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Be like
St. Joseph,

the strong silent type

St. Joseph by Guido Reni. PICTURE BY M0TTY, CC BY-SA 3.0
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123
julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

M

en described as the strong silent
type have a role model in St.
Joseph, sometimes referred to
as “Joseph the Silent.”

“The Gospels tell us very little about St.
Joseph and that little in very few words,”
wrote French Dominican priest and
Scripture scholar, Father Michel Gasnier,

in his book titled “Joseph the Silent.”
“Suddenly he appears. Nothing has
been said of his birth, his
early life. His death is not
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Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Looking for modern St. Josephs

T

he Church will celebrate the
solemnity of St. Joseph , the
second greatest saint after Mary,
on March 19 and that has me thinking
about the need our Church and society
has for strong men, especially fathers.
Man’s purpose was given to him in the
Garden of Eden, when God entrusted
Adam—the father of all men—with
guarding and cultivating the garden.
The Jewish people believed that the
Garden of Eden represented all of
creation, and so man’s mission in the
garden had universal implications.
In a 1958 radio message to American
Catholic schoolchildren for Lent, Pope
Pius XII offered a wonderful reflection
on how these qualities were present in
St. Joseph.
He said, “Day after day, at home and
in the carpenter’s shop, his eyes rested
on Jesus; he protected Him against the
dangers of childhood; he guided His
advancing years, and by hard work and
with religious devotedness he provided
for the increasing needs of the Mother
and the Son.... And there was Joseph,
modest, self-effacing, yet exercising
authority over that family. How holy he
must have been! Under his fatherly protection and ceaseless, tireless care the
young Boy grew into manhood.”
We need men like this! It seems that
the number of people, young and old,
who tell me about feeling abandoned by
their fathers, is growing. Young women
have also mentioned how hard it can

The Church and society have a need for more men like St. Joseph, strong in
both faith and masculinity, Archbishop Aquila explains leading up the saint’s
solemnity March 19. LIGHTSTOCK.COM

be to find potential husbands who are
both strong in their faith and their
masculinity.
At the end of January, Pope Francis
addressed this issue at his Wednesday
general audience. “In our day, the problem no longer seems to be the invasive
presence of the father so much as his
absence, his inaction. Fathers are sometimes so concentrated on themselves
and on their work and at times on their
career that they even forget about the
family.”
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But if we return to the Garden of
Eden, we see that men are called to
more than just work. Men are called
to first cultivate their heart so that it
becomes wise, and then to teach those
they are responsible for to do the same.
The author of Proverbs, writing to his
own son, put it this way: “My son, if
your heart is wise, my heart too will be
glad. My soul will rejoice when your lips
speak what is right” (Proverbs 23:15-16).
Scientific research supports the
importance of fathers being involved
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

in their children’s lives. A study by the
U.S. Department of Education in 2000
found that the involvement of parents
in their children’s lives was strongly tied
to how well they did across a spectrum
of measurements for success.
As a society and a Church, we need
men like St. Joseph. We need men who
respond with courage when God calls
them to take a leap of faith, as St. Joseph
did when God asked him to wed Mary.
Although we know little about his life,
we do know that God chose him to be
the foster father of his Son, and that
speaks volumes.
St. Joseph was the one who God asked
to lead Jesus and Mary to Egypt to
escape Herod’s persecution. He was the
one who modeled the manly virtues for
Jesus.
God is calling every man to learn how
to protect and cultivate every aspect of
creation. As we approach the solemnity
of St. Joseph, I invite the men of the
Archdiocese of Denver to renew their
pursuit of wisdom, courage, perseverance, faith and integrity. If you have
not yet participated in That Man is You
or Families of Character in your local
parish, I encourage you to do so. If your
parishes do not have the program, then
check with your pastors and look into
starting one.
Finally, do not fail to ask your Father
in heaven for the grace necessary to
l
fulfill your high calling, and turn to St. e
Joseph to ask for his intercession.
f
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Year two:
Pope’s popularity grows

A

s Pope Francis celebrated the
second anniversary of his pontificate March 13, a survey found he
remains popular among Americans. In
fact, he’s growing in popularity.
The Pew Research Center revealed this
month that nine-in-10 Catholics view the
pope favorably, even growing in admiration of him since his selection in March
2013.
His favorability rating among U.S.
Catholics is comparable to Pew’s ratings
for Pope John Paul II in the 1980s and
1990s. The survey conducted in February
among 1,500 adults also revealed Francis’
favorability is on par with surveys on the
late St. John Paul II’s in the 1990s and
1980s.
Even non-Catholics have grown to
admire him.
Among U.S. adults overall, both Catholic and non-Catholic, seven-in-10 see
the pope favorably, up 13 points since
the beginning of his leadership of the
Church. Six-in-10 Protestants and twothirds of the religiously unaffiliated
reported similarly.

Limited Time
Offer for DC
Readers

Pre-Approved
Auto Loan Rates
as low as

2.49% APR

*

GRAPHIC BY PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Both men and women give Francis
a positive rating, and Republicans and
Democrats are united in their esteem for
him, the survey reported.
Among Catholics, those who attend
Mass weekly gave a favorable rating of
95 percent, and two-thirds expressed a
“very favorable” opinion of Pope Francis.
The survey was based on telephone
interviews Feb. 18-22.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Catholic publications Alabama court
unite to condemn
orders halt on ‘gay
death penalty
marriage’ licenses

Parents in Little
Flower family set for
canonization

Four U.S. Catholic publications issued a joint
editorial piece calling
for an end to the death
penalty in the United
States. “Capital punishment must end,” stated
a March 5 editorial by
America magazine, the
National Catholic Register, the National Catholic
Reporter and Our Sunday
Visitor. The death penalty
is both “abhorrent and
unnecessary,” the publications said, arguing that the
practice of capital punishment drains resources in
court battles that would
be “better deployed in
preventing crime in the
first place and working
toward restorative justice
for those who commit less
heinous crimes.” The joint
editorial comes a month
before the U.S. Supreme
Court will hear arguments
in a case challenging lethal
injection protocol as cruel
and unusual punishment.

The Alabama Supreme
Court on March 3 halted
the illegal distribution
of marriage licenses to
people of the same sex,
setting up a potential
constitutional conflict
with a federal judge who
imposed “gay marriage”
on the state. Brian Brown,
president of the National
Organization for Marriage, praised the ruling
that state officials must
follow Alabama laws
defining marriage as a
union of one man and
one woman. The state
Supreme Court’s 7-1
ruling said: “Government
has an obvious interest
in offspring and the consequences that flow from
the creation of each new
generation, which is only
naturally possible in the
opposite-sex relationship, which is the primary
reason marriage between
men and women is sanctioned by state law.” SOURCE:

In February, it was
informally announced
that the parents of St.
Therese of Lisieux,
Blessed Louis and Zelie
Martin, will be canonized in October. Cardinal
Amato, Prefect of the
Congregation for the
Causes of the Saints,
announced that Louis
and Zelie Martin will
be canonized the same
month in which the synod
of bishops on the family
will take place in the Vatican. “The saints are not
only priests and religious,
but also lay persons,” the
cardinal said, referring
to the French spouses.
Louis and Zelie were
beatified Oct. 19, 2008,
by then-Pope Benedict
XVI and their canonization will be the first of its
kind in history when a
married couple is jointly
proclaimed a saint. SOURCE:

SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM
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What I like most about The Gardens
at St. Elizabeth is there are a lot
of activities and opportunities to
volunteer. At The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
you do not have to be lonely. There are lots
of people to talk to. If you do not feel like
talking to a person, you can always go to the
chapel and talk to God, he listens!
—Pearl Notartomaso
The Gardens at St. Elizabeth is
good because of the chapel, it
is clean, there are nice places to
walk, and good friends.
—Stella “Margaret” Berry

Time-limits on special may apply.
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In-Depth

C

POPE FRANCIS
two years later

“

An evangelizer must never look like someone who has
just come back from a funeral.”

