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Everyone
needs
mercy

As we enter more deeply into the season of Lent, our thoughts
begin to turn to the sacrament of confession. This is a sacrament
that can be approached with fear, but Father Gary Selin of St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary suggests approaching confession
with a recognition of God’s love and unconditional mercy.
See page 5 for more resources on confession, a full interview with
Father Selin on this sacrament of God’s love, and a list of
methods for an examination of conscience.
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Coptic martyrs give us strength

D

uring Lent we pray, fast and
give alms to help us focus on the
mercy and love of the Father and
to weaken our attachment to sin so that
we can rise anew with Jesus at Easter.
The recent murder of 21 Coptic Christians by the Islamic State is the ultimate
example of this kind of sacrifice, and
should inspire us to deepen our own
resolve this Lent.
Details about the men who were killed
in Libya are continuing to emerge, and
as they do, the testimony of their faith is
inspiring courage and greater faith.
Seventeen of the Copts were from
the village of Salamut, three others
were from nearby villages, and one man
was from the African country of Chad.
Father Rafic Greiche, spokesman for the
Catholic Church in Egypt, explained to
Vatican Radio that the man from Chad
converted to Christianity because of the
faith he witnessed in the Coptic Christians who were kidnapped with him.
“He found his faith when he saw the
face of the other Egyptian Christians,
he didn’t want to leave,” he said. “He
wanted to be a martyr like them.”
The faith of these Coptic Christians
was simple. In fact, Father Greiche
suggested that they were illiterate and
could not read the Bible. But as they
were being executed, some of the men
can be seen in the video saying, “Lord,
Jesus Christ!” with their last breath.
Pope Francis reacted to the news
by declaring, “It makes no difference
whether they are Catholics, Orthodox,
Copts or Protestants. They are Christians! Their blood is one and the same.
Their blood confesses Christ.”

Prayer vigil outside the White House remembers 21 murdered Coptic Christians in Libya. PHOTO BY MATT HADRO/CNA

The horrible tragedy has also united
Egyptians. While Copts have been
oppressed in Egypt for decades, President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi responded to
the killings by visiting St. Mark’s Coptic
Cathedral, declaring seven days of
national mourning, and ordering military strikes against the Islamic State.
He has also lifted a de-facto ban on
building new Christian churches and
a spirit of fraternity between Muslims
and Christians has begun to grow.
Before these brutal murders, many

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE

Feb 17

Feb. 28: Mass (8 a.m.) and speaker (9:30 a.m.)
for Deacon Convocation Day, St. JPII Center

March 5: Fifth grade liturgy, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.); Mass,
Legatus Denver Chapter meeting, St. JPII Center (6:20 p.m.)

ready to declare, “Lord, Jesus Christ!”
with our dying breath? The courage
and strength to stand up for the faith
are forged over time through trials, and
even through failures. Yet when we keep
the eyes of our hearts fixed on Jesus, all
things are possible.
Let us use this Lenten season of sacrifice and conversion to grow in the
strength of the Lord and the power of
the Spirit, so that we can testify to him,
no matter what the cost. In doing so, we
will rise with him at Easter!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

@ArchbishopDen

March 1: Eastern Plains Rite of Election, St. Mary
Parish, Brush (2 p.m.)
March 3: Speaker, Young Catholic Professionals Executive Speaker Series, St. JPII Center (7
p.m.)

Coptic Christians would have been surprised at such a show of support. The
witness of martyrs can accomplish great
things and move even the most hardened of hearts.
Here in the Archdiocese of Denver, we
also can show our support by continuing
to pray for Christians being persecuted
for the faith and by financially supporting organizations that are helping
refugees.
We can also reﬂect on our own love
for Christ and his Church. Would we be

How can the Church
serve your #family? Please
complete the @ArchDenver
questionnaire before
March 2: http://ow.ly/IQqrj
#synod2015
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Vatican Notes

Who would care for you?

Pray for Christians captured
by extremists, leaders say

If you needed long term care who would be your
caregiver? Your Spouse? Your Children?
Long Term Care Insurance not only provides expanded care options, it
provides loved ones the ability to maintain their quality of life.

Protecting Your
Future...Today

Jim Chevarria
Chevarria Insurance Group
2014 Best Businesses of Lakewood Award
www.chevarriainsurancegroup.com

Call (303) 955-6837 for a no-risk consultation.
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hristian leaders across the world
encouraged prayer as a response
to reports that ISIS militants kidnapped some 90 Assyrian Christians after
attacking and seizing two villages Feb 24.
News agencies reported an international response to the kidnapping in
northeast Syria this week. Some leaders
expressed growing fears for the captives
taken by the extremist group with a history of persecuting Christians.
Patriarch Ignatius Joseph III Younan
said prayer is the best response, according to Catholic News Agency.
“Let’s pray for those innocent people,”
Patriarch Younan, the Syriac Patriarch of
Antioch, told CNA over the phone from
Beirut. “It’s a very, let’s say, very ordinary
thing to have those people with such
hatred toward non-Muslims that they
don’t respect any human life.”

Archimandrite Emanuel Youkhana, an
Iraqi abbot who works to support persecuted Christians in the region, sent a
message to Catholic agencies about the
urgent need to support Christians in the
Middle East.
He wrote to Aid to the Church in Need
that families from various regions were
taken to the Arab Sunni village of Um
Al-Masamier. The exact number of captured Christians has not been confirmed.
“They are alive so far, but the men are
separated from women and children,”
Archimandrite Youkhana reportedly
wrote to the agency.
Since the rise of ISIS in Iraq last June,
more than 1.8 million have fled and
sought refuge from the militant group
that’s beheaded and murdered Christians. SOURCES: CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY, AID TO THE
CHURCH IN NEED

NEWS IN BRIEF

Bishop ready for
martyrdom

The apostolic vicar of
Tripoli in Libya says he
would rather face martyrdom at the hands of Islamic
extremists than abandon
his community. In a telephone interview with
Italy’s Corriere della Sera,
Bishop Giovanni Innocenzo Martinelli, 73, said
he would not ﬂee the country. “It would be a betrayal,”
he said. “This is the end
of my mission. And if the
end must bear witness to
my blood, I will do it.” To
Vatican Radio he reiterated: “We are ready to bear
witness to who we are and
to what we do according to
the words of Christ.” SOURCES:

