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Insurance companies are often brutal,
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the serious firms are. The firms with
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to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
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Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
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Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
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ARCHBISHOP ’ S COLU MN

Sailing through uncharted waters

Photo by Martin Jernberg

T

he feeling of being in uncharted territory is one that
many of us are experiencing these days. When I
consulted with Bishops Berg and Sheridan this past
March and jointly decided to suspend public Mass, I certainly felt that way.
In the months since then, we have gradually worked
toward reopening our parishes and welcoming more
people back to Mass. Throughout this time, I have prayed
about how to best balance protecting everyone entrusted
to me by the Lord and to honor the right of every person to
receive the sacraments.
I have also been thinking about the need that each of us
has for community. We are social beings who are made for
community with each other, and ultimately, with the Holy
Trinity and the communion of saints in heaven. I know that
these months and weeks of taking precautions to protect
the health of our community have been difficult for everyone, and I greatly appreciate all the sacrifices that have
been made and will continue to be made.
I am happy to announce that parishes in the Archdiocese of Denver are now being encouraged to increase the
number of people who can attend Mass, with respect to
local restrictions. The dispensation from the obligation
to attend Mass every Sunday will remain in place for the
time being. That said, this is not a dispensation from
keeping the Lord’s day holy (see page 8). Eventually,
when the obligation is restored, those who are at
risk or are possibly infected will not be expected
to attend Mass. Before this occurs, clear guidance will be given.
For these challenging days all of us need
the gifts of faith, hope and charity. I am
reminded of the story of Jesus walking on
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+ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA
Follow Archbishop Aquila on Social media:

the water toward the disciples as they were tossed about
by the sea. He came in the fourth watch of the night, which
was between 3 and 6 a.m. As the disciples cried out in
fright, he told them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
And when St. Peter tried to walk on the water and began
to sink, he shouted, “Lord, save me!” Jesus responded by
catching him and saying, “O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?” (Cf. Mt. 14:22-33).
Let us each ask the Lord for the gift of faith in his saving
power, for hope in his goodness and love for us, and for
hearts that love as he does. As you read these pages, may
you find inspiration and encouragement to continue your
walk with Jesus and his Church at this particular moment
in history. May God bless you!

Wednesday, Nov. 11, 6:15 p.m.

archden.org/livestream
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OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
REVEREND BRANDON BERG, O.F.M. CAP. has been
granted Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver and appointed as Parochial Vicar of Annunciation Parish in Denver, Colorado
REVEREND SIMON KALONGA has been reappointed
Pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Fort Collins effective
immediately until June 30, 2023 and appointed as
Administrator pro tempore of Holy Family Parish in
Fort Collins, Colorado, effective September 16, 2020, ad
nutum archiepiscopi.

Forever on
Thanksgiving Day
the heart will
find the pathway
home.
W I L B U R D. N E S B I T

REVEREND JOSEPH HARTMANN has been reappointed
Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph Parish in Fort Collins effective immediately, ad nutum archiepiscopi and appointed
Parochial Vicar of Holy Family Parish in Fort Collins,
Colorado, effective September 16, 2020, ad nutum
archiepiscopi.
REVEREND JOSÉ ANIBAL CHICAS has been appointed
Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph Parish and of Holy Family
Parish in Fort Collins, Colorado, effective September 16,
2020, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
REVEREND IRENEUSZ KUZMICKI has been granted
Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver and
appointed Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of Loreto Parish
in Foxfield, Colorado, effective September 16, 2020, for a
period of three years, until June 30, 2023.
REVEREND ERNIE SHERSTONE, O.M.V., will be granted
Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver and
assigned as a Spiritual Director at the St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, effective October 15, 2020, until his
assignment here is complete. He will be in residence at the
Oblate Community in Golden, Colorado.

OTHER
REVEREND BRENDAN ROLLING, O.S.B. has been
granted Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver and appointed for mission and ministry with the
Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS),
effective immediately, until June 30, 2021.
REVEREND GLENN RAY BREED, M.S.A., has been
granted Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver, effective immediately, until January 31, 2022. He
will serve primarily in the Fort Collins, Colorado area and
be in residence in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Home is here.
Free rent until
Thanksgiving.
For more information, call our trusted advisors,
Pam or Melissa today at
720.909.3814.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA TO HONOR
THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED
Last year, the first of an annual special
Mass was celebrated that honored
our veterans. It was organized by the
deacons of the Archdiocese of Denver
who minister to veterans through the
In God We Trust apostolate. This year,
the Mass will not be celebrated in
public due to coronavirus restrictions
but will instead be livestreamed. Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila will celebrate
the Mass this year.
DENVER CATHOLIC | OCTOBER 2020

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado

HomeIsHere.org
*Restrictions apply.
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RETU RNING TO MASS

BY DR.
SEAN INNERST
Associate Professor
at St. John Vianney
Theological
Seminary

We are a
remnant
people
Those who speak the
strange language of
Eucharistic love have
always been and always
will be a remnant – the
“little flock” of the
Good Shepherd – which
is all the more reason
for Christians to return
home to the Holy Mass.

I

n a letter to the world’s bishops
dated August 15, the Solemnity of the
Assumption of Mary, and approved for
publication by Pope Francis on Sept. 3,
Robert Cardinal Sarah, who is the Prefect
of the Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments in
the Vatican, invited the Catholic world
to return to Mass. The sentence you have
just read would have seemed ridiculous
just nine months ago. The Sunday Mass
“obligation” is a unique facet of Catholic
culture of which even many outside the
Church are aware. It rankles those who
deny the Church’s claims and is demonstrative of her divine authority for those
who love her. And while there has been
a precipitous decline since the mid-20th
century in the percentage of Catholics
who report that they have been to Mass
in the last week (from about 75% to
39%), those who love her, really love her,
normally go every week, without fail.
Of course, the Pew Center and Gallup
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• Day-school with student housing available
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Catholic practice. The pollsters don’t ask, “Do you
Imagine...
believe in one God, the Father Almighty…?” or “Do
• 97% Catholic, one church town • Affordable housing and
you believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
plentiful labor
• ON-SITE, IN PERSON Pre-K 12th
Church?” These are not poll questions, but oaths
• Virtually non-existent crime
grade Catholic school faithful
unto death for those of us who regularly read
to Magisterium
the Denver Catholic, for those of us for whom the
• Day-school with student
Church is “the pillar and bulwark of the truth” (1
housing available
• Self-sufficient, entrepreneurial
Tm 3:15), “the body of Christ” (1 Cor 12:27), even
community
“Mount Zion…city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem…the assembly of the first-born who are
enrolled in heaven” (Heb 12:22-23).
The Church is not a party, an ideological faction,
an identity group whose numbers can be totaled
to calculate her political clout. She is the mystiDenny Bauer (308)-370-1424 • Amy McKay (308)-571-0316
cal Bride of Christ who lives from day to day
on
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the invisible Flesh and Blood of her Groom,Imagine...
made
visible in the forms of bread and wine through
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Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The pollsters won’t
Catholic school faithful to Magisterium
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Day-school
with student housing available
the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God?”
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be a remnant, will always be the “little flock” of the
www.spaldingacademy.org
Good Shepherd. As Noah and his family were the
remnant, as Israel was herself a remnant, as the
hardy survivors of the 40 years in the desert were a
remnant, so are the Catholic faithful always a remnant. The pollster will want to ask, “Exactly what
CONFE S SIONS
M A S S TIME S
percentage of the population is included in this
remnant?” The answer to that question will never
Monday - Friday
Saturday Mass
be published; it is known, of course, as the number
of the hairs on your head is known, but only in the
11 am - 12:00 pm
4:30 pm (Anticipated)
pierced Heart of Jesus, our High Priest and universal King.
Saturday
Sunday Masses
Like those remnants of the past we have suf3 pm - 4 pm
8:30 am, 10:30 am,
fered a deluge of sin, we have seen that we must
12:30 pm and 6:30 pm
leave the house of our fathers and go to a strange
Sunday
land, and we have been tested by a Eucharistic
famine and the death-dealing serpents of this
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Daily Masses
world. In an August 24 article in First Things which
Monday - Friday:
anticipated Cardinal Sarah’s call for a return to
7 am, 12:10 pm, 5:30 pm
Mass in many ways, Archbishop Aquila described
Monday: 3 pm +65
the cause of the aridity of the desert landscape in
which we find ourselves: “By removing God from
Saturday: 7 am
the center, our culture has come to the point of
societal dissolution.”
Truer words have never been spoken; in some ⊲

BEST KEPT SECRET FOR FAMILIES

Is Your RIGHT SIDE UP Community In An
Upside Down World!
Come Join Us!

www.spaldingacademy.org

*

Upside Down World!

Fr. Ron Cattany and the clergy and staff of
The Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception welcomes you back to Mass.

DENVER CATHOLIC | OCTOBER 2020

303-831-7010
denvercathedral.org
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measure they have always been true – of the world. St. James
in his epistle tells the Church of his day (and ours!), “whoever
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of
God” (Jas 4:4). St. Augustine described the world – what he
called the earthly city – as made up of those who love themselves unto hatred of God. Archbishop Aquila surveys the
same city and observes a “myopic focus on the temporal over
the eternal, the horizontal over the vertical.” The harsh light
of the desert always sharpens the vision of the remnant. That
is what the desert is for; it helps us see clearly what all our
Christian forbearers saw, that the whole world is a desert, a
time of testing. Many of us – and I fully include myself in this
– had begun to think of this 21st century version of the world
as our home.
To see the world so, is to be lost, to be part of the “societal dissolution” of the age. To recognize the world for what
it is, is to be a normal Christian, a member of the universal
remnant. Our true home is not the world, but the City of
God, that place where God is loved more than self, where the

…We must also make certain the
Mass remains the source and
summit of our Christian life.
The one, true sacrifice of Christ
is the sacrifice that all other
sacrifices should be grafted into.”
CARDINAL ROBERT SARAH
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horizontal is always read by gazing up, or as the
Latin phrase has it, sub specie aeternitatis.
What Cardinal Sarah calls for is a return
to Christian normalcy: “This Congregation is
deeply grateful to the Bishops for their commitment and effort in trying to respond in the
best possible way to an unforeseen and complex
situation…As soon as circumstances permit,
however, it is necessary and urgent to return to
the normality of Christian life, which has the
church building as its home and the celebration
of the liturgy, especially the Eucharist, as ‘the
summit toward which the activity of the Church
is directed, at the same time it is the font from
which all her power flows’ (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 10).”
Archbishop Aquila, too, calls us to return
home, to take the proper lesson from this desert
sojourn: “Our happiness, temporal and eternal,
depends on turning somewhere else for a vaccine to inoculate ourselves from the spiritual
virus that wreaks much more damage than anything COVID-19 can inflict.” And, like Cardinal
Sarah, he invites us to the “summit,” and to the
only real antidote to the sting of the seraph serpents that infest the desert floor:
“Our physical health is indeed a great dignity
that we should protect, but our spiritual health
is what determines our eternal destination. To
let the physical eclipse the spiritual is to surrender to the devil and his empty promises…This
time of worldwide pandemic provides new ways
for each of us to offer our daily sacrifices for the
sanctification of the world. Today there is no
shortage of ways we must all sacrifice…We must
also make certain the Mass remains the source
and summit of our Christian life. The one, true
sacrifice of Christ is the sacrifice that all other
sacrifices should be grafted into.”
Both Cardinal Sarah and Archbishop Aquila
are speaking remnant language, the language of
Eucharistic love. If you have, in these last desert
months, come to think of the desert as your
proper home, then think about returning to
the summit, to your true home, “to Mount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, and to the assembly of the first-born
who are enrolled in heaven, and to a God who is
judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks
more graciously than the blood of Abel” (Heb
12;22-24). Consider returning home, to Christian normalcy, to the Holy Mass.
OCTOBER 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC
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Dispensations:

An excuse to skip Mass?

