARY
BOAZMAN, WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS REPORT.

PHOTOS BY DANIEL PETTY/DENVER CATHOLIC

FATHER GREGORY LOUIS LESHER

FATHER JOSEPH MARC MCLAGAN

Age: 30

Age: 29

Born and reared: Born in Chicago and raised
in Bolingbrook, Ill.

Born and reared: Born in Kansas City, Mo.;
reared in Grandview, Mo., and Littleton

Seminary: St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, Denver

Seminary: St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, Denver

Most inspirational saint: St Thérèse of Lisieux

Most inspirational saint: St. Stephen

F

ather Gregory Lesher wanted to become a
priest since the age of 10, but forgot about
it by the time he entered high school. “It
was when I was in college (at the University
of Denver) that I had a very different idea of
what I was going to do with my life. I was studying international development—I saw myself
working abroad somewhere—but I knew that I
wanted to be a servant.” Then a priest had asked
him to pray for vocations and he felt a call.
“And from that moment on, it started this twomonth cycle where every day I found myself
just daydreaming about being a priest, but I
was very resistant.” He fought with the idea but
gradually discerned a vocation by talking with
family and priests. After his first year of graduate school, he left to enter the seminary. Father
Lesher said he is most looking forward to the
sacrament of confession. “I think it’s a really
precious moment in which you can share and
help people.”

F

ather Joseph McLagan’s discernment to
the priesthood occurred incrementally
during his college years. When studying philosophy at the University of Northern
Colorado in Greeley, he said he began to learn
more about his faith and the importance of
God. He joined Bible studies and taught Totus
Tuus in the Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyo. Others
suggested he had a vocation to the priesthood.
“There was definitely an immediate feeling of
fear,” he said, “but more and more as I trusted
in this call, joy came about with that.” He asked
his pastor, Father Rocco Porter, for insight and
guidance. “I continued to pursue the thought
that God might be calling me to be a priest.
So after graduating from college in the fall of
2008, I applied to the seminary in the spring
and entered spirituality year in August 2009.”
Father McLagan said he most looks forward to
confession.
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figure hearts to Christ
FATHER ERIK VIGIL REYES

FATHER TOMASZ STRZEBONSKI

Age: 26

Age: 30

Born and reared: Calvillo, Aguascalientes,
Mexico

Born and reared: near Krakow, Poland

Seminary: St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, Denver
Most inspirational saint: St. Paul and St.
Augustine

W

hen Father Erik Reyes was young, his
father would tell him stories about
the Cristero movement in 1920s
Mexico. Thousands of Catholics started the
movement in response to a government ban
on public expressions of faith and a closure of
churches. “So my father used to take me to 6
a.m. Mass every morning and tell me stories
about the Cristeros,” Father Reyes said. “So I
got involved with the Cristeros and the movement. I wanted to become a priest, because I
had a good relationship with the priests who
were at my parish.” He forgot about his interest
in the priesthood until he returned to Mexico
after high school. He entered minor seminary
and then came to the United States to continue his studies. Father Reyes said he most
looks forward to absolving in the sacrament of
reconciliation.

Seminary: SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary
in Orchard Lake, Mich.
Most inspirational saint: St. John Paul II and
St. John the Apostle

T

he first time Father Tomasz Strzebonski thought about being a priest, he was
12. “It was mostly because of the good
example of the priests I had in my home parish,”
he said. But he didn’t pursue the thought of
a vocation until he was studying physics in a
college in Poland. Some of his professors were
anti-clerical and asserted that physics was the
answer to everything. “I was just burning inside
to tell them they’re wrong. I just wanted to react
to it,” he shared. Father Strzebonski said he
also felt a growing need for spiritual formation
and the need to spread the faith. “I wanted to
be like the disciples, bringing the faith to all the
nations,” he said. He entered a seminary in the
Archdiocese of Krakow but left after two years
feeling that he was called to serve elsewhere. He
came to the United States in 2012 and continued his studies at the Polish American seminary
in Michigan. After a visit to Denver, he knew he
wanted to serve in Colorado. He said he is most
looking forward to working with youth.

FATHER FRANKLIN ANASTACIO
SEQUEIRA TREMINIO
Age: 34
Born and reared: Born in Matagalpa, Nicaragua; reared in Ciudad Dario, Nicaragua
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary, Denver
Most inspirational saint: St. Francis of Assisi

A

s a young altar boy, Father Treminio
admired the priests he assisted during
Mass. But he said he was unsure about
becoming a priest. Even when he felt a call, he
hesitated. “I tried to forget about it. I wanted to
get married, have a family, children,” he said. At
the age of 15, he heard the call to the priesthood
during a gathering of youth in the Neocatechumenal Way in Nicaragua. “I remember when
someone said, ‘If there is anyone who feels
called to the priesthood, please stand up,’ I felt
someone speaking to my heart and telling me
to stand up. I remember being very emotional,
something which I could not even describe.
It was an experience of the love of God, of the
presence of God which filled my whole being
with joy and happiness—something which I had
never experienced before.” Then he stood up.
At that point he was awakened to the call of the
priesthood, he said.
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The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

WARNING!

