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ARCHBISHOP ’ S COLU MN

Inside God’s covert
rescue operation
BY ARCHBISHOP
SAMUEL J. AQUILA

I

n the last edition of the Denver
Catholic magazine, I began a
three-part series on our story as
Catholic Christians, the story of our
identity and what we are called to
do. With this Lenten issue I will focus
on how God chose to rescue us. Our
story picks up after Adam and Eve’s
fall from grace.
Satan knew the power and glory
of God. He saw that men and women
were destined to receive a share of
that glory and he rebelled. So, aware
of God’s power, the devil waited to
see how he would respond to the
fall of Adam and Eve, looking for an
impressive rescue plan. Instead, God
launched a secret counter assault. He
came as a humble and defenseless
child, born in a stable, in poverty, to
the little-known Mary and Joseph.
It might seem like a stretch to talk
about Jesus’ life and death in terms
of waging battle, but this was not
a strange idea for the early Church
Fathers. Today we think of Jesus’
death on the cross as him showing us the love of the Father or as
making atonement for our sins, but
in the first centuries of the Church,
Jesus’ mission was described as him
going to war to save us.
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St. Ephrem the Syrian described it
in this way:
“Death had its own way when Our
Lord went out from Jerusalem carrying his cross;
but when, by a loud
cry from that cross,
he summoned the
dead from the underworld, death was powerless to prevent it.
Death slew him by
means of the body which
he had assumed, but that same
body proved to be the weapon with
which he conquered death. Concealed beneath the cloak of his manhood, his godhead engaged death
in combat; but in slaying Our Lord,
death itself was slain. It was able to
kill natural life but was itself killed
by the life that is above the nature of
man.”
St. Maximus the Confessor
observed:
“Just as the devil had poisoned
the tree of knowledge and
spoiled our nature by its
taste, so too, in presuming to devour the
Lord’s flesh he himself is corrupted and
is completely destroyed
by the power of the Godhead hidden in it.”

But what changes for us because
Jesus conquered death? What does
this mean for our story? His victory
means that we have been rescued from
the kingdom of darkness, and that
Heaven is possible for us to enter. It
means that death’s eternal grip on us
has been broken and that we will rise
again to new life. And it means that we
can, with the power of his grace, break
free from the enslavement of sin.
The reality of Jesus’ victory can
seem hard to grasp, but the visions of
numerous saints who experienced the
internal anguish and utter isolation
of hell bring it into sharper focus. In
addition to these depictions, modern
clinical research into near death
experiences helps fill in the picture.
One study quotes a man who was
severely beaten and who recalled
how he “suddenly was surrounded by
total blackness, floating in nothing
but black space, with no up, no down,
left, or right…. What seemed like an
eternity went by. I fully lived it in this
misery. I was only allowed to think
and reflect” (Distressing Near Death
Experiences: The Basics, Missouri Medicine Journal, Nov.-Dec. 2014).
Jesus’ victory over death means
that rather than being abandoned,
you have been rescued. It means YOU
matter, that you are loved and worth
Jesus’ sacrifice and that he has given
you a mission. His mission for us is to
MARCH 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Thank you to all of those who
read Our Apostolic Moment, my
Lenten pastoral note (archden.
org/our-apostolic-moment) and
participated in the three invitations
this Lent. To help us continue to
journey with Jesus Christ through
these challenging and blessed
times, I will be releasing a digital
resource that all can use to
encounter Christ and pray their way
through the Easter season. Visit
denvercatholic.org/subscribe
now so you don’t miss it!

build the Kingdom of God on earth and to take it
back from the evil one, relying on God’s love, power
and grace that he wants to pour out on us.
In the May edition of the Denver Catholic, we
will look more deeply at what our response to
God’s love requires of us in return. In other words,
how are we called by grace and the Holy Spirit to
build and grow the Kingdom of God.

Save up to $500
per month for
the rest of your life .
*

For more information, call our
trusted advisors today at
720.909.3814.

His victory means that
we have been rescued
from the kingdom of
darkness, and that
heaven is possible
for us to enter.”

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado

HomeIsHere.org
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SALVATION HISTORY

From
Paradise then to
Paradise now
BY DANIEL CAMPBELL
Director of the St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary Lay Division
sjvlaydivision.org

W

hile not all may know about the
story of the Fall of Man, and while
not all may understand the story of
the Fall of Man, all can nonetheless tell as well
as the man next to him that something isn’t
quite right with the world. Pick up the newspaper, open up your computer, turn on your
smartphone, and it seems our world is wrought
with nothing but destruction and despair. Students at the Denver Catholic Biblical School
are often surprised as they study the Old Testament to find that it seems to be no different in
Scripture. “Shouldn’t the Bible look and sound
different from the newspaper and computer and
smartphone,” they ask? To which we answer…
certainly not, if the Bible is telling the story
of salvation history, which is the story of man
needing to be saved!
As we repeat in our Biblical School classes,
“sin begets sin.” And so we see, immediately
upon exile from Eden, that the human race
spirals out of control and into endless cycles of
chaos. Cain murders his brother Abel. Noah’s
Flood brings destruction, the Tower of Babel
sows division. The patriarch Abraham has sons,
grandsons, and great grandsons who war with
one another. The patriarch Joseph saves his
family Israel from famine, but his people end
up oppressed and enslaved in Egypt by a new
Pharoah. Moses liberates Israel from Egypt in the
Exodus with the 10 Plagues and parting of the
Red Sea, only for the apostasy of worshipping
the Golden Calf to follow. The Israelites refuse to
enter the Promised Land and instead wander the
wilderness for 40 years, during which they turn
away from God over and over again.
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ISRAEL IN EGYPT
EDWARD POYNTER, 1867
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CAIN SLAYING ABEL
PETER PAUL RUBENS, 1608-1609

THE FLOOD WITH NOAH’S ARK
JAN BRUEGHEL THE ELDER, 1601

TOWER OF BABEL
PIETER BRUEGEL THE ELDER, 1563

THE ADORATION OF THE GOLDEN CALF
NICOLAS POUSSIN, 1634
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Even when the Israelites do enter the Promised Land, they end up living no different from
the pagans before and beside them. The people
reject God as their king, which leads to the
institution of the Davidic Kingdom. But even
then, the greatest of all the kings, King David,
falls into the sin of adultery and committing
murder. The Davidic Kingdom splits into two,
the Northern Kingdom of Israel going into exile
at the hands of the Assyrians in 722 BC and the
Southern Kingdom of Judah going into exile at
the hands of the Babylonians in 586 BC, with
Jerusalem and the Temple destroyed. The Jews
return from exile, but never have it the same as
before, always living under foreign rule, eventually leading to the Maccabean revolt against
their Greek persecutors one and a half centuries
before the coming of Christ. ⊲
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Reading all of this in the Old Testament can leave one aghast at what
seems like a never-ending spiral into
depravity once sin has entered the
world (and to think…you study all this
in just the first year of the Biblical
School!). No sin remains uncommitted, either: from idolatry to child
sacrifice to religious ritualism to the
oppression of the poor to murder to
adultery, God’s people and the pagans
indulge it all.
But why is there such a shocking
descent into sin, a tide that cannot
seem to be reversed in the Old Testament? Precisely because sin is an
offense against God, which man
therefore cannot atone for. After
all, how is the creature supposed to
appease the justice of the Creator?
How is the finite ever supposed to
“balance out” the scales of justice of
the Infinite? When man commits
sin, he incurs a debt towards a God,
a debt that he cannot pay off. We
already owe God everything that we
are for his having created us. But now,
we have additionally committed,
in Adam, an offense against God by
rejecting his law, plus whatever other
personal sins we have committed.
Thus, we have rejected God’s
supernatural life within us by grace
and we are thereafter in debt to him.
It’s like the gambling addict that continues to “double down,” only to continue to lose more and more money.
For man can neither atone for his
own sin, nor the sins of others, and is
therefore left stuck in the mud with
nowhere to go but further and further
down. This is why St. Paul speaks
of the time of the Old Testament as
a time of enslavement, specifically
enslavement to Satan, sin, and death.
Hence, man needs a savior…precisely
because there is something that he
needs to be saved from!
Is there any hope in all of this in
the Old Testament, or is the story of
salvation history simply one long,
depressing tale of offenses against the
Almighty? Thankfully, this is where
the promises of salvation from God
come into the equation, promises

6

CHRIST ON THE CROSS
WITH MARY AND ST. JOHN
ROGIER VAN DER WEYDEN,
1457-1460

such as those given to the patriarch
Abraham of a worldwide blessing to
come from his lineage or the promise
to King David of an everlasting kingdom. Likewise, the prophets, famous
for “doom and gloom” preaching, but
sadly not as famous for the restoration in God that they simultaneously preach, also constantly speak of
something “new” that God promises
for his people: if his people but return
to him, then he will give them a new
heart, a new spirit, a new covenant,
new shepherds, and a new creation.
Yes, the Old Testament is filled with
wrath and bloodshed and all of the
evils that man can come up with, but
there’s also the beautiful thread of
the promise of redemption throughout. This is another thing that our

It is utterly
mysterious just
how much God
loves you, that
he’ d die for you
on the cross!”

students at the Biblical School marvel
at: not just the carnage of the Old
Testament, but the beautiful love
of God throughout, ever seeking to
restore man to his grace at the repentance of his sins.
However, to any faithful observer
during the Old Testament days, God’s
promises had yet to come to fruition
in the Old Testament and therefore
awaited their fulfillment. But one
could also rest assured knowing that
they would come to fruition, precisely
because, as St. Paul writes in his epistles, God is faithful to his promises. Of
course, redemption may not happen
when or how we would like or expect
it to, but it certainly will happen. In
fact, this is precisely why St. Paul
writes that the righteous of the Old
MARCH 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Testament are models for us, because they believed in the
promises of God without seeing them come to fruition:
“These all died in faith, not having received what was
promised, but having seen it and greeted it from afar, and
having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles
on the earth” (Heb 11:13). Furthermore, not only has God
promised the offering of salvation to man, but one could
also rest assured knowing that he had proven himself
faithful before. The Exodus, for example, became the paradigmatic event of liberation for God’s people, and as such
the prophets also continually preach of a new Exodus
to one day come: a true liberation for man from his real
enemy of Satan, sin, and death.
To any faithful observer, it would also be perceived that
this promise of a true liberation didn’t just come during
the era of the prophets or kings or patriarchs, but in fact
went all the way back to the beginning. For as we read in
Genesis 3:15, when God speaks to the ancient serpent, “I
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise his heel.” The “you” here is Satan, the “woman”
is the Blessed Virgin Mary, “your seed” is all of the evil
one’s minions, and “her seed” is Jesus Christ. And while
to bruise the heel is to inflict pain upon somebody (which
happens, of course, in the Passion of Christ), to attack the
head in ancient cultures is an authoritative and definitive
victory; attacking somebody’s head symbolizes that you

are going after their very life (hence King David cuts off
Goliath’s head).
Bring all of this together and we see that the infinite
mercy of God is astounding. God’s infinite justice demands
that man pay the price for Adam’s sin in the Garden, but
his infinite justice never acts absent his infinite mercy,
precisely because his infinite justice is his infinite mercy.
And so we see in Genesis 3:15 that in the midst of this
unspeakably heinous crime against God – one cannot ever
overstate the catastrophic nature of sin – God preaches
the Gospel of Christ crucified and the Blessed Mother to
Adam, Eve, and Satan. God, who is so infinitely just that
man is rightly punished for sin, is also so infinitely merciful that he doesn’t want to leave us languishing in sin,
doesn’t want death and sin to have the last word. Not only
that, but the way in which he will redeem us from sin: the
second Person of the Most Holy Trinity, the Word, God
himself, will actually become man and let himself be killed
in the most horrific, brutal, disgusting form of death, offering himself as a sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins for the
very people who are torturing and executing him.
It is utterly mysterious just how much God loves you,
that he’d die for you on the cross! No matter how hard
you tried, you couldn’t write a better story about mercy
than this. As we pray from the Exultet of the Easter Vigil:
“O happy fault that earned for us so great, so glorious a
Redeemer!”

