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Archbishop’s Page
Archbishop’s Column

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Coronavirus (COVID-19) should cause reflection, not panic

L

ent is a time during which
Catholics return to the basic
practices of the faith – prayer,
fasting and almsgiving – to promote
deeper conversion in our hearts. This
Lent, the world is being presented
with the threat of the coronavirus
(COVID-19), which should cause us to
reflect on our own mortality and seek
conversion.
When priests go to visit the sick,
the suffering, and especially the
dying, we encounter a wide range
of people. Some people are serene
as the end approaches, but others
are profoundly unsettled when the
prospect of death becomes real. Similarly, some people are experiencing
a wake-up call from the spread of
the coronavirus. The big questions
loom large: “Who am I?” “What is the
meaning and purpose of life?” “I am
not in control of my life, and death
could arrive. Is there a God and is
there life after death?” Suddenly, the
importance of the next life and the
shortness of this life become real.
While most people don’t think
about it deeply to recognize it, their
reaction to the unknown, to sickness,
and to things like the coronavirus is
rooted in their fear of death.
As counterintuitive as it may seem
to modern minds, Catholics in a
state of grace should approach death
with confidence because Jesus has
conquered it through his crucifixion,
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death and resurrection. Through our
Baptism into Christ, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God
is restored so that, for those in a state
of grace, death is a bridge to eternal
joy. As the funeral rite says, “life is
changed, not ended.” Each time we
receive the Eucharist, we remember
the promise of the Lord, “Whoever
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him on the
last day” (Jn. 6: 54).
And yet, the reality for many people
is that they feel unprepared for their
final judgment by the Lord, let alone
the challenges of daily life. People
clear out whole shelves at the supermarket because they are afraid of
being caught unprepared. But do we
clear out the spiritual shelves, expending every effort to make sure we are
prepared for what might come?
Thankfully, the basic practices of
the faith that are emphasized during
Lent – prayer, fasting and almsgiving
– are the perfect starting point. All
three of these practices help us reorient our hearts toward God and love
for him in our neighbor.
These spiritual works are also beneficial in that they can still be carried
out during the efforts the Church is
making to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus. We can renew or begin
a commitment to praying every day,
sharing our hearts with the Lord and
reading Scripture. We can discipline

@ArchbishopDen

our wills by fasting from different foods
or practices, which reminds us that our
life and strength come from God alone,
not anything else. And finally, we can
financially support the poor and the
needy. We also should give them alms
of our prayers for the sick and suffering
and those who are distant from God.
Now that we have the first confirmed cases of COVID-19 in northern Colorado, the Archdiocese of
Denver is responding by asking pastors to enact common sense measures
that will help prevent transmission.
You can read more about these efforts
at archden.org/coronavirus.
As we engage in the sacrifices
of Lent, may each of us turn to our
Mother Mary and ask her to accompany us in seeking out true conversion and to protect us in these times
of uncertainty.

Mar. 6

A blessed & grace-filled Mass with #ArchDen
5th graders yesterday with another Mass today!
#CatholicEducation is a blessing & where we can
form disciples for the new evangelization! +sja
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Catholic school fifth graders from across the Archdiocese of Denver
joined Archbishop Aquila in celebrating Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception Mar. 6. PHOTO BY ANYA SEMENOFF
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Archdiocese’s most senior
priest, Father Purfield,
dies at 93
BY ROXANNE KING

F

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

ather James Purfield, who
marked his 65th anniversary
as a priest last year and was the
eldest priest in the Denver Archdiocese,
died Feb. 19. He was 93.
During his long priesthood he served
in numerous parishes in metro-Denver
and Colorado Springs, did mission work
outside the country, pastored a noteworthy 30 years at All Saints Parish,
and was known for his faithful service
to the homebound and compassionate
aid to the needy.
“He excelled in loving those who no
one else noticed and who would come
at the most inconvenient times,” Father
Roland Freeman said in the eulogy at
his longtime friend’s funeral Mass Feb.
24 at Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. “[He had a]
deep awareness of Christ the poor one
who is always with us.”
James Richard Purfield was born in
Colorado Springs on Aug. 26, 1926 to U.S.
Army Col. Emmett J. Purfield and Helen
Carson Purfield. When he graduated
from Cheyenne Mountain High School
in 1944, World War II was still ongoing.
He entered the U.S. Navy and served as a
Seaman 1st Class until June 1946. While
in the Navy, he was stationed six months
at a shore station on the island of Trinidad, British West Indies.
“He met a priest on the island of
Trinidad whose name was Father James
Purfield, I think he was the one who
really convinced Father Jim to become
a priest,” the priest’s younger brother,
Bill Purfield, said with a gentle laugh.
After being honorably discharged,
he attended Maryknoll Junior Seminary in Los Altos Calif., for a short time
before working a brief stint at a Phoenix
newspaper as part of the Maryknoll’s
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Christopher Movement. He entered St.
Thomas Seminary in Denver in 1948
and was ordained to the priesthood on
May 29, 1954.
As a priest he served many different
parishes around the Denver area and
beyond. He also ministered as chaplain
at Penrose Hospital in Colorado Springs.
Additionally, he served on mission for
a year in Mexico in the mid-1970s and
a year in Lima, Peru, in the early 1980s.
During Father Purfield’s three
decades as pastor at All Saints, his
brother was among his parishioners.
“I always called him Father Jim,”
said Bill Purfield, expressing his respect
and admiration for his elder brother.
“He was really great about helping
people, particularly people who were
homebound. He did a lot of that.”
He had a deep prayer life that undergirded his ministry, strong opinions that
he vociferously shared, was a loyal friend
and relished playing cards, Father Freeman said in the funeral eulogy.
“His ministry was the same as
Jesus’s,” he said. “To invite into his love
and friendship all who in God’s providence came to him.”
“Father Purfield loved his priesthood,” emphasized Father Freeman.
“For him it was the most precious gift
of his life.”

You’re invited to experience
the joy of giving now and
beyond your lifetime.
In St Paul’s sixth chapter in his Letter to the Galatians, he reminds us,
“So then, while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, but
especially to those who belong to the family of the faith.”
The Catholic Foundation gathers, stewards and facilitates charitable
giving for the long-term benefit of donors, parishes, schools and
ministries in the Archdiocese of Denver over the past 20 years.
The Foundation team financially ensures that a strong, vibrant, and
faithful Catholic community flourishes at your parish and
throughout northern Colorado.
We can help you meet your charitable goals through Gifts in
the following areas: Donor Advised Funds, Planned Gifts from your
Estate, Endowments, Charitable Gift Annuities, IRA Charitable
rollovers and gifts of cash, stock and real estate. Our partnership
with you provides a promising future for the Church and the
causes that matter to you most.

Prudent planning starts with just a conversation.
Find us on Facebook, on our website or simply give
us a call at 303-468-9885.
@beyondyourlifetime
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Design
Thru Build
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c. 720.217.1263
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giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com
TheCatholicFoundation.com
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Archdiocese of Denver implementing changes in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19)
The Archdiocese is now asking our parishes, schools, clergy and parishioners to take extra precautions to help prevent the spread of the virus, and we are
implementing several temporary changes to the celebration of Mass. This is being done to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, and protect those who are most
vulnerable to the virus. More resources available at archden.org/coronavirus.

INDIVIDUALS

HOLY MASS

• Coronavirus symptoms: fever, cough, shortness of breath. If you experience
these symptoms, call your health care provider. *Call first so they can determine your risk factors to others.*
• Coronavirus is spread person to person or by contact with contaminated
objects – similar to how the flu is spread.
• If you are sick, stay home and limit your contact with others.
• Take steps to keep you and your family healthy:
• Regularly wash your hands.
• Avoid contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.
• Regularly clean frequently touched surfaces.
• Begin planning for how your family would manage if someone has to miss
school/work.

• Remove Holy Water from the hand-fonts and have hand sanitizer available at
all entrances.
• Suspend the exchange of the Sign of Peace, or announce that it can be done
with a simple bow. Also, no handholding during the Lord’s Prayer.
• Highly recommended that Holy Communion only be distributed in the hand.
• Reinforce procedures for having Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
sanitize their hands prior to Communion.
• Keep gifts of bread and wine covered on credence table - no offertory
procession.
• The collection may be conducted in a manner that limits the number of hands
touching the basket.
• The faithful are not obliged to attend Mass if they are sick. Staying home is an
act of charity towards fellow parishioners.

PARISHES / SCHOOLS

OUR PRIORITIES

•
•
•
•
•

Emphasize that employees/students should stay home if they are sick.
Explore remote-work and classwork options.
Develop plans for operations with limited staff and substitute teachers.
Consider postponing unnecessary community events.
Actively promote best health practices and offer ample hand sanitizer,
wipes, etc.
• Increase routine environmental cleaning, including doorknobs, light switches, etc.
• Request that if any employees or students have had direct exposure to
someone with COVID-19, they alert their supervisor/teacher.
• Begin planning for the possibility of extending your school year if class days
are missed.

•
•
•
•

Reducing chances of transmission among our communities.
Protecting people who are at a higher risk for adverse health complications.
Maintaining business and school operations.
Minimizing disruptions of essential services provided to the community.

Just one call does it all! 10%
Discount
BBB A+ rating for 30 years
Family owned and operated for 30 years
CALL TODAY TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT! 303-428-8550

Westec has been serving
Colorado for 30 Years.
One owner, one location,
licensed bonded and insured.

WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

• Patios Covers
• Sunrooms
• Carports
• Custom Garages
• Custom Remodeling
• Basement Finishing
• Additions
• Windows
• Roofing at prices you
can afford!
2850 W 92nd Ave.
Denver, CO 80260
westec-builders.com

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
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Dominican Home Health Agency seeks a
dynamic RN to serve as a Clinical Supervisor to
provide leadership for our In-Home Care Program
and ensure ongoing quality care for our patients.
Contact Dan today to become part of our dedicated team!

Call 720-770-8461 or dgrey@dominicanhha.org

RANKED
NURSING PROGRAM
IN THE NATION

The University of Mary’s nursing program
is ranked #1 in the nation!
Year after year, all of our nursing graduates have passed their certifying exam
on the first try – a 100% success rate. And our master’s and doctoral

Inspired by her love,
we serve.
Saint Gianna, an Italian physician, wife, and
mother, is beloved by millions around the
world for her example of sacrificial love in
giving her life for her unborn child.

programs in nursing are world-class. This stellar record of excellence was

With the gracious permission of her family,

honored with the #1 rating by Mountain Measurements, the national nursing

we are becoming the Saint Gianna School

benchmarking service.
Whether in nursing, bioethics, occupational therapy, physical therapy,
pre-med, or any of our 30+ academic programs in the health sciences, we live

of Health Sciences. For our more than 1200
students and 63 professors in the health
sciences alone, this reaffirms a stellar
60-year reputation for health care education
that integrates genuine compassion with the

up to our mission — to prepare health care professionals anchored in moral

utmost professional competence.

courage, who respect and defend the life and dignity of the human person.

