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CrISIS
What causes the chaos in the
Middle East? What is ISIS?
What are its intentions?

Syrian Kurds battle ISIS to retain control of Koba. GOKHAN SAHIN/GETTY IMAGES
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ews of ransacked cities, public
executions, stolen artifacts and
propagandist videos from the

Middle East may result in a swarm of
questions in the minds of Americans.
Analysts say the source of much of the
unrest is not a string of unrelated events
or random violence. The actions of the
terrorist group called the Islamic State
are calculated movements toward what
members believe to be their part in the

end of times.
Graeme Wood, lecturer on political
science at Yale University, wrote an analysis in The Atlantic this month about the
motivations of ISIS. He said the Islamic
State, also known as the Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS), follows a distinctive
variety of Islam whose beliefs about the

path to the Day of Judgment matter to
its strategy, and can help the West know
its enemy and predict its behavior. “Our
ignorance of the Islamic State is in some
ways understandable: It is a hermit kingdom; few have gone there and returned,”
he wrote. “But … we can gather
that their state rejects peace

March 25 is the
Feast of the Annunciation
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The parish checkup and being faithful servants

O

nce a year we are supposed to
see the doctor for a physical. He
does some tests, draws some
blood, and offers some advice on staying
or becoming healthy. It’s a routine that
most of us are familiar with and recognize as a good practice, even if we don’t
enjoy it or do it every year.
This past December I launched a
similar process for the Archdiocese of
Denver to determine its vitality and
to learn where it has grown, where it
has become smaller, and what we can
do to improve the reach of the Gospel
in our local communities. When I was
bishop of Fargo, I conducted this type
of assessment every five years in all of
the parishes, and I saw the benefits that
came from having a better awareness of
the Church’s strength and needs.
This is not just a good management
exercise; it’s also a practice that Jesus
praised in the Parable of the Talents and
John’s Gospel.
The resourceful servant said, “‘Master,
you delivered to me five talents; here I
have made five talents more.’ His master
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a
little, I will set you over much; enter into
the joy of your master’” (Mt. 25:20-21).
Jesus desires that every disciple enter
into the “joy of the Master.”
In John 15, Jesus describes himself
as the true vine and the Father as the
vine grower. Then he says, “By this is
my Father glorified, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples. … I have
told you this so that my joy may be in
you and your joy may be complete.”
Each of you knows your local parish.
The assessment process is designed to
gather grassroots input that will then
assist the deaneries in providing feedback and offering recommendations for
the future. Your pastors and I need your

honest and creative participation in the
surveys that you have received. In order
to make sure that everyone is able to
participate, the surveys are also available to parishes in Spanish, Vietnamese,
and Korean.
I want to hear about your experience
of the faith—your encounter with Jesus,
the pastoral care you have received,
your desires for the future, what can be
improved, and areas of strength in your
local parish community.
The Archdiocese of Denver is vast,
covering a little over 41,000 square
miles. It is also diverse, with large and
small parishes, urban and rural. The I-25
Corridor from Denver to Fort Collins

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
March 21: Vigil Praise, Christ the King Chapel,
St. JPII Center (7 p.m.)
March 26: All-school Mass, Holy Family High
School, Broomfield (10:15 a.m.)
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and east of there has experienced tremendous growth and change in recent
years. In fact, the state’s Local Affairs
Office estimates that Colorado’s population will grow by 88,500 people in 2015.
Since the situation is diverse, and
keeping in mind the principle of subsidiarity, I have asked each pastor to adapt
the assessment tools to the parish’s
circumstances. This means that friends
in other parishes might have a slightly
different experience than you do.
Throughout this process of planning and evaluation it is important to
remember our ultimate goal: to bring
others to know, love, and serve Jesus
Christ and his Church. And because

we live in a time when so many are
confused, Pope Francis has urged
us to approach those who are lost or
discouraged with mercy. He has even
announced that he will declare a Jubilee
Year of Mercy in 2016.
The talents and resources the Lord
has given us must be placed at the service of the Church’s mission of mercy.
And in order to do that, I need your
help and full participation in the parish
assessment process.
May God bless you for your generosity and your willingness to proclaim the
Gospel. I pray that you will experience
and enter into the joy of the Master and
then share that joy with others.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
In the 34th Psalm, verse 15, we read, “Turn from evil and do good; seek peace
and pursue it.” Lord, today our state, our country, and our world seem to continually be threatened by violence and division. It seems at times that more
people are turning toward evil than toward the good. In many of our communities people are experiencing a moral crisis, families are breaking apart, and
traditional systems of support are disappearing, leaving people adrift, and
often without hope. In such times, Father, you call us to return to you. You call
us to remember the essential truths that you have woven into our very beings:
that we have dignity because we are made in your image and likeness, that
true freedom is found in being freed from sin, and that our happiness depends
on living according to your plan for us. Father, help us return to you and trust
in you. Lord, help us become people of hope. Lord, help us trust in your goodness. And in doing so, help us overcome any spirit of division, so that we can
work to promote the God-given dignity of every Coloradan.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA,
opening prayer for House of Representatives March 6
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Please join us for

Need a Mercy Year?

D

BY KARNA SWANSON
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www.twitter.com/KarnaSwanson

uring a penance service March 13
in St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis called for an extraordinary
jubilee “that is to have the mercy of God
at its center.”
The mercy jubilee—which will run
from Dec. 8, 2015 through Nov. 20, 2016—
is to be lived in light of Christ’s directive,
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36).
For those unfamiliar with the passage
in Luke’s Gospel, it comes right after
“love your enemies” and right before
“stop judging and you will not be judged.”
Pope Francis explained that the Holy
Year of Mercy will be the catalyst for
“spiritual conversion” so that the Church
can journey together toward making clear
“its mission of being a witness to mercy.”
“No one can be excluded from the
mercy of God” the pontiff said. “Its doors
remain wide open, so that those who are
touched by grace can find the certainty
of forgiveness.
“The greater the sin, so much the
greater must be the love that the Church
expresses toward those who convert.”
The announcement came on the
second anniversary of his election to the
pontificate, and during the “24 Hours
for the Lord” confession and Eucharistic
adoration event taking place in participating parishes around the world.
“[God] really is ‘rich in mercy,’” Pope
Francis assured those present, noting
that he “extends his mercy with abundance over those who turn to him with a
sincere heart.”
To drive the point home, the Holy
Father offered a reflection on Luke’s
account of the sinful woman (7:36-50),
in which he underlined two words: “love
and judgment.”
The love comes from the sinful woman,
“who humbles herself before the Lord,”
the pope stated. “But first there is the
merciful love of Jesus for her, which
pushes her to approach.”
“Love and forgiveness are simultaneous,” he added. “God forgives her much,
everything, because ‘she loved much.’”
“This woman has really met the Lord,”
the Holy Father reflected. “In silence,
she opened her heart to him; in pain, she
showed repentance for her sins; with her
tears, she appealed to the goodness of
God for forgiveness.
“For her, there will be no judgment
except that which comes from God, and
this is the judgment of mercy. The protagonist of this meeting is certainly the
love that goes beyond justice.”
On the other side of the spectrum there
is Simon the Pharisee, who “cannot find
the path of love.”

Dinner & Dancing

Saturday, April 25, 2015 - 6:00 p.m.
PPA Event Center, 2105 Decatur St., Denver
Proceeds to benefit the building fund for the
Monastery of the Capuchin Poor Clare Sisters

Silent Auction and a Reverse Raffle for fabulous prizes including
the GRAND PRIZE – one week at Casa Amigos de Corazon
in Playa del Carmen, Mexico for up to 8 people
PLUS $1,000 in airfare!!

