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‘Don’t kill the
sufferer to end
the suffering’
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BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

ome call it a dangerous affront to
life and others “death with dignity,”
but the debate over state legislation
proposing physician-assisted suicide is
drawing the voices of Coloradans from
all backgrounds.

Doctors, attorneys, families and citizens spoke out about a bill debated at
the state legislature last week that proposes a legal nod to an intentional death
by drugs.
Legislators drafted House Bill 1135
under the guidance of Compassion &
Choices, formerly the Hemlock Society,
to allow terminally ill residents access
to life-ending drugs if a doctor determines they are competent and two other

doctors agree within six months of dying.
Some Coloradans are responding that
the decision on when and how to draw a
dying breath is not an isolated choice.
For physicians, explained Deacon Dr.
Alan Rastrelli of Divine Mercy Supportive Care, the legislation puts them in an
ethical dilemma.
“As opposed to protecting and restoring your health, (they’re) asking doctors
to compromise their values, their ethics,

Religious habits » 4

Sacred symbol
of consecration
to God

their oath to do no harm so that it can
be legitimized for the patient or their
family,” said Deacon Rastrelli, who said
he would testify against the bill. “You
don’t kill the sufferer to end the suffering. That’s not what health care is about.”
The Hippocratic Oath historically
taken by doctors is a binding statement
to treat patients to the best of their ability
and to not prescribe lethal drugs.
The bill would further blur the » 5
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V
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

O

n Tuesday, Jan. 27, lawmakers
took the first step toward legalizing physician-assisted suicide in
Colorado when they introduced House
Bill 1135.
At a press conference organized by
supporters of the bill, Julie Selsberg
spoke about the case of her father, Charlie Selsberg, who was suffering from Lou
Gehrig’s Disease (ALS) and decided to
starve himself to death. Charlie needed
the best medical care and he needed
people who understood the dying process and could help compassionately
him with his struggles.
But legalizing physician-assisted
suicide won’t give people like Charlie
any of those things, despite the rhetoric being used to describe it as “death
with dignity.” What it will do is hamper
efforts to create better care for the terminally ill and vulnerable.
The reality is that Colorado already
has a suicide problem, and legalizing
physician-assisted suicide will only
make giving in to despair and coercion
easier. In 2012, for example, there were
1,052 people who committed suicide,
457 people who died in motor vehicle
accidents, and 205 people who were
homicide victims. We need to discourage suicide, not promote it.

1
2
3
4

Assisted suicide
bill is bad
medicine

Making it legal for health care providers and pharmacists to intentionally
give something harmful to a patient will
also corrupt one of the essential principles of medicine—“do no harm.” Every
doctor swears to apply this principle
when he takes the Hippocratic Oath,
but making assisted suicide legal would
make a mockery of their oath.

ACT NOW
Contact your representatives and ask them to
oppose House Bill 1135 and the push for legalized
physician-assisted suicide. Visit www.cocatholic
conference.org for details.

Finally, Coloradans must oppose HB
1135 because it attacks life and makes it
easier for people who stand to gain from
coercing the mentally ill or those who
are vulnerable into asking for death.
That this legislation is contrary to
the Catholic faith is obvious, given our
belief that the dignity of life should be
respected at every stage. HB 1135 should

be dismissed because it discourages
truly compassionate medical care, it
will make Colorado’s suicide problem
worse, it will undermine the ethical
foundations of medicine, and it will
open an avenue for taking advantage of
the vulnerable.
On Friday, Feb. 6, the assisted-suicide bill was heard in the House Public
Health Care and Human Services
Committee. I urge all of you to contact
the members of that committee, your
local state representatives and to write
letters to the editor. I thank those who
attended the meeting—especially the
laity—and let the committee see that
many people oppose assisted suicide.
When St. John Paul II arrived at
Denver International Airport in 1993
he reminded us that “the ultimate test
of your greatness is the way you treat
every human being, but especially the
weakest and most defenseless ones.”
I pray that you will join me in making
sure that Colorado becomes a state
where ethical medicine is upheld, where
the despairing find hope, where the
vulnerable are protected, and where the
culture of life is promoted.
For more information on HB 1135,
please visit www.cocatholicconference.
org.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Become informed by reading a FAQ ﬂier in
your parish bulletin or at www.archden.org.
Write a letter to the editor of a local
publication.
Talk to family and friends about the
danger it poses to Coloradans.
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Archbishop Samuel Aquila distributes Communion during a Mass Jan. 27 at
St. Joseph Church celebrating the Missionaries of Charity’s 25 years of service
to Denver’s poor and needy. Sisters from the order founded by Mother Teresa
have cared for AIDS patients and now minister to homeless women, needy
families, the elderly and imprisoned in the Archdiocese of Denver. The Mass
was attended by the four missionary sisters serving in Archdiocese of Denver
and local faithful. Photo by Andrew Wright/Denver Catholic
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 8: Mass, World Day for Consecrated Life, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
Denver (10:30 a.m.)
Feb. 8: Speaker, Annual Family Celebration Dinner, Centro San Juan Diego, Denver (6 p.m.)
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Vatican Notes

Vatican launches prayer
day for traﬃcking victims

JOIN US FOR THE FOURTH ANNUAL
Augustine Institute
TM

MARDI GRAS

PRAYER BREAKFAST
February 17, 2015
Inverness Hotel & Conference Center
200 Inverness Drive West • Englewood, CO
P RO G R A M S C H E DU L E :
6:30 am: Rosary followed by Mass
7:30 am: Breakfast and Keynote SpeakerPatrick Lencioni

A

Photo by Joseph Morris

mong the many events planned for
Year of Consecrated Life, one particular initiative draws attention to
a community that often suffers in silence—
victims of sex trafficking.
The first International Day of Prayer and
Awareness Against Human Trafficking will
be recognized Feb. 8, the feast of St. Josephine Bakhita, a Sudanese-born former
slave who became a Canossian sister.
At a press conference to promote awareness of the event, Cardinal Peter Turkson,
president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, noted that St. Bakhita is “an
exemplary witness of hope.”
“We—victims and advocates alike—
could do no better than be inspired by her
life and entrust our efforts to her intercession,” he added.
The cardinal called the day a “mobilization of awareness and prayer on a global
scale.”

