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Archbishop’s Page
Archbishop’s Column

Parish Relief Fund to answer local pandemic challenges
churches with families and parishioners in need, provide payroll support
to parishes, help make up for shortfalls in offertory giving and help pay
for efforts to increase giving.
I am aware of the many people
who have lost their jobs or been
furloughed during the ongoing shutdown. For those in this circumstance
it is important to remember the
parable of the widow who gave two
small coins worth only a few cents.
Jesus called his disciples to him and
said, ‘Amen, I say to you, this poor
widow put in more than all the other
contributors to the treasury. For
they have all contributed from their
surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty…’ (Mk. 12:43-44).
We see here how much Jesus
values the gift of trust in God’s providence and praises the widow for
@ArchbishopDen

F

or weeks we have been focused
on the health impact of the
novel coronavirus, which has
infected more than half a million
people in the U.S. But in recent weeks
the economic toll has come into
clearer focus, and our parishes and
communities are among those places
impacted. Given these realities, I am
introducing a parish emergency relief
fund as a component of this year’s
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.
The developments related to the
new coronavirus seem to change daily,
and I am proud of the efforts that our
priests, deacons and parishioners have
made to reach out to those in need,
often in very creative ways.
We have seen drive-through confession, priests who walk or bike
through the boundaries of their
parish to make the presence of Jesus
known, parishes who are calling all
their members to see if they need
assistance, and many online initiatives to bring the Mass and the Gospel
to everyone during this pandemic. As
Archbishop, I have given pastors the
authority to celebrate Confirmation

for those who are prepared to receive
it. Indeed, we are diligently working
on plans to prudently restore public
celebration of the Mass, while still
making efforts to prevent the spread
of the coronavirus. This will have to
be done in a gradual manner.
Clearly, our parishes are not sitting
idle, despite the restrictions necessitated by the current crisis. At the
same time, our parishes are feeling
the financial impact of not being able
to take up a weekly collection to fund
their ministries, including those that
help the poor and homeless. This
shortfall in donations has resulted in
staff losing their jobs or having their
hours reduced.
In normal years, the Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal raises money for vital
ministries like our Catholic Schools,
Catholic Charities, our seminaries
and numerous evangelization efforts.
Those ministries will continue to be
funded by the Appeal this year, but
the 2020 collection will also include
a Parish Relief Fund to help parishes
hardest hit by the spread of COVID19. This special fund will assist those

it. In the same way, Christ accepts
whatever you can give, including your
prayers for those in need. If God is
blessing you with stable finances and
the means to give more than you normally do, then I urge you to prayerfully consider making a substantial
gift in this time of need for so many.
I would like to close with Jesus’
frequent exhortation to his followers:
‘Do not be afraid.’ The news is filled
with messages of fear and reminders
of our fallen nature. With the gift of
faith, we trust in God’s daily provision
for us and serve as channels of grace
and blessing for others. Let us not be
afraid to proclaim our faith in Christ
with our actions and our words.
Thank you for your generosity during
this time. I am certain the Lord will
bless you!

Mar. 29

Five saints who have most influenced your life.
Don't rank 'em, just name 5 and tag 5 people to do the same
1. St Augustine - 2. St Therese - 3. St Joseph 4. St John Paul II - 5. Mary, Mother of God
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

On April 21, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila blessed a contingent of 35
volunteer healthcare workers for Centura Health who traveled to New
Jersey to lend their assistance in four inner city hospitals that are experiencing a surge in COVID-19 patients. PHOTO COURTESY OF CENTURA HEALTH
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What to expect when public Mass resumes
Closing the doors was simple – opening them back up will take thought and understanding

A

s painful as the decision was
to suspend all public Masses
in the Archdiocese of Denver,
the process was straight-forward and
necessary for the common good.
When health restrictions are eased
and we are able to start gathering
together again, it is important for everyone to understand that things won’t
immediately go back to normal.
Health experts and elected officials
are currently determining new guidelines and restrictions for the next weeks
and months, and at the same time the
Archdiocese of Denver is planning for
how public Masses will be celebrated
with respect to any new regulations.
We know the desire to return to Mass
and receive the Eucharist is incredibly strong, but we ask that everyone
approach this next phase with a patient,
loving and charitable mindset.
The specific details of when public
Mass will resume and how it will look are
still being determined, but here are five
things for everyone to be prepared for.

ATTENDANCE WILL BE LIMITED
We know restrictions will remain
on holding large gatherings, so we are
working with parishes to determine a
fair way to cap attendance for Masses.
It is important for people to register
to receive communications from their
parish so they will know how their
parish is going to handle how many
people can attend any given Mass and
who those people may be, e.g., sign-up
systems, assigned days, etc. No one
should expect to be able to attend Mass
with regularity.
SOCIAL DISTANCING
WILL BE PRACTICED
Expect that your parish will have
pews/rows that are taped off, and that
families will be asked to keep six feet of
separation from other families. Be prepared to wear a mask to Mass to guard
against germ spread. If you are showing
any symptoms of sickness, please stay
home.

LITURGICAL CHANGES
WILL BE IN PLACE
Similar to protocols established in
early March, extra precautions will be
taken, like suspending the distribution
of the Precious Blood and receiving
Holy Communion only on the hand.

A GENERAL DISPENSATION
FROM THE SUNDAY
OBLIGATION WILL REMAIN
For at-risk groups, those who have
symptoms, and anyone who feels safer
staying at home, no one will be required
to attend. Because your family might
only be able to attend Mass on an
irregular basis, and not necessarily on
Sunday, plan to continue to keep the
Sabbath holy by participating in livestream and pre-recorded Masses.

THERE STILL WILL BE A RISK
FOR ANYONE WHO ATTENDS
A PUBLIC MASS
Even with best health practices and
strict social distancing, anyone who
enters a public space should recognize
there is a risk of contracting the coronavirus. Improved cleaning will occur at
our churches, but no one should expect
that they will be any safer from germs
than other public spaces.
Finally, let’s strive for progress and
not perfection. There will no doubt
be challenges and frustrations. Your
family may not be able to attend Mass
when it first resumes. A parish may have
a sign-up blunder and things won’t go
according to plan. But we believe following these guidelines is a reasonable sacrifice. As the numbers flatten
and decrease, the situation seems to
be improving. For the interest of the
common good, and ultimately to best
serve our community, we don’t want
to contribute to a rebound effect that
would actually push normalized Mass
attendance even further into the future.
Information in this article is accurate
as of April 21, 2020.
Check archden.org for latest updates.

THANK YOU
TO OUR
DONORS
Thanks to your generosity we raised over $470,000. Your
gifts allowed us to begin delivering computers to more than
500 students and 50 teachers across our schools, getting them
connected with each other.

Thank you for your support of our students, teachers and families.

archden.org/schoolsupport

“This is a game changer for our
students and their ability to
connect with their teachers
and classmates; these computers
will allow the learning and
teaching to continue during
this pandemic.”
-St. Stephen Catholic School Principal
Glenda Oliver

4

APRIL 25-MAY 23, 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

BE THE FIRST
TO KNOW
WHEN OUR
CHURCHES
REOPEN

GET OUR DIGITAL NEWSLETTER AT
DENVERCATHOLIC.ORG/SUBSCRIBE
Subscribers to our digital newsletter are the first to know
about what to expect when our churches reopen, inspiring and
uplifting stories from our diocese, and award-winning local and
national Catholic news. Plus, they get our continued coverage of the
coronavirus and Catholic efforts to help those in this time of need.
The Denver Catholic newspaper will return to mailboxes on May 23, 2020.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR AWARD WINNING NEWSLETTER!

Subscribe

Check us out on social!

@DenverCatholic
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Didn’t receive our
Easter magazine?
Send us your name and address and
we will send you a copy for FREE.

Congratulations on your
Easter edition of Denver
Catholic. Your staff has
done a terrific job of
gathering inspiring and
practical information on the
celebration of Holy Week and
Easter for the whole family.
It is a copy I intend to save.

Just did a first run through
reading the Denver
Catholic magazine. What
a stunning, informational
and inspirational edition.
You are all amazing!

Thank you for all you
are doing. You are such
a lifeline to so many
Catholics right now, keeping
everyone safe, healthy,
and connected to Jesus.

During this time when we
feel so separated from each
other and separated from
the church, your digital and
hardcopy communications
have really made a big
difference. I feel that
through your work we have
all stayed connected.

MARGARET, PARISHIONER

NICKI, PARISHIONER

DENVER SISTERS OF LIFE

BARBARA, PARISHIONER

G E T YO U R CO PY H E R E :

denvercatholic.org/together
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Empty churches,
full hearts

H

oly Week in the Archdiocese of Denver looked a lot different this year
than it has in a long time – perhaps ever. While Colorado was under a
stay-at-home order due to the coronavirus pandemic, parishes around
the archdiocese broadcasted their Good Friday and Easter Sunday liturgies over
the internet for the faithful to participate in from home. It was unusual to see
priests celebrate the most joyous Mass of the year in churches that would otherwise be filled, but as St. John Paul II said: "Do not abandon yourselves to despair.
We are an Easter people, and alleluia is our song!" Regardless if we're singing it
in an empty church or within our own living room, it remains our song, because
we are still an Easter people. Alleluia!
Visit denvercatholic.org to see a full gallery of photos from Holy Week 2020

Above: Father Gregg
Pedersen, pastor of
Our Lady of the Valley
in Windsor, celebrated Easter Mass to
pews lined with photographs of parishioners. PHOTO BY JOE MENDOZA
Left: Father Jim Spahn
celebrated the Good
Friday liturgy to an
empty St. Dominic's
Parish, but as many
parishes are doing, it
was livestreamed.
Bottom Left: Father
Felix Medina of Queen
of Peace Parish
processes out after
celebrating the Easter
Mass.
Bottom: Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila
processes out after
celebrating Easter
Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

LA A TOWER ONE ENT OUSE
6400 S FIDDLER S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE
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Despite no Masses,
you won’t believe what
parishes are doing
Livestreamed Masses,
drive-through confessions
and more are sustaining the
faithful during quarantine
BY AARON LAMBERT
aaron.lambert@archden.org