D
BY ANTHONY ST.
LOUIS-SANCHEZ
Judge for the
Archdiocese
of Denver
Metropolitan
Tribunal and Office
of Canonical Affair

uring this time of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Christian faithful of the
Archdiocese of Denver have received a
dispensation from their Sunday obligation of
participating in Mass. This dispensation was
given in a decree of the Archbishop of Denver.
One might wonder whether the Archbishop of
Denver has the authority to issue such a dispensation. Let’s consider closely what a dispensation is and is not.
A dispensation is a relaxation of an ecclesiastical law, in a particular case, given by a competent authority, for a just cause, to a person or
persons such that they are released from being
bound to the law. This may sound complex, but
let’s take it one step at a time. A dispensation is
a relaxation of the law. The law does not cease.
It continues to bind everyone who is not subject
to the dispensation. A dispensation is also only
good for one particular case or set of circumstances. Even though the COVID-19 pandemic

The Divine law requirement to keep Sunday
holy cannot be dispensed. If Catholics do
not attend Sunday Mass, then they must
do something to fulfill the Divine law
requirement.”
8

has already lasted for months and likely will
continue for months to come, canon law would
consider a pandemic to be one particular case.
Dispensations are therefore only temporary
relaxations of the law.
Dispensations are also only granted for
ecclesiastical laws. There are many different
types of laws: Divine laws, ecclesiastical laws,
and civil/secular laws. The idea of a dispensation does not exist in civil law. Whenever a lawmaker makes a law, it is impossible to foresee
every possible situation in which the law could
apply. With dispensations, canon law is much
more flexible than civil law because it can better
respond to the unique situation.
However, this logic does not apply to Divine
laws. Divine laws are laws that God established
and enacted in the Sacred Scriptures. One example of Divine law is the Ten Commandments.
God commands us in the third commandment
to keep holy the sabbath. This is a precept of the
Divine law. Bishops cannot grant dispensations
from Divine law. The Archbishop’s decree does
not attempt to dispense from the Divine law, but
it does dispense from the ecclesiastical law.
For the Sunday obligation, there are two
aspects to it. You have a Divine law foundation, upon which is added an ecclesiastical law
extension. The Divine law stipulates the need to
keep Sunday holy, whereas the ecclesiastical law
OCTOBER 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

directs this practice and requires attendance at
Sunday Mass and on holy days of obligation. It
is important to keep this distinction clearly in
mind. The Archbishop can dispense you from
the ecclesiastical requirement to participate in
Sunday Mass, but not the Divine law requirement to keep Sunday holy.
The ecclesiastical law requires in-person
participation at Mass. Vatican II calls for our full
and active participation in the liturgy. Watching a virtual Mass is a pious and commendable
practice, but it does not fulfill the ecclesiastical
obligation for our in-person, active participation
in the liturgy. During the pandemic, the Archbishop of Denver has relaxed this requirement of
ecclesiastical law for those living in the Archdiocese of Denver. However, the Divine law requirement to keep Sunday holy cannot be dispensed.
If Catholics do not attend Sunday Mass, then
they must do something to fulfill the Divine law
requirement. This can take the form of reading
the Sunday readings, saying an Our Father and
making an act of spiritual communion, among
other pious practices. Such practices may fulfill
the Divine law requirement, but not the ecclesiastical law requirement. Once the dispensation
is revoked, Catholics will be once again obliged
to actively participate at Sunday Mass, in person.
Once the dispensation is no longer in place, it
will be necessary to prudently discern whether
you are able to attend Sunday Mass. Even without a dispensation, it may be necessary for certain persons to refrain from attendance at the
liturgy, such as those especially susceptible to
the virus and those who are sick. How is it possible to legitimately skip Mass without a dispensation? There is a principle of canon law which
states, “No one is obliged to do the impossible.”
In canon law, if it is impossible for one to fulfill
an obligation, then that obligation is suspended
until the impossibility is removed. Things can be
either physically impossible or morally impossible. If you are sick, then it is morally impossible
for you to actively participate in the liturgy.
Especially now, we have a moral responsibility
not to spread illnesses to the vulnerable. For
those especially vulnerable to the coronavirus, it
may also be morally impossible to attend Mass.
This takes discernment of your unique situation.
In a case of impossibility, the situation itself lifts
your obligation for participation at Mass. On
the other hand, if you are physically and morally able to attend but have a just reason for not
attending, then you should approach your pastor
to request a dispensation.
DENVER CATHOLIC | OCTOBER 2020

In this
together.
This is our community. And we will
be here for the families of Denver
in their time of need.

HoranCares.com/Catholic
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HopeGala
of

2021

Save the Date

Saturday, January 16, 2021
SAME
GREAT
VENUE!

The Gaylord Rockies
Resort & Conference Center

6700 North Gaylord Rockies Blvd. | Aurora, CO 80019

Marisol Services - 10th Annual Benefit Dinner
4:30 Mass
5:30 Cocktails, Marketplace
7:00 Dinner and Program
BEACON OF HOPE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Tim & Martha Reichert
For tickets, sponsorships or donations to the Marketplace
please contact: Shelly Saeman at 720-799-9289 or ssaeman@ccdenver.org

Register online at ccdenver.org/Beacon
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Mt. Olivet & St. Simeon Catholic Cemeteries
Archdiocese of Denver Mortuaries
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Dispensations: What are they?
A dispensation is the temporary relaxation of a law, in a particular case, given by a competent authority
for a just reason. As Catholics, we are bound by both Divine Law (received through Divine Revelation)
and Ecclesiastical Law (promulgated by the Church):

TWO TYPES OF LAWS
DIVINE


Laws God established and
enacted in Sacred Scripture



Dispensations cannot be
granted to Divine Law
Third commandment: Keep
the Sabbath holy

ECCLESIASTICAL
Governs the doctrine of the
Catholic Church
Dispensations can be granted to
Ecclesiastical Law
Our obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation

DISCERNING DISPENSATION

Physically Impossible (good of the individual)
» If one has underlying health concerns
» If one is elderly or has a condition that
makes one more susceptible to the virus
» If one needs to decrease risk of exposure
due to living with or caring for someone
who is more susceptible to the virus

2
EXAMPLES

1
EXAMPLES

Once the dispensation is lifted, Catholics will once again have the ecclesiastical obligation to
attend Sunday and Holy Day Masses. However, it may be necessary for certain persons to still
refrain from attendance at the Liturgy. A principle of canon law states: “No one is obliged to do
the impossible.” Therefore, it is permissible for one to discern if it is either physically or morally
impossible for one to attend Mass based on legitimate reasons.

Morally Impossible (good of the community)
» If one is sick
» If one is showing symptoms of
sickness
» If one had a recent known exposure
to COVID-19

DID YOU KNOW...
Watching a virtual Mass never fulfills the ecclesiastical obligation to
participate in the Sacred Liturgy in person. If a person is dispensed
from the obligation or has discerned a legitimate reason to stay
home, a virtual Mass is recommended as a pious activity.

For an even more in-depth look at dispensations, see pgs. 8-9
Special thanks to Anthony St. Louis Sanchez for much of the information here.
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‘Only one thing is necessary’
It’s Time to Return
to What Is Most
Essential: The Mass.

“M

BY DR. R. JARED
STAUDT
Director of
Formation for
the Archdiocese
of Denver

12

artha, Martha, you are anxious and
troubled about many things, but
only one thing is necessary” (Lk
10:41-42). It would be easy to imagine Christ
saying this to us now, calling us away from our
anxieties to sit at his feet, like Martha’s sister
Mary. Jesus wants to give us the peace that we
need in the midst of our anxiety about “many
things.” By calling us into communion with him,
Jesus shows us that He is the one thing that is
necessary, the most essential thing in our lives.
Anxiety may be understandable at this
moment, but to face it God continues to remind
us of what is ultimately most important.
Because he didn’t make us for this world, he
offers us a happiness that doesn’t depend on
earthly peace and stability. Even in suffering,
God “makes all things work together for the

good for those who love” Him (Rom 8:28). On
our own, we fall into anxiety but with Jesus we
can face any difficulty: “It is I; do not be afraid”
(Jn 6:20). Possessing the one thing necessary, we
can say with Paul, “I can do all things in Christ
who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13).
We call the Eucharist the source and summit
of our faith because through the supernatural life it bestows, we become truly alive. The
early Christians realized this and were willing
to risk everything just to go to Mass. The was
incomprehensible to the Romans, leading one
prosecutor to ask Christians on trial in Abitinae,
North Africa why they did it. Sine Domenico,
one of the martyrs answered, non possumus,
that is, “without the Lord’s [Day], we cannot
live.” The editor who wrote the account of their
martyrdom commented, “O foolish question,
as if someone could be a Christian without the
Lord’s Day.” I recently heard someone express
a similar notion: “I’d rather die with the sacraments than live without them.”
Cardinal Robert Sarah, writing from the Vatican, has recently called the entire Church, in
his letter “Let Us Return to the Eucharist with
Joy,” to return to Mass as quickly as possible.
Quoting Jesus’ own words, he reminds us, “‘He
OCTOBER 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

NOW
ENROLLING
PRESCHOOL
2-YEAR OLDS
• Spots available for the 20-21 school year
• 5-day or 3-day options
• Full-day or half-day options
• Students must be 2.5 years old by
October 1st and be potty trained

who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains
in me and I in him’ (Jn 6:56). This physical
contact with the Lord is vital, indispensable,
irreplaceable. Once the concrete measures that
can be taken to reduce the spread of the virus to
a minimum have been identified and adopted,
it is necessary that all resume their place in the
assembly of brothers and sisters, rediscover the
irreplaceable preciousness and beauty of the
celebration of the liturgy, and invite and encourage again those brothers and sisters have been
discouraged, frightened, absent or uninvolved
for too long.” Living without the source of our
supernatural life truly threatens the health of
our souls and leaves a hole where God should
reside in the center of our lives.
Going to Mass has never been a matter of
mere obligation. God gave us the commandments to guide us along the path of life. To be
truly happy, we must recognize Him as God (the
first commandment), truly honor and respect
Him (the second commandment), and show our
commitment to Him by setting aside time faithfully for worship (the third commandment). We
do not simply go to Mass for ourselves. If this
were true, we could easily fall into a consumerist mentality of seeking out only what pleases
and serves us individually. We go to Mass out
of justice and love: to thank God for all that He
has given us; to honor Him for His greatness
and goodness; and to place ourselves under ⊲
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Learn More

CONTACT MELISSA:

m.english@bscs-denver.net

www.bscs-denver.net

Turn your
Clunker
into Cash!

Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.
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We go to Mass out of justice and love: to thank
God for all that He has given us; to honor Him for
His greatness and goodness; and to place ourselves
under His mercy and love.”
His mercy and love. In celebrating
the Lord’s Day, giving one day a week
back to God, we find the rest that we
need to live in true freedom by breaking out of slavery to work, distraction, and dependence upon material
things.
We can no longer take the Mass for
granted; our old habits are no longer
sufficient. We need to make a choice
about what we find most essential. On
February 12, 304, 49 men, women, and
children gave their life for the Mass,
which the Roman Empire had deemed
illegal, in the town of Abitinae, North
Africa. This is no mere historical
event, as it provides an enduring
witness to priority of God above all

else. More recently, just a little down
the Mediterranean coast in Libya, on
February 15, 2015, 21 men (20 of them
from Egypt and one from Ghana) also
gave their life for Christ. Speaking
of the death of the 20 men from his
diocese, Metropolitan Pavnotios of
Samalut related that “far from being
intimidating, it gives us courage. It
shous us the martyr’s heroic bravery,
and the fact that they spent their last
moments alive in prayer proves the
strength of their faith” (Martin Mosebach, The 21: A Journey into the Land of
Coptic Martyrs, Plough, 2020).
We may not be called to give our
life for the Mass or for our faith, but
we have found that the Mass requires

more effort than in the past. It calls us
not only to sacrifice in small ways, but
to give our life to Christ and to accept
him as most essential in our lives.
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone,
facing “willful discrimination” in San
Francisco, has led the charge in showing us how free exercise of religion
has been eroded in our country. Under
the banner of “We are essential:
Free the Mass!” he explained: “The
highest law is love of God and love
of neighbor, and that law has to take
precedence over the human-made law
of the state when government would
ask us to turn our backs on God or our
neighbor in need.” The witness of the
martyrs remains pertinent, indeed.
What is most essential in your life?
What are you willing to do to preserve
your right to worship God? We are
now all faced with these questions.
Jesus continues to invite us to sit at
His feet and to remind us, “only one
thing is necessary.”