Only 200 tickets will be sold; tickets are $150 each. Each ticket
admits two to the event. Call 720-227-1177 for complete details.
“St. Peter Penitent” by Guido Reni,
1600. COURTESTY OF WIKIART.ORG

“He stands firm upon the threshold of
formality,” explained the pontiff. “He is
not capable of taking the next step to go
meet Jesus, who brings him salvation.
Simon limited himself to inviting Jesus
to dinner, but did not really welcome him.
“In his thoughts, he invokes only
justice, and in so doing, he errs. His judgment on the woman distances him from
the truth and does not allow him even to
understand who his guest is. He stopped
at the surface; he was not able to look to
the heart.”
“The call of Jesus pushes each of us
never to stop at the surface of things, especially when we are dealing with a person,”
Pope Francis said. He encouraged the
faithful to “focus on the heart,” and on
the person’s capacity of “generosity.”
EVANGELIST OF MERCY

The Pontifical Council for the New
Evangelization has been charged with
organizing the Jubilee of Mercy, which
will begin with the opening of St. Peter’s
Holy Door on Dec. 8, the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception.
In a note accompanying the announcement, the council revealed that the day is
also the 50th anniversary of the closing of
the Second Vatican Council in 1965.
It will conclude Nov. 20, 2016, with
the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe, whom Pope Francis called the “living face of the Father’s
mercy.”
During the Jubilee, the Sunday readings for Ordinary Time will be taken from
the Gospel of Luke, the one referred to as
“the evangelist of mercy.”
The official and solemn announcement
of the Holy Year will take place on Divine
Mercy Sunday, which falls every year on
the Sunday after Easter.

Visit www.ourladyoflightmonastery.com for information on making tax
deductible donations or to purchase Clarisa’s cookies, or call 303-458-6339.

Help us build a house for Our Lady of Light!!

7th GRADE LOCK-IN
Check-in begins at 7:00pm on Saturday, April 25, 2015.
The retreat ends at 7:00am on Sunday, April 26, 2015.

Registration deadline: April 1, 2015
Register online at www.machebeuf.org/admissions.
Space is limited to the first 100 registered students.
$25 participation fee due at check-in.
Open to all public and private school students.
458 Uinta Way ∙ Denver, CO 80230 ∙ (303) 344-0082 ext. 117
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Building bridges with the
most unlikely converts
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

N

ews of chaos, conquests and
brutal murders stemming from
long-standing disputes in the
Middle East fills the television screens
and computers of Americans.
With more recent reports on the expansion of ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria) and its mission to conquer and convert the world, Christians may not even
consider preaching the Gospel to Muslims.
But one local seminary professor sees
the Muslim community as needing the
love of Christ like any other person.
André Villeneuve, assistant professor
of theology at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, said he began to visit local
mosques in an effort to build bridges
with local Muslims and lead them to an
encounter with Christ.
“We hear about Islam in the news all the
time and most of it is not good,” said Villeneuve, who lived and studied in the Middle
East. “At the same time it’s one of the fastest growing religions in America and the
world despite the many horror stories we
hear, especially most recently with ISIS.”
A Pew Research Center study found an
estimated 1.6 billion Muslims live in the
world, making it the second-largest religion after Christianity. Although Islam
is associated with Middle Eastern countries, more than 62 percent of Muslims
live in the Asia-Pacific region and more
live in India and Pakistan than the entire
Middle East.

«1|

as a matter of principle; that it
hungers for genocide; that its
religious views make it constitutionally
incapable of certain types of change, even
if that change might ensure its survival;
and that it considers itself a harbinger
of—and headline player in—the imminent end of the world.”
Father Andre-Sebastian Mahanna,
pastor of St. Rafka Maronite Church in
Lakewood, said Christians need to do their
part to condemn and stand up against
ISIS’ destructive path. As director of the
Office of Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations of the Maronite Eparchy of Our Lady
of Lebanon in the United States, Father
Mahanna has worked to achieve unity and
peace between Christians and Muslims.
But he said fear is preventing Christians from actively fighting the terrorist
group since its founding in 2006. Since

Local seminary professor André Villeneuve has reached out to Muslims in
Denver. PRIMA - FOTOLIA

Colorado also has a Muslim population. The largest mosque in Denver, the
Colorado Islam Society, and the Denver
Islamic Society host daily prayer and
activities for followers of Islam.
In realizing their influence, Villeneuve
said he discovered a personal calling to
reach out to them.
“Our entire mission is to encounter the
father and to lead everyone we can to the
salvation that’s offered in Christ,” Villeneuve said. “You want everyone to have
this living encounter with the living son
of God. I think we all need to wake up to
the call to mission.”
Over the last two months, Villeneuve

said he’s observed evening prayer and
engaged in theological discussions at
the Denver Islamic Society. He’s also
attended an Islam 101 class at the Colorado Muslim Society’s mosque.
During a class held March 14, an Islam
teacher talked about ways to pray and
worship Allah, meaning God in Arabic.
“Allah (God) is distant for them,” Villeneuve said. “He’s not a father. He’s
merciful. He grants benefits and blessings
but there’s no real personal relationship
with God.”
The teacher explained to Villeneuve
and the class that the purpose of worship
is to have a relationship with Allah, and

that time, ISIS ransacked Iraqi cities
including Mosul, forcing millions of
Christians and Muslims to flee from their
homes and travel to surrounding areas.
ISIS’ power grew as it took control of
Syrian cities and oil fields. An estimated
$2 billion was garnered from oil, smuggling, extortion and stolen artifacts to
fund its operation, according to the Bipartisan Policy Center, a nonprofit think tank
that promotes bipartisan policy.
The United States ordered targeted
airstrikes to stem violence as the crisis
escalated in 2014. News of beheadings
and brutal massacres spread over the
internet with the help of social media.
ISIS has used modern technology to
issue threats and show the decapitation
of aid workers and journalists, including
James Foley and Steven Sotloff. Pentagon
officials estimate ISIS has about 20,000

to 30,000 fighters, some of whom travel
from outside countries to join. Many
more victims have been claimed including Egyptian Christians and hundreds of
Assyrians captured this year, the Bipartisan Policy Center reported.
ISIS differs from other extremist
Islamic movements in that it believes
it’s a central character in the countdown
to the apocalypse. With the capture of
Dabiq, Syria, ISIS awaits the arrival of
an enemy army referred to as “Rome.”
Prophets foretell of a battle in Dabiq
between an Islamic army and infidel
army—perhaps an American one—where
Islam is predicted to prevail and the
world will end, Wood explained.
“Now that it has taken Dabiq, the
Islamic State awaits the arrival of an
enemy army there, whose defeat will initiate the countdown to the apocalypse.

must be according to what he wants. Even
sleeping could be an act of worship, the
teacher said.
The class included discussion on eating
with the right hand and not shaking
hands with the opposite sex.
Villeneuve questioned the teacher who
discussed how Islam allows men to have
up to four wives, just as their prophet
Muhammad did, if they can treat each
spouse equally and with “perfect justice.”
“Is that possible?” Villeneuve said, and
pointed out how Christianity brought
about monogamy.
The teacher shot back that the Bible
does not say that man must have one wife.
It’s open to interpretation, he argued.
“They’re very friendly for the most
part,” Villeneuve said before the class.
“You see that they’re human beings and
you’d think and you’d hope they’re trying
to do God’s will as they understand it.”
While conversion from Islam to Christianity is considered “apostasy” and is
taboo among Muslim communities, Villeneuve said it’s a Christian’s responsibility
to spread the word of God to everyone.
“I think Christians in general and
Catholics in general need to be better
equipped and better informed about
the challenge of Islam,” Villeneuve said.
“They are aggressive in evangelizing and
we need to be prepared for that and to
give a response.”
ONLINE
Support Christians in the Holy Land
www.myfranciscan.org/good-Friday

Western media frequently miss references to Dabiq in the Islamic State’s
videos, and focus instead on lurid scenes
of beheading,” he wrote.
ISIS poses a threat to Middle Easterners and to the world for its mission to
defeat Westerners, even if it means its
own demise.
“It is ready to cheer its own near-obliteration, and to remain confident, even
when surrounded, that it will receive
divine succor if it stays true to the prophetic model,” Wood wrote. “Ideological
tools may convince some potential converts that the group’s message is false,
and military tools can limit its horrors.
But for an organization as impervious to
persuasion as the Islamic State, few measures short of these will matter, and the
war may be a long one, even if it doesn’t
last until the end of time.”