To learn more: umary.edu/Gianna

Discover the University of Mary – the nation’s
most affordable, serious Catholic university –

ComeToMary.com

for Life.
enroll@umary.edu • 800-288-6279 (MARY)
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and daily Mass in our historic chapel.
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Call 720.909.3814 today to schedule a tour.
*Restrictions apply. Promotion expires April 15, 2020.

Independent Living Assisted Living
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Archbishop Aquila, clergy
and faithful express
gratitude for
Archbishop Chaput

The former Denver archbishop
retired this year after 31
years of episcopal service
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

F

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

or Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
and many Colorado clergy and lay
members, the deep influence that
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput exerted
during his time as Archbishop of Denver
is still present in the many personal relationships he made and the numerous
initiatives that came to fruition during
his tenure. As his 31 years of episcopal
service came to a close with his recent
retirement, the image of the man who
shepherded the Archdiocese of Denver
from 1997 to 2011 can be best described
by those who were closest to him.
“I am extraordinarily grateful to
Archbishop Chaput for all the years of
loving service and guidance he provided
to the Archdiocese of Denver,” Archbishop Aquila said. “His deep faith and
love for the Lord and for the Church was
evident in all his decisions, and most
especially in his decision to move forward with the establishment of St. John
Vianney Seminary, to support so many
of the lay apostolates, and to bring new
religious orders to the archdiocese. As
a priest, it was a joy to serve with him
and work on so many different projects
that furthered the new evangelization.”
“With his retirement as an archbishop, it’s only fitting that we pay
tribute to his impact on the faithful of
our archdiocese and the Church in the
United States.”
Monsignor Thomas Fryar, pastor at
St. Thomas More Parish, spent much
time with, and served in various roles
under, Archbishop Chaput. He especially admires the sense of fatherly
presence the archbishop had to his
flock, which was reflected by the fact
that people knew they could often find
him celebrating the Sunday evening
Mass at the Cathedral.
“He would not only try to be available

for them at Sunday Mass, but he would
stay at the back of the church greeting
people – and sometimes that would take
almost as long as the mass,” he said.
By this simple gesture, he made a
deep impact on the lives of numerous
lay people, according to Eric Zellweger, current chair of the archdiocesan
finance council. That was precisely how
he met the prelate.
One Sunday after Mass at the Cathedral, when Zellweger was in his 20s,
archbishop noticed he was new and
invited him to lunch. “We ended up
having lunch and playing racquetball,”
Zellweger recalled.
Nonetheless, in spite of the archbishop reaching out to him, Zellweger
said he was still lukewarm in his faith and
fell away for a period of time. It would
take a few years to recover his faith and
contact Archbishop Chaput again.
Once he called the archbishop and
told him his story, Zellweger said that
the mercy and love he received from
Chaput further increased his desire to
grow closer to Christ.
“He’s very saint-like, very warm,
open, and merciful – yet he never compromises the teachings of our faith,”
Zellweger said. “That’s what really
drew me to reach out to him. I felt that
warmth, that truth and that beauty that
he always conveys to everyone that he
meets. He’s very authentic.”
Dr. Mario Chavez’s story is another
example of Archbishop Chaput’s personal pastoral care.
Dr. Chavez also met the prelate after
Sunday Mass at the Cathedral. They
had a brief conversation about a trip
Chavez would be making to Europe. Six
months later, archbishop saw him again
and said to him, “You’re back from your
trip! What was your favorite part?”
For Dr. Chavez, the archbishop’s
exceptional memory was a result of his
“genuine interest in people,” a quality
that impressed him.
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One day after going out for breakfast
and inviting him to the visit the seminary, the archbishop asked him if he had
ever thought about the priesthood. To
the archbishop’s surprise, Chavez told
him he wasn’t Catholic – he attended
Mass because his girlfriend was a
member of the cathedral choir.
“At that point, he took me to the [seminary chapel] and showed me the stained
glass and explained the story to me. From
that time forward, he started meeting
with me on a biweekly basis and took
me through the Catechism and Scripture
and formed me in my faith,” Dr. Chavez
recalled. “I was under spiritual direction
with him for two to three years and cultivated a good friendship… Growing up
I never had a father, so he became a lot
like a father figure to me… He’s one of
the best leaders I’ve ever met.”
Many of the priests who were seminarians during Archbishop Chaput’s
time in Denver are also grateful for his
closeness and fatherly care.
“I remember that fatherly leadership that he provided not only me, but
so many others,” said Father Samuel
Morehead, pastor at All Souls Parish,
who spent his seminarian years under
the archbishop. “I have memories of
him coming to speak candidly, to lead
the men in the seminary as a father,
answering our questions, engaging us
in meaningful dialogue.”
This openness was also evidenced by
the fact that anybody could send him an
email and receive a response “within
record time,” the priest assured. “That
really made you feel like he was in your
life and engaging you.”
Among Archbishop Chaput’s great
legacies as Archbishop of Denver, people
will not hesitate to highlight the many
apostolates and initiatives he supported
and encouraged, some of which include
the Augustine Institute, FOCUS, Endow
and Centro San Juan Diego.
For Msgr. Fryar, Archbishop Chaput’s

role in the growth of both Saint John
Vianney and Redemptoris Mater seminaries was pivotal, and believes it became
“a model in the whole United States [for]
its strong formation presence.”
Father Morehead believes it was the
work that Archbishop Chaput dedicated
to the seminaries that advanced so many
other apostolates in the archdiocese.
“[Some of these ministries] came to
light because we had the right people
here at the right time in the faculty at the
seminary. It was a ripple effect of goodness,” he assured, a goodness that came
from his disposition to the Holy Spirit.
“I was always inspired with his openness to trust in his work of the Holy
Spirit to stir up holy initiatives in the
life of the Church,” Father Morehead
continued.
Archbishop Chaput’s work is thus
fondly remembered by many people
who were positively influenced by
his “pastor’s touch,” “simplicity” and
“courage.”
“He’s obviously a man of great conviction and confidence, but I think
what might not come out so much in
his public columns and in how he can
be attacked… is his immense humility,” Zellweger said. “I remember him
saying once to me: ‘People try to paint
me as a conservative or a liberal based
on my views… but I am just trying to
teach the Gospel and live the Gospel
authentically.’”
“As archbishop, I believe he was and
is still a man of utter integrity. I believe
he is honest and forthright, and passionately loves Jesus and his Church,”
Father Morehead concluded. “And
while being always a man of mercy,
compassion and a good pastor to his
people, I’ve also admired his ability to
stand up for what he believes and knows
to be the truth.”
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1
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offer. Fidelis Catholic Credit Union will make the first payment on the payment due date up to $200
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The benefits of consecration to St.
Joseph and his ‘necessary’ patronage

Universal Church celebrates 150th anniversary of his patronage this year
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

S

aint Joseph was given the mission
to protect, guide and provide for
two people conceived without
sin, Mary and Jesus, which means that
he himself had to be a very virtuous
man. And indeed he was. The Fathers of
the Church and various saints throughout history have esteemed St. Joseph as
“the greatest saint” – that is, of course,
with the exception of Mary, who has
always been placed in a different category from the rest. He occupies a
unique category among the saints for
his important role in salvation history,
for being predestined to become the
father of Jesus on earth.
For this reason, and after an
expressed desire by bishops from all
over the world, Pope Pius IX declared

St. Joseph Patron of the Universal
Church in 1870.
As we celebrate the 150th anniversary of this decree, Archbishop Samuel
Aquila supports pastors, parishes and
the faithful to consider consecrating
themselves or their community to St.
Joseph sometime in between March
19, 2020 and March 19, 2021.
This consecration would not be
in vain, as Saint John Paul II writes:
“This patronage [of St. Joseph] must
be invoked as ever necessary for the
Church, not only as a defense against all
dangers, but also, and indeed primarily,
as an impetus for her renewed commitment to evangelization in the world and
to re-evangelization in those lands and
nations where religion and the Christian life were formerly flourishing and
now are put to hard test.”

If you are wondering what a consecration specifically entails, consecration is an act by which something
or someone is separated for a divine
purpose. In our Catholic faith, certain
items are consecrated for liturgical purpose, such as church buildings, altars,
chalices, etc. People also consecrate
their lives to God by making vows in
the religious life.
A consecration “to a saint,” like Mary
or St. Joseph, is actually a consecration to Jesus himself through that saint,
through Mary or Joseph. It is a serious
commitment to respond to God’s grace,
under their guidance.
“The person who consecrates himself to St. Joseph wants to be as close
to their spiritual father as possible, to
the point of resembling him in virtue
and holiness,” writes Father Donald

“

I would wish to
persuade everyone
to honor him with particular
devotion. I have always
seen those who honored him
in a special manner make
progress in virtue, for this
heavenly protector favors in
striking manner the spiritual
advancement of souls who
commend themselves to him.”
ST. TERESA OF AVILA

Calloway in his book Consecration to
St. Joseph. In turn, St. Joseph gives that
person “his loving attention, protection, and guidance.”
The Venerable Mary of Agreda laid
out seven privileges of devotion to St.
Joseph: attaining the virtue of purity,
procuring powerful intercession to
escape sin, increasing love and devotion to Mary, securing the grace of a
happy death, fighting off demons with
the mention of his name, gaining health
of body and assistance in difficulties,
securing children in families.

DOUBLE
YOUR IMPACT
You can help twice as many kids attend Catholic
School. Thanks to a generous donor, every new
and increased gift made to support tuition
assistance before April 30 will be doubled*!
Your gift today can provide a transformative,
Catholic education to more deserving families
in need. Please give now.
*up to $20,000

SeedsofHopeDenver.org or call 303-867-0614
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Pope
Pius IX
declared
St.
Joseph
patron
of the
Universal
Church
in 1870,
after
bishops
from all
over the
world
expressed
desire
for this
decree.
PHOTO BY JOSH APPLEGATE |
UNSPLASH

ST. JOSEPH HOLDS A
PRIVILEGED PLACE
Pope Leo XIII explained that no one
has come so closely to the Virgin Mary’s
holiness as St. Joseph. “By its very nature,
[the conjugal union] is accompanied
by a reciprocal communication of the
goods of the spouses. If then God gave St.
Joseph to Mary to be her spouse, he certainly did not give him merely as a companion in life, a witness of her virginity, a
guardian of her honor, but he made him
also participate by the conjugal bond in
the eminent dignity which was hers.” (92)
For this reason, it is also said that his
closeness to God surpasses that of all of
the holy angels.
But the final answer is, of course,
God. As Father Calloway writes, “Saint
Joseph is the greatest saint in the Kingdom of Heaven because God predestined him for that position.” Ultimately,
no angel, regardless of his ranking, had
the privilege and responsibility to be
called “father” by the Son of God on
earth. That authority was reserved to
Joseph – to love, command and educate
the God-Man.
It is for this reason that he can be the
patron of the Church and our spiritual
father.

