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SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HABEMUS PAPAM
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STUDENTS FROM THE SPECIAL RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION PROGRAM assist Father Roland Freeman
during the 32nd annual Archbishop’s Mass for the program on April 24.
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POPE BENEDICT XVI raises his arms on the balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica April 19 after being announced
as the new pope elected by the world’s cardinals.
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Left: CROWDS WAVE
and take pictures of
Pope Benedict XVI as
he greeted them after
his April 24 inaugural
Mass in St. Peter’s
Square. The Mass, attended by about
350,000 people,
marked the formal
start of Pope
Benedict’s papacy.

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.
Election of Benedict XVI
‘a moment of grace’

Below: ITALIAN
CARDINAL ANGELO
SODANO kisses the
ring of Pope Benedict
XVI during the pope’s
inaugural Mass in St.
Peter’s Square April
24. The Mass, attended
by about 350,000 people, marks the formal
start of Pope
Benedict’s papacy.

Pontiff knows the soul of the world depends
on the Church’s faithful witness
Moments after the Holy See announced the election of Pope
Benedict XVI last week, a friend of mine quipped that “Some folks
will think that God isn’t a very good listener” because He had ignored — yet again — the advice of most of the American media.
Despite days of televised counsel from media experts about
how the Church needs to change her teachings on a wide range of
issues, the cardinals, many of them from the Third World, selected Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in near-record time.
At the archdiocesan Pastoral Center, dozens of people were
glued to portable TVs they had brought into the office for the occasion. The cheering broke out as soon as Cardinal Ratzinger’s
name became public. Anyone who knows the man and his work
understands that Benedict XVI is a great gift to the Church — a
leader of simplicity, humility, gentleness and warmth. The reason
those who oppose authentic Catholic teaching resent him is not
because he’s harsh — he is exactly the opposite — but because he
has a unique serenity and courage.
Benedict XVI is not only more experienced in the life of the intellect and Christian conscience than his critics, he’s also more
faithful to the mission of the Church and more anchored in the
peace that comes from knowing and loving her founder — Jesus
Christ.
So the smearing begins. A New York Times columnist summed
up the anger of the Disappointed last week when she wrote that,
“The white smoke (of the papal election) signaled that the Vatican
thinks what it needs to bring it into modernity is the oldest pope
since the 18th century: Joseph Ratzinger, a 78-year-old hidebound archconservative who ran the office that used to be called
the Inquisition and who once belonged to Hitler Youth.”
There’s an ingenious, almost elegant, dishonesty to that kind of
writing. It requires real skill in misrepresenting the man and misleading the reader. It also reveals more about the columnist and
the newspaper that publishes her than either might like.
But they’re hardly alone. Another prominent American columnist said he was “petrified” by Benedict’s election. Cartoonists
have had a field day over the past week engaging in anti-Church
bigotry. And even our own Colorado media have repeatedly —
and wrongly — described the Holy Father as a “hardliner,” as if
living and defending what the Catholic faith teaches is somehow
fundamentalist.
One of the lessons from last year that too many American
Catholics still don’t want to face is that it’s OK to be Catholic in
today’s public square as long as we don’t try to live our beliefs too
seriously; as long as we’re suitably embarrassed by all those
“primitive” Catholic teachings; as long as we shut up about abortion and other sensitive moral issues and allow ourselves to be tutored in the ways of “polite” secular culture by experts who have
little or no respect for the Christian faith that guides our lives.
The reason Pope Benedict XVI will get no media honeymoon is
simple. It’s the same reason he instantly won the hearts of committed Catholics, worried the lukewarm and angered the proud
and disaffected. He actually believes that what Jesus Christ and
His Church teach is true, and that the soul of the world depends
on the Church’s faithful witness.
As one columnist bitterly observed, “the cafeteria is now
closed.” Of course, for believers, it was never open.
In the homily for his inaugural Mass, echoing the hope of his
great predecessor and friend, Pope Benedict XVI reminded us
that “the Church is alive. And the Church is young. She holds
within herself the future of the world and therefore shows each of
us the way towards the future.”
We live in a moment of grace. The task now for every son and
daughter of the Church is to support the Holy Father’s work with
our affection, enthusiasm and prayers.

Pope Benedict XVI formally
begins ministry as head of Church
350,000 people
attend outdoor Mass
in St. Peter’s Square
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a
liturgy rich with symbols and
promises, Pope Benedict XVI formally began his ministry as head
of the universal Church, and
Catholics from around the world
pledged their love and obedience
to him.
The morning of April 24, Pope
Benedict, elected April 19, walked
down to the tomb of the martyred
St. Peter in the Vatican basilica to
pay homage to the first bishop of
Rome.
Then, with some 150 cardinals,
he processed into a sun-bathed
St. Peter’s Square to begin the
Mass and receive the main symbols of his office: the fisherman’s
ring and the pallium.
“At this moment, weak servant
of God that I am, I must assume
this enormous task, which truly
exceeds all human capacity,”
Pope Benedict said in his homily.
The 78-year-old pope said he
would rely on the prayers of all
Catholics and the grace of God.
“I do not have to carry alone
what in truth I could never carry
alone,” he said.
The new pope said his inaugural Mass was not the moment to
present “a program of governance,” but rather a time to
promise to try be a good shepherd to Christ’s flock, to rescue
those who are lost, to help the
poor and to build unity among all
believers in Christ.
An estimated 350,000 people
attended the Mass, including delegations from more than 130
countries and from dozens of
Orthodox,
Anglican
and
Protestant churches.
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, brother
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of U.S. President George W. Bush,
led the five-member U.S. national delegation. Canada’s governor
general, Adrienne Clarkson, led
the five-member Canadian delegation.
The German-born pope’s 81year old brother, Father Georg
Ratzinger, was seated in the front
row by the altar, not far from
German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder and President Horst
Koehler.
The crowd was dotted by faithful waving flags, especially
German flags.
Italian President Carlo Azeglio
Ciampi, King Juan Carlos of Spain
and Britain’s Prince Philip were
seated alongside the altar.
Religious calendars created
some complications for some
delegations. Israel was represented by its ambassador to the
Vatican, although the inauguration took place on the first full
day of the weeklong Passover observance. Sixteen Orthodox
churches sent representatives
even though April 24 was Palm
Sunday on the Julian calendar
most of them follow.
Chilean Cardinal Jorge Medina
Estevez placed the pallium, a
long woolen stole, around the
neck of Pope Benedict, remind-

ing him that Jesus has entrusted
him with taking up the ministry
of St. Peter to shepherd Christ’s
flock.
Italian
Cardinal
Angelo
Sodano, Vatican secretary of
state, handed Pope Benedict the
fisherman’s ring, which the new
pope placed on the ring finger of
his right hand.
Cardinal Sodano prayed that
“the Spirit of love” would fill the
new pope with the strength and
meekness needed to minister to
Christians “in the unity of communion.”
In his homily, Pope Benedict
said, “One of the basic characteristics of a shepherd must be to
love the people entrusted to him,
even as he loves Christ whom he
serves.”
“Loving means giving the
sheep what is truly good, the
nourishment of God’s truth, of
God’s word, the nourishment of
his presence which he gives us in
the Blessed Sacrament,” he said.
The new pope asked for the
prayers of the entire Church that
he would grow in his love for the
Lord and for the members of the
Church and prayers that he
would be strong in the face of
those who threaten the Church.
“Let us pray for one another,
that the Lord will carry us and
that we will learn to carry one another,” he said.
His homily repeatedly was interrupted by applause, and Pope
Benedict received a long ovation
when he finished.
After he received the symbols
of his office, Pope Benedict received the act of obedience of his
new flock, symbolized by 12 people from eight countries.
Bishop Andrea Erba of VelletriSegni, who represented diocesan
bishops, leads the diocese of
which the former Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger was titular head while
serving as dean of the College of
Cardinals.

See Inauguration, Page 3
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Father Enrico Pomili, representing all priests, is pastor of the
Rome parish of Santa Maria
Consolatrice,
Cardinal
Ratzinger’s titular church until he
became dean of the college in
2002.
The others included a transitional deacon from Africa; a
Discalced Carmelite priest who
serves as a consultant to the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith; a Benedictine abbess; a
Korean married couple; a young
woman from Sri Lanka; and a
young man from Congo.
Italian
Cardinal
Angelo
Sodano, South Korean Cardinal
Stephen Kim Sou-hwan and
Cardinal Medina represented the
College of Cardinals.
Among the thousands of people who gathered in St. Peter’s
Square and filled the surrounding
streets for the Mass were many
who felt represented by the 12.
Francisco Navarro, 36, of Los
Angeles said he was not disappointed the world’s cardinals
chose a German instead of a
Spanish or Latin American pope.

“The pope is the pope,” he said.
“I’m happy with it. I hope God
will guide him. We feel blessed to
be here, to be as one: no racism,
no nothing.”
Petra Keller, 36, who is German
but lives in Rome, said: “We are
proud, yes, but Germans generally are never proud of their country because of their history. They
are more proud where he is from,
in Bavaria.”
Barbara Schwartzenberg, 49, of
Baton Rouge, La., said, “It is nice
we have another non-Italian
pope to show the universality of
the Church.”
While the Gospel was chanted
in Latin and Greek, the other
Bible readings were in English
and Spanish. The prayers of the
faithful were recited in German,
French, Arabic, Chinese and
Portuguese.
In French, the people prayed:
“For our Holy Father Benedict
XVI, who today begins his ministry as the Roman pontiff, may
he serve the Church and be a
courageous witness of the
Gospel.”
The bread and wine consecrated by Pope Benedict during the
Mass were brought up to him by
Catholics from Hungary, Croatia,

Kenya, Burkina Faso, Italy, China
and Peru; many in the procession
wore their national costumes.
During the offertory procession and the act of obedience,
Pope Benedict smiled broadly,
listened attentively, stroked the
cheeks of the young and offered
his blessing.
At the end of the Mass, Pope
Benedict took his first ride in the
popemobile, standing in the back
of the open vehicle, waving to the
crowd and blessing them with his
right hand, newly weighted by
the fisherman’s ring.
He then went into St. Peter’s
Basilica where a chair was set on
an oriental rug before the main
altar. Members of the government delegations were led into
the basilica to greet him and pose
for photographs.
Pope Benedict was to meet
April 25 with the delegations
from the other Christian churches and from other religions. A
separate audience was planned
for Catholic pilgrims from
Germany.
Contributing to this story were
Benedicta Cipolla and Eleni E.
Dimmler.

Denver priest ordained deacon by
Cardinal Ratzinger recalls fond memories
BY ROXANNE KING AND ED
LOPEZ

As word from Rome about the
selection of Pope Benedict XVI reverberated around the world last
week, in Denver Father Jeff
Wilborn recalled his ordination as
a deacon by then-Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger.
In was October 1999 and Father
Wilborn was a seminarian in
Rome beginning his fourth year of
theology studies.
Father Wilborn, now vocations
director for the Archdiocese of
Denver, had been elected by classmates to head up the committee
that plans for diaconate ordination. The job included correspondence with the bishop or cardinal
who was going to ordain the seminarians.
Although Father Wilborn had
inquired into whether former
Denver Archbishop J. Francis
Stafford could preside over the
ceremony, he was told that someone else had already agreed to ordain the deacons: Cardinal
Ratzinger.
“Of course I was overjoyed,”
Father Wilborn remembered.
“As we were planning the ordination, we contacted Cardinal
Ratzinger about the possibility of
meeting with him before the ordination so he could get to know us
and we could get to know him a
little bit,” he continued.
The cardinal agreed to the
meeting. The seminary rector didn’t accompany the group, but it
gave the cardinal the opportunity
to display his playful side.