Sister Carmen Sammut, of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, noted that
“thousands of children, women and men
are sold into slavery, forced labor, prostitution, trafficking of organs.”
“Religious congregations all over the
world have been engaged for many years
in providing support to victims,” she continued, “in working for their psychological
and educational rehabilitation and in reintegrating them in society.”
Pope Francis noted this as well in message for the World Day of Peace (Jan. 1), in
which he mentioned “the enormous and
often silent efforts which have been made
for many years by religious congregations
…. These institutes work in very difficult
situations, dominated at times by violence, as they work to break the invisible
chains binding victims to traffickers and
exploiters.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

Archbishops Chaput, Pope to visit
Gomez in Synod
Bosnian capital

Fix gaze on Jesus,
not soap operas

Vatican City (CNA) –
The Vatican has confirmed
the participation of 48 delegates chosen by bishops’
conferences to take part
in this year’s Synod on the
Family. Archbishop Jose
Gomez of Los Angeles,
and Archbishop Charles
Chaput of Philadelphia,
where the upcoming
World Meeting of Families
will be held, will be among
those taking part in October’s gathering. Delegates
listed included seven
from Africa; three from
Asia; three from Oceana;
17 from Europe; and 10
from Central and South
America.

Vatican City (Zenit) –
Taking a few moments in
contemplative prayer and
keeping one’s gazed fixed
on Christ will “make hope
grow,” Pope Francis said
during his homily Feb. 2
at Casa Santa Marta.
“Make this prayer of
contemplation,” he said.
“In your home, 15 minutes,
take the Gospel, a small
passage, imagine what
happened and speak with
Jesus about it. Thus your
gaze will be fixed on Jesus
and not on soap operas, for
example. Your ears will be
fixed on the words of Jesus
and not so much on the
gossip of the neighbors.”

Vatican City (CNA) Pope Francis announced
he will visit the Bosnian
capital of Sarajevo in
June, where WWI broke
out in 1914. As part of his
trip, Pope Francis will be
visiting the local Catholic community, but will
also be entering a nation
marked with vast ethnic
and religious diversity,
which served as a key
factor in the country’s
recent war. Pope Francis’
visit to Sarajevo falls 20
years after the conclusion
of the Bosnian War, which
lasted from April 1992
until December 1995.

Tickets and sponsorships at:
http://www.augustineinstitute.org/prayerbreakfast

Questions?
Call Denise at:
303 • 937 • 4420

Patrick Lencioni
Patrick is the founder of The
Table Group and co-founder
of The Amazing Parish
movement. He is the author
of 10 books which have sold
over 4 million copies and
been translated into more
than 25 languages. The Wall
Street Journal called Pat one
of the most sought after
business speakers in America;
he has addressed millions of
people at conferences and
events around the world over
the past 15 years.

TM
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Clothed in

CHRIST
BY ROXANNE KING

720-771-3394
editor_king@icloud.com
www.twitter.com/RoxanneIKing

This is the first installment of an
occasional series on various aspects of
consecrated life during the Year of Consecrated Life, which will continue through
Feb. 2, 2016. The theme of the year is
“Wake Up the World.”

R

WORLD DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE
Feb. 8, Mass 10:30 a.m. | Celebrant: Archbishop Aquila
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception

eligious habits are among the most
recognized sacred symbols as for
centuries they’ve proclaimed that
the wearer is consecrated to God.
Since the early Church, men and
women who want to give their lives to
God have donned modest, austere clothing to reﬂect their spiritual commitment,
notes author Elizabeth Kuhns in her
book, “The Habit: The History of Clothing of Catholic Nuns.”
“Through the ages,” she writes, “the
consecrated dress code has varied little
from the plain, wide-sleeved tunic, belt,
scapular (an apron that hangs from front
and back), cloak and simple footwear, the
only difference being in the style of headgear (for women).”
The donning of a religious habit signifies taking on a new life in Christ and the
recipient is exhorted to “put on the new
man who is created according to God’s
image” (Col 3:10).

“You put the veil on and you know you
belong to (God),” Mother Maria Michael
said. “You are not your own.”
The veil and coif cover the nun’s hair,
which the Scriptures call a woman’s
“adornment,” to protect her from vanity
and to remind her that she is given fully
to God, the abbess said.
“You act as you wear,” she said. “If
people wear jeans and T-shirts they act
differently than if they are dressed up in
a suit. There is a certain dignity that goes
along with wearing the habit … a certain
nobility you are expected to carry. Clothing does express your heart.”
Benedictines wear black tunics, she
explained, both as a sign of penitence and
because it was the cheapest fabric in the
fifth century, when the Italian St. Benedict
founded the order, the oldest in the Church.
“Wearing the habit is also a sign of poverty,” Mother Maria Michael said. “You
get a habit and that’s all you’re wearing.”

THE BENEDICTINE HABIT

THE CAPUCHIN HABIT

At the Benedictine Abbey of St. Walburga in Virginia Dale, the nun’s habit
consists of a tunic, belt, scapular and
veil, which are all black. Under the veil
is a white headdress called a coif, which
frames the nun’s face. Fully professed
nuns also wear a white veil under the
black one.
“Every piece of garment you have
is blessed,” said Mother Maria Michel
Newe, 55, the abbess. The beautiful
blessings, she added, explain each item’s
meaning and help the nun to live her
vocation as a bride of Christ.
“The belt reminds us that Christ wore
chains,” she said, referring to his obedience. “The scapular represents our
commitment to conversion—to take on
the yoke of the Lord, which is sweet. A
yoke is usually carried by two: we carry
half and Christ carries the other half.”
The veil is the sign of the nun’s
consecration.

BENEDICTINE NUN’S HABIT
Mother Maria
Michel Newe

Each garment a sign,
a statement, a reminder

Double veil: black on top, white underneath;
represents consecration to God
Coif: frames the face for modesty
Tunic: black for poverty and penance
Scapular: hangs down the front and back as a
sign of being yoked to Christ
Belt: at waist as a reminder to obedience

“Pope John Paul II in (his 1996 post-apostolic exhortation) Vita Consecrata
(strongly recommended) that religious
should wear their habit, that it should be
visible,” Father Joseph Mary said. “Religious life is an eschatological sign, it is
pointing us to the fulfillment, the coming
of the kingdom. It’s important that we
make that visible by our action, our ministry, our prayer, and by what we wear.”

In 12th century Italy, when St. Francis
of Assisi left his life of privilege for one
of poverty and preaching and established
the Order of Friars Minor, he took on the
clothes of a penitent: a hooded brown
robe in the shape of a cross tied with a
cord around the waist.
Capuchin Franciscans who reformed
the order 300 years later to return to the
ideals of simplicity and prayer that had
been lost over the years, continue to wear
this same habit today.
“Our hood helped to give us our name,”
explained Father Joseph Mary Elder, 37,
local vocations director for the Capuchins.
“In Italian, the word capuche means hood.
People would see the giant hoods and
would call them capuchins—‘the ones who
wear the big hoods.’”
A Capuchin’s cord, he added, is tied
with three knots that symbolize their
vows to observe the evangelical counsels
of poverty, chastity and obedience.

