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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Building marriages that last a lifetime

O

ur culture talks a lot about
marriage tragedies but not
enough about successes. In
the checkout line at the grocery store,
on TV shows and in the news, we hear
about celebrities whose marriages are
falling apart.
But why don’t we hear more about
marriage successes? I am always
edified by the couples at our annual
marriage anniversary Masses who are
celebrating 50, 60 or even 70 years of
marriage. They are a real sign of what
the Lord desires for marriage.
A realistic look at the state of Catholic marriages shows that some couples who marry in the Church struggle because they didn’t receive a good
foundation, or they never addressed
underlying personal problems.
To help address this, the Church
observes National Marriage Week,
Feb. 7-14. I am dedicating this column
to highlighting this celebration, the
resources it provides and to offering
some advice to couples from my experience as a pastor.
Over the years of accompanying
married couples, there are at least
three characteristics that stand out
to me. Couples who have strong
marriages are those who place faith
first, seek to selflessly serve their
spouse and extend forgiveness often.
The order of these characteristics is
important, since they flow from one
another. Without faith, it’s extremely
difficult – if not impossible – to selflessly serve another person, and without this loving exchange of kindness,
forgiveness can be quite hard.
When I think of those couples who
have strong marriages, faith comes
first for them. By placing faith first, I
mean husbands and wives who intentionally seek the Father’s will in their
personal lives and in the life of their
marriage and family. This is done
through the couple praying together
and for each other. Those couples
whose marriages bear great fruit have
done this in different ways. It can be
praying the rosary together, reading
and reflecting upon the Scriptures
together, or spontaneous prayer to
the Holy Spirit as a couple.
When husbands and wives take
the chance to open their hearts to
the Father and each other, and invite
him into their marriage, they become

PHOTO BY GABRIELLA MILLER

united in purpose and receive the
graces needed to respond to the challenges that come their way.
In his well-known book, Three
To Get Married, Archbishop Fulton
Sheen speaks eloquently about the
way that marriage passes from its
honeymoon phase into the deeper,
more selfless form of love. He writes,
“The deep ecstatic love that some
Christian fathers and mothers have
after passing through their Calvaries
is beautiful to behold. True ecstasy is
really not of youth, but of age. In the
first ecstasy, one seeks to receive all
that the other can give. In the second
ecstasy, one seeks to give everything
to God.”
This second characteristic of a
lasting marriage is one that plays out
countless times in parishes. Most
often it occurs when a husband or
wife devotedly cares for their sick
spouse, even when they themselves
are suffering with an ailment. These
people aren’t just drawing upon their
inner reserves of strength and love. If
you asked them how they did it, they
would tell you that they are only able
to do it with God’s help.
The final feature of successful
marriages is that forgiveness is freely
and frequently exchanged between
the spouses. Forgiveness is both a
decision and a process that takes

time. This is where a husband or
wife who have been selflessly serving
their spouse comes into the picture.
Selfless acts involve exercising the
will and intellect – the two powers
required to forgive. When one spouse
offends or hurts their spouse, the
victim doesn’t usually feel like forgiving the offender, but they can engage
their will and their intellect to decide
to forgive. We see Jesus extend that
forgiveness with his first words from
the Cross, “Father forgive them for
they know not what they do.”
I recently heard a story from
the Made for Love Podcast in which a
couple that had been married for over
10 years reflected back on their early
years. When they first got married,
they thought their love for each other
would overpower any imperfections
they had. But after several months,
they saw that each other’s faults
weren’t going away and they had to
apologize far more than they ever

thought they would. If they hadn’t
been able to decide to forgive each
other, their marriage would have
suffered. Because they are practicing
Catholics who desire to selflessly love
each other, despite sometimes failing
to do so, they had the grace and virtue
to forgive the other.
The family, founded upon marriage, is the fundamental cell of
society. Perhaps the greatest impact
that we can make upon the future of
our country is to form marriages that
are lasting and fruitful. During the
upcoming celebration of National
Marriage Week, I encourage all who
have discerned a call to marriage or
who are already married to work on
strengthening themselves through
growth in faith, selfless service and
forgiveness. May God bless and
inspire all married and engaged couples in the archdiocese to continue
to give witness to Christ’s love for the
Church!
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@ArchbishopDen

Jan. 27

Yesterday celebrated the #LunarNewYear2020
with #QueenofVietnameseMartyrs Parish. Help
all people come to love through your Word! +sja
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
FEB. 22: Transitional Diaconate Ordination, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
Denver (10 a.m.)
FEB. 23: Confirmation Mass, Notre Dame, Denver (3 p.m.)
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OFFICIAL ACTS
The following dispensations have been granted
by His Holiness Pope Francis, and received by
Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.;
Mr. Leonard S. Alimena has been granted a
dispensation from the clerical state and the
obligations connected to Sacred Ordination
of Priesthood by the Roman Pontiff, Pope
Francis, effective December 15, 2018.
Mr. Frank T. Moore has been granted a
dispensation from the clerical state and the
obligations connected to Sacred Ordination
of Priesthood by the Roman Pontiff, Pope
Francis, effective December 15, 2018.
Mr. Thomas Vincent Rotole has been granted
a dispensation from the clerical state and the
obligations connected to Sacred Ordination
of Priesthood by the Roman Pontiff, Pope
Francis, effective March 19, 2019.

Mr. Craig D. Hart has been granted a
dispensation from the clerical state and the
obligations connected to Sacred Ordination
of Priesthood by the Roman Pontiff, Pope
Francis, effective March 19, 2019.
Mr. Joseph D. Doman has been granted a
dispensation from the clerical state and the
obligations connected to Sacred Ordination
of Priesthood by the Roman Pontiff, Pope
Francis, effective September 18, 2019.
Mr. Francis Anthony Giuliano has been
granted a dispensation from the clerical state
and the obligations connected to Sacred
Ordination of Priesthood by the Roman
Pontiff, Pope Francis, effective September 18,
2019.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
October 15, 2019
Reverend Leonardus Hambur, OSM, granted
Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver, and appointed Parochial Vicar at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Denver, Colorado,
effective immediately, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Vittorio Boria, O.F.M., Cap., granted
Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver, and appointed for Mission and
Ministry to the Capuchin Province of MidAmerica in Denver, Colorado, effective
immediately, until his time in ministry here is
completed.
January 23, 2020
Reverend Douglas Grandon reappointed
Parochial Vicar at St. Vincent de Paul Parish,
Denver, Colorado, effective January 18, 2020,
ad nutum archiepiscopi. This appointment is
in addition to his duties as National Chaplain
for FOCUS.
Reverend Michael Freihofer appointed
Administrator pro tempore of Guardian Angels
Parish, Mead Colorado, effective February 4,
2020, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Peter Wojda appointed Pastor of
Saint Anne Parish, Grand Lake, Saint Peter
Parish, Kremmling, and Saint Ignatius Parish
in Walden, and the Mission Churches of Our
Lady of the Snow, Granby and Saint Bernard
of Montjoux, Winter Park, Colorado, effective
February 4, 2020, for approximately six-years,
ending on June 15, 2026.
Reverend Mathias Constant Bayiha appointed

Reverend Kevin Dyer, S.J., granted Presbyteral
faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and
appointed for Mission and Ministry to assist
the Mission of FOCUS, effective immediately,
until his time in ministry here is completed.
Very Reverend James S. Spahn, appointed
Dean of the Northeast Deanery, effective
October 1, 2019, until June 30, 2022.
OTHER: Reverend Juan Manuel Bonilla,
released from ministry in the Archdiocese
of Denver to serve as an Itinerant Missionary
Priest for the Neocatechumenal Way, effective
October 1, 2019, for a three-year period.
Parochial Vicar at Saint Anne Parish, Grand
Lake, Saint Peter Parish, Krenunling, and Saint
Ignatius Parish in Walden, and the Mission
Churches of Our Lady of the Snow, Granby
and Saint Bernard of Montjoux, Winter Park,
Colorado, effective February 4, 2020, ad
nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Jose de Jesus Murillo granted
faculties and appointed Parochial Vicar at
Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora, Colorado,
effective January 24, 2020, ad nutum
archiepiscopi.
Reverend Raphael JeongHun Kim granted
faculties and appointed Pastor of St. Lawrence
Korean Catholic Church, effective January 15,
2020, for a period of five years.
OTHER: Reverend Frank Maroney, completed
assignment and relieved as Administrator pro
tempore at Guardian Angels Parish, Mead,
Colorado, effective February 3, 2020. He
returns to retired status.
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Legacy

You’re invited to experience
the joy of giving now and
beyond your lifetime.
In St Paul’s sixth chapter in his Letter to the Galatians, he reminds us,
“So then, while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, but
especially to those who belong to the family of the faith.”
The Catholic Foundation gathers, stewards and facilitates charitable
giving for the long-term benefit of donors, parishes, schools and
ministries in the Archdiocese of Denver over the past 20 years.
The Foundation team financially ensures that a strong, vibrant, and
faithful Catholic community flourishes at your parish and
throughout northern Colorado.
We can help you meet your charitable goals through Gifts in
the following areas: Donor Advised Funds, Planned Gifts from your
Estate, Endowments, Charitable Gift Annuities, IRA Charitable
rollovers and gifts of cash, stock and real estate. Our partnership
with you provides a promising future for the Church and the
causes that matter to you most.

Prudent planning starts with just a conversation.
Find us on Facebook, on our website or simply give
us a call at 303-468-9885.
@beyondyourlifetime

Beyond
your Lifetime

giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com
TheCatholicFoundation.com
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Cover Story

“

The
Catholic Church has
long taught that
every person,
whether they
are unborn, sick,
or sinful, has a
God-given dignity that cannot
be erased or
taken away.”
BISHOP JORGE
RODRIGUEZ

Death penalty repeal passes
in Senate, clearing major
hurdle to becoming law
BY AARON LAMBERT
aaron.lambert@archden.org

A

bill to abolish the death penalty in Colorado passed in the
Senate Jan. 31, making a passing vote in the House the final hurdle
to a repeal being signed into law by the
governor.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and
Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez have advocated strongly for the abolishment of
the death penalty here in Colorado.
They, along with the other bishops of
the Colorado Catholic Conference,
lauded the decision.
“The Catholic Bishops of Colorado
commend the Colorado Senate for passing SB20-100 and taking an important
step to repealing the death penalty in
our state,” the Colorado Catholic Conference said in a statement. “We wish to
thank bill sponsors Sen. Julie Gonzales
and Sen. Jack Tate, Senate President
Leroy Garcia, and all the other senators who supported this important

legislation. The Colorado Bishops have
been active in their support for this bill.”
Prior to the Senate vote, the Colorado Senate Judiciary Committee voted
Jan. 27 to advance a bill to the Senate
in a 3-2 decision. Among the many who
testified in the six-hour debate was
Bishop Rodriguez, who reaffirmed the
Catholic Church’s teachings on the dignity of life and Christ’s mercy.
“The Catholic Church has long
taught that every person, whether they
are unborn, sick, or sinful, has a Godgiven dignity that cannot be erased or
taken away,” Bishop Rodriguez told the
committee. “Yes, it can be marred, but it
cannot be blotted out in the eyes of God.
“…even those who committed horrible crimes and are in prison are not
outside of Christ’s mercy. In fact, he
counts them as his ‘least brothers.’”
The bishop noted that while the
families of victims may feel that justice is being served in the act of capital
punishment, “the reality is that only
God can offer true justice in eternity,”
he said.

