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Faith of old can fuel
faith of today

Did you know?
» The first immigrant to
arrive in America via
Ellis Island was a
15-year-old Irish
Catholic girl.

» Al Capone’s tombstone reads
“MY JESUS MERCY.”

Colorado’s ﬁrst bishop, Joseph
Machebeuf, is among those
highlighted in “The American
Catholic Almanac” for his
contributions in shaping America
and building the Church in the U.S.

» Andrew Jackson credited
victory in the Battle
of New Orleans
to the prayers of
the Virgin Mary
and the Ursuline
Sisters.

DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

» Five Franciscans died in 16thcentury Georgia defending
the Church’s teachings on
marriage.

Book shares how Catholics helped build America
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123
julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

W

hile many recognize the name
of Bishop Joseph Machebeuf,
Colorado’s pioneer shepherd,
author Emily Stimpson recently shared

why he is one of her favorites when it comes
to the history of the Church in America.
“He actually reminds
me of a yellow Labrador,”

Around the Archdiocese » 8

|»5

Not servants,
but friends
of Christ

» Jack Kerouac died wanting to
be known as a Catholic and not
only as a beat poet.
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Confess and be free

“

Conversation with God from the
depths of the heart”—this is how
the newest doctor of the Church, St.
Gregory of Narek, began every one of
the 96 prayers in his most famous work,
“Lamentations.”
On Feb. 23, Pope Francis declared St.
Gregory of Narek, an Armenian monk
and poet, a doctor of the Church. This
distinction means that his writings are
recognized as having doctrinal insight
and being beneficial for the faithful.
One of the hallmarks of this new
doctor’s writings is his focus on man’s
separation from God and his journey to
reunite with him. The very first prayer
in “Lamentations” captures this spiritual pilgrimage well. St. Gregory writes,
“The voice of a sighing heart, its sobs
and mournful cries, I offer up to you, O
Seer of Secrets, placing the fruits of my
wavering mind as a savory sacrifice on
the fire of my grieving soul to be delivered to you in the censer of my will.”
That we all need God’s mercy is a
fundamental truth of our existence. It is
equally true that he wants to hear your
deepest desires and struggles, and he
wants to forgive you of your sins.
When he celebrated the Ash Wednesday liturgy, Pope Francis spoke to this
reality, declaring, “Dear brothers and
sisters, the Lord never tires of having
mercy on us, and wants to offer us his
forgiveness once again—we all need it—
inviting us to return to him with a new
heart, purified of evil, purified by tears,

The writings of St. Gregory of Narek, Armenian monk and poet and the
newest doctor of the Church, focused on man’s separation from God and
his journey to reunite with him. Archbishop Aquila encourages Catholics to
reunite with God during Lent through the sacrament of reconciliation.

to take part in his joy.”
This Lent, I encourage you to receive
God’s mercy in the sacrament of
confession.
Whenever I have the chance, I
encourage people to go to confession
at least once a month, and I usually go
once a week. Every time I seek reconciliation with God there are three things
that I experience and that every Catholic can experience.

The first is that by examining my life I
become aware of my sins and how they
distance me from the Father’s mercy
and love. I experience a new freedom
and strength because I am relieved
of the spiritual weight of my sins that
makes it harder to do the good and avoid
evil.
The second is that I am restored to my
true identity as an adopted son of the
Father. There is nothing like hearing the

words of a fellow priest, “through the
ministry of the Church may God give
you pardon and peace, and I absolve
you from your sins in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.” In those words I relive the story
of the Prodigal Son and experience the
love of the Father for me as his son.
Finally, it is a time for me to die to
myself, to honestly acknowledge that I
had strayed from God’s will and sought
my own will. With Jesus I am able to
pray, “Not my will, but your will be
done.”
As a priest and bishop, it is a blessing
to participate in the sacrament of reconciliation. Whenever I hear a thorough,
honest confession, I am moved by the
humility of the penitent and the beauty
of God’s mercy working to restore what
has been broken.
Some of you may have taken part in
the March 5 “Light is on for You” campaign, when priests in many parishes
around the archdiocese heard confessions for three hours. If you missed that
opportunity, I encourage you to look
in your local parish bulletin or on their
website for the next chance to experience God’s mercy.
God cannot be outdone in generosity,
so let us trust in his abundant mercy, no
matter what our sins are. Once we do,
we will be able to say, “Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good. For his mercy
endures forever!”
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Prior to its March 3 opening, Archbishop Samuel Aquila blessed the new
St. Anthony North Health Campus in Westminster Feb. 25. The campus at
144th Avenue and I-25 has been under construction for two years. For more
information, visit www.StAnthonyNorthHC.org. See related story on Page 7.
PHOTO BY JUSTIN LEVETT PHOTOGRAPHY
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Vatican Notes

Syrian Catholic archbishop says
more Christians taken hostage

A

Syrian Catholic archbishop
said the Islamic terrorist group
ISIS has taken more than 300
Christians hostage, a rise in the original number of Assyrians and Chaldean
Christians reported missing from villages
on the Khabur River in Syria.
Archbishop Jacques Behnan Hindo
said that while the first reports spoke
of 90 seized, “now we can say that the
hostages in the hands of the jihadists are
around 350.”
The archbishop noted that in times of
uncertainty, it’s important to verify information and not to spread rumors.
“The Christians who have fled from
the villages of Khabur,” he said, “tell us
that during the assault of the jihadists,
four Assyrian militants, members of the
self-defense militia known as the Assyrian Sutoro were killed.”
He also reported news of another
death. He said another Christian was
burned death by the terrorists.
“Another Christian must be added to
the list who was burned to death because
his shop was set on fire by jihadists,”
Archbishop Hindo said. “Perhaps he was
also armed and had tried to oppose those
of the Islamic State. At the moment, there

CHILD ABUSE REPORTING PHONE NUMBER
The Archdiocese of Denver takes allegations of sexual abuse of children very
seriously and is committed to addressing each allegation with compassion and
respect for all involved.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to the Archdiocese of
Denver, contact the Victims Assistance Coordinator at 720-239-2832.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to civil authorities, use
the child abuse hotline number.
In addition to the referenced number below, reports also may be made to the
local law enforcement agency.

1-844-CO-4-KIDS | 1-844-264-5437

Christian refugees, like this family of
eight living in a construction site in
Iraq, continue to ﬂee the onslaught of
ISIS militants raiding villages in Syria
and Iraq. PHOTO BY INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN
CONCERN

is no confirmed news of more deaths.”
SOURCE: CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

NEWS IN BRIEF

Chart-topping nuns
to drop new Easter
album

Canadian bishops
Pope to lapsed
‘very disappointed’ in Catholics: It’s never
Supreme Court decision too late

Together with the joys
of the Resurrection and
feasting, this Easter will
have an added delight:
listening to the new
album by the hit-making,
Missouri-based Benedictines of Mary, Queen of
Apostles. “Hopefully our
recording will help bring
many to a fuller awareness
of the Easter season in
its entirety,” said Mother
Cecilia, prioress of the
community. The nuns’
new album, “Easter at
Ephesus,” brings listeners
through the Easter season,
including Ascension and
Pentecost. It was released
March 3 and can be
ordered from the nuns. It’s
the Benedictines’ fourth
album, which had made
the cloistered community chart-toppers. The
group has been Billboard’s
Best-Selling Classical
Traditional Artist list for
three years in a row. SOURCE:

The unanimous decision of the Supreme
Court of Canada Feb. 6
to overturn the country’s
ban on physician-assisted
suicide demonstrates the
tendency in culture to “set
individual rights over any
other consideration,” said
the Canadian episcopal
conference president.
Archbishop Paul-André
Durocher said Canada’s
Catholic bishops are
“very disappointed” in the
decision of the Supreme
Court to “open the door”
to physician-assisted suicide. The Court said that
a fully consenting adult,
who has a grievous and
irremediable medical condition and which causes
them “severe and intolerable suffering” has the
right to physician-assisted
suicide. “We were hoping
the court would not go
this way,” said Archbishop
Durocher. SOURCE: RADIO

Fallen away Catholics
are being invited to “come
home” this Lent through
a worldwide initiative led
by Pope Francis. “This
initiative is to let people
know that it is never too
late and there is always
a way back,” said Father
Geno Sylva, oﬃcial for
the Vatican’s new evangelization council. “So
often, people are afraid
to come back to church
or to the sacrament of
reconciliation for they
feel that, since they have
been gone for so long,
there is no way back.” The
“24 Hours for the Lord”
initiative is a yearly event
on the fourth Friday and
Saturday of Lent. In his
2015 message for Lent,
Pope Francis expressed
his hope that the Church
would observe the initiative, saying it “is meant to
be a sign of this need for
prayer.” SOURCE: CATHOLIC

CATHOLICNEWSAGENCY.COM

VATICANA.VA

NEWSAGENCY.COM
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In-Depth

C

Building
communities on
“
the Western Slope

Every economic venture must attempt to ensure the spiritual
dignity of all persons whom it will affect, and the proper identity
of each community where it takes root. Land development which
displaces the poor or buys out the elderly without due concern for their
subsequent human needs is not ‘development’; it may build houses, but
it destroys communities.”