5

DENVER CATHOLIC | MARCH 21-27, 2015

Cover Story

Understanding

ISIS
Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi,
the selfproclaimed
caliph of
ISIS, relies on
a leadership
council,
cabinet and
local leaders to
order executions, oversee
ISIS policy and handle
operations.

Estimated

No going home
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

O
The terrorist
group has forced

3.8 million
to flee from their
homes and an
estimated

24,000

Iraqi civilians have
been injured or
killed by ISIS in
2014. ISIS spreads
videos and images
of beheadings and
mass executions
online.

20,000 30,000
to

ISIS FIGHTERS

Since 2006, ISIS has
overtaken swaths of
Iraq and has crossed
the Syrian border to
ransack cities, take
captives and gain
resources.

ISIS overtakes the Syrian city Dabiq, the site of the
final battle when Islam will triumph, according to
Muslim apocalypse mythology. The organization
publishes a magazine called “Dabiq” to recruit
fighters from across the world.

ne local Catholic journalist’s
eye-opening trip to see the Syrian
refugee crisis was more than a
thrilling opportunity to report from the
trenches.
Reporter Kevin Jones of the Catholic
News Agency said it was also a chance to
raise awareness of a devout people torn
by the brutality of ISIS (Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria) militants and civil war.
“It’s definitely an amazing experience,”
said 35-year-old Jones. “I feel more obligated now to some of the people I have
met to do a little more to help out the refugee situation, to raise awareness about
the people and to tell their stories.”
He told Catholic Relief Services its
Egan Journalism Fellowship “expanded
my horizons beyond description” by
giving him a firsthand experience of
reporting in a foreign country.
In October 2014, he joined three other
Egan fellows for the one-week trip to
Lebanon and Jordan to interview and
take photos and video of the refugees.
CRS guided the journalists through
areas of the country where it aided refugees from Syria and Iraq with housing,
education, counseling and other needs.
With freelance writer Claire Schaeffer-Duffy, editor Barb Fraze of the
Catholic News Service, and reporter
Peter Jesserer Smith of the National
Catholic Register, Jones interviewed
refugees, Church officials, and local community organizations.
“The idea is that Catholic Relief Services takes people from the Catholic
press over to a certain location where
CRS is working,” Jones said. “It’s a mutually-beneficial arrangement—journalists
get the experience of reporting in a foreign country and Catholic Relief Services
gets their stories out into the Catholic
press.”

SOURCE: BIPARTISAN POLICY CENTER AND THE NEW YORK TIMES
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Particularly poignant were his interviews with Muslim families who fled
Syria and Iraqi Christians who fled ISIS
for fear of religious persecution.
One man he met named “Mareo” stayed
in an Armenian Catholic Church in Iraq
with about 50 other Iraqi refugees. He
shared with a translator how his father
died in an explosion.
“Mareo went on to explain to me that
his father had been a guard at their home
parish church in Baghdad which was a
cathedral that suffered many multiple
bombing attacks,” Jones said. “His father
died in that attack. I asked him if he considers his father a martyr who died for his
faith. And he said, ‘Yes.’”
He interviewed other families who
lived through bombings, injuries and displacement. The Middle Eastern crisis has
impacted devastating numbers of people
with an estimated 1.9 million refugees
displaced by ISIS last year, and some 10
million Syrians displaced since the outbreak of civil war in 2011.
“Meeting with the Iraqi Christians who
fled ISIS rather than renounce faith was a
very important part,” Jones shared about
the trip. “The Iraqi Christians have suffered so much.”
Jones said witnessing the consequences of war and atrocities and the
people’s steadfast faith made him reflect
on his own faith.
“Religion is a very deep part of (their)
identity—it will certainly affect you,” he
said. “You look at yourself and wonder,
‘If an ISIS-like group came through, what
would I be doing? Would I be fighting?
Would I be running? Would I break under
pressure?’”
He wrote more than a dozen stories
about his trip and the people he met, and
posted the stories with photos and videos
on the online social news site Flipboard.
He titled the series “No Going Home?
The Refugee Crisis in the Middle East,”
which is available for viewing online at
http://bit.ly/NoGoingHome
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Seminarians return from
month-long mission trips
BY ZACHARY BOAZMAN

E

very January, about 25 men who
have entered seminary at St. John
Vianney are sent out “two-by-two”
for a month to be immersed in the lives
and service to the poor.
The last of these men returned
to Denver Feb. 5 from their various
immersion destinations with a desire to
continue to serve the poor.
Father Jim Thermos, director of the
seminarians’ first year called spirituality
year (SY), said, “The seminarians return
from Christmas break ready to put their
deepened life-in-Christ into action. They
are sent out two-by-two to serve the poor
in various missions for 30 days. This outpouring of self, and learning to trust in
the loving providence of the Father, is
critical. Without it, the seminarian would
become turned-in on himself and his life
for the remainder of the spirituality year
would become quite tedious.”
Two of the SY men shared their experiences after visiting confidential locations
to serve the needy. Samuel Mota-Martinez and Tyler Frohlich are both
seminarians studying for the Diocese of
Helena, Mont.
Q: How did you feel before going
on immersion? Were you worried or
scared?

Sam Mota-Martinez celebrates a liturgy at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary. He was one of many first-year
seminarians who were sent on a month-long mission trip. PHOTO BY ZACHARY BOAZMAN

Frohlich: I wasn’t focused on immersion, because we’re told all year to be
present where we’re at, the Lord gave me
the grace to be where I was, even in the
three days prior to leaving.
Mota-Martinez: In my situation, I
felt really open, ready to go. I had a good

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays
British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece / Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

Who would care for you?
If you needed long term care who would be your
caregiver? Your Spouse? Your Children?
Long Term Care Insurance not only provides expanded care options, it
provides loved ones the ability to maintain their quality of life.

Protecting Your
Future...Today

Jim Chevarria
Chevarria Insurance Group
2014 Best Businesses of Lakewood Award
www.chevarriainsurancegroup.com

Call (303) 955-6837 for a no-risk consultation.

Christmas break: it was long enough for
me to get refreshed, and I was ready to get
to seminary to see what immersion was
going to be about.
Q: Relate one really moving or
touching experience you had.
Frohlich: I had a man come up to me
in the middle of the day and said “I need
to talk to you.” This is right about at the
midway point when we had established
relationships with the people, and we
went to a room, and he broke down into
tears in front of me and told me that, first
of all, he was contemplating suicide, and
he also told me,“I haven’t been living my
life well or properly. I had an experience
today of the Lord and I really want to
change.” It was amazing just to be able
to be an instrument of God in a very
small way, a very humble way, knowing
your unworthiness to do that, but that
he chose you, and that it quite possibly
saved or changed someone’s life.
Mota-Martinez: So this past month I
got to take care of the elderly. I brought
this back to prayer, and I realized that I
did have a poverty in that I didn’t get to
know my own grandparents, but during
this month, the Lord gave me, like, 40
grandparents, who were loving me, and I
got to love back. With that there are just
a bunch of little situations, whether it
was feeding them or walking them from
the chapel to the meal room, or simply
in being with them, because some of
them have varied mental or physical

limitations, and some of them were of
Navajo culture and heritage, some of
them didn’t even speak English at all.

