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Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Three ways to grow in witness this Lent

W

e are about to begin the
first Lent of a new decade.
And there is nothing like
being in Rome for to prepare one for
this period of recollection, conversion, penance and almsgiving.
Between February 10 and 15, I
had the privilege of traveling to the
Vatican on my first ad limina — or
“to the threshold” — visit as Archbishop of Denver. These visits occur
approximately once every five years
and involve going on pilgrimage to
the threshold of the apostles, that is,
a visit to the threshold of the tomb of
St. Peter and a meeting with the Holy
Father.
During this time of meetings and
prayer, I have carried the people of
northern Colorado with me in prayer
at the four major basilicas of Rome.
And I have spoken to Pope Francis
and the heads of the various Vatican
departments about your faith and
zeal, as well as the challenges we face.

PHOTO BY MATEUS CAMPOS FELIPE | UNSPLASH

The purpose of these visits is to
provide the Pope, as the chief shepherd, with a sense of the health of the
archdiocese. Naturally, there is also a
spiritual purpose, which is to reaffirm
our connection to the successor of St.
Peter and to renew our own faith.

I shared with Pope Francis how
there are many dynamic, faithful
groups of believers in the Archdiocese
of Denver, while also explaining that
we have a growing number of people
who say they believe in nothing. I also
touched on how the surrounding culture is become more hostile to people
of faith and the influence of faithbased institutions in society.
In Rome, you can witness stories
of saintly lives in practically every
Church you visit. I find this particularly fitting and a source of inspiration as we begin Lent in a few days.
St. Peter and St. Paul did not come to
Rome and proclaim the Gospel in a
friendly culture. They both ended up
giving their lives for Christ, speaking
with their blood about the truth of the
Gospel.
Every person is searching for
authenticity and wants to believe in
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
whether they realize it or not. This
Lent, I encourage you to reflect on
three things to help you grow in
your own witness, joining it to the
Church’s cloud of witness over the
centuries.
The first is to not give up on seeking forgiveness and interior conversion. In his apostolic exhortation
Christus vivit, Pope Francis expresses
it this way: “Keep your eyes fixed
on the outstretched arms of Christ
crucified, let yourself be saved over
and over again. And when you go to
confess your sins, believe firmly in his
mercy which frees you of your guilt.
Contemplate his blood poured out
with such great love, and let yourself
be cleansed by it. In this way, you can
be reborn ever anew” (No. 123). If we
rely on our own standard of mercy,
we will soon grow tired of seeking
forgiveness, so we must allow Jesus’
merciful love for us to prevail.
The second essential element of
fortifying our witness this Lent is
to spend time in personal prayer,
dialoguing with God. Establishing
this relationship is so vital because it
strengthens us for moments we are
given to witness to Christ. No one
knows when they will be called to
testify. But having our hearts rooted
in prayer will prepare us for moments
of encounter with others and for our
final judgement.

The final aspect of Lent I encourage you to focus on is seeking out
and loving the wounded Christ,
who is present in our world today
in the many victims of violence, and
all those whose God-given human
dignity is injured or destroyed by
evils like human trafficking, assisted
suicide and abortion. In addition, we
can also comfort Christ on the cross
through our charitable giving to the
poor and vulnerable.

As we begin Lent 2020, I wish to
reiterate my gratitude for the faithful
of northern Colorado and to urge you
to ask the Lord how he is specifically
calling you to become a stronger
witness for him. May we be inspired
by the heroic lives of the many saints
who have gone before us, both in Colorado and around the world.

@ArchbishopDen

Feb. 10

Region 13 began our ad limina visit today with Mass at
the Tomb of Peter. We then met with Pope Francis for two
and half hours. It was truly a blessed conversation! +sja
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

During their ad limina visit last week Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and
Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez met with some of Denver’s own seminarians
studying in Rome. PHOTO FROM TWITTER
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
FEB. 22: Transitional Diaconate Ordination, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
Denver (10 a.m.)
FEB. 23: Confirmation Mass, Notre Dame, Denver (3 p.m.)
FEB. 26: Ash Wednesday Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Denver
(12:10 p.m.)
MAR. 1: Rite of Election, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Denver (2:30 p.m.)
MAR. 5: 5th Grade Liturgy, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Denver (10 a.m.)
MAR. 6: 5th Grade Liturgy, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Denver (10 a.m.)
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Pope Francis on St. John Paul II: ‘I learned from him’
BY HANNAH BROCKHAUS/
CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

I

n a newly published book, Pope
Francis answers questions about
himself and St. John Paul II, saying
he learned the importance of joy and
mercy from his predecessor, and they
are in “total harmony” on the subject
of priestly ministry.
“I think that joy is the most important characteristic of the encounter with
the risen Jesus,” Pope Francis said,
noting the joy and mercy of John Paul
II’s pontificate, “I learned from him.”
Pope Francis’ thoughts on his predecessor and other topics are recorded in
the Italian-language book St. John Paul
the Great, published Feb. 11 and co-authored with Father Luigi Maria Epicoco.
The book is divided into five chapters, each with information on an aspect
or period of the life of John Paul II, written by Epicoco. These are followed by
conversations with Pope Francis on
related topics which took place from
June 2019 to January 2020.

In one chapter, Father Epicoco, 39,
quotes at length from John Paul II’s
letter “Gift and Mystery,” which the
Polish saint wrote for the 50th anniversary of his priestly ordination.
Francis said he believes it is enough
to read letters he wrote on Holy Thursday or some of the homilies he gave as
a bishop in Buenos Aires “to see that
there is total harmony with the
thought of St. John Paul II with
respect to the priesthood.”
Pope Francis goes on to say
he is “convinced celibacy is a
gift, a grace, and walking in the
footsteps of Paul VI and then of
John Paul II and Benedict
XVI, I am convinced
that celibacy is a decisive grace that characterizes the Latin
Catholic Church. I
repeat: It is a grace,
not a limit.”
Pope Francis
was a provincial
superior of the

Jesuits when John Paul II was elected
Bishop of Rome. He noted that at the
moment the news of the new pope’s
election was announced, he was driving.
Hearing the name “Wojtyla” and not
recognizing it, he said he first thought
the new pope was African.
“I heard his first words and had a very
good feeling,” Francis recalled. “And
this impression was strengthened
immediately afterwards, when
they told me that he had
been a university chaplain, a professor of
philosophy, a mountain climber, a skier, a
sportsman, a man who
prayed a lot. I liked him
a lot. I immediately felt a
great fondness for him.”
The first encounter
between the two men
took place when John
Paul II visited Argentina in 1987. It was “a
dark moment in my life,”
Francis said. Then still

Father Jorge Bergoglio, he had returned
to Argentina after being in Germany
to write his doctorate “and to get away
from a tense atmosphere in my religious province itself.”
Their second meeting was in 1994
during the Synod of Bishops on Consecrated Life, when Bergoglio was auxiliary bishop of Buenos Aires.
The two also met during later synods
and ad limina visits.
In 2001, Pope John Paul II made
Archbishop Bergoglio a cardinal.
Francis shared a memory from the
moment he received the red hat from
the pope: “I felt the strong desire, while
I was kneeling to receive the cardinal’s
biretta, to not limit myself only to the
exchange of the sign of peace, but to kiss
[John Paul II’s] hand.”
Pope Francis canonized St. John
Paul II in 2014.
“It is enough to look at his life” to
see that John Paul II had “the smell
of the sheep,” Francis said. “He was a
pastor who loved people and the people
returned it with an immense love.”
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LENTEN LESSONS ON THE MASS

Sign-up to receive via email: RelevantRadio.com
Listen: Top and bottom of each hour on 1690 AM
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Finding renewal in a
grumbling stomach
Lent and the art of fasting
BY AARON LAMBERT
aaron.lambert@archden.org

O

ne interesting thing about liturgical seasons in the Church
is that despite the fact they
happen at roughly the same time every
year, they still manage to sneak up on us.
Lent begins in just a few days, on Ash
Wednesday, which falls on Feb. 26 this
year. Never mind that most of us are
probably just now fully recovered from
the craziness of the Christmas season;
it’s now time to enter what is arguably
the most important season in the liturgical year. Oh, and we’re supposed to
be extremely prayerful, reverent and
intentional in how we approach Lent.
Given all the other things happening
in each of our lives, no big deal, right?
Don’t worry — you’re not alone in
feeling just a bit overwhelmed at the
thought. But let’s take it a step even further and add some icing to that cake in
the form of fasting (no pun intended).
Fasting is an ancient practice that predates even Christianity and is common
to nearly all religions of the world. In
fact, the act of fasting is mentioned
more times in the Bible than baptism.
In recent times, much has been said
about the physical benefits of fasting —
weight loss, stronger immune system,
more effective cell regeneration — but
it’s important for us to remember that
fasting is first and foremost a spiritual
discipline, one that’s meant to spool
the thread which connects us to our
loving Creator.
Admittedly, the rules for fasting
during Lent have loosened up over the
centuries; it’s not a stretch to say that
in the time of the apostles, fasting was
a hardcore thing for disciples of Jesus
Christ to do. You see, back then, fasting
during Lent meant fasting for all 40 of
those days leading up to the feast of
Easter. While many of us may tremble
at the thought of not eating anything
of true sustenance for over five weeks,
there is something to be said in the
spirit of denying ourselves our usual
pleasures during the Lenten season as

a way to draw nearer to he who can provide true nourishment and satisfaction.
The act of fasting can help foster
in us three characteristics that ultimately make Lent not only a penitential
season, but also one of renewal.
ASCETICISM
The word “asceticism” comes from
the Greek askesis, which means practice, bodily exercise and most especially
athletic training. Essentially, it is the act
of rigorous self-discipline and avoidance of overindulgence, with the aim of
instilling in oneself a sense of self-control and virtue. In its most basic form,
fasting is a type of asceticism; willingly
denying ourselves the everyday comforts of life in an effort to unite our
spirits more closely with that of Christ.
Of course, the practice of asceticism
is counter-cultural in almost every way.
We live in a world where our needs and
desires are met on-demand, and to
voluntarily abstain from one of these
seems a preposterous proposition to
the outsider. But it’s interesting, to
bring back the Greek root of this word,
to think of how the world’s best athletes
implement this practice. Think of the
intense training, strict dietary restrictions and long hours of work they put
in the be the absolute best at what they
do. Yes, it’s likely unbearably difficult at
times, but they know deep down that
their discomfort has a purpose.
Society tells us that suffering and discomfort are bad things to be avoided at
all costs. But we as Christians look to the
example of our Lord, who was willingly
led to his death on Calvary, undertook
unspeakable suffering and was made to
feel like less than a man. Through his
suffering mankind was redeemed, and
because of his victory, we, too, can find
redemption and renewal in our own
trials. By practicing asceticism during
Lent and giving up those things we find
comfort in —sugar, Netflix, technology, or
any other vice—we are not only reminded
of the sacrifice Christ made for us, but we
are strengthening the muscles of willpower and virtue that lead us closer to the
Lord, and ultimately, true joy and peace.