The word “patron” comes from the
Latin “pater,” which means “father.”
And, although St. Joseph wasn’t the
biological father of Jesus, he was certainly “a real father to Jesus because
he exercised a fatherhood toward Jesus
that was authoritative, affectionate, and
faithful.” And if the Church is the Mystical Body of Christ, St. Joseph is also
the father of the Church.
This has personal implications for
all of us. We are members of the Mystical Body of Christ by our baptism,
which means that, if St. Joseph is the
father of the Church, then he is also our
spiritual father. He, of course, is not
meant to replace our biological father,
but is there to “spiritually feed, shelter,
clothe, educate, protect, and correct us.”
Let us then ask for the aid of such
great intercessor, as St. Teresa of Avila
suggested: “I would wish to persuade
everyone to honor him with particular
devotion. I have always seen those who
honored him in a special manner make
progress in virtue, for this heavenly
protector favors in striking manner
the spiritual advancement of souls who
commend themselves to him.”
Credits: Consecration to St. Joseph,
Father Donald Calloway, MIC

Support

Machebeuf Students
by joining us for this year’s
Buffalo Ball on
Saturday, April 4, 2020!
All proceeds of the Buffalo Ball go to
supporting students through tuition assistance.

For more information visit www.machebeuf.org/buffball20
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Turn your Clunker
into Cash!
Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.

In-Depth

Q&A: St. Joseph is the
secret weapon the Church
and society needs
BY AARON LAMBERT
aaron.lambert@archden.org

E
We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague;
Our Lady of Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
Matt Whaley
32 Years

The heritage behind our mortuaries
and cemeteries is one of
history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted Olinger Mortuaries
and Cemeteries to care for their loved ones. Respect for traditions,
understanding the needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.
With over decades of experience, parishioner Matt Whaley assists families
with care and compassion. His expertise combined with professional services
in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels is virtually unprecedented
in serving the Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

ver heard of a Consecration to
St. Joseph? Neither did Father
Donald Calloway, MIC. So, he
decided to do something about it.
In his groundbreaking new book,
Consecration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of Our Spiritual Father (Marian
Press), Father Calloway dives into some
of the lesser-known and extraordinary
qualities of the oft-underrated father of
Jesus. It culminates in a consecration
to St. Joseph, who, whether we realize it
or not, is our spiritual father. This year
especially marks an opportune time to Santos of Fatima said that the final
renew and strengthen our devotion to battle between good and evil would
St. Joseph, considering that March be over marriage and the family. So I
19 marks the 150th anniversary of St. thought to myself, I wonder if there’s
Joseph being declared the Patron of the anything about St. Joseph, like a Saint
Universal Church. For the book, Father Louis de Montfort-type consecration
Calloway also commissioned several program, because when a house is in
artists to create beautiful, updated disorder, and by that I mean society
and even the Church, it takes a father
depictions of St. Joseph.
to restore order in a house. I thought,
We chatted with Father Calloway
does this thing exist out there?
about his new book and why
Is there some gem hiding
a consecration St. Joseph
in Poland or Croatia or
might just be exactly what
something that nobody
our society and Church
with
knows about that we can
needs in this time of
FR. DONALD get out there? I know a
crisis.
lot of people around the
CALLOWAY world,
DENVER CATHOLIC:
so I contacted
Why did you want to
them. I said, hey, have you
write this book?
guys got anything like this in
your country, like a Saint Louis
FR. DONALD CALLOWAY:
Montfort-type consecration, not
Right now in the world, we’ve got
what I call an anthropological crisis.
to Our Lady, but to St. Joseph? EveryPeople are confused about their sexu- body said no, and everybody also said,
ality, about what it means to be a man, ‘Father, that’s brilliant.’ They said this
what it means to be a woman. Marriage is exactly what the Church needs right
has been redefined in many countries. now in the midst of this crisis and conPeople don’t even know what it means fusion. We need St. Joseph as a good,
to be a family anymore. You know, loving father. And so I said, ‘you know
we’ve got modern families and we’ve what, I’m gonna do it then.’ So I’ve
got people identifying as cats. It’s crazy. spent the last three years doing all the
So, I thought to myself about three research and writing and putting it
years ago, what are we doing here as together.
Christians? We belong to Jesus Christ
by our baptism and many of us have DC: Very little is known about
done a Marian consecration, which is St. Joseph. How did you conduct
phenomenal. It’s one of the best things research and learn more about who
you can do. Still, we don’t seem to be he was?
making much ground when it comes FDC: That’s a great point. First, I
to this crisis today. Sister Lucia dos wanted to clear up a whole bunch of

Q&A
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A Holiness Accessible to All:

Daily Sanctity Viewed through the Letters of St. Thérèse of Lisieux
misconceptions about St. Joseph, since
we don’t have much about him — we
don’t even have one word in the New
Testament. Most people over the centuries have just thought that he was
some old geezer who God used and
basically was a nobody and really is not
that important. And even in art, he’s
shown as old and almost headed for the
nursing home. So I asked, ‘was this guy
old? What is the reality here?’ I did a
lot of digging, a lot of research. I went
to the Fathers of the Church. I went
to St. Jerome and St. Augustine, and
I went to all these scholars and saints
and then also writings of mystics and
popes. And lo and behold, none of this
stuff is true. The church has no teaching
on his age whatsoever. In all likelihood,
he couldn’t have been old because of the
rigors demanded by him with all the
walking they did back then. I did the
math: for the 30 years that they walked
to Jerusalem three times a year, which
they were required to do from Nazareth, Joseph and Jesus basically walked
around the planet. There’s no way an old
man could do that. There’s just no way.
And so I just explored all these writings and things from the time of Jewish
culture and customs and everything to
really get a fuller picture of who he is.
DC: What are some qualities of St.
Joseph that you uncovered in writing this book?
FDC: That he’s the greatest saint after
the Blessed Virgin Mary! A lot of people
don’t realize that. They think it’s Saint
Francis of Assisi or the Little Flower
or something. And look, they’re awesome, but they’ve got nothing on this
dude. I mean, he is so holy that only
he and Our Lady have the privilege of
referring to God as their son. You and
I can’t invoke Jesus and say a prayer
and say, ‘Jesus, my lord and son.’ That’s
weird, right? But Mary and Joseph can.
Joseph has a paternal relationship with
Jesus. And he has power. He has intercessory ability that is unparalleled after
Our Lady. That, to me, is extraordinary.
And that’s why one of his titles in particular that I talk about in the book is
Terror of Demons, because that’s the
money title. That’s the big gun title. A
lot of people would not think of him like
that because they see images where he’s
old, got a cane and he’s about to die. If
you know who he is and the power and
the authority and the influence that he
has with God, it’s unbelievable. He is
the untapped treasure, the secret mega
weapon that the Catholic Church has
had in the background for 2,000 years.
And now, in light of the crisis, we need to
bring out the big guns. This is the man.

DC: Why does St. Joseph make
a good patron of the Universal
Church? Why is his intercession
so important right now?
FDC: It goes basically to the roots of
what that patronage means. The root
word of patron is pater, which means
father. That was declared in 1870, and
since that time we have consistently
seen divorce rates go up as well as
fatherless families. Right now, statistics
are saying something like 52 percent of
all modern families do not have a father
— that’s more than half. We’ve known
about the spiritual motherhood of Mary
for a very long time. And it’s wonderful.
But in order to close the gap and to help
with this crisis in families, we need to
look to THE family, and especially the
head of the Holy Family and his patronage and ability to help us. That’s why I
think ever since that declaration was
made in 1870, we have seen a nonstop
increase in emphasizing the importance of St. Joseph.
DC: Why should people read this
book and engage in this consecration?
FDC: Ultimately, it’s to lead them
closer to Jesus. Just like Marian consecration, ultimately it’s to lead us closer
to Christ. That’s the same with this. And
it’s really to imitate our Lord himself. In
the New Testament, we read that Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature before
God and man under the watchful care
of his parents in his human nature, of
course. We need to do the same. We’re
not members of a single-parent spiritual family. We need to recognize that
Mary is our spiritual mother and St.
Joseph is our spiritual father. And it’s
time now for St. Joseph. It’s his time.

Presented by Fr. Timothy Gallagher, OMV
at Holy Ghost Catholic Church

This day of retreat will explore the call to holiness in daily
life through the letters of St. Thérèse, who lived a life of
heroic holiness in ordinary activities, common to all. The
day includes Mass, talks by Fr. Gallagher, quiet times of
prayer, and conversation on the theme.

holyghostchurch.org | 303-292-1556
Saturday, April 4, 2020 | 9 AM—3 PM | Holy Ghost Parish Hall
Registration: $50
Early bird discount: $40 before March 23
Half price for priests, religious, and missionaries

Light of Life
4TH ANNUAL

TEA
Benefiting Marisol Health

Saturday, April 18, 2020
10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart of Mary Church | St. Bernard Hall
6739 S. Boulder Rd. | Boulder, CO
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

MARTHA REICHERT

A proud graduate of Franciscan University,
for over three decades Martha has worked
with women in small groups where the Holy Spirit
is most operative for the transformation of souls.

Don’t miss out on the wine pull, jewelry jumble,
and silent auction all while rocking your best tea hat.
There will be a prize for best hat!
CONSECRATION TO
ST. JOSEPH
For more info, visit consecrationtostjoseph.org

For tickets, donations, or additional information, please contact:
Erika Kilbarger at ekilbarger@ccdenver.org or 720-799-9290.

ccdenver.org/marisoltea
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Nicaragua Water Crisis:
A Desperate Cry for Water
While visiting the village of Pedregal,
outside of Chinandega, Nicaragua, we
encountered a man named Jackson. Every
day, Jackson would go to Chinandega to
work as a tricycle taxi operator. As he
made his way around town, he would see
clean water gushing from hoses and open
faucets. He would see full water glasses
on café tables too. But in the evening,
when Jackson returned home, he and his
family faced an entirely different reality.
Jackson could provide his household with
only filthy water from a shallow well,
and his children would often miss school
because of the waterborne diseases they
contracted from drinking it.
Obviously, Jackson was frustrated by
the stark contrast between his situation
and that of families in the city, and it
pained him that his children did not have
regular access to clean, safe water.
“We have no other choice,” was all
Jackson could say — and, tragically, his
situation is common in rural Nicaragua.
There, in the poorer communities,
thousands of households must rely on
repugnant water sources just to survive.
In Nicaragua, nearly one-third of the
rural population still lives without access
to improved water sources. Poor families
do not have plumbing in their homes, so
they fill their buckets several times a day
from murky streams and shallow, handdug wells. Visible insects and debris often
float in the water, and even if it appears
clean, it is densely polluted by pesticideladen runoff from local farms, as well as
animal waste, insects and parasites. A lack
of proper sanitation only compounds this
issue — rural households often have crude
latrines, which leak into one another and
further contaminate the water source.
Because of this pollution, the country
is considered a high risk for waterborne
diseases such as hepatitis A and typhoid
fever. Collecting water at open sources
also leaves villagers vulnerable to
mosquitoes, which carry dengue fever,