Q: What’s your biggest take away
from immersion? How has it changed
you, deepened your vocation, or
strengthened your relationship with
Christ?
Frohlich: I know that liberal society
and Christianity says “don’t judge, don’t
judge,” and they mean different things in
different ways, but I was able to see the
depth of the lack of our ability to judge.
We have no right or place to judge anyone
in any place or situation, because we don’t
know where they’ve been. By sight, by
talking to someone, just by surface level
conversation, you cannot judge. That is
only God’s duty and his job.
Mota-Martinez: I definitely reflected a
lot about how I need and desire both prayer
and work. Both of those things feed each
other: the prayer gives the work meaning,
and the work allows the prayer expression.
It allows you to bring that forth. So really
realizing for me that I desire that prayer
time and also that I need and desire that
work to express and to serve other people,
and that I can’t just pray and not do anything, or stop praying and think, “I’ll just
work, work, work.” The necessity and balance that you need both of those two pillars
was a big takeaway, because during that
time I was able to experience days where
we didn’t pray and we just worked or days
where I just prayed and wasn’t able to work.
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Why Latin?
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

C

atholics in the pews may wonder
why Latin is used in parts of the
Mass.
Rather than an archaic language
unnecessary in the modern world, Latin
serves as the official language of the
Church. Popes taught Latin is a symbol
of the Church’s universality and helps to
preserve its teachings.
“The use of the Latin language affords

at once an imposing sign of unity and an
effective safeguard against the corruption
of true doctrine,” Pope Pius XII wrote.
In another encyclical, Pope Pius XI said
because the Church embraces all nations
and is destined to “endure until the end of
time … (she) requires a language which is
universal, immutable, and non-vernacular.”
As vernacular languages continue to
evolve and develop, Latin is unchanging
and preserves the meaning of the Mass.
Whether walking into Mass in their
hometown or a foreign country, faithful
can use these traditional Latin phrases.

Top 8 Latin responses and phrases
every Catholic should know

1

In nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Santi.
Translation: In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

2

Dominus vobiscum.
Translation: The Lord be with you.
Et cum spiritu tuo.
Translation: And with your spirit.

3

Gratias agamus Domino Deo nostro.
Translation: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Dignum et justum est.
Translation: It is right and just.

4

Adjutorium nostrum in nomine Domini.
Translation: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Qui fecit coelum et terram.
Translation: Who made heaven and earth.

5

Ite missa est.
Translation: The Mass has ended.
Deo gratias.
Translation: Thanks be to God.

6
7

Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa.
Translation: My fault, my fault, my most grievous fault.

8

Santus, santus, santus.
Translation: Holy, holy, holy.

Angus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Translation: Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
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Around the Archdiocese

Most believe
marriage
makes them a
better person
Archdiocese compiles feedback
from family questionnaire
PHOTO BY ANTONIO DIAZ/DPC

BY JULIE FILBY

T

303-715-3123
julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

he majority of the 2,558 Catholics
that responded to a questionnaire
conducted by the Archdiocese of
Denver indicate they pray regularly, say
they would like to hear more homilies on
how to connect the faith to their day-today lives, and believe being married has
made them a better person.
The 38-question, multiple-choice,
non-scientific questionnaire was made
available on the archdiocese’s website
from Feb. 9 through March 2 in response
to Pope Francis’ call for input from Catholics for the Oct 4-25 Vatican synod on
the family.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila will also use
the information to better serve his flock
in Colorado, according to David Uebbing,

chancellor.
“People really appreciated the chance
to say something and be part of the synod
on the family,” Uebbing told the Denver
Catholic.
While he was pleased with the response
rate for the questionnaire, the first of its
kind for northern Colorado Catholics, he
hopes future versions will reach a wider
audience, including more young people
and men. Seventy-two percent of respondents were 45 and older, and 65 percent
were female.
“We need to improve this tool’s reach
among a younger demographic, especially teens, and men,” he said. “We heard
from a cross-section of people that go to
Mass weekly and that are participating in
their parishes—a snapshot of the person
in the pew.”
Nine in 10 respondents said they attend
Mass at least once a week, 75 percent are
married and 95 percent have children.

America’s best choice for affordable travel since 1967!

Autumn Leaves Tour
Hosted by Father Dan Gerres

14 days from $1649*
Departs September 20, 2015. Start in Philadelphia and enjoy a sightseeing tour. Then
your scenic journey begins offering colorful vistas through Amish Country to Gettysburg.
Travel north with a stop at the Corning Museum of Glass into Ontario and awe-inspiring
Niagara Falls for two nights! Return to upstate New York where you will board a cruise
through the 1000 Islands; drive through the six-million-acre civilized wilderness of the
Adirondack region, stop in Lake Placid and then
into the forest area of New England: The White
Mountains, including Franconia Notch State Park and
New Hampshire. Stop at Flume Gorge then continue
east to York county, Maine. Next drive along the
New England coast to Boston, with a city tour; visit
Plymouth and Cape Cod for two nights. Proceed
to Newport, Rhode Island, including a tour of one
of the famous mansions en route to Bridgeport,
Connecticut. Lastly tour New York City seeing all
the major sights of the “Big Apple.” Mass will be
celebrated some days on tour. Your Chaplain is
Father Dan Gerres from Wilmington, DE, where he served as a parish priest for 48 years.
He is currently active in the church community. This will be his 9th trip with YMT.
PPDO. Plus $159 tax/service/government fees. Alternate September - October departure dates available.
Seasonal charges may apply. Add-on airfare available.

*

Call for Details!
877-230-1381
Please mention promo code EC0961

Travel
with other
Catholics!

2,558

responded
about their
faith

91%

attend
Mass once
a week or
more

91%

pray
regularly

90%

would like
more homilies on
connecting
faith to
daily life

83%

said marriage made
them a
better
person

Nine in 10 responded
that, if asked, they would
be able to tell the story of
their relationship with
Christ.
“That’s a great testimony
to the priests and clergy,”
Uebbing said, “that people
are being well-formed and
are in tune with their relationship with Christ.”
The questionnaire
revealed that marriage
preparation and support
for couples after marriage
needs to be improved.
More than half reported
their marriage preparation did not adequately
prepare them for marriage and about the same
amount said they didn’t
receive enough support
from their parish once
married. One-third shared
that they do not agree
with Church teaching on
contraception.
Results and comments generated from
an open-ended question
“How can the Church

better foster stronger and more faithful
families?”—367 pages of comments in
all—will also be provided to the Office
of Evangelization and Family Life Ministries. It will give them a better idea of
which resources would be most helpful
to Catholics, Uebbing said.
“(The results) confirm the need for
good marriage preparation,” he said, an
area that has been a priority for Archbishop Aquila, “and improving resources
on natural family planning and theology
of the body.”
The information is in the process of
being compiled into a report that will be
delivered to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops by late March. In turn, the
USCCB will submit the results from the
entire country to the Vatican. The universal feedback will be used to prepare a
working document to help guide the bishops’ discussions at the synod. This synod
is the second and larger of two such Vatican gatherings of bishops over the course
of a year. The focus will be “the vocation
and mission of the family in the Church
and the modern world.”
Once the USCCB report is compiled,
a summary of the questionnaire results
will be prepared and made available
to priests of the archdiocese, as well as
posted online at www.archden.org.

