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Age of

This Divine Mercy Sunday, April 12, marks a signiﬁcant day when the Church’s teaching on mercy will reach a pinnacle. Faithful
across the world will remember St. John Paul II’s death, which occurred on the vigil of Divine Mercy in 2005, and St. Maria Kowalska,
who shared Christ’s message of mercy to the world. The late pope canonized the saint and established Divine Mercy Sunday, also
anticipated as the day Pope Francis will oﬃcially proclaim a Year of Mercy starting this December.

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

n Easter Sunday millions of Catholics gather with family and friends
to celebrate the day when Christ
conquered death and rose from the dead.

But that’s not the end of the story.
The understanding of Christian life
reaches completion on Divine Mercy
Sunday, held a week after Easter Sunday,
when faithful are reminded of the mercy
afforded to them by Christ’s resurrection,
explained Father Marcus Marek, pastor
of St. Joseph Polish Parish.
“As Catholics, we stress that after

Good Friday there’s Easter Sunday when
we recognize the resurrection,” Father
Marek said. “With Divine Mercy, it is like
one complete message. Through Christ’s
cross and resurrection we have mercy
coming into this world for us.”
In a spiritually-rich convergence of
mercy, this year marks the 10-year anniversary of St. John Paul II’s death—which

occurred on the vigil of Divine Mercy on
April 2, 2005—and without whom the
feast would not be recognized today. The
devotion of divine mercy was relayed
by a Polish nun the late pope canonized
before his death, St. Maria Faustina
Kowalska, who shared the message that
Christ’s love and mercy are
stronger than sin.

HE IS RISEN!
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V
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Boundless mercy and two great saints

T

he first public trip St. John Paul
II made outside of Rome after
being shot in May 1981 was to the
Shrine of Merciful Love in Collevalenza,
Italy. The occasion for his visit was to
launch an international congress dedicated to his encyclical on mercy, Dives
in Misericordia, which was published
one year before.
“By my presence I wish to reconfirm,
in a way, the message of that encyclical,” he said. “I wish to read it again and
deliver it again. Right from the beginning of my ministry in St. Peter’s See
in Rome, I considered this message my
special task. Providence has assigned it
to me in the present situation of man,
the Church, and the world. It could
be said that precisely this situation
assigned that message to me as my task
before God.”
How fitting it is that St. John Paul
II’s first event outside of Rome after
the assassination attempt was one
dedicated to mercy. St. John Paul II’s
beautiful, lifelong testimony to the message of mercy was further underscored
by God the Father calling him home
on April 2, the Vigil of Divine Mercy
Sunday.
This week we are celebrating the 10th
anniversary of St. John Paul II’s death
and the gift of God’s mercy offered to
the whole world on Easter. We should
allow these two events to serve as a
reminder to us of the importance of
accepting God’s mercy and letting it
transform our lives.
Anyone familiar with the life of the

St. John Paul II PHOTO COURTESY OF WHITE HOUSE

late Holy Father knows that his life
presented many opportunities for him
to respond to injustices and sufferings
with anger or even hatred. Things are
no different today. The world of the 21st
century is full of suffering and opportunities for mercy, which is why Pope
Francis has called for a Jubilee Year of
Mercy, beginning Dec. 8.
For those of you unfamiliar with the
message of Divine Mercy, it was first
given to Sister Faustina Kowalska in a
series of revelations that she received
from Jesus between 1931 and 1938.
At her canonization in 2000, St. John
Paul II noted that Jesus’ message of

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE

@ArchbishopDen

April 4: Easter Vigil, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (8 p.m.)
April 5: Easter Sunday Mass and confirmation,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.)
April 8: All-school Mass, Bishop Machebeuf
High School, Denver (10:20 a.m.); Mass and
confirmation, St. Louis Church, Englewood (7
p.m.)
April 9: All-school Mass, Sts. Peter and Paul
School, Wheat Ridge (8 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, St. Catherine of Siena Church, Denver
(7 p.m.)

Mar 24

mercy is not new “but can be considered a gift of special enlightenment
that helps us to relive the Gospel of
Easter more intensely, to offer it as a ray
of light to the men and women of our
time.”
People around the world today—
Christian and non-Christian alike—are
experiencing the scourge of violence
and a sense of hopelessness. We see, for
example, Christians being persecuted
and brutally martyred in the Middle
East and Africa. It is in this world that
we are called to be messengers of
his boundless mercy.
Looking ahead to our current century, St. John Paul II
said that by canonizing Sister
Faustina he intended “to pass
this message on to the new
millennium. I pass it on to
all people, so that they
will learn to know ever
better the true face of
God and the true face of
their brethren.”
The message of
Divine Mercy for our
time that St. John Paul
II emphasized is that
humanity must let itself
be “touched and pervaded by the Spirit given
to it by the risen Christ.”
“It is the Spirit,” he
said, “who heals the
wounds of the heart, pulls
down the barriers that
separate us from God

and divide us from one another, and at
the same time, restores the joy of the
Father’s love and of fraternal unity.”
As we reflect on these words, our
hearts should be moved to see the
Father’s providential love in Pope Francis and his constant call to encounter
the mercy of Jesus Christ, especially in
the upcoming Jubilee Year of Mercy.
In his homily announcing the year, he
stated, “I have often thought about how
the Church might make clear its mission of being a witness to mercy. It is a
journey that begins with a spiritual
conversion. For this reason, I have
decided to call an extraordinary
Jubilee that is to have the mercy
of God at its center. It shall
be a Holy Year of Mercy. We
want to live this Year in the
light of the Lord’s words:
‘Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful’” (cf.
Luke 6:36).
May we hear this invitation that has been given to
us so strongly, first in the
Gospel, and then in the
voices of the saints, and
now by Pope Francis. May
we grow in our trust of
God’s merciful love for us,
even when trials come our
way, and may we become
messengers of mercy to
everyone we encounter!
Saints Faustina and John
Paul II, pray for us!
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Column - There
are always “Holy
Saturdays”—times when
God seems silent: ow.ly/
KKgQ0 #HolyWeek
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Archbishop Samuel Aquila prays during Vigil Praise March 21 at Christ the King
Chapel at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary. More than 200 young people
ﬁlled the chapel for liturgy of the hours and adoration accompanied by a
seminarian-run praise and worship band. The next Vigil Praise will be April 25.
For more information, visit http://vigilpraise.weebly.com. PHOTO BY ZACHARY BOAZMAN
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Who would care for you?

Christ took the ‘poison’ of our
sin upon himself, pope said

If you needed long term care who would be your
caregiver? Your Spouse? Your Children?
Long Term Care Insurance not only provides expanded care options, it
provides loved ones the ability to maintain their quality of life.

Protecting Your
Future...Today

Jim Chevarria
Chevarria Insurance Group
2014 Best Businesses of Lakewood Award
www.chevarriainsurancegroup.com

Call (303) 955-6837 for a no-risk consultation.

Pope Francis greets an audience in St. Peter’s Square. PHOTO BY BOHUMIL PETRIK/CNA

I

n his homily at Casa Santa Marta
March 24, Pope Francis called on
Christians to pray for the grace to
accept difficult moments.
According to Vatican Radio, the Holy
Father reflected on the day’s reading
from the Book of Numbers in which God
punished the people of Israel for their
complaining by sending fiery serpents
that bit and poisoned them.
Drawing comparison from the reading to daily life, the pope said that many
times, even Christians have this tendency
to rebel against God or try to seek salvation on their own terms. Calling them,
“‘Yes, but…’ Christians,” the pope said
that they do not open their hearts to God’s
salvation, but rather place conditions.
“‘Yes, but this!’ ‘Yes, yes, yes, I want to
be saved but through this path.’ Thus the
heart becomes poisoned,” the pope said.
The 78-year-old pontiff noted Christ
took upon himself this poison that enters
the heart when he was crucified on the
cross.