Zika virus and chikungunya. High fevers,
stomach pains and kidney problems persist
as common issues for many poor families,
and diarrheal diseases remain a leading
cause of death for children under 5.
Making matters worse, few rural
families have access to hospitals and
medical clinics and may not be able to
receive necessary care when they are
sick. And even if they are able to reach
a doctor, they may not be able to afford
the prescribed medication. Some sick and
hurting people will trudge several miles to
the nearest medical outpost, only to turn
around and come home empty-handed.
We could attempt to provide the poor
with medications and quick-fix solutions,
but that would only put a bandage on
a much more serious issue. The best
way that we can help suffering families
is by preventing the life-threatening
illnesses that so frequently plague them,
addressing the root causes and ending
the cycle of repeated disease. Our most
surefire plan of action is to provide them
with clean, safe water sources.
Cross Catholic Outreach partners with
devoted ministries such as Amigos for
Christ in order to deliver weary families
from gastrointestinal problems and
waterborne disease. Together, we are
working to address Nicaragua’s water
crisis by providing sustainable solutions
for poor families.
For too long, families just like Jackson’s
have had no choice but to knowingly
consume contaminated water, cook with it,
bathe with it and accept the consequences
of survival. They have been forced to
barter their health just to quench their thirst.
But with our partners in the field and our
compassionate Catholic donors, we can
provide these families with long-awaited
relief. By installing professionally drilled
wells and thorough water filtration systems,
we can pump safe water directly into
poor households with the turn of a tap.
Your gift to end Nicaragua’s water

Many families must fetch contaminated water from distant rivers, stagnant ponds or
antiquated, hand-dug wells.
crisis could mean the difference between
life and death for those who are constantly
battling one bout of illness after another,
and it will vastly improve the quality
of life for poor families. Students will
be healthy enough to attend class and
perform their very best. Parents will be
free to focus on attending church, raising
their children and engaging in incomegenerating activities.
As many beneficiaries have told us,
“Water is life.” It changes everything and is
a fundamental necessity for bringing about
long-term community transformation. By
giving water, you lay the foundation for

building a bright future filled with strength
and blessing. Please join us in sharing this
gift of life with families in need!
Readers interested in supporting
Cross Catholic Outreach can use the
brochure inserted in this issue or send
tax-deductible gifts to: Cross Catholic
Outreach, Dept. AC01508, PO Box 97168,
Washington DC 20090-7168. The ministry
has a special need for partners willing
to make gifts on a monthly basis. Use the
inserted brochure to become a Mission
Partner or write Monthly Mission Partner
on mailed checks to be contacted about
setting up those arrangements.

Cross Catholic Outreach Endorsed by More Than 100 Bishops, Archbishops
Cross Catholic Outreach’s range of relief
work to help the poor overseas continues
to be recognized by a growing number of
Catholic leaders in the U.S. and abroad.
“We’ve received more than 100
endorsements from bishops and
archbishops,” explained Jim Cavnar,
president of Cross Catholic Outreach
(CCO). “They’re moved by the fact that
we’ve launched outreaches in almost 40
countries and have undertaken a variety
of projects — everything from feeding
the hungry and housing the homeless
to supplying safe water and supporting

educational opportunities for the poorest
of the poor. The bishops have also been
impressed by Cross Catholic Outreach’s
direct and meaningful response to
emergency situations, most recently by
providing food, medicines and other
resources to partners in Haiti, El Salvador
and areas of Belize impacted by natural
disasters.”
Archbishop Thomas Rodi of Mobile,
Alabama, supported this mission, writing:
“It is a privilege for me to support Cross
Catholic Outreach. This organization funds
ministries to our neighbors in need in

Africa, Asia, Central and South America,
and the Pacific. Through the generosity of
so many, the love of God is made visible
to many who are coping with the most
difficult of daily living conditions.”
In addition to praising CCO’s
accomplishments, many of the bishops
and archbishops are encouraged
that Pontifical canonical status was
conferred on the charity in September
2015, granting it approval as an official
Catholic organization. This allows
CCO to participate in the mission of the
Church and to give a concrete witness to

Gospel Charity, in collaboration with the
Holy Father.
“Your work with the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human
Development is a strong endorsement
of your partnership with the work of
the Universal Church,” Archbishop
Cordileone of San Francisco said. “By
providing hope to the faithful overseas by
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,
delivering medical relief to the sick and
shelter to the homeless, and through selfhelp projects, you are embodying the
Papal Encyclical Deus Caritas Est.”
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American Catholics Have Exciting Opportunities to Help
Impoverished Areas With the Blessing of Safe Water
“Roughly 10 percent of the world’s
population lives without ready access to
clean water. As a result, about 500,000
children die every year from diarrhea
caused by unsafe water and poor
sanitation — that’s about 1,300 children
a day. Worldwide, diarrheal diseases are
the leading killers of children under the
age of five.
“No one would deny the importance of
water to sustain life, but few of us realize
just how critical the need for this blessed
resource has become in some parts of the
developing world. It’s literally a matter of
life and death.”
With his recent statement, Cross
Catholic Outreach president Jim Cavnar
put the stark statistics of UNICEF and
the World Health Organization into
terms every American Catholic can
easily understand. A serious water crisis
threatens the world’s poorest countries,
and it should be a major concern to those
of us who value the sanctity of life.
Thankfully, the Catholic Church is
aware of this problem and has stepped
forward to act on behalf of the poor,
according to Cavnar.
“Priests and nuns serving in developing
countries are identifying the areas of
greatest need and are creating plans to help
solve the problems,” he said. “All they
lack is funding. If we can empower them
with grants of aid and with other resources,
amazing things can be accomplished.”
Cavnar’s own ministry, Cross Catholic
Outreach, was launched in 2001 with this
specific goal in mind. It rallies American
Catholics to fund specific projects overseas,
and many safe water initiatives have been
successfully implemented as a result.
In one case, tapping a spring in Haiti
allowed Cross Catholic Outreach to reduce
infant mortality in a poor, remote part of
the country.
“Catholic leaders in the village of
Cerca reported children were dying
at an alarming rate. If you visited,
you could see the funeral processions
carrying the tiny coffins. They discovered
contaminated water was the problem,
and they asked us to help find a solution.
Working together, we were able to tap
a spring and provide clean, safe water,”
Cavnar explained.
Because every area’s water problem
is different, Cross Catholic Outreach
needs to be flexible. Over the years, its
projects have included everything from
digging wells to channeling water from
springs to installing filtration systems
to providing large holding tanks for
purchased water. They also work
worldwide and have done water projects
in Africa, South and Central American
countries, the Caribbean and elsewhere.

ABOVE: Children fill their water jugs from a contaminated spring in Kenya. In many areas of the developing world, the poor depend
on contaminated water sources like this for their drinking water. BELOW: Children often miss school to collect water for their
families. Catholic donors supporting Cross Catholic Outreach’s water projects can provide safe, abundant water to impoverished
communities like these.
“This year, some of our biggest water
projects are planned for Zambia, Kenya and
Guatemala,” Cavnar said. “Of course, our
ability to take on that work will depend on
getting contributions here in the U.S.”
Cavnar is clearly grateful to American
Catholics who choose to support Cross
Catholic Outreach’s work with their
prayers and gifts, and he emphasizes their
role often, describing them as the real
heroes in every success story.
“Take the water project needed in the
Diocese of Santa Rosa de Lima, Guatemala,
for example. Drilling for water wasn’t an
option due to the terrain. So it’s an ambitious
plan that will develop a complex water and
distribution system to pump clean water
to every home in a community currently
relying on contaminated lakes and streams
for survival. The Catholic priest in the area
desperately needs it and its impact will be
profound — but it takes outside funding to
turn that dream into a reality. So, when our
Catholic benefactors support a project like
this, they are literally an answer to prayer.”
The same has been true in other
important outreaches too. Over the years,
Cross Catholic Outreach donors have
built homes, schools and clinics — and
have further blessed those outreaches
with gifts to fund medicines, school
supplies, teacher salaries and more.
“It is possible to bless people, save
lives and transform communities,” Cavnar
said. “It just takes concerned Catholics
working together to achieve those goals.”

How to Help
To fund Cross Catholic Outreach’s effort to help the
poor worldwide, use the postage-paid brochure inserted
in this newspaper or mail your gift to Cross Catholic
Outreach, Dept. AC01508, PO Box 97168, Washington
DC 20090-7168. The brochure also includes instructions
on becoming a Mission Partner and making a regular
monthly donation to this cause.
If you identify a specific aid project with your gift, 100% of the proceeds will be
restricted to be used for that specific project. However, if more is raised for the project
than needed, funds will be redirected to other urgent needs in the ministry.
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Keep it simple: Lenten
DONATE YOUR COLORADO
TAX REFUND AND SUPPORT
CATHOLIC CHARITIES!
ReFUND CO, is a new program where donors like
yourself can fund local nonprofits by donating
a portion or all of their state income tax refund.
On your Voluntary Contributions schedule write in:
STEP

STEP

STEP

Our Name:
Catholic Charities and
Community Services
of the Archdiocese
of Denver

CCSA Registration #:

Donation Amount:
Choose the amount
you would like to donate
to those in need.

1

2

20033000216

3

ccdenver.org/refund

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
Thank you for giving back to Catholic Charities.
Questions? Call 720-799-9207

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

PHOTO BY PIXABAY

BY AARON LAMBERT

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785

W

e have officially entered
the season of Lent, which
can only mean one thing:
For the next 40 days, willful suffering,
deprivation and self-denial are the
name of the game.
It sounds worse than it is. While
Lenten sacrifices aren’t necessarily
required, they are strongly encouraged. After all, these 40 days leading
up to Easter are intended as a spiritual
marathon of sorts where the finish line
is Christ’s triumphant conquering of
death. But, as we know, Christ suffered
immensely to win this victory, and we
can partake in that suffering and unite
our own to his throughout this penitential season.
Of course, this begs the question: Do
we put too much unnecessary pressure

on ourselves during Lent? How many
of us have stressed about what we’re
going to give up, and whether or not it’s
adequate enough? Is it enough to just
give up sweets or chocolate or late-night
Netflix binges, or should we be doing
more? Well, firstly, the Lord delights
in our intentionality during Lent, no
matter how big or small it may be, so
we needn’t fret too much about that.
Secondly, perhaps if Lenten sacrifices
were viewed more as acts of giving
something rather than taking something away, they would be undertaken
with greater enthusiasm and ease.
Here are four types of Lenten
“giving” that can ultimately help to
facilitate the goal of Lent: a deeper
friendship with Jesus Christ.
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giving made easy
GIVE UP SOMETHING

GIVE OF YOUR TALENTS

This is a good starting point, simply
because this is a basic form of penance,
which is what Lent is really all about. In
the simple act of giving something up
for Lent, no matter how big or small,
our priorities become known. We are
conveying to ourselves and to the world
that Christ is worth the sacrifice. Of
course, in doing so, we would do well
to heed the words of Matthew 6, which
was read on Ash Wednesday: “Take care
not to perform righteous deeds in order
that people may see them…” There’s no
need to flaunt or boast about what we’re
giving up. Do it humbly and in secret,
only for yourself and for the Lord, and
as Scripture says, “your Father who sees
in secret with repay you.”

This can almost go hand-in-hand
with giving of your time but is more
specific to the gifts and talents each
of us have individually. Are you a tech
whiz? Your parish could probably use
your help running sound or video during
Mass. Love baking? Nothing puts a smile
on someone’s face like freshly baked
cookies, whether it’s the neighbors or
pastor (of course, if they gave up sweets
for Lent, you could make something else
– homemade bread, perhaps?). God created each one of us unique with different
gifts and talents, and Lent affords a great
opportunity to figure out how we can
use these talents in service of him and
others. There are a million ways to do
this; don’t be afraid to get creative!