N

othing like creativity and some
humor to make a tough situation a little easier to endure.
“It took generations, but they have
succeeded where the rest of us have
failed. Children, of all ages throughout
the world, have successfully given up
school for Lent,” St. John the Baptist
Parish in Longmont posted on its Facebook page April 1. Quite a few “Haha”
reactions ensued.
The post, of course, refers to the
fact that because of the coronavirus
pandemic, students are not attending classes in-person and are instead
learning from home. This homebound
engagement is true for pretty much
every other public institution, including Catholic churches. Parishes across
the Archdiocese of Denver are having

to adapt to a temporary reality where
Masses are empty.
Thankfully, that aforementioned
creativity, strong communities and a
little help from the internet are making
it possible for parishes to still serve the
faithful in plenty of ways. For many parishes, this means something as simple
as livestreaming Masses for the faithful
to participate in from home.
While it’s impossible to replace being
physically present in the Mass, many
seem appreciative and grateful for the
opportunity to still engage with the
sacred liturgy from afar.
“So grateful to have a Parish Staff
that has responded to the current situation and found ways to continue
offering sacraments and ministry,”
wrote Jodee Hinton on Our Lady of
the Valley’s Facebook page. “It was
very special and much needed for my
family to watch Mass today. My kids
loved being able to see what actually

From livestreamed
Masses to drivethrough confessions,
parishes have found
creative ways to serve
the faithful during
the coronavirus
pandemic.

happens on the altar.”
“Thank you Father, miss you and
sharing Christ with you in person, but
we will be with you soon with the help
of Jesus Christ. Stay strong and safe,”
wrote Judith Ann Aerne on Holy Cross
in Thornton’s Facebook page.
Other parishes are also finding ways
to continue providing other sacraments
to the faithful. Queen of Peace Parish
in Aurora, for example, has launched
drive-through confessions on Saturdays to ensure people still have the
chance to receive to the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and they’re not the only
parish to do so. It’s just one of the ways
that they’re able to stay connected to
their parishioners while their doors
are closed.
“Since they can no longer gather
here, we’ve tried to go to them,” said
Queen of Peace pastor Father Felix
Medina. “We’ve stayed busy. We livestream at least three liturgies a day:
Morning Prayer and Adoration in the
morning, English Mass at noon and
Spanish Mass in the evening.
“I think it’s important for people to
know that the Church is still open and
it’s more present than ever before, that
we will not be silenced, that we won’t
stop reaching out to people now,”
Father Medina said.
And by reaching out, Father Medina
doesn’t mean that figuratively. Queen
of Peace and other parishes such as
Assumption in Welby and St. John the
Baptist in Longmont have been calling
their parishioners one-by-one to check
in on them and see if they can help with
anything.
“We’re essentially asking three basic

questions: one, how are you doing; two,
do you need anything; and three, can we
pray with you?” Father Daniel Ciucci of
St. John the Baptist said in an interview
with Fox 31.
“As priests, we’ve maintained a life
of prayer, but we’ve also been calling
our parishioners,” Father Medina said.
“We each try to call 50 or 100 a day.
They’re very happy to hear us checking
in on how they’re doing and how their
family’s doing and whether they need
anything – especially because we know
some of them are lonely and are having
a hard time.”
Of course, there’s a whole lot more
that parishes do besides offer Mass,
and they’re finding ways to keep those
things going too. Nativity of Our Lord
in Broomfield is offering assistance to
parishioners who need it, whether it be
delivering groceries or seeing a priest;
Risen Christ in Denver is continuing
its partnership with Food Bank of the
Rockies and doing drive-up food distribution; youth ministers across the
archdiocese are doing virtual youth
group nights via Zoom. And that’s just
scratching the surface.
The parishes of the Archdiocese of
Denver will continue to find innovative
and creative ways to serve the faithful
through all of this. However, they need
the vital support of their communities
to do so. Many parishes have online
giving portals set up through their own
website, but you can also visit passthebasket.org to give to any parish in the
Archdiocese of Denver.
Vladimir Mauricio-Perez contributed
to this report.
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‘Better than planned’: Newly-married couple
Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw on their COVID-19 wedding

BY ANYA SEMENOFF

W

hen preparing for their wedding, a bride and groom are
faced with a long list of items
for which they must plan. Church?
Check. Reception venue? Check. Guest
list? Check. Pandemic sweeping across
the globe leading to mass cancellations
and self-isolation orders? Well...
With the outbreak of COVID-19,
couples around the country have found
themselves in a holding pattern as
their wedding plans have quickly been
upended. Just as circumstances of the
pandemic have changed daily since the
first reported case of the virus showed
up in Colorado at the beginning of
March, so, too, have expectations surrounding upcoming weddings.
“It’s been day-by-day,” Ashley Stratman told the Denver Catholic in a March
30 video call. “Two weeks ago everything was in order. Then one day, one
thing fell through, then the next day,
another thing fell through. Even the
last 24 hours have changed a lot. Every
single piece is now different.”
Stratman had been eagerly anticipating her wedding to Ryan Bradshaw, originally scheduled for April
17. Friends and family were booked to
fly in and all the details were arranged.
And then almost one month to the
day before their wedding, regulations
started to be announced regarding what

PHOTOS BY ANYA SEMENOFF

businesses could stay open and how
many people could gather at one time.
“I was feeling a little bit helpless
about the situation,” Bradshaw, 36, said.
“Now I feel more detached from it. For
me, it almost doesn’t matter when (the
wedding) happens. The most important thing is that Ashley is there when
it does.”
“I plan on being there,” Stratman, 31,
joked with him. “Oh good, me too,” he
responded, laughing with her.
As March turned into April, Bradshaw and Stratman’s wedding still had
no firm date, though they had begun to
look ahead to options in the summer.
Stratman’s immediate family lives
locally, but Bradshaw’s parents would
need to travel for the celebration,
and he wasn’t sure if they should hop
on a plane with so much uncertainty
abounding.

“Even if we don’t get married until
June or July or whenever, we are weathering this together,” said Bradshaw
during the March 30 interview. “Ultimately that’s the most important thing.”
It seemed the lack of concrete plans
would be the status quo well into the
summer, until about a week before their
original April 17 wedding date when, as
the two tell it with a laugh, “We both had
mild breakdowns.”
Though they had discussed every possible idea from getting married immediately without anyone but a priest and a
witness present, to waiting indefinitely
for when all their guests could attend, in
the end they came to terms with letting
go of almost every previous plan, with
the exception of ensuring their immediate family would be there.
“We finally called Ryan’s parents and
said, ‘We want you to be here — how

soon can we get you out here?’” said
Stratman.
With airports and flights now largely
empty, they decided air travel was the
best option for them.
“Once they showed up [at the Denver
airport] and got in the car and we started
driving back home, it felt real,” Bradshaw
said. “This is going to happen.”
And happen it did. On April 17, the
Friday that had been circled on the calendar months prior to the coronavirus
outbreak, Ryan Bradshaw and Ashley
Stratman exchanged their vows.
“For us, this really could not have
been a better day. The wedding we
planned was not going to be better than
the wedding that happened,” Bradshaw
said, in a follow-up interview a few days
after their wedding.
“It was better than expected, better
than planned,” Stratman — now-Mrs.
Ashley Bradshaw — agreed. “When we
were saying our vows, I was so ready and
at complete peace knowing that Ryan
is the right person, this is the right day.
And knowing God was going to give us
the graces we needed to make this last
a lifetime.”
While only a few people could be
present in the pews to share in the joy of
the wedding ceremony, unbeknownst to
the couple, a caravan of friends awaited
them just outside. Safely distanced and
remaining in their individual cars, the
group waited for Bradshaw and Stratman to walk by so they could honk and
holler their congratulations. It was the
exact right send-off for a wedding day
that came together despite the difficult
and unprecedented situation.
For now, the newlyweds are quite
content to wait until all restrictions
are lifted to have their reception, and
are eager to support other friends who
are now in similar predicaments. Stratman has three friends in her bible study
group alone who are supposed to get
married in the next six months. Her
advice to them: Circumstances may
shift on a daily basis, so constantly be
touching base with your fiancé to be
sure you’re on the same page, and know
what is most important to you both.
“For us, it was super freeing to be
able to focus on what’s really happening,” she said. “It really focused us, and
I would not change our wedding day for
anything.”
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In-Depth

Catholic moral wisdom
in the time of COVID-19

In this
together.

BY JOSHUA M. EVANS, PH.D.

This is our community. And we will
be here for the families of Denver
in their time of need.

I

HoranCares.com/Catholic

HE COMES TO
SERVE AWARD

SERVING LARIMER COUNTY AND BEYOND

MERCY
31 YEARS OF

With the global impact of COVID-19,
our event is going online!
Your support remains vital to
providing services to all in need.

The He Comes to Serve
Award recognizes those in
our community who partner
with Catholic Charities
in leading the way to
serve those most vulnerable
and in great need.

HONOREE

CARRON SILVA

NOW THROUGH
SATURDAY, MAY 9
This is an event happening all online!
No need to book a babysitter or get new boots!
Be a part of the community supporting The Mission!
We need your help to continue providing safety
and security to the victimized and forsaken, health
and wholeness to the broken and sick, love and
companionship to the lost and abandoned and a
place where strength and dignity are reborn!

HONOREE

DIANE CANNON

HONOREE

JOAN GOLUBSKI

For donations and additional information
please contact Shelly Saeman at
720-799-9289
or ssaeman@ccdenver.org

Register online at

ccdenver.org/TheMission

HONOREES

JIM & PAT GRIEVES

Assistant Professor of Health Care
Ethics at Regis University in Denver

n the recent weeks we have seen a
beautiful flowering of support for
the caregivers in our health care
institutions. They are suffering, walking
with Jesus on the way to Calvary every
day at the bedside. They stand in a long
line of saintly examples like Fr. Pedro
Arrupe, SJ. He was in Hiroshima when
the atomic bomb was dropped in 1945.
He miraculously survived. As a priest
with medical training, he spent countless hours attending to the sick and comforting and blessing the dying. Through
courage and the grace of God he was able
to be a witness to Christ’s love even in
the midst of immense tragedy.
Saintly examples are crucial at this
moment. So, too, is the moral teaching of the Church. A number of ethical
issues have arisen in the recent weeks.
I am a Catholic theologian and ethicist,
and below I offer some thoughts on how
Catholic thinking can help us maintain
our moral bearings in this crisis.
The most prominent ethical question has been this: how should we
allocate scarce resources such as ventilators and Intensive Care Unit (ICU)
beds? Too many states and countries
were tragically unprepared for the
onslaught of patients in such a short
amount of time, and we exacerbated the
issue when too many people refused to
take the crisis seriously.
When it comes to scarce resources,
we should turn to the concept of distributive justice. As St. Thomas Aquinas
teaches, this form of justice “distributes
common goods proportionately.” In the
case of limited health care resources,
“proportionately” means according to
how the “goods” – ventilators, organs
for transplant, etc. – relate to the persons who need them. Those who stand
to benefit the most from the good in
question take the highest priority. This
is not a question of one life being more
valuable than another. Rather, it is
about responsibly using our resources.
Determining need and benefit is complex, and the teams who would make
these decisions bear quite an unenviable burden. Yet there is no way around
the problem. Imprudent use of scarce
resources would itself be a moral failure.