“This tepidness of the soul, this being
half-way Christians, ‘Yes, but…’ Christians… This enthusiasm at the beginning
of the way of the Lord and then becoming
discontent, can only be healed by looking
at the cross, looking at God who takes our
sins: my sin is there.”
Saying that many “die in the desert of
their sadness” and murmuring, the pope
called on Christians to contemplate
Christ crucified and ask for the grace to
accept the difficult moments in life.
“How many Christians,” the Pope concluded, “die in the desert of their sorrow,
grumbling and not accepting God’s way.”
The pope suggested contemplating
Christ crucified and ask for the grace to
accept the difficult moments in life, and
to “accept the divine way of salvation,
to accept this ‘wretched food’ that the
children of Israel lamented. Let’s accept
the paths that the Lord leads us on.” He
added, “May this Holy Week help us to
turn away from the temptation to become
‘yes, but…’ Christians.” SOURCE: ZENIT.ORG

NEWS IN BRIEF

20 years of Evangelium Vitae
The Vatican held an international
prayer vigil and rosary for life in celebration of the 20th anniversary of
Evangelium Vitae, the encyclical of St.
John Paul II dedicated to the value and
inviolable nature of human life. The
vigil was held in dioceses throughout
the world on March 24 with the purpose of giving thanks to God for the
fruits produced by the encyclical on
life, making known to the world the
benefits of prayer and recalling eternal
life. Father Jose Guillermo Gutierrez
Fernandez with the Pontifical Council
for the Family said the encyclical, promulgated on March 25, 1995, has still
not been applied in all of its facets and
needs to be studied more deeply. SOURCE:
CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

Vatican invited homeless on
Sistine Chapel tour
In addition to food, umbrellas, sleeping bags, showers and haircuts, the
Vatican offered Rome’s homeless the
gift of beauty. On March 26, 150 homeless received a ticket for the Vatican
Museums given by the office for papal
charities. The special day included a tour
of the Vatican City State and dinner in
the museums’ restaurant. The tour was
designed to show the city’s homeless
population not just the beauty from
outside St. Peter’s Basilica, but also
the beauty within, which belongs to
everyone, including those who have met
misfortune and are living in poverty. The
initiative is the latest in a string of charitable initiatives enacted by the papal
almoner since Pope Francis’ election
two years ago. SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

Limited time offer at pa
pparticipating
rticipatingg locations.
King’s Hawaiian® is a registered trademark of King’s Hawaiian Holding Company, Inc. SIERRA MIST is a registered trademark of PepsiCo, Inc. TM & © 2015 Arby’s IP Holder Trust
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Dinner & Dancing

Saturday, April 25, 2015 - 6:00 p.m.
PPA Event Center, 2105 Decatur St., Denver
Proceeds to benefit the building fund for the
Monastery of the Capuchin Poor Clare Sisters

Silent Auction and a Reverse Raffle for fabulous prizes including
the GRAND PRIZE – one week at Casa Amigos de Corazon
in Playa del Carmen, Mexico for up to 8 people
PLUS $1,000 in airfare!!

Only 200 tickets will be sold; tickets are $150 each. Each ticket
admits two to the event. Call 720-227-1177 for complete details.

Visit www.ourladyoflightmonastery.com for information on making tax
deductible donations or to purchase Clarisa’s cookies, or call 303-458-6339.

Help us build a house for Our Lady of Light!!
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Mercy will reach an important
juncture this year when the Vatican will officially proclaim a Year of Mercy
April 12, starting Dec. 8 and concluding Nov.
20, 2016. Pope Francis announced the need
for Christians to be a witness to mercy.
“This is the time of mercy. It is important that the lay faithful live it and bring
it into different social environments,” he
said on March 13. “I am convinced that the
whole Church will find in this Jubilee the
joy needed to rediscover and make fruitful
the mercy of God, with which all of us are
called to give consolation to every man and
woman of our time.”
St. Joseph Polish and several other parishes will recognize Divine Mercy Sunday
with prayers and celebrations, including
veneration of the two saints that brought
the message to modern man.
The story of mercy is found in the
beginning of time when in Genesis God
gave Adam and Eve a promise of mercy,
a prophetic foreshadowing of the Savior
who was to come. Acts of mercy continue
through the Bible and are realized in
Christ’s resurrection from death.
Modern man came to know Christ’s
mercy centuries later with the young nun
Sister Faustina, who lived in Poland during
the 1930s. The extraordinary revelations
she received from Christ as recorded in
notebooks are known today as the “Diary of
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska.” Through
her writings, she shared that faithful must
trust in his mercy and extend it to others

A
so all may share in his joy.
St. Faustina wrote that Christ said to her,
“I promise that the soul that will venerate
(the Sacred Heart) image will not perish.
I also promise victory over its enemies
already here on earth, especially at the
hour of death. I myself will defend it as my
own glory.”
About his time, St. John Paul II was
growing up in Crakow where Sister
Faustina lived. The young future pope was
18 years old when she died.
“He likely walked the same streets St.
Faustina did before him,” Father Marek said.
News of the nun’s revelations spread and
a great movement was sparked that ignited
a focus on Christ’s mercy.
Years later in 2000, St. John Paul II canonized Sister Faustina making her the “first
saint of the new millennium,” also calling
her the “great apostle of Divine Mercy in
our time.” On the same day he established
Divine Mercy Sunday as a feast for the entire
Church. Faithful recite the chaplet, asking
for an ocean of mercy to fall upon the world.
The story further intertwines when St.
John Paul II died on the vigil of Divine
Mercy 10 years ago.
Today, faithful remember the convergence of mercy depicted in the image of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, shown with rays
emanating from his heart.
“It’s a modern way to remind us that we
are not forgotten, that we are not alone, that
we have somebody who takes care of us. We
have God himself,” Father Marek said.

POPE FRANCIS ON MERCY

“

The Church must be a place
of mercy freely given, where
everyone can feel welcomed, loved,
forgiven and encouraged to live the
good life of the Gospel.”

NOV. 24, 2013 IN EVANGELII GAUDIUM

“

I am always struck when I
reread the parable of the
merciful Father. ... God is always
waiting for us, He never grows tired.
Jesus shows us this merciful patience
of God so that we can regain
confidence and hope—always!”
APRIL 7, 2013 HOMILY

“

I think we too are the people
who, on the one hand, want
to listen to Jesus, but on the other
hand, at times, like to find a stick to
beat others with, to condemn others.
And Jesus has this message for
us: mercy. I think—and I say it with
humility—that this is the Lord’s most
powerful message: mercy.”
MARCH 17, 2013 HOMILY

PHOTO BY MAZUR/CATHOLIC NEWS

Divine Mercy Sunday liturgies
CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
What:	chaplet recited daily for nine
days
When:	4 p.m. April 4, 6 p.m. April
5, 5 p.m. April 6-10, 4 p.m.
April 11, and 10 a.m. April 12
Where: 1530 Logan St., Denver
DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTOS

“

A lot of people come to
the cathedral looking
for mercy. It seems to me the
mother church should be that
place where people who find
their lives in dishevelment can
be embraced. And Divine Mercy
is about that.”
MSGR. BERNIE SCHMITZ
pastor of the Cathedral Basilica

ST. JOSEPH POLISH CHURCH
What:	adoration, Mass, exposition
and veneration
When:	7 p.m. April 10 movie
“Mercy—Hope for the World”;
11:30 a.m. April 12 adoration;
1:30 p.m. Aztec dancers, 2
p.m. Mass, 3 p.m. adoration,
Divine Mercy chaplet, and
veneration of St. Faustina
and St. John Paul II relics

“

(St. John Paul II) was
very instrumental in
bringing Divine Mercy to the
whole world. Divine Mercy is
not just for the Polish. It’s not
even just for Catholics. It’s for
everyone.”

Where: 517 E. 46th Ave., Denver

FATHER MARCUS MAREK
pastor of St. Joseph Polish

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CHURCH

ST. JOAN OF ARC CHURCH

CARMELITE MONASTERY

What: procession and reception

What:	Holy Hour

When:	12:30 p.m. April 12

When:	2:55 p.m. April 12

What:	Memorial Mass and chaplet with Divine
Mercy Supportive Care, reception follows

Where:	starts at 1209 W. 26th Ave. and ends at
St. Joseph Polish, 517 E. 46th Ave.

Where:	12735 W. 58th Ave.,
Arvada

Where:	6138 S. Gallup St., Littleton

When:	3 p.m. April 12
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Failure to charge Longmont murder suspect
travesty of justice, archbishop says
Archbishop Samuel
Aquila said prosecutors’
decision not to charge
a Longmont woman
suspected of murdering
an unborn baby a
travesty of justice. DENVER

Suspect Dynel Catrece
Lane was arrested for
attacking and stabbing
a Longmont woman and
removing her unborn
child from her womb.
PHOTO BY BOULDER COUNTY SHERIFF’S
OFFICE

CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

WARNING DANGER

Over 9,000 Older Adults Will Fall This Year In Colorado

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

A

rchbishop Samuel Aquila
responded Friday to the violent
death of an unborn baby in Longmont as a “travesty of justice” and the lack
of state law recognizing the baby’s life as
“inadequate.”
His comments came after Boulder County
prosecutors announced in a news conference March 27 that suspect Dynel Catrece
Lane, 34, would not face murder charges in
the death of a seven-month-old baby.
“The vast majority of Coloradans
believe, as I do, that when the unborn
child of a pregnant woman is murdered
… a homicide has been committed,” said
Archbishop Aquila of the Archdiocese of
Denver. “St. John Paul II reminded us in
the Gospel of Life that ‘There can be no true
democracy without a recognition of every
person’s dignity and without respect for his
or her rights. Nor can there be true peace
unless life is defended and promoted.’”
The archbishop continued that “The
laws of Colorado should reflect this reality
and it is up to each one of us to call upon
our elected officials to enact laws that recognize the fact that the unborn can in fact
be victims of horrendous crimes such as
homicide.”
Lane was arrested March 18 for allegedly
beating and stabbing a Longmont woman,
26-year-old Michelle Wilkins, and cutting
and removing the baby from her womb.
The attack occurred after Wilkins, a certified nurse’s aide, answered a Craigslist
ad for baby clothes before noon March 18.