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac standby generator
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

855-702-0745

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval
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*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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THE CRUCIFIXION

Jesus’ sacrifice condemns death and converts
death’s use to condemn sin in us. Every Christian
is invited to take up their cross and follow him.”

The Crucified
An emblem of
BY SCOTT ELMER
Executive Director of Evangelization
and Family Life Ministries for
the Archdiocese of Denver

T

he crucified Christ is both the
most popular and powerful
image in the Catholic Church. It
sits upon every altar where the Mass is
celebrated and hangs in a prominent
place in every parish. For a lot of Catholics, however, the crucifix can fade
into the background of the decorum
of the Church simply because we are
so used to seeing it. My former pastor
once posed a question in the middle
of a meeting. Looking at the crucifix,
he told us, “We have to consider our
reality. Is that wall holding up that
crucifix or is that crucifix holding up
that wall?” It put a lot into perspective for me. How much of my reality
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is dependent on the saving action of
Christ? Furthermore, what am I to
make of this sacrificial decision of
Jesus? How am I to respond to it?
As a younger person, when I
would meditate on the Crucifixion of Jesus, or pray the Sorrowful
Mysteries, I focused on how bad the
Crucifixion must have been and how
much Jesus suffered for us. My goal
was to increase my gratitude for
what Jesus had done on my behalf.
I actually remember the moment I
learned that Jesus wasn’t the only
person who was ever crucified and
how it was a common form of capital
punishment for the Romans. I was
conflicted because my gratitude was
based, at that time, on the idea that
Jesus’ physical suffering was unique.
Learning that so many other people
suffered the same thing pulled the rug
out from beneath my assumptions
and caused to me to press deeper into
the meaning of his Crucifixion and

death. Just like everything else I experience with God, what the Lord then
revealed to me was so much greater
than what I thought before.
There are a number of things Jesus
accomplishes through the Crucifixion
and many incredibly rich aspects to
explore. Among the most important of
these is Jesus’ obedience in approaching the Crucifixion. Jesus was not
surprised that his life and ministry
culminated in a gruesome death.
Throughout the Gospel, Jesus foretells
his death: “From that time Jesus began
to show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised” (Mt 16:21). Jesus chose
to travel to Jerusalem, he knew he
would die, and he did all of it because
his Father told him to. Certainly, it
was difficult, but he says, “Now is
my soul troubled. And what shall I
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
MARCH 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Christ:
victory
But for this purpose I have come
to this hour” (Jn 12:27).
In a certain sense, Jesus intends to
die. Remember that the same Jesus
that was beaten to exhaustion by
Roman soldiers and nailed to a cross
is also the same Jesus who regularly
escaped angry mobs by seemingly
vanishing into thin air. It was the same
Jesus who healed thousands, raised
several people from the dead, and
killed a fig tree simply by telling it to
die. Jesus is never powerless, he is never
helpless. Even on the cross, Jesus is in
control. The Scripture tells us of Jesus’
disposition as he approached his passion, “Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and was
going back to God…” (Jn 13:3). Jesus
approached his passion and death fully
knowing that the Father had placed all
things into his hands. In other words,
he was in control and he freely chose to
be obedient to his Father’s plan. ⊲
DENVER CATHOLIC | MARCH 2021
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ISENHEIM ALTARPIECE
MATTHIAS GRÜNEWALD,
16TH CENTURY

But why die? It’s a great question.
A lot of times, when people die at a
younger age, we commonly hear about
all the good they were doing in their
lives and how little sense it makes
for God to allow that good to stop. If
anyone ever had claim to that reasoning, it would be Jesus. Everything he
did was good and frankly, he did a lot
of it. But death in his lower 30s was
the path set out for him. More than
that, it was the best path. In becoming
man, Jesus united himself to every
human being (CCC 618). It’s important to note that just because he was
born, does not mean he had to die like
the rest of us. That was Adam’s curse,
but Jesus was conceived by the Holy
Spirit and not subject to Adam’s sin.
When he approaches the cross, Jesus
takes the sin of Adam and the sins of
all upon himself. St. Paul writes, “For
our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin...” (2 Cor 5:21). By his
obedience, Jesus’ suffering and death
redeems Adam’s disobedience. Adam’s
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action, which created a painful separation between man and God, is now
reconciled by Jesus’ action, which
unites man with God once more.
When Jesus died, death came
upon him, but it could not hold him
(Acts 2:24). On the cross, Jesus turns
the tables on death. Before Christ’s
life and sacrifice, the fear of death
dominated mankind and was the just
consequence of Adam and Eve’s sin.
When Jesus dies, his death is just in
one sense because he took on the sin
of the world and offered a perfect and
unrepeatable sacrifice. In another
sense, his death is unjust because he
is truly innocent and free from Adam’s
curse. So death, in a way, comes upon
Jesus unjustly, and he, in turn, changes
the use of death itself. St. Paul finishes
his statement above with the purpose
of Jesus becoming sin, “so that in him
we might become the righteousness
of God” (2 Cor 5:21). Before Jesus’
sacrifice, death condemned man;
after Jesus’ sacrifice, dying in Christ

condemns sin. Jesus’ sacrifice condemns death and converts death’s use
to condemn sin in us. Every Christian
is invited to take up their cross and
follow him (Mt 16:24-26). By the
power of his cross, we can put the
sins of the flesh to death in our hearts
because we are united to him. We are
his children, born from the power of
his obedient sacrifice. St. Paul summarizes this beautifully in his letter to
the Romans:
“So then, brothers, we are debtors,
not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh. For if you live according to
the flesh you will die, but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of
the body, you will live. For all who are
led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God. For you did not receive the spirit
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’
The Spirit himself bears witness with
our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of
MARCH 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified with
him” (Rom 8:12-17).
Jesus’ main goal in submitting himself to the
Crucifixion and ultimately to death was not to
increase our gratitude, although gratitude is a fitting response; he did it to set us free. This is a key
distinction that has implications on our disposition
whenever we see the crucifix. Do we see something
that makes us consider how much we are falling
short compared to a savior who laid everything on
the line for us, or do we see the emblem of Christ’s
victory over the greatest tyrant in the history of
the world? Does it compel us to be more “mindful”
of what Jesus has suffered on our behalf or does it
motivate us to live courageously out of the grace he
won for us? In some ways, they are two sides of the
same coin, but we cannot let the power of the cross
be relegated to the realm of historical events. The
power of the cross to condemn sin in our lives is
very much alive and active today in every believer.
Let us pray that in reflecting upon the Crucifixion,
the Lord will fill us with hope and inspire us to do
whatever he tells us that we may join our deaths
with his and live in the promise of resurrection.

WE’RE MAKING HISTORY WITH OUR EAST CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT!

We are dramatically
transforming the aged
and unsafe parking lot
used as a playground
into a state-of-the-art
outdoor learning and
recreational space.
Together let us do
something beautiful for
God and His children at
SPPS for generations to come.
Join us and leave a legacy on an engraved brick with your message
for our future Legacy Walk celebrating the rich history of SPPS!
To learn more, visit:
WWW.SPPSCATHOLIC.COM/EAST-CAMPUS-DEVELOPMENT

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
1900 California Street
303.292.1556
www.holyghostchurch.info

Triduum

HOLY THURSDAY

HOLY SATURDAY

7:00 pm
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
No Confessions

No morning Mass
(Church is locked until 7:30pm)
8pm Easter Vigil

GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER SUNDAY

April 1, 2021

April 2, 2021

12 noon
Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion &
Veneration of the Cross
Confessions following
the noon liturgy
(Seven Confessors!
Until all confessions are heard)

April 3, 2021

April 4, 2021

7:00am
8:00am
9:00am
10:00am (Latin)
11:00am
Noon
4:00pm
5:10pm
(No Confessions)
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Celebrate with us

THE PASSION &
RESURRECTION
OF OUR LORD
There’s room for you!
For Holy Week service times
and sign-ups, visit us at
stmarylittleton.org, or
call the parish office at
303.798.8506.
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THE RESU RREC TION

BY DR. R. JARED STAUDT
Director of Formation for
the Archdiocese of Denver

The goal of
Salvation:
A new
life in the
Resurrection

12
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LA RÉSURRECTION
ANDREA MANTEGNA, 1457-1459

“A

re you saved?” This is something you might hear after the
doorbell rings. “What does that even mean?” you might
wonder, as you think of what to say in response. The doorto-door evangelist would tell you that Jesus died to forgive your sins
and if you believe the truth of that statement, you will be saved. That
is an important part of salvation but by no means the full account.
To be saved is not simply to have your sins forgiven or to be given
a ticket to heaven, because God wants more for you. Jesus gives the
best explanation of salvation: “I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10).
Throughout Lent we have been journeying with Christ, taking
up our Cross each day through prayer, penance, and almsgiving. The
goal of Lent is similar to the goal of salvation: to have life. Lent arose
originally as a time of intense preparation for baptism for those catechumens preparing to enter the Church. The rest of the faithful began
joining in to prepare to renew their baptismal promises at Easter
alongside of them. Lent is a time to embrace the Cross, to set aside
our sins, so that we can enter into the life of Easter with peace and joy.
The Cross certainly marks a turning point, removing the obstacle
of sin that placed an infinite distance between us and God. The Cross
reconciles us so that, as Paul says, we become friends with God when
once we were his enemies. St. Athanasius points out, however, that
the Son of God came into the world for
the Resurrection: “For by the sacrifice of
His own body, He both put an end to the
law which was against us, and made a
new beginning of life for us, by the hope
of Resurrection which He has given us”
(On the Incarnation). In fact, the Resurrection initiates a whole new creation,
raising us up from the life of the world to
JOHN 10:10
a life in the Spirit.
The Resurrection restored life not only to Jesus’ earthly body;
it also marked the beginning of a new life for all those who believe
in him and become members of his mystical body, the Church. The
Resurrection goes beyond one moment in time, as Jesus says that he
himself is the Resurrection. To those who believe, there is no more
death, even if we still have to experience a temporary passage from
this world to the next: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and
believes in me shall never die” (Jn 11:25-26). The Resurrection should
give us confidence that death no longer has the last word. We should
not fear it, because we know that the best is yet to come!
But, what about the here and now? Jesus’ new life begins for us
even now. We walk no longer in darkness but have the light of life.
Jesus has laid out a path for us, showing what will truly give us joy
and happiness. When Jesus said that he has overcome the world,
he meant that he has given us a true freedom in him that delivers
us from the anxiety of the world. He doesn’t promise us a perfect
world, but rather union with him as we journey through it. If we put
our hope in security or pleasure in the present, we will be miserable!
The freedom of new life in Christ is knowing that we belong with
Jesus, who is now sitting at the right hand of the Father as our king.
It is knowing that our lives have meaning and purpose and that this
cannot be taken away. ⊲

I came that they may
have life, and have
it abundantly.”
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ALL SOULS CATHOLIC PARISH

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
PALM SUNDAY
Mass at 9:30am, 11am, and 5pm

HOLY THURSDAY HOLY SATURDAY
Retreat Talk with the Brothers
of St. John at 12pm
Mass of the Last Supper at 5pm
Eucharistic Vigil until 10pm in the
St. Gabriel Studio

GOOD FRIDAY

Retreat Talk with the
Brothers of St. John at 12pm
Easter Vigil at 9pm

EASTER SUNDAY

Mass at 9:30am, 11am, and 5pm

Stations of the Cross at 12pm
Commemoration of the Passion
of the Lord at 3pm
No signups are required to attend. All Masses and events are outside with heaters dispersed throughout the Shrine.
Bring a blanket or chair to sit in one of our designated boxes. For more information, visit allsoulscatholic.org.