HUMILITY

FREEDOM

“Humility is to the various virtues
what the chain is in a rosary. Take away
the chain and the beads are scattered;
remove humility and all virtues vanish.”
St. John Vianney is quoted as
saying this, and it’s a simple yet effective illustration of how all virtue flows
from humility. To use a metaphor, if
asceticism is what it is to, say, learn a
new instrument, then humility is the
marked improvement and mastery of
that instrument over time.
By observing the Lenten fast, we
are humbled rather quickly. Nothing
makes us reflect on our own mortality
and brokenness quite like the low grumble of a hungry stomach. And yet, by
offering up this minute suffering during
Lent and allowing the Lord to take it,
it becomes apparent just how much
we rely on him to not only provide the
various provisions of our life, but also to
provide meaning in our various sufferings. Mankind, for all its wonders and
brilliance, cannot be sustained without
the provisions of God.
From a more practical angle, there’s
also no harm in fasting from food and
technology to remind us of the many
different walks of life people come from.
It’s easy to take all the conveniences
of our cozy lives for granted but Lent
especially presents a great opportunity
to remember those “least of us” who live
in third-world countries, or even just
down the street. Instead of buying two
Big Macs for yourself for lunch, why not
give one to the woman holding a sign at
that intersection?
By maintaining a disposition of
humility, we tap into the very core of
what it means to be made in the image
and likeness of God.

So, through fasting, you have committed to a practice of asceticism for
Lent, are reaping the benefits of staying
humble, and you’re feeling pretty good
about yourself. Now what?
Ultimately, there is a profound freedom that comes from fasting. Father
Richard Simon of Relevant Radio said
in a May 2019 episode of his show Father
Simon Says, “Fasting is an exercise in
freedom. The purpose of it is to train your
will to do God’s will. To train your will to
obey the Lord. Freedom is the absolute
requirement for the Christian life. Most
people think that freedom is getting what
they want, but they don’t understand
that they don’t want what they want, it
is their passions controlling them.
“It is their desires, their hungers,
their preferences that want what they
want when they want it,” he continued.
“The self is not free. The self is subject to
this sort of barrage off weakened human
nature, but fasting is about freedom.”
True freedom, as defined by God,
isn’t the ability to say “yes” to your
own desires whenever you want — it is
the discipline to say yes to the Lord’s
desires for you. Therefore, as we go
through the Lenten season and prepare
ourselves for the celebration of Easter,
we fast in remembrance of the perfect
image of true freedom: Christ crucified
on the Cross.
One of the lessons of the Lenten
season is that we, too, are capable of
achieving this freedom. By strengthening our will through the practice of
fasting, we can grow in humility, from
which all other virtue flows. In our
humility, we find freedom to do the
Lord’s will for our lives. And in that
freedom, waiting with open arms, is the
sweet renewal that our souls yearn for
— renewal in the self-denying, humble
and freely-given love of Christ.
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Pray and fast for sexual abuse survivors during
first Friday of Lent
BY AARON LAMBERT

A

rchbishop Samuel J. Aquila is
inviting all clergy and the laity
of the Archdiocese of Denver to
offer prayers and fasting for survivors of
sexual abuse on the first Friday of Lent.
Last year, the archbishop designated
the first Friday of Lent as a day of voluntary prayer and fasting for the healing
of sexual abuse survivors and in reparation for all sins against the dignity
of persons and life. All faithful of the

#

archdiocese are invited to partake in
this on Feb. 28.
“We have made significant progress
in addressing this grave evil within the
Church, but we cannot let that progress
cause us to forget the psychological,
physical and spiritual wounds it has
caused,” Archbishop Aquila wrote in a
recent letter. “On this designated day
once per year, I would urge you to also
fast and set aside some extra moments
of prayer and penance.”
Archbishop Aquila pointed to a few

topics addressed in the Catechism of the
Catholic Church to consider in personal
prayer and penance: The importance
of penance, conversion and going to
confession (CCC 1434-1435), why we
need the Corporal and Spiritual Works
of Mercy (CCC 2447), the Church’s
teaching on the dignity of persons (CCC
1700) and what the Catechism teaches
about sexual abuse (CCC 2389).
The opportunities for penance and
reflection make the Lenten season the
most appropriate time to designate

such a day, Archbishop Aquila wrote
in a letter last year.
“As we prepare for Lent, let us keep
our eyes and hearts fixed on Jesus
Christ,” the archbishop wrote. “As we
continue to experience hardships in the
Church and in the world, we are called
to a deep conversion — both personally
and collectively. May this archdiocesan day of prayer and fasting open our
hearts to grow in holiness, so that every
person will come to know the healing
love of Jesus Christ.”

RANKED
NURSING PROGRAM
IN THE NATION

The University of Mary’s nursing program
is ranked #1 in the nation!
Year after year, all of our nursing graduates have passed their certifying exam
on the first try – a 100% success rate. And our master’s and doctoral

Inspired by her love,
we serve.
Saint Gianna, an Italian physician, wife, and
mother, is beloved by millions around the
world for her example of sacrificial love in
giving her life for her unborn child.

programs in nursing are world-class. This stellar record of excellence was

With the gracious permission of her family,

honored with the #1 rating by Mountain Measurements, the national nursing

we are becoming the Saint Gianna School

benchmarking service.
Whether in nursing, bioethics, occupational therapy, physical therapy,
pre-med, or any of our 30+ academic programs in the health sciences, we live

of Health Sciences. For our more than 1200
students and 63 professors in the health
sciences alone, this reaffirms a stellar
60-year reputation for health care education
that integrates genuine compassion with the

up to our mission — to prepare health care professionals anchored in moral

utmost professional competence.

courage, who respect and defend the life and dignity of the human person.

To learn more: umary.edu/Gianna

Discover the University of Mary – the nation’s
most affordable, serious Catholic university –

ComeToMary.com

for Life.
enroll@umary.edu • 800-288-6279 (MARY)
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Five books to help you reboot
your spiritual life this Lent

Lent provides the opportunity for a spiritual
restart. Below are descriptions of five excellent
books and comments from the authors on how they
aim to help you. Find them online or at bookstores.
BY ROXANNE KING
editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

A LENTEN
JOURNEY WITH
MOTHER MARY
by Father Edward
Looney (Sophia
Institute Press,
2019) has you walk
with Mary, model of
Christian faith, each
day of your spiritual
pilgrimage toward Easter. Each week
of Lent has a theme and message from
Marian apparitions to enliven your faith
life. Learn how to make examinations of
conscience more fruitful, new methods
of prayer, and how to deepen trust in
Christ’s love and mercy.
Why did you write the book?
Looney: I realized that the apparitions of Mary and her messages
would offer much for meditation
and reflection during the season of
Lent. Having gone on pilgrimage to

AWAKENING

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785

by Claudia McAdam
(Sophia Institute
Press, 2009) is a
fast-paced novel for
pre-teen to adult
readers. In it, Ronni,
a modern American
teenager, has lost
her faith. She falls
ill and awakens in Jerusalem just days
before Jesus’ crucifixion. Realizing
that she alone knows what is going
to happen, she tries to stop it. (Visit
ClaudiaMcAdam.com for free Book
Club Notes and a Teacher’s Guide.)
Why did you write the book?
McAdam: It was a book that I couldn’t
not write. For years the characters
were running around in my head,
and each year during Lent, the biblical scenes presented in the liturgy

many places of Mary’s apparitions, I
wanted to introduce people to these
apparitions, stories, visionaries, but
most importantly, messages, and
how they are relevant for our lives.
What do you hope people gain from it?
Looney: A greater appreciation for
the role of Mary in their spiritual
life. Through her apparitions, Our
Lady shows herself to be a caring
mother, who prays with us and for us,
and wants us to pray for others. She
teaches us how to pray and obtains
from Jesus the grace of healing so
many of us need. Another important takeaway is to notice how God
is at work in our life and what he
might be asking us through our
experiences. As we become attentive to the working of God in our
life through the examples shared,
I hope it will help people become
more reflective and introspective.

would be acted out in my mind by
the characters who lived there.
What do you hope people gain from it?
McAdam: The big question the main
character asks in the book is, “Why
did Jesus have to die?” Couldn’t he
have saved us in some other fashion?
I hope my readers come away with a
better understanding of what “covenant” and “sacrifice” mean — that
God’s relationship with unfaithful
Israel was a covenant like marriage,
one that couldn’t be dissolved unless
one of the parties died. That’s the
beauty of Jesus’ sacrifice. He takes
our sins upon himself and gives his
life to put an end to the old covenant
and institute the new covenant, which
includes not just Israel, but all mankind. What a beautiful love story!
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40 DAYS, 40 WAYS:
A NEW LOOK AT
LENT
by Marcellino
D’Ambrosio (Servant
Books, 2014) offers
40 fresh ideas for a
new, more creative
Lenten experience.
Rather than simply
giving something up, discover positive,
proactive ways to take action to bring
about genuine spiritual transformation
and a deeper relationship with Christ.
Why did you write the book?
D’Ambrosio: Most of us have very busy
lives. Often, we don’t think about Lent
until suddenly it is Ash Wednesday. As
we scramble for something to “give
up,” we often settle for the same old
thing we’ve always “given up.” So Lent,
which is supposed to be an opportunity for a fresh new beginning to our

spiritual lives, often turns out to be a
rehash of old, familiar exercises. Like
the children of Israel, we end up wandering in circles through the desert
instead of speeding toward the Promised Land. The 40 suggestions provide
some new ways to do the traditional
spiritual exercises of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving to help us blast out of our
spiritual ruts and make real progress.
What do you hope people gain from it?
D’Ambrosio: Paul thinks of the Christian life in terms of an athletic competition. He talks about it as a race and
urges us to run to win. In this age when
more and more people are setting fitness goals, I want readers to start
thinking about Lent in terms of spiritual
“Spring Training,” the Church’s “40-day
challenge.” I want people to regard
Lent as a joyful and exciting time of
development and growth.