ANNUAL SEMINARIES’ APPEAL
Please support our future priests

110 seminarians

attending both Seminaries

$60,000 the cost

to educate one seminarian

45 average years an

ordained priest will serve

DONATE TODAY
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go to archden.org/futurepriests or call 303-867-0614
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“The future of our world is in our classrooms”
If you have a 7th or 8th grade student who
is interested in attending Arrupe Jesuit,
please join us at the following events!

Friday Visits
Reserve your visit on our website!
School Placement Test
Saturday, December 5th ~ 8:30am
Application Deadline
Monday, December 7th ~ 5:00pm

Arrupe Jesuit High School
4343 Utica Street, Denver, CO 80212 ~ 303-455-4661
Visit us at www.ArrupeJesuit.com/Admissions

DC Open House Ad + Nondiscrimination 1.indd 1

Notice of
Nondiscriminatory
Policy As To
Students
Arrupe Jesuit High
School and Arrupe
Corporate Work
Study Program admit
students of any race,
color, national, and
ethnic origin. It does
not discriminate on
the basis of race,
color, national, and
ethnic origin in
administration of its
educational policies,
admissions policies,
scholarship programs,
athletics, or other
school administered
programs.
10/2/2020 2:15:59 PM

Open House Tours
– by Appointment –
October 26-29, 2020,
4:00pm - 6:00pm
Personal Family Tours
– by Appointment –
Call Admissions to Schedule
High School Placement Test
for 8th graders
November 14 or December 5
Now Accepting Incoming
Freshman applications
Application Deadline
December 11, 2020

A Family of Faith
Educating the Whole Person:
Spirit, Mind, and Body

Now accepting transfer student
applications for 2nd semester

Visit our website at www.holyfamilyhs.com and click on “Inquire Now”
to register for any of these events.
DENVER CATHOLIC | OCTOBER 2020
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RETU RNING TO MASS

From the desert,
The COVID pandemic has been like a
desert sojourn for many of us – barren,
exhausting and empty. But even within
the desert, the Lord is doing a new
thing and creating something beautiful.

G

. K. Chesterton and several other literary figures were asked one evening what
book they would prefer to have with
them if stranded on a desert isle. One writer
said without hesitation: “The complete works
of Shakespeare.” Another said, “I’d choose the
Bible.” They turned to Chesterton. “How about
you?” And Chesterton replied, “I would choose
Thomas’s Guide to Practical Ship Building.”
Like Chesterton, we might be looking to
escape our confinement of living in our current circumstances. We feel imprisoned in
our homes, isolated from others, desperately
wishing to go back out into society to live our
normal lives. We have felt the devastation of the
COVID pandemic – the loss of precious loved
ones, the absence of meaningful connection,
unemployment, economic ruin, family stress,
and the challenge of educating our children. We
often feel vulnerable, out of control and fearful.
In many ways, the COVID experience has been
a desert existence, stripped down and empty.
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And yet in the emptiness, many have discovered
the fullness of God’s presence. God seems to be
clearing away non-essential things to make us
realize what is truly important.
The desert is barren and inhospitable, often
the abode of wild animals and snakes, and
subject to extremes of temperature. We either
don’t want to be there out of reluctance and
fear, or we freely go there with some strong
and set purpose, which is at least necessary
to pass through it. The desert is a place that
symbolizes the test of endurance with two possible outcomes – victory or succumbing. Desert
dwellers seek a barren physical environment for
the same reason that they seek an undistracted
mind, namely, to reduce the struggle to its
barest and most essential elements. The desert
affords us the opportunity to unite more fully
with the Lord. Jesus, who himself endured the
desert, wants us to realize his presence to us in
the emptiness we feel in our hearts. He wants
us to rediscover the value of prayer, especially
with his Word in the Scriptures. He wants us
to hunger and thirst for his Body and Blood in
the Eucharist, the manna in the desert which
sustains us on our journey through this life to
life eternal.
The desert seems to be barren of plant life.
But the soil is fertile, and with a little rain, old
seeds generate new plants. In our strippeddown existence, we may discover new life
being generated. During the pandemic, I have
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something new
witnessed growth in the virtue of humility in
the realization of how little we are in control
and need to depend on God and one another.
People have been tried in the virtue of patience
in bearing with self and one another. There
have been so many opportunities to show charity toward one another, especially those who
are poor, weak and needy.
The pandemic has made us re-examine our
priorities and re-evaluate the status quo in
our lives. I know many people who have made
extraordinary changes in their lives, reinventing
themselves by starting new careers or caring
more for family members. One woman, frustrated in working from home, has decided to
transition from her usual work to pursue her
dream of becoming a life coach. Personally, I
was frustrated by hardly being able to celebrate
my 25th anniversary of ordination during the
lockdown. Instead, I commemorated it by writing a 300-page book on the priesthood over that
intense three-month period. Using the imagery
of the Song of Songs, I was able to show how the
ministerial priest radiates the beauty of Christ
the Bridegroom, and perfects the beauty of the
Christ’s bride, the Church.

One thing is certain, the COVID crisis has
meant suffering for everyone. We as Christians
recognize the Cross as essential to our lives and
necessary for spiritual growth. Jesus explained:
“Was it not necessary that the Christ should
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (Lk
24:26). A scientist once observed a new butterfly struggling in an exhaustive fight to release
its wings from the imprisonment of its cocoon.
Out of curiosity or pity for the poor insect, he
intervened and carefully freed the butterfly by
cutting it loose from its thready case. Later he
observed that the wings did not develop normally. They were smaller and weaker. Also, the
color in the wings was not as bright and beautiful. Finally, sooner than expected, the butterfly
died. His conclusion from this intervention in
nature was that the struggle of the butterfly
was a necessary step in its development of the
strength and stamina required to endure greater
the challenges awaiting it.
Through our sufferings God is making us
brighter and more beautiful people, fire-tried
gold in the furnace of adversity (Eccl. 2:5). May
the Lord turn the desert of this pandemic into
living streams of his love.

BY FATHER GREG
CLEVELAND,
O.M.V.
Executive Director
of the Lanteri
Center for Spiritual
Direction

The Lanteri Center offers spiritual encouragement and spiritual direction. If you are
committed to growing in a disciplined life of prayer and would like to meet regularly
with a mature and experienced guide, contact the Lanteri Center at

303-298-1498, or learn more at omvusa.org/lanteri-center/
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CORONAVIRUS & THE MASS

Following
the science
BY DEACON ROB LANCIOTTI
Deacon Rob Lanciotti is a permanent deacon at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Fort
Collins and holds a doctoral degree in Microbiology. He was employed as a
virologist for the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) for 29 years.

Back in June as we began returning to
Mass, I wrote from my perspective as
a virologist with experience in public
health that attending Mass for most
people was a relatively low risk event.

T

he past several months have
convinced me that this is still
the case. Mass attendance
under the guidelines that we are following in the Archdiocese of Denver
is reasonably safe, and at this point
most of us should be participating in
the weekly liturgy. Here I would like
to reiterate a few previously stated
points in support of this, with the
addition of new and valuable data.
It is unfortunate that most news
organizations are emphasizing case
numbers and other rare outcomes of
the disease. We may read about the
10-year-old who died of COVID-19,
yet the story fails to place this rare
event into perspective. For example,
there have been 72 deaths due to
COVID-19 among the 0-14 age category (of over 200,000 total fatalities),
whereas we typically have 700 deaths
due to drowning per year in this
same age cohort. COVID fatalities
are not even within the top 20 causes
of death for this age group. Media
emphasis on these rare outcomes
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has led to a generalized fear that is
unfounded for most of the US population. The facts are clear; the disease
is of low incidence overall and severe
outcomes and fatalities are occurring
among an identifiable sub-set of the
population - a subgroup that can be
protected. Overall, the public health
response and the media focus has
been disproportionate to the threat.
Catholics should focus on the facts
and not be manipulated by the press.
The overall rate of infection among
the entire population has been determined by randomized testing in 10
separate cities throughout the US.
New York City is clearly the exception, with an infection rate of around
20%. All other sites are at 5% or less.
For comparison the 1918 flu pandemic caused infections in well over
30% of the population.
Secondly, as has been observed
from the outset of the pandemic,
there is a clear age and health relationship between COVID-19 infection
and serious outcomes. Coronavirus

infection is significantly less serious than annual flu for those in the
0-24 age category, about the same
as annual flu for the 25-45 category,
more serious than flu for those in the
45-64, and significantly more serious in those over 65; especially with
pre-existing health conditions.
With these facts in mind, it is clear
that most people are at low risk of
serious outcome and thus should feel
safe returning to Mass; especially
with the precautions in place at the
Sunday liturgy.
Moving forward, there are two
principles of Catholic social teaching that I would like to reflect upon
that can be applied in dealing with
response to the pandemic; subsidiarity
and the common good. The principle
of subsidiarity teaches us that those
closest to the situation under consideration are best suited to make correct
decisions. Applied to this current
scenario this means that individuals
and families (not necessarily the government) are best suited to decide the
OCTOBER 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

SOURCES:
For example, there have been
64 deaths due to COVID-19
among the 0-14 age category
(of 180,000 total fatalities),
whereas there have been 700
deaths due to drowning.
COVID-19 fatalities by age
from: cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/
covid_weekly/index.htm
Deaths from other causes:
worldlifeexpectancy.com/usacause-of-death-by-age-andgender
The overall rate of infection
among the entire population
has been determined by randomized testing in 10 separate
cities throughout the US. NY
City is clearly the exception,
with an infection rate of around
20%. All other cites are at 5%
or less. For comparison the
1918 flu pandemic caused infections in well over 30% of the
population.
Seroprevalence study data
from: cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/
commercial-lab-surveys.html

appropriate level of precautions necessary. For example, a healthy couple
with young children should approach
returning to Mass differently than
an elderly couple with pre-existing
health conditions, because the risk
is objectively different for the two
categories. Secondly, the common
good, the health of others, must also
be considered. Although the couple
with young children is facing a disease
of low consequence for them, they
must consider the potential of infecting those in higher risk categories.
Combining these two principles, it is
possible for individuals and families to
make prudent decisions. As an aside, I
can attest from my 30 years of experience in public health that government
& public health officials detest subsidiarity, because they believe that it
is their role to inform and guide your
decisions. Unfortunately, they are
unable to assess every situation and
therefore generally overreact.
The National Center of Health
Statistics website reports that among
DENVER CATHOLIC | OCTOBER 2020

the 0-44 age category, automobile
traffic deaths (19,663) significantly
exceed COVID-19 deaths (4,638).
What this means is that for those
in this age category, the drive to
Mass poses a much greater risk than
attending Mass! My advice is that
each individual & family determine
their own health risk of attending
Mass, consider the risk to others, and
then make a decision. In this process,
it is essential to focus on the data
and ignore the media’s bias. Even
statements by Public Health officials
must be taken “with a grain of salt,”
since they believe that individuals are
unable to make good decisions, and
that it is their role to tell you what
to do. Without hesitation, I can say
that for the majority of individuals,
attending Mass at this time is a lowrisk endeavor. Finally, as should be
obvious to us, Mass attendance is of
paramount importance for our salvation and therefore we should do all we
reasonably can to participate in this
great liturgy!