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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Bulletin Board
MARCH

Retreat
21 10
a.m.-3 p.m., Sis-

ters of St. Francis home,
5314 N. Columbine
Road, Denver, donation.
Find ways to nurture
your faith during Lent.
RSVP by March 16: 303458-6270 or donnak@
franciscanway.org

Concert
23 Organ
7 p.m., Cathedal

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver, donation. Organ musician
from Austria to perform.
Details: 970-213-9257

Inquiry
24 7Faith
p.m.-8:30 p.m.,

basement of St. Dominic Parish, 3005 W.
29th Ave., Denver, free.
Questions and discussion to explore the
Catholic faith. Details:
303-455-3613 or info@
stdominicdenver.org

24 Young Professionals Happy Hour

Archbishop
to lead Vigil
Praise

7 p.m.-9 p.m., Punch
Bowl Social, 65 Broadway, Denver, free. Join
young professionals
ages 20-39 for the
Young Catholic Professionals Denver chapter’s
first happy hour. Details:
info@ycpdenver.org or
sylvia.smith@ycpdenver.
org

25 Christopher West
Talk

5:45 p.m.-7 p.m., St.
Mary Church, 533 E.
Main St., Aspen, free.
Speaker will talk on
“God, Sex and the
Universal Longing.”
Reception to follow.
Details: 970-925-7339 or
peter@stmaryaspen.org

Join seminarians and young adults for the
next Vigil Praise 7 p.m.-9 p.m. March 21 in
MAR Christ the King Chapel in St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila will lead the time for
prayer, adoration and worship. The sacrament of
reconciliation will also be available. For details,
visit https://www.facebook.com/vigilpraise.

for Unborn
25 7Mass
p.m., Holy

History Class
26 7Bible
p.m.-8:15 p.m.,

Cross Church, 9371
Wigham St., Thornton. Mass offered for
unborn children. Details:
720-280-3425

SAINT JOSEPH
U T

FEATURED EVENT

basement of St. Dominic Parish, 2901 Grove
St., Denver, free. Details:
303-455-3613 or info@
stdominicdenver.org
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CARPENTER
DREAMS
FLIGHT TO EGYPT
FOSTER FATHER
GOSPELS

Z E W B Y Y V M Z H
HOLY FAMILY
HUSBAND
MARCH
MAY
NAZARETH

Meeting
9 Attollo
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,

APRIL

ACROSS

T R C V U E R M R F S L

29 Free safe environment classes

PHOTO BY ZACHARY BOAZMAN

Z H L N J Q G B S H P T

I

Consolmagno will speak
during the Colorado
School of Mines’ campus
ministry’s annual dinner.
Mass held beforehand.
Details: 303-279-4464

Throughout April, the
Archdiocese of Denver
will offer free Safe
Environment Training
Classes for parents
at various locations.
Upcoming dates include
March 29 at Catholic Charities and the
Samaritan House., and
April 7 at Our Lady of
Loreto Church in Foxfield. Register: www.
archden.org/safe-environment-training-classes

21

P N Z D Y Y Y S B U T H F P S
A G

free. Seniors invited to
roaring 20s-themed
prom with music. RSVP
by March 18: 720-3442997 or familyoswald@
msn.com

PATRON OF DYING
RIGHTEOUS
SON OF DAVID
UNIVERSAL CHURCH
WORKERS

1

Catholic
actor of
“The West
Wing”
fame

6 Alphabet
string

28 Senior Citizens’
Prom

2

3

15 Pertaining to the
non-ordained
members
of the
Church
16 Tennis
great
17 Intense
light beam

5

6

19

21

20
24

22
26

28
33

34

35
39

38

46

29 Intrepid

36

37

40

13

31

32

44

45

48
50

51

57

56

52

53

58

59

60

61

62

64

65

66

67

68

69

36 Learning
ctr.
38 Chilled
39 View
41 Dull
resonant
sound
42 Forfeit or
sum paid
into the
pool
43 _ _ _ the
fatted calf
44 Mother of
Augustine
46 Conceal

49 “_ _ _
Kleine
Nacht
Musik”
50 “Christian”
first used
here (Acts
11:26)
54 State in
which the
Diocese of
Dallas is
found
57 Abominable
snowman

59 Encourage
in wrongdoing
60 Highly
excited
62 Second
word
in the
name of
a Parisian
basilica
64 Bull
65 Indonesian
resort
island
66 Fish
67 Soon

68 Commandment
carrier,
and others
69 Seeps
DOWN
1

Melchizedek’s
domain
(Gen 14:18)

2 Hoist
3 Relaxes
4 Wide shoe
width
5 Give an
account

30 “…_ _ _
lema
sabachthani?”
(Mk 15:34)
31 Harmony
32 Game
company

8 Masc.
pronoun

33 Exodus
river

9 Very cold

34 Religious
image

11 PDQ
12 Vessel
22 Near _ _ _
of sin

63

58 Avril follower

6 “…bone of
my bones
and _ _ _…”
(Gen 2:23)

13 Air (prefix)

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

48 US government
agency

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.

10 Catholic
author of
How the
Irish Saved
Civilization

41

47

55

12

27
30

59
54

of Mt. Carmel, 3549
Navajo St, Denver. Mass
with an anointing and
prayer with a relic of
St. Peregrine, patron of
cancer patients. Details:
303-455-0447

7 Favorite
food of
Isaac (Gen
25:28)

29

43

42

11

23

25

37 Alkali

28 List-ending abbreviation

10

18

20 Wife of
Adam

26 Small dabbling duck

9

17

33 Council of
325 AD

24 Companion of
Daniel

8

16

19 Paul says
this is “the
pride of a
woman” (1
Cor 11:15)

23 Augustine
was bishop here

7

15

18 TV award

21 Saint of
Lima

6 p.m., St. Joseph
Church, 969 Ulysses St.,
Golden, $50. Vatican
astronomer Brother Guy

14

10 Pedro’s
home
14 Island
inhabited
by Circe

4

Mass
11 Healing
8 a.m., Our Lady

7 Vatican astronomer
Hour
to talk at Mines
12 Holy
3 p.m., Cathedral

7 p.m.-9:30 p.m., in the
Hutchison Field House
on the Mullen High
School campus, 3601
S. Lowell Blvd., Denver,
1

Janiczek and Company,
8400 E. Crescent Pkwy,
Greenwood Village, free.
Catholic business leadership group will discuss
personal, professional
and faith development.
Details: 720-508-4154 or
paul@attollousa.com

23 Elvis Presley co-star
who
became a
nun
25 Inﬂuential
Catholic
Hollywood
costume
designer
26 US state in
which the
Diocese of
Nashville
is found

35 Business
VIPs
40 Hint
41 _ _ _ B’rith
43 Mr. Kringle
45 Kind of
illusion
47 Catholic
female
lead of
“Everybody
Loves
Raymond”
50 Sponsorship
51 Alpha and
___
52 Make watertight
53 Takes on
54 Bye bye
55 Black

27 Convenience

56 Dry
(comb.)

29 Judas’
blood
money
bought
it (Mt
27:6–8)

57 Yellow of
an egg
60 US Lawyers’ org.
61 Freshwater fish
63 A mark of
the Church
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Shout Outs

Classifieds

Creed,
seminarians,
Union Station

Let’s say
you were
organizing
a group
of people
to gather
at Union
Station to
study “Introduction to
Christianity” (by Cardinal Joseph Raztinger/
Benedict XVI) with a
couple of Denver seminarians, what would you
call the group? How about
Book Club With Seminarians? Well, March
25 is the first meeting of
Book Club With Seminarians, which will meet at
7:15pm at Denver’s Union
Station. The group will
meet through May 13. For
more information, contact Nicholas.Larkin@
archden.org. Given that
the group is bookended
by two Marian feasts—the
Annunciation (March 25)
and Our Lady of Fatima
(May 13)—we expect
great things from the
discussion!