Some outside of Colorado have advocated policies that seem to categorically
exclude patients from treatment based
fundamentally on age or the perceived
value of a patient’s life. This is both simplistic and morally bankrupt. Age in the
health care setting is primarily relevant
when it stands in as an imperfect shorthand for health. Furthermore, every
patient’s life has immense value. The
federal government recently reminded
the states that there shall be no unjust
discrimination even in a crisis situation. Catholics should applaud this,
because unjust discrimination in any
situation displeases God and conflicts
with the natural moral law that points
us to happiness.
Colorado’s guidance document, on the
other hand, seems to avoid this pernicious discrimination. Called the “Crisis
Standards of Care,” it will only be implemented in what it terms “an extreme
situation.” Learning from some of the
errors of other states and countries, it
explicitly prohibits unjust discrimination. The guidance does not categorically
exclude anyone from treatment based on
age or disability. It does, however, use age
as one of a number of factors in a complex
scoring system used to predict the likely
benefit of aggressive treatment, such as a
ventilator, for patients who have complicating health factors (“comorbidities”).
It also uses age – under the heading of
“Life Years Saved” – as a potential factor
in “tie-breaker” situations.
People will disagree about whether
the uses of age in the Colorado guidance
are morally appropriate. Most importantly, we should remember that moral
principles are not suspended in a crisis
situation. Difficult ethical moments
are when we need moral wisdom the
most. God-willing – and with fervent
prayers – we will not see anything near
this “extreme situation” in Colorado.
There is a related moral issue in this
crisis that would benefit from Catholic wisdom. The media has cruelly and
needlessly framed triage decision-making as “choosing who lives and who
dies.” These decisions are traumatic
enough for our caregivers, and we
should not compound the suffering by
falsely suggesting that anyone is making
choices in favor of death.
Two important concepts from the
Catholic tradition can help us avoid this
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As hospitals experience an onslaught of patients due to the current
pandemic, a prominent ethical question has arisen: how should hospitals
allocate scarce resources?

misleading way of framing these difficult decisions. First, the Catholic tradition demands that we be accurate and
precise when specifying moral actions.
Generalizations and euphemisms are
never sufficient when using our consciences. In allocating scarce resources,
no one is “choosing who lives and who
dies.” They are, rather, choosing how to
best use the limited resources available
to them. Death is never a goal or choice
of good health care, even in a crisis.
Second, the Catholic tradition has
given us the essential concept of double
effect. This concept relies on the crucial
distinction between two kinds of effects
of our actions: on the one hand, foreseen-but-unintended effects, and, on
the other hand, effects for which we are
responsible. We often do good things
that bring with them unavoidable negative side-effects. This is morally acceptable and even praiseworthy as long as
the act itself is not always wrong, we do
not desire the negative effect, the negative effect is not essential to achieving
the good effect, and the good effect outweighs the negative effect. The concept
of double effect can help us be sure that,
when done appropriately, the allocation of scarce resources such as ventilators can be done in a morally upright
way, even when we foresee that some
patients will not survive.
Finally, this crisis should prompt us
to ask bigger questions about the moral
N
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foundations of our society. Our world
has been dramatically confronted with
questions of human dignity, which sadly
become most poignant only in the face
of tragedy. We are also confronted with
questions of justice and the common
good. While we believe that human
beings are fundamentally good, we
know all too well that we are fallen and
that rationality goes astray much too
easily. Sadly, our moral debates tend
to highlight just how fallen we are from
God’s hopes for humanity.
We would do well to revisit Saint
Pope John Paul II’s encyclical Evangelium Vitae. In that encyclical – and in its
earlier companion, Veritatis Splendor
– the great pope reminds us of the richness, beauty, and necessity of Catholic
morality. The Catholic tradition has a
robust and comprehensive moral vision
that helps us ground our moral claims
in reason enlightened by faith. Anyone
who says we should keep our Catholic
principles out of health care – or out of
society altogether – is naive about the
inherent limitations of a secularized
and godless morality. For too long we
have attempted to build a society with
a fragile moral edifice. This crisis might
allow us to see more clearly that religious buttresses have long been holding up that otherwise perilous secular
structure. Now is the time to deepen
our moral foundations.

Additions · Remodels · Main Floor Masters
• DECKS
• SUN ROOMS
• PATIO
parishioner
COVERS
Matthew Alderman
• GARAGES
c. 720.217.1263
• BASEMENTS
w. 303.495.2777
aldermanbuilders.com • BATHROOMS

Call 303.424.5037 for an appointment
or apply online at Fideliscu.org
Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit
score must be 680 and above to receive the 3.75% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt
to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used
for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not
valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles
April 1-30, 2020.

Men's Breakfast

A Fundraising Event for Marisol Health
For men who rise up to the challenge of being the
Sons, Husbands, Fathers and Brothers they were meant to be!
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: DR. TIM GRAY
Dr. Gray is the President of the Augustine Institute.

Thursday, June 25, 2020

The Denver Athletic Club
7:00 am Mass celebrated by Bishop Jorge Rodríguez, Ph.D.
Worship led by Matt Miller
7:45 am Breakfast & Program
$100 per person | $800 per table of 8 | $1,000 Sonrise Sponsor

ccdenver.org/Sonrise

For information, tickets or sponsorship information, please contact
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720.799.9289
With the global impact of COVID-19, we will monitor
and determine if we need to convert this event to online.
Your support remains vital to providing services to those in need.
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First $1 million raised from this year’s
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal will go to parishes
Your support will help alleviate financial hardships parishes face due to COVID-19
BY AARON LAMBERT

I

t’s a question you probably ask
yourself every year: How far does
the money you give to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal really go?
The answer is simple: Really far, and,
this year especially, it truly will make all
the difference in the world.
The annual Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal (ACA) officially launches the
weekend of April 25. The ACA benefits
nearly 40 ministries within the Archdiocese of Denver, each of which play a crucial part in the operation of the Catholic
Church in northern Colorado as a whole.
Last year’s appeal raised more than
$10 million in donations, which were
invested directly into those ministries.
“The annual Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal takes on new meaning this year as
our ministries are experiencing unprecedented demand due to COVID-19 while
our funding has declined sharply during
the shutdown,” Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila wrote in a letter to the archdiocese. “We need your support. The Appeal
funds nearly 40 ministries, making it one
of the most effective ways you can have
an immediate impact on our faith community. Your gift educates our children,
forms future priests, helps those in need,
and sustains our parish communities in
this crisis.”
This year, to help alleviate financial
hardships parishes are facing due to the
pandemic, the first $1 million raised for
the ACA will go towards an Emergency
Parish Relief Fund. This money will
help parishes continue to operate and
carry out their ministries, which remain
as vital as ever. Parishes are proving
their creativity and fervor for sharing
the Gospel even amid these difficult
times, and they’re staying very busy.
Monsignor Bernie Schmitz, a retired
priest who served as the Vicar for
Clergy for the Archdiocese of Denver
for several years, was acting as a liaison
between parishes and the ACA campaign
before the pandemic. Through this, he’s
observed firsthand the ways parishes
continue to serve their communities,
and as a former pastor himself, he understands the harsh reality that parishes are
facing right now and why they need all
the support they can get.
“[The priests’] natural inclination is

to go and help people,” Msgr. Schmitz
said. “They’re trying to find ways to help
the best they can. The priests are being
priests.
“It’s a way to say, ‘I’m with you.’”
As Father Randy Dollins, Vicar General for the archdiocese, puts it, the ACA
does fund some of the less glamorous
parts of Church administration, but in
doing so, it supports all ministries and
allows them to focus on doing what they
were created to do: namely, ministering
to people and leading them to Christ.
Additionally, “there’s a lot of aspects
of the diocese that don’t have the means
to do their own fundraising and probably shouldn’t spend time trying to do
their own fundraising,” Father Dollins
said. “The ministry should be able to
just be the ministry.”
Each parish has an ACA fundraising
goal based on the total annual offertory
for the parish. However, funds raised
from the ACA have the potential to
benefit parishes, too. A two-tier parish
rebate program was implemented several years ago as an incentive for parishes to encourage parishioners to give
to the ACA.
“If everyone’s pulling to give to their
parish, not only are they giving to the
nearly 40 ministries, but at a certain
level, a percentage goes back to the
parish and helps them as well,” Father
Dollins explained. “It’s a win for the
whole diocese and for the whole parish.”
If a parish exceeds their goal for the
ACA, 50 percent of every dollar raised
after that goes back to the parish. For the
parishes that have a harder time meeting
their goal, they also have the opportunity

for a rebate if they beat the amount of
money raised for the ACA the previous
year. If they do that, they get 25 percent
of every dollar raised after that number.
In 2019, 42 parishes received rebates
at the 50 percent level and 33 parishes
received rebates at the 25 percent level,
for a total of more than $700,000 going
back to the parishes.
Traditionally, the ACA campaign
runs for five months, but online giving
makes it both convenient and easy to
set up monthly recurring gifts. Father
Dollins encourages people to switch to
giving year-round instead of the traditional five months.
“Why not make the ACA a recurring
monthly gift that fits into the way you
do the rest of your budget?” he said.
Catholics are asked to give a lot
throughout the course of any given
year, and it’s easy to see the ACA as just
another ask that bears no significance.
However, for the faithful in the Archdiocese of Denver, it’s important to see
the needs of the larger Church and how
far that dollar actually goes.
“It’s really easy to be focused on ‘me’
and tithing at your own parish, but [we
are all] part of a larger Church that has
expansive needs,” Father Dollins said.
“I might be in a small town that doesn’t
have a need to feed the poor, but the
Cathedral does. I can’t necessarily help
the poor where I’m at, but the Church
is a lot bigger than my one location.”
Visit archden.org/donate to
make your gift today.
Thank you for your generosity!

The Archbishop’s
Catholic
Appeal
funds
nearly 40
archdiocesan ministries,
making
it one of
the most
effective
ways to
have an
immediate
impact in
the faith
community.

