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Teen raises
thousands for
gardens that feed
the hungry

1,904,056

pennies were
collected by
Chandra Starr that
funded 92 gardens
that generated
2,000 pounds of
produce for families in need. Photo provided

BY JULIE FILBY

W

303-715-3123
julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

hen Chandra Starr, 14,
launched a campaign to raise
$10,000 for those in need, she
not only wanted to feed them, she wanted
to provide them with something that’s
considered a luxury item for many families: fresh, organic produce.
Last February, Starr, an eighth-grader
at St. Stephen School in Glenwood
Springs, launched a Million Penny Project to support the El Jebel-based Growing
Food Forward Foundation, a nonprofit
that builds gardens to provide produce
to needy families on the Western Slope.
By the end of the project in April, she’d
collected nearly twice her goal: 1,904,056
pennies ($19,040.56).
“I was trying to get my Silver Award
for Girl Scouts and we had to do something for the community; I wanted to do
something close to my heart,” Starr told
the Denver Catholic from her Glenwood
Springs home.
This particular cause was close to her
heart because she had experienced what
it was like go to without produce when she
and her mother, Kimberly Starr Walker,

A harvest
from the
heart

were homeless when she was 5 years old.
“We lived in a tent for a month when it
was still cold and snowy,” Starr said.
They had become homeless when
Walker, a stay-at-home mother, was in a
relationship that turned abusive.
“We packed a bag and left at midnight,”
Walker explained, then they set up their
makeshift home in a camp site outside
town.
Not having a job meant not having
money, so she “got food stamps immediately,” she said. That provided $165 a
month which didn’t leave room for fresh
produce, so to stretch it, she bought less
expensive canned and boxed processed
foods—foods loaded with sugar, fat and
sodium.
“We had to make it work,” Walker said.
She began to worry about her daughter’s
health as she gained weight, experienced
headaches and stomachaches, and was
falling asleep in class. Doctors diagnosed her with early-stage diabetes. This
spurred her mother to become educated
on more healthy eating habits, and drastically changed their diets.
Once their housing was secured, both
mother and daughter learned how to
garden and improved their diet by incorporating fresh organic produce.
Starr is now diabetes-free and » 5

Missionaries of Charity » 4

25 years
in Denver
Photo by Andrew Wright/Denver Catholic
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Life Matters: Roe Plus 40*

E

very January we remember the
anniversary of the tragic Roe v.
Wade Supreme Court decision,
which has allowed the legal killing of
some 55 million children since 1973.
While participating in the 9 Days for
Life Novena this year, I came across an
article by the author and speaker Erika
Bachiochi that I would like to share with
you because of its important insights. All
of us should be aware of the profound cultural consequences of legalized abortion
that Bachiochi describes and work to end
the killing of innocents.
+Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
With
age
comes
ERIKA
wisdom,
or
BACHIOCHI
so they say.
Roe v. Wade
has turned
*This article was first published by the U.S. bishops’
40. So what
conference in 2013, ahead of
have we
the 40th anniversary of Roe
learned?
v. Wade (1973). It has been
edited for length. To view the
Forty
entire letter with footnotes,
years later,
please visit DenverCatholic.
the Roe
org. Reprinted with permission. Copyright © 2013, United decision’s
States Conference of Catholic
references
Bishops, Washington, D.C.
to “potential life” seem scientifically outdated
at best. Even abortion rights activists
now concede the basic biological fact
that human life begins at conception.
Unfortunately, because most have been
reticent to publicly admit this, many
Americans (including some vocally
“pro-choice” Catholic politicians) still
fail to understand that science informs
Church teaching in this regard. Forty
years later, it is not only theologically
obtuse but also scientifically misinformed to make statements like:
“As a Catholic, I believe life begins at

conception, but….” We human beings
begin our existence when our father’s
sperm meets our mother’s egg—whether
we choose to believe it or not. A human
being, in every other context in U.S.
history save the era of slavery, has been
understood to enjoy certain human
rights simply because he or she is
human. Today a child, in every context
of American law save abortion, merits
her parents’ care and protection—
simply because she is their child.
Forty years later the United States continues to have one of the most extreme
abortion regimes in the world. Yet we’re
often led to believe that Roe v. Wade
merely legalized abortion in the first
three months of pregnancy. The trouble
is that the Roe Court actually said abortion must be allowed for any reason in the
next three months as well. It then said
laws against abortion must have a broad
health exception even in the final “trimester,” but only described its breadth in
the little known companion case, Doe v.
Bolton, decided the same day. In Doe, the
Court announced that health, for the purposes of late-term abortion law, would be
synonymous with the mother’s “physical,
emotional, psychological, familial … wellbeing”—in other words, every reason a
pregnant woman could give for seeking
an abortion in the first place.
Together Roe and Doe display a
dramatic instance of the exception
swallowing the rule, making the U.S.
one of only nine countries in the world
permitting abortion after 14 weeks of
pregnancy, and one of only four that
allows abortion for any reason after
viability, yet most Americans still falsely
assume that abortion is strictly limited
after the first trimester.
Forty years later, women’s health is
still a central issue, but scientific data
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The #prolife battle is real, and we have confidence
in Jesus! My homily from @ArchDenver #RoevWade
Mass: http://ow.ly/HN4m6 +sja
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does not support abortion access as
healthy for women. Beyond dispute, if
little known, are the data that show an
increased likelihood of preterm birth
and placenta previa in subsequent pregnancies, both
of which put mother and
child at increased risk of
health and life-threatenToday
ing complications. Women
a child,
who have had abortions
in every
are also at increased risk
context of of anxiety, depression and
American substance abuse. A 2011
law save “meta-analysis” (i.e., study
abortion, of the studies) revealed
that more than half of all
merits her women experienced mild
parents’ to severe mental health
care and problems following their
abortions, including a
protecincreased risk of suition—sim- 155%
cidal behavior. Short-term
ply becomplications including
cause she hemorrhaging, uterine
perforation, and infection
is their
injure tens of thousands of
child.”
ERIKA women each year.
BACHIOCHI
Forty years later, abortion is more often than
not regarded as a necessary evil: evil,
because it takes the innocent, dependent life of a uniquely precious unborn
child; “necessary,” because it is claimed
that women’s equality depends upon it.
[…] Wouldn’t authentic equality instead
require that men and society at large
respect, protect, and support women’s
childbearing capacity, alongside their
many other talents and abilities? […]
Forty years later, women from all backgrounds—aﬄuent and highly educated
to poor and disadvantaged—attest to the
difficulty of meeting men worthy of, and
willing to commit to, marriage. […] Once