GIVE UP WORRY
FOR LENT!: 40
DAYS TO FINDING
PEACE IN CHRIST
by Gary Zimak
(Ave Maria Press,
2019) combines
practical spirituality,
daily Scripture
readings, and simple
action steps to banish the worry habit
as part of your Lenten renewal. Learn
how to let go of the need to control
the uncontrollable — for good — and
find the lasting peace that comes from
trusting God.

Why did you write the book?
Zimak: Worry is a major cause of separation from God. We don’t normally
think of it, but worrying is a failure to
trust in God’s providence. Worrying
turns us inward and causes us to ignore
God’s presence and desire to walk with
us. Since Lent is a time set aside for
moving closer to the Lord, it’s the perfect time to give up worry!

MERCY IN THE
CITY: HOW TO
FEED THE HUNGRY,
GIVE DRINK TO THE
THIRSTY, VISIT THE
IMPRISONED, AND
KEEP YOUR DAY
JOB
by Kerry Weber
(Loyola Press, 2014)
follows the author, a
modern, young, single woman in New
York City, to see if she can practice
the corporal works of mercy in a
meaningful manner while maintaining
a full, regular life. (Won the 2015
Christopher Award.)

works of mercy. I realized that I had
learned about these acts in school, but
had drifted away from actually trying
to live them. Lent seemed like the perfect time to recognize my failure, to try
to do better, and to do so in the context of community. Writing about the
experience helped me to process it.

Why did you write the book?
Weber: Because I wanted to try to
jumpstart my own commitment to the

11 DAYS: NOVEMBER 9 - 19, 2020
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Kendra Wilt at Via Travel:
Tel: (660) 287-3724 /
Email: kwilt27@gmail.com
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What do you hope people gain from it?
Zimak: That it is possible to break free
from worry and live a peaceful life. The
fact that Jesus urges us to not worry
serves as proof that we can do this.
The secret is to spend more time
focusing on him rather than on our
problems.

What do you hope people gain from it?
Weber: That the works of mercy are
not a checklist to be accomplished, but
part of God’s continual call to us to live
lives of mercy. I learned from my own
experiment that putting these things at
the forefront of my thought better
enabled me to take on a “mercy mindset,” through which I filtered the events
of daily life.

Back: Leslie Olsen, Dan Monchunski, Monalisa Shafer, Mike Wherley,
Ron Chamberlain, Ben Kubier, Michael Wellensiek, John Horan, Dan Davis,
Michael Gold, Vanessa Rodriguez, Harry Queen, Lupe Alvarado.

Seated: Debra Rupp, Janice (Perry) Queen, Kereen O’Connor, Valerie Horan,
Chace Griffin, John L. Horan, Andrea Horan, Karen Miller, Maggie Roberts, Larry Hagan.
Additional Catholic staff members: Anthony Spano, Marisa Casillas, and
Sammantha Ramirez.

We share your faith
Convenience & Excellence. When it matters most.
Pre-planning services.
Seven metro area locations.

Call 303.743.8804 OR 303.745.4418

HoranCares.com/Catholic
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Knights of Columbus
Fish Fry Fridays are back
BY ROCIO MADERA
rocio.madera@archden.org

L

ent is just around the corner,
which can mean only one thing:
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
Fridays are back.
For decades, the Knights of Columbus have gathered every Friday during
lent to provide non-meat dinner
options for the community committed
to fasting. They also benefit parishioners through the spiritual enrichment
of praying the Stations of the Cross
and support many programs within
the community.
“As part of building the domestic
church while strengthening our parishes, we support many programs that
pertain to faith, life, family and community by putting our faith in action,”
said Clark Musser, State Programs

Coordinator of the Knights of Columbus.
“The dinners are just one way we can
involve almost all aspects of our Faith
in Action Initiative in one evening.”

“

This is just one
way we can help
bring families together
and strengthen the faith of
not just us Knights but of the
parish and community also.”
CLARK MUSSER

By hosting these dinners, the
Knights of Columbus make it easier
for parishioners to participate in the
Stations of the Cross during Lent by
freeing up their meal preparation time
and allowing them to bring their family
to Church to attend Lent services.

Pilgrimage to POLAND and MEDJUGORJE - Aug. 31 to Sept. 12, 2020
Visit Prague, Krakow,
Budapest, Medjugorje
and more.
Price of $4,600*

*Includes RT air from Denver and
other select cities, Charter bus, tours,
hotels, taxes & tips, 2 meals daily.
Deadline for applications is April 15

Contact Cathy Smythe 505-384-2460 or 505-705-5130 | bemyfriend@centurylink.net
N
EE ATIO
R
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Additions · Remodels · Full Builds

U
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Design
Thru Build

PARISHIONER
Residential &
Matthew Alderman
Commercial
c. 720.217.1263
General
w. 303.495.2777
Contractor
aldermanbuilders.com

Plumbing, Heating,
Drains & Water Heaters
Furnace clean and tune

$59!

Call us at (303)

280-5765 | Squeaksservices.com

PHOTO BY PAMELA D. MCADAMS | STOCK ADOBE

“As Knights,
we are Catholic
men that support
our clergy and church.
This is just one way we
can help bring families together and
strengthen the faith of not just us
Knights but of the parish and community also,” Musser said.
Everyone is invited to attend a Fish
Fry dinner. While most Knights of
Columbus councils serve Fish Fry’s,
some of them serve soup for a minimal fee to cover expenses or even just
a donation at some parishes.
For Musser, the dinners are more

than just a Fish Fry, “It’s a faith, family
and community building event.”
Fish Fry Fridays have become so
popular that the Knights have their
own recipe for the batter. The Knights
of Columbus invite all to enjoy a delicious lent dinner, support their local
parish, and strengthen their faith at the
Stations of the Cross.

i

For more information and
times, please visit denvercatholic.org or check
with your local parish.

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$1,218,095
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Make sure your kids aren’t caught bored this summer
BY ROCIO MADERA

A

lthough our wonderful state continues to surprise us with snow days and
low temperatures, summer fun is closer than you think and registration
for summer activities has begun. It’s not too early to plan ahead.
Here are some options for summer activities happening around the archdiocese.

STEUBENVILLE OF
THE ROCKIES

HIGHLIGHT CATHOLIC
SPORTS CAMPS

For the 23rd year in a row, high
school students are invited to join a
powerful weekend at the Steubenville
of the Rockies Conference held at the
Crowne Plaza DIA in Denver.
It’s a weekend full of inspiring speakers, Eucharistic adoration, energizing
music, fun and fellowship with over
2,000 other Catholic teenagers from
across the country. If you’re not in
high school but still want to attend
the Steubenville Conference, you can
be part of the Mercy Squad for young
adults ages 18-25. Registration for the
Steubenville of the Rockies Conference
is now open. Secure your spot and
learn more at archden.org/eflm/
conferences-retreats/Steubenville.

Formerly known as Frassati Sports
and Adventure Camp, Highlight Catholic Ministries has expanded their
programs to include sports camps for
both boys and girls. Started in 2016 as a
ministry of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
Frassati Sports Camp is the boys’ division of Highlight that includes baseball,
basketball, soccer and more. Badano
Sports, named for Blessed Chiara “Luce”
Badano, is the girls’ division of Highlight
that was just launched in 2018.
All camps include prayer, drills, Catechesis, contests, games, Catholic mentoring, speakers, giveaways, and prizes.
For registration and details about
the summer camps, visit highlightcatholic.org.

ANNUNCIATION HEIGHTS

TOTUS TUUS

If you’re looking for a place where
you or your little ones can encounter
God through the beauty of creation,
Annunciation Heights is the way to go.
Annunciation Heights is a Catholic
youth and family camp located in the
heart of Colorado’s majestic Rocky
Mountains. The Summer Camp programs include activities such as hiking,
climbing and zip-lining, along with daily
Mass, confession, formation and prayer.
This year, there will be six camps
from June to July for campers in 4th to
12th grade, in addition to three family
camp. Registration for Annunciation
Heights Summer Camp 2020 is now
open, and space is limited. Register by
visiting annunciationheights.org.