WHAT EXACTLY
DOES THE
ARCHBISHOP’S
CATHOLIC APPEAL
FUND? HERE’S A
PARTIAL LIST:
• Annunciation
Heights Camp
• Archdiocesan
Archives
• Black Catholic
Ministry
• Camp Wojtyla
• Catholic Charities
• Catholic Deaf
Community
• Centro San
Juan Diego
• Child and Youth
Protection
• Hispanic
Evangelization
• Hmong Catholic
Community
• John Paul II
Outdoor Lab
• Kateri Catholic
Community
• Liturgy Office
• Metropolitan
Tribunal
• Natural Family
Planning
• Office of Catholic
Schools
• Office of
Evangelization
and Family Life
Ministries
• Office of Social
Ministry
• Office of
Vocations
• Parish Support
Services
• Permanent
Diaconate
• Redemptoris
Mater Missionary
Seminary
• Religious
Education and
Pastoral Care
of Persons with
Developmental
Disabilities
• Respect Life
Office
• Rural Life Ministry
• St. John Vianney
Theological
Seminary
• Totus Tuus
• Youth and Young
Adult Ministry
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Chancery support
empowers parishes to
focus on ministry and
evangelization
Annual appeal funds crucial behindthe-scenes services to parishes
BY AARON LAMBERT

T

hough she is made up of one
body in Christ, the operation of
the Church within the Archdiocese of Denver has a lot of moving parts.

It’s for this reason that the annual
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal (ACA)
is essential to the continued work of
the Church here in northern Colorado. The ACA funds nearly 40 ministries and offices, and a substantial
chunk of those are located at the
chancery, which strives to provide
vital support to parishes. Think of it
this way: If parishes are the frontlines of where ministry and evangelization happen, then the chancery
is where backup is deployed from.
When a parish ministry needs extra
help, they can turn to the chancery.
A lot of the services the chancery
provides are conducted behind the
scenes. This newspaper you hold in
your hands, for example, is one of
them. However, these services are
many and varied; they include, but
are not limited to: Communications,
finance, human resources, Catholic
schools, evangelization, the tribunal, construction and planning, real
estate, liturgy and more.
The reality is that there is simply
too much work to be done at the
parish level, and every parish is
unique and has differing levels of
access to resources. The chancery
and all its offices are available to fill
those needs when they arise.
“We’ve been supported in many
different ways, especially these past
couple of months, most notably by
the Office of Finance and Communications,” said Karen Surbrugg, business manager at Guardian Angels
Parish in Mead. “We’ve had access

to webinars, weekly updates, recommendations, access to technical
support, just to name a few. Aside
from the material support from
the chancery, more importantly
we feel emotionally and spiritually
supported.”
Surbrugg said that this support
has been especially appreciated
amid the COVID-19 outbreak.
“Daily we’re faced with the
reminder that we’re working in a
parish without its people physically
present,” she said. “Having the support of the staff from the chancery
helps us meet those challenges in a
hopeful way.”
For a small parish like Guardian Angels, oftentimes staff and
resources are limited and they
can’t operate at the same capacity
as larger parishes. From a communications standpoint, Surbrugg is
grateful for the support she receives
from the Communications, Marketing and Parish Services office at the
chancery.
“I think the thing that I most
appreciate is the ‘ready to go’ correspondence that we can use to communicate with our parishioners,”
Surbrugg said. “We’re a small parish
and we don’t have the resources to
produce professional, timely communication for our parishioners.
At a time when communication is
vital to keep our parish connected
and informed, having access to
flyers, narratives, and links, helps
tremendously.
“Working in a small parish and
wearing many hats, we’re typically Jacks of all trades, masters of
none. There’s no way we’d be able
to produce the quality of material that we’ve received from the

The St. John Paul II Center for the New Evangelization houses the many
offices that make up the chancery, whose primary is to provide crucial
support for parishes. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

Archdiocese. Having access to
Flocknote, our website, Facebook,
and email, we’re able to take this
material directly from our weekly
communication [we receive] and
pass it along to our parishioners.”
Kathryn Nygaard, Director of
Communications for Light of the
World Parish in Littleton, has put
in multiple requests for assistance
from the chancery over the past six
months, specifically with their website and other communications.
“I originally reached out to
request support because I wanted
a clean and beautiful design [for our
website], along with some very specific functions for a couple new webpages,” Nygaard said. “I was unsure
how to implement this myself and
wanted to discuss it with someone
with more expertise. The Communications Office was able to help
implement all of my requests in a
very timely manner.”
As parishes and the greater
Church navigates the COVID-19
pandemic and rapidly changing
societal norms which prohibit large
gatherings for the time being, it is
vital for communications efforts to
be timely and efficient. More than
just aiding with this and other matters, however, the chancery serves

as a common tethering point for all
parishes and a reminder to them
that they are not alone.
“In a time of isolation, the communication from the chancery
allows us to come together as family
united in Christ,” Surbrugg said.
“It shows me that we’re not in this
alone and that our parish, albeit
small, matters. I feel connected to
the Archdiocese and other parishes
knowing that we’re all facing the
same challenges, regardless of our
size and location.”
Having a common point of contact in the chancery also allows an
opportunity for collaborative efforts
between parishes, which are crucial
in a time such as this when parishes
are finding creative ways to show
their commitment in sharing the
Gospel.
“I love that the Archdiocese
shares ideas that come in from parishes around the Archdiocese. This
collaboration reminds me that we
are one family working together to
help each other, lift each other up,
and be there in good times and bad,”
Surbrugg said.
“The efforts and sacrifices made
by the staff at the chancery are
appreciated beyond words. We are
truly grateful.”
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In times of crisis our ministries turn to
the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal for
support. The Appeal funds nearly 40
ministries that help families who have
lost jobs, reach out to the lonely and
isolated, form holy priests, and keep
our Catholic school students learning
remotely and growing their faith. In
this year of need the Appeal has also
established a parish emergency fund
to ensure your parish’s future.

Call 303-867-0614 or donate online at

www.archden.org / givenow
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Your DONATION HAS
FAR REACHING effects
The Appeal is a lifeline to ministries
during this COVID-19 crisis.

8,390 Students

105 Seminarians

537,892 Meals

40 Ministries

attending school remotely

being served

still being formed

reaching those in need

Give today to help the most urgent
needs in our archdiocese.
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You can help form the future generation of Catholic leaders
Annual appeal helps to fund youth
evangelization and educational efforts
BY ROCIO MADERA
rocio.madera@archden.org

T

he annual Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal (ACA) is the primary
source of funding for many
offices, parishes, and ministries from
the Archdiocese of Denver. It benefits
and provides services to not only the
Archdiocese of Denver, but our community as a whole.
Thanks to the generous support
from donors to the ACA, ministries
such as the Office of Evangelization and
Family Life Ministries are able to stay
active, especially during these times of
crisis, and keep serving our community.
One of the missions of the Office of
Evangelization and Family Life Ministries is to bring young people into an
encounter with Jesus in real and powerful ways. Hence, the office provides
a wide range of events, training, and
support through youth ministries and
resources for parishes and parents, that
wouldn’t be possible without the contributions from the ACA.

“

The contributions
to the ACA play
an important role in
all the ministries of the
Archdiocese of Denver,
as it allows us to continue
our mission to evangelize
through formation, programs
and companionship."
ALEJANDRA BRAVO

“The contributions to the ACA play
an important role in all the ministries of
the Archdiocese of Denver, as it allows
us to continue our mission to evangelize
through formation, programs and companionship, and support parishes, ministries and movements from the diocese,” said Alejandra Bravo, Associate
Director of Hispanic Evangelization.
Bravo also emphasized that even
though, for now, they haven’t been
able to meet in person with groups
and movements due to the coronavirus
pandemic, they continue to work from

home to reach out to youths and young
adults during these difficult times.
“We continue to provide our services through videoconferences, calls,
messages, and virtual projects. But this
continuous support is only possible
thanks to the ACA. No matter how big
a contribution is, it makes a difference,”
she added.
Large youth conferences such as
Steubenville of the Rockies, which
serves over 2,500 high school students,
National Catholic Youth Conference
with over 20,000 young attendees every
year, the Tutus Tuus program, Mountain Madness (with over 1,000 middle
school students a year), and many more
are carried out thanks to the annual
appeal.
“We were also able to develop
and publish a first of its kind sacrament preparation curriculum for the
Restored Order of the Sacraments of
Initiation. This curriculum, which is
both free to parishes digitally and available in print for purchase is used by over
half of the parishes in the Archdiocese
and is also used in several other dioceses across the country,” said Scott
Elmer, Executive Director of Evangelization and Family Life Ministries.
Elmer also highlighted how critical
the ACA is when it comes to offering
annual scholarships to train facilitators
of Natural Family Planning.
“We are blessed to have four methods of NFP available to the faithful and
facilitators who offer classes in English,
Spanish and Vietnamese” Elmer said.
“While training is incredibly valuable,
it is also very expensive, and the ACA
helps tremendously to make the training affordable to the people who wish
to serve in this area.”
One of the largest ministries supported by the contributions of the ACA
is the Office of Catholic Schools. The
Office of Catholic Schools provides
vision, direction, and supervision
to 37 Archdiocesan Catholic school
communities in order to assist them
in the achievement of their mission to
proclaim Christ and form authentic
disciples.
“We are aiming to help all of our
schools align all practices towards
discipleship, such that academics are
not separate from spirituality, not is a

The
Steubenville of the
Rockies
conference, the
Totus Tuus
programs
and other
youth
apostolates form
part of
the
ministries
that
benefit
from the
Archbishop’s
Catholic
Appeal.
The
Office of
Catholic
Schools
helps
form
students
as disciples of
Christ, in
such a
way that
academics are
not
separate
from
spirituality.

student’s formation bound to going to
Mass, rather, that what students study
point them to the truth of God’s work
in history, the human story in responding to God and each other in literature,
the truths of the ordered universe in
math and science, and beauty in art and
music,” said Abriana Chilelli, Director
of Curriculum & Instruction for the
Office of Catholic Schools.
Due to the coronavirus spread and
the statewide orders to close schools
and stay home, the Office of Catholic
Schools had to adapt to a new reality
and put into effect an emergency distance learning plan in a short period
of time.
“We trust God invited all of us to this
moment in time to draw ever closer to
Him, to continue to assist parents in
the formation of their children, and to
become holy through offering Him our
individual and collective best efforts in

this adapted work,” Chilelli said.
The Office of Catholic Schools has
worked hard behind the scenes to
ensure each school is equipped to offer
a distance learning experience toward
the student’s formation of the mind,
body, soul and emotions.
“Our distance learning opportunities aim to form students in truth, such
that all children in our schools continue
to grow in the intellectual, moral, and
spiritual habits needed to be faithful
and virtuous disciples of Jesus Christ,”
Chilelli concluded.
Donations to the annual Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal make an impact
across the Archdiocese of Denver by
supporting these and many more offices
and ministries. Your donation makes
all the difference in the future of the
Church here in northern Colorado and
helps to form our next generation of
Catholic leaders.
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There’s a way for everyone to uphold sanctity of human life
Opportunities
to build a
culture of life
abound in
Archdiocese
of Denver
BY ROXANNE KING

M

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

arch 25 marked the 25th
anniversary of St. John Paul
II’s papal encyclical, Evangelium Vitae, “The Gospel of Life,” which
promoted the sanctity of human life
and addressed the issues of abortion,
euthanasia and capital punishment.
Recently, Lynn Grandon, director of
the Archdiocese of Denver's Respect
Life Office at Catholic Charities, spoke
to the Denver Catholic about how the
faithful can be defenders of life today.