“

upon a time, women were in a position to
make serious demands upon men prior
to physical intimacy, due to the commitment necessary for taking care of a child
who may possibly result. Increasingly
available contraception and abortion
have realigned this set of cultural expectations toward the male prerogative for
low commitment sex. Increased confidence in contraception (alongside the
continued reality of contraceptive failure) has translated, forty years later, into
increased rates of unintended pregnancy,
single motherhood, and abortion—all of
which disproportionately affect women,
especially poor women.
Forty years later, the pro-life community is as committed as ever to promoting
the human dignity of both mother and
child. Indeed, it is the vulnerability of all
those involved in abortion that makes the
issue one of deep and abiding concern.
The evident vulnerability of the innocent
human being, to be sure, but also the
vulnerability of the single mother who
feels she has no “choice” but to abort;
the anxious father who has no legal say;
the parents whose unborn child appears
handicapped or may die shortly after
birth; the victim of rape; and even the
abortion provider who, we can only hope,
will experience a conversion of heart and
abandon this trade. Forty years later,
the courage and grace shown by those
women who choose life—in the face of
fear, uncertainty, parental or partner
intimidation, seemingly insurmountable
odds—make them today’s heroes. They
are joined by the many who counsel,
support, and nurture them both before
and after the birth of their child. Such
self-giving love—especially in the face
of forty years of “choice”—is powerfully
transformative of mother, of child, of
families, of cultures.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
Archbishop Samuel
Aquila
greets parishioners
at Light of
the World
Parish in
Littleton
following the
dedication
of the new
church
Jan. 25.
Photo by Andrew
Wright/Denver
Catholic
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Vatican Notes

Masses suspended in Niger
due to church burnings

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
Harry Stevenson
52 Years

Matt Whaley
27 Years

Lloyd Swint
11 Years

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the needs
of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable options
is at the heart of what we do.
With more than a 90 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley and Lloyd
Swint have assisted families with care and compassion.
Today, their experience, combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels,
is virtually unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
A view of Niamey, the capital of Niger.

NIAMEY, NIGER (CNA) — The bishops of Niger have canceled Masses and
activities at Catholic schools, health-care
facilities and charity outreaches after
Muslim extremists set fire to dozens of
churches across the country.
Reports indicate that more than 40
churches were torched over the weekend of Jan. 17-18 to protest the new
caricatures of Mohammed published by
the Charlie Hebdo magazine in its latest
edition. The publication of the images is
a response to an attack on the satirical

Photo by Jean Rebiﬀ/Flickr

magazine in Paris earlier this month,
which took place in retaliation for earlier
depictions of the Muslim prophet.
In addition to the church burnings,
nearly 300 people in Zinder were forced
to seek refuge at a military base.
“The Christian community in Niger
is still in a state of shock: Almost all the
churches (of the diocese), 12 to 14 of
them, were completely plundered. Nothing remains, they were totally burned,”
Archbishop Michel Cartateguy of Niamey
told Vatican Radio.

PRINCIPAL OPENING
Holy Family High School (HFHS), located in Broomfield, CO is seeking to hire a principal. The position will become
available in June 2015; interviews will begin in mid-February.
Founded in 1922 and staffed by the Sisters of Loretto, the first graduating class consisted of 11 men and women.
In 1999 HFHS moved from its Denver location to Broomfield to allow for expansion. Holy Family High School is a
Catholic, college preparatory, Archdiocesan, coeducational high school operating grades 9 through 12. HFHS’s mission
statement accurately reflects life within the community; “Based on the teachings of Jesus Christ, Holy Family High
School seeks to provide a Catholic learning environment that stresses academic excellence, fosters mutual respect,
demands responsibility, and encourages self-growth.”
Demographic information for the 2013-14 academic year includes:

NEWS IN BRIEF

Pope appeals for
peace in Ukraine

VATICAN CITY (CNA)
– During his weekly
Angelus address in Rome,
Pope Francis decried
the recent escalation of
violence in Ukraine, and
called on Christians to
pray for unity. “With deep
concern, I am following
the worsening of clashes
in eastern Ukraine,
which continues to cause
many victims among the
civilian population,” the
pope said Jan. 25. Thirty
people were killed by
rocket fire in Mariupol,
Ukraine, amid clashes
between pro-Russian
separatists and Ukrainian
forces, according to BBC.

What family life
teaches about
communication

VATICAN CITY (CNA)
– Pope Francis chose the
family as his theme for
this year’s World Communications Day, saying
as the first place one
learns to communicate,
families teach us to go out
of ourselves and encounter others. “In the family,
we learn to embrace and
support one another, to
discern the meaning of
facial expressions and
moments of silence, to
laugh and cry together,”
the pope said Jan. 23.
Most dioceses will mark
the 49th World Day of
Communications May 17.

Pope completes
new oﬃce to tackle
clergy abuse

VATICAN CITY (CNA)
– Pope Francis completed
membership of a new
Vatican body responsible
for dealing with clerical
sex abuse. The body is an
office within the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith that will deal
with ‘delicta graviora’, or
‘more grave crimes,’ in
the Church, including:
sexual abuse of a minor by
a cleric; or the acquisition,
possession, or distribution of child pornography
by a cleric. The new
office is a college of seven
people, whose names
were announced Jan. 21.

•

621 students

•

92% Catholic

•

13% minority

•

14% Hispanic

To learn more about Holy Family High School, visit their website at www.holyfamilyhs.com.
Candidates interested in applying must:
•

Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Roman Catholic Church.

•

Have a strong commitment to the importance of Catholic school ministry in the church.

•

Possess a Master’s Degree with a minimum of 20 graduate hours in supervision, curriculum, instruction, or
other related fields.

•

Have a minimum of five (5) years high school teaching or administrative experience in Catholic schools.

•

Hold a current, valid administrator’s license certificate or be able to be certified by the State of Colorado as a
principal.

If you are interested in applying for the principal position at Holy Family High School, please submit a letter of interest
and resume to:

Archdiocese of Denver, Office of Catholic Schools
Attention: Superintendent Richard Thompson
1300 South Steele Street
Denver, CO 80210
A complete principal application packet will be provided upon receipt of a resume and letter of interest.
To learn more about the Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools, visit our website at www.archden.org.

The Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools is an investment in the future of our children and our Catholic faith.
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Mother Teresa’s
gift to Denver
continues

T

BY NISSA LAPOINT

303-715-3138
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathNissa

he gift Mother Teresa sent to Colorado 25 years ago keeps on giving.
A handful of meek and humble
Missionaries of Charity nuns continue
to pray, comfort and care for the poorest
of the poor in Denver after their mother
sent them in the 1990s.
“I have a gift for you,” Mother Teresa
told a crowd in Denver’s old McNichols
Sports Arena May 20, 1989. “I will give
you my sisters and I hope that, together,
we are going to do something beautiful
for God.”
Much to then-Archbishop J. Francis
Stafford’s surprise, the small nun from
Calcutta, India announced to thousands
during a prayer service she wanted to
send nuns from the order she founded to
serve in the Archdiocese of Denver.
Her gift was the story of the day for
the media that heavily covered Mother
Teresa’s Denver visit and seemingly-spontaneous announcement.
Reflecting back, Sister Damascene and
the three other nuns running the Gift of
Mary Shelter adjoining St. Joseph Church
suggest there was no mystery to Mother
Teresa’s decision—it was God’s will.
“It’s as God wants,” Sister Damascene,

the superior, told the Denver Catholic
inside the shelter. “We are missionaries
so we are sent. We cannot choose where
we want to go. There is no questioning.”
The first group of sisters sent to Denver
in Jan. 1990 moved into the Seton House,
which had been renovated and dedicated for housing AIDS patients. Mother
Teresa received honors for making use
of the former Cathedral High School and
convent and founding the house.
By 2003, the order had cared for
more than 490 patients. But improved
treatment for AIDS and changing city
requirements on the Seton House forced
the sisters to relocate.
“We had to stop that work because they
had better medication and the city requirement was more and more (patients), but
we were getting less and less patients,”
Sister Damascene explained.
They received permission to run a shelter for single, homeless women and began
to look for a smaller space.
“That’s why we came over here,” she
said of the shelter on Fox Street and 6th
Avenue, where the sisters also live.
In Jan. 1990, the shelter began and the
sisters open the doors at night to some
100 women over the course of a year.
“We do talk with them and pray with
them and listen to them,” Sister Damascene said. “Many people here do change
their life. They find much peace and
prayer. There are times when they want