1918 Influenza infection rate:
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC3291398/#:~:text=An%20
estimated%20one%20third%20
of,pandemics%20(3%2C4).
Coronavirus infection is significantly less serious than annual
flu for those in the 0-24 age
category, about the same as
annual flu for the 25-45 category, more serious than flu for
those in the 45-64, and significantly more serious in those
over 65; especially with pre-existing health conditions.
COVID-19 fatalities by age from
above compared to influenza
infection fatality rate average
of 0.12%
The National Center of Health
Statistics website reports that
among the 0-44 age category,
automobile traffic deaths
(19,663) significantly exceed
COVID-19 deaths (4,638).
COVID-19 fatalities by age from
cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid_
weekly/index.htm
Auto traffic deaths by age from:
www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/
usa-cause-of-death-by-ageand-gender
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RE LIGIOUS FRE E DOM

‘I KNEW I HAD
TO ESCAPE’
Fleeing Communist
Czechoslovakia

“Y

ou can understand freedom and then lose it – but it’s
something different to be born into a society where there
is no freedom. That’s all you know. That’s what’s normal,”
said Peter Stur, founder of the In Ipso Institute, as he recalled growing up in his native Czechoslovakia under Communist rule.
Living as a Catholic in a Communist society made him somewhat
of an oddity ever since he entered the world in 1963. He was mocked
not only by his friends, but also by his teachers and had to live with
the fact that, under Communism, the stigma of attending Mass
would follow him for the rest of his life.
“Before going to college, one of my teachers found out that I’d
learned to play the organ from my parish priest, and he said to me in
private, ‘Do you realize I have the power to change your future? I only
have to write “Organist” on your resume, and you’re done,’” Stur said.
“Fortunately, he didn’t.”
Stur didn’t know what it was like to practice his faith freely, until
he was forced to flee from his native country.
Even though his family wasn’t very devout, he was raised in a Christian worldview. His parents could get away with going to Mass because
they were simple workers, but professionals would lose their jobs.
Nonetheless, the story of his escape and deeper conversion
came years later, after he married his wife Dana. In one instance,
a coworker gifted him a copy of the New Testament, which would
soon prove to be life changing. Bibles were so rare that he had never
had a copy of his own.
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PLANNING TO ESCAPE

With the birth of his first son, the thought of
his family’s future took on a different tone. Stur
decided his family needed to escape if they ever
wanted to live a peaceful life. Yet it was no easy
task: a 10-year prison sentence awaited whoever
was caught simply planning to escape.
The biggest challenge, besides reaching the
border, was obtaining enough money to get by
after escaping. He turned to his father-in-law
for help, a Communist Party member who had
joined for social opportunity and not out of conviction. During his travels, Stur’s father-in-law
asked a few West Germans to send Stur a small
amount of money, enough to get by without raising much suspicion.
But the government found out.
“Immediately, there was suspicion… I had
17 interviews about my ‘connections’ with the
enemy in the West,” he said.
With each interview, the situation worsened:
spies broke into his office and would soon break
into his house – he’d seen it all too many times.
The decisive point, however, came on a Friday
in 1989, a few months before his planned escape.
Stur’s boss received a call from the highest office
of the secret police saying they would be there on
Wednesday to interview Stur and warned him.
“If the highest office of the secret police was
calling, I knew I had to escape. I couldn’t wait
anymore,” Stur said.
Stur contacted his father-in-law to execute
the plan that same weekend: Dana’s father
would pretend to be working during vacations
and drive Stur, his wife and their child to the
border.
Yet, as the final preparations were being
made, Stur’s son became very ill. This unfortunate situation forced them to leave him with his
grandmother, but not without the hope of seeing
him again soon. Stur’s father-in-law assured that
a reunification was possible under an agreement
signed by both Eastern and Western countries.
And so they fled.
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We discovered that
many of the threats to
freedom and conscience
we thought we had left
behind still emerged in
this land of opportunity.”
PETER STUR

A NEW BEGINNING
Stur and his wife escaped with no complications and reached a refugee camp in Nuremberg,
West Germany. There they lived for nearly two
years under precarious conditions.
Since the communist government was ignoring Stur’s persistent requests to reunite with his
son, he was forced to work illegally near the camp
doing whatever he could to earn money to pay for
a smuggler to bring his son across the Iron Curtain. Dana’s father couldn’t do it because of his
suspected role in helping with the escape, which
had led to his permanent travel suspension.
When the opportunity presented itself, they
hired a recommended smuggler to pose as the
baby’s relative. A few days later, the baby arrived
safely at the camp.
In the meantime, Stur had applied to different countries seeking permission to migrate.
But as he continued working, he suffered a devastating leg injury.
“The leg injury proved to be the hand of Providence,” he said. “When we left Czechoslovakia, I
had slipped that small Bible from my friend into
my pocket. I now began to read it in earnest. This
was the beginning of my real conversion. As I
read and pondered Scripture, I realized just how
little of Christianity I really understood.”
This blessing was followed by another. In
June 1991, he received a letter from the American
Embassy granting his family entry into the U.S.
“Again, the hand of God intervened… Since
I was at the camp, every single person who
had an interview at the embassy was denied
entrance. So, I was shocked when we were
accepted,” Stur said.
He and his family arrived in Denver 11 days
later – a blessing and also a daunting reality for
a family that didn’t speak the language, had no
possessions and was alone.
Even then, Stur eventually found work,
learned the language, started a successful
wood-working business and parented 10
children.
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WILL PROSPERITY REMAIN?
As his business grew during this peaceful
time, Stur encountered a perturbing reality.
“We discovered that many of the threats to
freedom and conscience we thought we had left
behind still emerged in this land of opportunity,” he said.
His business was greatly affected when a
contractor found out he had 10 children and no
longer worked with him.
“She and her colleagues were highly offended
that someone would bring so many children
into the world… Once again, I seem to have
crossed a socially unacceptable line,” he said. “As
it was under Communism, those who violate
the unwritten, but silently understood, diktats
of the ruling class will be punished, even in a
‘free’ country.”
The event proved to be providential, as it led
Stur to respond to a desire God had planted in
his heart. That is how he founded “In Ipso,” an
institute for the spiritual formation of the laity.
“It seems the errors of Russia that the Virgin
Mary warned about a century ago at Fatima have
indeed spread worldwide,” he concluded. “The
damage was done and the greatest challenge for
the Church today is to win back the ground that
has been lost… This is our mission as Catholics
for the foreseeable future. Like Christ, we must
become ‘a sign of contradiction.’”

A young Stur
pictured with
family at an
immigration
camp in
Germany in
the 80s.
Photo Provided

Peter Stur is
available for
talks on prayer,
spirituality and his
experience under
Communism.

in-ipso.org |
720.231.2660.

BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ
Managing Editor of
El Pueblo Católico
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#YesOn115

Archbishop Aquila:
Denver’s pro-life shepherd

T

ime and time again, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
has called people to an authentic encounter with
Jesus Christ – not just as an idea, but as a living,
incarnate person. It is from that encounter with the
person of Christ which flows a courageous and convicted
defense of the sacredness of human life. This is what
Christ calls us to as Christians, and it is how Archbishop
Aquila conducts carries out his mission as shepherd of the
Archdiocese of Denver’s flock.
Archbishop Aquila is no stranger to championing the
dignity of life at all stages, from conception until natural
death. His conviction for doing so doesn’t just come from
the teachings of the Church, but from a personal experience he had while working as a hospital orderly in 1968.
Archbishop Aquila witnessed the violence of abortion
firsthand, the full details of which he recounted in a 2013
pastoral letter entitled “40 Years of the Culture of Death.”
“I witnessed the death of two small people who never
had the chance to take a breath,” the Archbishop wrote
in the letter. “I can never forget that. And I have never
been the same.” This is why he fights nonstop to uphold
the dignity of life. And despite the pushback and political
pressure, he continues to fight.

The fight against the culture
of death is a long-term battle.
However, we must not let up in
our efforts to ensure that the
goodness of every human life
is respected in our laws, our
churches and our families.”
OCT. 9, 2019
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From praying in front of the Boulder
Abortion Clinic to addressing the crowd
each year at the Celebrate Life March and
Rally, Archbishop Aquila doesn’t show any
reservations about standing up for life in the
public square.
• Archbishop Aquila led a Eucharistic
Procession of nearly 1,800 people around
Planned Parenthood in Stapleton on
March 5, 2016.

As Catholics, we know that true
dignity comes from being a son
or daughter of the Father and that
no amount of suffering, disability, or
circumstance can take that away.”
FEB. 1, 2016

• Each year, Archbishop Aquila celebrates
a Mass at the Cathedral preceding the
Celebrate Life March and Rally, and
following that, he marches the streets of
Denver in defense of the dignity of all life,
from conception until natural death.
• On April 2, 2016, Archbishop Aquila led
a rosary and divine mercy chaplet at the
Colorado State Capitol as part of the
Prayer in the Square campaign.
• To mark the beginning of the 40 Days
for Life campaign, Archbishop Aquila
frequently travels to the Boulder
Abortion Clinic to pray with other
members of the pro-life community for
an end to the moral travesty of abortion.
• On Sept. 27, Archbishop Aquila held
Eucharistic Adoration in the parking lot
of Marisol Health, which is located across
the street from Planned Parenthood in
Stapleton.
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Standing up for
the unborn and
vulnerable will involve
suffering, but doing so
will grow our hearts to be
formed after the heart of
Jesus and determine the
future of our society.”
MAY 11, 2018
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SPECIAL REPORT

AN UPDATE FROM ARCHBISHOP AQUILA
20 20
My Dear Friends in Christ,

I am pleased to share this year’s Impact Report which highlights ministry
successes during the pandemic that were made possible through gifts to
the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.
I’ve compiled these testimonials, facts and figures and personal stories to
share the results of the ongoing prayerful and financial support from area
Catholics leading others to Christ during a very difficult time.
Together, let’s create many more success stories as we work toward our
goal of sharing the Gospel and leading others to Christ.
Sincerely and gratefully yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L., Archbishop of Denver

You are growing the future of our Church
2 Seminaries
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
&
Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary
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110 Seminarians being formed on campus
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Your gift supports

over 40 ministries

2020 Estimated Appeal Distribution
Catholic Schools

15%

Catholic Charities

12%

Seminaries and Religious Orders

12%

Parish Emergency Relief

11%

Spiritual and Pastoral Outreach

8%

Catholic Communications

7%

Parish Rebates

7%

Other Grants

7%

Family Camps, Outdoor Science
Education, Black Catholic Ministry
and Campus Ministry

6%

Marriage and Family Life, Youth Ministry,
Evangelization and Religious Education

6%

Hispanic Ministry/Centro San Juan Diego

5%

Appeal Campaign Costs

4%

A full list of ministries supported can be found at

Archden.org/givenow
100% of your donation goes
to support ministry operations.

No Appeal funds were, are, or ever will
be used for legal expenses or settlements.
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First $1 million

met with praise and
prayers from parishes
This year, to help alleviate financial hardships
parishes are facing due to the pandemic, the
first $1 million raised went to an Emergency
Parish Relief Fund.
This money helped parishes continue to
operate and carry out their ministries, which
remain as vital as ever.
“Thanks to the support from the
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal we were
able to keep our parish staff and cover our
expenses during these difficult times.
We are very grateful!”
— Fr. Wojciech Gierasimczyk
Pastor at St. Anthony of Padua, Denver

ARCHBISHOP’S CATHOLIC
APPEAL UPDATE
As of September 14, 2020:

Goal:
Pledged to Date:
Difference:
Paid to Date:

$10,366,374
$7,352,686
-$3,013,688
$6,885,635

Donors (pledges and one-time gifts):
Donors (monthly recurring gifts):

15,467
1,577
25

Donors Respond in Time

Nine Choirs of
Angels Levels of
Leadership Giving

of Need—70% of Goal to Date
The “Nine Choirs of Angels” Levels of Leadership
Giving was created as a guide to assist donors in offering
a stewardship based gift. Stewardship is the realization
that everything we have – our families, possessions,
careers – is a free and unmerited gift from God. Even in a
pandemic, donors are embracing the call to stewardship.
And for this, we are very grateful.
A sincere gratitude is also extended to the 1,600 donors
who support the works of the Church through monthly
recurring gifts. Monthly donations help ensure consistent
ministry operations throughout the year.
Many thanks to ALL Appeal donors
for your faith-filled responses.

Guardian Angel

$1,000 - $2,499

Archangel

$2,500 - $4,999

Principality

$5,000 - $9,999

Power

$10,000 - $14,999

Virtue

$15,000 - $19,999

Dominion

$20,000 - $24,999

Throne

$25,000 - $34,999

Cherubim

$35,000 - $49,999

Seraphim

$50,000+

Please consider joining the
“Nine Choirs of Angels”
Leadership giving with a recurring
gift of $84/month or more.

You are a hero to Catholic students
36

Catholic Schools

8,167

Catholic School Students

468

Students in St. Isidore
Catholic Curriculum
Online School
To address health concerns, we added an archdiocesan fulltime distance learning option for
students in kindergarten through eighth grade, St. Isidore Catholic Curriculum.