Sacred Heart Jesuit

iRetreat Housei
EVENTS

Silent Weekends

Prayer Days

March 20-22 – Men & Women
Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
Everyday Life

April 14
Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Joy: A Perspective on My Life

March 27-29 – Men & Women
Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Coming to Know Jesus - Luke

April 29
Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
Everyday Life

April 9-12 – Men & Women
Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
Easter Triduum
facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
www.sacredheartretreat.org

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

PHOTO BY ALFA 27 | ADOBE STOCK

GIVE OF YOUR TIME
Another way to give during Lent is
to be more intentional with your time.
Perhaps instead of watching TV, pick
up a spiritual book or even that novel
you’ve been meaning to read but never
got around to. Instead of family movie
night on the couch, sit at the table and
play a game of cards. Of course, there
are other ways to give of your time. Does
your parish have a food bank? Do you
live near a soup kitchen or homeless
shelter? Odds are, places like that are
always welcoming volunteers. Why not
go give a helping hand and meet some
new people in the process? To help
point you in the right direction, Catholic Charities keeps an updated list of
volunteer opportunities within each of
their ministries at serve.ccdenver.org.

GIVE OF YOUR RESOURCES
Last but not least, you can give in the
most traditional sense, which is also
a pillar of the Lenten season known
as almsgiving. As the USCCB puts it,
“During Lent, we are asked to focus
more intently on almsgiving, which
means donating money or goods to
the poor and performing other acts of
charity.” Lent provides a chance to do
a “spring cleaning” and give all of that
excess to people who could really benefit from it. From a financial perspective,
there are countless charities to give to
who do really great work. In fact, the
Archdiocese of Denver Office of Development can connect you to the ministries and charities closest to your heart
and help you make a special Lenten gift.
For more information about sacrificial
giving, call 303-867-0614.

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR RENOVATION TRUST FUND EXTERIOR PRESERVATION
NEEDED $1,635,000
$20 MILLION
NEEDED $1,950,000

Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Paint Interior
$1,240,000
Carpet Replacement
$45,000
Security Cameras
$150,000

INTERIOR &
GROUND PROJECTS
SPENT TO DATE:
$785, 000
Funding
Sources:
Savings
$750,000
Interior Fund
$35,000

All donations are tax deductible

Transepts &
North Facade
$1,200,000
Rectory Leaking
Roof Recontruction
$750,000

EXTERIOR
PROJECTS
SPENT TO DATE:
$4,768,000
Funding
Sources:
Savings
$3,300,000
AOD Funded
$550,000
Restoration Fund
$918,000
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Archbishop to new transitional
deacons:

Look to the examples of
Sts. Peter and Joseph

Archbishop reminded the six newly-ordained transitional deacons that
their vocation began at the time of baptism, and encouraged them to be
strong witnesses in their preaching and celibate life, during his homily
Feb. 22. PHOTOS BY DANIEL PETTY
BY AARON LAMBERT

O

n Feb. 22, the Feast of the Chair
of St. Peter, Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila ordained six men to
the transitional diaconate during a
Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
Marking this important step toward
the priesthood were John Alemeida,
who is studying at Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary; John Croghan,
who is studying at Pope St. John XXIII
National Seminary in Weston, Mass.;
Sean Conroy, Anthony Davis and John
Stapleton, who are all studying at St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary;
and Peter Srsich, who is studying at the
Pontifical North American College in
Rome.
In his homily, Archbishop Aquila
noted the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter
and spoke of the readings for the day,
taken from the book of Jeremiah.
“In our readings for today, we hear
the Lord speak to the prophet Jeremiah, and he speaks to you too,” the
archbishop told the men. “‘I formed
you. I dedicated you. I appointed you.

I send you. I command you. I am with
you to deliver you. I place my words in
your mouth.’ And all of those point to
action of God in your lives.”
In meditating on these words, Archbishop Aquila said, it becomes apparent
that the vocations of the six men – and
each of God’s children – was God’s will
from the beginning.
“You, my beloved sons, your vocation
began at the time of your baptism. And
that is true for each and every one of us,”
he asserted. “In making us at our baptism his beloved sons and daughters in
Jesus Christ, the Lord pours out his love
upon us, unconditionally and freely.”
Citing the Gospel of Matthew, Archbishop Aquila explained that even
today, there is still confusion about
who Christ is, but as Christians, we
must look to the example of Peter and
the apostles, who states, “You are the
Christ, son of the living God.”
This is a proclamation all sons and
daughters of God must make, the archbishop said, and in doing so, we “respond
that Jesus is the son of the living God.
That he is the Lord. That he is the savior.
He is the redeemer. He is the brother

DEACON JOHN CROGHAN

DEACON ANTHONY DAVIS

Deacon John Croghan grew up
on a farm near Hudson, Colo. He
was one of seven children, and he
remembers being outside a lot
with his brothers and sisters.
After high school, at the age of 19,
he began attending seminary. However, after a time, he decided to
leave and instead pursue a degree
in Mechanical Engineering, which
he got. He spent the next 16 years
working in the aerospace industry.
Eventually, he felt the Lord calling him back to the seminary.
I was encouraged by a lot of people
telling me I should try, and my family
and Knights of Columbus council,“
Deacon Croghan said. “I think it is
important to tell people when they
think they have a vocation, the reminders reinforce God’s vocational call.”
Since his call to the priesthood came
a little later in life, deacon Croghan
has been studying at Pope St. John
XXIII Seminary in Boston, which
specializes in later vocations.
A strong devotion to the Blessed
Mother and St. Joseph has been an
important part of Deacon Croghan’s
vocation. He also looks to the examples if Sts. Patrick, Brigid and Colm, as
well as the Venerable Fulton Sheen.
As he prepares to become a
priest, Deacon Croghan is most
excited about celebrating the sacraments, being with God’s people
and sharing Christ’s message.
“It is such rewarding work and I am
blessed to be a part of it, he said.”

Deacon Anthony Davis was born and
raised Catholic. Because of his father
being in in the Air Force, he and his
family had to move several times during
his childhood, something Deacon
Davis took as a blessing in his life.
While attending the Colorado State
University, he encountered a FOCUS
(Fellowship of Catholic University Students) missionary who had a huge
impact on him. With the missionary’s
support, his Catholic Fraternity (Phi
Kappa Theta), his pastor, and his parents’ influence, Deacon David was able

and friend. And it is living in that relationship and believing it and trusting it
and opening our hearts to receive it that
we discover our vocation.”
The archbishop then urged the men
to always remember the vocation to
which the Lord has called them, that it
is not their own will that they should
seek to do, but the will of the father.
“In your preaching, you must have
confidence in the Holy Spirit and in

the words given to the prophet by God:
‘I place my words in your mouth,’”
Archbishop Aquila said. “You are not
to preach your opinion. You are not to
preach your personal preferences. You
are not to lead people astray. You are to
lead them into the truth of Jesus Christ.
You are to lead them into the encounter
with Jesus. You are to preach Jesus’s
words. And certainly, you are to use
personal examples of where you have

to discern a call to enter the seminary,
but with just a little desire to be a priest.
“I entered seminary expecting God to
tell me I was not called to the priesthood, but then, during the Spirituality Year at St. John Vianney, God not
only called me to the priesthood,
but he put on my heart the desire
to serve the men and women of the
Military Services as well,” he said.
His parents never gave up either.
With prayers and huge support from them, Deacon Anthony
found his true spiritual path.
“They never gave up on me when I was
going down the wrong path in high
school and college. I firmly believe
the prayers of my parents, specifically
my mother, are the reason I was able
to discern this incredible vocation.”
Deacon Davis hopes to continue to
give his life in service to the Church
and participate in God’s work.
“The call to the priesthood is a complete gift, and I am so grateful to
have been called,” he concluded.
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DEACON JOHN ALMEIDA

DEACON SEAN CONROY

DEACON PETER SRSICH

DEACON JOHN STAPLETON

Deacon John Almeida was raised in the
rural town of Heath in western Massachusetts. The fourth of eight children, he
remembers faith being a central part of
his family and his upbringing. His father
taught him the value of hard work, praying and the importance of Sunday Mass.
At the age of 12, Deacon Almeida’s
mother died in an automobile accident,
leaving his father to raise the eight children on his own, whose ages ranged
from 17 to one. This put a huge strain on
Deacon Alemeida’s father, whose health
began to decline, and it also put a strain
on his own relationship with the Lord.
“I became very embittered and closed
to the Lord and in many ways also to
my family members,” Deacon Alemeida
sad. “I still went to Mass and prayed at
home, but my heart was far from the
Lord. I looked for happiness in having
money, success, having friends and
being educated, but I wasn’t at peace
and couldn’t fill the void in my heart.”
This all changed when he became part
of a Neocatechumenal Way community.
“It was through the Neocatechumenal
Way community that I discovered my
vocation,” Deacon Almeida said. “It
was the place that I first ever heard the
words that God loved me as a sinner.”
Deacon Almeida is excited to partake
in the moments of grace which the
Lord uses the priest to facilitate.
“I am really looking forward to being
a part of the most precious moments
of peoples’ lives, whether that is the
baptism of a child, a wedding, or even
a funeral, they are all special moments
of grace where the love of God for
man can be made manifest,” he said.

A Colorado native, Deacon Sean Conroy
grew up attending Protestant schools
all the way through middle school.
Although he didn’t grow up attending
Mass every week, he was naturally drawn
to Scripture and religion. But it wasn’t
until he went to Mullen High School
when he had a conversion experience.
Inspired by his Confirmation sponsor,
Deacon Conroy began his journey and
deepened his faith and relationship
with God during his four years in high
school. In his freshman year, he attended
a Confirmation retreat, in which he had
the opportunity to go through the sacrament of Reconciliation, encountered
God and had one of the most powerful spiritual experiences of his life.
“The peace and joy that I experienced
is indescribable, not to mention the
freedom from the shame, embarrassment, and guilt that I experienced
as the priest spoke those words: I
absolve you of your sins,” Deacon
Conroy told the Denver Catholic.
During his senior year in high school,
as he attended adoration and prayer
at his home parish, St. Frances Cabrini,
he heard his call to priesthood. After
high school, he entered the seminary.
“I began to ask God, ‘what do you
want me to do with my life?’ God
would always flood me with grace,
joy, peace, his love, and with the
answer ‘priesthood.’ After much arguing with God, He gave me the courage to accept this call,” he said.