POPE FRANCIS, NOV. 2013

Pope Francis meets with media a few days after he was selected pontiﬀ March 13, 2013. PHOTO BY MAZUR/CATHOLICNEWS.ORG.UK

T

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

he limelight on the Church’s leader
Pope Francis has not abated since
his selection as pontiff two years
ago on March 13. Talk continues about
the pope from Argentina
and the direction he is
leading Catholics.
Kevin Cotter, FOCUS
with
web and Equip app director, penned two books on
KEVIN
the pope. He spoke about
COTTER
his latest book “A Year of
Mercy with Pope Francis:
Daily Reflections” and the pope who has
captured the interest of the world March
9 at Theology on Tap in Denver.
The Denver Catholic interviewed
Cotter about his thoughts.

Q&A

Q: This month marks the two-year
anniversary of Pope Francis’ pontificate. Do you think the direction of
the Church has changed since he was
selected pontiﬀ ?
A: This question is really at the heart
of the debate that is still swirling around
Pope Francis. There’s a great hope by
many in our society that he will radically
change the direction and specifically the
teachings of the Church. I believe that he
is very much changing our Church—not
the substance or teachings of our faith,
but the context and style. In many ways,

he is fulfilling Pope John Paul II’s vision
for the new evangelization that the faith
could be understood in the language of
our society. I think
Pope Francis has
a tremendous gift
for doing this and
it is changing the
way that others in
the Church speak
about our faith
and share it with
others.
Q: The media
has widely covered the pope
and his messages
to the world. Is
there a disparity between the
media’s portrayal of him
and who he is in
reality?
A: The short answer is yes. The long
answer is much more complex, but I’ll try
to do it justice briefly. Because Pope Francis is so popular and because there is a great
hope that he will change the teachings of
the Church, the press can portray him as
a reformer, but in the wrong ways. They
sometimes lose sight that he is not changing the substance, but the style. Knowing
this detail can drastically change the way
news is written and read. It is the confusion around this detail that has caused so
much confusion and controversy.

Q: You’ve written two books about
the pope. Your second book “A Year
of Mercy with Pope Francis: Daily
Reflections”
released late
last year, shares
the
p o p e ’s
wisdom on following Christ in
practical ways.
What have you
learned about
the pope while
working on these
publications?
A: Through the
process of writing the two books,
I’ve read almost
everything by Pope
Francis that has
been published
in English. I’ve
learned that he has
a tremendous abil- ity to communicate
the Gospel. Because he has so much
experience as a pastor and being among
people, he is able to convey the message
of the Gospel that is simple and directly,
but in a way that is very dynamic and rich
in meaning.
Q: During the last Theology on Tap
in Denver, you spoke to young adults
about Pope Francis. What is important for them to know about him?
A: There are two things that I think are
extremely important to know about Pope

Francis. First, it is important to know
his history. When he became pope, he
told himself, “Jorge, do not change, continue being yourself, because to change
at your age would be ridiculous.” In light
of this, his history can tell us a lot about
what he does today and why. For more
on this, I highly recommend “The Great
Reformer”
by Austin
Ivereigh.
The proposal
Second, it
of the Gospel
importmust be more simple, is
ant
to
profound, radiant. It is know that
from this proposition
he is carrying out
that the moral
a reform
consequences then
on
the
ﬂow.”
Church. He
POPE FRANCIS, SEPT. 2013
does have
an agenda.
He wants to reform the Church to focus
on everyday people. There are some key
aspects to this reform that I will share
in my talk that I think everyone should
know about.

“

Q: What do you think the world can
expect from the pope next?
A: Because he is so unpredictable, I
would be foolish to try too hard to guess.
It appears that he will release an encyclical on the environment sometime in
2015. I’m also very excited for him to
come to the United States next fall and
to hear him address our country directly.
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St. Joseph
The month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph

1-800-566-7499

Solemnity: March 19
Patronage: universal Church, families, fathers,
expectant women, workers, craftsmen, happy
death, travelers, immigrants, house sellers and
buyers
DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO
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mentioned,” Father Gasnier said Winkler, also an adoptive father. “He
wrote. “No words of his are had to learn how to lead.”
recorded.”
When the angel appeared to Joseph
It would be a mistake, however, to in a dream and told him to flee to Egypt
measure the greatness of the role Jesus’ and “remain there till I tell you” to escape
earthly father played in salvation history Herod, “he rose and took the child and his
“by the few allusions made to him in the mother by night, and departed to Egypt”
New Testament,” he clarified.
(Mt 2: 13-15).
“All the evangelical perfections, admi“(He must have been thinking) my
rably balanced” are found
mother-in-law’s going to
in St. Joseph.
kill me. I’m taking Mary
I do not
Paul Winkler, husband,
to Egypt, that at the time
father of four and founder
was a pretty nasty place,
remember
of Attollo, an apostolate ever having asked
fraught with dangers
that develops Catholic
along the way,” Winkler
business leaders in the anything of St. Joseph said. “But one, he listened
to God, and two, he trusted
faith, sees the quiet lead- that he did not grant
in the Lord.”
ership of St. Joseph in me, nor can I think
many of the principles he without wonder of
He always listened,
teaches.
always obeyed, Father
the graces God has
Gasnier wrote.
given me through his
ADJUST TO SETBACKS
“He did not know where
St. Joseph readily intercession, nor of
God would lead him; it was
accepted variables that the dangers of soul or
enough that God knew,” he
threw off his original plan. body from which he
shared. “He did not argue;
“Can you imagine the
he did not look back; he did
has delivered me.”
day before Mary got back?”
not object; he did not ask
ST. TERESA OF AVILA
Winkler said, reflecting
for explanation.”
on the Blessed Mother’s
The Blessed Mother
return from visiting her cousin Elizabeth. understood his role as well.
“He’s in love, he’s happily making a new
“She trusted in the Lord,” Winkler said,
home in anticipation of Mary coming “and trusted in her husband to provide
back, he’s making furniture (and think- and protect her.”
ing) ‘This is the best thing ever.’”
Then when she arrives home, he real- WALK THE WALK
izes she’s pregnant.
St. Joseph’s actions showed his charac“OK, now he needed to adjust the plan,” ter and strength as a humble leader.
Winkler said, a concept he teaches Attollo
In all the strange situations God placed
participants.
him in, he remained calm and silent,
As relayed in the Gospel of Matthew, according to Father Gasnier.
Joseph adjusted by resolving to divorce
“He knew the Father had confided a
Mary quietly. Then an angel appeared secret in trust to him…,” he wrote. “He did
and told him, “do not fear to take Mary not want anyone who saw him to think
your wife.”
him other than a simple workman trying
He asked no questions, it was enough to earn his daily bread.”
that his help had been asked, Father GasThat fidelity and humility is a model for
nier wrote.
Christian men.
“The angel opened up his mind in a
“The universal vocation—to know, love
dream that this was all part of the big and serve God—and the primary vocaplan, part of God’s plan,” Winkler said, tion of marriage, and even his secondary
“and he accepted it, he adjusted his plan vocation from 9 to 5 as a carpenter, he did
(again).”
them all perfectly,” Winkler said.
“What you see in St. Joseph is complete
“What a great man to emulate,” he
obedience,” he said, “and a love of God added. “It’s a brave thing to want to be
and a love for his spouse.”
like St. Joseph.”
PROVIDE AND PROTECT

PILGRIMAGES

“

Joseph, as a new husband and adoptive
father to Jesus, embraced his role as head
of the household.
“St. Joseph was the leader of his family,”
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The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the needs
of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable options
is at the heart of what we do.
With more than a 90 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley and Lloyd
Swint have assisted families with care and compassion.
Today, their experience, combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels,
is virtually unprecedented in serving the
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Around the Archdiocese

Growth, innovation top priorities for superintendent
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123 | julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

A

n educator who started his career
teaching at Bishop Machebeuf
High School 10 years ago is
making his way back to Denver to serve
as superintendent of the Archdiocese of
Denver Catholic Schools.
Kevin Kijewski, 33, a Michigan native
who taught economics, politics and
history at Bishop Machebeuf from
2005-2007 will officially begin as superintendent July 1. Kijewski (pronounced
Kiev-ski) will replace Richard Thompson
who retired at the end of February after
14 years in the position.
“I see a lot of opportunity here,” Kijewski told the Denver Catholic while visiting
the Mile High City Feb. 26 in advance of
moving here in June with his wife Ashley.
“The Archdiocese of Denver is known
for its Catholicity. Archbishop (Charles)
Chaput left it in great condition and
Archbishop (Samuel) Aquila has carried
that on.”
Kijewski is currently serving under
Archbishop Chaput, archbishop of
Denver 1997-2011, in the Archdiocese