FATHER
JEFF
WILBORN,
then a seminarian, is ordained to the
diaconate by
Cardinal
Joseph
Ratzinger in
Rome on Oct.
7, 1999.
Cardinal
Ratzinger
took the
name Pope
Benedict XVI
when he was
elected pope
on April 19.
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As representative of his class,
Father Wilborn met Cardinal
Ratzinger at the door of the hall
where the meeting was to take
place.
“Obviously, he knew I wasn’t the
rector of the North American
College — but he shook my hand
and said, ‘So you’re the rector of
the North American College?’”
Father Wilburn remembered with
a laugh.
“No, no definitely not!” he
replied. “’I’m just helping to or-

ganize the diaconate ordination.’
And so we walked in and had a
wonderful discussion for a little
over an hour.
“That was an important meeting for us because he was such a
huge figure in the Church. We
were all impressed, obviously, by
his brilliance, but mostly by his
gentleness, his humility and also
his availability—making himself
available to speak to us with as
busy a schedule as he has.”

See Wilborn, Page 15
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DENVER MASS HONORS POPE’S INAUGURATION
A STANDING-ROOM ONLY CROWD FILLED the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception for an evening Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., to honor newly elected Pope
Benedict XVI on April 24. Special guests included dean of St. John’s
Episcopal Cathedral Peter Eaton. During the Mass the archbishop
spoke about the significance of the pallium, which the pope received
during his inauguration Mass earlier that day in Rome. Marked by six
crosses, the band of white wool worn about the neck is a symbol of
the fullness of the episcopal office. Its use is restricted to popes and
archbishops of metropolitan sees. Above: The archbishop lifts his pallium as he explains its meaning to the congregation.

New pope’s holiness, intellect bode
well for Church, archbishop says
BY ED LOPEZ

On a visit to Rome as a bishop
from a small diocese in Rapid City,
S.D, Charles J. Chaput was hoping
that he could talk to someone in
the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith about certain issues.
What he didn’t expect is that the
head of the congregation, thenCardinal Joseph Ratzinger, offered
to be that “someone.”
“And he invited me to see him
personally, “ the prelate said, who
later was appointed archbishop of
Denver. “So I spent a good amount
of time with him at that time.
“The fact that he would receive
me and give me so much time, and
the fact that he could speak
English so clearly and so well, just
astonished me,” Archbishop
Chaput remembered last week.
The archbishop recalled his first
impression of the former cardinal
after a news conference April 19,
the day the Vatican announced
that Cardinal Ratzinger would be
the next pope.
“The election of Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger as Pope Benedict XVI is a
tremendous moment for the
Church and a great affirmation of
the legacy of Pope John Paul II,” the
archbishop told the assembled
members of the press.
“Today’s events may have been
more of a surprise to those outside
the Catholic community than they
would be to anyone who has lived
the Catholic faith seriously over the
last two decades,” he continued.
“People with direct experience
of Cardinal Ratzinger invariably
encountered a man of character,
kindness, refined intelligence, humility, simplicity and grace — a
faithful disciple of Jesus Christ and
a faithful son of the Second Vatican

Council where he served as a theologian.”
In response to questions,
Archbishop Chaput said the cardinals may have selected a European
as pope because the re-evangelization of Europe is seen as a vital
issue within the Church.
Church attendance in Europe
has been in steady decline.
Archbishop Chaput noted that St.
Benedict is the patron saint of
Europe.
He also expects the new pope to
continue the practice of Pope John
Paul II of reaching out to other
Christians, the Jewish community
and other religions to promote
better relations. “I can’t imagine
this pope being any less enthusiastic about that,” he added.
After the news conference, the
archbishop said he believes any
public perception of Cardinal
Ratzinger as strictly an enforcer of
doctrine is unfair and off the mark.
“I think the public perceptions
of Cardinal Ratzinger are largely
built on the foundation of those
who don’t like him and who have
said bad things about him,” he observed.
“Anybody who meets him personally comes away positively impressed about his personal qualities, his humanity as well as his intellect and his clarity. There’s nobody I know that’s ever entered
into his personal presence who
hasn’t come away impressed by his
holiness and his humanity.
“As people come to know the
pope because of his more obvious
public presence, they will see that
he is a wonderful human being.”
Archbishop Chaput said the new
pope’s penetrating intelligence
and knowledge of history will serve

See Archbishop, Page 9
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL
What Benedict XVI means
ROME — The election of Pope Benedict XVI means many things:
a resounding affirmation of the pontificate of John Paul the Great; an
overwhelming vote of confidence in Joseph Ratzinger, one of the great
Christian minds and spirits of our time; dynamic continuity in the
world’s oldest office.
In the long view of history, though, April 19, 2005, may mark the
moment at which the forty-year effort to force Catholicism to tailor its
doctrine and its message to the tastes of secular modernity crashed
and burned.
Ever since the Second Vatican Council, some Catholics and most
of the world media have expected — and in certain cases, demanded
— that the Catholic Church follow the path taken by virtually every
other non-fundamentalist western Christian community over the past
century: the path of accommodation to secular modernity and its
conviction that religious belief, if not mere childishness, is a lifestyle
choice with no critical relationship to the truth of things. These expectations have involved both doctrinal accommodation (e.g., the question of whether Jesus is the unique savior of the world) and moral
accommodation (e.g., the many issues involved in the post-Freudian
claim that human beings are essentially bundles of desires).
I respect the decisions that other Christian communities have
made, before God and before the bar of history, in adopting accommodation strategies. Yet it is very, very difficult to argue that this strategy of cultural accommodation — which in some cases bleeds into cultural appeasement — has solved the two-hundred-fifty-year-old
problem of being Christian in the modern world. Nor is it possible to
demonstrate, empirically, that cultural accommodation or appeasement produce vital, growing, compelling Christian communities.
Precisely the opposite is the case. Christian communities with porous
doctrinal and moral boundaries wither and die. Christian communities with clear doctrinal and moral borders flourish, even amidst the
acids of modernity.
Yet it was expected that the Catholic Church would, indeed must,
take the path of accommodation: that has been the central assumption of what’s typically called “progressive” Catholicism. That assumption has now been decisively and definitively refuted. The “progressive” project is over — not because its intentions were malign, but
because it posed an ultimately boring question: how little can I
believe, and how little can I do, and still remain a Catholic?
In choosing a pope with an unparalleled command of ancient,
medieval, and modern theology, the College of Cardinals has sent a
clear signal to the entire Catholic Church: the really interesting question is, how much of this rich, vast, subtle tradition have I made my
own? At the same time, the College of Cardinals, by electing Pope
Benedict XVI, has told both the Church and the world that the evangelical adventure of dynamic orthodoxy launched by John Paul II will
not only continue, but be deepened.
Conventional wisdom notwithstanding, the great divide in world
Catholicism these past several decades has not been between “liberals” and “conservatives,” “reformers” and “integrists.” It’s been
between bishops, priests, religious and laity who see the Church primarily in terms of its evangelical mission, and bishops, priests, religious, and laity who see the Church primarily in terms of institutional
maintenance and the exercise of intra-institutional power. The conclave of 2005 was a rout for the latter and a smashing triumph for the
former.
The conclave of 2005 also repudiated what might be called “fiftyyard-line Catholicism” — the attempt to find the safe, comfortable,
unthreatening “center” between “the extremes.” Pope Benedict XVI,
like his immediate predecessor, is emphatically not a fifty-yard-line
bishop. If one end zone is the truth of the world, and the other embodies a false story about the world and about us, you can’t split the difference and rest comfortably at midfield. Benedict XVI, to press the
imagery a little further, will not play to avoid the interception; he’ll play
for the touchdown.
Pray for his success. Pray that he’ll inspire the bishops of the
Church to do the same, so that the people of the Church are given bold
leadership in the critical task of showing the world the face of Christ,
which reveals both the mercy of God and the truth about us.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy Center
in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Phone: 303-715-3215.

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
Interfaith Alliance
lauds late pontiff
With the death of Pope John
Paul II, the world has lost one of
its greatest, most influential and
compassionate religious leaders. The diverse people from
over 75 different religious traditions who comprise the movement known as The Interfaith
Alliance and The Interfaith
Alliance of Colorado join you in
honoring his life. His global efforts to raise compassionate interaction and meaningful reconciliation between disparate
parts of the world community;
the rich and the poor, advocates
for and opponents of democracy, members of the Roman
Catholic family and those of
many
faiths
throughout
Colorado and the earth.
He traveled the world to
demonstrate his appreciation
for diversity, his interest in interreligious dialogue, and his deep
commitment to religion as a
source of reconciliation and
peace rather than conflict and
war.
His words and his actions, indeed his very life, exemplified
the authority of religion to resist
captivity to politics and to transcend the interests of narrow
nationalism in order to build a
global community in which
people live with mutuality,
peace and freedom from intolerance, prejudice and poverty.
The vibrant faith of Pope John
Paul II was free from the manipulation of all who would use religion to advance interests other
than those related to core religious values.
Pope John Paul II exemplified
the manner in which people of
various religions and people of
no religion can live and work together while championing a
shared quality of life for all people, without discrimination.
Charles Mowry
President, The Interfaith
Alliance of Colorado
Denver

Pope John Paul II and
World Youth Day
The closest I came to seeing the
late Pope John Paul II was at a distance (in fact you could hardly
see him) during his historic visit
to Denver for World Youth Day in
1993, and again in my native land
Manila, Philippines, for WYD two
years later. It was an awesome
feeling!
The first time I saw him in
Denver I started sobbing the moment the Holy Father entered the
old Mile High Stadium. I was in
awe that he would come to us.
And everyone around me was
just as awestruck and in tears, as
were the multitudes that saw him
during his audiences at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome. Presidents and
royalty were affected the same
way. Was it because he is the Vicar
of Christ? Or was it because we
were in the presence of a holy
man? Indeed, Pope John Paul II
was a holy man and I am proud to
call him “Holy Father.”

Pope John Paul II transformed
my life through World Youth Day.
The Holy Spirit used World Youth
Day as a vehicle to reconnect me
with my past. Because of WYD I
have found myself with a small
community foundation reconnecting expatriates from my
hometown
to
engage
in
“Diaspora philanthropy.” I also
have become a missionary to my
old country promoting stewardship as a way of life. Initially, all I
wanted to do was help my home
diocese hear the message of
stewardship in their search for
sustainability. The Holy Spirit
must be at work here because the
message of stewardship is now
spreading across the country.
I am humbled to be part of this
exciting time in the Philippine
Church, and I thank God for Pope
John Paul II and his World Youth
Days.
Mila Glodava
Director of Stewardship and
Communications
St. Thomas More Parish
Centennial

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
April 28: Imago Dei Dinner, Seawall Ballroom, Denver Center for Performing Arts (6 p.m.)
April 29: USCCB Communicating Risk Issues Seminar, Westin Tabor Center (8:30 a.m.)
May 1: Mass and confirmation, St. Theresa Parish, Frederick (11 a.m.); Mass at the cathedral (6:30 p.m.)
May 3: Candidacy Mass, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (5:30 p.m.)
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Health
plans
for life?