Bishop Rodriguez argued that the
use of the death penalty speaks to
a deeper problem of the rejection of
human dignity, one that can open the
floodgates to dangerous implications.
“Besides the fact that it cannot offer
healing to victims and their loved ones,
the use of the death penalty only adds
to the cycle of violence,” he said. “What
are we teaching our children? If we as a
society accept the idea that it’s possible
for someone to lose their human dignity
and be executed, then it is only a short
step to say that certain classes or types
of people belong to this less-than-human group. History has shown that this
is not outside the realm of possibility.”
Bishop Stephen J. Berg of the Diocese of Pueblo echoed Bishop Rodriguez in an op-ed penned for the Pueblo
Chieftain.
“In my years as a priest, I have gone
to visit prisoners in Texas and Colorado. I have seen how despite being
hidden by the disfigurement of a life
of sin and often suffering, every prisoner’s God-given dignity is waiting to
be freed,” Bishop Berg wrote. “Indeed,
I have witnessed the return to the faith
of the most hardened criminals.
“The death penalty, while it might
offer a sense of short-term justice, only
adds to the cycle of violence and takes
away this opportunity for conversion,”
he continued. “Conversion and healing are also possible for the victims and

their families. It is tempting to hold
on to hatred for those who hurt you
so deeply, but it consumes the lives of
those who let it remain in their hearts.
Instead, when the cycle of violence is
interrupted by forgiveness and faith,
the opportunity exists for healing and
growth in charity for victims and their
families. God is able to take a great evil
and transform it into an even greater
good.”
“Beyond the moral considerations,
maintaining the death penalty and all
the resources that this requires does
not make economic sense. It would be
far better if our state government was
able to commit these resources to combatting the root causes of violence.”
A similar bill was expected to pass
during last year’s legislative session,
and had the Church’s and bipartisan
support as it does this year, but it failed.
Colorado has executed a total of 101
people in its history, all of them males
found guilty of murder. Yet, the state
has only executed one person — in 1997
— since the Colorado Supreme Court
reinstated capital punishment in 1975.
Presently, three men are on death
row in Colorado. This repeal would
apply to any sentencing after July 1,
2020.
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Pro-lifers invited to rally
and rosary before hearing
for abortion bills Feb. 11

PHOTO BY BRANDON YOUNG

BY ROCIO MADERA
rocio.madera@archden.org

A

ll are invited to join the fight to
protect unborn and newborn
babies at a rally and press conference before the committee hearing
for the Born Alive After Abortion Bill
Feb. 11 at the Colorado State Capital.
House Bill 20-1068 would require
doctors to deliver the same level of care
and diligence to preserve the life and
health of a living baby born during or
after an abortion and establishes a doctor-patient relationship when a living
child is born under such circumstances.
If passed, the bill would also require
that the child is immediately transferred to a hospital.
Any physician who does not provide
the same care to a child born during
or after an abortion would be fined
$100,000, and the bill also stipulates the
state attorney general can file a lawsuit
to collect the fine from the physician
in question. The bill would make this
violation a class three felony, and the
person who reports the felony would
remain confidential. If passed, anyone
N
EE ATIO
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who fails to report the felony would be
charged with a class one misdemeanor.
Attendees will have the opportunity
to pray the rosary at the State Capitol
during the hearing and testify at the
committee. If you’re unable to attend
this rally, they ask you to please pray
for all involved in the praying and testifying, the legislators, but mostly, pray
for the children already lost and those
who can still be saved.
“Please come testify in these bill
hearings. It is imperative to call, write,
or email your state representatives in
support of HB20-1068 and HB20-1098.
Most especially, pray the rosary at the
start of bill testimony to bring an end
to late-term abortion in Colorado!” said
Michael Moubarek, President of the
Catholic Medical Association Student
Section at the University of Colorado
Anschutz Medical Campus.
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apartments with
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join us for our Open House!
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RALLY AND ROSARY
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Rally: 12:30 p.m.
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PLEASE JOIN US
FEBRUARY 20, 2020 ❤ 6 PM
WINGS OVER THE ROCKIES AIR & SPACE MUSEUM
7711 E Academy Blvd ❤ Denver, CO
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At Kobe and Gianna
Bryant’s parish, prayer and
Masses for crash victims
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

H

ours before he died, basketball
superstar Kobe Bryant knelt
in prayer at Our Lady Queen
of Angels Catholic Church in Newport
Beach, California. His parish is now
praying for his soul.
Holy Mass was offered Monday at
the parish for the souls of Kobe Bryant,
his daughter Gianna, and seven other
victims of the Jan. 26 helicopter crash
that took their lives, according to NBC
4 Los Angeles.
NBC also reported that parishioners
have gathered to pray the rosary for the
Bryants, and for the other victims of
the crash.
Parishioners said Bryant was a regular part of their parish community.
Heny Russell, an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion at the parish,
remembered that Bryant presented a
bit of a challenge to her.
“When I give him communion I have
to put my arm and feet up like that so
I can reach him,” Russell said, demonstrating a stretch on the tip of her toes.
“They are very humble people, you
know,” Russell told NBC of her fellow
parishioners.
Kobe Bryant, 41, was the father of
four. Gianna Bryant, 13, was an upcoming basketball player in her own right,
who had said she hoped to play for the
University of Connecticut. They were
killed along with seven other people,
while en route via helicopter to a youth
basketball tournament.
Bryant, his wife, and children, are
reported to be regular parishioners at
Our Lady Queen of Angels Parish.
After his death was announced,
Catholics reported their experiences
of seeing Bryant at Sunday and weekday Mass in other parts of California,
and other parts of the country. Some
reported seeing him at Mass in their
cities whenever the Los Angeles Lakers,
the team for which Bryant played for 20
years, were in town.
Singer Cristina Ballestero posted
on Instagram Jan. 26 a story of her
encounter with Bryant at Holy Family
Cathedral in Orange, California at a
weekday Mass.

“As we went up to communion,
[Bryant] waited for me to go. If you grew
up in the Catholic Church, you understand this is a respectful thing men do
in church as a sign of respect to women.
He said I have a beautiful voice.”
“His most inspiring trait was his decision to turn to his faith in God and receive
God’s mercy and to be a better man after
a regretful decision,” Ballestero added.
After Bryant’s death was reported, but
before news emerged that his daughter
Gianna had also been killed, Los Angeles Archbishop Jose Gomez tweeted his
condolences.
“So very sad to hear the news of
#KobeBryant’s tragic death this
morning. I am praying for him and his
family. May he rest in peace and may
our Blessed Mother Mary bring comfort
to his loved ones. #KobeBryantRIP,”
Archbishop Gomez wrote.
An auxiliary bishop in Los Angeles,
Bishop Robert Barron, also tweeted his
condolences.
“Friends, I just learned of the shocking death of Kobe Bryant, the legendary
basketball icon here in Los Angeles. We
pray for the repose of his soul, along
with the others killed in the helicopter crash. May the Lord grant them his
mercy and welcome them into his heavenly kingdom,” Bishop Barron wrote.
Bishop Kevin Vann of Orange, Bryant’s bishop, also tweeted a message
of prayer.
“We offer our prayers and deepest
condolences to the friends and family
of Kobe Bryant, his daughter and the
other victims of today’s tragic helicopter crash. Kobe was a longtime Orange
County resident and a basketball icon
who inspired us to pursue our dreams.
May he Rest in Peace. Join me in praying for his family and for God to grant
them comfort during this difficult
time,” Bishop Vann wrote.
Bryant credited his Catholic faith
with helping him move past a challenging period in his own life and the life of
his family.
In 2003, Bryant was arrested after
he was accused of raping a woman in a
Colorado hotel room.
Bryant admitted a sexual encounter
with the woman, but denied that he had
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Kobe Bryant and his daughter
Gianna Bryant attend a basketball
game between the Los Angeles
Lakers and the Atlanta Hawks at
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2019 in Los Angeles, California.
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committed sexual assault. When the
allegation became public, Bryant lost
sponsors and faced criminal charges,
which were eventually dropped.
Bryant issued an apology to his
accuser, with whom he also reached a
settlement in a civil lawsuit.
“Although I truly believe this
encounter between us was consensual,
I recognize now that she did not and
does not view this incident the same
way I did. After months of reviewing
discovery, listening to her attorney, and
even her testimony in person, I now
understand how she feels that she did
not consent to this encounter,” Bryant
said in his 2004 apology.
In 2015, the basketball player told GQ
that after the matter was resolved, he
decided to shed some superficiality he
felt he had built up in his public persona.
“What I came to understand, coming
out of Colorado, is that I had to be me, in
the place where I was at that moment.”
Bryant said it was a priest who
helped him to make some important
personal realizations during the ordeal.
Describing his fear of being sent to
prison for a crime he believed he had
not committed, Bryant told GQ that
“The one thing that really helped me
during that process—I’m Catholic, I
grew up Catholic, my kids are Catholic—was talking to a priest.”
“It was actually kind of funny: He
looks at me and says, ‘Did you do it?’
And I say, ’Of course not.’ Then he asks,
‘Do you have a good lawyer?’ And I’m

like, ‘Uh, yeah, he’s phenomenal.’ So
then he just said, ‘Let it go. Move on.
God’s not going to give you anything you
can’t handle, and it’s in his hands now.
This is something you can’t control.
So let it go.’ And that was the turning
point,” Bryant said.
Bryant’s Catholic faith is also
reported to have helped the basketball
superstar renew his marriage. His wife
Vanessa filed for divorce in 2011.
But Bryant said he decided not to
give up on his marriage, and two years
later, his wife withdrew her divorce
petition.
“I’m not going to say our marriage is
perfect, by any stretch of the imagination,” Bryant told GQ in 2015.
“We still fight, just like every married
couple. But you know, my reputation as
an athlete is that I’m extremely determined, and that I will work my ass off.
How could I do that in my professional
life if I wasn’t like that in my personal
life, when it affects my kids? It wouldn’t
make any sense.”
Bryant’s longtime teammate and
sometime rival, Shaquille O’Neal,
tweeted Sunday that Bryant was “a
family man.”
“Kobe was so much more than an
athlete, he was a family man. That was
what we had most in common. I would
hug his children like they were my own
and he would embrace my kids like they
were his. His baby girl Gigi was born on
the same day as my youngest daughter
Me’Arah.,” O’Neal wrote.
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In-Depth

What’s an ‘ad limina’ visit? Here are 8 things you need to know
On Feb. 10-15, bishops from Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Arizona and New Mexico
will travel to Rome for their “ad limina” visits. Here’s a few things to know:
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

PHOTO CNA

WHAT IS AN AD
LIMINA VISIT?
An ad limina visit is an obligatory
visit made by all bishops to Rome
during which they pray at the tombs
of St. Peter and St. Paul. In addition,
they meet with Pope Francis and Vatican officials and present a quinquennial report of their respective diocese.