Totus Tuus (Latin for Totally Yours)
is a fun and energetic summer catechetical program for first graders through
12th graders across the country. The
program consists of sending college
students and seminarians from across
the U.S. in teams of four to host events
to help youths develop a relationship
with Jesus Christ and learn a vibrant
example of faith from young adults.
This year will mark 20 years that the
Totus Tuus program has been in the
Archdiocese of Denver. Parishes can
apply for a Totus Tuus program to be
held at their parish, and young adults
can also apply to be instructors.
For more information about registration and participating parishes,
visit archden.org/totustuus.

Just one call does it all! 10%
Discount
BBB A+ rating for 30 years
SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
Matt Whaley
32 Years

The heritage behind our mortuaries
and cemeteries is one of
history and tradition.

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted Olinger Mortuaries
and Cemeteries to care for their loved ones. Respect for traditions,
understanding the needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.
With over decades of experience, parishioner Matt Whaley assists families
with care and compassion. His expertise combined with professional services
in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels is virtually unprecedented
in serving the Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

Family owned and operated for 30 years
CALL TODAY TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT! 303-428-8550

Westec has been serving
Colorado for 30 Years.
One owner, one location,
licensed bonded and insured.

WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

• Patios Covers
• Sunrooms
• Carports
• Custom Garages
• Custom Remodeling
• Basement Finishing
• Additions
• Windows
• Roofing at prices you
can afford!
2850 W 92nd Ave.
Denver, CO 80260
westec-builders.com
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AHonored
love for
Mother
Cabrini
for 50 years of service
at Cabrini Shrine, man says it’s
been ‘blessing after blessing’
BY ROXANNE KING

E

very workday, facilities manager
Tom Francis starts his morning the same way. He enters the
chapel at Mother Cabrini Shrine on
Lookout Mountain, turns on the lights
and addresses a statue of the shrine’s
namesake.
“I tell her, ‘OK boss, this is your
place. I’m just a pair of hands. You need
to help me or we won’t be able to be here
for those who come.’”
On December 1, Tommy, as he is
affectionately called, marked 50 years
as an employee of the shrine, which is
named after St. Frances Xavier Cabrini,
the first U.S. citizen to be canonized.
The shrine staff honored the energetic
71-year-old with a Mass and luncheon.
“Tommy has a deep devotion to

Mother Cabrini,” said JoAnn Seaman,
Development Director. “He has had a
huge impact on the shrine and what it
has become. … He is very humble and
gives all the credit to Cabrini.”
In 1880, the native Italian nun
founded the Missionary Sisters of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus to spread devotion to the Sacred Heart by means of the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy.
Desiring to do mission work in China,
instead Pope Leo XIII urged her to minister to Italian immigrants in the United
States. From 1889 until her death in 1917,
Mother Cabrini did so, even becoming a
naturalized citizen in 1909.
Tommy was recognized for service
that started when he was a 21-year-old
college student who labored summers,
nights and weekends at the shrine and
lived with his parents, grandmother

Tom Francis (center) has worked at Mother Cabrini shrine for 50 years,
continuing the legacy started by his father, who began working for the
Shrine in 1930, when it was operating as Mother Cabrini’s Queen of
Heaven Orphanage. PHOTOS BY DANIEL PETTY

and siblings in the caretaker’s house.
But in reality, his service began when
he was still a child and his father Carl
worked as the maintenance manager
for Mother Cabrini’s Queen of Heaven
Orphanage. Located in north Denver,
the orphanage operated from 19051967. It was torn down in 1969.
“I was blessed to work with my dad

and to be around the [Missionary] Sisters all the time,” Tommy said. “By the
time my dad passed [in 1984] he’d spent
54 years of his life working for them. It
was from him I learned respect for the
sisters and their mission.”
Even after Tommy finished college and was working fulltime as a
math teacher, he continued working

DONATE YOUR COLORADO TAX REFUND
AND SUPPORT CATHOLIC CHARITIES!

ReFUND CO, is a new program where donors like yourself can fund local nonprofits
by donating a portion or all of their state income tax refund.
On your Voluntary Contributions schedule write in:
STEP

STEP

STEP

Our Name:
Catholic Charities and
Community Services
of the Archdiocese of Denver

CCSA Registration #:

Donation Amount:
Choose the amount
you would like to donate
to those in need.

1

2

20033000216

ccdenver.org/refund
YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
Thank you for giving back to Catholic Charities.
Questions? Call 720-799-9207

3
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part-time at the shrine. Upon retiring
from a successful 30-year teaching
career in 2003, he began laboring fulltime at the shrine.
“Mother Cabrini bought this property
in 1910, primarily as the summer home
for the girls at Queen of Heaven Orphanage,” Tommy explained. “In 1938, when
she was beatified, they started building
a chapel as there was a lot of interest in
Mother Cabrini…. After she was canonized in 1946, that’s when the real development started. In the 1950s the statue
of Jesus was placed at the top of the hill.
That’s how the shrine got started.”
By the time Tommy started working
there, Mother Cabrini had been canonized more than 20 years and was recognized as the patron of immigrants. The
shrine was already attracting pilgrims
who wanted to walk where a saint had
once walked.

Tom hopes to continue working
at the Shrine for at least the next
10 years until 2030, which would
mark 100 consecutive years of service at the Shrine by his family.

They were also drawn by a spring
that was discovered in 1912 when
Mother Cabrini’s sisters complained
to her about the lack of water on the
property. The saint told them: “Lift that
rock over there and start to dig.” They
did and found a spring that runs to this
day. Many pilgrims believe that through
faith, the water has brought healing and
peace to their lives.
A replica of the grotto at Lourdes,
France, was built over the spring in 1929
and replaced with the current one in
1959. The historic Stone House dormitory, completed for the orphan girls in
1914, now serves as a retreat house.
The 22-foot statue of Jesus, which
stands on the highest point of the 900acre site and serves as a landmark for
the shrine, is reached by a prayer path
of 373 steps built in 1954. At the foot of
the statue is an image of Christ’s Sacred
Heart made with white stones by Mother
Cabrini with help from her sisters and
some of the orphan girls in 1912.
The original pump-house is now a
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events host

charming museum about the saint and
LIFE
RESPECIT
the 50-year-old main building housing T LIFE
OFF CE
EC
RES
the chapel, gift shop and convent
is P
conO
RADI
stantly busy with visitors.
In his years with the shrine, Tommy,
with the help of many volunteers, has
further beautified and enhanced the
tranquility of the grounds with his landscaping skills.
“Not only does he take care of the
PECT LIFE
S
E
R
grounds and buildings, but he designed
E
F L18IF
DENVER
PELREO
GOCSOand
and built all of our meditation
20
NFE NCE
prayer gardens,” Seaman said. “He
knows every inch of this place like the
back of his hand.”
40 DAYS FOR LIFE
“Our sisters would not have been
Join the 40-day prayer vigil outside of Planned Parenthood
able to maintain this ministry without
for an end to abortion. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
Tommy and his family, who worked for
from Feb. 26 to April 5.
the sisters since the time of the orphanAcross the street from Planned Parenthood
7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver, CO 80207
age,” said Missionary Sister Roselle
Santivasi, noting that when she arrived
Sign up to participate and see Mass schedule
to the shrine nine years ago, Tommy’s
40daysforlife.com/denver
LIForEcontact life@ccdenver.org
ATCE
CELRAELLBYR
19
20
mother Elda, who died in 2012, was still
H
& MAR
a helpful presence at the shrine.
PUBLIC PRAYER FOR THE
“Every Missionary Sister knows Tom
Francis and his family,” declared Sister
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN
Outside Broomfield Public Library
Roselle. “Our whole ministry here was
Saturday, Feb. 29
so dependent on Tommy and his family
and continues to be. They are a large
In response to public libraries inviting children to attend
part of why the [shrine] mission has
“Drag Queen Story Hour” events, Respect Life Denver
is hosting peaceful public prayer opportunities —
succeeded and has brought the presat the same times — for the protection of children.
ence of God to so many people.”
A widower for 27 years as he raised
Go to respectlifedenver.org for details
two daughters after losing his wife to
cancer, Tommy met his current wife
Sarah, a speech therapist, in 2005 when
PRAYER IN THE SQUARE
MARCH 7 AND EVERY FIRST SATURDAY
she moved to the shrine from Green
Join the faithful at various locations to pray a Rosary and Divine Mercy
Bay, Wis., as a Cabrini Mission Corps lay
Chaplet for these intentions: the healing and sanctification of the Church,
volunteer. The couple will mark their
peace in our hearts and in the world, an end to the persecution of
10th wedding anniversary in March.
Christians worldwide and for the sanctity of all human life.
Sarah is just one of the blessings
For times and locations,
Mother Cabrini has brought Tommy
go to prayerinthesquare.com
as he labors at her shrine.
“You can feel a connection with
Mother Cabrini here — you can feel
RESPECT LIFE RADIO
her presence,” Tommy asserted. “Even
Don’t miss this weekly program hosted by Deacon Geoff Bennett of
though we no longer have orphans, about
Catholic Charities, airing on KRCN 1060 AM Catholic Radio Network.
50 percent of our visitors are immigrants
For the schedule, and for podcast archives,
who have great devotion to Mother
go to respectliferadio.com
Cabrini. The sisters still work with the
poor and it’s still the Cabrini vision to
spread God’s love through the world.”
LAST DAYS TO HELP GET A LATE-TERM
The shrine remains a prayerful place
ABORTION BAN ON COLORADO BALLOT
of pilgrimage to foster one’s relationship with Christ, whether for a day or
By getting Initiative 120 on the November 2020 ballot, we can
for a longer formal retreat. Tommy said
end the barbaric practice of late-term abortion in Colorado.
All Initiative 120 petitions, with signatures of registered Colorado
he loves his work and plans to go on
voters, must be turned in to organizers by the end of February 2020.
keeping the shrine vibrant.
“Since my dad started working for
For details and contact information, go to duedatetoolate.com
the sisters in 1930, it’s my goal to continue working to 2030 so we can have
100 [consecutive] years of service to St.
Frances Cabrini in Denver,” he said, not
On the radio, at your parish, in the public square
satisfied with the 104 combined years
they’ve already given. “The shrine is a
wonderful place to be. It’s blessing after
blessing here.”