H igh Baroque

Music of the

Courts

April 29, 2005 -7:30 pm
Featuring:
St. Mary Chamber Choir and
St. Mary Chamber Orchestra
Performing on 18th century
instruments
Matthew Loucks, Artistic Director and Conductor

The St. Mary Chamber Choir and St. Mary Chamber Orchestra will be
performing the music of Bach, Vivaldi, Telemann and Charpentier on
18th century instruments. Hear the first and only “period instrument”
Orchestra in the state of Colorado!
Tickets: $12
Reserved Seating (Visa and Master Card accepted.)

please call: 720-283-4739

Plan on it.
Since 1974, we’ve provided quality health
care services to the people of Colorado.
We’re a financially strong and stable
not-for-profit organization that has
remained independent in an industry
where buyouts and mergers are routine.
We’re here to stay.
ay
l tod nal
Cal perso
a
for tour

800-274-5186
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9th Annual
Golf Tournament
Saturday • May 7th • 7:30 a.m.
Mira Vista • Shotgun
Golf for $100
Sponsor a hole for $300
Dinner & Dance, 5 p.m., $10

Visit us online:
www.stjschool.com
or call 303-333-8275

THE SAINTS: ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA
St. Catherine was the 23rd child of
a dyer and his wife, born in Siena
around 1347. As a child
she would say the Hail
Mary on each step as she
climbed the stairs. At age
7, she made a vow of
virginity, though her
parents tried to persuade
her to marry. At 15 she
entered the third order of
St. Dominic. She
combined a life of active
charity with the prayer of
a contemplative. Around,
1375, Catherine received
the stigmata but the wounds were
visible only to herself.
Her wisdom and advice were
sought by civil leaders and even
the pope. Under papal authority
she traveled throughout Italy,

CATEQUIZ’EM
At the Second Vatican
Council Ratzinger
served as a ‘peritus.’
What is that?
A portion of this quiz on the
former Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger,
now Pope Benedict XVI, ran in the
Denver Catholic Register last
October. We are running the quiz
again in honor of the new pope’s
election.
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
The Church rejoices in the
election of Pope Benedict XVI.
This quiz examines his life before
the conclave of 2005.
1. Where was the former Cardinal
Ratzinger born?
a. Salzburg;
b. Munich;
c. Marktl am Inn.
2. What is his Christian name?
a. Joseph;
b. Adolph;
c. Karl.
3. Ratzinger entered a seminary
in the same year that this
occurred:
a. The attack on Pearl Harbor;
b. Germany invaded Poland,
starting World War II;
c. Austria annexed Germany.
4. Something unusual happened
to his whole class in 1943:
a. They were drafted into the antiaircraft forces;
b. They were ordained a year early
because of the war;
c. They were ordained to the
priesthood, but allowed to fight
the invading Italians.
5. Ratzinger joined the German
Army, becoming one of these in
1945:
a. Bishop of the Waffen;
b. Prisoner of war;
c. Boot camp guard.

converting cities to the faith.
The popes had been living in
France because of
unsettled times.
Catherine made a special
visit to Pope Gregory XI
and said, “Holy Father,
God wants the head of
his Church to live in
Rome. I pray that you
will go there as soon as
possible.” And soon
Rome again became the
home of the popes.
She foretold the terrible
schism which began before she
died. Day and night she wept and
prayed for unity and peace. She
died at Rome in 1380 at age 33.
She was proclaimed the second
woman doctor of the Church in
1970. Her feast day is April 29.
6. After the war Ratzinger did
this:
a. Went back to the seminary to
continue his education;
b. Took the first opportunity to get
a religious life, becoming a
Lutheran monk;
c. Revealed for the first time his
secret ordination by an American
military bishop.
7. What happened in June 1951?
a. Ratzinger was ordained to the
priesthood in the Catholic Church;
b. Ratzinger was named bishop of
Munich;
c. Ratzinger returned from
Lutheranism and resumed his
studies.
8. Ratzinger completed theses on
these two saints:
a. Sts. Mary and Joseph;
b. Sts. Squidward and Patrick;
c. Sts. Bonaventure and
Augustine.
9. Ratzinger became a teacher at
the university of this city, which
was the capital of Western
Germany (before reunification):
a. Weimar;
b. Berlin;
c. Bonn.
10. At the Second Vatican Council
Ratzinger served as a “peritus.”
What is that?
a. A translator;
b. A theological expert;
c. A (holy) water boy.
11. In the 1970s Ratzinger founded
a periodical with two other
theologians — Urs von Balthasar
and Henri de Lubac. What
magazine was that?
a. The National Catholic Enquirer;
b. Crisis magazine;
c. Communio.
12. In 1977 Ratzinger became
archbishop of this, the main city
in Bavaria:
a. Augsburg;
b. Salzburg;
c. Munich.
ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.a, 3.b, 4.a, 5.b,
6.a, 7.a, 8.c, 9.c, 10.b, 11.c, 12c

St. James Catholic School
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Cardinal Ratzinger, guardian of Church doctrine, elected 265th pope
100,000 people greet
Pope Benedict XVI
with cheers, applause,
flag waving
BY JOHN THAVIS
AND CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
German
Cardinal
Joseph
Ratzinger,
the
78-year-old
guardian of the Church’s doctrine for the last 24 years, was
elected the 265th pope and took
the name Benedict XVI.
Appearing at the central window of St. Peter’s Basilica April
19, the newly elected pope
smiled as he was greeted by a
cheering, flag-waving crowd of
nearly 100,000 people.
“After the great John Paul II,
the cardinals elected me, a simple, humble worker in the vineyard of the Lord,” Pope Benedict
said, in a brief talk broadcast
around the world.
“I am consoled by the fact that
the Lord can work and act even
through insufficient instruments, and I especially entrust
myself to your prayers,” he said.
“In the joy of the risen Lord,
and trusting in his permanent

CNS PHOTO BY NANCY WIECHEC

STUDENTS FROM THE NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE cheer as bells
ring in St. Peter’s Square announcing the election of a new pope. At
left is seminarian Ryan Moravitz of Ely, Minn.
help, we go forward. The Lord blessing to the city of Rome and
will help us, and Mary his most to the world. He stood and lisholy mother is on our side. tened to the endless applause
that followed, smiling and raisThank you,” he said.
Then Pope Benedict gave his ing his hands above his head.

Among the few cardinals who
joined him on the central balcony was U.S. Cardinal William
W. Baum, the only voting cardinal besides the new pope to have
participated in a previous conclave. From the side balconies of
the basilica facade, other cardinals appeared, smiling and waving to the crowd.
Pope Benedict was the first
German pope since Pope Victor
II, who reigned from 1055-1057.
It was the second conclave in a
row to elect a non-Italian pope,
after Italians had held the papacy
for more than 450 years.
The new pope was chosen by
at least a two-thirds majority of
115 cardinals from 52 countries,
who cast their ballots in secret in
the Sistine Chapel.
The election came on the second day of the voting, presumably on the fourth ballot. It was a
surprisingly quick conclusion of
a conclave that began with many
potential candidates and no
clear favorite.
The day before, Cardinal
Ratzinger had opened the conclave with a stern warning about
moral relativism and ideological
currents that had buffeted the
Church in recent decades.
“The small boat of thought of

many Christians has often been
tossed about by these waves —
thrown from one extreme to the
other: from Marxism to liberalism, even to libertinism; from
collectivism to radical individualism; from atheism to a vague
religious mysticism; from agnosticism to syncretism,” he said.
“Every day new sects are created and what St. Paul says about
human trickery comes true, with
cunning which tries to draw people into error,” he said. Having a
clear faith today is often labeled
“fundamentalism,” he said.
As the prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith since 1981, Pope
Benedict was on the front lines of
numerous theological and pastoral controversies. He was described by Vatican officials who
worked with him as a kind and
prayerful theologian and a gentler man than the one often portrayed in the media as an inquisitor.
He made the biggest headlines
when his congregation silenced
or excommunicated theologians,
withdrew Church approval of
certain books, helped rewrite
liturgical
translations,
set
boundaries on ecumenical dia-

See Election, Page 15
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Pope brings own charism to papacy, U.S. cardinals say
BY CAROL GLATZ
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ROME (CNS) — Although
Pope Benedict XVI will seek to follow in the footsteps of his predecessor, he will bring his own
charism and contribution to the
Church, said a group of U.S. cardinals who took part in the election of the German pope.
“This pontificate is totally new,
the pope has chosen a new name,
but at the same time he has indicated a real desire to be in continuity” with the legacy of Popes
John Paul II and Benedict XV, said
Cardinal
Justin
Rigali
of
Philadelphia.

We won’t just meet
your expectations...
...we’ll exceed them. Our philosophy has always been
to provide families the best in service and professionalism
at a moderate price. At Horan &McConaty, we wouldn’t
settle for anything less, and neither should you.

Funerals • Cremation • Pre-Planning
HELPING YOU COMMEMORATE LIFE TM

303.743.8804 www.horanandmcconaty.com
On Tom Martino’s Exclusive Referral List at Troubleshooter.com

ATOPIC DERMATITIS STUDY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A RESEARCH STUDY WITH
AN INVESTIGATIONAL TREATMENT IF YOU ARE:

•
•
•
•

3 MONTHS TO 17 YEARS OLD
MALE OR NON-PREGNANT FEMALE
NOT BREASTFEEDING
HAVE ATOPIC DERMATITIS

IF YOU QUALIFY YOU WILL RECEIVE:

• FREE MEDICAL EXAM
• Topical Investigational Medication
• REIMBURSEMENT FOR
TIME AND TRAVEL

If interested please contact:
Cherry Creek Research, Inc.
303-388-5629 Ext. 707

CNS PHOTO FROM L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

NEWLY ELECTED POPE BENEDICT XVI and the cardinals pose for a
group photo April 20 at the Vatican.
The cardinal said the new Sometimes it’s good to watch for a
pope is dedicated to the teachings while and see if what you’ve heard
of the Second Vatican Council is true.”
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony of
and interested in collegiality or
how the local bishops share re- Los Angeles said one must be
sponsibility and decision-making careful not to make judgments
with the pope and the Roman about a person based on “labels”
and “caricatures.”
Curia.
People “will have to get to
Pope Benedict will approach
these issues in “his own way, but know this man as we know him,”
in faithful collegiality to John Paul he said April 20 at the press conII and Benedict XV,” Cardinal ference.
The
previous
evening,
Rigali said in an April 20 press
conference at the North Cardinal Mahony told Catholic
News Service that people who
American College.
Cardinal Adam J. Maida of think they know the new pope
Detroit said the new pope will be from having read about his de“his own man” and “a spiritual fense of Church teaching and his
disciplining of theologians do not
guide.”
“God will use him as an instru- know Pope Benedict.
“Much of the baggage that
ment of grace,” he said.
“God has picked the most un- goes with anyone who is given a
usual people and put them in responsibility is hard to overplaces of authority. Even with (the come,” the cardinal said. “But his
pope’s) gifts, talents and short- job was preserving the doctrine of
comings,” ultimately “it will be the Church against dilution or erthe grace of God” that leads the rors. That was his job; that is what
Pope John Paul II asked him to do,
Church, Cardinal Maida said.
The U.S. cardinals, who spoke but that is not his job now.
“I think you will see emerge his
to reporters April 19 and 20 in
Rome, agreed that Pope Benedict far more spiritual and pastoral
is a warm, humble man who will sides,” Cardinal Mahony said.
“I have seen him in those roles,
reach out to people around the
and I think people will be very,
world.
“He’s a very loving, lovely per- very surprised in a good sense,”
son, very unassuming, and short- he said. “He is a very pastoral man
ly you will see this,” Cardinal and deeply spiritual.”
Cardinal Egan said one memoEdward M. Egan of New York said
ry in particular of Pope Benedict
April 19 following the election.
Asked by a reporter how the illustrated his character. After
new pope might fare with U.S. working at the Roman Rota and
Catholics given his sometimes teaching at Rome’s North
negative portrayal in the press, American College, then-Father
Cardinal Egan said: “I think he’ll Egan was named a bishop and
play very well as soon as people called back to the United States.
get to know him. You need to be The new pope, then-Cardinal
slow in making judgments. Joseph Ratzinger, called him to

his office so he could say goodbye
in person, a human touch that
should allay criticism, said
Cardinal Egan.
Addressing a question about
the new pope’s lack of pastoral experience — he was elected after
24 years as the head of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith — Cardinal Rigali pointed to the new pope’s 1977-82
tenure as archbishop of Munich
and Freising, Germany.
“It was precisely because he
had been a pastor, precisely because he had been involved with
the people,” that Pope John Paul II
“chose him in 1981 in order to
come to Rome and be ... in the
service of the universal Church,”
Cardinal Rigali said.
Cardinals Rigali and Egan
praised Pope Benedict for his theological sophistication and ability
to speak several languages. The
new pope speaks German,
English, Italian, French and
Spanish, they said, adding that
they had heard he also speaks
Portuguese.
Cardinal Rigali said the pope’s
interest in languages showed a
“desire to reach out to people.”
Cardinal
Theodore
E.
McCarrick of Washington said
April 20 he felt Cardinal Ratzinger
was the right man to be elected
pope because “he had a sense of
the Church at this time after the
long pontificate of John Paul II as
we move into other challenges.”
Cardinal Francis E. George of
Chicago added, “It was a choice
that was almost clear from the
very beginning.”
Cardinal George recalled that
on the evening Pope John Paul
was elected pope, he was joined
by the other Polish cardinals in
singing some Polish folk songs.
This time at the dinner after
Pope Benedict’s election, “we
sang a couple of songs in Latin.
There were no folk songs,” he
said.
Afterward, Cardinal Rigali said,
“some of the cardinals were
telling (the new pope) to get a
good night’s rest.”
Contributing to this story were
Benedicta Cipolla and Cindy
Wooden.