Poet-monk now a
Church doctor

St. Gregory of Narek,
an Armenian poet and
monk from the 10th
century, is now a doctor
of the universal Church.
Pope Francis signed the
declaration Feb. 21, which
was proposed by the Congregation for Causes of
Saints, according to Vatican Radio. St. Gregory of
Narek, a prominent figure
of the medieval Armenian
Church, is most widely
known for his Book of
Lamentations. The saint
described the series of
95 prayers as an “encyclopedia of prayer for all
nations.” SOURCE: RADIOVATI-

CANA.VA

How to avoid failure

Pope Francis gave
advice last week on how
to avoid being a failure in
life. Taking his cues from
the Gospel for the day, the
pope asked: “What profit
is there for one to gain the
whole world, yet lose or
forfeit himself?” According to Vatican Radio,
he reﬂected with those
attending Mass at Casa
Santa Marta Feb. 19 that
“the search for personal
success, for possessions,
without a thought for the
Lord, and for one’s family,
is always the wrong path
to choose.” He added, “A
person can earn everything, but in the end
become a failure.” SOURCE:

 March 6-8
 March 10
 March 13-15
 March 20-22
 March 24
 March 27-29

Weekend Retreat (Men)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)
Vietnamese Retreat (Men & Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Women)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

VATICAN.VA

ZENIT.ORG, RADIOVATICANA.VA

OFFICIAL ACTS
The following dispensation has been granted by His Holiness Pope Francis, and received by Most
Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Mr. Krzyszof Leszek Misiura has been granted a dispensation from the clerical state and the obligations connected to sacred ordination of priesthood by the Roman Pontiff, Pope Francis, effective
immediately.

Limited time offer at pa
pparticipating
rticipatingg locations.
TM & © 2015 Arby’s IP Holder Trust
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In search of community
Denver organizes networking, social events for young adults
BY NISSA LAPOINT

T

Get Involved

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

he young adult community grew
this month when a new group
formed to help peers bud into faithfilled professionals. Hundreds showed up
for Young Catholic Professionals Denver
and its kick-off reception Feb. 17 at Christ
the King Church. Many talked about the
need for support and formation in living
their faith in the workplace.
“I do feel that young adults are often
intimidated and afraid to reveal their
faith in the workplace,” said Garrett
Adrian, marketing manager at Goddess Garden Organics, who attended
the reception. “People oftentimes have
preconceived notions that Catholics
are extreme and close-minded, and that
makes it difficult to be bold regarding our
faith in the workplace.”
Vanessa Hamm, assistant director of
operations for the chapter, shared, “So
often in our society, we can feel intimidated into silence about our faith. Yet, I
believe this fear and silence has more to
do with our own lack of understanding
about our Catholic faith than our fear of
what others may think.”
The church hall was abuzz with chatting young adults and was led by the
Dallas-based nonprofit’s founder, Jennifer Baugh, who introduced the chapter
and its planned activities.
The Denver chapter is the first launched
outside of Texas that will include networking events, happy hours, executive
speaker series, mentorships and retreats
for members. A leadership team and
other volunteers will help organize the
events and its first speaker, Archbishop
Samuel Aquila, scheduled for March 3.

Coming up
Young adults seeking community
and a chance to grow in their faith
are invited to attend upcoming
socials, liturgies and other events.
» VIGIL PRAISE
Join seminarians and young adults
for prayer, adoration, confessions
and music monthly.
7 p.m. March 21; 7 p.m. April 25
Christ the King Chapel, St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary,
1300 S. Steele St.

Young adults in the Catholic Young Adult Sports league celebrate after a
winning game of dodgeball. PHOTO PROVIDED BY CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULT SPORTS

The hope is that young adults will be
engaged in their faith and develop both
professional and personal skills through
the chapter.
“After college, it can oftentimes be difficult to find a strong faith community of
peers,” said Adrian, also the director of
marketing for the chapter. “You get up,
you go to work, you go home, and hopefully you go to church on Sundays. It is
my hope that YCP will help young adults
find meaning in their everyday lives and
also find a strong, faith-filled community
of believers to grow with.”
The young professionals group joins
one of several ministries in the greater-Denver area aimed to help young
adults form strong community and find
Christ in their lives.
Theology on Tap is an Archdiocese of

Denver sponsored gathering for young
adults seeking a casual atmosphere for
chatting and faith sharing. Speakers have
talked about friendships, dating, vocations, hearing God’s word and personal
stories of failure and triumph in the pursuit of happiness.
The archdiocese recently organized
a webpage for access to several other
gatherings including liturgies like Vigil
Praise—a night of praise, adoration and
confession—and the Candlelight Mass—a
monthly night of confession, Mass and
fellowship at a nearby tavern.
Young adults can learn about many of
these opportunities through a new webpage www.archden.org/dcya with a list of
upcoming events and helpful links. Look
at the boxes for more details.

Get connected
“It’s important for everyone in their 20s and 30s to
grow deeper in their relationship with Christ and to
find authentic Christian community. Through these
connections we can become intentional members of our
parishes and find tangible ways to live out the mission
of Jesus Christ and his Church together. As Catholics,
we know that the edification, support and inspiration
we seek is often found when we first give of ourselves for
others.”
- JOSHUA KARABINOS
of the archdiocese’s Office of
Evangelization and Family Life Ministries

MOBILE & ONLINE
Tap into the young adult community by:
Visiting archden.org/dcya
Texting “DCYA” to 84576
Denver Catholic Young Adults Facebook page
What you’ll find:
» Parish connections
» Theology on Tap
» Young Catholic Professionals Denver
» Candlelight Mass
» Vigil Praise
» Catholic Charities volunteer portal
» Catholic Young Adult Sports

» THEOLOGY ON TAP
Meet with friends over a drink and
listen to speakers address the fundamental questions of life and faith.
7 p.m. March 9; 7 p.m. April 13
Katie Mullen’s Irish Restaurant and
Pub, 1550 Court Place
» CANDLELIGHT MASS
Celebrate Mass in the candlelight
and join others for fellowship
afterward.
7 p.m. March 19; 7 p.m. April 16
Confessions heard 6 p.m.-7 p.m.
Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
2200 S. Logan St.
Fellowship afterwards at Hanson’s
Tavern, 1301 S. Pearl St.
»	
YOUNG CATHOLIC
PROFESSIONALS DENVER

Join this new chapter organized for
young adults seeking professional
support and community in order to
better exemplify Christ in the workplace. Events include networking
and an executive speaker series.
7 p.m.-9 p.m. March 3
Refectory, St. John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St.
»	
CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULT
SPORTS
Join other 18-39 year olds for yearround recreational sports leagues
and free activities through this
nonprofit. Other events including
ice skating, picnics and retreats.
Learn more at www.catholicyoung
adultsports.com
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The ‘real gift’ 6 ways to
examine your conscience
of confession
BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138 | nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