respectlifedenver.org
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Archbishop Aquila on
ad limina visit, Pope
Francis and more

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila (left) and Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez (right) met with Pope Francis Feb. 10 during their ad limina visit. PHOTOS BY SERVIZIO FOTOGRAFICO VATICANO
BY AARON LAMBERT

D

uring his ad limina visit Feb.
10-15, Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila was granted an audience
with Pope Francis for over two hours
where they discussed several topics
pertinent to the Church today.
Archbishop Aquila was among a
contingent of U.S. bishops representing
Region XIII in the United States, which
includes the states of Colorado, New
Mexico, Arizona, Wyoming and Utah.
He along with the bishops of those
states met with the Holy Father Feb.
10. With the release of Querida Amazonia scheduled just a few days later
on Feb. 12, Pope Francis discussed the
document produced from last year’s
Amazon Synod with the bishops.
“He brought up the question of celibacy, and he said [his] primary concern is that Gospel be proclaimed in

the Amazon and that all of us need to
focus on Jesus Christ and the proclamation of the Gospel first,” Archbishop
Aquila said in an interview with EWTN.
“If they proclaim the Gospel and are
faithful to the Gospel, then vocations
will come forth.”
With much discussion surrounding
the Amazon Synod and possible implications it would have for the universal
Church, Archbishop Aquila was reassured by the Pope’s comments on synodality and the Church’s application of it.
“Even in the understanding of
synodality, which we spoke about, it
always has to be ‘under Peter and with
Peter’ and that synods cannot be going
off and creating things that they want
done,” the archbishop said. “He made
it very clear: that is not synodality in
the Catholic understanding. That was
very reassuring.”
Among the other topics the bishops

“

The Pope has a
very, very deep
faith. He is convinced of
the Gospel, he is totally
convinced of Jesus Christ.”
ARCHBISHOP AQUILA

discussed with the Holy Father were
some of the challenges faced by the
Church in the United States and how
to address them.
“The Holy Father was very clear: He
said transgenderism is one of the great
challenges in the United States right
now, and the other is abortion,” Archbishop Aquila said. “Both of them really
deal with the dignity of human life and
the understanding of human life and do

we truly receive from God the gender
that he has given to us.
“There are only two genders, male
and female, and so how do we open our
hearts to receiving that as gift.”
Archbishop Aquila said that they
Holy Father also “spoke of media, and
how the far left goes after him and the
far right goes after him, and neither one
really presents who he is.”
In a time where Pope Francis’ comments can be rather polarizing and even
mischaracterized, Archbishop Aquila
was struck by the depth of the Holy
Father’s faith in his audience with him.
“[The Pope] has a very, very deep
faith. He is convinced of the Gospel, he
is totally convinced of Jesus Christ, he is
convinced that there are teachings in the
Church that can never change and that
we have to be faithful to the Church.”
Hannah Brockhaus of Catholic News
Agency contributed to this report.
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Five things to
know about
Querida
Amazonia

Pope Francis promulgated
on Feb. 12 a new apostolic
exhortation, or letter of
encouragement, about the
Church in the Amazon
region. The document is a
follow-up to a synod, or
meeting, of bishops
convened last year to
discuss the Church in the
region. Here are five
things to know about
Querida Amazonia:

Pope Francis celebrates the closing
Mass of Amazon
synod October 27,
2019. Querida Amazonia, the apostolic
exhortation written
as a result of the
synod, was released
Feb. 12. PHOTO BY DANIEL IBÁÑEZ | CNA

BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

1

THE EUCHARIST
IS THE HEART OF
THE DOCUMENT.

Pope Francis spends much of the
document talking about the needs of the
Church in the Amazon region, where at
least 20 million people live, across 8
countries. But the most important need
of the Church, Pope Francis says, “is the
celebration of the Eucharist because it
‘makes the Church.’
Quoting from the Second Vatican
Council, Pope Francis says that “no
Christian community is built up which
does not grow from and hinge on the
celebration of the most holy Eucharist.”
Because the Eucharist is at the center
of the Church, Pope Francis encourages
the promotion of vocations, missionary priests in the Amazon, along with
teaching and formation about what the
Eucharist is, and why it matters so much.

2

THE DOCUMENT
DOES NOT PERMIT
MARRIED PRIESTS.

The 2019 Synod of Bishops on the
Amazon recommended to Pope Francis that diocesan bishops in
the Amazon region should be
permitted to ordain as priests
married and mature permanent deacons to serve
in communities without
a priest. The idea gained
traction, and became
the source of debate,
in many corners of the
Church.
The pope did not
accept that recommendation, and, Vatican officials said Wednesday, has
no plans to accept it.

3

SERIOUSLY, THE
DOCUMENT IS NOT
ABOUT MARRIED
PRIESTS, OR PRIESTLY
CELIBACY.

Querida Amazonia discusses
evangelization, cultural, missionary
life, the environment and economic
concerns, and the need for priests
to collaborate with lay people, and
especially women, to proclaim the
Gospel and witness to Christ. It also
discusses the importance of the
priesthood in the life of the Church.
But for all the debate in recent
months among some people about married priests, Pope Francis never even
mentions the idea in his document. The
pope has said for years that he thinks
priestly celibacy is an important value
for the Church, but did not raise the
question at all in Querida Amazonia.

5

4

THE POPE
ENCOURAGES
CATHOLICS
TO READ THE
RECOMMENDATIONS
OF THE 2019 SYNOD
OF BISHOPS.

At the conclusion of the 2019 Synod
of Bishops, participants approved a document making recommendations to the
pope about the Church’s ministry in
the Amazon, including the possibility
of ordaining married men as priests.
In Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis recommended that Catholics read
that document. He did not endorse all
its proposals, or any of them specifically, nor did he approve them with the
magisterial authority of his office. He
commended them for reading, study,
and discussion.

THE DOCUMENT ENDS WITH A PRAYER TO THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.
Pope Francis prays:
Mother of life,
in your maternal womb Jesus took flesh,
the Lord of all that exists.
Risen, he transfigured you by his light
and made you the Queen of all creation.
For that reason, we ask you, Mary, to reign
in the beating heart of Amazonia.
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Benedictine priest was last surviving monk of Holy Cross Abbey
Multi-talented Father Michael Murray shared his gifts as a pastor, artist, businessman
BY ROXANNE KING

B

enedictine Father Michael
Murray, who was the last surviving monk of Holy Cross Abbey in
Cañon City, died Dec. 14. He was 83. He
had been a monk 63 years and a priest
38 years.
“He was a wonderful man, extremely
talented in so many ways,” said the
priest-monk’s brother John Murray of
Lakewood, who shared the same birthday as his brother.
“He loved to tell the story that on his
seventh birthday all he really wanted
was a fire truck but what he got was a
little brother,” John Murray recalled
with a chuckle.
He entered the monastery in January 1955 and, taking the name Brother
Michael, he professed his monastic
vows in August 1956. His early years
as a monk were spent in construction
and food service.
In 1964, Brother Michael was named
business manager of the monastery and
ACROSS

1

Opening of the largest diocese in a
province
5 Religious garb
10 London jail
14 The Holy See
15 Blue
16 “The __ of the
Ancient Mariner”
17 What we are forbidden to do by the
fifth commandment
18 Uninterested
19 Home of Adam and
Eve
20 Mules
22 “By the mercy of
God, we do not lose
___” (2 Cor 4:1)
23 Purple quartz
26 Noon prayer time
30 “Our Father who
___…”
31 “___ humbug!”
34 Gatherings
35 Book attributed to
Solomon (abbr.)
36 Pepsi or Coke
37 Former Russian
rulers
38 My ___ Sal

the abbey school. Active in the business community, Brother Michael was
a member of the Cañon City Chamber
of Commerce for several years and
was elected president of the chamber
in 1973. He was the first Benedictine
monk to hold such a post in the United
States, reported the Cañon City Daily
Record.
In 1977, Brother Michael realized a
longtime desire when he entered Pope
St. John XXIII Seminary in Weston,
Mass. He was ordained a priest in June
1981, the 25th year of his monastic
profession.
His first priestly assignment was
as assistant pastor at Sacred Heart
of Jesus Parish in Boulder, where he
served from 1981-1985. He then served
16 years as pastor of St. Benedict Parish
in Florence, where he implemented
many innovative projects and instituted tithing.
During his time as pastor at St. Benedict’s, Father Michael also became
administrator of Holy Cross Abbey.