Caroline Aponte now only drives four minutes to and from work, which means
she can spend more time with her 3-year-old. PHOTO PROVIDED

T

BY DANIEL BARELA

wenty years ago, on Thanksgiving
Day, then Archbishop J. Francis
Stafford of Denver put forth his
position on the housing crisis that was
taking place in the areas surrounding
Vail, Aspen and other resort areas on the
Western Slope in a pastoral letter titled
“The Heights of the Mountains Are His.”
The economic boom of the 80s had
sent real estate property values and rents
soaring into a stratosphere that left lift
operators, bar and restaurant servers,
shop attendants and other workers out
in the cold, some quite literally. There
were reports of people living in tents
and cars through the winter or commuting 100 miles round trip in all weather
conditions. Not surprisingly, employers
found it diﬃcult to pay affordable wages
and retain workers.
At that time, the average home price in
Aspen was $1.2 million, and two-thirds of
all workers held service industry jobs that
paid between $8-$9 an hour. The archbishop of Denver warned in his pastoral
letter that the Western Slope was at risk
of becoming “a theme-park ‘alternative
reality’ for those who have the money to
purchase entrance,” and that around it
would “sprawl a growing buffer zone of
the working poor.”

In 2015, the fruits of the archbishop’s
letter and the work of Archdiocesan
Housing, an aﬃliate of Catholic Charities,
can be seen as one of many driving forces
that has spurred a number of affordable
housing projects from Glenwood Springs
to Summit County.
The latest housing project opened
last May in Silverthorne, in the heart of
Summit County and home to four ski
resorts.
The first phase of the 64-unit Villa
Sierra Madre II complex opened in
February 2014. Like its predecessor,
61-unit Villa Sierra Madre that opened
in the 1990s, the new complex has one-,
two- and three-bedroom units, and rent
prices are on a sliding scale for residents
of Summit County with 40-60 percent
area median income.
Cathy Vannerson, director of Archdiocesan Housing, is excited about the
completion of the new project.
“If people are provided a decent home
they are better employees because they
have a sense of pride,” she told Denver
Catholic.
Vannerson also pointed out the support and collaboration of the city of
Silverthorne. They contributed $350,000
for the building of a park space at the new
complex. The park is accessible from the
homes and is also open to the public.
Gloria Perez and her family have been
residents of the Villa Sierra Madre for two
years. They first moved in to the original

CARDINAL J. FRANCIS STAFFORD

Gloria Perez is grateful for Sierra Madre, because now she can live closer to
where she works, which means she can welcome her children home from
school, cook dinner for them and help with homework. PHOTO PROVIDED

complex and then later into an apartment
in the new phase. It had previously been
necessary for Perez and her husband to
both work full time jobs in order to make
ends meet.
“I am so
HOUSING
grateful that
Silverthorne, Colorado
now my chilVilla Sierra Madre
dren don’t
come home
Silverthorne, Colorado
to an empty
Villa Sierra Madre II
house,”
Carbondale, Colorado
she
said.
Villas de Santa Lucia
“Because we
Gypsum, Colorado
live here (at
Holy Cross Village
Villa Sierra
Madre), I am there to welcome them home
from school, feed them and help them with
their schoolwork.”
Her husband works in construction
around Summit County, which keeps
him close to home and able to spend more
time with the family.
Eleven months after getting a job at a
law firm in the city of Dillion, Caroline
Aponte was still commuting over 37 miles
to work each way from the town of Kremmling: “It took 45 minutes if the weather
was nice. Now my oﬃce is just 4 minutes
down the road.”
Aponte, originally hailing from New
York City, moved into her new home in
mid-July.
“The single level floor plan is great for
my 3-year-old, and the management here
does a great job keeping the area very

clean and safe,” she said.
Archdiocesan Housing also manages
Villas de Santa Lucia in Carbondale and
Holy Cross Village in Gypsum, which
were built on the core values and basic
principals that all persons should be
treated with dignity, have an opportunity
to obtain affordable housing, and have a
sense of home and hope.
Cathy Vannerson told Denver Catholic that the Breckenridge City Council
has approached Archdiocesan Housing
seeking to partner on another possible
affordable housing development. She
attributes the interest to better communication and the ability to now show
the successful track record of their
occupants. Villa Sierra Madre I still has
residents from the time of its opening in
1994. These families have proven to be
committed and contributing members
of the community.
While the low turnover rates are positive indicators of the permanence of
the residents and their dedication to the
area, the increasingly long waiting lists
indicate that there are still more in need
and still more work to be done.
As it is so often with words rooted in
truth, those of Archbishop Stafford written 20 years ago still ring true today: “On
the Western Slope, we have arrived at a
crossroads. We must choose a path into
the future guided by prudence, justice
and a reverence for both human dignity
and for nature.”
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Stimpson, co-author of “The
American Catholic Almanac: A
Daily Reader of Patriots, Saints, Rogues,
and Ordinary People Who Changed the
United States,” told the Denver Catholic.
“He had so much love for people, and so
much enthusiasm, and he was so loyal.
Wherever he went, wherever he got sent,
he would embrace it wholeheartedly
(saying) ‘Alright, these are my people, I’m
loving them. Now these are my people.’”
Father Machebeuf, originally from the
mountains of France, was transferred to
Colorado in 1860. He spent most of the
next 29 years traveling through Colorado’s mountains in a specially outfitted
wagon. Named bishop in 1887, he bought
property, built parishes, hospitals and
schools; and recruited religious orders.
“He had such a wonderful view of what
his job was,” Stimpson said. “People
always asked him why he didn’t build a
cathedral like most bishops. He would
reply that his job was the care of souls,
and the souls in his area were so lost, and
the needs of his flock many.”
Bishop Machebeuf is just one of the
Catholics who helped shape the country
highlighted in “The American Catholic
Almanac.” The book, released last September, was co-authored by Stimpson
and Brian Burch, president of Catholic
Vote.org, a nonprofit political advocacy
group based in Chicago.
The page-a-day history shares 365
inspiring stories that celebrate historic
contributions of “saints and sinners”
including clergy, religious, patriots, politicians, artists, athletes and ordinary
people. About two-thirds of the stories
highlight individuals including Buffalo Bill, Vince Lombardi, Dorothy Day,
Fulton Sheen and Andy Warhol—and
the other third share pivotal events and
places, including the building of the
Cathedral of the Plains on the Kansas

Limited Time
Offer for DC
Readers

Pre-Approved
Auto Loan Rates
as low as

2.49% APR

*

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations
today!

Visit www.catholicvote.org/americancatholic-almanac

prairie by Volga Germans, the birth of
the new evangelization following World
Youth Day in Denver in 1993, and the role
of Catholics in the struggle for civil rights.
Credit for the idea to write it goes to
Burch and CatholicVote.org, Stimpson
explained.
“In the thick of HHS (Health and Human
Services) controversy, (CatholicVote.org)
was looking at how many people just didn’t
seem to bat an eye at the fact that our religious liberties were being infringed,” she
said. “People don’t seem to understand
what we have, because some people don’t
understand how others worked to get that
freedom for us.”
While the stories draw on American
history, they also provide a guide for
today’s new evangelization.
“Catholics find themselves at a loss
about how best to lead others to Christ.
But the men and women in this book can
show us the way,” the co-authors wrote
in the preface. “What we see are men and
women who thought little about their
own comfort and much about Christ ...
They prayed. They loved. They served.”
That humility, service and sacrifice
built the Church in America from the
ground up, and brought people to the
faith as “it changed minds, and it transformed hearts.”
“People are still people, and what
worked to convince people of the truth
and beauty and power of the faith 100,
or 200, or 500 years ago will still work
today,” Stimpson said.

Visit www.nufcu.com
for more info.

Bringing Catholic
Values to Financial
Services

ONLINE
“The American Catholic Almanac:
A Daily Reader of Patriots, Saints,
Rogues, and Ordinary People Who
Changed the United States”

Simplify the car
buying process with
our Automotive
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New DVD
series helps
strengthen
marriages
BY NISSA LAPOINT

F

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

or struggling couples stuck in a
world unsupportive of their lifelong commitment, the Augustine
Institute has an answer.
In a newly-released 12-episode DVD
series called “Beloved—Finding Happiness in Marriage,” staff from the institute
worked with couples and experts to
uncover the mystery and meaning of
marriage—and how to make it last.
“We’re looking at what is really love,”
said Edward Sri, content director of the
series and professor at the institute.
“Many people think love is just a feeling
and a few years into your marriage you
realize you don’t have those warm fuzzy
feelings. … Love is much more than a feeling. It’s a choice. It’s a commitment for

the good of the other. We talk about how
to live that commitment.”
The breakdown of marriage is a central
topic in the Church, especially this year
as she prepares for the ordinary synod of
bishops in October. The gathering at the
Vatican will address topics on marriage
and family.
“Oftentimes the Church focuses on
marriage prep but the synod says we need
to help couples with the ongoing living
of marriage,” he said. “You can’t just prepare them, get them to the altar, and then
say good luck after that.”
Sri said this DVD series is designed to
help couples prepare for marriage and
help married couples—whether married
one year or 20 years—to enrich their
bond. Workbooks tailored for couples
or marriage prep leaders guide them
through the series divided into two parts.
The first part addresses the theology of
marriage.