Heavy
Rains Are
Overflowing
Gutters!

50
Up To

%

Around the Archdiocese

Lighthouse expands hours
Volunteer Shelly
Saeman provides
support at the
Lighthouse Women’s
Center. PHOTO BY NICOLE DAWN
PHOTOGRAPHY/NICOLE WITHEE

LIGHTHOUSE
http://lighthousedenver.
org

A

bortion-vulnerable women drive
down Pontiac Street toward
Planned Parenthood of the Rockies in Denver regularly.
When they come, Lighthouse Women’s Center staff wants to be ready with
an open door.
So the medical center expanded its
hours to Saturday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., a
time when many pregnant women arrive
at Planned Parenthood on 38th Avenue
for an abortion procedure, said Lynn
Grandon, Lighthouse’s executive director.
“For us it’s a location intervention for
the women who are headed down Pontiac,” Grandon said.
Staff was originally limited until the

center hired another nurse and a physician’s assistant allowing for expanded
hours.
“That’s allowing us to be open on Saturdays because there is a heavy presence
of patients over at Planned Parenthood
then,” Grandon said.
The center will also soon feature new
signage that staff hopes will encourage
women to walk in for a free ultrasound.
One sign promotes its new hours and
another billboard-sized sign in the works
is intended to give women a second
thought about abortion.
“What we’re saying to them in essence
is, ‘Please consider getting an ultrasound
before ..., and it’s free,’” she said.

OFF*

Labor & Materials!
Offer expires 6/3/15

MENTION DENVER CATHOLIC FOR BEST PRICES!
With 35 years experience and over 1 Million satisfied customers nationally,
Gutter Helmet ® remains the #1 gutter protection system.



Preparing children through a strong
Religious-Classical-Environmental Education to become
spiritual, intellectual, and moral leaders and stewards of
God’s creation. We partner with parents to form resilient
servant-leaders in the Catholic tradition.

*Owner operator and proud REGIS UNIVERSITY GRADUATE Karl Scheib
says “We hope we can help protect your home and family too!”



Find us on
Facebook!

OF GREATER DENVER AND NORTHERN COLORADO

Over 2 MILLION FEET INSTALLED IN COLORADO!

SERVING COLORADO FOR 13 YEARS!
FREE In-Home Estimate!

Available at time of estimate only!
*Maximum available discount 50% Off 3/1/15 rate card.
Call for details. Offer expires 6/3/15. *Based on a 2014 study.

METRO 303-816-3555
NORTHERN 970-300-5103

Now enrolling Preschool through Kindergarten
for the 2015-16 school year!
St. Katharine Drexel Catholic School
Preschool through Kindergarten | (303) 799-1036 x105
www.stkatharinedrexelhr.org

. 5761 McArthur Ranch Rd., Littleton, CO 80124
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Bulletin Board
required: 303-715-3236
or evelyn.andazola@
archden.org

MAY

25 Memorial
Day Mass

30 Presentation
School Celebration

10 a.m., Gallagher
Chapel, Mt. Olivet Cemetery, 12801 W. 44th
Ave., Wheat Ridge.
Celebrated by Archbishop Aquila. Details:
303-424-7785

4:30 p.m., Presentation
of Our Lady Church, 695
Julian St., Denver, free.
Reception afterward in
school gym. RSVP: 303936-5934 or mbu11@q.
com

28 Archbishop’s live
Q&A phone call

Helen Alvaré on
complementarity

6:30 p.m., Platte River
Bar & Grill, 5995 S.
Santa Fe. Drive, Littleton, $20. Poker
tournament proceeds
benefit shelter. Sign up
starts 5:30 p.m. Details:
vanessa.chavez@
tcfalliance.org or
720-476-7484

30 Deacon Discernment Retreat

7 a.m.-12:15 p.m., St.
John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
free. Open to men and
their wives interested
in learning more. RSVP

JUNE

1 Priest
Appreciation Day

11:30 a.m-6:30 p.m.,

PENTECOST

Religious freedom advocate and professor
Helen Alvaré, of George Mason University
JUN School of Law, will speak on the complementarity of men and women 7 p.m. June 1 at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. For details, call 303-221-9181. DENVER CATHOLIC FILE
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1	Commit a
deadly sin

32	Playthings

10	French
Christmas
14	Suffix with
décor

R E X E P Y U F R C N D M T O

15	Representation of
thirteenth
station of
the cross

P D R E R G S U P G

16	Jason’s
ship
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W S R Y P A C K T
ACTS
BAPTIZED
BIRTHDAY
DISCIPLES
EMBOLDENED

N D T R L Y

FIRE
GATHERED
HOLY SPIRIT
JERUSALEM
LANGUAGE

Z Q N

I

R L

PETER
REPENT
SPEECH
TONGUES
WIND

7 p.m-8:30 p.m., Our
Lady of Fatima Church,
1985 Miller St., Lakewood, free. Learn how
to talk about your faith
with others. Details:
31	Landed