DENVER CATHOLIC: What impact
has “The Gospel of Life” had on
the Church’s efforts to uphold the
sanctity of human life?
GRANDON: It’s been a definitive document. St. John Paul II gave ... practical examples in all areas of life on
how to uphold that dignity. It’s very
clear, specific teaching that’s helpful
to everybody in every area of life.
DC: How does your office promote
the sanctity of human life?
GRANDON: We are the educational
and resource arm of the archdiocese
for all life issues, mainly centering on
medicine and science. We’ve also had
to get a little more engaged in legislative processes happening in Colorado
with different bills that have come forward challenging the sanctity of life.
We work with the different parishes
and their Respect Life leaders to educate them. Last year we created a 200plus page manual on how parishes can
implement respect for life throughout
their parish with a committee charged
to do that. Respect Life leaders were
thrilled to have that guidance.

The faithful of the archdiocese have the opportunity to fight for the lives of the unborn through the various
programs offered by the Respect Life Office at Catholic Charities. PHOTO BY BRANDON YOUNG
DC: Other archdiocesan entities
also defend the sanctity of life
by aiding pregnant women, and
women with children. Can you
speak to those efforts?
GRANDON: When I first arrived here
(from Illinois in 2011) I was charged
by Archbishop Chaput with opening
a pro-life pregnancy center directly
across from Planned Parenthood’s
Rocky Mountain headquarters. That
center evolved into two centers (now
called Marisol Health), which led to
Bella Natural Women’s Care agreeing to be the medical providers for
them. Then we linked up with Gabriel
House (offers material supplies and
social service referrals) and what is
now known as Marisol Homes for the
housing of women with unexpected
pregnancies and single women with
children. All of those medical and
social service efforts are what we at
Catholic Charities call our ‘continuum of care’ for women in need. We
realized there’s numerous levels of
care for women in crisis, so we linked
arms to do that effectively and it’s
working out beautifully.

DC: Besides supporting those
organizations, what are some
other concrete ways the faithful
can defend the sanctity of human
life?
GRANDON: First, become educated.
That’s where our office can help.
We go into parishes at no cost and
give substantial presentations on all
those issues so people can dialogue
effectively with friends, relatives,
associates and neighbors. That’s
key. As children of God we have to
understand this element of our faith.
They can get involved with the
Respect Life Committee at their
parish and be the hands and feet to
build a vibrant culture of life in their
parish.
They can participate in the public
efforts we have: Prayer in the Square
(rosary and Divine Mercy chaplet)
is held every first Saturday of the
month (visit prayerinthesquare.
com for locations). Our two annual
events are 40 Days for Life, where we
pray outside abortion centers (Feb.
26-April 5, visit 40DaysForLife.com),
and our Celebrate Life march and

rally held in January at the Colorado
Capitol. This year we had 8,000
people show up — it’s grown every
year. As believers we have to show
Colorado that we are unafraid to
stand for these issues.
Finally, I would make a simple
appeal to people to use their
creativity. In the Old Testament
the Hebrew midwives were told by
their government officials to kill the
Hebrew male children. They refused.
They went to pharaoh and said,
“These Hebrew women have their
children before we can get to them!”
As sons and daughters of God we are
the ones called to protect all human
life. We have to be creative in our
vocations, as the Hebrew midwives
were, to transform the culture.

i

RESPECT LIFE OFFICE
The Respect Life Office
is partially funded by the
Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal. To continue
supporting their vital work,
visit archden.org/donate.
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OUR FUTURE PRIESTS

“I’m extremely grateful to be at St. John Vianney
Seminary and for all the support, because so much of
our formation is spot on. It’s really good for exactly
what men need in this culture, and what we
need going into the parish, going back out
to serve the people of God.”

ducate
E

OUR CHILDREN

“We are so grateful for our
Catholic schools because they are
academically excellent AND
thoroughly Catholic.”

Trevor Lontine, Seminarian at
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary

Uriel Sevilla, parent at
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School

Grow

OUR PARISHES

“When we are aware of and reach
out to the wider Church, you can’t
EDUCATE
OUR
help
but have blessings
that CHILDREN
come“We
backare
upon
people.”
so our
fortunate
to be able to choose

Monsignor
Thomas
Fryar, they are academically
Catholic
schools
because
Pastor excellent
St. ThomasAND
More Church
thoroughly Catholic,”
Kate McGreevy Crisham, parent at
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School

OUR FAMILIES

“Our kids are learning what it is
really like to have a strong faith family
and the importance of a community that
stands together in prayer and action
to serve each other and the world around
them, in both good and trying times.”

archden.org/givenow
archden.org/donate

Support

Kelsie Raddatz, parent at
St. John the Evangelist
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Nonprofit Catholic medical
clinic committed to
serving COVID-19 patients
Bella Health &
Wellness offers
drive-through
clinic for those
with novel
coronavirus
symptoms

BY ROXANNE KING
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BOTTOM LINE DIAPER BANK

We are in short supply due to COVID-19 but the demand is greater than ever!
We supply all ministries of Catholic Charities including:
• Gabriel House Project
• Shelters, Early Childhood Education and more

As the largest diaper bank in Colorado, we provided more than 340,000 diapers last year!
(Larger sizes is greatest need)

Diaper Bank
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Honor a special mom
with a Mother’s
Day Card!
3 cards for $25
or with your donation!

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

5
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DIAPER
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ng access for infants,
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port all ministries
Gabriel
eds. This includes
Services,
Family & Kinship
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n House Shelter,

In its mission to offer a spirit
of holistic health, Bella Health
& Wellness has chosen to
‘respond with the zeal of the
martyrs and saints’ by offering
aid to patients infected with
COVID-19.

ty

Catholic Charities’
Bottom Line Diaper Bank
Needs Your Help

Serving T
he
D

n March 23, Bella Health &
Wellness began offering a
drive-through clinic for people
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. It
fit perfectly with the nonprofit medical
practice’s mission.
“To have our community scared and
alone in their symptoms is not in the mission of Bella,” said Dede Chism, Bella’s
co-founder and executive director. “The
mission of Bella is to make people whole.”
Disturbed that people who weren’t

sick enough to be hospitalized but who
were experiencing fever, cough and
shortness of breath — the telltale signs
of the novel coronavirus — needed to be
evaluated and tested, Chism took her
concern to prayer.
“The Lord very clearly said, ‘Go back
to where you started,’” Chism said. “So
we looked back to our mission roots.”
Ten years ago, Chism and her daughter Abbey Sinnett, who are both nurse
practitioners, had finished a medical
mission in the high Andes Mountains
of Peru and felt God was calling them

“For where two or three are
gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.”
-MATTHEW 18:20

CFCS is praying for all of you during these
extraordinarily diﬃcult times,
and continues to care for our families.

Drop off diapers at
Samaritan House
2301 Lawrence St, Denver, CO
8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday - Saturday
8:00 am to 1:00 pm Sunday

ccdenver.org/diaper

For questions, contact Andrew Sanchez,
asanchez@ccdenver.org, 720-799-9307.
(Checks can also be mailed to Catholic Charities
Attn: Diaper Bank in memo line
6240 Smith Rd, Denver, CO 80216.)

Thank you for your support and, most importantly, your prayers for our families and staff.
God Bless.

Please call us at

bottomlinedb@gmail.com

720-454-3795
ccdenver.org/diaper

B L D B

303-532-5343

cfcsColorado.org
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to take that spirit of holistic health
care back home. Two years later, they
opened Bella under the jurisdiction of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
and the Archdiocese of Denver.
“Who knows, maybe it was about
this moment in time [God was speaking
of ] when he said, ‘Take this back to my
people,’” Chism mused. “It has never
been the way of Catholics in health care
and in our Church to walk away from
crises such as the plague. It has been
the way of the Church to respond with
the zeal of the martyrs and the saints.”
Chism and staff settled on the drivethrough clinic as the best way to see and
treat patients with COVID-19 symptoms that would keep both the patients
and others safe.
The drive-through clinic is located
in the parking lot of Bella Health and
Wellness, 180 E. Hampden Ave. in
Englewood. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Patients should plan for a telemedicine visit prior to a drive-through
appointment, Chism said, which minimizes unnecessary exposure and permits assessing the proper care. In addition to fever, cough and shortness of

breath, those experiencing congestion,
sore throat, aches and influenza-like
symptoms are also being seen in the
drive-through clinic. In the drivethrough, medical personnel in protective gear will check a patient’s vital signs
and examine them.
“We evaluate and treat them just as
if they are in our office, but we’ve made
their car the exam room,” Chism said.
“We discuss the treatment plan, test for
whatever needs tested, and order any
other tests. We give prescriptions and
directions on home care, quarantine
and keeping family safe.”
Although COVID-19 tests are scarce,
working with a private laboratory Bella
is able to do two to 10 COVID-19 tests
per day and is expecting rapid tests
(which must be backed up by a lab test)
to be available soon, Chism said. The
drive-through clinic also does influenza
and strep testing if indicated.
The drive-through clinic is averaging
six to 10 cars daily, but Chism said staffers were preparing for a surge in traffic
to occur around Easter (April 12), when
COVID-19 cases were expected to peak
in the state. The surge is expected to last
about a week or two, she said.

