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ARCHBISHOP ’ S COLU MN

Now is the time to
remember your story
BY ARCHBISHOP
SAMUEL J. AQUILA
Follow Archbishop
Aquila on Social
|
media:

W

hen one is close to the events of
history, it can be hard to have an
objective perspective on their significance, but it does seem that recent events place
us at an inflection point for our country and the
Church in America, which makes it an important moment to remember our story.
For that reason, I am dedicating three issues
of the Denver Catholic and two of El Pueblo Catolico to retelling the story of how we got here, the
story of who we are and who we are called to
be. This reminder of our story and our identity
is crucial for us to navigate the challenges that
will confront us.
I begin this effort by looking at how God
created us and why the world is so troubled and
broken.
We all know the Creation story of God calling
forth the earth, the moon and sun, the plants,
and animals, and finally, his creation of Adam
and Eve as his greatest masterpiece. But do
we remember that God created us out of love,
not need, or that we are made to be in communion with each other and God himself ?
Even more astonishing, do we remember that
God made us with eternal souls and desires for

us to become like him in glory in Heaven?
These facts can seem distant and abstract
from our daily lives that don’t yet partake in
that glory and experience of all-encompassing love. Thankfully, we only need to look at
the many wonders that fill our planet to get a
glimpse of God’s power, creativity and goodness. To look at the beauty of a sunset, the
intricacy of the smallest microscopic creature,
or to stand on top of a 14,000-foot mountain
and gaze at all that surrounds leads us to appreciate God’s beauty, the intricacy of his creation
and fills us with wonder. And if you look up to
the sky, you can see some of the 70 sextillion
stars in the universe that he made. To grasp the
magnitude of that number, you can think of the
fact that it’s 10 times more than the number of
grains of sand on Earth’s deserts and beaches.
Think of it – that is only counting the stars, not
any planets orbiting those stars. Indeed, our
God is awesome and all-powerful, and just like
he made the universe, he made YOU.
This naturally begs the question, “If God is so
powerful, then why is the world so messed up?”
The short answer is that God gave us and the
angels free will so that our love for him and the

... Jesus came in the unassuming form of a child to rescue us. He came, as
the early Church Fathers said, to do battle against sin, death and Satan."
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rest of Creation would be genuine, something we chose,
mirroring God’s own love. Part of being made in his image
and likeness is to love, beginning with receiving his unconditional love for us. The risk of genuinely free love, though,
is that it can be corrupted and doubted. And that is what
happened with Satan when he tempted Adam and Eve to
distrust God’s goodness, and this has been passed on to us.
The events of 2020 should be convincing enough evidence for anyone questioning the effects of this break
from God that sin and its effects are real. By believing the
lie that we can be happy and better off apart from God,
we allow ourselves to become enslaved to our sins. We
become tyrants. If you think about it, each appetite and
desire claims increasing amounts of control over our lives
as we indulge it. If we are honest, we realize that in the
end, we are outgunned. None of us can escape the ultimate
consequence of man’s separation from God: death. This is
our story, but it is not the end of the story.
Thankfully, God’s love for us did not end with the original fall from grace or our ongoing failures to love as he
does. As we just celebrated at Christmas, Jesus came in the
unassuming form of a child to rescue us. He came, as the
early Church Fathers said, to do battle against sin, death
and Satan.
In the next edition of the Denver Catholic magazine and
El Pueblo Catolico, we will dive deeper into Jesus’ mission
and remember how he rescues us.

JOIN ME FOR...

“

I want my kids and grandkids to
experience Jesus Christ and His
Church that is alive and thriving.

Your
LegacyPartner
The Catholic Foundation facilitates
charitable giving for the long-term benefit
of donors, and parishes, schools and
ministries through:
•
•
•
•
•

Planned Gifts
Donor-Advised Funds
Charitable Gift Annuities
IRA Charitable Rollovers
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Call us today for a FREE consultation.

303.468.9885 • TheCatholicFoundation.com
If you want to walk through our story – your story – in
a deeper, compelling and beautiful way, I encourage
you to watch and participate in The Search with
Chris Stefanick. You can participate as an individual
or create a small discussion group with family and
friends. Additionally, I will appear on Chris' show The
Life You Were Made For on Feb. 18 to discuss The
Search with him, and I invite you to tune in.
To learn more, see page 15 and visit

Deacon
Steve Stemper

Lisa
Kukura

Joshua
Gideon

archden.org/the-search/
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RE LIGION AND HAPPINESS

Finding true
happiness in a world
trapped by despair
As the poster year for hardship that
was 2020 came to a much-anticipated
end, a rather telling Gallup poll about
happiness quietly passed under
the radar. In a year where many
people across all demographics
reported a decrease in overall
mental health, one group reported
an increase: regular churchgoers.

T
BY AARON
LAMBERT
Managing Editor of
the Denver Catholic
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he poll was the latest in a yearly Health
and Healthcare survey that Gallup has
conducted since 2001 in which they
ask Americans to assess their own mental or
emotional wellbeing as excellent, good, fair or
poor. While those who rate their mental health
positively has historically always fallen within
the range of 81 to 89 percent, 2020 marked a
new low. Seventy six percent of Americans rated
their mental health positively as 2020 concluded, down nine points from 2019.

In layman’s terms, what this poll showed is
that Americans were less happy in 2020 than
they’ve been in quite some time. It’s not surprising; the COVID-19 pandemic forced everybody into isolation, requiring the sacrifice of
face-to-face, human connection for a less gratifying virtual counterpart. Many of the normal
activities that keep people’s spirits up, such as
working out at the gym or seeing a movie at the
movie theater were also stripped away, leaving
people with fewer outlets to depend upon for
contentment.
The survey also looked at the changes in
Americans’ rating of their mental health as
excellent between 2019 and 2020 according to
different demographic groups: Gender, political
party, religious service attendance, race, marital
status, age and household income. Across the
board, every single group saw a downward trend
of those who rated their mental health as excellent – all of them, except for one.
The only group to see an upward trend in
reporting excellent mental health in 2020 were
those who identified as religious and said they
attended church every week. This group also
had the highest level of excellent mental health
compared to all of the other sub-groups.
FEBRUARY 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

A DESPAIRING TREND
While the pandemic may have amplified
the hopelessness many Americans report feeling, data suggests that the catalyst for this
decreased mental health existed well before
COVID-19 hit our shores. In April 2020, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
published a study that found the national suicide rate had increased by 35 percent between
1999 and 2018. What’s worse is that the rate by
which people commit suicide became greater
after 2006, with an average increase of 2.1 percent each year. Perhaps most sobering of all,
the CDC has reported for at the least the past
10 years that suicide – classified as “intentional
self-harm – is among the top 10 leading causes
of death in the United States, a country with the
highest standard of living ever in human history. Even more sobering is the fact that suicide
is the second leading cause of death for people
ages 10-34 – the very age range with the highest
concentration of “nones.”
Suicide is most closely linked with poor
mental health, but yet another 2020 study shed
greater light on these “deaths of despair” and
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found that a despairing mind is not necessarily
always linked to a mental disorder. The study
was conducted in the wake of the release of the
book Deaths of Despair and the Future of Capitalism, and researchers developed a “despair scale”
which measured levels of despair among young
people based on seven despair indicators.
What they found was both fascinating and
alarming; despair – the leading cause of suicide,
which is strongly correlated with drug abuse
and alcoholism – is more appropriately linked
to a downhearted state of mind than to mental
disorders such as depression or anxiety. And
while the pandemic may have contributed to
this widespread despair, it is certainly not the
sole cause. Anne Case, one of the co-authors of
Deaths of Despairs, poignantly observed: “Deaths
of despair are a long-term phenomenon that
will be with us after the COVID-19 crisis is over.”
While the evidence is not conclusive, these
findings still beg the question: could it be that
our society’s growing rejection of God and
the subsequent rise of measurable despair are
related? ⊲

Ever more
people
today
have the
means to
live, but no
meaning to
live for.”
VICTOR FRANKL
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FINDING MEANING IN SUFFERING
“The overall trend makes just perfect sense to me, for a
couple of reasons,” said Dr. Jim Langley, a clinical psychologist and Executive Director of St. Raphael’s Counseling.
“The main reason is that in a godless world, suffering makes
absolutely no sense. There’s no meaning to it. There’s no
purpose for it. So as a culture, when we encounter something that affects us on such a large scale, the secular mind
really can only think of it as pointless, meaningless suffering.
There’s no reason for it. There’s no reason to grow through
it. Because of that, you experience this learned helplessness.
And that’s actually a huge part of what’s going on.”
Dr. Langley referenced a psychological study conducted
in 1967 at the University of Pennsylvania where dogs were
placed on floors that administered mild electric shocks.
When the dogs were shocked, they tried to escape; however, upon realizing there was no means to get away, the
dogs simply gave up and laid there, only to continue being
shocked. Even when the researchers opened the door to
give the dogs an out, they’d continue laying there – they
wouldn’t do anything to help themselves.
“That’s a big part of what I think is going on in society, is we don’t have any meaning or purpose behind this
challenge,” Dr. Langley explained. “There’s no reason for
spiritual growth.
“But contrast that with a religious person,” Dr. Langley
continued. “We can see that there is meaning in suffering
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and I can understand the purpose of spiritual growth, even
through times of struggle. Most faiths, but especially the
Christian faith, teaches you that your life is not about just
getting everything you want and remaining in control. Its
message is pretty opposite of the secular world.”
Beyond just the notion of forfeiting control to the divine,
the Christian message is also one that gives life a greater
meaning than what the secular mind purports. In fact, from
a purely psychological standpoint, there are countless studies which have shown that religious people lead happier,
more fulfilling lives overall than those who are not religious.
“It’s interesting that the world rejects religion so much,
because research shows that there’s so many psychological protective factors that lead to happiness and peace and
increased mental health,” Dr. Langley explained. “The biggest one is the idea that religion provides a built-in value
system that works. Purely secular values can make you
feel happy in the short term and yet in the long run, what
people long for is fulfillment. We’re not looking for happiness, we’re actually looking for fulfillment.”
As those with a healthy prayer life will also attest,
there are many studies which have also found that those
who maintain regular spiritual practices such as prayer
or meditation have healthier psychological makeups and
are therefore more psychologically resilient in general, Dr.
Langley said.
FEBRUARY 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