 March 20-22
 March 24
 March 27-29
 April 2-5
 April 10-12
 April 17-19

Kevin Kijewski will take over as superintendent of Archdiocese of Denver
Catholic Schools July 1. PHOTO BY JULIE FILBY/DENVER CATHOLIC

of Philadelphia as associate superintendent of secondary schools. Philadelphia
has 17 high schools, educating some
14,000 secondary students. In the Archdiocese of Denver, he will head up 35
elementary schools and two high schools,

Vietnamese Retreat (Men & Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Women)
Easter Triduum Retreat (Men & Women)
Black Catholics’ Retreat (Men & Women)
Vietnamese Retreat (Men & Women)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

representing a student body of nearly
11,000.
“Kevin brings a fresh perspective and
great enthusiasm to our Catholic schools’
team,” said Father Randy Dollins, vicar
general and moderator of the curia. “Our
school system is facing some difficult
challenges. We were looking for someone
who could help us change the game.”
Kijewski said his number one priority will be growing the Catholic school
system in the archdiocese.
“Catholic schools are the premier
teaching center for the Church,” he said,
and “innovation, growth and leadership”
will be the three levers of his tenure.
Also among his priorities are specifically increasing the Hispanic enrollment
in schools, continued responsible fiscal
management, meeting the schools’ funding needs, and strategic investments and
philanthropy.
“We can do things in a brand new way,”
he said. “There is ‘no box’ anymore. We
have to expect a culture of growth.”
Archbishop Samuel Aquila agreed,

saying, “His vision for Catholic schools
is right in line with my vision.”
Catholic education exists to educate
children in the faith, Kijewski explained,
and to develop the whole person.
“The predominant reason (Catholic
schools exist) is to get kids to heaven,” he
said, “We’re not just a collection of buildings with crucifixes on the walls.”
They are “sacred places” that aim to
develop adults that raise families, and
succeed in rewarding careers.
He said his philosophy could be
summed up as “heaven first, Harvard
second and hoops a distance third.”
Kijewski originally landed at Bishop
Machebeuf in 2005 while participating in
the University of Notre Dame’s Alliance
for Catholic Education (ACE) program.
“I was the first ACE teacher here,” he
explained. “Now there are 49 ACE alums
in Denver schools, the third biggest group
of ACE alums.”
Through ACE, teachers and administrators serve in a select Catholic school
for two years, and during that time
complete a curriculum that results in a
master’s in education from Notre Dame.
While at Bishop Machebeuf, he prepared
an application that obtained the school a
place on the Catholic High School Honor
Roll, as well as named it among Denver’s
Top 15 High Schools as ranked by 5280
magazine.
Kijewski holds a doctor of jurisprudence degree from Michigan State
University and worked as an attorney
in the Detroit metro area for three years
before taking the position in Philadelphia in 2013. He previously served as the
dean of business administration and professor of economics at Baker College in
Allen Park, Mich., and taught economics,
politics and legal courses at Northwood
University and Lansing Community
College. He also holds a bachelor of art
degree in American history from the
University of Detroit and a master’s in
economics from Walsh College in Troy,
Mich.

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
Come for a day or week
Book your next event
with us

More than
just retreats…

• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

719-258-1600

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

www.eltesororetreat.org

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

for Tour or Reservations
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Opinions vary why state
divorce rate hit 10-year low
One expert say God is
still missing in unions
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

T

he divorce rate in Colorado hit a
new low.
Reports show divorce in the state
is at its lowest level in a decade, according
to state health department records.
The number of divorces per 1,000
residents hovered around 4.39 and 4.45
in 2004 to 2006. This number dropped
in 2013—the last year of available data
from the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment—to 4.08.
Analysts reacted to the news March 5
with hope and caution, as the picture of
modern-day marriage has appeared bleak
and laden with trials.
Matt Dalton, founder of the Marriage
Missionaries coaching ministry with his
wife, Mindy, said the decline in divorce is
likely because more couples are delaying
marriage.
“The divorce rate has fallen because
there are more people cohabitating than
there are people getting married,” he told
the Denver Catholic.
Statistically, the median age for marriages is 29 for men and 27 for women,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. In
the 1950s, men typically married at 23
and women at 20.
Couples are also delaying marriage to
later in life for pursuit of career, educational or monetary goals, Dalton said,
which leads to a detrimental view of marriage itself.
Metro State economics professor
Christina Huber told Colorado Public
Radio (CPR) that financial stability and
higher education levels are a better predictor of marital success. And Colorado
has a high rate of college-educated people.

PHOTO BY WAVEBREAKMEDIAMICRO/DPC

“So they’re more educated, they’re
maybe more financially stable,” Huber
reported told CPR. “Money is a huge
stressor in a marriage.”
But Dalton countered that this is a
secular view on marriage success that
disregards the third person that should
be involved in a union—God.
“Money is a huge factor but it’s not the
only,” he commented.
It takes two to tango, Dalton said, but
three to get married—the couple and
Christ.
This means putting God’s plan for
marriage before a couple’s own plan, one
that will lead to true martial success and
a drop in divorces.
“I think every couple signs up, goes to
the altar and gets married in hopes that
it will last if it works the way they plan,”
Dalton said. “Therein lies the problem.”
When reasons for marriage revolve
around waiting for a successful career
or reaching a monetary goal, marriage
becomes only a goal or object, rather than
a vocational calling.
“When we base it on materials things …
it’s only a matter of time before we realize we’re spiritually divorced,” Dalton
said. “When it’s about something deeper,
that is how we’re made in the image
and likeness of God and our dignity—
now it’s much deeper. It’s much more
meaningful.”
Couples who run after worldly goals
become empty and so does their relationships, he said.
“We need to live out God’s plan (for
marriage) not our own,” Dalton said.

Chile’s president Michelle Bachele, right, poses with Valentina Maureira, a
14-year-old who requested physician-assisted suicide. PHOTO PROVIDED BY LIFENEWS.COM

Chile government refuses
girl’s suicide aid request
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

L

ocal doctor and mother Michelle
Stanford responded to the news
of 14-year-old Chilean Valentina
Maureira’s request for assisted suicide
calling it “saddening.”
“I think compassion is caring, not killing. Caring for them is trying to be with
them in their suffering,” said Stanford, a
Catholic who runs Centennial Pediatrics
clinic. “It’s not easy to suffer, it’s not easy
to be in pain and have a chronic disease.”
The girl’s request came over a video in
which she asked for an end to her battle
with cystic fibrosis.
Compassion should be the first
response to the suffering and ill, but
Stanford said often what’s needed is care
for both the illness and its emotional and

psychological impacts.
“For her and many people in this type
of position, they are often facing depression,” Stanford said. “If you treat them for
depression they don’t want to end their
life anymore. That would be my experience with patients.”
Often those requesting aid in dying are
seeking a way to control something that
is out of their control, she said. However,
the need for control should be met with
care and not succumbing to suicide.
Stanford said Catholics must remain
vigilant about the true meaning of compassion as the topic of physician-assisted
suicide continues across the world and
locally in Colorado. Lawmakers recently
defeated a bill that would have allowed
physician-assisted suicide for the terminally ill in the state. Experts expect the
issues to resurrect next session.

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays
British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece / Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

Emergency Response System
Keeping her connected - Safe at home
•
•
•

Limited time offer at pa
pparticipating
rticipatingg locations.
TM & © 2015 Arby’s IP Holder Trust

Immediate Help at the Touch of a Button. Professionally monitored 24/7.
Feel Secure and Confident Living Alone
Affordable, Simple and Convenient
Colorado Owned & Operated

303-770-2227

www.goldeaglesystems.com
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Throuples that
are monogamish

And other consequences of same-sex ‘marriage’
i

BY ROXANNE KING

I

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

f marriage were to be redefined, what
could really go wrong?
A lot, warns Ryan T. Anderson, who
researches and writes about marriage and
religious liberty as the William E. Simon
Fellow at The Heritage Foundation.
Anderson, who co-authored the acclaimed book
“What Is Marriage? Man
and Woman: A Defense,”
with
will speak March 19 at
the Aquinas Institute
RYAN T.
for Catholic Thought
ANDERSON
in Boulder on the topic
“Redefining Marriage:
Why It Matters.”
In this interview with Denver Catholic, Anderson discuss the consequences
of the movement to redefine marriage,
which range from an increased number
of absentee dads, to the closing of faithbased adoption agencies, to the rise of a
multitude of “marriage” arrangements.