39 Plume
40 Repeat
41 ___ Minister
42 Auburn
43 Fruit drink
44 Rev.’s alma mater
45 Starts again
46 Like Catholic author
Andrew Greeley
48 A fallen angel
51 Hilton, for example
56 8th month of the
Jewish calendar
57 A sister of Calliope
59 Spherical opening?
60 Formerly, formerly
61 Intense light beam
62 Verne’s captain
63 Scarf
64 Window cover
65 Small drink of liquor
DOWN

1
2
3
4
5
6

Commandment carrier and Noah’s ship
Upset
CCCXXI + DCXXX
Our Lady, ___ of
Christians
“___ papam”
Islands in the
Atlantic

7 Blow-up
8 Anger
9 Hesburgh of Notre
Dame, to friends
10 “…___ one another
with a holy kiss” (1
Cor 16:20)
11 Ethiopian princess of
music
12 Biblical dry measure
13 Season that begins
with Ash
Wednesday
21 These were waved at
Jesus when he
entered Jerusalem
22 After FDR
24 “___ Mary”
25 Jr. and Sr.
26 Media union (abbr.)
27 Edged ahead
28 Mark
29 Continental money
31 Diocese in Idaho
32 Catholic comedian
married to Burns
33 Stops
35 ___ of the Cross
36 Pointed end
38 Favorite food of
Isaac
39 Cite Scripture

PHOTO PROVIDED

He continued in that role as the abbey
underwent the process of dissolving its
monastic program, which took three
years starting in 2002 and culminated
with the sale of the campus in 2007.
In recent years, Father Michael’s
health began to fail but he continued pastoral and sacramental ministry in Cañon City, primarily at the
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

assisted-living center where he eventually became a resident. While there,
he continued to celebrate Mass for the
residents.
“Father Michael was the last surviving member of Holy Cross Abbey,” said
Benedictine Father Maurice Haefling of
St. Benedict’s Abbey in Atchinson, Kan.
Father Maurice serves as vicar administrator of Holy Cross Abbey, which is
now a civil corporation.
“Father Michael cared very much
about the abbey,” Father Maurice said.
“It had literally been a part of his life
since he went there to high school right
before he joined the monastery.”
Father Michael was buried in Holy
Cross Abbey cemetery.
“He was the last monk standing,”
John Murray said. “There was one spot
left on the property. That’s where he’s
buried.”
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41 Bk. of the
Pentateuch
42 Reestablish
44 ___ of Man
45 Rampaged
46 Direction from Jeru-

salem to Nazareth
47 Capital of Tibet
48 ___ Irae
49 Jaguarundi
50 Sunday service
52 Holy ____

53 Road to the
Colosseum
54 Madame Bovary
55 The Upper ___
57 High trains
58 Cheer
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Get Involved
FEBRUARY

MARCH

Marriage Retreat

Theology of the Body
Conference
14 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Light of the World
Parish, 10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton,
$40. This one-day conference, which
includes four sessions will have both an
English and Spanish track. The
conference is suitable for college-aged
and older audiences. For more details
and registration, visit archden.org/
tob-conference.

29 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Our Lady of Loreto, 18000 East Arapahoe Road, Foxfield.
Are you newly married? Take time out for your marriage with a half day “Love
Your Marriage” enrichment retreat. Learn how to “Build a Strong Relationship in
the First Five Years of Marriage.” The retreat is $40, and includes lunch, materials,
and childcare. For more information and to register now, go to archden.org/
loveyourmarriage.
MARCH

Into the Deep: Finding
Peace Through Prayer
7 9 a.m., Sacred Heart of Mary Parish, 6739 S. Boulder Rd., Boulder, $25. Dan
Burke reveals the wisdom of the saints from his latest book Into the Deep: Finding
Peace through Prayer. Lunch & snacks included, Mass at 8 a.m. To register, go to
Avila-Institute.org/Events.

MARCH

WAYS TO SERVE

Samaritan House
volunteer opportunites
available
Samaritan House
homeless shelter in
downtown Denver is
seeking volunteers to
help serve individuals
and families staying
at the shelter.
To sign up for a
time slot, visit serve.
ccdenver.org.

The Gabriel House Project
The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
serve.ccdenver.
org or contact
Kalynn Webster at
720-799-9306.

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities,
visit ccdenver.
org/volunteers.
For a full listing of volunteer opportunities and all
available time slots, visit serve.ccdenver.org

Catholic Families Night
with the Denver Nuggets
1

4 p.m., Pepsi Center,
1000 Chopper Cir.,
Denver, tickets start at
$18. For the sixth year
in a row, the Denver
Nuggets are hosting
Catholic Families Night
at the Pepsi Center
on Sunday, March
1. They will face-off
against the defending
NBA champions, the
Toronto Raptors.
A portion of every
ticket purchased will
benefit the St. Sebastian
Project Denver, a nonprofit organization that
seeks to enhance and
support sports programs

MARCH

St. John Paul II Lecture
Series: Janet Smith
10 7 p.m., St. John Vianney Refectory, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, RSVP required.
Janet Smith, recently retired professor at Sacred Heart Seminary in Detroit and author
of Humanae Vitae: A Generation Later and A Right to Privacy, will speak at the final
installment of this season’s St. John Paul II Lecture Series March 10. Drawing from her
expertise, she will speak on how Catholics can remain faithful during these trying
times for the Church and also how we can encourage other Catholics to stay in the
Church and even consider joining the Church. This event is free of charge, but we do
ask that you RSVP online at archden.org/lecture.

at Catholic schools.
If you cannot make it to
the game on March 1,
there are two alternative
game options where
a portion of ticket
sales benefits Catholic
school sports programs.
Those games are
Monday, March 9 vs.
the Milwaukee Bucks
and Monday, March 30
vs. the Oklahoma City
Thunder. Order your
tickets online at nuggets.
ksetickets.com/1920cfn.
Be sure to use the ticket
link above to ensure
your purchase will
benefit the St. Sebastian
Project to help local
Catholic schools.
For specific questions
and for more information,
please contact
Lyndsay Marchbanks at
303.405.7635 or email
Lyndsay.Marchbanks@
teamkse.com

27

Retrouvaille of Denver

3/27 - 3/29, Contact
for location, $250.
Retrouvaille is a lifeline
for marriages, a program
for couples with marital
problems that want
marriage help. No matter
how much you are
hurting, no marriage is
beyond hope. For more
information or to
register, contact us
at 303-317-5111 or
Retrouvaille.CO@
gmail.com.
28

Catholic Women’s
Conference

8 a.m., CU South Denver
Event Center, 10035 S
Peoria St., Lone Tree, $65.
Women will encounter
Christ in His suffering,
death and hope in
His resurrection this
Lenten season through
inspiring speakers,
sharing in fellowship

with Catholic women,
and participating in the
Sacrament of Confession
and the Eucharist at the
Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass. To register, visit
denvercatholicconference.
com/women. For
registration questions,
please contact Megan at
303-907-9005. This is an
18+ event for women only.
29

St. Anne’s 84th Annual
Spaghetti Dinner

12 p.m. - 6 p.m., Shrine
of St. Anne, 7555
Grant Pl., Arvada, $4
- $9. Spaghetti and
meatballs, salad, bread,
beverage & dessert.
Take out available.
Homemade items
available for purchase
at the country store.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
SUNDAY, MARCH 8
6:30 a.m. English,
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Sam Morehead
Fr. James Fox
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, MARCH 15
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support of our viewers.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885

RATES

$7 per line / 5-line
minimum.
Logo / photo extra charge.

DEADLINES

Reservations due 8 days
before publication date.
Early deadlines are
possible; please plan
ahead.

CALL

303-715-3230
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FOR RENT

Thank you, Saint Jude, for your faithful
intercessory prayers. KDEG

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH
BAKE & FRY featuring COD, fries, rice,
coleslaw, mac & cheese, roll for $12.00
adults, $11 seniors, & children 4-12 $6.
Fridays during Lent, 4:30-7PM. LIGHT OF
THE WORLD ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,
10306 W Bowles Ave, Littleton, CO.

COLUMBINE CHORALE PRESENTS
MISHMASS!! See ad at bottom of

this page.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
MOUNT OLIVET - 2 FOR 1 SALE!
Adjoining plots in lovely, sold out area.
Quiet neighbors! Sec 30, Blk 2, Lot 16,
Grs 1 & 2. $8,000 for BOTH; value $16K!!

MOUNT OLIVET - Three plots for sale:
two side-by-side plots near entrance,
Sec 33, Blk 3, Lot 5, Grs 8 & 9, $8,400 for
both - call 303-429-9170. ALSO selling
single plot in Sect 37, Blk 2, Lot 20, Gr 4,
$6,500 - call 720-209-7147. EPL
OLINGER CROWN HILL - Two
adjacent full casket crypts in the chapel
area of the Tower of Memories. There
are no other crypts available in this
sold out mausoleum. Current value is
$55,000 for the pair, however, serious
lower offers will be entertained. No
funeral services incl. Contact Glenn c/o
Regis Jesuit H.S. at 303-269-8041 or
gchurchill@regisjesuit.com
OLINGER CROWN HILL - Proceeds
will benefit the Society of St Vincent
de Paul Denver Metro Council & its 32
conferences. Four plots for sale!!
Two adjoining plots in Blk 68, Row
177, Lot D, Sps 3&4. Asking $6,500 ea
& trans fee $595 ea. Also, 2 adjoining
plots in Blk 5, Row 118, Lot D, Sps 1&2.
Asking $6,000 ea & trans fee $595 ea.
Email svdpden@outlook.com or call
303-960-9163.

thecatholicfoundation.com
A
R
K
S

PRAYERS
IN THANKSGIVING

254-644-0510; Countrygirldar@gmail.com

Kim.Grace@archden.org

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

EVENTS

Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call today: 303-456-6898

IN THANKSGIVING

Thank you, St. Jude, for prayers
answered. In all things I will make
your name known and cause you to be
invoked. AFA

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY
The Colorado Catholic Deaf Ministry - an
outreach of St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, serves the front range with signed
& interpreted Masses, religious education
for deaf children & adults, Sacramental
Preparation & Celebrations. Contact us
through our web page: ColoradoCatholicDeaf.com or: Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe
Benedetto at 303-233-1523 or VP (720)
235-0580 or come to the 10:00 AM signed
mass at St. Bernadette Church.

PAPAL INTENTION:
FEBRUARY 2020
Listen to the Migrants’ Cries: We pray
that the cries of our migrant brothers
and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered.