5	Supreme
Being in
Islam

17	Type of
prayer
19	Homeland
of the first
American-born
saint
20	Young
men’s org.
21	Trac II
successor
22	Author of
The Models of the
Church
24	Shaper

2

3

4

5

18

35	Dull

20

21
24

39	Ruffian
40	Wary

27

41	Some are
buried

30

44	O bjects
from everyday life
45	Arrange in
sequence

53	The _ _ _ of
hands in a
sacrament

27	Expensive

57	_ _ _ Dame
58	Catholic
actor who
played a
Hobbit

9

10

11

12

13

22

25

38	Win _ _ _
hair

23

26

39	Former
Russian
ruler

29

33

42

34

35

36

37

38

40

43

40	Seventh
century
pope
41	A priest
wears a
Roman
one

44
46

45

36	Certain
classes
37	Onassis
nickname

19

39

47	“Great”
teacher of
Aquinas

52	Something
to cop

8

10 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Watch the
ordination of permanent deacons live online
at www.archden.org/
livestream

31

41

47

49	Alphabet
string

7

20 Diaconate ordination livestream

16

28

32

46	Garlic-flavored
mayonnaise

48	Discontinued
Dodge

6

15

14
17

26	Pardon

30	Second
century
pope

1

33	Meeting of
bishops

56	Constituent

29	Lauds

p.m., Spirit of Christ
Church, 7400 W. 80th
Ave., Arvada, free. Learn
about teaching NFP.
Also 6:30 p.m. June
14, St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish, 5450 S.
Lemay Ave., Fort Collins.
Details: 303-715-3259

3 Emmaus Walks
training

ACROSS

6:30 p.m.-9 p.m., the
Hall, 2911 W. 104th
Ave., Westminster, free.
Learn about the natural
law and enjoy complimentary drinks, dinner.
RSVP: 303-759-3599 or
greg@centerfornatural
law.org

info night
7 NFP
6:30 p.m.-7:30

PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT

Arrowhead Golf Club,
10850 W. Sundown Trail,
Littleton, free for clergy.
Includes golf, dinner and
award ceremony. No
cost to clergy. Parishioners invited. Register:
www.golf4priests.com
or 303-523-9760

18 Center for Natural
Law dinner

5:15 p.m.-8:15 p.m.,
Holy Ghost Church,
1900 California St.,
Denver, $12 for adults,
$5 for children. Benefits
the church’s Pro-Life
Committee. Details:
303-292-1556

1

E O F D E N E D L O B M E C T

V K R E N

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver,
donations. Details:
970-213-9257

6 Life Around the
World feast

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

S D K O V Q N

9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., St.
Mary Church, 1405 S.
Vine St., Denver, $680.
Six-day intensive course
in traditional Byzantine
iconography. Details:
jp@sicafoundation.org
or 303-729-1855

concert
4 Organ
7 p.m., Cathedral

31 Samaritan
House benefit

7 p.m., via phone. Archbishop Aquila will host
a phone call on the
restored order of the
sacraments of initiation.
Open to all Catholics.
Register: text “bishop”
to 313131 or visit www.
archden.org/saints

15 Icon painting
workshop

303-233-1283 or
olfkathyg@gmail.com

FEATURED EVENT

48

49

50

51

52

53

56

57

58

42	Catholic
sovereign
of Monaco
(with II)

59

60

61

43	Folds

54

55

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

59	Catholic
Association of the
Performing _ _ _

3	Lay group
established for
religious
purposes

60	Tenuous
substances

4	Prefix with
sect

61	Artist
Warhol
DOWN
1	“Behold
the _ _ _ of
God” (Jn
1:36)
2	Native
Americans

5	Absence
of passion
6	Volume
measure
(Brit)
7	Princess
from Alderaan
8	 _ _ _ Z

9	“Behold
the _ _ _ of
the Lord…”
(Angelus)
10	Archdiocese in
southern
Italy
11	If not
12	Wading
birds
13	Crummy
18	Kind of tot?
23	Single
entity
25	Tops of
suits

26	Catholic
songwriter
Guthrie
27	Winter
clock setting in the
Diocese of
Reno
28	“Winnie
the Pooh”
young’un
29	“_ _ _ Lingua”
33	Closing
34	Christmas
35	Distribute
cards

44	Washes
lightly
45	 _ _ _ magna
46	Dean Martin song
word
48	Chooses
50	M onk’s
cowl
51	Annual
race,
familiarly
54	Flightless
bird
55	Airline of
ill-fated
Flight 800
(abbr.)
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Classifieds

Want to help Mideast Christians?