For Deacon Peter Srsich, the idea that
he might be called to the priesthood
touched home as he witnessed a priestly
ordination his sophomore year in high
school. Growing up in Genesee, Colo.,
and being involved in youth group and
music ministry at Christ the King Church
in Evergreen, brought to him the idea
of a vocation, but never before had it
become so personal to him. Years later,
he joined the seminary, as he realized
his desire for the priesthood grew.
As his time to become a priest
approaches, he is most excited to celebrate the sacraments. “God gives a
special mission to His priests to baptize,
to confect the Eucharist, to witness
marriages, to absolve sins, to anoint the
dying, and to pour out grace in countless other ways throughout the day.
These are the most incredible gifts that
God gives to us and I cannot wait to be
an instrument for Him to continue to
bless His children in this way”, he said.
The Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Maximillian Kolbe and Blessed Chiara “Luce”
Badano are among the figures who
have deeply influenced him. Chiara,
who was diagnosed with terminal
cancer and died at a young age, played
a special role because he himself was
diagnosed with cancer at the age of 16.
“Her example and intercession give me
the strength whenever I am in need,”
he said. “When she had absolutely
nothing left in this world, she is remembered as saying, ‘I have everything.’”

The Blessed Virgin Mary played a
unique role in Deacon John Stapleton’s
vocation story – and at a time when
he still had a girlfriend. As he sought
to grow in his faith in order to better
defend it, he came across The Secret
of the Rosary by St. Louis de Monfort,
a book that changed the way he saw
prayer and the devotion of the rosary.
“As I grew deeper in the devotion [of
the rosary], I felt the Lord inviting me
to open myself up more and more to
him, to give myself to Him,” he said.
He decided to attend a series of meetings for young adults interested in the
priesthood. At one of these meetings,
he remembers feeling great peace
and wonder at the simple question:
“What goes on at the seminary?” “That
[wonder] made me want to enter the
seminary, to give it a shot and see if
it was really my vocation,” he said.
He is looking forward to celebrating
Mass and the sacrament of Reconciliation when he is ordained to the
priesthood, but he is also enjoying the
gift of consolation God has given him
through his diaconate ordination.
“It’s a great joy and a great grace
[to become a deacon] – especially
getting to the moment of the ordination, and in that moment being filled
with much confidence and peace, as
well as seeing God bring about the
good work that he’s done in my life,
bringing that to fruition,” he said.

encountered Christ, helping people to
see that, yes, in 2020, it is possible to
encounter Jesus Christ.”
In the wake of media reports on
Querida Amazonia and the question of
priestly celibacy, Archbishop Aquila
urged the men to accept their celibacy
as gift from Jesus Christ, so that they
can offer their vocation as a self-gift for
God’s people.
“The priesthood is not functional, it

is sacramental. And so, too, is celibacy,”
the archbishop told the men. “You give
witness to the truth and to the world
that the virtue of chastity can be lived.
In this sex-crazed culture that we live
in, it needs more than ever that witness
to the gift of chastity and to how to live
that virtue and the incredible freedom
and joy that it gives you.”
In the struggle of celibacy, the archbishop suggested the newly ordained

men to look to the example of St.
Joseph, who he said is the “best example of spiritual fatherhood and what it
means to be a father as a celibate.”
“St. Joseph was called by the Father
to be the father of Jesus in his humanity,
and in that call, he responded wholeheartedly,” Archbishop Aquila said.
“He became the protector of Jesus and
Mary and he lived that out in his lifetime. That encounter with Joseph can

teach us what it means to be a spiritual
father. Listening to the words of Jesus,
‘I have come not to do my own will, but
the will of the Father. My very food is
the will of the Father.’ St. Joseph was
obedient to that.
“You are making a lifelong commitment today,” the archbishop concluded.
“Stay faithful to Jesus in that. Remain
strong and steadfast in Jesus.”
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Parish Spotlight

Historic
Denver
church
is
the
‘heart
of
the
city’
St. Elizabeth of Hungary known for serving the homeless, less fortunate
largest and oldest ministries at St.
Elizabeth of Hungary, in which active
volunteers and members of the parish
gather every morning and prepare
n the heart of the Auraria Campus
food to give to homeless people in
in downtown Denver is St. Elizthe area. They serve meals to over
abeth of Hungary, one of the
150 homeless people each day for
city’s most iconic churches. It is
364 days a year — Christmas Day
not uncommon to see believers
being the only exception.
and non-believers in the parish
The poor and hungry are
due to all of its remarkable
served a meal from 11 a.m. to
characteristics, starting with
noon daily. Each person that
its unique location.
goes through the line is treated
Established in 1878, St.
with respect and dignity and
Elizabeth is one of the more SPOTLIGHT served with no questions
unique long-standing hisasked. In 2019, over 45,000
toric churches in Denver. The
meals were served.
beautiful exterior and unique archi“It is a great blessing for me to serve
tecture are what draw people in. Its as Pastor of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary
162-foot bell tower is what dominates Church since becoming a Mission to the
the Auraria neighborhood. However, Cathedral in 2016,” Father Ron Cattany
besides its beauty, what really stands told the Denver Catholic.
out at St. Elizabeth are the ministries
St. Elizabeth also has a special conthat reach out to the less fortunate.
nection with some saints and servants of
The sandwich line is one of the God. Servant of God Julia Greeley served
BY ROCIO MADERA

rocio.madera@archden.org

I

PARISH

ACROSS

1

Recent pope,
affectionately

5
9
14
15
16

Person in authority
The start of an oak
Pull down

44 Meetings
46 Nahum follower (abbr.)
47 Cod relative
48 Adjective for Esau
52 202, in ancient Rome
55 “We are many parts,
we are all one ___…”

Writer Wiesel

Jesus was in the tomb 56 A ___ on your house
for these many days
57 Relaxes
17 Interval
59 ___ of milk and honey

18 Liquid measure
19 Confronts
20 Watched the baby
21 Cries of discovery
22 Friends
23 Selected by vote
25 Nazareth, to Jesus
28 Church seat
29 Bleak
33 The Evil One
36 Loom-made
37 Broadcast to the
world (abbr.)

38 Goes to court
39 Howled
40 Salamander
41 As yet unscheduled,

60 Mtg.
61 Farewell, from Juan
62 The duck in “Peter
and the Wolf”

63 Inheritor
64 Okays
65 Give notice
66 Medieval Spanish chest
DOWN

1 ___ tree
2 Adjective for the
Bishop of Rome

3 Angry
4 There was no room

5
6
briefly
7
42 “…a chosen race, a ___ 8
priesthood” (1 Pet 2:9) 9
43 The house of a parson

here

Lot, to Abraham
Greek epic poem
Cartons
Court unit
US Justice Dept.
agency

10
11
12
13
21

Oratory
Killer whale
Go for a spin?
Promontory
“A dillar, a dollar, ___
o’clock scholar”

24 IRS experts
25 Lean-to
26 Pundit’s page
27 “For us ___, and for
our salvation…”

29 DC Catholic university
team

30 Balanced
31 Plants
32 Satisfy
33 They travel at speeds

From left to right, Lynda Collins, Scott London, Leslie London and Kelly
Henninger serve sandwiches to the homeless during sandwich line ministry at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Catholic Church on Feb. 23, 2020. PHOTO BY DAN PETTY

the poor each month at St. Elizabeth.
In addition, during her time in Denver
between 1902 and 1912, Mother Cabrini
also included St. Elizabeth on her donation circuit.
“My blessing is doubled serving at
the only Church in Colorado attended
by two Servants of God,” added Father
Cattany.
Even though the traditional
1

2

Higgins Clark

that was home of the
tribe of Ephraim

6

7

8

9
16

17

18

19

21

20
23

33

25

24

34

26

36

31

32

50

51

46

57

48

49

55

54

56

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

57

30

43

45

53

13

40

42

41

12

37

39

38

11

27

29

35

44

10

22

28

34 French department
35 Mr. Mack, and others
36 “Fort” diocese in

45 Old Testament town

5
15

52

39 ___ of Genesis
40 Apprehends
42 Narrow inlet
43 Catholic author ___

4

14

greater than the
speed of sound
(abbr.)

Indiana

3

neighborhood for St. Elizabeth was
destroyed by urban renewal in the late
1960s, the church still lies in its strategic location.
“The historic bells of St. Elizabeth
toll for those who want to pray, those
who want to learn, those who society
considers invisible, and those who want
to serve,” Father Cattany concluded.
“St. Elizabeth is the heart of the city.”

58

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

46 Some years of Jesus’
life

48 “___ your father and

49 The ___ Room, where
the disciples experienced the Holy Spirit

50 Theme

your mother”

51 Not needed

(Deut 5:16)

52 Stuff of creation

53 Set of principles
54 Hip bones
55 Small yeast cake
58 Military sign-up org.
59 Not high
60 “I got it!”
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Get Involved
MARCH

MARCH

Catholic Women’s
Conference

Lenten Workshop on
Forgiveness
21 3/21 - 3/22, Lanteri Center, 416 22nd St., Denver,
$40. In this two-day interactive workshop, participants
will learn what leads to the peacefulness and holistic
benefits of forgiveness. Participants will learn how to
forgive — whether the hurtful event has been in the
past, or continues in the present. Registration is
required; to register and for more info, visit omvusa.org/
lanteri-center/about-us/upcoming-events.
MARCH

Retrouvaille of Denver
28 8 a.m., CU South Denver Event Center, 10035 S Peoria St., Lone Tree, $65.
Women will encounter Christ in His suffering, death and hope in His resurrection this
Lenten season through inspiring speakers, sharing in fellowship with Catholic women,
and participating in the Sacrament of Confession and the Eucharist at the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. To register, visit denvercatholicconference.com/women. For
registration questions, please contact Megan at 303-907-9005. This is an 18+ event for
women only.

27 3/27 - 3/29, Contact for location,
$250. Retrouvaille is a lifeline for
marriages, a program for couples with
marital problems that want marriage
help. No matter how much you are
hurting, no marriage is beyond hope.
For more information or to register,
contact us at 303-317-5111 or
Retrouvaille.CO@gmail.com.

Pray. Fast. Give.

With your donation, help carry
the cross of those in need.
As you reflect on His sacrifice
this Lenten season, please put
your faith into action by giving
a generous gift of compassion
to families facing homelessness.

Donate at ccdenver.org/easter

720-799-9311
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TV MASS WEEKLY ON CHANNEL 12
PBS 12 (Fromerly Colorado Public Television)
SUNDAY, MARCH 15
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Matt Magee
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
6:30 a.m. English,
Msgr. Schmitz
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

SUNDAY, APRIL 5
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

(Formerly Colorado
Public Television)

Channel 12
6:30 am in English
7:00 am in Spanish

HOLY FAMILY ALTAR & ROSARY
SPRING SALE - Enjoy our cinnamon

rolls & baked goods and shop for
household treasures and handmade
crafts!! Sat. March 28th, 8am-6pm and
Sun. March 29th, 9am-noon at the
parish center, 4377 Utica St., Denver.

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885

thecatholicfoundation.com
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Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way,
Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village,
CO 80111

303.468.9885

PAPAL INTENTION:
MARCH 2020

OLINGER CROWN HILL - Easily
accessible eye level location. Internal
Hope Garden Mausoleum companion
crypt. Inside Phase 3, B Level. Current
value $16,000 (Valued at $17,225). Call
303-279-0594. LP

on ecological vocations, St. Bernadette
Lakewood, weekly, Mon-Wed during
Lent. stbernadettelakewood.org/
commonhome for info, or view us live
Tuesday evenings on Facebook.

COLUMBINE CHORALE PRESENTS
MISHMASS!! See ad at bottom of

this page.

