VOLUME XCVI - NO. 9 | 120 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE GOSPEL |
www.DenverCatholic.org |

@DenverCatholic |

www.facebook.com/DenverCatholic |

UNITED

Good news from around
the archdiocese »4

IN

JUNE 27-JULY 24, 2020

www.instagram.com/DenverCatholic |

CHRIST

The Catholic response
to racism »12

Spirituality. Sacraments.
Stargazing. »18
Bethlehem Handicrafts

EE ng
FR ippi 0+
Sh $4
on
Hand
Carved
Statues

DenverCatholic@archden.org

Finger
Rosaries

We Are Open
1,000’s of Remarkable
Handcrafted Gifts

SEE GIFT WEBSITE!

SCAN ME

4114 S Parker Rd, Aurora, Co 80014
720-201-7193
www.BethlehemHandicrafts.com

2

JUNE 27-JULY 24, 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Archbishop’s Page
Archbishop’s Column

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Jesus desires to heal wounds of racism

O

ur nation has been shocked
and convulsed by the tragic
death of George Floyd,
adding to the litany of those who have
unnecessarily lost their lives. People
have been rightly outraged, because
human life is invaluable and has a
dignity that must be unconditionally
respected. Underlying this tragedy
and the many others over the years is
a societal failure that took root with
the introduction of slavery to the U.S.
400 years ago. Our country failed to
equally love and respect every person,
and we see the damage caused by that
wound continuing to manifest itself
today. Closing these wounds will take
time, but it is something that the
Sacred Heart of Jesus desires and that
our faith demands.
The process of healing requires
acknowledging what was done by
whom. The Catholic Church, in the
U.S. and in other countries, has not
always been blameless in welcoming
and respecting every race and ethnicity. Pope Saint John Paul II acknowledged these sins on several occasions, including asking forgiveness
during the Jubilee Year 2000’s Day
of Pardon. He said, “Lord God, our
Father, you created the human being,
man and woman, in your image and
likeness, and you willed the diversity
of peoples within the unity of the
human family. At times, however,
the equality of your sons and daughters has not been acknowledged,
and Christians have been guilty of
attitudes of rejection and exclusion,
consenting to acts of discrimination
on the basis of racial and ethnic difference. Forgive us and grant us the
grace to heal the wounds still present
in your community on account of sin,
so that we will all feel ourselves to be
your sons and daughters.”
At various moments in the history of our Archdiocese, people of
color have experienced instances
of racism in our Churches, ministries, and schools that we cannot
ignore and must acknowledge has
hurt members of our Church. At one
point, in one of the most egregious
acts of racism that took place in our
history, we had a parish where black
parishioners were required to wait
outside to receive Communion and
could only do so themselves after the

“

There is a final
gift that uniquely
aids us in the
process of conversion,
which has repeatedly come
up in conversations with
those who have suffered
from racism, including
Denver’s own “Angel of
Charity,” Julia Greeley.
This gift is the devotion
to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, which teaches us
the depth of Jesus’ love for
every person, no matter
their circumstance, race,
or degree of holiness.”
ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA

white parishioners were finished and
if there were enough hosts left. Even
today I have heard from members
of the Black, Hispanic, and Asian
communities who have shared with
me how they have experienced being
excluded and not being welcomed.
Knowing of our past and present sins
hurts me deeply. As the Archbishop
of Denver, I want to apologize for the
pain that has been caused anytime
the Church or its members have
failed to love as Jesus loves us.
Racism is sinful and a wound to
the heart of Christ and the unity of
the Church. Racism is a sin because
it involves debasing God’s image and

likeness (Gen 1:26). To say that we
are made in his image and likeness
means that every human being is
endowed with a spiritual and immortal soul that is made for eternal union
with God (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, #1701-1703). And when one
insults or commits violence against
someone because of their race, it is an
attack on that person’s whole being,
as well as an attack on God, who created him or her in his likeness. Jesus
underscored this connection between
God and those who are persecuted in
Matthew 25:45 when he said, “what
you did not do for one of these least
ones, you did not do for me.”
Our society is currently grappling
with how to respond to the inequalities highlighted by the death of
George Floyd and the subsequent protests. People are rightly infuriated by
his killing and the unequal treatment
of people of color by the police. This is
just and righteous anger. But as Pope
Francis has noted, peaceful protests
are needed, not ones that are violent
or destroy property. We have to “recognize that ‘the violence of recent
nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence
and so much is lost,”’ he stated.
As Catholics we must understand
that Jesus Christ holds the only
lasting solution to racism, and we
all must do our part to be converted
and to spread his Gospel message.
We must follow the first great commandment of putting God – Father,
Son and Holy Spirit – first in our lives,
and flowing from that love comes the
love of neighbor. We are only able
to keep these commandments with
God’s grace, poured out on us in the
sacraments. Through Baptism, we
are redeemed in Jesus Christ, set free
from our sinful state, and become the
adopted sons and daughters of the
Father. Through the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit in Baptism and Confirmation, we are strengthened in the
gifts needed to spread this Good News
to the world. And in the sacraments
of Reconciliation and the Eucharist
we receive the spiritual food we need
to persevere in pursuing holiness
throughout our earthly life to reach
the goal of heaven.
There is a final gift that uniquely
aids us in the process of conversion,

which has repeatedly come up in conversations with those who have suffered from racism, including Denver’s
own “Angel of Charity,” Julia Greeley.
This gift is the devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, which teaches us the
depth of Jesus’ love for every person,
no matter their circumstance, race,
or degree of holiness. The Father and
Jesus love us first and desire to make
every human being their home. With
his Sacred Heart, which has been
wounded by the sins of the world,
Jesus loves each of us with great tenderness and mercy, and he teaches us
to extend that love to others. During
her lifetime, Julia Greeley was known
as one of the strongest promoters
of this devotion, walking on foot to
deliver leaflets and badges from the
Sacred Heart League to households
and to each fire station in the city
every First Friday. We know that she
suffered from racial discrimination,
but she bore those wounds with
strength and forgiveness, which surely
came from God’s grace and her devotion to Jesus’ wounded Sacred Heart.
She knew in her heart that she was a
beloved daughter of the Father and
this allowed her to share that love with
others despite how some treated her.
As our society works on addressing
racism, I urge people to engage in the
culture of encounter that Pope Francis has so frequently talked about,
since by knowing each other better
we can see and address the suffering
of our neighbors. I also ask every
Catholic and person of good will to
examine their own conscience and
invite Jesus to transform their heart
so that it becomes like his own Sacred
Heart that loves every person equally
– no matter their sinfulness – and
seeks their eternal union with him in
heaven.

@ArchbishopDen

Jun. 4

Lord, help our country
return to you & follow the
2 great commandments!
May we love one another
as you have loved us! +sja

3

DENVER CATHOLIC | JUNE 27-JULY 24, 2020

Around the Archdiocese

Late St. Mary’s deacon used gift
of psychiatry in his ministry
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

D

eacon Anthony Dudzic passed
away April 19, Divine Mercy
Sunday, at his home. He was
89 years old. During the latter
part of his diaconal ministry, he was a Deacon at
St. Mary’s Parish in
Littleton.
Born in Hamilton Ontario,
Canada on October 18, 1930 to
Katherine and
Stanley Dudzic,
he graduated from
Villanova University
and Ottawa University
Medical School. His profession led him to meet and eventually marry a nurse named Pamela
Smith. The couple was married on June
18, 1960. He practiced medicine as a
psychiatrist for over 40 years living in
Southbury, Conn., Weston, Vt., Scottsdale, Ariz., and Littleton Colo. He was a
devout Catholic. He and his wife raised
his three sons; David, Paul and Gregory,
in the Church.

On December 1, 1978, Dudzic was
ordained by Archbishop Wheaton in
Hartford, Conn. He faithfully served
the Church as a Deacon for 42 years
in the Archdiocese of Hartford, the
Diocese of Phoenix and in the
Archdiocese of Denver. As a
Doctor in Psychology, he
was gifted with an ability to provide mental
healing and spiritual
counseling to those
in need.
“Although
retired from his
profession while in
Denver, he continued
to utilize his skills in his
ministry,” said Deacon
Joseph Donohoe, Director of
Deacon Personnel. “His prayerful
disposition gave him the confidence to
do well in his interaction with others.”
Deacon Dudzic is survived by his
wife, Pamela, his three sons and their
wives along with three grandchildren.
A private Funeral Mass and burial
was celebrated by Archbishop Samuel
Aquila with family at St. Mary’s Church
in Littleton.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Reverend Jose Noriega, D.C.J.M. is granted
Faculties and appointed Pastor of St. Mary
Parish in Littleton, CO, effective July 1, 2020 for
a six-year period.
Reverend El Badaoui Habib, M.L.M. has been
granted Faculties, in the Latin Rite, effective
June 5, 2020 until January 6, 2024, he is Pastor
of St. Rafka Church (Maronite) in Lakewood, CO.
Reverend Louis S. Morrone, O.P. has been
granted Faculties effective June 5, 2020 until his
time in ministry here is completed, he will be the
Prior of the St. Dominic Priory in Denver, CO.

Parish, Lafayette, CO and is granted Retirement,
effective June 30, 2020.
Reverend Kenneth Koehler resigns as Pastor of
St. Mark Parish, Westminster, CO and is granted
Retirement, effective August I, 2020.
Reverend Javier Nieva, D.C.J.M. completed his
assignment as Pastor of St. Mary Parish in
Littleton, CO, effective June 30, 2020. He will
stay at St. Mary Parish and is appointed a
Parochial Vicar there, effective July 1, 2020 until
his time in ministry here is complete.

Reverend Bryan Duggan is granted Faculties
effective July I, 2020 until July 31, 2021, he will be
in residence at Notre Dame Parish in Denver, CO.

Reverend Jaime de Cendra, D.C.J.M. is
appointed a Parochial Vicar at St. Mary Parish in
Littleton, CO, effective July I, 2020 until his tin1e
in ministry here is complete.

Very Reverend Thomas Coyle, V.F. resigns as
Pastor of St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, CO,
and as Dean of the Central West Deanery, and is
granted Retirement, effective June 30, 2020.

Reverend Javier O'Connor, D.C.J.M. is
appointed Parochial Vicar at Notre Dame Parish
in Denver, CO, effective July 1, 2020 until his
time in ministry here is complete.

Reverend Kenneth Liuzzi resigns as Pastor of
St. Francis de Sales Parish, Denver, CO and is
granted Retirement, effective June 30, 2020.

Reverend Mr. Chester Ubowski is appointed
Pastoral Administrator of St. Frances Cabrini
Parish in Littleton CO, effective June 29, 2020
until December 15, 2020, while the Pastor,
Reverend John Paul Leyba, is on sabbatical.

Reverend Monsignor Robert Amundsen
resigns as Pastor of Immaculate Conception
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• DECKS
• SUN ROOMS
• PATIO
parishioner
COVERS
Matthew Alderman
• GARAGES
c. 720.217.1263
• BASEMENTS
w. 303.495.2777
aldermanbuilders.com • BATHROOMS

Promotes Community
E V E RY D AY P E O P L E M A K I N G A N
E XT R A O R D I N A RY D I F F E R E N C E
“St. Anthony’s of Sterling is grateful to The Catholic
Foundation for their stewardship of our generous
parishioners and the professional management
of the money held at the Foundation. Our parish
community remains financially strong in these
remarkable times.”
“FATHER

“

As the parish priest,
I am grateful to each
individual and the
families who came
before us to build
our endowment
fund to ensure St.
Anthony’s Catholic
Church continues to
flourish.”

MICHAEL BODZIOCH

“

Our love of our
Catholic faith
inspired us to give
to the Foundation
in support of the
long-term needs
of our parish in
Sterling.”
PARISHIONER

“

St. Anthony’s is a
true community in
Christ. Leaving a
legacy is important
and I want to do my
part to maintain our
Catholic traditions
and uphold our
faith.”
PARISHIONER

FATHER MICHAEL
BODZIOCH

How will you remember your faith family?
To learn how you can make a gift beyond your
lifetime out of love for your parish and Catholic
faith, please call The Catholic Foundation.

303.468.9885
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Colorado bishops applaud
Supreme Court ruling
protecting DACA

I

n response to the U.S. Supreme Court ruling that prevented the Trump
Administration from terminating the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) program, the four Catholic bishops of Colorado – Archbishop Samuel Aquila (Denver), Bishop Jorge Rodriguez (Denver), Bishop
Stephen Berg (Pueblo), and Bishop Michael Sheridan (Colorado Springs) –
have issued the following statement:
“We are extremely grateful that the Supreme Court ruled to protect the
DACA program and the tens of thousands of our young immigrant brothers and
sisters here in Colorado, many of whom are members of our Catholic parishes.
DACA is a program the benefits children and young adults who were brought
to the United States as minors, and for many of them, the U.S. is the only
country they have known. They have grown up here, were educated here, and
many serve and worship in our Churches.
As Jesus has taught us, we first welcomed them as strangers (Matthew
25:35), and we now love them as our neighbors and brothers and sisters
(Matthew 22:39).
We also know that this ruling leaves open the possibility for future action by
the Trump administration, so we join with our brother bishops around the U.S.
in urging the President and U.S. legislators to work together “to immediately
pass legislation that provides a path to citizenship for Dreamers.” (USCCB
Statement, June 18, 2020)
And to our DACA youth: We love you, we will continue to support you, and
we thank you for your many contributions to our Church and society.”