We’re made for relationship, and
it’s relationships that give our lives
meaning. ... Meaningful relationships,
our intimate relationships,
our family and ultimately, our
relationship with God.”
FATHER BRYAN DUGGAN

MADE FOR RELATIONSHIP
To believe there is “something” rather than “nothing” is
empowering for human beings. As Father Bryan Duggan puts
it, it allows us to abandon the sense of control that is so inherent in each of us and admit that we are powerless without
God, who is ultimately the one who’s in control of our lives.
“Someone who is living in relationship with God has a
healthy sense of, ‘there’s some things in my life that I can
control and there’s some things that I really do abandon to
divine providence,’” said Father Duggan, who is a priest of
Diocese of Vancouver and a doctoral candidate currently
interning with St. Raphael.
Father Duggan referred to the example of Victor Frankl,
the Austrian psychiatrist and Holocaust survivor who is
best known for pioneering logotherapy, a school of psychotherapy which describes a search for a life meaning as
the central human motivational force. Frankl described his
experience of surviving various Nazi concentration camps
in his bestselling book, Man’s Search for Meaning.
“[Frankl] observed that those who found a reason to live
were more likely to survive [in the concentration camps],
and [he] observed this in himself,” Father Duggan said.
“He found a reason, some meaning in his life that kept him
going and kept him with some sense of hope, even when it
seemed like all hope was lost.”
For Frankl, it was his relationship with his wife, Tilly
Grosser, that kept him going while he suffered at the hands
of the Nazis. Frankl was simply searching for what we’re all
searching for: A reason to live. In Man’s Search for Meaning,
Frankl wrote, “Ever more people today have the means to
live, but no meaning to live for.” While this remains ever
truer in 2021, Father Duggan urged that it doesn’t have to
remain this way.
“There’s always that desire for more, for our lives to be
meaningful. I think it’s getting in touch with that and being
honest with ourselves about where that is manifest in our
lives and really engaging with that question of, ‘Why do I
get up in the morning?’ ‘What is meaningful for me in my
life?’” Father Duggan concluded. “Ultimately, we’re made
for relationship, and it’s relationships that give our lives
meaning. [It’s] prioritizing those meaningful relationships,
our intimate relationships, our family and ultimately, our
relationship with God.”

New Year,
New Home!
Reserve your apartment today
with a $20.21 move-in fee.*
For more information, call our
trusted advisors today at
720.909.3814.

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado

HomeIsHere.org
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IN THE B EGINNING

The Marvelous

God’s

BY KATIE PREJEAN MCGRADY
Katie Prejean McGrady is an international Catholic speaker and award-winning author. She writes regularly for Catholic
News Service, Blessed is She, and Our Sunday Visitor, and is the host of Ave Explores, a podcast and multimedia program
from Ave Maria Press. Katie lives in Lake Charles, La., with her husband, Tommy, and daughters, Rose and Clare.

8

FEBRUARY 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Goodness of

Creation
N

early every morning, on the way to school,
my three-year-old daughter shouts from
the backseat, “Wook at the sky, mom!”
The orange-pink glow of the sky is uniquely
beautiful, a view that captivates us as we take the
exit for Enterprise Boulevard and turn onto a pothole riddled street lined with gorgeous hundredyear-old oak trees.
Mesmerized by the sunrise, Rose will often
tell me how much she loves looking at the sky.
Blissfully unaware of the sun, my four-monthold daughter, Clare, babbles, screams, or sleeps
in her car seat, while I, driving, sip my hopefully
still warm coffee and marvel at the majesty of this
mundane moment.

DENVER CATHOLIC | FEBRUARY 2021

That we have a sunrise to gaze upon at all
is a miracle. That we notice and appreciate it
is another miracle, too. And that we have the
chance to be here, with beating hearts, and buzzing brains – miraculous as well.
We exist.
What a profound thing to say.
We are here. Existing. Breathing. Learning.
Speaking. Choosing. Loving. Living.
And each moment of this life, the mundane
moments, the overwhelming ones, those out of
the ordinary, or the ones simple as can be, are
moments wherein we can recall the majesty,
grandeur, and goodness of the creator who gives
and sustains this life. ⊲

9

We open the Bible and the first lines invite
us to ponder a marvelous moment, that in the
beginning – when there was literally nothing
but him – God spoke into being all there is
before us. He called into being the light, crafting the very same sun that I now look at each
morning. And every time I see that sun, or feel
the wind blowing, or hear the sounds of music
echoing, taste a delicious meal, watch my children drift off to sleep – in each moment of this
life, I’m reminded that none of this, not a
single bit of it, had to happen.
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It is entirely unnecessary, but also not just
a random accident. It was – it is – a precise,
thoughtful, intentional life that we can live
because God chose for us to live it. He chose to
create.
God, infinite and perfect in and of himself,
did not need to create anything. He’s in want of
nothing. God does not need the sun so he can
see, or food to eat so he can have energy, or eight
hours of sleep in a pitch dark, 68-degree room so
he can function in the morning. He needs none
of those things that we rely on.
Nor did he need you and I, with our failures
and flaws and doubts and dumb decisions.
And yet here is that sun and here I am staring
at it, with my children staring at it too.
Creation, and all of life itself, is a remarkable
gift, and we would do well to ponder the beautiful reality that God created not out of necessity,
but out of abundant, unfettered, generous love.
He wanted to do it.
As simplistic and childish as it may sound –
God wanted to share.
He wanted light to shine and a chill to nip
through the air. He wanted giraffes with their
long necks and purple tongues and elephants

with their giant feet and tiny tails to wander the
plains. He wanted sunrises and sunsets to color
the sky, fluffy clouds peppered throughout the
brilliant blue background. He wanted food to fill
our stomachs, music to ring through our ears,
the smell of fresh baked cookies to waft through
the house, a warm blanket to wrap around our
shoulders.

Creation, and all of life itself, is a
remarkable gift, and we would do well
to ponder the beautiful reality that God
created not out of necessity, but out of
abundant, unfettered, generous love."
God spoke the words, “Let there be…” and
things came into being. Something, from nothing, save for his voice into the literal darkness.
The first few chapters of Genesis tell us this
story of the God who created, who spoke things ⊲

$1,000,000

20 20

in emergency funds
to our parishes
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WE MET OUR 2020 GOAL!
Your generosity allowed
the Archdiocese to go above
and beyond to serve others
and share the Gospel
in a difficult year.
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This is not merely a child’s fairy tale we recite to offer simplistic
comfort that all this stuff surrounding us didn’t just appear
randomly. This is the story of God’s awesome power, a snapshot
of what only he can do: create something from nothing."
into existence, and placed man in the middle of it all to
have mastery over it. This first book of Scripture invites
us to contemplate this remarkable mystery of creation. It
isn’t just a story to read passively. It’s a miracle to ponder.
We read of God speaking light into being, of creating birds
of the air, fish of the sea, all manner of creepy-crawly
things. And then we hear of God forming, out of the dust
of the earth, man – in his image and likeness, breathing
into him the very breath of life, setting him apart from
everything else he made. And then, making for man a companion, someone his equal to stand beside him, bone of his
bone, flesh of his flesh.
This is not merely a child’s fairy tale we recite to offer
simplistic comfort that all this stuff surrounding us didn’t
just appear randomly. This is the story of God’s awesome
power, a snapshot of what only he can do: create something from nothing. But, the book of Genesis is not a science textbook either. Of course, anything is possible for
God, but the manner or timeframe in which he spoke all
of creation into being is irrelevant when understanding
the Book of Genesis. The story is not meant to be read as
a factual recitation of God’s creation to-do list. It is a story
meant to invite us into wonder and awe at how and why
God creates, but not precisely the mechanism of doing it.
But because our world has lost its sense of wonder and
awe, many write it off. They claim it to be fiction. They
insist it’s a factual retelling, not a powerful allegory, and
simply claim that it could never happen, so it must be
ignored. How pitiful, to walk through life assuming everything around us was pure accident, and not a purposefully
crafted physical world, made for you and me. As people
of faith, we read this story of creation, pouring over these
words in Scripture, with eyes of faith, with hearts open
to the mystery, with a mind ready to be shaped by God’s
good power.
We can read Genesis with knowledge that it is true,
simply because everything around us gives evidence that
God did create, and did so for us to be swept up in his
power and love. The Book of Genesis, and the exploration
and explanation of God’s creative power, brings us into
the mystery of God’s love. We learn of a love that could not
help but create. A love of us, love for us, love that is meant
to be given back.
We read Genesis, reciting it almost from memory
because it is so familiar, and are not only aware of what

12

God did, or even how he did it, but are told why. God created all of this, and created man, so that we can delight
in this created world, be shocked by its goodness, overwhelmed with its grandeur, and love God in return the
same way he has loved us.
Genesis tells us of this created world, made by a generous and loving creator, existing for you and I to taste,
smell, see, touch, and hear our way through it, and we are
compelled to love with our whole hearts the very God who
tells us this story.
God didn’t simply create and plop us into creation. He
created it all, made us, set us here, and then tells us how
and why he did so. He wants us to know him, and know all
of this! He could not keep it to himself, neither the creating or the telling of the creating! And hearing that – knowing that – inspires us to love him in return.
It is all here – you, and I, and even the very story of creation we hear – because of the abundant and perfect love
FEBRUARY 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

of the Lord that could not be contained.
We can’t reflect on the Gospel without first
contemplating this mystery of God’s love compelling him to create. To fully mediate upon the
mystery of God living and dying and resurrecting
for us, a project we should all undertake, we have
to first think on the creative power of the one
who lived, died, and rose from the dead. If we
want to orient our lives to be centered entirely
around his love and plan for our salvation, we
have to first recall that we are saved in this created world, spoken into being, where that same
Word spoken came to dwell among us.
As we drive to school and look at the sunrise
each morning, I marvel at the gorgeous hues of
pink and orange, the occasional purple or red
splashing against the clouds. And I am enamored with the little girls sitting in the backseat,
DENVER CATHOLIC | FEBRUARY 2021

thinking thoughts and making noise, their
lives a snapshot of God’s goodness and creative
power. I delight in the 80’s music pumping
through the stereo that makes us all dance in
our seats. I breathe a sigh of thanks as the hot
coffee wakes me up. I rejoice in the gift of the
classmates my daughter will spend her day
with, and I rest in the reality that all of it – every
little thing surrounding me, from the bright
beaming sun to the tiny baby sitting behind me,
exists because God wants it to exist. He created
it all – he spoke it all into being – purely out of
love for you and for me, making a perfect gift of
himself.
Count it all as grace that we are here, and it is
good that we are, because it is what God wants
most of all. And because of his desire for us, we
cannot help but love him back.
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TAKE A DEEPER DIVE
Interested in the themes of this magazine? These five selections will help you learn
more about Catholic happiness, God's creation, or the effects of the fall.