WHAT DOES AD LIMINA MEAN?
It is from the Latin ad limina apostolorum (“to the threshold of the
apostles”).

WHAT HAPPENS DURING
AN AD LIMINA VISIT?
While the audience with Pope
Francis receives the most coverage, the spiritual heart of an
ad limina visit are Masses at
the major churches
of Rome: St. Peter’s
Basilica, St. Paul
Outside the Walls,
St. John Lateran
and St. Mary
Major. In addition,
the bishops will meet
with officials from
many of the departments and offices in
the Roman Curia.

WHO PARTICIPATES IN
THE AD LIMINA VISIT?
Every active, able American bishop
will make an ad limina pilgrimage
by Feb. 22, 2020. This particular
trip will include bishops from
Colorado, Wyoming,
Utah, Arizona and
New Mexico. Among
them, Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila
and the Archdiocese of Denver’s auxiliary bishop, Bishop
Jorge H. Rodriguez
will travel to Rome.

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

DONATE YOUR COLORADO
TAX REFUND AND SUPPORT
CATHOLIC CHARITIES!
ReFUND CO, is a new program where donors like
yourself can fund local nonprofits by donating
a portion or all of their state income tax refund.
On your Voluntary Contributions schedule write in:
STEP

STEP

STEP

Our Name:
Catholic Charities and
Community Services
of the Archdiocese
of Denver

CCSA Registration #:
20033000216

Donation Amount:
You choose how much
you would like to
donate from your
refund.

1

2

More info at cfcsColorado.org

3

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
Thank you for giving back to Catholic Charities.
Questions? Call 720-799-9207

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785
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This report of the ‘ad limina’ visits
was originally compiled and published
by Detroit Catholic. It is updated and
reprinted here with permission.
IS THIS ARCHBISHOP
AQUILA’S FIRST AD
LIMINA VISIT?
This marks his first ad limina
visit as the archbishop of Denver,
but it will be his third ad limina visit
overall. As bishop of Fargo,
Archbishop Aquila participated in the 2004 and 2012
ad limina visits.

WHAT ABOUT THE
AUXILIARY BISHOP?
This will be the first ad limina
visit for Bishop Rodriguez, as he was
ordained a bishop in November 2016.

WHAT’S A QUINQUENNIAL
REPORT?
A quinquennial report is a detailed
report on the state of a diocese. Over
several chapters, it presents to the
Holy Father and the Vatican an
update on the activities of the bishop
and diocese in several areas, including the liturgical and sacramental life
of the local Church, Catholic education, evangelization, communications, social teaching of the Church,
the financial state of the diocese and
more. The chapters roughly correspond to the departments and offices
of the Vatican.

THE CODE OF CANON LAW
DICTATES THAT THE VISITS
ARE SUPPOSED TO OCCUR
EVERY FIVE YEARS. WHY
WAS THERE AN ALMOST
EIGHT-YEAR GAP BETWEEN
THE PREVIOUS AD LIMINA
VISIT AND THIS ONE?
Quite simply, the number of dioceses
and bishops throughout the world has
grown too large for that five-year schedule to be practical. There are currently
3,017 dioceses, prelatures and vicariates
around the world. To maintain a fiveyear schedule, the Holy Father would
need to meet with more than one bishop
every single day. Even with Pope Francis’ practice of meeting with groups of
bishops, the every-five-years timetable
is not feasible given the other demands
on the Holy Father’s time.

Beacon
HopeGala
of

2020

Sacred Heart Jesuit

iRetreat Housei
EVENTS

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts...
to all those who participated in the 9th Annual
Beacon of Hope Gala and Celebration of the Joy of Life!
Over 800 people gathered at Gaylord Rockies Resort &
Convention Center to support women in need and
raised more than $1,055,000 to transform lives!

Special thanks to:

our special guests and their families
our sponsors
our vendors
our gala committee
our Marisiol staff & volunteers

To donate visit:

ccdenver.org/Beacon

Silent Weekends

Prayer Days

February 14-16 – Couples
Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
May They Be One As You
Are in Me and I Am in You

February 26
Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C.
Lent - A Season of Gratitude &
Dedication

February 21-23 – Women
Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C.
This Life-giving Word

March 12
Paula Sapienza
“With the Lord There Is Mercy
and Fullness of Redemption”

facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
www.sacredheartretreat.org
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A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague;
Our Lady of Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

Light of Life
4TH ANNUAL

New choir brings
sounds of Renaissance
to modern Mass
Gaudium Verum revives
polyphony, chant to inspire
‘true joy’ in worshipers
BY ROXANNE KING

TEA
Benefiting Marisol Health

Saturday, April 18, 2020
10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart of Mary Church | St. Bernard Hall
6739 S. Boulder Rd. | Boulder, CO
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

MARTHA REICHERT
Don’t miss out on the wine pull, jewelry jumble,
and silent auction all while rocking your best tea hat.
There will be a prize for best hat!
For tickets, donations, or additional information, please contact:
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720-799-9289.

ccdenver.org/marisoltea

T

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

here’s a new sacred choir in
the Archdiocese of Denver and
its name conveys its mission:
Gaudium Verum, which is Latin for
“True Joy.”
“We want to offer a glimpse of
heaven,” founder and director Rick
Wheeler told the Denver Catholic about
the 25-member choir, which specializes
in sacred Renaissance music, primarily
polyphony and Gregorian chant.
Wheeler, 10-year music director
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Latin
Mass Parish in Littleton and member
of a professional choir, said the new
choir is not a ministry of the parish he
serves. Rather, Gaudium Verum is an
independent choir that can be hired
to sing a Mass for special occasions.
For it’s inaugural Mass, the choir sang
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina’s Missa
Papae Marcelli for the Jan. 25 feast of

the Conversion of St. Paul at Holy Name
Church in Denver.
The 16th century Palestrina is called
“the prince of music” for his technical perfection. Missa Papae Marcelli
(Pope Marcellus Mass) is among his
most famous works.
“Every single person loved it. They
thought it was beautiful,” Holy Name
pastor, Father Daniel Cardo, S.V.C.,
told the Denver Catholic. “Many asked,
‘When can we do this again!’”
“For me personally, it was a beautiful,
prayerful experience — in many ways a
dream come true,” added the Sodalitium Christianae Vitae priest, who holds
the Benedict XVI Chair for Liturgical
Studies at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, is a visiting professor at the
Augustine Institute and author of the
2019 book The Cross and the Eucharist
in Early Christianity: A Theological and
Liturgical Investigation.
Both Wheeler, who directs the
main mixed voice and the schola cantorum (chant) choirs at his parish, and
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“The world
offers you comfort.
But you were not
made for comfort.
You were made for
greatness.”
Pope Benedict XVI

Father Cardo, who incorporates chant
and polyphonic music into his parish’s
10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass, are advocates
of making sacred polyphonic music
more readily available to Catholics who
miss it or have never encountered it.
“This music is sublime,” Father
Cardo said. “The Church teaches that
the liturgy is the source and summit of
our faith. Palestrina is about the voice,
the purity of the word. This is truly
liturgical because the word has priority over the music — the music comes
from the words.”

“

This is about
prayerful
representation of the
most beautiful music
written for the Church.”
RICK WHEELER

“The whole idea of polyphony is it
can raise the soul and mind to God without being artistically distracting,” said
Wheeler. “That’s an aspect of polyphony
I’ve always respected.”
Wheeler said he is still auditioning
talented chamber-music vocalists for
the choir. He also welcomes invitations
from pastors who would like to hire the
choir for special Masses, or from laypeople for weddings, or from the archdiocese for special liturgies.
“This is about prayerful representation of the most beautiful music written
for the Church,” Wheeler said, noting
that the Second Vatican Council said
Gregorian chant should have first place
in the Mass, which remains the directive in the 2011 General Instruction for
the Roman Missal.

“Pope Francis just said all churches
should have some rooting in Gregorian
chant,” Wheeler said referring to the
pontiff’s Sept. 28 address to the Italian
St. Cecelia Association. “It’s the music
of the Mass.”
Father Cardo reflected on the same
in the Jan. 16 Adoremus.org article
“’The Church Stands or Falls with the
Liturgy’: Benedict XVI’s vision for
Church Renewal.”
“Liturgical music, as explained by
the Council of Trent, and later by St.
Pius X, the Second Vatican Council,
and St. John Paul II, finds its standard in Gregorian chant and classical
polyphony,” writes Father Cardo. “We
should not be afraid to promote beauty,
according to the musical tradition of the
Church, which the Council describes as
‘a treasure of inestimable value, greater
even than that of any other art’” (Sacrosanctum Concilium 112).
Wheeler emphasized that Gaudium Verum is not just for Latin Mass
devotees.
“One of the big goals of Gaudium
Verum is to show how this music fits
the Novus Ordo Missae,” Wheeler said,
referring to the new order of the Mass
promulgated by St. Paul VI in 1969. “If
you’ve never heard polyphony, it’s an
experience and a half to be surrounded
by this sound that feels like it’s there, but
not there. It has this ethereal character.
“There are professional groups across
the world who are doing polyphonic
Masses. They are showing how it’s an
integral part of the liturgical service. It’s
not new, but it’s new to Denver.”

i

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call 303-868-0785 or email
music.director@olmcfssp.org

Plumbing, Heating,
Drains & Water Heaters
Furnace clean and tune

$59!

Call us at (303)

280-5765 | Squeaksservices.com

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$1,212,135

12

FEBRUARY 8-21, 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Around the Archdiocese

Bishop Machebeuf
High School to launch

new integrated
curriculum
New model aims to foster
academic excellence and
robust spiritual formation
BY AARON LAMBERT

I

mportant changes are coming to
Bishop Machebeuf High School;
changes that will secure the
62-year-old institution as a staple of
Catholic education for years to come.
Beginning in the fall 2020 academic
year, Bishop Machebeuf will be launching a new, integrated curriculum that
takes elements of classical education
and fuses them with the traditional college-prep curriculum for a more robust
and intentional Catholic educational
experience.
In the fall of 2017, Bishop Machebeuf
High School added a
classical track to its academic offerings as a way
to diversify its curriculum and attract families
seeking a classical education for their kids. The
response from parents
and students in the track
has been very positive,
and it set the stage for the new integrated
curriculum, which is a positive step in a
new direction for the school.
“The sustainability of the mission
of our Catholic schools is contingent
on our ability to be fully committed to
ongoing and continuous improvement,”
said Elias Moo, Superintendent of Catholic Schools. “This is the archdiocese’s
manifested commitment to ensuring
that Bishop Machebeuf High School
continues to push the bar of excellence
for all students.”