“We show how our individual love story
is meant to be caught up in the largest love
story of God’s love for us,” Sri explained.
“That’s really what the sacrament of marriage is all about.”
Couples may ask fundamental questions about why marriage is needed.
“Deep on the human heart is a desire
to love and be loved. We want a lasting
love. The only arena setting for this kind
of relationship in where I can really be
vulnerable like that and give myself to
someone and then be received by someone in a total way … is in the lifelong
commitment of marriage.”
The second part focuses on the practicalities of marriage. Dozens of couples
appear on the video to share their own
joys, suffering, trials and triumphs.
Insights on communication skills and
conflict are given, including the need for
virtue to protect the bond of marriage.
“We get into the real messiness of real

14 days from $1649*
Departs September 20, 2015. Start in Philadelphia and enjoy a sightseeing tour. Then
your scenic journey begins offering colorful vistas through Amish Country to Gettysburg.
Travel north with a stop at the Corning Museum of Glass into Ontario and awe-inspiring
Niagara Falls for two nights! Return to upstate New York where you will board a cruise
through the 1000 Islands; drive through the six-million-acre civilized wilderness of the
Adirondack region, stop in Lake Placid and then
into the forest area of New England: The White
Mountains, including Franconia Notch State Park and
New Hampshire. Stop at Flume Gorge then continue
east to York county, Maine. Next drive along the
New England coast to Boston, with a city tour; visit
Plymouth and Cape Cod for two nights. Proceed
to Newport, Rhode Island, including a tour of one
of the famous mansions en route to Bridgeport,
Connecticut. Lastly tour New York City seeing all
the major sights of the “Big Apple.” Mass will be
celebrated some days on tour. Your Chaplain is
Father Dan Gerres from Wilmington, DE, where he served as a parish priest for 48 years.
He is currently active in the church community. This will be his 9th trip with YMT.
PPDO. Plus $159 tax/service/government fees. Alternate September - October departure dates available.
Seasonal charges may apply. Add-on airfare available.

*

Please mention promo code EC0961

“Beloved—Finding Happiness in Marriage”
augustineinstitute.org/
beloved

married life,” said Sri, who’s been married
for 15 years. “We talk about the challenge
to lay down your life on a day-to-day
basis.”
The series is meant to give a model for
marriage and witness to the hope couples
can have regardless of the trials they may
face, he said.
“Beloved” is the next of a series under
Symbolon, a DVD series on the basics of
knowing and living the Catholic faith.
Symbolon is being used for the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults and faith
studies in more than 3,000 parishes and
in 12 countries across the world.
The “Beloved” 12-episode DVD set is
sold for $149.95 at the institute or online
at LighthouseCatholicMedia.org.
“We want to give people hope that no
matter what troubles they may face or
trials that come, they can have a great
marriage. And God can help them,” Sri
said.

British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece / Wednesdays: Senior Discount!

Hosted by Father Dan Gerres

Call for Details!
877-230-1381

BELOVED

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays

America’s best choice for affordable travel since 1967!

Autumn Leaves Tour

One couple’s wedding
day is shown during the
Augustine Institute’s
new DVD series called
“Beloved-Finding
Happiness in Marriage.”
The series is meant to
help prepare engaged
couples for marriage
or long-time married
couples enrich their
bond.

Travel
with other
Catholics!

1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

Thinking about a will?
Request a free Wills Kit from CRS.
Learn what you need to know
before you see an attorney.

1-800-235-2772
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Giving hope to a world of need.

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551
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Give up radio?

Neighborhood
hospital opens in
north metro area Top 5 things to listen to during Lent
Unique
sculpture of
St. Anthony
commissioned
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123
julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

C

entura
Health
opened its new $177
million St. Anthony
North Health Campus in
Westminster March 3.
The 350,000-foot facility
was blessed by Archbishop
Samuel Aquila Feb. 25.
Under construction for
two years, the campus at
144th Avenue and I-25 will
provide 92 inpatient rooms,
a 20-room intensive care
unit, inpatient and outpatient surgery, a 12-room
birthing center, diagnostics
and imaging, and a 24-hour
emergency room.
Natural stone, wood,
floor-to-ceiling windows
and an aspen grove in
the lobby atrium give the
facility a “Colorado look.”
In addition, when entering the main building
guests will be greeted by
a larger-than-life bronze
statue of St. Anthony, the
patron saint of healing
and lost items, and the
patron of the new campus.
The statue, created

by Washington-based
award-winning sculptor Mardie Rees, will be
installed next fall.
“All hospitals and
churches pick a patron
saint, somebody to follow
as a role model,” said Sister
Pat Hayden, vice president
of mission integration. “St.
Anthony is a saint of the
people. He’s always been
out in the community.”
Traditionally,
St.
Anthony is depicted holding a child in his arms. In
Rees’ interpretation, he
holds a child’s hand as he
explores the world.
“Because of its welcoming posture, the saint’s
likeness embraces all
who walk in the hospital’s
doors,” according to a statement from the hospital.
The campus’ “neighborhood health approach”
aligns with a trend of
moving care outside of
traditional hospital walls,
according to the statement, by offering inpatient
and outpatient services in
the same location, as well
as being close to a network
of neighborhood health
centers. St. Anthony
North Hospital, a 44-year
tradition in Westminster, remains open as the
84th Avenue Neighborhood Health Center, and
will continue operating
a 24-hour ER and many
outpatient services.

BY DENVER CATHOLIC
303-715-3215
DenverCatholic@archden.org

D

uring Lent, many
Catholics aim to
increase their
time in silent prayer and
reflection leading up to
Easter Sunday. Because
silence can be one of the
hardest things to come by
in today’s noisy society,
giving up the radio in the
car—music, news and talk
radio; on the commute to
work or school or while
shuttling around throughout the day—can turn one’s
car into a mobile prayer
corner. But for those times
when the silence is getting
to you (it’s just too quiet)
the Denver Catholic has
compiled a few suggestions of holy voices to keep
you company, via smartphone, iPod or CD, during
the commute.
DAILY READINGS

Listen to daily readings
on a smartphone using
the Laudete application.
In addition to the readings, Laudete, a free app,
provides daily reflections
and an interactive rosary
and Divine Mercy Chaplet,
along with other prayers
and reflections.
HOMILIES

Listen to a homily.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila’s latest homilies are

Give up radio for Lent? The Denver Catholic
compiled Top 5 other things to listen to leading up
to Easter. PHOTO BY DMITRI MARUTA/DPC

available at http://arch
den.org/aquila-podcast.
Other bishops who post
their homilies online
include Philadelphia Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., at http://
archphila.org/archbishop
-chaput/homilies and
Cardinal Timothy Dolan,
archbishop of New York,
at http://cardinaldolan.
org/index.php/category/
homilies. Father Robert
Barron of Word on Fire
ministries also records a
weekly homily available
at www.wordonfire.org/
resources/homily.

John Nepil from Queen of
Peace Parish and Father
Nathan Goebel from St.
Frances Cabrini Parish
in Littleton, who have
been leading discussions
on topics of the faith on
“Catholic Stuff You Should
Know” for the last five
years. It is available at
www.catholicstuffpodcast.
com. Father Peter Mussett,
pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Boulder, and
Scott Powell, director of
scriptural formation at St.
Thomas Aquinas team up
each week for a podcast on
the Sunday readings called
“The Lanky Guys” available at www.lankyguys.org.
There are also several podcasts available from EWTN,
including Mother Angelica
and weekly homilies, at
www.ewtn.com/podcast.

PRAYER

PASSENGERS

PODCASTS

These are just a few of
our favorites. What do you
listen to in the car? Email
us your favorites at Denver
Catholic@archden.org.

Pray the rosary and
Divine Mercy Chaplet
along with the Mary Foundation. The foundation
offers free CDs at www.
catholicity.com. In addition
to the rosary CD, there are
several talks by priests and
theologians available on the
website. Pray the Stations of
the Cross with the Archdiocese of Denver’s new audio
recording available at http://
archden.org/eflm/way.
Tune into the lighthearted podcast of Father

Fewer distractions in
the car can also provide a
good time to chat with the
family members, friends
or colleagues riding with
you. Take time to pray a
morning offering together,
or pray for another intention, talk about a saint
having a feast that day, or
simply talk about what’s
going on in your lives.