CAPUCHIN FRANCISCAN
FRIAR’S HABIT
Hooded robe: brown for poverty and penance;
shaped like a cross
Cord: tied at waist with three knots symbolizing vows of poverty, chastity and obedience

Br. Montie
Chavez
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line between illegal overdosing that
could cost physicians their license
and physician-prescribed overdosing.
“It’s odd to say to patients take this
medicine twice a day in this small amount
and then turn around with the next
person and say take this medicine all at
once so that you may die,” Deacon Rastralli explained.
In response to the proposed legislation,
the Archdiocese of Denver sent an urgent
email to pastors and parishes asking that
a pulpit announcement be read at Masses
Jan. 31-Feb. 1 to raise awareness and
encourage parishioners to contact their
state representatives.
“A law allowing physician-assisted
suicide would further entrench a culture
of death in our laws here in Colorado,
demean the lives of vulnerable patients—
exposing them to exploitation—and
corrupt the medical profession, whose
ethical code calls on physicians to serve
life and never to kill,” the email read.
Legalized suicide has been debated
beyond the medical community. After
Oregon passed assisted suicide laws
called “death with dignity” by proponents
in 1994, three others states—Washington,
Montana and Vermont—passed laws permitting it. Last year, a New Mexico judge
ruled to protect physicians who help
patients die.
The legal system may also be compromised by the proposed bill, according to
attorneys.
Attorneys Michael Norton, Natalie
Decker and Catherine Foster, associated
with the nonprofit Alliance Defending
Freedom, released a policy and legal
analysis on reasons to reject physician-assisted suicide.
In “Suicide by Doctor: What Colorado
Would Risk on the Slippery Slope of Physician-Assisted Suicide,” the attorneys
stated, “in recent years, physician-assisted suicide has been repackaged and
promoted to the American public as
‘Death with Dignity.’ However, physician-assisted suicide is anything but
dignified and amounts to eugenics for the
infirm, but with the government’s stamp
of approval.”
Decker told the Denver Catholic that

suicide, but 62 percent say that suicide is
morally acceptable for people who are in
great pain with no hope of improvement.
Opponents to physician-assisted
suicide also say the bill would impact
individual citizens’ ideas on the value
of life and true meaning of death with
dignity.
After the national story on Brittany
Maynard’s physician-assisted suicide
Nov. 1, Deacon Rastrelli responded that
her family’s support of her hastened death
is not the true picture of compassion.
“To me, providing a natural death with
dignity means that you provide them
intensive care all the way through,” he
said. “I think it’s undignified to say, ‘The
remaining days so your life are not valuable enough for me.’ Compassion is to
engage in their difficulties with them, not
to inﬂict more suffering or to prolong it,
but to let them know you are hurting and
I will give you comfort by my presence
and care.”

WHAT’S AT RISK?
• Millions of uninsured could be branded an economic liability if diagnosed
with an illness.
• Prejudices on the value of life could lead society to encourage death for
the disabled or ill.
• When pain and depression is addressed, talk of suicide abates.
• The U.S. Supreme Court urged in 1997 to uphold laws against assisted
suicide because physicians could not
control it.
From Colorado Catholic Conference

Learn more about physicianassisted suicide at
www.cocatholicconference.org.

for centuries the legal system has been
designed to protect and preserve life.
“I think it’s important to keep in mind
with this bill that this is basically an effort
to legislatively override Western civilization to preserve and protect human life,”
she said. “The role of the state is to protect its most vulnerable citizens, not to
provide poison pills. It makes the state
agents of death and not the protector of
life. It’s such a significant and dramatic
departure from our entire legal history.”
A departure from this fundamental purpose of laws could create ethical
dilemmas for attorneys as well, she said,
who may advise terminal ill patients and
their families.
The bill also raises ethical dilemmas
and moral questions for families who
may be caring for an ill relative.
According to a Pew Research Center
survey in Oct. 2014, nearly 50 percent
say they disapprove of physician-assisted

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

Do Your Investments Reflect Your Faith?
Faith-Based & Socially Responsible Investment Options
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Small and Medium Sized Business
Retirement Plans
Self-Employed Retirement Plans
Life, Long Term Care & Disability Insurance
Retirement Income Strategies
TERESA M. HOWES
CLU, ChFC, CASL,AIF®
Investment Advisor Representative
Call today for an appointment!

(303) 697-6118
6901 S. Pierce St., Ste. 384, Littleton, CO 80128

www.tmhowesfinancial.com

Securities and advisory services offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC). Member FINRA, SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
T.M. Howes Financial LLC, Catholic Way Investment, LLC and NPC are separate and unrelated entities.

Lowest Prices & Unmatched Value - Guaranteed!

Sights of Scotland Tour
Hosted by Father Jose Chacko

10 days from $1549*
Departs September 9, 2015. Start in Edinburgh, the capital city of Scotland with a
panoramic tour where you’ll visit the medieval Edinburgh Castle that is visible for
miles and see the Scottish Crown Jewels. Travel to The Highlands, with a stop at the
iconic Scone Palace along the way and enjoy a
scenic drive through Cairngorms National Park.
Witness the stunning views of Inverness and Loch
Ness where you’ll take a short scenic cruise.
Continue to the Isle of Skye and Fort William,
near the UK’s highest mountain, Ben Nevis. Head
South along Scotland’s shoreline into Argyll
with a visit to Inveraray Castle. Complete your
vacation in Glasgow, the biggest city in Scotland
for a city tour where you’ll visit the popular park Glasgow Green and George Square. Mass will
be celebrated some days on tour and includes
eight breakfasts and four dinners. Your Chaplain is Father Jose, from Gadsden, AL. He is
the Pastor at St. James Catholic Church. This will be his 4th trip with YMT.
PPDO. Plus $299 tax/service/government fees. Alternate departure dates available. Add-on airfare available.

*

Call for Details!
877-230-1381
Please mention promo code EC0961

Travel
with other
Catholics!