Rescued
by Father John
Riccardo

Finding True
Happiness:
Satisfying Our
Restless Hearts
by Father Robert
Spitzer, S.J.

The Problem
of Pain
by C.S. Lewis

The Evidential
Power of Beauty:
Science and
Theology Meet
by Father Thomas
Dubay, S.M.

Making Sense out
of Suffering
by Peter Kreeft

2021-2022 Enrollment is open for Preschool – Grade 8

Come see what STM Catholic School is all about!
St. Thomas More Catholic School provides a rigorous academic
program, with concentration on the core curriculum of math, language
arts, social studies, science and religion. In addition, we offer a wellrounded program of music, art, physical education and technology.
Our Preschool offers an age-appropriate, thematic unit curriculum
as the vehicle for fostering a love of learning while meeting the
curriculum goals and objectives. We accept children 2½ to 5 years of
age and offer 3 schedule options.
Our students continually rank in the top 10% in the nation on the Iowa
Assessment testing and 1.5+ years above grade level. We have the
distinction of receiving the National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.
ST. THOMAS MORE
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Call 303.770.0441 to set up your
individualized tour at STM Catholic School.

One Faith One School One Family

7071 E Otero Ave |Centennial, CO 80112 | www.stmcatholic.org

Taking care of each other is
what community is all about.
We’re proud to serve our community
with personal, compassionate care.
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303-451-6674

LE NTE N COMMITME NT

The Search could make this Lent
your most meaningful ever
Lent isn't just a time to give something up; it's a time to tap into life's greatest
questions, search for meaning and ultimately, reencounter the Lord.
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ
Managing Editor of El Pueblo Católico

A

s many parishes try to figure out how to make
Lent a meaningful time for their parishioners to
encounter the beauty and power of the Gospel
message in this unique moment in history, the Archdiocese of Denver has partnered with Real Life Catholic and
the Augustine Institute to bring The Search to the Archdiocese of Denver faithful, a deep and beautifully filmed series
that can help people journey through what could be one of
their most meaningful Lenten seasons ever.
The Search is a seven-part video series produced by the
Augustine Institute and hosted by Chris Stefanick that
delves into life’s greatest questions: “Why are we here?
What is life all about? What happens when we die? Where
can we find answers to these questions and these desires?”
People of all backgrounds can expect to find plenty to
ponder on throughout this meaningful journey with host
Chris Stefanick and other experts from the fields of science, medicine, psychology, art and religion.
“What The Search does really well is that it doesn’t
assume anything. It addresses the most fundamental
questions of the faith that we think people have already
understood, but, in reality, they’re questions all of us need
to reencounter at different points in our lives,” said Tim
Glemkowski, Director of Strategy in the Archbishop’s
Office for the Archdiocese of Denver. “These are the questions people are really asking. Sometimes we have a deep
understanding of the really intellectual answers, but we
may be answering questions that people aren’t asking.”
Through its personal approach, The Search can have a
lot to say to Catholics and non-Catholics alike.
“We think The Search would certainly do very well for
an audience that is looking for the truth and looking for
answers, but that hasn’t really landed on the fact that
Jesus might have the answers to all the questions of the
longings of the human heart,” Glemkowski said. “But in
reality, there are also so many Catholics sitting in our
pews who really need to reencounter this Gospel message,
because many of us haven’t really sat with it to the point
that it has overwhelmed us and brought us to that decision to personally entrust our entire life to Jesus.”
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The Archdiocese of Denver is one of seven dioceses collaborating with Real Life Catholic to bring this message to
the faithful and others during the season of Lent. As part
of the collaboration, each of the seven bishops will join
Stefanick individually on his show The Life You Were Made
For throughout Lent to talk about a specific topic in The
Search and share their own conversion story. Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila will appear on the show during the first
week of Lent on Feb. 18.
“The Archdiocese of Denver thought this was an
important initiative to highlight because, on the one hand,
we think the message is critical for the moment…. We’re
moving into an age of apostolic mission, where once again,
the Church finds herself in a place to propose the Gospel
to the culture, instead of presupposing that every individual knows it,” Glemkowski said. “On the other hand, we
have an opportunity to really encounter the core Gospel
message through a medium that makes sense for right
now, given the reality of COVID-19.”
The Search is available for free for parishes with Formed.
org. However, the Augustine Institute has provided The
Search for free to all Archdiocese of Denver Parishes and
their parishioners during this Lent and is also offering
participant guides with 25 percent off and free shipping
from Catholic.Market. All you need is the promo code
ARCHDEN.
The archdiocese is encouraging people to form small
groups that meet in person or via Zoom to go through The
Search during Lent. It could be an already existing small
group, or a new group made up of family or friends. If you
would like to journey through this Lent using The Search
as your guide, either individually or in a small group, visit
archden.org/the-search for more details.
“All of us need community right now and all of us need
to reencounter the Gospel message. I would encourage
everyone to visit archden.org/the-search, and to not be
afraid to go out into the deep and to reach out to other
friends or family members,” Glemkowski concluded. “I
think we’re all waiting for someone else to go first, but I
think the call for us as Catholics is to be vulnerable enough
to go first and say, ‘Hey, I would like to do this with you.’”
For more information, visit

archden.org/the-search
15

THE FALL

What
went
wrong?
God created us out of love –
so why does it seem like
our world is full of hate?

O
BY DEBBIE
HERBECK
Author, Speaker
and Founder of the
Be Love Revolution
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ne of my favorite things to do with
my small grandchildren is to tell them
a story. No matter how simplistic or
fantastical the plot is, they are always delighted
and enthralled. We all love stories because we
are made for them.
Our individual stories unfold to us daily,
yet we are also part of a larger cosmic drama
marked by themes of hope and betrayal, danger
and courage, love and sacrifice, battle and restoration. Tragically, the truth and beauty of the
Christian story has been abandoned by our
culture and replaced by a narrative that regards
Christianity with doubt, ridicule, and hostility.
More than ever, we need to understand the timeless truths of this Story, claim its promises, and
convey it to others with clarity and conviction.
Before we can fully appreciate the Good News
of freedom and restoration, we must acknowledge our condition of utter hopelessness

without our Savior. St. Paul describes all of us as
dead in our sins — captive slaves of an evil prince,
and disobedient children of wrath. (See Ephesians 2:1-3. How did this story, so full of beauty,
hope, and promise take such a tragic turn?)
Christianity teaches that this Great Story has
an Author who is good. In his loving desire to
share his goodness, God created realities other
than himself. He gave the angels intelligent
minds and free wills to serve him in heaven and
minister to his people. He created the material
world to express his power and beauty. Finally,
the Creator’s pièce de résistance, made in his very
image were Adam and Eve. He gifted them with
immortal souls, reason, and free will.1 Their role
was to tend the garden of the material world
— not merely to live happily in Paradise, but to
share in God’s divine life.
1 GENESIS 1:26FF
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THOMAS COLE |
EXPULSION FROM
THE GARDEN OF
EDEN, 1828

The Devil could not force Adam and Eve into rebellion
and servitude, but once they made their fateful choice,
they were no longer free to avoid the consequences."

ENEMY-OCCUPIED TERRITORY
It doesn’t take exceptional powers
of observation to see that God’s original intention for his creation has taken
a dreadful turn. A world intended to
reflect his beauty, love, and goodness
is filled with pain, violence, betrayal,
and loss. In this past year alone, escalating disease, addiction, economic
hardship, social unrest, suicide, and
crippling fear confirm what we all
know deep down. Something has
gone terribly wrong and we can’t fix it.
Science, technology, politics, wealth,
and influence cannot rectify our
deep-rooted human disorder. If we are
honest, we know our problems aren’t
just the result of flawed systems. We
are self-centered and often filled with
fear, suspicion, shame, and envy; we
DENVER CATHOLIC | FEBRUARY 2021

fail most when it comes to love. We
have all sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.2 We are captives, casualties of a war that began in heaven long
before time began.
C.S. Lewis aptly described our
world as “enemy-occupied territory.”3
This enemy, called the Devil or Satan,
is not a symbolic metaphor for evil or
a made-up character. The villain of
our story is real and his strategy is to
enslave and destroy us. Scripture tells
us that Lucifer was a glorious angel.
Faced with the choice to embrace his
created nature and play a role in the
story, or to declare independence from
his creator and become the center of
his own story, Lucifer chose to rule
rather than to serve. Filled with pride
and envious of his maker and the

exalted destiny of humanity, Lucifer led his legions of angels in a war
against Michael the Archangel and the
loyal angelic army. Defeated and banished from the divine presence, the
devil “was hurled to the earth, and his
angels with him”4 and he “went off to
make war against . . . those who obey
God’s commandments and hold to
the testimony of Jesus.”5 Satan turned
his attention, and the full force of his
malice and rage upon the crown of
God’s creation. Lurking in the Garden,
he waited for his revenge through the
temptation of Adam and Eve. ⊲
2 ROMANS 3:23
3 MERE CHRISTIANITY BY C.S. LEWIS
4 REVELATION 12:9
5 REVELATION 12:17
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PARADISE LOST