FREE Training-Retreat

Lord Teach Me To Pray
IGNATIAN PRAYER SERIES

Despite COVID, Archdiocese of Denver
continues to serve abundantly
BY AMY BRYER BRUMLEY

T

he COVID-19 pandemic forced
organizations around the world
to rapidly pivot directions and
for the Archdiocese that meant adjusting
to new circumstances, while maintaining its course to faithfully serve Northern Colorado.
This required churches find a new
way to celebrate mass, priests to find
creative ways to continue administering the sacraments, and 37 Catholic
Schools found inspiring ways to teach.
The Archdiocese of Denver created
a new website, covid.archden.org, to
share the complete picture of all that
has been accomplished under unique
and uncertain circumstances.
“Necessity is the mother of invention” became an important axiom.
The archdiocese stayed the course
and ordained five new priests in May.
Masses were livestreamed from at least
63 parishes — some providing it in two
languages. The Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception has become one of the most widely
watched Mass celebrations on YouTube
with nearly a 100,000 views per week.
Groups like Centro San Juan Diego
assisted more than 500 people in the
Hispanic community and even started
a support group for new moms. The
Archdiocese’s more than 40 ministries
needed to figure out how to continue
to serve those in need, despite the
pandemic.
To help make much of this happen,
Colorado Catholics provided necessary
and urgent support to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal that immediately
turned around and gave the first $1

ST. MARY’S OF LITTLETON
PARISHIONER PAM D.

“I have been so impressed with how
the Archdiocese has thoughtfully provided Mass and served our community
during this time, that when my check
arrived, my first thought was to share
it,” she said. “There were so many
people suffering during these past few
months and I realized my check could
make a difference.”
To learn more about how the Archdiocese of Denver is assisting our communities and how you can help, visit archden.org/givenow or call 303-867-0614.

MORE INFORMATION
Visit covid.archden.org

Family owned and operated for 30 years
CALL TODAY TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT! 303-428-8550

Sacred Heart of Mary Catholic Church
6739 S. Boulder Road, Boulder CO 80303

www.lordteachmetopray.com
Mrs. Carol Weiler at
carolweiler@cox.net or 504-439-5933
Father Marty Gleeson, OP at
mgleesonop@gmail.com or 504-717-8770

“

When my check
arrived, my first
thought was to share it.”

Just one call does it all! 10%
Discount
BBB A+ rating for 30 years

Saturday, July 25 • 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Learn how to
deepen your prayer
life and help others
deepen theirs!

million in emergency funds to local parishes. But the need in 2020 continues.
Many Catholics have been inspired
by the need created during COVID-19
to make sacrifices to help their brothers and sisters in faith, including Pam D.
from St. Mary’s of Littleton, who decided
to donate her government stimulus
check to the Appeal.

Westec has been serving
Colorado for 30 Years.
One owner, one location,
licensed bonded and insured.

WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

• Patios Covers
• Sunrooms
• Carports
• Custom Garages
• Custom Remodeling
• Basement Finishing
• Additions
• Windows
• Roofing at prices you
can afford!
2850 W 92nd Ave.
Denver, CO 80260
westec-builders.com
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The Appeal is a lifeline
to ministries during
this COVID-19 crisis.

8,390 Students

staying connected

20 20

537, 892 Meals
being served

Your DONATION HAS
FAR REACHING effects
Our world has faced many challenges this year and our

Archdiocese has been responding to countless needs through

105 Seminarians
still being formed

our more than 40 ministries. Donations to the Archbishop’s

Catholic Appeal have provided emergency funds to parishes,
aided families who have lost jobs, and cared for the sick.

Meanwhile the Appeal continues to feed the hungry, shelter

the homeless, form holy priests, and keep our Catholic school
students growing in their faith. Join us in the efforts of the

Appeal to bring God’s incredible love to his faith community
in these extraordinary times.

40 Ministries

reaching those in need

Give today to help the most urgent needs in our archdiocese.

303-867-0614 or www.archden.org/givenow
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CONGRATULATIONS
2020 GRADUATES!

Jasmine Abril
Dawit Alemayehu
Julissa Ariza
Camila Barrios
Jasline Becerra
Graciela Diaz
Dylan Escobar

Jaewon Lampkin
Fernando
Leon-Hernandez
Alat Lul
Astrid Magallanes
Yesenia
Nava-Aguilera

Alan Orozco
Francisco Rios
Rosary Tambunan
Edward Trujillo
Aurora Villalobos
Garcia

1250 Newport St., Denver ~ 303.333.8275
www.stjamesdenver.org

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2020
BLESSED SACRAMENT CATHOLIC SCHOOL
8th grade motto:“Don’t be afraid, just believe.” – Mark 5:36

Jack Beebe
Karmen Bert
Emma Brotherson
Zehria (Zoe) Burke
Grace Darrow
Jameson Davis

Haleigh Delmoro
Sean Donelson
Seamus Duffy
Joseph Egloff
Alexandra Erstad
William Germain

William Houtsma
Garrett Johnson
Nicholas Kleinhelter
Ian Long
William Martin
Gabriela Mejia

Caleb Merson
Michael Nasrallah
Alexa Novoa
Caleb Pendy
Eleanora Perak
Grace Rhead

John Rianda
Frances Sullivan
Ella Swain
Avery Trujillo
Reneh Unvu
Gran Wilson

Now enrolling Preschool – 8th Grade students for the 2020-2021 school year.
Please contact the office for a tour – 303.377.8835.
“Proudly educating students in the Park Hill area and beyond since 1922”

1958 Elm St • Denver, CO 80220 • 303-377-8835 • www.bscs-denver.net

Congratulations

Congratulations
First Graduating Class of

First Graduating Class of

Frassati Catholic Academy

Frassati Catholic Academy

2020

2020

Jacob Amundsen
Johanni
Delgado
Jacob
Amundsen
Alex Elfering
Johanni
Delgado
Alexander Flores
Alex Elfering
Sarah Ketchel
Alexander Flores
Marcus Lira
Sarah Ketchel
Ruby Marquez
Marcus
Lira
Daniel
Martinez

Maggie Mischker
Jazmin
Ortiz
Maggie
Mischker
StevieOrtiz
Pino
Jazmin
Estefania
Quintana
Stevie Pino
Alexis Segura
Estefania
Quintana
Sophia Slavin
Alexis Segura
Sara Wandishin

Sophia Slavin
Sara Wandishin

Ruby Marquez
Inspired byDaniel
our patron,Martinez
Frassati Catholic Academy leads students to the heights of the

intellect and to the depths of the soul so as to form authentic disciples who bear joyful
witness to Christ.

Inspired by our patron, Frassati Catholic Academy leads students to the heights of the
intellect and to the depths of the soul so as to form authentic disciples who bear joyful
3951 Cottonwood Lakes Blvd. Thornton, CO 80241
witness to Christ.
303-451-9607
gofrassati.org

3951 Cottonwoods Lake Blvd. Thornton, Co 80241
303-451-9607
gofrassati.org
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Colorado Late-term
abortion ban will
officially be on the
November ballot
Initiative 120 qualified by successfully
gathering over 150,000 signatures
BY ROCIO MADERA
rocio.madera@archden.org

I

t’s official: Colorado voters will
have the opportunity to ban lateterm abortion in the state later this
year.
The Colorado Secretary of State’s
Office announced Monday that the
Due Date Too Late campaign collected
enough signatures for Initiative 120 to
make the November ballot. Secretary
of State Jena Griswold notified the Initiative 120 Committee that after a lineby-line count, 153,204 signatures have
been verified and the effort to take the
issue to Colorado voters in November
2020 has succeeded.
“I am overjoyed to hear that so many
Coloradans have signed the petition
to successfully place Initiative 120 on
the November ballot,” said Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila, who expressed his
support for the initiative early on.
“Protecting children in the womb is an
essential part of building a society that
treats all life, no matter its age or ability,
as sacred. God has given each person a
dignity that comes from being made in
his image and likeness, and the degree
to which our laws reflect that will be
the degree to which we experience true
freedom and happiness.”
“The desire to change the culture of
death in Colorado is real,” said Deacon
Geoff Bennett, Vice President of Parish
and Community Relations at Catholic Charities of Denver. “We have seen
strong bipartisan support with the signature collection effort… During this
pandemic Colorado has become a destination place for those seeking abortions
from other states.”
According to the Secretary of State,
the campaign initially submitted
over 137,000 petition signatures of
which only a little over 114,000 were

Initiative 120, which would ban
abortions after 22 weeks of
gestation in the state of Colorado,
will be on the November ballot for
Colorado voters to decide.
photo by christian bowen | unsplash
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The Gardens of St. Elizabeth

“

Protecting children
in the womb is an
essential part of building
a society that treats all
life, no matter its age
or ability, as sacred.”
ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA

determined to be valid signatures.
However, during a two-week cure
period granted after falling short, over
400 volunteers worked diligently and
collected another 48,000 signatures by
May 28, nearly five times the amount
sought during the cure period. Of those
signatures, 38,557 were validated.
“This is an incredible victory for Due
Date Too Late and our dedicated volunteers, who worked tirelessly to ensure
that Coloradans will have the chance to
vote to save lives from late-term abortion in November,” said Lauren Castillo,
spokesperson for the Due Date Too Late
campaign. “The numbers handed in are

indicative of the overwhelming support
for Initiative 120 and we are prepared and
excited for the next step in the campaign.”
If passed, Initiative 120 would
restrict abortions after 22 weeks of
pregnancy in the state of Colorado, with
the only exception being if the mother’s life is at risk. Under Initiative 120,
a person conducting the abortion could
be subject to having a medical license
suspended and would be subjected to
a fine, but it wouldn’t impose a penalty
on the woman receiving the abortion.
Colorado is one of several states in the
country that allows unborn babies to
be aborted for any reason up to birth.
“This is a great opportunity to limit
the assault on children in the womb,”
Deacon Bennett added. “Colorado has
allowed the killing of the unborn up
until birth since 1967.”

i

To stay up to date with the
latest information, visit
duedatetoolate.com

Why
move
now?
a
e
k
a
T tual
vir ur.
to

The Gardens of St. Elizabeth
offers fun activities in a
safe, healthy and supportive
environment, including:

• Room service with
chef-prepared meals
• Concierge services
• Health and safety checks
• FREE rent*

For the safety of our residents
and staff, we cannot offer in
person tours at this time.
Check out our
virtual tour online at
bit.ly/GSEVirtualTour.

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado
720.909.3817
homeishere.org
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Colorado’s Chesterton Academies are
set to kick off the Fall semester
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

W

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

hile the current situation has
challenged schools to find
creative ways to teach and
engage their students, the two Colorado
Chesterton Academy high schools have
found themselves in a unique position.
The pandemic arrived just as Our Lady of
Victory was enjoying its second semester
and St. John Paul II in Windsor was just
a few months away from its inaugural
class. Nonetheless, both are set to begin
or resume in-school learning in the Fall
and are working harder than ever to fulfill the mission of the schools.

A DREAM COME TRUE
The long-awaited Catholic high
school in the Fort Collins area has hired
its first headmaster, Blaise Hockel, and
faculty to begin the school year in August.

“Our main priority was to get a headmaster. We felt people were still in in
doubt about the start of the school –
since this has been in the works for a
very long time – but I think that’s going

Both Colorado Chesterton Academy high schools, one of which is
opening up north in the fall, offer
a classical model of high school
education. photo provided

DESPERATE NEED:
Please find it in your heart to send an emergency gift to
meet the growing need for food, shelter, and support
for homeless neighbors and anyone struggling financially
as a result of the coronavirus outbreak.
We are all in this together. But it’s because of generous
friends like you that even in the midst of these challenges,
Colorado’s most vulnerable won’t be left behind.

Donate at ccdenver.org/give
720-799-9311

to start to change now that we have a
headmaster and a faculty,” said David
Whitworth, Interim Executive Director
of the Chesterton Academy of St. John
Paul II. “The hiring committee found
Blaise, and we fell in love with him. He
came with great recommendations and
has done a great job at advancing the
hiring process for the faculty as soon
as he was hired.”
Hockel, who has a Master’s degree
in Education with an emphasis in Curriculum and Instruction and significant
experience in classical education, will
be the “spiritual and intellectual head
of the school,” aided by his deep faith
and love for classical education.
“This school is the fulfillment of the
promise long awaited by the community, and my hope and goal is to fulfill
that promise in every way, to make
it something which genuinely is the
center of Catholic culture and Catholic
education for the persons of northern
Colorado, so that we can see a spiritual
boon and a great development in our
love of Christ,” Hockel said.
The school, beginning with grades 9
and 10, has a plan for an integrated curriculum in which the incoming sophomore class will have the opportunity

Coronavirus threatening the lives
of your vulnerable neighbors

Meet Jeanetta,
who like many
others is in
need of food
and shelter.

Can you help?
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to receive all the components of a full
education of the classical model in
three years. This approach will help
them secure a strong foundation in the
humanities and prepare them well for
their senior year and college.
“I think it’s important for people to
know that this isn’t something that is
simply being thrown together; it’s being
very intentionally and considerably
put together,” Hockel assured. “This
will allow [incoming sophomores] to
receive the same caliber of education,
but … suited to their individual needs.”
The new faculty and staff includes
Steven Lewis, who will be teaching
humanities and has a background in
missionary work and media evangelization, besides his training in philosophy,
theology and music; Colette Ohotnicky,
who will teach math, science and Latin,
and has Master of Arts in Environmental
Arts and Humanities; and Elizabeth Yeh,
with a strong professional background,
will serve as the new Executive Director.
Furthermore, the high school will
be offering a deal to inaugural families:
tuition for their students and any other
siblings that enroll in the future will be
kept at $6,000 to honor their role as a
founding family.