EVENTS

Thursday, June 18 at 7:00PM
D.U.’s Newman Center
Featuring Fr. Patrick Dolan, Hazel Miller
Band and Cleo Parker Robinson Dance
For more information, phone 303-863-8141

Then don’t forget to
pray, says Lebanese
bishop

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

BY ROXANNE KING

C

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

hristians in the western world sat
helpless as they watched 21 Egyptian Christians beheaded by the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
“Their blood confesses Christ,” Pope
Francis said in response to the atrocity
in February.
Calling the murdered “martyrs,” the
pope urged that the deaths stir ecumenical unity, saying, “It makes no
difference whether they be Catholics,
Orthodox, Copts or Protestants. They are
Christians!”
On May 15, Archbishop Samuel Aquila
of Denver and Maronite Catholic Bishop
A. Elias Zaidan of the Eparchy of Our
Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles, 30 other
clergy and 200 laity heeded the pope’s
call with an ecumenical prayer breakfast
to stand in solidarity with persecuted
Christians and rally aid.
The event was organized by Maronite
Father Andre Mahanna, director of
ecumenism for Our Lady of Lebanon
Eparchy and pastor of St. Rafka Church
in Lakewood, where the service was held.
It included a procession—with Orthodox and Lutheran bishops and pastors, a
Mormon stake (deanery) president and
a Baptist minister—and testimony about
the plight of victimized Christians.
“Lebanon is a land of 4 million people,
and over 2 million refugees,” Bishop
Zaidan said about his birthplace, which
borders Syria, adding that the need is
overwhelming both the government and
the Church.
Christian casualties in Syria, which has
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HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete

Archbishop Samuel Aquila and Maronite Catholic Bishop A. Elias Zaidan meet
with Christian leaders at an ecumenical prayer breakfast May 15. PHOTO BY ANDREW
WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC

a population of 22.9 million, according to
the United Nations, include 1.5 million
displaced, more than 6,400 killed and
10,000 abductions. Entire villages have
been destroyed, countless numbers of
children orphaned and Christian women
taken as sex slaves as ISIS expands it’s
self-declared Islamic state.
Archbishop Aquila exhorted the audience to build awareness of the atrocities.
“The fact that (Christians) put their
faith in Jesus Christ is the only reason
(they) are being killed (by ISIS),” he said.
“It’s especially important for people in
the United States to speak out against
this.”
Among the suggestions speakers
offered is urging elected officials to take
action and donating to humanitarian
relief efforts.
“Never forget your (persecuted Christian) brothers and sisters,” Bishop Zaidan
emphasized. “Never forget to pray for
them. We underestimate the importance
and power of prayer.”
The program also highlighted the
heartening reunification of two refugee children from Iraq who were close
friends but separated when they were
uprooted from their homes. One of them,
Miryam, said she forgave her aggressors
the same way she and her friend, Sandra,

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MAY 24

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

SUNDAY, MAY 31

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

SUNDAY, JUNE 7
H
O
O
D

I
N
D
Y

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

COLORADO VINCENTIAN VOLUNTEERS
20th Annual Benefit Concert
HEART & SOUL

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

i

TO HELP

Donate: Make check payable to St.
Rafka Church, mail to 2301 Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood, CO 80214;
indicate in the memo line: Middle East
Refugee Aid

forgive each other.
“This is the greatest story,” Father
Mahanna said, translating for refugee
workers Skyping from Lebanon. He said
he aims to reunite the friends in person
and bring them to the United States to
serve as ambassadors for peace.
Carmelite Brother David Johnson, 34,
a native Denverite who is a monk at St.
James the Persian Monastery in Qara,
Syria, shared an uplifting experience of
God’s providence amidst the terrorism.
He told of being abducted from the
monastery, which is surrounded by
mountains filled with ISIS fighters, on
Easter Monday three years ago by Syrian
militia who thought he might be a spy.
While being held hostage, Brother Johnson told his captors that although he is
American, Jesus taught that one’s true
home is with God the Father in heaven,
and he sang an Easter hymn to them in
Arabic.
“‘I’ve never heard that before, why
don’t you sing that again,’” Brother Johnson recalled one of the soldiers saying.
“So I sang again, ‘Christ is risen from the
dead, trampling down death by death,
and upon those in the tombs bestowing
life.’”
Drawing laughter, he added: “The guy
said, ‘Let’s turn around the car. We’re
taking him back to the monastery.’”
Fellow monk, Carmelite Father Daniel
Maes, a 50-year priest from Belgium,
stressed the importance of protecting
Christianity in the lands where it started,
noting that its disappearance there would
bode ill for all Christians.
“When the roots of the tree are cut off,”
he warned, “then the tree outside will die
also.”

service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

ATTORNEY
LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

DENTIST
ALL DENTURE DENTAL CLINIC
Having a denture problem?
Immediate service on REPAIRS &
RELINES. 303-778-7707
1-800-NEWDENTURE
www.dentureguru.com

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

13

DENVER CATHOLIC | MAY 23-29, 2015

303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

Events & Announcements |

Service Directory |

Classifieds

FENCING

INSURANCE

REMODELING, cont’d

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

ACCOMPANIST - for 11:30 Sunday Masses

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE F/T

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

New Roof? Great Rates!
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
www.elkhornagency.com
Members of St. Michael’s for 30 years

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

at Light of the World, Littleton. Must be
familiar w/the Catholic Mass and how to
accompany today’s Catholic Mass Music.
Contact Sonny@lotw.org for an audition.