All Souls Outdoor Shrine | 4950 S Logan Street | 303.789.0007

Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception & St. Elizabeth of Hungary
RESERVATIONS FOR MASS REQUIRED: DENVERCATHEDRAL.ORG - STELIZABETHDENVER.ORG
HOLY WEEK MASS SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday
4:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass - Cathedral
Sunday, March 28th, 2021
8:30 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, and 6:30 pm - Cathedral
9:00 am Mass - St. Elizabeth of Hungary

DONATE TO THE CATHEDRAL BASILICA

Visit denvercathedral.org
or call the Office 303-831-7010
to discuss ways to donate.

Holy Thursday
5:30 pm Cathedral ■ 7:30 pm St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Good Friday
11:00 am Confession - St. Elizabeth of Hungary
12:00 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion St. Elizabeth of Hungary
12:00 pm Stations of the Cross - Cathedral
12:00 pm - 2:45 pm Confession - Cathedral
3:00 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion - Cathedral
7:00 pm Tenebrae Service - Cathedral
Holy Saturday
1:00 pm Blessing of the Easter Foods
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Confession - Cathedral
Easter Vigil
8:00 pm St. Elizabeth of Hungary
8:30 pm Cathedral
Easter Sunday
8:30 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 6:30 pm Cathedral
9:00 am St. Elizabeth of Hungary
CONFESSION
14 SCHEDULE
11 am - Noon Monday and Wednesday - Cathedral ■ 11 am - Noon Wednesday - St. Elizabeth of Hungary

CATHEDRAL
RESTORATION
Security Cameras
$ 50,000
Clean Altars
$ 100,000
Rebuild Rectory
Roof $ 750,000

2020-21 Forecast Operating Deficit
$146,000
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
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Father Ron Cattany

The Resurrection should give us joy, knowing that Jesus
has won the victory over sin and death and has given his
own life to us. The victory is not something that happened 2,000 years ago, as it is made present to us every
Sunday, the day of the Resurrection. Jesus gives us his own
living flesh to make the Resurrection real within us. The
Eucharist makes us more than mortal: “I am the living
bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of
this bread, he will live forever” (Jn 6:50). The Eucharist
changes us from the inside out, giving us Christ’s own life
and joy and even guaranteeing that our own flesh will live
forever with him. Through the Eucharist, we can say with
Paul that “it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me” (Gal 2:20).
We know that we are celebrating Easter properly if we
experience the joy of Jesus’s gift of life to us. After dying to
ourselves during Lent, we should be ready to celebrate —
not by going back to our old ways but by living differently
with the new leaven that transforms everything that we
do. A life in the Resurrection is centered on Christ, relying on him for everything and giving him glory in all that
we do. Even if the world is falling apart around us, we are
not living for this world (even as we do our part to bail it
out!). Even if we are suffering, we should not fear, because,
through the Resurrection, there is a place for us, forever.

Just one call does it all!
BBB A+ rated for over 30 years
Same owner and operator for 30+years

CALL TODAY TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT!

303-428-8550
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THIS AD
WHEN YOU MENTION

• Basement Finishing
• Additions
• Windows
• Roofing at prices you can afford!

Westec has been serving Colorado for 30+ years.
Same owner, one location, licensed, bonded and insured.

2850 W 92nd Ave.
Denver, CO 80260
westec-builders.com
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I am the living bread which came
down from heaven; if any one eats
of this bread, he will live forever.”
JOHN 6:50

All of this brings us back to that quintessential question: “Are you saved?” As Catholics, we should be able to
answer with a confident and resounding “Yes!” Jesus has
given me his own life and I won’t let go of it! I may be a
work in progress, but, Jesus, I trust in you! Help me to keep
my eyes fixed on you and prevent me from falling into
anxiety and a life that seeks comfort. Please transform me
from the inside out and make me into your likeness. Help
me to live differently right now and to have confidence in
the place you have prepared for me in heaven. Above all,
Jesus, please raise me up on the last day so that I can share
in your resurrected life for all of eternity. Amen!

CONSIDERING

BUYING OR

SELLING
IN 2021

%
Discount

• Patios Covers
• Sunrooms
• Carports
• Custom Garages
• Custom Remodeling

Our lives have a purpose that will bear fruit in eternal life.
The devil wants to hold us back, trapping us with anxiety
and fear, but Jesus says “have no fear!” (Mt 14:27). The
Resurrection is our ultimate hope, knowing that Jesus has
won the victory for us and that he is with us every step of
the way.

I will provide
my honest and reliable
service to you!

Jon Manalo

Your Real Estate Professional
Parishioner of
Notre Dame
Catholic Church
for 24 years

CALL TODAY

303-913-7735
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The Resurrection

HISTORIC EVIDE NCE
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Hysterical
Belief or
Historical
Reality?
BY DR. ALAN FIMISTER
Assistant Professor at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary

A

t the Last Supper, Our Lord
told his disciples, “Amen, amen
I say to you, he that believeth
in me, the works that I do, he also shall
do; and greater than these shall he
do,”1 and this prophecy has been vindicated in the many marvels that have
filled the lives of the saints throughout
the history of his Church from that
day to this. In one respect, however,
no member of his mystical body has
equaled the works of the Savior. Christ
alone, from beyond the grave, raised
himself from the dead. No human soul
has the power to resume its own body.
If it did, it would not relinquish it in the
first place.
No one stood outside the tomb of
Christ and implored God to raise Jesus
from the dead. Jesus himself, in union
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
raised himself from the dead. “I lay
down my life, that I may take it again.
No one takes it from me, but I lay it
down of my own accord. I have power
to lay it down, and I have power to take
it again.”2 Thereby, beyond all of his
other miracles, he showed forth his
divinity. ⊲

1 JOHN 14:12
2 JOHN 10:17-18
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BURIAL AND RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
(DETAIL OF TRIPTYCH AT CHURCH OF THE TEUTONIC
ORDER, VIENNA), ANONYMONUS FLEMISH MASTER, 1520

Up, down or sideways: Keep your
head on straight when markets move.
Some investors have learned how to ride out the most stomach-churning market
cycles. Others follow the urge to jump out mid-ride. So what can you do to play it smart
in a roller coaster of a market?
For starters, you can turn to us. We can help you find a clear way forward before fear or
concerns take over with a strategy tailored to your situation. In our experience,
perspective is the ticket to helping endure the ups and downs as you pursue your
financial goals. Contact us to learn how we can help.

TONY J. WITTROCK

Financial Advisor, RJFS
Partner, Legacy Private Wealth Partners
5619 DTC Parkway, Suite 125
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
O 720.328.9816 // D 720.328.9800
t.wittrock@legacypwp.com // legacypwp.com

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA / SIPC. Investment advisory
services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Legacy Private Wealth Partners is not a
registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 21-BRCJX04-0003 TA 3/21

New Homes and Amenities

NOW OPEN at Wind Crest

Call 1-888-518-5237 for your free brochure
and to schedule your tour.

14324326_DCM

A conspiracy to fake the
Resurrection would be
implausibly elaborate and
prolonged and lack all motive.”

Life at the premier senior living
community in Highlands Ranch just got
even better! New homes are now open
and feature upgraded finishes, plus
access to new amenities like a restaurant,
bar, new courtyard with outdoor dining,
putting green, and bocce court. This is
our final neighborhood, so don’t wait to
secure the stylish retirement you’ve earned.

WindCrestRetirement.com

Wind Crest, Inc., a nonprofit organization, is solely responsible for fulfilling
financial responsibilities to residents under the contract. Wind Crest is within
the network of communities developed and managed by Erickson Living.®
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DENIALS OF HISTORICAL REALITY
Two types of people seek to deny the Resurrection of
Our Lord Jesus Christ. The first are those who deny the
reality of miracles, usually Deists or Atheists. We ought
not detain ourselves too long with this sort of objection.
As St. Paul teaches, “the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men
who by their wickedness suppress the truth. For what can
be known about God is plain to them, because God has
shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his
invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has
been clearly perceived in the things that have been made
so they are without excuse.”3 In other words, St. Paul is
saying that at some level, the Atheist or the Deist (a pagan
monotheist) does not just err, he lies. They are “men who
by their wickedness suppress the truth … they are without
excuse.”
A man might assert that he has visited Italy and we
might (rudely) doubt his claim and he might demonstrate
it to us; but if we deny that Italy exists altogether, our
problem is more fundamental and requires a remedy of an
altogether different sort. Jesus did not rise again to prove
that God exists. The mere fact of changeable, frail, mortal,
imperfect and transitory creatures is enough to demonstrate the existence of the Almighty and Eternal God. Jesus
rose from the dead to show us that he is God and that his

word is life: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;
but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have
life in his name.”4
The second group of deniers are those who accept the
existence of God and the possibility of the miraculous but
deny specifically the accounts of the Resurrection in the
New Testament. In this regard, the first thing to remember
is that the New Testament is the most well attested document from the entire ancient world. There are more manuscripts and fragments of the New Testament books than
of any other document from the classical Roman Empire
or earlier. To be sure, this is because the monks who preserved the ancient texts cared more about the New Testament than any other text, but this does not change the
fact. Taken as accurate, the facts and teachings recorded
in the New Testament obviously make it more important
than any other text on earth.
Add to this the fact that none of the disciples gained
anything earthly from preaching the Resurrection. All
were tortured, all but one died of it. A conspiracy to fake
the Resurrection would be implausibly elaborate and prolonged and lack all motive.
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EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS
The intellectually honest inquirer must therefore face up to the accounts of the Resurrection
in the New Testament. However, the accounts
of the Resurrection in the New Testament, in
the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles and
the First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians are
all strikingly different. There is a great deal of
overlap between the other parts of the Gospels
from Our Lord’s baptism in the Jordan until the
Passion, but when we come to the Resurrection
there is much more divergence – even the initial
appearance of confusion. According to the traditional attribution, Matthew and John are eyewitnesses. Mark was perhaps present in Jerusalem
at the time of the Passion. Mark lived in Jerusalem with his mother in the early years of the
Church and he is often identified as the youth
who ran naked from the Garden of Gethsemane,5
an incident which only he records. Mark, too, is
therefore a partial eyewitness of the events of
Holy Week.
The diversity of the Resurrection accounts
is in fact a telling feature of authentic eyewitness testimony. In the face of an event of such
magnitude as the Resurrection, it is natural that

As any historian or criminal investigator
will confirm, a series of identical
narratives is a sign of collusion and possible
falsification.”
each person’s experience and first realization
of what had occurred would be very precious
indeed. The apostolic witnesses would also have
a strong sense of the obligation to bear witness
to the Resurrection exactly as they had experienced it. Although Our Lord appeared as risen to
500 disciples at one time in Galilee6 and walked
with the 11 through the outskirts of Jerusalem
on one occasion (Luke 24:50), his resurrection
appearances were precious and calculated. Two
of them, his appearances to Peter and James, we
only know of but not about.7 Yet they were considered very important to identify and record, as
St. Paul makes clear. We know of 10 appearances
in total, five on Easter Sunday and five in the
remaining 40 days before the ascension. This
may not be an exhaustive list.8 ⊲

From the
Fidelis family
to your family –
have a happy,
healthy,
and blessed
Easter!

3 ROMANS 1:18-20
4 JOHN 20:30-31
5 MARK 14:51-52
6	MATTHEW 28:16-20 & 1
CORINTHIANS 15:6
7	LUKE 24:34, 1
CORINTHIANS 15:5 & 7
8 ACTS 1:3

A&M STEEL, INC.
Structural Steel Fabricator

Wishing Everyone
Easter Blessings
ANTONIO PECCIA
President

303.287.4480

www.a-msteelinc.com
Fideliscu.org
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Fr. Fabian was appalled by the muddy water sources families were using, and he sought help from Cross Catholic Outreach to drill wells and install
improved water systems. Working together, they hope to expand these eﬀorts even more this year.