“The first thing that the community
should know is that we are an extremely
dedicated group of people. The board that
is working with my school is easily the
most engaged and most supportive board
that I have ever seen,” Hockel said. “They
are going beyond any normal expectation
for someone in their position, and they
are all extremely well-thought, well-spoken and intelligent individuals who are
working toward the longevity and fulfillment of the school’s mission.”
A FRUITFUL YEAR
Further to the south, the Chesterton Academy of Our Lady of Victory
successfully finalized its inaugural year
at the former St. Louis Parish in Englewood with a class of 15 students.
For Garrett Cichowitz, Lead Teacher
and Program manager of the school,
the authentic relationships that the
students formed were a fruitful result
of the first year.
“Our students are very close, and I
think that has to do not only with the
classroom, with getting to be together for
seven hours a day, but also with getting
to be a part so many unique events that
we have throughout the year,” he said.
While public activities were cancelled

due to the pandemic,
the students were
still able to enjoy
the Cultura Vitae
community events
to cultivate a culture
of life; small concerts,
in which the students
shared their musical talents;
weekly formation events through
the fine arts, speakers and activities,
such as seeing the Monet exhibition at
the Denver Art Museum and going to the
Colorado Symphony; prayer in front of
Planned Parenthood; and making a small
pilgrimage in partnership with Creatio.
Another aspect that Cichowitz
believes sets a Catholic education apart
is the goal to make saints and help students grow in virtue and holiness, which
he has certainly witnessed during the
first school year.
“We saw real growth in [this aspect]…
in the sense that, as the students were
put in situations where more was
demanded of them and they were held
accountable, they responded to the
invitations of grace from our faculty
and from God; they chose to be vulnerable; they chose relationship and to
take ownership of their experience,” he

Blaise Hockel was
recently named
as the Chesterton
Academy of St.
John Paul II's first
headmaster. photo provided

said. “My hope is to continue
to build on that, that we come into
this next year stronger, continuing to
grow the level of professionalism and
excellence that we’re able to offer, but
most importantly that we’re continuing to cultivate an authentic Catholic
culture.
“[High school] is a time when young
people begin asking the questions ‘Who
am I?’ and ‘Who do I want to be?’ And
it’s a time where they start to take ownership of their identity and their faith. I
think the family is foundational to that,”
Cichowitz concluded. “It begins with
mom and dad, and our school exists to
support that the parents are the first educators. We are here to provide an environment where students are going to be
surrounded by like-minded families who
value the same things… That provides an
invaluable catalyst for what parents are
trying to accomplish in the home.”

Purchase tickets and sponsorships at

GolfforHope.org

You’re
invited!

SEEDS of HOPE

20

GOLF
for
H O PE

20

MONDAY

AUG. 10

2020

NEW DATE & LOCATION
Tee it up for Catholic Education

COLUMBINE
COUNTRY
CLUB

10

JUNE 27-JULY 24, 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Share your prayer petitions today!

Share your prayer petitions today!
Share your prayer petitions today!

Send your prayer requests to:
Carmelite Nuns, 17765 78th St. SE, Wahpeton, N.D. 58075
or carmelofmary@gmail.com or call 701-642-2360

Send your prayer requests to:
Send
your78th
prayer
to:
Carmelite Nuns,
17765
St.requests
SE, Wahpeton,
N.D. 58075
Carmelite
Nuns, 17765 78th St. SE,or
Wahpeton,
N.D. 58075
or carmelofmary@gmail.com
call 701-642-2360
or carmelofmary@gmail.com or call 701-642-2360

Around the Archdiocese

Q&A: New archdiocese
executives ‘honored,’
‘humbled’ to serve the
Church in northern Colorado
BY ROCIO MADERA

A

t the beginning of this year, the Archdiocese of Denver welcomed two
new executives into its leadership ranks: Beth Link, Executive Director
of Human Resources, and Brenda Cannella, Chief Financial Officer. Both
bring extensive experience and knowledge to the archdiocese.
Link and Cannella sat down with the Denver Catholic to introduce themselves
to the faithful of Colorado and provide more insight on what they each hope to
accomplish in their new roles.
DC: What does it mean for you to be
the new CFO of the Archdiocese
of Denver?

Q&A

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector
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of service to the
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$3,300,000
AOD Funded
$550,000
Restoration Fund
$918,000

BC: I am deeply honored
to be the CFO for the
with
archdiocese. There is an
amazing leadership team
BRENDA
in place here at the archCANNELLA diocese
and I am grateful
for the opportunity to be on
mission with this team at this
time in the Church.
DENVER CATHOLIC: Tell us a little
about your background.
BRENDA CANNELLA: I grew up
Catholic and am originally from a small
town near Houston, Texas. I have an
accounting degree from the University of Houston. I began my accounting career in the Houston office of the
former Big 6 public accounting firm,
Arthur Andersen, and am a CPA formerly licensed in Texas. My husband,
Troy, and I moved to Colorado just over
20 years ago and have been very blessed
by our experience of being Catholic
here in the Archdiocese of Denver.
We have been married 30 years, have 5
beautiful children and live in Erie. We
have been parishioners at St. Louis in
Louisville and St. Thomas Aquinas in
Boulder during our time in Colorado.
Just prior to joining the archdiocese,
I had the great fortune of spending ten
years being formed as a disciple while
serving in Finance at FOCUS, Fellowship of Catholic University Students.
My last five years at FOCUS were as
Vice President of Finance.

DC: What are your goals as the new
CFO?
BC: My primary goal is to continue the
great work of those who preceded me in
this role and to look for opportunities to
work collaboratively among all diocesan
entities to become even better stewards of the assets of our archdiocese.
Finance, administration and planning
in the Archdiocese of Denver is on a
firm foundation built by our prior CFOs.
From this foundation, I plan to continue
to orient the resources and administration of the archdiocese toward achieving
the mission of the Church which is to
share the good news of Jesus Christ and
make disciples of all nations.
DC: What are the greatest joys and
challenges that you face in your new
position?
BC: One of the greatest joys of this
new role is the opportunity to serve
the priests, religious and lay faithful
of my own community. The allocation
and stewardship of financial resources
is always a challenge but one that can
be met if we seek God’s will in all things.
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DC: What are you most grateful for
in this opportunity in your life and
career?
BC: I’m very grateful for the gift of faith
and for the many opportunities that God
has given me to grow closer to Him in
my life and career. He was very patient
with me during times in my life when I
thought my life and career were about

me! He waited for me to realize that He
gave me the gifts and talents He did so
that I can use them for His greater glory
and for the salvation of souls. My life
is committed to the fulfillment of the
great commission and to living up to the
invitation of our Lord to participate in
His plan for salvation to the best of my
ability with the help of grace.

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
Matt Whaley
32 Years

BL: My goal is to contribute daily as a
positive force for good, to uplift, educate,
support, and make strides towards
constantly improving the
service model to our parishes
and ministries. I am a
logical, process-oriented
individual who values
with
tangible action to make
BETH
things better, big or small. I
work with a wonderful team
LINK
and, together, we are here at
the service of those who need us.
DENVER CATHOLIC: Tell us
I like to take things from “good to
a little about your background.
great,” and leave others the better as
BETH LINK: I am a native of
well.
HR is not as much about oversight
Colorado but grew up in Northern
of
the
fundamental mechanisms that
California. The oldest of five children,
support
our workforce as it is about
I went to Catholic school and later Holy
taking
care
of people and building a
Cross College in Portland, Oregon –
culture
of
trust
and transparency, honest
University of Portland. I relocated here
feedback
and
contribution.
in 2000 and never left – my husband of

Q&A

14 years and I live in Lafayette and love
it here. We’re a blended family of 7 with
three plus two kids, ranging in age from
27 to five. We’ve attended Immaculate
Conception Church since 2009.
DC: What does it mean for you to
be the new Director of the Human
Resources Office at the Archdiocese
of Denver?
BL: Really, this role was, and has been,
an answered prayer. Prior, I spent three
years working for an advertising agency
in Gunbarrel and had a day where I hit
a wall with the culture and had just
listened to Lauren Daigle’s RESCUE,
which turned into a prayer. Not 30
minutes later, the recruiter messaged
me on LinkedIn to interview and the
rest is history. I think the ultimate
lesson of my life is - don’t ask God for a
change or guidance if you don’t really
want it because He ALWAYS delivers…
even if you’re bluffing. We never know
all of the “whys” behind why we’re led
somewhere or the ways in which He’ll
use us, but I trust implicitly this was a
role of leadership and service He placed
in my path. I am humbled to be here.
DC: What are your goals as the new
HR director for the archdiocese?

DC: What are some joys and
challenges you face as the new HR
Director?
BL: Right now, they’re one in the same.
The challenges are present in many
ways: doing more with less, striving
to make processes efficient, being
honorable stewards of our resources
and giving people tools to grow in
knowledge, wisdom and understanding.
Seeing the fruits of investment in
little teaching moments and words of
encouragement … that’s the good stuff
that has, and will always, keep me going.
DC: What are you most grateful for
in this opportunity in your life and
career?
BL: I’m a philosopher at heart. I’ve
listened to people, heard some of their
worst tales, and persevered for and with
them for over 20 years in HR. I have a
heart for people, I believe in being the
“best version of ourselves” as Matthew
Kelly states. I hope to leave a small
but meaningful mark wherever I go
and ultimately surround myself with
people who are “better than I am” – that
would truly be the testament to servant
leadership and a job well done.

The heritage behind our mortuaries
and cemeteries is one of
history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted Olinger Mortuaries
and Cemeteries to care for their loved ones. Respect for traditions,
understanding the needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.
With over decades of experience, parishioner Matt Whaley assists families
with care and compassion. His expertise combined with professional services
in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels is virtually unprecedented
in serving the Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
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In-Depth

An examination of conscience for racism
BY FATHER
RANDY DOLLINS

T

here are two kinds of ignorance:
the things I don’t know that
nobody expects me to know, and
the things I don’t know, but that I ought
to know and others expect me to know.
For instance, I don’t know how the
Space X rocket is able to land upright
on that floating platform. It looks like
a special effect from a science fiction
movie and I think it is neat, but I really
don’t know anything about the mechanics of it and nobody is going to call me
out for my ignorance in this area.
On the other hand, if I don’t know
a catechetical point about the importance of baptism, that is a problem,
because not only am I member of the
baptized, I am a ministerial Catholic
priest who ought to know such details
and someone should call me out for not
knowing them.
In this moment of upheaval, the very
real problem of racism has reached a
boiling point that cannot be ignored,
and nobody should dismiss it or try to
explain it away. But as I watch the news,
read the commentaries, and encounter
the protestors, I feel paralyzed in how I
should respond, as I am incapacitated
by my own ignorance. This ignorance is
included in things I should know, that
I ought to know, but that I don’t. This
moment in history – this reckoning –
is calling me out to admit that I am in
fact ignorant about some of the ways in
which racism still exists in our society.
Now for the most part, I can pat
myself on the back for not being consciously or deliberately racist, and
for doing my best to follow Christ’s
teaching to ‘love my neighbor.’ But at
the same time, I remain ignorant of
the ways that I am unconsciously still
part of the problem, i.e., that I do not
actively seek to understand and oppose
racism that exists. As a Christian, I am
outspoken against abortion, the death
penalty, assisted suicide, euthanasia,
the plight of the immigrant, etc., but I
have never been vocal about the moral
evil of racism.
So, I have to ask myself why? The
uncomfortable answer is that I have
been inattentive, complacent, complicit, insensitive, and unaware. I have
studied history and I am aware of the
recent headlines, yet, in an active way,
I have chosen to ignore the underlying
issues. This willful ignorance exposes

an insensitivity and laziness, which, in
itself, is a kind of privilege I am afforded;
I can ignore issues of racism because,
at the end of the day, it does not really
impact my life or cost me anything. In
other words, I find myself to be culpably
oblivious.
I don’t think I am going to easily
solve my own ignorance or enlighten
the dialogue on this issue, but I do
think that I can offer a starting place,
if not for everyone, certainly for myself.
When ignorance fades, culpability
increases. Living in this moment, being
indicted by this moment, I feel like I
need to examine my own conscience
on this issue, but I honestly lack the

resources to do so. So, I brought this
issue to prayer and came up with the
following ten questions. I don’t think
they are comprehensive, and I don’t
desire that they be divisive or political.
They are questions that convict me, and
I pray that they might make some small
contribution to this moment much in
need of atonement.
I ask myself these questions:
1. Have I prayed, earnestly and regularly, for an end to racism and an
increase in the understanding of the
equal dignity of all those created in
the image of God?
2. Have I sought ways to better educate
myself about the structures of sin

photo by liam edwards | unsplash

that perpetuate racism and may have
an unknown effect on the way I live
my life?
3. Have I tried to gain a deeper understanding of the privileges and blessings I enjoy in my life and how these
same privileges and blessings may
not be enjoyed by others because of
their race?
4. Have I been conscious of the existence of racism in world, naming it
and recognizing it as a structure of
sin?
5. Have I prayed for and actively sought
after a greater understanding of
systemic racism and been willing
to enact real changes in my life to
combat it?
6. Have I been willfully ignorant of the
racism that I know exists, choosing
to be insensitive by ignoring it?
7. Have I looked for opportunities to
enter into dialogue about racism
with those whom I would not ordinarily converse?
8. Have I desired to overcome my indifference to racial violence and pushed
myself past ignoring it?
9. Have I asked God to forgive me for
the times that I have contributed
to racism, consciously or unconsciously, through jokes, conversations, criticisms, use of influence, or
complaints?
10. Have I asked God to forgive my
friends, family members, and ancestors who have deliberately participated in and perpetuated the sin of
racism, and for a conversion of their
hearts?
If you are like me, your answer to all
ten of these questions is “no.” As I said
before, now is not the time for anyone to
try and explain away, ignore, or dismiss
this sin. It’s bigger than any one of us
and nobody is going to “solve” it. What
I can do is take these ten questions
and continually examine my own conscience and then seek ways to change
each “no” into a “yes.” I can also bring
these questions to others and invite
them to do the same.
I want to cease being inattentive or
complacent, and therefore, complicit in
this sin. This is a problem that begins
with ignorance, but it must be recognized as a moral defect and eradicated,
so that I can move from being “culpably
ignorant” to “consciously informed,”
and then, I hope, “willfully active” in
instructing others who may be ignorant,
which is in itself is one of the Spiritual
Works of Mercy.
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Answer to powerlessness is not
show of power, but presence
BY FATHER
JOSE MEDINA