When she arrived at the suspect’s home
in Longmont, Wilkins was attacked and
beaten. Wilkins managed to call 911 for
help. She underwent surgery at Longmont
United Hospital and was later released.
The baby did not survive.
Lane, a wife and mother of two, told her
husband when he arrived that she had suffered a miscarriage. Her husband rushed
her to the hospital.
Lane was later arrested on suspicion of
attempted first-degree murder, first-assault and child abuse. Prosecutors later
announced she would not be charged with
murder. Lane is being held on a $2 million
bond.
The violent attack is causing debate
among Coloradans regarding the definition of a baby.
Currently, state law does not recognize
an unborn baby as a person unless it’s
capable of surviving on its own outside the
womb. But the required period of survival
is unclear.
The Boulder County coroner announced
that an autopsy revealed the baby was not
born alive.
“I cannot imagine the horrific loss
Michelle and her family is suffering,” the
archbishop said. “My heart is filled with
sorrow for them for they looked forward
to the birth of their child with joy and
anticipation. And Colorado law tells them
it was not murder, no crime was committed against the child. I call on all people of
good will to keep Michelle and her family
in prayer. I pray that God’s comfort will
fill the hearts of Michelle and her family as
they mourn the loss of (the baby) and that
the inadequate law of Colorado will change.
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Sisters of Life set sights on Denver
Order announces
plans to evangelize
on college campuses

Nuns of the Sisters of Life lead a
retreat for young women.
Sister Maria Laeticia spends time
with a baby born through one of the
order’s missions. PHOTOS PROVIDED

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

T

he New York-based Sisters of Life
announced plans on the feast of
the Annunciation to bring their
mission work to Denver this summer.
Four sisters will be sent to witness to
the dignity of life and join the Archdiocese of Denver’s mission for the new
evangelization. It will be the order’s first
mission in the Western United States.
“We are so pleased and excited with
this expansion of mission,” Mother Agnes
Mary Donovan, S.V., superior general
of the order, told the Denver Catholic.
“While there is great vibrancy within
the Church of Denver, we believe that
we are prepared to offer the unique gift
of being a visible witness to the Church’s
proclamation of the dignity and mystery
of every human life. Please join us in

praying in advance for the fruitfulness of
this new apostolic expansion.”
The sisters will establish a home in the
Denver-area before beginning mission
work on college campuses. In August,
the sisters will work to evangelize young
adults and students attending area

You are cordially invited to attend

Vitae Foundation’s

An Evening with Michelle Malkin
Honoring Fr. Bill Carmody-A Champion for Life

Friday, april 24, 2015
dinner & program: 7:00 pm

The Franciscan Event Center

6553 S. Revere Parkway ♦ Centennial, Colorado

Michelle Malkin is a conservative blogger, political commentator, and author.
Her quick wit and no-holds-barred approach to journalism make her a popular
Fox News Channel contributor and guest on various national newscasts and
radio programs. Her weekly syndicated column appears in a number of
newspapers and websites. Having a keen awareness of the pro-life position, she
is respected as a speaker on protecting those values.
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universities including the University of
Colorado at Boulder, Colorado State University in Fort Collins, and the University
of Northern Colorado in Greeley.
“We desire to create a spiritual home
for the culture of life, and as a vital part
of this work to provide concrete options
of loving support for any college-aged
woman who finds herself pregnant and
in crisis,” Mother Donovan said.
The order’s announcement came at the
same time the Missionaries of St. Charles
Borromeo announced plans to arrive in
Broomfield in August to begin a mission.
(See March 28-April 3 Denver Catholic
“Denver to welcome Communion and
Liberation sisters.”)
“The arrival of two new religious orders
to the Archdiocese of Denver during the
Year for Consecrated Life is a great blessing for the faithful of northern Colorado,”
Archbishop Samuel Aquila said. “It is evident that God has a clear plan for these
two young orders of sisters here in the
archdiocese, and we are more than willing to assist them in any way.”
The archbishop dedicated the religious
communities to Mary.
“I give thanks in a special way to Our
Mother Mary for bringing these two
vibrant communities to the archdiocese,”
he said. “I place both communities in her
hands and commend them to her protection and guidance.”
The Sisters of Life will serve the most
vulnerable or those in need of spiritual
support and encourage a return to the
Lord’s mercy, Mother Donovan said.
The Sisters of Life, founded in 1991
by John Cardinal O’Connor, is a contemplative and apostolic religious
community of women with convents
and mission centers in New York, Connecticut, Maryland and Ontario, Canada.
The nuns—recognizable by their blue and
white habits—take traditional vows of

poverty, chastity and obedience and an
additional vow to protect and enhance
the sacredness of life.
In July 2014, two Denver women shared
their call to religious life and joined the
order. Kate Sweeney, previously program
director of ENDOW (Educating on the
Nature and Dignity of Women), and Teri
Tolpa, an Augustine Institute graduate,
began formation at the order’s convent
in New York City in September.
While the names of the sisters coming
to Denver have yet to be announced,
Mother Agnes said the nuns are excited
about expanding to the city where
St. John Paul II proclaimed the new
evangelization.
“Many of our sisters were actually present at World Youth Day 1993 in Denver
and heard Pope John Paul II speak those
words at the closing Mass at Cherry
Creek State Park, which still burn in their
hearts now as mature religious,” she said.
The pope spoke of the liberating message of the Gospel and the mission to
proclaim it to the ends of the earth—a
message that’s foundational to the order’s
charism to educate others on the unique
and unrepeatable gift of life.
While prayer is the sisters’ first mission, Mother Donovan said a calling to
serve in Denver became clear over the
last few months.
“As a community, we have been discerning and planning for a new foundation
for the past couple of years,” she said.
“Within the last few months, entrusting
our deliberations to the Holy Spirit and
in conversation with Archbishop Aquila,
the Church of Denver emerged as the site
of this foundation.”
Mother Donovan said she plans to visit
the sisters as they begin in Denver.
“We look forward to coming to know
more deeply the city and the Archdiocese
of Denver,” she said.
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Professor-nun’s lecture explores privilege,
purpose of consecrated life
BY ROXANNE KING

T

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

o live a life of perfect charity: that’s
the goal of all Christians and of religious in particular.
So said seminary professor Sister Esther
Mary Nickel, a Religious Sister of Mercy of
Alma, Mich., speaking to a group of 20-plus
religious and college mission students gathered for a talk and discussion on the Decree
on the Renewal of Religious Life March 25.
The Vatican II document, also known as
“Perfectae Caritatis” (Perfect Charity), and
another, “Lumen Gentium,” the Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, are marking
50 years during this Year of Consecrated
Life called for by Pope Francis. The special
year also coincides with the 50th anniversary of the Second Vatican Council.
In promulgating the Year of Consecrated Life, which started Nov. 30 and
runs through Feb. 2, 2016, the pope wants
the Church to revisit the two documents
so as to bring their implementation to fulfillment. Sister Nickel’s talk, hosted by the
Little Sisters of the Poor at Mullen Home
in northwest Denver, was the second in
a three-part series to build awareness of
what they say.
In the midst of the social and political revolution of the 1960s, the Catholic Church
was experiencing her own transformation
as she convened and began carrying out
changes called for by the Second Vatican
Council. The era played a significant role
not only in how the 1962-1965 council was
understood but also in how it was implemented, Sister Nickel said.
“A Church history professor (of mine)

Sister Esther Mary Nickel, a Religious Sister of Mercy of Alma, Mich., speaks
on the Decree on the Renewal of Religious Life March 25 at Mullen Home, a
special event for the Year of Consecrated Life. PHOTO BY ROXANNE KING/DENVER CATHOLIC

used to say, ‘It usually takes 50 years to
implement a council … but we’ve made a
few mistakes so it’s going to take us a little
longer,” she said, drawing laughter from
the crowd.
Misinterpretations by some in the
Church and media misrepresentations
contributed to the confusion that followed
Vatican II as parishes grappled with the
changes. She urged those in attendance to
read “Lumen Gentium” and “Perfectae Caritatis,” which are vital for understanding the
roles of religious and of laity in the Church.
“Lumen Gentium,” she noted, recovered
Christ’s universal call to holiness.
“That was very different,” Sister Nickel
said, adding that prior to Vatican II holiness was seen as the domain of clergy and
religious but the document affirms that,
“Everyone is called to holiness.”
Holiness, she said, is achieved in the
perfection—or fullness—of charity (love),
which every Christian is called to and
which consecrated men and women are
called to in a specific way.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Special Religious Education Mass to honor Mary, celebrate life
All faithful are invited to the annual
Archbishop’s Mass for Special Religious
Education this April when families will
gather to celebrate Mary, mother of the
Church.
Every year the Archdiocese of Denver
holds the packed Mass for hundreds of
families and those with special needs to
nurture their faith and honor life.
Father Roland Freeman, director of
the archdiocese’s Office of Special Religious Education and Pastoral Care, will
celebrate the Mass 2:30 p.m. April 19 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception downtown.
The Mass is part of the office’s ministry
to recognize the dignity and develop the
faith in persons with special needs.
“Realizing all persons are called to be
full members of the body of Christ, the

ministry facilitates the development of
the Catholic faith and its sacramental
life through education, nurture and presence,” Sister of Loretto Mary Catherine
Widger, co-founder of the program and
associate director since inception, told
the Denver Catholic.
Ministry participants will honor Mary,
whose image will be depicted by an 8-foot
figure placed near the altar, and present
their own art projects during the Mass.
Each of the eight parish-based special
religious education programs and other
area special needs groups will present an
art project in a procession.
After Mass, participants may gather
for a reception in the lower level of the
Cathedral Basilica.
For more information, contact the
office at 303-934-1999.