Priest in Kenya Partners With Cross Catholic Outreach
To Provide Poor With Safe Water
After more than 30 years in the priesthood,
Father Fabian’s passion for sharing God’s
mercy has only grown stronger. Originally
from Ghana, he was first sent to Kenya by
the Society of African Missionaries in 2002.
It was there he discovered one of his life’s
greatest callings: bringing water to people
who had none.
“That is one of my biggest dreams.
Everyone should have access to clean and
good water,” Fr. Fabian said.
Over the course of six years, Fr. Fabian has
collaborated with Cross Catholic Outreach
to complete water system projects for 83,000
people in 27 villages throughout the Diocese
of Lodwar. More recently, through the
Good Samaritan Water Sanitation Services
nonprofit he created to expand his mission,
other water projects are being undertaken to
benefit the poor in other Catholic dioceses.
[See story on opposite page.]
“Fr. Fabian has asked Cross Catholic
Outreach to join him in an ambitious plan
to bring safe water to a 275-mile stretch of
land shared by the Diocese of Machakos and
Archdiocese of Mombasa,” explained Jim
Cavnar, president of Cross Catholic Outreach.
“We have completed six water systems so
far, blessing about 50,724 people in the
region, and we hope to bring safe water to 10
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additional communities in the months ahead.”
When Fr. Fabian first enters a new
community to assess its situation, he begins
by asking a simple question.
“You start by asking, ‘What do you
need?’” Fr. Fabian says. “Most of the time
water is the first on their list.”
According to Fr. Fabian, meeting a
community’s most critical need — water —
is the perfect way to share the love of God.
One benefit is the way Fr. Fabian works
through local parishes, empowering priests
to care for their communities by overseeing
water projects and appointing village water
committees. This strengthens the relationship
between the people and their parish, and
many experience a deeper understanding of
the abundant life that is available to them in
Christ.
Many immediate benefits become
apparent once communities gain access to
clean water. Improved health and restored
faith are often two of the first blessings to
reveal themselves.
“It saves the lives of most of these
children. It also helps the spirituality of the
people, giving them time to go to church,”
Fr. Fabian explained. “Priests call thanking
you, saying, ‘You can’t imagine how many
people are attending Mass!’”

There are other spiritual blessings that
come from these projects too. According to
Jim Cavnar, U.S. Catholics who help fund
the work through Cross Catholic Outreach
often share their enthusiasm for supporting
mission work and say the experience gives
them a greater appreciation for the impact
of Catholic charity.
“Most American Catholics want to
be more involved in helping the poor in
developing countries, but they want to do
something specific and meaningful like
this,” said Cavnar. “I’m sure they will rally
to help Fr. Fabian with the work he has
planned — and that they will be blessed by
the experience if they do.”
Readers interested in supporting Cross
Catholic Outreach water programs and
other outreaches to the poor can contribute
through the ministry brochure inserted in
this issue or send tax-deductible gifts to:
Cross Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC1614,
PO Box 97168, Washington DC 200907168. The ministry has a special need for
partners willing to make gifts on a monthly
basis. Use the inserted brochure to become
a Mission Partner or write “Monthly
Mission Partner” on mailed checks
to be contacted about setting up those
arrangements.
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U.S. Catholics
Are Blessing the
Poor in Kenya by
Addressing Their
Urgent Need for
Safe Water
Gladys Mghoi is helping to raise her
grandchildren in Mokine, a small village
situated in the Archdiocese of Mombasa.
Every morning, she wakes up at around 4
a.m. to start the long and arduous process of
collecting water for the day.
“In Gladys’ simple home, there is no tap to
turn to get a supply of water. She lives in an
impoverished village, and like most everyone
else there, she must travel to a distant source
to get the water her family needs,” explained
Jim Cavnar, president of Cross Catholic
Outreach, a leading relief and development
charity assisting Catholic missions in Africa.
“It’s tragic, but water scarcity is common in
many parts of Kenya. People in remote areas
tend to be desperately poor, and their villages
have no infrastructure to supply water. To get
what they need to survive, they face a lot of
hardships.”
In Gladys’ case, quenching the thirst of her
grandchildren means a walk of nearly 2 miles
to a dry riverbed. There, villagers have dug
a hole that allows water to seep up from the
ground. It is a slow process, so Gladys and
the others who come to the spot often have
to wait in line more than an hour to fill their
containers with muddy water from the pit.
The walk home with this “reward” is also
a challenge because the jerrycan she uses can
become very heavy when it is full.
Because of Gladys’ age and health, her
older grandchildren usually assist with
this exhausting process. When they do,
it disadvantages the family again. Water
collection often takes so long the children
either arrive late to class or miss school
altogether.
According to Cavnar, solving the water
scarcity problem is a priority for Cross
Catholic Outreach because a lack of clean
water has a negative impact in so many areas
of a poor family’s life.
“One of our biggest concerns is the poor
quality of the water they currently collect,” he
said. “The muddy stuff is often tainted with
bacteria, parasites and the chemical runoff
from local farms.”
Gladys is aware of this threat too, but since
there is no alternative, she sees no other way
DENVER CATHOLIC | MARCH 2021

Gladys Mghoi and her grandchildren face tremendous challenges obtaining their daily water
supply. They currently walk far to collect contaminated water — because they have no other
option. With the help of the Church, this hardship can end.
to proceed.
“We collect water which is very,
very dirty, and then it will become very
difficult for us and very unhealthy for our
consumption,” Gladys admitted. “This water
is very dirty. It is very murky. At the same
time, because we have no option, we have to
drink it the way it is.”
As bleak as this situation may seem,
Gladys and her neighbors have a reason to
feel hopeful. A local priest has become aware
of the village’s hardships and is working to
provide relief through a partnership with Cross
Catholic Outreach. [See story on opposite page.]
If this project is successful, the challenges she
faces in collecting water may soon be over.
“Our goal now is to get the financial
backing of U.S. Catholics to fund this special
project,” Cavnar said. “If they respond
generously, and I believe they will, we can
ensure Gladys and her grandchildren have
safe water to drink for many years to come.”
Addressing specific needs like this is what
Cross Catholic Outreach was founded to
accomplish. For nearly 20 years, the Catholic
ministry has partnered with a local Catholic
priest, religious sisters or missions to solve
the problems of the poor.
“U.S. Catholics have been very interested
in helping the poor using our approach

because they like funding specific needs and
supporting the local Catholic clergy,” Cavnar
said. “They want their donated dollars to
have a profound and lasting impact, so water
projects are the kind of outreach they like
best. Providing safe water addresses many
needs — from quenching thirst to restoring
health to supporting educational goals. In this
case, it will also bring long-awaited relief to
precious people like Gladys.”
The grandmother confirmed that fact as
she explained yet another reason she sees
the proposed water project as a blessing.
“It is not very safe for me to collect
water as an elderly person, but since there
is no alternative, we have to risk our lives,”
Gladys explained. “Sometimes because of
my weakness, I can fall down. Sometimes
there are also wild animals [such as] hyenas
in the area.”
These risks will also be eliminated when
the water project is completed.
“I can’t imagine the joy Gladys will feel
when that tap is installed and the clean water
flows freely. But I do know one thing —
she and the others in her community will
praise God,” Cavnar said. “And what a joy
it will be for us too. There’s nothing more
gratifying than serving as instruments of
God’s mercy!”

How to Help
To fund Cross Catholic Outreach’s effort to help the poor
worldwide, use the postage-paid brochure inserted in this
newspaper or mail your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach, Dept.
AC1614, PO Box 97168, Washington DC 20090-7168. The
brochure also includes instructions on becoming a Mission
Partner and making a regular monthly donation to this cause.
If you identify an aid project, 100% of the donation will be restricted to be used for
that specific project. However, if more is raised for the project than needed, funds will
be redirected to other urgent needs in the ministry.

21

Vatican II tells us of the Sacred Scriptures that
“God chose men and while employed by Him they
made use of their powers and abilities, so that
with Him acting in them and through them, they,
as true authors, consigned to writing everything
and only those things which He wanted.” The
sacred texts are thus free of all error and yet show
the marks of being written by human authors
who were in normal circumstances fallible and
limited. Mark tells us a group of women including
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb that morning
and saw the Angel guarding it. Matthew concurs
but gives us much more dramatic detail about the
manner in which the tomb was opened. One might
be tempted to consider these details as embellishments until one realizes that Matthew has exclusive access to other information which only could
have come from the soldiers guarding the tomb.

FURTHER APPEARANCES
In his Gospel, Luke seems to assume, but never
asserts or implies, that the Ascension occurred
rather soon after the Resurrection. By the time he
wrote Acts, he knew better and is careful to emphasize that Jesus “presented himself alive after His passion by many proofs, appearing to them during 40
days.”9 Similarly, John describes Mary Magdalene’s
journey to the empty tomb but without averting to
any other witnesses or the encounter with the angel,
presumably because she herself, in the excitement of
the moment, did not explain any details. But he gives
away the fuller account in his report of her words,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do
not know where they have laid him.”10
Luke makes no mention of the command to
go to Galilee11 and yet it is clear that this was
important and eventually obeyed.12 Indeed, the
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Resurrection appearance with which Matthew’s
Gospel ends is the only event that seems to fit St.
Paul’s reference to an occasion when “He appeared
to more than 500 brethren at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have fallen
asleep.”13 Presumably, Luke knew of these words
but lacked any accounts of the appearances in Galilee and so omitted them, lest they seem inexplicable to the reader. Given that the appearance of the
Lord on the mountain in Galilee was the moment
when the Great Commission to baptize all nations
was proclaimed, presumably information about
it circulated less freely because of the disciplina
arcani,14 the practice of reserving teaching on the
sacraments to those who had been initiated.
One might imagine that the apparent inconsistencies in the Resurrection accounts were a problem
for the skeptical inquirer. They are not. In fact, they
profoundly confirm the reliability of these accounts.
They are all resolvable and in resolving them, a
much more rounded picture emerges of the events
described in which the apparent inconsistencies
end up reinforcing each account in ways which,
significantly, the writers themselves could not have
foreseen. As any historian or criminal investigator
will confirm, a series of identical narratives is a sign
of collusion and possible falsification. Seemingly
confused reports which, upon closer inspection,
produce a clear and three-dimensional picture is the
sure note of historical reality.

9 ACTS 1:3
10 JOHN 20:2
11 MARK 16:7 & MATTHEW 28:7
12	JOHN 21:1
13	1 CORINTHIANS 15:6
14 MATTHEW 7:6, REVELATION 2:17
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Happy Easter!

The diversity of the
Resurrection accounts is in fact
a telling feature of authentic
eyewitness testimony.”
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CHRIST IN GLORY BETWEEN THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS
GUIDO RENI, 1621

THEOLOGY 101

Christ,
the Cross
& Salvation
Common questions
and misconceptions
answered

T
BY AARON
LAMBERT
Managing Editor of
the Denver Catholic
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he victory of Jesus Christ symbolized by
the Cross and the empty tomb forever
changed the course of history. And yet,
despite it being one of the most well-documented historical events in the history of the
world, there are still many questions that we’ll
not have a clear answer to until we ourselves
reach the gates of Heaven.
The Catholic Church is the earthly authority
on matters relating to salvation; after all, Christ
himself established her as such when he told