Pope renames Cardinal Sodano as secretary of state
BY BENEDICTA CIPOLLA

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI made his first appointment to the Roman Curia by
nominating Italian Cardinal
Angelo Sodano to remain as secretary of state.
An April 21 Vatican statement
said the pope also confirmed for
the time being all heads of curial
departments and the president of
the office governing Vatican City
State, U.S. Cardinal Edmund C.
Szoka.
Pope John Paul II first named
Cardinal Sodano to his post at the
Secretariat of State in 1991. Curial

appointments generally last for
five years, with the possibility of renewal.
Regarding the other curial
heads, the statement used the
Latin term “donec aliter provideatur” — meaning “until otherwise
provided” — signifying that the
new pope might make changes
once he has settled in.
Pope Benedict also confirmed
Argentine Archbishop Leonardo
Sandri as assistant secretary of
state and Italian Archbishop
Giovanni Lajolo as foreign minister, though he did not specify

whether he was renaming them
for the usual five-year tenure or
only until he had time to make a
more informed decision.
Departmental secretaries will
finish out their five-year terms already under way, the statement
said.
When elected in 1978, Pope
John Paul I made few curial
changes, reappointing all officials.
His successor, Pope John Paul II,
carefully reviewed each of his
choices. In his first two weeks as
pope, he only renamed Cardinal
Jean Villot as secretary of state.
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New pope has ability to touch hearts, publisher-priest says
Seewald became a Catholic! Later
he did another book-length interview, which became “God and
the World.” The man sarcastically
called “God’s Rotweiler” or the
“panzer kardinal” is a man who in
real life can touch the hearts of
the most hardened skeptics. He
has given his life and all his gifts
to the service of the Lord and the
Church. And when he speaks he
speaks with a power that comes
from beyond him but that works
marvelously through him.

The following was taken from
an interview with Jesuit Father
Joseph Fessio, the founder of
Ignatius Press and a longtime
friend of Pope Benedict XVI. The
full interview will appear online
at www. ignatius.com.
BY VALERIE SCHMALTZ

Q: Which of his works would
you recommend to those wondering about the direction of
Pope Benedict XVI’s papacy?
A: For those who would like an
idea of the direction of this new
papacy, I would recommend
starting with the “Ratzinger
Report.” It was an interview he
gave to Vittorio Messori in 1985.
Cardinal Ratzinger comments
very openly there on the strength
and weaknesses of the Church at
that time. Not too much has
changed except for the increase
in enthusiasm generated by the
vibrant papacy of John Paul II;
the major challenges remain.
Q: What is Pope Benedict XVI
like as a person? What about his
reputation as an enforcer?
A: As a person, Pope Benedict is
courteous, kind, gracious, softspoken, with an ever-present
sense of humor and a twinkle in
his eye. I’ve never heard him express anger or raise his voice. He
listens very attentively to people
and while clear and firm in his expression of the truths of the
Catholic faith, he always speaks
or writes with profound courtesy
and respect. He has a reputation
as an enforcer because he had
that task assigned to him. Even in

Lord,
who
asked
Mary of
Nazareth
to bear,
raise
and
teach
Jesus,
remind
women
and
girls of
their
dignity
and
worth.

The
Christophers
Volume 39

Q: Finally, do you know what
his favorite foods are? What is his
favorite music?
CNS PHOTO FROM REUTERS

NEWLY ELECTED Pope Benedict XVI offers a blessing after his introduction from a balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican April 19.
treating dissident theologians, he
was always open and fair, thorough and objective.
Q: To those wondering about
the spiritual life of the new pope,
do you have any insights? Does
he have particular devotions to
Mary, any other saints?
A: The cardinal was born on
Holy Saturday, and was brought
by his parents to the parish
church and baptized at the Easter
Vigil Mass. So he was born both
naturally and supernaturally in
the midst of the great Paschal
Mystery of the Church. I’ve heard
him say very candidly that his life
has been liturgical from the beginning; that he always feels
nourished by the celebration of
the Mass and the praying of the
Divine Office. He admired his fellow theologian (Hans Urs) von
Balthasar for promoting “kniende

theologie” (kneeling theology)
and his works could not have
been produced by a man who
was not a man of deep personal
prayer. His devotions are Catholic
devotions, to the saints, but particularly to St. Joseph his patron,
and of course to the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
Q: Do you have any personal
stories about the new pope you
can share with us?
A: There are many stories I
could tell but let one suffice. He
was asked by a very skeptical and
agnostic
journalist,
Peter
Seewald, for a book-length interview. The cardinal, generous as
always, agreed to this and made
himself available to answer all his
questions, even the most hostile
ones. After that experience — the
results of which were published
as “The Salt of the Earth” — Peter

A: I don’t know what his favorite foods are but Mozart is his
favorite composer. While he leads
a simple life, he’s a Bavarian who
enjoys a good meal, and he does
love to listen to classical music.
He also plays the piano.

Archbishop
From Page 3

him well in meeting the challenges
he faces.
“He really knows the world,” he
added. “And he knows the intellectual trends of humanity through
history and in a special way the last
100 years. So I think his keen
awareness of the kind of cultural issues of our time will give him a
unique ability to comment on
those in the context of the
Scriptures.”
The archbishop said that aside
from his first memories of Cardinal
Ratzinger, he also clearly remembers other meetings with the cardinal.
“I’ve gone with groups of bishops
who may have been in a position
where they wanted to raise an
issue, and the way he has been very
patient about receiving questions
that could even be seen as criticisms in a very gracious and generous way has always impressed me.”
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Catholic home shared by able-bodied, developmentally disabled turns 20
Bridge Community a
sign that all human
beings have value
BY ROXANNE KING

All human beings have dignity
and worth, regardless of their
weaknesses and limitations. The
Bridge Community, a Catholic
home for developmentally disabled women, has borne witness
to that Gospel teaching for two
decades.
On April 1, the residents of the
rambling, comfortable southwest

Denver home celebrated its 20th
anniversary with, in typical Bridge
style, the first of two welcoming
open houses with residents greeting guests, providing tours and
excitedly sharing their latest activities and accomplishments.
“The spirit of the Bridge
Community is the spirit of community and family, rather than a
boarding house mentality,” said
Bridge co-founder Loretto Sister
Mary Catherine Widger.
“When we teach the women
how to cook,” she elaborated, “it’s
not so they can go somewhere
else, it’s to enable them to participate more fully in this family.”

When Sister Widger co-founded the home with two other people in 1985, the trio wasn’t seeking
to enter the group home business,
she explained. Rather, inspired by
French Catholic layman Jean
Vanier, founder of the L’Arche
communities, they wanted to affirm the value of the lives of the
developmentally disabled by establishing a home where the ablebodied and the developmentally
disabled could share life together.
“Through Jean Vanier … we
knew that the potential for the
disabled to grow in love and selfPHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
acceptance was remarkably in- RESIDENTS AND STAFF of the Bridge Community, located in
See Home, Page 13 Southwest Denver, pray before dinner April 20.
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Special Religious Education students shine at joyous, heartwarming 32nd annual Mass with archbishop
BY ROXANNE KING

Cheerful music, hundreds of
colorful balloons and a giant
cutout of Jesus featuring photos of
people from all walks of life made
the 32nd annual Archbishop’s
Mass for Special Religious
Education a joyous liturgy.
The April 24 afternoon Mass was
also deeply moving with students
from the program, which serves
developmentally disabled children, youth and adults, proclaiming the readings, delivering the
prayers of the faithful and serving
as acolytes and candle bearers.
The
Cathedral
of
the
Immaculate Conception was
nearly filled to capacity with the
students and the teachers, parents
and friends who had come to pray
with and celebrate the lives of their
special loved ones.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., was the main celebrant. The concelebrants were
pastors from the parishes that host
Special Religious Education programs.
“How do we get to heaven?”
Father Roland Freeman asked during his homily as he paraphrased
the apostle Thomas’s question to
Jesus from the day’s Gospel reading.
The director of Special Religious
Education drew laughter as he
charged down the aisle and said,
“Do you run?”

house I will come down and make
my home in your heart.’”
“When we go to holy
Communion,” Father Freeman
solemnly explained, “we bring the
light of the risen Christ — Jesus —
into our heart and he leads us
home to the Father.”
During the offertory, groups of
students from each of the 11
Special Religious Education parish
programs and the six Wheat Ridge
Regional Center satellite homes

Above: FATHER ROLAND
FREEMAN lifts a Bible as he delivers his homily during the
Archbishop's Mass for Special
Religious Education April 24.
Right: Archbishop Chaput greets
students from St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial.
Flapping his arms he asked, “Do
you fly?” Jumping on a pew he
added, “Do you climb, like a
mountain?”
Holding up a striped box, he invited the students to guess what
was in it. After incorrect guesses of
a mouse, a dove and a turtle he
reached inside the box and pulled
out a Bible.
“The way to go to heaven is to
follow Jesus,” he said lifting the
Bible high.
To indicate just how wonderful
heaven will be Father Freeman
opened the Bible to reveal a glitter-

Beatrice Hover
Assisted Living

1380 Charles Drive

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ing, pop-up castle, eliciting “oohs”
and “ahhs” from the surprised students.
But “most of us aren’t ready to go
to heaven yet,” the priest acknowledged. With great expression, he
added, “Jesus says, ‘Because you’re
not ready to come to my Father’s

Hover Manor
Senior Residence
1401 Elmhurst Dr.

303-722-9292

www.hovercommunity.org
hover@hovercommunity.org

presented colorful banners to the
archbishop and their pastors.
Many of them offered hugs as well.
The banners were draped over the
arms of the Jesus cutout to represent the rays of his Divine Mercy.
The banners were decorated
with the students’ photos to show
that they are part of the body of
Christ,
organizers
said.
Celebrating the Divine Mercy
theme was the students’ way to

See Mass, Page 12
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May 7 program to focus on themes of ‘Gospel of Life’
BY ED LOPEZ

Forging a proper perspective
on human sexuality and nurturing a vision of hope will be major
themes of the program, “A
Message of Hope in Our Times,”
to be offered Saturday, May 7.
The program is presented
against the
backdrop of
the 10th anniversary of
the encyclical,
“The Gospel
of Life,” also
known
as
“Evangelium
Vitae,” in this
Year of the
JANET E. SMITH Eucharist.
Noted
speaker Janet E. Smith, chair of
life ethics and professor of moral
theology at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary in Detroit, Mich., will
deliver a talk on human sexuality
called “Total Gift of Self —The
Gift of Life and Love.”
In Smith’s view, easy accessibility to artificial contraception
and its social acceptance have reduced sex to an act of recreation
and physical pleasure.
“It’s meant to be an act of complete self-giving,” Smith said.
“I find it fascinating that we no
longer hear the phrase ‘making
love’ but more often it’s ‘having
sex,’” she noted. “But it should be

an act of making love and love is a
lifetime commitment to someone.”
Smith will speak on the damage that “sex gone wild” has done
to our culture and how the
Church’s view can help to counter
popular distortions of human
sexuality.
“The main message is the
beauty of the Church’s teaching
on sex and how it does have a
beautiful justification as to why it
belongs in marriage,” Smith said.
She said her presentation can
help married couples nurture
happier marriages as well as aid
engaged couples to prepare
themselves for a successful marriage.
“We have a distorted sense of
freedom,” Smith said, “in which
we think we are most free when
we can do whatever we want.”
Our freedom must be tethered
to the truth: sex is meant to express creation of a lifetime bond.
“We have to look at the truth of
the matter,” she explained. “What
is this act and how can we honor
this act?”
The May 7 program will be
held at Our Lady of Loreto Parish,
which is located about 5.7 miles
east of Interstate 25 on Arapahoe
Road.
Registration and continental
breakfast begin at 9 a.m. Lunch is
provided and the closing prayer is
scheduled at about 3:15 p.m.