A

Catholic News Service

deep human cry roars through
our cities. Once again, black
men and women fear being
indiscriminately killed by those charged
to protect and serve them. They feel
powerless.
In an op-ed for the Los Angeles
Times, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar put it
best: “What you should see when you
see black protesters in the age of Trump
and coronavirus is people pushed to
the edge, not because they want bars
and nail salons open, but because they
want to live. To breathe.”
We all feel powerless.
One common way to relieve the powerlessness is to identify an enemy and
devise ways to bring that enemy to submission. Jumping into the fray restores
a feeling of power. If we are not on the
front lines, we feel that empowerment
by tweeting or simply commenting on
societal ills.
Yet, this does not respond adequately
to the protester’s cry. The public humiliation that ensued after the viral video
of Amy Cooper’s reaction to Christian
Cooper, a black man in Central Park,
did not help eradicate racism.
Martin Luther King Jr. once said
we might be able to murder the murderer, but we will not be able to murder
murder. To think that eliminating every
violent racist person will defeat racism
ignores an incontrovertible fact: We
all desire to live, and we are all violent,
racist even.
As King said, “There is something
within each of us that causes us to cry out
with Goethe, ‘There is enough stuff in me
to make both a gentleman and a rogue.’”
We all desire to live, to be loved —
and these desires are not foreign to the
policeman who killed George Floyd.
And we are all violent, with those we
don’t know, and even with those we
love.
If we are honest, we can recognize
in ourselves the woman in the park, the
policeman and the looter. It shows up
in our Facebook and Instagram posts.
We get away with it because no one
recorded it.
Regardless of social status, race or
religion, despite what we have done or
are capable of doing, we all share the

protester’s cry. We want to live, and we
don’t know how. What can respond to
that human cry?
In 2017, Richard Preston, then the
imperial wizard of the Maryland chapter of the Ku Klux Klan, shot his gun
toward a black man during the protests
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Instead of
condemning and ostracizing Preston,
Daryl Davis, a black man, decided to
befriend him, as he had many other
klansmen.
A year later, Preston’s fiancee invited
Davis to walk her up the aisle at their
wedding. Like King, Davis believes that
only love has the redemptive power to
transform men and women of the most
“recalcitrant” bent. His actions evoke
the words of King: “Darkness cannot
drive out darkness; only light can do
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that.”
Davis faces a lot of skepticism. Many
think his position is inadequate to tackle
the endemic problems facing our society.
During a heated exchange in the
Public Broadcasting Service documentary “Accidental Courtesy,” Kwame
Rose, a Black Lives Matter activist, told
Davis, “Stop wasting your time going
into people’s houses that don’t love
you.” Yet, Davis’ “presence” mysteriously changes people.
In the past few days, we have been
moved by images of police officers listening to that cry, joining with protesters, reading the lists of those killed or
kneeling together in solidarity for the
victims of violence and racism.
We have seen how the answer to
powerlessness is not power but a “presence” capable of communing with the
alleged enemy. Absent a presence, our
powerlessness is terrifying.
The constructive contribution we
can offer to one another in this dramatic
moment is to listen to the cry, to not
conceal it with quick fixes and to share
our experience of one who responds
to our powerlessness and reawakens
our humanity. Better laws and more
human social structures will be brought
to light by men and women aware of
having been redeemed by a presence.
Father Medina, an educator, is a national
leader of the ecclesial movement Communion and Liberation. He is a guest columnist for Catholic News Service. This
column is reprinted here with permission.
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World & Nation

Black lives do matter.
BY AARON LAMBERT
aaron.lambert@archden.org

T

he death of George Floyd on
May 25 has once again sparked
a national conversation about
racism in American society. As Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila put it, “Racism
has no place in the Gospel message or
any civil society”; other bishops have
echoed this sentiment. This conversation is a necessary one and there are
many voices that deserve to be heard.
More importantly though, now is a time
to listen.
Saying the words “black lives
matter” is not meant to disregard or
even nullify the value of other lives – it
is a statement that needs no qualifiers.
The person who says “save the rainforests” isn’t calling for all other forests
to be torched. Black lives do matter,
and this is a moment to acknowledge that. Comedian Dave Chappelle
touched at the heart of the issue in a
recent stand-up performance entitled
8:46, which is a reference to the eight
minutes and 46 seconds that George
Floyd’s neck was kneeled on by
Officer Derek Chauvin in Minneapolis, which ultimately
resulted in his unnecessary
and unjust death.
Barring the vulgarities
that come standard in Chappelle’s comedy routines, he
poignantly expresses the
ongoing plight of the black community in earnest rawness. “This
man kneeled on a man’s neck for
eight minutes and 46 seconds,” Chappelle says in an impassioned, rising
tone. “Can you imagine that? This kid
thought he was gonna die. He knew he
was gonna die. He called for his dead
mother. I’ve only seen that once before
in my life, when my father, on his deathbed, called for his grandmother. When
I watched that tape, I understood this
man knew he was going to die.”
Chappelle’s platform as a celebrity
makes it easy for his voice to be a prominent one among many. However, one of
the voices that isn’t as loud but no less
deserving of being heard is that of the
Black Catholic community. The Archdiocese of Denver is home to a diverse
community of faith, and we asked three
local Black Catholics to share their perspectives on this pressing issue: Kateri

Williams, Director of the Office of
Black Catholic Ministry for the Archdiocese of Denver; Janaye Matthews,
a Colorado State University student
who grew up at Cure d’Ars Parish; and
Dustin Caldwell, a parishioner of the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception and member of the Julia
Greeley Guild.
DENVER CATHOLIC: As a Black
Catholic, how are you feeling in this
moment of history?
KATERI WILLIAMS: It’s been tragic.
It’s a tragic time. But it’s been a time
that really has called upon the need for
prayer and the need to remain faithful
and hopeful, to rely on our faith. And for
me, it’s been bittersweet because I can
see where God is working through all
of this, and that’s where we often meet
crises, in our brokenness. For me, it’s
just been a time of sadness and a time
of deep reflection. It’s been a time of
racial fatigue. I know for me personally
is that it has opened wounds that have
never quite healed. And we all have
stories. There’s not a single person that
doesn’t have a story.
For older AfricanAmericans,
it’s opening
unhealed
wounds, and
for younger

Q&A
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people, I can only imagine what it
means for their future. But you know,
where I’ve found hope is that they’re
undeterred by this and that they are
steadfast in their faith.
JANAYE MATTHEWS: I would say
it’s been pretty difficult for me, honestly.
Being 22, I’m at that point in my life
where having gone through my religious
education in middle and high school, I’m
at that point where I really understand
what it means to take control my own
faith. As I become more aware of how
history has played itself out, it has led
me to a place of a lot of doubt and really
questioning my faith. And so I’ve been
going through that piece of what I was
taught and what I was raised on and
how I’m actually seeing it play out and
how history has seen it play out. I know
that I have a purpose and I know that
God has a plan for each person that
that he puts on this earth. For me as an
individual, as well
as me and what I
represent in my
community, I
see this as an
opportunity
to continue to
play out that
role and to take
responsibility for
myself and then
to also help

others understand that that’s almost
literally like that’s almost all we can do
at this time, is to really just understand
that we all have a role. We all have a
place in this. And that’s what’s going to
help us get through, is clearly playing
our roles and also maintaining our faith
that God has a plan and that we’ll find a
way through it.
DUSTIN CALDWELL: I’ll say this to
start. It’s fitting that we’re having this
chat on first Friday because I’m very,
very devoted to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. And it’s ironic; you see how God
works in situations where, ironically,
these protests are happening in the
month of June, which is essentially
the month of the Sacred Heart where
the feast falls. I think that’s really the
answer and solution to the problem.
I think that we will find healing and
refuge as a people from all races, but
particularly I think of my black peers
and older people and younger people
as black Catholics, that’s where we’ll
find healing, is in the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, because it’s a deep wound that
runs years and years old. The only
real healing that will be had is if we
first turn back to Christ and his most
Sacred Heart because he understands
the wound and he feels it in his heart.
DC: What do you wish non-black
Catholics and people of faith knew
about what it’s like to be black in
America?
KATERI: All of us are created in
God’s likeness and image, and
any time any one of us anywhere
is looked at as less than, we’re
not living the mission of the
Gospel. And that is painful to
sit in. It is very painful to sit
in a pew or to sit in an office
or to sit in a classroom,
but especially in
a community of
people who share
the same faith and
for that basic tenet
to not be understood.
My Catholic faith is my
foundation and the foundation of
my family. I’m a cradle Catholic.
My husband’s a cradle Catholic.
But when we walk down the
street, that’s not what people
see. That’s not the first thing that comes
to their mind. There’s a prejudgment
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It’s time to listen.
that is there and that happens even
within in the pews. So what I would
what I would want to come out of this
is that we take the time to really do a
self-reflection and an examination of
our own consciousness to see where
we fall in this whole issue of racism.
Have we either been complicit either
by our action or by our lack of action
because indifference is still a choice?
What I would want is first for people
to start with themselves and to pray
upon it and to seek enlightening from
the from the Holy Spirit to be able to be
a spiritual warrior in regards to racism.
And also to listen, to take the time to
listen to the stories. To reach out and to
educate themselves on what the issues
are, because there’s a lot of people who
are allies who want to know more.
JANAYE: I would say a lot of times
my identity is politicized and used as
that dividing point where when I start
to talk about my experience as a black
person and how it differs from someone
who isn’t black, it tends to drive people
away. But at the end of the day, we all
have similar qualities. We all have this
human experience that we’re going
through. My ultimate goal is just to
help people see that I’m just as human
as the next person. When we look at
what happened to George Floyd, and
we have such a long list at this point
of how he’s just representative of so
many other people and so many other
victims who have gone through similar
experiences, some of whom have died
and others who have lived to tell about
it, there’s still this implicit threat or this
implicit bias against what it means to be
black. I live in more than a bit of fear a
lot of times of how I might come off to
others, and it changes how I navigate
[the world], but it doesn’t make me
vindictive and it doesn’t make me
hateful towards others. I hope they
can see my humanity, my flaws and my
strengths and all of that and just really
accept me for who I am and remove,
especially in the U.S., the politics around
race and the negative connotation that’s
been placed on us for generations.
DUSTIN: As a black Catholic watching
this unfold on a human level, I’d like
to share with all my Catholic brothers
and sisters that racism is a real thing.
Racism is unfortunately something
that rings true to reality. I don’t think
it’s smart to think we could ever

to practice, but in my mind, it’s one of
the most impactful on a long term scale
that we can have.
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eradicate something like that, because
that would almost be like saying
let’s eradicate all sin altogether. For
anyone who has had to deal with or
suffer some kind of injustice, because
we all have in different ways, there’s
certainly a history of racism with the
black community. But I think we’ve
all, at different points, had some kind
of prejudice worked against us, even
just as Catholics in a pagan society. I
think that a goal for us is to look at that
and say, “when someone is saying this
is happening and I think it might be
because of race,” not to dismiss it or
discredit it as, “oh, that’s a political issue
or that’s a left wing thing.” I think that
this does go hand-in-hand with pro-life
[issues] and protecting life at its most
delicate stage in the womb of its mother.
We have to acknowledge it’s evil and we
have to keep fighting gently and then
working harshly against the evils and
injustices.
DC: What would your message be
for somebody who perhaps isn’t
black but wants to show their
solidarity and support for the black
community?
KATERI: I would say be willing to not
only be part of but to encourage the
difficult and courageous conversations
that have to be had because we have to
be able to communicate. It’s going to
be uncomfortable, but with a loving,
generous heart, say “yes, I’m going to

push myself out of my comfort zone”
and to encourage that within your
own circles of influence and definitely
within the Church and within your
own parishes, because even though
many people do belong to parishes
that don’t have many people of color,
those conversations still need to be had.
Support your priest when they want
to have homilies about racism, even if
there’s pushback and people say, “well,
none of us here are racist,” That’s still
something that needs to be spoken to.
To be willing to be that advocate means
having to step out of your comfort zone
and to be able to hear some truths that
although you may not agree with or may
not be part of your experience, it is the
reality for others.
JANAYE: There’s still things that you
can continue to learn. A lot of times I
think we fall back on our educational
system, and from my perspective,
there’s shortcomings in that, in the way
that they tell the history and how they
capture part of it, but not all of it. So
educating yourselves, but also families;
I think that’s the biggest thing for me,
is talking about it as a family, bringing
the issue of race into the home because
there’s such a taboo around it. If we
normalize it, then people can address
difference in a different way. It’s really
just about educating yourself, educating
your kids, your friend groups. It’s not
as visible a form of solidarity as a lot of
people would like to see or would like

DUSTIN: I’d like to see all of my fellow
Catholic peers take a little time to be
a little more sensitive to the history,
because when you know the history,
you see how deeply it impacts the minds
and hearts of the black community. This
isn’t a George Floyd issue; this is the
last five times this happened. This is a
constant virus; this is a virus that just
keeps re-infecting situations again and
again, and no two are alike. There’s
always more to the story than what the
news says, but there is a there is a real
evil that’s hidden in these situations.
I would ask my peers to first just
understand a little bit of the history
and not get locked in on this particular
situation but see it as a timeline. Look
at the timeline of the issues, whether
with the police or otherwise, that’s
spanned quite a ways back, all the way
to slavery, and just have a little taste and
sensitivity of that history. And then with
prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, look
at a situation where people are saying
“Black Lives Matter” with compassion
and empathy before you start getting
into the logos or the philosophical.
Make sure that you don’t allow the evil
one or the enemy of our soul to hijack
this once again and create schism.
I think it’s interesting that there’s a
schismatic component to racism. Racial
schism is another way I would phrase
it. Once something terrible happens to
a community, to a race of people, that
affects them, that’s a racism thing, I
think the enemy takes that and tries
to create even more schism. Until you
experience it, you really don’t know
what it feels like. And when you do
feel it, it’s kind of like a kick in the
stomach. Maybe we disagree. Maybe
there are parts of the story that need
to be more thoroughly examined. But
that will never happen until we can have
that sympathy and that compassion.
Understand the history, be empathetic
and compassionate, and then realize
that in order to win the battle against
the enemy himself, you have to keep
that bridge and that connection going.

i

To read the full conversation,
visit denvercatholic.org.
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Can Catholics support ‘Black Lives Matter’?
Affirm the phrase, not the organization
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

C

atholic leaders say the Church
has an important role in working for racial justice, but that
protesting for justice does not imply
endorsement of the positions taken by
Black Lives Matter organizations.
The phrase “#BlackLivesMatter”
began to trend online following the
death of Trayvon Martin in 2012, and
a movement grew amid protests and
riots in Ferguson, Missouri in 2014
after the shooting of a young black
man, Michael Brown, by a police officer.
“Black Lives Matter” has become the
rallying cry for a broad social movement.
But there are also specific organizations which take the name “Black Lives
Matter.” The largest and best-funded of
those groups is the Black Lives Matter
Global Network Foundation, which has
a network of local chapters around the
U.S. and in other countries, and operates
the website blacklivesmatter.com.