SUMMER ENGLISH TEACHERS
NEEDED - St. Mary Parish Disciples

GUTTER CLEANING

LANDSCAPING

ROOFING

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
AND CONCRETE SERVICES

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

M-F w/occasional weekend shift. Duties
incl. custodial, maintenance, floors, painting, outside work. Ability to work as a
team player, be a self-starter & have good
people & communication skills. Pay based
on experience. Apply Mon-Thur, 8 – 4 at
Most Precious Blood, 2250 S. Harrison St.,
Denver, or email your resume to parish@
mpbdenver.org. No phone calls please.

Member BBB. Free estimates, discount for
military and seniors. 10% off with ad!!
Call 720-877-3733

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned

Twin Pines Window Cleaning - Since 1994.
Residential Specialist in the Metro Area.
Insured, Reliable and Safe. Free Estimates.
Please call Bob at 303-329-8205

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

PAINTING

HOUSE CLEANING

$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

BUBBLEBRITE MAINTENANCE
20 years experience, licensed & bonded,
commercial/residential. Weekly, bi-weekly
and monthly cleaning. References available. Call for free estimate - 303-912-3011.

GINA’S HOUSECLEANING
Experienced, honest, reliable housecleaner
for weekly, bi-weekly, monthly & moveout cleaning. Excellent references. Please
call Gina at 720-980-1022 for free estimate.

LILLY MAID
Experienced, honest and reliable.
Flexible hours and days. References
available. Free estimates. Please
call 720-296-1905.

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

SPRINKLERS
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS
18 yrs. in business. Professional installation
and repairs. Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. All work guaranteed.
Please call 303-523-5859.

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

RALPH & JOE’S AFFORDABLE
DRAIN CLEANING

Our Lady of Loreto, part-time (app. 20
hrs/wk). Responsibilities include weekly
meetings for grades 6-12, assist with
admin duties, update web pages/social
media, attend regular department meetings. Required: Bachelors degree in related
field or certification in youth ministry.
Experience preferred. Send resume w/
desired salary no later than May 31st to
bfarmer@ourladyofloreto.org.

BILINGUAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
AND YOUTH DIRECTOR - Seeking
an individual to serve in a full time
position to develop and direct parish
Religious Education and Youth Programs.
Requirements: Dynamic Catholic leader
willing to serve in an active mountain
community, St. Stephen Parish & School,
Glenwood Springs, CO. English/Spanish
fluency. Degree or equivalent experience
as a catechist and youth leader. Implementation of the new Restored Order.
Computer & public speaking competency.
Collaborate with coworkers, parents, and
families. Please send cover letter & resume
to: frbert@comcast.net

CAREGIVERS

PLUMBING
DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

ASSISTANT YOUTH MINISTER - for

Tile
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

DIRECT CARE STAFF
Catholic Christian Group Home looking
for full-time help for 8 developmentally
disabled women. For more information
call 303-935-4740.

TREE SERVICE

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are
currently hiring for these full-time
positions: Network Engineer, HelpDesk
Tech, Windows System Engineer, Exec.
Administrative Asst. and Events Manager.
For full job descriptions please visit our
website at www.focus.org/jobs or
email your cover letter and resume to
hr@focus.org.

MIDDLE SCHOOL RELIGION TEACHER
Part-time Tues-Fri, 9:15am-3:15pm plus
other faculty member duties, for the
2015-2016 school year at Our Lady of
Fatima School, Lakewood. Background in
Religious Studies or Theology required.
Instruction experience preferred, but
teaching license not required. Contact
Principal Lisa Taylor at ltaylor@olfcs.com.

PARISH BUSINESS MANAGER - for
All Saints Parish in S.W. Denver. This is a
part time position which may turn into full
time. A Master’s degree in business is preferred. Please call Theresa @303-922-3758

PARISH HOUSEKEEPER - for St.
Dominic Priory. Major responsibilities
include cooking the main meal of the day,
weekly shopping, light cleaning, laundry.
This position is part-time (29 hours/
week). For an interview, job description or
more information please contact fr. David
Wright, OP at 303-455-3614, Ext. 313

Spanish Exchange Program is hiring seasonal English Teachers (native speakers,
please) to teach English to high school age
students from Spain/Europe weekdays in
July! Assist in development of curriculum
and activities with team, chaperone field
trips, participate in faith based areas of
program, nurture interaction between
American & Spanish students. Questions:
call 608-239-3519. Send resume & cover
letter to gfonseca2787@gmail.com or mail
to: Guadalupe Fonseca, Disciples Spanish
Exchange Program, 6853 S. Prince St.,
Littleton, CO 80120.