The new curriculum is designed
for students of all learning types and
emphasizes the critical skills of reading, writing, speaking and logic. Next
year all students will experience an
integrated English and Social Studies
class through an Integrated Humanities
Seminar. While the graduation requirements for students already at BMHS
will not change, current students will
have the opportunity to take Grammar,
Logic, Rhetoric, and American Society
and Government electives, which will
be required for all incoming freshman
over their four years at
BMHS. The full breadth
of the new curricular
scope and sequence will
be implemented with
the class of 2024.
“What we’re trying
to do is create a really
strong Catholic liberal
arts program that provides a well-rounded, holistic formation that helps students develop the
intellectual habits or dispositions
that they need to be ready for college,
career, or whatever their next step is
and, more importantly, enables them
to know how to challenge and confront
the influences of secularism and moral
relativism around them that they may
be freed to come to know, love and serve
God as faithful disciples of Jesus,” Moo
said.

THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH
Even deeper than the practical applications of the new curriculum, however, is a renewed focus on the spiritual
applications of seeking answers to the
deeper questions of what it means to be
human – the pursuit of which is the very
thing that separates Catholic schools
from other educational institutions.
“This approach is a beautiful rediscovery of the heritage of the Church and
its focus on the human person,” said
Kelsey Wicks, who teaches Theology
at Bishop Machebeuf. “I am thrilled to
know that my students will be engaging
the questions of overarching meaning
and importance in such a dynamic way
throughout the curriculum.
“Today, more than ever, there is a
crisis of meaning in our culture. We are
fundamentally unsure of what it is to be
human,” Wicks continued. “Even the
name ‘Integrated Humanities’ suggest
what this shift is about –– bequeathing
to our students the surpassing gift of
knowing what it means to be human, a
truth only realized when Christ is the
center of all our studies.”
This new integrated approach also
seeks to instill in students the desire
to not simply gain knowledge, but to
understand how to continue the act of
learning throughout their lives.
“The integrated humanities curriculum aims to foster the desire for learning that is inherent in all students,” said
Bridget Rector, Associate Director of

the Classical Program at Machebeuf.
“My experience teaching in the program has convinced me that this kind of
integrated, seminar-based class helps to
strip away some of the layers that have
been put in place to convince students
that they should learn and instead asks
them to see this for themselves.
“What high school student doesn’t
have strong ideas about the meaning
of justice?” Rector continued. “What
teenager doesn’t want to share his or
her thoughts on what a fulfilling and
faithful life looks like? What Catholic
doesn’t have questions about whether
you can both pursue material goods and
serve God? So how do we give them the
means to investigate these questions?
We provide them with books and teachers who are also engaged in an ongoing
pursuit of Truth; we provide them with
space and time to develop as readers,
writers, and thinkers; and we provide
them with the tools that are necessary
to continue deepening and strengthening their understanding.
“When you allow students to pursue
the highest goods, the lower goods like
test scores and college admittance come
more easily.”
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Beginning in the fall 2020
academic year, Bishop
Machebeuf HIgh School will
launch a new intergrated
curriculum that fuses
elements of their classical
program with the traditional
college-prep curriculum.
PHOTOS BY ANDREW WRIGHT

The new curriculum is
designed for students of all
learning types and emphasizes the skills of reading,
writing, speaking and logic.

“

When you allow
students to pursue
the highest goods, the
lower goods like test scores
and college admittance
come more easily.”
BRIDGET RECTOR

A PATH TO SUCCESS
In addition to the academic revamp,
Bishop Machebeuf will also shift to
a different structure of leadership.
The school has been operating under
interim leadership for the past year,
but they’ve now begun a national search
for both a president and principal, who
will co-lead the oversight of the school
and its operations. The president will

oversee the principal and focus primarily on mission advancement, operations
and finances, while the principal will
act more as a chief academic officer and
oversee student affairs and formation.
The school’s counseling program will
also be overhauled in a way that doesn’t
just support students in their academic
efforts, but also seeks to address their
spiritual life.
“We’re building a stronger, more
robust program that will implemented
next year called discernment counseling support,” Moo said. “From the first
moment students walk into the school
their freshman year through their last
day as a senior, they will be assigned a
counselor that will walk with them over
the course of their time.”
Counselors will still provide guidance on what classes students need to
take and assist in the college search
and admissions process when the time
comes, but there will be a spiritual discernment component as well. Counselors will be engaged with the students
and help them to explore where the
Lord might be calling them after graduation and how the Lord may want to use
their gifts and charisms at the service
of the Church. They will help students
to develop practical plans to further
explore possible vocations.
“[It will be] something that’s way
beyond anything we currently have
present, and we hope it will also serve as
a model for what should be happening

in Catholic schools,” Moo said.
Vince Palermo, whose son Noah is a
junior at Bishop Machebeuf, opted to
enroll Noah in the classical track when
it launched in 2017. He said he’s seen the
benefits of an integrated curriculum in
the way the school reinforces Catholic
teaching and weaves it into the education his son has received at Machebeuf.

“

This approach
is a beautiful
rediscovery of the heritage
of the Church and its focus
on the human person.”
KELSEY WICKS

“As a whole, he’s received a good
education, and that’s something that
I think is worth others being able to
realize and consider from a standpoint
of if you believe in your faith and you
want that reinforced in your children,
Machebeuf is a good place to send your
kids,” Palermo said.
Alumna and parent of Machebeuf
graduates Annie Schmitz McBournie
(‘83) said she is excited about the new
opportunities for students.
“I am thrilled to see them going in
such a positive direction!” McBournie
said. “I think it will positively impact
the school, the community and certainly all the students attending.”
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After decades of anticipation, northern Colorado will
have its first Catholic high school
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ
vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

“N

o one hesitated to remind
me that it was the fourth
feasibility study for a
Catholic high school in northern Colorado,” Dr. Margo Barnhart humorously
told the Denver Catholic, stressing the
longing parents revealed during the
focus groups she conducted.
This desire that Catholic
families in northern Colorado had displayed for nearly
40 years is now becoming a
reality with the opening
of the Chesterton Academy of St. John Paul II
in Windsor in the Fall of
2020.
Its first campus will be located at Our
Lady of the Valley Catholic Church in
Windsor and it will begin with a 9th
grade class, with the possibility of a
10th grade class. For many years, the
closest Catholic high school has been
Holy Family High School in Broomfield.
Dr. Barnhart, who serves as the
Interim Executive Director for Chesterton Academy of St. John Paul II and
conducted the feasibility study for the
need of high schools in the Archdiocese
of Denver, said that the longing of families came loud and clear in the surveys,
which counted with the participation
of over 2,000 families from northern
Colorado, mainly Fort Collins, Greeley
and Loveland.

“The main two things families
wanted in the survey were a rigorous,
classical curriculum and for the school
to be authentically Catholic,” she said.
“Parents and principals from primary Catholic schools felt like there
was no exit plan. [They] felt like their
children had a wonderful, authentically
Catholic education for the first eight
or nine years at a small, intimate, safe,
Catholic environment — and then it
was a shock when they had to go
to a public, charter or non-religiously affiliated high school.
“Consequently, a lot of
parents started pulling their
children out of the Catholic schools starting in
6th grade because they
could enroll their children
in charter programs at the middle
school levels.
“Parents really felt that having an
exit plan for their children after sending
them to parochial schools was really
important. And I can’t tell you how
many parents told me that”, she said.
Deacon Robert Lanciotti, who serves
as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the new Chesterton Academy
and ministers at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seaton Parish, was happy to hear not
only that a Catholic high school was
opening in northern Colorado, but also
that it would be adopting a classical
curriculum.
Years before becoming a deacon,
he served for nearly a decade on the
board of directors at Liberty Common

The Chesterton Academy of St. John Paul II will be the first Catholic high
school in northern Colorado and its campus will be temporarily located
at Our Lady of the Valley Parish in Windsor. PHOTO BY RELIGIOUS OF PRO ECCLESIA SANCTA

The new
high
school
will offer
an integrated
classical
curriculum with
robust
spiritual and
personal
formation.
PHOTO BY ELLEN DEVINNY

Charter School, which utilizes a classically oriented curriculum.
“I have this love with a returned
classical education. When I became a
deacon, my thought was, ‘This classical
education is incredible, but wouldn’t it
be better if Christ was at the center of
it?’ I had a dream that we would have
something like this happen,” he said.
He was pleased to find out that the
Chesterton model had been chosen,
even before he was invited to join the
project.
“It really is the perfect blend of classical education with vibrant and faithful
Catholicism,” he said. “The curriculum
looked perfect, and the unanimous
decision of parents for an authentically
and vibrant Catholic school was a huge
encouragement to me”.
The Chesterton Academy of St. John
Paul II will offer an integrated classical
curriculum with robust spiritual and
personal formation, which seeks to prepare students for both college and life.
The model contains a strong emphasis on the fine arts, and its academic
program is designed to help students
think logically and critically in both
the arts and the sciences, deepen their
faith, and express themselves clearly
and creatively in writing and in the arts.
The school will cooperate closely
with the Archdiocese of Denver while
remaining an independent, non-profit
organization, with the blessing of Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila.
“What I hope parents would capture about this Chesterton Academy is

that it is not just going to be a school
that has good academics. We’re going
to be teaching in a very rational way,
where the faith is actually the center
of everything. Every subject that we
teach, whether it be chemistry, physics, history or economics, will have at
its center the faith, and how faith and
reason go together, and how the faith is
actually something that complements
these different academic disciplines,”
Deacon Lanciotti, himself a molecular
biologist, assured.
St. John Paul II was chosen as the
patron of the school precisely because
he embodied not only the school’s joyful
character, but also its commitment to
the search for truth under the light of
faith and reason.
As the inaugural fall semester
approaches, and the archdiocese continues its search for a permanent property, Dr. Barnhart is grateful to begin at
Our Lady of the Valley Parish.
“We have beautiful facilities at Our
Lady of the Valley. I’ve been a high
school principal and an educator all my
life, and I love the facilities we’re going
to have. Of course, it will be a temporary situation… but the first thing we
want to do is to get it open,” she said.
“Hopefully we’re going to get so many
kids that we’ll push to get the school
built and moved.”

i

For more information,
visit chestertonjpii.com
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Go to a Nuggets game,
help a school in need
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BY ROCIO MADERA

F

or the sixth year in a row, the
Denver Nuggets are hosting
Catholic Families Night at the
Pepsi Center on Sunday, March 1, where
they will face-off against the defending
NBA champions, the Toronto Raptors.
Catholic Families Night with the
Nuggets is an opportunity for families
and students of Catholic Schools to
attend a Nuggets game while supporting a good cause.
Catholic families may purchase
their tickets at discounted rates and a
portion of every ticket will go towards
the Saint Sebastian Project in Denver,
a non-profit organization that seeks to
enhance and support sports programs
at Catholic Schools.
In 2011, a chapter of the St. Sebastian
Project launched in Denver to support
Catholic schools in the area. In 2019,
the organization was able to assist
22 Catholic Schools in the area with
sports-related needs.
With the funds raised by the St.