6

FEBRUARY 7-13, 2015 | DENVER CATHOLIC
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Five men one step closer to priesthood
BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123 | julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

F

ive men studying for the priesthood
at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary will be ordained to the
diaconate this month, the next step in
their priestly formation.
Four of the men, in formation for the
Archdiocese of Denver, will be ordained
by Archbishop Samuel Aquila 10 a.m. Feb.
14 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception: Servant of Christ Jesus
Brother James Claver, Mason Donald
Fraley, Salvador Sánchez Gasca and Matthew David Magee.
In addition, Andrew Kinstetter, who
is in formation for the Diocese of Cheyenne, will be ordained at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Cheyenne Feb. 6 by Bishop
Paul Etienne.
The diaconate is one of three ranks of
holy orders—deacons, priests and bishops—in the Church and dates back to the
time of the Apostles. The Book of Acts
relates that the order was established
when the Apostles told the Christian
community to select “seven reputable
men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom”

Five men studying for the priesthood will be ordinated to the diaconate this month. From left, Matt Magee, Mason
Fraley, Salvador Sanchez Gasca, Andrew Kinstetter and Brother James Claver stand outside St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary Jan. 30. Photo by Andrew Wright/Denver Catholic

to serve the community and free the
Apostles to focus on “prayer and ministry of the word” (6:3, 4). Over time, the
diaconate became a transitional step for
men studying to be priests.

The word “diaconate” comes from the
Greek word “diakonia,” which means
“service.” Deacons may officiate at baptisms, weddings, wakes and funerals, and
may preach and distribute Communion.

They cannot consecrate the Eucharist,
hear confessions or anoint the sick.
The Denver ordination liturgy will
be available for live viewing online at
www.archden.org/livestream.

Charities gala
breaks records

Keynote speaker Jason Scott Jones praised Lighthouse Women’s Center at
the annual Beacon of Hope gala Jan.31, saying it helps people “at the most
vulnerable moment of their lives.” The event outpaced last year’s attendance
by 20 percent, and surpassed total fundraising by some $200,000.

Thinking about a will?
Request a free Wills Kit from CRS.
Learn what you need to know
before you see an attorney.

1-800-235-2772
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Giving hope to a world of need.

Annual Spring Cleaning

Mt. Olivet Cemetery & St. Simeon Cemetery
Prior to March 1st, please gather all items from your loved ones graves, crypts & niches.
All remaining items will be disposed of.
God bless you and your loved ones.

Mt. Olivet Cemetery
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon Cemetery
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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Meeting
12 8Attollo
a.m.-4:30 p.m.,

Janiczek & Company,
8400 E. Crescent Parkway, Greenwood Village,
free. Business leadership
and faith development
workshop for owners
and CEOs. Details: 720508-4154 or paul@
attollousa.com

13 Vocational
Discernment

Through Feb. 15, Abbey
of St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale, donations
accepted. Discernment
retreat for women ages
16-35 includes learning about monastic
life, praying the Divine
Office, and work with
the sisters. Details: 970472-0612 or walburga
vocations@gmail.com

,

13 Servant of the
l
Word Banquet,
tWorkshop 6:15 p.m.,

Four Seasons Hotel, 1111
14th St., Denver, $125.
Includes silent auction
and dinner. Continues
with Feb. 14 workshop,
8 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Christ
the King Church, 830
Elm St., Denver, $75.
Details: sandy.wanzeck@
archden.org or
303-715-3195

I

A

A

O

Lecture: Cultivating a missionary spirit

17 Ash Wednesday
Retreat

14 Pro-life
Conference

1 p.m.-4 p.m., St. John
XXIII, 1220 University
Ave., Fort Collins, free.
Guest speakers and
music event to kick-off
40 Days for Life. Details:
970-493-3334 or linda@
colorado4life.info

14 St. Bernadette
Auction

5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.,
Sheraton Hotel, 360
Union Blvd., Lakewood,
$50. Includes buffet,
silent auction and music.
Details: 303-458-7975
or http://stbcs.net

REVELATION
N

17

14 St. Valentine’s Day
Dance

7 p.m., Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church,
11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn, $15. Hosted
by North Metro Catholic
singles. Includes dance

29, Lanteri Center for
Ignatian Spirituality,
416 22nd St., Denver,
ACROSS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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ALPHA
ANGEL
ARMAGEDDON
BEAST
DEATH

FAMINE
GOLD
HORSEMEN
LAMB
NEW JERUSALEM

OMEGA
PATMOS
SEAL
SEVEN
TRUMPET

10	Angelus
time

16	“My treat”
17	Stuff of
creation

1

2

3

20	“_ _ _ the
vine…” (Jn
15:5)

4

5

6

7

8

9

9 a.m.-2 p.m., St. Catherine of Siena Church,
4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver, free. Held by the
Legion of Mary. Details:
303-477-0408
10

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

20
23

33

25

24
28

31

32

36

38
42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

54

53
57

58

21	Golly!

60

61

62

22	Toothed
wheels

63

64

65

23	Originate

50

55

56

59

28	Christmas
song
30	_ _ _ culpa

43	Wind dir.
44	St. Martha is
their patron
saint

35	German
submarine

46	_ _ _ of
Jonah

36	Proverb
finale

47	Thomas
Aquinas is
patron saint
of these
Catholic
institutions

39	Latin 101
verb
40	Gov’t auto
agency
41	Vestment
worn under
the alb

31	Cain traveled this
direction
from Eden
(Gen 4:16)
32	Pub drinks

38	LA problem
39	Continental
money
41	Not a base

42	Cleans

45	“ Do it, _ _ _
will”

38	Pile

29	You may be
taken this
way

34	Charity

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

33	Title for Pio

37	Topping in a
tub

26	Saturate

33	Seed containers

25	Frat letters
27	Jesus told
Peter to cast
this out

24	Roman
emperor
associated
with 6A

30	Francis
Xavier was
one

39

41

52

13

25	The Litany
of the Saints
is chanted
during some
of these

30

40

51

12

26

29

35

34

37

11

22

27

18	Copper and
zinc alloy
19	Some votes

21 Lenten Day of
Reflection

7 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Regis
Jesuit High School,
6400 S. Lewiston Way,
Aurora, $10 at door.
Guided Ignatian prayer.
Details: 303-320-9995

Retreat
15 Armchair
Through March

6:30 a.m.-noon, St. John
Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, free.
Retreat for men and
their wives who are
interested in learning
about the diaconate.
RSVP: 303-715-3236 or
evelyn.andazola@arch
den.org

8 a.m.-2:30 p.m., All
Souls Church, 4950 S.
Logan St., Englewood,
$30. Reflection on forgiveness includes Mass,
discussion and prayer.
Register by Feb. 15: 720833-2709 or nristuccia@
allsouls55.org