B

efore you place a foot in that
confessional, remember this:
God loves you, and his mercy is
unconditional.
“The reason that’s so important is
because love casts out all fear,” said
Father Gary Selin, who teaches future
priests at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary how to be confessors. “If we
begin by looking at our sins, it’s easy to
get overwhelmed by the darkness. We
need to first see (our sins) in the light of
who God is, and it’s in the light of God
who loves us.”
It’s understandable, he said, for the
faithful to feel fear before the sacrament
of reconciliation—fear of admitting a
sin, fear of what the priest will say. But,
he added, the key to a good confession is
to begin with a recognition of God’s love,
and calling on the Holy Spirit for light to
see failures.
“If we start here then our examination
of conscience will always be on firm foundation because it’s focused on our life
in him that helps to see how to become
love,” Father Selin said. “As a person
grows in their confessional experience
the Holy Spirit will work with them on
a deeper and deeper level. It’s actually
quite beautiful.”
He said he teaches seminarians about
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and how it’s
the symbol of God’s love. The light of
his heart symbolizes the understanding
of sins given by the Holy Spirit, and the

ﬂames of his heart signify how his love
burns away sins.
There are many ways to examine one’s
conscience, he said. Using the 10 Commandments is a traditional method from
the Old Testament, and the Beatitudes
from the New Testament is a helpful way
for penitents to see how their lives may
fall short.
Even without these methods, Father
Selin suggested a simple examination that involves asking oneself these
questions: “Among the sins that I have
committed, which one offends God the
most?”; “Which is the easiest for me to
commit?”; and “What grace do I now ask
from God through this confession?”
In the quest for forgiveness, Father
Selin said it’s also important to examine
why a sin is committed—if the motives
are for reasons of fear or damnation or
for sorrow for having offended God.
“We want to look at what we did, but
also see why,” he explained. “That helps
us see where our heart is. Jesus is the
healer in confession when we present
our wounds to him, but we also want the
medicine provided for us.”
Everyone needs mercy, he said, and frequently over a lifetime. The sacrament of
penance is not simply a fire extinguisher
used to put out the ﬂames of a big mess.
It’s a sacrament available for faithful to
use as a way to grow in love of God.
“Our whole lives as Catholics are really
about falling head-over-heels in love with
God,” Father Selin said. “When we see it
in that aspect, confession makes sense.
When we start to grow in that, the sacrament of penance is a real gift.”

Resources
ONLINE
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops www.usccb.org;
The Catholic Education Resource Center www.CatholicEducation.org;
CatholicCulture.org; The Gregorian Institute www.thegregorian.org/blog;
BeginningCatholic.com; GoodConfession.com; www.FocusEquip.org
BOOKS
“How to Make a Good Confession: A Pocket Guide to Reconciliation
with God” by John Kane;
“The Seven Capital Sins” by Fulton J. Sheen;
“A Primer for Confession” by New Hope Publications
VIDEOS
“How to Make a Catholic Confession” by the New Saint Thomas Institute
SMARTPHONE APPS
“Laudate”; “iPieta”; and “Confession: A Roman Catholic App”

The tradition of the Church has given faithful Catholics many methods to help
prepare for those grace-ﬁlled moments of absolution. Below is a helpful guide
of some of the top ways to examine one’s conscience before entering the
confessional.

1
2
3
4
5
6

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
Faithful have used the 10 Commandments as a thorough way
to examine their lives and develop their own conscience.
THE BEATITUDES
In Matthew 5:1-13, Christ proposed a set of guidelines that
can be used to examine one’s conscience.
THE SEVEN CAPITAL SINS
The capital sins, from which all other sins ﬂow, are usually present in each
person in some form: Pride, covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony,
envy and sloth.
SINS AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT
In Matthew 12: 31-32, Jesus warns about the sins against
the Holy Spirit.
THE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES
A look into the failures of living the theological virtues—faith, hope and
charity—can give light to areas of potential growth.
THE PRECEPTS OF THE CHURCH
The faithful of the Church are also bound to follow its precepts, which give
direction to help them toward their eternal salvation.
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Regis Jesuit pro-life club picked as ‘Group of the Year’
BY JULIE FILBY

W

303-715-3123
julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

hen one of Mary Montoya’s
teachers returned from the
March for Life in Washington,
D.C. last year, Montoya asked her what
she did while in D.C.
“No one had ever asked me what I did
there until Mary,” explained Rosalba
Gonzalez-Hill, Spanish teacher and
diversity director at Regis Jesuit High
School Girls Division, who has participated in the annual pro-life march the
last five years.
Her question launched an 80-minute
conversation that ended with Montoya
asking: “Would you be willing to start a
club here?”

Gonzalez-Hill was happy to comply.
Together with Emily Harpole and Haley
Chirico, both seniors at Regis Jesuit, the
group reached out to Lauren Castillo of
Students for Life, a national network of
pro-life clubs dedicated to educating high
school and college students.
Last month, based on the impact they
are already having on their campus and
on the wider community, the Students for
Life club at Regis Jesuit was named the
2015 New High School Group of the Year
at the national Students for Life Conference in Washington, D.C.
Since last fall the group has held weekly
meetings with 20 to 30 girls attending,
and they organized a two-week diaper
drive that collected more than 6,000 diapers for Catholic Charities’ Bottom Line
diaper bank.
“It was a huge hit,” Harpole said. “Many

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays
British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece / Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

Bishop Machebeuf High School
An Academic Community of Faith

www.machebeuf.org

Haley Chirico and Emily Harpole. PHOTO
PROVIDED

teachers even gave their students extra
credit in their class if they contributed to
the drive.”
The school also took 20 students, from
the girls’ and boys’ divisions, to the 2015
March for Life in Washington, D.C. Jan. 22.
“This is a huge accomplishment for
them and they very much deserved it,”
said Castillo, adding that SFLA works
with more than 800 clubs nationwide.
“This club is on fire and doing amazing
things to help their campus.”
“The award was so wonderful because
we felt it was God’s way of telling us he is
proud of what we are doing and his encouragement to keep moving forward with the