Sebastian Project, the schools are able to
purchase sports equipment for students,
such as uniforms and balls. The money
is also used to help pay for referee fees,
field rental fees and, in some cases, to
help offset students’ registration fees.
“Catholic Families Night is a wonderful chance for the faithful of northern Colorado to gather for an evening of
fun, fellowship and faith,” Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila said.
If you cannot make it to the game on
March 1, there are two alternative game
options where a portion of ticket sales
will also benefit Catholic school sports
programs. Those games are Monday,
March 9 vs. the Milwaukee Bucks and
Monday, March 30 vs. the Oklahoma
City Thunder.
Order your tickets online at nuggets.ksetickets.com/1920cfn. Be
sure to use this link to ensure
your purchase will benefit
the St. Sebastian Project to
help local Catholic schools.

Turn your Clunker
into Cash!
Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.
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are
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are
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BE
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And
more!
▪▪▪ And
And
And
more!
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https://Nuggets.KSETickets.com/1920cfn
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the
St.
St.
St.
Sebastian
Sebastian
Sebastian
Project
Project
Project
(saintsebastiandenver.org)
(saintsebastiandenver.org)
(saintsebastiandenver.org)
(saintsebastiandenver.org)
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For more information, call Lyndsay Marchbanks at 303.405.7635
For
For
For
more
more
more
information,
information,
information,
call
call
call
Lyndsay
Lyndsay
Lyndsay
Marchbanks
Marchbanks
Marchbanks
atatat
303.405.7635
303.405.7635
303.405.7635
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email Lyndsay.Marchbanks@TeamKSE.com
oror
or
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I M PA C T R E P O R T
From the desk of

Darren Walsh
President & CEO

On behalf of
Catholic Charities,
thank you for
giving families like
Jennifer and her sons
a brighter future.

86¢

on the dollar goes
directly to serving
families in need

105,365

women, men and
children assisted across
northern Colorado

Read full report at ccdenver.org/IMPACT
For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. – Matthew 6:21
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Q&A: How to maintain your faith during these
Q&A
challenging times
Dr. Janet Smith to give talk at St. John
Paul II Lecture Series March 10

PHOTO BY STEFAN KUNZE | UNSPLASH

BY AARON LAMBERT

T

he challenges the Church faces
today come not only from the
surrounding culture that is
increasingly hostile to it, but also from
within. The sexual abuse crisis and the
present confusion and disagreement
about doctrine has made it hard for
many Catholics to retain or strengthen
their faith.
Dr. Janet Smith, recently retired
professor from Sacred Heart Seminary in Detroit and author of Humanae
Vitae: A Generation Later and A Right
to Privacy, will speak about this topic
at the St. John Paul II Lecture Series
in Denver March 10. Her talk will seek
to bolster the determination of Catholics to remain in the Church and even
encourage others to join it.
The Denver Catholic spoke with her
regarding this topic ahead of her talk.
DENVER CATHOLIC: We live in an
increasingly post-Christian society.
What can we as Christians and
Catholics do to help turn the tide?
DR. JANET SMITH: The obvious
answer is that we need to become as
thorough Christians and Catholics
as possible and that means praying
a lot, reading Scripture regularly,
receiving the sacraments, becoming
knowledgeable about the faith, and
discerning how God wants each of us
individually to work to bring about
the Kingdom. Some will be called to
turn their attentions largely to forming
their own family in the faith, others to

serve the poor, others to be activists
for NFP, pro-life, etc. We need to make
sure that our young people know the
dangers of socialism, seductive for its
calls for social equality but extremely
threatening for its hostility to religion
and tendencies to totalitarianism.
DC: Besides the scandals within
the Church, there are a myriad of
other cultural issues Christians
have to contend with (i.e. same-sex
marriage, transgenderism, etc.).
How can Christians better navigate
these complex issues?
DJS: Again, we must become very
informed about these issues. There is
an abundance of good materials easily
found on the internet. Parents should
homeschool if at all possible to protect
their children from indoctrination. And
even there they need to address these
issues with their children by explaining the principles that inform Church
teaching on these topics. Parents whose
children attend public or even diocesan
schools need to be vigilant about how
advocacy of these issues may be being
promoted in the schools. They need to
be sensitive to how “unloving” opposition to same-sex relationships and
transgenderism seems to young people
and learn how to present information to
them that will help them see the harms
intrinsic to both.
DC: How can Humanae Vitae help
the Church to defend the truths of
the faith when it comes to human
sexuality?

with

DR. JANET
SMITH

DJS: Humanae Vitae remains
an indispensable document for
the truths about marriage and
sexuality it contains and for
its prophetic power. And, of
course, St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, an extended
defense of Humanae Vitae, provides an in-depth, biblical explanation of God’s plan for sexuality
based on the claim that our very
bodies demonstrate that we are meant
to love and to be loved and to live lives
of complete self-giving. Sexual intercourse belongs only within marriage
because only within marriage can sexuality express true affirmation of one’s
spouse – an affirmation which includes
unconditional faithful lifetime love that
embraces the tremendous shared project of cooperating with God in bringing
forth new human life.
DC: In what ways can Catholics
and other Christian denominations
better cooperate to become a
stronger united front against the
persecution of Christians?
DJS: First, the bishops and leaders
of other congregations need to alert
the laity to the amount and kinds of
persecution happening in foreign
countries and the increasing threats
within our own. Clearly they need to
meet with each other and devise some
plans – likely co-authored statements
and jointly sponsored conferences that
hopefully will lead to a more informed
public that will lead to more galvanized
public officials and providing help for
refugees from religious persecution.
We should be prepared to become fearless opponents to evil and even martyrs. Watching movies such as A Man
for All Seasons, A Hidden Life and The
White Rose should help. We should
become very familiar with the message
of Fatima.
DC: Do you have any words for
discouraged Catholics who are
considering abandoning the faith?
DJS: I believe the Church is in one of its

PHOTO PROVIDED

worst crises ever: news of sexual abuse
of minors, priests leading double lives,
embezzlement and luxurious living,
cover-up of crimes and doctrinal confusion — among other forms of corruption
— are overwhelming Catholics. We need
to be honest and not refuse to acknowledge the extent of corruption. It is natural to wonder what kind of Church we
belong to. But surely Christ knew His
Church would experience such corruption. Our job now is to do what we can
to purify the Church, not to leave the
Church. We need to double down on
our own faith life — we need to increase
our dedication to prayer, both for good
priests and bad priests, sacrifice, and
reception of the sacraments. We need
to see this time as a very curious blessing — even as a time to be more zealous
evangelists. We need to make it clear to
ourselves and others that we are committed to this Church because nowhere
else can we find the sacraments and the
richness and soundness of doctrine
taught by the Church.

i

ST. JOHN PAUL II
LECTURE SERIES
“How to Maintain your
Faith During These
Challenging Times”
By Dr. Janet E. Smith
March 10, 2020
7 p.m.
Archden.org/lecture
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The facts about
late-term
Abortion and
Initiative 120

I

n their Dec. 6 editorial, the Denver
Post asks Coloradans not to sign
petitions currently circulating to
place a late abortion ban on the 2020
ballot (Initiative 120). In their arguments, they uncritically promote the
misleading narratives and myths promulgated by abortion rights extremists.
Since the editorial was published, the
Post has refused to publish a response
from the Coalition for Women and
Children (which is sponsoring the
initiative). They seem uninterested in
providing Coloradans with an alternative view on late abortion. As pro-life
Catholics, when the mainstream media

refuses to report all the facts, it is our
responsibility to get the word out and
persuade our neighbors to support this
important effort.
The first myth is that late abortion is
rare and only performed in tragic circumstances that involve either a horrible fatal fetal anomaly or cases where
the health of the expectant mother is
in jeopardy. They dismiss as small the
percentage of abortions that are performed late. In Colorado, it is true that
only 3.6 percent of abortions occur after
21 weeks gestation, but this represents
323 pre-born children based on the
latest 2018 report from the Colorado

Department of Health and the Environment. The reporting of the Guttmacher Institute – the abortion industry’s research arm – even suggests that
that CDPHE’s figures are significantly
understated.
In the past, the Post has highlighted
the risk of measles deaths as well as an
Uber trip ending in homicide. However, only 0.1-0.2 percent of children/
adults afflicted with measles dies from
their illness, and there have been no
fatal cases recently in Colorado. Meanwhile, nationally only 0.0003 percent
of Uber trips were complicated by critical safety issues in 2017/2018 with 107
fatalities. The same thing could be said
about vaping deaths or school shooting
deaths. Why is it then that the Post and
abortion rights extremists try to claim
that 3.6 percent of abortions is a trivial
percentage and imply that hundreds of
deaths constitute a “rare” occurrence
and should not evoke a response in
Colorado?
What about the implication that
late abortions are performed for only
“tragic” reasons? We know that in Colorado, the Boulder abortion clinic (which
specializes in late abortions) advertises
on their website for abortions through
26 weeks for any (elective) reason. In
published data from their practice, 70%
of abortions are performed on normal
fetuses. Furthermore, reputable media
outlets such as FactCheck.org have
debunked the notion that most – or
even a majority – of late abortions are
related to fetal anomaly. Diane Greene
Foster, a prominent UCSF abortion
rights activist and authority on abortion science, has stated that abortions
for fetal anomaly “make up a small
minority of later abortions.”
The notion that abortion is ever
necessary to save the health or life of
an expectant mother after 22 weeks
is also misguided. The reality is that
expedited delivery is safer than a multiday late abortion procedure. Indeed, a
late abortion would pose a substantially
increased risk of injury or death and
constitute malpractice in the case of a
medical emergency.
The second myth is that killing a
fetus after 22 weeks for a fatal fetal
anomaly by abortion is more compassionate and results in less suffering
than a natural fetal death. It is now
widely accepted by international fetal
experts such as Carlo Bellieni that a 20
to 22-week fetus can experience pain.
Because pain inhibitory pathways
develop later in fetal life, the pain may
be more intense than those appreciated

by infants or adults.
Late second-trimester abortions
may be accomplished by dismembering
the fetus and removing her appendage
by appendage – referred to as a dilation
and evacuation (D&E). Some late abortions are performed using a method
called dilation and extraction (D&X)
in which her brain is sucked out to collapse the head and facilitate delivery of
the dead fetus. Most very late abortions
are performed as induction abortions in
which the fetus is killed by transecting
the umbilical cord or injecting potassium chloride or digoxin. Labor is then
induced to deliver the dead fetus.
Compared to a peaceful, loving and
life-affirming natural death assisted by
perinatal hospice specialists, death by
dismemberment is horrific. Potassium
chloride death is quicker but causes
incredibly intense caustic pain when
injected without anesthesia. Digoxin
injection can elicit severe nausea and
delirium before it results in death over a
period of hours. Furthermore, a recent
postmortem study of fetuses killed by
injection reveals multiple injuries to
the heart, lungs and abdomen. None of
this is painless. Just because you can’t
see the fetus experience pain and suffer
as it dies in the uterus doesn’t mean it
is not happening.
What about the mothers? In the
tragic case of a fatal fetal anomaly,
isn’t abortion a better choice for the
mother’s mental health than normal
delivery? Again, perinatal hospice provides loving support at the time of fetal
death and bereavement services to the
whole family for months. This does not
happen with a late abortion procedure.
In fact, a recent study suggested that
abortion of a wanted pregnancy may
result in worse mental health outcomes
than delivery – particularly depression
and suicide ideation.
Ultimately, Coloradans need to ask
themselves if it makes sense that a
22-week fetus that is born enjoys all
the protections of state and federal law
while that same fetus in the uterus can
be arbitrarily killed and forced to suffer
a painful death. It is past time that Coloradans end this gross inequity and
sign the petition to place a late abortion ban on the ballot in 2020. Please
spread the word and don’t let abortion
rights extremists dictate the terms of
the debate.
Thomas J. Perille MD
Coalition for Women and Children
Catholic Medical Association
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Longtime Shrine of St. Anne deacon
led a life of fruitful ministry
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