CURSED BY SIN

“The Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may freely
eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it
you shall die.’”6
God gave our first parents free will because he knew that
real love cannot be forced or commanded; it must be freely
chosen. The prohibition of the one tree was intended to
test their hearts, not to withhold good from them. Would
they trust their Father’s good intentions toward them and
embrace the life he offered, or would they listen to the
Father of Lies?7 Satan assured Eve that she would not die
if she ate the fruit, but in fact the opposite would happen:
she would become like God!8 This clever liar insinuated
that God was jealous of her and was keeping her from her
true fulfillment. Her own happiness could only be ensured
by seizing it for herself. As Eve and then Adam grasped the
forbidden fruit, they chose to believe a fundamental lie that
they would pass on to their descendants.
“’There is only one temptation,’” wrote Monsignor
Lorenzo Albacete. “’It is the temptation to believe that
the fulfillment of the desires of the human heart depends
entirely on us.’ It’s the temptation to deny God’s Fatherhood, to deny that God will provide the fulfillment for
which we long as a gift… God is not coming through for
you…If you want satisfaction, you have to take matters
into your own hands.”9

The Devil could not force Adam and Eve into
rebellion and servitude, but once they made
their fateful choice, they were not free to avoid
the consequences. Like a deadly virus, sin and
death entered the world and the God-given
glory of humanity began to fade. Worse than
physical death was the rupture in their relationship with God. In shame, they run away to hide
from their creator, and Satan completes the trap
he has set through a cycle of lies, accusations,
strife, division, temptation and discouragement.
The whole history of humanity, including you
and I, is now marked by alienation and darkness, an unfulfilled longing for communion, and
the desperate striving for happiness apart from
God. This is the biblical vision of our condition:
We are living under a curse we can’t change and
a spell we can’t break. Paradise has been lost,
captives taken, and there is no way out. But
wait…doesn’t every great story have a rescue?

6 GENESIS 2:16-17
7 JOHN 8:44
8 GENESIS 3:4-5
9 CORTHOUGHTS243, BLOG BY CHRISTOPHER WEST.

Just one call does it all!
New Homes and Amenities

NOW OPEN at Wind Crest
Life at the premier senior living
community in Highlands Ranch just got
even better! New homes are now open
and feature upgraded finishes, plus
access to new amenities like a restaurant,
bar, new courtyard with outdoor dining,
putting green, and bocce court. This is
our final neighborhood, so don’t wait to
secure the stylish retirement you’ve earned.

14324326_DCM

Call 1-888-518-5237 for your free brochure
and to schedule your tour.

WindCrestRetirement.com

Wind Crest, Inc., a nonprofit organization, is solely responsible for fulfilling
financial responsibilities to residents under the contract. Wind Crest is within
the network of communities developed and managed by Erickson Living.®
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BBB A+ rated for over 30 years
Same owner and operator for 30+years

CALL TODAY TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT!

303-428-8550

• Patios Covers
• Sunrooms
• Carports
• Custom Garages
• Custom Remodeling

10%Discount

THIS AD
WHEN YOU MENTION

• Basement Finishing
• Additions
• Windows
• Roofing at prices you can afford!

Westec has been serving Colorado for 30+ years.
Same owner, one location, licensed, bonded and insured.

2850 W 92nd Ave.
Denver, CO 80260
westec-builders.com
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Working with you to move your business forward.
When it comes to adding value for our clients, what makes Gallagher different? Our people.
We take your risks and your programs personally, and we always strive for the best results,
whether we’re consulting, brokering the best possible deal or making sure a claim outcome
goes beyond ordinary expectations.
At Gallagher, our expertise spans nearly every industry, and leverages data and analytics tools
to create the right program for you today, as well as the right plan for a stronger tomorrow.

Discover how we can help you face your future with confidence.

$5.7B+
Total adjusted Brokerage
& Risk Management
revenues (2019)

33,000+
Employees worldwide

950+

Offices in 49 countries

150+

Countries served

We are a Fortune 500,
S&P 500 company.

Insurance | Risk Management | Consulting
303-773-9999 | Toll Free: 800-333-3231
www.ajg.com

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

MORE THAN THE SUM OF ITS PARTS
Last year was certainly one of the most challenging in living memory. We entered into the
pandemic trusting that God would see us through, and this trust in him and his generosity has
not been outdone. We are happy to report that the archdiocese was able to tackle numerous
challenges head-on and remain steadfast in our mission, thanks to the overwhelming support
from our faithful parishioners who helped us meet the needs of our community.
Our schools continue to deliver rigorous, in-person spiritual and educational formation, and
our other ministries that carry out the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy remain financially
solvent and able to continue serving those most in need. Perhaps most poignant but no less
important in a year marked by a pandemic, our cemeteries have helped numerous families fill the
void of loss with faith.
A sincere thank you for your generosity, your faith in the archdiocese, and most
importantly, your faith in God - especially in difficult times. May he
continue to bless you abundantly in the year ahead.

OUR ARCHDIOCESE HAS...

2

1

200

BISHOPS

CARDINAL

DIOCESAN PRIESTS

108

153
DEACONS

110

PASTORATES

90

1

36

SEMINARIANS

FAMILIES SERVED AT
ANNUNCIATION HEIGHTS

SAINT-IN-PROGRESS
AT THE VATICAN

CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS

9,000

900

40,154

STUDENTS

TEACHERS

SQUARE MILES

To read more about our ministries, our stewardship of
resources, and our annual financial report, please visit

archden.org/annual-report-2020

more at archden.org/annual-report-2020

Become a Member Today!
We look forward to having you become a part of the Fidelis
family and help you achieve a thriving financial future!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org

or Come by one of our convientient locations
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THE FALL

BY DR. R. JARED
STAUDT
Director of Formation
for the Archdiocese
of Denver

We live in a fallen world.

LUCAS CRANACH THE ELDER | ADAM AND EVE IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN, 1530

NOW WHAT?

Once, an editor of The Times newspaper asked G.K. Chesterton, “What is
wrong with the world?” Chesterton, the great master of common sense and
wit that he was, responded: “Dear Sir: I am. Yours, G.K. Chesterton.” ⊲
DENVER CATHOLIC | FEBRUARY 2021
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“I

am.” There is starting honesty and humility in recognizing that the world’s problems rest in the heart,
and not ultimately in any of the great social, political, or economic forces on the outside. It is the problem
within the heart that causes those exterior troubles, of
course. There are certainly sinful structures in the world,
which are structures that arise from and encourage sin,
such as Communism, although they only have power
because they tap into the darkness within us. The world is
broken because we are broken.
Chesterton, once again, points to the commonsense
reality of our brokenness. He rightly recognizes that
“certain new theologians dispute original sin, which is
the only part of Christian theology which can really be
proved.” We can simply look around to recognize that we
live in a fallen world. Due to the Fall, stemming from the
sin of Adam and Eve, every human being following them
has been born into the world without the gifts that God
originally intended for us. He desired us to live without
evil and suffering, sheltered within the protection of the
Garden, but we had other plans. The Catechism speaks of
how original sin impacts us: “It is a deprivation of original
holiness and justice, but human nature has not been totally
corrupted: it is wounded in the natural powers proper to it,
subject to ignorance, suffering and the dominion of death,
and inclined to sin — an inclination to evil that is called
concupiscence” (CCC 405). Original sin explains why we all
struggle to reach happiness and to be at peace with others.
Original sin points to a lack of right relationship with
God as the heart of what’s wrong with the world. It is a
problem we all face, even as we want to blame others. In
fact, owning up to our own brokenness and sin has been
a problem from the very beginning. When God asks Adam
why he ate the fruit, he blamed Eve, the helpmate that
God had given him (implicitly blaming God). When God
turned to Eve, she blamed the serpent for tricking her.
There is truth to the fact that we do not sin in isolation
from others. The trouble comes from wanting to blame
the world’s problems on others, while acting like we are
simply victims of forces outside of our control.
Even if we recognize the source of evil as arising within
the heart, we still have to face another question of why evil
exists in the world. Like Adam, many times we blame God
for allowing suffering to happen in our lives. If we are sick,
lose work, or a loved one dies, we immediately ask God
how he could have allowed it. God, however, did not intend
this evil in his original plan, as suffering entered into the
world because of sin. Sin is to blame for physical evil and
death, not God. As a result of the Fall, God does allow physical evil to occur in the world, even as he uses it to bring
about a greater good. Through physical difficulties, God
shows us that the world is not our true home (and is not
meant to be an earthly paradise any longer) and that we are
made for something more. We cannot get too comfortable
here on earth. Suffering reminds us of this and our need
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Suffering and
brokenness bring us
to our own limitation
and need for God.
There is freedom
in accepting this
brokenness, so that we
can face it and embrace
healing in Christ."
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to trust in God. Even worse than physical evil, however, is
moral evil which stems solely from our own free will. When
we suffer, it can actually wake us up to the moral evil that
lies hidden in our lives, calling us to conversion.
Suffering and brokenness bring us to our own limitation and need for God. There is freedom in accepting this
brokenness, so that we can face it and embrace healing
in Christ. Thanks to my teenage son, Louis, I overheard
Matthew West’s recent Christian hit, “Truth Be Told,” that
points to the typical reaction to our own brokenness, “I’m
fine.” With words spoken to God, West’s song accurately
captures how we try to ignore what is really going on
inside of us:
I say “I’m fine, yeah I’m fine, oh I’m fine, hey I’m fine,” but
I’m not. I’m broken. And when it’s out of control I say “it’s under
control” but it’s not, and you know it. I don’t know why it’s so
hard to admit it, when being honest is the only way to fix it.
There’s no failure, no fall, there’s no sin you don’t already know.
So, let the truth be told.
Modern individualism tells us that we are fine simply
relying on ourselves — that we can handle it and that we
are weak if we turn to others for help. The Christian faith
stands firmly against this, because we cannot ignore the
brokenness within us, leaving it unaddressed and lurking
to come out with a vengeance. We have to be truthful
about who we are. We are broken, sinful people, who can
experience healing and grace if we face the truth and allow
it to be told.
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How do we tell this truth? During Lent, the Church
calls us to conversion, through prayer and penance, and
asks us to confess our sins. We “let the truth be told” when
we come before God, acknowledge our sins, and ask for
his forgiveness. Accepting our weakness calls us to turn to
God for help, allowing him to remove the darkness within
us and fill us with his own life and light. God does not just
take away all of the world’s problems. Rather, he enters
into them, first by taking them on himself by becoming
man in Jesus, and then by entering into the broken center
within us. God is not absent from the suffering world,
even if he does not show himself visibly for all to see and
dramatically solve things in a political way. God fixes the
world one heart at a time in a way that is more powerful
than the noise that surrounds us, preparing us to face it
and do our part within it.
If what’s wrong with the world is me, then the solution
also starts with me. `My inner brokenness can be healed
by God (even if never perfectly in this life) so that I can
become part of the solution. I can bring others to Christ
for healing, inviting them to the Church and specifically
to confession. Although people are often scared to confess
their sins, it is actually a great relief and source of healing.
It is a gift to be able to share this relief and healing with
others. And, when enough people receive this gift, it will
have an impact on the world more broadly. This Lent, we
can embrace God’s solution, the healing that begins at the
source of the problem: me.
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Longtime Denver family
business owner Ed Routzon
is inspired by Mercy
BY AMY BRYER BRUMLEY
Mission Advancement