DONATIONS NEEDED

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for anyone in need
in our community. Donate DME items
or borrow wheelchairs, walkers, bath
benches, hospital beds and more. Visit
DominicanHHA.org or call 720-770-8470
for more information.

thecatholicfoundation.com
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Two side-by-side plots in older historic
area with large trees. Sect. 9, Block 3, Lot
1A, Gr 3 & 4. $7200 OBO. Please call Darek
at 720-933-2595. DP

LAUDATO SI’ 5TH ANNIV. COURSE

Revitalize your marriage! Focus on
each other away from distractions. For
dates: wwme.org or 720-213-8833.

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY

Please donate:

PRAYERS

MOUNT OLIVET

MOUNT OLIVET - One or two sideby-side, 2nd tier, outside crypts, facing
east in the Mother Cabrini Maus #1.
$5,995 ea OBO, incl trans fee. Call or text
Joe 303-241-3399. Email joe@zzmail.me

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support of our viewers.

home in Centennial. Includes kitchen
privileges. Convenient to bus lines and
shopping. Seeking reliable female nonsmoker; $600/mo. Call 303-795-8865.

IN THANKSGIVING

ONLINE

with the support
of our viewers.

BEDROOM FOR RENT in private

plots, lovely old section, Sec. Circle C, Block
O, Lot O, Graves 29, 30. Available immediately, $10,000 for both, includes transfer
fees. Call 303-708-8087. EAP

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE
ENCOUNTER WEEKEND!!

AND NOW

on the
Archdiocese
of Denver
channel on

CEMETERY PROPERTY
MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side

Cynthia.ONeill@archden.org
Business/Advertising Manager

VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

FOR RENT

HELP PREVENT LATE-TERM
ABORTION IN COLORADO:
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

Help us gather signatures to get
Proposition 120 on November’s ballot.
Go to DueDateTooLate.com, or call
303-995-8810 for details. This initiative
is supported by Archbishop Aquila and
the Archdiocese of Denver.

Director of Publications

EVENTS

Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call today: 303-456-6898

Thank you, St. Jude, for prayers
answered. In all things I will make
your name known and cause you to be
invoked. JSL

Catholics in China: We pray that the
Church in China may persevere in its
faithfulness to the Gospel and grow
in unity.

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Our Lady of Sheshan, sustain all those
in China, who, amid their daily trails,
continue to believe, to hope, to love.
May they never be afraid to speak
ofJesus to the world, and of the world
to Jesus. In the statue overlooking
the Shrine you lift your Son on high,
offering him to the world with open
arms in a gesture of love. Help Catholics
always to be credible witnesses to this
love, ever clinging to the rock of Peter
on which the Church is built. Mother of
China and all Asia, pray for us, now and
for ever. Amen!
- Composed by Pope Benedict XVI Visit the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network at PopesPrayerUSA.net

OLINGER CROWN HILL - Two
adjacent full casket crypts in the chapel
area of the Tower of Memories. There
are no other crypts available in this
sold out mausoleum. Current value is
$55,000 for the pair, however, serious
lower offers will be entertained. No
funeral services incl. Contact Glenn c/o
Regis Jesuit H.S. at 303-269-8041 or
gchurchill@regisjesuit.com
OLINGER CROWN HILL - Proceeds
will benefit the Society of St Vincent
de Paul Denver Metro Council & its 32
conferences. Four plots for sale!!
Two adjoining plots in Blk 68, Row
177, Lot D, Sps 3&4. Asking $6,500 ea
& trans fee $595 ea. Also, 2 adjoining
plots in Blk 5, Row 118, Lot D, Sps 1&2.
Asking $6,000 ea & trans fee $595 ea.
Email svdpden@outlook.com or call
303-960-9163.
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AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

CONTRACTOR

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all
your construction needs.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners
& water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned
& operated since 1957. Members of St.
Joseph Church for 40+ yrs. Please call
303-571-1171, No.CO 970-482-7520. For
important info & latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CLEANING SERVICES
RELAX WHILE WE CLEAN!!
We are a consistent, high quality cleaning
service. Call & get 50% off (15% off on
1st and 3rd cleaning; 20% on 4th or 5th
cleaning). Call 720-296-1905.

EDE CAN DO IT!!
Great house cleaning
20 years experience
Remarkable references
Call Ede at 303-263-5849

CONCRETE
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios & sidewalks. Small jobs
welcome. Senior discount. References.

Call today! 303-429-0380

CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!

Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

• TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells

720-320-1841 Family business - Senior
discount, free estimates. Call us today!

QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOORS

Install l Refinish l Sand l Repair
Laminate l Vinyl Plank l Solid Wood
Call us at 720-641-1715
Email: americanflooringin@gmail.com

HANDYMAN
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, REPAIRS
Tile, paint and floors
Kitchens, basements, baths
Cheaper than a plumber
Call 303-668-3973

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED
& INSURED - Free estimates. Residen-

tial or commercial, big or small, we do it
all. Quality work at a competitive price.
Call B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no
answer, lv a message; I WILL return
your call.

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST
PRICES - 303-249-8221

Also, remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business; Senior discount. Free estimates.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

PATIOS
BEAUTIFUL PATIOS, BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

ELECTRICAL
CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,

FLOORING, CONT’D

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements. Free
estimates. Call 720-320-1841

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances,
TVs, mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc.
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

ROOF REPAIR

Disposals, faucets, water pressure
valves, drain cleaning, pipes, water
heaters, sump pumps, toilets, sprinkler
repair & install. www.vertecservices.
com for coupons!!

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR – Repairs are all I do! Wind

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

SPRINKLERS & SOD

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST - Free

estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

REMODELING
MDK REMODELING

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - Spring Special:

PAINTING

ROOFING COMPANIES

BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING – Interior or exterior

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS – Quality work at a fair

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

house painting or remodeling. Free
estimates. Senior discount. Imagine
Painting - 720-320-1841

**READERS**
Please research
advertisers carefully
before purchasing
any product or
service advertised.
Publication of
advertisements
does not indicate
endorsement by the
Denver Catholic.

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

PLUMBING

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.
com or call 303-463-8200.

**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of June!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 19 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021.

ROOFING COMPANIES,
CONT’D
Free estimates. Roofing Contractor.
Local company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business. Free estimates; senior discount.

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

Service Directory |

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.

Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, &
sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TILE
TILE OR REMODELING

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

TREE SERVICES
TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL
- Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed
and trash hauled away. General yard
clean-up services too. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Please call
303-429-0380.

YARD WORK
YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!

Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Please call
303-429-0380.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED
ST. THOMAS MORE GIFT SHOP,
PART TIME - Friendly, reliable person

w/strong customer service, sales and
merchandising skills needed. Prior retail
exp. a plus. Weekends required. Email
Joanie at joaniez@stthomasmore.org

FINANCE OFFICER - for the Diocese
of Colorado Springs to manage all
financial, employee benefit, and information technology functions.
Candidate must be a practicing Catholic
in good standing as this is a canonical
appointment. Possess MBA in finance,
acctg. organization & mgmt., or CPA
with Chief of Operations exp and at
least 5 yrs. of senior leadership, managerial, & administrative leadership in
a non-profit organization, preferably
the Catholic Church. Knowledge of
employee benefits & information systems required. See www.diocs.org/jobs.
Scan & email application and resume to
hr@diocs.org, or mail to 228 N. Cascade
Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903, Attn:
HR. Call 719-636-2345 for questions.
DHHA SEEKING CLINICAL
NURSE SUPERVISOR - Dominican

Home Health Agency seeks a dynamic
RN to serve as a Clinical Supervisor to
provide leadership for the In-Home
Care program, manage nursing staff,
and ensure ongoing quality care
for our patients! Contact Dan today
to learn how you can become a
part of our dedicated team! Call
720-770-8461 or send an email to
dgrey@dominicanhha.org.

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER PARISH INTERNAL AUDITOR

Plan & perform on-site reviews of
parishes, schools, missions and
institutions. This position involves
significant regional travel. Bachelor’s
degree required; CPA/MBA or equivalent
experience is preferred. Experience in
operational finance, financial analysis
and/or financial planning and a mix of
both external & internal audit experience is preferred. Successful candidate
will be technically competent and proficient with Microsoft Word and Excel.
We seek a fully initiated Catholic in the
communion of the Church. A complete
job description, list of qualifications,
and application instructions are posted
at https://www.archden.org/careers.

A green throwback with many thanks
In case you didn’t’ notice, the masthead of this paper’s
cover is green – a throwback to the very first issue of the
Denver Catholic published on St. Patrick’s Day in 1900.
This year, the Denver Catholic celebrates 120 years of
keeping its readers informed about the Catholic Church
of northern Colorado, and it’s because of your faithful
readership that we can continue to do so. So, from the bottom
of our hearts, thank you! May the Lord bless you during this next year.
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Perspectives

Doubling down on a bad deal

P

erseverance on a difficult but
noble path is a virtue. Stubbornness when confronted by
irrefutable evidence of a grave mistake is a vice. The latter would seem
an apt characterization
GEORGE of a letter
WEIGEL sent on Ash
WednesThe Catholic Difference
day to the
George Weigel is a
entire Coldistinguished senior
lege of Carfellow of the Ethics and
dinals by its
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
new Dean,
Cardinal
Giovanni Battista Re. In that letter
— his first official act as Dean — Cardinal Re reprimands the redoubtable
Cardinal Joseph Zen, SDB, emeritus
bishop of Hong Kong, for his criticisms of the agreement the Vatican
made with the People’s Republic of
China in 2018.
The bloom is off the Chinese rose
just about everywhere in the world.
So it is more than disturbing that the
Holy See should be doubling down on
what everyone (except those directly
involved in cutting it) thinks is a very
bad deal: bad, because it allows the
Chinese Communist Party to nominate candidates for bishop, which the
Holy See can then approve or reject.
Why is the bloom off the Chinese

rose? Why are China and its “model”
no longer lauded in the global commentariat? The initial Chinese mishandling (and worse) of COVID-19,
the coronavirus, has had an impact.
Before anyone had heard of COVID19, however, there was mounting
concern about the intentions and
brutality of the Chinese communist
regime: about its herding Uighurs
into concentration camps; about its
assaults on religious communities,
including the defacing and demolition
of Catholic churches after the accord
with the Holy See was signed; about its
aggressive military moves in the South
China Sea; about its creation of an
Orwellian internal security apparatus
through facial-recognition technology; about its ranking the Chinese citizenry according to their political reliability (meaning their acquiescence
to what the Chinese Communist
Party dictates); about its international
espionage, often conducted behind
the cover of putatively independent
technology companies like Huawei;
about its relentless digital attacks on
Taiwan; and about the global Chinese
“Belt-and-Road” initiative, which
financially shackles Third World
countries to the Beijing regime.
Yet nary a public word has been
spoken by Vatican diplomacy about
any of this.