Please fill out the donation envelope in this issue,
OCTOBER 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC
26
donate online at archden.org/givenow or call
303-867-0614

You help make dreams come true
“If God commanded us to do great things, why not do them?” asks
Tomasa Ríos, one of the newest GED graduates at Centro San Juan
Diego. As a young girl, Tomasa received good grades and always
longed to study in high school; however, that was not a possibility
for her in Chihuahua, Mexico. Upon facing serious health concerns,
Tomasa’s desire to finish high school was reignited and brought to
the forefront. After a 32 year hiatus, she signed up for the GED class
in 2018 and successfully completed each exam on her first try!
Tomasa found supportive teachers at Centro who took the time to answer her questions, teach her
algebra, and motivate her to stay the course. “They are there 100% to support us and guide
us in our situation,” she notes.
Tomasa shares, “Graduating is a dream that I have always had—a success dedicated to God and to
my daughters.” Tomasa recently enrolled in Centro’s Bachelors Online Degree program and is working
towards a bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering.
Centro San Juan Diego provides adult education classes
to more than 5,000 Hispanic individuals annually.

You provided a bed for her baby
and a bright future for Jessica

Two weeks before Jessica, 25, delivered her baby girl, she prepared a crib in
her room at Samaritan House homeless shelter.
Jessica was provided baby supplies for her newborn. Case managers also helped
her reestablish employment and she has plans for care at a nearby Early
Childhood Education center. Jessica began counseling to address a challenging
childhood, her bipolar diagnosis, and recover from an abusive relationship.
Jessica also received spiritual support. She was grateful for the deacon who
visited her and Father Michael, the shelter chaplain who baptized her baby in
the chapel. Jessica said she’s optimistic about the future. She’s applied for
housing and looks forward to a new life with her baby.
As the social services arm of the Church, Catholic Charities receives essential
funding through its appeals, events, and grants to assist those in need. Regrettably,
the number of individuals seeking assistance continues to rise.
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The Archbishop’s Catholic appeal helps close the gap
in funding for Catholic Charities.
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MISSION ADVANCE ME NT

You can help advance the mission
of the Archdiocese of Denver

M

ost people can’t envision themselves as philanthropists. That image is reserved for multi-millionaires or even billionaires with well-known

names.
Philanthropy is about compassion and generosity for
others and the Archdiocese of Denver wants its faithful
members to know that the spiritual experience of charity
is available to everyone at all giving levels. The Archdiocese has more than 40 ministries that spread the missions
of faith formation, faith leadership and works of mercy.
The Archdiocese has made an intentional new focus on
its missions and that new concentration came with a new
name — the Office of Mission Advancement.
“The Archdiocese wants to engage with donors in a purposeful way that emphasizes the Church’s good works and
reinforces our mission of sharing the Gospel and bringing
others into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ,” said
Paul Dudzic, Chief Officer of Mission Advancement.
“Our impact is greater than ever because of our donors
and we want them to partner with us to lift up the Gospel’s message and enhance their giving experience at the
same time,” Dudzic said.
The office has a team of professionals who can partner
with donors and help them identify, prioritize and fulfill
their philanthropic goals and visions within the Church.
“Donors are able to understand more deeply where
they are giving,” said Major Gift Officer Kelsey Greiner.
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“We can introduce them to the different ministries, answer
any questions that they might have, and give them insight
into new initiatives within the ministries that they might
not get from just viewing the website.”
Andrew Castillo has been partnering with donors for
more than two years and he believes the relationships
between the ministries and the benefactors are a vital part
of the process.
“People who fundraise don’t want philanthropy to feel
transactional,” Castillo said. “Our job is to connect in that
place: where your love for the Catholic church, your personal philanthropy and the Church’s needs can meet.”
Nonprofit giving by individuals in the United State
totaled nearly $430 billion in 2018 and religious organizations make up almost 30 percent of that, according to
Giving USA statistics.
“Philanthropy is not just about money, it’s also about
being a champion of our work and helping connect us with
other passionate individuals who care about the Church,”
said Andrew Schaefer, Director of Mission Advancement.
Schaefer oversees the team of gift officers dedicated
to enhancing the impact of donations and philanthropic
goals.
“The Catholic Church has a great culture of community
and giving in many different ways — that is just one way
that makes the Catholic Church a special place,” Schaefer
said.
OCTOBER 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

BEHOLD,
I MAKE
ALL
THINGS
NEW.
Revelation 21:5

Offering services for
individuals, children, teens,
couples, and families.
• ADHD, Learning Disorders,
and Autism Testing

s

• Individual Therapy for
Adults and Children
• Family and Couple Counseling

“The Glory of God is man

• Post-Abortive Counseling
• Grief Support

TEAM ROSTER
Our team is here to be a resource for you and your family
as you make philanthropic decisions that help advance the
Mission of the Archdiocese within its more than 40 ministries including: Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal, Seeds of
Hope, Catholic elementary schools, Prophet Elijah House,
St. John Vianney Seminary, Redemptoris Mater Seminary,
Annunciation Heights, Centro San Juan Diego, Bishop
Machebeuf and Holy Family high schools.
Paul Dudzic
Chief Officer
of Mission
Advancement

Andrew
Schaefer
Director of Mission
Advancement

Andrew Castillo

Kelsey Greiner

Lisa Metcalfe

Major Gift Officer

Major Gift Officer

Major Gift Officer

WAYS YOU CAN HELP ADVANCE THE MISSION:

1
2
3

	Make financial contribution
commensurate with your capacity.
	Invite others to connect with the mission
advancement team and ministry leaders.
	Evangelize to help advance our faith and
share the Good News.

BY AMY BRYER BRUMLEY
Mission Advancement
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A ministry of Catholic Charities

Contact us: 720-377-1359

StRaphaelCounseling.com
Offices in Arvada, Boulder, Denver, Englewood, Fort Collins, Loveland, Sterling

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES
“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”

Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years INTERIOR RENOVATION
of service to the NEEDED $1,635,000
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.
org call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.
org
for more
information

Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Paint Interior
$1,240,000

EXTERIOR PRESERVATION
NEEDED $1,950,000

Transepts &
North Facade
$1,200,000
Rectory Leaking
Roof Recontruction
$750,000

Carpet
Replacement
$45,000
Security Cameras
$150,000

INTERIOR &
GROUND
PROJECTS
COMMITTED
TO DATE:
$785, 000

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PROJECTS
SPENT TO DATE:
$4,789,272
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Annunciation Heights
is mission-focused
T
he COVID-19 pandemic upended a lot of summer
plans across multiple industries. The hit was felt
especially hard at summer camps around the country, including our very own Annunciations Heights.
The mission of Annunciation Heights is to serve the
youth and family of the Archdiocese of Denver by offering
its grounds as a beautiful refuge outside of the city for
people to experience the beauty of God’s creation. The
camp serves as home to several missionaries who serve on
the camp full-time as part of the Altum Institute Missionary program.
While Annunciation Heights was not able to host
youth camps as they normally do in the spring and
summer, they were still able to fulfill their mission in other
ways. We chatted with Executive Director Kyle Mills about
the challenges the pandemic brought, how the camp
was able to adjust, and the exciting plans for the fall and
beyond.

DENVER CATHOLIC: How did COVID-19 affect the
plans Annunciation Heights had for this year?
KYLE MILLS: It was a big impact. The first thing that went
out the door was our JPII Outdoor lab program in the spring
and then all the guest groups that we had scheduled for
weekends during the spring months. That was the big and
immediate hit. Then the big question became, can we offer
summer programs for youth camps? We had scheduled several boys’ and girls’ camps as well as family camps, and we
spent a ton of time in dialogue amongst ourselves and with
other camps around the state and the country and organizations to navigate this. The whole camping world was
sort of turned up upside down, as were most industries. We
came to the conclusion that it was not going to be feasible
for us to have summer camps for youth. It was just too much
of a risk with what we knew at the time, and there were
too many variables that would make it nearly impossible to
do it successfully. Gratefully however, we were able to do

PLANNING
YOUR END OF YEAR
GIVING?

Support Youth at Annunciation Heights and Receive BOTH
a State Tax Credit and a Federal/State Tax Write-Off!
Maximize your generosity by giving to Annunciation
Heights Catholic Youth and Family Camp through
the Child Care Contribution Credit. On gifts
between $300-$100,000 you receive:

50% COLORADO STATE TAX CREDIT
100% FEDERAL TAX WRITE-OFF
100% STATE TAX WRITE-OFF
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A gift Annunciation Heights is one that supports youth and families by allowing them to encounter Christ through creation and
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community. Please consider making the most of your end of year gift. Find out more
by visiting annunciationheights.org/donate

a total of six family camps and other family-like programming in the summer. We had an incredible summer with
nearly 90 families altogether who were able to come up and
really have a special and blessed time with other families in
a safe and controlled way, almost entirely outside.

Just one call does it all!
BBB A+ rated for over 30 years
Same owner and operator for 30+years

CALL TODAY TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT!

303-428-8550

LEARN MORE
To learn more about
Annunciation Heights or to make
a contribution to its mission, visit

10%Discount

annunciatonheights.org
DC: What are your plans for the fall?
MILLS: Fall is upon us. We have seven missionaries here:
three returning missionaries and four new missionaries.
And we have pivoted our program for the JPII Outdoor lab
program to primarily serve Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese. It was a great accomplishment for Catholic schools
to get kids back to in-school learning this fall. So in order
to adapt to Covid-19 changes in schools we actually are
going to the some of the schools instead of them coming to
us and doing some of our lessons with them onsite at their
schools or in nearby parks. We have a number of schools
that have taken us up on this, and so far we have received
great feedback!
We are also still open on the weekends for guest groups
and parish retreats and college group retreats, and we’re
hosting a number of guest groups on the weekends. That is
still very much in motion, which has been great. We’re also
offering a new program for family outdoor lab opportunities
here at camp. For families that are unable for their kids to
be back in school, we’ve offered an opportunity for them
to camp with their family and basically do the outdoor lab
program as a family.
DC: How can people support the mission of Annunciation Heights, especially after such a difficult year?
MILLS: We want to invite people to come to camp. We
have a variety of ways they can come and enjoy being here.
Especially as we are in a COVID-19 environment, it’s so
good for the soul to get outside and to breathe the high
elevation areas of the Rocky Mountains and to take in its
beauty. So please come to camp! Talk to your pastor about
coming on a retreat. Sign your kids up for summer camp
in 2021. We’re going to be back, God willing, to a normal
summer camp this next summer.

READ MORE
Read the full Q&A at

denvercatholic.org

BY AARON LAMBERT
Managing Editor of the Denver Catholic
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THIS AD
WHEN YOU MENTION

• Patios Covers
• Sunrooms
• Carports
• Custom Garages
• Custom Remodeling

• Basement Finishing
• Additions
• Windows
• Roofing at prices you can afford!

Westec has been serving Colorado for 30+ years.
Same owner, one location, licensed, bonded and insured.