Who would care for you?
If you needed long term care who would be your
caregiver? Your Spouse? Your Children?
Long Term Care Insurance not only provides expanded care options, it
provides loved ones the ability to maintain their quality of life.

Protecting Your
Future...Today
Limited time offer at pa
pparticipating
rticipatingg locations.
King’s Hawaiian® is a registered trademark of King’s Hawaiian Holding Company, Inc. SIERRA MIST is a registered trademark of PepsiCo, Inc. TM & © 2015 Arby’s IP Holder Trust

Jim Chevarria
Chevarria Insurance Group
2014 Best Businesses of Lakewood Award
www.chevarriainsurancegroup.com

Call (303) 955-6837 for a no-risk consultation.
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No longer servants,
but friends of Christ
Archbishop Aquila reﬂects on the priest as a man of charity

The Institute for Priestly
Formation’s annual
symposium which
took place Feb.19-22
at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in
Denver. Cardinal Francis
George (lower left) and
Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila (lower right)
presented.

BY KARNA SWANSON

A

303-715-3230
karna.swanson@archden.org
www.twitter.com/KarnaSwanson

priest’s relationship of friendship
with Christ is at the foundation of
his identity and mission, and so it
is on that foundation of a relationship
with Christ that the formation of future
priests must rest, Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila of Denver told a gathering of seminary formators and spiritual directors.
The archbishop said this at the Institute for Priestly Formation’s annual
symposium, which took place Feb.19-22
at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
in Denver. The Omaha-based Institute
for Priestly Formation assists bishops in
the spiritual formation of diocesan seminarians and priests.
Some 110 bishops, priests, and lay members attended the event, titled “Christ the
Foundation and Center: The Integration
of Human and Spiritual Formation.”
Among the speakers were priests and
lay faculty members of seminaries from
around the country.
Cardinal Francis George, archbishop
emeritus of Chicago, opened the symposium with an address in which he shared
some of his own personal experiences of
his 51 years of priesthood.
Archbishop Aquila spoke on “The Priest
as a Man of Charity: On the Integrating
Role of Charity as Friendship in Human
and Spiritual Priestly Formation.”
Basing his comments on St. John Paul
II’s 1992 letter on the formation of priests,
titled Pastores Dabo Vobis (I Shall Give
You Shepherds), the archbishop noted
that “the model for priestly formation is
found in Christ’s appointing the twelve to
be with him and to be sent out.”
Quoting John Paul II’s letter, he added
that the time a future priests spends
in seminary is aimed at developing “a
relationship of deep communion and
friendship” with Christ. The candidate
to the priesthood seeks to “learn how to
respond from the heart to Christ’s basic
question: ‘Do you love me?’ For the future
priest the answer can only mean total
self-giving.”
“Thus,” Archbishop Aquila explained,
“John Paul II teaches that one’s formation to the priesthood is to be oriented
to charity and the gift of self. More concretely, it should be oriented to answer
with one’s life to Christ’s love and gift of
self to us, members of the Church.

PHOTOS BY ZACHARY BOAZMAN

“In the heart of the future priest is to
be a deep receptivity to the love of Jesus
Christ, who loves us first.”
“I wish for all of you the grace to rekindle daily the gift of God you have received
with the laying on of hands,” the archbishop added, quoting St. John Paul II,
“to feel the comfort of the deep friendship which binds you to Jesus and unites
you with one another.”
ABIDE IN ME

The archbishop asserted that “at the
heart of everything the ordained priest
does in relationship with [Christ]” are
the following words from John’s Gospel:
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in me, and I in

him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing.”
“To abide in Christ means to enter
into a relationship of friendship with
him that is analogous to the relationship
between God the Father and the Son,” he
explained. “Jesus is the Way. Becoming
sons in the Son, we are inserted in the
very life of the Trinity.”
Archbishop Aquila explained that
“Christ’s love for his Father—and
friendship is a habitual form of love—is
manifested in his obedience unto death
and gift of self for the Church.”
“Analogously,” he continued, “our love
for and friendship with Christ is manifested in our obedience and gift of self to
him and to the Church. For this reason,
the Lord says: ‘If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as
I have kept my Father’s commandments

and abide in his love.’”
The prelate reminded those present
that God is the one who loves first, “teaching us in this way how to love, loving us
when we were sinners.”
“He gave His own life for us,” he added,
“his friends and enemies. For this reason,
each and every one of us can personally
say with St. Paul that Christ ‘loved me and
gave Himself up for me.’”
“Here we have the foundational
encounter and experience upon which all
priestly formation rests,” the archbishop
concluded. “The priest is to be a man of
charity because he must know himself as
a beloved son.”
ONLINE
To read the entire address, visit
archden.org/archbishops_writing/
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State IUD campaign risky
for women, expert says
BY NISSA LAPOINT

ONLINE

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

For more information visit www.co
catholicconference.org

T

he state health department made
progress recently in gaining support for a $5 million boost to its
free contraceptives program targeted to
low-income teenagers and young women.
A bill proposing the use of state funds
for wider access to long-acting reversible
contraception (LARC) and other services,
House Bill 1194, is touted as the answer
to preventing unplanned pregnancies by
advocates.
Some dissenters of the bill said rather
than an infallible way to prevent pregnancy—like abstinence—LARCs are risky
and undermine the dignity of women.
Josephine “Joyce” Dennison, a physician assistant and mother who attends
Light of the World Parish, said she sees the
impact of inter-uterine devices (IUDs) on
women.
“At work, I see a lot of psychological and
social consequences of casual sex, while
using contraception, including LARCs,”
said Dennison, who works at Alternatives
Pregnancy Center and Our Lady of Hope
Medical Clinic in Littleton. “Women start
very young having sex, they have multiple partners, or have sex with someone
who has multiple partners. There’s unaccountability on both sides, trust issues,
manipulation, lack of voice, and most
importantly, broken hearts.”
A study by the University of Colorado
at Denver in 2007 revealed teenage girls’
chances of earning a high school diploma
increased—by almost 18 percent—if they
waited for sex until 18 years old.
“The reasoning behind this may be when
teens become sexually active, they are

State lawmakers are considering a bill
that would expand funding to spread
the use of IUDs and implants in lowincome teenagers and women. FLICKR
PHOTO/MARA

preoccupied with the present, investing
more time and energy on the relationship
versus their school work, compared to
teens who abstain,” Dennison said.
Since 2008, the state health department has provided IUDs and implants at
a low cost or free for women ages 15-24
through its clinics. LARC advocates credit
the program with increased use of contraception—between 5 and 19 percent—and
decreased the expected number of unintended pregnancies by 29 percent in 2011
for women ages 15-19.
But with increased use comes increased
risk, advocates say, and the likelihood of
impacting a women’s health.
The Colorado Catholic Conference,
the state lobbying arm for the Church,
announced it opposes the bill.
“The CCC is deeply concerned about
the consequences of widespread temporary sterilization of women and girls in
Colorado; these forms of contraception
do nothing to prevent STDs and there is
nothing to suggest that the psychological
and medical risks and costs associated with
increased sexual activity will be managed

or addressed by this legislation,” the conference stated.
During a hearing at the Capitol Feb. 24,
Dennison commented to lawmakers that
some IUDs, like Mirena and Skyla, have
caused medical issues.
“IUDs as a whole can migrate, perforate
the uterus (and) lodge in other parts of the
body, like the fallopian tubes or the bowels.
IUDs can also increase the risk of ectopic
pregnancy, uterine perforation and pelvic
inflammatory disease,” Dennison said.
Mirena warning labels announce a close
to 50 percent chance of an ectopic pregnancy (a pregnancy in the fallopian tubes)
if a user becomes pregnant, which can be
life threatening.
The so-called short terms costs to the
state for aiding young pregnant women
could become long-term costs if they experience health issues or resulting emotional,
psychological or medical consequences,
opponents say.
LARCs also cause a loss of respect for
women.
In the encyclical Humanae Vitae
(“Human Life”), Pope Paul VI said “a
man who grows accustomed to the use of
contraceptive methods may forget the reverence due to a woman, and, disregarding
her physical and emotional equilibrium,
reduce her to being a mere instrument for
the satisfaction of his own desires.”
Fertility, Dennison said, should be seen
as a blessing from God not a curse.
“In women, a complex interplay of natural hormones bring about fertility. Because
LARCs disregards and subdues a woman’s
fertility, it dishonors women.”