Longtime Nativity deacon
a model of humility

D

“Modern man listens more willingly to
witnesses than to teachers, and if he does
listen to teachers, it is because they are
witnesses.”
Pope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi 41

club at Regis Jesuit,” Harpole said.
They received a prize of $500 to help
fund future campaigns, which may
include helping the boys’ division start
a club.
“A lot of girls really don’t know about
abortion … they don’t see it as a topic
for young people,” Harpole said. “More
girls have asked me about it and (through
the club) we’ve been digging deeper
ourselves.”
When approached by a friend of a
friend who “might be pregnant,” Chirico
felt prepared for the conversation.
“I had information on pregnancy
resources,” she said, “and helped work
her through it.”
They believe it is their job to speak up
for those who have no voice.
“We are trying to prepare and equip
our generation to fight for every human’s
right to life,” explained club member
Cassidy Roderick, a junior. “It’s especially important that we do this in high
school, and before college, because the
majority of abortions are performed on
college-aged women.”
“It’s present at every school,” Harpole
said. “That was eye-opening to me.”
“We need to be very embracing of
what our mission is here … we need to
have compassion for all those around
us,” Gonzalez-Hill said. “When a time
of need arises for these girls I’m hopeful
they will remember this club … a group of
their sisters.”

eacon Richard Medenwaldt, 78,
a deacon of the Archdiocese of
Denver, died Feb. 15.
Deacon Medenwaldt served the faithful at the Nativity of Our
Lord in Broomfield for
nearly 20 years, where
he also worked as pastoral administrator. He
particularly enjoyed
ministering to couples
Deacon
in marriage preparaRichard
tion, as well as those in
Medenwaldt
hospice and hospitals,
according to Deacon Joseph Donohoe,
director of deacon personnel.
“Deacon Richard was a model of humility and grace, so important to a deacon,”
said Deacon Donahoe. “His life, and even
his death, is a true reﬂection of Jesus
Christ the Servant.”
Richard Anthony Medenwaldt was
born June 24, 1936 in Laona, Wisc. to
Noah and Delia Medenwaldt and baptized
at St. Leonard Parish in Laona. After high
school, he attended Wisconsin State University and received a bachelor’s degree

in mathematics.
In 1958, Deacon Medenwaldt was commission a 2nd lieutenant in the United
States Air Force and received a certificate
in meteorology at Texas A&M through
the Air Force Institute of Technology.
He served in the Air Force until 1962
then became a senior storm forecaster
in North Brook, Ill.
Deacon Medenwaldt married Doneda
(Jody) Schaefer Sept. 12, 1959 in Crandon, Wisc. The couple, married 55 years,
had five sons. They moved to Colorado
in 1977, and eventually settled in Erie in
1983. He was ordained to the diaconate
June 8, 1996, at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception. Deacon
Medenwaldt was assigned to Nativity of
Our Lord and continued to minister at
the parish until his death.
A funeral vigil was held Feb. 19 at
Nativity, and the funeral Mass was celebrated there Feb. 20. Interment will be
conducted in his hometown of Laona.
He is survived by his wife, four sons
Rodney, Nathan, Jeffry and Mark, and
four grandsons.
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Bulletin Board
invited to learn more
about the priesthood.
Includes Mass, lunch and
a Q-and-A on the priesthood. Register: www.
denverseminarians.org

FEBRUARY

The Church and
p 28 Israel Talk

y6 p.m., Big Mac Hall
tat Sts. Peter and Paul

Church, 3900 Pierce St.,

tWheat Ridge, donation.
Sister Magdalit Bolduc

the Church and Israel.
Mass at 5 p.m. and potaluck afterward. Details:
o303-424-3706

y MARCH

p

1 Respect Life Holy
Hour

p3 p.m., Cathedral Basilsica of the Immaculate
rConception, 1530 Logan
-St., Denver. Details:
303-831-7010

Retreat
1 RAD
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.,

eSt. John Vianney Theo-

d
e
l
f

History Class
5 7Bible
p.m.-8:15 p.m.,

St. Dominic Parish
Center, 2901 Grove St.,
Denver, free. Explore
the construction, history
and tradition behind the
Bible. Details: stdominic
denver.org/eatthescroll
or 303-455-3613

6 Dominican Come
and See Weekend

logical Seminary, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
ofree. High school men

Light is on for You returns
this Lent

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver, donation. Organ concert.
Details: 970-213-9257

Mission
8 7Lenten
p.m.-8:45 p.m.,

The annual Light is on for You campaign will
return this Lent 4 p.m.-7 p.m. March 5 at
MAR churches across the Archdiocese of Denver.
Priests will be available to all Catholics for
confession during that time. Look for the Light is
on for You banner or call your parish for details.

Priory, 3005 W. 29th
St., Denver, free.
Explore the Dominican
order through March
8. Details: l.barder@
stdominicdenver.org or
303-455-3613
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Y U U E N E R A T E A L N W A
HOLY WEEK
ABSTINENCE
LAETARE
ASH WEDNESDAY
BEFORE EASTER LITURGICAL YEAR
PALM
FAST
HOLY THURSDAY PASSION SUNDAY

PENANCE
ROSE
SACRIFICE
SEASON
VIOLET

1	“…for in due
season we
shall reap,
if we do not
_ _ _ heart.”
(Gal 6:9)
5	He and
Deborah
defeated
the army
of Sisera
(Judg
4:8–16)
10	The Mass
is both a
sacrifice
and a _ _ _

with Mary
7 Day
8:30 a.m.-11 a.m.,

2

3

4

5

19

20

21
23

24

26

28
33

35

42

41
45

30

36

48

49

67

32

54

55

29	Like fast
food,
sometimes

42	B est of a
group

33	You
wouldn’t
put one
under a
bushel
basket
35	Examine
thoroughly
37	Bathing
suit top

23	Catholic
actor, Tony
___

38	Nazareth,
to Jesus

26	The Wise
Men followed it

40	It’ll cost
you to be in
it

39	Hurried

44	Expensive
car
45	Bordered
47	Winter
hrs. in the
Diocese of
Cheyenne
48	Celestial
being, to
Jacques
49	To date
52	About
55	OT book

Through March 15, Ponderosa Retreat Center,
15235 Furrow Road,
Larkspur, $155. For
fifth-eighth-grade girls.
Details: 303-918-9060
or challengecolorado@
yahoo.com

7	Undoing
8	“…begin
our account without further
_ _ _…” (2
Macc 2:32)

40	Easter _ _ _
42	Sicilian
volcano
43	Lower limb
44	Samson
killed
Philistines
with the
jawbone of
this animal
46	Wife of
Jacob

22	Food for
Elijah (1
Kings 19:6)

50	“…thy will
be done on
_ _ _”

65

24	Holy _ _ _
Society

51	Dyes

68

25	Microwave
slang

51
58

62

57	“…the fish
of the sea
and the
birds of the
_ _ _.” (Gen
1:26)