19 Lenten Evening of
Prayer

lesson. No jeans. Details:
303-457-8289

21 Discernment
Retreat

21 Ladies’ Day of
Reflection

4:30 p.m., Loretto Spirituality Center, 4000 S.
Wadsworth Blvd., Littleton, $120 for commuters
or $200 for overnight.
Retreat through Feb. 19
to contemplate meaning of “going into the
desert.” Details: 303756-3083 or betsy@
mpbdenver.org

Frank and Genie Summers will be the featured speakers at the next Archbishop’s
FEB Lecture Series 7 p.m. Feb. 17 in Bonfils Hall
on the St. John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. The couple, who founded Family Missions
Company, will speak on “Cultivating a Missionary
Spirit in the Family.” It is free and open to the
public. Call 303-715-3230 for details. Photo provided

D

L

donations accepted.
Six-week Lenten retreat
includes daily Scripture
meditations and weekly
spiritual direction. Initial
group meeting 1 p.m.
Feb. 15 at the Lanteri
Center. RSVP before
Feb. 15: 303-298-1498 or
lantericenter@aol.com

FEATURED EVENT

51	Abraham
was one
54	“ Love is not
jealous, it
does not put
on _ _ _.” (1
Cor 13:4)

55	OT prophetic book
56	Israel’s
airline
57	Cold comment?
59	Small yeast
cake
60	Describes
some men in
the Bible
61	Mob men
62	Mountain
range
63	Drunkards
64	“…and
darkness
covered the
_ _ _.” (Gen
1:2)

DOWN
1	President
Johnson’s
daughter
who converted to
Catholicism
2	Religion of
the Muslims

8	French
“these”
9	High trains
10	Catholic
poet, best
known for
“The Highwayman”

42	Cries from
Homer
Simpson
46	St. Francis
de _ _ _
48	Rosary
starter

11	Prime rating

3	Opening
pair?

49	Brother of
Rebekah

12	Five-star
Bradley

4	Not much
hope

50	Laminated
rock

13	Monster
loch

51	 Good _ _ _

5	Boss monk

21	We should
enter by the
narrow one

6	What
the early
Christians
suffered
7	Egyptian
deity

22	Covered in
gold (var.)

52	Potpourri
53	Pole
54	Nautical call
57	Muslim title
of honor
58	Corn spot
59	Passenger
vehicle
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Shout Outs

Small pro-life gains turn into victories
Another Register falls; science is fun?
Our pro-life marches are working,
folks. A Marist poll (commissioned by
The Knights of Columbus) released
in January revealed that 84 percent
of Americans favor banning abortions
after three months pregnancy (12
weeks), and that 60 percent regard
abortion to be morally wrong. I know,
we’d like the numbers to be higher, but
keep on reading. Among Millennials,
59 percent believe abortion is morally
wrong. And if you think our youth are
OK with getting an abortion without
their parents’ knowledge, think again.
An estimated 78 percent of Millennials
support parental notification. Keep on
marching, we got this!
Denver Catholic received a shout out
from David Myers, editor of the Southwest Kansas Catholic Register in
Dodge City last week, when news of our
new name spread across the border.
In similar style, they’re planning to
change their paper’s name in March to
the Southwest Kansas Catholic. Dave
asked if we could change back temporarily, so they could be first. Sorry, Dave,
we can’t do that, but here’s a shout out
right back to you.

Science class for first- through fifthgrade students at St. Vincent de Paul
School got a lot more fun with the addition of new interactive iPad textbooks.
The “Interactive Science” eBooks allow
students to be more hands on while
learning about things like ecosystems,
food chains, habitat and weather by
drawing, dragging and dropping, among
other things. These aren’t your parents’
textbooks, folks. Photo provided
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FOCUS and the Sisters of Life have
collaborated on a resource that can help
us save a life, just by using our smartphones. The Life App, launched by the
two groups, during FOCUS’ SEEK 2015
conference helps people know how to
respond with compassion to a woman
in a crisis pregnancy with resource tabs
including: How to Respond, Her Perspective and Help Centers. Download
the free Life App by searching “The Life
App Catholic” in any app store, or go to
focus.org/lovelife. Who knew a smartphone could be so compassionate?

We want to give a belated shout out to St. Francis de
Sales, patron of writers and journalists, for his feast day
Jan. 24. St. Francis was named patron of media professionals because of his prolific use of pamphlets and books
to promote spiritual direction and to convert protestants.
And, as luck would have it, he is also known as the “Gentleman Saint,” so we know he’ll be gracious in overlooking
our tardiness. Pontiffs remember the feast of this great
saint every year by releasing a letter for World Communications Day (May 17). This year, Pope Francis titled
his letter “Communicating the Family: A Privileged Place of Encounter with
the Gift of Love.” It makes sense, as it is in the family where we first learn to
communicate, if arguing with your brother over Legos is a valid form of communication. In the letter the pope says that it is in the family that “we realize
that others have preceded us, they made it possible for us to exist and in our
turn to generate life and to do something good and beautiful. We can give
because we have received.” To read it, as we all should, go to www.pccs.va
photo Wikipedia

Whitney Buckendorf, a Denver Catholic favorite from past feature stories
about the thousands she’s raised to help
orphans in Ghana, spoke with thirdand fourth-graders at St. John the
Evangelist School in Loveland Jan.
26 about the need for medical supplies
and help for orphanages in Africa. Their
teacher, Ms. Sutter, was Whitney’s
teacher when she was a third-grader
at St. Joseph’s in Fort Collins (she’s
in eighth grade now). Whitney’s foster
sister, Precious, once an orphan in
Ghana, joined her for the talk. Precious
is a perfect example of Whitney’s love,
determination and generosity, as it
was her new sister that orchestrated
the life-saving surgeries Precious has
needed in the last year. We think they’re
both perfect! Photo provided

A big thank you to all the Catholic
crowd-funders who made Shaun Garrison’s dream to share his music a reality.
Last summer Shaun, a musician and
worship leader for FOCUS, launched a
Kickstarter campaign to raise $20,000
to cover the costs of recording, mixing,
mastering, printing and duplicating
a CD of original music. We’re happy
to report that his CD “Exceeding” is
now available at shaungarrison.com or
Gerken’s. Photo by Denver Catholic