Show your support
for our Hispanic
community by
giving a gift today.
Your gift will provide
scholarships for
the education
and skills that can
change a life.

The Black Lives Matter Global Network Foundation promotes LGBT ideology and opposes the nuclear family.
The group’s platform aims to “dismantle cisgender privilege,” and “disrupt the Western-prescribed nuclear
family structure.”
“We foster a queer-affirming network. When we gather, we do so with
the intention of freeing ourselves from
the tight grip of heteronormative thinking,” the group’s website says.
At least one Black Lives Matter network affiliate has incorporated spiritual
rituals into protests, drawing from animistic religions by calling forth deceased
ancestors and pouring out libations for
them. The leaders of Black Lives Matter-Los Angeles say their efforts are
more than a movement for racial justice,
but are a “spiritual movement.”
Other organizations also use the
phrase “Black Lives Matter,” some
with different agendas and goals than
the global network. But the Black Lives

Matter Global Network Foundation is
often correlated directly with the movement itself, and its affiliates often organize local protests.
The organization should be distinguished from the broader social movement for racial justice, said Deacon
Harold Burke-Sivers, a black Catholic deacon of the Diocese of Portland,
Oregon, author, and co-host of EWTN’s
Morning Glory radio show.
“Marching to protest the inequitable
treatment of black people by those in
authority—that’s good,” the deacon said.
However, the policies espoused by
the Black Lives Matter organization on
family and sexuality constitute “a radical
feminist agenda disguised as a movement for ‘Black Lives Matter,’” he said.
“No Catholic can support the
national organization, whatsoever,”
he added.
Burke-Sivers encouraged Catholics
to act for racial justice, but to pray first.
“Take the life that God has given us

in these sacraments, and become the
heads and the hands and the face and
the heart of Jesus in the world,” he said.
“Start with that and then put that into
action.”
Saying “Black Lives Matter” is
important, EWTN radio host Gloria
Purvis, who is African-American,
told CNA. She added that neither the
phrase nor the movement should be
viewed through the lens of only one
organization.
“It’s a mistake to say that Black Lives
Matter—the organization—is the head
of this movement.”
“That’s like saying that one organization is the head of the pro-life movement,” she explained.
The phrase “Black Lives Matter”
represents a whole “movement for
racial justice,” she said, one which is
now global and without one single
leader. Using the phrase “doesn’t mean
you are now de facto a member of this
organization,” she said.

Centro San Juan Diego is a ministry of our Archdiocese that serves
nearly 5,000 Hispanic immigrants every year and is a regionally
recognized expert on topics such as education, immigration and
integration. Centro provides much needed classes such as:
English
Citizenship
Small Business

Computer
Tax Aide Certification
Bachelor’s Degrees

GED
Financial Literacy
Master’s Degrees

To learn more or donate, visit centrosanjuandiego.org/donate or call 303-867-0614
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“For me, as a Catholic, a devout
Catholic, as a loyal daughter of the
Church, I have no problem saying
‘Black Lives Matter,’” she said. “I know
it doesn’t make me a member of the
organization.”
Purvis explained that the phrase

“Black Lives Matter” is not meant to
devalue the lives of others, and while all
lives do matter, she has observed that
“in practice” in the U.S., “what we’ve
seen is that black lives don’t.”
As a pro-life Catholic, Purvis said
she recognizes the eugenist roots of

abortion, but said fighting racism in
America shouldn’t be limited to opposing abortion. She said racism is manifested through police misconduct,
housing policies, and other aspects of
American public life.
Ryan Bomberger, a black pro-life
activist and co-founder of the Radiance
Foundation, says he does not support
the Black Lives Matter movement,
because of its hostility to Christianity.
“Every life unjustly killed deserves
justice. The question is, how do we
pursue that justice? And for me, as a
Christian, I cannot embrace a secular
movement that is unapologetically hostile to Christianity, in order to pursue
justice,” Bomberger told CNA.
While “a lot of people involved” with
the movement are acting “out of compassion and love,” he said, “the ones
leading are very clear about the objectives of the movement,” Bomberger
said. “They’re not looking for forgiveness or reconciliation, they’re looking
for political power.”
For his part, Bishop Shelton Fabre,
chair of the U.S. bishops’ committee on
racism, told CNA that Catholics should
join efforts to call for racial justice.
“Black Lives Matter has a broad

agenda covering many social issues,
some of which are not in harmony with
Catholic teaching. However, on the
issue of standing against the injustice
of racism, it is my understanding that
Catholic Social teaching and Black Lives
Matter are in accord,” the bishop said.
“Because we have a responsibility to
bring our faith to the public square, it is
appropriate to protest racial injustice,”
he added. Amid the ongoing protests,
Bishop Fabre encouraged Catholics to
take seriously the unique role they can
play in promoting an end to racism.
The present moment, Fabre said,
presents an “extraordinary opportunity” with many Americans taking an
active part in protests against racism
and police brutality. However, he said,
the work still remains to be done “to
dismantle racism.”
“We should be seeking what unique
role God might be asking the Catholic
Church to play in transforming opportunity into a watershed moment in
eradicating racism,” he said.
Black Catholics “long for the eradication of racism in the Church through
encounter, accompaniment, repentance, justice, action, charity, and
prayer,” he said.
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In-Depth

The Introductory Rites:

An invitation to
prepare for the
Holy Mass
BY AARON LAMBERT

This article is the second in a series
to help the faithful experience Mass in
a deeper way than ever before. Read the
first part on denvercatholic.org, and subscribe to our e-newsletter to make you
sure you don't miss the rest!

T

he pews of our churches are
starting to fill up once again.
After a somber Lent without
Masses, the doors of churches are opening back up for the faithful to come and
participate in the Sacred Liturgy.
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic
and the closure of our parishes, Mass
was likely a part of our weekly routine.
Every weekend, we would gather at the
foot of the altar as one body in Christ,
offering our prayers and receiving the
fullness of Christ in the Eucharist. This
routine of attending Mass each week is
a good and beautiful part of the Christian faith — “the source and summit,”
as it were.
However, the danger of routines is
that they can begin to lose their staying power and meaning over time.
How many of us attend Mass each
week simply because we have to and
not because we actually want to experience it in its fullness? Have we lost
touch with the richness of the liturgy
and how every piece of it is meant to
draw us ever closer to He who laid down
his life in love for us? If you answered
yes to either of these questions, then
the reopening of Masses presents an
opportunity to enter into it deeper than
ever before.
The Roman Missal divides the Mass
into four main parts. Let’s take a look at
some of the rich meanings and symbolisms of the Introductory Rites and how
our participation in the Mass begins
even before the bell rings.

HOLY WATER DIP

From the moment we set foot inside
our parishes, Christ is inviting us to a
profound and intimate communion
with him in the Mass. As we enter the
sanctuary of our parish, it’s instinctual
to dip our fingers in the Holy Water font
and bless ourselves with the Sign of the
Cross. Have you stopped to consider
why we do this?
The obvious answer is it serves as a
reminder of our own baptism, which
is true. As scripture shows us time and
time again, water is an important symbol
in the life of the Church. The Catechism
of the Catholic Church states: “The symbolism of water signifies the Holy Spirit’s
action in Baptism, since after the invocation of the Holy Spirit it becomes the
efficacious sacramental sign of new
birth: just as the gestation of our first
birth took place in water, so the water
of Baptism truly signifies that our birth
into the divine life is given to us in the
Holy Spirit. As ‘by one Spirit we were all
baptized,’ so we are also ‘made to drink
of one Spirit.’ Thus the Spirit is also personally the living water welling up from
Christ crucified as its source and welling
up in us to eternal life” (CCC 694).
But there’s an even deeper meaning to the blessing with Holy Water
that is found when looking back at the
early Church. Before entering a sacred
space, it was common practice for worshippers to “cleanse” themselves with
water. While this served a functional
purpose of removing dirt physically
from one’s body, it also symbolized
the removal of the spiritual grime that
builds up on the soul. As St. Clement
of Alexandria once wrote: “The best
bath, then, is what rubs off the pollution
of the soul, and is spiritual. Of which
prophecy speaks expressly: ‘The Lord
will wash away the filth of the sons and
daughters of Israel, and will purge the
blood from the midst of them.’”
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With this ritual cleansing, we are
now ready to enter into the sacred feast
that awaits.
GENUFLECTION + SILENCE
As we make our way to our seat in
the pew, the church is silent. Before we
sit, again, it is instinctual to genuflect,
or kneel, towards the tabernacle in a
gesture of reverence for Christ. Historically, the act of genuflection was
reserved for rulers and kings as a sign
of submission and respect. In the same
way, we Catholics genuflect before the
true “king of kings” when we enter the
church to honor he who is present in
the Blessed Sacrament.
The silence of the Church before
Mass begins should be a chance for us
to simply dwell with the Lord. In the
silence, we can listen more intently for
the Lord’s voice and what he might be
asking us to offer up in the sacrifice of
the Mass. It is an opportunity to quiet
our hearts, take captive any wandering
thoughts, still our worries and anxieties, and just simply exist in the presence
of the Most Holy.

ENTRANCE PROCESSION
The bell rings. Everybody stands. The
music begins and a procession enters the
church, signifying the beginning of Mass.
In a typical Sunday Mass, the procession
tends to follow this general order: Altar
servers holding the processional Cross
(Crucifix), altar servers holding candles,
the deacon holding the Gospel, followed
by the priest. While this order may seem
random, it’s by design.
The processional Cross leads the
procession, proclaiming the crucified
Christ as the reason for gathering.
The candles, sometimes made of beeswax and wicks aflame, signify Christ
as the light of the world; the wax and
flame also symbolize the dual nature of
Christ’s existence as both human and
divine. The deacon carrying the Gospels
represents both the Words of Christ and
the Word made flesh in Christ. Lastly,
Christ himself is represented in the
priest, who acts in the person of Christ
as he celebrates the Sacred Liturgy.
As the precession makes its way
through the Body of Christ in the gathered faithful and reaches the altar, they
stop to bow. Then, the deacon and priest
both kiss the altar as an expression of
veneration for the holy sacrifice that
is about to take place there. The altar
itself represents Christ, “the stone that
the builders rejected that becomes the
Cornerstone” (Psalm 118). If incense
is used, it is meant to symbolize the
prayers and plights of all the faithful
gathered rising up like smoke to our
Father in Heaven (Psalm 141:2 and Rev
8:4).
The Introductory Rites of the Holy
Mass are designed to draw us ever
deeper into prayer and open our
hearts to receiving the Lord in the
Eucharist.
photo by twinsfisch | unsplash
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SIGN OF THE CROSS
Every Mass begins the same way: the
priest says the words, “In the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit...,” and we mark ourselves
with the Sign of the Cross. The Sign
of the Cross is a way to acknowledge
our reason for being at Mass in the first
place: to worship and give thanks to the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
More importantly though, it is a mark
of our belonging to the Lord.
The Sign of the Cross dates back to
the first century of Christianity. Marking ourselves with the Sign of the Cross
at the start of Mass is also a way to
remind ourselves that the Mass is first
and foremost a prayer. In a very real and
beautiful way, in marking ourselves, we
are uniting our prayers with those of the
early Christians as well as the millions
of other Christians around the world
who are celebrating Mass at exactly the
same time.
Following the sign, the priest echoes
the words of St. Paul, written in the
second book of Corinthians: “The grace
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love
of God, and the Communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.” The most
common greeting is “The Lord be with

you.” As we respond with the words,
“And with your spirit,” we recognize
the gift of the spirit the priest received
at his ordination.
PENITENTIAL ACT
It is a critical tenet of the Christian
faith to acknowledge one’s own sinfulness and imperfection. That’s precisely
why Christ came; to reconcile humanity with the God who created them.
At Mass, this acknowledgment comes
most predominantly during the Penitential Act. As the priest implores us to
“call to mind our sins so as to prepare
to celebrate [the] sacred mysteries,” we
are asked to have a penitential disposition and a purified heart before we
engage in the Sacred Liturgy.
The priest then leads the congregation in a brief declaration, called the
Confiteor in Latin, as he begins, “I confess, to almighty God, and to you my
brothers and sisters, that I have greatly
sinned…” In echoing these words, the
faithful are declaring their own sinfulness and asking for God’s mercy. In
striking our chests three times as we say
the words, “through my fault, through
my fault, through my most grievous
fault,” we imitate an ancient symbol of

contrition, described in Sacred Scripture as the “beating of the breast” on
several occasions.
Following this declaration, the faithful sometimes recite the Kyrie Eleison,
which is Greek for “Lord, have mercy.”
Rather than begging for God’s mercy,
these words should be approached as a
reverent prayer to the Lord in thanksgiving for his mercy and grace. Though
we don’t deserve it, we acknowledge
his endless love for us as we respond
to the words of the priest or deacon,
“Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.”
Through the Penitential Act, we are
thus able to partake of the Eucharistic
celebration with a pure heart; it should
be noted, however, that if one is knowingly in a state of mortal sin at Mass, the
sacrament of reconciliation is necessary in order to receive the Eucharist.
GLORIA
After the Kyrie Eleison, the faithful
lift their voices in the Gloria. The Gloria
is one of the oldest and most ancient
parts of the liturgy, dating back to the
100s. The opening words of the Gloria,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth, peace to people of good will…”
echo the words of the angels to the

shepherds on the night Jesus was born.
In a very real way, by singing the
Gloria, we are uniting our voices with
that of the angels of heaven in a triumphant chorus of praise to the Lord. It is
a chorus that transcends the ages and
bespeaks the spiritual and metaphysical
realities that clash with the earthly in
the Holy Mass. It is a song that has been,
is and will be sung for all eternity.
COLLECT
Finally, before entering the Liturgy
of the Word, the priest leads the congregation in a prayer called the Collect.
This prayer is intended to “collect”
the prayers of the faithful and unite
them with the sacred mysteries that
occur during the Mass. As the General
Instruction of the Roman Missal states:
“The Priest pronounces the prayer usually called the ‘Collect’ and through
which the character of the celebration
finds expression.”
With our souls now cleansed, our
minds now quiet and our hearts now
purified and open to the Lord, we are
ready to engage in the Holy Mass and
receive Jesus in the Eucharist.
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Around the Archdiocese

COVID couldn't keep new Catholics from initiation sacraments
BY AARON LAMBERT

W

hen a person is received into
the Catholic Church, it conjures images of the prodigal
son running to his father’s arms after
being away for so long.