A sister prays before a photo of Mother Teresa at St. Joseph Church. Four
Missionaries of Charity sisters serve homeless woman at the shelter next door
from the church. Photo by Andrew Wright/Denver Catholic

to come back to the sacraments.”
During the day the sisters, who wear
the order’s recognizable blue-boarded
white sari, visit families and nursing
home residents. They also visit the downtown jail weekly.
“When we go to the prison, we bring
and present Jesus in the blessed sacrament. It’s also an opportunity for prayer,”
she shared. “The most important thing is
to be with them, to listen to them—sometimes they have a lot of sufferings and
want to share things.”
The sisters thank God for the poor’s
acceptance of their service. For in each
person they serve, they see Christ.
“If we are not doing it for Jesus, if we
are not seeing Jesus in them, we would
not be able to do the work,” Sister Damascene said. “What we doing to them we
are doing it to Jesus.”
The sisters describe it as joy-filled work

with occasional struggles only overcome
by prayer.
“Prayer is important because otherwise we would not be able to do the
work that we do,” the superior said. “The
prayer gives us the strength.”
The sisters spend more than four hours
of their day in prayer, waking up before
5 a.m. for morning prayer and Mass.
They also say prayers with the shelter
residents, spend 30 minutes of spiritual
reading, dedicate one hour to eucharistic
adoration and conclude with the Liturgy
of the Hour’s evening and night prayer.
The sisters work and pray in the shelter that is one of 760 houses run by the
order’s 5,100 nuns across the world. The
future is unknown, but the Denver sisters
are content with surrendering to wherever God sends them.
“We are happy. I am happy,” Sister
Damascene said.

MAY 1989

JAN. 1990

JUNE 2005

JAN. 2015

Mother Teresa announces during a
prayer rally at McNichols Arena that
she will send her sisters to Colorado.

The Missionaries of Charity move into
the Seton House downtown and care
for men dying from complications of
AIDS. Denver Catholic File Photo by James Baca

The Gift of Mary Shelter is opened
and the nuns move from the Seton
House to St. Joseph Church to care
for homeless women. Denver Catholic File Photo

Archbishop Samuel Aquila celebrates
Mass with the sisters marking the order’s 25 years of missionary service to
the poorest of the poor in the Denver
area. Photo by Andrew Wright/Denver Catholic

Denver Catholic File Photo by James Baca

by James Baca
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JOIN US FOR THE FOURTH ANNUAL

Patrick Lencioni

MARDI GRAS

Patrick is the founder of The
Table Group and co-founder of
The Amazing Parish movement.
He is the author of 10 books which
have sold over 4 million copies and
been translated into more than 25
languages. The Wall Street Journal
called Pat one of the most sought
after business speakers in America;
he has addressed millions of people
at conferences and events around
the world over the past 15 years.

Augustine Institute

TM

PRAYER BREAKFAST
February 17, 2015
Inverness Hotel & Conference Center
200 Inverness Drive West • Englewood, CO
Chandra Starr’s Million Penny Project was featured on “NBC News” last April
when she was interviewed by correspondent Ann Curry, top; Starr with her
mother Kimberly Starr Walker, bottom left; Starr being ﬁlmed by an NBC
cameraman as she prepares food at the Extended Table soup kitchen in
Glenwood Springs, bottom right. Photos provided

«1

her mother works as produce
manager at Vitamin Cottage.
They maintain three gardens for
their own produce, as well as to supplement meals they make for the Extended
Table soup kitchen each month.
The nearly two million pennies raised
for Growing Food Forward were
collected in jars Starr placed at
businesses throughout the area, as
well as a GoFundMe crowdfunding
account. When she was about half-way
to her goal, Starr received national
exposure when featured on “NBC News”
with Ann Curry. After that, she quickly
exceeded her goal. The money raised
allowed for 92 gardens to be built, that
generated more than 2,000 pounds of
produce that was donated.
“I hope the gardens we’ve started
will continue, and that they’ll continue to donate (the produce),” Starr
said. “Because it does make a big
difference.”
“It’s just all part of who she is,”
Walker said of her daughter’s generosity. “Giving and
loving.”
Last month she was
included on Scholastic News’

list of “8 Coolest Kids We Met in 2014,”
a roundup of inspiring, courageous
and innovative kids featured in the
organization’s magazines during
the year. She was also honored by
Catholic Charities Western Slope last
November as the youngest recipient
ever of the Msgr. Dentici Friends of
Charity Award for outstanding volunteer service; and was recognized by
the National Association of Nutrition
Professionals for “changing the health
of a nation.”
“I’m so very proud of her,” Walker
said. “This all started with one little idea
and has just exploded.”
The school is proud of her too.
“She’s the most humble, sweet,
kind child you’ll ever meet,” said
Glenda Oliver, principal. “She’s a
beautiful spirit and they are a beautiful little family. We are happy they’ve
been part of our family the last
three years.”
Starr’s next project is in the
works, but details are “secret at
this point” she said. Several
students from St. Stephen’s
are on-board to help once it
is announced in February.

6:30 am: Rosary followed by Mass
7:30 am: Breakfast and Keynote Speaker
Tickets and sponsorships at:
http://www.augustineinstitute.org/prayerbreakfast

Come for a day or week
Book your next event
with us

More than
just retreats…

•
•
•

Immediate Help at the Touch of a Button. Professionally monitored 24/7.
Feel Secure and Confident Living Alone
Affordable, Simple and Convenient
Colorado Owned & Operated

303-770-2227

www.goldeaglesystems.com

719-258-1600

for Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Emergency Response System
Keeping her connected - Safe at home

TM

Questions? Call Denise at: 303 • 937 • 4420

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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Around the Archdiocese
 January 31
 February 3
 February 6-8
 February 13-15
 February 18
 February 20-22

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)
Weekend Retreat (Couples)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)

Lecture: Raising
‘kingdom builders’
Longtime
missionaries
Genie
and Frank
Summers,
founders of
Family Missions
Company, will
be the next
speakers in the
Archbishop’s
Lecture Series
Feb. 21. Photo