The program is sponsored by
the parish and the archdiocesan
Respect Life Office.
Msgr. Edward L. Buelt, pastor
at the parish, will deliver a presentation in the morning called “A
Message of Hope in Our Time.”
The pastor said he will elaborate on the theme of hope and
how Pope John Paul II’s encyclical
was inspired in large part by his
visit to Denver for World Youth
Day.
“The young people themselves became a cause of hope for
the pope,” Msgr. Buelt said.
“Then seeing hope in him, they
discovered that it was in themselves.”
“The pope affirmed the youthful vitality in the young people
and saw that they were affirming
it for the Church, and thus the
Church for the world,” he added.
Msgr. Buelt noted that the program at the parish will be on the
Mother’s Day weekend.
“Our hope is that the conference not only affirms motherhood but especially affirms the
motherhood of the Church in giving and protecting the life of the
world.”
For more information, call
303-715-3243 or send an e-mail
message to register@ourladyofloreto.org indicating how many
people will be in your party.

Archbishop Chaput receives award
for ‘courageous defense’ of life

Mass

BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

honor the papacy of the late John
Paul II.
The archbishop prompted a
standing ovation when he asked
the Mass organizers — Loretto
Sister Mary Catherine Widger, cofounder and associate director of
Special Religious Education and
the Bridge Community, a Catholic
home for developmentally disabled women; Risha Dimas, Bridge
Community director; and Addie
Elshire, a consultant to the home
— to come forward for recognition.
“The Archdiocese of Denver
would be much poorer as would
these families without these
women,” he said, noting that the
Mass is but a small sample of what
the women do year round.
Even so, he emphasized that the
“real heroes” of Special Religious
Education are the parents, relatives
and caregivers of the students and
the students themselves for the inspiring example of courage and
commitment they offer to the larger Church community.
After the Mass, All Saint’s parishioner Greg Lynch, whose 59-yearold brother Larry participated in
the liturgy, described it as “a very
emotional and touching experience.”
“I loved it,” his brother said simply.

WASHINGTON
(CNS)
—
Praised for his “courageous defense of the sanctity of all human
life,” Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
of Denver received the Proudly
Pro-Life Award from the National
Right to Life Educational Trust
Fund April 20 in Washington.
Wanda Franz, president of the
National Right to Life Committee,
presented the award to the archbishop, a former chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on ProLife Activities.
In his acceptance speech,
Archbishop Chaput paid tribute to
two former recipients of the
Proudly Pro-Life Award — the late
Cardinal John J. O’Connor of New
York and the late Bishop James T.
McHugh of Rockville Centre, N.Y.
— as “my two heroes among bishops.”
“I am not worthy to walk in the
footsteps of these two great men,”
he said.
Archbishop Chaput said the
death of Pope John Paul II and the
election of Pope Benedict XVI had
prompted him to reflect on “what
one life can do to the fabric of history.”
He said the new pope is known
as “a faithful disciple of Jesus
Christ and a faithful son of the
Second Vatican Council where he

served as a theologian.”
He said Pope John Paul will be
remembered for his “abiding love
for the poor, the homeless and the
oppressed,” his quest for global
economic justice and interreligious peace, but most of all for
having “the courage to defend the
sanctity of the human person in
the face of enormous contempt.”
But concern for the social mission of the Church cannot override concern for the right to life,
“the foundation of every other
right,” the Denver leader said.
“John Paul understood that we
can’t build justice while deliberately killing — or allowing anyone
else to deliberately kill — the innocent and defenseless,” Archbishop
Chaput said. “No amount of good
policy on immigration, or unemployment, or education, or housing compensates for bad policy
when it comes to deliberately
killing the innocent — beginning
with the unborn.”
Also honored for their pro-life
work April 20 were Richard DeVos,
co-founder of the Amway Corp.
and owner of the Orlando (Fla.)
Magic professional basketball
team, and his wife, Helen.
U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, RKan., received standing ovations
at the beginning and end of a brief
talk against abortion, embryonic
stem-cell research and cloning.

From Page 11
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creased if they were provided with
a permanent and genuinely loving environment,” Sister Widger
said.
Licensed for eight moderately
developmentally
disabled
women, the residents need to be
at least 18, and must be ambulatory and either capable of selfcare or be willing to be assisted.
Although the residents don’t have
to be Catholic, the home promotes an active Catholic faith life
and the residents and their families must be comfortable with
that, Sister Widger said.
Helping Sister Widger to establish the home in 1985 were
Loretto Sister Sue Rogers, whose
job as the home’s director was assumed by Catholic laywoman
Risha Dimas in 1998, and Father
Lawrence Freeman, who died in
1998. Upon the priest’s death, his
twin brother, Father Roland
Freeman, a clinical psychologist,
took over his brother’s roles as
chaplain, friend and consultant to
the home and as director of the
Denver Archdiocese’s Special
Religious Education Program,
whose offices are in the home.
Though inspired by L’Arche, the
Bridge Community grew out of
the
archdiocese’s
Special
Religious Education Program,
which provides catechesis and the
sacraments to the developmentally disabled. Sister Widger, who
has a master’s degree in special religious education, co-founded
that program with Father
Lawrence Freeman in 1976. She
has served as its associate director
since its inception.
“We wanted not only to be
doing things for the developmentally disabled but to be with them,
as a sign of their value,” Sister
Widger said as she explained the
inspiration for the Bridge
Community.
“It’s not a good-will deed,” she
emphasized. “These people are
valuable and we want to share life
with them.”
The home aims to help the residents realize the fulfillment of
which they are capable. And indeed, Sister Widger said, “They
see themselves as very competent.”
Located in a former convent at
3101 W. Hillside Place, the Bridge
Community is the only Catholic
group home for the developmentally disabled in the state and the
only one that encourages residents and staff to live together in a
community with reciprocal sharing of gifts, talents and needs.
Eight developmentally disabled
women share the home with
Sister Widger, another Loretto
Sister, Lydia Peña, who has an
outside job, and a total of six partand full-time staffers, including
Dimas.
Except for one day a week,
Sister Widger is at the home nearly 24-hours a day as her office is
there.

Hire a Hero for Home Care
Since 1975, Bayada Nurses has been dedicated to its
mission of helping people have a safe home life with comfort,
independence and dignity, despite illness or disability.
• Skilled Nursing —RNs and LPNs
• Personal Care and Support — Home Health Aides,
Companions and Live-Ins
• Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapists and MSWs
• All Staff Screened, Bonded and Insured
• RN Supervision on All Cases
• 24 Hour / 7 Day Service
• Free Nursing Assessment
g

Specializing in Alzheimer’s Care
Extended Hour Care

Medicare Visits

JCAHO Accredited

Medicare Certified

303-333-2900

303-782-0900
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Heroes on the Home Front
www.bayada.com
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Home

Like his predecessor, Father
Freeman doesn’t live at the home
but is there during office hours
and shares dinner with the residents. He celebrates Mass for the
community once a week after
which the residents attend Special
Religious Education classes at All
Saints Parish, which is across the
street.
“He’s a tremendous resource for
us,” Sister Widger said about the
gentle priest. “He has such a wonderful spirit.”
All of the home’s developmentally disabled residents either
have jobs or are in therapeutic day
programs. They are all responsible
for general home maintenance,
including cleaning and laundry,
setting the table for meals and
helping with cooking. As in any
family, the most competent residents aid the ones who need assistance.
“Some of the residents need lots
of help with their personal needs,”
Sister Widger said, adding that
even the most capable ones need
supervision with daily tasks such
as cooking and packing lunches.
“They need help with what you
put in a lunch, besides cookies,”
she said with a smile.
Two of the residents have lived
at the home since the first week it
opened. Then 19, the women,
Shirleen and Mary, will both turn
40 this year.
All but one of the residents —
the home’s youngest and newest
member Melissa , 36 — have lived
at Bridge for several years. At 51
Maria is the home’s oldest resident. The other residents are
Linda, Lisa, Theresa and Kate.
The women’s different personalities, challenges and interests
give the home its unique character. One has had a janitorial job at
a Catholic school for two decades.
Another has earned recognition
for her longtime volunteer work at
the Conflict Center. Yet another
has won numerous awards in the
Special Olympics. One was recently given a clean bill of health
after battling cancer for a year.
At dinner one night last week,
the women shared what they like
best
about
the
Bridge
Community.
“Being loved,” said Melissa.
“Having nice friends.”
“Welcoming people here at
Bridge,” said Shirleen. “Because
I’m a friendly person.”
“I like to help cook,” said Lisa.
“And I have friends.”
The women are a constant reminder to her of what’s really important in life, Sister Widger said.
“Their priority is people and
friendship,” she said. “That’s a
good message to be surrounded
by.
“Living with them challenges
you to face your own weaknesses,” she added. “It’s a strong reminder of what life is supposed to
be about — taking care of one another.
“They’re a tremendous gift to
us.”
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Mother’s Day May 8, 2005
This Mother’s Day, please pray for all of
the women in the world impacting our families,
communities and shaping future generations.

You’re invited to...
Bethany Healthplex’s
annual Mother’s Day Tea
Sunday, May 8th
2 p.m.-4 p.m.

Free to the Public

Bethany Healthplex
R.S.V.P. 303-283-8333
5301 West 1st Ave. • Lakewood, CO 80226

PLEASE SUPPORT THE RESPECT LIFE OFFICE IN ITS
WORK TO PROMOTE THE TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH ON THE SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE.