February 7-14 is National Marriage
Week, which will encompass World
Marriage Sunday (Feb. 8) and Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14). The observance is
an opportunity to “celebrate the gift
and blessing of marriage and to affirm
and support engaged and married couples,” wrote Bishop Richard Malone,
chairman of the Committee on Laity,
Marriage, Family Life and Youth. A lot
is happening Feb. 8 as it’s also the day
we celebrate in parishes World Day of
Consecrated Life, and the International Day of Prayer and Awareness
against Human Trafficking. There is a
lot to remember, and a lot to pray for.
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7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos
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SUNDAY, FEB. 22

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

OUR PATRON, A GENTLEMAN

AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, FEB. 8

SUNDAY, FEB. 15

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Bernie Schmitz
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Luke Barder
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

St. Frances Cabrini Parish just finished up with their Fraternity/Sorority
Dodgeball Tournament for their entire
youth ministry. The 9th twice-yearly
event had over 220 participants playing
in their newly-built outdoor dodgeball
arena. Congratulations to the victors
this year who were The Little Flowers
in the girls category and Auducia in the
boys competition. Spectators and participants alike are hoping this will one
day make it as an Olympic Winter event.
Photo by Andrew Wright

St. Joseph Hospital generously supported Divine Mercy Supportive
Care by giving the elder-care ministry
a truck-load of furniture. The growing
ministry that aids the terminally ill
was handed furniture by the hospital
that recently moved to a new location.
Religious Sister of Mercy Sister Ester
Mary drives the U-Haul truck, loaded
with the help of other sisters and
Denver seminarians headed to Divine
Mercy’s new offices in Littleton. Photo by
Todd Wollam/Denver Catholic
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ESTATE SALE

CONTRACTOR

INSURANCE

ROOFING

HOME FOR RENT

HELP WANTED, cont’d

ESTATE SALE - Feb. 12 -14 from 10AM -

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION

ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY

SENIOR HELPERS

40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

Auto - Home - Business
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
Fred@elkhornagency.com
www.elkhornagency.com

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

2244 LOWELL, DENVER

3PM each day, at 4720 S. Dudley St., #36,
Denver 80123 (between S. Dudley and
Union Sts.). Entire household including
antiques! Cash only, please.

2.5 bdrm, 2 bath, 2 car rustic Victorian
in Highlands; 1,650 sf. Seeking fem.
roommate for an existing fem. tenant, or
a couple (no roommate). $2,000/mo, year
lease. Call 303-288-1839, lv msg.

We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

PRAYERS

ELECTRICAL

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

THANK YOU

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

SILVER CROSS

Thank you, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Blessed
Mother Mary, St. Jude and St. Jeanne
Jugan for favors. - B.K.

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

FENCING

PAINTING

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - O, Holy St.
Jude, Apostle and Martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracles, near kinsman of
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need. To you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart & humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to come
to my assistance. Help me in my present
and urgent petition. In return I promise to
make your name known & cause you to be
invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys &
3 Glories for 9 consecutive days. Thank you
for prayers answered. - K.M.

ATTORNEY
LAWYER

HANDYMAN

PLUMBING

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

CAR DONATION

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

CATERING
ROSSI’S CATERING SERVICE
Since May 1958, catering all of your needs..
All receptions from our commissary to
your location. Memorial receptions. Call
Bill/Roxanne 303-296-1144, 303-249-2781

service & safety check. 15% discount
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

HOUSE CLEANING
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING
20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

TO PLACE AN AD OR PUBLISH A PRAYER
Call: 303-715-3212 | Email: classifieds@archden.org
Ad Cost: $7/line, 5 line min. | Prayer Cost: $7/line, 3 line min.
ADVERTISERS: Please check your ad at first publication. Notify us immediately if errors.
We accept responsibility only for the first incorrect insertion. The publication assumes no
financial responsibility for errors or omission of copy. The Denver Catholic reserves the
right to reject any ad.
READERS: Please consider carefully the advertiser before you purchase an advertised
product or service. We make every effort to ensure the legitimacy of all products and
services advertised in the paper; however, publication of advertisements does not indicate
endorsement by the Denver Catholic.

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR Repairs are all I do! Wind
damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
720-209-4589

HELP WANTED
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Bishop Machebeuf High School seeks an
Administrative Assistant during the school
year. Interested applicants go to www.
machebeuf.org for job description and
requirements. Closing date is February 26.

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - for Catholic

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TREE SERVICE

Charities in Denver. Responsible for
developing and leading housing services,
staff and resources to achieve goals and
represents Catholic Charities and Archdiocese Housing Inc. Provides overall direction
for housing activities, including identifying
new opportunities, project feasibility,
partnerships for development. MA/MS.
Real Estate License strongly preferred.
Apply to: hr@ccdenver.org EEO/AA.

LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER

REMODELING
SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...

CALL

303-715-3230

CALL FOR WINTER DISCOUNTS!

THERAPIST - for Regina Caeli Clinic
in Littleton. Responsible for providing
professional counseling, clinical assessment /problem identification, treatment
planning, case management, crisis intervention to adults, adolescents & children,
couples & families according to program
standards/procedures, consistent w/Catholic teachings. 4+ yrs exp & MS in related
field. Apply to: hr@ccdenver.org EEO/AA.

Mary’s Maternity of Motherhood Home
seeks a live-in housemother with a calling
for Pro-Life Ministry. Oversee daily
activities & provide spiritual witness for
the pregnant mothers. Call Lynn at
303-477-2820.

CEMETERY FOR SALE
OLINGER CHAPEL HILLS
In Centennial - Four adjoining
adult interment lots in The Garden
of Devotion, Sect. 5, Lot 213-A.
Current retail value-$3,995 ea.
Call 303-503-5982 eves/wknds

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
One grave available in Sect. 27, Block 2,
Lot 23, Grave 5A. Current retail value $3,500; price negotiable. Call Kathy at
775-752-3044.

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
Beautiful location by the St. Michael
statue. One grave site – Sect. 32, Blk 1, Lot
4, Grave 5. Asking $3,250, transfer fee incl.;
will consider offers. Call 407-286-3436.

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing and
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898

NEED HELP?

Post your job announcement
in the Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!