D

eacon Ken Hawkins Jr. passed
away Nov. 21, 2019, at Lutheran
Hospital. He was 92 years old.
He spent most of his ministry at the Shrine
of St. Anne’s in Arvada and a shorter
assignment at Notre Dame parish.
Kenneth Ira Hawkins Jr. was born
on Oct. 21, 1927 to Kenneth and Eileen
Hawkins in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
At the age of 12, Ken moved with his
family from Santa Fe to Denver, Colorado where he graduated from South
Denver High School. After high school,
Ken started studying Chemistry at the
University of Colorado in Boulder
where he received a bachelor’s degree
in Chemistry in 1950. Then in 1952,
he joined the U.S. Army where he was
stationed at the Army Chemical Center
in Maryland. In 1954, he returned to the
University of Colorado and acquired a
master’s degree in Biochemistry.
ACROSS

Before he left for the Army, he met
and married Donna Barbara James.
They were married at St. Francis de
Sales Parish in Denver, Colorado on
Oct. 7, 1950. In their marriage, they
were blessed with five wonderful children; Janice, Nancy, Douglas, Mary
Ann, and Brian. The family continued
to grow with 13 grandchildren and 13
great grandchildren. In 2015, his wife,
Barbara, passed away and Deacon Hawkins’ health began to decline.
Deacon Hawkins primarily worked
in his field of expertise — chemistry.
His employers included: the U.S. Army,
Fish & Wildlife, Children’s Hospital and
the Rocky Mountain Arsenal. These
positions kept him in the Denver area
for most of his adult life. In addition,
Ken worked with the local and state
offices of the Jaycees. At the Shrine
of St. Anne, he was very active as well.
This included being on the education
and worship committee and being a

41 The Dead and the
Red
1 Five virgins in Mat42 Cell “messenger”
thew 25
43 Architect Saarinen
5 Equips
44 “___ lizards!”
9 Poor actors
46 Applauds
13 Mountain goat
14 “…and they shall ___ 48 Paul’s companion
during his missiontheir swords into
ary travels
plowshares” (Isa 2:4)
52
Anorak
15 Spine-tingling
16 Screenwriter Ephron 55 Biblical name for
Syria
17 Teen scourge
57 Cite of the first
18 These fell in Jericho
miracle
19 Score
58 Letter by which a
20 Melt
priest is released
21 Call forth
from one diocese
and accepted into
22 Parodies
another
24 Not at attention
59 Not mad
25 Holy
60 Opposite or absence
27 Mount from which
of good
Moses saw Canaan
61 Snow conveyances
31 Toward the stern
62 Major and bar ender
34 “___ against the
63 “…hallowed be thy
dying of the light”
___.”
35 “See, I am sending
64
Cast leader?
you out like lambs
65 School spot
into the midst of
___.” (Lk 10:3)
66 Shem’s eldest son
37 Section in the Bible
39 Bedtime recitations DOWN
40 Attack with severe
1 “I will raise you up
on eagle’s ___…”
criticism

2
3
4
5
6
7

Apple variety
Caravansary
Praises
Blind as ___
Energize again
Plant-eating aquatic
mammal
8 Like some tomatoes
9 ___ being
10 Guthrie who converted to
Catholicism
11 Land of ___ and
honey
12 Mobutu ___ Seko
15 Female sheep
23 Wife of Abraham
26 Oscar-winning actor
of “Leaving Las
Vegas” fame
28 Mary, ___-Virgin
29 Capital of
Switzerland
30 Tasmanian peak
31 Where the altar is
located
32 “Moses hid his ___
because he was
afraid to look at
God.” (Ex 3:6)
33 Former Russian ruler
35 Enclose in paper

“

His intelligence and
character enabled
him to excel in business;
but he chose the better
way — a path to God and
His Bride, the Church.”
DEACON JOSEPH DONOHOE

group leader in the “Christians in
Search” program.
Then, in 1974, Ken began to inquire
about the newly announced diaconate
program in the Archdiocese of Denver.
He submitted his application and was
accepted into formation. On April 2,
1977, Deacon Ken was ordained by
Archbishop James Casey at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. He was in the third ordination class for permanent deacons in the
Archdiocese of Denver.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

FILE PHOTO

Deacon Hawkins was very involved
in marriage prep for more than 20 years
at the parish level and at the archdiocesan level. He also had a ministry at
the airport and as the coordinator for
religious education for the archdiocese.
“Deacon Ken’s focus was always
on God and His People,” said Deacon
Joseph Donohoe, Director of Deacon
Personnel. “His intelligence and character enabled him to excel in business;
but he chose the better way — a path to
God and His Bride, the Church.”
8
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

36 Abraham was proba- 44 Hired
bly glad to see this
45 ___ Creed
in the desert
47 ___ off to you!
38 Jail
49 First bishop of
39 Country persons
41 Notched

Canada

50 Jungian term

51 Melchizedek’s domain
52 Nuisance
53 Wheel shaft
54 Go for a spin?
56 They will inherit the
earth
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Get Involved
FEBRUARY

MARCH

Marriage Retreat

Theology of the Body
Conference
14 8 a.m. - 3 p.m., Mass with the
Archbishop at 8 a.m., Light of the World
Parish, 10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton,
$40. This one-day conference, which
includes four sessions will have both an
English and Spanish track. The
conference is suitable for college-aged
and older audiences. For more details
and registration, visit archden.org/
tob-conference.

29 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Our Lady of Loreto, 18000 East Arapahoe Road, Foxfield.
Are you newly married? Take time out for your marriage with a half day “Love
Your Marriage” enrichment retreat. Learn how to “Build a Strong Relationship in
the First Five Years of Marriage.” The retreat is $40, and includes lunch, materials,
and childcare. For more information and to register now, go to archden.org/
loveyourmarriage.
MARCH

Into the Deep: Finding
Peace Through Prayer
7 9 a.m., Sacred Heart of Mary Parish, 6739 S. Boulder Rd., Boulder, $25. Dan
Burke reveals the wisdom of the saints from his latest book Into the Deep: Finding
Peace through Prayer. Lunch & snacks included, Mass at 8 a.m. To register, go to
Avila-Institute.org/Events.

FEBRUARY

WAYS TO SERVE

Samaritan House
volunteer opportunites
available
Samaritan House
homeless shelter in
downtown Denver is
seeking volunteers to
help serve individuals
and families staying
at the shelter.
To sign up for a
time slot, visit serve.
ccdenver.org.

MARCH

St. John Paul II Lecture
Series: Janet Smith
10 7 p.m., St. John Vianney Refectory, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, RSVP required.
Janet Smith, recently retired professor at Sacred Heart Seminary in Detroit and author
of Humanae Vitae: A Generation Later and A Right to Privacy, will speak at the final
installment of this season’s St. John Paul II Lecture Series March 10. Drawing from her
expertise, she will speak on how Catholics can remain faithful during these trying
times for the Church and also how we can encourage other Catholics to stay in the
Church and even consider joining the Church. This event is free of charge, but we do
ask that you RSVP online at archden.org/lecture.

MARCH

The Gabriel House Project
The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
serve.ccdenver.
org or contact
Kalynn Webster at
720-799-9306.

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities,
visit ccdenver.
org/volunteers.
For a full listing of volunteer opportunities
and all available time slots, visit
serve.ccdenver.org

Catholic Families Night
with the Denver Nuggets
1

Pro-Life Rally, Mass and
Press Conference for Born
Alive and Late-Term
Abortion Bills
11

1:30 p.m., Colorado
Legislative Bldg, 200
E. 14th Ave, Denver.
Rally at 12:30 p.m.
Prayers & people to
testify needed. For all
the details, visit the
evite at bit.ly/2uXJj1o.

4 p.m., Pepsi Center,
1000 Chopper Cir.,
Denver, tickets start at
$18. For the sixth year
in a row, the Denver
Nuggets are hosting
Catholic Families Night
at the Pepsi Center
on Sunday, March
1. They will face-off
against the defending
NBA champions, the
Toronto Raptors.
A portion of every
ticket purchased will
benefit the St. Sebastian
Project Denver, a nonprofit organization that
seeks to enhance and
support sports programs

at Catholic schools.
If you cannot make it to
the game on March 1,
there are two alternative
game options where
a portion of ticket
sales benefits Catholic
school sports programs.
Those games are
Monday, March 9 vs.
the Milwaukee Bucks
and Monday, March 30
vs. the Oklahoma City
Thunder. Order your
tickets online at nuggets.
ksetickets.com/1920cfn.
Be sure to use the ticket
link above to ensure
your purchase will
benefit the St. Sebastian
Project to help local
Catholic schools.
For specific questions
and for more information,
please contact
Lyndsay Marchbanks at
303.405.7635 or email
Lyndsay.Marchbanks@
teamkse.com

Catholic Women’s
Conference
28

8 a.m., CU South Denver
Event Center, 10035 S
Peoria St., Lone Tree, $65.
Women will encounter
Christ in His suffering,
death and hope in
His resurrection this
Lenten season through
inspiring speakers,
sharing in fellowship
with Catholic women,
and participating in the
Sacrament of Confession
and the Eucharist at the
Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass. To register, visit
denvercatholicconference.
com/women. For
registration questions,
please contact Megan at
303-907-9005. This is an
18+ event for women only.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Fr. James Fox
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
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on the
Archdiocese
of Denver
channel on

CEMETERY PROPERTY

PRAYERS

MOUNT OLIVET - Two outside sideby-side crypts in sold-out St. Anthony
Maus, #183 & 184 Tier A (lowest tier),
$14,000 OBO, incl. trans fee. Call Ann
989-600-0920, please leave message.
AV

IN THANKSGIVING

MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side
plots, lovely old section, Sec. Circle C, Block
O, Lot O, Graves 29, 30. Available immediately, $10,000 for both, includes transfer
fees. Call 303-708-8087. EAP

MOUNT OLIVET - Three plots for sale:
two side-by-side plots near entrance,
Sec 33, Blk 3, Lot 5, Grs 8 & 9, $8,400 for
both - call 303-429-9170. ALSO selling
single plot in Sect 37, Blk 2, Lot 20, Gr 4,
$6,500 - call 720-209-7147. EPL
OLINGER CROWN HILL - Two

adjacent full casket crypts in the chapel
area of the Tower of Memories. There
are no other crypts available in this
sold out mausoleum. Current value is
$55,000 for the pair, however, serious
lower offers will be entertained. No
funeral services incl. Contact Glenn c/o
Regis Jesuit H.S. at 303-269-8041 or
gchurchill@regisjesuit.com

OLINGER CROWN HILL - Proceeds

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support
of our viewers.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way,
Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village,
CO 80111

will benefit the Society of St Vincent
de Paul Denver Metro Council & its 32
conferences. Four plots for sale!!
Two adjoining plots in Blk 68, Row
177, Lot D, Sps 3&4. Asking $6,500 ea
& trans fee $595 ea. Also, 2 adjoining
plots in Blk 5, Row 118, Lot D, Sps 1&2.
Asking $6,000 ea & trans fee $595 ea.
Email svdpden@outlook.com or call
303-960-9163.