“God-willing, all the shelter-in-place
is making a difference to decrease the
spread of the virus,” Chism said, urging
people to follow the prevention recommendations to stay home, wash hands
often, and observe social distancing of
six feet. “That cannot be emphasized
enough.”
Healthy and noncontagious patient
visits — including pregnancy and wellchild check-ups — are held inside the
Bella offices, Chism said. Even so, just
over half of all Bella patients are receiving telemedicine visits.
“We want people to be able to seek
care and get care at this moment in time
if they need it,” she said. “We want for
them to be well in body, mind and soul.”
Cost for a drive-through visit is $100
plus testing fees. Bella accepts most
insurance plans.
“We’re going to continue [the drivethrough] as long as needed,” Chism said.

i

BELLA HEALTH & WELLNESS
180 E. Hampden Ave.
Englewood, CO 80113
Bellanwc.org
303-789-4968

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR RENOVATION TRUST FUND EXTERIOR PRESERVATION
NEEDED $1,635,000
$20 MILLION
NEEDED $1,950,000

Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Paint Interior
$1,240,000
Carpet Replacement
$45,000
Security Cameras
$150,000

INTERIOR &
GROUND PROJECTS
SPENT TO DATE:
$785, 000
Funding
Sources:
Savings
$750,000
Interior Fund
$35,000

All donations are tax deductible

Transepts &
North Facade
$1,200,000
Rectory Leaking
Roof Recontruction
$750,000

COVID-19

Emergency Response Fund
EXTERIOR
PROJECTS
SPENT TO DATE:
$4,768,000
Funding
Sources:
Savings
$3,300,000
AOD Funded
$550,000
Restoration Fund
$918,000

Your gift will provide
immediate relief and safety
for those in need today.
DONATE AT:

ccdenver.org/erf
Thank you for your help!
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Longtime permanent deacon led a fruitful life of ministry
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

D

eacon Ron Ansay passed away
Feb. 25 at the Plaza Gardens
where he was staying during
his illness. He was 87 years old. Deacon
Ansay was in the first ordination class
of deacons in Denver after the reinstitution of the diaconate as a Permanent
Order within the ranks of the clergy. He
was the last remaining deacon from his
particular ordination class.
Ronald John Ansay was born on the
Feast of Deacon St. Lawrence, Aug. 10,
1932, to devout Catholic parents, Aloys
and Marianne Ansay in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. His parents sent him to Catholic schools in Milwaukee and he later
worked with his father in a linen supply.
He was also in the Navy Reserves from
1950 to 1954 during the Korean War.
On Aug. 13, 1955, he married Clara
(Dolly) Emma Pohs at Holy Family
Parish in Denver. Father Arthur Verdieck presided at the marriage sacrament and was the one who introduced
ACROSS

43 Tended

1

44 Head lock

They brought spices
to anoint the body of
Jesus

6 Rip-off
10 Crow calls
14 Overweight
15 Fruit of the Spirit
16 Peter Fonda’s
“golden” role

17 ___ and raves
18 Once more
19 Wander
20 Tooth dr.
21 Certain typewriter
keys

23 “Regina ___”
24 Bands
26 Style
29 ___ of the Covenant
30 Irritable
34 Charles Martel saved
Christian Europe here

37 Artifice
38 “I believe in ___
God…”

39 A treat purloined by
the Knave of Hearts

40 Trainer
41 Questions
42 Some ESPN highlights

FILE PHOTO

DEACON RON ANSAY

the couple to each other. The couple
went back to Wisconsin for a couple
of years and after their first son was
born, they packed up and moved back
to Denver. The couple was blessed
with eight children in all; Christopher, Karen, Jeanne, Julie, Geraldine,
Joseph, Renee, and Matthew. There
are also 31 grandchildren and 47 great
grandchildren in the family.
Ron’s magnetic personality was

45 Paul was one
47 OT prophetic book
48 americangreetings.
com product

49 Not these
53 Inflict
56 Stead
58 Opie’s aunt
59 Jesus is the ___ of
God

60 Ear-related
62 He tricked Jacob
64 Catholic actress Haver
65 “I am the Way and the
Truth and the ___”

66 Mountain ridge
67 Bambi, for example
68 Did well
69 M*A*S*H character
DOWN

1

The form of a
sacrament

2 The Audacity of Hope
author

3 Repairs
4 A big ending?
5 Baby boomers are
becoming empty ones

6 Thick slice
7 Living as a hermit,

devoted to the praise
of God and salvation
of the world

8 “___ Maria”
9 Cry of a cat
10 Parish priest
11 Burn soother
12 Well-being
13 18-wheeler
22 “___ and it will be

given you” (Mt 7:7)

23 Horseshoe spike
25 She appeared in

“Where the Boys Are”
before becoming a
nun

27 Greasewood
28 Lake, in Scotland
31 Patron saint of the
Philippines

32 Printer fluids
33 Luck
34 Car with removable
panels

35 Promise
36 ___ Minor
37 Babel structure
40 Pedro’s home
41 Diocese or bishop
starter

designed by God for engaging with
others. As a businessman, he worked
in sales and began a few small startup
companies. In 1960, he launched Ronald
Ansay Interiors which blossomed into a
wonderful real estate career with The
Kentwood Company. Equipped with
eight acres of land, including farm
animals and an aviary of 200 canaries,
Deacon Ansay, his beloved wife, Dolly,
and their children would support troubled youth and help them get back on
track. He also worked with the migrant
community, which incited his call to
begin formation into the diaconate.
He was ordained a deacon in the
Archdiocese of Denver by Archbishop
James Casey at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception on April 6,
1974. Through his diaconate, he served
at St. Catherine of Siena, Holy Family,
St. Mary’s in Aspen, Risen Christ, St.
Thomas More and St. Vincent de Paul
parishes. After retirement, in 1992, he
continued to minister at Heather Gardens and at Garden Plaza both in Aurora.
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7

Deacon Ansay was very involved in
the retreat centers around the state. At
the Trappist Monastery in Snowmass
and the Sacred Heart Retreat House in
Sedalia, he would conduct Bible Studies and lead retreats. In the 1990’s, he
was the host of local EWTN TV Sunday
evening show on the inner spiritual life
called “The Inside Passage with Deacon
Ron Ansay.” He often gave spiritual
direction to many of the faithful in the
Catholic community.
“Deacon Ron was universally loved
and well respected by his brother clergy
and by all those he encountered,” said
Deacon Joseph Donohoe, Director of
Deacon Personnel. “His brother deacons
will always remember him as a very spiritual person deeply in love with God.”
His Funeral Vigil was held at Risen
Christ Catholic Church on March 5,
and his Funeral Mass was celebrated by
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila at Risen
Christ Catholic Church on March 6. He
was interred at Mt. Olivet Cemetery on
March 7.
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43 “…the ___, raise the
dead…” (Mt 10:8)

44 Bishop with no
regional jurisdiction

46 Lector
47 One of the Pep Boys

50 Grew less

55 Sea eagle

51 Lasso

57 Tea or coffee,

52 More rational
53 Letters some people
sport on jewelry

54 Libertine

sometimes

60 Pay ending
61 Muscle spasm
63 Altar in the sky
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Live Mass and Video Resources

VISIT: ARCHDEN.ORG/CORONAVIRUS/MASS-ARCHBISHOP

VISIT: ARCHDEN.ORG/CORONAVIRUS/LOCALLIVESTREAM

DATES:
April 26

NOTE: We are still gathering the information and will
keep the list up-to-date to the best of our ability. Visit the
webpage for the most current information. If you have a
Mass you’d like to add, contact us at info@archden.org.

May 16

| 10:30 a.m.
| 10 a.m. Priest Ordination Mass
Livestreamed from the Cathedral Basilica

Archdiocese of Denver TV Mass | YouTube
Sunday Mass uploaded Weekly
All Souls (Englewood) | YouTube Livestream
Daily Mass: 9 a.m.; Also: Morning Prayer (8 a.m.);
Rosary (8:30 a.m.); Evening Prayer (6 p.m.)
Annunciation (Denver) | Facebook Live
Masses in Spanish (Schedule to come)

VISIT: ARCHDEN.ORG/CORONAVIRUS/MASS-ONLINE
Airtimes for daily Mass televised in English:
6 a.m. MDT (live)
10 a.m. MDT (encore)
5 p.m. MDT (encore)
Airtimes for Sunday Mass:
6 a.m. MDT (live)
10 a.m. MDT (encore)
10 p.m. MDT (encore)
Check EWTN daily programming for other broadcasts of
Holy Mass in English, such as Pope Francis’ celebration of
Holy Mass from his private chapel in the Vatican.
Other ways to watch EWTN:
ewtn.com
ewtn.com/tv/channel-finder
ewtn.com/catholicism/daily-readings
youtube.com/user/EWTN
ewtnapps.com
Livestreaming on ROKU, Amazon Fire, Android TV, Apple TV

Light of the World (Littleton) | Parish Website Vimeo Livestream
Sunday, 8 a.m.
Our Lady of Lourdes (Denver) | Facebook Live
Sunday, 10 a.m.
Notre Dame (Denver) | YouTube
Daily Mass Uploads
St. Bernadette (Lakewood) | Video Links on Parish Website & FaceBook
Recorded American Sign Language Mass
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (Fort Collins) | FaceBook Live
Sunday, 10 a.m.
St. Francis Cabrini (Littleton) | Facebook Live
Schedule TBD
St. Joan of Arc (Arvada) | YouTube Livestream
St. John XXIII (Ft. Collins) | Website Livestream
Daily Mass, 10 a.m.; Sunday Mass, 10 a.m.;
Stations of the Cross, Friday 7 p.m.
St. Joseph (Ft. Collins) | Facebook Live
Sunday, 9 a.m.
St. Louis (Englewood) | YouTube
Daily Mass Uploads
St. Mary (Littleton) | Facebook Live
Daily Mass, 8:15 a.m.; Saturday, 4:30 pm
St. Thomas Aquinas (Boulder) | Facebook Live
Sunday, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Formed: formed.org (Free 40 days for new users)
Word on Fire Engage: flocknote.com/engage
Daily Mass with Word on Fire: wordonfire.org/daily-mass
Dr. Scott Hahn’s Quarantined Catholic Hub: stpaulcenter.com/hub

St. Thomas More (Centennial) | Facebook Live
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.; Monday – Saturday, 7 a.m.
St. Vincent de Paul (Denver) | YouTube Livestream
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.; Daily, 8 a.m.

24

APRIL 25-MAY 23, 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Classifieds 303-715-3230 | classifieds@archden.org

Publisher

ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA
Chief Marketing & Communications Officer

JOSHUA KARABINOS
Director of Marketing

KEVIN GREANEY

LOCAL
SUNDAY
TV MASS
ON TELEVISION

Managing Editor

PBS12

AARON LAMBERT

Aaron.Lambert@archden.org

(Formerly Colorado
Public Television)

Director of Public Relations

MARK HAAS

Channel 12
6:30 am in English
7:00 am in Spanish

Mark.Haas@archden.org
Operations Manager

CYNTHIA O’NEILL

Cynthia.ONeill@archden.org
Business/Advertising Manager

MICHAEL O’NEILL

Michael.ONeill@archden.org
Writer/Editor of El Pueblo Católico

PRAYERS

DONATIONS NEEDED

IN THANKSGIVING - Thank you to St.