D

enverites have been walking all over Ed Routzon’s
family name for more than half a century, but he
doesn’t mind.
Routzon’s family business is Guy’s Floor Service and it
provides all kinds of residential and commercial flooring
and interior remodeling services. Guy’s was started by Ed’s
father in the barracks of Lowry Air Force base and today
the family’s fourth generation is still providing quality
flooring to Colorado customers.
“My dad started as a roof painter at Lowry and Fitzsimmons’s bases until one day the procurement officer asked
him if he could finish floors too,” Ed said. “My dad, having
a young family to feed at home, said ‘sure, I can.’”

Guy Routzon started finishing hardwood floors in the
barracks, but then expanded to finish floors in houses with
the help of Colorado business hall of fame home builder
Frank Burns. Guy’s Floor Service steadily grew, and Ed and
his brother bought out their dad in 1972.
Now as Ed has his eyes set on his own retirement, his
focus is also on his family’s legacy. The Routzon family
started its own family foundation in 2004 with the concentration on carrying out the Catholic corporal works of mercy,
such as feeding the hungry and sheltering the homeless.
Ed’s wife Cindy and daughter Sarah Landry run the
family foundation with a mission rooted in addressing the
physical needs of others through Catholic ministries like
Samaritan House, the largest Catholic homeless shelter
in Colorado, and the Capuchin food truck that distributes
food on Denver’s streets to the homeless.
Meeting the needs through works of mercy are so

ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORTING CHECKLIST
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☐

Suspicion of abuse/neglect is all that is
necessary to report.

☐
☐

Reports are confidential.

☐

Is there immediate danger?
• YES-CALL 911
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or or local law
enforcement

☐

Did I get the name and contact of the person I
made the report to?

☐

Did I contact the Archdiocese Confidential
Reporting Line at 720.239.2832?

☐

Did I file the abuse reporting form with the
Office of Minor and At-Risk Adult Protection?

☐

Did I notify my supervisors?

☐

Is any other action necessary?

You will be asked to describe your concerns
about the child/adult and it will be helpful
if you can provide the person’s name, age,
address, gender, school, and names of parents.

reporting@archden.org
FEBRUARY
2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

The Corporal Works of Mercy concern the material and
physical needs of others. They include:
1

Feeding the hungry.

5 Visiting the sick.

2

Giving water to the
thirsty.

3

Clothing the naked.

6 Visiting the imprisoned,
or ransoming the
captive.

4 Sheltering the homeless.

7 Burying the dead.

important to Ed and the Routzon family that they also
started two donor-advised funds with The Catholic Foundation to further their ability to feed the hungry and shelter the
homeless. The family’s gifts also include Catholic education
assistance and school supply programs.
“With our donor-directed funds, we get to guide how money
gets distributed and being a Catholic, I prefer to work through a
Catholic organization like The Catholic Foundation,” Ed said.
The donor-advised funds through the Catholic Foundation are useful tools for someone who is moved to the act
of charity but may not yet know precisely where to make a
donation. The Catholic Foundation provides knowledgeable
staff to partner with Catholics who want to make inspired
giving in a morally responsible way.
“Our inspiration for our giving really comes from the corporal works of mercy and The Catholic Foundation has been
an easy conduit for that mission,” Ed said.

LEARN MORE
about legacy planning with The Catholic
Foundation by visiting thecatholicfoundation.com
or calling 303-468-9885

DONATE TO THE CATHEDRAL BASILICA
Visit denvercathedral.org to donate or
call the Office (303) 831-7010) to discuss
other ways to donate.

CATHEDRAL RESTORATION
Security Cameras $ 50,000
Clean Altars $ 100,000
Rebuild Rectory Roof $ 750,000

Vandalism Expenses
and Income Loss due to Arson
$ 124,000
2020-21 Operating Deficit
$ 446,000
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
Father Ron Cattany
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HOLY COMM U NION

Communion, Confession
and Causing Scandal

C

atholics and non-Catholics alike are often confused or offended by the Church’s “rules” about receiving Holy
Communion. Why might I need to go to Confession before receiving? Why can’t Protestant Christians receive
the Eucharist? Why are public figures sometimes denied Communion? These restrictions can seem judgmental,
discourteous, or inappropriately “political.” Such measures in fact all stem from the Church’s basic pastoral concern for
the salvation of souls. To understand them, however, we first need to rethink what the Church is.

HOLY COMMUNION AND THE CHURCH AS COMMUNION

WHEN SHOULD A CATHOLIC NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION?

In his first letter, John writes that he proclaims Jesus
Christ “so that you also may have communion with us.”
What John has in mind is not just any communion (or “fellowship”), but a communion that is necessary for our salvation: “...this communion of ours is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ.”1 Christ shares with us his own relationship with the Father, and it is this fellowship that Christians share with one another and that makes us the Church.
Because it is a sharing in the communion of God himself,
the Church’s communion is not a human achievement. It is
a sheer divine gift: “The Church is born primarily of Christ’s
total self-giving for our salvation.”2 Amazingly, our baptism
into Christ’s death and resurrection grants us “entry into
the life of the Most Holy Trinity.”3
Members of the Church participate in the communion
of the Trinity through the love of the Holy Spirit.4 Our
communion in God’s love is made visible and concrete by
our common confession of faith, worship, and life together
under the bishops’ leadership.5 Like the divine communion that they mediate and safeguard, none of these realities is a human invention or accomplishment. Each is a gift
from Christ, given to us through the Holy Spirit.
The highest expression of Christian communion is
reception of Christ’s Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist. The Mass makes truly present the sacrifice of Christ
by which he founded the Church and invited us into his
own communion with the Father and the Holy Spirit, so
it is no coincidence that we call this Sacrament “Holy
Communion.” Reception of Holy Communion is not just
a symbolic gesture. It signifies and deepens our belonging
both to Christ and to one another as members of Christ’s
Body.6 Understanding this beautiful truth can also help us
understand the circumstances in which it would be inappropriate to receive Communion.

If we are not in a state of grace—if we have knowingly
and deliberately turned away from the Lord through a
serious sin that we have not yet brought to God’s mercy in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation—we should refrain from
receiving Communion. Pope Francis has rightly insisted
that the Eucharist “is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak.”7 Implicit
in the Holy Father’s words is the recognition that we are
weak and need to walk the path of conversion. The Church
has always understood the Eucharist as the feast of those
who have responded to Jesus’s calling of sinners to repentance.8 St. Paul solemnly warns that those who receive
Communion without the right disposition are “guilty of
the body and blood of the Lord,” and they eat and drink
judgment on themselves.9

BY DR. JOHN SEHORN
Assistant Professor of Theology
at the Augustine Institute
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WHY CAN’T NON-CATHOLICS RECEIVE COMMUNION?
Outside of very specific, extraordinary circumstances,
non-Catholics — even Christians — cannot receive Holy
Communion. This is not a judgment on the state of others’
souls, but a result of our recognition that the Church is,
again, a communion. Jesus seeks personal intimacy with
each of us, but he offers it to us precisely in true fellowship
with his Body.10 Receiving Holy Communion is never a
merely individual act. Rather, it is a public declaration of
fellowship with Christ’s Body the Church — a fellowship,
we have seen, expressed by our common faith, worship,
and life. To receive Holy Communion without sharing in
that fellowship would be, in effect, to tell a lie.

WHY MIGHT THE CHURCH PREVENT A CATHOLIC
FROM RECEIVING COMMUNION?
Bishops may sometimes decide to withhold Communion from Catholics who publicly and persistently speak
or act in ways that violate the Church’s communion. Once
again, this is not a judgment on these individuals’ hearts,
though that is understandably how it is often perceived.
The purpose is not to humiliate the individual in question,
but to protect God’s flock. Offering Communion to such a
person can cause serious scandal by signaling that Christ's
gracious gifts of the Church's teaching, worship, and community are unimportant or dispensable. “Scandal” does not
mean shocked disapproval; it means leading others into
sin. Every soul for which Jesus died is precious to him. His
warnings to those who cause scandal are severe11, so it is
every bishop’s duty, when possible, to protect God’s people
from scandal.
Every good gift should be handled with care, and the
Eucharist — the greatest of all gifts — is no exception. Let us
all seek deeper fellowship with God and one another, giving
thanks for the unimaginable gift of Holy Communion.