Who: Ryan T. Anderson speaks on
“Redefining Marriage: Why it Matters”
When: 7 p.m. March 19
Where: Engineering Building 265
CU-Boulder Campus
Info: call 303-443-8383 or email
brianna.lawson@thomascenter.org

Q&A

Q: This spring the Supreme Court
will rule on the constitutionality of
state marriage laws, what is the key
question they face with this issue?
A: The overarching question before the
Supreme Court is not whether a male-female marriage policy is the best, but only
whether it is allowed by the U.S. Constitution. The question is not whether
government recognized same-sex marriage is good or bad policy, only whether
it is required by the U.S. Constitution.
Those suing to overturn state marriage
laws have to prove that the man-woman
marriage policy that has existed in the
United States throughout our entire
history is prohibited by the U.S. Constitution. And the only way someone could
succeed in such an argument is to adopt a
view of marriage that sees it as an essentially genderless institution based only on
the emotional needs of adults, and then
declare that the U.S. Constitution requires
that the states (re)define marriage in such
a way. Equal protection alone isn’t enough.
To strike down marriage laws, the court
would need to say that the vision of marriage, our law has long applied equally,
is just wrong—that the Constitution
requires a different vision entirely.
But the U.S. Constitution is silent on
what marriage is or what policy goals the
states should design it to serve.

AQUINAS INSTITUTE LECTURE

An upcoming lecture will address the consequences of the movement to
redefine marriage. PHOTO BY IHOR PUKHNATYY

Q: Why does marriage matter for
public policy?
A: Marriage is about attaching a man
and a woman to each other as husband
and wife to be father and mother to any
children their sexual union may produce.
When a baby is born, there is always a
mother nearby: That is a fact of biology.
The policy question is whether a father
will be close by, and, if so, for how long.
Marriage increases the odds that a man
will be committed to both the children
that he helps create and to the woman
with whom he does so. The man-woman
definition of marriage reinforces the
idea—the social norm—that a man should
be so committed.
The man-woman definition, moreover,
is based on the anthropological truth
that men and women are distinct and
complementary, the biological fact that
reproduction depends on a man and a
woman, and the social reality that children deserve a mother and a father.
Q: What are the consequences of
redefining marriage?
A: First, it fundamentally reorients
the institution of marriage away from
the needs of children toward the desires
of adults. It no longer makes marriage
about ensuring the type of family life that
is ideal for kids; it makes it more about
adult romance. If one of the biggest social

problems we face right now in the United
States is absentee dads, how will we
insist that fathers are essential when the
law redefines marriage to make fathers
optional?
Second, if you redefine marriage, so
as to say that the male-female aspect is
irrational and arbitrary, what principle
for policy and for law will retain the other
three historic components of marriage?
In the United States, it’s always been a
monogamous union, a sexually exclusive
union, and a permanent union. We’ve
already seen new words created—throuple, wedlease, monogamish—to challenge
each and every one of those items.
Third, I’ll mention liberty concerns,
religious liberty concerns in particular.
After Massachusetts, Illinois and Washington, D.C., either passed a civil union
law or redefined marriage, Christian
adoption agencies were forced to stop
serving some of the neediest children in
America: orphans. These agencies said
they had no problem with same-sex couples adopting from other agencies, but
that they wanted to place the children in
their care with a married mom and dad.
They had a religious liberty interest, and
they had social science evidence that suggests that children do best with a married
mom and dad. And yet in all three jurisdictions, they were told they could not do
that.

Q: How do we best advance the cause
of marriage as the union of a man and
a woman, and what can people do to
protect the traditional understanding
of marriage as being between a man
and a woman?
A: First, live out the truth. Long before
there was a debate about same-sex anything, far too many heterosexuals bought
into a liberal ideology about sexuality
that makes a mess of marriage: Cohabitation, no-fault divorce, extramarital sex,
nonmarital childbearing, massive consumption of pornography and the hook-up
culture all contributed to the breakdown
of the marriage culture. At one point in
American life, virtually every child was
given the great gift of being raised to adulthood by the man and the woman who gave
them life. Today, that number is under 50
percent in many communities.
Second, protect religious liberty. When
he “evolved” on marriage last year, President Barack Obama insisted that the
debate about marriage was a legitimate
one, that there were reasonable people
of good will on both sides. But, government has not respected these Americans.
For example, Christian adoption agencies have already been forced out of the
work of serving children because of their
beliefs about marriage. Americans should
insist that government not discriminate
against those who hold to the historical
definition of marriage.
Third, make the public argument.
Americans need to redouble their efforts
at explaining what marriage is, why marriage matters, and what the consequences
are of redefining marriage. Defenders of
marriage need to frame their messages,
strengthen coalitions, devise strategies,
and bear witness. They should develop
and multiply artistic, pastoral and reasoned defenses of the conjugal view as the
truth about marriage, and to make ever
plainer the policy reasons for enacting it.
The left wants to insist that the redefinition of marriage is “inevitable.” The
only way to guarantee a political loss,
however, is to sit idly by.
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Who would care for you?

Pope shares best
way to spend extra
5 minutes a day

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

T

uning into Christ’s message
doesn’t require reaching for the
TV remote. Instead, Pope Francis said faithful can hear Christ speak to
them through the Gospel.
“On what TV channel does Jesus
speak? He speaks to you in the Gospel,”
he told a crowd Feb. 8 at St. Michael the
Archangel Parish in Rome. “And this is
a habit that we still do not have: to go to
seek the Word of Jesus in the Gospel.”
Carry a pocket Bible, the pontiff said,
and the voice of Christ will become
clearer.
“Five minutes, 10 minutes, when I am
travelling, or when I must wait … I take
the Gospel from my pocket or my bag and
read something, or I do so at home,” the
pope said. “And Jesus speaks to me.”
A reflection may follow the reading of
a passage and listening to see if it speaks
to the reader.
“I know people who always carry it and,
when they have a little time, they open it,
and thus always find the right word for
the moment they are living,” Pope Francis said.
The pocket Bibles the pope referred to
are widely available. Refer to the accompanying list for more details.

Long Term Care Insurance not only provides expanded care options, it
provides loved ones the ability to maintain their quality of life.

Protecting Your
Future...Today

Jim Chevarria
Chevarria Insurance Group
2014 Best Businesses of Lakewood Award
www.chevarriainsurancegroup.com

Call (303) 955-6837 for a no-risk consultation.

Last year 9,000 older Coloradoans
were hospitalized due to falls
Pope Francis said tuning into Christ’s word can be done in the spare moments
of one’s day by carrying a pocket Bible. PHOTO BY MAGDALENA KUCOVA/DPC
BY NISSA LAPOINT

If you needed long term care who would be your
caregiver? Your Spouse? Your Children?

Pocket Gospels and
Acts of the Apostles
(NAB) by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic
Bishops
Online: USCCB.org
New Testament and
Psalms (Revised
Standard, 2nd Ed.) by
Ignatius Press
Online: Ignatius.com

New Testament
(Confraternity Pocket
Edition, 1941) by Saint
Benedict Press
Online: Benedictpress.
com
St. Joseph New
Testament Vest
Pocket Edition (NAB)
Online: CatholicBook
Publishing.com

Mention
Denver
Catholic
for
Best Prices!

Save your
Loved Ones
from
Dangerous
Gutter Cleaning

50

Up To

%

OFF*

Labor & Materials!
Offer expires 3/20/15

America’s #1 Choice for Gutter Protection.*
With 35 years experience and over 1 Million satisfied customers nationally,
Gutter Helmet ® remains the #1 gutter protection system.

*Owner operator and proud REGIS UNIVERSITY GRADUATE Karl
Scheib says “We hope we can help protect your home and family too!”