What is most disturbing about
Cardinal Re’s letter, however, is its
claim that the 2018 Vatican-China
agreement is in continuity with the
diplomacy of John Paul II and Benedict XVI. To my understanding, that
is simply not right — or at best, it’s a
distortion of the historical record in
service to defending what can’t be
defended on the merits.
Yes, John Paul II and Benedict XVI
sought ways to unite the Church in
China. But neither was prepared to
do so at the expense of the Church’s
right to order its internal life by Catholic criteria. Both John Paul II and
Benedict XVI could have had a deal
in which the Chinese government
would propose candidates for bishop,
which the Vatican would then accept
or veto. Both popes declined to accept
any such arrangement, not only
because it contradicted the teaching of Vatican II in its Decree on the
Pastoral Office of the Bishops in the
Church and Canon 377.5 of the Code
of Canon Law, but because they knew
that that concession would weaken
the Church’s evangelical mission in
China. The deal Cardinal Re defends
is not in a line of continuity with the
policy of John Paul II and Benedict
XVI: it is an even worse deal than the
deal those popes would not make. For
it concedes nominating power to the

Chinese Community Party, which
manages religious affairs in China,
not the Chinese government. And
that is, in a word, intolerable.
Cardinal Re’s defense of the indefensible is a last gasp of the old Vatican Ostpolitik, the failed policy of
making concessions to totalitarian
regimes that did much damage to the
Church in east central Europe during
the 1970s. Italian Vatican diplomats
still defend that policy, claiming
absurdly that it set the table for the
Revolution of 1989 and the fall of the
Berlin Wall. But what did the Ostpolitik actually accomplish? It made the
Hungarian hierarchy a wholly-owned
subsidiary of the Hungarian Communist Party, gutting the Church’s
evangelical credibility in the process.
It demoralized Catholicism in what
was then Czechoslovakia. It put
unnecessary pressure on the Church
in Poland. And it facilitated the deep
penetration of the Vatican by communist secret intelligence services.
Cardinal Re’s letter laments that
the path forward for the Catholic
Church in China is difficult and complex. Who could doubt it? That path is
not made easier, however, by making
unbecoming concessions to thugs —
or by calling out fellow-cardinals who
challenge the 2018 Vatican-China
deal because it does precisely that.

St. Joseph is the great exemplar of Lenten virtues

L

ike most Christians throughout the first 1,400 years of the
Church, many today can treat
St. Joseph as an afterthought or some
kind of ancient “player-to-be-namedlater” in
a package
FATHER
ROGER J. deal for
LANDRY the young
virgin to
Guest Column
whom
Father Roger J. Landry
he was
is the national chaplain
espoused.
for Catholic Voices
His role
USA and a priest of the
Diocese of Fall River.
as “foster
father” of
Jesus can often be regarded as an
expendable accessory.
As Matthew’s and Luke’s genealogies show us, however, St. Joseph
was the penultimate piece in a divine
cascade stretching all the way back to
King David, Abraham and even Adam,
and it was through him that Jesus,
under Jewish law and mentality,

would be a descendent of David. If
we were to ask Jesus and Mary, I’m
convinced that they would want us to
grow to love Joseph just as they did.
We are celebrating the 150th
anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s
naming St. Joseph as the patron of
the universal Church. It’s a special
sesquicentennial that should influence everything the Church does this
year, especially the way we prepare
for and celebrate the Solemnity of St.
Joseph on March 19.
And insofar as March 19 always
falls within the 40 days of Lent, it is
important to learn how to grow in
devotion to St. Joseph during the
Lenten season. St. Joseph is a great
exemplar for us of Lenten virtues that
we do well to ponder and emulate.
He first teaches us about the
silence needed in Lent. The state
of the desert is meant to be one of
exterior and interior silence, when
we remove ourselves from the

distractions that crowd our lives with
so much noise that we can’t hear God
and so much clutter that we can’t see
him. St. Joseph is a man of silence,
who didn’t speak a word in sacred
Scripture. Silence is a form of asceticism. It’s not so much an emptying
but an active listening to the God who
in silence speaks. In 2005, Pope Benedict stated that in a world like ours,
which does not foster quiet and recollection, we all need to be “infected”
with St. Joseph’s silence so that we
can hear God’s voice.
Second, St. Joseph teaches us
about the obedience Lent cultivates.
On Palm Sunday, St. Paul tells us,
“Have the save mindset that is in
Christ Jesus, who … humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of
death, death on a Cross” (Philippians
2:5-8). Lent is about learning to obey
as Christ obeyed. St. Joseph shows
us the way. We see his prompt obedience in his response to God who

PHOTO BY PIXABAY

spoke to him in dreams not to be
afraid to receive Mary into his home,
to arise and flee with Jesus and Mary
to Egypt, and to return with them to
Galilee. It would have been easy for
Joseph, even in a pre-Freudian age,
to deconstruct these dreams according to the standard of his conscious
desires. Each dream was asking him
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Go to confession this Lent, it is beautiful and practical

S

ome time ago I was speaking at
a large Catholic conference and
the organizers had put some
time for confession into the program,
so I joined with the other priests
and spent a couple of hours hearing
confessions.

There were nearly a thousand
people signed up for the conference,
so all around the room there were
long lines of ordinary people waiting
to make their confession.
In seeing this, I thought of the
sheer practicality, dignity and grace of
this beautiful sacrament.
Here were probably five or six
hundred people who had the opportunity for someone to listen to them.
They were able to consult with
(hopefully) a wise, cheerful, welltrained man who even for a couple of
minutes would give them his undivided attention, help them see things
more clearly, point the way through

the thicket of their problems and
assure them that they were loved and
accepted for who they are.
This was not some sort of shallow
self-help pep rally, but a down-toearth, dignified, simple and personal
connection for ordinary people.
They don’t need umpteen sessions
of psychoanalysis. They don’t need
expensive treatments. They just need
a bit of help, a bit of guidance, a bit of
forgiveness, a bit of attention, a bit of
love.
These were ordinary people with
ordinary broken hearts, broken marriages, broken relationships, broken
lives and broken hopes. These were
ordinary folks who wouldn’t normally
run to see someone with their problems full of self-pity. Instead, they
were doing the best they can, seeking
God, seeking holiness, seeking happiness, seeking all that is beautiful,
good and true.
But of course, confession is more
than therapy for people with low
self-esteem.
On the contrary, these were not
humiliated people groveling before a
fearsome God. They were people with
great dignity and maturity, for one of
the most dignified and fully human
things you can do is to admit you are
not totally together and you need
help. It is not a sign of weakness, but

a sign of strength and self-reliance
and true self-respect to say, “I can do
better than that.” It is a full human
and mature thing to say, “I am better
than that, and I’m going to find forgiveness and pick myself up and try
again and if I need to — to get some
help.”
Everybody who has ever become
great and done great things has come
to that point.
What each person also got was a
sacrament. The sacraments, remember, are a physical means of grace.
They got a pat on the back, a quiet
word, a smile, a gentle hug, a bit of
encouragement from another human
being — Jesus in the form of a priest.
The ordinariness of this sacrament

to do something life-changing… In
each of these circumstances, however, Joseph obeyed immediately. He
teaches us how to have Christ’s obedient mindset.
Third, he was obedient precisely
because he was faithful. He believed
in what God was telling him through
the angel and therefore did what God
was commanding. Pope Benedict said
in 2009, “Throughout all of history,
Joseph is the man who gives God the
greatest display of trust, even in the
face of such astonishing news.” During
this season in which we are called
to repent and believe in the Gospel,
Joseph is, like Abraham, a true father
in faith who shows us what believing
the Good News looks like.
Fourth, he shows us how to be a
“just man” (Matthew 1:19). To be just
means to be “righteous” or in right
relationship with God, in short, to be
holy. Lent is a season of training in
holiness and Joseph shows us what

holiness is. It’s to “ad-just” ourselves
to God’s will, something that he constantly did and teaches us to do.
Fifth, he is a man of humility.
Lent is a season in which we humble
ourselves and learn “to walk humbly
with [our] God” (Micah 6:8). Our penitence and penances are humble signs
of our need for God and our almsgiving is meant to form us, like Christ,
not to be served but to serve and give
our life for others (Matthew 20:28).
St. Joseph learned humility not only
through putting himself totally at the
service of God’s plans for Jesus and
Mary, but even in the way he exercised his leadership in the holy family.
Joseph, not the Immaculate Virgin
or the Word-made-flesh, would have,
in accordance with Jewish tradition,
led the prayers in the home in the
morning, evening and on principal
religious feasts. He would have been
the one who trained the One through
whom all things were made to be a

carpenter. The lesser one was placed
over the Greater. Such activity can
only overwhelm one with humility.
Sixth, he is a man of chaste love.
The devil’s supreme temptation is to
corrupt love, since we were created in
the image of God who is love, and are
called to love God with all we’ve got
and others as Christ does. One cannot
be holy without chastity, which helps
to keep love pure. That’s why St. Paul,
as soon as he writes, “This is God’s
will for you, your sanctification,”
adds, “Therefore, avoid all unchastity” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). Holiness
is the perfection of love; chastity
keeps love unselfish. In a promiscuous and pornographic age, one that
cannot understand Christ’s celibacy,
the chaste celibacy of priests and
religious in his image, and the call to
chaste continence for those outside
of marriage and chaste love of those
within, St. Joseph is a model and
intercessor who shows our culture

FATHER DWIGHT
LONGENECKER
Guest Column
Father Dwight Longenecker was an
Anglican minister in England before
converting to Catholicism and becoming
a priest. He is the author of twenty
books and numerous articles.
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is therefore a most beautiful and
simple thing. God coming to us in
the form of Jesus in that priest. So, I
looked around at my fellow priests.
They were there with me for over two
hours. They were patient and kind.
They were attentive and listening. I
spotted one fellow wiping his brow.
It’s hard work. I saw another check
his watch. “Yes, you really have been
here for over an hour and the lines are
still long.”
An attendant sidled up and asked
if I needed a bottle of water. I said,
“Could I have a bottle of whiskey
instead?”
The folks in the line heard me and
laughed.
So, this is not the gloomy, dark and
guilt-ridden sacrament lapsed Catholics so often complain about. This was
God’s people meeting God together.
For remember — grace is given.
Grace is given not only for forgiveness, but for the power to overcome
the sin. Grace is given that we might
move ever upward to “grow up into
the full humanity of Jesus Christ.”
This was heaven come down to
Earth, with forgiveness in its wings.
This was children talking to their
fathers.
This was prodigal sons and daughters on the journey home.

how to turn away from sin and be
faithful to the Gospel.
Seventh, he teaches us how to prepare well for death. On Ash Wednesday, we were reminded that we are
dust and unto dust we shall return.
As we prepare to enter liturgically
into Christ’s death, we are meant to
prepare for our own, by losing our
lives in order to save them (Matthew
16:25). St. Joseph is the patron saint
of a happy death because, Christian
piety has always believed, he died in
Jesus’ and Mary’s arms, entrusting
them to God the Father’s providence
and receiving from them prayers and
comfort. He shows us not just how to
die in their arms but to live in them,
as they seek to accompany us, as they
did him, through death into eternity.
This Lenten season, and 2020
as a whole, is a time for us to place
ourselves anew under Joseph’s protection and patronage, in imitation of
Jesus and Mary.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