1

HOW OFTEN
SHOULD I
GO TO CONFESSION?
Many priests and bishops advise the
faithful to go to confession at least
once a month, and it is especially
encouraged to go to confession
during the season of Lent. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church
states the following:
According to the Church’s command,
“after having attained the age of
discretion, each of the faithful is
bound by an obligation faithfully to
confess serious sins at least once a
year.” Anyone who is aware of having
committed a mortal sin must not
receive Holy Communion, even if he
experiences deep contrition, without
having first received sacramental
absolution, unless he has a grave
reason for receiving Communion
and there is no possibility of going
to confession. Children must go to
the sacrament of Penance before
receiving Holy Communion for the
first time.

JOHN 1:3

2 CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 766
3 CCC 1239
4 ROMANS 5:5; COLOSSIANS 3:14
5 CCC 815
6 JOHN 6:55–57; 1 CORINTHIANS 10:16–17
7 EVANGELII GAUDIUM 47
8 LUKE 5:32
9 1 CORINTHIANS 11:27–31
10 JOHN 17:20–23; ACTS 2:42; 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12–27
11 MARK 9:42
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFE RE NCE

From Christendom to
apostolic times
BY GEORGE WEIGEL
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

T

hirty years ago, on January 22, 1991, Pope John
Paul II’s eighth encyclical, Redemptoris Missio (The
Mission of the Redeemer), was published. In a pontificate so rich in ideas that its teaching has only begun to
be digested, Redemptoris Missio stands out as a blueprint for
the Catholic future. The vibrant parts of the world Church
are living the vision of missionary discipleship to which
the encyclical calls us. The dying parts of the world Church
have yet to get the message, or, misunderstanding it, have
rejected it – which is why they’re dying.
Redemptoris Missio posed a forthright and formidable
challenge to comfortable Catholics: look around you and
recognize that ours are apostolic times, not Christendom
times. Christendom, as Fulton Sheen said in 1974, is over.
“Christendom” connotes a situation in which society’s
cultural codes and the manner of life they endorse help
transmit “the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3).
Places like that existed within living memory; I grew up
in the last, fleeting moments of one, in the urban Catholic
culture of 1950s Baltimore. That form of “Christendom” is
now long gone. Throughout the western world today, the
cultural air we breathe neither transmits the faith nor is
neutral about the faith; the culture air is hostile to the faith.
And when that hostility captures the commanding heights
of politics, it aggressively seeks to marginalize the faith.
(That, for example, is what happens when governments
seek to impose LGBTQ and gender ideology on society by
penalizing those who, for reasons of conviction, will not
kowtow to the harmful notion of humanity’s infinite plasticity – the biblical and Christian idea of the human person
is criminalized. Those who imagine “it can’t happen here”
should read the Executive Order on “gender identity” signed
by President Biden a few hours after his inauguration.)
“Apostolic times” call us to relive the experience of the
early Church, vividly described in the Acts of the Apostles.
There we find the friends of the Risen Lord Jesus aflame
with a passion for mission. The “good news” that Jesus proclaimed before his death had been confirmed beyond question by his resurrection from the dead and his appearances
to his friends in his transformed, glorified humanity. This
was not good news for a select few; this was good news
that demanded to be shared with everyone.
So a ragtag bunch of nobodies from the margins of what
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imagined itself to be the civilized world set out to convert
that world to faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. They faced ridicule; some thought them drunks, “filled with new wine”
(Acts 2:13). Others dismissed them as babblers, as St. Paul
discovered on the Areopagus of Athens (in Acts 17:18). Still
others thought them crazy, as when the Roman governor
Festus exclaimed to Paul, “your great learning is turning
you mad” (Acts 26:24). But they persevered. They manifested a nobler, more compassionate way of life. Some died
as martyrs. And by 300 A.D. they had converted to Christ
a considerable part of the Roman imperium.
In Christendom times, a “missionary” is someone who
leaves a cultural comfort zone and goes to proclaim the
Gospel where it’s not been heard before. In apostolic times,
Redemptoris Missio teaches, every Catholic is a missionary
who has been given the mandate to “go, make disciples of
all nations” (Matthew 28:19). In apostolic times, “mission
territory” is not an exotic travel destination; it’s everywhere.
Mission territory is the kitchen table, the neighborhood,
and the workplace; the mission extends into our lives as
FEBRUARY 2021 | DENVER CATHOLIC

In apostolic times, Redemptoris
Missio teaches, every Catholic is
a missionary who has been given
the mandate to 'go, make disciples
of all nations' (Matthew 28:19)."
consumers and citizens. Lay Catholics, John Paul wrote,
have a particular obligation to be missionaries to culture,
business, and politics, for lay witness in those venues carries special credibility.
In being a Church of missionary disciples, we are to use
the method of freedom. As John Paul II wrote in Redemptoris Missio, italicizing his words for emphasis, “The Church
proposes; she imposes nothing.” But we must propose, we
must invite, we must bear witness to the great gift we’ve
been given – friendship with the Lord Jesus Christ and
incorporation into his body, the Church. As the Lord himself said in Matthew 10:8, because we have freely received,
freely we must give.
The Catholic Church of the 21st century is being called
from maintenance to mission, which means the transformation of our institutions into launch pads for evangelization. The quality of our discipleship will be measured by
how well we answer that call to share the gift with which
we’ve been blessed.

CONSIDERING

BUYING OR

Turn your
Clunker
into Cash!

Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.

Filling the Void of Loss with Faith
Mt. Olivet & St. Simeon Catholic Cemeteries
Archdiocese of Denver Mortuaries

SELLING
IN 2021

I will provide
my honest and reliable
service to you!

Jon Manalo

Your Real Estate Professional
Parishioner of
Notre Dame
Catholic Church
for 24 years

CALL TODAY

303-913-7735
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Leave a lasting gift of faith and love to your family and
the Church by pre-planning your funeral and burial.

Serving the entire Archdiocese with locations in:
Wheat Ridge | Denver | Aurora | Centennial

Please contact us at:

(303) 532-5342 | cfcscolorado.org
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We’re OPEN!

Denver’s Catholic schools mark a successful,
‘herculean’ semester of in-person learning
BY CAROL NESBITT AND ABRIANA CHILELLI
Office of Catholic Schools

W

hile most school districts in Colorado
were closed to in-person learning this
fall, the Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Denver were 100 percent open. Not only
were they open, but they did so without the huge
COVID-19 outbreaks that some had predicted.
School leaders worked incredibly hard over the
summer months to establish countless “layers of
protection” to keep their students and staff as safe
as possible – from reconfiguring classrooms, establishing robust cleaning routines, creating cohorts
and even redesigning what walking down the
hallways, recess and lunch would look like for students. It has been a “herculean” effort to be sure,
but critical to the welfare of the 36 schools’ more
than 9,000 students and 900 staff members.
As a result of the hard work put forth by school
leaders and staff members, as well as their creative solutions to COVID challenges, our Catholic
schools saw less than one percent of students and
less than four percent of the staff members test
positive over the entire fall semester – numbers
that are less than the overall positivity rate for
children and the general Colorado population.
Furthermore, in nearly all positive cases at Catholic schools, those who contracted the virus did so
from other family members or outside of the school
day. This speaks volumes about the protocols in
place that prevented outside confirmed cases from
being spread within our schools.
Less than

1%
of students
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Less than

4%

of staff members

tested positive for COVID-19
over the entire fall semester
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THE TRUE ‘COST’ OF EXTENDED
REMOTE LEARNING

IN-PERSON LEARNING MUCH
BETTER FOR STUDENTS

NWEA Assessments and scholars
at Brown University estimated that
the average student could begin fall
2020 having lost as much as a third of
the expected progress from the 20192020 school year. However, the nimble,
whatever-it-takes mentality and
action of Catholic school educators
led to tremendous results. At the start
of this school year, six percent more of
the Archdiocese of Denver’s Catholic
school students tested proficient in
reading and math than last year, so
instead of falling behind, our Catholic
school teachers were able to help students actually improve. Expectations
were not lowered and the teaching and
learning happening in our Catholic
schools remained strong even amid
spring school closures.
However, Catholic school leaders
in the archdiocese knew they could
not rely on long-term virtual learning
because we believe that education in
schools is best done in-person: people
were made to be known and seen by
each other, being with one another
incarnationally, in imitation of our
Lord. “Nothing can fully replace the
goodness, beauty and educational experience of being physically together as a
school community,” said Superintendent Elias Moo. “Our belief in in-person
learning stems also from what we know
is best for students’ mental health and
ongoing learning.” The mental health
impacts of distance learning are devastating: the CDC reported that emergency room mental health visits for 5to 17-year-olds increased from March
to October 2020 by 44 percent.
In addition, schools across the
country that are still in remote learning are seeing record numbers of student absences given the difficulty and
challenges that come with distance
learning.

The evidence is clear that in-person learning has profoundly better effects on student
learning than ongoing virtual learning provided
by schools. Fairfax County, Va., reported from
March through November 2020, the number of
students earning failing grades in at least two
classes increased by an astounding 83 percent.
Though the number of students failing two or
more classes in local public districts across Colorado is not as publicly reported, more locally,
Douglas County made a stunning announcement in November. The district announced they
were lowering the bar for passing classes due
to ongoing hybrid and remote learning. That
lowering of the bar will have ongoing effects on
students’ mastery of material and progression
through coursework. In addition, the nationwide data on attendance and failing marks have
substantially more of an effect on low-performing students, families for whom English is not
their first language, and students from lower
socioeconomic status. Opening schools for
in-person learning in the Archdiocese of Denver
clearly became not only an issue of serving all
students but especially the most vulnerable
populations, as the Church is always called to
do.
Parents understand even more profoundly
this year the real value of in-person learning
for their children – socially, emotionally, and
academically. Archdiocese of Denver Catholic
schools saw an influx of over 650 new students
in the fall, with many public school families
opting to switch to Catholic schools due to their
public districts remaining in remote or hybrid
learning. According to Chalkbeat Colorado, a
recent survey showed that 65 percent of parents
whose students are in remote learning say their
children are learning less online compared to
in-person learning and are worried that they’re
falling behind. The Catholic schools happily
welcomed as many new families as they could.
It is their hope that these families are now also
witnessing the real gift of a Catholic education
and the deep formation of their children, providing a true vision of the world and one that
forms the whole child.