67	He entered
Judas (Lk
22:3)
68	Storage
place
(abbr.)

59	Engrave
60	Tempest
62	Spy movie
63	Off-Broadway theater
award
64	“Saturday
Night Fever” setting

66	The _ _ _ of
Confession

38	OT prophetic
book

13	Similar

50
57

65	Aleutian
island

10	Catholic
star of
“Samson
and Delilah”

12	The Alphabet

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

41	Tic-tac-toe
goal

15, YMCA of the Rockies, 2515 Tunnel Road,
Estes Park, $295 for
one woman per room,
$155 for four women.
Annual “Women’s Journey” retreat led by Msgr.
Leone and Father Lager.
Register by March 6:
www.coloradocatholic
retreats.org

47	You cannot
serve God
and this Mt
6:24

56

61

28	Sound of
amazement

Women’s Retreat
13 Through
March

11	Islamic
chieftain

44
47

66

31

40

46

64

13

37

43

63

53

p.m., basement of St.
Dominic Parish, 3005
W. 29th Ave., Denver,
free. Explore the Catholic faith. Details:
303-455-3613 or info@
stdominicdenver.org

9	Understanding

39

38

12

27

29

34

11

22

25

16	Both (prefix)

22	Job’s wife
told him to,
“_ _ _ God
and die”
(Job 2:9)

10

18

60

21	First name
in werewolves

9

17

59

20	N umber of
apostles,
in Roman
numerals

8

16

15	Liszt work

19	Bloodsucking insect

7

15

52

18	Conjunction

6

14

14	“…_ _ _ this
day be at
my side…”

17	Exclamation of mild
dismay

Precious Blood Church,
2250 S. Harrison St.,
Denver, $75. Discernment of God’s will in
later half of life. Details:
betsy@mpbdenver.org
or 303-756-3083

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church, 5612 S. Hickory
St., Littleton, free. Starts
with Mass, confession,
adoration and rosary
in honor of Our Lady
1

Inquiry
10 Faith
7 p.m.-8:30

13 Unfrozen Girls’
Art
of
Discernment
Retreat
10 Noon-2 p.m., Most

DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

ACROSS

I

Our Lady of Fatima
Church, 1985 Miller St.,
Lakewood, donation.
Held each night through
March 11. Father Cleveland will help other
discern God’s will in
their lives. Includes adoration and Benediction.
Details: 303-233-1283

5

5 p.m., St. Dominic’s

LENT
A E C

Concert
8 3Cathedral
p.m., Cathedral

3 Young Catholic
Professionals

7 p.m.-9 p.m., in refectory
on St. John Paul II Center
campus, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, free. Archbishop Aquila will speak
for the chapter’s first
executive speaker series.
Open to young adults
ages 20-39. Details:
info@ycpdenver.org

ewill present on the
hrelationship between

of Fatima. Held on first
Saturdays through May.
Details: 303-703-8538

FEATURED EVENT

DOWN
1	A Medici
pope
2	Eggshaped
3	Shade of
brown
4	Hosp. trauma centers
5	The land of
Israel
6	 “_ _ _
time…”

26	This was
rolled in
front of Jesus’ tomb

52	Business
bigwigs
(abbr.)
53	“What’ll
_ _ _?”

30	Father of
Jesse

54	What a catechumen
participates in
(abbr.)

31	“_ _ _ et
Orbi”

55	The _ _ _
Sheep

32	Make lace

56	Medieval
Spanish
chest

27	Label

33	“We _ _ _
for the resurrection of
the dead…”
34	To me, to
Pierre
35	One of
the seven
deadly sins
36	Spill the
beans

58	Rake
60	60’s demonstrators
61	Madre’s
hermana
62	Black bird,
for short
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Shout Outs
2,000 responses to family questions

On Feb. 2, the feast of the Presentation
of the Lord, Our Lady of the Valley
in Windsor paid off a 10-year loan—
seven years early! The loan allowed
the community to build a $5 million,
19,000-square-foot church that was
completed in 2011 to serve their 1,200
registered families. At weekend Masses
Feb. 7-8, previous pastor Father James
Spahn came back to join current
pastor Father Gregg Pedersen for big
check-signings. When asked how this
could happen, Father Gregg simply said,
“Everyone contributed.” PHOTO PROVIDED

If you haven’t filled
out the Archdiocese of
Denver questionnaire
on the family, there’s
still time! By doing
so, you will be helping
Pope Francis prepare for the October
synod on the family.
Since Feb. 9, nearly
2,000 Catholics of
northern Colorado
have completed the
38-question, multiple-choice questionnaire that covers everything from marriage prep to family
prayer, and everything in-between. The results will be compiled into a report
by Archbishop Samuel Aquila, and then delivered to the U.S. bishops’ conference, who, in turn, will submit a report to the Vatican. That report will be
used to craft a working document that will help guide the bishops’ discussions
at the synod. All Catholics in northern Colorado are encouraged to complete
the questionnaire, but hurry, you only have until March 2. To participate, visit
www.archden.org/questionnaire. PHOTO BY STEFANO DAL POZZOLO/CNA

other farm animals. Watch the interview online at www.today.com/video/
today/56977449#56977449

PRAYERS
THANK YOU
In gratitude to St. Jude, the Holy Trinity
and the Holy Family for prayers
answered. - P.S.

THANKSGIVING NOVENA TO ST.
JUDE - O, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in miracles,
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful
intercessor of all who invoke your special
patronage in time of need. To you I have
recourse from the depth of my heart &
humbly beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent
petition. In return I promise to make your
name known & cause you to be invoked.
Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys & 3 Glories
for 9 consecutive days. Thank you for
prayers answered. - R.R.P.

THANK YOU
Thank you, St. Jude, for favor
granted. - D.A.A.