2850 W 92nd Ave.
Denver, CO 80260
westec-builders.com

Find a
treat this
October

3.24%
WITH AUTO RATES STARTING AT

NEW

|

APR*

USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

Call 303.424.5037 for an appointment
or apply online at Fideliscu.org
Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit
score must be 680 and above to receive the 3.24% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to
income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used
for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect
loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles Oct. 1-31, 2020.
Auto Loan Payment Example: A loan amount of $25,000, a term of 60 months, and
an APR of 3.24%; the payment would be $452 per month.
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VOTE R GUIDE

Election Year Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ,
You alone are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
In Your Church You show us the Way,
You teach us the Truth, and You give us Your Life.
Grant, we humbly beg You, that, always and in all things, we may
be faithful to You in Your Holy Church,
and to Your Vicar on Earth, the Supreme Pontiff, Pope Francis.
Grant also, we beg You, that, in these times of decision,
all who profess to be Catholic and who are entrusted with the sacred duty
to participate in public life, may, by the strength of Your grace,
unwaveringly follow Your Way and faithfully adhere to Your Truth,
living in You with all their mind and heart, for Your greater glory, the salvation
of souls, and the good of our nation. Amen.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of America, Pray for us.
Saint Thomas More, Patron of Religious Freedom, Pray for us.
Prayer by Cardinal Raymond Burke.
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How a Catholic
Should NOT Vote
⊲ 	
D ON’T

VOTE BASED ON POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION

No party aligns completely with Catholic beliefs and
values. Therefore, it is more important to consider a candidate’s position on important issues and not mainly
their political party. This means there exists a possibility of voting for candidates from different parties in the
elections.
⊲ 	
DON’T VOTE BASED ON CHARISMA,

APPEARANCE OR PERSONALITY

Some candidates may be better public speakers and
more engaging than others, but they may support issues
that directly oppose Christian principles. What matters is
not the appearance, but their stance on these issues.
⊲ 	
D ON’T

VOTE FOR CANDIDATES BASED ON THEIR
RELIGION, BUT ON THEIR POSITIONS

What to
do prior
to voting
Pray, so that God may guide
us in making the best decision,
taking into account the common
good and without seriously
compromising out faith.
Take this voting guide to prayer
to reflect on the important life
issues at hand. Read the official
document by the Colorado
Bishops at
cocatholicconference.org.
Research candidates’ stances at
the national, state and local levels,
considering how much influence
they have over certain topics.
Let faith, reason and charity
guide your conversations with
people who disagree with you.
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Unfortunately, many Catholic and Christian politicians
have rejected principles essential to the Christian faith in
the public square.
⊲ 	
D ON’T VOTE ONLY THINKING ABOUT YOURSELF
Catholics are called to consider the common good of
society and not only how voting for a certain person could
benefit them directly or indirectly. A candidate will affect
different areas of importance that need consideration.
⊲ 	
D ON’T

VOTE FOR CANDIDATES WHO ARE RIGHT ON ISSUES
OF LESS IMPORTANCE, BUT WRONG ON SERIOUS ISSUES

A Catholic is called to know how to weigh the severity
of certain acts and issues over others in order to decide
accordingly.
“Voter’s Guide for Serious Catholics”, Catholic Answers

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON VOTING OR
REGARDING CANDIDATE POSITIONS AND/OR PARTY
PLATFORMS, VISIT THE FOLLOWING WEBSITES:
Colorado Republican Party Cologop.org
National Republican Party Gop.com
Colorado Democrat Party Coloradodems.org
National Democrat Party Democrats.org
“Voting as a Catholic” (Colorado Catholic
Conference) cocatholicconference.org
“Faithful Citizenship” (USCCB)
usccb.org/issues-and- action/faithful-citizenship/
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Do certain moral issues
carry more weight
than others?

A

s Catholics, it is important to ask whether certain moral actions carry a greater level of severity than others. The answer is yes. This does
not mean that acts of lesser severity are not important.
It simply means that some sins, by the nature of the
act, are more serious. Even among deadly sins, there are
some that are more deadly than others. Thus, the faith
allows the Catholic to maintain a hierarchy of issues
based on their moral weight, considering the values
that are more foundational and take priority, and other
issues that are important but may belong to the category of “prudential judgment,” in which different opinions are acceptable insofar as they don’t undermine
human dignity.
The following list follows the order of the top 10
values that the Colorado Catholic Bishops agreed on.

READ THE OFFICIAL DOCUMENT AT
COCATHLOLICCONFERENCE.ORG

1

The Sanctity of Life
This category includes direct threats to the dignity of human life: abortion; cloning and destruction
of human embryos for research or even for potential
cures; the death penalty, when there are more reliable ways to protect society and address injustice;
physician-assisted suicide, and euthanasia.
Pope Saint John Paul II did not hesitate in placing
abortion and euthanasia at a unique level with
regard to other issues in his Encyclical Evangelium
Vitae. His intention was not to ignore the rest, but
to call attention to the severity of these acts and the
special harm they cause to society. Here are a few
reasons why:

1

They involve the direct and intentional
killing of an innocent human being. There
are many sins against the dignity of the
human person and many violations to a person’s rights, but in this case, the most foundational
right is at stake: the right to life.

2
3

Because of the victim: an innocent and
fragile human being, whether it be the
unborn baby or the elderly.

Because it breaks the most essential
family bonds. In the case of abortion, it
is the father or the mother; in the case of
euthanasia, the spouse or the children: the
people who were entrusted to love and care for that
person. In both cases, the bond of human family
relationships is broken.
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Will you feed a hungry
neighbor this Thanksgiving?
Bless someone
in need with a
hot meal for only
$1.76.
Thanks to a MATCH,
your gift will be
doubled!

4
5

It causes great harm to society. Abortion and euthanasia harm the common
good of society by destroying the family
bonds that form the base of society itself.

They are intrinsically evil. They can
never be justified. As John Paul II put it,
“No circumstance, no purpose, no law
whatsoever can ever make licit an act
which is intrinsically illicit, since it is contrary to
the Law of God which is written in every human
heart, knowable by reason itself, and proclaimed by
the Church” (EV, 62).

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink…”
- Matthew 25:35

Donate securely and safely online now at

ccdenver.org/givethanks

720-799-9311

6

Because of the Bible. Sacred Scripture
clearly refers to the unborn as a human
being, as the same person before and
after birth, and as a person whom God
has created and called. Besides the condemnation
of the act in Ex 21: 22-25, other passages attest it,
such as: “The Lord called me from the womb, from
the body of my mother he named my name” (Isa
49:1); “Thou didst knit me together in my mother’s
womb” (Psa 139:13); “When Elizabeth heard the
greetings of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb”
(Lk 1:41); “Why didst thou bring me forth from the
womb?” (Job 10:18) (See also Psa 22, 10; Isa 44:2; Jer
1:5, 20:17; Gal 1:15).
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2

Marriage & Family

Marriage is the cornerstone for society. In the
family, and with the guidance of their parents, a
person is called to mature and become a good citizen
who can contribute to the common good in society.
Thus, the government must support families and
marriages with its laws. As Catholics – and based
on the Bible and the biological nature of the human
person – we believe that a marriage can only exist
between a man and a woman. Today, marriage is
undermined by sexual orientation and gender identity ideologies that present “gender” as a social construct, dismissing biological sexual differences and
complementarity. Thus, it is important to defend its
true meaning.
Children must also be protected, valued and
nurtured in their home and in society. Adoptive and
foster care children must be placed in homes with
a married man and women or in environments that
don’t contradict the authentic meaning of life. Child
welfare services have a right to place children in
homes consistent with their religious beliefs.

3

Religious Liberty

Learn more
at mtyr.org

The First Amendment to the Constitution states,
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” The right to practice one’s religion freely
and without punishment from the government is
rooted in the dignity of the human person. In recent
years, it has increasingly been endangered in the U.S.
The tax exemption status of the Church has been
called into question by the government; people
and institutions of faith have been forced to fight
legal battles to avoid penalization for refusing to
act against their beliefs; and a growing antagonism
has erupted in vandalism of churches and religious
symbols. Catholics should ensure that the religious
liberty protections for individuals, churches and
institutions are protected and strengthened.
READ THE SEPTEMBER 2020 ISSUE OF
THE DENVER CATHOLIC MAGAZINE
FOR A DEEPER LOOK AT THIS TOPIC.
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4

Economic Justice,
Poverty and Welfare

The protection or undermining of the dignity
of the human person is to be the factor by which
economic decisions and institutions are assessed.
Welfare policy should reduce poverty and dependency, strengthen family life and help families leave
property through work, training, and assistance with
childcare, health care, housing and transportation.
Wages should allow workers to support their families, and public assistance should be available to help
poor families to live in dignity.

5

Health Care
The Church calls for health care to be rooted in the respect of human dignity, the protection of human life and the
respect of the principle of subsidiarity. It should also meet the needs of the poor and uninsured, especially born and
unborn children, pregnant women and other vulnerable populations. Employers, including religious groups and small
businesses, should be able to provide health care without being compromising their moral or religious convictions. Individuals should also be able to obtain health care that accords with their faith.
The Church opposes contraceptive and abortion mandates in public programs and health plans because they endanger the rights of conscience and can interfere with the parents’ right to guide the moral formation of their children.

6

Immigration
& Promoting
Foreign Peace
Immigration in America requires a comprehensive reform, which should include a fair legalization
program with a path to citizenship, a work program
with worker protections, family reunification policies,
and refuge for those fleeing persecution and violence.
The right and responsibility of nations to control their
borders and to maintain the rule of law should be pursued in a just and humane manner.
Promoting Peace is an essential Church teaching
for international relations. Although the Catholic
tradition recognizes the legitimacy of just war teaching when defending the innocent in the face of grave
evil, we should always keep in mind the cost of war
and its harm to human life. Nations are thus called to
resolve conflicts by peaceful means and to promote
reconciliation, without losing sight of their obligation
to defend human life and the common good against
terrorism, aggression and similar threats.
DENVER CATHOLIC | OCTOBER, 2020
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7

Education
Education policy for K-12 students should recognize parents as the primary educators of their children. Parents should be able to send their children to
schools of their choice with government assistance,
including public, private, religious, online, or blended
schooling options. Public education money should
ultimately follow the child to the school of their parents’ choice. It is important that the religious integrity and autonomy of Catholic schools are protected, for Catholic schools serve roughly 40 percent
of all private school students nationally, including
many low-income communities, and they also rely
on some government funding.
Pre-K education should also operate in a
manner similar to K-12 school choice: the government money should follow the child to the school
that fits the parents’ conscience. Furthermore,
lawmakers should uncouple federal financing from
accreditation in higher education and ease the federal regulatory burned on private universities.

8

Restorative Justice
A Criminal Justice reform should focus on
rehabilitation personas convicted of crime, while
also emphasizing penitence and redemption. A
humane and remedial rather than a strictly punitive approach includes supporting efforts that
justly reduce prison population, help people leaving
prison reintegrate into their communities, combat
recidivism, promote just sentencing reform… The
Church also stands in solidarity with crime survivors and encourages public policy to reflect with
understanding, compassion and healing.
Discrimination is a violation to human dignity,
whether based on race, religion, sex, ethnicity, disabling condition or age. Where the effects of past
discrimination persist, society has the obligation
to take positive steps to overcome the legacy of
injustice.
Human trafficking is a horrific crime against
the dignity and rights of the human person. It
is 21st-century slavery. The Church, state and
community must work together to eliminate the
root causes and markets that permit traffickers to
flourish, to seek the healing of the survivors and to
eradicate the crime.
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9

Energy &
Environment
Care for the environment and access to energy
is also a religious duty we share stewardship of
and responsibility for future generations. Public
policy should encourage energy conservation and
the development of alternative, renewable, and
clean-energy resources, without adding financial
burden to citizens and costing jobs. The Church calls
to address these issues with prudence, in pursuit of
the common good and considering the impact on
the poor.

10

Technology
The Church supports legislation on technology
that protects children and promotes human dignity.
Parents are encouraged to protect and nurture their
children in a digital world that offers both benefits
and dangers.

ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORTING CHECKLIST
☐

Suspicion of abuse/neglect is all that is
necessary to report.

☐
☐

Reports are confidential.

☐

Is there immediate danger?
• YES-CALL 911
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or or local law
enforcement

Make a difference in a family’s life this Christmas season!
Adopt-A-Family: Matching compassionate donors
with families struggling in our community.

☐

Did I get the name and contact of the person I
made the report to?

☐

Did I contact the Archdiocese Confidential
Reporting Line at 720.239.2832?

☐

Did I file the abuse reporting form with the
Office of Child and Youth Protection?

1. MATCH WITH A
FAMILY & SHOP!
Families are available to be
matched with you online.
You can participate by shopping
for their Christmas needs and
dropping off the gifts on our
designated drop-off day.

☐

Did I notify my supervisors?

☐

Is any other action necessary?

You will be asked to describe your concerns
about the child/adult and it will be helpful
if you can provide the person’s name, age,
address, gender, school, and names of parents.

DENVER CATHOLICreporting@archden.org
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WAYS TO BRING CHEER THIS YEAR:

2. SUPPORT A FAMILY &
WE DO THE SHOPPING!
Make a financial gift and
we’ll do the shopping for you!
All of the donations will be
used to provide holiday gifts
to seniors, children and families
who would otherwise have none.