Nothing can fully replace the goodness, beauty and educational
experience of being physically together as a school community.”
DENVER CATHOLIC | FEBRUARY 2021
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‘Education is
about becoming
more human’
The ultimate goal of Catholic
education is not simply
knowledge and understanding;
it is to grow in intimacy and
love with he who created us.

W

hen teaching high school-level Humanities at
public schools here in Colorado, I hung a sign
on the wall of my classroom. I made the sign
after reading an interview with Dr. Joseph Almeida, a professor at Franciscan University, during my days there as a
student, long before I became a teacher. The sign quoted
Dr. Almeida: “There’s a statement in Plato’s Republic that
education is a way of turning the soul so that it is in the
best position to perceive reality. That notion of education
has never left me. It helps me see the pursuit of knowledge
as a way of life that’s connected with the human soul. It’s
not about information gathering or pragmatic success. It’s
about becoming more human.”
At the time, as a young teacher, I had a sense of what
Dr. Almeida meant, but didn’t fully grasp the profundity
of his words. The last line: “[Education] is about becoming
more human” has been something I’ve been reflecting on
since those days I’d glance over and reread this line while
teaching or lesson planning.
The reflection for me has been a pursuit of the question: what does it mean to become more human?
It’s significant that I read the interview during my own
conversion: a time of falling in love with the Jesus I met in
the Gospels, learning to pray while sitting in front of the
Blessed Sacrament. In those months, Jesus became the
person I wanted to follow. And yet at the same time, this
reflection on what it means to be human began to sprout
in my mind. Why did a friendship with Jesus Christ inspire
this question of who I was as a human person?
When I moved from teaching in public schools to
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The Church
educates to form
people who marvel
at the world
around them and
contemplate the
truth of things
— to help them
to become more
human — because
this is what we
were created for!

BY ABRIANA
CHILELLI
Associate
Superintendent of
Academic Renewal
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Catholic schools, it was because I had
chosen Catholic schools for my own
children and began to experience
the beauty of Catholic education for
the formation of my children. Yet, I
thought academics sat next to discipleship as separate and distinct
aims of the school, that “academic
excellence” served some utilitarian
end to send students out in the world
to do something, but that spiritual
formation was just a separate extra.
Now, after five years in Catholic education, I know: that which we teach
and study in Catholic schools forms
students toward becoming more
human because God, in his love for us,
created everything, and created man
to become his sons and daughters as
partakers in his divine nature.
God created us in his image and
likeness, which means we can know
and we can love. Becoming more
human then is to become more like
God: to understand deeply, to come
to know things well, and in turn to
know our duties as human people,
which is to love. We are the only created beings with minds with which to
know and hearts with which to love.
Growing in those powers are what it
is to become more human because it
is what we were created for.
The pursuit of knowledge and love
is the story of growing our capacity for God: to read history as the
chronological story of the longings
of the human heart, or to read great
literature as examine the struggle
of humanity, never being fulfilled in
anything except by turning to the
Lord. To look at a scientific concept,
understand it, and then ask why it
is. To consider the logic and order
of mathematics in awe of how these
principles work with such design.
God made us for contemplation,
and while contemplation is principally an act of prayer, it is also the
engagement of our intellects with
every good and perfect thing, which
will point us, ultimately, to him.
And why did God create us this
way? Because he loves us deeply,
wants us to know him, and wants us to

be happy. And we are happy when we
can grow in understanding. John Paul
II said, “Faced with the sacredness of life
and of the human person, and before the
marvels of the universe, wonder is the only
appropriate attitude.” The intellectual
life is wanting to know more about the
marvels of the universe, and wanting
to pursue more. The Church educates
to form people who marvel at the
world around them and contemplate
the truth of things — to help them to
become more human — because this is
what we were created for!
In 1929, Pope Pius XI wrote something that is still true today: “Since
education consists essentially in
preparing man for what he must be
and for what he must do here below,
in order to attain the sublime end for
which he was created, it is clear that
there can be no true education which
is not wholly directed to man’s last
end.”
This is why in our archdiocesan
schools we have begun to examine
our content standards to ensure that
what’s taught in our schools directs
students to their last end. We began
this work last year with our English
and science standards, turning this
year to our history and art standards.
Catholic schools have the unique
ability to direct learning towards God
through understanding the integration of all created things. Reading literature from the great conversation,
rich with stories that inspire sacramental imaginations, helps our students to understand the human story
as this pursuit of the longing of the
heart to find happiness. History is a
chronological story that Jesus Christ
himself entered: he is the centrality of
history and transforms all that comes
after him. Art should invite us into
Christian culture, cultivate students’
ability to attend, contemplate, and
wonder.
My sense as a young teacher was
really the longing of my heart to
wholly know who it was created for:
that to be educated means to come to
know reality, growing in intimacy and
love with he who created me.
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ACROSS
1 “…he suffered,
___ and was
buried.”
5 “___ Noster”
10 Saint of Lima
14 Memo phrase
15 Make ___ in
16 Ancient Roman
day
17 Greek goddess
of strife
18 Discontinue
19 Justice, for one
(abbr.)
20 Kierkegaard’s
The ___ Unto
Death
22 “Dying you
destroyed our
___…”
23 Intentionally
kept concealed
26 Roman Catholic
Native American leader
30 OT prophetic
book
31 WWII president
34 Island that is
part of the
Archdiocese of
Papeete
35 Pentecost color

36 Noxious weed
37 Exorbitant rate
of interest
38 “…___ thousand
times…”
39 Paroxysm
40 Lake or pond
41 Abbr. for two
NT epistles
42 Essay
43 Hand-held computer, briefly
44 Christmas
month (abbr.)
45 Wood eater
46 Formulate again
48 Certain mount
51 Desire for food
56 Tigger’s pal
57 Query found in
Matthew
59 NT epistle
60 Trac II
successor
61 Founder of the
American Sisters of Charity
62 “Kissing disease,” for short
63 Car maker
64 Burned palm
product
65 Hydrocarbon
suffixes

DOWN
1 “___ Irae”
2 It was written in
three languages
(abbr.)
3 He’s the Red
4 School spot
5 Surname of Pius
XII
6 ___ Fidelis
7 Tantalize
8 Abstract being
9 AAA
suggestion
10 Insurance
add-on
11 Stadiums
12 Birth month of
Mary (abbr.)
13 OT book about
a Jewish
heroine
21 “The ___
Professor”
22 Heroic St. Bernard animal
24 Ostrich-like bird
25 Start of the
Christian era
26 Stub
27 Relaxed
28 Hindu deity
29 Make weary
31 Tehran tongue
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21

27

28

24

29
35

37
41

49

32

33

53

54

55

39
42

44

45

46
48

31
36

38

43

13

25

30

34

40

12

22

23
26

11

47

50

51

56

57

60

61

63

64

52

58

59
62
65
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

32 Legal right
33 Witherspoon of
“Legally
Blonde”
35 First NT epistle
36 The others
38 Diocese on the
French Riviera
39 Number of days
Jonah spent in
the belly of a
large fish
41 Hesburgh of

Notre Dame, to
friends
42 Form of
bowling
44 “Agnus ___”
45 First word of
Tiny Tim’s
theme song
46 She saved Joshua’s spies
47 “___ of Our
Fathers”
48 Vacation sites

49 Very small
quantity
50 Mrs. Nick
Charles
52 Ordinary ___
53 Sacred image
54 You can set one
55 Greek god of
love
57 OT prophetic
book
58 Parisian
possessive

REBUILD
AND
RESTORE
RENOVATION PROJECT

AN INVESTMENT TO TRANSFORM LIVES
When crisis hits our neighbors in need, Samaritan House is their
anchor. For more than 30 years, the iconic Denver shelter has
provided more than 3.5 million nights of shelter to those
experiencing the trauma of hunger, homelessness, job loss
and destitution. We are their refuge and their hope.
The monumental effort to restore the aging shelter will ensure it
continues to serve for decades to come. Although who we serve
hasn’t changed, how we serve has. The renovations are rooted
in a trauma-informed approach to address the distinct needs
of the families, men, women and veterans who seek help.
Our compassionate staff puts them on a trajectory of stability,
self-sufficiency and healing. Many experience restored hope.
Beyond the individual, giving through Samaritan House is inextricably
linked to the good of our community. The profound impact of
addressing one person’s challenges positively supports extended
families and local economic growth. Research shows that donations
to social services have ripple effects extending for generations.

“

I pray every day thanking God and
Samaritan House for helping me
and my son.”
-Adela, former resident on family floor

“

I do believe that Catholic Charities
has been quite a lifesaver for so many
women, including myself.”
-Debra, participant in the women’s program

Your gift to Samaritan House will ensure its crucial role as an
anchor and support its innovative approach that will benefit
our community beyond measure.

samhousedenver.org/renovation
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT
Craig Saeman

Chief Development Officer
720-799-9222
CSaeman@ccdenver.org

Kate Crisham

Philanthropic Advisor
720-799-9296
KCrisham@ccdenver.org
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John Neal

“

I have volunteered at the shelter now.
I want to give hope to somebody else.”
-Paul, former participant of Veteran’s Services

Philanthropic Advisor
720-799-9251
JNeal@ccdenver.org

Tim Urban

Philanthropic Advisor
720-799-9258
TUrban@ccdenver.org

“

I appreciate my case manager for
all he did and for getting us into
transitional housing.”
-Stephanie, former resident on family floor
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CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY, CONT’D

ARE YOU BEING CALLED?