OF GREATER DENVER AND NORTHERN COLORADO

Over 2 MILLION FEET INSTALLED IN COLORADO!

SERVING COLORADO FOR 13 YEARS!
FREE In-Home Estimate!

The New American
Bible, Revised Edition
(NABRE) Compact
Edition by Oxford
University Press
Online: CatholicBible
Store.com

Available at time of estimate only!
*Maximum available discount 50% Off 3/1/15 rate card.
Call for details. Offer expires 3/20/15. *Based on a 2014 study.

METRO 303-816-3555
NORTHERN 970-300-5103
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Communion and Liberation
marks 60 years with local,
universal shepherds
BY KARNA SWANSON

M

303-715-3230
karna.swanson@archden.org
www.twitter.com/KarnaSwanson

embers of the Communion and
Liberation movement gathered
both here in Denver and in Rome
with their shepherd to mark the 60th anniversary of the movement’s founding, and
the 10th anniversary of the death of its
founder, Msgr. Luigi Giussani (1922-2005).
An estimated 80,000 gathered March 7
in St. Peter’s Square with Pope Francis, who
told movement members that “the way of
the Church is that of going abroad in order
to seek out those who are far off, in the
peripheries, to serve Jesus in every person

Antonio
Peccia
President

A&M Steel, Inc.

Structural Steel Fabricator
2651 E. 79th Ave. Denver, CO 80229

303.287.4480
www.a-msteelinc.com

who is marginalized, abandoned, without
faith, disappointed with the Church, a prisoner of his or her own selfishness.”
The night before in Denver, Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila celebrated Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception with some 70 local members
of Communion and Liberation.
Jonathan Ghaly, a member of Communion and Liberation and real estate agent,
wrote in an email to Denver Catholic that the
presence of the archbishop with the movement was “a great sign of affection to us.”
“In his homily,” Ghaly continued, “Archbishop Aquila referred many times back
to the core of Father Giussani’s own life
and experience: that only in communion
with Christ and his followers is authentic

Members of the Communion and Liberation movement at a reception with
Archbishop Samuel Aquila March 6. PHOTO BY EMILY MARSOLEK

liberation found.”
The Mass was followed by a dinner
reception which included three testimonials from members, and some songs.
Communion and Liberation states on
its website that it is “a movement in the
Church which has the purpose of forming its members in Christianity in order
to make them coworkers in the Church’s
mission in all areas of society.”
The movement began in 1954 when
Father Luigi Giussani began a group in Italy

Happy
St. Patrick’s Day
THE EGAN
PRINTING COMPANY
Good Printing for over 124 Years

Your source for quality
four color offset printing
and quality digital printing

BRIAN EGAN
Owner and Irishman • Master ASE Certified Mechanic
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3937 So. Lipan St., Englewood, CO 80110
720-519-0032 • Thehonestmechaniccolorado.com

May the mist of Irish
magic shorten every road...
And may all your friends
remember all the favors
you are owed!

(303) 755-5211
Over 60 styles of fence designs!
69 Years • Family Owned.
Call for a FREE personal presentation.

DR. ROBERT SPRINGS, M.D.

Luck O’the Irish

Family Practice
4120 Federal Blvd. • 303-455-4761

Full
Service
Wash!
$8.99
and up

Stephanie Christopher, PA-C
Kelli Clair, PA-C
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Family Practice
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called Student Youth. The name Communion and Liberation first appeared in 1969.
“This name brings together the conviction that the Christian event, lived
in communion, is the foundation of man’s
authentic liberation,” the movement states.
Communion and Liberation is present
today in some 80 countries, and is led by
Father Julián Carrón. Locally, the movement is led by Father Michael Carvill, who
is pastor of Nativity of Our Lord Parish in
Broomfield.

Est. 1970
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Bulletin Board
and annual dues. Details:
303-757-3282

MARCH

14 Catholic Scouting
Committee

8:30 a.m.-10 a.m., St.
John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
free. Monthly meeting
of the Denver Catholic
Committee on Scouting.
Details: 720-981-3155 or
www.archden-dccs.org

14 Endow Lenten
Retreat

19 Foster Parent Info
Night

7 p.m.-8 p.m., St. Francis
Cabrini Church, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton,
free. Learn how to help
children by becoming
an adoptive and foster
parent. Details: 303742-0828 or cgarcia@
ccdenver.org

The
Aquinas
MAR Institute
for Catholic
Thought will host
a lecture on
“Redefining
Marriage: Why it
Matters” 7 p.m.
March 19 in Engineering Building
265 on the University of
Colorado at
Boulder campus.
No cost. Contact
303-433-8383 or
visit www.thomas
center.org.

19

ters of St. Francis home,
5314 N. Columbine
Road, Denver, donation.
Find ways to nurture
your faith during Lent.
RSVP by March 16: 303458-6270 or donnak@
franciscanway.org

PHOTO PROVIDED

Concert
23 Organ
7 p.m., Cathedal

Cathedral High
19 Alumni Luncheon

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver, donation. Organ musician
from Austria to perform.
Details: 970-213-9257

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Lakewood Elks, 1455
Newland St., Lakewood,
$15. Social hour, lunch

SAINT PATRICK

Inquiry
24 7Faith
p.m.-8:30 p.m.,

basement of St. Dominic Parish, 3005 W.
29th Ave., Denver, free.
Questions and discussion to explore the
Catholic faith. Details:

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

D Q R Y R A N O
I

Boulder lecture to analyze
same-sex marriage

Retreat
21 10
a.m.-3 p.m., Sis-

8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., in
Bonfils Hall at St. John
Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
$35. Explore suffering
and how Christ gives it
meaning and purpose.
Details: 720-382-7125 or
emily.espinola@endow
groups.org

N
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I
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MARCH
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PATRON SAINT
PIOUS

T V P O
I

V B E
PREACHING
SCOTLAND
SHAMROCK
SLAVE
TRINITY

ACROSS
1	Paul
preached
in _ _ _
Minor
5	Eight singers
10	“Do not
put the
Lord your
God to the
_ _ _” (Lk
4:12)
14	They take
solemn
vows
15	Her tomb
was the
first thing
bought in
the Bible
16	In this
spot, to
Gottfried
17	One of
seven of
the Holy
Spirit
18	Join
19	Second
word of
a Latin
hymn
20	Raison
d’_ _ _
21	Where
the altar is
located
22	Soaks, as
flax
23	Having
knowledge
26	South
American
Indian
27	Make a
member of
the Church
32	Ship

303-455-3613 or info@
stdominicdenver.org

young professionals
ages 20-39 for the
Young Catholic Professionals Denver chapter’s
first happy hour. Details:
info@ycpdenver.org or
sylvia.smith@ycpdenver.
org

25 Christopher West
Talk

5:45 p.m.-7 p.m., St.
Mary Church, 533 E.
Main St., Aspen, free.
Speaker will talk on
“God, Sex and the
Universal Longing.”
Reception to follow.
Details: 970-925-7339 or
peter@stmaryaspen.org

for Unborn
25 7Mass
p.m., Holy

Cross Church, 9371
Wigham St., Thornton. Mass offered for
unborn children. Details:
720-280-3425

Bible History Class
24 Young Professionals 26 7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.,
Happy Hour
basement of St. Dom-

7 p.m.-9 p.m., Punch
Bowl Social, 65 Broadway, Denver, free. Join
1

2

3

4

5

6

inic Parish, 2901 Grove
St., Denver, free. Details:

7
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10
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15

16

17

18

19
21

20
23

24

33

27

28

35

37

38

41

42

39

54

30

31

50

51

40
43

44

47

46

53

29
36

48
52

13

25

34

45

12

22

26
32

11

55

56

49

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

35	 Holy _ _ _
36	Soissons
salt
37	OT prophetic
book
38 Tribe of
Israel
40 Edges
41	SS supplement
42	Acknowledgement
of debt
43	Patron
saint of
jewelers
45 Portable
lamp

47 Thrust
with a
knife
48	The
people of
Abraham
52	“…the
greatest
of these
is _ _ _” (I
Cor 13:13)
55	“…now
and at the
_ _ _ of
our death.
Amen”
58	West Indian tree
59	Attention
getter