“(Religious) are striving toward a fuller
and more intense participation in the life
of God, in the charity of God,” she said.
The role of religious, Sister Nickel said, is
to be a sign and a reminder that Christians
are mere pilgrims on earth.
“Our consecration, our fully giving our
lives to the Lord,” she said, “gives witness
to the truth that we’re not here to stay,
we’re here to lead others to heaven.”
Religious have the privilege of being

called to a stable life in which they are bound
to practice the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience (some also take
a fourth vow) and live a life in common that
supports their efforts to do so.
“You’re more free than ever,” Sister
Nickel said, “because you know you’re
doing the Lord’s will.”
In keeping with God’s plan, over the
centuries “a wonderful variety of religious
communities has grown up,” she said quoting “Perfectae Caritatis.”
“That’s what we see in this room,” Sister
Nickel said, acknowledging the Little
Sisters of the Poor, Carmelite sisters,
Capuchin Franciscans and Servite friar in
attendance, “a wonderful variety … each
blooming with it’s own beauty.”
What religious ultimately desire, she
said, is to share the fulfillment expressed
by Christ as he hung on the cross on Good
Friday.
“We long for that moment when we will
see the Lord … and be able to say, ‘It is finished.’ And Our Lord can say to us, ‘Well
done good and faithful servant.
“That’s what’s at the heart of perfect
charity.”

Looking to be Mortgage
Free in 10 Years?
Rates as low as

3.75% APR

*

We have an affordable option with lower
closing fees than a conventional home loan.

Contact us today!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient locations.

Bringing Catholic
Values to Financial
Services
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Some restrictions may apply.
See website for more details.

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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‘That last kiss, that last warm touch,
that last breath’ mattered

K

BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123
julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

ara Tippetts, a 38-year-old Colorado Springs woman who
advocated against physician-assisted suicide, died March 22 after a long
battle with breast cancer.
“My pain is gone, my fears are calmed,
I’m in the sovereignly good hands of
Jesus” was part of a message shared on
her blog March 25 in a post titled “Letter
to my readers upon my death.”
Tippetts, wife of Westside Church
pastor Jason Tippetts, and the mother of
four young children, gained widespread
attention last October after reaching
out to Brittany Maynard, a 29-year-old
woman who publicly announced her
move to Oregon to take advantage of the
state’s law allowing physician-assisted
suicide. In an Oct. 8 letter, Tippetts
pleaded with Maynard, who died Nov. 1,
not to take her life and expressed sympathy and understanding in being asked to
“walk a road that feels simply impossible
to walk.”
“Brittany, your life matters, your story
matters, and your suffering matters,”
she wrote in the letter shared more than
a million times on social media. “I think
the telling of your story is important.”
“That last kiss, that last warm touch,

Kara Tippetts, here with her husband Jason, an advocate against assisted
suicide, died March 22 after battling breast cancer. PHOTO COURTESY OF JEN LINTS PHOTOGRAPHY

that last breath matters,” she continued, “but it was never intended for us to
decide when that last breath is breathed.”
Her blog, www.mundanefaithfulness.
com, originally a site where she posted
about motherhood, became a place where
she documented her journey through
chemotherapy and surgery, joy-filled
moments with her family throughout

her treatment, the experience of hospice
care, and how she saw God’s grace “even
in the hardest, messiest, ugliest places.”
“My little body has grown tired of
battle, and treatment is no longer helping,” she wrote Dec. 29. “But what I see,
what I know, what I have is Jesus. He has
still given me breath, and with it I pray I
would live well and fade well.

“By degrees doing both, living and dying,
as I have moments left to live. I get to draw
my people close, kiss them and tenderly
speak love over their lives … I get to laugh
and cry and wonder over heaven. I do not
feel like I have the courage for this journey,
but I have Jesus—and He will provide.”
Tippetts continued posting until 12 days
before her death, and expressed gratitude
in her letter published after her death.
“I cannot begin to use this simple language to express the heart of what I feel
for this community,” she wrote. “There
is so much love in this community I can
barely take it all in at times. I have been
prayed for, cried over, my story shared
over and over. You all can’t know the love
I have felt from each of you.”
She requested prayers for her family
that they know “the nearness and comfort of God.”
A fund benefitting the children has
been established and donations may be
sent to Jason Tippetts, P.O. Box 49727,
Colorado Springs, CO 80949.
BOOK
“The Hardest Peace: Expecting Grace
in the Midst of Life’s Hard” (David C.
Cook, 2014)
By Kara Tippetts
Available at bookstores and www.
amazon.com

Family donates coin collection to teen’s project
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123 | julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

K

elly Fry had a tradition with her
grandparents while growing up.
Whenever they came to visit, they
would bring her a mason jar of pennies.
She and her grandparents would sort
through them then dump them into a
large piggy bank.
For years, Kelly, now 34, and her
mother Kim, a parishioner at St. Joseph
in Golden, have wondered what they
should do with the collection estimated
at more than 10,000 pennies.
“Maybe closer to 20,000,” Kim said.
After reading about the philanthropy
efforts of Chandra Starr, an eighthgrader at St. Stephen School in Glenwood
Springs (“A Harvest of Hope,” Denver
Catholic Jan. 31-Feb. 6 ), they knew.
Starr and her mother, Kimberly Starr
Walker, experienced homelessness when
she was just 5 years old. In hope of helping
others experiencing similar hardships,

along with a team of classmates, she is
working to raise $10,000 for families in
need of temporary shelter on the Western
Slope, through her second Million Penny
Project, this one called Chandra’s Hope.
Starr gained national attention last year
during her inaugural campaign, the Million
Penny Project for Growing Food Forward,
collecting nearly $20,000 to support a nonprofit community gardening organization.
Kelly and Kim, inspired by Starr’s work,
jumpstarted the campaign March 9 by
donating their penny collection. Kim met
Starr and Walker in Morrison to unload
the unusually heavy contribution.
“Chandra is such an amazing young
lady,” Kim said, as she transferred buckets
and containers from her car to Walker’s.
“I really wanted to help out.”
For more information, visit their Facebook page or GoFundMe site at www.
gofundme.com/mjamog; or make a donation in one of the buckets placed at more
than 50 businesses in Glenwood Springs,
Carbondale or Rifle. The campaign will
run through June 15.

Chandra Starr, center, with her mother Kimberly Starr Walker, left, accepts
a donation of pennies from Kim Fry March 9 for a fundraiser to support the
homeless in Glenwood Springs. PHOTO BY JULIE FILBY/DENVER CATHOLIC
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The Lord is Risen

4414 Jason
Street Denver,
Colorado 80211
(303) 455-4339
1-800-538-0148
Fax
(303) 455-2180

Bringing Catholic Values
to Financial Services
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come By!

DR. ROBERT SPRINGS, M.D.
Family Practice
4120 Federal Blvd. • 303-455-4761

Stephanie Christopher, PA-C
Kelli Clair, PA-C

• Main Office
6320 Olde Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada

Dr. Ana Gardner, MD

• Holy Cross Branch
9373 Wigham, Thornton

Family Practice

• Immaculate Heart of Mary Branch
11385 Grant Drive, Northglenn

Mon. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. / Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Your source for quality
four color offset printing
and quality digital printing
1245 Elati St. • Denver, CO 80204

(303) 534-0171
www.eganprinting.com

(303) 322-0121

Please consider us for your printing needs

(303) 296-1600

The advertisers on this
page would like to wish
you and your families a
blessed Easter season.

Good Printing for over 124 Years

928 Jersey St., Denver

GOLDEN BELL PRESS

SPECIALIZING IN 40’’ 4-COLOR WORK

THE EGAN
PRINTING COMPANY

JERSEY STREET
LIQUORS

Happy Easter!

from the Printer and Publisher of the
Archdiocesan Liturgical Calendar

The cemetery and mortuary staffs wish you
a joyous Easter season, hoping its 50 days
lead you to Pentecost filled with blessing
from the Holy Spirit.

Owner:Alex Pappas
Great Selection of Wine & Beer
Est. 1970

EASTER BLESSINGS!
Helping Families
Make the Right
Move Throughout
The Metro Denver
Area.
PATSY BROWN
303 883 2495 or
patsy@patsyb.com

Joyous Easter greetings
with kind regards and
all good wishes from
all of us at...

Comfort by Design™

Archdiocese
of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
12801 W. 44th Ave. Wheat Ridge, CO
80033
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303)
424-7785
80033
(303) 425-9511

St. Simeon
Cemetery

22001 E. State
Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO
80018
(720) 859-9785

The Irish Realtor
www.TheIrishBroker.com

720-291-0805
Brendan@Realtor.com

OVER 60 STYLES OF FENCE DESIGNS!

69 Years • Family Owned
Call for a FREE personal presentation.

HVAC

Commercial & Residential

Refrigeration

Geothermal

Controls

Design/Build

Best Wishes for a Blessed Easter!