St. Peter, “you are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build my church” (Mt 16:18). This authority
continues today through a long line of apostolic
succession and the Magisterium of the Church.
Even so, understanding the full picture of mankind’s salvation through Christ, often referred
to as the Paschal Mystery, is a lifelong pursuit.
As a Christian, it’s simple enough to understand the “why” of Jesus’s Crucifixion and Resurrection (just see the article about Salvation
History on page 4!). However, the salvific act
of Christ begs other questions that may not be
immediately apparent but could be a hindrance
to others coming to know and understand who
Jesus Christ is. To this end, we’ve provided brief
answers to a few common questions and misconceptions that will hopefully help in revealing
the fuller picture of the Paschal Mystery and
how God leaves no stone unturned (no pun
intended).
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WHY DID CHRIST COME WHEN HE DID?
It’s clear when looking back at history that humanity was
in need of saving long before Christ actually came. So why
did it take God so long to send him? While the answer to this
question is not definitive, there are two theories in particular
about why Jesus came when he did, 2,000 years ago, that
have earned some credence.
The first goes back to salvation history. Despite God giving
his chosen people chance after chance to follow his law, they
always fell short. As an extension of that principle, mankind
will always fall short of God’s law because he is plagued by
original sin, which is only compounded by actual sin. We
cannot save ourselves; therefore God, in his infinite mercy
and goodness, sent Jesus at the precise point in salvation history when it was most clear that a savior was needed.
In his letter to the Galatians, St. Paul described this point
in history as such: “But when the fulness of the time was
come, God sent His Son, made of a woman, made under the
law” (Gal 4:4). St. Thomas Aquinas, in his Summa Thelogiae,
commented on this passage, saying, “God decreed everything
by His wisdom. Therefore God became incarnate at the most
fitting time; and it was not fitting that God should become
incarnate at the beginning of the human race.” He continued:
“Since the work of Incarnation is principally ordained to the
restoration of the human race by blotting out sin, it is manifest that it was not fitting for God to become incarnate at the
beginning of the human race before sin. For medicine is given
only to the sick. Hence our Lord Himself says (Mt 9:12-13):
‘They that are in health need not a physician, but they that
are ill . . . For I am not come to call the just, but sinners.’”
The second theory is that with the rise of the Roman
Empire, Christianity had an ideal sociopolitical setting in
which it could spread and flourish. Under Roman rule, much
of the civilized world had unified monetary, military and linguistic systems. The Roman Empire was also quite tolerant
of other religions – a bit ironic, when one considers Nero’s
attempt to exterminate Christianity in the first century – but
in a providential way, it was easier and safer for someone like
St. Paul to travel around the Roman Empire and spread the
Gospel. Add to these factors the conversion of the Roman
Emperor Constantine in the early third century, which
enabled the rapid spread of Christianity throughout the
developed world, and it’s hard to chock it up to mere chance
that Jesus just happened to come at this point in history; on
the contrary, a divine plan comes into clearer focus.
SOURCES:
WHY JESUS CAME WHEN HE DID - ASCENSION PRESS MEDIA, SUMMA THELOGIAE

WERE THOSE WHO LIVED AND DIED
BEFORE THE TIME OF CHRIST SAVED?
On the flip side of the “when” question is the
“who” question; specifically, whom of those who
lived before the time of Christ were saved, if any?
It’s an interesting question, and thankfully the
early Church fathers, Sacred Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church can provide some
insight.
The Fathers of the Church theorized that it
was possible that some of those who lived before
Christ had achieved salvation through his death
and resurrection. While the Church teaches that
faith in God and baptism are required for salvation,
it has also maintained that there are hidden ways
God can lead people to them. St. Justin Martyr, for
example, wrote the following in 151 A.D.:
“We have been taught that Christ is the first-begotten of God, and we have declared him to be the
Logos of which all mankind partakes [John 1:9].
Those, therefore, who lived according to reason
[Greek, logos] were really Christians, even though
they were thought to be atheists, such as, among
the Greeks, Socrates, Heraclitus, and others like
them ... Those who lived before Christ but did not
live according to reason [logos] were wicked men,
and enemies of Christ, and murderers of those
who did live according to reason [logos], whereas
those who lived then or who live now according to
reason [logos] are Christians. Such as these can be
confident and unafraid.” (First Apology 46).
This view was shared by several of the early
Church fathers, and it is likewise reinforced by the
Catechism. CCC 637 states: “In his human soul
united to his divine person, the dead Christ went
down to the realm of the dead. He opened heaven’s gates for the just who had gone before him.”
Furthermore, Scripture tells of Jesus descending to
the realm of the dead and preaching to dead (Eph.
4:9; 1 Pet. 3:18-20), and tradition holds that he
preached to those dead who were to enter heaven.
This “waiting room” which the righteous who died
remained in until Christ’s Resurrection is sometimes referred to as the “Limbo of the Fathers,”
which is derived from the Jewish concept of Sheol. ⊲
SOURCES:
CATHOLIC.COM, CRUXNOW.COM

God decreed everything by His wisdom. Therefore God became
incarnate at the most fitting time; and it was not fitting that God should
become incarnate at the beginning of the human race.”
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
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IS GOD CRUEL FOR WILLING THE
DEATH OF HIS SON?
The short answer to this question is “no.”
The long answer to this question is also “no.”
The idea of redemptive suffering is difficult
to explain to somebody who thinks suffering
is meaningless, but perhaps the easier way to
answer this question is by looking at it through
the lens of Christ fulfilling God’s will for his life.
Scripture is clear about why Jesus was sent
to earth; it’s spelled out in what is likely the
most well-known Bible verse in history, John
3:16. Christ was sent to atone for the sins of
man and reconcile man with God, or himself.
In order for Christ to fulfill his mission, he had
to die. Did God will his death? Yes and no. God
did not desire for Jesus to suffer, but as Romans
8:32 tells us, “God hath not spared His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all.” Christ willingly
took on our sins and, through his obedience and
love on the Cross, he merited salvation for us.
This was Christ’s mission on earth; God’s will
for Christ was to remain faithful his mission
while on earth, and Christ’s mission on earth
was to remain faithful to God’s will – even if
that meant death on a cross.

DESCENT INTO LIMBO, ANDREA MANTEGNA, 1468

God hath
not spared
His own
Son, but
delivered
Him up
for us all.”
ROMANS 8:32

The answer becomes clearer when looking
at it through this lens: Jesus Christ laid down
his life in the ultimate act of sacrificial love and
redeemed the world through the unspeakably
evil act of his Crucifixion – in a way, he brought
the ultimate good (eternal salvation) out of the
ultimate evil (man killing God). Jesus Christ is,
therefore, the perfect example of love and of
being faithful to God’s will in our own lives – the
very crux of what it means to be a Christian.
SOURCE:
SUMMA THELOGIAE

Pray. Fast. Give.
With your donation,
help carry the cross of those in need.
A generous donor and friend of
Catholic Charities has agreed to
match your gift today, dollar for dollar,
up to $24,000! Match ends on April 4.
Please give now to have your
impact doubled to help families in crisis.
Questions? Call 720-799-9311.

Donate at ccdenver.org/EASTER
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TAKE A DEEPER DIVE
Interested in the themes of this magazine? These five selections will help you
learn more about the life of Jesus Christ, his death and resurrection, and the core
message of the Christian faith.
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parishioner Matthew Alderman

Taking care of each other is
what community is all about.
We’re proud to serve our community
with personal, compassionate care.

OLINGER
MORTUARIES & CEMETERIES

303-451-6674
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Next stop, priesthood:
Meet the archdiocese’s
newest deacons
BY
DENVER
CATHOLIC
STAFF

On Feb. 13, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila ordained eight men to the
transitional diaconate at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. Get to know each of the Archdiocese of Denver’s newest
deacons and learn about how they discerned a call to the priesthood.

DEACON JOE BUI

G

rowing up in Vietnam, Deacon Joe Bui learned about
the sacrifices his parents made for him and his siblings early in life. In Vietnam, sending children to
school is very expensive, and Bui never took this for granted.
“At the age of six, I seriously learned how to respect and
value my parents’ sacrifices by doing my best to have good
behavior at school, so [as] not to put more weight on their
shoulders by worrying about me,” Deacon Bui said.
After his youngest brother was born, Deacon Bui’s
mother became ill and was no longer able to care for him
and his siblings. This forced each of them to step up and
care for the family, which meant going to buy food, making
meals, walking to school and caring for their mother.
“Like many other kinds grew up in poor families, we
were more mature than other kids who were in our same
age,” Deacon Bui recalled.
Through the hardships, faith was a constant. Deacon
Bui’s family was a faithful Catholic one, and every evening
they would pray the Rosary together, asking Mary to intercede on their behalf for healing for their mother and for
the Lord to provide for their family.
“Praying with my family daily is how I received the
Catholic faith,” Deacon Bui said. “Moreover, I had a good
number of Catholic friends in the neighborhood, we went
to school, to Mass, and to Catechism classes together.”
This foundation of faith planted the seed for Deacon
Bui’s vocation to the priesthood, which he discovered
at the age of 16. Now, as a newly-ordained transitional
deacon and ever closer to becoming a priest, Deacon Bui
is very much looking forward to “bringing God’s healing
grace to this wounded world by preaching the Good News
and by leading people to the Triune God whom they can
touch and talk to” through the Mass and the Sacraments.
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DEACON FELIPE COLOMBO

B

orn and raised in Taguatinga, Brazil, Deacon Felipe
Colombo was raised as an only child of a single
mother who always taught him the importance of
faith and the Catholic Church, and the fourth child of his
father who always tried to be present in his life.
During his youth years, he tried to stay involved and
participated in youth groups at his parish, but at the same
time, he had doubts and curiosity about what was out in
the world. At the age of 18, he joined the Neocatechumenal Way at his parish and attended his first retreat with
this formation in 2012.
“God gave me the grace to meet the Neocatechumenal
Way and through it, He started a revolution in my life,”
Deacon Felipe said.
Through his first retreat with the Neocatechumenal
Way, he felt the Lord’s call for priesthood. At this point of
his life, he was finishing college, had a girlfriend, and was
considering marriage, but God had different plans for him.
After resisting God’s call, he finally accepted it with gratitude for what the Lord was doing in his life.
“Christ has given me the opportunity to have a new life
thought the announcement of the Good News,” Deacon
Colombo said. “I look forward to bringing to others these
same Good News that changed my life, so that they may
encounter Christ, as He encountered me.”
For Deacon Colombo, his pastor in Brazil, Father Pedro,
who always encouraged his vocation, and his Neocatechumenal Way Community where he has seen miracles in
his life and others, have had a huge impact on his vocation
and helped him throughout the process. He is also often
reminded to stay humble and listen to what God wants
from him.
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DEACON LUIS GUILHERME
DA SILVA MENDES

D

eacon Luis Guilherme da Silva
Mendes was born and raised
in Brasilia, capital of Brazil.
He was raised in a Catholic family
with eight siblings.
During his teenage years, he started
having strong doubts about the Church
and his faith. For many years, he ran
away from God thinking he had nothing to offer and that he didn’t need
him. When he was 19, as he witnessed
a priest ordination, Deacon Da Silva
finally gave up and realized the Lord
had been calling him and was waiting
for him with unconditional love.
“The Lord touched me with His
grace, he showed me that He was not
asking me to give anything, but He
was the one offering me unconditional love, a meaningful life, his Holy
Spirit and, above all, His forgiveness,”
Deacon Da Silva recalled.
Although the sign of the new
priests laying on the floor and offering
their lives to God got stuck in his head,
he didn’t answer God’s call at the
moment. Luis had plans of what his
“ideal life” would be, without realizing
that God had a different path for him.
Once he achieved some of his personal
goals with a successful career, a steady
job, and a fiancé, he finally realized
that his life wasn’t complete and that
he was trying to escape God’s call.
Deacon Da Silva then recalled
Luke 9: 24-25: “For whoever would
save his life will lose it; and whoever
loses his life for my sake, he will save
it. For what does it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and loses
or forfeits himself ?”; and decided to
take a different path, the one God had
been saving for him.
“That was the moment I radically
answered to God’s call, leaving the nets
and following him in the adventure of
the new evangelization, allowing Him
to send me wherever He wanted, to
announce his love that I have received
in abundance,” he concluded.
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DEACON MICAH FLORES

D

eacon Micah Flores joins the
list of thousands of faithful
whose life has been impacted
by St. John Paul II teachings.
“The intercession and consistent
presence of St. John Paul II in my life
has carried me through seminary,”
Deacon Flores said. “The clarity of his
teaching, the conviction of his faith,
the incredible sign of hope he has
been for our world, and his fatherhood to the whole world have consistently blown me away and strengthened me to wake up every day and say
‘yes’ to Jesus.”
Born and raised in Colorado,
Deacon Flores grew up in a Catholic
family, playing sports and enjoying
the outdoors while encountering
God in a significant way through his
creation. During his high school years
at Regis Jesuit High School, he experienced a powerful encounter with God
at a silent retreat. After this retreat,
God planted the seed of vocation, but
it wasn’t until after three years of college, at CU Boulder, that he said yes
to the Lord’s invitation.
For Deacon Flores, celebrating
Mass and reconciliation have been
his strongest desires since he was in
college.
“These sacraments have been the
two greatest gifts in my life, and I
cannot wait to invite everyone into
these wonderful fonts of grace and
share them with the world,” he said.
In addition to St. John Paul II,
another important mentor in his life
and vocation has been Father Brady
Wagner, who helped him in his discernment to enter the seminary and
was an example to him of what a
joyful priest, confident in his identity
as a son of God, truly is.
“I stand in tremendous gratitude
for both of these holy men and many
other men and women,” he said. The
Body of Christ is real, and we truly do
build one another up.”