ATTORNEY
LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

The contemplative Benedictine
nuns at the Abbey of St. Walburga
in Virginia Dale, Colo., made national
headlines last week when they appeared
on the “Today” morning show. The
news show highlighted the abbey’s
devout prayer life and their natural
beef operation, saying their work is
“shattering stereotypes.” Sister Maria
Walburga told the reporter that ranching is actually “a real complement to our
spirituality.” The Benedictine nuns, who
follow the 6th-century tradition of St.
Benedict, consider their primary work
prayer, which they say is supported
by their physical work. They pray the
Divine Office seven times a day while
also tending to household duties, a gift
shop, retreat house, altar-bread business, and tending to cattle, llamas and
L
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proudly hung its banner and showcased
its trophy after beating St. John the
Evangelist’s team Feb. 14. PHOTO PROVIDED
Endow (Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women) saluted retired colonel Diana Ruzicka at their Feb. 7 gala,
bestowing on her the Julia Greeley Award
for her dedication to the women’s ministry and 25 years of service in the Army
Nurse Corps. They also raised $109,000
that will go toward educating women on
their true dignity. PHOTO BY JAMES BACA
High-fives for the girls’ basketball team
at Sacred Heart of Jesus School in
Boulder for taking home a state championship banner. The varsity girls’ team

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MARCH 1

U T
R A
B T
I

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos

T
I
N
T
S

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
R
O
U
E
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SUNDAY, MARCH 8

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, To be determined

Is there one moment in your life that
changed everything else that followed?
For Frank Summers of the Family
Missions Company, it began in confession. Summers had been away from
the Church for more than 10 years, and
he went to confession. After talking him
through an examination of conscience,
the priest gave him for his penance the
task of reading John 1:1-2. From that
time on, he said, he hasn’t stopped reading the Bible. More than that, he and
his wife then began to go to church, to
pray together, to pray with their children, he began to have prayer meetings
in his office, to visit prisoners, and get
involved in the St. Vincent de Paul society. And finally, they were called to be
missionaries. Now that’s a once-in-alifetime penance!
We were all spoiled with the unseasonal
warm weather of late, but winter came
on strong last weekend with slick roads
and deep snow. For those who couldn’t
make it to church, here is a shout out
to TV Mass—providing an option to
help keep the faith and pray for warmer
weather and a little easing of snow
covered roads. Good to know Channel
CPT12 on Sunday morning at 7 a.m.
always has us covered, if needed.

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

NEED HELP?

Post your job announcement
in the Denver Catholic
Help Wanted section!

CALL

303-715-3212

EMAIL

classifieds@archden.org
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DENTIST

HOME HEALTH CARE

PLUMBING

ALL DENTURE DENTAL CLINIC

HOME HEALTH CARE & HOSPICE LPN

Having a denture problem?
Immediate service on REPAIRS &
RELINES. 303-778-7707
1-800-NEWDENTURE
www.dentureguru.com

Experienced home healthcare and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment, Monday through Friday in SW Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

HOUSE CLEANING
ESTELLA’S CLEANING SERVICE
Ten years experience. Licensed and
bonded. Weekly and biweekly thorough
cleaning. References available. Free
estimate. Please call 303-514-9719

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

Reliable, friendly and aﬀordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY; LET US DO THE WORK. Lic/
Bond/Ins. 720-227-5564

PMJ HOUSE CLEANING
Immaculate & detailed, to your specifications. Special projects okay. Dependable.
Excellent local references. SHJ parishioner.
Boulder area. Call Patty at 303-441-9141

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

SMALL JOBS OR BIG JOBS

INSURANCE
ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY
New Roof? Great rates!
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
www.elkhornagency.com
Members - St Michael’s 30 years

Doing business in Colorado for over
25 years. Plumbing, electric, ﬂooring,
painting, etc. References. Free estimates!
Insured & bonded. Call Jay at 720-841-8585

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

SILVER CROSS

20% oﬀ painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 oﬀ.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

REMODELING
M D K REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS
Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured
and Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

PAINTING

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete

$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

service & safety check. 15% discount
oﬀ service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

CALL FOR WINTER DISCOUNTS!
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing and
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898

CEMETERY SITES FOR
SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Two side-by-side grave sites, Sect. 22,
Block 4, Lot 8, Graves 9 & 10; lovely older
area. Asking $3,150 ea. incl. transfer fee.
Call Dennis at 303-367-1100.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Beautiful location by the St. Michael
statue. One grave site – Sect. 32, Blk 1, Lot
4, Grave 5. Asking $3,250, transfer fee incl.;
will consider oﬀers. Call 407-286-3436.

HELP WANTED
ADULT FAITH FORMATION
COORDINATOR - St. Francis of Assisi
in Longmont seeks full-time Adult Faith
Formation Coordinator. Interested applicants please go to www.sfassisi.org for job
description and requirements.

BISHOP’S PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
The Diocese of Pueblo is seeking an
experienced candidate for the position of
Director of Catechesis. For more information, or to apply visit dioceseofpueblo.org

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

ARTISAN ITEMS FOR
SALE

CUSTOMER SERVICE POSITION

CRAFT-E-Q ENTERPRISES, LLC

(Starting at 24 hrs. per week). Seeking mature, detail & service oriented individual with
knowledge of Scripture and symbolism.Must
be ﬂexible, computer proficient, organized,
hardworking, self motivated. Must have a
positive attitude and be a cheerful team
player. FAX your resume, attention
Christa, to 303-730-8860

Doll clothes & accessories to fit American
Girl size dolls, Christmas napkins, Nursing
Cover-ups & much more!! Visit our website
at Crafteq.org

LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER
Mary’s Maternity of Motherhood Home
seeks a live-in housemother with a calling
for Pro-Life Ministry. Oversee daily
activities & provide spiritual witness for
the pregnant mothers. Call Lynn at
303-477-2820.

HOME FOR RENT
TINY HOUSE
Small Studio. No smoking, no pets.
Northwest metro. Near bus lines, off
street parking $485/mo. + Xcel. Please
call 303-422-0446

MAINTENANCE WORKER-PART TIME
Most Precious Blood seeks a Maintenance
Worker to work Part Time with some
weekends. Interested applicants, please
send your resume and salary requirements to parish@mpbdenver.org. Put
“Maintenance Worker” in the subject line.
Closing date is March 13th.

MAINTENANCE /SECURITY POSITION
St. Pius X seeks a Maintenance & Security
worker part-time (20-22 hrs/wk) for
W/Th/F, 2 hrs. on Sat. & 8 hrs. on Sun.
Please send resume and hourly rate
requirement to jobs@stpiusxparish.org.
Closing date is March 20th.

MARKETING COORDINATOR
Marketing professional needed part-time
to help identify & execute strategic objectives in student recruitment at St. Thomas
More Catholic School. Send resume to
principal: jana@stthomasmore.org

Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

THE DEADLINE FOR
CLASSIFIED ADS HAS
CHANGED!!
EFFECTIVE
IMMEDIATELY:
The deadline for placing
a classified ad will be the
Monday prior to the issue
date, at noon.*
*If Monday is a holiday,
the deadline will be the
Friday 8 days prior to the
issue date, at noon

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

Have you ever experienced a company
that cares about your future?

Classifieds

HELP WANTED,
cont’d

CAREGIVERS

TILE
HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

TREE SERVICE

Service Directory |

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...