Brendan Moran

(303) 755-5211

www.GoMajorNow.com

/in/TheIrishBroker
/TheIrishBroker

Integrity Reliability Initiative Sincerity H onesty

Have a Blessed, Peaceful, and Holy Easter.

Full
Service
Wash!
$8.99
and up

276 Broadway
303.733.5349
• 10-12 Minutes For Complete
Wash
• Complete Auto
Detailing

Gift
Certificates
Available
www.carwash-waterworks.com
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Hispanic youth conference
draws capacity crowd

Lift up before lift oﬀ
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123 | julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

T

hose traveling the friendly skies on
Easter Sunday will have the opportunity to attend Mass at Denver
International Airport this year.
“This will be a first in many years,”
explained John Miller, director of the
Office of Liturgy for the archdiocese.
An annual Easter Mass at the airport
was reinstated at Miller’s request, as well
as a Christmas day Mass, which was celebrated for the first time in several years
last December.
“We want to avail the Mass to passengers and employees at DIA to be able to go
to Mass especially when they are traveling or have complicated work schedules

that prevent them from going to Mass at
their parish,” he said.
Easter Mass will be celebrated at 2 p.m.
April 5 in the airport’s Interfaith Chapel,
which is located on the southeast side of
Level 6 of Jeppesen Terminal. The celebrant will be Father Eustace Sequeira,
S.J., from Regis University.
Miller said the Office of Liturgy hopes
to have Mass once a month starting
this summer, as well as on holy days of
obligation, and to continue the annual
Christmas and Easter liturgies.
DIA, celebrating 20 years this year, is
the country’s fifth busiest airport and
the 15th busiest in the world, and hosts
some 53 million passengers each year.
The airport employs 35,000 people. The
Interfaith Chapel is open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

FREE PARENT
SAFETY CLASSES
Parents and guardians love their kids, and safety is a
constant concern. To help with the vital task of creating
a safe environment for our children, the Archdiocese
of Denver offers over 300 parent and guardian safety
classes per year, all of which are free.
Information about internet safety, school safety and more
can be found at archden.org/child-protection.
Our free classes highlight important facts about child
sexual abuse, help you identify situations where
sexual abuse might occur, and give you simple and
effective strategies for protecting children.
All training sessions are free and last only
two hours.

Office of Child and Youth Protection
Christi.Sullivan@ArchDen.org

Youth enjoy Encuentro Juvenil 2015 March 7 at Centro San Juan Diego. PHOTO BY
CARMEN VILLA/EL PUEBLO CATOLICO

BY DENVER CATHOLIC/
EL PUEBLO CATOLICO

S

ome 480 teenagers from all over
the Archdiocese of
Denver, including the
metro area and Western
Slope, gathered for a day of
fellowship and formation
at a bilingual youth conference March 7 at Centro
San Juan Diego.
The event “Encuentro
Juvenil 2015”—organized
by the Office of Hispanic
Ministry of the archdiocese—included speakers,
small group dialogue,
Mass, confession, adoration, testimonies from
young people and a
concert.
“My biggest takeaway

from the experience was
a deep sense of gratitude,”
explained Kalynn Webster, Hispanic youth and
young adult specialist, and
a primary organizer of the
event. “I could truly see
God at work in everything,
guiding us with his grace
and bringing forth many
miracles along the way.”
A keynote address was
delivered by Elias Moo,
principal of St. Rose of
Lima Academy and a
graduate of Notre Dame
University, speaking on
the theme “Rejection by
the culture.” In his talk,
Moo shared how some
young Hispanics feel
rejected by American
culture, and when experiencing those feelings,
he encouraged them to

consider it an opportunity
to ask the Lord about his
plan for them.
In addition, there were
talks on chastity from
Juan Carlos Reyes, director of family services for
Centro San Juan Diego, for
the boys; and from Lauren
Castillo, regional coordinator of Students for Life
in Colorado, for the girls.
“Mother Teresa used
to say ‘You can do what I
cannot do, I can do what
you cannot, and together
we can make something
beautiful for God,’” Webster said. “I believe this
Encuentro Juvenil was a
wonderful example of this
truth and gives us much
cause for hope in our
youth—the future of the
Church.”

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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Bulletin Board
for low-income families.
Includes silent auction.
Details: gina.wilson@
tcfalliance.org

APRIL

8 Book club with
seminarians

Gala
11 5Tiger
p.m., Westin

7:15 p.m.-8:30 p.m.,
Denver Union Station,
1701 Wynkoop St.,
Denver, free. Join seminarians for a study on
the Apostle’s Creed.
Details: nicholas.
larkin@archden.org or
970-201-3646

Janiczek and Company,
8400 E. Crescent Pkwy,
Greenwood Village, free.
Catholic business leadership group. Details:
720-508-4154 or paul@
attollousa.com

10 Hope Springs
Eternal gala

11 a.m., Marriott Denver
Tech Center, 4900 S.
Syracuse St., Denver,
$70 per person. Luncheon supports Seeds
of Hope’s scholarships

Buffalo Ball
11 5:30
p.m.-11 p.m.,

Marriott Denver Tech
Center, 4900 S. Syracuse St., Denver, $105.
Includes dinner and
live and silent auction to benefit Bishop
Machebeuf High School.
Details: laura.dulay@
tcfalliance.org or
720-476-7487

Mass
12 9Italian
a.m, Our Lady of

Mount Carmel Church,
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15 St. Teresa of Avila
celebration
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Join St. Joseph Polish Church and Our of
Guadalupe Church for a Divine Mercy Sunday
APR celebration. Starts at St. Joseph Polish, 517 E.
46th Ave., with 11:30 a.m. adoration, 1:30 p.m.
Aztec dancers, 2 p.m. Mass, and 3 p.m. chaplet and
veneration of St. Faustina and St. John Paul II
relics. Reception afterwards. Procession from Our
Lady of Guadalupe, 1209 W. 36th Ave., to St.
Joseph begins at 12:30 p.m. Details: 303-296-3217.

I

3549 Navajo St., Denver.
Mass in Italian and
English; reception held
afterwards. Details:
303-455-0447
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L A H C S A P B C

LILY
ALLELUIA
LINEN
EARTHQUAKE
MARY MAGDALENE
EMMAUS
NEW LIFE
GLORIFIED BODY
PASCHAL
GREETINGS

17 Retrouvaille
weekend retreat

Through April 19 at a
hotel near DIA, $200
deposit. Weekend retreat
for married couples
seeking help through
difficult times. Details:
303-317-5111 or www.help
ourmarriage.com

DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

R L U H M S Z Q E U E E B E
I

6 p.m.-8 p.m., Carmelite monastery, 6138 S.
Gallup St., Littleton,
free. Celebrate the
500th anniversary of
St. Teresa’s birthday.
Includes meditation,
vespers, Mass. Details:
303-850-7135

12

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

J

Hour
12 3Holy
p.m., Cathedral

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.

ACROSS

M J M A S D A V N E W L

O S

Divine Mercy
procession and feast

Westminster, 10600
Westminster Blvd., $100
per person. “Viva Holy
Family” gala to applaud
students, support
scholarships. Includes
silent auction, dinner
and dancing. Details:
303-410-1411 or www.
holyfamilyhs.com/gala

meeting
9 8Attollo
a.m.-4:30 p.m.,

G A P

Cabrini Blvd., Golden,
free. Reflections, adoration and chaplet. Details:
303-526-0758

FEATURED EVENT

PETER
RISEN
SPICES
STONE
SUNDAY

1	“…for whatever a man
_ _ _, that
he will also
reap.” (Gal
6:7)
5	African
country

12 Divine Mercy
Chaplet

2 p.m-3:30 p.m., Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189

1

2

3

15	Mythical
giant
16	A queen
from this
country
came to
hear Solomon speak
17	Soissons
seasons
18	Incline
19	Got one’s
feet wet
20	Airport
letters
21	He blamed
the Christians for
burning
Rome
22	Not bright
23	Beginning
to exist
25	“…thy will
be _ _ _…”
28	Israel ending
29	Absorbent

6

23

25

24

34

26

19

36	Church
instrument,
sometimes

44

13

10	Oratory

27
31

32

13	“…begotten
not _ _ _…”

43
46
48

49

55

54

50

51

56

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

58

39	Catholic
horror
actor
40	Perry’s
creator
41	Altar in the
sky
42	Catholic
French
painter,
Edgar _ _ _
43	Wept

36	Actor
Welles

44	Portuguese
navigator

46	“…but do
not notice
the _ _ _
that is in
your own
eye?” (Mt
7:3)
47	 Tres _ _ _

56	Collection
of miscellaneous data
57	The feast of
St. Catherine of Siena
is in this
month

48	The _ _ _ of
Faith

59	Departed

52	Land in
which Ruth
was born

61	Fishing net

55	“In the
sweat of
your _ _ _
you shall
eat bread”
(Gen 3:19)