Legislative Watch
The following is a list of legislative bills of interest to the
Colorado Catholic Conference
that lawmakers are considering
this session.
Senate Bill 45—Creates income
tax credits for private and
home-school education.
CCC’s position: Support
History: Assigned to the Senate
Appropriations Committee
Senate Bill 77—Creates a parents’ bill of rights related to the
education, health care and mental health care of minors.
CCC’s position: Support
History: Passed the Senate,
assigned to the House Public
Health Care and Human Services Committee
House Bill 1162—Bans abortions
based on the gender of the baby.
CCC’s position: Support
History: Assigned to the State,
Veterans and Military Affairs
Committee
House Bill 1171—Restricts a
governmental entity from substantially burdening a person’s
exercise of religion.
CCC’s position: Support
History: Assigned to the House
State, Veterans and Military
Affairs Committee
House Bill 1194—Requests
funding for a program designed
to expand access to long-acting
reversible contraception, such
as IUDs, for low-income women
and teenagers.
CCC’s position: Oppose
History: Assigned to the House
Appropriations Committee

Lawmakers turn down bill to protect infants
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

S

tate lawmakers voted down House
Bill 1112 March 3 intended to protect
infants born after botched abortions,
saying the legislation “is not needed.”
Legislators on a House committee
struggled with questions about life while
hearing testimony on the Born-Alive Act
at the state Capitol before Democrats
rejected the legislation by a vote of 6-7.
Opponents to the bill and some Democrats on the committee argued a law
protecting infants is already stated in
federal law.

“It is solving a non-existent problem,”
Karen Middleton, executive director at
NARAL Pro-Choice Colorado, testified to
the committee. “The Born-Alive Infant
Protection Act of federal law already
states this is a situation that should not
occur. There is no problem to be solved
here. We do not believe this occurs here.”
Proponents shot back that failed abortions do occur, and when it does, infants
deserve appropriate medical care if born
alive.
Sarah Zagorski, executive director of
Colorado Citizens for Life, said it would
save infants just like her. “If my mother
hadn’t fought for me, I wouldn’t be here
today,” the 25-year-old testified.

Zagorski shared how doctors recommended abortion to her mother because
of suspected long-term disabilities
but after being born alive, her mother
requested medical care.
“My life matters. I have value and I have
since the very beginning. Let’s hope and
pray my situation isn’t being repeated
here,” she told the committee.
Shortly after the bill failed, the Colorado Catholic Conference stated in an
email that it was disappointed at the lack
of bi-partisan support.
“It is deeply disappointing that Democrats on this committee choose to vote
against protecting innocent, defenseless
human life,” the conference stated. “The

federal government and a majority of
states have adopted Born-Alive Infant
Protection legislation; it is a great misfortune that Colorado couldn’t do the same.”
Similar protection acts have passed
some 30 states’ legislatures in the U.S.
including at the federal level. In 2002,
Democrats and Republicans passed the
Born-Alive Infant Protection Act, reportedly drawing the support of Democrats.
Opponents said they worried it limited
abortion in Colorado where it’s legal to
get a late-term abortion while supporters
wanted assurances that there would be
protections for infants at private hospitals where the federal protection act did
not apply.
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Deacons spend time with archbishop
Annual
convocation
focuses on liturgy
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123 | julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

I

n an annual all-day meeting with
deacons of the Archdiocese of
Denver, Archbishop Samuel Aquila
highlighted the importance of their
responsibilities during Mass.
“It is my desire to see every one of you
grow in your faith in Jesus Christ through
your ministry of diakonia (service) in
the Church,” the archbishop began his
address at Deacon Convocation Day Feb.
28 to some 160 deacons gathered in the
refectory of St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary. “In particular, I would like to
see your awareness and understanding
of your role in the liturgy deepen, so that
you will be able to carry it out with serenity and a prayerful disposition.”
He focused his comments on the origins
of the diaconate, implications for the way
they carry out their roles, and then examined the spiritual meaning of the various
actions they perform during the liturgy.
“At a practical level,” he instructed,
“you should make it a habit to pray to the
Holy Spirit for his gifts before you exercise your ministry, especially before you
participate in the sacred liturgy.”
Quoting Msgr. James Moroney’s book
“The Deacon and the Liturgy: A Search
for Identity,” he said a deacon “must minister to the priest and to the altar with the
humility of him whose very body and blood
were offered on the altar of the cross.”
“This is even more the case when it is
a liturgy that I am presiding over,” Archbishop Aquila said. “As the archbishop, I
am the chief steward of the mysteries of

Archbishop Samuel Aquila addresses deacons in the refectory at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary during
Deacon Convocation Day Feb. 28. PHOTO BY DEACON MICKEY WEBRE

God, which means that I am the moderator, promoter and guardian of the whole
liturgical life of the Church in the Archdiocese of Denver.”
For that reason, those Masses must be
an example for the archdiocese and taken
seriously. He then reflected on three
moments during Mass where deacons
play a “significant but often underappreciated role”—proclamation of the Gospel,
intercessory prayers and preparing the
altar with the gifts.
“You have a great responsibility to proclaim the truth ... to the faithful, to those
who are fallen away, to the indifferent and
to those who have never heard the good
news,” he said. “In the context of the
Mass, it is therefore particularly important for you to read the word of God with
clarity, conviction born from your life of

prayer, and the solemnity appropriate to
the occasion.”
The proclamation of intercessory
prayers must be connected to their ministry of charity.
“To carry out this role effectively, your
ministry of charity must put you in touch
with the struggles of the people in your
parish,” he said. “The faithful need to
know that you are a trustworthy, compassionate person that they can approach.”
When placing the gifts on the altar, a
deacon must represent the “joys, sufferings, fears, strengths and weaknesses of
the faithful” and assist the priests in sanctifying “the whole Christian community
by connecting their gifts and sacrifices
to the wellspring of grace found in the
Eucharist.”
His talk was followed by a Q-and-A

session. Then the archbishop’s personal
secretary, Father Scott Bailey, led a session clarifying some of the finer points of
a deacon’s role during a liturgy celebrated
with the archbishop.
In the afternoon, Ben Akers, director
of the Catholic Biblical School, led two
sessions on Scripture.
“It helps the deacons,” explained
Deacon Joseph Donohoe, director of
deacon personnel. “The archbishop
has really been portraying over the last
couple years how important it is for the
deacons to know the book of the Gospels.
Not just what is being said, but to be the
voice of Jesus speaking to the people—
both when they proclaim and when they
do a homily.”
There are 188 deacons serving the
Archdiocese of Denver.

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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Bulletin Board
Mission
8 7Lenten
p.m.-8:45 p.m.,

MARCH

FEATURED EVENT

Our Lady of Fatima
Church, 1985 Miller St.,
Lakewood, donation.
Held each night through
March 11. Father Cleveland will help others
discern God’s will in
their lives. Includes adoration and Benediction.
Details: 303-233-1283

with Mary
7 Day
8:30 a.m.-11 a.m.,

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church, 5612 S. Hickory
St., Littleton, free. Starts
with Mass, confession,
adoration and rosary
in honor of Our Lady
of Fatima. Held on first
Saturdays through May.
Details: 303-703-8538

Theology on Tap to focus
on Pope Francis
Kevin Cotter,
director of
MAR the website
for FOCUS, will
speak about Pope
Franics at the next
Theology on Tap
Denver 7 p.m.
March 9 at Katie
Mullen’s Irish
Restaurant and
Pub, 1550 Court
Place, Denver.
Cotter will talk
about understanding the pontiff and
where he’s taking
the Church Call
303-715-3107.

9

Mission
9 7Lenten
p.m.-8:30 p.m.,

8 Pro-Life Boot
Camp

Christ on the Mountain
Church, 13922 W. Utah
Ave., Lakewood, free.
Grammy-nominated
composer and artist
Sarah Hart to explore
the Beatitudes through
the Gospel. Details: 303988-2222 or maryann@
christonthemountain.org

2:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.,
McCallin Hall at St.
Thomas More Church,
8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial, free. Eighththrough 12th-graders
invited to learn about
defending life. Details:
303-770-1155

PHOTO PROVIDED

of Discernment
10 Art
Noon-2 p.m., Most

Concert
8 3Cathedral
p.m., Cathedral

Precious Blood Church,
2250 S. Harrison St.,
Denver, $75. Discernment of God’s will in
later half of life. Details:
betsy@mpbdenver.org
or 303-756-3083

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver, donation. Organ concert.
Details: 970-213-9257

NOVENA OF GRACE
R F P R O M

I

Inquiry
10 Faith
7 p.m.-8:30

p.m., basement of St.
Dominic Parish, 3005
W. 29th Ave., Denver,
free. Explore the Catholic faith. Details:

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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OUR FATHER
PROMISES
PROTECTION

ACROSS
1	Doctrines
5	Father of
Gideon
10	Hawaiian
dance
14	Worms
meeting
that denounced
Luther
15	Happen
16	Suffix with
décor
17	Solely
18	Gaze
fixedly
19	Festive
occasion
20	Vane reading
21	“…that
I have
sinned exceedingly
in thought,
word and
_ _ _.”
22	She tied
a scarlet
cord in her
window
23	Joseph
was sold
into slavery here
25	A place to
worship
from?
28	Encouraging word
29	Not fer
30	D.C.
lobbying
group