3. WANT TO SHOP AT HOME?
Gift card friendly lists included this year for online shopping & delivery options.

Starting Nov. 1,
visit ccdenver.org/adoptafamily
For questions, call (720) 799-9316 or
email aaf@ccdenver.org.
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VOTE YES
ON PROP.
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END LATE-TERM
ABORTION
learn more at

yesprop115.com

DENVER CATHOLIC | OCTOBER 2020

41

WORD ON FIRE

Four Principles for Catholics During Election Season

E

very four years, Catholics face
an intense dilemma in regard
to the vote. There are ardently
Catholic Democrats who wonder how
their co-religionists could possibly
choose a Republican candidate, and
there are ardently Catholic Republicans who express precisely the opposite opinion. And both sides, typically,
look with eagerness to their bishops
and priests to resolve the tension.
Each presidential election cycle, the
Church endeavors to clarify the issue,
usually to the satisfaction of very few.
However, under the rubric of “once
more unto the breach, dear friends,”
let me try to provide some direction
by articulating four basic principles.
First, Catholic social teaching
clearly goes beyond the split between
Republican and Democrat, between
liberal and conservative, and therefore
corresponds perfectly with neither
political camp. Anyone who says that
either of our political parties perfectly,
or even adequately, represents Catholic social thought is simply misinformed. Broadly speaking, the Democratic Party advocates a number of
themes and principles reverenced by
the Catholic tradition: concern for the
underprivileged, for the migrant and
refugee, and for the environment, as
well as opposition to capital punishment and to all forms of racism. And
again, broadly speaking, the Republican Party sides with Catholic teaching
in a number of ways: opposition to
abortion and euthanasia, defense of
the traditional family, advocacy for
conscience protection and freedom
of religion. Which of the two parties
is more “Catholic?” It seems to me
impossible to adjudicate the question
in the abstract.
Are we left, therefore, simply in
a lurch? Not quite, and this leads to
the second principle I would like to
explicate: among the various values
mentioned, a priority must be given
to the defense of human life, since
life is the most fundamental good of
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all, the one without which the other
goods wouldn’t obtain. Therefore, in
the political calculus of a Catholic,
opposition to abortion, euthanasia,
and capital punishment should take
pride of place. Now, just to keep things
complicated, Republicans are relatively right in regard to the first two
and Democrats in regard to the last
one, though, to be sure, the number
of those threatened by abortion and
euthanasia is far greater than the
number of those under threat of capital punishment. Sometimes people
will say that all lives are equally
sacred, but in this context, that observation is something of a red herring.
For the relevant question is not which
lives are more sacred—those of the
unborn, the elderly, the poor, the
migrant—but which lives are more
direly and directly threatened.
And this leads to a third principle:
a Catholic may never vote for a candidate because that candidate supports
a morally repugnant position, only
despite that support and only because
of balancing considerations. Thus,
for example, a Catholic in good conscience could never say that she will
vote for Joe Biden because the Democrat is pro-choice, and by the same
token, a Catholic in good conscience
could never say that he will vote for
Donald Trump because the Republican is for capital punishment. Each
would have to say some version of
“despite his unacceptable position, I
will vote for him because, in prudence,
I have determined that other commitments of his and/or his own character
counter-balances his objectionable
opinion.” Does this lead us into somewhat murky waters? Frankly, yes, but
that’s necessarily the case when we’re
dealing not with matters of principle
but matters of prudence.
And this last statement conduces
to my fourth and final proposition:
Catholics ought never to disagree in
regard to moral principles, but they
can indeed legitimately disagree about

the best means to instantiate those
principles. So, for example, I think
that every Catholic in America ought
to embrace the political ideals that I
identified above, some more characteristic of the left and others of the
right. Every Catholic ought to be for
protecting the environment, serving
the poor, defending the traditional
family, battling social injustice, advocating for religious liberty and freedom
of conscience, etc. But not every Catholic is obliged to subscribe to the same
means of attaining those ends. Liberal
and conservative Catholics can disagree about the Paris Climate Accords,
the legitimacy of off-shore drilling, the
advisability of reforming our healthcare system, changes to our tax laws,
the level of the minimum wage, the
best policy in regard to Wall Street
regulation, etc., etc. Those latter issues
are open to legitimate debate and are
matters for prudential judgment.
Perhaps I might, in closing, not
so much propose a fifth principle, as
deliver myself of a cri de coeur: Vote!
Some Catholics are tempted—and I
will admit to feeling the tug of this
temptation—that because things
are so complicated politically for
those who advocate Catholic social
teaching, it is best to say, “a plague
on both your houses,” and keep to
the sidelines. But this is not a tenable
position. In the Lord’s Prayer, we petition, “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.” The
Gospel message does indeed draw
us ultimately to eternal life on high
with the Lord, but it also has realworld implications here below. If we
Catholics don’t involve ourselves in
the political process, as messy as that
often is, we permit Catholic social
teaching to remain a set of harmless
abstractions.

BY BISHOP ROBERT BARRON
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles
and Founder of Word on Fire
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Joe Biden, pre-conciliar Catholic?

T

he image of the pre-conciliar
Catholic Church in the United
States as catechetically effective and politically potent can be hard
to square with the long-term damage
done to Catholicism’s role in American public life by that very pre-Vatican II Catholic, John F. Kennedy.
Some biographers suggest that
JFK became more religiously serious
after his infant son Patrick’s death
in 1963. I certainly hope that was
the case. For most of his life, however, Catholicism for John Fitzgerald
Kennedy seems to have been less a
matter of deep personal conversion
than an ethnic marker – sometimes
useful, sometimes troublesome, but
always irradicable. Kennedy regularly
performed what were then known as
his “religious duties.” But their impact
on his manner of life appears to have
been minimal, and he had no grasp of
Catholic political theory.
Speaking on Church-and-state
to the Greater Houston Ministerial
Association during the 1960 presidential campaign, Kennedy did American
Catholicism a service by masterfully
arraigning those who continued to
indulge in that venerable American
pastime, anti-Catholic bigotry: prejudices rooted in an ignorance that was
amply displayed by the Protestant
ministers who challenged JFK during
the Houston meeting’s Q&A session.
But Kennedy put the bigots in the
dock by getting as much distance
as possible between himself and
serious Catholic thinking on school
choice and religious conviction’s role
in the public square, while seeming
to acknowledge the possibility of a
pope trying to boss around a Catholic
president – which was about as likely
in 1960 as the Vatican launching a
manned mission to the moon.
(The “Catholic issue” of that election cycle did produce one great line.
Before the 1960 primaries, Harry
Truman didn’t evince much confidence in Jack Kennedy, whom he
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dismissed as “the boy.” But Truman,
who occasionally showed residues of
anti-Catholic sentiment, also admitted that “It’s not the Pope I’m afraid
of, it’s the pop” – meaning Joseph P.
Kennedy, whose enthusiasm for Joe
McCarthy, coupled with his dismal
record as the appeasement-minded
U.S. ambassador the Great Britain
during the early days of World War II,
stuck in Truman’s craw.)
John F. Kennedy, it is typically said,
made Catholics “acceptable” as players at the highest levels of American
politics. And, yes, his intelligence,
wit, and grace confounded the image
of U.S. Catholics as something less
than the A-team, socially and culturally. But the price of acceptability
was high. For the Houston speech
and Kennedy’s electoral success set
the stage for several generations of
Catholic politicians to treat Catholic
teaching on the life issues as sectarian oddities rather than as what
they are: convictions based on rational grounds accessible to all. That
ongoing misrepresentation, which
also involves a surrender to the very
un-Catholic idea of freedom as mere
willfulness, now touches other matters, including the legal definition
of marriage and the agenda being
pressed, against all scientific evidence, by the “Trans” movement.
I’ve thought of the Kennedy Effect
a lot since Joe Biden became the presumptive Democratic presidential
nominee in early spring. Mr. Biden’s
testimony to the power of his Catholic faith in helping him bear personal tragedy is, I believe, heartfelt;
one can’t imagine cool, rational JFK
speaking in those terms about how
he dealt with sorrow. Is Joe Biden’s
Catholicism really that much different than JFK’s, though?
Aspects of Mr. Biden’s Catholic
self-presentation put me in mind of
some of the folkways of pre-Vatican
II tribal Catholicism. He sometimes
treats the rosary as a charm or

talisman – famously wrapped around
his fingers in the White House Situation Room while the SEAL raid
on Osama bin Laden’s Pakistani
compound (which Biden opposed)
was underway. “The nuns” Biden
cites are campaign props, not unlike
the religious sisters in JFK’s joshing
answer to a reporter’s question about
inflated numbers at his 1960 rallies:
“Plucky [press secretary Pierre Salinger] counts the nuns and then multiplies them by 100.” Jack Kennedy
dealt with Cardinals Cushing and
Spellman as power-brokers; Joe Biden
seems to regard high-ranking clergy
the same way, not as men with whom
he might seriously discuss the moral
dimension of public policy – perhaps
even to the point of being challenged
by them. As for Vatican II, well: Mr.
Biden’s positions on contraception,
abortion, and the nature of marriage
reflect a sad ignorance of, or indifference to, the Council’s Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World.
Joe Biden is no Traditional Latin
Mass guy, to be sure. In other respects
– not least his repeated threat to
shove his rosary beads down critics’
throats – his Catholicism is reminiscent of The Last Hurrah: which is to
say, something quite pre-Vatican II.

BY GEORGE WEIGEL
Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center
in Washington, D.C.
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Isn’t he human enough?
⊲

A

Christopher
s we get closer to the NovemEnloe, born
ber 3, 2020 elections, we will
Oct. 29,
continue to be inundated with
2000 at 21
all sorts of information, misinformaweeks, 5
days
tion, facts, opinions and critiques. We

may not hear much about Proposition
115 in relation to other elements, but
it is vitally important that we take
time to consider protecting the life of
unborn babies.
Proposition 115 restricts abortions
after the 22 weeks of gestation. To
put that in perspective, that is in the
second trimester of a pregnancy, 2
weeks after the 20 week ultrasound
when it is fashionable to find out the
baby’s gender.
While there are lots of arguments considering ethical, moral,
theological, spiritual, biological,
ACROSS
1 Gold, frankincense
or myrrh
5 New ones were
taken at
Confirmation
10 Parisian heaven
14 Ark builder
15 Greek epic poem
16 Poker stake
17 St. ___ de Beaupre
18 Young horses
19 Ostrich-like bird
20 Muscle spasm
21 “…at the name of
Jesus every knee
should ___…”
(Phil 2:10)
22 Gather
23 Simon of ___
25 Biblical spy
27 Cheer for Manolete
28 Sloping letter
30 First bishop of
Canada
33 Funeral fires
35 OT historical book
37 David asked Saul if
he pursued a “___
dog” (1 Sam 24:14)
38 ___ be with you

39 Glace or tasse
starter
40 Scale note
41 Blow on the cheek
delivered by the
bishop at
Confirmation
42 Worn-out
43 “__ My God to Thee”
45 Benedictine title
46 Deadens
47 He became an
Egyptian bigwig
50 Scapegoat
52 Bad habit
53 “___ the Good
Shepherd” (Jn 10:14)
55 Parisian friends
56 Sing like a monk
58 Prefix with watt
59 Wife of a rajah
60 Pedro’s pal
61 Magi leader
62 “…the Lord is with
___.”
63 Giver
64 Actor and convert
Cooper
DOWN
1 Exodus pest
2 Grecian architectural style
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socio-economical, and emotional
elements of the issue, I reveal a more
personal and human perspective.
On October 29, 2000, I went into
premature labor at just 21 weeks + 5
days gestation. Our baby arrived in
this world very small, weighing 15.8
ounces and measuring 10 3/4” long,
living only for an hour and a half.
And yes, we could tell, it was a boy,
our first son. We named him Christopher Bruce Enloe. In his short life,
he was baptized, loved, cuddled and
held by not only his parents, but also
his grandparents, godmother, several
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. He
was introduced to his big sister. His
handprints and footprints were taken.
He made a huge impact on everyone,
including the hospital staff, with tears
and reverent care being taken at every
moment. To this day, his short, little
life impacts many others, as I share my
experience and comfort those families
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12
13
21
22
24
25
26
29
30
31
32
33

34
36
38

Imagination
Start of many a book
___ Creed
“Glory to God ___”
Temperate
“When we ___ this
bread…”
60’s demonstrators
Elijah battled the
prophets of Baal
here
Lived in
Soissons seasons
Meadows
Angelus call
Partner to alack
___ to Emmaus
About
Suit to ___
“…thy kingdom ___”
Joseph Smith’s
denom.
Gnostic being
February saint
Purloined fruit in
Augustine’s
Confessions
Bark
Direct
Member of the long
grey line