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

PRINCIPAL POSITIONS
The Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools system is anticipating principal position openings in PK – 8 schools for the
2015-16 school year. Candidates must:

• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Roman Catholic Church.
• Have a strong commitment to the importance of Catholic school ministry in the church.
• Possess a Master’s Degree with a minimum of 20 graduate hours in supervision, curriculum, instruction, or other
related fields.
• Have a minimum of five (5) years teaching or administrative experience in Catholic schools.
• Hold a current, valid administrator’s license certificate or be able to be certified by the State of Colorado as a
principal.
If you are interested in applying for a principal position, please submit a letter of interest and resume to:

Archdiocese of Denver, Office of Catholic Schools
Attention: Superintendent Richard Thompson
1300 South Steele Street
Denver, CO 80210
A principal application packet will be mailed to you for completion and submission as part of the interview process.
To learn more visit our website at www.archden.org.

provided

BY JULIE FILBY

303-715-3123 | julie.filby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

G

enie and Frank Summers saw
themselves as up-and-comers in
Abbeville, La., in 1973. They had
the right education, lived in the right
neighborhood, and worked at the right
jobs: Frank was an attorney and Genie a
writer. Yet despite “having it all,” including a young son, they were not happy
and their 10-year marriage was headed
towards divorce.
Genie, a fallen away Catholic at the
time, decided to spend a weekend away
with a cousin who was divorced to get a
glimpse of what her future might look
like. During the weekend, Frank, raised
Catholic but then agnostic, experienced
an unexpected conversion that would
dramatically change the course of their
marriage and family life.
Just as Frank was breaking down over
the reality of the imminent divorce, a
census worker from the Catholic Church
knocked on the front door. Among other
questions, she asked: If he got involved
with the Church what would he like to
do? “Help the poor,” he responded.
Later that night, he was moved to
return to confession following a 10-year
absence, where the monsignor said: “If
you put Jesus at the center of your marriage, he will save your marriage.”
When Genie returned home, he greeted
her with a seven-page letter asking for
forgiveness. Following an overnight
session of talking and crying, she saw a
different man, she said, and heard God
say: “Genie, this is not the end of your
marriage, it’s the beginning.”
The couple renewed their vows, took
a second honeymoon and within a
year, sold everything they owned and
responded to God’s call to spend their
lives serving the poor as missionaries.
This year they will celebrate 52 years
of marriage. They have seven children,
all actively engaged in Church ministries,
and are expecting their 21st grandchild.
After more than 20 years as a missionary

family in places such as the Tonga Islands,
Mexico, Colombia and New Orleans, they
founded Family Missions Company in
1996. FMC is a lay Catholic missionary
apostolate comprised of more than 200
stateside and international missionaries, both families and individuals, who
address the spiritual and material needs
of the poor.
The Summers will share their story of
conversion from worldliness and offer
ways to “Cultivate a Missionary Spirit in
the Family” in the next installment of the
Archbishop’s Lecture Series Feb. 21. The
lecture continues the 2014-2015 series’
theme that focuses on family at the same
time the universal Church is focusing on
the family.
“Frank and I have what we call the
touchstones of our spirituality that we
have passed on to our children,” Genie
told the Denver Catholic in a phone conversation from Abbeville.
The touchstones are: personal, family
and community prayer; God’s word, the
sacraments, community and service.
“As parents (we stressed) their daily
personal relationship with Jesus Christ,”
she explained. “That included private
prayer, time with Scripture, daily family
prayer time, and seeing us in our own private prayer.”
The children were always deeply
involved in ministry, growing up in a missionary family.
“My ambition for my kids was never to
have them be superlative in academics, or
receive status in society,” she said. “Our
intention for our kids was to be kingdom
builders!”
The Summers have extensive family
life and biblical training, are master catechists commissioned by the Diocese of
Lafayette, La., and in 2005 Frank received
the bishop’s Dedicated Service Medal.
Frank holds a master of law degree, and
Genie, author of “Go! You Are Sent!” an
English degree.
Their talk will begin at 7 p.m. in Bonfils
Hall on the campus of the St. John Paul II
Center at 1300 S. Steele St. in Denver. It
is free and open to the public.
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Bulletin Board
Catholic retreat to teach
on marriage success.
Details: www.paxchristi.
org or 303-799-1036

FEBRUARY

Debate
4 Great
7 p.m.-9 p.m.,

FEATURED EVENT

Celebration of consecrated life

7 Hebrew
Experience Class

in Math 100 building
on the University of
Colorado at Boulder
campus, Broadway and
Baseline Road, $5, free
for students. Debate
on legalization of physician-assisted suicide
in U.S. Tickets: ticket
river.com/event/13744
Details: 720-564-1111

with Mary
7 Day
8:30 a.m.-11 a.m.,

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Chuch, 5612 S. Hickory
St., Littleton, free. Starts
with Mass, confession,
adoration and rosary
in honor of Our Lady
of Fatima. Held on first
Saturdays through May.
Details: 303-703-8538

Retreat
7 Marriage
9:30 a.m.-4:30

p.m., Pax Christi Church,
5761 McArthur Ranch
Road, Littleton, $150.

10:15 a.m.-12:15 a.m.,
St. Catherine of Siena
School, 4200 Federal
Blvd., Denver, $100.
St. Magdalit of the
Community of the Beatitudes will give part
three of a talk about
Hebrew culture and
tradition. Details: smag
dalit@hotmail.com or
720-301-3712

7 Night to
Remember Gala

5:30 p.m.-midnight,
Sons of Italy Hall, 5925
W. 32nd Ave., Wheat
Ridge, $40 per person.
“Hawaii - 5 Below” gala
supports Sts. Peter
and Paul School and
includes dinner, dance
and auction. Details:
303-424-0402

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Archbishop Samuel Aquila will celebrate the
World Day of Consecrated Life Feb. 8 with a
FEB 10:30 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St., in downtown Denver. St. John Paul II instituted the world day
of prayer for women and men in consecrated life and
Pope Francis declared a Year for Consecrated Life
until Feb. 2016. Photo by Daniel Petty/Denver Catholic
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Mardi Gras Gala
7 5:30
p.m., Grand

Hyatt Downtown
Denver, 1750 Welton
St., Denver, $150. Night
of dinner and dancing.
Benefits Mullen High
School. Register: www.
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mullenhigh.com or
303-761-1764

8 Annual Spaghetti
Dinner

Noon-6 p.m., Shrine of
St. Anne Chuch, 7555
Grant Place, Arvada,
ACROSS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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1	AKA Paul

1

2

3

14	 “_ _ _ time…”
15	Water holes
16	Redemptorist community (abbr.)
17	960, to Nero
18	Battery
terminal
19	Assess
20	“Norma
_ _ _”
21	Ship’s company
22	St. _ _ _
Bertrand
23	Made possible