A hero speaks

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Academy had the
great privilege of welcoming John Perozzi,
a 95-year-old WWII
veteran of the U.S. Army
and the 82nd Airborne
Division 505 E Company. He visited with the
kindergarten and middle
school students to talk
about heroism and freedom. The students were

makes for a total of 968
new Catholics in 2015! A
catechumen is a non-baptized individual seeking
to enter the Church, and
a candidate is someone
who has been baptized,
but has never been fully
initiated into the Church
through the sacrament
of confirmation and the
reception of Holy Communion. PHOTO BY DAN PETTY/

The family, a timeless classic

mesmerized by his great
love for country, and also
by his great belief in the
beauty of true freedom
and the duty to do what
is right. Perozzi is a war
hero with three purple
hearts. He fought at
Normandy Operation
Market Garden and the
Battle of the Bulge. He
recently traveled back to
Normandy and his D-Day
invasion site, which is
featured in Lieutenant
Colonel Oliver North’s
Frontlines documentary
“A Hero Returns”. PHOTO
PROVIDED

Not for the faint
of heart

OK, here’s something you
have got to do this Holy
Week. St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
has an open invitation for
the early risers among
us (or for those needing
a last-minute Lenten
sacrifice) to join them
for a Tenebrae Service
on Holy Thursday (April
2), Good Friday (April 3)
and Holy Saturday (April
4). The hour-long service
begins at 5:30a.m. Yes,
you read that correctly.
That may seem early to
many, but the seminarians assure us that this

DENVER CATHOLIC

If anyone knows what’s “in” and what’s “out”, it
has to be Domenico Dolce and Stefano Gabbana, the founders of the lux clothing line Dolce
& Gabbana. So when Gabbana told the Italian
Magazine Panorama earlier this month that “the
family is not a fad,” we think the world should
listen. Dolce and Gabbana are both openly gay. In
the interview, the two men condemned adoption
by gay parents, in-vitro fertilization, and surrogacy. “We, a gay couple [who broke up in 2005],
say no to gay adoptions,” they said, according to
Catholic News Agency. “Enough chemical children and wombs for rent. Children should have
a mother and a father.” Then Dolce added, “You
can’t have everything in life. It’s also beautiful
to be deprived of something. Life has a natural
course; there are things that cannot be modified.
The family is one of them.” PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

early hour of Holy Week
prayer is well attended.
During the service the
Office of Readings and
Morning Prayer from the
Liturgy of the Hours are
prayed in common. The
Tenebrae prayer service
focuses on the themes of
light and darkness symbolic of the death and
resurrection of Christ,
the Son of God, which we
celebrate during Holy
Week and Easter. No
experience of the service
is required to participate.
All are welcome. Coffee
not included.

968 new Catholics

There will be 550 Catechumens and 418
Candidates coming into
the Church this Easter in
northern Colorado. That

Dare to read
“Humanae Vitae”

EVENTS
HOLY FAMILY BAKE, CRAFT &
RUMMAGE SALE!! Join us at Holy
Family, 4377 Utica, on Sat., March 28 from
9:00 – 5:00 and Sun., March 29 from
9:00-1:30. Try our Famous Cinnamon Rolls!
COME AND ENJOY!

PRAYERS
THANK YOU
In gratitude to St. Jude, the Holy Trinity
and the Holy Family for prayers
answered. - P.S.

CEMETERY FOR SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

Be honest, have you ever
really read “Humanae
Vitae”? What are you
waiting for? ENDOW
invites men and women
April 25, from 8:30a.m.2:30p.m. at the JPII
Center for the New Evangelization, to explore
Pope Paul VI’s 1968
encyclical upholding the
Church’s teaching on the
incompatibility of birth
control with marriage.
Led by Eileen Love and
Emily Espinola, the
mini-retreat dares you to
open the letter that challenges the demands and
expectations of the secular world. Learn the good
news of what the Church
really teaches about marriage, lasting love, and the
treasure of new life! For
more info, contact Eileen.
Love@endowgroups.org.

Two lots in a beautiful older area: Sect. 32,
Block 2, Lot 6, Graves 9 & 10. Asking $3,200
ea. incl. transfer fee; will consider offers.
Call 720-323-5014

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Single crypt in Madonna tier B, #294.
$5500 including transfer fee.
Call 919-302-7013 and leave
message.

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

PIANO DONATION
PIANO DONATION NEEDED
Annunciation Church needs a newer
baby grand piano. We can pick up and
move within metro area, if necessary. Tax
deductible donation. Call 303-296-1024.

ROSARY SUPPLIES DONATIONS NEEDED
NEED ROSARY SUPPLY DONATIONS
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7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva
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EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MARCH 22

SUNDAY, MARCH 29

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
8:00 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

St. Joseph’s Rosary Makers of Nativity
Parish seeking donations of supplies and
beads from former rosary makers. Please
call Celeste 303-466-5802

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...

Contact:

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

13

DENVER CATHOLIC | MARCH 21-27, 2015

303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

Events & Announcements |

Service Directory |

Classifieds

ATTORNEY

HANDYMAN, cont’d

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

ROOFING, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

LAWYER

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

SILVER CROSS

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER

20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

Repairs are all I do! Wind damage and
fix leaks. Gutter repair and cleaning.
40 years exp. Free estimates.
720-209-4589

HISPANIC FAMILY MINISTRY
SPECIALIST - for the Office of Hispanic

SEASONAL ENGLISH TEACHERS

Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CARPET

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

PAINTING

SPRINKLERS

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS

$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

18 yrs. in business. Professional installation
and repairs. Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. All work guaranteed.
Please call 303-523-5859.

PLUMBING

TILE

.

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES! Lowest
price guar. We buy direct & carry all top
name brands at honest prices. Senior
discount. Call now - David @ 720-425-3333.
Experienced-Knowledgeable-Trustworthy!

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

SMALL JOBS OR BIG JOBS
Doing business in Colorado for over
25 years. Plumbing, electric, flooring,
painting, etc. References. Free estimates!
Insured & bonded. Call Jay at 720-841-8585

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete
service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

HOME HEALTH CARE
HOME HEALTH CARE & HOSPICE LPN
Experienced home healthcare and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment, Monday
through Friday in SW Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009

HOUSE CLEANING
PMJ HOUSE CLEANING
Immaculate & detailed, to your specifications. Special projects okay. Dependable.
Excellent local references. SHJ parishioner.
Boulder area. Call Patty at 303-441-9141

INSURANCE
ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY
New Roof? Great rates!
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
www.elkhornagency.com
Members - St Michael’s 30 years

LANDSCAPING
EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
AND CONCRETE SERVICES
Member BBB. Free estimates, discount for
military and seniors. 10% off with ad!!
Call 720-877-3733

TO PLACE AN AD OR PUBLISH A PRAYER
Call: 303-715-3212 | Email: classifieds@archden.org
Ad Cost: $7/line, 5 line min. | Prayer Cost: $7/line, 3 line min.
ADVERTISERS: Please check your ad at first publication. Notify us immediately if errors.
We accept responsibility only for the first incorrect insertion. The publication assumes no
financial responsibility for errors or omission of copy. The Denver Catholic reserves the
right to reject any ad.
READERS: Please consider carefully the advertiser before you purchase an advertised
product or service. We make every effort to ensure the legitimacy of all products and
services advertised in the paper; however, publication of advertisements does not indicate
endorsement by the Denver Catholic.

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TREE SERVICE

REMODELING
SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING

CALL FOR WINTER DISCOUNTS!
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing and
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

HELP WANTED

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

CAMPUS MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

Our parish has an immediate opening for
the part-time position of Campus Maintenance Assistant. Candidate should be
a practicing Catholic with understanding
and acceptance of the Church and its
mission, have problem solving skills and
ability to multi-task, and possess general
knowledge of facility maintenance, electrical, plumbing, janitorial applications.
Visit www.stmarylittleton.org for complete
job description. Interested applicants or
referrals, submit a Cover Letter, Resume &
Salary Rqmts to vboscia@stmarylittleton.
org or by visiting the parish office.