Annual Pro-Life Parish Appeal

MOTHER’S DAY
COLLECTION
Please Give Generously

May 7th and 8th
For more information, please call
Mimi Eckstein in the Respect Life Office at the
Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 • (303) 715-3205
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Pope Benedict XVI one of the most respected theologians
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As the
guiding light on doctrinal issues
during Pope John Paul II’s pontificate, Pope Benedict XVI was one
of the most respected, influential
and controversial members of the
College of Cardinals.
Since 1981 the 78-year-old
Pope Benedict — regarded as one
of the Church’s sharpest theologians — has headed the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, the Vatican department
charged with defending orthodoxy in virtually every area of
Church life.
Over the years, Pope Benedict
met quietly once a week with
Pope John Paul to discuss doctrinal and other major issues facing
the Church. Insiders said his influence was second to none when
it came to setting Church priorities and directions and responding to moral and doctrinal challenges.
From November 2002 until his
election, he was dean of the
College of Cardinals, a key position in the time between popes.
Pope Benedict presided over the
preconclave meetings of cardinals in Rome, set agendas for discussion and action, and was responsible for a number of procedural decisions during the conclave.
White-haired and soft-spoken,
Pope Benedict comes across in
person as a thoughtful and precise intellectual with a dry sense
of humor. A frequent participant
at Vatican press conferences, he is
a familiar figure to the international group of reporters who
cover the Church.
He is also well-known by the
Church hierarchy around the
world, and his speeches at cardinal consistories, synods of bishops and other assemblies often
have the weight of a keynote address. When Pope Benedict spoke
as a cardinal, people listened.
Sometimes his remarks were
bluntly critical on such diverse
topics as dissident theologians,
liberation theology, “abuses” in
lay ministry, homosexuality,
women as priests, feminism
among nuns, premarital sex,
abortion, liturgical reform and
rock music.
As Pope John Paul’s pontificate
developed, some Vatican observers said Pope Benedict’s influence grew.
“He’s become the last check on
everything, the final word on orthodoxy. Everything is passed
through his congregation,” one
Vatican official said in 1998.
“I’m not the Grand Inquisitor,”
Pope Benedict once said in an interview, referring to the head of a
medieval Church tribunal focusing on heresy.
But to the outside world, he has
been known as the Vatican’s enforcer. He made the biggest headlines when his congregation silenced or excommunicated theologians, withdrew Church approval of certain books, helped

CNS PHOTO FROM KNA

Above: CARDINAL JOSEPH
RATZINGER, who became Pope
Benedict XVI April 19, greets a
youth during the second
International Youth Gathering in
Rome March 30, 1985. The new
pope said he will continue Pope
John Paul II’s outreach to youths
by traveling to Cologne, Germany,
for World Youth Day in August
this year.
Left: JOSEPH RATZINGER, who
became Pope Benedict XVI April
19, is seen as a young scholar in
this undated file photo.
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rewrite liturgical translations, set
boundaries on ecumenical dialogues, took over the handling of
cases of clergy sex abuse against
minors, curbed the role of bishops’ conferences and pressured
religious orders to suspend wayward members.
In 2003, the doctrinal congregation issued a document that said
Catholic politicians must not ignore essential Church teachings,
particularly on human life. That
set the stage for a long debate
during the 2004 U.S. election
campaign
on
whether
Democratic Sen. John F. Kerry, a
Catholic who supports legalized
abortion, should be given
Communion.
Pope Benedict’s congregation
also published a document asking Catholic lawmakers to fight a
growing movement to legalize
same-sex marriage.
Pope Benedict has frequently
criticized the growth of Church
bureaucracy and its output of
studies, reports and meetings.
Asked once whether the Vatican
would operate better in Germany,
he responded, “What a disaster!
The Church would be too organized.
“The saints were people of creativity, not bureaucratic functionaries,” he added.
In his first decade at the helm of
the doctrinal congregation, Pope

Benedict zeroed in on liberation
theology as the most urgent challenge to the faith. He silenced
Latin American theologians like
Franciscan Father Leonardo Boff
and guided the preparation of two
Vatican documents that condemned the use of Marxist political concepts in Catholic theology.
But after the collapse of
Marxism as a global ideology,
Pope Benedict identified a new,
central threat to the faith: relativism. He said relativism is an especially difficult problem for the
Church because its main ideas —
compromise and a rejection of
absolute positions — are so
deeply imbedded in democratic
society.
More and more, he has warned,
anything religious is considered
“subjective.” As a result, he said, in
places like his native Germany the
issue of abortion is being confronted with “political correctness” instead of moral judgment.
He said modern theologians are
among those who have mistakenly applied relativistic concepts to
religion and ethics. He said Jesus
is widely seen today as “one religious leader among others,” concepts like dogma are viewed as
too inflexible and the Church is
accused of intransigence.
Pope Benedict has been particularly sensitive to wayward trends
in Asian theology, especially as
they find popular expression. He
banned the best-selling books of a
late Jesuit theologian from India
and declared a Sri Lankan theologian excommunicated for his
writings on Mary and the faith.

See Life, Page 18
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Election

Wilborn
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logues, took over the handling of
cases of clergy sex abuse against
minors, curbed the role of bishops’ conferences and pressured
religious orders to suspend wayward members.
Pope Benedict’s election was
announced in Latin to a waiting
world from the balcony of St.
Peter’s Basilica. A massive crowd
of young and old filled St. Peter’s
Square and welcomed the news
with cheers and waves of applause.
White smoke poured from the
Sistine Chapel chimney at 5:49
p.m. signaling that the cardinals
had chosen a successor to Pope
John Paul II. At 6:04 p.m., the bells
of St. Peter’s Basilica began pealing continuously to confirm the
election.
At 6:40 p.m., Chilean Cardinal
Jorge Medina Estevez, the senior
cardinal in the order of deacons,
appeared at the basilica balcony
and intoned to the crowd in
Latin: “Dear brothers and sisters,
I announce to you a great joy. We
have a pope.”
He continued: “The most eminent and reverend lordship, Lord
Joseph Cardinal of the Holy
Roman Church Ratzinger.”
The crowd in the square burst
into applause. Some jumped for
joy, some knelt to pray and some
simply stood and watched.
During their pre-conclave
meetings, journalists tracked
Cardinal Ratzinger’s rising status
among cardinal-electors, but
most sources doubted he would
obtain the 77 votes needed to
win. Many thought the cardinals
would choose someone with
more pastoral experience.
In the end, the cardinals turned
to a man who offered doctrinal
firmness, a sharp intellect and a
clear vision of the threats facing
the Church and the faith.
In the days before and after the
pope’s death, Cardinal Ratzinger
emphasized his concerns about
the urgent challenges facing the
Church.
In meditations written for the
Way of the Cross at the Rome
Colosseum on Good Friday,
March 25, he said too many
Catholics continue to scorn and
scourge Jesus in his Church.
“Christ suffers in his own
Church,” he said. He described
“the falling of many Christians
away from Christ and into a godless secularism,” but also the fall
of those Catholics who abuse the
sacraments or their positions in
the Church.
At Pope John Paul’s funeral,
Cardinal Ratzinger spoke movingly of the late pontiff, telling a
crowd of several hundred thousand: “We can be sure that our
beloved pope is standing today at
the window of the Father’s house,
that he sees us and blesses us.”
Contributing to this story were
Benedicta Cipolla and Jonathan
Luxmoore in Rome.

Given the occasion, the actual
ordination made the seminarians
nervous. But a slice of Cardinal
Ratzinger’s humanity helped to
put the future priests at ease.
“First, when he was processing
in, instead of sitting in the
presider’s seat he made the mistake of sitting in the deacon’s
chair, which is right next to it,”
Father Wilborn recalled.

“It was just a human, little error
on his part, but it was enough to
get us all smiling—to break the
tension so we could relax and really enter into the ordination,” he
added.
As luck would have, Cardinal
Stafford was able to attend the ordination. In Denver, he had accepted Father Wilborn into the
seminary and gave him the
chance to study in Rome.
“He told me that he snuck out of
a meeting with the pope in order
to be at my ordination.” Father
Wilborn said. “So he actually came

into the Mass after it had already
started but was there for most of it.
So that was a wonderful blessing,
to actually have him there.”
Despite the public persona of
the new pope as a strict adherent
to orthodoxy, Father Wilborn said
the election of Pope Benedict XVI
will give the world a chance to see
and hear the person the seminarians got to know first hand in 1999.
“He’s a very gentle, humble,
simple soul who’s going to be a
wonderful gift to the Church,”
Father Wilborn said.
“He’s got this huge persona cre-

ated about him because of his position at the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, but the man
himself is just a wonderful, wonderful guy,” he added.
Father Wilborn also remembers
the then-cardinal’s deep intellect
and penchant for organizing his
thoughts well.
“He’s such a gentle soul,” he
noted. “That’s why I’m so excited
that he was elected pope. … He’s
going to be a person who really
reaches out to people, similar to
the last pope.”

:
Plant a seed of hope
ed
Sponsor a child in ne
Christian Foundation for Children and Aging
(CFCA) has been offering hope to poor children in
developing countries for 23 years. Sponsorship helps
remove obstacles of poverty by providing schooling,
nutritious food and medical care.
In addition, CFCA makes sponsorship of an aging
person available to you. We work to restore dignity to
aging persons by improving the conditions in which they
will live out their last years.
Through the Church’s call for families and
communities to participate in putting the needs of the
poor and vulnerable first, CFCA serves our brothers and
sisters globally in our interdependent world. Through
letters and photographs, you receive the blessings that
accompany any nurturing relationship, learning about
your sponsored friend’s culture, family, struggles and
achievements.
Antonio has developed a measure of self-esteem that will carry him
into a future that is as bright as his smile. Today, through the monthly
gift of sponsorship, Antonio’s life is much improved. He is going to
school, eating nutritious meals and receiving regular health care. He
has clothing and shoes to wear.
Antonio is from a small Guatemalan village. The house he shares
with his family is made of wooden planks, with sheets of tin for a
roof. Their meals are cooked over an open fire in homemade clay pots.
Sponsorship helps ensure Antonio an opportunity for an education,
offering hope that the cycle of poverty will be broken when he grows up
and starts a family of his own.

Make a difference in the life of a child or aging friend.
Become a sponsor today by filling out the form below
and mailing it to us. If you prefer, call us toll-free at
(800) 875-6564, or sponsor online at www.cfcausa.org.

Through CFCA, Antonio has new hope, a restored sense of dignity
and a bright future.

YES, I’ll sponsor:
I’ll contribute:

K Boy K Girl K Teenager K Aging
K Monthly $20 K Quarterly $60
K Semi-annually $120 K Annually $240

Payment method:
K Enclosed is my first contribution of $ ________ (Payable to CFCA)
K I authorize CFCA to charge my credit card: __ Monthly __ One time only
Choose credit card: __ MasterCard __ Discover __ Visa __ Amex
Amount $_________.00

O f f e r i n g h o p e . R e s t o r i n g d i g n i t y. Wo r l d w i d e .
w w w. c f c a u s a . o r g

Your Name ______________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State/Zip________________________________________
Phone ( ___ ) ____________________________________

Exp. date______/______

Card #___________________________________________________________

Mail to:

Name on Card____________________________________________________

C H R I S T I A N F O U N D AT I O N

Signature_________________________________________________________

FOR CHILDREN AND AGING

K I can’t sponsor now but here’s my gift of $_________.
K Please send me more information about sponsorship.

22854

P. O . B o x 8 0 5 1 0 5
K a n s a s C i t y, M O 6 4 1 8 0 - 5 1 0 5
8 0 0 - 8 7 5 - 6 5 6 4 • w w w. c f c a u s a . o rg
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BEHOLD

I AM NOT DYING; I AM ENTERING LIFE

We have served as a symbol of the extended community of the Church, a community
unbroken by death, for the last 100 years. Mount Olivet Cemetery, St. Simeon Cemetery and
the Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary were established by the Archdiocese of Denver as living
ministries which address the spiritual and the practical needs that accompany death.
Mass is celebrated in the chapel at Mt. Olivet Cemetery on the first Friday of every month at 7:00 P.M.

Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary
Mount Olivet Cemetery St. Simeon Cemetery

12801 West 44th Avenue, Wheatridge, CO 80033
Cemetery (303) 424-7785 Mortuary (303) 425-9511
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Service and Mass: St. Mary
Magdalene, 2771 Zenobia St., with
Father Walsh, Father Bayer and Father
Sebastian. Music by Jim Cowan from
Steubenville. Call 303-432-2694.
Last Saturday of every month: 7 p.m.
Prayer in the Park: join the Legion of
Mary Praesidia, McDough Park (north
end), 41st Ave. and Federal Blvd. (across
from St. Catherine of Siena). Rosary and
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be
prayed for world peace.
Sundays in May: 1:30 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
cynthia.kann@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
May 7: shotgun 7:30 a.m., dinner
and dance 5 p.m.

Respect Life Holy Hour: led by Father
Andreas Hoeck at Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.
May 1: 3 p.m.