23

33

43

28	David or
Saul, for
example

60

61

62

63

64

65

10	Meal for
Ezekiel?

45	Symbol of
Confirmation

59	Showing unusual talent

3	Bread of the
Passover

11	Biblical twin

60	Respiratory
organ of fish

4	Brine-cured
salmon

61	Golf clubs

5	Alert

62	Musher’s
carrier

6	The first
electric
motor was
made by a
monk of this
order

C

O

T

Y

S

U

N

E

S

E

Q

35	Sheet music
detail
36	Tool of trade
for Peter
and Andrew

47	Australia’s
first Catholic prime
minister

37	Confined

51	Theme

P

S

G

B

C

L

C

I

X

T

C

E

T

X

KEEP HOLY
KILL
MOTHER
NAME
NEIGHBORS

ONE GOD
SABBATH
STEAL
VAIN
WITNESS

38	Inventory
39	From a
distance
40	Malt beverage

46	 Notre _ _ _

54	“…and there
was no man
to _ _ _ the
ground”
(Gen 2:5)

41	Biblical food

55	Serpent’s
tail?

42	Trap

56	Thick slice

63	Part
64	Curt
65	Like Spot
and Puff

DOWN
1	First word
in the name
of Parisian
basilica

7	Sudden
misfortune
8	_ _ _ Testament
9	Literary
monogram

34	Father of
Joseph (Lk
3:23)

39	West Indian
tree

2	Hindu principle of life

R

33	Vacation
sites

38	Slender

57	Warm-water
mackerel

B

S

59

43	Secondary
occupations

L

N

50

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

R

Y

49

57

Z

R

30	What an ex
cathedra
statement is

55

58

29	Jostle

31	Rip

48

56

I

33	Bundle

32

32	Raison
d’_ _ _

54

53

25	NT epistle
27	Avian migration form

31

45
47

25	Solemn
marches on
certain feast
days
26	What you
should
do when
the herald
angels sing

42

44

52

13

39

46
51

12

36

41

40

11

30

38

37

29, Lanteri Center for
Ignatian Spirituality,
416 22nd St., Denver,
donations accepted.
Six-week Lenten retreat
includes daily Scripture
meditations and weekly
spiritual direction. Initial
group meeting 1 p.m.
Feb. 15 at the Lanteri
Center. RSVP before
Feb. 15: 303-298-1498 or
lantericenter@aol.com

26

29

35
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28

34
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T

25

24
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L
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Retreat
15 Armchair
Through March

22

27

G

U

9

21

20

O

D

8

19

O

A

7

18

D

C

6

17

S

S

5

10	Do an usher’s job

Y

N

4

16

P

A

Through Feb. 15, Abbey
of St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale, donation
accepted. Discernment
retreat for women ages
16-35 includes learning about monastic
life, praying the Divine
Office, and participate in
the daily work of sisters.
Details: 970-472-0612
or walburgavocations@
gmail.com

15

B

R

13 Vocational
Discernment

14

L

U

7 p.m., Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church,
11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn, $15. North
Metro Catholic singles
is hosting the dance.
Includes dance lesson
and food. No jeans.
Details: 303-457-8289

5	Top monk

V

ADULTERY
COVET
FATHER
GOODS
HONOR

14 St. Valentine’s Day
Dance

p.m., basement of St.
Dominic Parish, 3005
W. 29th Ave., Denver,
free. Inquiry is a night
for questions and discussion to explore the
Catholic faith. Details:
303-455-3613 or info@
stdominicdenver.org

I

N

of Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., Denver, $35.
Dinner and dancing.
Details: 720-345-8118

Inquiry
11 7Faith
p.m.-8:30

M

O

Dance
14 Sweetheart
5:30 p.m., Knights

$7.50 for adults and $3
for children 9 years old
and younger. Details:
303-420-1280

12	 _ _ _ Spumanti
13	Very, in
Versailles
21	Musical staff
sign

41	Nordic Saint
42	It is immortal
44	Fit to be
eaten
48	Shut
49	Bay
50	Of necessity
51	Title for
a priest
(abbr.)

22	Told an
untruth

52	Medley

24	“They shall
_ _ _ their
swords into
plowshares…”
(Isa 2:4)

54	Norse god
of thunder

53	Lofty

57	Intelligence
58	_ _ _ you
crazy?
59	Bane of
Cleopatra
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Shout Outs

Classifieds

Catholic Radio from the Springs to Wyoming

TRAVEL

Expressions of
solidarity; an
Endow salute

11 days includes Machu Picchu, Lima,
Cusco and Lake Titicaca - $3,949 pp incl.
all intra-tour air and round-trip air
from Denver - October 15-25, 2015.
Call Dick at 303-794-5459 or
email danddsaz@yahoo.com.

Denver Catholics may have noticed that
there’s a new Catholic radio station in
town. EWTN affiliate KRCN 1060 AM
began broadcasting Jan. 1, with its daytime reach stretching from Colorado
Springs to Wyoming. The 50,000-watt
station located in Longmont is part
of the Catholic Radio Network, and it
replaces the network’s previous Northern Colorado affiliate, KPIO 1570
AM. It’s the same great content, just a
different channel. Catholic radio is a
powerful tool for the New Evangelization. Use with care.
Catholic Relief Services sent a thank
you note to all of you (addressed to
the Archdiocese of Denver) for your
generosity in giving to two parish-based
collections in 2014. The collection for
aiding those affected by the armed conflict in the Middle East last summer
totaled $109,644.43, and the collection
for Typhoon Haiyan was $32,759.33.
Your money went to a very noble cause,
that of aiding our brothers and sisters
in need—a beautiful demonstration of
solidarity.
After three months of dedicated work,
a group of fourth and fifth-graders in
Annunciation School’s after-school
program are now published authors.
The team of budding writers published
a book of stories they collected from
school parents who grew up in South
Sudan, then showcased their talents by
handwriting and illustrating each page.
Teachers raised $2,500 to allow the
students to print 300 copies, now for
sale for $15 each, in English, Spanish or
Arabic. Get your copy at the school, hot
off the presses!
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KNIGHTS AND FRIENDS ARE
GOING TO PERU IN OCTOBER!!

PRAYERS

Catholic kids impress

During the last days of January, Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper joined
the festivities surrounding National Catholic Schools Week and issued an
honorary proclamation for the statewide celebration of our schools and the
contribution they make to this great state. Students, staff and parents from Ave
Maria Catholic School in Parker were on hand Wednesday at the State Capitol as
legislators read the governor’s proclamation. They also sang songs for the legislators and stuck around for a little bit to mingle with the lawmakers. As you can
see, they made a great impression. Photo by Andrew Wright/Denver Catholic

Endow (Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Woman) will salute retired
colonel Diana Ruzicka at their Feb. 7
gala, bestowing on her the Julia Greeley
Award for her dedication to the women’s ministry and 25 years of service
in the Army Nurse Corps. The military-career nurse and Catholic wife and
mother introduced Endow study groups
to the Archdiocese for the Military Services while stationed at Fort Carson,
Colo. After retiring, Diana didn’t stop
promoting Endow—she went on to facilitate 18 more study groups. Through it
all, she touched the lives of countless
women and their families. We salute
you, Colonel Ruzicka!