Usually, new Catholics are received
into the Church on the most important
day in the liturgical year, and consequently one of the most beautiful liturgies: The Easter Vigil. However, due

‘I always knew in my heart that I needed
to find my way back to the Church.’
Growing up in Oklahoma, Jen
Lempges was always exposed to
the Catholic faith through her dad
and her grandmother. However, her
mom was Baptist, and together her
parents decided that she would be
raised in the Methodist church.
Lempges was baptized and grew up
going to church every Sunday. She
went to Christian summer camps
and attended youth group. However,
once she hit college, she became
disconnected from the church.
After graduating from college,
Lempges moved to Colorado, where
she’s resided for the last six years.
Upon moving here, she remained
distant from the church. That all
changed, though, when her grandma
passed away a few years ago.
“At that time, I just started dating a
guy named Jake who is now actually
my fiancé, and he’s Catholic. After
going to my grandmother’s funeral
and having that experience I just really
kind of had this moment of, ‘you know
what? I really am feeling drawn to go
back to church. I’m really feeling like
I’m missing something in my life.
“I think I always knew in my heart
that I needed to somehow find
my way back to the church.”
After her grandmother’s funeral and as
her relationship with Jake became more
serious, they had the “religion talk.”

“There was never any pressure,” Lempges said. “It was never, ‘well, you have
to be Catholic and we have to have a
Catholic wedding.’ It all fell into place.”
They started exploring options for
churches together and stumbled
upon Blessed Sacrament Parish
in Denver. Over time, it became
clearer to Lempges that this was
where she was supposed to be.
“I really think it was just [Jake’s] experiences and the combination of having so
much Catholic influence my entire life
and having this experience at my grandmother’s death,” she said. “It all kind of
blended together. It was not this ‘aha!’
epiphany moment. It was just slowly a
desire to be pulled back to church. “
Lempges was received into the Church
on June 13, which was Blessed Sacrament’s celebration of the Feast of
Corpus Christi – the parish’s feast day.

to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s
Easter Vigil Mass, when new faithful are
baptized, confirmed and receive First
Communion, was postponed until Pentecost, or in some cases, even later.

Even so, for the Archdiocese of Denver’s newest members of the Catholic
Church, the day they were received into
the Church made no difference. After
all, they’re part of the family now.

‘The Eucharist was the final drive. That’s what I wanted.’
Up until about two years ago,
Cody Whiteside had no faith background whatsoever. However, as
he describes it, “I just started to
feel a call,” and he followed it.
Initially, that call led him to begin
attending a nondenominational
church. However, as a history
major, he wanted to dig deeper.
“I’m really interested in the history of
everything, so I was really looking into
things and started to build up that
faith,” Whiteside told the Denver Catholic. “And I just found that after doing
some further research, the research
led me to the Catholic Church.”
As he began exploring the Catholic faith and talking with his friends
about what he’d been learning, he
discovered that many of his friends
were Catholic, which he previously didn’t know about them.
“I started to have conversations with
them,” he said. “It started to come
out that they were Catholic and we
had these really deep conversations
which helped me with that passion. I
really just wanted to be a part of it.”
The thing he wanted most, however, was the Eucharist.
“The Eucharist was the final drive,”
he said. “That’s what I wanted.”
At long last, when Whiteside was
finally received into the Church at
the Pentecost Vigil and was able to
receive the Eucharist for the first

time, it was all worth the wait.
“I just had this overwhelming emotion come over me during the whole
process,” he said. “Getting baptized
and receiving the Eucharist, it just
felt like everything paused for that
moment. I don’t even know how long
I was kneeling there and receiving it.”
Now, Whiteside feels like he is part of
a “big family” that he feels supported
by. Along the way, he experienced
the power of praying the rosary and
asking for Mary’s intercession, and he
expects to have similar experiences in
his new, lifelong journey as a Catholic.
“I’m just glad that I did it,” Whiteside concluded. “I’m glad that
I was called to this journey. It’s
going to be a lifelong formation
and I’m looking forward to that.”

A Name You Can Trust & Afford For Over 40 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

•INSURANCE CLAIMS
•EXPERT REPAIR WORK
•SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS
•LICENSED AND INSURED
•SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

2221 GRAY STREET, EDGEWATER, CO 80214

www.millsroofingcompany.com

303-232-0324
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Not to be served, but to serve

Honoring our priests for their years of service to the faithful
25 YEARS

50 YEARS
5 YEARS

• Father Greg
Lesher
• Father Joseph
McLagan
• Father Franklin
SequeiraTreminio
• Father Erik
Vigil-Reyes
10 YEARS

• Father Mauricio
Bermudez

FATHER
DAVID ALLEN
ORDAINED 6/24/1995

Father David Allen heard his call to
become a priest at a young age during
a youth retreat. In 1983, he decided to
give it a try and entered the seminary.
In June 1995, after years of preparation and discernment he was finally
ordained as a priest. Since then, his
journey has been as long as the pilgrimages he has led.
In 2000, while he was assigned to St.
James Parish, Father Allen had the idea
of leading a pilgrimage to the Stations of
the Cross that overlook the town of San
Louis, Colo. Years later, he led a group of
parishioners to Northern Spain, where
they cycled and walked “El Camino de
Santiago,” a historic pilgrimage route
that originates in France and ends at the
Cathedral of St. James in Santiago de
Compostela in Spain. Father Allen has
also led many other pilgrimage groups
to different places and countries around
the world, including Greece and the
Holy Land.
“My greatest memories as a priest
[until this day] are being on pilgrimage
with parishioners in the Holy Land, the
Camino de Santiago, and in Greece, and
also to celebrate the sacraments,” said
Father Allen to the Denver Catholic.
Though everything in life comes
with its ups and downs, Father Allen’s
blessings have always been greater than
anything else, especially when he has
the opportunity to celebrate the sacraments with his community and sharing
in their lives.
For Father Allen, his secret to 25
years of priesthood is very simple: “One
day at a time!”

FATHER
PATRICK DOLAN
ORDAINED 6/24/1995

Father Patrick Dolan was born and
raised in Colorado. He was ordained in
1995 and is currently assigned to Most
Precious Blood Catholic Church in
Denver, where he has served as a pastor
since 2004. He holds a B.A. in Psychology from Conception Seminary College
and a Bachelor in Sacred Theology from
the Pontifical Gregorian University, in
Rome, where he also studied liturgy at
the Pontifical Liturgical Institute, at
St. Anselmo.
Father Dolan is also a musician who
spent many years touring across the
country with numerous musical productions as both singer and dancer. For
years, he worked as a professional pianist for the Church and theatres and has
various compositions, including a set
of psalmody titled “Psalms for a Global
Village”.
During his 25 years of priesthood,
Father Dolan has earned the affection of
his community across the archdiocese
for his talent but mainly for his love of
the Lord and compassion for others.

MSGR.
ROBERT KINKEL

• Father
Matthew Book,
V.F.

ORDAINED 5/30/1970

• Father John
Green

When Msgr. Robert Kinkel looks
back on these past 50 years as a priest,
he says the greatest blessing has been
being with the people of God.
“Every place I went, the people
were wonderful,” Msgr. Kinkel told the
Denver Catholic. “I’d say that the people
are probably the thing I remember the
most. I’ve made lots good friends.”
Growing up at St. Mary’s Parish in
Littleton, Msgr. Kinkel remembers
wanting to become a priest as early as
fourth or fifth grade. He admired his
pastor at the time, Father Fred McCallin, which instilled in him a desire to be
like him. The rest is history.
Fifty years ago, Msgr. Kinkel would
have never guessed that this milestone
anniversary would be marked by a
global pandemic. Even so, his parish
got creative and still found a way to
honor him for his many faithful years
of service.
“After the livestream Mass on that
Saturday [May 30], they said, ‘come
on outside,’” he recalled. “What they
had done is ask people to drive by and
say hello. There were all these cars that
came into the parking lot, probably a
couple hundred of them. That was nice.
That was my celebration.”
Fifty years of priesthood is no small
feat, and Msgr. Kinkel said his secret
is reliance upon the simplest yet most
powerful act of prayer.
“Prayer is the heart of it,” he said.
“That’s what sustains me, is wanting
to live out the priesthood and to be a
person of prayer. Everything else flows
from that.”

• Father Felix
ZermenoMartin
30 YEARS

• Father James
R. Fox
• Father Clifford
McMillan
• Msgr. Peter
Quang Nguyen
• Father Neal
Pfister
• Father Darrell
Schaffer
35 YEARS

• Father Phil
Denig

• Father David
Nix

• Father
Chrysostom
Frank

• Father Jose
Maria Quera

40 YEARS

• Father Michael
Rapp
15 YEARS

• Father
Jonathan
Dellinger
• Father
Humberto
Marquez

• Father Robert
Fisher
• Father Brian
Morrow
45 YEARS

• Father John
Kauffman
• Father Kenneth
Liuzzi

• Father Angel
Perez-Lopez

• Father Robert
Reycraft

• Father Curtiss
Dwyer, LT, CHC,
USN

• Msgr. J.
Anthony
McDaid

• Father Marcus
Mallick
• Father Richard
Nakvasil
• Father Mario
Ramirez, S.T.B.
20 YEARS

• Father Joseph
Cao
• Father
Gzregorz Cioch
• Father Peter
Dinh
• Father Michael
O’Brien
• Father James
S. Spahn, V.F.
• Father Jeffrey
Wilborn

55 YEARS

• Father
Gregorio Mirto
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Around the Archdiocese

Father Joseph
Blanco
remembered
for his
servant’s heart,
generosity
BY ROCIO MADERA

F

ather Joseph Blanco, a priest of
36 years for the Archdiocese of
Denver, died peacefully May 13.
He was 80 years old.
A Colorado native, Father Blanco
lived his life demonstrating his generosity and humanity towards others,
while serving the Lord. Father Blanco
was born Jan. 22, 1940 and was
ACROSS

1

Catholic actor Mac
Murray, of My Three
Sons fame

5 One of the 10 plagues
10 Crack
14 “For whoever wishes

raised in Glenparish in Sterwood Springs.
ling, St. AnthoBetween 1958
ny’s. There, he
and 1962, he
grew to fall in
served in the U.S.
love with the rural
Air Force where he
community and
was honorably disparishes. He served
charged. During his
them so very well and
college years, he attended
they loved him for his dedfile photo
St. Thomas University in
ication and care.”
Houston, Texas, where he earned a B.A.
During his priesthood, he served in
in Liberal Arts and then entered the St. multiple parishes mostly on the Eastern
Thomas Seminary in Denver.
Plains of Colorado including St. Anthony
On June 2, 1984, Father Blanco was Parish in Sterling, Holy Family Parish in
ordained a priest at the age of 44. The Keenesburg, and Our Lady of Lourdes
ceremony took place at the Cathedral in Wiggins, among others, earning the
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception affection and respect of not only the rural
in Denver and was celebrated by Arch- community, but also of his fellow priests.
bishop James V. Casey.
“His gentle and quiet personality
As Father Blanco’s funeral Mass, was a charm. He never sought after
Father Ken Koehler, pastor of St. Mark glory or recognition and was humble in
Parish in Westminster delivered the receiving so many accolades from the
homily.
parishes he served,” said Father Koe“I mainly got to know Father Joe hler. “He remained a pastor in the rural
when we were in the seminary,” said community from then on to the time of
Father Koehler. “He was studying for his retirement. They loved his little and
the Holy Ghost Fathers at the time subtle jokes and always gave him support
and eventually changed to the diocese when he was growing more and more ill. I
of Denver. We became good friends will have him as one of my special friends
when he was assigned to my home and people always remembered him.”

40 Like Machu Picchu
8 Pope who wrote
Rerum Novarum, ___
41 Blessed are those who
do this, in Matthew 5

42 Known for his lullaby
composition

43 Marry
46 Agape ___
to save his life will ___ 47 Gregorian ___
it.” (Lk 9:24)
48 Jesus slept in one
15 Alleviates
49 It can help you make
16 Buck and switch
your bed
ender
52 Points
17 Element of
53 Catholic university in
Reconciliation

19 Ancient tomb
20 Command to a horse
21 Draft picks
22 Rod of ___
23 Vacation sites
24 Drunk
26 Talk over again
29 Breakfast, lunch, and
dinner

Washington, DC

56 ___ plaisir
57 Power the bike
58 Fencing sword
59 Trillion (pref.)
60 Administer extreme
unction

61 It may be a contact
DOWN

30 “It is not good for man 1
to be ___.” (Gen 2:18) 2
31 First step in being a
nun
3
35 Covered in gold (var.) 4
36 Studied (with “over”) 5
37 Treat that can be
6
divided
7
38 The Good ___

Papal ___
Biblical classic movie,
“The ___”
Being (Lt.)