One call to 720-372-4TAX and you will
experience how different personal service can be!
Tax@AdvocateTaxWW.com

• Taxes
• Tax Resolution
• Bookkeeping

CONTACT

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

68 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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World Christianity by the numbers

T

he annual “Status of Global
Christianity” survey published
by the International Bulletin of
Missionary Research is a cornucopia of
numbers: some are encouraging; others
are discouraging; many of them are
important
for grasping
GEORGE the nature
WEIGEL of this
particular
moment in
The Catholic Difference
Christian
history.
George Weigel is a
This
distinguished senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy
year’s
Center in Washington, D.C.
survey
works from a baseline of 1900 A.D., and
makes projections out to 2050. Within
that century and a half there’s some
good news about the global human
condition that ought to be kept in mind
when remembering the bad news of
the 20th century and the early 21st. For
example: in 1900, 27.6 percent of adults
in a world population of 1.6 billion were
literate. In 2015, 81 percent of the adults
in a global population of 7.3 billion are
literate, and the projection is that, by
2050, 88 percent of the adults in a world
of 9.5 billion people will be literate—a
remarkable accomplishment.
Of the 7.3 billion human beings on
Planet Earth today, 89 percent are
religious believers, while 1.8 percent
are professed atheists and another 9
percent are agnostics which suggests

that Chief Poobah of the New Atheists
Richard Dawkins and his friends are not
exactly winning the day, although their
“market share” is up from 1900.
There were some 267 million Catholics in the world in
1900; today, the world
Church counts 1.2 billion members, with a
projected growth to 1.6
billion by the middle of
the century. Yet in the
last quarter of the 20th
century Catholicism
was displaced by Islam
as the world’s largest
religious community,
as the global Muslim
population grew from
571 million in 1970 to
today’s 1.7 billion.
The most extraordinary Christian growth
over the past century
has come in Africa:
home to 8.7 million
Christians in 1900,
542 million today, and
perhaps 1.2 billion by
2050, when there will
be as many African
Christians as Latin
America and European Christians combined. Twenty-first century Christianity
is also a far more urban reality than a
century ago. In 1900, 29 percent of the
world’s Christian population lived in

cities; it’s 65 percent today, although
that’s projected to decline to 59 percent
by 2050. But perhaps the most astonishing numbers in the survey involve
Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians.
There were 981,000
of these souls in 1900;
there are 643,661,000
of them today; and
there are projected
to be over 1 billion
Charismatics and
Pentecostals in 2050.
In raw numbers, then,
Charismatic and Pentecostal Christianity
is the fastest growing
phenomenon in world
religious history.
These three phenomena—African
growth, urbanization
and the rise of Pentecostalism—also help
account, I suspect, for
the greater fragmentation of the Christian
world. What might be
called entrepreneurial
Christianity—founding
your own church—is
IMAGE BY KARLA VIDA
very much a part of all
three, and that helps explain why the
number of Christian denominations
grew from 1,600 in 1900 to 45,000
today, with projections of 70,000 in
2050.

For all the admirable growth noted
in the survey, Christianity seems
stuck in something of a rut, if the
measure is Christians-as-a-percentage-of-world-population. Christians
were 34.5 percent of global population
in 1900, 33.3 percent in 1970, 32.4 percent in 2000, and 33.4 percent today,
with projections to 33.7 percent in 2025
and 36 percent in 2050.
Figuring out how much of this is due
to the decline of European Christianity
as a percentage of world Christianity would require number-crunching
beyond my capabilities. But it’s worth
noting that, in a century of dramatic,
aggregate Christian growth, European
Christianity had the lowest annualized growth rate (0.16 percent), and
the European share of world Christian
population has shrunk from 66 percent
in 1900 to 23 percent today—thus raising more questions about the warrant
by which European Christian leaders,
Catholic and Protestant, pass judgment
on the pastoral practice of fellow-Christians around the world.
One more disturbing number: according to the survey’s projections, only 14
percent of non-Christians today know
a Christian—a number that speaks to
both the isolation of religious groups
from each other and the failures of
evangelization. So there’s a lot of work
to do in fulfilling the Great Commission,
especially with those who have no contact with the faith.

back. He can handle it. Are you angry?
Yell to God. Are you a mess? Give it to
him. Are you confused? Tell him. He can
take it. He’s bigger than you.
And do you want to break through
your preconceived notions about Jesus
and get to know who he really is? Read
the Gospels. “Ignorance of Scripture is
ignorance of Christ,” said St. Jerome.
Spend time diving into each Sunday’s
Gospel with us as we do these reﬂections. But even more, do it every day
yourself! It only takes about 90 seconds
to follow Jesus through Lent by reading
the Gospel from Mass. The readings
are available at http://www.usccb.org/
bible/readings.
I know, you’re not a monk. You’re
busy. That’s why I’m only asking for 90
seconds. You’ll be amazed at how much
that 90 seconds changes you.

Mark 9:2-9 | After six days Jesus
took Peter, James, and John and
led them up a high mountain
apart by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white,
such as no fuller on earth could
bleach them. Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses,
and they were conversing with
Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in
reply, “Rabbi, it is good that we
are here! Let us make three tents:
one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.” He hardly knew
what to say, they were so terrified. Then a cloud came, casting
a shadow over them; then from
the cloud came a voice, “This is
my beloved Son. Listen to him.”
Suddenly, looking around, they
no longer saw anyone but Jesus
alone with them. As they were
coming down from the mountain,
he charged them not to relate
what they had seen to anyone,
except when the Son of Man had
risen from the dead.

Say a simple ‘yes’

W

hat happens in the Gospel for
the Second Sunday of Lent
(Mark 9:2-9) is shocking. The
response of the apostles to Jesus’ transfiguration was terror and bewilderment.
And rightly so.
In C.S. Lewis’ “The Chronicles of
Narnia,” Mr. Beaver describes the
Christ-figure, Aslan the Lion, in these
words to Susan: “Aslan is a lion—the
Lion, the great Lion.”
“Ooh,” said Susan. “I’d thought he
was a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall feel
rather nervous about meeting a lion.”
“Safe?” said Mr Beaver. “Who said
anything about safe? Course he isn’t
safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell
you.”
We like to tame Jesus with images
that make him so approachable, so
tame, so mild, it’s almost boring. I think
we do that because we prefer a Jesus
who doesn’t get into our business. Who
stays in his place. Who doesn’t really
challenge us.