TEACHER OPENINGS - at Nativity
School in Broomfield: Middle School
Religion Teacher – Must have a degree in
Theology and/or current secondary licensure from the State of CO. Middle School
Lit/Language Arts Teacher - Must have a
current secondary licensure from the State
of CO. Contact k.shadel@nool.us

PRAYERS
THANK YOU - In gratitude to St. Jude,
the Holy Trinity and the Holy Family for
prayers answered. - P.S.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Desirable
ground-level location in St. Anthony
Mausoleum - Crypt 27, Tier A, Park Bldg 1.
Asking $7,250 OBO, trans. fee incl. (Value:
$7,600). Call 253-381-0528 or 253-380-2177

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two lots in a peaceful and lovely older
part of Mt. Olivet - Sect. 27, Block 6, Lot 6,
Graves 2 & 3. Asking $3,100 ea., includes
transfer fee. Please call 303-428-4837

Repair-Replace-Install Drains and Fixtures.
Senior Discount. 303-935-1753
Call us Today and Save $25!!

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY; LET US DO THE WORK. Lic/
Bond/Ins. 720-227-5564

REMODELING
M D K REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
22 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

ENJOY YOUR MARRIAGE:
MARRIAGE EDUCATION & ENRICHMENT WORKSHOP
Led by Greg and Julie Alexander of Alexander House
June 13th - St. Gabriel Parish, 8755 Scarborough Dr., Colorado Springs
Join us for a fun and educational day - June 13th from 9 am-3 pm
Cost: $80/couple, includes workshop materials and lunch
To register please visit: www.eymstgabriel.eventbrite.com.
For more information please contact 719-373-3056 or hrccmc@yahoo.com.
**Due to limited space, childcare will not be provided.**

68 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF ROBERT RICHARD KIDD, DECEASED
Case Number 2015PR30155
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to the
Personal Representative or to Weld Probate Court of the County of Weld, Colorado
on or before September 9, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

Personal Representative: August William Ritter, Jr.
c/o Phillip A. Parrott
Campbell Killin Brittan & Ray LLC
270 St. Paul Street, Suite 200, Denver, Colorado 80206
Publish: Denver Catholic
May 9, May 16, May 23, 2015
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Perspectives

The Catholic Church’s German crisis

T

he 21st-century Church owes
a lot to 20th-century German
Catholicism: for its generosity
to Catholics in the Third World; for the
witness of martyrs like Alfred Delp,
Bernhard
LichtGEORGE enberg,
WEIGEL and Edith
Stein; for
its contriThe Catholic Diﬀerence
butions
to Biblical
George Weigel is a
studies,
distinguished senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy
systematic
Center in Washington, D.C.
and moral
theology,
liturgical renewal, and Catholic social
doctrine, through which German
Catholicism played a leading role in
Vatican II’s efforts to renew Catholic
witness for the third millennium. At the
Council, more than the Rhine ﬂowed
into the Tiber; let’s not forget the Seine,
the Meuse, the Potomac, and the Vistula. But the Rhine’s ﬂow was strong.
Which simply intensifies the shock
on reading the German bishops’ report
to the Vatican in preparation for this
coming October’s synod. One of my
correspondents deemed it a de facto

declaration of schism. I read it as an
unintentional cri du coeur: a confession
of catechetical disaster and pastoral
failure on a nationwide scale, to which
the German episcopate has no response
save to urge others down the path that
has led Catholicism in Germany into
profound incoherence.
When one tries to discuss this
catastrophe with senior German
churchmen, one rarely finds, these days,
a sobered openness, born of the recognition that something has gone terribly
wrong and that another approach to
evangelization and catechesis must
be found—an “All-In Catholicism”
rooted in the joy of the Gospel preached
and lived in its full integrity. Rather,
what you often find is a stubborn doubling-down. “You don’t understand our
situation” is the antiphon, typically
spoken with some vehemence.
Yet is it really the case that we obtuse
non-Germans don’t understand? The
statistics on German Catholic practice—
more accurately, the lack thereof—are
not pontifical secrets. Those statistics
are embodied by what visitors observe in
German cities on Sunday: largely empty
churches. Now comes this report for the
synod, which suggests that, on matters

of marriage, the family, the morality of
human love, and the things that make
for genuine happiness, German Catholic
thinking is virtually indistinguishable
from that of non-believers.
And still the German episcopate
suggests that more dumbing down of
Catholic doctrine and practice is the
answer, now on a global scale. It’s quite
remarkable. And it will certainly be
remarked upon, and not favorably, in
Rome in October.
In October 2001, I had an engaging,
two-hour conversation with Cardinal
Karl Lehmann, now one of the grand
old men of the German hierarchy. We
discussed the crisis of belief throughout
Europe (and Europe’s related demographic meltdown) at length. Then the
cardinal offered me a copy of his newest
book, “Now Is the Time to Think of God.”
I must say I found the title ... striking. I
knew he intended it as a challenge to the
regnant secularism of the time, but you
had to wonder: What else had this distinguished scholar, and his colleagues at
the higher altitudes of German theology,
been speaking about, these many years?
To make a very long story short,
they had often been speaking-aboutspeaking-about-God: that is, they’d