303-455-3613 or info@
stdominicdenver.org

Attollo Meeting
12 Janiczek
and

2

3

4

5

of Bible
12 7History
p.m.-8:15 p.m.,

St. Dominic Parish, 2901
Grove St., Denver, free.
Learn about the history of Israel. Details:
303-455-3613

Women’s Retreat
13 Through
March

15, YMCA of the Rockies, 2515 Tunnel Road,
Estes Park, $295 for
one woman per room,
$155 for four women.
Annual “Women’s Journey” retreat led by Msgr.
Leone and Father Lager.
Register: www.colorado
catholicretreats.org

13 Unfrozen Girls’
Retreat

Company, 8400 E.
Crescent Parkway,
1

Greenwood Village, free.
Business leadership
program for owners and
CEOs to cover personal,
professional and faith
development with peers
and advisors. Details:
720-508-4154 or paul@
attollousa.com

Through March 15,
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33	This becomes the
Body of
Christ at
the consecration
36	Obligation
38	Ear-related
39	Breathes
convulsively
40	Colors
41	Title in the
canonization
process
43	Contraction
44	Vane reading

45	Musical
instrument
46	“…be _ _ _
and your
no…” (Jas
5:12)
47	Former
“evil empire”
48	Italian
archdiocese
with the
Ambrosian
rite
50	 Mea _ _ _
53	Woman in
the Book
of Judges
who killed
Sisera

54	 _ _ _
Saints’
Day
57	Rattletrap
58	Online
letters
60	_ _ _ de
vivre
61	Femme’s
pronoun
62	Whet
63	L ast word
64 “ I _ _ _ no
evil for
thou art
with me”
(Ps 23:4)
65	Patron
saint of
hermits

66	Essential
point
DOWN
1	Marriage
vows
2	Evil deeds
3	Confused
hand-tohand fight
4	Pen
5	Patron
saint of
workers
6	Eight singers
7	Preparatory sch.
8	Big _ _ _,
California

Ponderosa Retreat
Center, 15235 Furrow
Road, Larkspur, $155.
For fifth-eighth-grade
girls. Details: 303-9189060 or
challengecolorado@
yahoo.com

14 Endow Lenten
Retreat

8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., in
Bonfils Hall at St. John
Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
$35. Explore suffering
and how Christ gives it
meaning and purpose.
Details: 720-382-7125 or
emily.espinola@endow
groups.org

19 Foster Parent Info
Night

7 p.m.-8 p.m., St. Francis
Cabrini Church, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton,
free. Learn how to help
children by becoming
an adoptive and foster
parent. Details: 303742-0828 or cgarcia@
ccdenver.org

9	Med.
Christian
empire
10	Egyptian
handmaiden
11	State in
which the
Diocese of
Salt Lake
City is
found
12	“Damn
Yankees”
vamp
13	Middle
easterner
21	Group of
two
22	Wife of a
rajah
24	God’s life
in us
25	_ _ _ Meal
26	Lies
27	Overhead
29	Road to
the altar?
30	There
were 3
popes with
this name
in the 20th
century
31	“A dillar, a
dollar, _ _ _
o’clock
scholar”
32	Tombs
34	Suggestions from
AAA
35	 “_ _ _
Kleine
Nacht
Musik”

36	“Come to
me, all who
_ _ _ and
are heavy
laden” (Mt
11:28)
37	Capital of
Tibet
39	Yaks
42	Sub _ _ _
43	Paradise
Lost?
46	Cedes
47	The _ _ _
Room,
where the
disciples
experienced the
Holy Spirit
48	The Diocese of
Portland is
here
49	Mother-inlaw of Ruth
50	Cook
51	River in
Africa
52	Refrain
syllables
53	The
apostles
were put
herefor
preaching
about
Jesus
55	Breaks
the eighth
commandment
56	Liturgical
season
58	Ovum
59	High-tech
hosp. test
60	Sharp
projection
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Shout Outs

Free Book!

Turning point

The Denver Catholic Biblical School
hosted its annual Servant of the Word
weekend February 13-14 and honored
Father Michael Gaitley, best-selling
author and speaker. Both the Friday night
banquet and the Saturday workshop were
well attended and raised money for the
school’s work of teaching people God’s
plan for their life as found in Scripture.
Our friend Ben Akers, director of the
Biblical school, told us that Father Gaitley
shared his own journey with Christ and
keys for revitalizing one’s faith through
devotion to the Divine Mercy and Marian
consecration. Ben also let slip a secret
tip on how to get a free copy of Father’s
new book, The Second Greatest Story Ever
Told. Visit www.marianmissionaries.
org, and click on the icon of the book. You
didn’t hear it from us.

Shout Outs correction
We’re not perfect, and here’s proof. The
life-changing penance given to Frank
Summers of the Family Missions
Company was misreported. It was 1
John, chapters 1-2. Sorry for the error.
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Over the past two weekends, hundreds
of catechumens from around the archdiocese gathered with Archbishop
Aquila for the Church’s ancient rite
of election. This rite is a turning point
for those preparing to enter into the
Church, as this is when the catechumens formally express their desire for
baptism to their bishop. From then on
they are called the “elect,” and they live
out the rest of Lent in a final period of
discernment as they prepare to enter
the Church at the Easter vigil. As we all
continue to seek a deeper conversion
and friendship with the Lord this Lent,
let us also keep the “elect” here in the
Archdiocese of Denver in our prayers as
they draw closer to their entrance into
the Church.

Did you find Jesus on CNN last
Sunday? The cable news network
launched a six-week original series
March 1 called Finding Jesus:
Faith, Fact, Forgery (Sundays
at 7 p.m.). The first episode featured an hour-long report on the
Shroud of Turin and Sudarium of
Oviedo. Denver’s own Tim Gray,
president of the Augustine Institute in Greenwood Village, was
interviewed for the series and is
featured in several of the six episodes. Pia de Solenni, academic
dean for AI’s campus in Orange,
California, noted on her blog that
while she “can’t vouch for the
entire Finding Jesus series,” she
hopes the programs “will be the
sources of many conversations
that help us to have deeper conversations about our faith.” A great Lenten project, if you ask us. Finding
Jesus ends Easter Sunday, so we’ll have to wait until then to find out if
CNN found Jesus or not. PHOTO COURTESY OF CNN

Another year,
another TV Mass

Almsgiving is easy

They’re so SMART
Principal Sister Marie Patrice of
Sts. Peter and Paul School in Wheat
Ridge sends a shout out to the PTSO
and donors in the auction paddle raiser
for financing three of the four SMART
boards needed to complete the school’s
SMART board project. They are also
in the process of ordering Surface Pros
thanks to a $21,000 grant and technology fees collected. The school’s hope,
Sister says, is to have a small set of personal devices for each classroom.

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MARCH 8

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

SUNDAY, MARCH 15

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, to be announced

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

CNN looks for Jesus

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

The Archdiocese of Denver’s weekly TV
Mass for the homebound turns 49 this
month, making it the longest running
broadcast in Colorado. Some 20,000
people watch the TV Mass every week
on CPT12 at 7 a.m., and about 5,000
watch the TV Mass in Spanish. Thank
you to all the priests, volunteers and
production crew for bringing the Mass
to those among us who are unable to
participate at Mass in their parish due
to illness or other circumstances.

The St. Thomas More School community in Centennial reminded us of
a good way to fulfill our Christian duty
of almsgiving this Lent: donate diapers
to Catholic Charities’ Bottom Line
Diaper Drive. Since Ash Wednesday,
the school collected nearly 10,000 diapers to Gabriel House to be distributed
to families in need in the metro area. Go
ahead, give a little, already! It’s easy, just
visit www.thebottomlinediaperdrive.
org for more information.

Did we miss a Shout Out? Do you want
to send a Shout Out to someone who has
done something worth Shouting Out? If
you do, send an email to DenverCatholic
@archden.org. It would be nice if you put
“Shout Out” in the subject line, but we’ll
get it either way.
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PRAYERS

CONTRACTOR

HOME HEALTH CARE

REMODELING

THANK YOU

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION

HOME HEALTH CARE & HOSPICE LPN

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

Thank you, Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
Padre Pio and St. Theresa for prayers
answered. - J.E.

40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

Experienced home healthcare and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment, Monday
through Friday in SW Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ELECTRICAL

HOUSE CLEANING

ROOFING

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

ESTELLA’S CLEANING SERVICE

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

Ten years experience. Licensed and
bonded. Weekly and biweekly thorough
cleaning. References available. Free
estimate. Please call 303-514-9719

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
Oh Most Beautiful Flower of Mount Carmel,
Fruitful Vine, Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate
Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity (make request). There are none
that can withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee (repeat 3 times).
Holy Mother, I place this prayer in your
hands (repeat 3 times). Say this prayer 3
consecutive days and then publish it. - L.J.