We do religion like we do Facebook.
Every interaction is under our control.
But Jesus doesn’t play by our rules.
He liked to break through people’s

CHRIS STEFANICK
The Way
Chris Stefanick is the president of Real Life
Catholic. Throughout Lent Chris will offer a
series of steps to achieve a deeper relationship
with Jesus.

comfort zones. He shocked people. He
walked on water. He told dead people to
get up—and they got up. He was transfigured before his apostles and they saw
him with blinding light, and were “so
terrified.”
When you pray to the one Scripture
calls “the Lion of Judah,” don’t hold

Sign up for the Real Life Catholic
newsletter at RLCExperience.com
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Have you asked Jesus for what you need?

C

onsider the sad plight of a Jew
with leprosy in the ancient world.
Most diseases of the skin had no
cure and many were infectious. This
meant that, once diagnosed, lepers were
required to live in exile outside the city
to keep
the disFATHER
ease from
DOUG
spreading to
GRANDON the general
population.
Guest Column
Jewish law
Father Doug Grandon, Ph.D., is required
the leper
parochial vicar at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial.
to wear
torn clothing and to keep their hair
uncombed, so that people could immediately see that contact with them must
be avoided.
In the reading from Leviticus 13 a
couple of weeks ago (the sixth Sunday
in ordinary time), we learned that Old
Testament priests served not only as
masters of Jewish liturgy and ceremony,
but also as primitive doctors. To be sure,
their medical expertise was limited: Old
Testament priests could diagnose the
presence of specific diseases, but they
had almost no capacity to cure them.
In sharp contrast to the rabid fear of
leprosy so prevalent among the Jews,
Jesus in the New Testament again and
again exhibits immense compassion
toward lepers. When he sent out the
Twelve on their very first mission, Jesus
commanded, “Heal the sick, raise the
dead, cast out demons—and cleanse the
lepers!” When John the Baptist sought
verification that Jesus really was the
Messiah, Jesus told John’s messengers,
“Go, tell John: the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk—and lepers are cleansed!”
And in the Gospel reading (Mk 1:4045), Mark records one of Jesus’ several
encounters with lepers. Mark tells us
that the leper “came to Jesus and knelt

A STORY OF HEALING
Sarita Pandit is a modern-day leper.
Watch her story at https://vimeo.
com/65224739.

Sarita Pandit, a victim of leprosy, found healing, respect and Jesus’ love.
AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS

down before him.” The leper pleaded, “If
you wish, you can make me clean.” Jesus
was “moved with pity” and he “stretched
out his hand and touched the leper.” In
ancient Israel, NO ONE touched lepers.
Touching a leper risked spreading the
infection and rendered the person who
made contact ceremonially unclean. But
far from rendering Jesus infected and
unclean, Jesus’ touch disinfected the
leper and rendered him entirely clean!
In ancient Israel, it was widely
believed that leprosy was punishment
for sin. The connection between leprosy
and sin was so tight that leprosy came
to be used as a metaphor for sin. Leprosy transformed normal people into
something like zombies—walking dead.
And that’s exactly what sin does to the
sinner. Sin so infects the human spirit,
so dramatically hollows out the human
soul, that it leaves the sinner something
like a walking dead person. No wonder
St. Paul wrote in Romans 6:23, “The
wages of sin is death!”

In order to be cleansed from his leprosy, the leper in Mark’s gospel had to
admit his uncleanness. Likewise, to be
cleansed from our sin, we must confess
our misdeeds to God. The leper who
approached Jesus would have shouted
“Unlean! Unclean!”—just as the Jewish

Law required. As we sinners make our
approach to Jesus, we need to confess
“Lust! Lust!” or “Gossip! Gossip”—or
whatever else our sin might be. And we
sinners must tell Jesus what we want
him to do for us, something akin to the
leper’s plea “Jesus, if you will, you can
make me clean!”
So what’s your situation today? It
seems to me that all of us are in one
of two camps. Some of us desperately
need to be healed from the deadly consequences of our moral failure. If that’s
your need, Jesus is certainly ready and
willing to bring you forgiveness, if only
you will turn from your sin and ask for
it! Others have already received their
healing from sin. If that’s you, then you
have the responsibility to tell others
what God has done. Your mission is to
share that good news with others, so
they, too, might embrace the salvation
only Jesus can bring.

We want to hear from you!
How have you told others about God lately?
» Invited someone to Mass or another event at church?
» Shared an article, homily or other message on
social media?
» Told someone you’d pray for them, or asked
them to pray for you?
» Another way?
Email us at DenverCatholic@archden.org
and your response might be published
in a future issue.
DENVER CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

LETTERS

Capital punishment
Thank you for “The forgotten victims of capital
punishment,” by James
Castle (Jan. 31-Feb. 6
Denver Catholic). As
Catholics, deciding to
oppose the death penalty is perhaps one of
the most challenging
opportunities we will
have to embrace and
witness to the radically
unconditional mercy and
forgiveness of our God. I
am grateful to Castle for
his reﬂection; he pointed
out many unfortunate

consequences to practicing the death penalty
which I had never before
considered.
TRACY MURPHY
Lakewood

James Castle wrote
here (“The forgotten
victims of capital punishment,” Jan. 31-Feb.
6 Denver Catholic) that
polls tells us U.S. Catholics are split about
50/50 on whether the
death penalty is morally

acceptable. Mr. Castle’s
article is intended to “…
provoke thought in Catholics who still believe
in the death penalty.”
In Catholic teaching
(see Catechism of the
Catholic Church, Nos.
2266-67), the state has
the recourse to impose
the death penalty upon
criminals convicted
of heinous crimes if
this ultimate sanction
is the only available
means to protect society
from a grave threat to

human life. However,
this right should not be
exercised when other
ways are available to
punish criminals and
to protect society that
are more respectful of
human life. Avery Cardinal Dulles provided
valuable insights on the
topic in First Things
(“Catholicism & capital punishment,” April
2001), “The Catholic
magisterium does not,
and never has, advocated
unqualified abolition of

the death penalty. I know
of no official statement
from popes or bishops,
whether in the past or in
the present, that denies
the right of the State
to execute offenders at
least in certain extreme
cases … The real issue for
Catholics is to determine
the circumstances under
which the penalty ought
to be applied.” As Catholics living in a society that
is increasingly indifferent
to the sanctity of life, we
have the responsibility

to continue an open and
honest discussion to find
a way forward that best
serves the common good.

JAMES JONES
Parker

LETTERS
Send letters to
DenverCatholic@archden.
org, via www.DenverCatholic.
org, or mail to Denver Catholic
Letters, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210. Please
include full name, city and
phone number. Letters may
be edited. Opinions are those
of the author and not the
Archdiocese of Denver.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