been chasing their tails in trying to
respond to the crisis of belief in late
modernity. And in doing so, they’d
gotten stuck inside what Polish philosopher Wojciech Chudy, an intellectual
great-grandson of John Paul II, called
the post-Kantian “trap of reﬂection:”
thinking-about-thinking-aboutthinking, rather than thinking about
reality—in this case, the Gospel and
its truths. Less elegantly, I’d describe
Chudy’s “trap of reﬂection” as the
quicksand pit of a subjectivism become
self-absorption, from which it’s hard to
extract oneself and answer the Master’s
call, “Come, follow me.”
The German Catholic crisis is not
primarily institutional; the Catholic
Church is Germany’s second-largest
employer and its institutions are robust.
The crisis is one of faith. German
Catholicism is in crisis because German
Catholics have not embraced the Lord
Jesus and his Gospel with passion, conviction and joy, and are seeking their
happiness elsewhere. That’s sad; that‘s
tragic; that’s dispiriting.
But it’s also nothing to be commended
as a model for others, except as a
cautionary tale about the effects of surrendering to the spirit of the age.

What is VSED and why should it matter to us?

M

ore than 20 years ago, Dr. David
Eddy, writing in the Journal of
the American Medical Association, described how his mother, though
not suffering from a terminal illness,
chose to end her life through VSED (voluntarily stopping eating and drinking).
She was “very independent, very self-sufficient, and very content.” When she
began to be aﬄicted by various ailments,
including rectal prolapse, she talked with
her physician-son about “how she could
end her life gracefully.”
When she asked him, “Can I stop
eating?”, he told her that if it was really
her intention to end her life, she could
also stop drinking since, “without water,
no one, not even the healthiest, can live
more than a few days.” After a family
bash celebrating her 85th birthday, she
“relished her last piece of chocolate, and
then stopped eating and drinking.” She
died of dehydration six days later, with
her son arranging for pain medications
to be administered during her final days
and hours.
Choosing not to eat or drink can be
packaged as a noble and well-intentioned way to avoid intense pain and
suffering, but VSED ultimately represents a ﬂawed choice. It subtly draws
us into the mistake of treating the

objective good of our life as if it were an
evil to be quelled or extinguished. We
have a moral duty to preserve and protect our life and to use ordinary means
of doing so. Suicide, even by starvation

FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.

and dehydration, is still suicide and is
never morally acceptable.
For some critically-ill patients, continued attempts to ingest food and liquids
may cause significant complications,
including severe nausea, vomiting, or
complex problems with elimination.
Such patients may find themselves effectively incapable of eating or drinking.
This is not VSED, but a direct manifestation of their advanced disease state,
and does not raise any of the ethical concerns associated with VSED.
As disease or severe illness advances,
and a patient draws near to death,

various bodily systems may begin to
fail, and a natural decrease in appetite
can occur. This is also different from a
voluntary decision to stop eating and
drinking—VSED refers specifically to
a conscious, elective decision on the
part of a patient not to eat or drink
when eating and drinking would be
anticipated to provide benefit to them
without undue burdens.
As people are dying, the real evil that
often needs to be quelled or extinguished
is pain, and severe pain is properly
addressed by non-suicidal means, that
is to say, through effective pain management and palliative care strategies.
Some have sought to suggest that
patients who choose VSED may feel
less pain because the nervous system
becomes dulled and the body may end
up releasing chemicals which provide
natural analgesia or pain relief: “What
my patients have told me over the last
25 years is that when they stop eating
and drinking, there’s nothing unpleasant
about it -- in fact, it can be quite blissful
and euphoric,” said Dr. Perry G. Fine,
vice president of medical affairs at the
National Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization in Arlington, Va. “It’s a very
smooth, graceful and elegant way to go.”
Such claims, however, remain highly

controversial and strain credulity.
Dehydration and starvation constitute
a form of assault against the integrity of
the body and the whole organism, and if
the body reacts by releasing chemicals,
this is a form of “shock” response to an
escalating traumatic situation. As noted
for Dr. Eddy’s mother, pain medications
were required to control the significant
suffering and discomfort that would
otherwise have ensued from her dehydration and starvation.
Even those who promote VSED advocate uniformly for concurrent pain
control. In fact, Helga Kuhse, a wellknown advocate of assisted suicide,
once argued that when people see how
painful a death by starvation and dehydration really is, then, “in the patient’s
best interest,” they will soon come to
accept active euthanasia through, for
example, a lethal injection.
By its nature, VSED appears to be
defined by the intent to cause death by
forgoing the most basic requirements
to conserve human life. Intentionally engaging in such damaging and
self-destructive behaviors, by foisting
dehydration and starvation onto our
mortal frames so as to shutter our
earthly existence, can never represent
an ordered kind of human choice.
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Being together when you’re apart

T

“

his is a common scenario we see
in our marriage coaching: the husband travels each week for his job
while the wife is responsible for working
her part-time job and being the taxi

Prayer
is the
answer to
fighting
the battle
in our
homes,
the battle
in our
marriages, and
the battle
in our
families!”