60	Patriarch
respite,
perhaps
62	“Truly,
I say to
you, this
very night,
before
the cock
crows, you
will _ _ _
me three
times.” (Mt
26:34)
63	One of
Columbus’
ships
64	Pool worker

65	Hershisher of the
diamond
66	Murder
67	Hurled
68	Going well
DOWN
1	One of the
seraphim
or cherubim, for
example
2	Connected
series of
rooms
3	Below
4	Starlike
symbol
5	Ursuline order letters

303-455-3613 or info@
stdominicdenver.org

28 Senior Citizens’
Prom

7 p.m.-9:30 p.m., in the
Hutchison Field House
on the Mullen High
School campus, 3601
S. Lowell Blvd., Denver,
free. Seniors invited to
roaring 20s-themed
prom with music. RSVP
by March 18: 720-3442997 or familyoswald@
msn.com
APRIL

17 Retrouvaille
Through April

19, at a hotel in Denver
near the Denver International Airport, $200
deposit plus donation.
Confidential weekend
retreat to help married
couples through difficult
times. Register: www.
helpourmarriage.com
Details: 303-317-5111 or
dialov1282@gmail.com

6	North
American
country
with approximately 40%
Catholic
population
7	Journey
8	Sign
outside
a greasy
spoon
9	“O Mary!
we crown
_ _ _ with
blossoms
today”
10	“Blessed
are those
who hunger and
_ _ _ for
righteousness…” (Mt
5:6)
11	Island
converted
in the 5th
century
12	Center of
power
13	Very, in
Versailles
24	Wind dir.
25	Cream
cake
27	Line of a
sort
28	Charge
with gas
29	 “_ _ _
something
I said?”
30	OT prophetic
book
31	Actress
Lancaster

32	Veronica’s
covering
33	Book after
Chronicles
34	Catholic
actor Connery
35	Moo _ _ _
pork
39	_ _ _ of
Man
40	The
Diocese
of Corner
Brook and
___
44	Chatter
46	C atholic
poet/
essayist
John Samuel _ _ _
47	Holy place
49	Acapulco
year opener
50	Fermented
grape
juices
51	Cunningly
52	Promised
___
53	The Diocese of
Youngstown is
found here
54	_ _ _, vidi,
vici
55	Communion wafer
56	Pledge
57	Addict
61	Birds of
the air
don’t do
this (Mt
6:26)
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Shout Outs

Light’s still on
A Shout Out to all the priests who participated in the Light is ON for You
campaign throughout the archdiocese
March 5. Catholics all over northern
Colorado were able to reconcile with
the Lord through the sacrament of confession that night. Thank you, fathers,
for listening—and for the graces—over
three solid hours! Did you miss Light
is ON for You? No worries, priests hear
confessions everyday here in the Archdiocese of Denver. Check with your
local parish, or archden.org/lent-2015,
for times. Or, for a more customized
experience, make an appointment with
a priest!

You see, if we just work
together

A powerful trio

Marriage needs your prayers
It’s official, marriage goes to the Supreme Court April 28, and on that day the
court will hear 90 minutes of oral arguments from each side. The media has
already decided this one. Proponents of the man-woman union are virtually
ignored. Four hundred powerful companies just filed a friend of the court
brief pushing the court to support gay “marriage,” and the U.S. Justice Department did the same with a brief that calls the vision of marriage as between
one man and one woman as an “unduly cramped view of marriage.” This is
big, people. Pray like it depends on you. The final decision should come out in
June. PHOTO BY JEFFREY BRUNO

How good is your
sandwich?
In a groundbreaking collaboration, the
editorial boards of the National Catholic
Register, the National Catholic Reporter,
Our Sunday Visitor and America magazine joined in opposition to the death
penalty by publishing strong statement
opposing capital punishment March 5.
The editorials came out as the Supreme
Court prepares to hear arguments in a
case out of Oklahoma that challenges
the most widely used lethal injection
protocol as being cruel and unusual
punishment. St. Francis de Sales, patron
saint of journalists, must be proud. PHOTO
BY GEORGE COUROS/FLICKR
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Thanks to FOCUS we can all rest easier
this Lent knowing exactly where to find
the best fast food fish sandwiches on
Fridays. While we’re not going to tell
you who ranked where, we will tell you
that the process was very scientific and
objective. Each sandwich was individually reviewed by four tasters who scored
them based on appearance, taste and
overall quality on a scale of 1 (bad) to 5
(excellent) fish heads. Check out their
ranking at focus.org/fastfish. PHOTO BY
FOCUS
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7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Francisco Ramirez
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SUNDAY, MARCH 29

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MARCH 15

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, to be announced

This week we gave a lot of attention
to St. Patrick and St. Joseph, whose
feast days are March 17 and March
19, respectively. Which begged the
question, whose feast do we celebrate
March 18? Why, it’s the dear friend of
catechumens, St. Cyril of Jerusalem
(315-386), who would tell those preparing to enter into the Church: “Make
your fold with the sheep; flee from the
wolves: depart not from the Church.”
Cyril was a deacon, priest and eventually the bishop of Jerusalem. He was
wrongly exiled for accusations made
against him that he stole from the poor,
but really his enemies were just tired
of him preaching the truth. He is one of
the Church fathers, and a doctor of the
Church. There you have it, a powerful
saintly trio: Patrick, Cyril and Joseph,
pray for us! PHOTO BY WIKIPEDIA

NBC continues the Bible
We have a lot of TV to watch on Easter
Sunday. CNN will be concluding their
“Finding Jesus” series, and NBC is
launching that same night “A.D. The
Bible Continues.” The series picks up
where “The Bible” series left off, and
coincidentally, where CNN’s “Finding
Jesus” will leave off, which is what
happens after Christ’s Resurrection.
The series is executive produced by
Roma Downey and Mark Burnett. As an
added bonus, Sophia Institute Press
is publishing this month a “Catholic
Viewer’s Guide” and a book by Mike
Aquilina titled “A.D.—Ministers &
Martyrs: The Ultimate Catholic
Guide to the Apostolic Age.” Both
resources should help all of us learn
more about the first years of the
Church, and are available at
www.sophiaInstitute.com/AD. PHOTO
PROVIDED

Tigers make their case
Holy Family High School’s mock trial
team is headed to the state tournament
in Colorado Springs March 20-21 to
debate their way to the championship.
The entire team of Tigers qualified for
regionals and members were awarded
for best attorney—Brittany Head, Shaneann Fross and Brittany Vargas—or
best witness—Kylie Prymak, Sierra
Flores, Ben Jaros, Cullen Green and
Luke Napierkowski. Two of the three
teams advanced to the tournament and
will compete under the direction of
their coaches.
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TRAVEL

DENTIST

HOME HEALTH CARE

PAINTING

ROOFING, cont’d

HELP WANTED

KNIGHTS & FRIENDS TOUR

ALL DENTURE DENTAL CLINIC

HOME HEALTH CARE & HOSPICE LPN

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned

See ad, below

Having a denture problem?
Immediate service on REPAIRS &
RELINES. 303-778-7707
1-800-NEWDENTURE
www.dentureguru.com

Experienced home healthcare and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment, Monday
through Friday in SW Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009

$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
COORDINATOR - St. Francis of Assisi

HOUSE CLEANING

PLUMBING

and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

ESTELLA’S CLEANING SERVICE

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

PRAYERS
THANK YOU
In gratitude to St. Jude, the Holy Trinity
and the Holy Family for prayers
answered. - P.S.

ELECTRICAL

THANK YOU

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

Thank you to St. Jude for answering
prayers and to the Trinity, Mary, St. Joseph,
St. Anthony, St. Theresa, St. Ambrose, St.
John Paul II, St. Anne, and all those who
prayed for me. - S.V.

THANK YOU
Thank you Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
St. Jude and St. Anthony for prayers
answered. -C.L.