Salute to Seniors: at the Colorado
Convention Center, free parking near
Pepsi Center with shuttle buses running all day. Admission: $7 for first
ticket and $3.50 for second ticket.
Group discounts available for 10 or
more people. Call 303-333-3482.
May 4: 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m

St. Peregrine Healing Service: Our Lady
of Mount Carmel, 3549 Navajo St. Join in
a holy hour to include anointing of the
sick presided by Father Tim Kremen,
O.S.M. Call 303-455-0447.
May 3: 7 p.m.

Free Health and Enrollment Fair for
Uninsured Denver Residents: Church
in the City, 1530 Josephine. Call 303837-7106 for more information and list
of services to be provided.
May 6: 6 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Praise and Adoration with Jim Cowan:
St. Anthony of Padua, 3801 W. Ohio Ave.
Call 303-935-2431. All are welcome.
May 3: 7 p.m.
“Rejoice and See the Miracles”
Healing Service: with Jim Cowan —
singer/songwriter; and Joseph and Jo
Ann Esqueda — charismatic Catholics
who share a powerful story of healing,
at Christ the King Church, 4291
Evergreen Parkway, Evergreen. Call
Deacon Brian Kerby 303-697-3743.
May 4: 7 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Call 303-528-0758.
Every first Friday: 8 a.m.-noon

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
St. John’s Dinner Dance Auction: 1730
W. 12th St., Loveland. Tickets: $25/person. Call Maryann 970-290-4335.
April 30: 6 p.m.-midnight
“Late Nite Catechism” Performance
Fundraiser: Queen of Peace, 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave., Aurora. WYD benefit.
Tickets: $22.50. Call 303-364-0828.
April 30: 7 p.m.
Visually Impaired People’s Fair: Exempla
St. Joseph Hospital, Russell Pavilion,
northeast corner of Lafayette St. and
18th Ave. Call Health S.E.T. 303-595-6641.
May 1: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Annual “Tastes of the Continents”
Dinner Benefit: Dayspring Dining
Center, 3777 W. 26th Ave. $10 minimum (five food items), $2 each for additional food tickets. Tickets at door
or call Kathryn 303-433-6268.
May 1: noon-3 p.m.
St. James School Annual Golf
Tournament: Golf for $100, sponsor a
hole for $300, dinner and dance $10.
Visit www.stjschool.com. Call the
school 303-333-8275.

Estate Sale: to sell the antiques, religious and Southwestern art of the late
Msgr. Robert Greenslade. Two-day tag
sale managed by the renowned Eron
Johnson Antiques. No pre-sale. Open to
public. Special invitation to Holy Family
Grade and High School alumni. Watch
the Register for more information.
May 13 and 14

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Journalist to Lecture on Pope
Benedict XVI: Tivoli Student Union,
Rooms 320 B-C, Auraria Campus, 900
Auraria Parkway. Presented Alejandro
Bermudez. Call 303-629-5100.
April 28: 6:30 p.m.
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
40th Biennial State Convention:
Durango, Colo. Doubletree Hotel reserved. Opening Mass Friday afternoon. Call Cheryl 970-247-9743.
April 29-May 1
May First Friday Forum: JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St. Presenter Jonathan
Reyes on “The Crusades — The Real
Story.”
May 6: Mass 6:45 a.m. followed by
continental breakfast and lecture
Day of Recollection: Mother Cabrini
Shrine, Golden. Speaker: Ezequiel
Machado. Topic: The Human Person.
Sponsored by St. Joseph’s Lay
Camelite Chapter. Cost: $20. Call
Karyn 303-455-5124 by April 30.
May 7: begins with 7:30 a.m. Mass,
ends 3:30 p.m.
Marycrest Retreats and Workshops:
2851 W. 52nd Ave. Title: “Mary, Woman
of Wisdom.” Cost: $30. Call Sister
Mary Joy 303-458-6270, Ext. 123.
May 7: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
“A Message of Hope in Our Time”
Program: presentation on the “Gospel
of Life” by Msgr. Edward Buelt and Dr.
Janet Smith, Our Lady of Loreto, 18000

E. Arapahoe Road, Foxfield. Call the
Respect Life Office 303-715-3243.
May 7: 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Adult Learning in Faith “Book of
Revelation”: three-part series at St.
John the Baptist, Benedict Hall, 323
Collyer St., Longmont. Call Sister
Michelle Black 303-776-0737, Ext. 145.
May 11, 18 and 25: 6-7 p.m.
School for Charismatic Spiritual
Directors: Pecos Benedictine
Monastery, Pecos, N.M. Taking applications for next session scheduled June
8-July 6. Call 505-757-6415, Ext. 239.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
K of C Pilgrimage to San Luis and New
Mexico: a priest will accompany the
pilgrimage. Call Bob 303-458-0671.
June 10-12

H Spring

HOTCHKISS AUTO Free Event
!
6th Annual
r ever yone

fever

fo

Cuise-in Day Car Show

H

SUNDAY MAY 1
11 AM TO 3 PM

H

H

EVERYONE WELCOME TO SHOW THEIR VEHICLES

Hawaii: cruise the Hawiian Islands for
10 days on Norwegian Cruise Line. Call
Sister Macrina Scott 303-458-6270.
Aug. 24-Sept. 2
Pilgrimage to Chimayo, New Mexico:
sponsored by Centro San Juan Diego.
Price: $260. Also to visit San Luis,
Colo., and Taos, N.M.; and participation
at the Fiestas of Santa Fe is included.
Call Erlinda 303-295-9470.
Sept. 9-11

H

See you
all there!
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Fantastic
Prizes
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Y
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PETITE

Plan to be apart of this

Great Annual Event

with full street closure
providing private show
parking to all custom cars!

NO ALCOHOL PERMITTED

24 HOUR CRUSIN’ HOTLINE
EVENT INFORMATION

303-399-4256

H

2295 Kearney St.

Corner of 23rd & Kearney, Denver

YOUNG ADULTS
CLAY Service Project: Cherry Creek
State Park, Make A Wish Foundation
Half-Marathon and Relay. Volunteers
needed. Call Sarah 303-349-4422
May 1: 5:30 a.m.-noon
Young Adult Conference: Beaver Run
Resort, Breckenridge. Experience great
speakers, beautiful liturgies, fun social
and recreation time. Registration due
May 2. Call 303-715-3203.
June 3-5

SINGLES
St. Thomas More Singles Spring Dance:
in the gymnasium, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Cost: $10. Dress semi-casual. Call Darlene 720-331-0529.
April 30: 7:30-11:30 p.m.
Archdiocesan Singles CORE Team
Meeting: JPII Center, Room 107, 1300
S. Steele St. Call Linda 303-798-8506.
May 9: 7-8:30 p.m.
Retreat at St. Malo: retreat director
Father Dan Barron. Cost: $150. Call
Darlene 720-331-0529.
May 13-15

7HOOXVZKHUH\RXZDQW\RXUVPLOHWRJR
:H·OOWDNH\RXWR$0$=,1*
7RRWKZKLWHQLQJ%RQGLQJ YHQHHUV&URZQV0DNHRYHUV
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ESTATE SALE • May 13 & 14, 2005
To feature antiques, religious and Southwestern art
of the late Msgr. Robert Greenslade. Two-day tag sale
managed by the renowned Eron Johnson Antiques.
Sale to include Staffordshire, silver, artwork, Royal
Dalton, English Spode, glassware and furniture.
No pre-sale. Open to the public. Special invitation
to Holy Family Grade, High School alumni.
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Life
From Page 14

The Sri Lankan theologian later
reconciled with the Church.
After review by Pope Benedict’s
congregation, U.S. Father Charles
Curran, who questioned Church
teaching against artificial birth
control, was removed from his
teaching position at The Catholic
University of America in
Washington in 1987. Earlier this
year, Pope Benedict made a similar judgment about Jesuit Father
Roger Haight, who was banned
from teaching Catholic theology
over his book touching on the divinity and salvific mediation of
Jesus.
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The pope also has focused on
ordinary Catholics, saying there
can be no compromise on dissent
by the lay faithful. He helped prepare a papal instruction on the
subject in 1998 and accompanied
it with his own commentary
warning Catholics they would put
themselves outside the communion of the Church if they reject its
teachings on eight specific issues.
The same year, he issued a document on papal primacy — a
topic of intense ecumenical discussion — saying that, as a matter
of faith, only the pope has the authority to make changes in his
universal ministry.
Pope Benedict’s theological
ideas are based on years of study,
pastoral ministry and Vatican ex-

perience. Born in Marktl am Inn
April 16, 1927, the son of a rural
policeman, the pope moved with
his family several times during his
younger years. His priestly studies
began early but were interrupted
by World War II.
In a book of memoirs, Pope
Benedict recalled that while a
seminarian he was enrolled by
school officials in the Hitler Youth
program; he soon stopped going
to meetings. After being drafted in
1943 he served for a year on an
anti-aircraft unit that tracked
Allied bombardments. At the end
of the war he spent time in a U.S.
prisoner-of-war camp before
being released.
Ordained in 1951, he received a
doctorate and a licentiate in the-

German-speaking participants
and gained a reputation as a progressive theologian.
After the council, he published
several major books, including
“Introduction to Christianity,”
“Dogma and Revelation” and
“Eschatology.” He was named a
member of the International
Theological Commission in 1969.
Pope Paul VI appointed him
archbishop of Munich and
Freising in 1977 and named him a
cardinal later that year.
Before his election, Pope
Benedict lived in an apartment
just outside the Vatican’s St.
Anne’s Gate. He walked to work
daily across St. Peter’s Square,
rarely attracting people’s notice.

ology from the University of
Munich, where he studied until
1957. He taught dogma and fundamental theology at the
University of Freising in 1958-59,
then lectured at the University of
Bonn, 1959-1969, at Munster,
1963-66, and at Tubingen from
1966 to 1969. In 1969 he was appointed professor of dogma and
of the history of dogmas at the
University of Regensburg, where
he also served as vice president
until 1977.
A theological consultant to
West German Cardinal Joseph
Frings, he came to the Second
Vatican Council as an expert or
“peritus.” At the council, he was
said to have played an influential
role in discussions among the

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

WANTED
Assistant Branch
Manager

Primary Residential
Mortgage

HELP
WANTED

Leads provided.
Great commission structure.
Health benefits provided.
Please forward resume via
fax to: 303-256-5746
or via e-mail to
rjspierings@comcast.net

Loving Caregivers Wanted!

WARNING: HOMEBUYERS &
REFINANCERS BEWARE!
FREE MONEY! Secrets
Lenders Don’t Want You to Know!

Property Manager

303-256-8025

303-431-7743 or
call 303-431-7853.

Dominican Sisters Home Health Agency is a non-profit
agency dedicated to individualized care for the eldely in
their homes. We have immediate Full Time openings for
experienced actively licensed CNA’s and PCP’s. We offer
competitive salary and benefits package. Applications
must have unrestricted Colo. Drivers license, reliable
transportation & pass background check & drug test.
Send resume to:

SPECIAL FREE REPORT details how to avoid
overpaying on your mortgage. This report is
like getting FREE money! Don’t let your lender
take you to the bank. To get your FREE copy
call the 24 Hour Recorded Hotline

Viola, 2501 Gaylord St., Denver, CO 80205
or fax 303-322-2702.

This is a no-obligation community service.

Youth Minister Needed

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS

Spirit of Peace Parish in Longmont
EDUCATION/RCIA
is seeking a full time youth minister to direct
A large suburban parish seeks a Director of Religious Education
the high school program, including confirmation.
for pre-school through 6th grade
Previous youth ministry experience highly
(400+children) and RCIA. Position includes training of catechist
desirable, with study or training in youth work
volunteers and supervision of an administrative assistant. Degree in
preferred.
To send resume or for more information, call Theology/Religious Education preferred. Salary is commensurate with

Fr. Frank Maroney (303) 772-6322
or e-mail fmaroney@hotmail.com

education and experience; benefits available. Send resume to:
Fr. David Blue Jacket, St. Mary Parish, 6853 South Prince Str.,
Littleton, CO 80120. Employment begins June 1.