1

2

3

4

enduring similar events in
their lives.
I ask you to look at
him. Really look at him.
Doesn’t he deserve
life? Even if it was only
Actual size of
Christopher’s
for 90 minutes?
footprints
Isn’t he human
enough?
After 22 weeks gestation, aren’t they ALL human enough?
Vote YES on Proposition 115
LINDA ENLOE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To submit a letter for possible publication, email letters@denvercatholic.org.
The views expressed in letters printed
here do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila, the Archdiocese of Denver or
the Denver Catholic staff.
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39 Second word in the
name of a French
basilica
41 The Blue __ of Mary
42 California diocese
named for Saint
Joseph (with “San”)
44 Someone from
down under

45 Occupation of Luke, 50 Constituent
the Evangelist
51 Indian nursemaid
52 Futile, with “in”
47 One who favors
warlike policies
54 Mother of Jesus
56 Vulgar man
48 Michelangelo’s
statue in the Vatican 57 Med. Plan
58 NYC sports venue
49 She ran away from
Sarai
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PRAYERS
IN THANKSGIVING

To Saint Jude - Thank you for prayers
answered. - PP

tions of Alzheimer’s disease on August 26,
2020. Judy was born in North Platte, NE on
May 29, 1936 to Lee and Louella Murdock.
She retired from Boulder Valley Public
Schools after 22 years as a secretary at
Fairview High School. She is survived by
her husband of 64 years, Robert Rea, Jr.,
teacher and principal of All Souls Catholic
School from 1960-1971, and their six children and their families: Dr. Tom Rea (Dr.
Melinda Wagner), Diana Bailey PH.D (c),
(David), Cheryl Russell (Dr. Joseph Russell),
Tim Rea (Wendy), Robert Rea III, Maura
Stauffer (Ted); 14 grandchildren and 9 great
grandchildren. She was a member of St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in Boulder. Burial
was in Green Mountain Cemetery in Boulder
officiated by Father Peter Mussett. Memorial
contributions in Judy’s memory can be
made to St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center
https://thomascenter.org/
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For Classified ads call
(303) 715-3230
classifieds@archden.org

a desire to pray? Maybe God is calling you
to the Lay Carmelite Order of the Blessed
Virgin Mary which is an association of
laypersons. The lay Carmelite is called to
a deeper formation in Christian values
according to the Carmelite spirituality and
its three charisms of prayer, community and
service. For further information call 303427-7931 or email 52patient@gmail.com.

SAINT JUDE’S NOVENA - May the

OLINGER CROWN HILL, WHEAT
RIDGE - NEW PRICE!! We have two

Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world,
now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus,
please have mercy on us. Saint Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us. Saint Jude,
helper of the hopeless, pray for us. Thank
you, Saint Jude, Blessed Mother, and Jesus
for favors granted. Repeat this prayer 9
times a day for 9 days. - MAM

CEMETERY PROPERTY
MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side plots,

Sec 33, Blk 3, Lot 5, Grs 8 & 9, $4,500 each or
$8,500 for both - Call 303-429-9170. ALSO
selling single plot in Sect 37, Blk 2, Lot 20, Gr
4, $5,500 - Call 720-209-7147. EPL

MOUNT OLIVET - Niche FOR SALE: Single

Bronze Niche Space - $2800.
Inside corridor, Ascension Mausoleum above
glass niche banks. Incl trans fee 720-3086030 or barb@gsarm.com

MOUNT OLIVET

MOUNT OLIVET - Well-placed crypt
available in Ascension Mausoleum.
Current value is $7500; we are selling for
$6500. Engraving and sealing not included.
Call Carolyn at 303-995-3956. SM

Mike O’Neill, Advertising Manager
(303) 715-3253
michael.oneill@archden.org

OLINGER HIGHLAND, THORNTON

IN THANKSGIVING

Located in the beautiful St. Anthony
Mausoleum: Crypt 77, Tier D, interior in
Bldg 3. Asking $6,250 OBO; incl transfer
fee. Please call 303-520-7602. ET

For information on placing a Display
Ad in the Denver Catholic magazine,
please contact:

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Garden of Good Shepherd, 2 side-byside plots, $5,000 + transfer fees. Email
swetlic5016@comcast.net or call 720-3124860. RB

Thank you, Saint Jude, for prayers answered
and favors granted. - DO

JUDY REA of Boulder died of complica-

CEMETERY PROPERTY,
CONT’D...

adjoining plots at Blk 68, Row 177, Lot D, Sps
3 & 4, AND two adjoining plots in Blk 5, Row
118, Lot D, Sps 1 & 2. Asking just $2,000 plus
trans fee of $595 for each plot. Email svdpden@outlook.com or call 303-960-9163.

ARE YOU BEING CALLED? Do you have

BUSINESS FOR SALE

DONATIONS NEEDED
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible. Fast,
free pickup. Help those in need! Call 800322-8284 or visit www.svdpusacars.com

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for anyone in need in
our community. Donate DME items
or borrow wheelchairs, walkers, bath
benches, hospital beds & more. Visit
DominicanHHA.org or call 720-770-8470

NEEDED: ROOM TO RENT
ATTN: WHEAT RIDGE, EDGEWATER,
ARVADA OR NW DENVER - Quiet,

mature woman seeks quiet room near
Magdalene church area in one of the above
locales. Able to pay up to $400/mo & perhaps trade errands for reduced rent. Great
references. Thanks for reading. Call Cath
303-809-5147 afternoons or text anytime.

Now...

TIRED OF THE RAT RACE?

We have an opportunity for anyone who
is looking to be their own boss and grow
their own business!! Make your mark in
a thriving rural community. Positive cash
flow and 23 years of established clientele
at an affordable asking price of $395,000.
It’s not just a business, it’s a home - the
sale includes owner’s quarters! The Burge
Hotel was established in Holyoke in 1887
and is listed on the Colorado State Historical
Register. See photos and info at burgehotel.
net and imagine the possibilities!! Phone us
with questions or to schedule a tour. Showings by appointment, please. Call Carolyn or
Phillip at 970-854-2261.
Then ...

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop
or change your
subscription...
CONTACT
303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
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Call today: 303-456-6898

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS |

AIR DUCT CLEANING, A/C ELECTRICAL
& HEATING
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF YOUR
HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

CUT RATE HAULING

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbell

SERVICE DIRECTORY |

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc. Please
call Ruben at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,

Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners &
water heaters! Free equipment replacement
estimates. Family owned & operated since
1957. Members of St. Joseph Church for 40+
yrs. Please call 303-571-1171, No.CO 970-4827520. For important info & latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CONTRACTOR
NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all your
construction needs.

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED &
INSURED - Free estimates. Residential

or commercial, big or small, we do it all.
Quality work at a competitive price. Call
B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no answer,
lv a message; I WILL return your call.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email glark@
independentlivingsolutionsinc.com or call
303-463-8200.

REMODELING

AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - Autum Special: **$100

MDK REMODELING

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, REPAIRS
• TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES
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ANY WEATHER ROOFING & GUTTERS

Quality work at a fair price on roofing,
gutters. Senior Citizen Discount. Licensed
since 1980 & Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER REPAIR

SPRINKLERS & SOD

HANDYMAN

Please research
advertisers carefully
before purchasing any
product or service
advertised. Publication
of advertisements
does not indicate
endorsement by the
Denver Catholic.

Free estimates. Roofing Contractor. Local
company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

DRAIN, PLUMBING, A/C OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

FLOORING SERVICES

**READERS**

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

PLUMBING
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Tile, paint and floors
Kitchens, basements, baths
Cheaper than a plumber
Call 303-668-3973

ROOFING COMPANIES

Repairs are all I do! Wind damage and
fix leaks. Gutter repair and cleaning. 40
years exp. Free estimates. Please call
720-209-4589

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

off any job over $1000** valid through end
of November!! Hardwood, Carpet, Tile Sales & Installation. Wood floor refinishing!
19 years in business. Call 303-996-1021.

CLASSIFIEDS

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS

Since 1998. Pro lawn sprinkler install &
repair, & sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

720-298-0880 FOR SPRINKLERS &
PLUMBING!! Free instant quote! Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves, drain
cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

HELPING YOU
Find Your Path Home
Our experienced Senior Transition Specialists are here to help you:
• Senior housing choices • VA Aid & Attendance
• Medicaid applications • Home care services
• Traveling Notary
• Senior real estate specialist

Please call or visit: Lisa Weber 303-359-7418

H2H4seniors.com 9725 E. Hampden Ave.,Suite 100, Denver, CO 80231
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IN - DE P TH

Fratelli Tutti:
True fraternity is
found in Christ

I

n his new Encyclical, Pope Francis
invites us to reflect on our universal
fraternity. Its title – Fratelli Tutti –
comes from an advice of St. Francis
of Assisi: “Let us all, brothers (Fratelli
Tutti), consider the Good Shepherd
who to save His sheep bore the suffering of the Cross” (Admonitions, 6.1).
Transformed by Christ, St. Francis was
filled with a love that “transcends the
barriers of geography and distance”
(n. 1). He felt himself a brother to the
sun, the sea and the wind, yet he knew
that he was even closer to those of his
own flesh (n. 2), especially the most
vulnerable.
Although there is a universal fraternity, in Christ we discover a deeper
bond. We need to distinguish, therefore, between our universal fraternity
as God’s creatures, and our fraternity
in Christ as Christians. The former is
fulfilled in the latter.
In his encyclical, Pope Francis discusses the parable of the Good Samaritan, a stranger who helped another
stranger without any consideration
of race, nation, religion or color. He
stopped, approached the man and
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cared for him personally. “He also gave
him something that in our frenetic
world we cling to tightly: he gave him
his time” (n. 63). Like the saint of Assisi,
the good Samaritan was able to recognize his brother in the stranger and to
risk his life and goods for him. Finally,
he brought him to the inn, which
according to St. John Chrysostom and
other Church Fathers, represents the
Church. His attention for his neighbor
was not completed until he brought
him to Christ.
Which is the brotherhood that
exists among us? Sometimes we see
ourselves as surrounded by wolves.
This would seem to be the lesson of
the first couple of brothers, Cain and
Abel. However, universal fraternity
is possible because we all come from
the hands of God. Without him we
would not be brothers but orphans. A
universal fraternity without God is the
one we find in the political and revolutionary program of the Enlightenment
and of Marxism. In “The Meaning of
Christian Brotherhood” (1960), Joseph
Ratzinger described these non-Christian versions of fraternity. The French
Revolution proclaimed liberty, equality
and fraternity, but differentiated radically and bloodily between revolutionaries and non-revolutionaries. A
similar deception is manifested today
in masonry and its differentiated inner
fraternal groups. Marxism likewise
makes us “comrades,” but not “brothers,” because there is no common
Father, there is no God. There is only
the battle between capital and proletariat toward a classless society.
In order to understand the truth
of our universal fraternity and the
proposal of Pope Francis, I believe

we need to consider three important
steps. First, our universal fraternity
comes from God and the order he
established in creation. We cannot
be brothers without a father. As Pope
Francis puts it, equality is not achieved
“by an abstract proclamation that all
men and women are equal” (n. 104).
“Fraternity necessarily calls for something greater, which in turn enhances
freedom and equality” (n. 103). This is
not just an idea or an energy, but a real
person: God the Father of Jesus Christ.
Secondly, because of our sin, such fraternity can only be recovered through
the death and resurrection of Christ.
Pope Francis declares that “for us the
wellspring of human dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
(n. 277). Finally, this universal bond is
not yet complete until baptism, when
we will be brothers in Christ. “You
have but one teacher, and you are all
brothers” (Mt 23:8).
Like the Good Samaritan, we are
not called to remain passive, but to go
out and evangelize. The Holy Father
closes his encyclical talking about
blessed Charles de Foucauld, who
wanted to be a “universal brother” to
all who drew close to him. The missionary fell in love with the mystery
of the Incarnation. His greatest desire
became to follow Christ with humility
and poverty, and bring many to him:
“I would like to be sufficiently good
that people would say, ‘If such is the
servant, what must the Master be
like?’”
BY FATHER LUIS GRANADOS
Academic Dean and Associate
Professor at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
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