60	Egg cell
62	City in central Texas
63	Patrick’s
place
64	Jagged
parts
65	Road to the
Colosseum
66	Busy bee

21	James was
mending
these when
Jesus
called him
(Mk 1:19)
24	Refer to
a biblical
passage
25	Flat circular
plates

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

38	David
played one

11	Stigma
borne by
Hester
Prynne
12	Son of Eve

40

57

57

12

37

45

53

11

30

42

6:30 p.m. Mass, Christ
the King Chapel at the
JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., 7:30 p.m. presentation in room 125,
“Contraception in Teens”
by Stephen Hickner,
M.D. RSVP to denver
cathmed@gmail.com

9	Vane reasing

39

41

19 Catholic Medical
Association

8	Immerse

36

38

Church, 9405 W. Florida
Ave., Lakewood, free.
Called by the Holy Spirit
Ministries sponsors
a night of praise and
worship music, Mass
and prayers for healing.
Details: 303-432-2694

16

29

35

Mass
19 Praise
5:30 p.m., St. Jude

35	Steep, rugged rock

10

22

28

10 a.m.-4:30 p.m., St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, free. Men 18
years and older invited
to learn about the priesthood. Register: www.
denverseminarians.org

7	Start of a
sphere?

9

21

20

52

8

18

17

33

7

15

33	Religious
offshoots

37	Irish bishop-saint
whose
feast day is
February 6

5

14

9	Go away
14	Colors

4

19 Men’s Discernment
Retreat

DOWN
1	Catholic
actor who
played
Peter
Maurin in
“Entertaining Angels”
2	“I’m _ _ _
here”
3	Bed problems
4	Sound
of bacon
frying
5	Hometown
of Simon
6	The Sacred
_ _ _ of
Jesus

26	Wind in a
pit

39	Brazil declared him
a national
treasure
40	“ Tantum
_ _ _”
42	CCL + CCCI
43	Long
cloak-like
vestment
45	Refluent
46	Reader at
Mass
48	Move
rhythmically
49	Dominic
who is
patron
saint of
choirboys

27	She takes
vows

50	Accustom

29	Catholic
Canadian Prime
Minister
Mulroney

52	Liturgy

30	Commander of the
army who
was made
king over
Israel (1
Kings 16:16)
31	River in
Africa
32	Musher’s
carrier
33	Shut with
force
34	Jaguarundi

51	More docile
53	“_ _ _ wide
the doors
to Christ”
54	Opera
highlight
55	Noteworthy
achievement
58	French
“these”

59	The war to
end all wars
(abbr.)
60	Multi-volume reference bk.

12

APRIL 4-10, 2015 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Shout Outs

Classifieds

Talk about evangelization

PRAYERS

A ‘fulfilled life’ serving Christ

THANK YOU
In gratitude to St. Jude, the Holy Trinity
and the Holy Family for prayers
answered. - P.S.

IN THANKSGIVING
In gratitude to St. Jude for a special prayer
answered. - A.V.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

The Office of Evangelization and
Family Life Ministries put on a
“Restoring a Culture of Conversion”
workshop March 19, solemnity of St.
Joseph. Some 85 parish directors of
religious education and youth ministry gathered at the St. John Paul II
Center for the New Evangelization to
talk about how to carry out the new
evangelization. Talk about location
being everything! “It’s always very
humbling to have so many parish leaders come together to work toward a
common goal,” said Scott Elmer (pictured above), parish support specialist
for the evangelization office. “We hope
that this workshop helped parishes
to begin shifting their ministry paradigms from ‘maintenance-driven’ to
‘mission-driven.’” We definitely plan
on asking Scott to break all of this down
for us in the Denver Catholic later this
spring. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

On March 19, the solemnity of St. Joseph, Adam Ureneck became the first
American to make his perpetual profession as a consecrated layman in the
Sodalitium Christianae Vitae, a society of apostolic life approved in 1997
by Pope John Paul II (now St. John Paul II). Archbishop Samuel Aquila
celebrated the Mass at Holy Name Parish which was attended by more than
350 friends and family, including members of the Sodalit family (that is, the
Christian Life Movement and the Marian Community of Reconciliation). In April, Adam will become the new superior of the Sodalit community
in Philadelphia, and he will say goodbye to Christ in the City here in Denver,
where he served as the spiritual guide to missionaries who evangelize Denver’s homeless population. After the Mass, Adam said that he had made “an
option for a fulfilled life.” He is pictured here with Christ in the City missionaries. PHOTO PROVIDED

3-2-1 Liftoff

St. Joseph—life-sized
Let’s see, what else happened March 19?
Ah yes, Our Lady of Loreto in Foxfield dedicated a life-sized statue of St.
Joseph and the child Jesus, accompanied by two children sitting at their feet.
The statue was donated by parishioner,
Jim Nussbaum, in gratitude to God for
the gift of his wife Helen Nussbaum,
who passed away two years ago. It was
designed by sculptor Herb Mignery, a
parishioner of St. John the Evangelist
in Longmont. The statue is situated in
a newly constructed grotto.
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Hey, Lou!

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

T
A
M
E
R

SUNDAY, APRIL 19

SUNDAY, APRIL 12

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, to be announced
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, to be announced

Martyr, great in virtue and rich in miracles,
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful
intercessor of all who invoke your special
patronage in time of need. To you I have
recourse from the depth of my heart &
humbly beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent
petition. In return I promise to make your
name known & cause you to be invoked.
Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys & 3 Glories
for 9 consecutive days. Thank you for
prayers answered. - R.R.P.

CEMETERY FOR SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12

THANKSGIVING NOVENA TO ST.
JUDE - O, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and

Two lots in a beautiful older area: Sect. 32,
Block 2, Lot 6, Graves 9 & 10. Asking $3,200
ea. incl. transfer fee; will consider offers.
Call 720-323-5014

The all-new KRCN 1060AM, “Catholic
Radio for Colorado’s Front Range,” completed its official kickoff event March 27.
Karna Swanson (pictured above), the
communications director for the Archdiocese of Denver, took to the airwaves

S
L
E
D

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

on the last day to help promote the new
Denver station, but she was one of the last
in a long line of 35 priests and apostolic
leaders who participated in the pledge
drive. At the end of the week, the radio
station totaled $378,375 in donations,
making for a successful campaign. Welcome to Denver, 1060AM! PHOTO PROVIDED

Oh Most Beautiful Flower of Mount Carmel,
Fruitful Vine, Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my
heart to succor me in this necessity (make
request). There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee
(repeat 3 times). Holy Mother, I place this
prayer in your hands (repeat 3 times). Say
this prayer 3 consecutive days and
publish it. - R.O.

If you to go Holy Rosary Church, you’ve
probably seen 88-year-old Lou Angerer.
Officially, he’s the church sacristan. Unofficially, he’s been the steady volunteer the
community has counted on for 33 years
to shovel snow, fix the furnace, clean
up, greet fellow church-goers, assist at
Mass and serve on parish councils. The
pastor Msgr. Jorge De los Santos and
parishioners were so moved they held a
reception for him at the church, where he
married and raised a family. Thank you,
Lou, for your inspiring dedication to your
community. PHOTO PROVIDED

deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...

Contact:

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org
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ATTORNEY
LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CARPET
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES! Lowest

price guar. We buy direct & carry all top
name brands at honest prices. Senior
,discount. Call now - David @ 720-425-3333.
Experienced-Knowledgeable-Trustworthy!

CONCRETE
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Driveways, patios, sidewalks, tree
trimming and removal. Senior discount.
Fast and friendly service. References.
Call today! 303-429-0380

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

HANDYMAN

ROOFING, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

SILVER CROSS

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned

CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

National company leader in the construction industry is looking for 3 candidates
for the positions of Payroll Manager,
Accountant and Contracts Administrator.
Contact Luis Ponzo at 720-625-2976.

Full-time for St. Joseph’s Parish, Golden.
Strong benefit pkg. Resp. for plant maintenance, event set-up, custodial work,
oversee contract svcs. Able to move furniture, lift 30 lbs, be avail. 24/7 for maint.
emergencies, team player w/initiative.
Email resume & letter w/salary reqmts. by
Apr. 17th to frmatt@stjoegold.org

service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

HOME HEALTH CARE

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS
$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

HOME HEALTH CARE & HOSPICE LPN
Experienced home healthcare and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment, Monday
through Friday in SW Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009

HOUSE CLEANING
ESTELLA’S CLEANING SERVICE
Ten years experience. Licensed and
bonded. Weekly and biweekly thorough
cleaning. References available. Free
estimate. Please call 303-514-9719

LILLY MAID
Experienced, honest and
reliable. Flexible hours and days. References available. Free estimates. Please call
720-296-1905

INSURANCE
ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY
New Roof? Great rates!
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
www.elkhornagency.com
Members - St Michael’s 30 years

PLUMBING
DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

RALPH & JOE’S AFFORDABLE
DRAIN CLEANING
Repair-Replace-Install Drains and Fixtures.
Senior Discount. 303-395-1753
Call us Today and Save $25!!

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS
18 yrs. in business. Professional installation
and repairs. Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. All work guaranteed.
Please call 303-523-5859.