CALL

303-715-3212

EMAIL

classifieds@archden.org

Holy Family Church Hall, Denver
April 24th and 25th, 2015

Engaged couples
Retreat

with Msgr. Ken Leone
For more information, please visit
www.engagedcouplesretreat.com

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured
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Perspectives

Evangelical challenges for Vatican diplomacy

T

he bilateral diplomacy of the Holy
See is unique in world affairs,
in that it has little or nothing to
do with the things with which diplomats typically occupy their time: trade
issues, security matters, visas. Rather,
the reason why the Vatican engages in
bilateral
diplomacy
GEORGE is to secure
WEIGEL the freedom
of the Catholic Church
The Catholic Difference
to be itself
in the counGeorge Weigel is a
distinguished senior fellow of
tries with
the Ethics and Public Policy
which the
Center in Washington, D.C.
Holy See
has, or wishes to have, diplomatic relations. To be sure, in crisis situations, the
Holy See’s representative in a crumbling
or violence-ridden state can also serve
as an honest broker amidst contending
local parties, or a voice for persecuted
Catholic communities, or a channel for
humanitarian assistance. But whatever
the situation, the first task of the pope’s
representative to another sovereignty
is to help maintain free space for the
Church’s evangelical, sacramental, educational and charitable missions, all of
which are essential to what it means to
be “the Catholic Church” in any human
situation.
This unique character can create
unique challenges; two such challenges
today involve Cuba and China.
In Cuba, the role played by Vatican
officials and the archbishop of Havana,
Cardinal Jaime Ortega, in facilitating
the recent agreement between the
United States and Cuba to restore full
diplomatic relations has significantly
raised the stakes for how the local
Church in Cuba, and the Holy See, play
their respective hands in the last days of
the Castro regime.
Those “last days” may, alas, be a
matter of years; still, that Castroism has no future seems obvious to
everyone except the brothers Castro.
Some Catholic leaders in Cuba are
understandably concerned to use what
openings may now be available to

build up the Church’s infrastructure in
that long-suffering island. But if that
build-up involves a kind of relationship with the present Cuban regime
that precludes strong, vocal and visible
Catholic support for those hard-pressed
Cuban human rights activists who
form the core of the post-communist
Cuban civil society of the future, the
evangelical mission of the Church in
a post-Castro Cuba could be seriously
imperiled.
Building-while-resisting, and thus
helping accelerate the change toward a
post-Castro future: that is the challenge
for Cuban Catholicism, which will face
the daunting task of re-converting Cuba
in the 21st century. The local Church
should be firmly supported in both
aspects of that work, the building and
the resisting, by the Holy See.
Then there’s the new thaw in the
Holy See’s relations with the People’s
Republic of China. It’s no secret
that senior Vatican diplomats
have long sought full diplomatic
exchange at the ambassadorial
level with the PRC; the theory
is that such diplomatic recognition will give the Catholic
Church a more secure place
at the table as China
determines its future. But
here, too, there are evangelical concerns to be
considered.

Full diplomatic relations between the
Holy See and the PRC would require
the Vatican to sever its diplomatic
ties with Taiwan—the first Chinese
democracy in that ancient country’s
5,000-year history. And while there
is nothing inexorable about a transition to democracy in mainland China,
there does seem something inherently
unstable about communist regimes—
especially if they’ve been sitting atop a
substantial middle class that’s not going
to accept political disenfranchisement
indefinitely. If and when a Chinese democratic revolution happens, too close a
relationship with a faltering communist
regime with a long history of persecuting Christians and pro-democracy
activists could be an obstacle to the evangelization of

China—which, when it fully opens itself
to the world, will be the greatest field of
Christian mission since the Europeans
came to the western hemisphere in the
16th century.
We may be sure that Evangelical
Protestants and Mormons, who will not
be burdened by having had diplomatic
relations with the PRC, are already
thinking hard about their missions in
a post-communist China. That, too,
should concentrate Catholic minds
on how the alleged benefits of a deal
between the Vatican and the current
regime in Beijing are to be weighed
against the potential perils to the new
evangelization in a post-communist
China.

The Cathedral
of the Virgin
Mary of the
Immaculate
Conception
in Havana,
Cuba. Photo by

Michelle Bauman/
CNA

LETTERS

On dangers of
nihilism
Thank you to George
Weigel for his writing
about the dangers of
political correctness and
nihilism (“Europe and
nothingness,” Jan. 24-30
Denver Catholic). Nihilism is, in my opinion, the

greatest danger to our
society. Dostoevsky wrote
about these dangers in
the 19th century, especially in his novel “The
Possessed.” Again, thank
you. Viva Cristo Rey!
FATHER RENE GUESNIER,
O.S.B.
St. Francis Xavier Parish,
Seward, Kan.

Not the only one
uncomfortable
I want to commend
Gina Warner on a very
well-written article
(“Location, location,
location” Jan. 31 Denver
Catholic). It’s so refreshing to know that I’m not
the only one who’s not

completely comfortable praying in front of
Planned Parenthood.
I loved hearing about
the transformative
experience for her. It
was honest and realistic rather than being all
squishy and idealistic.
MARY VULCANI
Lakewood

LETTERS

CORRECTION

Send letters to
DenverCatholic@archden.
org, via www.DenverCatholic.
org, or mail to Denver Catholic
Letters, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210. Please
include full name, city and
phone number. Letters may
be edited. Opinions are those
of the author and not the
Archdiocese of Denver.

The date for the next installment of the Archbishop’s
Lecture Series was listed incorrectly in the Jan. 31-Feb. 6 issue
of Denver Catholic (“Lecture:
Raising ‘kingdom builders’”).
The correct date for the talk by
Genie and Frank Summers is
Feb. 17.
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America’s next saint, Junípero Serra

A

merica’s next saint will be the
man who evangelized California
and is associated with the beginnings of Los Angeles.
Pope Francis announced that he
intends to canonize Blessed Junípero
Serra, O.F.M., when he comes to the
United States next September. This
is great news, and I am grateful to our
Holy Father for this gift to California
and the Americas. I wish the pope was
coming to Los Angeles, which Padre
Serra originally called El Pueblo de
Nuestra Señora de los Angeles de Porciuncula (“The Town of Our Lady of the
Angels of Porciuncula”). But the pope
told reporters that he will likely celebrate the canonization at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.,
because this will be a “national event.”
Indeed, Padre Serra’s canonization
will be a beautiful day in the life of our
nation. It will be a day to remember that
our state and our country—and all of
the nations of the Americas—are born
from the Christian mission and built on
Christian foundations. It will also be a
time to reﬂect on the close spiritual ties
that bind Mexico, the Hispanic people
and the United States.
When Padre Serra came from Spain
to Mexico in December 1749, he walked
nearly 300 miles to consecrate his
mission at the Shrine of Our Lady of

Guadalupe before coming to California. His story reminds us that in God’s
plan of salvation, the Gospel was first
preached in this country by Spanish missionaries from Mexico, under the sign of
the Virgin of Guadalupe, the bright star
of America’s first evangelization.