Residential Counselors for
value centered academic
program in SE Aurora
serving boys 10-18.
Experienced, college
graduate. Paid and volunteer positions. Room and
board avail.
Please fax resume to

or e-mail fmaroney@hotmail.com

Please Mention
Denver Catholic
Register when
you call our
advertisers!

Catholic Counseling

Thank you for
your support

Accidents
Family Law
Law Office of

Karen Buck
144 West 11th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 623-9383

• Individual 1/2 F r e e
C o n Ho
s u l ur
• Family
tati
on
• Couples
Ellen Sandoval, LCSW
720-937-9050
Member of Holy Trinity Parish

2 Nurses
Footcare
Clinic

Member Nativity of Our Lord

Mortgage lending for
residential and
commercial
purchase &
refinance
@ wholesale rates.
Call Brian

303-568-8537

NOW HIRING

$12-$15/hr
depending on experience,+ dsct apt., CAMT
prfrd, must have own
tools and transportation,
fax resume to:

In Wheatridge Family Style
Assisted Living. P.C.A’s Needed 24 Hour
positions, 2 1/2 Days a week. Starting
$22,000 a year.
Med. Cert. Please Call
303-660-1494 or 720-490-6969 Must be
able to speak and write English. GREAT PAY!

303-431-7743
or call

303-431-7853.

CHURCH IN LITTLETON
needed. Spirit of Peace Parish in Longmont is
is accepting applications for the following positions:
seeking a full time religious education director.
A companion service section leader and cantor. Section leaders are expectThe ideal candidate will have a Bachelor’s
Degree and at least 2 years experience in a for your aging parent ed to attend all rehearsals, liturgies and concert propromoting the spiritual and musical growth of
parish setting. Responsibilities include working
303-404-0175 grams
our volunteer musicians. Section leaders must be
with the parish ministry staff and parents. To
www,silverfriends.net excellent sight-readers and be able to run regular secsend resume or for more info. call,
silverfriendcolo@aol.com tional rehearsals. Cantoring experience is a “plus”. We
Fr. Frank Maroney (303) 772-6322 North Metro Area only are also accepting applications for liturgical cantors.

720-524-9103.

Amerisource
Lending

Maintenance
Technician

ST. MARY CATHOLIC

Religious Education Director

On Site Apt. Mgr.,
2 Bldgs 34-unit
each in Lakewood, free
unit + mnthly salary DOE,
will train, bilingual
ENG/SPN prfrd.
Fax resume to:

Please E-mail cover letter and resume to
mloucks@stmarylittleton.org.

The Verandas

Advantage
Security, Inc.
Lobby attendants, gate
attendants & courtesy staff.
Downtown Upscale
personnel.
$11.00 - $12.00 to start.
Part time/full time.
Benefits, uniforms provided.
Various shifts.

303-755-4407

CAREGIVERS
NEEDED
Caring adults needed
to assist seniors in
their homes. Flexible
schedules. FT/PT.
Must drive and have
a car.

(303) 734-0641

DONATE YOUR OLD AUTO
To help St Denis Catholic
High School in Uganda
Father Joseph tells us 60% of his
students are orphans from AIDS and
need your love and help!
Classics to Clunkers, running or not.
We doeverything for you and you’ll receive
a tax deduction for your car. Please
give us a toll free call today.
God Bless!

Footcare in your
home by RN’s

800-511-4409

303-347-8848

www.unchildren.org

United Children’s Fund, Inc.

303-252-1412
1-877-325-1412

Christopher C. Felton, P.C.
Attorney at Law
(303) 295-8988
Confidential Consultation
Always Free
Criminal Defense • Family Law • Personal
Injury • Worker’s Compensation •
Real Estate-Construction Law • Civil Litigation
Serving the Denver community since 1988

e

y
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TO PLACE AN AD CALL LORETTA AT 303-715-3212

PLUMBER
NO JOB
TOO SMALL

HOME
REMODELING

Complete Plumbing
Services
•Repair
•Low Rates
•Free Estimates

303-693-7018
Senior Citizen Discount

CLASSIC
RENOVATION & REPAIRS

303-522-2000

Electrical, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Tile,
Granite. Specializing
in Bathroom/Kitchen
Renovation
All jobs 2 year Warranty.
25 Years Exp.
Lic & Insured

CJ Roofing Company
www.cjroofing.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEW
SMART MONEY FINANCE PROGRAM!
Free Inspections on Roof Replacements
Established in 1978 and Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

Early Bird & Senior Discounts
CALL NOW! 303-394-2802

Emergency Service 24/7
AMERICAN MECHANICAL SERVICES

HANDYMAN
RETIRED &
QUALIFIED

SANCHEZ
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, INC.
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
5”, 6”, 7” Gutter
Primed Steel, Galvalum,
and Aluminum gutters

PROFESSIONALS

Remodel, Baths,
Kitchens, Basements,
Decks, Plumbing,
Electrical Painting,
Windows,
Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
303-935-2073

Please Mention
Denver Catholic
Register when
you call our advertisers!
Thank you for
your support

Garage
Doors

5% discount with entire house installation
Same Owner Since 1962

733-0832

y Not in conjunction with other discounts e

Remodeling SKUL PLUMBING
Call: Jack

40 yrs. experience

Quality Work

• Door Replacement
• Finish Basements
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodel
and much more

(303) 937-8854

• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT •
Licensed & Insured

HOMEOWNER’S INTERIORS
COMPLETE
KITCHEN &
BATH REMODEL

FOR FREE ESTIMATE

Call 234-1539 or 399-7220

LAND
SCAPING

References Available

303-507-4094

$AVE WATER
& MONEY

303-908-7346
$100 OFF

Residential/
Commercial/Int/Ext
Bonded & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

* Minor Prep Int/Ext
Clean & Reliable
NO MONEY DOWN

Raimon Pearson Owner

PAINTING

WHISTLE

WINDOW

CLEANING
& Tinting
CALL

303.248.9435

720-329-8957
10% Senior Discount

Aluminum,
Steel, Copper

• Gutter Cleaning
Available •
10% Senior Discount on
Complete Installations

2nd Generation Catholic
Family Owned Business
Serving Denver Metro since 1970

Call 7am-7pm 7 days a week

720-290-3502

Office: 720-922-1401
Cell: 720-350-1488

Michael Daily
PROFESSIONAL

NO LABOR
CHARGE SPECIALS

Home operated business
• 100’s of samples
to choose from
+50% OFF supply charges
• Over 30 years
experience
7am - 7pm Pick-up & Delivery

Manuel Reeves

P A I N T I N G PAINTING
Where your business
Specializing in
Residential

Denver Metro Area
Interior & Exterior
Drywall Repair
Victorian Home
Restoration

303-832-7424

Fast, friendly service

Concrete
Repair
• Crack Repair
• Sealers/Hardeners
• Patio/Garage Coating
• Chip/Chunk Repair

FREE Estimates

303 -988-0432 All work guaranteed
Senior Discount w/ad
303-946-1264 303-523-5859 720-470-3300
UPHOLSTERY
THANK YOU

720-290-3502

Insured • Bonded

A FINE FINISH PAINTING

PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION
& REPAIRS

In the area for 34 yrs
Call for appointment
Senior Discount!

Installation & Maintenance

CLEAN AS A

HOME CARE
& CLEANING

A-1
SPRINKLERS

•Insured•Professional
Gardening & Design

every $1,000 service

We supply everything.
apartments, homes, offices
Move ins/outs Metro area

S&M
Sprinklers

10 year warranty

303-756-5908

One-time/weekly/monthly

• Ceramic
• Marble
• Granite Est Free
imat
• Quarry
es
• Remodel
• New Construction
• Commercial

2155 S. Valentia • Denver • (303) 755-5211

Formerly Sunny
Day Sprinklers!

THE•PERFECT•GARDEN

Don’t Sweat the Small
Stuff . . . That’s Our Job!

Seamless
Gutters

Company, Inc.

59 Years • Family Owned

GARDEN
Clean-Ups

Ceramic Tile • Tubs and Showers
Floors • Walls • Countertops
• Sheet Vinyl Flooring • Etc.

Quality Installation at a Reasonable Price

Superior Tile

ANY WEATHER
ROOFING
& GUTTERS
Quality Work At A Fair Price On:

PInlsutalm
bing
l and Repair

303-806-7300

Tile/Grout

Roof Repair Res. & Comm. Wiring Problems
Ceramic Tile
Solid Surface
Quick prompt professional
Gutter
Products
electrical service at a
Foothills Garage
great price. Remodeling or Repairs & Remodeling
Cleaning/Repair
Door Company
troubleshooting our exKitchens & Bathrooms
pertise (materials
and
More!
303-989-6040
at cost) Free quotes
Sales & Service
Call Randy @ 303/360-8226
Since 1994
303-463-7850 303/668-4854 Cory303-422-3409

Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Water Filter Systems
• Sewer Cleaning & Jetting

•BASEMENTS
•ROOM ADDITIONS
•KITCHENS •BATHROOMS

303-422-2097

HANDYMAN

Residental and Commercial
•Water Mains
•Sewer Repairs

• Owner Operated
• Repair/Remodel
• Licensed/Insured
• Senior Discount
• Over 25 Yrs
Combined Exp
• Visa - Mastercard

is always appreciated!

Over 25 Years
Experience
•Residential
•Commercial

10% DISCOUNT
3 0 3 - 4 1 2 - 8 3 8 8 office
Free Estimates

PRAYERS
PERSONAL
Thank you Jesus
our Lord, Holy
Spirit, Blessed
Virgin Mary, St.
Joseph, St. Jude,
St. Anthony, St.
Peregrine, St.
Lucy and St.
Dymphna for
prayers answered. GML

BLESSED
MOTHER
AND HOLY
SPIRIT FOR
PRAYERS ANSWERED.
J.E.

MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

"God Makes 'Em,
We Shape 'Em"
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED IN SECT-DISEASE CONTROL

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

In Thanksgiving to St. Jude, St.
Anthony and St.Theresa, For
their constant support and
intercessions for my personal well
being and that of my family and
friends.Thank you, my Guardian
Angel for watching over me.
L.A.T.

Thank You
Sacred Heart
of Jesus Blessed
Mother St. Jude
and
Father Solances
for prayers answered.

THANK
YOU
ST. JUDE
FOR
PRAYERS
ANSWERED

M.A.M

A.Y.

Please Mention
Denver Catholic
Register when
you call our advertisers!
Thank you for
your support
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WANT GUARANTEED
INCOME FOR LIFE?

• CALL FOR A FREE REVERSE MORTGAGE
INFORMATION REPORT!
• GET A REVERSE MORTGAGE**
• TAX FREE PROCEEDS**
• USE THE CASH ANYWAY YOU CHOOSE**
• KEEP THE TITLE TO YOUR HOME**
• ELIMINATE MONTHLY HOUSE PAYMENTS**
• NO INCOME OR CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS**

REFINANCING?...
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CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION TO FIND
OUT HOW MUCH WE CAN SAVE YOU!
• CASH OUT
• DEBT CONSOLIDATION

BUYING A NEW HOME?
• FREE PRE-APPROVALS
• NO MONEY DOWN PROGRAMS
• 1ST TIME BUYER(S) PROGRAMS

Payment Examples for 1.00%
Pay Option Arm (4.60% APR*)
Loan Amount ———— Payment Amount
$100,000 ————— $322
a
abl l
$200,000————— $643
H
Se paño 49
$300,000————— $965
Es 6-57

-25
3
0
3

Randy Spierings,
Branch Manager
Over 13 years banking experience

Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
al
rci
e
mm ns
Co Loa able
ail
Av

“The Local Company You Can Trust”
9800 Mt. Pyramid Court, Ste. 400, Englewood, CO 80112

303.256.5748 - 1.888.240.6758

rspierings@primeres.com

** Based on qualified borrowers, age & equity in home.