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

Ministry of the Archdiocese of Denver, to
promote the evangelization and pastoral
care of Hispanic families in northern
Colorado. This person will provide support
to families and ecclesial movements and
groups. Also will develop programs and
services and collaborate with Archdiocese
of Denver parishes in the promotion
and faith formation of Hispanic Catholic
families. This is a full-time position with
benefits. Bilingual required – fluent in
Spanish and English. Resume, cover letter
and salary expectations should be emailed
to Luis Soto at Luis.Soto@archden.org

St. Mary Parish Disciples Spanish Exchange
Program is hiring seasonal English Teachers (native speakers, pls) to teach English
to high school age students from Spain/
Europe weekdays in July! Assist in development of curriculum and activities with
team, chaperone field trips, participate
in faith based areas of program, nurture
interaction between American & Spanish
students. Questions: call 608-239-3519.
Send resume & cover letter to
gfonseca2787@gmail.com or
mail to: Guadalupe Fonseca,
Disciples Spanish Exchange Program,
6853 S. Prince St., Littleton, CO 80120.

FREELANCE GRAPHIC ARTIST

SENIOR CAREGIVERS

The Denver Catholic and El Pueblo Católico
publications are looking for a freelance
graphic artist with technical and creative
skills using Adobe Creative Suite (specialty
in InDesign a plus) to help build ads and
occasionally participate in laying out the
print publications. Bilingual a plus. Must
have experience working as a graphic
artist for a newspaper or advertising
agency. Must be able to work from home
using Adobe Creative Cloud/InDesign CS6.
Need applicants able to work on a 24-hour
turnaround time with little direction.
Hourly rate based on experience. Email
a sample ad representing your work and
resume to kelly.seeman@archden.org.

PRE-K/SCHOOL AGE TEACHER
Full time - Most Precious Blood ELC.
Must meet 2011 ECE Quals. Related ECE
college work and 12 months of experience
required. Benefits include health insurance, pension plan, paid vacation and
sick time as well as paid holidays.
Please fax resume to Kellie at
303-862-3293.

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, PRE-K - 8th
Good Shepherd School, Denver. Applicant
must be practicing Roman Catholic, have
a Master’s degree with at least 20 hrs. in
educational admin., and a minimum of
5 yrs. experience teaching in a Catholic
school. Administration experience
desired. For a full job description, visit
www. goodshepherddenver.org. Call Office
of Catholic Schools at 303-715-3200 for an
application packet.

Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
St. Mary Catholic School is hiring
substitute teachers for all grades (K-8).
Candidates must have a current teaching
or substitute license, pass a background
check, and complete the Safe Environment
Training upon hire. For more information
contact Kathy at 303-798-2375 or email
kboscia@stmarylittleton.org.

TEACHER/TUTOR - K/1ST GRADE
Small Catholic school (4-6 students) in
Greeley/Windsor area seeks talented,
energetic teacher for K/1st Grade, 4-5
days/wk, 9am-noon, for 2015/2016 school
yr. Must have a love for the Catholic faith
& engaging/creative teaching style. Fully
furnished school. For more info, contact
jpowell.ai@gmail.com or 720-327-8310.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF JOAN K. SELNER, DECEASED
Case Number 2015PR30242
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to the
Personal Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before July 14, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

Personal Representative: Mary Beth Selner O’Hagan
c/o Kevin P. McAtee, Esq.
Campbell Killin Brittan & Ray LLC
270 St. Paul Street, Suite 200, Denver, Colorado 80206
Publish: Denver Catholic
March 14, March 21, March 28, 2015
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Perspectives

A mission of love

T

he World Meeting of Families
in Philadelphia this September should be more than a vast
Catholic “gathering of the clans”
around Pope Francis—and so should
the months
between
GEORGE now and
WEIGEL then. If the
Church in
the United
States
The Catholic Difference
takes this
George Weigel is a
opportunity
distinguished senior fellow of
seriously,
the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.
these
months of
preparation will be a time when Catholics ponder the full, rich meaning of
marriage and the family: human goods
whose glory is brought into clearest
focus by the Gospel. Parents, teachers
and pastors all share the responsibility for seizing this opportunity, which
comes at a moment when marriage and
the family are crumbling in our culture
and society.
Now, thanks to a fine mini-catechism
prepared by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and the Pontifical Council for
the Family, we’ve been given a basic
resource with which to do months of

preparatory catechesis on marriage and
the family—and preachers have been
offered reliable material for shaping
homilies on these great themes between
now and September.
“Love Is Our Mission: The Family
Fully Alive” (Our Sunday Visitor) begins
by reminding us that the Catholic
Church’s teaching on marriage and the
family is not composed of “positions”
or “policies,” a widespread misunderstanding today. Rather, the Church’s
teaching about marriage and the family
are expressions of the basic truths of
Christian faith: God, who brought the
world into being, loves us; the divine
love is most powerfully displayed in
God’s son, Jesus Christ; friendship with
Jesus brings us into the communion
of the Church, which is a foretaste of
the communion with God for which we
are destined; our basic task as Christians is to offer others the gift we have
been given—friendship with the Lord,
which we do both by witness and by
proposal. Or as St. Augustine so memorably put it in the “Confessions,” we
have been made for God, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in the divine
embrace.
Nothing falls outside God’s creative
and redeeming purposes, which include

our being created male and female, the
complementarity and fruitfulness built
into our being created male and female,
and the permanence of marriage, which
is a sign of God’s own covenant fidelity.
God is a communion of loving Persons;
thus married love, St. John Paul II
taught, is an icon of the interior life of
the Holy Trinity. God keeps his promises; thus the promise-keepers among
us who live the covenant of marriage
bear witness to that divine promise-keeping by their own fidelity.
In light of all this, the Christian idea
of chastity comes into clearer focus. In
the Catholic view of things, chastity is
not a dreary string of prohibitions but a
matter of loving-with-integrity: loving
rather than “using;” loving another for
himself or herself. The sexual temptations to which the Church says “No”
are the implications of a higher, nobler,
more compelling “Yes:” yes to the integrity of love, yes to love understood as
the gift of oneself to another, yes to the
family as the fruit of love, and yes to
the family as the school where we first
learn to love. “Yes” is the basic Catholic
stance toward sexuality, marriage and
the family. We should witness to that
“Yes” with a joyful heart, recognizing
that the example of joyful Catholic

families is the best gift we can offer a
world marked today by the glorification
of self-absorption.
In a pontificate that has reminded
us continuously of our responsibilities
to the poor, for whom God has a special care, preparations for the World
Meeting of Families are also an opportunity to remind our society that stable
marriages and families are the most
effective anti-poverty program in the
world. As demographer Nicholas Eberstadt wrote recently, “the flight from
the family most assuredly comes at the
expense of the vulnerable young”—
especially low-income children, who are
more vulnerable to the toxic effects of
family breakdown. That’s not Catholic
carping; that’s basic social science data.
The Catholic idea of marriage and
the family is a gift for the whole world.
Catholics should gift that gift away,
profligately, in the months ahead.
BOOK
“Love Is Our Mission:
The Family Fully
Alive”
Our Sunday Visitor,
$9.95
www.osv.com/shop

He can change you. Decide. Then just ask.