XIII

9 W-4 info
10 Closing hymn
11 Catholic collegiate

nickname, “The Fighting ___”

12 Choreographer Bob
13 Hauled
18 Backslide
22 Jar
23 California city named
for the mother of
Augustine

Egyptian goddess of
fertility

2

3

to work to marry
Rachel

25 Put down
26 “___ to Riches”
27 Lamb’s penname
28 Small island
29 19th century Australian cardinal and
advocate for justice

31 ___ Dame
32 Type of angel that
Michael is

36 There were 3 popes

with this name in the
20th century

4

5

6

7

17

18

20

21

10

27

12

13

32

33

34

49

50

51

22
24

25

29

28
31
36

35
38

37
40

39
41
44

11

19

30

43

9

16

23
26

8

15

14

24 Years Jacob promised

“Gloria in excelsis ___” 33 Side
The land of Israel
34 Many millennia
Hall’s musical partner

1

“My walk with the Lord wouldn’t be
where it is if it wasn’t for him,” Stephanie Todd, Father Blanco’s niece, told
the Denver Catholic of her uncle. “He
planted seeds early on just about paying
it forward and things that I’ve tapped
into adulthood and passed on to my
children.”
In June 2010, he was granted retirement at the age of 70 and spent the next
few years as a humble servant of God
always reaching out to those in need.
After a long struggle with an illness,
Father Joe passed away this past May
13 in Wheat Ridge, leaving behind beautiful memories to not only his loved
ones, but also to all the communities
he served during his time on earth.
“He was a wonderful minister and he
certainly was one who desired to bring
Jesus Christ to others… The Church is
thankful and blessed for his ministry.”
said Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila at
Father Blanco’s funeral Mass.
For Stephanie Todd, her uncle left
her a special mission: “To pass on the
goodness of the Lord,” she said. “And
it’s not always by word, but it’s more
by action than word. And he showed
me that.”

42
46

45

47

48

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

39 Debacle

46 Good

40 Enraged

48 Foreshadow

42 Snoopy, for example

49 One of the three theo-

43 Brio
44 Push
45 AMC vehicle

logical virtues

50 Catholic actor Wilson
who did the voice for
Marmaduke

51 Hydrocarbon suffixes
53 School transcript
letters

54 Poetic nightfall
55 No. starting with an
area code
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In-Depth

Why We
Stargaze
i

BY BROTHER GUY
CONSOLMAGNO, SJ

T

here are three topics that every
astronomer is used to getting
questions about: The Big Bang,
Black Holes, and Aliens. But as the
director of the Vatican’s own astronomical observatory, the Specola Vaticana,
I usually get one more question: why
does the Vatican have an astronomical
observatory in the first place?
To explain that, it’s useful to know
that there are two parallel “Vaticans.”
One is the organization that runs the
Church; the other is the Vatican City
State, the tiny independent nation that
surrounds St. Peter’s. They’re both
under the Pope, but otherwise work
pretty independently of each other.
The Vatican Observatory is funded
by the Vatican City State. Our budget
is about half of one percent of its total
budget, which mostly comes out of
ticket sales to the Vatican Museums.
However, my position as Papal Astronomer dates from 1891, before the city
state itself was established, and I’m
appointed directly by the Pope. I’m
one of a dozen Jesuit scientists assigned
there from around the world, working

in fields like cosmology, stellar spectra,
and meteors.
So, why does the Vatican support
an observatory? The official reason is
to show that the Church supports science. I find that most astronomers, even
non-believers, have no trouble understanding how our faith supports the science we do. But sometimes the faithful
need to be reminded that science was
invented in the Church’s universities
during the middle ages; that notable
scientists up to the present have been
people of faith; that knowing creation
is a divinely ordained way of getting
close to the Creator (as St. Paul says in
Romans 1:21).
(And, incidentally, as a Catholic of
Italian heritage I am at pains to point
out that Galileo, as well as being a great
astronomer, was both a good Italian and
a good Catholic! After all, his two daughters both became nuns. He wouldn’t be
the first Italian Catholic to have loud
arguments with jealous enemies within
the Church. But the idea that his troubles came from his science is a quaint
Victorian-era conceit, devised by people
who wanted to keep Italian Catholics –
like my grandfather – out of America.)
There is a deeper aspect to that
question, however. Why does anyone do

astronomy? What makes even a casual
amateur go outside to look at the stars,
tracing out the constellations or spending hours with a small telescope? Why?
Because it’s fun!
It is worth spending a moment considering that undeniable fact. Looking
at the stars doesn’t feed your stomach
or make you powerful. But it feeds and
empowers your soul.
Astronomy puts your own life into
a wonderful perspective. The more
I learn about how stars and planets
work, the more I am simultaneously
delighted in the insights that my Godgiven talents have let me see, and humbled by the immensity of this beautiful
universe that God has given for me to
understand.
It also reminds me forcefully that I
could not do it alone. Of course, looking
at the stars on a summer night requires
no formal training. But knowing those
stars by name and knowing their hidden
stories, where I really find my deepest
joy, is only possible by listening to those
who have gone before me… hoping that
in turn I can add a few new insights for
the next generation of star gazers.
There was a time, long before I joined
the Jesuits, when I questioned the value
of all my astronomical studies. Why

Brother Guy Consolmagno,
SJ is the director of the
Vatican Observatory,
Specola Vaticana. His book,
Would you Baptize an
Extraterrestrial?, written
with Father Paul Mueller,
SJ, is available now.

was I writing scientific papers about
the moons of Jupiter when people were
starving in the world? And so I left my
postdoctoral research fellowship at
MIT to join the Peace Corps. But when
I got to Africa, the people with whom I
lived there wanted nothing more than
to hear what I could tell them about
space probes, and to have a chance to
look at Saturn and the Moon through
my small telescope. Curiosity about the
universe and our place in it is an integral part of being a human being. The
hunger to know, is the hunger for God.
And meanwhile, about those other
questions… The Big Bang theory was
devised by a Belgian priest, Fr. Georges
Lemaître, who had degrees in astrophysics from MIT and worked with
Eddington and Einstein. A recent image
of a Black Hole shadow was made by
an international team led by a German
astronomer, Heino Falcke, who studied at the Vatican Observatory summer
school and now teaches at a Catholic
university in the Netherlands; he himself is a lay preacher in the Evangelical
Church. As for aliens… a fellow Jesuit,
Fr. Paul Mueller, and I have written a
whole book that asks, “Would You Baptize an Extraterrestrial?” To find the
answer, you’ll have to read our book!
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TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JUNE 28
SUNDAY, JULY 5
6:30 a.m. English,
6:30 a.m. English,
Msgr. Schmitz
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

The Burge Hotel, listed on the Colorado
State Historical Register, was established in Holyoke in 1887 and is still
operating with a positive cash flow!
We’ve owned The Burge for 23 yrs &
have completed extensive renovations
& upgrades. The main lobby is great
for gatherings with a historic fireplace,
and the large front porch is a favorite
spot to relax. The sale includes owner’s
quarters, 12 guest rooms/suites, onsite
laundry, storage building, all contents,
website, guest list & advance reservations, plus 15 sleeper rooms still to
be renovated. See photos and info at
burgehotel.net. We’re asking $375,000,
negotiable. Call us if you have questions
or would like a tour. Showings by
appointment, please. Call Carolyn or
Phillip at 970-854-2261.
Then ...

NEEDED: HOME TO BUY PRAYERS

CEMETERY PROPERTY

ATTN: WHEAT RIDGE, MOUNTAIN
VIEW, EDGEWATER & NORTH
LAKEWOOD RESIDENTS - In the two

OLINGER CROWN HILL - Proceeds
will benefit the Society of St Vincent
de Paul Denver Metro Council & its 32
conferences. Four plots for sale!!
Two adjoining plots in Blk 68, Row
177, Lot D, Sps 3&4. Asking $6,500 ea
& trans fee $595 ea. Also, 2 adjoining
plots in Blk 5, Row 118, Lot D, Sps 1&2.
Asking $6,000 ea & trans fee $595 ea.
Email svdpden@outlook.com or call
303-960-9163.

years since leaving our home in Mountain View to care for our Mom, home
prices have soared. I want to return to
my community to live a simple life of
prayer & service to seniors. If you have
a home to sell at a reasonable price,
please contact me: Cath 303-809-5147
or cathevenso@gmail.com

DONATIONS NEEDED

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for anyone in need
in our community. Donate DME items
or borrow wheelchairs, walkers, bath
benches, hospital beds and more. Visit
DominicanHHA.org or call 720-770-8470
for more information.

IN THANKSGIVING

To Saint Jude - Thank you for prayers
answered. PP

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God,
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me and show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my
heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee (3X). Holy Mother, I place this
cause in your hands (3X). Holy Spirit,
you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that I can attain my goal. You
who gave me the divine gift to forgive
and forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are with
me. I want, in this short prayer, to
thank you for all things as you confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy toward me
and mine. Say this prayer 3 consecutive
days. Publish it. - GJ

MOUNT OLIVET - Three plots for
sale: Two side-by-side plots near
entrance, Sec 33, Blk 3, Lot 5, Grs 8 & 9,
$5,000 each or $9,000 for both - Call
303-429-9170. ALSO selling single plot in
Sect 37, Blk 2, Lot 20, Gr 4, $6,500 - Call
720-209-7147. EPL
MOUNT OLIVET - Adjoining plots in a
desirable, peaceful older area w/mature
trees: Sect 31, Blk 4, Lot 46, Grs 3 & 4.
$6,000 for one; $10,000 for both, trans
fees incl. Call Danielle at 303-921-1949
MOUNT OLIVET - Niche FOR SALE:

Single Bronze Niche Space - $2800.
Inside corridor, Ascension Mausoleum
above glass niche banks. Incl trans fee
720-308-6030 or barb@gsarm.com

MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side
plots, lovely old section, Sec. Circle C, Block
O, Lot O, Graves 29, 30. Available immediately, $10,000 for both, includes transfer
fees. Call 303-708-8087. EAP

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful flat
headstone plot available in older area
of the cemetery: Sect 33, Blk 2, Lot 6.
Asking $2,500 plus transfer fee. Call or
text Angela at 720-400-5809.
MOUNT OLIVET - Single plot available

with the support of our viewers.

in a beautiful location, St. Michael the
Archangel: Sect 32, Blk 3, Plot 3. Asking
$3,200, incl trans fee. Call Babs, 970-739-

0624 or email bmassey849@msn.com.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885

thecatholicfoundation.com
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Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call today: 303-456-6898

25

DENVER CATHOLIC | JUNE 27-JULY 24, 2020

Events & Announcements |

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

CONTRACTOR

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all
your construction needs.

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,

Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners
& water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned
& operated since 1957. Members of St.
Joseph Church for 40+ yrs. Please call
303-571-1171, No.CO 970-482-7520. For
important info & latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CONCRETE
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios & sidewalks. Small jobs
welcome. Senior discount. References.

Call today! 303-429-0380

CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!

Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells

FLOORING SERVICES,
CONT’D

LIVESTREAM AND
VIDEO RECORDING

AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - Summer Special:

PROFESSIONAL VIDEOGRAPHER

**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of July!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 19 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021.

HANDYMAN
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, REPAIRS
Tile, paint and floors
Kitchens, basements, baths
Cheaper than a plumber
Call 303-668-3973

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED
& INSURED - Free estimates. Residen-

tial or commercial, big or small, we do it
all. Quality work at a competitive price.
Call B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no
answer, lv a message; I WILL return
your call.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

FLOORING SERVICES

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances,
TVs, mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc.
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS

Install l Refinish l Sand l Repair
Laminate l Vinyl Plank l Solid Wood
Call us at 720-641-1715
Email: americanflooringin@gmail.com

PLUMBING
720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

Disposals, faucets, water pressure
valves, drain cleaning, pipes, water
heaters, sump pumps, toilets, sprinkler
repair & install. www.vertecservices.
com for coupons!!

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Classifieds

ROOFING COMPANIES

HELP WANTED

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS – Quality work at a fair

SCHOOL COUNSELOR AT
CATHOLIC CHARITIES ST. RAPHAEL COUNSELING

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

Free estimates. Roofing Contractor.
Local company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR – Repairs are all I do! Wind

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

Be part of a higher purpose working in
a challenging, rewarding environment
supporting students in need. Provide
counseling, case management, and
coordination with faculty, staff, parents,
and students. Requires MA, PhD, or
equivalent from accredited university in
psychology or counseling; strong communication skills; ability to understand
& convey the values and teachings of
the Catholic Church & work effectively
within that framework. Full time with
generous benefit package. For complete
job desc & application instructions visit
https://ccdenver.org/careers. EOE

SPRINKLERS & SOD
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.

Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, &
sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

REAL ESTATE

TILE

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.
com or call 303-463-8200.

HOME SMART - JON MANALO

TILE OR REMODELING

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

LOCAL
SUNDAY
TV MASS

LAWN & YARD WORK

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

TREE SERVICES

ON TELEVISION

INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!

QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOORS

with all gear will livestream your Mass
or other event to your audience!!
Complete portable package to your
location! Extensive experience,
competitive rates, and excellent
references. Call or click: 720.480.6164
or travis@tshvideo.com

Service Directory |

Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Please call
303-429-0380.

See box ad, below

REMODELING
MDK REMODELING

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL
Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed
and trash hauled away. General yard
clean-up services too. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Please call
303-429-0380.

PBS12

(Formerly Colorado
Public Television)

Channel 12
6:30 am in English
7:00 am in Spanish

AMERICAN TREE - See box ad, below
MILE HIGH TREE CARE, INC. - See

box ad, below

AND NOW
ONLINE

on the
Archdiocese
of Denver
channel on

Call me today!

Parishioner of
Notre Dame
Catholic Church
for 23 years

Jon Manalo
Real Estate Agent

303-913-7735

I will provide my honest
and reliable service to you!

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support
of our viewers.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way,
Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village,
CO 80111

303.468.9885

thecatholicfoundation.com
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Perspectives

Will Nancy Pelosi take a page from
her father’s playbook?