THANK YOU
Thank you, St. Jude for favors
granted. -R.C.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY; LET US DO THE WORK. Lic/
Bond/Ins. 720-227-5564

Immaculate & detailed, to your specifications. Special projects okay. Dependable.
Excellent local references. SHJ parishioner.
Boulder area. Call Patty at 303-441-9141

INSURANCE

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

SMALL JOBS OR BIG JOBS

ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY
New Roof? Great rates!
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
www.elkhornagency.com
Members - St Michael’s 30 years

ATTORNEY

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

LAWYER

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

SILVER CROSS

Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

CAR DONATION

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION
30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS
Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR Repairs are all I do! Wind

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

MAINTENANCE /SECURITY POSITION

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

St. Pius X seeks a Maintenance & Security
worker part-time (20-22 hrs/wk) for
W/Th/F, 2 hrs. on Sat. & 8 hrs. on Sun.
Please send resume and hourly rate
requirement to jobs@stpiusxparish.org.
Closing date is March 20th.

TREE SERVICE

CALL FOR WINTER DISCOUNTS!
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing and
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898

service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, PRE-K - 8th
Good Shepherd School, Denver. Applicant
must be practicing Roman Catholic, have
a Master’s degree with at least 20 hrs. in
educational admin., and a minimum of
5 yrs. experience teaching in a Catholic
school. Administration experience
desired. For a full job description, visit
www. goodshepherddenver.org. Call Office
of Catholic Schools at 303-715-3200 for an
application packet.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS

ARTISAN ITEMS FOR
SALE
CRAFT-E-Q ENTERPRISES, LLC
Doll clothes & accessories to fit American
Girl size dolls, Christmas napkins, Nursing
Cover-ups & much more!! Visit our website
at Crafteq.org

St. Mary Catholic School is hiring
substitute teachers for all grades (K-8).
Candidates must have a current teaching
or substitute license, pass a background
check, and complete the Safe Environment
Training upon hire. For more information
contact Kathy at 303-798-2375 or email
kboscia@stmarylittleton.org.

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
720-209-4589

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

KNIGHTS & FRIENDS

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

ROOFING

Doing business in Colorado for over
25 years. Plumbing, electric, flooring,
painting, etc. References. Free estimates!
Insured & bonded. Call Jay at 720-841-8585

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

M D K REMODELING

PMJ HOUSE CLEANING

HANDYMAN

CEMETERY FOR SALE
Two side-by-side grave sites, Sect. 22,
Block 4, Lot 8, Graves 9 & 10; lovely older
area. Asking $3,150 ea. incl. transfer fee.
Call Dennis at 303-367-1100.

Ten years experience. Licensed and
bonded. Weekly and biweekly thorough
cleaning. References available. Free
estimate. Please call 303-514-9719

in Longmont seeks full-time Adult Faith
Formation Coordinator. Interested applicants please go to www.sfassisi.org for job
description and requirements.

are going to

PERU IN OCTOBER!!

Eleven day tour includes Machu Picchu, Sacred
Valley, Lima, Cusco and Lake Titicaca.
Includes all intra-tour air and round-trip air from Denver.
**SPACE LIMITED TO 20 TRAVELERS!**

Call Dick for information and a brochure at 303-794-5459
or email: danddsaz@yahoo.com

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF JOAN K. SELNER, DECEASED
Case Number 2015PR30242
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to the
Personal Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before July 14, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

Personal Representative: Mary Beth Selner O’Hagan
c/o Kevin P. McAtee, Esq.
Campbell Killin Brittan & Ray LLC
270 St. Paul Street, Suite 200, Denver, Colorado 80206
Publish: Denver Catholic
March 14, March 21, March 28, 2015

68 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Keeping Catholic schools Catholic

T

here seems to be some dispute as
to whether the original Trotskyite—that would be, um, Leon
Trotsky—ever said, “You may not be interested in the dialectic but the dialectic is
interested
in you.”
GEORGE One quoWEIGEL tation-archaeologist,
digging
The Catholic Diﬀerence
deeply,claims
to have
George Weigel is a
found the
distinguished senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy
origins of
Center in Washington, D.C.
Trotsky’s
alleged
bon mot in that unforgettable treatise,
“Petty-Bourgeois Moralists and the Proletarian Party;” but, while this is Lent,
excavating such rocky soil and farther
would transform penance into masochism. So let’s just assume that Trotsky, as a
good dialectical materialist, believed that
there was no escape from history as it was
being driven by “the dialectic.”
Or, to put it less dialectically-materialistically, you can’t duck some fights,
try as you may.
Like, for example, the intensification
of the culture war that will follow the

Supreme Court’s anticipated discovery
that the 39th Congress, passing the
14th amendment to the Constitution in
1866, included within the amendment’s
guarantees a “right” to so-called “samesex marriage.” Pressures flowing from
that judicial fantasy will make it clear,
save to the willfully blind, that while
you might not be interested in the culture war, the culture war is interested
in you—and it isn’t going to leave you
in peace until you surrender, or until
America regains its senses and rejects
what Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger dubbed
the “dictatorship of relativism.”
This has been the issue in the U.S.
bishops’ contest with the Obama administration over the HHS contraceptive/
abortifacient mandate in Obamacare:
Will Catholic institutions and Catholic employers be able to conduct their
affairs according to the Church’s settled
convictions, protected by the robust
definition of religious freedom contained in the 1993 Religious Freedom
Restoration Act? Or will the government
attempt to coerce those institutions
and businesses into becoming de facto
extensions of the state insofar as the
delivery of certain “reproductive health
services” is concerned? That question of

identity, or integrity-in-mission, will be
the issue in other culture-war assaults
on Catholic life; one of the next lines of
battle involves employment practices
in Catholic schools. Will the Church be
allowed to staff its schools with teachers
who teach and live what the Catholic
Church believes and teaches, hiring those
who meet those criteria and declining to
employ those who don’t? Or will the state
try to coerce Catholic schools to employ
teaching staff according to other criteria?
This is going to be a nasty fight, given
that “tolerance” has become the all-purpose bludgeon with which the sexual
revolution, in all its manifestations,
beats its adversaries into submission
or drives them into catacombs. All
the more reason, then, to be grateful
for the courageous leadership shown
by Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone,
whose San Francisco archdiocese is
arguably ground zero of the culture war
that cannot be avoided—and that must
be fought if Catholic institutions are to
remain free to be themselves.
You can read Archbishop Cordileone’s
extraordinary address to a convocation
of Catholic high schools teachers Feb.
6 by going to the San Francisco archdiocesan website (www.sfarchdiocese.

org) and navigating from the home page
to the archbishop’s speeches via the
“archbishop” tab. There, in Archbishop
Cordileone’s convocation remarks, you
will find a magnificent explanation of
what Catholic schools do—and why what
Catholic schools do is important for the
young people they serve and for society.
The address is a basic lesson in virtue
ethics, a moving testimony to growth in
virtue as the true index of human accomplishment, and a powerful compliment to
teachers as animators of virtue.
Animating virtue is tough work and it
requires everyone staying on-mission.
Thus Archbishop Cordileone is asking
that those who teach in the archdiocesan high schools not speak against
settled teachings of the Catholic Church
in their classrooms, and not act publicly
in ways that contradict the Church’s settled convictions.
Such a requirement would have been
thought unexceptionable in the past.
Stating it today puts Archbishop Cordileone squarely in the crosshairs of
the increasingly intolerant Tolerance
Police. More power to him for understanding that, like it or not, the culture
war is interested in you—and responding is an evangelical imperative.