I

n this Sunday’s Gospel, the Fifth
Sunday of Lent, John 12:20-33 we
hear of a chain reaction of events:
of prophecy about the cross, God the
Father’s voice breaking in from heaven
like thunder, and deep emotion in Jesus,
as if some news brought him face to face
with his death.
At face value, all this seems like an
overreaction to a seemingly simple
event: Gentiles seeking Jesus. But for
thousands of years, salvation was for
the Jews. The Kingdom of God was
promised to them. Only they were
God’s chosen people. Jesus was about to
change all that on the cross, making us
ALL his chosen people.
And Greeks were there, seeking Jesus
out … the Holy Spirit was moving their
hearts towards him. Jesus seemed to
know this was a sign of his imminent
death. It’s as if the grace he was about to
win on the cross was already brimming
over and pouring into hearts.
What Jesus did for us on the cross
opens the way for every person who ever
existed to find new life. He clearly wasn’t
looking forward to it. Knowing his divine
mission, he might have had nightmares
about it his whole life. John tells us that

thinking about it made him “troubled,”
and as we’ll see in the Garden of Gethsemane, it caused him true agony.
But he was obedient to the Father,
and he thought you were worth it. So he
said “yes.” He wanted to open the way
for you and
for me to
enter the
CHRIS
STEFANICK Kingdom.
He paved
the way
with his
The Way
own blood.
Chris Stefanick is the
What’s
president of Real Life Catholic.
that
mean
Throughout Lent Chris will
for our
offer a series of steps to
achieve a deeper relationship
lives here
with Jesus.
and now?
Jesus doesn’t just want to redeem you
from sin for heaven after you die. Eternal life is something that has already
begun for those who live in Christ. Jesus
wants to redeem everything it means
to be you so that you can live as part of
his Kingdom NOW. The hope of heaven
“gives us even now something of the
reality we are waiting for…” The communion of saints includes you!
When you think about your life, do

you see a citizen of the Kingdom of
Heaven? Is something holding you back
from the kind of life you dream of?
Something that seems impossible to
overcome? I don’t just mean with sin,
but with work, relationships, finances,
REAL LIFE CATHOLIC
Sign up for the Real Life Catholic
newsletter at RLCExperience.com

you name it. Do you want peace,
order, joy, fitness, accomplishment,
acceptance, forgiveness, healing in relationships, or interior freedom that you
just can’t seem to ever reach?
What is holding you back?
Name the obstacle in your path and
ask Jesus to help you overcome it. And
while you’re at it, you might ask other
people to help you, too. Jesus works
through the people in your life.

Jn 12:20-33 | Some Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover Feast
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we
would like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and
Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain
of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but
if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be.
The Father will honor whoever serves me. “I am troubled now. Yet what
should I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But it was for this purpose
that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came
from heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.” The crowd there
heard it and said it was thunder; but others said, “An angel has spoken to
him.” Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come for my sake but
for yours. Now is the time of judgment on this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw
everyone to myself.” He said this indicating the kind of death he would die.
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Why I’m pretending I don’t live in America next Friday

T

his Lent I’ve had a sense that my
abstinence from red meat hasn’t
been sacrificial enough because
there are so many other delicious foods
to choose from. Fruits and vegetables of
every color,
fresh fish
or shellfish,
LAURA
CRAMER eggs, yogurt,
the list goes
on. Now,
don’t get
Guest Column
me wrong,
Laura Cramer works in Denver,
I do miss
and in her free time enjoys
leading an Endow study group my bacon
and discovering the majesty
on Friday
of the West with her husband,
mornings,
Kenn. Follow her at www.
but really
patchworkpapist.com.
we have so
many other non-meat options to choose
from.
I realize that the American experience with food is quite uncommon.
In this country, this extraordinarily
wealthy country, our supermarkets
are overflowing with God’s gifts from
around the globe.
Two summers ago, my husband and
I decided to try the Paleo diet. In a nutshell, the Paleo diet includes vegetables,
fruits, meats, nuts and seeds, and the oil
that comes from nuts and seeds. What
it doesn’t include is processed foods,
grain, dairy and sugar. We had never
felt healthier or more energetic in our
whole lives, so after two months, though
we did re-introduce occasional dairy
and select grains back into our diet, we
kept many of our Paleo habits.
Spiritually, this way of eating gave me

“

Eating with
the fullest
pleasure—pleasure,
that is, that does
not depend on
ignorance—is perhaps
the profoundest
enactment of our
connection with the
world. In this pleasure
we experience
and celebrate our
dependence and our
gratitude, for we are
living from mystery,
from creatures we
did not make and
powers we cannot
comprehend.”

FARMER AND AUTHOR
WENDELL BERRY

PHOTO BY AFRICA STUDIO/DPC

Luke 6:20-21 | Blessed are you
who are poor, for the Kingdom
of God is yours. Blessed are you
who hunger now, you will be
satisfied.

a deep sense of gratitude for the gifts
that God gives us every day in the form
of food. The rich colors. The vibrant
flavors. The vitamins and minerals that
keep our bodies alive. It’s really quite

amazing if you stop to think about it.
Yet most people around the globe
don’t have the endless food choices that
we do. Most couldn’t even try the Paleo
diet if they wanted to.
That got me thinking: while the
Church encourages us to abstain from
red meat on Fridays, abstinence is
simply the minimum requirement.
What if we give up more? What if on
Fridays we pretend that we don’t live
in America? What if we prepare a meal
that a person living in third-world

poverty might eat? What if we use this
as an opportunity to teach our children
what that person’s plate looks like? Or
rather, what their piece of wood or leaf
or scrap-paper looks like?
We may be shocked to see how different it looks from our own, and over
dinner, we can share our feelings and
thoughts about how we can help those
living in poverty. In this way, families
can connect through prayer, fasting and
almsgiving using God’s gift of food as a
teacher.

LETTERS

Give up radio?
In addition to EWTN,
the Station of the Cross
out of northern New York
should be noted as a good
option in Lent and year
round. Catholic radio
programs are available
for free listening anytime,
anywhere in the world
over the Internet. One
of my favorite programs,
available in podcast form,
is an hour-long radio show
“Calling All Catholics.”
This call-in radio show
features a different Catholic priest each weekday
answering questions about
our faith. They also accept
questions via email. Find
out more at www.thestatio
nofthecross.com. They

offer a free app for your
phone called iCatholic
Radio that makes listening
to the shows quite easy.
MATT HAYES
Greenwood Village

We’re enjoying the new
Denver Catholic newspaper’s clean, uncluttered
format and streamlined
content. But the “Give up
radio?” article missed a
great opportunity! Word
is still getting out that the
local Catholic radio group
recently acquired a new
station, KRCN AM 1060,
with greater coverage and
a much stronger signal
than its predecessor, KPIO
AM 1570. The authors did
suggest some excellent

Lenten alternatives to the
usual car radio fare. But
in much of the diocese we
now have excellent Catholic content broadcast to us
24 hours a day. I propose
another Lenten option—
tune your car radio to
AM 1060 for the next few
weeks and discover what
KRCN has to offer!
URSULA ROST
Erie

Making our garden grow
THANK YOU for
the article on Chandra
Starr (“Harvest from
the Heart,” Jan. 31-Feb.
6 Denver Catholic).
We are new residents
of Evergreen and new

parishioners of Christ the
King in Evergreen. We
appreciate the time you
take to research and write
such informative and
heartening articles. We
live in a ‘52 and better’
community and hope to
start a community garden
on the property solely to
donate and is maintained
by our neighbors here.
We hope to get a proposal
written and directed to
my board soon so we
can get started on the
how-to’s of a community
garden here. The article
inspired us. Now we must
act on it. Keep the good
news coming.

Have you told others
about God lately?
I have played the piano
and organ for church
services of all kinds for
45 years, and being asked
to play for a funeral is,
for me, the best way to
tell others about God.
For some, a funeral is the
only time they step into a
church. If my music has
touched just one person,
I feel I have done what
God has asked me to do.
Music is very powerful,
sometimes more so than
the spoken word.
STACIE MAY
Our Lady of the Plains, Byers

We want to hear
from you! How have
you told others about
God lately? Email us at
DenverCatholic@archden.
org and your response
might be published in a
future issue.

LETTERS
Send letters to
DenverCatholic@archden.
org, via www.DenverCatholic.
org, or mail to Denver Catholic
Letters, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210. Please
include full name, city and
phone number. Letters may
be edited. Opinions are those
of the author and not the
Archdiocese of Denver.

TOM AND MARY KAY BARNES
Evergreen

CORRECTION: A state legislator’s vote on House Bill 1135 was incorrectly reported in the Feb. 14-20 Denver Catholic (“Lawmakers kill assisted-suicide proposal”). Rep. Dominick Moreno voted “yes” to
support the Colorado Death with Dignity Act.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