THANK YOU
In gratitude to St. Jude, the Holy Trinity
and the Holy Family for prayers
answered. - P.S.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

HANDYMAN

EVENTS

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

ENGAGED COUPLES RETREAT
See box ad, below

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

SMALL JOBS OR BIG JOBS

TRAVEL
ODYSSEY TOURS
See box ad, below

ATTORNEY
LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

Doing business in Colorado for over
25 years. Plumbing, electric, flooring,
painting, etc. References. Free estimates!
Insured & bonded. Call Jay at 720-841-8585

PMJ HOUSE CLEANING
Immaculate & detailed, to your specifications. Special projects okay. Dependable.
Excellent local references. SHJ parishioner.
Boulder area. Call Patty at 303-441-9141

INSURANCE
ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY
New Roof? Great rates!
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
www.elkhornagency.com
Members - St Michael’s 30 years

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TREE SERVICE

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete
service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS
$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

PLUMBING

ITALY & SWITZERLAND – Sept. 1-12 2015

A few spaces still available – an extraordinary tour - $3,675.

For details please call 303-332-3235
Odyssey Tours (12 years of group tour experience)

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing and
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898

MILE HIGH TREE CARE, INC.
See box ad, below

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

Classifieds

ARTISAN ITEMS FOR
SALE

HELP WANTED,
cont’d

CRAFT-E-Q ENTERPRISES, LLC

MAINTENANCE /SECURITY
POSITION

Doll clothes & accessories to fit American
Girl size dolls, Christmas napkins, Nursing
Cover-ups & much more!! Visit our website
at Crafteq.org

ROSARY SUPPLIES DONATIONS NEEDED
NEED ROSARY SUPPLY DONATIONS
St. Joseph’s Rosary Makers of Nativity
Parish seeking donations of supplies and
beads from former rosary makers. Please
call Celeste 303-466-5802.

St. Pius X seeks a Maintenance & Security
worker part-time (20-22 hrs/wk) for
W/Th/F, 2 hrs. on Sat. & 8 hrs. on Sun.
Please send resume and hourly rate
requirement to jobs@stpiusxparish.org.
Closing date is March 20th.

MARKETING COORDINATOR
Marketing professional needed part-time
to help identify & execute strategic objectives in student recruitment at St. Thomas
More Catholic School. Send resume to
principal: jana@stthomasmore.org

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, PRE-K - 8th

HELP WANTED
ADULT FAITH FORMATION
COORDINATOR - St. Francis of Assisi
in Longmont seeks full-time Adult Faith
Formation Coordinator. Interested applicants please go to www.sfassisi.org for job
description and requirements.

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

CUSTOMER SERVICE POSITION
(Starting at 24 hrs. per week). Seeking
mature, detail & service oriented
individual with knowledge of Scripture
and symbolism.Must be flexible, computer
proficient, organized, hardworking, self
motivated. Must have a positive attitude
and be a cheerful team player. FAX your
resume, attention Christa, to 303-730-8860

MAINTENANCE WORKER-PART TIME
Most Precious Blood seeks a Maintenance
Worker to work Part Time with some
weekends. Interested applicants, please
send your resume and salary requirements to parish@mpbdenver.org. Put
“Maintenance Worker” in the subject line.
Closing date is March 13th.

Good Shepherd School, Denver. Applicant
must be practicing Roman Catholic, have
a Master’s degree with at least 20 hrs. in
educational admin., and a minimum of
5 yrs. experience teaching in a Catholic
school. Administration experience
desired. For a full job description, visit
www. goodshepherddenver.org. Call Office
of Catholic Schools at 303-715-3200 for an
application packet.

SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
St. Mary Catholic School is hiring
substitute teachers for all grades (K-8).
Candidates must have a current teaching
or substitute license, pass a background
check, and complete the Safe Environment
Training upon hire. For more information
contact Kathy at 303-798-2375 or email
kboscia@stmarylittleton.org.

CEMETERY SITES FOR
SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two side-by-side grave sites, Sect. 22,
Block 4, Lot 8, Graves 9 & 10; lovely older
area. Asking $3,150 ea. incl. transfer fee.
Call Dennis at 303-367-1100.

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

PRAGUE & AUSTRIA – Oct. 5-15, 2015

Visit Prague, Vienna, and towns along the Danube. Tours in Prague
& Vienna; a boat ride on the Danube; tour the famous Melk Abbey.
Upscale hotels, most meals included - $3,550.

CALL FOR WINTER DISCOUNTS!

Service Directory |

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”

Holy Family Church Hall, Denver
April 24th and 25th, 2015

Engaged couples
Retreat

LAWN CARE

with Msgr. Ken Leone

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

For more information, please call 303-471-1568 or visit
www.engagedcouplesretreat.com

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
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Perspectives

No fighting God

S

ome months after my son-in-law,
Rob Susil, died, a longtime friend
asked me, in a gentle but pointblank way, “Are you still fighting God?”
The only
honest
response
GEORGE was, “Yes.”
WEIGEL At which
my friend
said,
The Catholic Difference
simply,
George Weigel is a
“You’re not
distinguished senior fellow of
going to
the Ethics and Public Policy
win, you
Center in Washington, D.C.
know…”
I think
back on that exchange now, during the
Lent following the fifth anniversary
of Rob’s death, because Lent is the
“acceptable time” [2 Cor 6:2] to ponder
the mystery of suffering and death, and
what it teaches us about God’s ways, our
ways, and the incalculable difference
between the two.
Even after a half-decade, the death
of Dr. Robert Susil makes no sense by
any human calculus. He was a young
man in terrific physical shape at the
beginning of the very prime of life. He
was a thoroughly converted disciple of

Testament’s reflection on the unfaththe Lord Jesus Christ, and a devoted
omable mysteries of evil and suffering
husband and father. He was also a
and their relationship to God. And in
brilliant scientist and compassionate
Job, I began to find, if not answers to
healer, one of the country’s foremost
Rob’s death that made
young cancer doctors,
rational sense, then at
who died of cancer after
least an answer that made
having won the esteem
Lent is the
sense in light of biblical
of his colleagues at the
‘acceptable
faith.
highest altitudes of
time’ [2 Cor 6:2] to
Job, I came to see, is the
American medicine; as
ponder the mystery
model of what an Italian
one of his older Johns
biblical scholar has called
Hopkins colleagues said
of suffering and
“the believer who loves
to me, at Rob’s wake, “We death, and what it
the true God in himself
just lost our next Nobel
teaches us about
and for himself, without
Prize.” If that was true,
God’s ways, our ways, ulterior motives”—and
I kept asking myself,
and the incalculable
does so precisely along
why did God take him
the dark path of suffering.
years before he had the
difference between
It is Job, sitting amidst
chance to make what I’m
the two.”
misery, who rejects his
sure would have been a
GEORGE WEIGEL
friends’ calculating,
historic pro-life speech
facile suggestions about why bad things
while accepting one of the world’s most
happen to good people. It is Job who, in
prestigious awards? I’d probably have
the end, refuses to cram the divine will
been watching on CNN-Purgatory, but
and purpose onto the procrustean bed
still … why?
of human wisdom. It is Job who, finally,
My friend’s nudge about fighting God
let’s God be God—and who, by admitprompted me to dig into the Book of
ting that he is not the artisan of his own
Job. It’s strange that the Lectionary
existence, makes a deeper act of faith in
doesn’t make more use of Job during
the God whose divine “logic” in beyond
Lent, for surely this masterpiece of
anything human minds can grasp.
world literature is the apex of the Old

“

His love, your sin

J

esus continues the
“shock factor” this
Third Sunday of
Lent in John 2:13-25. I
wonder what it was like
to see him overturn the
tables in the temple, and
then shout out words
that no one understood,
“destroy this temple and
in three days I will raise
it up.” He was referring
to the temple of his body.
They “got it” on Easter
Sunday.
You’re a temple too, you
know. St. Paul reminds us
of that: “Do you not know
that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you
have received from God?
You are not your own.”
You receive the
Eucharist. You are a tabernacle. You’re sacred.
God doesn’t hate our sins
because he finds us disgusting. He hates our sin
because it’s not worthy
of us.

I’ll never forget when
my son, Ethan, was first
learning about modesty
as a little boy. He saw a
billboard of a half-clothed
woman, looked up at me,

CHRIS
STEFANICK
The Way
Chris Stefanick is the
president of Real Life Catholic.
Throughout Lent Chris will
offer a series of seven steps to
achieve a deeper relationship
with Jesus.

and said “That’s gross,
right Dad?” “No, Ethan,”
I said. “That’s not gross.
That’s too sacred and too
beautiful to be thrown on
a billboard.”
This way of looking at
our own sin is revolutionary: it should change us.
It brings us from a
self-loathing to striving

for fulfillment. From a
negative guilt that tears
us down to a positive
repentance that builds us
up. From seeing God as
a condemning boss to a
supportive father.
If you’re doing Lent
as you should, you’ve
been reflecting on ways
you need to change to
follow Jesus. Take a few
minutes to examine your
conscience this week, not
with an eye toward your
weaknesses, faults and
failings, but in light of the
beauty and sacredness
God sees in you.
You’re his temple,
you know. And he’s passionate about cleansing
you, because he loves
you. And with that great
love in mind … don’t be
afraid to run to him in
the sacrament of confession. Confessions are
offered at most parishes
weekly, and at other
special times at penance

services throughout the
Lenten season. (If you
haven’t been for a while,
don’t worry. It’s simple.
The priest will guide you
through it.)