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
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7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos
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SUNDAY, FEB. 15

AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, FEB. 1

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

SUNDAY, FEB. 8

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Bernie Schmitz

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - O, Holy St.
Jude, Apostle and Martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracles, near kinsman of
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need. To you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart & humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to come
to my assistance. Help me in my present
and urgent petition. In return I promise to
make your name known & cause you to be
invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys &
3 Glories for 9 consecutive days. Thank you
for prayers answered. - K.M.

ATTORNEY
LAWYER
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CAR DONATION
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT
DE PAUL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup. Helps
those in need. Call 800-322-8284 or
visit www.svdpusacars.com

CARETAKERS
CARETAKER/CNA
Thanks to the Littleton-based JDO
Foundation, hundreds of students now
have the chance to enhance their Catholic education with the addition of an
iPad. Last week the foundation—started
by former 25-year teacher Judy O’Connell Coon as a tribute to her father
Richard K. O’Connell, a lifelong supporter of education—donated 540 iPads
to three schools: St. Rose of Lima
Academy, Assumption and Guardian
Angels. Photo provided
Did we miss a Shout Out? Do you want
to send a Shout Out to someone who
has done something worth Shouting
Out? If you do, send an email to
DenverCatholic@archden.org. It would
be nice if you put “Shout Out” in the
subject line, but we’ll get it either way.

Experienced CNA caring for elderly clients
in-home. Flexible days and hours, part
time or full time. References available.
Call 303-758-1716.

NEED HELP?
Post your job announcement
in the Denver Catholic
Help Wanted section!
CALL
303-715-3212
EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org
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303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

CATERING
ROSSI’S CATERING SERVICE
Since May 1958, catering all of your needs..
All receptions from our commissary to
your location. Memorial receptions. Call
Bill/Roxanne 303-296-1144, 303-249-2781

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

Events & Announcements |

ALL DENTURE DENTAL CLINIC

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

ROOFING

HOME FOR SALE

HELP WANTED, cont’d

SILVER CROSS

THERAPIST - for Regina Caeli Clinic

The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS

CHERRY KNOLLS COMMUNITY

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - $79 for complete

In Centennial-4 bdrm, 4 bath, 4313 sf, 3 car
garage, beautifully renovated - $619,000.
Excellent schools! Call Michelle at 303-3328633 for further info/appt. MLS #2815717.

in Littleton. Responsible for providing
professional counseling, clinical assessment /problem identification, treatment
planning, case management, crisis intervention to adults, adolescents & children,
couples & families according to program
standards/procedures, consistent w/Catholic teachings. 4+ yrs exp & MS in related
field. Apply to: hr@ccdenver.org EEO/AA.

service & safety check. 15% discount
oﬀ service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour service. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church
for 40 yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO
970-482-7520

HOME HEALTHCARE

PAINTING
PAINTING OR WINDOWS
$500 OFF - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

Providing high quality in-home health
care services since 1997. 4 hr. to 24 hr.
care available. Aﬀordable rates.
303-487-6494

PLUMBING
DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

Having a denture problem?
Immediate service on REPAIRS &
RELINES. 303-778-7707
1-800-NEWDENTURE
www.dentureguru.com

HOUSE CLEANING

ELECTRICAL

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

REMODELING

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING

M D K REMODELING

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

Classifieds

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

CHRISTIAN CARE SERVICES

DENTIST

Service Directory |

JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable, friendly and aﬀordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY; LET US DO THE WORK. Lic/
Bond/Ins. 720-227-5564

INSURANCE
ELKHORN INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto - Home - Business
303-355-4676 (303-ELK-HORN)
Fred@elkhornagency.com
www.elkhornagency.com

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 oﬀ.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

TAX SERVICES
ADVOCATE TAX WORLDWIDE LLC
See ad at bottom of this page

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TREE SERVICE

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

CALL FOR WINTER DISCOUNTS!
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing and
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - for Catholic
Charities in Denver. Responsible for
developing and leading housing services,
staﬀ and resources to achieve goals and
represents Catholic Charities and Archdiocese Housing Inc. Provides overall direction
for housing activities, including identifying
new opportunities, project feasibility,
partnerships for development. MA/MS.
Real Estate License strongly preferred.
Apply to: hr@ccdenver.org EEO/AA.

CEMETERY FOR SALE
OLINGER CHAPEL HILLS
In Centennial - Four adjoining
adult interment lots in The Garden
of Devotion, Sect. 5, Lot 213-A.
Current retail value-$3,995 ea.
Call 303-503-5982 eves/wknds

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY
One grave available in Sect. 27, Block 2,
Lot 23, Grave 5A. Current retail value $3,500; price negotiable. Call Kathy at
775-752-3044.

LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER
Mary’s Maternity of Motherhood Home
seeks a live-in housemother with a calling
for Pro-Life Ministry. Oversee daily
activities & provide spiritual witness for
the pregnant mothers. Call Lynn at
303-477-2820.

Engaged couples
Retreat

with Msgr. Ken Leone
For more information, please visit
www.engagedcouplesretreat.com
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

20% oﬀ painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

ESTATE OF PATSY JEAN PAUL, DECEASED
Case Number 2014PR31607
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to the
Personal Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before May 17, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

68 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

Have you ever experienced a company
that cares about your future?

One call to 720-372-4TAX and you will
experience how different personal service can be!
Tax@AdvocateTaxWW.com

CAREGIVERS

Holy Family Church Hall, Denver
April 24th and 25th, 2015

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC

HANDYMAN

HELP WANTED

• Taxes
• Tax Resolution
• Bookkeeping

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

Personal Representative: Tara Jo Teigen-Wallner
c/o Kevin P. McAtee, Esq.
Campbell Killin Brittan & Ray LLC
270 St. Paul Street, Suite 200, Denver, Colorado 80206
Publish: Denver Catholic
January 17, January 24, January 31, 2015

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF BRADLEY WILLIAM HUBBELL, DECEASED
Case Number 2014PR31521
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to the
Personal Representative or to Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before May 17, 2015 or the claims may be forever barred.

Personal Representative: Makala B. Hubbell
c/o Kevin P. McAtee, Esq.
Campbell Killin Brittan & Ray LLC
270 St. Paul Street, Suite 200, Denver, Colorado 80206
Publish: Denver Catholic
January 17, January 24, January 31, 2015
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Perspectives

Nonsense on ‘Sixty Minutes’

“

Sixty Minutes,” the CBS News
“magazine” that helped redefine
television journalism, prides itself
on challenging conventional wisdom,
discomfiting
the comGEORGE fortable,
WEIGEL kicking
shibboleths
in the shins,
and opening
The Catholic Difference
new arguGeorge Weigel is a
ments. No
distinguished senior fellow of
such chalthe Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.
lenge, alas,
was evident
in the program’s recent segment on
Pope Francis, which aired last Dec. 28.
One of the principal interviewees
in that piece was Robert Mickens,
formerly of the London-based Tablet
and currently of the National Catholic
Reporter. Here’s a part of what Mickens
had to say about the “Francis Effect:”
“What he has done is he’s opened up
discussion in the Church. There had
been no discussion on issues like birth
control, about premarital sex, about
divorced and remarried Catholics. None
whatsoever. There’s been no discussion
for the last probably 35 years on that …”
Now, truth to tell, that’s been a longstanding (and endlessly repeated)
complaint on the port side of the Catholic Church. The question is whether
it’s true. “Sixty Minutes” correspondent
Scott Pelley gave Mickens a pass, as if
the truth of Mickens’ assertion were
self-evident. But if there’s anything
self-evident about Mickens’ claim, it’s
that it’s self-evidently not true.
For far longer than 35 years, there
has been intense “discussion” in the