303.468.9885

thecatholicfoundation.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

FOR RENT

Thank you, St. Jude, for answering my
prayers. In return, I promise to make
your name known and cause you to be
invoked. St. Jude, pray for us. Susan B.

PRAYER TO SAINT PEREGRINE

Oh God, who gave Saint Peregrine an
angel for his companion, the Mother
of God as his Teacher, and Jesus for
the Physican of his malady; grant, we
beseech Thee, through his merits that
we may on earth intensely love our
holy angel, the Blessed Virgin, and
our Saviour; and in heaven bless them
forever. Grant that we receive the favor
for which we now petition, through the
same Christ our Lord. Amen. LFS

PAPAL INTENTION:
FEBRUARY 2020
Listen to the Migrants’ Cries: We pray
that the cries of our migrant brothers
and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885

thecatholicfoundation.com
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Help bring
The CatholicTV
Network
to Denver!

home in Centennial. Includes kitchen
privileges. Convenient to bus lines and
shopping. Seeking reliable female nonsmoker; $600/mo. Call 303-795-8865.

DONATIONS NEEDED

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Lord Jesus, you traveled a hard and
lonely road with Mary and Joseph.
As a child, they carried you to a foreign
land to escape the wrath of Herod.
Lord, may we see you present in the
migrants and refugees who knock at
the doors of our nation. Open our ears
to hear the cry of the poor, the weak,
the weary and wounded, the children
and newborns and tiny babies still in
the womb! Open our hearts! Give us
hearts like Your Sacred Heart– large,
and warm and welcoming. Lord, even if
we cannot welcome everyone, help us
to welcome someone– even one child,
one family in need. Holy Family, help us
to pray and work for justice and mercy
in a broken world. Amen.
- Fr. Joseph Laramie, SJ Visit the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network at PopesPrayerUSA.net

with the support of our viewers.

BEDROOM FOR RENT in private

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for anyone in need
in our community. Donate DME items
or borrow wheelchairs, walkers, bath
benches, hospital beds and more. Visit
DominicanHHA.org or call 720-770-8470
for more information.

THE ‘HOLY ROSARY BEGGAR’
I am asking for the following Catholic
religious items to send to Catholic Missions: Missals, Prayer Books, Scapulars,
Small Statues, Crucifixes, Medals, Holy
Cards, Pictures, and Rosaries in any
condition and age. If you are cleaning
out and have these Catholic items, please
consider helping to send them on to
Catholic Missions that they may be used,
once again, by fellow Catholics who have
so very little. Please send items to:
Mr. Peter Gaidos, PO Box 494333, Garland,
TX 75049-4333.

It’s easy:
 Visit GetCatholicTV.com
 Complete the email
form for your cable &
satellite providers*
 Tell your friends!
*Prefer to send a postcard?
Call Bonnie at
617-923-0220

catholictv.org

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop
or change your
subscription...
CONTACT
303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

Pruning, Removal, Fertilizing & Spraying
25 years in Business!

Be sure to protect your ash tree against EMERALD ASH BORER.
Ask us about winter pruning & removal discounts.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call today: 303-456-6898
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AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

ELECTRICAL, CONT’D

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,

Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners
& water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned
& operated since 1957. Members of St.
Joseph Church for 40+ yrs. Please
call 303-571-1171, No.CO 970-482-7520.
For important info& latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

REMODELING

HELP WANTED

MDK REMODELING

INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

AUDIO/VISUAL AND SOCIAL
MEDIA SUPPORT TECHNICIAN

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Please email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.
com or call 303-463-8200.

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

PAINTING

FLOORING SERVICES

house painting or remodeling. Free
estimates. Senior discount. Imagine
Painting - 720-320-1841

AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - Winter Special:

**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of February!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 19 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021.

BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING – Interior or exterior

PATIOS
BEAUTIFUL PATIOS, BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK

720-320-1841 Family business - Senior
discount, free estimates. Call us today!

PLUMBING

CONCRETE
CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS

QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOORS

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

Install l Refinish l Sand l Repair
Laminate l Vinyl Plank l Solid Wood
Call us at 720-641-1715
Email: americanflooringin@gmail.com

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

CONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all
your construction needs.

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST
PRICES - 303-249-8221

Also, remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business; Senior discount. Free estimates.

20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements. Free
estimates. Call 720-320-1841

Disposals, faucets, water pressure
valves, drain cleaning, pipes, water
heaters, sump pumps, toilets, sprinkler
repair & install. www.vertecservices.
com for coupons!!

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST - Free

CUT RATE HAULING

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances,
TVs, mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc.
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business. Free estimates; senior discount.

ROOFING COMPANIES
ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS – Quality work at a fair

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

Free estimates. Roofing Contractor.
Local company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR – Repairs are all I do! Wind

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.

Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, &
sod installation! Lifetime warranty.
Fast, friendly service. Call 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TILE
TILE OR REMODELING

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

Service Directory |

Notre Dame parish is seeking a parttime media technician. Responsibilities
include sound/video engineering for
live events, audio/video mixes & edits,
and maintenance of the parish’s social
media platforms. Candidates must be
Roman Catholic in good standing in the
church, possess a bachelor’s degree
in information technology or related
field, and be proficient with Microsoft
Suite of Products, WordPress, SEO, and
Google Analytics. Experience preferred.
Send resume with desired annual salary
range to JHeasley@denvernotredame.
org no later than February 14, 2020.

DHHA IS HIRING NURSES!

Dominican Home Health Agency
seeks a dynamic RN to serve as a
Clinical Supervisor to provide
leadership for the In-Home Care
program, manage nursing staff,
and ensure ongoing quality care
for our patients! Contact Dan today
to learn how you can become a
part of our dedicated team! Call
720-770-8461 or send an email to
dgrey@dominicanhha.org.

PARISH INTERNAL AUDITOR for
the Archdiocese of Denver Management
Co. to plan & perform on-site reviews
of parishes, schools, missions and
institutions. This position involves
significant regional travel. Bachelor’s
degree required; CPA/MBA or equivalent
experience is preferred. Experience in
operational finance, financial analysis
and/or financial planning and a mix of
both external & internal audit experience is preferred. Successful candidate
will be technically competent and proficient with Microsoft Word and Excel.
We seek a fully initiated Catholic in the
communion of the Church. A complete
job description, list of qualifications,
and application instructions are posted
at https://www.archden.org/careers.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED, CONT’D

PRINCIPAL FOR HASTINGS,
NEBRASKA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Seeking qualified candidates for
St. Cecilia Middle/High School
Principal, Grades 6 - 12. Candidates
will be able to effectively lead the
faculty and students in carrying out the
mission of the school, where students
encounter Christ, grow in knowledge
and become Christian witnesses. For
more information and to apply, visit
www.hastingscatholicschools.org.
Application deadline is Feb. 15, 2020.

$7

per line

ADVERTISE
your

Business

HERE!
CLASSIFIED/
SERVICE DIRECTORY
ADVERTISING

RATES

$7 per line / 5-line
minimum.
Logo / photo extra charge.

□
□
□

□

ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORTING CHECKLIST
Suspicion of abuse/neglect is all
that is necessary to report.
Reports are confidential.
You will be asked to describe your
concerns about the child/adult and it
will be helpful if you can provide the
person’s name, age, address, gender,
school, and names of parents.
Is there immediate danger?
• YES-CALL 911
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or
local law enforcement

□
□
□
□
□

Did I get the name and contact of
the person I made the report to?
Did I contact the Archdiocese
Victim Assistance Coordinator
at 720-239-2832?
Did I file the abuse reporting
form with the Office of Child
and Youth Protection?
Did I notify my supervisors?
Is any other action necessary?

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

DEADLINES

Reservations due 8 days
before publication date.
Early deadlines are
possible; please plan
ahead.

CALL

303-715-3230

22

FEBRUARY 8-21, 2020 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Perspectives

Auschwitz and “intrinsic evil”

S

eventy-five years ago, on January 27, 1945, the infantrymen
of the Red Army’s 322nd Rifle
Division were bludgeoning their
way into the Third Reich when they
discovered the Auschwitz-Birkenau
extermination camps. The German
inventors
of industriGEORGE alized mass
WEIGEL slaughter
had cleared
The Catholic Difference
out earlier,
George Weigel is a
forcing
distinguished senior
some
fellow of the Ethics and
60,000
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
prisoners
deemed
capable of slave labor in the Fatherland on a march westward, during
which many died. Battle-hardened
Russian veterans of the brutal war on
the Eastern Front were nonetheless
shocked by what they found at Auschwitz-Birkenau: 6,000 living skeletons, many suffering from diseases
that would kill them before medical
care and food restored their strength.
On his pilgrimage there in June
1979, Pope St. John Paul II called
Auschwitz-Birkenau the “Golgotha
of the modern world.” And it is
striking that a world largely inured
to murder on a vast scale still recognizes in Auschwitz an icon of radical
evil: a barbaric grotesquerie no sane

person would attempt to justify. In
that sense, the lethal reality of what
happened at Auschwitz-Birkenau
stands in contradiction to the claim
by some Catholic moral theologians
— once thought marginalized but now
back in business — that there are no
“intrinsically evil acts.” If you cannot
concede that what was done to over
one million innocents in the torture
cells, on the gallows, at the “Wall of
Death,” and in the gas chambers and
crematoria of Auschwitz-Birkenau
was “intrinsically evil” — gravely
wrong, period — then you are a moral
cretin, no matter what your highest
earned degree may be.
I’ve been to the Auschwitz-Birkenau complex perhaps 10 times: in
recent years, to pray at the cell in Auschwitz I where St. Maximilian Kolbe
was starved for two weeks before
being killed by an injection of carbolic
acid, or to hike around the perimeter
of Auschwitz II-Birkenau, praying
the sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary
while walking past the likely site of St.
Edith Stein’s gassing and cremation.
And for me, as for many others, the
questions inevitably occur: How?
Why?
Poland is not on the periphery of
Europe; Poland is at the center of
Europe, and that part of Poland that
was annexed to the Third Reich in
1939 is in the southernmost part of