Get out of your head, put your eyes in him

I

n the Gospel for the Fourth Sunday
of Lent, John 3:14-21, Jesus
describes his saving work with a
rather strange comparison: he compares
himself to a symbolic bronze snake!
Jesus was referring to an event in
the Old Testament (Numbers 21:4-9).
During their journey from Egypt to the
Holy Land, God’s people were aﬄicted
with deadly snake bites. No fun. God
told Moses the cure. He was to make
a bronze serpent, set it on a pole, and
anyone who’d been bitten who looked
at the sculpture would be healed. That
symbol of death became the source of
life for people dying from venomous
snake bites.
This event was a foreshadowing of
what Jesus would do for us on the cross,
and how he’d save us from the “venom”
of sin. On the cross, Jesus became the
image of just how painful and ugly our
sin, death and brokenness is. At the
same time, he made the cross the sign
of life. And we find our healing by fixing
our eyes on him.
Our gut instinct when we encounter
some sin, suffering or dysfunction in
our own lives is to look within ourselves
for the answer. We seem to have an endless dialogue with that “voice” in our
heads about our problems. But while

some degree of self-reflection is good,
the Israelites didn’t find healing by staring at their snake bites, and we won’t
find the answer to our problems by
an endless dwelling on self or circumstance. We find it in Jesus.
In the
words of St.
Pope John
CHRIS
STEFANICK Paul II,
“When you
wonder
about the
The Way
mystery
Chris Stefanick is the
of yourpresident of Real Life Catholic.
self, look
Throughout Lent Chris will
oﬀer a series of steps to
to Christ,
achieve a deeper relationship
who gives
with Jesus.
you the
meaning of life. When you wonder what
it means to be a mature person, look to
Christ, who is the fullness of humanity. And when you wonder about your
role in the future of the world look to
Christ.”
But how do we get out of our heads
and look to Christ? What’s that even
mean? I have two ideas for you:
When you pray, start with worship.
Sometimes when you pray, you tend
to focus on lifting up all of the things
you need to God. I know you do this,

1

because I do it too. But if that’s the foundation of how you interact with God, you
might end up more stressed than when
you started because you sat in the presence of your problems and forgot the
greatness of God. Praise turns us outside
of ourselves and puts our eyes on him
first. Praise and worship isn’t complex.
Try reciting the Gloria from Mass, or
your favorite worship song to God. Or
simply spend a minute in prayer breathing in “Lord Jesus Christ” and breathing
out “I praise you for your glory!”
Serve someone in need. On some
mystical level, Jesus is in them
(check out Matthew 25:34-40).
Sometimes the best thing you can do to
fix your own unhappiness is focus on the
needs of people around you. It isn’t hard
to find opportunities to help the materially poor (and it’s worth noting that
Jesus warned us about the fires of hell in
connection to a failure to help the poor
more than anything else!). It might just
open your eyes to the needs all around
you. A family member starving for your
attention. A lonely neighbor who needs
a conversation. An elderly person down
the street who needs a driveway shoveled, or just some interaction. When we
live lives turned outside ourselves, it
ends up healing us.

2

Jn 3:14-21 | And just as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life. “For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have
eternal life. Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through
him. Those who believe in him are
not condemned; but those who do
not believe are condemned already,
because they have not believed in
the name of the only Son of God.
And this is the judgment, that the
light has come into the world, and
people loved darkness rather than
light because their deeds were
evil. For all who do evil hate the
light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be
exposed. But those who do what
is true come to the light, so that
it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”
REAL LIFE CATHOLIC
Sign up for the Real Life Catholic
newsletter at RLCExperience.com
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A change of attitude

W

e had a phone call the other
day from a reader who wanted
to make a simple request. It’s
something he had been asking several
years in a row, hoping that one day
we would
listen.
KARNA
March is
SWANSON the month
of St.
Joseph, he
Manager’s Column
explained,
not the
Karna Swanson is the general
month of
manager of Denver Catholic,
www.DenverCatholic.org.
St. Patrick.
Could you
please do a story on St. Joseph?
Well, that’s a good point. We don’t do
enough stories on St. Joseph. There are
a couple reasons for this. First, while
the solemnity of St. Joseph, the patron
of the universal Church, is a major feast
day, it tends to get overlooked in the
wake of the rowdiness of St. Patrick’s
Day parades and green beer-fueled
festivities.
Another reason is that the Denver
Catholic was actually born on March 17,
1900, with the cover printed in green ink
in honor of St. Patrick. As a tribute to the
saint under whose patronage we began
this venture, we’ve published our masthead in green every year for 115 years.
During those 115 years, the Denver
Catholic has built quite an interesting
history with the help of St. Patrick.
About two years after its launch, the
name was changed to Denver Catholic
Register, and in the 1920s the fledgling
newspaper began to take shape under
the leadership of 22-year-old Matthew Smith, who was later ordained a
priest while he continued to lead the
newspaper.
At its peak in the 1950s, the Register System of Newspapers published

St. Patrick, patron of the Denver Catholic; and St. Joseph, another special intercessor for the Denver Catholic.
FILE PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC

some 35 diocesan papers and the
national edition, the National Catholic
Register, boasting a combined weekly
circulation of some 850,000. On Dec.
6, 1954, Time magazine featured Msgr.
Smith in a story headlined “Catholic
Press Lord.”
For about 60 years the diocesan newspaper was a communication tool to be
reckoned with. A little-known chapter
of the Register’s history is the role it
played in ending the Ku Klux Klan here
in Colorado in the mid-1920s. It has left
a legacy worthy of recognition, respect
and honor.
But for all its success in the first half
of the century, there is nothing that
could have prepared it for the tectonic
shift in mass communications that was
to take place over the next half, and even
less for the constant state of flux that is

our current communications landscape.
Just in the last 20 years, according
to stats put together by TheWeek.com,
Internet usage has gone from 25 million in 1994 to 2.9 billion in 2014. And
not only are more of us on the Internet
(84 percent of North Americans), we’re
addicted to it. The same study noted
that 204 million emails are answered
and $272,000 are spent every minute
online. Approximately 62 percent of
us look at our phones first thing every
morning, and the typical smartphone
owner checks his device 150 times a day.
To bring the stats closer to home,
Nielsen reported earlier this year that
people in Denver, more than anywhere
else in the nation, use digital devices to
stay current with local news. Also, smartphone ownership in Denver has grown 14
percent in just the past year, with an even

higher rate of growth among Hispanics.
So, what does all this have to do with
St. Joseph?
Admittedly, not much.
However, the attentive reader will
notice that the cover story of this week’s
Denver Catholic is on St. Joseph. It’s a
small gesture to a great saint, but it also
signals an attitude change.
As the Denver Catholic turns 115, and
as we pay tribute to our history and
legacy, we also want to make a promise: 2015 will be the year we transform
our print-first—and many times printonly—communications strategy, into an
agile, flexible, responsive, digital-first
communications hub that reaches
people where they currently live, which
is on their phones.
St. Joseph, patron of workers, pray
for us!

LETTERS

How have you told others about God lately?
We asked this question
in the Feb. 28-March 6
issue of the Denver Catholic. Below is a response
from a young mother, who
wished to remain anonymous, on how she shared
the word of the Lord while
experiencing the pain of
miscarriage.
Earlier this month,
my husband and I were
heartbroken to experience an early miscarriage.
It was the second time we
were faced with this tragedy, though thankfully

we were blessed in
between with the birth
of our beautiful son,
now 18 months. In these
moments of immense
sadness and pain, I threw
myself into prayer, begging Him to comfort me
and to fill me with hope
in the face of overwhelming despair over death.
He answered my prayer.
Big time. I found myself
journaling the words
that I could hear Him
whispering to my heart,
words which brought
such peace to my heart,

it was nothing short of a
miracle.
Shortly after my prayer,
my best childhood friend,
who is early along in
her own first pregnancy,
approached me. Her
coworker had just miscarried, for the second time
in a row. Meanwhile, she
herself was spiraling into
a fearful state, fearful for
her own pregnancy after
watching so many friends
lose their babies.
Although my friend’s
posture towards religion has been somewhat

cynical in recent years, I
nevertheless felt called
to share with her, and
her coworker, the Lord’s
words to me, in hopes
that He might speak to
each of them, through
me, His beautiful words
of comfort and hope in
the reality of heaven. An
excerpt of His words is
offered below:
“I desire life. I mourn
death. I see your loss and
I see your family. There
is purpose happening in
this moment, in this pain,
in this loss. You—your

family—you have deep
purpose. Your baby rests
with me in heaven. They
know joy. And love. They
fight for you and for their
family. She was not created in vain. Her life has
purpose. She knows you,
her mother. She is not
gone, but gone before
you. She is loved. She sees
you. She loves you. She
lives on.”
ANONYMOUS
Lakewood

We want to hear from
you! How have you told
others about God lately?
Email us at DenverCatholic
@archden.org and your
response might be published in a future issue.
LETTERS
Send letters to
DenverCatholic@archden.org,
via www.DenverCatholic.org, or
mail to Denver Catholic Letters,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210. Please include full name,
city and phone number. Letters
may be edited. Opinions are
those of the author and not the
Archdiocese of Denver.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