Catholic Church on the issues Mickens
cited. Moreover, intense dissent from
Catholic teaching on these questions
has been central to that discussion:
dissent in virtually every theology
department in every prestigious
Catholic university in North America
and western Europe; in professional
theological societies and Catholic publications; in certain episcopates. What
Robert Mickens and similarly-situated
Catholics are really complaining about
when they say there’s been “no discussion” on these issues is that they’ve
lost the argument: they don’t like the
fact that the teaching authority of the
Church has declined to repeal Catholic
settled moral understandings about the
morally appropriate means of family
planning, the nature of human love, and
the indissolubility of marriage by taking
the counsel of those who have different
(and defective) ideas on those matters.
Constant harping on all this by the
self-identified “progressive” wing of
the Catholic Church strikes me as a
tacit confession of intellectual impoverishment. Pope Francis is trying to
put serious questions on the Church’s
agenda: How does the Church more
effectively proclaim the “yes” that
underwrites the “no” Catholicism must
say on occasion? How does the Church
teach the truth about marriage and the
family in a culture which imagines that
everything in the human condition can
be changed by human willfulness? How
does the Church offer those wounded
by the sexual revolution the medicine
of the divine mercy, so that those healed
by mercy can come to know the truth
about love? How can the Church call the
men and women of the developed world

beyond a “throwaway
culture” that disrespects
and devalues vulnerable
human life, whether that
life is unborn, poor, unemployed, handicapped, elderly
or otherwise “other”? How does
Catholicism reclaim its essentially
evangelical character, so that it’s once
again a “Church in permanent mission,”
as the pope often puts it?
Those are Francis’ issues and those
are the questions at the center of this
pontificate. Yet those are the issues
and questions that often go unexplored when Catholic “progressives”
scratch those 60s itches again and again
and again. How does such scratching
advance the missionary and pastoral
agenda the pope laid out in Evangelii
Gaudium?
“Sixty Minutes” would have had a
much livelier program if Scott Pelley
had questioned Robert Mickens’ claim
that there’s been “no discussion” of
contraception, divorce and premarital sex in the Catholic Church for 35
years. He could easily have done so by
showing Mr. Mickens the fare regularly on tap in the newspaper for which

A viral graﬃti drawing in Rome
last year depicts Pope Francis as
a cartoon superhero. According to
George Weigel, viewers of a Dec. 28
segment of “Sixty Minutes” were left
with “a cartoon pope and a cartoon
Church.” Photo by Lauren Cater/CNA

Mickens writes. But that didn’t happen:
the shibboleth stood, and a potentially
fascinating discussion of how Catholic
progressives are responding to Pope
Francis’ most urgent challenges to the
Church was stillborn.
And viewers were left, at the end of
the day, with a cartoon pope and a cartoon Church: not exactly the kind of
groundbreaking journalism of which
“Sixty Minutes” boasts.

LETTERS

People deserve
better than doctorprescribed suicide
The recently proposed
bill to allow physician-assisted suicide is the next
element of social engineering which will lead
us to “a more perfect
world—a world without
suffering, where everyone has enough delicious
food to each, a warm safe
place to lay their heads
every night, friends to
talk with and work to give
meaning to life.” Right?
Wrong. To believe that it
is a worthy cause to end
a life early because it has

suffering in it, would be
to believe most people in
the world don’t deserve
or have the dignity to be
supported through their
suffering at any stage of
life until their natural
death! Now it is “terminal illness.” Tomorrow it
will be “terminal birth.”
When is it right to expect
early, arranged death?
Let’s work on reducing
suffering in life, and
allow everyone to die
with the peace and the
knowledge that we are
loved and wanted by all of
humanity.
THERESA A. SCHOLZ, M.D.
Arvada

Feedback on new
Denver Catholic
Thank
you for
a more
30
readable,
HOURS
and more
inviting
newspaper.
In the past, some stories
seemed difficult to read,
so I didn’t read them. I
think that the reformat
helps the archdiocese to
better fulfill its mission to
spread the word of God.
Thank you.
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Trevor and Hayley Lamoureux believed what ever time
they had with their daughter would be a blessing

BY JULIE FILBY

W

303-715-3123
julie.ﬁlby@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DenCathJulie

hen doctors told Hayley and
Trevor Lamoureux halfway
through their pregnancy
their baby had a life-threatening kidney

disease, they asked: “What if?”
What if their daughter beat the odds?
What if she were born healthy enough to
survive? What if they could hold her, just
for a few minutes?
“I don’t know what her life will be like.
You might get an hour, you might get 10,”
Hayley recalled the doctor telling them.
“But I can’t say that one hour won’t be the

greatest hour of your life.”
“We went in there knowing what ever
time we got, it would be a blessing,” she
added.
They were blessed with 30 hours.
Thirty hours after their daughter Veyda
Faith entered the world, she died in their
arms. And those 30 hours have changed
their lives.

“Our hearts are 10 times bigger than
they were before,” Hayley told the Denver
Catholic Jan. 9 at the couple’s lower
downtown apartment.
TRUSTING GOD’S PLAN

The winding road of Veyda’s journey
began last August when Hayley,
27, went for a routine 20-week » 4

Renamed,
redesigned
Let us know what you think.
#DenverCatholic
DenverCatholic@archden.org

TOM ASPINWALL
Parker

The one glaring negative feature that stood
out is the excess of white
space on most of the
pages. I also noticed other
areas had some shrunken
print (the crossword
being annoyingly tiny).
Article content was
well-done. Too bad there
wasn’t more.
ANNA-MARIE BERGER
Boulder

I enjoyed reading the
issue of Denver Catholic
which recently reached
my family’s mailbox.
Kudos on trying a fresh
approach, although you
will no doubt hear grumbling from some readers

who had become used
to the Register and its
offerings, on balance I
believe the publication
has taken a step up. In my
view, a small but appreciated improvement is the
reduction/elimination
of carryover articles/columns. How refreshing to
be able to begin and end
a single piece on a single
page! In our short-attention-span age, why give
readers an excuse not to
finish reading the closing
thoughts of the archbishop, Mr. Weigel, et al.?
MATT RITA
Denver

Send letters to
DenverCatholic@
archden.org, via www.
DenverCatholic.org, or
mail to Denver Catholic
Letters, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, CO 80210.
Please include full name,
city and phone number.
Letters may be edited.
Opinions are those of
the author and not the
Archdiocese of Denver.
CORRECTION
A 10-year educator at
Shrine of St. Ann School
was incorrectly identified
in an advertisement in
the Jan. 24-30 issue of
Denver Catholic. The correct name is Tara Murphy.
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Sanctify your memory