MATT &
MINDY
DALTON
Marriage Missionaries
Matt and Mindy Dalton can be reached at
matt@marriagemissionaries.org, 303-578-8287
or at www.marriagemissionaries.org.

shuttle for their children all week alone,
making that extra effort to organize the
schedule for the week. The wife with the
“extra duties” may start feeling resentful
for the extra-busy week while her husband gets to enjoy a week out of town.
Let’s focus on how much effort the
husband makes in providing for his
family. He realizes it is difficult for his
wife while he is gone but also wants
to get ahead in his company. He could
strictly focus on his job for the week,
but instead makes an effort to have a
date night planned when he gets back.
He calls to pray with his wife at the end
of each evening and took some time to
leave little notes around the house for
her before he left on the business trip.
The wife could quickly become
self-absorbed, only taking a look at all
she has to accomplish the week her
husband is away. Imagine if she were to
focus completely on her husband with
periodic text messages and phone calls
at night to thank him for working so
hard for their family, to ask him how his
week is going and if there is anything he

MATT &
MINDY
DALTON
PHOTO BY WAVEBREAKMEDIAMICRO/DPC

needs while he is away.
If her week is spent complaining to
him, telling him how exhausted she is
due to the extra work, he may not look
as forward to walking in Friday evening
when he arrives back in town. On the
other hand, if he has received numerous
(daily) positive, encouraging, loving and
supportive communication all week, he
is longing to be home with his wife and
kids. And if he has made that extra effort
“to be” with his wife while he was out of
town, she will find her week wasn’t too
bad after all.
If our marriages are to be a sign to
the world of God’s eternal exchange
of life and love, and there is an enemy
who wants to bring division and wants

nothing more than to see our children
ripped apart from their parents, then
where is the enemy going to attack?
He is going to attack our families. We
need to know who we are fighting. With
wounded hearts, disappointments, lack
of charity in our words, rolling of our
eyes and the silent treatment, we begin
to see our spouse as our enemy.
Prayer is the answer to fighting the
battle in our homes, the battle in our
marriages, and the battle in our families! We need to keep in mind that it is
not our spouse that is the enemy, the
one we should be fighting against. We
should be armed and prepared to battle
the enemy who wants to destroy.
Let’s commit to carving out time

LETTERS

Graces of
conﬁrmation
I was struck by the
statement (Archbishop
to discuss change in
confirmation, May 9-15)
that “…the sacrament of
confirmation tends to
mark the end … of a close
relationship with Christ.”
I have had two children
confirmed in recent
years and served as a
sponsor for another, and
my observation is that if
confirmation marks the
end of a relationship with
Christ, it is less a cause
than an effect. The cause
is more likely the lack

of authentic high school
youth programs in many
of our parishes.
These recently
confirmed 8th- and
9th-graders are at the age
when they are beginning
high school, a time when
they are entering a new
and challenging social
environment, bringing
with it challenges to their
Catholic beliefs. Confirmation is certainly not
the cause of high-schoolers lessening their
relationship with Christ.
If anything, confirmation
provides them the grace
and strength to handle
the challenges encountered in high school,

particularly in our public
high schools. It seems to
me the lack of high school
youth groups for Catholic
youth is much more likely
to result in a less close
relationship.
A few weeks ago it was
reported that only half
of our parishes have high
school programs. Our
parish is one of those.
Students complete a
vibrant sacramental
preparation program and
receive the sacrament
of confirmation which,
sadly, marks the end of
opportunities for further
faith formation.
As we revise the order
of the sacraments of

initiation, let’s also strive
to offer all of our Catholic
high school children an
opportunity to continue
learning about their
faith. Those four years of
high school are a period
of intense academic
learning and growth in
social relationships. Our
Catholic high school
children should also have
a similar opportunity to
learn about their faith
and deepen their relationship with Christ. Let’s
renew the commitment
to engage our high school
children rather than let
them drift away.
JOSEPH PRINSTER
Boulder

each and every day—15 minutes to 30
minutes, alone—in silence with God to
converse with him about our lives, about
our spouse, about our families. Beg for
His grace and mercy to love as He loves.
When was the last time you asked
yourself, and were honest with yourself,
about how often you truly pray for your
spouse? But not prayers like “Please,
God, change my husband,” or “Lord,
make my wife see her shortcomings.”
Rather prayer lifting up your spouse
such as, “Heavenly Father, I ask for you
to bless my spouse today and help me
to be a courageous witness of your love.
Help me to be a servant spouse and to
focus on my spouse’s gifts. I want to
serve as you serve, Lord.”

Denver Catholic Summer Schedule
Denver Catholic will publish on the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of the month during the
summer. Look for the next issue June 13-19.
Visit www.denvercatholic.org and follow us on
Facebook and Twitter for your local Catholic
news and commentary. Thank you for your
readership and support.



CORRECTION

In the May 16-22 issue of the Denver Catholic, an incorrect advertisement congratulating Regis Jesuit High
School graduates was printed on Page 15. The Denver
Catholic will print the correct list of 2015 graduates in
the June 13-19 issue, which is also posted online.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