Tile
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TREE SERVICE

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
AND CONCRETE SERVICES

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

Member BBB. Free estimates, discount for
military and seniors. 10% off with ad!!
Call 720-877-3733

SPRINKLERS

REMODELING

LANDSCAPING

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind
damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
720-209-4589

CALL FOR WINTER DISCOUNTS!
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing and
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898

MILE HIGH TREE CARE, INC.
See ad, this page

DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION
POSITION
St. Joseph’s Parish in Golden is searching
for a full-time Director of Evangelization,
to lead all conversion and faith formation
efforts for the adults in the parish. Minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree in Theology,
or some related field from a faithful college/university required; masters degree
preferred. Also 3-5 years of parish-based
ministry experience. To apply or to request
more information, please submit a resume
and cover letter to: Jim Beckman via email
at jim@impactcenter.com.

GROUNDS AND TRANSPORTATION
MANAGER - for Bishop Machebeuf H.S.
Visit www.machebeuf.org for job description and requirements. Closing date is
April 6 at noon.

LIVE-IN ASSISTANT TO HOUSE
DIRECTOR - Julia Greeley Home Inc
seeks a live-in assistant to help formerly
homeless women who are motivated to
develop independence while living in a
family-style setting. Will oversee daily
activities & help provide spiritual witness.
Call 720-460-0860.

MAINTENANCE POSITION
Full-time for Mother Cabrini Shrine. Exp.
in maintenance and construction. Good
driving record. Able to lift and use heavy
equip. Can work outside in all weather.
Flexible schedule. Self-motivated with
teamwork attitude. Good hospitality skills.
Bilingual Eng/Span a plus. Send resume to:
jefflewis@mothercabrinishrine.org

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, PRE-K - 8th
Good Shepherd School, Denver. Applicant
must be practicing Roman Catholic, have
a Master’s degree with at least 20 hrs. in
educational admin., and a minimum of
5 yrs. experience teaching in a Catholic
school. Administration experience
desired. For a full job description, visit
www. goodshepherddenver.org. Call Office
of Catholic Schools at 303-715-3200 for an
application packet.

SEASONAL ENGLISH TEACHERS
St. Mary Parish Disciples Spanish Exchange
Program is hiring seasonal English Teachers (native speakers, pls) to teach English
to high school age students from Spain/
Europe weekdays in July! Assist in development of curriculum and activities with
team, chaperone field trips, participate
in faith based areas of program, nurture
interaction between American & Spanish
students. Questions: call 608-239-3519.
Send resume & cover letter to
gfonseca2787@gmail.com or
mail to: Guadalupe Fonseca,
Disciples Spanish Exchange Program,
6853 S. Prince St., Littleton, CO 80120.

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

HELP WANTED
CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER (CFO)
The Diocese of Gallup is seeking qualified applicants for the position of
Chief Financial Officer (CFO). Reporting to the Bishop of the Diocese of
Gallup, the Chief Financial Officer is a senior-staff level appointment with
primary responsibility to manage the business and financial affairs of the
Diocese. The position is based at the Diocesan headquarters in Gallup,
New Mexico. This position requires an understanding of the organizational,
financial and operational structures of the Diocese. For more information
or to view the full job description, please visit
voiceofthesouthwest.org/job-openings

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

SMALL JOBS OR BIG JOBS

20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

Classifieds

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

Service Directory |

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

Doing business in Colorado for over
25 years. Plumbing, electric, flooring,
painting, etc. References. Free estimates!
Insured & bonded. Call Jay at 720-841-8585

Events & Announcements |

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

68 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

St. John Paul II and the ‘tyranny of the possible’

T

he reputations of the great often
diminish over time. Ten years
after his holy death on April 2,
2005, Karol Wojtyla, Pope St. John Paul
II, looms
even larger
GEORGE than he
WEIGEL did when
the world
figuratively
The Catholic Difference
gathered at
his bedside
George Weigel is a
distinguished senior fellow of
a decade
the Ethics and Public Policy
ago: tens
Center in Washington, D.C.
of millions
of men and women around the world
who felt impelled, and privileged, to
pray with him through what he called
his “Passover”—his liberation through
death into a new life of freedom in the
blazing glory of the Thrice-Holy God.
On this anniversary, as at his canonization last year, what seems most
memorable about the man, at least at
this historical moment, was that he
refused to accommodate to the “tyranny
of the possible:” the idea that some
things just can’t be put right; that we’re
stuck with the way things are, however
much we may dislike them.
There was a lot of demoralized resignation in the Church and the world
when Karol Wojtyla was elected Bishop
of Rome on Oct. 16, 1978. The world

from San Francisco to the Ural Mountains seemed permanently divided
into two hostile, ideologically opposed,
nuclear-armed camps, along a fault line
defined at the end of World War II. Thirteen years after the conclusion of the
Second Vatican Council, the Catholic
Church seemed permanently divided,
too—and perhaps condemned to the
fate of mainline liberal Protestantism,
which (to borrow from Richard John
Neuhaus) had become the oldline on its
way to becoming the sideline. Robust
and evangelically vibrant Catholic conviction, it seemed, had no more place in
the “real world” of late modernity than
did the dream of a Europe without the
Berlin Wall.
Yet John Paul II, who combined
mystical insight with remarkable
shrewdness, refused to bow passively to
the dictatorship of the inevitable. The
Lord had said to the prophet, “Come,
now, let us set things right” [Isaiah
1:18]: and that’s exactly what the 264th
Bishop of Rome proceeded to do.
He refused to believe that Vatican II,
the ecumenical council he had experienced as a powerful work of the Holy
Spirit, could only lead to permanent
incoherence and division in Catholicism; and by providing an authoritative
interpretation of the Council, John
Paul II’s pontificate energized the living

parts of the Church and made Vatican II
the launch platform for the new evangelization and the Church’s rediscovery of
itself as a missionary enterprise.
He refused to believe that the false
ideas of the human person and human
history embodied in communism
could divide Europe indefinitely; and
by igniting a revolution of conscience
behind the iron curtain, the man the
last president of the Soviet Union called
“the world’s greatest moral authority”
became an agent of liberation for his
Slavic brethren and the precursor of
new possibilities in international affairs.
These enormous accomplishments—and their roots in John
Paul’s profound faith—should
be remembered at this moment,
when too many are tempted
to despair about the state of the
world and not a few are wondering
about the condition of the Church.
As for the latter, those worried
about another Catholic slide into
incoherence should have faith in
the ecclesial experience of the
last three decades, which has
taught enduring lessons about
how Catholicism cannot merely
survive, but flourish, amidst
the cultural acids of post-modernity—if it holds fast
to a dynamic orthodoxy

lived with compassion and solidarity.
John Paul II unleashed tremendous
evangelical energies in the world
Church—energies that embody Pope
Francis’ call that Catholics be a “Church
in permanent mission.” Those who live
out that call will win the future.
As for the world, beheaded Christians, Syrian innocents slaughtered
by chemical weapons, and a Russian
invasion of Ukraine are stark reminders
that “world order,” if not maintained,
will disintegrate. Those frightened by
the seeming power of the wicked in the
world today can take heart from what
John Paul II said to young people in
Cracow in June 1979: “Be afraid
only of thoughtlessness and
pusillanimity.”
Be not afraid: his signature
phrase, lived to the end,
made him John Paul the
Great.
St. John Paul II, with
former President
Bill Clinton while in
Denver for World Youth
Day 1993, unleashed
“tremendous evangelical
energies in the world
Church,” according to
George Weigel. DENVER
CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

A Catholic and a Baptist walk into a church

E

arly in my parenting years, I went
through a deeply confusing time
in my Catholic faith journey. I
challenged many of the teachings of the
Church, I lost my desire to pray, and
I had no motivation to get involved in
Church ministries. It led to feelings of
detachment and indifference.
I started to seriously consider exploring other denominations, and I felt
hurried on the matter, as though it was
a problem I had to solve. After all, I had
a husband and three young children to
raise, and I needed to get this sorted out.
I see so clearly now that I was trying
to think my way through this struggle,
rather than pray my way through it. But
in God’s loving way, he stepped in and
sent me a lifeline.
Enter my friend, Jane Romberger.
Unaware of my situation, Jane and
I bumped into each other on an idle
summer day and she invited me to join a
women’s Bible study that she was leading at her church, Mission Hills, where
her husband, Mike, serves as pastor.
Because Mission Hills attracts believers from all Christian backgrounds,
I felt like this would be the optimal

laboratory for me to explore whether or
not I might really be a Protestant.
While I was excited by Jane’s timing,
I was also nervous to jump into an environment
so unfamiliar to me.
GINA
WARNER I shared
my challenges with
Jane, and
View from the Pew
voiced my
Gina Warner, wife and mother
concerns:
of three, considers herself an
everyday Catholic in the pew.
Would I be
pressured
to convert? Would I be judged because
I’m Catholic? Would women say things
offensive about the Catholic Church?
She encouraged me to just come and
see, and assured me that I would be welcomed like everyone else.
She was right.
At times I was asked questions about
my Catholic beliefs, but they were
always marked with love and genuine
curiosity. I was treated just like any
other Christian woman in the room.
And no one modeled this better than
our leader—my friend, Jane.