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Lord Jesus, you traveled a hard and
lonely road with Mary and Joseph.
As a child, they carried you to a foreign
land to escape the wrath of Herod.
Lord, may we see you present in the
migrants and refugees who knock at
the doors of our nation. Open our ears
to hear the cry of the poor, the weak,
the weary and wounded, the children
and newborns and tiny babies still in
the womb! Open our hearts! Give us
hearts like Your Sacred Heart– large,
and warm and welcoming. Lord, even if
we cannot welcome everyone, help us
to welcome someone– even one child,
one family in need. Holy Family, help us
to pray and work for justice and mercy
in a broken world. Amen.
- Fr. Joseph Laramie, SJ Visit the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network at PopesPrayerUSA.net

BEDROOM FOR RENT in private

home in Centennial. Includes kitchen
privileges. Convenient to bus lines and
shopping. Seeking reliable female nonsmoker; $600/mo. Call 303-795-8865.

DONATIONS NEEDED

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for anyone in need
in our community. Donate DME items
or borrow wheelchairs, walkers, bath
benches, hospital beds and more. Visit
DominicanHHA.org or call 720-770-8470
for more information.

THE ‘HOLY ROSARY BEGGAR’
I am asking for the following Catholic
religious items to send to Catholic Missions: Missals, Prayer Books, Scapulars,
Small Statues, Crucifixes, Medals, Holy
Cards, Pictures, and Rosaries in any
condition and age. If you are cleaning
out and have these Catholic items, please
consider helping to send them on to
Catholic Missions that they may be used,
once again, by fellow Catholics who have
so very little. Please send items to:
Mr. Peter Gaidos, PO Box 494333, Garland,
TX 75049-4333.
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AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

ELECTRICAL, CONT’D

HOUSE & PET SITTING

REMODELING

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

MDK REMODELING

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

HAVE PEACE OF MIND WHILE
YOU ARE AWAY! Catholic mother &

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,

Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners
& water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned
& operated since 1957. Members of St.
Joseph Church for 40+ yrs. Please
call 303-571-1171, No.CO 970-482-7520.
For important info& latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - Spring Special:

**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of June!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 19 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021.

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.
com or call 303-463-8200.

PAINTING
BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING – Interior or exterior

house painting or remodeling. Free
estimates. Senior discount. Imagine
Painting - 720-320-1841

QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOORS

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS, BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK

Install l Refinish l Sand l Repair
Laminate l Vinyl Plank l Solid Wood
Call us at 720-641-1715
Email: americanflooringin@gmail.com

720-320-1841 Family business - Senior
discount, free estimates. Call us today!

CONCRETE

HANDYMAN

CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, REPAIRS

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

Great house cleaning
20 years experience
Remarkable references
Call Ede at 303-263-5849

Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

CONTRACTOR
NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?
CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all
your construction needs.

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST
PRICES - 303-249-8221

Also, remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business; Senior discount. Free estimates.

Tile, paint and floors
Kitchens, basements, baths
Cheaper than a plumber
Call 303-668-3973

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements. Free
estimates. Call 720-320-1841

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances,
TVs, mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc.
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

HELP WANTED

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841

PATIOS

CLEANING SERVICES
EDE CAN DO IT!!

daughter would love to care for your
home & pets. References. Lakewood &
surrounding areas. Call 303-502-0384.

PLUMBING

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business. Free estimates; senior discount.

ROOFING COMPANIES
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS – Quality work at a fair

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

Free estimates. Roofing Contractor.
Local company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR – Repairs are all I do! Wind

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

Disposals, faucets, water pressure
valves, drain cleaning, pipes, water
heaters, sump pumps, toilets, sprinkler
repair & install. www.vertecservices.
com for coupons!!

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST - Free

Service Directory |

Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, &
sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

DHHA SEEKING CLINICAL
NURSE SUPERVISOR - Dominican

Home Health Agency seeks a dynamic
RN to serve as a Clinical Supervisor to
provide leadership for the In-Home
Care program, manage nursing staff,
and ensure ongoing quality care
for our patients! Contact Dan today
to learn how you can become a
part of our dedicated team! Call
720-770-8461 or send an email to
dgrey@dominicanhha.org.

Classifieds

LOCAL
SUNDAY
TV MASS
ON TELEVISION

Colorado
Public Television
Channel 12
6:30 am in English
7 am in Spanish

ST. THOMAS MORE GIFT SHOP,
PART TIME - Friendly, reliable person

w/strong customer service, sales and
merchandising skills needed. Prior retail
exp. a plus. Weekends required. Email
Joanie at joaniez@stthomasmore.org

PARISH INTERNAL AUDITOR for
the Archdiocese of Denver Management
Co. to plan & perform on-site reviews
of parishes, schools, missions and
institutions. This position involves
significant regional travel. Bachelor’s
degree required; CPA/MBA or equivalent
experience is preferred. Experience in
operational finance, financial analysis
and/or financial planning and a mix of
both external & internal audit experience is preferred. Successful candidate
will be technically competent and proficient with Microsoft Word and Excel.
We seek a fully initiated Catholic in the
communion of the Church. A complete
job description, list of qualifications,
and application instructions are posted
at https://www.archden.org/careers.

AND NOW
ONLINE

on the
Archdiocese
of Denver
channel on

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support
of our viewers.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way,
Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village,
CO 80111

303.468.9885

thecatholicfoundation.com

TILE
TILE OR REMODELING

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

Help bring
The CatholicTV
Network
to Denver!

estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

It’s easy:

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

□
□
□

□

ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORTING CHECKLIST
Suspicion of abuse/neglect is all
that is necessary to report.
Reports are confidential.
You will be asked to describe your
concerns about the child/adult and it
will be helpful if you can provide the
person’s name, age, address, gender,
school, and names of parents.
Is there immediate danger?
• YES-CALL 911
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or
local law enforcement

□
□
□
□
□

Did I get the name and contact of
the person I made the report to?
Did I contact the Archdiocese
Victim Assistance Coordinator
at 720-239-2832?
Did I file the abuse reporting
form with the Office of Child
and Youth Protection?
Did I notify my supervisors?
Is any other action necessary?

 Visit GetCatholicTV.com
 Complete the email
form for your cable &
satellite providers*
 Tell your friends!
*Prefer to send a postcard?
Call Bonnie at
617-923-0220

catholictv.org
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Perspectives

Beyond Amazonia

T

he post-synodal apostolic
exhortation Querida Amazonia [Dear Amazonia] did not
accept or endorse the 2019 Amazonian synod’s proposal that viri probati
— mature married men — be ordained
priests in that region. So until the
German
Church’s
GEORGE “synodal
WEIGEL path”
comes up
The Catholic Difference
with a simiGeorge Weigel is a
lar proposal
distinguished senior
(which
fellow of the Ethics and
seems
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
more than
likely), a
period of pause has been created in
which some non-hysterical reflection on the priesthood and celibacy
can take place throughout the world
Church. Several points might be usefully pondered in the course of that
conversation.
The first involves celibacy and the
Kingdom.
Christians live, or ought to live,
in a different time-zone because the
Kingdom of God is among us, by the
Lord’s own declaration in the gospels.
Different vocations in the Church
bear radical witness to that truth
and remind the rest of us of it. The
vocations that live the evangelical

counsels of poverty, chastity, and obedience in a consecrated way do that.
So should the celibate priesthood.
It was said openly during the Amazonian synod, and it’s often muttered
in other contexts, that celibacy makes
no sense to many people. Which is
quite true — if those people are living
in pagan societies that haven’t heard
the Gospel or post-Christian societies
that have abandoned the Gospel and
haven’t been re-evangelized. Celibacy, a total gift of self to God, only
makes sense in a Kingdom context.
So if celibacy doesn’t make sense in
Amazonia or Dusseldorf or Hamburg,
that likely has something to do with
a failure to preach the Gospel of the
inbreaking Kingdom of God in Amazonia, Dusseldorf, and Hamburg.
All of which is to say that the failures of Catholic Lite and Catholic
Zero aren’t going to be addressed by
lighter Catholic Lite or less-than-zero
Catholic Zero.
The second point to ponder
involves celibacy and the broader
reform of the priesthood.
The brutal assault on Pope Emeritus Benedict and Cardinal Robert
Sarah over their book From the
Depths of Our Hearts obscured one of
the crucial points these two eminent
churchmen were trying to make:
namely, that the priesthood is in

crisis throughout the world because
priesthood is too often reduced to a
set of functions, rather than being
understood and lived as a unique
vocational configuration to Jesus
Christ, the eternal high priest of the
New Covenant. There were hints of
this function-think at the Amazonian
synod, where some bishops seemed
to imagine ordained viri probati as a
kind of Catholic variant on the local
shaman: an elder who does magical
things in the spirit world. But the
dumbing down of priesthood — the
reduction of priestly ministry to what
was sometimes called in the 1970s
“priestcraft” — is a problem throughout the world Church.
It is a problem in seminaries that
are boot camps for a clerical caste
system. It is a problem where priesthood is thought to be a step up the
social ladder in poorer countries.
And it can be a problem in pastoral
settings where the priest is so overwhelmed by the many things he must
do that he can be tempted to forget
just what he is: an icon of the priesthood of Jesus Christ.
So any serious discussion about
the reform of the priesthood must
begin with a deep dive into the
Church’s theology of Holy Orders,
rather than with debates about how
to “make things work better.” Those

debates are important. But they are
secondary to the authentic Catholic
reform of priestly ministry.
Then there is the question of celibacy and clerical sexual abuse. It’s
been said many times but it evidently
it needs saying again: a married clergy
is not the silver-bullet answer to clerical sexual abuse because marriage
is not a crime-prevention program.
That is an obvious sociological truth,
in that most sexual abuse takes place
within family settings, and denominations with a married clergy have
their own serious problems of clerical
sexual misbehavior and abuse. In a
Catholic context, it should also be an
obvious theological truth, given the
Catholic understanding of the sacramentality of marriage. Thus it would
help facilitate a real conversation
about the reform of the priesthood in
the Catholic Church if the nonsensical notion that abandoning celibacy
would solve the crisis of clerical
sexual abuse were taken off the board,
permanently.
The reform of the priesthood,
including a deepening of the Church’s
commitment to the value of celibacy
as a radical witness to the Kingdom,
begins, as does all authentic Catholic
reform, with deeper conversion to
Jesus Christ and the Gospel.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In support of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen’s beatification