I

n 1918, Mayor James Preston
presented a 264-piece silver service to Cardinal James Gibbons
on behalf of Baltimore and its citizens
– a municipal tribute to the city’s
beloved
archbishop
GEORGE on the 50th
WEIGEL anniversary
of his episThe Catholic Difference
copal conGeorge Weigel is a
secration.
distinguished senior
Funded by
fellow of the Ethics and
public subPublic Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
scription,
the cutlery,
plates, tea pots and coffee pots, serving bowls, trays, and platters of the
“Gibbons silver” featured a unique
decorative pattern, the cardinal’s
monogram, and his coat-of-arms. For
decades, much of the jubilee silver
service was displayed in the dining
room of the residence of the archbishops of Baltimore, located just
behind Benjamin Latrobe’s magnificent Cathedral of the Assumption.
Then disaster seemed to strike.
One morning in the 1950s, the
cathedral rector came downstairs
to find that the Gibbons silver was
gone: stealthy burglars had entered
the residence during the night and
made off with it. The rector called the
police. The police called City Hall.

And Mayor Thomas J. D’Alesandro,
Jr., suspecting who might have been
responsible for this caper, put the
word out: If that silver isn’t returned
in 48 hours, somebody’s gonna be in a
world of hurt.
The next day, the telephone rang
in the rectory of Our Lady of Fatima
parish, several miles east of Baltimore’s downtown. The caller, declining to identify himself, simply said,
“Look in your trash cans.” The pastor
did. And there, in plastic bags, was the
Gibbons silver service.
Thus Mayor Tommy D’Alesandro:
paragon of efficient local government.
Another theft of something far
more consequential than silver is on
the near-term horizon – the theft,
by COVID-19, of the Catholic school
education on which tens of thousands
of poor children and their parents
rely as preparation for a life beyond
poverty. And another D’Alesandro –
Tommy’s daughter, more familiarly
known as Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of
the U.S. House of Representatives –
can and should emulate her father’s
example and do something about it.
Many Catholics schools in the
United States are in serious trouble
because of COVID-19. The trouble is
not educational; across the country
these past four months, Catholic
schools showed themselves far more

supple in responding to the pandemic
than the state schools, as Catholic
schools implemented online learning
far more quickly and efficiently. The
trouble is financial: too many parents,
unemployed or under grave financial stress because of the shutdown
of the economy, face the prospect
of not being able to afford tuition at
the Catholic schools they’ve freely
chosen for their children’s education
and formation.
If inner-city and other low- and
middle-income Catholic schools are
emptied because of unbearable financial pressures on parents, there will
be multiple victims. The first victims
of this education-theft will be those
Catholic schools’ former students.
The second victim will be state school
systems, overwhelmed by an influx of
thousands, perhaps tens of thousands,
of new students they cannot handle –
especially under the restrictions that
will likely be necessary to avoid an
autumnal spike in COVID-19 cases.
Speaker Pelosi has publicly
lamented the recently-announced
closing of her Baltimore alma mater,
the financially strapped Institute of
Notre Dame: a venerable secondary school for young women whose
first graduating class had heard
the rumble of Civil War cannon
from their classrooms. Many of

my elementary school classmates
attended IND and I share the Speaker’s sense of loss. But what are we to
say, and do, about the virtual certainty
that many, many Catholic elementary
schools across the country, especially
those serving low- and middle-income children, will be decimated by
COVID-19 economic distress?
The chief obstacle to emergency
financial aid for the low- and middle-income parents who still wish to
choose Catholic schools for their children is resistance to such aid in the
Democratic caucus of the U.S. House
of Representatives. Speaker Pelosi
rules that caucus with a firm hand.
Might she adapt a page from her
father’s playbook? Might she put the
word out that anyone acquiescing in
education-theft, by blocking financial
aid to the low- and middle-income
parents who choose Catholic schools
for their children, is going to be in
trouble as they seek campaign dollars
and plum committee assignments?
The long-term question of federal
funds for independent schools can
be debated and settled later. This is
an emergency: a crisis for Catholic
schools and state schools, for children
and parents. Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the
most powerful woman in American
political history, can help resolve that
crisis by being her father’s daughter.

Racism and the ‘scandal of the value of every human life’

“I

n the absence of faith, we
govern by tenderness. And
tenderness leads to the gas
chamber.” Flannery O’Connor
Is anyone else wondering how we
got here?
MARY
Or, more
BETH
accurately,
BONACCI
got back
here? It’s
Guest Column
like I woke
Mary Beth is a Denverup one
based real estate agent
morning
and syndicated columnist.
and someShe is the author of We’re
on a Mission from God
body had
and Real Love. She can be
turned the
reached via her website at
www.mblovesdenver.com.
clock back
to 1968.
Racial
unrest, riots in the streets. Have we
made so little progress in all this
time?

As I read the news, on the rare
occasions that I’m not trying to avoid
the news, my mind keeps going back
to this quote. We are so separated, so
horribly divided. And I don’t think
there is anybody on either side who
is not feeling some tenderness, some
compassion, for somebody. I know
no one, for instance, who doesn’t feel
compassion for George Floyd and
for his family, and outrage at what
happened to him. Regardless of his
or anybody’s criminal background,
nobody deserves the merciless “vigilante death penalty” he received.
That’s not how we do things in America. It is outrageous.
But once we move past that agreement, everyone seems to split. Based
on what I’m seeing on the news, and
on social media, and scrawled on
the sides of buildings, it appears to

me that we are balkanizing. We are
seeing each other, not as individuals
with individual autonomy, but merely
as members of a group. Groups who
feel justified in lashing out at other
groups.
Of course, this is nothing new.
The roots of racism, and all unjust
discrimination, lie exactly here: in
looking at a unique, unrepeatable
human being created in the image
and likeness of God, and only seeing
that person’s skin color, or nation of
origin, or religious heritage.
I thought we had figured it out. But
apparently we haven’t.
For many, the response to this
gross injustice has been to further
balkanize ourselves. At that has led,
in many cities, to riots where “justice
for George” has led to violence, to
destruction of homes, businesses and

property, and to the loss of additional
lives.
This is what our friend Flannery
was talking about.
She went on to say “When tenderness is detached from the source
of tenderness its logical outcome is
terror. It ends in forced-labor camps
and in the fumes of the gas chamber.”
Tenderness is good. Compassion is
good. But they are emotions, and they
go where they will. And, according
to O’Connor, when detached from
the source of tenderness [i.e. Christ],
those emotions can become dangerous indeed.
What is it about Christ that
anchors and secures our tenderness?
It is what Walker Percy called Christianity’s “scandal of the dignity of every
human person.” The world has never
been quite able to grasp that true
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We need Julia Greeley, Denver’s saint in the making

A

lmost exactly 100 years ago,
on the feast of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in 1918, a
woman, a former slave, died in Denver.
This apostle of the Sacred Heart,
spreading devotion across the city, was
the first lay Catholic to lie in state as
hundreds visited her body to honor
her works
DR. R.
of charity.
JARED
Friends
STAUDT
had to help
bury her,
The Catholic Reader
because she
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
had given
husband and father of six,
away her
the director of formation for
burial plot
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
to a poor
writer, and insatiable reader.
man. This
woman is now on her way to becoming
a canonized saint, with the first steps
of the process complete and sent to
the Vatican. I hope you know already
her, but, if you don’t, it’s a good time
to meet Servant of God Julia Greeley!
She is now buried in the Cathedral so
that we can venerate her relics.
Julia has a compelling and deeply
moving story. Born a slave in Missouri, she lost her vision in one eye
when her mother was being whipped
for caring for young Julia while she
was sick, rather than working in the
fields. After gaining her freedom she
worked as a cook and nanny before
coming to Denver about 1878. Shortly
after her arrival and through the witness of her employer, Julia Gilpin, she

became a Catholic. And not only that,
she entered the Third Order Franciscans, became a key parishioner
of Sacred Heart parish and the main
proponent of its devotion to Jesus’
heart, especially by bringing badges
and pamphlets to every firehouse
in Denver each first Friday of the
month, and a key fixture of the newly
established Catholic community (this
was the time of Bishop Machebeuf,
Mother Cabrini’s work, and the martyrdom of Fr. Leo Heinrichs). Most
importantly, she became known as an
“angel of charity,” and truly beloved
to the city of Denver by Catholics and
non-Catholics alike.
Julia certainly experienced discrimination, especially since she lived
at a time when the KKK was rising
to ascendancy in Denver politics.
Even in the Church, she occasionally
experienced derogatory comments
and some complaints about her
prominent pew in the front row of
Sacred Heart Church. Because of that,
she provides an even more powerful
image of God’s grace: a former slave,
with face disfigured with almost
no money of her own, traveled the
streets of Denver at night and served
needy white people! She didn’t leave
us any written treatises on the spiritual life, but her life itself serves as
an icon of holiness. Her actions teach
us what charity and true forgiveness
look like. She could not evaporate
racial discrimination, but she surely

transcended it. Clergy, police, firefighters, and ordinary people all gave
her money and goods to disperse
amongst Denver’s poorest.
We need Julia’s witness right now.
She has a lot to teach us about living
as a Catholic in the modern city with
love and respect for everyone in need.
Fr. Blaine Burkey, O.F.M.Cap., a local
Capuchin friar, has done much to promote Julia’s cause for canonization.
His recent pamphlet sized book, An
Hour with Julia Greeley (Liguorian
Publications, 2020), provides an
excellent brief and accessible overview
of Julia’s life and witness. Although
written before recent events, Father
Burkey is clear on how Julia can guide
us now: “Whatever was thrown at
her, Julia kept her good eye on her
lover nailed to a cross and chose to
follow his lead in not fighting back,
while sharing his love to all. Thus in
a world, where so much racial vitriol
still abounds, Julia gives all a sterling
example of respecting the dignity of all
our brothers and sisters.” Julia shows
that charity, more than anything else,
can change hearts and transform the
world through personal encounter.
Father Burkey has a longer work
on Julia’s life that gathers together
the testimony of those who knew her.
In Secret Service of the Sacred Heart:
Remembering the Life and Virtues of
Denver’s Angel of Charity, Julia Greeley, O.F.S. (Julia Greeley Guild, 2012)
provides a wealth of information

and moving anecdotes. She had an
infectious sense of humor and loved
children, giving them presents, taking
them on trips through the city, and
organizing wholesome dances for girls
(including providing dresses when
they needed them). Her saintliness
can be seen in her extreme generosity,
wearing rags and fasting while giving
all that she had to others: “Poor, old,
alone, far from her native home, Julia
Greeley did not ask charity or sympathy; she gave both in unstinted measure, and according to her giving she
received the good will of those whose
lives touched hers” (6). Pulling her
red wagon around at night, “she had
even been seen going thru the streets
at night with a mattress on her back.
Many and many a times she was seen
carrying coal and groceries” (11). Her
death on the feast of the Sacred Heart
summarized her life: “This surely was
one of the secrets of her own spirituality: to place all of her day’s activities
into the secret service of the Sacred
Heart” (21).
For more information on Julia’s
life and cause for canonization, please
visit the Julia Greeley Guild’s website,
juliagreeley.org. This is also where you
can buy Father Burkey’s book. Julia’s
presence in our Archdiocese is a huge
blessing for the Church. Those she
served would call her “Aunt Julia.” It
would be wonderful if we could continue this expression. We certainly
could use an aunt to watch out for us!

Christianity is dedicated to the good
of every human person. Yes, the one
in front of you. But not only the one in
front of you. All of them.
And when your compassion for
the person in front of you comes
at the expense of your compassion
for someone else, your compassion
becomes disconnected from the
source of compassion.
Racism — and so many other
evils — sprung from disconnected
compassion. It was in no small part
concern for the success of the southern plantation owners that drove
this nation to endorse the “peculiar
institution” of slavery — the wholesale buying and selling of human
lives — in the first place. Likewise,
it was misplaced “compassion” for a
lying woman named Carolyn Bryant
that spurred her husband and brother-in-law to literally beat the life out

of young Emmett Till. And how did
Hitler inflame German sentiments
against the Jews? By portraying them
as a threat to their innocent German
neighbors. This is the history of tyranny since the beginning of time.
Incite hatred for one group by stirring
compassion for another.
People are naturally compassionate. It’s difficult to get them to hate
any group just for the sake of hating.
But if you can convince them that one
group is a threat to someone else for
whom they feel compassion, then the
sky is the limit. Or the gas chamber.
As Christians, what is our response
— to racism, or to any other human
evil? Flannery O’Connor and Walker
Percy would tell us that, whatever
we do, we must respect the dignity
of every human person. If we don’t,
we are no better that the persecutors
who came before us.

Dr. Martin Luther King understood this. “An eye for an eye leaves
everyone blind.” He mobilized an
entire movement, battling a violent
culture of racism non-violently, without ever reducing himself to the level
of those he opposed. Many people —
of all races — have retained that spirit,
but their attempts at peaceful protest
have in many places been coopted by
others — again, of all races — with
more violent intent.
We all, as Christians, have a duty
to fight injustice wherever we see
is. But, as we do it, we need to constantly examine our consciences. Are
we, as individuals and as a nation,
respecting the dignity of every human
person? For instance, wherever there
is a culture or subculture of disrespect for any human life in our police
departments or any of our institutions, that evil needs to be rooted out.

But that is very different from a social
culture which views all police officers
— or all anybody — as evil.
My point here is simple: without
Christ, without the “scandal of the
value of every human life,” the natural human temptation is to value
some lives more than others. And
we cannot do that. The only truly
loving, compassionate way to live —
or to govern — is to see every human
person as unique, unrepeatable, and
infinitely loved by God, and to act
accordingly. One look at our past tells
us that we never really got that right.
But as we lose our Christian bearings,
we risk slipping even further into
groupthink and balkanization. And
that is always wrong, and it will never
fix our problems.
It only leads to lynching. And
bloodshed in the streets. And the gas
chamber.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