She saw my confusion and detachment, and she invited me in, she
welcomed me, and then she let the Holy
Spirit do the rest. She prayed for me, she
prayed with me, and she prayed over me.
About halfway through the Bible
study, God helped me to realize, in a
profound way, that I am and always will
be a Catholic. I started falling back in
love with my Catholic faith in the basement of Mission Hills Church.
When I shared with Jane how things
were shifting for me, she didn’t challenge me or try to dissuade me from
going back to the Catholic Church. Jane
witnessed to me all along that my faith
journey was between me and God, and
that her role was to serve as his instrument, whatever the outcome.
She and her husband took my husband,
Chad, and me out to dinner where we had
long open discussion about the things
that were leading me back to the Church,
like the Eucharist. I can’t think of a finer
way to model Christian unity than the
way that Jane and Mike Romberger did
for my husband and me that evening.
We talked openly about our differences—they did not shy away from

sharing their beliefs, and we did not shy
away from sharing ours—but our hearts
were bound together knowing that
we agree on so much more than those
things on which we disagree. It made for
a loving and God-centered conversation.
With Christianity so clearly under
attack in the world today, the need for
unity among believers is greater than
ever. These simple encounters among
neighbors of different denominations
are pleasing to God; they bolster our
ability to understand one another and
support each other in our walk with
Christ.
I recently learned that Jane and her
family will be moving to California. She
leaves behind a sister in Christ forever
grateful for the way that she shepherded
me through confusion, the way that
she welcomed me into her Bible study
without an agenda, and the way that she
shared with me her love for Jesus.
The first day of that Bible Study, it
felt to me like a Catholic and a Baptist
were walking into a Church. Jane taught
me that it’s really just about us being
sisters in Christ, walking alongside one
another, wherever we are.
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She mocked me for being pro-life,
then showed me her aborted baby

S

omething happened at the first
stop of the Midwest tour of the
Planned Parenthood Project, at
Lindenwood University in St. Charles,
Mo., that
brought me
REAGAN to tears and
NIELSEN reminded
me why I do
what I do.
Guest Column
After the
first time
Reagan Nielsen is Midwest
regional coordinator for
they see
Students for Life of America,
the diswww.studentsforlife.org.
play, which
exposes Planned Parenthood’s latest
annual report from the 2013-2014 fiscal
year, students are usually shocked to
learn Planned Parenthood commits 897
abortions every day—and that taxpayers are funding this organization that
thrives on aborting innocent babies.
At the Lindenwood campus, there was
a group of three young women who got
upset as they walked by. They decided
to go sit across from us and start yelling
and making fun of us. When a banner
would fall over from a gust a wind the
young woman would yell, “That’s what
you get for being anti-abortion!”
I started putting our teardrop display
away. As the wind kept knocking it over
and as I was zipping up its cover, one
girl yelled, “Hey, I wanna talk to you,
anti-abortion person!” Preparing myself
to get yelled at, I took a deep breath
and calmly walked over to her with a

friendly smile on my face asking if she
wanted more information.
When I got to her, she couldn’t put
her words together, stringing together
question after question at one time.
Frustrated at that point, she spit out,
“Ok, just tell me why you are here. Like
why do you hate abortion? Why are you
attacking Planned Parenthood?”
It seemed the answer would take a
while, so I took a seat on the ground
next to her.
I explained how I actually wasn’t
attacking Planned Parenthood; I was just
exposing their annual report, because
I don’t agree with how they treat their
clients. As she grew more upset and continued fumbling over her words, I knew
she had a personal experience with abortion. Usually in conversations like this,
the woman will talk about her abortion at
some point, so I just continued to calmly
answer her questions.
We had a conversation about where
women should go if they don’t want to
have a baby. She still wasn’t willing to
open up so I briefly talked about pregnancy help centers and how they would
do everything Planned Parenthood does,
minus abortion, for free. Then she said,
“Well I think women should be able to
kill it if they don’t want it.” So I said, “Oh
OK, so you think it’s human then and you
recognize abortion is killing something?”
She said, “No it’s just blood. Seriously,
I know. I had an abortion.”
There it was. She was one of the 897

women who had an abortion at Planned
Parenthood.
I told her how sorry I was that she
went through an abortion, and I asked
her how she was doing. She told me she
was fine, but I could see the hurt that
she was trying to brush off. Then she
grabbed her phone and said, “See, it’s
just blood!”
My stomach turned as she shoved her
phone up to my face and I saw what was
on the screen: her aborted baby. I can’t
even put into words what I felt at that
moment. I have been around multiple
women who have suffered from abortion, but I have never had a woman take
a picture of the aborted child and insist
on showing me.
Turning to another photo, she said,
“Actually, you can see a leg and a foot in
this one.” And you could.
It was the saddest thing I have ever
seen.
I’ve stood in front of graphic images of
aborted babies and it is extremely saddening, but seeing someone hold up a
picture of their aborted child was a different kind of sad. I knew who that child
was—15 weeks old—and that (s)he didn’t
even get a chance at life.
Tears just starting running down my
face as she (in her words) “proudly”
showed the picture to her two friends.
But as she turned to me, her eyes welled
up, too. My heart just ached for this
woman as she tried to hide the hurt she
had experienced two years earlier with

her own abortion.
She had taken pictures of her baby
and saved them on her phone. Clearly
she knew she had ended the life of her
child. As the tears continued to roll
down my face I said, “I’m so sorry … you
deserve better than this.”
She continued to hide her emotion
but couldn’t, as her eyes filled up with
tears.
I asked her if I could give her my card
and she could call me or text me another
time. I also gave her the card for a local
pregnancy center, so she could get help
if and when she was ready. We talked
for a few more minutes, and she told me
how the father of the baby didn’t want
her to get an abortion, but she did it
anyway. Her parents couldn’t know, and
she needed to finish school. She even
recognized the fact her baby was too far
along to have taken the RU-486 pill.
She said, “They screwed up. Fifteen
weeks is too late to have taken the abortion pill. You could see the leg.”
She knew it wasn’t just blood. It was
her baby.
I feel confident that she will also go
seek post-abortion healing from the
pregnancy help center. I also trust that
God will take care of her. I will pray for
her every day as I know she is grieving.
This is why I do what I do.
Abortion hurts women, and I will
not rest until I know not another single
woman will be devastated by the trauma
of abortion.

LETTERS

Earning the title of
parent
Thank you for the article
on St. Joseph (“Be like St.
Joseph, the strong silent
type,” March 14-20 Denver
Catholic). He is everything you wrote about and
more. In one of our rosary
groups we claim him as
St. Joseph “head of the
holy household,” but for
me, the most important
patronage of St Joseph’s
is the one of stepfather.
Though I dislike the term
because I am of the belief
that a true “father” is
made and developed and
earns the title rather than
being just a biological
partner. I am proud of all
my children that I have

had the privilege to help
raise and develop into
giving and loving parents
themselves. I pray for St.
Joseph’s intersession for
every man who is a single
parent and a stepparent
and ask for his guidance
and thank him for his fine
example he has set for
all of us. Both men and
women who follow the
example of St. Joseph on
how to be the best stepparent they can be are given a
very special gift.
BUZ DABKOWSKI
Erie

Help homeless
women
These days we have
about 80 extra homeless

women with us every day.
So we do have some special needs. We need eye
masks for the women who
are bothered by the lights
that we have to keep on
in various parts of their
sleeping quarters—plus
80 pairs of pajamas, all
sizes; and ear plugs and
cough drops. We could use
many RTD bus coupons,
gift certificates for fast
food places, plus whatever you can send. Many
thanks. You are in our
prayers. Please pray for us
and our work. God bless.
FATHER MICHAEL
SUCHNICKI, O.F.M. CAP.
Samaritan House, Holy Rosary
Shelter for women
EDITOR’S NOTE: Samaritan
House is located at 2301
Lawrence St. in downtown
Denver, phone 303-294-0241.

Not a popularity
contest

How could born
alive act fail?

Old friend on new
paper

I found the pope’s
“popularity” in your
news disturbing (“Pope’s
popularity grows,” March
14-20 Denver Catholic).
I am sure that the popes
don’t accommodate to
popular moral attitude. It
sounded like the secular
politicians who would go
with the wind of the day.
Jesus was unpopular. To
become a pope is not a
beauty contest. In our
time, we look for character with backbone and
courage.

On March 3, the 13
members of the House
Public Healthcare and
Human Services Committee voted 7-6 against
House Bill 1112. This bill
was meant to protect
babies born alive following a botched abortion. It
was defeated along party
lines. How anyone could
vote against this bill and
convince themselves that
they were not complicit
in murder defies reason.

I am impressed with the
new and improved publication Denver Catholic!
Once a 1995-2005 Denver
Catholic Register freelancer, I am ever grateful
to your historic predecessor’s editors, Peter Droege
and Roxanne King, who
provided me with countless opportunities to be of
service. Now in 2015, I look
forward weekly to receiving this fresh newspaper
with a contemporary lively
“feel” which is both practical and enjoyable. Thank
you! May you successfully
continue in this endeavor
for years to come.

AMERICUS & ASUNCION
KALMAR
Westminster

BOB DALTON
Parker

MARY E. MANLEY
Littleton
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