A

s a young kid, I recall watching the Emmy-award winning
television show of the 1950s
and 1960s entitled “Life Is Worth
Living,” hosted by (then) Bishop
Fulton J. Sheen. I still watch re-runs
of his program almost every Sunday
afternoon on EWTN Cable TV network. He was later elevated to an
archbishop, and still later elevated by
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI to the
rank and dignity of “Blessed Servant
of God, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen.”
As almost every Catholic knows, it
takes two miracles to be authenticated to be considered for Sainthood.
Some of my Protestant friends and
family have misguided notions that
Catholics pray solely to the Virgin
Mary. I gently remind them that we
Roman Catholics pray to Almighty
God, and only ask the intercession
of others (especially saints) to aid us

in our spiritual intentions. When I
explain it to them, that it is comparable to some Protestant Churches
invoking “Prayer Warriors” to aid in
prayer, they finally get the drift.
Anyhow, some while ago, a young
boy was born almost stillborn. He
wasn’t breathing and was unresponsive for an incredible 61 minutes.
Paramedics were ready to call a
doctor to pronounce the baby dead,
when a miracle happened: The baby’s
parents prayed to Almighty God but
they also invoked the intercession
of the Blessed Archbishop Fulton J.
Sheen’s memory and soul to intercede
and magnify their prayers. Suddenly,
the little boy began breathing and is
alive to this day. Pope Francis duly
declared the first miracle attributed
to Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen. His
beatification was set to occur this
past Dec 21, 2019, but a bishop from

Rochester, New York, asked the Vatican to postpone it; which is what
happened.
While I think it’s proper to review
all cases for beatification and/or
sainthood, it is pretty apparent (barring any undisclosed material ) that
Archbishop Sheen has been “vetted”
quite a number of times; plus he has
been deceased over 40 years (he died
in December 1979). Plus, the civil
authorities have had over two or
three months to examine his arrival
records from when he was bishop of
Rochester, New York. If something
was amiss or out-of-place, it would
have been discovered by now.
My point is: clear the man’s name
if he is innocent. And, conversely, if
there is something dubious in the historical files, disclose that too. It seems
as if there has been sort of a “media
blackout.” I just don’t want the case
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Discover the wonders of Catholic France
on the Vine & Cloister pilgrimage

T

ucked away in the province of
Burgundy, wine, Romanesque
architecture, and the monastic life all reached their highpoint in
the Middle
DR. R.
Ages. In
JARED
his book,
STAUDT
Cluny: In
Search of
The Catholic Reader
God’s Lost
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
Empire
husband and father of six,
(Bluethe director of formation for
Bridge,
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
2006),
writer, and insatiable reader.
Edwin
Mullins
describes how the monastery of
Cluny, in particular, arose from a
hunting lodge donated to it in the
year 910 to the largest church in
Christendom, soon boasting a network of at least 1,500 dependent
monasteries throughout Europe. But,
as the title of his book implies, this
empire was lost, crumbling under the
pressure of stagnation, religious wars,
and the French Revolution. Cluny’s
enormous church has been mostly
destroyed, sold piecemeal for building
material, and the nearby Clairvaux,
St. Bernard’s great Cistercian abbey,
was transformed by revolutionaries
into a maximum-security prison.
And, yet, there is still much left to
see, bearing witness to the greatness

of this lost realm of monks. The most
splendid Romanesque churches, the
former Clunianc abbey of Vézelay and
the cathedral of Autun, continue to
reflect the glory of medieval Christendom. Even if St. Bernard’s abbey has
been turned to secular use, his foundation at Fontenay continues to point
beautifully, though starkly, to the Cistercian vision of prayer, with its pristine condition giving rise to its distinction as a UNESCO heritage site.
The labora (work) that accompanied
the ora (prayer) of these Cistercian
monks can still be found at the Clos
du Vougeot vineyard that preserves
the monks’ original cellars, representing the largest grand cru vineyard
in testimony to great care the monks
took to perfect winemaking.
I will be setting off, like Mullins, in
search of Cluny and the great legacy of
Catholic culture in central and southern France for The Vine & the Cloister
pilgrimage that I am leading this September 18-28 (rtijourneys.com/thevine-and-the-cloister). I’ve been teaching Catholic history and culture for
over 10 years and have found that there
is nothing that compares to a direct
experience of this history and culture.
On pilgrimage, we do not simply visit
as tourists and take pictures (even if
we do snap a few); we enter into the
vision and spirit of the communities

and events that built these incredible
sights. We follow the trail of the saints
and join them in prayer, seeking to imitate not only their footsteps on their
original soil, but in pointing us to our
true homeland.
From Burgundy, that great capital
of vines and cloisters, we will move
south to Provence, to sip the popes’
wine at Avignon, not far from their
remarkable 14th century palace; will
honor St. Anne, Our Lady’s mother,
at her miracle-working shrine in
Apt; and will climb to St. Mary Magdalene’s cave at Saint-Maximin-laSainte Baume, where we’ll stay at a
medieval monastery turned hotel.
From there, we’ll set sail to the
ancient monastic island of Lérins,
once home to St. Patrick, where the
Trappist monks continue to make
wine within the Riviera. Continuing
back along the coast, we’ll stop at the
Roman ruins of Nîmes on the way
to Carcassonne, the best-preserved
medieval city. Our last stop will be
Toulouse, with its beautiful churches,
including the oldest of the Dominican
Order, the church of the Jacobins,
where we’ll venerate the relics of the
Angelic Doctor, St. Thomas Aquinas.
Overall, the trip aims to provide
an integrated experience of the treasures of Catholic culture that will
lead us into spiritual transformation.

To offer a taste of the trip, I will be
leading two information sessions that
will include a wine tasting (of a Chablis, red Burgundy, and a rosé from
Provence) along with cheese pairings, accompanied by a talk on the
churches, art, and culture that will
experience on the trip. The events
will be at the Archdiocese of Denver
on Feb. 25 at 8 p.m. at Bonfils Hall
(1305 S. Monroe St.) and on March 12
at 6:30 p.m. in room 125 of the John
Paul II Center (1300 S. Steele St.).
Anyone interested in learning more
about the Catholic culture of France
is welcome to attend. There is no fee
to attend the talk, but the cost for the
wine and cheese is $10. Please RSVP
to jared.staudt@archden.org.
Like the remains of Cluny, the
legacy of Catholic culture points
to a lost time that can arise again.
“What Cluny bequeathed to European civilization,” Mullins contends,
“stands before us in the form of some
of the greatest church architecture
and carving we have, from Vézelay
and Autun to Chartres and Canterbury, and that what it achieved in its
heyday is well worthy of the description awarded it by Pope Urban II in
the 11th century: ‘Cluny shines as
another sun over the earth’” (235).
We’ll bask in what remains of this sun
and bring it with us back to Colorado.

which so many people have rallied
behind to fade away nor be swept
under the rug. The faithful deserve
closure. Archbishop Sheen’s niece,
Joan (Sheen) Cunningham wanted
her uncle’s body removed from a
crypt in New York and moved to its
new resting place in Peoria, Illinois,
near where he was born. I, too, have
relatives buried near Peoria. And,
out of sheer good luck, a year or two
ago, I spoke with Archbishop Sheen’s
niece. Both she and I were praying for
her uncle’s eventual beatification and
sainthood.
It took a court order between the
Diocese of Peoria and the Archdiocese of New York just to move Archbishop Sheen’s body. Illinois won.
No sooner did his body get back to
Peoria, did this flap of controversy
reach heated proportions. To me,
it was unseemly for two Catholic

dioceses to legally spar in the courts
and in the press. It was further
embarrassing to have a bishop or a
meager handful of bishops throw figurative red flags, which was very much
akin to a football violation, causing
this long, sad delay.
In my view, there has even been
enough time for the New York State
Attorney General and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation to investigate
Archbishop Sheen’s administrative
handling of clerical issues during
his fairly brief three-year stint as
Rochester’s bishop. It’s time to end
the suspense. If there is no evidence
of guilt, then hold the beatification.
And, if — in due time — another miracle is attributed to him, it is only
right and fair to make Archbishop
Sheen a saint. It is undeniable that he
reached out and touched the lives of
millions of people of all persuasions

by his books, his radio programs, his
television telecasts, and his personal
travels and ministry.
Saint Pope John Paul II was a good
man, too. Yet, he died only comparatively recently in 2005, not quite
15 years ago. Archbishop Sheen has
been deceased 40 years, plus he had
throngs of reporters around him at
every turn when he was alive. His
television program was so popular, it
beat out Milton Berle (the Jerry Seinfeld of his day). Archbishop Sheen
met with popes, presidents, princes
and paupers. He also met with lepers.
Personally, I want a resolution to
his beatification and sainthood cause.
And, as near as I can tell, with no
evidence thus far to the contrary: It
should go forward. I have relatives in
Denver and other parts of Colorado
who have been blessed by Archbishop
Sheen. I can even add myself to the

list. I am a cancer survivor. While I
am not going to be presumptuous and
list that as a miracle solely due to him,
it didn’t hurt — and may have inspired
my recovery. I attribute it to faith,
family, and a positive attitude along
with skillful doctors, surgeons and
the right mix of chemotherapy some
35 years ago.
I encourage everyone to pray for
Archbishop Fulton John Sheen. The
dream must not die. The good evangelization MUST continue. Virtue
always triumphs. While we are all
sinners, I sincerely believe that Archbishop Sheen is more deserving than
most at eventually becoming a saint.
Sincerely,
James A. Marples
Longview, Texas
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