ARCHBISHOP JOSÉ
H. GOMEZ
Guest Column
Most Rev. José H. Gomez is archbishop of Los
Angeles. He served as auxiliary bishop of Denver 2001-2005.

But the Pope’s announcement has also
revived difficult and bitter memories
about the treatment of Native Americans during the colonial and missionary
period of California’s history. The Church
has acknowledged and asked pardon for
the cruelty and abuses of colonial leaders
and even some missionaries. The Church
has also recognized with deep regret that
the colonial project disturbed and, in
some cases, destroyed traditional ways
of life. St. John Paul II made these points
during his 1987 visit to California and the
American Southwest, and again during
the examination of conscience that was
part of the Church’s commemoration of
the millennial year 2000.
We cannot judge 18th century attitudes

and behavior by 21st century standards.
But the demands of Gospel love are
the same in every age. And it is sad but
true, as John Paul said, that in bringing
the Gospel to the Americas “not all the
members of the Church lived up to their
Christian responsibilities.”
Some Christians, in fact, “instead of
offering to the world the witness of a life
inspired by the values of faith, indulged
in ways of thinking and acting which
were truly forms of counter-witness and
scandal.” But this was not the case with
Padre Serra. Even critical historians
admit that he and his fellow missionaries were protectors and defenders of the
native peoples against colonial exploitation and violence.
Padre Serra knew the writings and
experience of the Dominican missionary, Bartolomé de Las Casas, in Central
America. Like Las Casas, Padre Serra was
bold and articulate in fighting against the
civil authorities to defend the humanity
and rights of indigenous peoples.
In my own study and reﬂection, I
have come to the conclusion that Padre
Serra should be remembered alongside
Las Casas—as one of the pioneers of
human rights and human development
in the Americas. His 1773 memorandum (or Representación) to the colonial
Viceroy in Mexico City is probably the
first “bill of rights” published in North
America. In this document, he advanced

detailed practical recommendations for
improving the spiritual and material
wellbeing of California’s indigenous
people. He criticized their cruel mistreatment at the hands of the colonial
military commander and he urged
that the commander be removed from
office. To prevent future abuses, Padre
Serra demanded that the missionaries
be restored to full authority over “the
training, governance, punishment and
upbringing of the baptized Indians and
those who will be baptized.” Such a
policy, he concluded, was “in uniformity
with the law of nature.”
The historical record confirms what
Pope Francis believes: that Blessed
Junípero Serra was a man of heroic
virtue and holiness who had only one
burning ambition—to bring the good
news of Jesus Christ to the peoples of
the New World. Whatever human faults
he may have had and whatever mistakes
he may have made, there is no questioning that he lived a life of sacrifice and
self-denial. And he died in California,
having given his life out of love for the
Gospel and the people he came to serve.
The canonization of Padre Serra will
be an important sign in this new era of
globalization and cultural encounter.
In our continental mission of the new
evangelization, we have much to learn
from Padre Serra and the first missionaries to the Americas.

G.K. Chesterton on the metaphysics of Julianne Moore

I

don’t tend to follow the deep thoughts
of movie stars, celebrities, and other
bright lights in the secular skies, but I
recently read a Hollywood Reporter piece
(“Julianne Moore Believes in Therapy,
Not God (And Definitely Gun Control”),
Jan. 28,
2015) about
CARL
actress JuliOLSON anne Moore
that touched
on some
Guest Column
deeper philosophical
Carl E. Olson is the editor of
questions.
Catholic World Report and
Ignatius Insight. A longer
The artiversion of this article appeared
cle traces
on www.catholicworldreport.
Moore’s
com/blog.
life: bad
childhood, finding one’s way, rise to fame,
growing awareness of a deep inner void:
“In her early 30s, Julianne Moore felt
lost. Her professional life was soaring, her
personal life shrinking.”
In crisis, the talented actress—and
Moore certainly is talented—turned to
religion. Sort of. “Unsure what to do,
Moore turned to a therapist, who got

straight to the point: She must give her
private life its due.” The actress explained
that the “idea that you’re the center of
your own narrative and that you can
create your life is a great idea. … I totally
believe it. I’ve been really lucky, but I feel
I’ve completely created my own life.”
Having “created” her own life, it’s
not surprising to learn that Moore has
no need for the Creator: “She says she
doesn’t believe in God and has a strong
sense that meaning is imposed on a chaotic world. … I learned when my mother
died five years ago that there is no
‘there’ there.” Structure and meaning,
she opines, is “all imposed. We impose
order and narrative on everything in
order to understand it. Otherwise,
there’s nothing but chaos.”
Moore’s need for therapy and subsequent claim that she has “created” her
own life reminded me of a passage by
G. K. Chesterton, in an essay titled,
“Upon This Rock.” In it, Chesterton
noted that the “sacramental system is
everywhere based on the idea that certain material acts are mystical acts; are
events in the spiritual world.”

He then zeroed in on the sacrament
of confession: “Of all the sacraments,
it is, in the modern jargon, the most
psychological. And the proof of it is that
even the people who abolished it a few
centuries ago found that they had to
invent a new imitation of it a few years
ago. They told the people to go to a new
priest, often without credentials, and
make confession generally without
absolution, and they called it psychoanalysis. Catholicism would say that the
lack of the confessional had produced
a modern congestion and stagnation of
secrets so morbid as to be reaching the
verge of madness.”
Part of the madness is evident in the
glaring inconsistency of Moore’s metaphysics. She says there “is no ‘there’
there” and that structure and meaning
do not exist—there is only chaos until we
“impose order and narrative on everything.” And where, I wonder, does that
particular sense of “order and narrative”
come from? If it’s not “out there,” it
cannot be learned by observation. And
since we are part of what is “there,” how
could we, inexplicably, possess an innate

sense of something that does not exist?
Consider an analogy drawn from
sports: this is like an NFL player saying,
without any hint of irony at all: “I don’t
care about the rules of the game. I
don’t care about the refs. I just play the
game. I play it the way I want to play
it. Period.” Really? (Mind you, some
players might say or think this, but it is
complete nonsense).
But that, in fact, is what Moore is
saying: there is no meaning, only chaos,
and so I create “meaning”—which logically is a concept that cannot exist since
meaning doesn’t exist—and impose
structure upon what is completely and
inherently chaotic.
However, one cannot help but sympathize a bit: Moore desired meaning,
and realized it is located in having
“meaning,” getting married, and having
a family. Don’t you wish there was a
religion and belief system out there
emphasizing how life does have real
meaning, and that marriage and family
are fundamental to that meaning—not
just on an individual level, but also on a
social and cultural level? Don’t you?
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