CEMETERY PROPERTY,
CONT’D

PRAYER IN TIMES OF ANXIETY &
FEAR - St. Teresa of Avila

MOUNT OLIVET - Three plots for sale:
two side-by-side plots near entrance,
Sec 33, Blk 3, Lot 5, Grs 8 & 9, $9,000
for both or will sell separately - call
303-429-9170. ALSO selling single plot in
Sect 37, Blk 2, Lot 20, Gr 4, $6,500 - call
720-209-7147. EPL

Jude for prayers answered, for providing the resources and transportation
I desperately needed. I love you very
much. BJ

Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away:
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things
Whoever has God lacks nothing;
God alone suffices.

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

Vladimir.Mauricio-Perez@archden.org
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AND NOW

ROCIO MADERA

Rocio.Madera@archden.org
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support
of our viewers.

Please donate:

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, APRIL 26
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Sam Morehead

SUNDAY, MAY 3
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany

7:00 a.m. Spanish
Fr. Tony Caballero

7:00 a.m. Spanish
Fr. Tony Caballero

6160 S. Syracuse Way,
Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village,
CO 80111

303.468.9885

thecatholicfoundation.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God,
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me and show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my
heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee (3X). Holy Mother, I place this
cause in your hands (3X). Holy Spirit,
you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that I can attain my goal. You
who gave me the divine gift to forgive
and forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are with
me. I want, in this short prayer, to
thank you for all things as you confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy toward me
and mine. Say this prayer 3 consecutive
days. Publish it. - FC

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for anyone in need
in our community. Donate DME items
or borrow wheelchairs, walkers, bath
benches, hospital beds and more. Visit
DominicanHHA.org or call 720-770-8470
for more information.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
OLINGER CROWN HILL - Proceeds

will benefit the Society of St Vincent
de Paul Denver Metro Council & its 32
conferences. Four plots for sale!!
Two adjoining plots in Blk 68, Row
177, Lot D, Sps 3&4. Asking $6,500 ea
& trans fee $595 ea. Also, 2 adjoining
plots in Blk 5, Row 118, Lot D, Sps 1&2.
Asking $6,000 ea & trans fee $595 ea.
Email svdpden@outlook.com or call
303-960-9163.

MOUNT OLIVET - One or two outside
crypts; Mother Cabrini Mausoleum,
#15 & #15A Tier B. $7,500 ea. Both for
$14,500. Call or text Joe 303-241-3399.
Email: joe@zzmail.me.
MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful flat headstone plot available in older area of the
cemetery: Sect 33, Blk 2, Lot 6. Asking
$4,500, includes the transfer fee. Please
call or text Angela at 720-400-5809.
MOUNT OLIVET

Single plot in beautiful, peaceful area by
Gallagher Monument. Sect 23, Blk 9, Lot
29, Gr 10. Selling for $3,600 OBO includes
transfer fee. Please call 417-529-7573. PL

MOUNT OLIVET

One plot in lovely, rare historic section by
pond. Section 31, Block 7, Lot 28A, Grave 6.
1-casket or 3-cremations. $4,850 OBO,
incl trans fee. Call Joseph 831-402-4681.
CS

MOUNT OLIVET - Single bronze-front

niche in Ascension Mausoleum Sect 4,
Crypt D, asking $2,700 incl trans fee
(current value approx $3,700). Please call
720-308-6030 or barb@gsarm.com BC

MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side
plots, lovely old section, Sec. Circle C, Block
O, Lot O, Graves 29, 30. Available immediately, $10,000 for both, includes transfer
fees. Call 303-708-8087. EAP

with the support of our viewers.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885
thecatholicfoundation.com
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Help bring
The CatholicTV
Network
to Denver!
It’s easy:
 Visit GetCatholicTV.com
 Complete the email
form for your cable &
satellite providers*

□
□
□

 Tell your friends!
*Prefer to send a postcard?
Call Bonnie at
617-923-0220

catholictv.org

□

ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORTING CHECKLIST
Suspicion of abuse/neglect is all
that is necessary to report.
Reports are confidential.
You will be asked to describe your
concerns about the child/adult and it
will be helpful if you can provide the
person’s name, age, address, gender,
school, and names of parents.
Is there immediate danger?
• YES-CALL 911
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or
local law enforcement

□
□
□
□
□

Did I get the name and contact of
the person I made the report to?
Did I contact the Archdiocese
Victim Assistance Coordinator
at 720-239-2832?
Did I file the abuse reporting
form with the Office of Child
and Youth Protection?
Did I notify my supervisors?
Is any other action necessary?
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Events & Announcements |

WHAT’S HAPPENING?!

CONTRACTOR

STAY INFORMED!!

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

The latest developments on Coronavirus
(COVID-19) in the Archdiocese are
available to you 24/7!! Access breaking
news, important communications, and
spiritual resources by checking in with
us regularly at:

 archden.org/coronavirus
 denvercatholic.org
 elpueblocatolico.org

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all
your construction needs.

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED
& INSURED - Free estimates. Residen-

Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners
& water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned
& operated since 1957. Members of St.
Joseph Church for 40+ yrs. Please call
303-571-1171, No.CO 970-482-7520. For
important info & latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

tial or commercial, big or small, we do it
all. Quality work at a competitive price.
Call B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no
answer, lv a message; I WILL return
your call.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

FLOORING SERVICES

CONCRETE
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios & sidewalks. Small jobs
welcome. Senior discount. References.

Call today! 303-429-0380

CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!

LIVESTREAM AND
VIDEO RECORDING

ROOFING COMPANIES,
CONT’D

AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - Spring Special:

PROFESSIONAL VIDEOGRAPHER

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of June!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 19 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021.

HANDYMAN
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, REPAIRS
Tile, paint and floors
Kitchens, basements, baths
Cheaper than a plumber
Call 303-668-3973

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,

FLOORING SERVICES,
CONT’D

QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOORS

Install  Refinish  Sand  Repair
Laminate  Vinyl Plank  Solid Wood
Call us at 720-641-1715
Email: americanflooringin@gmail.com

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances,
TVs, mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc.
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

with all gear will livestream your Mass
or other event to your audience!!
Complete portable package to your
location! Extensive experience,
competitive rates, and excellent
references. Call or click: 720.480.6164
or travis@tshvideo.com

PLUMBING
720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

Disposals, faucets, water pressure
valves, drain cleaning, pipes, water
heaters, sump pumps, toilets, sprinkler
repair & install. www.vertecservices.
com for coupons!!

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

REMODELING

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.
com or call 303-463-8200.

MDK REMODELING

LAWN & YARD WORK

ROOFING COMPANIES

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS – Quality work at a fair

Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Please call
303-429-0380.

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

Service Directory |

Free estimates. Roofing Contractor.
Local company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR – Repairs are all I do! Wind

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.

Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, &
sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

Classifieds

$7

per line

ADVERTISE
your

Business

HERE!
CLASSIFIED/
SERVICE DIRECTORY
ADVERTISING

TILE
TILE OR REMODELING

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

TREE SERVICES
TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL
Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed
and trash hauled away. General yard
clean-up services too. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Please call
303-429-0380.

AMERICAN TREE
See box ad, below

MILE HIGH TREE CARE, INC.
See box ad, below

RATES

$7 per line / 5-line
minimum.
Logo / photo extra charge.

DEADLINES

Reservations due 8 days
before publication date.
Early deadlines are
possible; please plan
ahead.

CALL

303-715-3230

Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call today: 303-456-6898

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured
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Perspectives

Rediscovering baptism in plague time

O

n April 29, 1951, Father
Thomas Love, SJ, baptized me
in the Church of Sts. Philip
and James, near Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. Family legend
has it that
I raised
GEORGE such a furor
WEIGEL during the
proceedings
The Catholic Difference
that my
George Weigel is a
cousin Judy
distinguished senior
hid in a confellow of the Ethics and
fessional.
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
There are
pictures of
the christening, and a few years ago I
found a lovely letter that Father Love
(whom I never met) wrote me shortly
afterwards. But I cannot say that I
took the date of my baptism seriously
until I was nudged into greater baptismal awareness in the 1980s.
The first nudge involved working
with evangelical Protestants, who
typically identified themselves to
strangers at a meeting by saying, “I’m
[so-and-so] and I was born again on
[such-and-such a date].” That made
me think about when, precisely, I had
been born again; so April 29 began to
loom larger in my mental calendar of

Important Dates. The second nudge
came from writing about John Paul
II. During his pilgrimage to Poland
in June 1979, the Pope went straight
to the baptistry of his former parish
church in Wadowice, knelt, and kissed
the baptismal font. Why? Because, I
realized, he knew that the day of his
baptism was the most important day
of his life: for it was the day that made
his life in Christ, which he knew to
be the deepest meaning of his life,
possible.
Ever since, I’ve been urging fellow-Catholics to mark the day of their
baptism. So let me urge you again:
make this time of plague and quarantine the occasion to dig the “Catholic
paper” out of your records, find your
baptismal certificate, and learn the
date of your baptism. And then, with
appropriate celebration, ponder just
what happened to you that day.
As the Catholic Church has understood it for two millennia, baptism is
far, far more than a welcoming ritual:
baptism effects a fundamental change
in who we are, what we can “see,” and
what we must do.
Being born again by water and the
Holy Spirit in baptism, we become
far more than [fill in the name] of a

certain family, address, and nationality. We become living cells in the Mystical Body of Christ: members of the
New Israel, the beloved community of
the New Covenant, destined for eternal life at the Throne of Grace where
the saints celebrate what the Book of
Revelation calls the Wedding Feast of
the Lamb in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 19:7, 21:2). We become the
people in whom humanity’s greatest
hopes, incapable of fulfillment by our
own devices, will be realized.
Having been cleansed in the waters
of baptism and instructed in the
truths of faith, we can “see” the wonders God has done in history more
clearly. Thus baptism, in a certain
sense, sacramentally recreates the
Easter experience of Mary Magdalene
in the 20th chapter of John’s gospel.
At first, Mary thinks the Risen Lord
is a gardener. Then, after he calls her
by name, she clings to his feet; but
that is to cling to the past, to the Jesus
who was, and so she is told, “Do not
hold me” (John 20:17). Finally, Mary
begins to comprehend that the Jesus
she once knew, the Jesus beneath
whose cross she stood, had been
raised to an entirely new dimension
of human existence – a life no longer

shadowed by death, a life beyond
death. And so she became the first
messenger of the Gospel as she made
a radical act of faith before the other
friends of Jesus: “I have seen the
Lord” (John 20:18).
Which brings us to what we, the
baptized, must do.
In baptism, we die with Christ, the
Risen Lord who lives in the presence
of God and amongst his brothers and
sisters in the Church. That Jesus
is present both in eternity and in
history means that his brethren can
live – in an anticipatory way, here and
now – in the eternity of God. That is a
great gift. To be worthy of it means to
share it.
So we, the baptized, have also been
commissioned. On the day of our baptism, each one of us was given a commission as a missionary disciple. Each
of us heard (on our own, as adults, or
through our parents and grandparents, if we were infants or children)
the Great Commission of Matthew
28:19: “Go…and make disciples of all
nations.” Everyone in the Church is a
missionary; everywhere we go is mission territory.
To live that is to own the truth of
our baptism in full.