DENVER CATHOLIC
FILE PHOTO BY
JAMES BACA

Robert Charles Susil, I came to understand, was another of those righteous
men who loved the true God “in himself
and for himself,” making no bargains in
the process. And if he could approach
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ that
way, how could I do less? So while I do
not pretend to have gained any further
insight, these past five years, into the
divine “logic” of Rob’s life and death,
sharing his Passover gave me, ultimately, the gift of knowing that I cannot
fight the God in whom I profess faith
each Sunday without rendering that
profession of faith false—although it
took me awhile to accept the gift.
Lent—the Christian walk to Jerusalem
with the Lord who meets his destiny
there in complete submission to the
Father’s will—is an annual reminder that
God is God and we aren’t. When Jesus
tells Pilate, “You would have no power
over me unless it had been given you
from above” [Jn 19:11], he is not making
an abstract point in political philosophy;
he is making an act of faith in the design
of salvation the Father has devised.
The grace to bring ourselves to
embrace that design, however “illogical”
it may seem, is one special grace of the
40 Days.

Jn 2:13-25 | The Passover of the Jews was at
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple he found those who were selling oxen
and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers at their business. And making a whip of
cords, he drove them all, with the sheep and
oxen, out of the temple; and he poured out the
coins of the money-changers and overturned
their tables. And he told those who sold the
pigeons, “Take these things away; you shall not
make my Father’s house a house of trade.” His
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal
for thy house will consume me.” The Jews then
said to him, “What sign have you to show us for
doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The
Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years
to build this temple, and will you raise it
up in three days?” But he spoke of the
temple of his body. When therefore he
was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this;
and they believed the scripture and
the word which Jesus had spoken.
Now when he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover feast, many believed in his
name when they saw the signs which
he did; but Jesus did not trust himself
to them, because he knew all men and
needed no one to bear witness of man;
for he himself knew what was in man.

Sign up for the Real Life Catholic
newsletter at RLCExperience.com
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Relax students, God’s not grading Lent

T

here seems to be a pervading sense
of anxiety on my college’s campus
as Lent approaches each year.
We are often called a student body

MARY CATHERINE
MEYER
Guest Column
Mary Catherine Meyer, a Denver native, is a junior
at Hillsdale College in Michigan. She is studying
English literature, classical education and Latin;
and enjoys good books, good food and good
liturgy.

of “over-achievers.” Some of us spend
Friday nights reading Aristotle and
Augustine for example. Our athletic
teams train hard. At lunch, we debate
about predestination and the best
modes of literary criticism. There
always seem to be papers in need of
revision, guest lectures to attend, more
books awaiting our analysis. Beyond
that, we impose pressure on ourselves
to be perpetually seeking new friendships, becoming involved in more clubs
and societies, and taking on new roles of
leadership and service.
None of these activities or desires are
bad. They all seem, in fact, quite good. But
when overdone, when done for the sake
of gaining a name for ourselves, they can
simply fuel our egoism, orienting us less
toward other people and less toward God.
With this attitude of performance,
we grow anxious about Lent because
we want to know what we should give
up, what new sacrifices we should take
on. We want to know so zealously how
God desires us to grow and what he is

inviting us to do. Lent—an extraordinary pilgrimage through the desert—can
quickly become a brisk walk through
a busy and over-populated city. Partly
driven by our genuine desires for holiness, partly by the worldly over-activity
that we internalize, we might transform
Lent into a performance for God.
But Lent is not our performance for
God; Lent is God’s gift to us. He invites
us to draw closer to and become more
like Christ in his emptiness, for he “did
not count equality with God a thing to
be grasped, but rather emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant” (Phil 2:6).
If the Christian life is about becoming
like Jesus, then we must begin here, by
emptying ourselves, taking the form of
servants. In desiring to overcome our
vices and to increase in virtue, we must
first realize our simplicity and see each
of our imperfections as a great opportunity for God’s love to be manifest.
The Catechism directs us to the
parable of the prodigal son as a guide
to understanding Christian penance,
repentance and conversion. As elements
in the process of conversion, it notes,
“the fascination of illusory freedom,
the abandonment of the father’s house;
the extreme misery in which the son
finds himself; his deep humiliation…his
reflection on all he hast lost; his repentance…the journey back; the father’s
generous welcome” (1439). The prodigal son’s wandering through profound
humiliation and utter neediness is our
model. Finally, to receive the father’s
embrace with complete self-surrender,
humility, vulnerability and trust is the
end of our own wandering in the desert.
This year, the Lord leads me to
assume a new posture toward the
Lenten season. He has not drastically

The campus of Hillside College. PHOTO BY BROTHER ATTICUS/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

altered the nature of my practices and
offerings, but rather remade my interior disposition. Many successes and
achievements for which I praised myself
have fallen away this semester through
a series of humbling circumstances.
These have forced me to reckon with
the transient identities I constructed
for myself, to acknowledge my actual littleness, and most importantly, to realize
more fully that Jesus’ love for me is not
contingent upon my accomplishments
or achievements; it is contingent upon
nothing other than my existence.
For those desirous of sainthood, we
can too easily forget this beginning,
what should be the genesis of all our
prayer and fasting and almsgiving. “The
father’s generous welcome” must be the
font from which our spiritual lives flood

forth, the pool to which they return for
rest. Returning again and again to his
outstretched arms is our surest defense
against the temptations of anxiety.
In our youthfulness, we college
students are particularly zealous, but
perhaps there is a bit of this Lenten
performer complex within everyone.
May we surrender the idea that we are
perfecting ourselves and trust that God
is perfecting us. I pray that as we continue on our pilgrimage, we would accept
both the reality of our emptiness and
the father’s perfect love in the midst of
it, that we would let Christ “allure us”
and “bring us into the wilderness and
speak tenderly to us” (Hos 2:16) so that,
through the mysterious consummation
of the triduum, we will know his embrace
and the joy of living as his betrothed.
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On perspectives
Kudos to Gina Warner,
Father (Randy) Dollins
and Chris Stefanick for
their perfectly timed
“perspectives” (Feb.
21-27 Denver Catholic).
For me the underlying
theme of each one is
a daily reminder: stop
focusing on ME and start
focusing on God! He is
“the Way, the Truth and
the Life,” not me, not
material things, not the
world. Thank you for that
reminder!
JULIE HECKER
Littleton

Heaven and angels
Great job to Gina
Warner on the article last
week (“Getting real,” Feb.
21-27 Denver Catholic).
Our stories are actually
pretty similar, at least on
the subject of the Eucharist. I had no idea how
much grace was awaiting
my life! Thanks to Gina
for sharing a bit of her
story!
SETH J. DEMOOR
Englewood

Thank you for your
beautiful story in the Jan.
17 edition of the Denver
Catholic highlighting the
courageous choice by
Trevor and Hayley Lamoureux to carry their precious
daughter, Veyda, despite
getting medical advice to
terminate the pregnancy
(“30 Hours,” Jan. 17-23).
My husband and I also
were in this unimaginable
situation last year and gave
birth to our son, Michael
Jair Collison, on June 8,
2015. Upon finding out
early in the pregnancy that
he had a diagnosis that
was “not compatible with

life,” we too were advised
to terminate but chose to
keep him no matter what
the outcome was going
to be. We only had about
25 minutes with him and
the pain of losing him was
worth every moment of
getting to hold him, meet
him and know that we gave
him the absolutely best life
possible.
Since we were in a
similar situation to the
Lamoureux family, I was
moved to clarify a small
but important theological
concept that is often misconstrued when children
die. I have no doubt that

our precious babies are in
heaven with new, healthy
bodies and are worshipping
in the presence of the Lord.
However, I want to make
the important distinction
that they are not angels.
God created both humans
and angels as distinct types
of persons and one cannot
become the other. Angels
are his messengers, they
worship God and they even
protect us, but they are not
the same as human beings.
When we die, we will leave
our earthy bodies behind,
but we will not become
angels. I find great peace
and comfort knowing that

our Michael, and other
children that have died, are
in the wonderful presence
of the Lord, alongside the
angels. Thank you very
much.

ROSEANNE COLLISON
Aurora
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Send letters to
DenverCatholic@archden.
org, via www.DenverCatholic.
org, or mail to Denver Catholic
Letters, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210. Please
include full name, city and
phone number. Letters may
be edited. Opinions are those
of the author and not the
Archdiocese of Denver.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