W

hat would it be like to suffer
a “massive amnesia?” The
question is troubling, but it
is one that the encyclical Lumen Fidei
invites us to ask. There Pope Francis
and his co-author Benedict XVI alert us
that the “question of truth”—the great
question of our day—is a “question of
memory,” even of “deep memory.”
Every Christian knows instinctually how crucial the memory is to the
spiritual life. In the first place, there is
our memory of the saving deeds and
sufferings of Jesus Christ: his passion,
death, resurrection and ascension.
These events define our sense of space
and of time. The holy city of Jerusalem
is the center of the world’s attention,
the altar the focal point of our churches,
and the crucifix the symbol that makes
a Catholic house a home. The rhythm of
our weeks and years is also built upon
our memory of Christ, with each Sunday
marking the Lord’s resurrection, and the
cycle of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter
and Pentecost marking the seasons of
our year. Without our “deep memory” of

Christ, we would be lost in the cosmos.
It is astonishing to think that it was
over two centuries ago that the French
Revolution tried to do away with Sunday

CHRISTOPHER O.
BLUM, PH.D.
Guest Column
Christopher Blum is academic dean of the
Augustine Institute in Greenwood Village,
www.augustineinstitute.org.

by instituting a 10-day week. We associate such iconoclastic secularism with
our own age’s relentless opposition to
the lowly manger scene and the humble
Holy Family. Yet we must not be surprised by cultural forces that would like
to see us forget Christ and the saints.
Christ himself mourned that his people
had forgotten the words of Moses and of
the prophets, and the psalms again and
again portray a grateful memory of God’s
saving deeds as the soul of piety.

God is Truth, but we know him
through his deeds, and so hold upon
truth depends upon our “deep memory”
of how the Father’s love for us was
“manifested” by Jesus Christ (1 Jn
4:9). Yet, as Benedict XVI liked to say,
we meet Christ in the Church, for the
Church gives us the Scriptures and the
sacraments in which we encounter
Christ. And so, as we prepare for the
season of Lent and consider ways we
might come to know Christ better, one
practice that we may wish to consider is
reading the lives of the saints.
Why the saints? The answer is simple.
If we want to know what a football
team is, we know where to look: not to
unsportsmanlike and self-absorbed
players, but to those who consistently
put the team first and value their own
personal achievements less than they
prize the team’s victory. It is the same
way with the Church. A dreary litany of
sinners and scandals in the end tells us
nothing about the Church other than
that she is made up of fallen human
beings. The same sins and scandals can

be found the world over. Holiness is
what sets the Church apart, and holiness we find in the saints.
An effective way to heal the massive
amnesia from which we suffer today and
to draw a little closer to Christ is by learning about his friends the saints. A good
place to start are the Wednesday General
Audience addresses given by Benedict
XVI between 2006 and 2011. They are
all available from the Vatican website.
Some of my favorites are Christ and the
Church, St. Therese of Lisieux and St.
Francis de Sales, but with 12 dozen from
which to choose, there are paths to the
sanctification of memory for each of us.
BOOK
Christopher O. Blum
is co-author with
Christopher Shannon of “The Past as
Pilgrimage: Narrative, Tradition & the
Renewal of Catholic
History” | Christendom Press, 2014

The forgotten victims of capital punishment

F

or decades the Catholic Church
has called for the abolition of
the death penalty. Despite the
Church’s position, various polls still
show U.S. Catholics split 50/50 on
whether
the death
JAMES
penalty is
CASTLE morally
acceptable.
The U.S.
Guest Column
Supreme
Court has
James Castle, a criminal
ruled that
defense attorney in Colorado,
received the St. Thomas More
jurors who
Award from the Catholic
would not
Lawyer’s Guild this month.
vote for a
death sentence because of their beliefs
are excluded from jury service in capital
cases. As a result, half of all U.S. Catholics are ineligible to serve on capital
juries.
I am an attorney and for the vast
majority of the last 28 years I have been
called upon to represent men facing
the death penalty. It is my hope that
by sharing my experiences it provokes
thought in Catholics who still believe in
the death penalty and might someday
be called upon to sit as a capital juror or
vote on abolition.
In capital cases, the overwhelming
emotion that is felt by all is the suffering
of the victims. The anguish, the loss, the
enduring sadness and the deep, deep
pain these good people suffer is palpable

and ever so real. In my experience,
in every capital case each defendant
either endured unspeakable neglect as a
child, was a victim of physical or sexual
assault, had brain injuries or abnormalities, or suffered from a toxic mix
of untreated mental health disorders.
Absolutely all of them could have led
productive lives if family or society had
stepped in and sufficiently helped them.
Despite the horrible crimes they committed, all of these capital defendants
also had good qualities and you could
find in each one of them their humanity
and the opportunity for redemption. As
a capital defense attorney there are very
few rewards but having the opportunity
to see the light of God and humanity in
those that are called “the worst of the
worst” is a wonderful experience.
It is this portrayal of the contrast in
suffering, that of the defendant and
that of his victims, which plays out in
the courtroom and from which jurors
form their ultimate opinions on capital
punishment. But there are several other
groups who suffer from capital punishment that you never hear about.
There are the family members of
defendants who have done nothing
wrong but who are indirectly sentenced
to years of agony waiting to find out
when their loved one will be put to
death. It is torturous and cruel to ask a
parent or any person to wait and plan
for the day when the state puts their

Lethal injection room at San Quentin
State Prison. Photo courtesy of California Department of
Corrections/Wikimedia Commons

child or loved one to death. There are
the school teachers, coaches and neighbors who knew the defendant before he
did anything wrong and who are pained
by the death penalty drama, the goal of
which is to end the life of someone they
fondly remember.
I have seen judges and their staff literally age decades because of the great
weight and responsibility placed on
them to preside over capital cases. I
have seen prosecutors, defense attorneys, investigators and staff suffer
significant medical and psychological
injuries and seen marriages crumble
as a result of the stress of the capital
punishment process. Years and years
shaved off lives of people who were

called upon to play a role in the death
penalty process.
Jurors also suffer. After a death
verdict many jurors have nightmares,
experience regret and have deep sorrow
for what they were asked to do and all
are indelibly changed forever.
Some victims of the crimes for
which a death sentence is sought also
later suffer when a death sentence is
executed. Some may think this is a
small minority but the national group,
Murder Victims Family for Reconciliation, which opposes the death penalty,
has thrived for more than 35 years and
has members throughout the country.
The rest of the citizens also suffer
due to millions being spent pursuing
the death penalty which could be used
for worthy causes which can actually
reduce violent crime such as mental
health screening and treatment or providing assistance to families in crisis.
Since the death penalty was renewed
in 1976, Colorado has spent millions
and has executed one person. Any other
state program that had a single result in
39 years at such a cost would be quickly
scuttled by a bipartisan legislative
initiative. Why is the death penalty an
exception to fiscal sanity? Hopefully
these are additional matters that all
Catholics will think about if they are
called upon to cast a vote on capital
punishment either on a ballot or a verdict form.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237
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