what, after postwar border adjustments, is now central Poland. So
at Auschwitz and Birkenau — the
German names for the absorbed
Polish towns of Oswiecim and Brzezinka — you are not anywhere near
the savage peripheries of the film
Apocalypto. You are, rather, in the
middle of the continent that, in the
mid-20th century, considered itself
the center of world civilization. And
that is where the industrialized mass
murder of innocents was undertaken.
Libraries of books have been
written in an attempt to grasp how
Germany, a country renowned for its
accomplishments in the arts and sciences, could have handed itself over
to a genocidal maniac who looked like
a Charlie Chaplin character and rabble-roused in screechy German colored by a strong Austrian accent. That
question becomes even more urgent
when, in the exhibits at Auschwitz I,
the visitor ponders black-and-white
photos of the “selection” process at
the railroad tracks leading into Auschwitz II-Birkenau — and notices
that the SS officers making instant
decisions about the life and death of
those being unloaded from the cattle
cars in which they’d been transported
across Europe are quite at ease; some
are even smiling. Then you learn that
the men who invented this horror
included eight officials with the

coveted German doctoral degree. And
you ask again, “How? Why?”
One piece of that jigsaw puzzle of
evil falls into place when it’s remembered that, in the 1920s, German
intellectuals developed the notion of
Lebensunwertes Leben: “Life unworthy of life.” Influenced by the pseudo-science of eugenics and the concern for “race purity” then epidemic
throughout the West (not excluding
the United States), this wicked idea
was first applied to the physically and
intellectually handicapped, especially
children. From there, it was a short
step to its application to Jews, Roma,
homosexuals, Slavs, and other Untermenschen: lower life-forms. And the
concept of “Life unworthy of life,” it
must be remembered, was not developed by clods, but by highly-educated
people — people who likely thought
there was no such thing as an “intrinsically evil act.”
On this anniversary, we fool
ourselves if we think humanity has
learned its lesson and that an Auschwitz could never happen again. As
the Italian Holocaust survivor Primo
Levi put it, it did happen, so it can
happen again. The form may be different; but the rationale will almost
certainly be the same.

Jesus is not optional

S

ometimes I decide what I’m
going to write about. And sometimes God does.
I just came back from the FOCUS
conference in Phoenix. It was awesome, inciMARY
dentally,
BETH
and I highly
BONACCI
recommend
that you all
Guest Column
look into
Mary Beth is a Denverit for next
based real estate agent
year. Yes,
and syndicated columnist.
it is sponShe is the author of We’re
on a Mission from God
sored by the
and Real Love. She can be
Fellowship
reached via her website at
www.mblovesdenver.com.
of Catholic
University
Students. And yes, there are a lot of
college kids there. But there is also a
marvelous adult track, with wonderful speakers and fabulous activities.
But I digress. The very first speaker
was Father Mike Schmitz, and the

theme of his talk was that Jesus is not
“optional.” It was a wonderful talk
and gave me so much spiritual food
for thought.
I wrote “Jesus is not optional” in
my little column ideas list.
Then I came home and went to
a movie. The movie, A Hidden Life,
was about Franz Jagerstatter, the
Austrian conscientious objector who
was executed by the Nazis in 1943.
Also highly recommended. In the
movie, there is a scene where Franz
is talking to a man who paints frescos
in the church. He’s talking about how
he paints Jesus as nice, unthreatening. He says he does it because “[We]
create admirers. We do not create followers. Christ’s life is a demand. We
don’t want to be reminded of it.”
Similar message strikes me twice?
That’s my message from God. And it’s
my column.
So, let’s talk about Jesus.

I don’t think, in our culture, you’ll
find a lot of people who openly regard
Him negatively. Even the Doobie
Brothers said that “Jesus is Just
Alright.” (Which, in the parlance of
the day, meant that He is “cool.”) It’s
kind of a form of weak virtue signaling
to speak highly — but vaguely — of
Him. Of course, the “Jesus” to whom
people frequently refer bears little if

any resemblance to the actual Jesus
who walked the earth — the one
whose life and message are recorded
in Scripture. No, He is mild and pleasant and somewhat feminized, and He
just wants everybody to get along.
I actually read a Facebook post the
other day (I don’t remember the context) in which a woman was lecturing
someone about how Jesus’ message
was all about UNITY and EQUALITY.
Apparently, she never got to the part
about how a father will be divided
against his sons, and a mother-in-law
against her daughter-in-law.
We all see “outsiders” shape-shifting Jesus to fit their own agendas. But
what about those of us who call ourselves Christian — followers of Christ?
Where does Jesus fit into our lives?
I maintain that a vast majority
of “Christians” probably fall more
into the “admirer” category than
the “follower.” We speak of Him,
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Pray the new Consecration to St. Joseph beginning
Feb. 16

“N

ow is the time of St.
Joseph!”
Although it possible
to overlook St. Joseph in the story of
salvation
DR. R.
history
JARED
due to his
STAUDT
silence in
the Gospels,
The Catholic Reader
he plays
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
an essenhusband and father of six,
tial role as
the director of formation for
the “Son
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
of David.”
writer, and insatiable reader.
Joseph is
the heir to
the great king and, thus, it is through
his adopted fatherhood that Jesus
inherited the Davidic throne. Furthermore, Joseph’s obedience to the
angel initiates his guardianship over
the Holy Family, which continues
in his protecting role as protector of
Jesus’ household, the Church. Joseph
models many virtues, particularly
for fathers and workers, demonstrating obedience, trust, fidelity, and
strength.
Although we all have patron saints,
particularly through our baptismal
and confirmation names, there are
some saints who play such a central
role in salvation that the Church

honors them universally. Our Lady
is the mother of all the disciples
joined to her son, as members of his
Body, Sts. Peter and Paul oversaw the
growth and continuity of the Church,
St. Michael, originally the guardian
angel of Israel, now protects the
Church, and St. Joseph continues to
oversee the household of the Church
as her universal patron. Every Christian should develop a relationship
with these saints — particularly Jesus’
close family and friends — who will, in
turn, draw us into deeper friendship
with Jesus.
St. Louis de Montfort (1673-1716)
popularized a consecration to Jesus
through Mary, recognizing that placing one’s life into the hands of Mary
as mother and queen would provide
a surer way of coming close to her
Son. De Montfort developed a 33-day
preparation period and act of consecration, renewing one’s baptismal
vows, on a major feast day of Our
Lady. Drawing upon this important
devotional practice, Father Donald
Calloway proposes a similar consecration to her spouse, St. Joseph,
in his new book, Consecration to St.
Joseph: The Wonders of Our Spiritual Father (Marian Press, 2020).
The book leads through a 30-day

preparation period through its three
sections, the first of which examines
Joseph’s titles in his litany, the second
of which looks at the wonders related
to his life and role in the Church, and
the final of which offers prayers to
him. Although his arrangement may
be new, the book contains acts of consecration to St. Joseph written by St.
Alphonsus Liguori, St. Bernadine of
Siena, and St. Peter Julian Eymard.
Father Calloway explains the
importance of this devotion to St.
Joseph and why one should make a
consecration to him: It “means that
you acknowledge that he is your
spiritual father, and that you want to
be like him. To show it, you entrust
yourself entirely to his paternal
care so that he can lovingly help you
acquire his virtues and become holy.
Total consecration to St. Joseph
means you make a formal act of filial
entrustment to your spiritual father
so that he can take care of your spiritual well being and lead you to God.
The person who consecrates himself
to St. Joseph wants to be as close to
their spiritual father as possible, to
the point of resembling him in virtue
and holiness Saint Joseph, in turn,
will give those consecrated to him
loving attention, protection, and

occasionally, but always in reverent
tones. We put his picture in a corner
of the house somewhere. Perhaps we
even quote Him when his words bolster our argument.
But is that what He asks of us? Did
He say “Join my church, and give me
lip service every once in a while”? Did
He say “As long as you’re a basically
good person, you really don’t need to
pay too much attention to me”?
No. He said “Follow me.” Actually,
technically, it was “deny yourself,
take up your Cross and follow me.”
He invited us to lose our lives for His
sake. He commanded us to love Him
with our whole heart and soul.
What does it look like to follow
Him? It looks like St. Teresa of Calcutta, who never worried about funding her ministries, but prayed for an
hour every day and the funds arrived
when they were needed. It looks like
St. John Paul II, who risked his life

pursuing the priesthood in an underground seminary in defiance of the
Nazis. It looks like Bl. Franz Jagerstatter, who refused to swear allegiance to
the murderous dictator Hitler, even
when it led to his execution.
It also means you and I strive to
put Him first in our everyday lives. It
means we read his word and ponder
what He is telling us through it. It
means we work to live lives of service
instead of merely comfort. It means
we see his image and likeness in every
person we encounter. It means we
stand up for his truth in our own little
ways, even when doing so will cost us
popularity or business or “likes.”
But that can be unpleasant at best,
and can cost us our lives at worst.
Why do we have to go through it all?
Are these just the hoops we are supposed to jump through so we can get
to Heaven?
No. We bother not because He

needs us, but because we need Him.
We need Him at the center of our
lives. We need him because, as Father
Mike said in his talk, we are not “fine”
without him. We are desperate, in
need of a savior, to save us in this life
and in the next.
Also, lest you think I am preaching
at you from some high spiritual perch
where I have attained this incredible
one-ness with him, think again. I’m
just the girl who heard a reminder
twice in a week and had to take a good
hard look at her own life.
Let’s all make a commitment to
take Him out of the corner in 2020.
Let’s put Him first. Let’s make sure
his voice is the first one we seek in the
morning, and that his word informs
our every decision. Let’s ask Him
to shine his love through us. Let’s
recommit to his sacraments.
And then we can show the world
who He really is.

guidance” (5). For those who have
already done the consecration to
Jesus through Mary, Father Calloway
recommends this consecration as
well: “God desires that all his children
be committed to the love and care of a
mother and a father” (ibid.).
The next beginning date for a
consecration to St. Joseph begins on
Feb. 16, with 33 days leading to the
Solemnity of St. Joseph on March 19.
Father Calloway rightly points out
that now is the time of St. Joseph. We
need Joseph right now as a protector
of the Church so that she may experience renewal. We also need him as
a protector of purity and the sanctity
of family. We need him as a guide
for working and living in the world
in faith and obedience. In order to
strengthen our daily devotion to him,
I would also propose the following
prayer based on the Bible’s references
to his role (including the prefigurement of the Old Testament):
Joseph, Son of David, you are the
just man the Lord placed over His
house. You did what the angel commanded and so we go to you in time of
need. O adopted father of Jesus, pray
to your Son for us. Amen.

CORRECTIONS
In the Jan. 25 issue, on page 17,
some Catholic school teachers celebrating milestone anniversaries
this year were mistakenly left out.
They are as follows below. We apologize for the error, and we thank
all of our Catholic school teachers
for their many years of service!
ST. THOMAS MORE
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Mary Tellus 25 Years
Patty Baxter 10 Years
MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Barbara Garrett 25 years
Cathy Schilling 25 years
Roma Haling 20 years
Brenda Herbrand 20 years
Jeremy Cassidy-Cernanec 15 years
Anne Buteyn 5 years
Betsy Hartman 5 years
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