OLINGER CROWN HILL- Four plots for

Do you have a desire to pray? Maybe God is
calling you to the Lay Carmelite Order of the
Blessed Virgin Mary which is an association
of laypersons. The lay Carmelite is called
to a deeper formation in Christian values
according to the Carmelite spirituality and
its three charisms of prayer, community and
service. For further information call 303427-7931 or email 52patient@gmail.com.

CEMETERY PROPERTY

in original area: Blk 4, Lot 32, Sps 1,2,&3.
$2,850/plot; trans fee $200/plot. Few side
by side plots remain. Call/text 303-929-9253
or email brendashaenel@aol.com.

A crypt located in the beautiful, peaceful
Ascension Mausoleum: Tier D, Crypt 137.
Asking $6,250 or best offer; incl transfer
fee. Please call 303-520-7602. ET

MOUNT OLIVET - Located in the special
Veterans section; two adjoining plots in
Sect 42, Blk 3, Lot 11, Grs 1&2. Beautiful area,
mature landscaping. Asking $7250 OBO; incl
trans fee. Please call 720-629-4099. DC
Two plots Blk 68, Row 177, Lot D, Sp 3 &
4, AND two plots in Blk 5, Row 118, Lot D,
Sp 1 & 2. Only $2,000 ea + trans fee $595
ea. Call 303-960-9163 or email svdpden@
outlook.com.

OLINGER CROWN HILL - Beautiful area!
One plot at Blk 22, Lot 293, Sp 2 - casket or
urn; upright or flat marker. Current value is
$6,000; asking $1,400 plus trans fee of $595.
720-883-6714 or acdfrieson@gmail.com.
SAINT SIMEON - 3 side-by-side plots

MOUNT OLIVET

OLINGER CROWN HILL- NEW PRICE!!

sale; will sell individually or in group. Best
reasonable offer and pay transfer of title
fees. Located with beautiful view of the
mountains. Call 720-505-0358. KU

DONATIONS NEEDED
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible. Fast,
free pickup. Help those in need! Call 800322-8284 or visit www.svdpusacars.com

AIR DUCT CLEANING, A/C CONCRETE
AND HEATING
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF YOUR
HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

CONTRACTOR
NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - CALL FOR A QUOTE!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!! Service,

Installation, Repair & Maintenance. We do it
all, from furnace certifications to air conditioners & water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned &
operated since 1957. Members of St. Joseph
Church for 40+ yrs. Please call 303-571-1171,
No.CO 970-482-7520. For important info &
news: heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbell

FENCING

FREE ESTIMATES

H2H4seniors.com 9725 E. Hampden Ave.,Suite 100, Denver, CO 80231

LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES

Our experienced Senior Transition Specialists are here to help you:
• Senior housing choices • VA Aid & Attendance
• Medicaid applications • Home care services
• Traveling Notary
• Senior real estate specialist

Please call or visit: Lisa Weber 303-359-7418

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

303-292-9393

HELPING YOU
Find Your Path Home
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BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.

MOUNT OLIVET
GRAVE SITES

Call 303-978-1377

ELECTRICAL

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

The Durable Medical Equipment Loan Program: life-saving medical equipment for
anyone in need. Please call 720-770-8470 or
visit DominicanHHA.org

• Section 34, Block 3, Lot
39, Graves 4 & 5
• Asking $6,000 ea OBO;
current value is $6,500 ea
• Transfer fee included

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all your
construction needs.

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY

TWO SIDE-BY-SIDE
PLOTS IN A LOVELY,
PEACEFUL SECTION

Driveways, patios & sidewalks.
Small jobs are welcome.
Senior discount!. References.
Call today! 303-429-0380

To start, stop
or change your
subscription...
CONTACT
303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org
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FLOORING SERVICES

LAWN & YARD WORK

ROOFING

AFFORDABLE FLOORING &
REMODELING - Winter Special: **$100

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

off any job over $1000** valid through end
of March!! Hardwood, Carpet, Tile - Sales &
Installation. Wood floor refinishing!
19 years in business. Call 303-996-1021

Serving the Catholic community. Tree trimming & removal, trash removal, concrete
work, overall yard clean-up, gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service. Senior discount.
Please call 303-429-0380.

HANDYMAN

PLUMBING

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, REPAIRS
Tile, paint and floors
Kitchens, basements, baths
Cheaper than a plumber
Call 303-668-3973

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email glark@
independentlivingsolutionsinc.com or call
303-463-8200.

DRAIN, PLUMBING, A/C OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

720-298-0880 FOR SPRINKLERS
& PLUMBING!! Free instant quote!

Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

REMODELING
MDK REMODELING

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

SERVICE DIRECTORY |

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Free estimates. Roofing Contractor. Local
company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER REPAIR
Repairs are all I do! Wind damage and
fix leaks. Gutter repair and cleaning. 40
years exp. Free estimates. Please call
720-209-4589

THE DIOCESE OF COLORADO SPRINGS
IS CURRENTLY HIRING:
SUPERINTENDENT - Lead seven

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS

Since 1998. Pro lawn sprinkler install &
repair, & sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

schools serving PreK-8 students. Be able to
develop, implement, & oversee all aspects
of diocesan schools. Must be a Catholic in
good standing, minimum of a Master’s
degree in education, with five years
teaching & five years principal experience.
$85k starting salary. Job starts 7/1/21. Visit
www.diocs.org to apply or contact HR (719)
636-2345 with any questions.

TREE SERVICES

PRINCIPAL for St. Paul Catholic School.

SPRINKLERS & SOD

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL

Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

Lead a school serving PreK-8 students,
providing a strong Catholic ed program
& graduates prepared to be faith-filled
leaders. Candidate should be a practicing
Catholic in full communion with the Church,
possess CDE certification in Educational
Leadership or related. Job starts 7/1/2021.
Contact Susie Oppelt, Office of Catholic
Schools at 719-866-6456 or visit www.
ucsdcs.org for posting & application.

Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call today: 303-456-6898
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LOCAL NEWS

Julia Greeley’s
cause enters
phase two of
canonization
process

Archbishop Aquila receives
COVID-19 vaccine

The cause of canonization for Julia
Greeley, Denver’s own Angel of Charity, has received judicial validation by
the Holy See. What this means is that
Julia’s cause has entered phase two,
and the postulator for the cause is
now able to begin preparing the positio, a summary of the documentary
evidence from the diocesan phase in
order to prove the heroic virtue Julia
exemplified in her life. The faithful
of the archdiocese are encouraged
to continue praying for Julia’s intercession, as any miracles that can be
attributed to her intercession will
be necessary in her being declared a
saint. Additionally, you can visit juliagreeley.org to submit an intercessory
prayer to Julia’s Canoe. Any alleged
miracles should be reported to the
Julia Greeley Guild and the Office of
the Chancellor of the Archdiocese.
We’ll start: Julia Greeley, pray for us!
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila recently received the first of two doses of the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at St. Anthony’s Hospital in Lakewood. Due to his
age and health risks, his doctor recommended he receive it. Last month, the Colorado bishops said it was morally permissible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine,
and Archbishop Aquila encourages the faithful to prayerfully consider being vaccinated against COVID-19.

Archbishop
Aquila prays for
President Biden,
calls for policies
rooted in
Gospel of Christ
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
released a statement in support
of the statement released by
USCCB President Archbishop
José Gomez on the inauguration
of Joseph R. Biden, Jr., as 46th
President of the United States
of America. He offered his daily
prayers for President Biden and
Vice President Kamala Harris,
and called for the new president,
a Catholic, to enact policies
rooted in the Gospel of Christ.
“My hope is that President Biden
will accept the invitation for true
dialogue with the Church on
all issues, especially those that
involve the right to life and the
God-given dignity of the human
person,” Archbishop Aquila said.

Notre Dame
Parish launches
‘Church at Home’
initiative
Over the past year, when Masses
were either suspended or not being
celebrated at full capacity, parishes
displayed immense creativity in their
efforts to keep parishioners connected and help them to maintain an
intentional prayer life at home. Notre
Dame Parish in Denver went above
and beyond when they developed a
“Church at Home” initiative using
the Liturgy of the Hours as a foundation. Part of this initiative included
creating a booklet and sending it to
all 1,100 registered families of their
parish. Notre Dame pastor Monsignor
Ed Buelt hopes this initiative will
help to contribute to a renewal of the
domestic church at home. “The family
is the first Church Christ founded, the
domestic church” Msgr. Buelt said.
“The pandemic’s giving us a wonderful opportunity to get back to the
family.” For more info, visit
denvernotredame.org

What Faith,
Purpose and
Action Can Do.
For more than four decades, we
have proudly served as counsel
to the Archdiocese of Denver and
continually witness what Catholic
faith, purpose and action can do
for humanity.
Year after year, the Archdiocese
continues to feed, educate,
shelter, encourage, heal, guide
and inspire—determined to show
how living out faith in the world
transforms souls and communities.
We thank you.

Scott M. Browning
sbrowning@lrrc.com
303.628.9540
Douglas B. Tumminello
dtumminello@lrrc.com
303.628.9507

1200 Seventeenth Street
Suite 3000
Denver, CO 80202
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The sun - as the Light of
the World - represents
God the Father who is
in loving conversation
with Adam and Eve. The
strongest rays form a cross,
calling to mind the loving
sacrifice of the Son.

As the deer longs for
streams of water, so my
soul longs for you, O God.
-Psalm 42:1

The Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Evil is more
detailed and attractive
than the other trees,
the way sin often seems
more enticing at first.

The earth represents
mankind after the fall,
“poured out” of Eden
and in our pilgrim state
between Heaven and Hell.
God’s light still shines upon
us, even outside Eden.

God created a universe
full of countless stars,
planets and galaxies, but
his greatest creation, done
entirely out of love, is YOU.

Three stars around
earth represent the Holy
Trinity, as well as Mary’s
perpetual virginity. The star
patterns flanking earth are
patterned after Our Lady
of Guadalupe’s mantle.

The serpent is choking the
life out of itself, reflecting
the nature of sin on the
sinner.
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