DEACON TREVOR LONTINE

D

eacon Trevor Lontine says
the greatest gifts his parents
imparted to him were a devotion to the “Little Way” of St. Thérèse
and a good work ethic. Indeed, these
two gifts have likely served him well
in his journey toward the priesthood.
Deacon Lontine grew up near
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Northglenn, where he and his older
brother were homeschooled by his
mother. He comes from a faithful
Catholic family and went to daily
Mass until he was in middle school.
At the age of 15, Deacon Lontine
heard the call to the priesthood while
Father Daniel Barron was preaching
a homily on vocations at Holy Ghost
Parish in Denver.
“Though I initially resisted, I ended
up going to seminary in Nebraska
for two years after graduating high
school,” Deacon Lontine recalled.
“The learning curve was steep, so
I discerned out, went to college,
worked for 3 years, and then heard
the call, very powerfully and joyfully,
to return to seminary in 2016.”
The second call came after a dear
friend of his had died. He experienced
what it was like to intercede for his
friend’s soul and came to a deeper
understanding of the beauty of the
Church as the Communion of Saints.
“I wanted to serve that reality with
my life,” he said.
Now one step closer to the priesthood, Deacon Lontine seeks to “learn
to love as Jesus loves, in a way that
gives God the Father complete and
total worship each moment of life.
Deacon Lontine is thankful for the
mentors and important figures who
have encouraged him and helped him
along the way, not least of which are
his patronesses St. Catherine of Siena
and St. Thérèse of Lisieux.
“Each has guided me since I was a
child, and have guarded my vocation
carefully,” he said. ⊲
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DEACON SAM MUNSON

D

eacon Sam Munson moved
to Colorado from Chicago at
the age of five. He grew up
in the northern towns of Mead and
Loveland.
As a junior in high school, Deacon
Munson began to feel attracted to the
priesthood when he became more
serious about his prayer life.
“Prayer for me became more intimate with the Lord and I begin to see
him more as a friend and as a companion to my life,” Deacon Munson
said.
However, it was while he was in
college at the University of Northern
Colorado when he actually heard God
calling him to become a priest, during
the Bear Awakening retreat his freshman year.
“When I first received it, I was
frightened of the call and avoided it
for several years,” Deacon Munson
explained. “It wasn’t really until I
graduated from college and began
asking the Lord, ‘who am I to you?’
that I really began to accept the call.
One night in particular in Adoration,
I felt His loving gaze upon me in a
really deep way: ‘Sam I love you, you
are Mine, and I’m calling you to be
My priest.’ In that moment I was no
longer afraid to pursue the call!”
Along the way, Deacon Munson
had one saint in particular who was a
crucial intercessor for his vocation.
“It’s often said that we don’t
necessarily choose the saints in our
lives but that they choose us. This
is certainly true for my life in regard
to St. Gemma Galgani,” he said.
“Throughout my time in seminary
Saint Gemma has taught me to be less
afraid of suffering, and to have a trust
and constant desire for intimacy with
the Lord, especially in regard to his
passion and death on the cross. I consider St. Gemma as a dear friend and
even a sister, a beautiful woman who
has been crucial in my Vocation.”
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DEACON MICHAEL TRAN

D

eacon Michael Tran grew up
instilled with a strong love
for the Virgin Mary, due to
his village’s close proximity to Our
Lady of Lavang Shrine in the Quang
Tri province in Vietnam. In 1798, Our
Lady appeared at this site to console
the persecuted Christians of Vietnam.
“I was brought up in the strong
faith of our fathers and under the
protection of Our Lady of Lavang,”
Deacon Tran said. “At all times, we
have a great love for Our Virgin and
we trust in her intercession for us.
When I was young, I used to visit the
shrine with my pastor, friends, sometimes alone, every Saturday morning
to pray or to attend Masses there.

At the age of nine, Deacon Tran,
heard God calling him to the priesthood when he served at the altar for
the first time. However, his life would
have to unfold more in order for the
call to become clearer.
“The call to the vocation had not
ever been clear to me until I graduated from the university and had a
job,” he explained. “People around me,
my pastors, my parents, some sisters
of the Lovers of the Holy Cross, and
some of my students, all encouraged
me to think about becoming a priest.
Finally, the death of my best friend
moved me to come and talk to my
vocation director at that time, and he
helped me to discern God’s will in my
life.”
Now one step closer to the priesthood, Deacon Tran eagerly awaits the
day when he can hear confessions
and celebrate Masses as a priest.
MARCH 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Turn your
Clunker
into Cash!

Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.
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Filling the Void of Loss with Faith
Mt. Olivet & St. Simeon Catholic Cemeteries
Archdiocese of Denver Mortuaries

DEACON MIGUEL MENDOZA

A

lthough Deacon Miguel Mendoza was raised in
the Jehovah’s Witness faith, the Lord had different plans for him that changed his life.
Deacon Mendoza grew up in Greeley, Colorado away
from the Catholic Church. However, when he was 16 years
old, his life changed as he felt the Lord’s call to priesthood.
Through the example of St. John Paul II, Deacon Mendoza
decided to get baptized, setting an example for his family,
who also returned to the Catholic Church after seeing his
conversion.
For Deacon Mendoza, St. John Paul II was a role model
for his vocation and looks forward to celebrating the sacraments, especially the Holy Mass and confession, in the
near future.
“His [St. John Paul II] example of charity and fatherly
love was very inspiring. Father Crispin was also very influential in my vocation. He really encouraged my calling and
guided me through it all,” he said.
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Leave a lasting gift of faith and love to your family and
the Church by pre-planning your funeral and burial.

Serving the entire Archdiocese with locations in:
Wheat Ridge | Denver | Aurora | Centennial

Please contact us at:

(303) 532-5342 | cfcscolorado.org

31

WITNESS OF FAITH

Father Leo

Heinrichs
Denver’s littleknown martyr
who could one
day be a saint
BY AARON LAMBERT
Managing Editor of the
Denver Catholic

F

ather Leo Heinrichs woke up
the morning of Feb. 23, 1908,
and prepared for the 6 a.m.
Mass at St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Parish in Denver. While he normally
said the 8 a.m. Mass, Father Leo asked
his vicar, Father Wulstan Workman,
if he would switch on account of a
meeting he had later that morning.
It was the last Mass the Franciscan
priest ever celebrated. While distributing Holy Communion, an Italian
immigrant named Giuseppe Alia
approached the altar rail, and knelt
down to receive the Host given him by
Father Leo. However, upon receiving
it, Alia spit the Host out into his hand
and threw it in the face of Father Leo.
As the Host fell to the ground, Alia
pulled a revolver hidden in his pocket
and put a bullet in Father Leo’s heart.
The front page of the February 27,
1908 edition of the Denver Catholic
Register described Father Leo’s final
moments: “Father Leo reeled and
sank to the floor of the sanctuary,
striving with the instinct of the priest
to collect the consecrated particles
which had been scattered from the
chalice. Father Wulstan, being called,
was just in time to administer the last
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MAKE A PILGRIMAGE
Pay tribute to Father Leo by visiting
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish
1060 St. Francis Way, Denver, CO
Mass every Sunday at 9 a.m.
MARCH 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

This 1908 file photo from the Denver Catholic Register archives
shows a full St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish for the funeral Mass of
Father Leo. Thousands attended, with the majority of attendees likely
outside of the church. His body, lying in the open casket, can be seen
near the center of the photo. FILE PHOTO

sacraments
when he expired, his last act being to
point mutely to the fallen contents of
the ciborium.”
With his dying breaths, Father
Leo recovered two fallen hosts which
he placed in the ciborium he held; he
then placed the ciborium on the step
of the Virgin Mary’s altar which lay a
few feet away. Just a week prior, Father
Leo had told members of the Marian
society Sodality of Our Lady, “If I had
my choice of a place where I would
die, I would choose to die at the feet
of the Blessed Virgin.” An eyewitness
to the murder said that indeed, Father
Leo died at the foot of the Blessed
Virgin’s altar, with a peaceful smile
spread about his face.
Father Leo’s love of the Virgin
Mary was second only to his love
of the Eucharist, as exemplified by
his dying acts. On Nov. 9, 1916, the
Denver Catholic Register, reprinting an
article from The Catholic Columbian,
wrote of Father Leo’s Eucharistic
devotion: “How he loved the Blessed
Sacrament! Although he was dying
from the moment the bullet, sharpened by the brutal murderer for its
deadly work, pierced his heart, his
whole concern was to save from
desecration the consecrated species
scattered on the ground around him.
Curiosity to know why he had an
enemy, the roar of rage coming from
a congregation frenzied at the crime
— not these things turned him from
solicitude for the dignity of the great
DENVER CATHOLIC | MARCH 2021

Sacrament he had in his keeping.”
Alia, Father Leo’s assassin, confessed that he was an anarchist. He
had planned to kill several other priests
that day, and he showed no remorse for
his actions. Despite a request for leniency on behalf of the Colorado Franciscan friars, Alia was tried and sentenced
to death by hanging – a show of justice
in those days. Reportedly, Alia’s last
words were, “Death to the priests!”
Father Wulstan, in reflecting on
how his life was spared due to an innocent switch with Father Leo between
Masses, later told the Denver Post, “I
would have been killed and he would
be alive now. There is one way to solve
the affair that I can see, and that is
that God chose the better man.”
Father Leo was informally declared
a martyr in the days that followed. His
funeral Mass was attended by thousands of people, including the Colorado governor. Father Leo was originally a priest of the St. Bonaventure
Friary in Paterson. N.J., and though
he’d only been assigned to Denver for
five months at the time of his death,
he was a pastor who was well-loved by
his parishioners. His body was transferred back to the friary in Paterson
and he was buried at the Holy Sepulchre Roman Catholic Cemetery in
Totowa. His gravesite is frequented by
pilgrims who visit from all around.
After his death, the coroner discovered, quite by accident, more indications of Father Leo’s holiness and
heroism. It was reported that Father
Leo wrapped his arms and waist with
leather straps studded with rows of
iron hooks, and the extensive scarring
indicated he had done so for a long
time. While this sort of practice seems

a bit extreme by today’s standards,
various priests and religious throughout Church history have done similar
practices as a form of asceticism to
both keep sinful desires at bay and
to share in the sufferings the Lord
endured on our behalf. It was likely
that Father Leo did this as a form of
penance, perhaps to tame his quick
temper. Furthermore, when his fellow
friars entered his room after his death,
they found not a bed but a wooden
door upon which Father Leo slept.
In the 1920s, The Franciscan order
opened an investigation into Father
Leo’s heroic virtues. His cause for canonization was submitted, and in 1938,
the process for his beatification was
authorized. One parish in Paterson
was so sure of Father Leo’s canonization that they were to name it in his
honor. However, for various reasons,
his cause has since stalled, but it
remains open. Perhaps today, in 2021,
asking for Father Leo’s intercession to
live a courageous and reverent faith,
with a deep love for the Eucharist, is all
the more germane and necessary.
As we remembered Father Leo on
Feb. 23, the 113th anniversary of the
day of his death, when he used his
dying breaths to protect the source
and summit of the Catholic faith, may
he continue to serve as an inspiration
to us all, and may we continue to pray
that he will one day be counted among
the communion of saints. As that same
Nov. 9, 1916 issue of the Denver Catholic Register rightly noted: “Well then,
does his life tell us and his death convince us that he merits to dwell forever as a saint of the Church near the
tabernacle where he stood an angelic
sentinel and a pious minister.”