Motherhood and the sanctuary of the home

W

e’ve all been spending
more time at home than
usual, and, even as we’re
all anxious to return to normal life,
there have been blessings in our
confineDR. R.
ment. One
JARED
of them is
STAUDT
discovering
the power
The Catholic Reader
of the
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
domestic
husband and father of six,
church.
the director of formation for
The word
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
“church”
writer, and insatiable reader.
means
assembly or
gathering, and the Catholic Church
is the gathering that God intends for
all people. Families are small groups
of the faithful gathered in the home,
expressing love in prayer, learning,
food, and fun, in the middle of plenty
of challenges.
One recent book captures the
essence of the home as a sanctuary,
Theology of the Home: Finding the

Eternal in the Everyday (TAN, 2019),
co-authored by Carrie Gress, Noelle
Mering, and Megan Schrieber. It’s
not a practical “how to” book, but
a contemplative reflection on the
beauty of home life. “Catholic daily
living — with all its imperfections and
struggles, its mercy and its joys, not
to mention aesthetic and hospitable
beauty, and nourishing food (and
hopefully some good red wine) — can
be an intoxicating inducement to
the reality that is fuller, more secure,
more exciting, and more fulfilling
when lived in the context of the
divine. To step inside this context is a
foretaste of heaven, and sometimes,
mysteriously, this experience can be
even more profound for a stranger
than being inside a church. For in
the liturgy he may not know the ‘language,’ but the language of the home
is universal” (4).
Theology of the Home explores
themes such as the experience of
entering within, the role of remembering, the importance of light, the

nobility of building, the centrality of
nourishment, engaging nature, the
need for order, the place of comfort,
the offer of hospitality, how to balance it all, and even the importance
of leaving. It certainly requires hard
work, but also creativity, shaped by
prayer to make the home a place

of Christian encounter: “Marsilio
Ficino, a 15th century Florentine
thinker, once said, ‘Poets and makers
of beautiful things share in the same
desire to achieve virtue through their
creative powers. And through their
love of beauty, they draw themselves
closer to God.’ Ultimately, our creativity doesn’t depend solely upon
everything around us going exactly
as we would like — with floor swept,
breakfast dishes done, and dinner in
the slow cooker. Order is certainly
important. But it depends much more
upon our openness to God — the Creator, and beauty’s source” (118).
We know, however, that family
life is not always peaceful and easy.
It is an adventure! A local author
and former youth minister, Allison
Auth, describes her own adventure
of discovering motherhood in Baby
and Beyond: Overcoming Those
Post-Childbearing Woes (Sophia,
2019). The heart of the home stems
from relationship, and Auth plumbs
the beauty and struggles that shape
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Don’t waste this time – ‘Be converted!’

I

n the days since Pope Francis’
March 27 Urbi et Orbi, I keep
going back to the images in my
mind. Was it not haunting? Watching
our very frail-looking pontiff walking alone
MARY
through
BETH
a dark,
BONACCI
rainy, cold
St. Peter’s
Guest Column
Square
Mary Beth is a Denverjust about
based real estate agent
ripped my
and syndicated columnist.
heart out. It
She is the author of We’re
on a Mission from God
was the perand Real Love. She can be
fect metreached via her website at
www.mblovesdenver.com.
aphor for
the entire
world in
the past several weeks. Dark. Quiet.
Frightening.
I have been alone in my house
for the better part of the past three
weeks. My entire routine has been
taken away. I am an extrovert who
lives alone, so I have generally made
it a point to be on the go. In my
“normal” life, I drive around the city
selling real estate. I work out at a
studio. I attend daily Mass. I stop by
to help my parents. I visit family. I
plan special time with my nieces and
nephews. I usually pick up the healthiest lunch I can find “on the go”, and
I eat dinner out with friends more
the contours of parenting. As a father
of six, I resonated with many of her
stories, as the experiences of childbirth (much different for a father,
of course!) and the bumps of the
postpartum life are full of surprises
and unexpected challenges. Auth’s
goal is to shed light on the postpartum experience, as she noticed that
so many books skip over it, leaving
many moms, struggling after birth,
feeling “alone, overwhelmed, tired,
and guilty.” In response, her book
wants to tell those with these feelings
that they are not alone: “Whether
you have full-blown postpartum
depression, or simply a roller coaster
of other emotions, there is a place for
those feelings here. The experiences
in this book are mine, but my hope is
that in sharing my story, I can offer
you some hope and peace for your
journey” (6).
Baby and Beyond addresses
helpful details about postpartum
depression, physical recovery, natural family planning, the spiritual

evenings than not.
Now I sit at home. I can’t eat out. I
can’t go shopping. My gym is closed.
My parents are on lockdown, and I
haven’t seen them in three weeks. My
only contact with the rest of the world
is virtual — phone, text, Facetime. I’m
a hugger who hasn’t had a hug in a
really long time.
I’m not complaining, and I’m not
making this all about me. It’s just that
we’ve all lost our normal. No more
sports. No more concerts. No more
parties. No more social life, period,
except the occasional Facetime
happy hour. And, for many, no work,
and thus no discretionary money to
indulge in those habits even if they
were available.
People keep asking why God is
doing this to us.
I don’t know that God so much
“does things” to us as he allows the
natural consequences of a sinful,
post-Fall world to play out.
But it occurs to me that maybe the
Almighty is allowing us to be uncomfortable for a while, to remind us of
what is really important.
Most of what has been taken from
us isn’t bad. Sports and shopping and
parties are all, in and of themselves,
morally neutral activities. And the
love of money may be the root of all
evil, but none of us can go very far

without having at least some of it.
But how many of those things have
become gods in our lives? How many
of them have taken time, and energy,
and enthusiasm, that could be better
re-channeled into our relationship
and service to the real God?
We have all been forced to slow
down — a lot — in these past few
weeks. Many of us are having to structure our lives in a completely different way. And we’re finding it shakes
up our assumptions about how we
needed to live before.
As for me, I have discovered that
the world doesn’t come crashing to a
halt when I stay at home. I can even
eat here. I have saved money and lost
weight — often while still sharing the
meal with my friends via Facetime.
And I am reminded that, when I am
home alone, I am really not alone.
God is here with me. And he likes it
when I acknowledge him.
I don’t know why God is allowing
this, but I know beyond a shadow of a
doubt that he is active in it. I believe
he wants us to be different coming
out of this than we were going into it.
He wants to give us this time to really
examine our regular lives, from the
outside, to see what we have been
taking for granted, what we have
made too important, and what needs
to change.

To me, the heart of Pope Francis’
Urbi et Orbi message was this: “This
Lent your call reverberates urgently:
‘Be converted!’, ‘Return to me with all
your heart.’” Stripped of so many of
the distractions that take up our days,
we have the opportunity to do what he
is always calling us to do — to turn to
him, to get to know him, to return to
him with all our hearts instead of just
the little slivers of our time and our
hearts we generally allocate to him.
God loves each of us individually, so the impact and the changes
are going to look different for each
person. I would encourage you, then,
to really make an effort to turn to him
in this time. Turn off the Netflix, walk
away from Facebook. Spend quiet
time with him. Read Scripture. Read
spiritual books.
And, most important, talk to him.
Every day. Ask him what gifts he has
for you in this time. What does he
want you to see? To change? What
specific aspects of your life does he
want you to re-evaluate? Who is he
calling you to become, on the other
side of this pandemic?
It is my great prayer that everyone
— myself included — comes out of this
crisis closer to the God who love us.
And with a better sense of the priorities he would have for our lives.
In the meantime, be safe.
strive to build authentic relationships. I’m more grateful to the little
blessings in life that I was before”
(123).
In the midst of our current difficulties, let’s be grateful for our blessings,
invest in our family and friends, and
trust in God even more.

life, and community. Having a lot of
children in quick succession, I can
attest, is challenging. Expressing this
natural frustration at the challenges

that come with it, Auth also points to
God’s work in perfecting us through
the self-sacrifice that it requires.
“When God allows us to go through
trials in our marriage, it is because,
in His wisdom, He knows it can ultimately bring about good in us, provided we accept His grace” (69). The
difficult moments subside, and, after
being stretched to the limit, we begin
to see interior growth and also fruits
in the family. Auth offers much good
advice, but, most of all, important
encouragement in staying devoted to
what is most important. “Postpartum
motherhood requires getting back to
basics and ordering priorities. I may
not be as adventurous as I was before
having children, but I am more courageous in other ways and a lot less selfish than I used to be. I am the most
influential person in my children’s
lives, not only by meeting their basic
needs but also forming their characters and introducing them to God. I
also know God’s love in a deeper way
that I used to. I value community and
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The Appeal is a Lifeline to Ministries
During this COVID-19 Crisis.
Please Consider a Monthly Recurring Gift
12 Recurring
Monthly
Donations
$42
$84
$125
$167
$209
$250

Total
Annual
Donation
$504
$1,008
$1,500
$2,004
$2,508
$3,000

•
•
•
•
•
•

Make an immediate impact on our faith community
Avoid checks, postage and envelopes
Easier budgeting
Reduce Appeal expenses
Easy to set-up online or by phone
Change or pause your monthly gift at any time

And the most important reason…. Your gift is
benefiting the ministries throughout this crisis
so you can see the impact in action.

A recurring gift of $84 a month enrolls you in the “Nine Choirs of Angels Giving Society” at the Guardian Angel level.

Donate online: www.archden.org/givenow
or complete the donation envelope in this issue