33

CATHOLIC SCHOOL S

BY ELIAS MOO
Superintendent of Denver Catholic Schools

YEAR OF
DISCERNMENT
Embarking on a
mission of renewal

T

he Catholic Church, by virtue of her Divine charter
by our Lord Jesus, is essentially a teaching organization. Teaching and educating is part of her task of
saving souls. Indeed, Catholic education is an integral part
of the Divine Charter given by Christ to “go and make disciples of all nations” following the redemption of humanity won by him through his death and resurrection. It is
why the Church has been at the forefront of education for
centuries, responsible for the formation and sustaining of
some of the world’s greatest educational institutions.
This past fall, the Office of Catholic Schools released to
the community School of the Lord’s Service, A Framework for
Forming Disciples in Catholic Education. In the introduction
of the document, our Archbishop, Samuel J. Aquila noted,
“Forming disciples is the mission Jesus gave the Catholic
Church and by extension our Catholic schools. It must
be our constant reference by which we can judge our true
success.” Archbishop Aquila’s deepest desire for the Archdiocese of Denver is that it become an even more animated
place where all can come to experience a deep, transformative personal encounter with Jesus Christ and experience
the fullness of abundant life.
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This mission is precisely why five years ago, he convened
a symposium to begin to look at the reality of our Catholic
schools and to identify a path forward to strengthen our
schools at the time. From the symposium came the vision of
Worthy of the Name, from which, thanks be to God, we saw
many fruits. Yet so much has changed in five years.
We are living in a challenging and unprecedented
moment in the history of our world, our nation, our Church,
and our Catholic schools. The COVID-19 pandemic has
highlighted in many ways the brokenness of humanity and
our society, a brokenness that has long been present, but
has risen to the surface due to the deep spiritual wounds of
our nation and our communities. Similarly, the pandemic
has highlighted the deep cultural, societal, and institutional
challenges still facing our Church and our Catholic schools.
These challenges have continued to escalate over many
years across the country and in our archdiocese, and we
must look deeply and critically at what is in front us. There
is no doubt the landscape of our archdiocese, let alone the
state of Colorado and the communities we live in have seen
significant changes and that we find ourselves entering a
new era in the history of our Church and as a nation.
While the outlook may seem daunting and perhaps
bleak at times as we consider all the challenges in front
of us, Archbishop Aquila and I believe that we are being
called as a Church and as Catholic school communities to
lean courageously into the challenges in front of us to be a
community of hope and encounter with the Lord. Our families, our communities, and our society need exceptional,
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mission-driven Catholic schools now more than ever.
We are convinced that Catholic schools still hold the
best vision for the education and formation of the human
person. We also believe that the Lord desires to send us on
mission in a way that will allow our schools to be a critical
part of the Lord’s rescue force sent into this modern wilderness so that, in the name of Jesus, all might be rescued and
have abundant life. Because of that, we are ready to double-down on this vision and seize this moment to commit
to a deep renewal of purpose and of organization in our
Catholic schools that will allow us to effectively respond to
the challenges in front of us and boldly strengthen and activate our mission in renewed ways for a new age.
It is why on December 9, 2020, Archbishop Aquila and
the Archdiocese of Denver, under the patronage of St.
Frances Xavier Cabrini, announced a Year of Discernment
to proactively study and analyze the current strengths,
challenges, and opportunities of our Catholic schools and
discern a plan for the continued renewal and strengthening
of our Catholic educational mission. Changes or shifts in
population, local economies, a new interest level among
parents and other factors warrant consideration for study
at the present time.
This Year of Discernment will be a collaborative effort
involving the entire Catholic school community, including
our priests, school leaders and educators, parishioners,
parents, and students, and will take place in three phases:
The first phase is the research of our reality. The
archdiocese, with the support of three reputable consulting
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firms, has begun to conduct a thorough study and detailed
analysis of the reality of our Catholic schools and the communities they serve. The study will culminate in a report
on the demographic and financial situation of our community, along with the community’s needs, challenges, and
opportunities.
The second phase will involve an analysis and discernment of our reality where we will be grappling with
key questions related to the purpose of our mission, asking
the Lord to show us where we need to strengthen and
renew it, and where we need to extend it in the years to
come, discerning the question, “What more does the Lord
need us to do?”
The final phase will entail the development of a
renewal plan that will be shared with the entire archdiocesan community approximately a year from now, laying
out the vision for how the community will work together
to strengthen and extend our Catholic educational mission
and the key dimensions for the renewal of our schools.
We ask for your prayers during this process and for us all
to be open to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit. May we all
embrace Mother Cabrini’s missionary zeal as the animating
spirit for the renewal of our Catholic schools in this new
apostolic age, captured by her words, “I will go anywhere
and do anything in order to communicate the love of Jesus
to those who do not know Him or have forgotten him.”
Stay up-to-date: denvercatholicschools.com
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Bottom Line Diaper Bank

Light of Life
5TH ANNUAL

TEA

DIAPER
DRIVE

The Marisol Tea benefits Marisol Health medical clinic
in Lafayette, which provides comprehensive health care
and access to a network of housing and
human services through Marisol Women’s Services.

Saturday, April 17, 2021
10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Sacred Heart of Mary Church | St. Bernard Hall
6739 S. Boulder Rd. | Boulder, CO

BOTTOM LINE DIAPER BANK
NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Catholic Charities Lenten Drive

Now through April 4, 2021

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

MICHAELANN MARTIN

Help us support one in three families
struggling to provide diapers to their children.

For tips on how to host a drive and to donate:

For sponsorships, tickets or additional information please contact
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720-799-9289.

ccdenver.org/diaper

ccdenver.org/marisoltea
ACROSS
1

Mary Magdalene
mistook the
risen Jesus
for this man

5 Members
of this are
often baptized at the
Easter vigil
8 “____ my
lambs”
(Jn 21:15)
10 Easter ____,
obligation
to receive
communion during
Easter
season
11 This was
rolled away
from the tomb
13 Jesus
cooked this
for the apostles after his
resurrection

14 ____ cloths
were all that
were left in
the tomb
17 Jesus is the
____ of God
18 Being who
sat upon
the rolledaway stone
20 Jesus ____
on the
third day
23 The risen
Jesus was
to meet the
apostles
at Galilee,
according to
this Gospel
24 “____ be
with you”
(Lk 24:36)
25 Easter flower

26 The ____
Mystery
27 He ran to the
tomb when
he heard
Jesus was
not there

1

2

3

4
5
6

7

8

9

10

11
12
13

14

15

16

DOWN
2 Word of
Easter joy
3 “Why do
you seek the
living one
among the
____?”
(Lk 24:5)
4 Number of
days from
Easter to
Pentecost
5 Jesus died
to ____ us
6 Liturgical
lead-in to
Easter
7 Easter proclamation,
“He is ____!”

17
18
20

19

21

22
23

24

25

26

27
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9 Easter is
observed on
the Sunday
following the
first full ____
of the vernal
equinox

15 Colorful
Easter find

20 The ___
Emmaus

16 Easter toppers, lyrically

21 The women
brought
these to
the tomb

12 Liturgical
color for
Easter

19 The tomb
on Easter
morning

18 Possible
Easter
month

22 Child’s
Easter
surprise
23 See 18D

THE CATHOLIC DIFFE RE NCE

The Easter explosion
BY GEORGE WEIGEL
Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center
in Washington, D.C.

L

et me adapt to recent circumstances a thought-experiment
theologian Hans Urs von
Balthasar proposed decades ago:
Imagine that a friend contracts a
severe case of COVID-19 and medicine can do no more for him. The
doctors inform his widowed mother
and us, so we gather with her for the
final scene in the drama of this life.
The ventilator is removed; the man
grows weaker from lack of breath and
whispers his final farewells. We hear
the death-rattle. Then he expires and
takes on the pallor of death.
The mortician prepares the body
for burial. With appropriate prayers,
we consign our friend to the earth
and, taking a cue from our Jewish
friends, toss a clod of earth onto his
coffin as it lies deep in the open grave.
The grave is then closed and we leave
for our homes, saddened, perhaps
a bit disoriented, remembering our
friend’s past and unsure about our
own futures.
Then two days later, our friend
suddenly stands before us, like one
just returned from a brief but important journey. He greets us by name.
Physical barriers like doors mean
nothing to him.
What would happen to us?
We would be stunned, incapable
of knowing the appropriate reaction:
shock, fear, overwhelming joy? What
is happening shatters the boundaries
of experience and strains emotion’s
limits to the breaking point. Reality
itself seems to be detonating around
us. We wonder: Can this be real? Then
our friend shows himself to us again
and again, whole and renewed. He
explains things as he used to do, eats
with us, challenges us to be greater
than we typically think we can be.
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He now seems to live in another
dimension of existence – thoroughly
human, but radiantly more so.
By placing ourselves imaginatively
in that situation today, we begin to
get some idea of what the friends of
Jesus experienced on Easter Sunday
and in the period between that explosive day and his leave-taking, 40 days
later. But there is more. For slowly
and haltingly, those who met the
Risen One, and those who believed
what his closest friends said about
him, came to understand that the
now transfigured Rabbi Jesus of Nazareth “truly was the son of God” (Mark
15:39).

What God had had
in mind for humanity
“ in the beginning”
(Genesis 1:1) had been
reclaimed by the Son of
God for all who believed
in him and bound
themselves to his cause.”
A man had returned from a journey to the realm of the dead. Death,
relentless in its finality, no longer had
the last word about the human condition. What God had had in mind for
humanity “in the beginning” (Genesis
1:1) had been reclaimed by the Son of
God for all who believed in him and
bound themselves to his cause.
So history now seemed quite different to those first believers. History
was no longer an arena of ultimate
personal defeat. History, and our
personal stories, they came to understand, played to a divine melody:
everlasting communion with the Creator, disclosed in the Resurrection.

What happened on Easter Sunday
was the most explosive experience in
human history, shattering all previous expectations of human destiny.
Before Easter, some of the philosophically inclined imagined an immortal
human soul; certain Jews expected
what they called the resurrection of
the dead at the end of history. But no
one expected this. For the Risen One
was not a disembodied spirit
(“…handle me and see, for a spirit has
not flesh and bones as you see I have”
(Luke 23:39), and the Risen One was
alive in history, such that history continued in a transformed key.
The first witnesses to the Resurrection were all Jewish and the
dramatic ways in which these early
Christians changed bear eloquent
witness to the explosive nature of
their experience of the Risen One. The
Sabbath had been sacrosanct; now
there was a new “Lord’s Day,” the Day
of Resurrection. They once expected
that the “end times” would ring down
the curtain on history and the Kingdom of God would begin; now, they
understood what Jesus had meant
when he taught them that “the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you”
(Luke 17:21) – they could live Kingdom life, life in union with God, here
and now, through communion with
the Lord Jesus in the Eucharist.
And their understanding of their
responsibilities changed. What they
had experienced demanded to be proclaimed and shared, as they grasped
the full implications of Jesus’s injunction, “Freely you have received, freely
you must give” (Matthew 10:8). They
must offer friendship with the Risen
One “to all nations” (Matthew 28:19).
The Easter explosion created a
communion of disciples in mission.
We are their heirs. We can bring light
to a darkened world if we believe with
the intensity they did.
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PRAYERS
THANK YOU

In thanksgiving to Saint Jude for prayers
answered. RMB

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

For April 2021 - Universal intention:
Fundamental rights - We pray for those
who risk their lives while fighting for
fundamental rights under dictatorships,
authoritarian regimes and even in
democracies in crisis.
Visit the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network
for more information, prayers and resources
at http://popesprayerusa.net

PRAYER AGAINST DEPRESSION

O Christ Jesus
When all is darkness
And we feel our weakness and
helplessness,
Give us the sense of Your Presence,
Your Love and Your Strength.
Help us to have perfect trust
In Your protecting love
And strengthening power,
So that nothing may frighten
or worry us,
For, living close to You,
We shall see Your Hand, Your Purpose, Your
Will through all things.

-St. Ignatius of Loyola

SERVICE DIRECTORY |

CLASSIFIEDS

CEMETERY PROPERTY

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

MOUNT OLIVET

HAVE A HEART TO SERVE THOSE IN
CRISIS? Join the chaplain team at Swedish

A crypt located in the beautiful, peaceful
Ascension Mausoleum: Tier D, Crypt 137.
Asking $6,250 or best offer; incl transfer
fee. Please call 303-520-7602. ET

MOUNT OLIVET - A lovely spot, west side
of cemetery in the sold out Sect 34: Blk 1,
Lot 18, Gr 8. Accommodates casket and/or
cremains. Asking $5,000 OBO; trans fee incl.
For more info, call Don 303-979-6754. DP

Medical Center in Englewood! Our volunteers respond to calls in the ER & do routine
patient visits M-F starting at 10am & 4pm.
Please contact Chaplain Gina Graves at
gina.graves@HealthONEcares.com

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - CALL FOR A QUOTE!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!! Service,

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

OLINGER CROWN HILL- NEW PRICE!!
Two plots Blk 68, Row 177, Lot D, Sp 3 &
4, AND two plots in Blk 5, Row 118, Lot D,
Sp 1 & 2. Only $2,000 ea + trans fee $595
ea. Call 303-960-9163 or email svdpden@
outlook.com.

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY

sale; will sell individually or in group. Best
reasonable offer and pay transfer of title
fees. Located with beautiful view of the
mountains. Call 720-505-0358. KU

Installation, Repair & Maintenance. We do it
all, from furnace certifications to air conditioners & water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned &
operated since 1957. Members of St. Joseph
Church for 40+ yrs. Please call 303-571-1171,
No.CO 970-482-7520. For important info &
news: heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible. Fast,
free pickup. Help those in need! Call 800322-8284 or visit www.svdpusacars.com

CONCRETE

The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for anyone in need in
our community. Donate DME items or
borrow wheelchairs, walkers, bath benches,
hospital beds & more. Visit DominicanHHA.
org or call 720-770-8470 for information.

MOUNT OLIVET
GRAVE SITES
TWO SITES IN A
DEVELOPED AREA W/
LIMITED AVAILABILITY
• Section 34, Block 3, Lot
39, Graves 4 & 5
• Asking $7,500 ea OBO;
current value is $8,500 ea
• Transfer fee included

Call 303-978-1377

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Driveways, patios & sidewalks.
Small jobs are welcome.
Senior discount!. References.
Call today! 303-429-0380

MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.
• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

HELPING YOU
Find Your Path Home
Our experienced Senior Transition Specialists are here to help you:
• Senior housing choices • VA Aid & Attendance
• Medicaid applications • Home care services
• Traveling Notary
• Senior real estate specialist
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CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF YOUR
HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

DONATIONS NEEDED

MOUNT OLIVET - Lovely niche in the
sold-out St. Francis of Assisi Mausoleum
with beautiful view of the lake: Sect 4, Tier
E, #3. $6200 incl trans fee; offers will be
entertained Please contact 303-906-0866.
SB

OLINGER CROWN HILL- Four plots for

AIR DUCT CLEANING, A/C
AND HEATING

Please call or visit: Lisa Weber 303-359-7418

H2H4seniors.com 9725 E. Hampden Ave.,Suite 100, Denver, CO 80231

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”

LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop
or change your
subscription...
CONTACT
303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org
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CLASSIFIEDS

CONTRACTOR

LAWN & YARD WORK

SPRINKLERS & SOD

HELP WANTED

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS

DIRECTOR OF MAINTENANCE

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all your
construction needs.

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbell

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING &
REMODELING - Spring Special: **$100

off any job over $1000** valid through end
of May!! Hardwood, Carpet, Tile - Sales &
Installation. Wood floor refinishing!
19 years in business. Call 303-996-1021

HANDYMAN
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, REPAIRS
Tile, paint and floors
Kitchens, basements, baths
Cheaper than a plumber
Call 303-668-3973

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email glark@
independentlivingsolutionsinc.com or call
303-463-8200.

Serving the Catholic community. Tree trimming & removal, trash removal, concrete
work, overall yard clean-up, gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service. Senior discount.
Please call 303-429-0380.

PLUMBING
DRAIN, PLUMBING, A/C OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Since 1998. Pro lawn sprinkler install &
repair, & sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TREE SERVICES
TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL

Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

TUTORING

720-298-0880 FOR SPRINKLERS
& PLUMBING!! Free instant quote!

Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

REMODELING
MDK REMODELING

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

MAXIMIZING POTENTIAL THROUGH
INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION - One-on-one

private tutoring for students at home
or online. Tutoring for small groups also
available. We are certified teachers serving
the metro area. Please call (303) 434-4125
or visit us www.proteacherstutoring.com

Our Lady of Lourdes in Denver is seeking
an experienced professional to lead our
maintenance and janitorial functions. This is
a great opportunity to be on mission with
a thriving parish. Visit Lourdesdenver.org
to learn more.

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC - for the

Cathedral of the Epiphany in Sioux City,
IA, full-time. Plan and execute the sacred
music for liturgies in English, Spanish & the
Extraordinary Form for the Cathedral, St.
Boniface & St. Joseph Churches. A Masters
in Sacred Music/Conducting or Organ
Performance is desirable. For a complete
job description and requirements, visit
sccathedral.org/sacredmusic. To apply, send
your resume to Very Rev. David Esquiliano,
Rector, 1000 Douglas St., Sioux City, IA 51105;
or email desquiliano@sccathedral.org.

HAVE A HEART TO SERVE THOSE IN
CRISIS? Join the chaplain team at Swedish

Medical Center in Englewood! Our volunteers respond to calls in the ER & do routine
patient visits M-F starting at 10am & 4pm.
Please contact Chaplain Gina Graves at
gina.graves@HealthONEcares.com

ROOFING
A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING
Free estimates. Roofing Contractor. Local
company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER REPAIR
Repairs are all I do! Wind damage and
fix leaks. Gutter repair and cleaning. 40
years exp. Free estimates. Please call
720-209-4589

Join our team!

Alternatives Pregnancy Center
is hiring!
• Part-time Sonographer, RDMS preferred,
experience required
• Full-time Client Services Director, Masters
Degree in Counseling or Social Work required
• Part-time Licensed, Registered Nurse

Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call today: 303-456-6898
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38 years of life-saving work
For more information, visit
YouhaveALTERNATIVES.org/Careers.

303.298.8815
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LOCAL NEWS

New archdiocesan
ministry offers help
and healing for adult
children of divorce
The Archdiocese of Denver now
offers various resources and hope for
these adults through the Adult Children of Divorce Ministry. This office
has been designed to help adults heal
from the trauma of their parents’
divorce or separation, and they utilize
two ministries in particular to achieve
this: Life-Giving Wounds and Restored.
“These two ministries help adult
children of divorce to see that they
are not alone,” said Carrie Keating,
NFP and Marriage Specialist at the
Archdiocese of Denver. “There are
others out there that can relate to
their experience. They help them
understand the ways in which they
have been affected and how they can
find healing for these wounds.”
For more information about these
ministries and more resources, visit:

archden.org/acod
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PHOTO PROVIDED

Linda Sosa
(left) stands
with Colorado
Governor
Jared Polis
(right), who
made a visit
to the vaccine
clinic at St.
Cajetan Parish
during the
weekend of
Feb. 5.

Governor Jared Polis visits St.
Cajetan vaccine clinic for the elderly
Despite the obstacles they face, thousands of elderly citizens from the Hispanic community gathered at St. Cajetan Parish in Denver to receive their first
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine last month.
Language, technology, transportation and even mistrust for the vaccine are
just some of the difficulties Hispanics face when deciding to get vaccinated.
However, thanks to Father Angel Perez and the dozens of volunteers from
St. Cajetan Parish who encouraged them to receive the COVID-19 vaccine,
elderly from the community were able to attend a drive-thru clinic at the
church during the weekend of Feb. 5 and get vaccinated.
Colorado Governor Jared Polis even showed up to show his support for the
parish’s efforts. Linda Sosa, parishioner at St. Cajetan for more than 30 years,
was one of the first people to support this initiative, and along with Father
Perez, they managed to get nearly 2,000 people to get their first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine.
“Many of our people don’t have health insurance, do not know how to register online, and don’t speak English,” Sosa told the Denver Catholic. “All these
obstacles stop them from seeking help all together. This is one of the main
reasons this initiative started.”

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
REVEREND WILL SCHMID has been granted Priestly Faculties and is exercising his priestly
ministry at the St. John Vianney Theological Seminary and at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, effective
January 1, 2021 until May 31, 2021. He is in residence in the Companions of Christ House in Denver,
Colorado.
REVEREND GABRIEL BAKKAR, C.F.R., has been granted a renewal of his Presbyteral Faculties and
has been reappointed for Mission and Ministry with the Fellowship of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS), effective immediately, until May 31, 2022.
REVEREND HERNAN FLOREZ ALBARRACIN, Pastor of St. Theresa Parish in Frederick, Colorado
will also be appointed Parochial Administrator of St. William Parish in Fort Lupton and Our Lady
of Grace Mission in Wattenburg, Colorado, during the Sabbatical of the Pastor, Reverend Grzegorz
Wójcik, effective June 1, 2021 until December 1, 2021.
REVEREND GRZEGORZ WÓJCIK, Pastor of St. William Parish in Fort Lupton and Our Lady of
Grace Mission in Wattenburg, Colorado, has been granted a sabbatical, effective June 1, 2021 until
December 1, 2021.
REVEREND MICHAEL FREIHOFER, Parochial Administrator of Guardian Angels Parish in Mead,
Colorado, has been granted a sabbatical, effective July 1, 2021 until December 31, 2021.
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“

I want my kids
and grandkids to
experience Jesus
Christ and His
Church that is alive
and thriving.

Your
LegacyPartner
The Catholic Foundation facilitates

Let’s connect and “create your legacy”

charitable giving for the long-term
benefit of donors, and parishes,
schools and ministries through:
• Planned Gifts
• Donor-Advised Funds
• Charitable Gift Annuities
• IRA Charitable Rollovers

Deacon
Steve Stemper
CEO & President

Lisa Kukura

Joshua Gideon

Senior Director of
Gift Planning

Senior Director of
Gift Planning

303.468.9885
Giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com
TheCatholicFoundation.com
@beyondyourlifetime

• Gifts of cash, stock, real estate, etc.

Call us today!
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*The Catholic Foundation is a legally separate
41
entity from the Archdiocese of Denver.

A B O U T

T H E

C OV E R

The suffering of the
cross fades behind
the glory of Christ
resurrected.

The title on the cover is
derived from St. Paul’s
words: “For freedom
Christ has set us free;
stand fast therefore,
and do not submit
again to a yoke of
slavery.” (Galatians 5:1)

The red rocks are
modeled after Red
Rocks Amphitheater.
This is the Denver
Catholic, after all!
Their positioning
calls to mind the
broken temple and
torn temple veil from
Christ’s crucifixion.

Christ resurrected,
with Mother Mary and
John the Beloved.
Through Jesus Christ
flows living water. This
water baptizes us into
the faith, which leads
us through the deserts
of life.

The sea behind Jesus
is the cleansing water
of the flood, with
the rainbow that
marked God’s Second
Covenant forming the
orb around Christ.

Young vegetation along
the living water is the
new life that comes
from following the way
of Jesus Christ.

The skull signifies
Golgotha, the “place
of the skull,” where
Christ was crucified.
It is a memento mori
and is decaying into
the sand after death
was conquered by
Christ. “Where, O
death, is your sting?”
(1 Corinthians 15:55)
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The doors to Hades
(death) are “blown
apart” by Christ, and
no longer defend hell
from the power of God.
These are typically
seen in Catholic icon
artwork.

PART 1

PART 2

PART 3

FEBRUARY

APRIL

MAY
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